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BY DAN MACLEOD
Don’t call it a comeback — 

Hinsch’s, the beloved greasy 
spoon and soda fountain that 
served homemade egg creams 
and desserts for 63 years be-
fore it was abruptly closed by 
its long-time owner in Septem-
ber reopened on Monday to 
cheers from locals who packed 
the Fifth Avenue diner in cel-
ebration.

“It’s an institution that’s 
been here for so long,” said 
Ann Plagianos, who said she’s 
been coming to Hinsch’s for 30 
years for its hamburgers. “I’m 
just happy it’s open again.”

New owners Gerard Bell 
and Roger Desmond rechris-
tened the shop Monday morn-
ing, welcoming a crowd of 
Hinsch’s devotees clamoring 
for the Bay Ridge mainstay’s 
classic American menu — and 
its patented soda fountain 
fare. 

“We got a lot of requests for 
egg creams,” said Lola Bell, 
Gerard Bell’s wife. 

The re-opening came after 
a two-month hiatus while the 
new management — who also 
own the renowned Skinfl ints 
restaurant down the block 
— renovated and painted the 

How 
sweet 
it is!

Continued on Page 27

HINSCH’S BACON SAVED: Lauren Dauer, fl oor manager, holds aloft a breakfast 
plate at the newly reopened Hinsch’s Luncheonette. The Fifth Avenue main-
stay closed in September, but on Monday, the new — and improved — eatery 
reopened. Photo by Stefano Giovannini 
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Dozens of cars left fl at — 
after shop pamphlets area
BY DAN MACLEOD

A vandal went 
on a tire-slashing 

rampage over-
night on Monday, 

stranding more than 
three dozen cars on 71st 

and 72nd streets — and resi-
dents say that the carnage came 

a day after a Park Slope tire shop 
plastered the area with business 
cards.

Neighbors on the block be-
tween Third Avenue and Ridge 
Boulevard said that the vandals 
slashed at least one tire on up to 40 

cars 24 hours after business cards 
for Danny’s Rims Tires and Ac-
cessories were placed on dozens of 
car windshields.

“It could just be coincidental, 
but it’s kind of fi shy,” said one 
neighbor who declined to be iden-
tifi ed because he feared retalia-
tion by whoever was behind the 
tire slashings. “Most times, it’s 
just some kid and they hit one tire. 
But this time, they did it so that 
you can’t just throw a spare on.”

Neighbors agreed that the car-
nage was too widespread to be the 

Continued on Page 26

TIRE 
SLASH 
WAVE
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By Dan MacLeod

Give us your bearded, your mustached, your mutton-chopped 
masses yearning to grow free!

A group of Greenpoint pogonophiles are going whisker-
to-whisker in the group’s second facial hair takedown — a party that 
celebrates the magic and grandeur that only a room full of hairy dudes 
can bring.

It’s a party that will attract the world’s most follically talented men 
— and a few bearded women (more on that later) — including top 
beardsmiths such as Jack Passion,  who has been described as “the 
Michael Jordan of full-beard competition .”

At least 50 beards will compete in the Gotham City Beard 
Alliance event this year in categories including full natural 
beard; partial beard; 99-percent beard (formally the “recession 
beard”); fake beard (for women and the follically challenged); 
natural moustache; styled moustache; and freestyle, which is 
where the really imaginative hair designs can be found. 

Competitive bearding has taken off in the past couple 
years — partially thanks to the Independent Film Channel’s 
 “Whisker Wars”  — a reality show about the nascent sport. 

“It’s sort of a niche thing, it’s also become popular 
because it’s so fun,” said organizer Mike O’Connor, who 
describes his own belly-button-length growth as “a full, 
natural beard.”

It’s no secret that  Mustached-Americans  have long 
groaned under the yoke of mistrust in the court of pub-
lic opinion — servants to a hairless master sneering in 
derision at post-ironic porn-star ’staches.

But beards and mustaches today aren’t just for 
Tom Selleck and George Carlin, thanks to a growing 
acceptance of the style among celebrities — includ-
ing actor  Jon Hamm , freak folk phenom  Devandra 
Banhart  and pretty much everybody who regularly 
rides the L train.

And it’s worth noting that the nation’s top 
law enforcement official,  Attorney General Eric 
Holder , is a Mustached-American.

“At some point it was a sign of a sex appeal to 
not have any facial hair,” said O’Connor. “People 
are starting to realize that it is a natural look for 
men and shows that they are a healthy mate.”

The event will raise money for breast cancer 
awareness, so now you can grow for a good 
cause.

Beard and moustache competition at Club 
Europa [98 Meserole Ave. between Manhattan 
Avenue and Lorimer Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383-5723], Dec. 3, 7 pm. Tickets are $15. For info, 
visit www.gothamcitybeards.com.

A competiton for
the follically gifted

GROW 
YOUR 
OWN!

Beardo! Mike O’Connor, orga-
nizer of the beard and mous-
tache competition that will 
take place at Club Europa in 
Greenpoint on Dec. 3, shows 
off his “full, natural beard.”

Photo by Stefano Giovannini 
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
You asked for it, and the 

city fi nally delivered.
The legendary Di Fara’s 

Pizza re-opened on Nov. 23 
after the restaurant breezed 
through the city’s health re-
inspection that morning.

“It feels like a grand 
opening,” said Margy De-
Marco Mieles, who works 
alongside her father, owner 
Domenico DeMarco, in the 
shop. “Fresh starts always 
feel good.”

The city shuttered the re-
nowned pizzeria on Avenue 
J in Midwood, often named 
the city’s best, on Nov. 17 
when the Health Depart-
ment sacked it with 67 viola-
tion points after an inspec-
tor found evidence of mice 
and fl ies in the kitchen, 
among other issues.

Pizza-lovers citywide 
had been up in arms — with 
some accusing the depart-
ment of trying to make a 
sacrifi cial pie out of the 
pontiff of pizza — but De-
Marco embraced the forced 
closure, treating it as an un-
expected vacation.

“The only time I get to 
relax is when they close us,” 
said the 75-year-old at the 
time, who jokingly posed 
for our photographer with 
his daughter behind the 
gate of his restaurant as if 
in prison after the closure.

After a city re-inspec-
tion, the joint quickly re-
opened, churning out the 
deliciously charred buffalo 
mozzarella pies it’s famous 
for, to the delight of pizza-
philes across the city.

“This is the best pizza in 
the universe,” said Frank 
Benpensata, who rushed 
over to the Midwood shrine 
from Gravesend as soon as 
he got word DeMarco was 

back. “I’m happy they re-
opened.”

A pie ordered by this 
paper was delicious, a sign 
that the 46-year-old restau-
rant had not changed in the 
week that it was closed.

The DeMarcos said they 
harbored no resentment 
toward the Health Depart-
ment, but thought that the 
shutdown could have poten-
tially been avoided.

“The [Department] is 
trying to make things bet-
ter and says its interest is 
in the public’s health,” said 

Mieles. “But people will tell 
you they live for our pizza — 
they’re not dying over it.”

Customers concurred.
“I would eat this pizza if 

it had dog s—t on it,” said 
Tom Kissane, a Di Fara fa-
natic who was so untrou-
bled by the Health Depart-
ment’s allegations that he 
came from Queens with his 
pregnant wife to enjoy some 
pre-Thanksgiving pizza.

It’s the third time the 
pizzeria has been closed by 
the city because of unclean-
liness since 2007, and each 

time mouse droppings were 
involved. Back in 2007, it 
was closed twice between 
March and June.

Di Fara’s will have to un-
dergo one more re-inspec-
tion before it receives a city 
Department of Health letter 
grade. As per city rules, res-

taurants need two inspec-
tions before getting their 
grade. 

Di Fara had scored a ‘B’ 
before the city forced it to 
close on Nov. 17.

Di Fara Pizza [1424 Av-
enue J at E. 15th Street in 
Midwood, (718) 258-1367].

PIZZA THE ACTION!
City closes Di Fara for mice, but re-opens it after second inspection

Di Fara owner Dom DeMarco and his daughter Margy had to keep 
the gate to their famous Midwood eatery closed after a Nov. 17 
health inspection found an unsavory topping in their kitchen — 
mouse droppings. But a week later the place passed a second in-
spection and Di Fara was open once again.    Photo by Colin Mixson

Nathan Karp, pizza groupie, headed to Di Fara’s as soon as he heard 
the place reopened last Wednesday after being shuttered the week 
before by the health department. 
 Community Newspaper Group / Eli Rosenberg
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BY DANIEL BUSH
The dream to replace the 

notoriously traffi c-choked 
Gowanus Expressway with 
a tunnel was quietly killed 
this month when the federal 
government announced that 
it was dropping plans to re-
build the highway between 
Sixth Avenue and the Battery 
Tunnel or knock it down and 
burrow it underground.

The Federal Highway Ad-
ministration released a state-
ment on Nov. 16 proclaiming 
that plans to replace or tun-
nel the highway would be 
killed because of exorbitant 
costs, and that the existing 
road would remain for the 
foreseeable future.

“[The state] is reevalu-
ating its program with em-
phasis on preserving our 
existing assets to ensure a 
continuous system-wide op-
erations,” the notice, sent 
out by Jonathan McDade 
of the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration, reads.

The news comes midway 
through the state Depart-
ment of Transportation’s 
$680-million “interim” fi x of 
the Gowanus, an 11-year-proj-
ect to shore up the famously 
clogged artery, which many 
residents demanded be re-
placed with a tunnel back in 
1996, when the government 
announced plans to com-
pletely rebuild it.

The mammoth repair 
job was started in 2005 to 
keep the decrepit, 70-year-
old highway intact for the 
next 15–20 years while the 
state came up with a long-
term plan for cars headed 
from the Brooklyn-Battery 
Tunnel to the Verrazano-
Narrows Bridge.

Now, those plans are 
dead, and drivers will have 
to settle for its laundry list 
of upgrades which are on 
pace to be fi nished by early 
2016. They include:

• Installation of a new 
concrete deck along most of 
the roadway.

• New lighting on the sec-
tions of highway that pass 
through Red Hook and Sun-
set Park.

• A wider connector 
ramp for cars accessing the 
Brooklyn-Queens Express-
way from the Gowanus.

• A high-occupancy vehi-
cle lane between the bridge 
and the tunnel that will be 
used for Manhattan-bound 
traffi c from 6 to 10 am and 
Staten Island-bound traffi c 
from 3 to 7 pm on weekdays.

To make the high-occu-
pancy vehicle happen, the 
state is building an extra 
lane at the Prospect Ex-
pressway and an elevated 
span to carry carpoolers 
over the Belt Parkway in-
terchange — all without 
shutting the busy Gowanus, 
which the state says carries 
200,000 vehicles a day.

The project’s designer 
said the changes would nev-
ertheless bring the express-
way into the 21st century.

“It’s still a long ways 
off,” said state Department 
of Transportation Project 
Ma na ger Harold Fink. “But 
when the project is com-
plete, driving on the Gow-
anus will be very smooth.”

That’s how master builder 
Robert Moses envisioned 
when converted an elevated 
train to a highway in 1941. 

With the construction 
of his masterpiece, the Ver-
razano Bridge, the Gow-
anus, which was widened 
to six lanes in the 1960s, 
provided a southern link 
to Staten Island and New 
Jersey — but also divided 
Carroll Gardens from Red 
Hook, split Sunset Park in 
two, and displaced a swath 
of residents in Bay Ridge 
who lived along Seventh 
and Eighth avenues, where 
the approach to the bridge 
was built.

The highway’s concrete 
deck and steel structure 
were severely deteriorated 
by the 1980s, prompting a 
slew of minor repairs to 
keep it from falling apart. 

The current rehabilita-
tion was considered the last 
such “interim” repair on 
the Gowanus before the De-
partment of Transportation 
would have released a Draft 
Environmental Impact 
Statement for a permanent 
fi x. But now, the govern-
ment won’t be conducting 
that study.

Plans to replace the Gowanus Expressway with a tunnel are dead, but the highway’s HOV lane will 
be opened to Bay Ridge-bound traffi c once the state Department of Transportation fi nishes a $680-
million rehabilitation of the notoriously congested highway. Photo by Steve Solomonson

The Gowanus Expressway runs 6.1-miles from the 
Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel to the Verrazano-Narrows 
Bridge, linking Brooklyn to Staten Island. Dreamed 
up by master builder Robert Moses in the late 1930s, 
the highway has proved controversial since it opened to 
drivers 70 years ago. Now, the state is half-way through 
an 11-year “interim” repair of the notoriously congested 
road. Here’s a breakdown of the expressway’s history, 
and statistics on the current repair project:

1939: Construction starts.

1941: Four-lane expressway opens.

1961: Expressway widened to six lanes.

1996: Public demands a tunnel option when state 
announces it plans to replace the decrepit highway.

2005: State begins the on-going $680-million re-
pair project, which involves:

• 164 million pounds of concrete to replace the high-
way’s aging deck.

• 20,000 feet of resurfaced concrete.
• 4,600 feet of resurfaced asphalt.
• 400 new light poles.

2011: Federal government cans plans to replace 
the highway, promising it won’t collapse.

— Daniel Bush

Gowanus Expressway: 
History of a highway

GET USED TO NEW GOWANUS
State kills plan to tunnel highway, makes ‘interim’ fi xes permanent 
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Window and Door System More choices. 
More style. 

Inside and out.

Visit our showroom today to see the new A-Series and other energy efficient Andersen® products

1889 Mcdonald Ave | Brooklyn, NY 11223 | (718) 627-6400 | www.brooklynwindow.com
Store Hours: Mon., Tue., Fri., 7:30am. to 5pm. & Thurs., 7:30am. to 7pm.
*See the Andersen Owner-To-Owner warranty for more details. “Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are registered trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ENERGY STAR is a registered mark owned by the U.S. government. © 2011 
Anderson  Corporation. All rights reserved.

11 Exterior Colors  3 Interior Wood Species 

9 Interior Factory Finishes  Standard & Custom 

Grille Patterns  3 High-Performance® Glass Choices 

20/10 Year Limited Warranty*

BY DAN MACLEOD
Low-fl ying planes over 

Bay Ridge are wreaking 
havoc on the TV-watching 
habits of a Shore Road man 
— and it has nothing to do 
with the loud roar of  jet en-
gines making him unable to 
hear his favorite programs. 

Eighty-year-old Allen 
Bortnick says that he hasn’t 
been able to watch his favor-
ite shows like “NCIS” and 
“The McLaughlin Group” 
for the past month-and-a-
half, when he began notic-
ing that his tube went on 
the fritz whenever a plane 
fl ew overhead.

“It’s hellish,” he said. “It 
happens four times a day, 
but it’s pretty heavy.”

Bortnick, who has trou-
ble getting around because 
of a neurological disease, 
watches hours of TV a day 
to pass the time between 
meetings of the community 
board, where he is a mem-

ber of the traffi c and trans-
portation committee, and 
having  his picture taken  
while  holding his nose  to 
prove to newspaper readers 
that the Owls Head Sewage 
Treatment Plant smells. 

But when a planes fl ies 
overhead, his ability to 
watch “Jeopardy” is, well,  
put in jeopardy.

Bortnick says that inter-
ference caused by the planes 
make his TV lose reception 
during the morning, late af-
ternoon, early evening and 
late at night. 

And Bortnick said he’s 
tried everything to solve 
the problem. 

“I put a rabbit antennae 
out the window, but I face 
east and reception is poor to 
begin with,” he said. “I lose 
my signal and programs 
just break up or I lose the 
signal [all together].”

Bad reception caused by 
planes —  know as “airplane 

fl utter” in over-the-air par-
lance  — happens when sig-
nals bouncing off of low-fl y-
ing planes create a warped 
image known as “rolling” 
— the very symptoms Bort-
nick sees while trying to get 
his daily fi x of “Wheel of 
Fortune” on Channel 7.

The Korean War vet 
said that he and his elderly 
neighbors, many of whom 
also pick up TV signals with 
rabbit ears, can’t afford to 
pay for cable, so they’ll have 
to make do with a warbled 
“Regis and Kelly.”

“An awful lot of people in 
this neighborhood have not 
bothered to go out and buy 
fl at screens,” said Bortnick, 
who claims he has a fi ve-
year-old television plugged 
into a digital converter box 
(though pictures of the TV 
seem to prove otherwise), 
and says that he can’t afford 
a better rig on his veteran’s 
benefi ts and Social Security.

Justin Brannan, spokes-
man for Councilman Vin-
cent Gentile (D–Bay Ridge), 
said that when he contacted 
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration — the agency 
that monitors the country’s 
airspace — on Bortnick’s 
behalf, he was told that 
planes have been fl ying di-
rectly over the Ridge for the 

past month.
“This time of year and 

into the winter, LaGuardia 
uses Runway Four and Run-
way 310,” he said the agency 
told him. “This approach 
takes them right over Bay 
Ridge.”

The agency did not re-
spond to our repeated re-
quests for comment on Bort-

nick’s dilemma. 
So he’ll just have to wait 

until spring, when planes 
will no longer be routed 
over the Ridge.

“I’m just sitting back 
and waiting.” he said. “In 
the meantime, I’ll just keep 
pestering them in the hopes 
that they’ll change some-
thing.”

Ridge man maddened by interference on boob tube
Allen Bortnick says low-fl ying aircraft 
are cutting short his TV-watching time

Shore Road resident Allen Bortnick is furious that plane traffi c diverted over Bay Ridge is wreaking 
havoc on his TV-watching habit. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BRYour wife needs help  
after her stroke and  
she can’t even ask for it.

Now what? 
Skilled therapists from VNSNY can help rebuild her speech,  

movement and memory, while nurses help manage pain,  

monitor vitals and assist with medication. With rehabilitation 

services that enhance the recovery process, the Visiting Nurse 

Service of New York is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO SPEAK TO A VNSNY REPRESENTATIVE ABOUT 

THE HOME HEALTH CARE OPTIONS THAT ARE RIGHT FOR YOU.

1-855-VNSNY-NOW • VNSNY.ORG/ANSWERS

PHYSICAL THERAPISTS 
SPEECH THERAPISTS

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS 
REGISTERED NURSES

Our services are usually covered by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

facebook.com/vnsny @vnsny_news
FREE WIFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 
718-692-1515

2256 Hendrickson Street 

(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: 
www.ThePointingFinger.blogspot.com

REPAIRED 
PAINLESSLY

Bay People lose numbers game 
BY THOMAS TRACY 

The city has rejected 
another attempt to halt 
the construction of a con-
troversial Sheepshead Bay 
mosque even though oppo-
nents — and the city — say 
developers have distorted 
the number of people who 
will attend services there.

Last Tuesday, Meenak-
shi Srinivasan of the city’s 
Board of Standards and 
Appeals, which rules on 
zoning matters, denied an 
11th-hour application to 
kill the Voorhies Avenue 
project, which opponents, 
led by the group Bay Peo-
ple, say is being built un-
der false pretenses — even 
though she agreed mosque 
developers are being de-
ceptive about how many 
people will show up for 
services.

Opponents claim that 
the city doesn’t really 
know how many people 
will be coming to the 
mosque because it is only 
counting the people who 
will fill the main sanctu-
ary — a space where only 
male worshippers will 

pray. Female congregants 
will also be coming to ser-
vices, but worship in a 
different room — one that 
isn’t being counted by the 
city —  said Bay People at-
torney Howard Goldman.

Claims that if all of 
the worshippers coming 
to the house of worship 
were counted, developers 
would have had to provide 
on-site parking. “By ex-
cluding the population of 
the secondary room, it re-
sults in an undercount of 

the number of people and 
cars coming to religious 
services.”

City law says a house 
of worship does not have 
to provide on-site park-
ing if its management can 
prove congregants would 
use less than 10 cars to 
come to services. But the 
decades-old law only re-
quires that the occupancy 
of the main sanctuary be 
used in determining how 
many parking spaces are 
needed.

The frame of the controversial Sheepshead Bay mosque, now under 
construction, peeks above the fence on Voorhies Avenue between 
E. 28th and E. 29th streets. Photo by Alice Proujansky
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

* Annual Percentage Rate is 10.9%, requires income verification and good credit history and automatic payment; 
other attractive rates and terms also available.

Have a Worry-Free Holiday
NEED HOLIDAY CASH?NEED HOLIDAY CASH?
“Borrow $5,000 for as low as $150 per month”

Payment

$150*

$100*

$50* 

Amount 
Financed

$5,000

$2,500

$1,000

No. of 
Payments

43*

30*

33*

Apply Online atwww.brfcu.org

BY DAN MACLEOD AND 
COLIN MIXSON

The city is slamming 
drivers with $100 tickets for 
parking in a Fourth Avenue 
“loading zone” during the 
day — even though some 
signs actually indicate that 
parking is legal!

The three-spot zone in 
question was set up in No-
vember in front of the new 
Goustaro market between 
92nd and 93rd streets, where 
one sign reads, “Loading 
zone. No parking. 7 am–4 
pm.”

Just underneath that 
sign is another sign which 
indicates that legal two-
hour parking is in effect 
from 8:30 am–7 pm.

“They’re soaking people 
for 100 dollars — that the 
most expensive ticket you 
can get,” said Stan Lubo-
wicki, who goes to a gym 
nearby and has watched 
drivers feed the meter, yet 
still get slapped with the 
city’s Scarlet Letter (which 
is actually blaze orange). 

Other drivers are en-
raged because the loading 
dock is not even necessary.

“Goustaro is not a su-
permarket; there’s a mil-
lion little stores around here 
and they don’t have loading 
zones,” said Marie Yemma. “I 
don’t know how they got it.”

Goustaro owner Ted 
Moustakas knows how he 
got it: He asked the city for 
it, and the city created it for 
him. And he said that the 
zone is vital because he gets 
deliveries several times 
a day. Without it, he said, 
truckers would double-
park, risking tickets and 
causing tie-ups.

“Most grocery stores 
only get one delivery,” he 
said. “I have a bunch of dis-
tributors.”

Moustakas said that he 
had initially requested that 
a loading zone be installed 
on 93rd Street, but the De-
partment of Transportation 
put it on Fourth Avenue af-
ter getting complaints.

“It should have just been 
left on the side,” he said. 
“I’m the new guy on the 
block. I didn’t mean to start 
off on the wrong foot.”

This one small loading 
dock is a symbol of a much 
larger issue in the neigh-
borhood, where parking is 
in short supply.

“We should at least be no-
tifi ed when a loading zone is 
going in,” said Community 
Board 10 District Manager 
Josephine Beckmann, who 
objected to the city’s murky 
method for awarding load-
ing zones. “We would like to 
hear what the criteria is.”

A city spokesman said 
that the agency reviews ev-
ery loading dock to decide if 
it is necessary.

“We review loading ac-
tivity in the area to deter-
mine if a new zone could 
help alleviate congestion 
and reduce double park-
ing,” said Transportation 
spokesman Monty Dean. 

“We are happy to work 
with the community to ad-
dress any questions or con-
cerns.”

What a load!
Ridgites mad over Fourth Avenue ‘No Parking’ zone 

A ticket agent slaps an offender 
for parking in a loading zone on 
Fourth Avenue. Drivers are an-
gry that the city installed the 
zone but kept the meters and 
the old sign, which they say 
tricks them into getting tick-
ets.

Ridgite Stan Lubowicki is angry about tickets being given in the loading zone on Fourth Avenue be-
tween 92nd and 93rd streets. Photos by Bess Adler
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If you are not eligible for HEAP, 

National Grid can help with  

other ways to manage your bills. 

Visit nationalgridus.com 
or call 1-718-643-4050.

You may qualify for help paying your 
home heating costs – even if you rent. 

The Home Energy Assistance Program 

(HEAP) offers grants on a first-come, 

first-served basis to those who truly need 

help. For more information, call the NYC 

Human Resources Administration at 

1-800-692-0557 today.

The warmth you need  

is just a phone call away. 

National Grid is ready to help  
with your winter heating bills.

©2011 National Grid

Finally, Relief  from Back Pain
           Are you suffering from con-
stant back pain?  Tried drugs, 
physical therapy or chiroprac-
tic without any relief ? Can’t sit, 
stand or walk for long periods 
of  time without aggravating 
your pain?  
       You are not alone.    There 
are thousands of  people like you 
who suffered in pain for years 
until they came to Dr. Alfredo 
N. Lopez del Castillo at The 
Pain Relief  Center (9731 Fourth 
Avenue, 718-966-8120). After 
treatment these patients have 
said,  “You  restored my quality 
of  life.  Now I am pain free after 
years of  suffering.”
      Back pain can be due to many 
causes.  It may be due to whip-
lash, muscle spasm, ligament 
problems, arthritis,  herniated 
disc, bulging disc, or spinal 
stenosis.  However, one of  the 
most common causes of  per-
sistent pain not responding to 
drugs, physical therapy,  or chi-
ropractic is a herniated disc or 
bulging disc.  The disc contains 
a very inflammatory substance 
which leaks out when its wall 
breaks.  This substance causes 

severe inflammation within the 
spinal canal resulting in back or 
neck pain with muscle spasm.   
The inflammation may be asso-
ciated with pain going down the 
legs or pain going through the 
arms and hands. 
       With an epidural injection, 
the inflammation is neutral-

ized.  As a result, the body is 
able to heal, shrink the disc and 
the pain disappears. The tech-
nique of  performing epidurals 
is very important.  Dr. Castillo 
has mastered the art of  doing  
epidurals in a very gentle and 
nearly painless way.  
       If  you are not getting relief  
with your treatments after a 
month or two, then it is time to 
consult with Dr. Castillo.  There  
is no need to continue suffering.  
Dr. Castillo has helped thou-
sands of  people like you.
          Dr. Castillo is a compas-
sionate doctor who takes great 
pride in his kind bedside man-
ner.  He became interested in 
the field of  pain management 
in the 1970s, when as a family 
practitioner in Bay Ridge, he 
met many patients suffering 
from severe neck pain and back 
pain. He referred  them to ortho-
pedic doctors and neurologists, 
yet many of  them continued to 
experience pain.
       Dr. Castillo wanted to help.  
Looking for ways to help these 
patients, he learned that an epi-
dural was a very effective way 

to treat back pain. In order to 
learn and master epidurals, the 
doctor started anesthesiology 
training at Mt. Sinai Hospital in 
New York City.

      He began the practice of  
pain management in 1981 to 
help people suffering from back 
and neck pain.  This pain could 
be due to whiplash, herniated 
discs, sciatica, spinal stenosis, 
or arthritis.  He was a pioneer in 
the field of  pain management.  
         For over 30 years, Dr. Cas-
tillo has safely performed more 
than 20, 000 procedures on pa-
tients and has improved their 
quality of  life.  His reputation 
has become so well known that 
even doctors and their families 
come to him for their neck and 
back pain.
         Dr. Castillo was the first 
pain specialist in Staten Island 
and one of  the first in Brook-
lyn. In 1987, he established and 
directed the Pain Management 
Center at Bayley Seton Hospi-
tal.  At the same time he served 
as Director of  Anesthesiology.  

He was the first pain specialist 
in Staten Island to be Board Cer-
tified in Pain Management by 
both the American Board of  An-
esthesiology and the American 
Board of  Pain Medicine.  
       Because Dr. Castillo wants 
only the very best care for each 
of  his patients, the procedures 
are done in a clean, new pain 
management suite built specifi-
cally for these procedures.  Care 
is of  the highest caliber. The 
doctor has a staff  of  trained 
professionals who have worked 
with him for many years. Most 
insurances including  No fault 
and Workers Compensation in-
surance cover the cost of  the 
procedure.  Complimentary car 
service is provided to patients 
when they have the procedure.  
      People do not have to live with 
pain. “We want to help,” says 
Dr. Castillo. Make an appoint-
ment today. Call 718-966-8120. 
Additional information may be 
found at www.brooklynpain-
reliefcenter.com.

ADVERTISEMENT

 CLOSE TO HOME
  Your Neighborhood Dialysis Center

DYKER HEIGHTS 
DIALYSIS CENTER
Medical Director:
Henry Lipner, M.D. • 718-648-0101
1435 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11228
718-256-5800
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE–DYKER HEIGHTS

Jerks & ladders
A cagey thief busted into an 81st Street 

apartment on Nov. 26, swiping nearly 
$6,000 in jewelry. 

A witness told cops that the thief used 
a ladder at 1 pm to climb up to the sec-
ond-story bedroom window at the house 
between Ridge Boulevard and Third Av-
enue. 

The perp then pushed in the air con-
ditioner and made off with a bevy of gold 
and diamond jewelry, the witness said.

Cool customer
A thief sneaked into a 92nd Street 

apartment and stole cash on Nov. 26.
The victim told cops that he left his 

house between Battery Avenue and Dah-
green Place at 4:30 pm. When he returned 
at 1 am, he found that a sly thief had 
pushed in his air conditioner on the fi rst 
fl oor and swiped $120.

In and out
A perp busted into a Shore Road house 

on Nov. 21 — but it was all smash, and no 
grab.

The victim told cops that he left his 
house between Bay Ridge Parkway and 
77th Street at 9 am. When he returned at 
5:15, he found that perps had smashed his 
side window and rifl ed his stuff, but noth-
ing was missing.

Purse grab
A pushy jerk swiped a woman’s purse 

on 81st Street on Nov. 22.
The victim told cops that she was be-

tween Fifth and Sixth avenues at 2 pm 
when the perp came from behind and 
grabbed her designer handbag.

— Dan MacLeod

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST—BATH BEACH

Bleach bimbo
Police arrested a 23-year-old woman 

who they say broke into another woman’s 
77th Street apartment — just so she could 
ruin her victim’s clothes.

The victim told police that the suspect, 
who she knows, called her and said that 
she had crept into her apartment near 
16th Avenue through a fi re escape window 
sometime after 6:30 pm and “left a sur-
prise” for her.

When the victim returned home, she 
found a bunch of her clothes in her tub — 
doused in water and bleach.

Machete maniac
Detectives from the 62nd Precinct ar-

rested a man who they say struck another 
man with a machete on 69th Street on Nov. 
14 — nearly killing him.

Witnesses to the attack, which took 
place near 17th Avenue, said the two men 

were arguing at about 7:15 pm when the 
suspect swung the machete at his victim’s 
upper body, burying the weapon deep into 
the victim’s forearm.

The victim was rushed to an area hos-
pital for treatment as his assailant ran 
off — only to be arrested this week and 
charged with attempted murder.

Supermarket raid
Cops nabbed two men who they claim 

tried to knock over an Associates Super-
market on 20th Avenue on Nov. 21.

Workers at the grocery store near 78th 
Street said that the thieves barreled in at 
8:27 am with one of the men carrying both 
a small baseball bat and a large knife.

“I will kill you, give me all your 
money,” the armed thief, age 29, allegedly 
screamed. “Give me all your stuff.”

His accomplice, a 24-year-old man, 
was unarmed, but found a weapon pretty 
quickly: he pulled a beer can from his 
partner’s satchel and threatened to throw 
it at store employees.

After a few tense moments, the thieves 
ran off empty-handed — only to be appre-
hended by police a short time later.

Car-looter arrested
Cops arrested a 42-year-old man who 

they say was looting a car parked on Bay 
16th Street on Nov. 21.

Witnesses called police after they saw 
the thief was ransacking the cabin of a 
2007 Infi niti near 89th Street at 11 pm.

Drunk driver bust
A 51-year-old man was arrested for 

drunk driving along 18th Avenue on Nov. 
22, police said.

Cops say the suspect was pulled over 
near 77th Street at 12:25 am and was taken 
into custody after scoring a .152 — the 
equivalent of a 180 pound man having 
seven drinks.

Bribe boozer caught
A 61-year-old who was arrested for 

drunk driving on Kathleen Court found 
himself in even hotter water on Nov. 27 
when he tried to bribe the two police of-
fi cers who took him into custody.

Police said that the motorist was 
nabbed near Coney Island Avenue after he 
smashed his 2010 Acura into three parked 
cars at 5:15 pm.

But when he was taken to the 61st Pre-
cinct, he asked a cop, “What can I do for 
you so that I don’t see a judge?” then of-
fered to give the cops more than $1,900.

Unfortunately for him, cops got his offer 

on tape — then charged him with bribery. 

Three shot
A trigger-happy gunman opened fi re 

on a group outside of an 86th Street store 
on Nov. 20 — wounding three people.

Witnesses said the victims were stand-
ing outside Mee Mee’s near Avenue V at 
10:31 pm when the suspect opened fi re.

A 30-year-old man was shot in the fore-
arm while a 45-year-old man suffered a 
gunshot wound to the foot, police said. A 
third man, a 38-year-old believed to be the 
intended target, was shot in the buttocks, 
face and leg, police said.

— Thomas Tracy

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND - BRIGHTON BEACH - SEAGATE

48 free hours
A 28-year-old Brighton Beach woman 

arrested for robbery escaped police cus-
tody on Nov. 24 — only to be picked up with 
her boyfriend two days later, cops say.

Janine Power, a resident of Oceanview 
Avenue, was nabbed for allegedly stealing 
a cellphone from a cab driver at the corner 
of Stillwell and Neptune avenues at 6:13 
pm, police said.

The cops were taking her to central 
booking when she jumped out of the police 
car and ran off — but didn’t get far.

Police offi cers patrolling Midwood saw 
Power and her boyfriend, 41-year-old An-
thony D’Angelo, gassing up a car at a ser-
vice station on Coney Island Avenue and 
Avenue P — taking them into custody 
without incident.

Beach vandalism
Someone has been vandalizing and 

breaking into shuttered bathrooms and 
lifeguard stations along Coney Island’s 
fabled Boardwalk this month. Here’s the 
rundown:

• Someone cut the electrical lines to the 
Boardwalk’s main bathroom at Stillwell 
Avenue on Nov. 18. The wires were cut 
from underneath the Boardwalk, the po-
lice noted.

• A thief broke into a locked Boardwalk 
utility room near W. Fifth Street on Nov. 
16, stealing 30 feet of copper wire.

• A goon broke into a locked lifeguard 
station near W. 22nd Street on Nov. 2, 
spray-painting both the walls and lock-
ers inside, our sister publication, the New 
York Post, noted.

• Someone set fi re to a lifeguard station 
and a set of bathrooms near W. 33rd Street 
on Nov. 3. By the time the fi re was put out 

by 60 fi refi ghters, most of the station had 
been destroyed.

• A thief tried to break into a Board-
walk lifeguard station near W. 16th Street, 
but failed to get inside. City employees 
said that the thief tried to pry his way in-
side sometime after midnight.

B.B. bilkers
Cops say two thugs armed with a B.B. 

gun robbed a man of his cash during a 
Nov. 22 robbery on Surf Avenue — only to 
be arrested an hour later.

The two suspects stopped their victim 
near W. Eighth Street at 2 am, placing 
their weapon to the man’s head, according 
to police. They ran off with the victim’s 
money, but they didn’t have time to spend 
it: cops nabbed both men an hour later, 
charging them with robbery.

Busted for weaving
Cops arrested a man who they say 

was driving drunk along Brighton Sixth 
Street on Nov. 28.

The 44-year-old motorist was pulled 
over for driving erratically near Neptune 
Avenue at 2:55 am and was taken into cus-
tody after scoring a .148 — the equivalent 
of a 160 pound man having six drinks — 
on a Breathalyzer test.

Helping hand
Cops arrested a 19-year-old on Nov. 27 

who they say was trying to help a pal es-
cape police custody.

At midnight cops were narrowing 
in on a 16-year-old who was accused of 
punching out another man on Mermaid 
Avenue near W. 17th Street. That’s when 
the 19-year-old offered to change clothes 
with the assault suspect. He then gave the 
alleged thug a boost over a fence as police 
closed in.

But the assistance did little to deter 
cops, who nabbed both the helpful 19-year-
old, as well as the 16-year-old assault sus-
pect, a short time later.

Stuck after stick-up
Cops say a 24-year-old raided a Nep-

tune Avenue store with an air pistol on 
Nov. 25 — but didn’t get far with the loot.

Police said the suspect entered the 
store near Brighton Eighth Street at 10:30 
pm, fl ashed his air pistol, and jumped be-
hind the counter — taking the cash di-
rectly from the register.

He then ran off, ditching the gun in a 
nearby garbage can as cops closed in on him.

Cutting remarks
Police arrested a 16-year-old who they 

say threatened a group of people on W. 31st 
Street while waving a knife on Nov. 25.

Witnesses in the apartment between 
Mermaid and Surf avenues told police 
that the suspect was in the middle of an 
argument at 10:45 pm when he pulled a 
knife and screamed, “I’m going to kill all 
of you.”

Cops arrested the teen before he made 
good on his threats — charging him with 
menacing. — Thomas Tracy
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Do you know an
exceptional woman?
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction for 2012!
25 Women will have their important work profiled in the newspaper, and will be feted at a cocktail party in 
their honor. It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough, in any field.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________
Why are you nominating them? (In 5 lines or less) ________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
How can we reach you or your nominee for more information?
Phone:______________________________________  Email:________________________________________

Or mail this form to:
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction
CNG Newspapers, One Metrotech Center
10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Att: Stephanie Stellaccio

Nominate them

Email your nomination info to womanofdistinction@cnglocal.com  

Assemblyman William Boyland, Jr., the embattled 
state legislator who was acquitted of federal corruption 
charges last month, was arrested on an entirely new set 
of bribery charges on Tuesday.

Brooklyn federal prosecutors claim that Boyland (D-
Bedford Stuyvesant) allegedly sold his political clout 
to deep-pocketed developers so he could pay off his at-
torneys representing him in his November corruption 
trial.

According to the new indictment, Boyland actively 
sought bribes from undercover offi cers pretending to 
be out-of-state developers looking to build on properties 
in his district. Boyland was connected to the develop-
ers from a carnival promoter, who Boyland also sought 
bribes from.

U.S. Attorney Loretta Lynch claims that Boyland so-
licited more than $250,000 in bribes — while his fi rst 
corruption case worked its way through the court sys-
tem. In March, Boyland was arrested for allegedly tak-
ing a $175,000 no-show job with Brookdale Hospital. 
In return, Boyland steered millions of dollars in state 
funds to MediSys, Brookdale Hospital’s parent com-
pany.

Yet a jury didn’t see that way and acquitted Boyland, 
who was seen jubilantly pumping his fi sts in the air out-
side Manhattan federal court after the jury acquitted 
him.

But there will be no fi st pumping this time around: 
prosecutors have Boyland on tape soliciting the bribes, 
claiming that he had unfettered control over any legisla-
tive activity in his district.

“Everything here I’m in control of,” Boyland said, ac-

cording to  court papers. “I’m the politician. I’m the guy 
that can make that move over on this end, so we know the 
folks that can pull the triggers we’re looking for.”

Federal investigators said he didn’t want to accept the 
bribes personally — claiming that he had his own “bag 
man” for that explicit purpose — and that most of the 
bribes would go to the attorneys defending him in court.

“I have legal fees for this legal thing I have,” he was 
recorded as saying. “I have to get clear of these charges, 
but I have to come back in a larger sense.”

Boyland was released on $100,000 bond after he was 
arraigned on the new charges. His attorney, Michael 
K. Bachrach, said that he and his team “will fi ght the 
charges just as hard as we defended the last case.”

Snake on a plane
A Bushwick resident arrested for punching out a fl ight 

attendant 30,000 feet in the air was released on $200,000 
bail on Monday.

Antonio Ynoa, 22, is facing federal assault charges for 
the Nov. 27 attack, but showed no signs of remorse when he 
walked out of Brooklyn federal court on Monday night.

“I feel like a movie star!” Ynoa screamed to reporters 
as he waved a copy of the Daily News above his head. The 
Manhattan tabloid had a story of his arrest on the cover. 
“This is my script.”

Federal prosecutors accuse Ynoa of attacking a Jet 
Blue fl ight attendant in a drunken rage as the plane ap-
proached John F. Kennedy airport on the last leg of the 
trip from the Caribbean.

According to the complaint, Ynoa was obviously 
drunk on the plane and was seen stumbling as he went 
to the bathroom. When a fl ight attendant asked if he was 
OK, he responded: “No. Are you OK?”

A few hours later, he was seen banging his armrest. 
When a fl ight attendant asked him to calm down, he al-
legedly told the woman to “get out of [his] face.”

Still later, those seated around Ynoa said that he was 
sipping from a bottle he had bought at the duty-free shop. 
When the fl ight attendant demanded that he hand over 
the bottle, he threw his backpack at the woman, then al-
legedly punched her three times in the face.

The attendants and NYPD Offi cer Anibal Mercado, a 
passenger taking the same plane back from New York, 
managed to subdue Ynoa until the plane landed and he 
was taken into custody.

Oh, Boy-land! Assemblyman arrested again
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The former Victory Memorial Hospital is now

SUNY Downstate Medical Center 
at Bay Ridge

Urgent Care Center
11:00am - 9:00pm

Walk in Medical Care
No Appointment Necessary

Board-certified Emergency Physicians

Ambulatory Surgery Center
Same-day surgical procedures,

Pre-surgical clearance,
Lab work, Diagnostic Procedures, X-rays

Advanced Endoscopy Center
Laser Vision Correction Center

(LASIK & PRK)

Grand opening
and free tours!

Call for information
(718) 270-2403

699 92nd Street, Brooklyn NY 11228 

BY JOANNA DELBUONO
Sol Polish, an inveter-

ate writer and chronicler 
of days-gone-by whose wry 
sense of humor and Runy-
onesque recollections of life 
before, during, and after 
the Great Depression ap-
peared week after week in 
the pages of Courier Life, 
died peacefully on Nov. 21 
at the New York State Veter-
ans Home in Queens of nat-
ural causes. He was 96. 

Polish kept old-time 
Brooklyn alive in his col-
umn “Remembering Brook-
lyn,” which chronicled the 
adventures of Canarsie’s 
98th Street Kids in the 1920s 
and ’30s: “Greazy Gus,” 
“Goomba,” “Suchie” and 
Polish himself, “Skinny,” 
delighting readers of the 
Courier from the 1970s un-
til he retired it in 2007 at the 
age of 92.

Polish then frequently 
contributed “Looking 
Back,” which told stories 

of Polish’s adventures in 
World War II and the Ko-
rean War in the Courier’s 
popular Harbor Watch 
supplement, which appears 
each week in our Bay Ridge 
edition. His last column 
was published on April 29 
of this year.

Polish was born Sept. 
18, 1915 in Canarsie, the 
youngest of two boys, to 
immigrant parents. He at-

tended PS 115 and Thomas 
Jefferson High School and 
enlisted in the cavalry in 
1941 after becoming enam-
ored with all those horse 
soldiers he saw at the Satur-
day matinees.

But as the army phased 
out his unit in favor of 
tanks, Polish found himself 
transferring into the infan-
try division and served in 
Europe as a cryptographer 

until his discharge in 1946. 
After a short span as a civil-
ian, Polish re-upped in 1950 
and served in the Korean 
confl ict —the same year 
that he married his beloved 
wife Lil.

He and Lil moved into an 
apartment in Canarsie after 
his second discharge, where 
he lived until July when he 
took ill and moved to the 
Veterans facility in Queens. 
They had no children.

His niece, Anne Baum-
garten, said that she would 
be keeping Polish’s beloved 
Smith Corona typewriter, 
which he used to type every 
column that appeared in 
the Courier.

“He was so proud of two 
things: his military service, 
and the fact that his work 
still appeared in Harbor 
Watch,” she said. 

Polish was interred last 
Friday, next to his wife Lil, 
who passed away in Sep-
tember 2010.

REMEMBERING SOL
Beloved Courier Life columnist dies at 96
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Member FDIC 

Plus, get up to $100 when you open a Business Checking account and use 
Flushing Bank’s Online Bill Pay and Debit Card.* Visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889 or go to www.FlushingBank.com.

Business Checking just got more interesting.

*New account with new money only. For purposes of the promotion, a new business checking account is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank business checking account(s). New 
money is defined as money not currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. The annual percentage yield (APY) for the Business Checking Plus Interest is 1.50% for daily account balances of $15,000 and greater. This rate will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end 
of this 90-day Guarantee Rate Period the rate will revert to the standard tier pricing for the account. The APY is effective July 21, 2011. You must maintain a daily balance of $15,000 or greater for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield. You will receive $50 for the completion 
of 5 debit card purchases. And $50 for the completion of 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal. Each debit card purchase and each online bill-payment must be $25 or more and must be completed prior to 60 days after the end of the promotion. 
The promotion compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days after the promotion ends. Promotion ends on September 30, 2011. The offer is subject to change and early termination without prior notice at any time. A 1099 will be issued in the amount 
credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open this account. No minimum balance is required to avoid a monthly maintenance fee. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information. 
Flushing Bank is a trade name of Flushing Savings Bank, FSB.

Business Checking Plus

INTEREST
• Earn a great interest rate
• Zero monthly maintenance fees

1.50%
APY*

On balances of $15,000 or more in a  
Business Checking Plus Interest account 

B U S I N E S S  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

By Camille Sperrazza
Eat your fruits and vegetables.
Thanks to Three Guys From Brooklyn, 

you can eat quality produce at an afford-
able price.

The fruit and vegetable emporium in 
Bay Ridge, started by hard-working Brook-
lynite Stanley Zimmerman in 1975, has 
done its part to keep residents healthy for 
more than 35 years. That’s staying power.

While so many other fruit stands have 
gone the way of white disco suits, Three 
Guys From Brooklyn has kept its eye on 
satisfying a consumer need — consistently 
providing fresh, delicious fruits and vegeta-
bles to its customers, all at affordable prices.

This goal was accomplished by three 
men with street smarts. It was 1978 when 
Zimmerman expanded the business, mov-
ing it to a new location, and bringing his 
brother, Howard, and his brother-in-law, 
Harry, into the fold. These straight-shoot-
ers called this venture Three Guys From 
Brooklyn.  

Today, the three guys who run it — 
Scott  Zimmerman, and business partners 
Phil Penta and Phil Penta, Jr. — maintain 
that same vision. 

“We make sure the rich and the poor can 
afford the finest fruits and vegetables, no 
matter what their budget,” says Penta Jr. 
“It’s easy to sell the cheap price. We sell 
value.”

They also carry just about everything 
— more than 300 fruit and vegetables, in-
cluding some you may not have tried, like 
dragon fruit, star fruit, and pepino melon. 
If you’re sick of the same old same old, 
you’ve come to the right place.

Three Guys From Brooklyn stocks a 
variety of grocery items, too, so shopping 
there saves you time, as well as money. As 
our borough is so diverse, there are items of 
interest to all ethnicities.

“We’re home to everyone from every-
where,” says Penta Jr. 

Take advantage of the store’s loyalty 
program. Customers earn points on every 
purchase, and these points are redeemed 
for gift cards, good on future purchases. 
Special promotions offer double points, 
so you can earn rewards faster. You don’t 
have to be a mathematician to figure out 
that’s a good deal.

The company cares about the environ-
ment, too. 

“Our green effort is one of the most ag-
gressive in the city,” says Penta Jr. “We 
have been working to break down waste 
into water, keeping trailers off the road.” 

By converting solid food waste into liq-
uid, it becomes suitable for conventional 
sewer systems. 

“We’re the very first green grocer in 

Brooklyn to address the problem,” he says.
These efforts help the immediate neigh-
borhood. Unsightly waste is not lining the 
streets, attracting vermin, and causing foul 
odors to linger. 

“We’re mindful of our neighbors’ wel-
fare,” says Penta Jr. 

They’ve also taken steps to reduce their 
demand for energy, installing a system for 
their pumps, refrigerators, and equipment 
that uses less electricity, Penta Jr. says. 

Three Guys From Brooklyn [6502 
Ft. Hamilton Pkwy, corner of 65th Street 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 748-8340]. Open 
seven days a week, 24 hours a day, even 
holidays. For more information, visit 
www.3guysfrombrooklyn.com.  

You’ll find everything from apples to oranges 
— to the more exotic dragon fruit — 

at this Bay Ridge store.

Three Guys bringing fresh produce to Brooklyn

Three Guys From Brooklyn, on Fort Hamilton 
Parkway, is a Bay Ridge institution.

Photos by Steve Solomonson

Phil Penta, Jr. shows off the amazing selection 
of fresh produce you’ll find at Three Guys 

From Brooklyn.
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Paying too 
much for 
heating oil?
If you answered yes, then 
you owe it to yourself to make 
a simple phone call today.

877.237.9102
petro.com

Find out why your neighbors choose Petro, making 
us the #1 home heating oil company in the country. 

Ask how we can help you achieve 

ENERGY SAVINGS OF AT LEAST 
10% — GUARANTEED!*

Commit to saving energy 
and the environment. 

OIL   |   AC   |   PROPANE   |   NATURAL GAS 
PLUMBING   |   HOME SECURITY

*For boilers only. Savings based on installation of Beckett AquaSmart boiler control. May not be available 
in all areas. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Subject to change without notice. Additional terms 
and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2011 Petro. P_11461

Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 

www.NYParenting.com 

New sky-high ride heading to Coney
BY DANIEL BUSH

Thrill-seekers will get 
a bird’s-eye view of Coney 
Island next summer — at 
speeds of up to 60-miles-
per-hour — when Central 
Amusement opens a new 
ride that combines the 
thrills of bungee jumping 
with the thrills of, well, sky-
diving.

The new Skycoaster 
will swing harnessed rid-
ers through the air on ca-
bles stretched between two 
roughly 110-foot-tall towers, 
sending riders at the break-
neck speed back and forth 
in a pendulum motion. The 
ride lasts roughly fi ve min-
utes. 

A spokesman for Central 
Amusement did not say how 
much each thrill will cost, 
but said that the Skycoaster 
will join a  new go-kart track 
inside of the Speed Zone , an 
amusement park a stone’s 
throw from the Boardwalk 
that’s scheduled to open 
next April.

Central Amusement 
promised to bring new, 
state-of-the-art rides to the 
historic amusement district 
after being tapped by the 

city to revitalize the heart 
of Coney Island in 2009.

In 2010, the  company 
opened Luna Park , the fi rst 
new amusement park to 
open in the People’s Play-
ground in almost 50 years. 
Central Amusement also 
opened Scream Zone, an-
other amusement park, this 
spring, drawing praised 
from city offi cials who 
backed the Bloomberg Ad-
ministration’s vision for a 
“new” Coney Island.

“Coney’s best days as 
America’s Playground for 
the 21st century are yet to 

come,” said Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz.

So far the parks have 
been a hit: approximately 
640,000 people visited them 
this summer, taking more 
than 2 million rides, accord-
ing to the city, which leased 
the land to Central Amuse-
ment in a 10-year deal. 

Central Amusement 
grabbed headlines last 
month when  several long-
time Boardwalk businesses 
— including Cha Cha’s bar 
and Beer Island — were 
evicted to make way for up-
scale eateries . 

Coney developer Central Amusement is planning to build a Sky-
coaster ride and a go-kart track in this empty lot near the Board-
walk. Community Newspaper Group / Daniel Bush
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T

After serving the community for 11 
years, Island Shores, the only all-inclu-
sive senior residence on Staten Island, is 
ready to re-open it’s newly renovated ac-
commodations. 

Get an excusive tour Saturday, Dec. 3, 
from noon to 4pm.

Stroll along the boardwalk. Enjoy a 
mid-afternoon Tai Chi class. Watch the 
moonlight shimmer on the water and 
now, enjoy our newly renovated accom-
modations overlooking New York Har-
bor.

Our newly installed windows allow 
for comfortable opening, all the better to 
enjoy soft summer breezes from the bay. 
Easy-to-control digital heat and air units 
were included with the upgrades also. 
But the most anticipated feature is our 
private marble bathrooms, which will 
now feature full walk-in showers with 
built-in benches and additional coun-
terpace. Finally, this summer, our exte-
rior received a contemporary townhouse 
facelift, providing the feel of a gated 
community with decorated gazebos and 

manicured lawns for bocce games.
The celebration, which is open to the 

community, will start at noon at the Is-

land Shores Midland Beach location on 
Father Capodanno Boulevard. Visitors 
will be able to enjoy refreshments while 

touring the building and obtain infor-
mation about senior housing. Tours will 
highlight the upgrades made in the last 
year, including easy operational win-
dows, digital air and heat units, marble 
walk-in showers, exterior townhouse 
facelift, and decorated grounds, which 
include gazebos and the bocce area.

The residents will also be holding 
their annual Holiday Charity Fair during 
the same time. The fair includes raffles, 
giveaways, vendors, baked goods, and 
handmade art and crafts. All proceeds 
go to local charities the residents have 
chosen. 

“This event is something the residents 
look forward to all year round. They 
enjoy being able to participate in their 
community and give back during the 
holiday season,” explains Community 
Outreach Coordinator Kimberly Brown. 

Island Shores Senior Residences 
[1111 Father Capodanno Blvd. at Mid-
land Avenue, on Staten Island (718) 
667-0666]. For information, visit http://
www.islandshores.org.

Island Shores Senior Residence grand re-opening celebration

Island Shores Senior Residences on Staten Island is inviting the community to an exclusive 
tour of its newly renovated accomodations on Dec. 3.

Free Energy Efficiency 
Services through 
EmPower New YorkSM

For more information about EmPower, 
visit GetEnergySmart.org/empower 
or call 1-800-263-0960.

RESMISC-ad-EmPower 
4/11 

Do you have a limited income and 
are you feeling the pinch? 
Get free energy efficiency services through EmPower 
New York and take control of your energy use. 

High energy costs can strain any household budget, but they are 
a real challenge to families living on a limited income. Poor insulation, 
air leaks, and inefficient lighting and appliances can all add up to 
high energy costs. 
Help is available for you. EmPower New York offers free energy 
efficiency services and education to HEAP eligible low-income 
New Yorkers, including renters. 
A participating contractor, accredited by the Building Performance 
Institute (BPI), will provide energy efficiency measures, such as 
insulation, high efficiency lighting, and upgrades to appliances, 
all at no cost to you. 
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BY DAN MACLEOD
Shore Road has become 

a demolition derby where 
speeding cars careen out 
of control and crash into 
parked vehicles as they try 
to negotiate a blind curve, 
and it’s only a matter of time 
before someone gets hurt, 
say neighbors who want the 
city to slow the cars down.

Cars routinely speed 
along the area directly 
in front of Xaverian High 
School at speeds of more 

than 40 miles-per-hour, de-
spite the fact that the speed 
limit nearby is 15 miles-per-
hour during school hours, 
residents claim. 

And Evie Wexler says 
that speeding vehicles 
have smashed up her be-
loved Volkswagen twice in 
the past 18 months because 
there is nothing slowing 
down reckless drivers.

“It’s a danger zone,” she 
said of the winding road 
between MacKay Place and 
69th Street. 

Last July, a Belt Park-
way-bound motorcycle skid-
ded out of control and slid 
into her parked car. Then, 
two weeks ago, her car was 
parked in the same spot and 
got slammed into again, this 
time by a car that pushed it 
onto the sidewalk and caus-
ing $10,000 in damage.

There also aren’t any 
crosswalks across Shore 
Road, which means that 
pedestrians strolling along 
the promenade or walking 
out to the 69th Street Pier 
 have to play Frogger  if they 
want to get across the street 
in one piece.

“I try not to walk my 
dogs between 3 and 4 pm be-
cause it’s a lunatic asylum 
out here,” said Carol Ma-
honey, who lives directly 
in front what she says is 
ground zero for car crashes. 
“I don’t know why the cops 
don’t sit out here and ticket 
because it’s a speedway. It 
goes on all day long,”

Cops from the 68th Pre-
cinct say that they have re-
ceived complaints at that 
location and regularly have 
offi cers patrol the area. 

Neighbors are split as to 
whether there should be a 
stop sign or a traffi c signal, 
but they all agree: the city 
needs to act before someone 
gets hurt.

Shore Road has two stop 
signs in the area — one on 
75th Street, and another 
on 69th Street. But the six 
blocks of unfettered driving 

makes drivers think that 
they’re in an Acura com-
mercial, said Wexler.

“When there’s an open 
roadway, people take advan-
tage of it,” she said.

The city denied that 
the area is dangerous, but 
promised to check it out af-
ter we contacted them about 
the complaints.

“We will study this lo-
cation to determine if any 
changes are appropriate,” 
said Department of Trans-
portation spokesman Monty 
Dean, who said that there 
has never been a fatality 
on that block, and there has 
only been one injury from 
2006 to 2010.

Justin Brannan, spokes-
man for Councilman Vin-
cent Gentile (D–Bay Ridge), 
said that his offi ce plans to 
request that the city install 
a stop sign.

BUSINESS BROOKLYN STYLE – ADVERTISEMENT

By Dr. Stephen Finger

The Supreme Court has finally decided to rule on 
the constitutionality of the humorously titled Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act or, more 
colloquially, ObamaCare. The question to be an-
swered by The Court is whether the Constitution’s  
Commerce Clause, which states that Congress can 
‘regulate commerce among the states’, allows the 
Federal  government to  mandate that all Ameri-
cans purchase health insurance.       

“The Convention will come to order. Please, no 
talking until recognized by the chair, and no conde-
scending liberal bias without press credentials from 
MSNBC.

The Chair recognizes Thomas Jefferson of Virginia.”
“Ich bin ein Berliner.”
“What?!”
(Legend has it that, because of the great number 

of German immigrants in the various colonies, the 
colonists had originally considered making Ger-
man, rather than English, the official language of 
the United States.)

“Oops, sorry...Mr. President and fellow del-
egates. We are all aware of the difficulties faced 
by our citizens in conducting business with 13 sep-
erate colonies, each with its own set of taxes and 
tariffs. I would like to propose a short clause that 
would allow Congress to ‘regulate commercial in-
tercourse among the states.’ “     

“Good, but maybe drop the ‘intercourse’ part and 
make it just ‘commerce.’ The Pilgrims have their 
issues.”                                                                        

Anyway, however it happened, the Constitution 
was ratified and Congress was soon hard at work 
seeking to earn every bit of its 9% approval rating. 
Over the years what had started out as a few words 
to resolve intractable conflicts ended up provid-
ing justification for any law the Congress wanted 
to pass as long as it had anything to do with or 
‘touched upon’ or was related to in any way any-
thing which involved more than one state, most 
recently ObamaCare and the ‘mandate.’     

Of course, every state already has health care 
laws and an insurance department to enforce those 
laws. But remember, patients often go to doctors, 
and doctors frequently have travel magazines in 
their waiting rooms and these magazines often 
contain stories about other states and patients often 
read those stories and patients and doctors some-
times go to other states and sometimes come back 
again as well and some patients can even spell, ‘in-
terstate’ and.........

Clearly the Commerce Clause gives Congress the 
power to control the entire health care industry...
and many other industries as well.

If this is all starting to make sense to you, you 
can probably get a job teaching Constitutional Law 
someplace, regardless of where you were born.

Dr. Finger practices medicine in Brooklyn. 
He was both the Libertarian and Republican 
candidate for Congress in NY’s 11th C.D. in 
2006. DrSteveFinger@aol.com.

Previous columns posted at: www.ThePoint-
ingFinger.blogspot.com.

Take My Health Care Mandate, 
Please!

The Pointing Finger

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Attn:

LANDLORDS

OVER 35
YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE
718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

SHORE CRASH ZONE
Blamed on lack of stop sign

The beloved Volkswagen of Evie Wexler (left) was sideswiped ear-
lier this month by a speeding driver who lost control while coming 
around a blind corner on Shore Road and MacKay Place.  
 Photos by Dan MacLeod
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Love Cooking?

Love Italy?

O N E  O F  T H E  W O R L D ’ S  L E A D I N G  C U L I N A R Y  C E N T E R S 

�  �  �  �  �

You’re going to love our exclusive Italian 
culinary study abroad program with 10 weeks  

in New York and 18 weeks in Italy.

Come discover what makes our Italian  
program a “life changing” experience while  
enjoying an incredible chef demonstration,  

and delicious Italian cuisine and wine.

Private tours are available from 6 - 7pm

email: success@intlculcenter.com

Thursday, Dec 15th, 7-8pm
RSVP to 888.324.2433

>Where Successful Chefs Start.™
Italian

I N T E R N A T I O N A L C U L I N A R Y C E N T E R . C O M

What Did You Miss This Thanksgiving?
The holiday season is a merry time fi lled with social 

gatherings, family sing-alongs and a jingle bell or two.
But for those with diffi culty hearing, 

the festivities aren’t as joyful as they should be.

At American Audiology, we want to help 
everyone with hearing loss enjoy the sounds

of this holiday season. And with our team 
of experienced  hearing professionals, it’s more

possible than ever before. Taking advantage 
of the latest hearing science and

cutting-edge technology, 
you will experience the following benefi ts:

0% FINANCING AVAILABLE

Get Started Today and We Guarantee
You’ll Be Hearing for the Holidays

718-761-0088
AMERICAN AUDIOLOGY

8005 17th Avenue at 80th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

www.american-audiology.com

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
December 5 - December 9
FREE hearing consultation& screening

FREE otoscopic ear examination
FREE technology demonstration

Space is limited, RSVP today!

Hearing Aids
Start At
$750

each
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
CitiMortgage, Inc., in ac- 
cordance with its rights  
as current secured party,  
will conduct a public sale  
of security: the proprie- 
tary lease and 297  
shares of stock of NOR- 
MA APARTMENTS TEN- 
ANTS CORP. Said se- 
curity is appurtenant to  
premises: located at  
3215 Avenue H, Apt.  
10M, BROOKLYN, NY  
11210. Said sale in- 
cludes the fixtures and  
articles of personal prop- 
erty now or hereafter af- 
fixed to or used in con- 
nection with said premis- 
es. The sale shall be on  
December 15, 2011 at  
10:30 AM at the foot of  
the Courthouse steps,  
facing Adams Street, of  
the Supreme Court of the  
State of New York,  
County of Kings located  
at 360 Adams Street,  
Brooklyn, NY 11201. The  
secured party reserves  
the right to bid. The se- 
cured party makes no  
representations or war- 
ranties as to the title or  
premises being sold  
herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
JPMorgan Chase Bank,  
in accordance with its  
rights as current secured  
party, will conduct a pub- 
lic sale of security: the  
proprietary lease and 55  
shares of stock of 745  
Owners Corp. Said se- 
curity is appurtenant to  
premises: located at 745  
East 31st Street, Apt. 2D,  
BROOKLYN, NY 11210.  
Said sale includes the fix- 
tures and articles of per- 
sonal property now or  
hereafter affixed to or  
used in connection with  
said premises. The sale  
shall be on December  
15th, 2011 at 10:00AM  
at the foot of the Court- 
house steps, facing Ad- 
ams Street, of the Su- 
preme Court of the State  
of New, York, County of  
Kings, located at 360 Ad- 
ams Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11201. The secured par- 
ty reserves the right to  
bid. The secured party  
makes no representa- 
tions or warranties as to  
the title or premises be- 
ing sold herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

NEWEL REAL ESTATE  
MANAGEMENT, LLC, a  
domestic Limited Liability  
Company (LLC), filed with  
the Sec of State of NY on  
9/29/11. NY Office loca- 
tion: Kings County.  SSNY  
is designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served.  SSNY shall mail  
a copy of any process  
against the LLC served  
upon him/her to The LLC,  
164 Diamond St., Brook- 
lyn, NY 11222. General  
Purposes.

Notice of Formation of  
CAJ PRODUCTIONS  
MERGER, LLC. Arts. of  
Org. filed with Secy. of  
State of NY (SSNY) on  
11/07/11. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County.   
Princ. office of LLC:  
236-250 Greenpoint  
Ave., Brooklyn, NY  
11222. SSNY designated  
as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to the  
LLC at the addr. of its  
princ. office. Purpose:  
Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

363 7TH AVENUE LLC  
Art. Of Org, Filed Sec. Of  
State of NY 06/21/2011.  
Off. Loc.: Kings Co. SSNY  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY to mail copy of pro- 
cess to  THE LLC, 363  
7TH Avenue, Brooklyn, NY  
11215. Purpose: Any  
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: GO  
LUXURY COACHES, LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 10/26/2011. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
HELPING HAND PARALE- 
GALS, LLC 155 WATER  
STREET BROOKLYN, NY  
11201. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

YOSHIDA PLANNING,  
LLC Art. Of Org, Filed  
Sec. Of State of NY  
09/12/2011. Off. Loc.:  
Kings Co. CSC designat- 
ed as agent upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY to mail  
copy of process to  THE  
LLC, C/O Corporation  
Service Company, 80  
State Street, Albany, NY  
12207. Purpose: Any  
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: EPI- 
CUREAN CREATIONS  
LLC. Articles of Organiza- 
tion filed with Secretary  
of State of New York  
(SSNY) on 06/10/2010.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY designated  
as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail copy of pro- 
cess to: THE LLC 321  
BAY 8TH ST FL 2  
BROOKLYN, NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE 
MONEY

BY SHOPPING 
IN OUR 

CLASSIFIEDS

CALL 718-260-2555 
TO ADVERTISE HERE
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Purchase These Vouchers

Exclusively AT:
www.BoroDeal.com

REGULAR PRICE

The Fine Print

$15.00
$30

$15 BUYS $30 WORTH OF DESIGNER KIDS 
CLOTHING AT COQUETTE KIDSWEAR

Limit per person: 2 (+1 as a gift)
Promotion Expires on February 01, 2012
Limit one voucher per transaction
Not valid for sale merchandise

Coquette Kidswear
Clothing, Shoes, Jewelry,
Accessories, and More!

Help your kids dress to impress with today’s 

deal from Coquette Kidswear: $15 buys you 

$30 worth of fine children’s clothing.

You don’t need to shlepp your kids all the 

way to Madison Ave for great fashion, and you 

don’t have to pay Madison Ave prices for qual-

ity designer duds. Coquette Kidswear has been 

outfitting Brooklyn’s kids for the past 18 years, 

offering a great selection of clothing for girls 

and boys. Browse threads from Splendid, Ella 

Moss, Alice & Olivia, Il Gufo, Vintage Havana, 

Baby Graziella, Bloch Shoes, Submarine, Joe’s 

Jeans, and many more!

Surprise your mini fashion fan with today’s 

deal from Coquette Kidswear!

439 Avenue U
(corner of east 4th street)

Brooklyn NY, 11223
718-627-7000

Coquette Kidswear

By Camille Sperrazza
 There’s no better stocking stuffer than a 
dazzling piece of jewelry.
Yes, good things really do come in small 
boxes.
 Malson’s Jewelers, located on the lower 
level of the King’s Plaza Shopping Mall in 
Mill Basin, has been making the season jolly 
for more than 40 years. It is one of the mall’s 
original tenants.
 For the holiday season, the store is offering 
substantial savings on incredible pieces of jew-
elry. For example, engagement rings are “75 
percent off retail price,” says owner Ruby Bibi. 
Imagine the excitement of that special some-
one waking up to fi nd a surprise like that under 
the tree. The gift of jewelry, is, after all, almost 
always about creating special memories. 
 No doubt this is what the designers of Pan-

dora jewelry had in mind. A Pandora bracelet 
allows gift-givers to create customized pieces 
to commemorate special occasions. For ex-
ample, the gift-giver can select beads in the 
recipient’s favorite colors. Add charms that 
you know your recipient will enjoy, such as a 
baby carriage with a birthstone, if there’s been 
a recent addition to the family. Or, a house, if 
the person has moved to a new home. Pet lov-
ers may appreciate dog or cat pieces. 
 The nice thing about giving a Pandora 
bracelet is that once you do so, it solves the 
problem of what to give as a gift for a long 
time to come, since pieces can be added for 
every occasion. 
 “There’s something that covers every un-
forgettable moment,” says Bibi. “Everyone 
should have at least one Pandora bracelet. It’s 
a great gift item for under $100.”
 Malson’s Jewelers is an authorized dealer 
of many fi ne watches such as Movado, Bulo-
va, Citizen, Gucci, and G-Shock. Don’t think 
that just because cellphones display the time, 
people won’t appreciate wearing one of these 
beautiful watches. 
 “People are coming in more than ever 
for watches,” says Bibi. “While the price of 
gold affects jewelry in a big way, the price of 
watches is at a constant. We offer several at 
discounted prices, and they make great gifts.”
 If you’re one of many people who would 
like to purchase jewelry as gifts, but don’t 

have anything specifi c in mind, you’ve come 
to the right place. The staff at Malson’s Jewel-
ers has helped many who fi nd themselves in 
this same situation. After more than 40 years 
experience, they can come up with quite a few 
suggestions. 

 You’ll be able to see hundreds of pieces 
of beautiful jewelry, including rings and ear-
rings, in an assortment of styles. Surely, there 
will be something that captures your eye. 
 “We have great gifts for yourself or a loved 
one,” assures Bibi.
 Brides and grooms are always welcome, 
and there is a large selection of wedding 
bands.
Need cash to do some shopping? 
 “We help many people in the community 
by buying gold, silver, coins, and diamonds,” 
says Bibi. “We pay cash on the spot.”
 Malson’s Jewelers [5100 Avenue U at Flat-
bush Avenue in Mill Basin, (718) 253-6236]. 
Open Mondays through Saturdays, 10 am 
– 9:30 pm, and Sundays 10 am – 8 pm. For 
more information, visit www.bestbrooklyn-
jeweler.com.

S H O P  ‘ N ’  G O  F E AT U R E D  M E R C H A N T  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

This beautiful Pandora pearl necklace with ster-
ling silver charm in 14-carat gold and a 0.03-carat 
diamond, shown here by Malsons Sales Associate 

Mihaela Bulat, is the perfect holiday gift.

Find the perfect holiday gift at Malson’s Jewelers

Malsons Jewelers is located on the lower level of 
Kings Plaza. Photos by Steve Solomonson

Pandora charm bracelets are a popular gift.
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*Spend $50 or more pre-tax at a participating retailer, or spend $50 or more pre-tax and pre-tip at a participating restaurant. **Only printed, dated, original register receipt for 
purchases made between Thursday, November 24, 2011 and Friday, December 23, 2011 are eligible. Minimum $50 purchase must appear on one receipt. ***Limit one pair of tickets 
per household. Tickets are selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while supplies last. Tickets are valued at up to $220 per pair, and will be mailed by January 27, 2012.

Every Shopper Gets FREE Show or Sports Tickets...
Just For Sending In Your Receipt!

1. Spend at least $50 at any of 
   the participating Shop ’n’ Go 
   retailers or restaurants listed 
   on the page at right.* 

2. Fill out the coupon on the 
   following page and attach 
   your original, dated, printed 
   register receipt.**

3. Mail the coupon and receipt
   in to us by December 28, 2011 
   to receive

  YOUR TWO FREE TICKETS TO 

  AN EVENT LISTED HERE!***

How To Get Your Free Tickets

SayGoodnightGracie.net SistasTheMusical.comLoveLossOnstage.com MySinatra.com

StompOnline.com Islanders.NHL.com VocaPeopleNYC.com GazillionBubbleShow.com
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ATTACH YOUR ORIGINAL PRINTED AND DATED REGISTER RECEIPT FOR A MINIMUM OF $50 AND MAIL TO: CNG SHOP-N-GO / 
1 MetroTech North, 10th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11201. Mailed coupons must be postmarked by 12/28/11 and received by 1:00 pm on 
1/4/12. Limit one complimentary pair of tickets per household. Tickets selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while 
supplies last. Open to legal residents of the state of New York, age 18 or older. Void where prohibited. Receipt must be attached 
to original newspaper coupon to be eligible for promotion (no reproductions). Keep a copy of your receipt for your records.
       Yes. I want to receive messages from the Community Newspaper Group (CNG) and its business partners about their 
products, services and future promotions. I understand that my personal information may be shared with business partners 
of CNG for this purpose. Communications on privacy policy should be addressed to:  
Privacy Officer, CNG/New York Post, 1211 Avenue of the Americas, NY, NY  10036.

FIRST NAME, LAST NAME................................................................................................
ADDRESS.......................................................................................................................
APT, CITY, STATE, ZIP......................................................................................................
DAYTIME PHONE..............................................................................................................
EVENING PHONE..............................................................................................................
E-MAIL ADDRESS..............................................................................................................
BIRTHDATE (MM/DD/YYYY)............................................................................................
IN WHICH CNG PUBLICATION DID YOU SEE THIS AD?........................................................
TO WHICH RETAILER/RESTAURANT DID YOU GO?..............................................................
PICK YOUR TICKETS
1ST CHOICE........................    2ND CHOICE........................    3RD CHOICE........................
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Anatolian Gyro 
Restaurant
1605 Sheepshead Bay Road
 Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 769-4754
www.mygyro.com
Ben Simon Salon & 
Day Spa
468 Avenue P
Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 998-3099
www.bensimonspany.com
Boost Mobile
3703 Nostrand Avenue location
Brooklyn NY 11235
(718) 332-3636
BoPo Tech Electronics
8617 Fifth Avenue
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 11209
(866) GEE-BOPO
 www.bopotech.com
Borbas Pharmacy
2046 Bath Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 677-9066
www.borbassupply.com
Cameras & Electronics
2378 60th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11204
(718) 534-4626
Casa Pepe Restaurant
114 Bay Ridge Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11220
(718) 833-8865
www.casapepe.com
Clemente’s Crab House
3939 Emmons Avenue
Brooklyn NY 11235
(718) 646-7373
www.clementescrabhouse.com

Courts Caribbean 
Appliances, Electronics & Furniture
2822 Church Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11226
(877) 852-6878
www.courtscaribbean.com

Culpepper’s Restaurant
1082 Nostrand Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11225
(718) 940-4122

EBA
Electronics, Appliances & Bedding
2361 Nostrand Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11210
(718) 253-4700
www.shopeba.com

Edible Arrangements
5114 Avenue N location
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(347) 587-7500

Edible Arrangements
1446 86th Street location
Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 837-3784

Edible Arrangements
1557 Ralph Avenue location
Brooklyn, NY 11236
(718) 451-3344

Edible Arrangements
1736 Sheepshead Bay Rd location
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 535 -7909

Greenhouse Café
7717 4th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

Greenpoint Trees
Downtown Brooklyn location
Willoughby St. at Flatbush Avenue
1-800-399-7796
www.greenpointtrees.com

Greenpoint Trees
Williamsburg location
Berry St. at N. 7th Street
1-800-399-7796
www.greenpointtrees.com

Greenpoint Trees
Greenpoint location
Nassau Ave & Diamond St.                   
1-800-399-7796
www.greenpointrees.com

Greenpoint Trees
Greenpoint location
Manhattan Ave. & Calyer Street
1-800-399-7796
www.greenpointrees.com

Il Fornetto 
Restaurant
2902 Emmons Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 332-8494

Kouros Diner
3861 Nostrand Avenue
Brooklyn NY
(718) 743-5776

Life Emporium Thrift 
Shop
515 5th Avenue
Near 12th St in Park Slope
(718)788-5433

Malson’s Jewelry
Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 253-6236

Mill Basin Kosher Deli 
Restaurant
5823 Avenue T
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 241-4910
www.millbasindeli.com
Natural Balance Massage
& Wellness Center
3013 Quentin Rd.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-336-8400
www.naturalbalancemassage.com
Nick’s Lobster Restaurant 
& Seafood Market
2777 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 253-7117
www.nickslobster.com
Onofrio D’Oro Jewelers
7407 5th Avenue
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 11209
(718) 680-5723
onofriodoro.com
The Pearl Room 
Restaurant
8201 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666
www.thepearlroom.com
Pilo Arts Day Spa 
& Salon
8412 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748-7411
www.PiloArts.com
Rebar
147 Front Street
DUMBO, Brooklyn 11201
(718) 797-2322
rebarnyc.com

Salvi Restaurant
4220 Quentin Rd.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 252-3030
www.salvirestaurant.com

Sandy’s Toy Bin
3808 Nostrand Avenue
Brooklyn NY 11235
(347) 275-7954

Satnick Fine Jewelry & 
Watches
187 State Street
in Downtown Brooklyn
(718) 852-1421

Studio 19 Salon
1610 East 19th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11229
(718) 336-7373
www.studio19salonandspa.com

True Value Almac Hardware
2 Newkirk Plaza at E. 16 Street 
Brooklyn, NY  11226
(718) 434-1736
www.almachardware.com

Water Street Restaurant
66 Water Street
DUMBO, Brooklyn 11201
(718) 625-9352
www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

World of Wireless
2582 Coney Island Avenue
Brooklyn NY 11223
(718) 676-9620

Yiasou Restaurant
2003 Emmons Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 332-6064

AnAnatatololliaian n GyGyroro 
RR ttt t

CoCoCourururtststsssssstssss C C Carararaararaaaribibii bebeanan GrG eeenpnpointt T Trereeses MiMilll  BBasasinn KKosheer r DeDelili 
R t t

SaSaSaSSS lvi Restaurant

Official Participating BROOKLYN Retailers & Restaurants

For a complete list of official participants, including Queens & The Bronx, 
visit 

www.brooklyndaily.com/shopngo

Look for advertising from our 
participating retailers and restaurants 

in your local CNG Newspapers
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1-800-860-8707 (TTY: 1-800-558-1125) • fideliscare.org
Monday-Sunday 8am-8pm

Fidelis Medicare Advantage plans include
one or more of the following features:

Quality Health Coverage
• Thousands of quality doctors and hospitals in

our growing network (search our online provider 
directory at fideliscare.org)

• $5 copay for visits to your primary care doctor 
• $750 Flexible Spending Benefit
• $0 copay for preventive lab tests 
• Personalized service...we’ll meet with you in

the comfort of your own home 

The benefit information provided herein is a brief summary, not a comprehensive description of benefits. For more information contact the
plan. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or     copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1, 2013. Please contact
Fidelis Care for details. 

Fidelis Care is a health plan with a Medicare contract.

It’s Our Mission.

H3328 FC 11158 File and Use 09/14/2011

BY DAN MACLEOD
An annual pre-Thanks-

giving soiree brought out 
the best of Bay Ridge last 
week. 

More than 100 parish-
ioners, locals, and hun-
gry families feasted on a 
Thanksgiving dinner last 
Monday at the yearly Feed-

ing the Family event at 
Our Lady of Angels on 74th 
Street between Third and 
Fourth avenues.

The holiday event was 
sponsored by the 68th Pre-
cinct, and hosted by Catho-
lic Charities.

State sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge) donated 

10 turkeys for the meal, a 
spokeswoman for Catholic 
Charities said. The tasty 
birds were accompanied by 
“all the fi xings,” she said, 
including pies.

But for Elizabeth Robbio 
and her son Joshua Quiles, 
the best part wasn’t even 
the traditional Thanksgiv-

ing fare.
“The lasagna was our 

favorite — everything was 
OK, but the lasagna was the 
best part,” she said.

And, oh, yeah, the pies 
were OK, too.

“The spiced pie and the 
pumpkin pie were the best,” 
she said.

Ridgites have Thanksgiving feast

GOBBLE: Guy Coleman of Bay Ridge chows down on turkey. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

(From left) Community Affairs Bureau Police Offi cer Timothy Mercer, volunteer Anne Darney, and Andrea Holder of Catholic Charities slice 
up the turkey at the Thansgiving Feeding the Family event at Our Lady of Angels in Bay Ridge on Nov. 21. (Right) Joshua Quiles, 4, and 
mom Elizabeth Robbio enjoy their dinner.
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OUR ANIMALS HAVE FOOD, SHELTER AND TOYS FOR THEIR YOUNG. BUT MANY NEW YORKERS CAN’T  
AFFORD THESE SIMPLE NECESSITIES. THAT’S WHY THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY IS HELPING 
TO COLLECT FOOD AND TOYS FOR FAMILIES IN NEED THIS HOLIDAY SEASON. FOR EVERY NEW, UNWRAPPED 
TOY OR GROCERY BAG FILLED WITH 10 OR MORE PACKAGED FOOD ITEMS,* WE WILL PROVIDE ONE FREE 
GENERAL ADMISSION TICKET—LIMIT 4 PER FAMILY, VALID 1/01/2012 THROUGH 6/30/2012. 

Disclaimer: ONE general admission ticket to the Bronx Zoo will be provided for a donation of one new, unwrapped toy OR for every 10 food items at the Bronx Zoo, Central Park Zoo, Prospect Park Zoo or 
Queens Zoo. ONE general admission ticket to the New York Aquarium will be provided for a donation of one new, unwrapped toy OR for every 10 food items at the New York Aquarium.  Limit of four tickets per 
family, valid 1/01/12  –6/30/12. Food items must be canned, packaged and/or nonperishable foods – perishable items are not permitted. All WCS decisions final.  For details on donation food items go to wcs.org/foodtoydrive. 
Promotion available from 11/19/11–12/31/11. May not be combined with any other offer.

DROP OFF LOCATIONS: BRONX ZOO, NEW YORK AQUARIUM, 
CENTRAL PARK ZOO, PROSPECT PARK ZOO, QUEENS ZOO

Bronx Borough President
Ruben Diaz, Jr.

Brooklyn Borough President
Marty Markowitz

Help us kEep  
alL of New  
York’s familIes 
Well-fEd this  
wintEr.

Photo: Julie Larsen M
aher @

 W
CS

DON’T MISS PENGUIN FEEDINGS, SEA LION SHOW, THE POLAR EXPRESS 4-D EXPERIENCE AND THE MORE THAN  
8,000 MARINE CREATURES FROM AROUND THE GLOBE. VISIT WCS.ORG/FOODTOYDRIVE FOR DETAILS.
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To the editor,
I read Shavana Abruzzo’s column, 

and I want to thank you for publishing 
it (“Give thanks for being American,” A 
Britisher’s View, 11-25).

It’s so true that we enjoy the fruits of 
this blessed land every day. I came here 32 
years ago as a 27-year-old from India with 
$10! My wife and I work hard, and because 
of the greatness of this fi ne country, we 
live in a $2-million house.

When you compare life here with life 
in other countries, we know that we are 
blessed — with no complaints. Thank you 
for this great nation.
 Ipe Kurian
 Long Island

Slice of good life
To the editor,

I have to hand it to Dom Di Fara of Di 
Fara’s Pizza (“Breaking: Di Fara is back!” 
online, Nov. 23)!

He gets closed up by the health depart-
ment every so often, gets a week’s vaca-
tion, cleans the place up, re-opens, gets 
thousands of dollars worth of free adver-
tising, then has lines out his door with 
people paying fi ve bucks for a slice of 
pizza for the rest of the year. This guy is 
not only a great pizza maker, he’s a mar-
keting genius.

That old saying about fooling some of 
the people all of the time and all of the 
people some of the time doesn’t apply here. 
Di Fara fools all the people all the time — 
over and over again!
 Michael Mangiari
 Dyker Heights

MAR-athon
To the editor,

I also object to the route of the New 
York City Marathon (“Get out of my race,” 
Nov. 24). Enough already with these nit-
wit runners! 

They and the bicyclists have caused 
disruptions in traffi c fl ow in all boroughs, 

and now they want to extend it to two 
days, plus extend the Brooklyn Marathon 
outside of Prospect Park to the whole bor-
ough (“Our fi rst ever epic race,” Nov. 24)! 

Why can’t they run around Prospect 
Park and Central Park 20-30 times and 
leave the rest of us alone? Citizens should 
mobilize to stop this imposition to our 
daily lives.
 Kenneth Katta
 Kensington

Blame game
To the editor,

Credit the city’s debt — increased from 
$39.2 billion (or $4,923 per resident since 
2001) to $73.5 billion (or $8,763 per resident, 
today) — to Mayor Bloomberg, Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn, former Council 
Speaker Gifford Miller, Finance Commit-
tee Chairman Dominick Recchia, former 
Council Finance Committee Chairperson 
David Weprin, Comptroller John Liu and 
former Comptroller Bill Thompson.

They all voted for each and every bud-
get or certifi ed that they were balanced 
— year after year. Misery loves company 
while taxpayers and the business commu-
nity are stuck with picking up the tab.
 Larry Penner

Great Neck, N.Y.

UFT follies
To the editor,

Absent teacher reserves are rotated 
weekly in their school districts as substi-
tute teachers, if they are not fi lling in for 
a long term absence. 

These teachers have a different story to 
tell as to how they inherited this humiliat-
ing title. Some of them came from schools 
that were failing and closed, others were 
brought up on unsubstantiated charges, 
couldn’t return to their home school, and 
ended up in the absent teacher reserve 
pool. Many of them taught out-of-license 
for many years and this was a loophole 
for principals to excess teachers if they no 
longer wanted them.

Every school is run differently and 
these teachers need to acclimate them-
selves quickly in order to survive. We are 
assigned to a new building each week, and 
we get to informally assess the adminis-
tration, teachers and children in addition 
to being able to view schools from an out-
sider’s point of view. 

Most absent teacher reserves have 
been public service teachers for decades 
and are highly qualifi ed. The fact that 
they survive their current role is a testa-
ment of how dedicated and highly skilled 
they really are. 

They don’t need a check list to know 
which schools are performing effectively 

and which are in need of improvement.
Every school building has different 

things to rave about. One principal en-
forces that male teachers must wear a 
shirt and tie every day, radiating profes-
sionalism and respect throughout the 
building. Another school requires the 
children to recite an oath to try their best 
each day. All of these touches makes each 
school special, but the successful ones 
have something in common. They work 
together as a team unconditionally and 
understand how to achieve academic ex-
cellence. 

Hopefully, justice will be served and 
we will become permanently assigned to 
a school.
 Barbra Nahoum

The writer is a substitute teacher.
. . .

To the editor,
Isn’t it ridiculous that in this day and 

age, schools do not have teachers teach-
ing certain classes? It’s only the end of No-
vember! 

As a retired pedagogue, I can tell you 
that this has been an ongoing problem 
for years. Will someone tell me why an 
administrator, either from the school or 
regional offi ce, can’t step in and teach the 
class until a teacher is hired? Of course 
not! These people were experts in getting 
out of the classroom at their earliest con-
venience. 

The problem is compounded by the 
Leadership Academy principals. These 
people never taught a day and are now 
rating teachers. Ridiculous! Also, with 
so many excessed teachers relegated to 
substitute status, you could certainly get 
someone to take over the vacant positions. 
Instead of demonizing excessed person-
nel, put it to proper use.

We should not have given full control of 
our schools to the mayor. Schools are not 
corporate boardrooms! We need a com-
mittee of teachers and supervisors, both 
active and retired running our schools. 
They know what is needed for children to 
succeed.
 Ed Greenspan
 Sheepshead Bay

Ho, ho, ho!
To the editor,

Here comes Christmas it’s that time of 
time of year for Santa to appear.

Snow is falling on the ground, every-
where you look snowfl akes can be found.

Children wearing mittens in the snow, 
making snowballs they intend to throw.

Jingle bells a ringing, jing-a-ling, the 
sounds of Christmas echoes ring. 

Parents and children skate on the lake, 
the children home for holiday break.

Children dream of Santa Claus as par-
ents shop without a pause.

The days are bright, the nights so 
clear, the love and spirit of Christmas per-
meates throughout the wintery air.

Christmas carols sung at night under a 
dancing moon that glows so bright.

Chestnuts roasting, grown-ups toast-
ing this special time of year, after a nip 
or two, all our woes and troubles seem to 
disappear.

Here comes Santa, it’s Christmas Eve, 
he’s fi nally here it’s hard to believe.

Santa and his reindeers are now fl y-
ing high, their lonely silhouettes dot the 
blackboard sky.

Empty stockings line the living room 
wall, hung for boys and girls who have im-
ages of Santa’s gifts racing through their 
minds.

All in hope that they will fi nd their 
stockings fi lled to the very top with toys 
and presents of every kind.
 Joseph Martino

Millburn, N.J.

Coney’s ‘insult’
To the editor,

Coney Island has been undergoing con-
struction on the Boardwalk for several 
years, and the beach has been neglected 
as a result of that. 

I am extremely unhappy about this be-
cause I live in the area and visit the beach 
all year round. 

The boardwalk is approximately three 
miles long, and if the entire length of the 
beach was in the same disarray, it would 
be more understandable, but the affected 
area is only about three quarters of a mile 
long! The sand near the Sea Gate area is 
littered with garbage, making it impos-
sible to walk on it without shoes, while 
the beach further down towards Steeple 
Chase Park — in the direction of Brighton 
Beach — is always clean.

It is downright insulting and disgrace-
ful that the trash is just left there. Mil-
lions of people come to this beach every 
year, and it should be cleaned and treated 
with more respect.

I complained to Councilman Domenic 
Recchia (D–Coney Island), but the woman 
who answered the phone at his offi ce did 
not seem eager to address the issue and 
rushed me off. 

I also spoke to a worker from the Parks 
Department, and he said that they were 
understaffed and spread too thinly to tend 
to every area of the beach.

I strongly feel that the end leading into 
Sea Gate should be given equal treatment 
as the rest of the beach.
 George Georgiadis
 Sea Gate

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Letters to the Editor should be addressed 
to Vince DiMiceli, Editor, Courier Life 
Publications, 1 MetroTech Center North, 
Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via 
e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.com. All 
letters, including those submitted via e-
mail, MUST be signed and the individual’s 
verifi able address and telephone number 
included. Note that the address and tele-
phone number will NOT be published and 
the name will be published or withheld 
on request. No unsigned letters can be 
accepted for publication. The editor re-
serves the right to edit all submissions 
which become the property of Courier 
Life Publications.

Give thanks for ‘America the great’
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Art wouldn’t be art 
if it wasn’t conten-
tious, but to truly 

shock and awe, it must also 
be new and revolutionary.

The Brooklyn Museum’s 
latest “Christ” exhibit, de-
picting an ant-encrusted 
Jesus as part of a collection of gay 
identity portraiture, is neither pro-
vocative nor rebellious — nor new 
— even though the ho-hum archive 
defends it as “ an expression of the 
artist’s outrage at indifference to hu-
man suffering .”

The museum and its supporters 
have rehashed the anti-Christian 
theme ad nauseam: In the late-1980s, 
 a graduate of its art school emerged 
with “Piss Christ,”  an image of a cru-
cifi x soaked in urine.  

In 1999, it exhibited  a painting of 
a dung-embossed Virgin Mary , fol-
lowed by another in 2001 showing 
 Christ as a nude woman . 

Museums exist to tickle con-
sciousness and wonder, and while 
the Jesus-ant exhibit would certainly 
have pushed the envelope during the 
Crusades, today it is more irrelevant 
than irreverent.

By  its own admission , the Brook-
lyn Museum “is committed to mak-
ing its collections accessible to the 
widest possible audience.” 

Jolly good. Then it should have 
no problem accommodating those of 

us who want to view some thought-
provoking Islamic art. Its Islamic 
installations, to date, have been coy 
offerings meant to mollify than move 
mountains.

Its June 2009 exhibit, “ Light of the 
Sufi s: The Mystical Arts of Islam ,” 
carefully omitted any mention of one 
of Sufi sm’s greatest proponents — 
Iran’s Ayatollah Khomeini,  who once 
declared , “If you made a referendum 
for all the peoples of the world and 
asked them what is the most savage 
regime in the world, I believe that 
the vast majority, if not all of them, 
would say, America.”

Its long-term installation, “Arts of 
the Islamic World,” similarly refl ects 
“ a variety of inspirations and expres-
sions, ” but none that speak to Islam’s 
fanaticism. 

The Brooklyn Museum needs 
some fresh blood on its walls, and Ira-
nian artist and human rights activist 
Ahmed Mashhouri might be among 
the visionaries to provide it.

His 2009 portrayal of human suf-
fering entitled, “It’s Not Forbidden to 
Think,” was removed by a museum in 

Norway, where the dissident 
lives in exile, after it was at-
tacked by Muslims within 
hours of its installation. The 
dozen graphic images are ac-
companied by pleas and con-
troversial Koranic quotes, in-
cluding  one of fl oating stones 

with the message , “Stop Islam. Islam 
has to stop killing people by stoning.” 
Another, graced by the word, “Allah,” 
depicts an  outstretched hand wear-
ing a bracelet of explosives . 

The thorough cave-in disappoints 
Mashhouri: “I thought I [had come] to 
a country with freedom,” he states.

The Brooklyn Museum should also 
lead the charge with the work of Aus-
tralian revisionist Sergio Redegalli, 
who has received death threats for a 
mural he painted outside his Sydney 
studio of a burqa-clad woman, bear-
ing the slogan, “Say no to burqas.” 
The bold stunner has been vandal-
ized more than 40 times,  and Rede-
galli has restored it as many times to 
promote freedom and debate .

“I don’t believe bullies have the 
right to stand over people and deny 
us our freedoms,” he explains.

These fearless expressions by truly 
heroic artists chronicle the “outrage 
at indifference to human suffering” 
far better than another anachronistic 
exhibit hoping — beyond hope — to 
marginalize Christianity.

 Sabruzzo@cnglocal.com

Everybody! Join in! 
Happy birthday to me! 
Happy birthday to me!

Yup. Another one has 
come and gone, and this year 
we did something interest-
ing. For the past year or two, 
in most restaurants, whether 
we ate a $10 coupon special or 
dined in a better steakhouse, 
we found comment cards 
that asked for opinions along 
with my e-mail address and 
date of my birth. About two 
weeks before that special day 
I started receiving coupons 
for desserts, drinks, pretzels 
at the mall, and even com-
plete meals. 

We began the day with a 
wonderful breakfast compli-
ments of Denny’s and fi nished 
the day with an outstanding 
$46 Rodizio at Texas De Bra-
zil. The manager there said 
that this was the company’s 
way of thanking me for past 
patronage along with insur-
ing that I will continue to be 
a customer. He was right. We 
will be there again next week 
with several friends paying 
full price. 

And there is no doubt in 
my mind that my friends will 
fi ll out the comment cards.

• • •
I know that some of us do 

not like FOX News. That’s 
OK. There are more of us 
that do. Here’s the proof. 
The top-10 news shows on 
cable television aree:

10. “Politics Nation” with 
Al Sharpton, MSNBC

9. “The Last Word” 
with Lawrence O’Donnell, 
MSNBC

8. “The Rachel Maddow 
Show,” MSNBC

7. “Hardball” with Chris 
Matthews, MSNBC

6. “The Ed Show” with 
Ed Schultz, MSNBC

5. “On The Record with 
Greta VanSusteren,” Fox 
News

4. “The Fox Report” with 
Shepard Smith, Fox News

3. Special Report with 
Bret Baier, Fox News

2. “Hannity” with Sean 
Hannity, Fox News

1. “The O’Reilly Factor” 
with Bill O’Reilly, Fox News

Note that the top-fi ve 
shows are all on FOX. None of 
the others even broke a mil-
lion and Mr. Bill is still num-
ber one. FOX is on top in spite 
of what Ellen Barkin spewed 

while being interviewed by 
Joy Behar. By the way, you 
can see that Ms. Behar didn’t 
even make the roll.

There’s another FOX 
show, “The Five”, which is 
catching on. I predict that 
in a couple of months it will 
make the list. Watch it once 
and you will see why. 

• • •
And speaking of the 

number fi ve —  the results 
of a Rasmussen survey of 
one thousand likely U.S. 
voters conducted on Nov. 
16 tells us that 69 percent of 
those asked believe that the 
federal government does not 
have the authority to force 
us to buy health insurance. 
Sounds good to me, but it is 
not up to any of those who 
participated in the poll. The 
magic number is fi ve. It will 
take fi ve judges on the Su-
preme Court to make that 
decision for all of us. 

• • •
Tempus Fugit. It was 

23 ago this week that I sat 
down at an old typewriter 
and created my fi rst column 
for this newspaper. On that 
very same day, my colleague 
and great friend, Shavana 
Abruzzo, became employed 
here. Many others have 
come and gone but we’re 
still hanging on. We must 
be doing something right. I 
am StanGershbein@Bell-
south.net raising my glass 
high to wish my dear friend 
a Happy Anniversary. Here’s 
to a whole lot more.

Who knew that the steam en-
gine that James Watt per-
fected in 1763 would have 

such an impact on my cleaning hab-
its in 2012.

I brave the crowds every Black 
Friday and buy all the gifts on my list 
for family and friends, especially my 
daughter Bri, whose Santa wish-list 
is a wee bit longer than the Rime of 
the Ancient Mariner. This year how-
ever, I felt compelled to buy for myself 
and the heck with everyone else, be-
sides I had already given Bri money 
and she went out at midnight to buy 
her own. What a relief.

My present to me was the Shark 
Lift-Away Professional Steam 
Pocket Mop with attachments. I have 
watched the infomercial for a long 
time and have at many times picked 
up the phone to order it, but for what-
ever reason, put down the receiver 
and continued cleaning with mop, 
bucket, and elbow grease. However, 
the deal offered this past weekend at 
Bed, Bath and Beyond was so good 
that I just had to take the plunge.

When I brought it home, my hus-
band said, “Why did you buy this? 
What’s wrong with just cleaning the 

fl oors the way you always do?” My an-
swer was “Well for one  thing, I really 
don’t like hard work, and for another, 
I wouldn’t mind cleaning the fl oor if 
say someone else (hint, hint) did it 
for me. But since pigs fl ying is a bet-
ter probability, I treated myself to the 
steam mop.” 

That effectively zipped his lips. 
As I opened the box, I felt just like a 

kid on Christmas morning. I couldn’t 
wait to see if the gadget lived up to its 
infomercial potential. 

Well, I can truthfully say, without 
any reservations, “Wow, what a great 
invention it is.” 

This little steam engine cleaned, 
shined, and sanitized like it was no-
body’s business. With just one push of 
the button, my ceramic kitchen fl oor 
shone, the living room hard wood 
fl oor gleamed like new, I needed sun 
glasses just to gaze at my tiled bath-
room walls, and without too much 
scrubbing, my stove top and oven 
door were spiffy enough to pass mili-
tary muster. 

Did I mention that the 99 percent 
of the germs were DOA at the fi rst 
puff of steam? Well, they were. 

James Watt would have been 
proud.

Not for Nuthin™, but short of hav-
ing a cleaning staff hit my house, the 
Shark Lift-Away Professional Steam 
Pocket Mop is one of the best presents 
I’ve ever given myself. 

Now if I could only get Bob to do 
all the cleaning for me — nah, I’d bet-
ter watch out for those fl ying pigs in-
stead. Jdelbuono@cnglocal.com

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

Joanna DelBuono

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION
Stanley P. Gershbein

It’s the little steam mop that could!

It’s Stan’s birthday 
– time to celebrate

Hey, Museum: Show Muslim art
A BRITISHER’S

VIEW
Shavana Abruzzo
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Touro College is an equal opportunity institution

Other Professional Opportunities
• Pre-Law • Pre-Medical • Pre-Dental
   718-252-7800 x219

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
• DMX—Digital Media Arts
   212.463.0400 x5588

• Desktop and Web Publishing
   718.336.6471 x30119

www.touro.edu/nyscas

ASSOCIATE’S AND
BACHELOR’S DEGREES

• BUSINESS MANAGEMENT AND    

   ADMINISTRATION with concentrations in: 
    Accounting, Finance, Marketing, Management, 
    Information Systems, Office Technology 

• SOCIAL SCIENCES

• PSYCHOLOGY • EDUCATION

• BIOLOGY • PARALEGAL STUDIES

• DIGITAL MULTIMEDIA DESIGN

• LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES*

• HUMAN SERVICES • AND MORE
    *also in conjunction with the School of Health Sciences
     not all programs can be completed at all sites

NYSCAS
New York School of Career and Applied Studies

a division of TOURO       COLLEGE

MANHATTAN: 212.463.0400 x5500 Midtown
       212.722.1575 x101 Uptown

BROOKLYN: 718.265.6534 x1003
Bensonhurst, Brighton, Flatbush,
Kings Highway, Starrett City, Sunset Park

QUEENS: 718.353.6400 x107 Flushing
             718.520.5107 Forest Hills

NY locations: Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens
Schedules that �t nearly any life situation
Committed, experienced faculty
Attention you deserve
Services: Academic Counseling, Tutoring,
     Financial Aid for those who qualify
          Transfer students welcome!

COME TO ONE OF OUR OPEN HOUSES!
Wednesdays, 10 am-5:30 pm

MIDTOWN: 27-33 West 23rd Street | 212.463.0400 x5500

Wednesdays, 11 am-7 pm
BROOKLYN: 1870 Stillwell Avenue | 718.265.6534 x1003

I’m madder than one 
head on a two-headed 
snake who’s suffering 

from the worst case of agita 
because his stupid other 
head ate way too much on 
Thanksgiving over a bunch 
of things, the fi rst being 
that all these smart aleck 
department stores have re-
moved the “s” from the end 
of their names!

Look, you all know that 
when I played Santa Claus 
at the A&S’s (That’s right! 
A&S’s! And don’t you forget 
it) Downtown and little Nat-
alie Wood came and sat on 
my lap, I told her family if 
they couldn’t fi nd what they 
needed there, they could go 
to “Macy’s” or “Gimbel’s” 
or “Bloomingdale’s” or “Al-
exander’s” or “Korvette’s” 
or”Kresge’s” or any of those 
department stores that 
ended in an “s” because 
some actual person — and 
not a soulless corporation 
— owned them. 

But I’ll tell you this, old 
R.H. Macy and those seven 
Korean veterans are prob-
ably turning over in their 
graves over the fact that 

Kris Kringle now has to 
send shoppers to “s”-less 
places like “Costco,” “Home 
Depot,” “Ikea,” and, my least 
favorite of all, “Target.” 

Now, I don’t need to tell 
you that this past Black Fri-
day, my lovely wife Sharon 
and I went out bargain hunt-
ing at the place I will now re-
fer to as “Targets” so my edi-

tor doesn’t have to remove the 
“s” that I added to the end of 
every reference I made to this 
store. But the only reason we 
went was because the Erskine 
Street exit is about 12 minutes 
away on the Belt Parkway — 
and because Targets is the 
only department store nearby 
that sometimes has electric 
shopping carts for the elderly, 
handicapped, and yours 
truly. I emphasize sometimes, 
because it would be more ac-
curate to say rarely.

The store claims it has 
six of these devices, but in 
my experience, only one is 
functional — and that’s why 
I hate Targets! Here is a giant 
department store that spends 
millions on advertising in 
ads and TV commercials, but 
a pittance for its disadvan-
taged customers like me that 
want to spend their hard-
earned dollars there without 
breaking a sweat! 

And let me tell you this: 
the fact that I think it’s 
owed by the French doesn’t 
thrill me (In fact, it’s not 
even pronounced “Target,” 
it’s pronounced “Tar-jay”!).

Which brings me to the 

second thing I am pig-biting 
mad about: New York City 
discriminates against Wal-
mart’s, which is an Amer-
ican-owned company, and 
lets Targets roost where 
ever it pleases. I even hear, 
Targets will be taking over 
K-Marts on Richmond Ave-
nue on Staten Island, which 
will give it two stores in the 
forgotten borough!

Which brings me to the 
crux of this column, best ex-
plained in this e-mail sent 
to me from a friend … BUY 
AMERICAN!

I’m not going to bore 
you with the details of the 
e-mail, but I’ll tell you this: 
she looked at the labels of 
the stuff she was buying and 
found out that stuff made in 
China cost more than stuff 
made in the good ol’ U.S.A!

“The other day I went 
to Wal-Mart’s looking for a 
wastebasket. I found some 
made in China for $6.99. 
I didn’t want to pay that 
much so I asked the lady if 
they had any others. She 
took me to another depart-
ment and they had some at 
$2.50 made in USA. They 

are just as good!”
And the same thing hap-

pened when she went to buy a 
kitchen rug, greeting cards, 
and hose attachments! And 
she found it all out just by 
reading the labels!

I couldn’t believe it at 
fi rst, so I did my own re-
search.

My grandson likes Her-
shey’s candy (and when I 
say “likes,” I mean “loves,” 
and when I say “grandson” 
I mean “me”). So I read the 
label and noticed it was 
“Made in Mexico..” So I do 
not buy it anymore. 

Then, there’s my grand-
son’s favorite toothpaste, 
Colgate. It’s also made in 
Mexico so, you guessed it, I 
have switched to Crest! You 
have to read the labels on 
everything, people!

Speaking of light bulbs 
and dryer sheets, this past 
weekend I needed 60-watt 
light bulbs and Bounce 
dryer sheets.

I was in the light bulb 
aisle in the supermarket, 
and right next to the GE 
brand I normally buy was 
an off-brand labeled, “Ev-

eryday Value.” I picked up 
both types of bulbs and 
compared the stats: every-
thing was the same, except 
for the price! The GE bulbs 
were more money than the 
Everyday Value brand — 
even though the GE was 
made in Mexico and the 
Everyday Value brand was 
made in — get ready for this 
— the U.S.A. by a company 
in Cleveland, Ohio.

So you can throw out 
the myth that you can’t fi nd 
products you use every day 
that are made right here!

So on to the Bounce 
dryer sheets aisle — yep, 
you guessed it: Bounce costs 
more and is made in Amer-
ica’s sworn enemy, Canada. 
Meanwhile, the Everyday 
Value brand was less money 
and made in the U.S.A.! 

I did laundry yesterday 
and the Everyday Value 
dryer sheets had the Screech-
er’s undies smelling like foses 
(no small feat, mind you) — at 
almost half the price!

So start reading the labels, 
people. It could save an Amer-
ican a job — and money!

Screech at you next week!

Carmine spells it out for you: B U Y  A M E R I C A N

BIG
SCREECHER
Carmine Santa Maria
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Unforgettable
HOLIDAY

MALSONS JEWELERS
est. 1970

Kings Plaza, Lower Level
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718.253.6236

Proudly 
Introducing 

Call for Your Private Tour
1-866-769-1006

www.TheWaterfordOnTheBay.com

Five star luxury • First class care • Affordably yours

2900 Bragg Street, Brooklyn, New York 11235
(off Emmons Avenue)  

admissions@thewaterfordonthebay.com
1-866-769-1006

718-891-8400 • Fax (718) 568-3383

First class amenities & services converge with an 
upscale hotel ambiance, to deliver senior living on 
a par of its own on Brooklyn’s premier waterfront.

• Luxurious Waterfront Suites
• Affordable Pricing
• Five Star Amenities
• Fine Dining
• Personal Care Services –

Waterford Wellness Program
• On-site Physical, Occupational 

& Speech Therapy

THE WATERFORD ON THE BAY
has taken Senior Living to a 
new dynamic level to positively reflect 
the optimism of our population!

Liquor board rejects ‘Pleasure’
BY DANIEL BUSH
Gravesend’s Plea-

sure Island nightclub 
may as well be called 
Desert Island.

The State Liquor 
Authority rejected 
owner Mark Shteyn-
shlyuger’s liquor li-
cense after Commu-
nity Board 15 denied 
its request to reconsider 
opposition to the contro-
versial lounge on Avenue 
U between E. Eighth and E. 
Ninth streets.

The liquor panel ex-
tended the club a life pre-
server on Oct. 19 by postpon-
ing a vote on the application 
for 30 days so that Shteynsh-
lyuger could tweak the plan 
to address the community 
board’s concerns.

But according to CB15 
Chairwoman Theresa 
Scavo, the bar owner waited 
more than three weeks be-
fore asking for another sit-
down, and, even if he would 
have come to it sooner, the 
board was determined to 
block Shteynshlyuger from 
reopening the club he closed 
in 2008.

Scavo cited the club’s bad 
reputation — when opened 
between 2006 and 2008, it 
was believed by many to be 
a den of underage drinking, 
fi ghts and wild after-hours 
parties — as the reason for 
the denial.

“It was just going to 
be the same histrionics,” 
Scavo said. “We don’t need 
those kinds of problems in 
the area.”

CB15’s executive com-
mittee voted 15–0 against 
the proposal on Nov. 10.

State Liquor Authority 
spokesman William Crow-
ley said the state’s decision 
to reject the application six 
days later was swayed by 
Shteynshlyuger’s inabil-
ity to win support from the 
board — and by angry let-

ters from residents and 
local elected offi cials.

“We received a tre-
mendous amount of op-
position,” Crowley said. 
“It was not in the pub-
lic’s interest to grant 
the application.” 

In December, 
Shteynshlyuger fi led 
plans to reopen the bar 

as a high-end lounge and 
began renovating the shut-
tered space this year — but 
the comeback hit a snag in 
June when CB15 recom-
mended the state deny his 
request for a new liquor li-
cense.

That’s when opponents 
of the plan redoubled their 
efforts to stop Shteynshly-
uger in his tracks.

“This business was a 
plague on the community,” 
said Assemblyman Steven 
Cymbrowitz (D–Sheep-
shead Bay), an outspoken 
critic of Pleasure Island’s 
ill-fated return. “This is 
how government is sup-
posed to work.”

Shteynshlyuger’s attor-
ney George Karp could not 
be reached for comment.
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THIS IS WHERE YOU BELONG: 

In the neighborhood you know by heart. 

With family close by. 

In the health plans that work hard to keep you there.

We know how you feel about your home and your community. We’re 
VNSNY CHOICE, the health plans created by the Visiting Nurse Service 
of New York. All the services and support we provide are focused 
on one mission: helping you live with dignity at home – 
where you belong. Please contact us today and 

ask about the CHOICE plan that’s right for you. 

Call 1-855-AT-CHOICE today
(1-855-282-4642)
TDD/TTY: 1-888-844-5530
9 am to 5 pm, Monday – Friday
Or visit www.vnsnychoice.org

© 2011 VNSNY CHOICE

work of teens out having 
fun.

“This was either a nut or 
someone from another area 
trying to drum up busi-
ness,” said Jack McLough-
lin, who ended up forking 
over $250 on new tires for 
vintage Mercedes at the 
67th Street Tire Corp. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues. “You’re not going to 
get a lot of business doing 
this kind of thing.” 

Cops said that they were 
looking into the connec-
tion between the slashings 
and the cards for the shop 
on Fourth Avenue between 
11th and 12th streets. 

“We are aware that there 
were some cards found on 
the area,” said Captain 
Richard DiBlasio. “The 6-8 
detective squad has an open 
investigation on that.”

The slashings left locals 
fuming over wasting an en-
tire morning getting their 
tires fi xed. 

“I was really mad. I’m 
still mad. I’m getting two 
used tires, but it’s costing 
$110 — plus I lost a half a 
day’s work,” said Hamdi 
Asad, who said that a neigh-
bor rang his doorbell at 5 
am to tell him that the block 
was hit overnight by van-
dals.

The brother of the tire 
shop’s owner fl atly refused 
any connection.

“It’s got to be a bad coin-
cidence,” said Jolio Moran. 
“We don’t pay people to slash 
tires. It’s frustrating that 
people would even think 
we would do something like 
that. We don’t even special-

ize in fi xing fl ats. Our main 
thing is [selling] rims.” 

The shop pays two men 
to distribute the cards, he 
said.

“My brother would 
never send people out to 
slash tires knowing that 
they’re going to come back 
here,” he said. 

Local pols were incensed 
by the crime.

“We have a zero toler-
ance for such acts of vandal-
ism in the Bay Ridge com-
munity and we will catch 
those who did this and see 
that they are prosecuted 
to the full extent of the 
law,” said state Sen. Marty 
Golden (R–Bay Ridge), a for-
mer cop.

— with Colin Mixson 

Continued from cover

Slahed

Dozens of residents along 71st and 72nd streets woke up Tuesday 
morning to fi nd their car tires slashed. Photos by Colin Mixson

Hamdi Asad fi xes fl ats on his 
car. Asad was among 25 to 
40 residents on 71st and 72nd 
streets between Ridge Bou-
levard and Third Avenue who 
found their tires slashed on 
Tuesday morning.
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NURSING HOME 
OR YOUR HOME?

NOW THERE’S A CHOICE.

©VNSNY CHOICE 2011

For New Yorkers with Medicare and Medicaid

THIS IS WHERE YOU BELONG:
In the home you love.
In the neighborhood you know.
In the health plans created to keep you there.

  

Even if you need help with daily activities like bathing and 

preparing meals . . . even if you need the level of care provided 

in a nursing home . . . VNSNY CHOICE has a health plan to keep 

you safe and independent in your own home. We know how 

much that means to you; after all, we’re part of the 

Visiting Nurse Service of New York.

CALL NOW FOR 
YOUR FREE BROCHURE:
“THIS IS WHERE 
YOU BELONG”

1-855-AT-CHOICE 
(1-855-282-4642)
TDD/TTY: 1-888-844-5530 
9 am to 5 pm
Monday – Friday 
Or visit 
www.vnsnychoice.orgshop.

The new owners stuck 
to the tried-and-true des-
serts, and still make all of 
its ice cream in the shop’s 
basement, but the menu 
has been substantially ex-
panded, with a bounty of 
salads, paninis, and new 
additions like sweet potato 
fries and mac ’n cheese.

The improvements have 
breathed new life into the 
shop, which previously had 
seen little change since Her-
man Hinsch fi rst opened it 
up in 1948. Flat-screen TVs, 
working model trains and a 
giant mural of 86th Street 
from the 1940s now adorn 
the walls.

“I’m just glad that it’s 
done,” said Gerard Bell. 

Bell announced in Oc-
tober that he and his part-
ner would take over the 
business after its longtime 
owner John Logue closed 
the legendary soda shop, 
citing the bad economy and 
changing tastes.

Continued from cover 

Hinsch’s

Hinsch’s co-owner Roger Desmond shows off the restaurant’s 
homemade waffl es. Photos by Stefano Giovannini 

Hinsch’s on Fifth Avenue between 85th and 86th streets has been serving ice creams and egg creams 
since 1948.
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PAIN MANAGEMENT

 1815 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11210
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Back Pain Neck Pain
Rajesh Patel, MD, FIPP, DABPM
Nityananda Podder, MD
More than 20 years of combined experience

(718) 676 9400
Most Insurance, Medicaid HMO's, 
Worker’s comp, No Fault accepted

With

on Piano
A Very Merry Christmas Show

December 11th

Greenhouse Cafe

A Very Merry Christmas Show
December 11th

Greenhouse Cafe
7717 3 Avenue 

With

on Piano

“On The Move!”
KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

585 Schenectady Avenue | Brooklyn, NY 11203 | 718-604-5000
www.kingsbrook.org

Making Strides
in Quality!

“Kingsbrook’s nurses are 
the best in Brooklyn for 
their ability to connect 
with patients, build trusting 
relationships & identify 
with patient needs.”*

*2Q2009-1Q2010 HCAHPS patient satisfaction  
  survey rates Kingsbrook’s nurses the highest in  
  Brooklyn for communicating well with patients.

That’s Quality

That’s Kingsbrook!

BY DAN MACLEOD
Federal prosecutors 

have dropped charges 
against a developer they 
claimed funneled nearly 
$500,000 in bribes to state 
Sen. Carl Kruger — the 
second suspect to beat the 
wrap in the government’s 
pronged attack against the 
embattled Brighton Beach 
legislator. 

Feds say they will dis-
miss the charges against 
Aaron Malinsky, who was  
arrested on March 10 along-
side Kruger (D–Brighton 
Beach)  — as long as he 
keeps his nose clean for six 
months, according to the 
developer’s lawyer, Scott 
Mollen.

Mollen said the Nov. 
22 deal was struck after 
a review of Malinsky’s 
e-mails and other docu-
ments showed that he paid 
$472,500, in good faith to 
Olympian Strategic Devel-
opment not knowing the 
money was going to what 
feds claim was a shell com-
pany established by Kruger 
and his purported gay lover, 
Michael Turano, to receive 
bribes from a select circle 
of deep-pocketed lobbyists 
and developers.

“The interests of the 
United States will be best 
served by deferring prose-
cution [against Malinsky],” 
federal prosecutors noted 
in court papers, which in-
dicate that the deal would 
be voided if Malinsky is 
caught interacting with 
known criminals or fails 
to report to the court his 
whereabouts until next 
May.

The news is the latest 
twist in the case against 
Kruger, who is accused of 
swapping sweetheart land 
deals and construction con-
tracts for nearly $1 million 
in payoffs.

The feds arrested Kru-
ger, Turano and six other 
defendants following a 
widespread corruption in-
vestigation that also netted 
Assemblyman William Boy-
land (D–Queens), who was 
acquitted two weeks ago of 

charges that he accepted a 
$177,000 no-show job in ex-
change for doling out mil-
lions of taxpayer dollars to 
three hospitals.

But former Brookdale 
Hospital C.E.O. David 
Rosen, another suspect in 
the bribery scheme,   found 
guilty in September  of se-
curing $400,000 in state 
funding from Kruger after 
promising that Brookdale 
Hospital would do business 
with a hospice company 
that was on the payroll of 
the legislator’s other con-
sulting fi rm, Adex Manage-
ment.

The government is not 
requiring Malinsky to tes-
tify against Kruger, Mollen 
said, adding that the devel-
oper did not plead guilty to 
any charges.

“There was no trade off 
here,” he said. 

Malinsky may be off the 
hook, but the scandal cost 
him a lucrative contract 
developing the $60-million 
ShopRite supermarket at 
the corner of Flushing Av-
enue and Navy Street, after 
the  Brooklyn Navy Yard 
canned him for his alleged 
misdeeds . He was also fi red 
from a $750 million proj-
ect being built at the Albee 
Square, Downtown, which 
is expected to bring a four-
story shopping mall and 700 
units of housing to the Ful-
ton Mall.

A spokeswoman for the 
U.S. Attorney’s offi ce de-
clined to comment on the 

ruling.
Prosecutors claim that, 

in return for the money 
Malinsky paid to Olympian 
Strategic Development, 
Kruger greased the wheels 
so the developer could build 
a $65-million shopping cen-
ter on city-owned land at 
the corner of Avenue D and 
Remsen Avenue in Canar-
sie. The site is home to a 
BJ’s.

The feds also accused 
Kruger of:

• Trying to get Forest 
City Ratner Companies, the 
lead developer on the pro-
posed Four Sparrows Retail 
Center on the southern tip 
of Flatbush Avenue, to give 
a portion of the project to 
Malinsky so he could build 
a department store on the 
city-owned site. 

• Promoting Malinsky’s 
plans to put a small-scale 
clothing store at Four Spar-
rows Retail Center during a 
scoping session on the proj-
ect.

Malinsky and Rosen 
were among fi ve men prose-
cutors say Kruger accepted 
bribes from between 2006 
and 2011. The remaining 
three suspects, which in-
clude union lobbyist Rich-
ard Lipsky, have yet to go 
to trial.

Benjamin Brafman, 
Kruger’s attorney, did not 
respond to a request for 
comment. 

Kruger’s trial begins in 
January.

— with Thomas Tracy

Feds drop case against 
Kruger ‘crony’

Malinsky off the hook for bribery charges

Kruger 2, Feds 1: The federal government has dropped a case 
against a man they claimed bribed state Sen. Carl Kruger. 
 Associated Press / Louis Lanzano
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s someone who has spent herentire career working with andadvocating for police officers, Ifeel a moral obligation to speakout on an issue that has lately dominatedthe headlines. 
It’s something I have seen happentime and time again — police officersbeing blamed for aspects of “The Job”that a civilian couldn’t possibly under-stand. 

In the Police Department’s ticket-fix-ing scandal, rank-and-file cops are beingblamed for the harmless practice of let-ting traffic tickets slide as a favor to familyand friends. 
If there is a victimless crime, this is it.And yet some are treating this like the lat-est symptom of a police force gone wild.A New York Times editorial blasted ticket-fixing as “insidious” and called on PoliceCommissioner Ray Kelly for greater en-forcement. 

I detect, among other forces at work,the anti-union fervor that has perverselycaptured the imagination
of some politicians and
pundits: the police union
as corrupt big labor, intent
only on protecting its
members at the public’s expense. “An at-tack on unionism,” Patrolmen’s Benevo-lent Association President Patrick Lynchcalled it at a rally as the indictmentsagainst 16 “tix-fix” cops were unsealedon Oct. 28 in the Bronx.

But while defending his members,Lynch also made clear that he was notthere to defend dirty cops. Referring toOfficer Jose Ramos, accused of drug-dealing and other serious crimes, Lynchsaid that he would have turned his backon Ramos during the proceedings — ex-cept that doig so would have been disre-spectful to the court. 
He also pointed out that, as a para-military organization, the NYPD follows atop-down structure. If an order had comedown, ticket-fixing would have ceased atonce. “Just following orders,” tead a signhoisted by mandy members who cameout to the rally. 

Regardless, Bronx District AttorneyRobert Johnson decided to make sacrifi-cial lambs of a few officers — eventhough they had not, for the most part,

gained personally from the practice. The hypocrisy is obvious: Police offi-cers who risk their lives on a daily basismay have to pay with their jobs and pen-sions for participating in a long-acceptedpractice. As Lynch said, “A courtesy hasnow turned into a crime.”
I once worked in the community rela-tions division at a busy police station in ahigh-crime area in the Boston Police De-partment, facilitating meetings betweenresidents and patrol officers. Over thethree years I was there, I saw those offi-cers’ constant interactions with drug deal-ers, rapists and gangs. I was continuallyamazed at the restraint, humor and hu-manity those officers showed. 

I can guarantee you that all of the of-ficers indicted for ticket-fixing have re-peatedly rushed to the aid of people whoneeded help — with no thought of their
own safely, going home
after a day’s work to weep
over the human misery
they’d witnessed. And all,
in one way or another,have suffered physically and mentally be-cause they chose a career in law en-forcement. 

My close contact over many yearswith people who have chosen to take onthe most difficult job in our society hasonly strengthened my admiration and re-spect for the work police officers do —and the extraordinary efforts these bravemen and women make to protect us fromevil and violence. 
So I think we all need to take a deepbreath, step back and really think aboutwhether we want to make scapegoats ofpeople who have spent their lives servingthe residents of this city, especially sincetheir only crime —�in the vast majority ofthe Bronx cases — was partaking in apractice that Mayor Bloomberg himselfsaid has existed “since the days of theEgyptians.”

Brown is the publisher of the monthlynational magazine American Police Beatand the author of “Brave Hearts: Extraor-dinary Stories of Pride, Pain andCourage. 

A

Ticket-fixing is 
not a crime

BE OUR GUEST
BY CYNTHIA BROWN

PATROLMEN’S 
BENEVOLENT
ASSOCIATION 
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125 BROAD STREET, 11TH FLOOR
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The practice that has lately been described as “ticket-fixing”
has, in the words of Mayor Bloomberg, been going on “since
the days of the Egyptians,” not only at the NYPD but also in
police departments all over the nation and indeed the world.
And, it’s important to note, it has never been prosecuted
before in New York City. Nobody at the PBA is saying the
practice should continue. What we are saying, and what the
accompanying articles make clear, is that it is unjust, unfair
and hypocritical to criminalize the practice for just a few
officers when that practice been condoned for so many years
for the benefit of so many, including police brass, politicians
and members of the press. The PBA is determined to fight
this witch hunt. As PBA president Pat Lynch has vowed: “We
will put the full resources of the union to work to vindicate”
those police officers who have been made scapegoats.

Reprinted with the permission of the Daily News Reprinted with the permission of the Daily News

Hard-hitting columnist 
Denis Hamill calls it a “witch hunt.”
Police expert Cynthia Brown calls it 

“perverse anti-union fervor.”
Give the NYPD
a damn break

o, Mike, Yo Ray, FIX THIS!
We have a city here with

a bull’s-eye on its back, guns
rampant on the streets again,

homicides on the rise and serial sex

attackers stalking Brownstone Brooklyn.
And now our cops who start at 38G

a year as our first line of defense against

the really bad guys  who want to blow us

up again are further demoralized by mak-

ing it a crime to squash a parking ticket

for Aunt Mary?
Are Bloomberg and Kelly going nuts?

Is Bronx DA Robert Johnson desperate

for headlines?
C’mon, guys, FIX THIS!
Put me at the front of the line to cheer

when we bust dirty cops who truly abuse

power in this city. I covered the 77th

Precinct scandals, the Dirty 30 and the

Mafia Cops trial. Those dirty cops de-

served to make the license plates that

good cops scribble on parking tickets. 
Last week in Brooklyn, Detective

Jason Arbeeny was convicted of “flak-

ing,” or planting drugs on an innocent

man. He should get the max for his

crimes and then do the time the poor in-

nocent guy was gonna do so Arbeeny

never forgets what it’s like for a human

being to live in a cage. 
If they convict the 68th Precinct cops

busted for smuggling guns into this city

hat might’ve been used on fellow cops,

they should also max out. 
The Mafia Cops should never see

another sunrise. 
And forget 10 days of lost vacation

for Deputy Inspector Anthony Bologna,

who pepper-sprayed those defenseless

Occupy Wall Street women but who

probably couldn’t beat my daughter in a

Brooklyn “fair-one.” He should be reas-

signed to clean Porta-Potties in Zuccotti

Park. 
But when 16 cops are arrested like

common skells for squashing traffic tick-

ets, receiving more negative official com-

ment than some of the real

aforementioned abuses, the system is

broken. 
FIX THIS, fellas.

When I was growing up in pre-yuppie

Brooklyn, a neighborhood guy became a

cop to help people, for job security, a 20-

year pension and a shot at a 30-year

mortgage. No one became a cop to get

rich. You didn’t get to play center field for

the Yankees but you got to wear the uni-

form of the best police force in the world. 

Sure, a few will always rent their

badges for profit. They are called crooks,

or “skells,” who should do hard time.
But one of the benefits of The Job,

like riding the subway free, was always

the unwritten courtesy of squashing a

ticket. 
“If you do it for family or friends it’s a

favor,” a retired NYPD lieutenant tells me.

“If you make money doing it, you deserve

to be arrested, but it’s a disgrace that

they’re arresting these cops. It’s why so

many good cops are retiring as soon as

they have their 20 in. Morale sucks. I

miss The Job; I don’t miss the petty BS.”
Every job has its perks. Back in the

day, before my time, we had a guy

named Vinny Lee at the Daily News who

was the unofficial Assistant Editor in

Charge of Tickets. If a reporter got a

ticket, Vinny called Police HQ and it van-

ished like Jimmy Hoffa. 
My brother Pete tells me the same

thing was true over at the Post. So let’s

stop with the hypocrisy in the press.
Same with the mayor and the police

commissioner. They can deny it till their

meter expires but everyone knows

there’s a ticket quota in every precinct. I

knew a “summons cop” named Keogh at

the 111th Precinct in Bayside, Queens,

whose commanding officer let him pick

his own hours because he was a one-

man ticket blitz who helped make the

precinct quota every month. Keogh told

me his best stop on the job was “a Ko-

rean church van where I wrote 12 seat

belt tickets.”
It’s okay for NYPD to force cops to

collect this secret tax for the Sheriff of

Y BY DENIS HAMILL

Tix Fix fuss nothin’
but witch hunt

Mayor, Kelly, Bx. DA abusing power

Nottingham but if a cop squashes a ticket

for his cousin he’s a skell?
Nah. 
This case is an abuse of power from

City Hall, 1 Police Plaza and the Bronx

DA’s office.
Since the Tix Fix 16 were arraigned,

cops have pulled an understandable

ticket-writing slowdown, costing our

broke city revenue. Add in the cost of the

three-year Bronx probe, Internal Affairs

wiretaps, a prolonged grand jury session

and now adjudicating 16 cops in a city

with a $4.6 billion deficit and you could

hire, um, some more good cops.
Preposterous. Counterintuitive.

Morale killer. 
FIX THIS.
dhamill@nydailynews.com
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VNSNY CHOICESM Medicare (HMO SNP) is a health plan with a Medicare contract, an affiliate of Visiting Nurse Service of New York. To join a 

CHOICE Health Plan, you must be entitled to Medicare Part A, be enrolled in Part B and live in one of the five boroughs of New York City: Bronx, 

Kings, New York, Queens and Richmond counties, New York. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premiums, unless otherwise paid 

for under Medicaid or by another third party. The benefit information provided herein is a brief summary, but not a comprehensive description 

of benefits. For more information, contact the plan. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or co-payments/co-insurance may 

change on January 1, 2013. This is an advertisement. *This phone number will connect you to a VNSNY CHOICE Medicare licensed sales 

agent. Our member services number is 1-866-867-0047 (TDD/TTY 1-866-223-5754). Member services hours: Monday through Friday 

from 8 am – 8 pm.

ATTENTION
NEW YORK CITY MEDICARE  

AND MEDICAID BENEFICIARIES:

YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR EXTRA BENEFITS.

DON’T SETTLE FOR LESS THAN THE BENEFITS YOU DESERVE!

Understanding your health care options can be confusing.  
VNSNY CHOICESM Medicare (HMO SNP) is here to help. Call now and  
we’ll review your health plan options and help you get the benefits you  
deserve, including:

  $0  monthly plan premium, depending on your Medicaid eligibility

 $0 deductible for prescription drug coverage

 $0 copays for primary care doctor visits

 $0 copay for your annual eye exam

 $0 copay for a personal emergency alert device (available in some plans)

  And more

Call Today: 1-866-492-3321
(TDD/TTY users call 1-866-223-5754), 
8 am to 8 pm, seven days a week. 
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HARBOR WATCH
In honor of Warrior Care 

Month 2011, military per-
sonnel from every branch of 
service participated in the 
Wounded Warrior Wheel-
chair Basketball Exhibition 
held at the Pentagon Ath-
letic Center in Arlington, 
Va., on Nov. 18.

Wounded sailors had 
the opportunity to share 
in the festivities alongside 
key navy leadership includ-
ing Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy (Manpower and 
Reserve Affairs) the Honor-
able Juan M. Garcia; Com-
mander, Naval Sea Systems 
Command Vice Admiral 
Kevin M. McCoy; and Mas-
ter Chief Petty Offi cer of 
the Navy Rick West, during 
a two-hour basketball clinic 
followed by the basketball 
exhibition. 

“The most important 
thing about this event is to 
highlight these wounded 
warriors and understand 
that the best days of their 
lives and service to coun-
try are still ahead of them,” 
said Garcia. “To see what 
our wounded warriors are 
challenged with every day 
is really a humbling experi-
ence. I can unstrap myself 
and get out of this chair at 
any moment, and some of 
them can’t, which is a testa-
ment to their spirit.”

Personnel not directly 
involved with the event 
were also given the oppor-
tunity to get in a chair and 
shoot hoops with the ser-
vice members, which pro-
vided further insight to the 
continuous potential and 
determination of wounded 
warriors.

“Being out here with 
these warriors and get-
ting to do this is a great 
experience and an honor,” 

said West. “They are deter-
mined, and they are ready 
to get down to business. 
They are a really talented 
group and they make it look 
easy when it is really quite 
challenging.”

Operations Specialist 
2nd Class Joseph Frank, 
wounded warrior and par-
ticipant, expressed his 
gratitude for the men and 
women that took the time 
to acknowledge and support 

warrior care month, as well 
as the continued efforts of 
organizations that sponsor 
events such as the exhibi-
tion.

“Really, you never know 
the types of abilities you 
need to play basketball in 
a wheelchair until you get 
in one and start shooting 
around,” said Frank. “I 
want to personally thank 
Navy Safe Harbor because 
they really put forth a lot of 

effort to bring us [wounded 
warriors] together and give 
us the support we need to 
get back into doing physical 
activities again. I really ap-
preciate it.” 

The event was sponsored 
by the Navy Safe Harbor 
Foundation and the Marine 
Corps Wounded Warrior 
Regiment. Both organiza-
tions focus on providing 
wounded warriors and their 

Face-off on the court

AF’s Flowers fl ies 
off after 46 years

HARBOR WATCH
When Maj. Gen. Al-

fred K. Flowers retires in 
January of 2012 he will 
have looked back on one of 
the longest careers in Air 
Force service.

Flowers, the deputy as-
sistant secretary for bud-
get, in the Offi ce of the 
Assistant Secretary of the 
Air Force for Financial 
Management and Comp-
troller, is set to retire from 
the Air Force next month.

With 46 years of ser-
vice to his country, Flow-
ers is the longest-serving 
airman and currently the 
longest-serving Air Force 
offi cer who began service 
since the creation of the 
U.S. Air Force in 1947. 

“When you start at age 
17, you can get a lot done 
by the time you are 60,” 

Flowers said.
A Kinston, NC, native, 

Flowers was raised by his 
grandparents, who were 
sharecroppers. He credits 
humble beginnings as the 
foundation that carried 
him to where he is today. 

“Being raised by grand-
parents who instilled the 
morals, the values, the in-
tegrity of doing the right 
thing and treating people 
the way you want to be 
treated has been impor-
tant,” he said. “I credit a 
lot of my makeup, morals, 
and ethical values and at-
titudes to them.”

These values guided 
Flowers to perform his 
best in school, and pro-
pelled him to graduate 
high school at age 17. 

Flowers knew the op-

Wounded warriors shoot hoops at Pentagon

Continued on Page 34Continued on Page 34

Then Capt. Alfred Flowers at the Pentagon (circa 1985).

Lance Cpl. John Stearns sets up a shot at bball the Wounded Warrior basketball exhibition. 
 Photo by Arif Patani
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HARBOR WATCH
Combat engineers with 

Alpha Company, Combat 
Logistics Battalion 1, and 
local workers improved 
road conditions by repair-
ing a key bridge in Mar-
jah District, Helmand 
province, Afghanistan.

The bridge, which 
needed critical foundation 
repairs, is vital for both 
local travel and military 
missions on a major inter-
section between Marjah 
and Nawa.

“Today’s project in-
volves a bridge which has 
wing-walls that are erod-
ing,” said 1st Lt. Steven 
Thomas, a platoon com-
mander with Alpha Co., 
CLB-1 and a 25-year-old 
native of Lancaster, Ca-
lif. “Our goal is to replace 
those wing-walls to make 
them last longer and make 
the bridge more stable for 
the civilian and military 
traffic.”

Wing-walls provide 

the bridge with structure 
to support the heavy foot 
and vehicle traffic pass-
ing through the intersec-
tion.

“The water f lowing 
through here also pro-
vides water for the farm-
ers, and this bridge is 
vital to the locals travel-
ing to the bazaar,” added 
Thomas.

“By improving this 
intersection, the travel 
conditions will improve 
for the locals, as well as 
our convoys that come 
through,” said Cpl. Lo-
gan Homstad, a fire team 
leader with Alpha Co., 
CLB-1 and a 26-year-old 
native of Drake, ND.

The combat engineers 
managed to control local 
civilian traffic while com-
pleting their work, leav-
ing local commerce unaf-
fected.

“The biggest challenge 
is that it’s right next to a 
bazaar,” said Homstad. 

“There’s a lot of traffic 
moving around the area.”

Thomas agreed.
“We have to keep the 

locals out of the way be-
cause there’s a lot of 
heavy equipment mov-
ing around,” explained 
Thomas. “We don’t want 
any of them to get hurt, 
as well as impeding our 
progress.”

Some of the locals even 
lent a helping hand to the 
Marine engineers, as they 
clearly understood re-
pairs to the bridge would 
be beneficial to the lo-
cal community, Thomas 
added.

The mission was easier 
because of the support 
and manpower of the lo-
cals, said Cpl. Travis Dye, 
a 22-year-old combat engi-
neer and native of Jack-
sonville, Fla.

The Alpha Co. Ma-
rines worked expediently, 
digging out the existing 
structure with heavy 
equipment, and emplac-
ing the new wing-walls 
that will keep the bridge 
supported in the years to 
come.

“My Marines were 
outstanding. They had to 
wade into the water, some-
times getting waste deep 

into the mud,” explained 
Thomas. “Some even had 
to get pulled out with the 
help of a few Marines, 
because the mud was so 

thick.”
The bridge is one of Al-

pha Co.’s many projects 
supporting infrastruc-
ture development here in 

southern Helmand.
“We’re happy to be 

here,” said Homstad. 
“We’re happy to do proj-
ects that matter.”

305 N. Service Road  Dix Hills, New York 11746       631.656.2110
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Open House

Building bridges in Afghanistan
Military and civilians work together to repair span in Marjah district

Servicemen check the status of a culvert in the Marjah District in Afghanistan. Photo by Lance Cpl. Alfred 
Lopez
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Your commitment is to our country. 
Our commitment is to you.

Chase is proud to support our Active Duty military, Guard and Reserve servicemembers, and Veterans. 

We’re awarding homes through the Military Warriors Support Foundation’s “Homes 4 Wounded Heroes” 

program. We’re founding members of the 100,000 Jobs Mission and are committed to helping those 

who have worn our nation’s uniforms transition to civilian life. And we’re dedicated through Chase Military 

Banking to providing enhanced checking, savings, business and home loan products, and services 

exclusively for America’s best and bravest.

All Home lending products are subject to credit and property approval. Rates, program terms and conditions are subject to change at any time without notice. Not all products are available in all states or for all loan amounts. 
Other restrictions and limitations apply.

Deposit accounts subject to approval.  The terms of the accounts, including any fees or features, may change.

©2011 JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. Member FDIC

Visit ChaseMilitary.com or your nearest Chase branch for details.

Hiring Veterans
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portunity to further his 
education after high school 
was bleak. However, there 
were other ways to succeed 
for someone with motiva-
tion, drive and a willing-
ness to perform their best 
every day. 

He followed the model 
of a cousin who had joined 
the army a few years ear-
lier and was doing well. He 
asked his grandmother’s 
permission to join the Air 
Force in 1965.

Upon completion of basic 
military training, Flowers 
received duty assignment 
as a supply warehouseman 
at Grand Forks Air Force 
Base, ND, which he recalls 
was a completely different 
environment from where 
he grew up. 

After spending two 
years at Grand Forks, Flow-
ers was retrained into air 
transportation and received 
one of his most diffi cult as-
signments of his career — 
casualty collection at Da 
Nang Air Base, Vietnam, in 
1968.

“I knew that there was 
a war going on and it was 
a dangerous place,” Flow-
ers said. “The fi rst day 
we showed up there was a 
rocket attack about an hour 
later, so there I was, a brand 
new 19-year-old airman, 
trying to fi nd my way to the 
bunker because we were 
under a rocket attack. It 
was eye opening and quite 
frightening.”

In Vietnam, Flowers’ 
primary mission was to 
haul wounded and deceased 
soldiers out of the jungle at 
night.

“It was a job that had to 
be done but one that was 
very diffi cult,” Flowers 
said. “Those young soldiers 
and marines deserved all 
the dignity and respect we 
could give.”

Upon completion of his 

tour in Vietnam, Flowers 
arrived at Norton Air Force 
Base, Calif., where he met 
his wife. The two had only 
been married for two weeks 
when she received orders 
to Clark Air Base, Philip-
pines; after six months of 
separation, he received a 
joint spouse assignment. 

During his time at Clark, 
Flowers began a quest to 
further his education with 
the support of his wife, who 
he credits as a large infl u-
ence on not only his career, 
but his life as well. 

He retrained as an ac-
counting specialist during 
assignments to Lackland 
Air Force Base, TX, and 
Charleston Air Force Base, 
SC, and in 1975, after com-
pleting his bachelor’s de-
gree, he applied and was ac-
cepted to Air Force Offi cer 
Training School. 

At this time, Flowers’s 
wife, who was also an air-
man, received orders to 
Iraklion Air Base, Crete. He 
would have to make a deci-
sion: accept his commission 
with no guarantee of join-
ing his family after train-
ing completion, or decline 
the commission and go with 
his family.

“That was an easy de-
cision for me; I went with 
her and our 4-year-old and 
decided I would reapply 
later in my career,” Flow-
ers said.

He applied for Offi cer 
Training School several 
times, but was denied. 
When he reapplied in 1978, 
he was accepted. 

“My wife had been very 
instrumental with support-
ing me while I was further-
ing my education and ex-
tremely supportive after I 
made my transition from 
the enlisted side to the offi -
cer side,” Flowers said. 

Flowers was commis-
sioned in 1978 as a fi nancial 
management offi cer. 

Throughout his career 
Flowers has completed 25 
assignments, all of which 

he says were unique and 
challenging; however, he 
said his best assignment 
was to U.S. Special Opera-
tions Command, where he 
served as the director of re-
sources.

“I think the reason I 
cherish it so much is be-
cause of the great work 
those operators are doing in 
today’s fi ght with the global 
war on terrorism,” Flowers 
said. “I had the opportunity 
to understand how those 
great Americans, that small 
cadre of special operations 
forces, are making a differ-
ence in the fi ght today.

Besides his assignment 
to Special Operations Com-
mand, Flowers said com-
manding 2nd Air Force at 
Keesler Air Force Base, 
Miss., which oversees all 
air force basic military and 
nonfl ying technical train-
ing, was his most important 
assignment. 

“Having been an air-
man who went through the 
3706th Training Squadron 
in 1965 and being able to 
return and command 2nd 
Air Force was one of my 
greatest opportunities,” he 
added.

Throughout his career, 
Flowers has worked to en-
sure airmen have what they 
need to accomplish the mis-
sion. Whether it was as a 
supply warehouseman in 
1965, an air transportation 
specialist during Vietnam, 
or an enlisted or commis-
sioned offi cer in fi nancial 
management, his love for 
service has always been at 
the forefront, even through 
many changes to the service 
he has faithfully served for 
46 years. 

“I have seen a lot of 
changes throughout my ca-
reer, and most of them were 
for the better,” Flowers said. 
“We all do our jobs and do 
them the best we can, but 
we could not do them with-
out the people around us, 
the people are what I will 
miss the most.”

Continued from page 31

Air Force

families with non-medical 
care assistance and con-
cerns, such as transitioning 
back to active duty or the ci-
vilian community.

“This event gives the 
people here the opportu-
nity to experience both 
sides of the equation when 

dealing with wounded war-
riors,” said Will Wilson, 
program manager for Navy 
Wounded Warrior Adaptive 
Reconditioning and Sports. 
“Having experienced both 
sides, being a wounded 
warrior myself, I can tell 
you that athletics is a life-
saving adventure. I’ve had 
athletes say that this is the 
only thing that keeps them 
going. If we can expose our 

leadership to what these 
guys have to experience ev-
ery single day, it’s advanta-
geous.”

Warrior Care Month is 
a national, joint-service ef-
fort to honor wounded war-
riors and their families. 
The theme of Warrior Care 
Month 2011 is “Unleashing 
Unlimited Potential: Heal-
ing a Wounded Warrior’s 
Mind, Body and Spirit.” 

Continued from page 31

Warriors
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Career-focused degrees with 
knowledge you can use the next day.

• Local classes at Fort Hamilton 
• No GMAT or GRE for most degrees
• Bachelor’s degree completion online – 
 including the new Bachelor of Science 
 degree in Integrated Leadership Studies
 with an emphasis in military leadership
• Master’s degrees on site and online
• Open to military and civilians
• Military tuition discounted rate

  The path to

leadership
       starts here

Central Michigan University
at Fort Hamilton & Online 

We make it 
possible.

Master of Science in 
Administration degree
A solid core of leadership skills 
with 5 concentration choices 
to fi t your career goals.

CMU at Ft. Hamilton
Call 718-748-8386 or toll–
free 877-268-4636 today!
www.cel.cmich.edu/fthamilton

CMU is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission 
of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. 
CMU is an AA/EO institution (see www.cmich.edu/aaeo).  
cmuoff campus@cmich.edu  31422  7/11

TOYS FOR TOTS
Bring a new, unwrapped toy to the 

show and help make a child’s Christmas 
special. All toys will be donated to the 

Toys for Tots program for distribution to 
needy children in the community.

THE MUSICAL

Originally presented by Radio City Entertainment at The Theater at Madison Square Garden

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS, DECEMBER 2, 3, 9, 10 at 8 PM
SUNDAYS, DECEMBER 4 & 11 at 2 PM

Fort Hamilton Army Base Theater
101st St. & Fort Hamilton Pkwy, Brooklyn

(Photo ID required)

Directed by Jason Thomas Wiggins
Music Director Sheila Plummer
Choreographer Jennifer DeVane

$20 Adults / $15 Seniors, Students under 21 and Children
Tickets: email NCT@NCTheaterNY.com or call (718) 482-3173 or online at www.NCTheaterNY.com

Licensed by arrangement with Music Theatre International, Inc.

HARBOR WATCH
The Second Air Naval 

Gunfi re Liaison Company 
celebrated its birthday at a 
birthday ball held in Camp 
Lejeune, NC, and had as it’s 
special guest former Marine 
and survivor of the Battle of 
the Chosen Reservoir, Vin-
cent Sordello.

The night began tradi-
tionally with cocktail hour 
and a birthday cake-cutting 
ceremony, followed by open-
ing words from Lt. Col. Le-
land W. Suttee, the company 
commander.

“Having deployed with 
many of you, and then hav-
ing trained with many of 
the new Marines within our 
ranks, I know what you’re ca-
pable of,” said Suttee. “When 
Marines leave this company 
or our Corps, I never worry 
about their future. I know 
what they can do and I know 
they’ll do the right thing. To 
me, you are all a success.”

Suttee then introduced 
Sordello as the guest of honor 

and showed his respect by 
introducing him to the audi-
ence.

“If you live your life with 
honor and dignity, than 
you’ll be like my next door 
neighbor Vincent Sordello,” 
said Suttee. “A man who lives 
his life through leadership, 
honor and pride much like he 
did on the battlefi eld in Korea 
and Vietnam.”

As Sordello reached the 
podium, the room erupted in 
cheers and applause as they 
showed their respect for one 
of the last remaining mem-
bers of the “chosen few,” a 
group of veterans who sur-
vived the harsh battle at the 
Chosen Reservoir in Korea.

“I could not adequately 
tell you what an honor and a 
privilege and humbling expe-
rience it is for me to be a part 
of our heritage and tradition 
by joining you in celebrat-
ing our Corps’ 236th birth-
day,” said Sordello. “My fi rst 
Marine Corps birthday was 
many years ago in Korea. We 

had just fi nished an operation 
and I was getting recognized 
as the youngest Marine at our 
celebration. As I stepped for-
ward I was handed my piece 
of cake by no other than Col. 
Chesty Puller himself.”

Sordello went on to give 
his opinions of how the Ma-
rine Corps has changed since 
he was in, and how honored 
he is to be among his kind 
once again.

“When I came in the 
Marine Corps in 1949, we 
were faced with segregation, 
which was just ending. It 
was a diffi cult time for some, 
and hardly noticed by oth-
ers,” said Sordello. “Today 
we have other challenges, 
but the Corps will be fi ne be-
cause you will not lose focus 
on who you are and what you 
are — Marines.”

The ceremony came to 
a close and the Marines en-
joyed the rest of night with a 
birthday dinner and a fi lled 
dance fl oor to end the Marine 
Corps’ 236th birthday.

Blow out the candles for the Marines
Korean vet Vincent Sordello feted at annual birthday gala

Lt. Col. Leland Suttee (left) presents former Marine Vincent Sordello with a gift of appreciation. 
 Photo by Cpl. Johnny Merkley
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WILLIAMSBURG

Cheers to the generous folks who con-
tributed to the month-long Dime Savings 
Bank of Williamsburgh Halloween pro-
motion. The donations, $25,000 in all, ben-
efi ted St. Jude Children’s Research Hos-
pital. This was the fi rst year that the Dime 
Savings Bank participated in the initiative 

which annually raises funds that support 
the internationally recognized research 
facility located in Memphis. Over the past 
20 years, the event has raised over $52 mil-
lion for research. “I’m so pleased with the 
support we received from everyone in the 
Dime family” said Vincent Palagiano, 
chairman and CEO of the bank. 

Dime Savings Bank of Williamsburgh 
[209 Havemeyer St. near Broadway in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302-1069].

DOWNTOWN

‘Unsteady’ as she goes
City Tech English professor Monique 

Ferrell hones her poetic chops with the re-
lease of her latest book, “Unsteady,” a col-
lection of poems and dramatic monologues. 
The work examines the social, cultural, po-
litical and gender issues that affected her 
as a student of life and a woman of color. 
“Maybe it’s the Buddhist in me, but every-
thing about this world matters now more 
than ever,” opined the poetess. She is also 
hard at work on a short work of fi ction, 
“Impetus,” and the non-fi ction, “Her Own 
Worst Enemy: The Eternal Internal Gender 
Wars of our Sisters.”

BOROUGH-WIDE

Golden arms
Don’t mess with these two. Giorgi Ge-

lashvilli and Joyce Boone won this year’s 
men and women’s Arm Wrestling Cham-
pionships respectively. This was the 34th 
annual Empire State Golden Arm Tourna-
ment of Champions held in the city. Giorgi 
dominated both the right- and left-handed 
super-heavyweight classes for men, and 
Joyce not only brought her competitors to 
their knees, but also received the distinc-
tion of being the fi rst female ever chosen as 
the state Arm Wrestler of the Year. And did 

we mention she’s a Brooklynite, too? Both 
arm commandos are presently pumping up 
those muscles and looking forward to the 
Big Apple Grapple International competi-
tion next year. 

GREENPOINT

Happy landings
Hats off to Captain Tadeusz Wrona, 

the brave pilot who brought LOT Air-
lines f light 16 to an ugly — but safe — 
belly landing at Newark Airport on 
Nov. 1 after his landing gear completely 
crapped out on him. Wrona earned the 
coveted Man of the Year award from the 
Polish and Slavic Center in Green-
point for saving the lives of all 254 pas-
sengers and crew — good enough for a 
fancy plaque from the group and our 
eternal thanks.

Polish and Slavic Center [177 Kent St. at 
Manhattan Avenue in Greenpoint, (718) 383-
5290].

BUSHWICK

Practice makes perfect
Medical students at Wyckoff Heights 

Medical Center get to practice their bed-
side manners each and every Wednesday 
at a nearby senior center. Dubbed “Wyckoff 
Wednesdays,” the almost-MD’s visit with 
members and provide blood pressure and 
glucose screenings in the morning. Then, 
after a nutritious lunch, the students dust 
off their dancing shoes and participate in 
Latin dances. One step, two step, cha, cha, 
cha. 

Wyckoff Heights Medical Center [374 
Stockholm St. at Wyckoff Avenue in Bush-
wick (718) 963-7272].

CONEY ISLAND

Oh Carol!
Three cheers to Carol Moore on her re-

tirement as principal from Mark Twain IS 
239 in Coney Island. Our pal Carol has been 

at her desk collecting shiny apples for the 
past 38 years, so she has defi nitely earned 
the rest. The dedicated educator was feted 
at Garguilo’s with family, friends and lo-
cal pols, including Councilman Domenic 
Recchia (D–Coney Island); Carlo Scis-
sura, representative from Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz’s offi ce; Donald Weber, 
former superintendant of District 21; and 
our very own Carmine Santa Maria, aka, 
The Big Screecher and former president 
of Community School Board 21. During 
the gala, Carol handed over the reigns to 
her successor Anita Ditola. Carmine told 
Standing O that he roasted/toasted Carol, 
“Even though you broke my son Carl’s nose 
when he was in fourth grade and he fell off 
the swing, we still love you for your con-
cern and caring and wish you well in your 
retirement.” Standing O wishes her well 
even without the broken schnozola. 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

MARINE PARK 

Students, faculty and alums gath-
ered at the school and began prep-
ping, chopping and basting early last 
Wednesday in order to prepare St. Ed-
mund’s famous Stuffi ng from Heaven. 
Team Edmund prepared more than 250 
pounds of the delicious side that was 

delivered to the streets of Morningside 
Drive on Thanksgiving morning as part 
of a larger T-day meal. Students loaded 
trays, covered them in donated blankets 
and scooped up the fi lling to feed the 
needy in Harlem.

St. Edmund Preparatory HS [2474 
Ocean Ave. at Avenue T in Marine Park, 
(718) 743-6100].

Buddy, can you spare a Dime
Tuna cans — a good thing 

BOROUGH-WIDE

Not satisfi ed with just building 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, the engi-
neer geeks at  Skanska USA’s Metro 
New York offi ce tested their construc-
tion skills and fabricated a replica of 
our very own Brooklyn Bridge from, 
are you ready?, 440 cans of tuna, 860 
cans of anchovies, 630 cans of Spam, 
120 feet of wire, one roll of string and 
two bags of number 64 rubber bands 
(and a partridge in a pear tree). The 
massive recycled span entitled, “Sus-
pending Hunger,” was submitted in 
support of a community food pro-
gram at the New Jersey chapter of 
the American Institute of Architect’s 
19th annual “Can”struction event. It 
took home the award for Structural 
Ingenuity — then was dismantled 
and donated to charity through City 
Harvest.

Charity begins at St. Edmund
Students chop veggies for St. Edmund’s special turkey stuffi ng.

(Left) Anita Ditiola and Carol Moore.
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By Dan MacLeod

Give us your bearded, your mustached, your mutton-chopped 
masses yearning to grow free!

A group of Greenpoint pogonophiles are going whisker-
to-whisker in the group’s second facial hair takedown — a party that 
celebrates the magic and grandeur that only a room full of hairy dudes 
can bring.

It’s a party that will attract the world’s most follically talented men 
— and a few bearded women (more on that later) — including top 
beardsmiths such as Jack Passion,  who has been described as “the 
Michael Jordan of full-beard competition .”

At least 50 beards will compete in the Gotham City Beard 
Alliance event this year in categories including full natural 
beard; partial beard; 99-percent beard (formally the “recession 
beard”); fake beard (for women and the follically challenged); 
natural moustache; styled moustache; and freestyle, which is 
where the really imaginative hair designs can be found. 

Competitive bearding has taken off in the past couple 
years — partially thanks to the Independent Film Channel’s 
 “Whisker Wars”  — a reality show about the nascent sport. 

“It’s sort of a niche thing, it’s also become popular 
because it’s so fun,” said organizer Mike O’Connor, who 
describes his own belly-button-length growth as “a full, 
natural beard.”

It’s no secret that  Mustached-Americans  have long 
groaned under the yoke of mistrust in the court of pub-
lic opinion — servants to a hairless master sneering in 
derision at post-ironic porn-star ’staches.

But beards and mustaches today aren’t just for 
Tom Selleck and George Carlin, thanks to a growing 
acceptance of the style among celebrities — includ-
ing actor  Jon Hamm , freak folk phenom  Devandra 
Banhart  and pretty much everybody who regularly 
rides the L train.

And it’s worth noting that the nation’s top 
law enforcement official,  Attorney General Eric 
Holder , is a Mustached-American.

“At some point it was a sign of a sex appeal to 
not have any facial hair,” said O’Connor. “People 
are starting to realize that it is a natural look for 
men and shows that they are a healthy mate.”

The event will raise money for breast cancer 
awareness, so now you can grow for a good 
cause.

Beard and moustache competition at Club 
Europa [98 Meserole Ave. between Manhattan 
Avenue and Lorimer Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383-5723], Dec. 3, 7 pm. Tickets are $15. For info, 
visit www.gothamcitybeards.com.

A competiton for
the follically gifted

GROW 
YOUR 
OWN!

Beardo! Mike O’Connor, orga-
nizer of the beard and mous-
tache competition that will 
take place at Club Europa in 
Greenpoint on Dec. 3, shows 
off his “full, natural beard.”

Photo by Stefano Giovannini 
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Pilo Arts Blow Out 
Holiday Gift Card Sale! 

Receive “2” FREE CERTIFICATES total value $62
Two Blow Outs  w/ Creative Stylist ($31 value each) 

when you purchase a GIFT CARD of $100 or more.

SALE ENDS 12/31/11 
Gift Cards are available for any service, package or dollar amount, 

and for your convenience can be ordered 
 by phone or on the web. 

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of 

Intercoiffure Mondial 
Paris  Tokyo  London New York  Berlin

8412 Third Avenue, Brooklyn N.Y. 

(718) 748-7411 
PILOARTS.COM 

Colour 

Hi-Lights 

Up-Dos 

Cut & Style 

Make-Up 

Facial 

Massage 

Waxing 

One gift card                      

                   outshines them all
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“In the holiday season of endless gift cards,
there is the one that she prefers the most- 

a gift card from Pilo Arts.”
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This ain’t your grandfather’s taxidermy!
Carnivorous Nights — the annual 

contest for Pope squirrels, deer butts 
turned into faces, and two-headed cows — is 
back for its sixth show-and-tell at the Bell 
House on Dec. 9.

Rogue taxidermists, stuffed-animal enthu-
siasts and people who just inherited odd stuff 
will vie for a grand prize and 
the glory of winning “Best in 
Panache” or “Best in Bones.”

“It’s sort of like the field of 
dreams, but it’s a field of taxi-
dermy,” said Margaret Mittelbach, a creator of 
the event. “If you build it, they will come.”

Alongside traditional mounted pieces are 
oddball creations and animal hybrids, includ-
ing a massive chandelier made of goat skulls, 
a rabbit with mermaid fins, and the ubiquitous 
jackalopes.

Storytelling is just as important as the 
craftsmanship. Contestants have two minutes 
to get on stage before a panel of judges and 
describe their piece.

“I’m a big stickler for panache,” said 
Robert Marbury, an elite judge and found-
er of the Minnesota Association of Rogue 
Taxidermists. “There’s always something sub-
limely beautiful that’s a surprise.”

One such surprise was artist Takeshi 
Yamada, who showed up two years ago hold-
ing a clumpy two-headed baby in a diaper.

“Everyone was kind of like, ‘Huh?’ ” 
Marbury said. “Then he explained that he had 
been collecting his sunburned skin until he 
had a full-sized baby.”

Carnivorous Nights started in 2005 as a 
shameless publicity stunt for “Carnivorous 
Nights: On the Trail of the Tasmanian Tiger,” 
Mittelbach’s book about the elusive marsupial 
shaped like a wolf and striped like a tiger.

The competition quickly turned into a hot-
ticket event that sells out every year.

“We’ve discovered that New Yorkers 
and taxidermy go together extremely well,” 
Mittelbach said.

Carnivorous Nights at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], Dec. 
9, 8 pm. Tickets, $7. For info, visit www.
thebellhouseny.com. To preregister, e-mail 
secretscienceclub@gmail.com.

– Kate Briquelet

Write on!Soul elevator
From subway walls to gallery walls.

Five graffiti legends are reliving the 
1970s — sans the vandalism, police and 

barbed-wire fences — with a new show at the 
FiveMyles Gallery in Prospect Heights.

“These guys are a handful of the very few 
original writers who wrote on trains,” said cura-
tor Frank Godlewski. “They are pioneers.”

The show, “Street Art Legends Collective,” 
will feature Albert 
Mercado, aka Lava I&II; 
Jaime Ramirez, aka 
MICO; Richie Admiral, 
aka Bama; Joe Lopez, aka 

Clyde; and Eddy Salgado, aka Flint 707.
But now, they’re being hailed as bona-fide art-

ists — a far cry from what they were considered 
back in the day.

“We were considered criminals,” said Bama. 
“We want to have that door open, for people to 
understand we’re not criminals, we’re not dan-
gerous and that, no, we’re not going to rob you.”

These writers, or bombers, as they were also 
known, were teenage kids from Brooklyn and 

the Bronx who literally made their names on 
the side of subway cars in the most ostentatious 
and colorful script one can conjure from a can of 
spray paint.

“At first it was just names,” said Bama. “Then 
we took those names and made them prettier. It 
went from simple print to more elaborate styles 
and then we added more color, backgrounds. 
Then it became 3D and we started blending the 
colors.”

For them, it wasn’t about gangs and it wasn’t 
about vandalism, at least, not for vandalism’s 
sake — it was about fame.

“Seventy-five percent of the youth who 
grabbed a magic marker or some spray paint 
and did a tag did it because he or she wanted to 
become famous,” said MICO. “If you were from 
Brooklyn, if you were from my neighborhood 
and we both rode the D train and it had big MICO 
tag on, they would tell you and they would know 
your name.”

The gallery will feature around seven–10 
works from each artist, as well as several collec-
tive pieces, in which six canvases are arranged 
together, like a brick wall, on which the artists 
paint in tandem in homage to their work during 
the ’70s.

“This is the closest thing you can get on 
canvas in 2011 to a subway car writing,” said 
MICO. “When you looked at the subways and 
you saw all the names on the subway cars, it was 
a collective thing. This canvas is essentially the 
same idea.”

FiveMyles Gallery [558 St. Johns Pl. between 
Classon and Franklin avenues in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 783-4438], Dec. 9–11. For info, 
visit www.fivemyles.org.

– Colin Mixson

Brooklyn’s got soul — but did you know? 
If jazzman Craig Shoenbaum has his 

way, you will — that is, once you see his 
band live at Southpaw in Park Slope on Dec. 10.

Shoenbaum, the founder and frontman of the 
funky rock outfit OTiS, who wrote, recorded, 
mixed and mastered the band’s most recent 
record, “Music Elevator,” is determined to shed 
light on the nascent musical movement that 

already includes acts like 
SouLive and the Royal 
Family — and gain a little 
notoriety and name recog-
nition in the process.

“The timing is right for us — we think of our-
selves as soul, funk, and rock, but the soul sound 
is our thing; our new slogan is ‘Brooklyn soul,’ ” 
Shoenbaum said. “The music scene is finally 
curving back around again to bands that play 
their own instruments — and it’s about time.”

OTiS’s sophomore album, released on Nov. 
21, has a jazzy, full-bodied and soulful vibe 
— complete with buttery bass lines, classic 
keyboard fills, talking guitar riffs, and a horn 
section laid down by very windy trumpeter/sax 
player Joe Scatassa.

To support the LP, OTiS filmed its very own 
music video — a “Hard Day’s Night” spoof that 
features band members being chased by a mob of 
screaming girls through Park Slope (we couldn’t 
help but love the video; at one point, the band 
hides behind a copy of The Brooklyn Paper).

“We just need to get noticed, have someone let 
us quit our jobs so we can play music full-time, 
and put the Brooklyn soul genre on the map!” 
Shoenbaum said.

These guys are already well on their way.
OTiS at South Paw [25 Fifth Ave. between 

Sterling and Lincoln places in Park Slope, (718) 
230-0236], Dec. 10, 7 pm. Free. For info visit 
www.spsounds.com.

– Juliet Linderman

Some matches are meant 
to be.

There’s peanut butter 
and jelly, macaroni and cheese, 
whisky and … pickles? Don’t 
knock it until you give it a shot 
— literally.

It’s called a pickleback — 
that one-two punch of a whisky 
slug followed by a shot of brine 
 — and on Dec. 10, Brooklyn 
Oenology in Williamsburg is 
featuring three whisky purvey-
ors and three pickle pedlars, 
whose boozy shot combos are 
guaranteed to tickle your taste 
buds (and leave you 
sauced).

“It’s the cleans-
ing nature of the 
chaser — you drink 
a shot of whisky, 
and then a shot of pickle juice, 
and it’s almost like the whis-
ky never happened,” said TJ 
Provenzano, the event’s orga-
nizer, the manager of Brooklyn 
Oenology’s Tasting Room, 
and a former bartender at the 

Bushwick Country 
Club, which popu-
larized the pickle-
back four years ago. 
“They’re dangerous 
like that.”

The combos 
— designed to 
highlight f lavor 
contrast — will 
include the sweetly 
flavored Breucklen 
Wheat “Black Wax” 
Whisky paired with 
spicy and garlicky 
McClure’s pickle brine (pic-

tured); Finger Lakes-
based McKenzie 
Rye chased with 
Brooklyn Brine 
pickle juice; and car-
amel-tinged Kings 

County Bourbon coupled with 
smoky, spicy, vinegar-soaked 
Rick’s Picks Smoked Okra 
brine. All three pickle purvey-
ors will be present, farmers-
market style, to dole out sam-
ples and sell whole jars.

Not enough 
piquancy for your 
flavor-craving pal-
ete?

Local beef jerks, 
Field Jerky Co., are 
also setting up shop, 
with flavor varieties 
such as teryaki and 
honey spice to go 
along with each of 
the three saucy cou-
plets.

“Our custom-
er are going to be 

taking three shots of whisky, 
at least,” Provenzano said. 
“They’re going to need some 
jerky to snack on.”

Whiskey, Pickles ’n Jerky at 
the Brooklyn Oenology Tasting 
Room [209 Wythe Ave. between 
N. Third and N. Fourth streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 599-1259], 
Dec. 10, 3 pm-midnight; Dec. 
11, noon-10 pm. $5 per pairing; 
$13 for all three. For info, visit 
www.brooklynoenology.com.

– Juliet Linderman

It may be winter, but art is still blossoming at 
the Brooklyn Botanic Garden.

Artist Jae Hi Ahn and the garden’s cura-
tor, Jennifer Williams, have created several 
sculptures, prints and glass terrariums for an 
exhibit at the Steinhardt 
Conservatory Gallery, 
opening on Dec. 3.

Ahn’s work consists 
of landscapes made from 
artificial materials, while 
Williams is contributing miniature environments 
under glass structures, some inches wide.

“The exhibit explores the tension between 
naturalistic environments made out of artificial 
materials and artificial environments made out 
of natural materials,” said Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden spokeswoman Kate Blumm.

Williams’s terrariums contain ferns, mosses, 
Venus fly traps, and pitcher plants that you would 
never find in the same place; Ahn’s prints and 
sculptures are evocative of delicate flowers, which 
she studied in the garden’s Aquatic House.

Best of all, the Garden is free on weekdays.
“Terrarium: Artworks by Jae Hi Ahn and 

Jennifer Williams” at Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[900 Washington Ave. near Eastern Parkway in 
Crown Heights, (718) 623-7200]. Dec. 3–Feb. 26. 
For info, visit www.bbg.org. 

– Aaron Short

Glass houses

Sat.
12/10

Stuff it at taxidermy night

Have a pickle with your whisky

Andrew Templar and Margaret Mittelbach are gear-
ing up for a dead animal menagerie at the annual 
taxidermy contest at the Bell House in Gowanus on 
Dec. 9.    Photo by Bess Adler

Fri.
12/9

Fri-Sun.
12/9-11

Sat.-Sun.
12/10-11

Starting
12/3

Graffiti pioneers Bama, Lava and MICO pose in front 
of a collective piece that will be featured in an exhibit 
at the FiveMyles Gallery in Prospect Heights opening 
on Dec. 9.
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For the sports aficio-
nado: Aviators tickets,  
$24 for two

There’s no way 
someone who loves 
sports — and loves 
Brooklyn — isn’t 
going to jump at the 
chance to see our very 
own hockey team, the 
Brooklyn Aviators!

Aviator Sports 
Complex [3159 Flatbush 
Ave. at Floyd Bennett Field in Marine 
Park, (718) 758-7500]. For info, 
visit www.aviatorsports.com.

For the quirky home decorator: 
Dellamorte & Co. octopus candle-
sticks, $140

These gorgeous candlesticks, cast in bronze, are shaped like 
the tentacles of an octopus, and crafted by two Manhattan-based 
artists and designers.

Homebody Boutique [449 Seventh Ave. between 15th 
and 16th streets in Park Slope, (718) 369-8980]. For 
info, visit www.homebodyboutique.com.

SHOPPING MADE EASY!
Part one of our holiday gift guide: presents for someone tough to shop for!

By Juliet Linderman

Now that Thanksgiving is over, we’re 
headed full-throttle towards Christmas 
(and Hanukkah, too). There’s no getting 

around it: we’re in the thick of holiday madness, 
which means you should probably start thinking 
about presents. Buying holiday gifts for friends 
and family can be a grueling, anxiety-inducing 
experience — that is, if you don’t know where to 

look. We’re here to help.
Welcome to the first installment of your holi-

day shopping guide, designed to help you select 
the best gifts for the ones you love — without 
spending a fortune, or leaving the borough. The 
best part? Most of the items we’ve selected are 
produced locally, which means you’ll be sup-
porting the economy, small businesses and, of 
course, Brooklyn.

For the gardener 
with no garden: 
Twig Terrarium,     
$60

In this city, not everyone has the 
luxury of a backyard. So, why not 
make your own personal biodome?

Brooklyn Collective [198 
Columbia St. between Sackett and 
Union streets in the Columbia Street 
Waterfront District, (718) 596-6231]. 
For info, visit www.brooklyncollec-
tive.com.

For the shutterfly: Blackbird, 
Fly Camera, $130

Inspired by its new exhibit, “Youth and Beauty: Art 
of the American Twenties,” the Brooklyn Museum is 
now offering a selection of these beautiful 1920s-style 
twin-lens reflex cameras; one lens is used to expose the 
film, while the other is used as a viewfinder. Unlike 
most cameras of this design, the Blackbird Fly uses 
35mm film, so you can take all the photographs you 
want — and drop your film off for one-hour processing 
at your local drug store.

Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Crown Heights, (718) 638-5000]. Closed 
Monday and Tuesday. For info, visit www.brooklynmu-
seum.org.

For the beach bum: 
Boombox Cooler, $55

Who wants to dwell on the fact that we’re 
freezing, and have to bundle up to our ears to 
go outside? Summer is (cross your fingers!) 
just around the corner, so this is pretty much 
the perfect present for that friend who loves 
the beach (and who doesn’t?). It’s a soft, 
durable, extremely portable cooler with a 
pair of built-in speakers for your iPod, so you 
can enjoy some hot jams while keeping your 
beverages nice and cool.

Blue Ribbon General Store [365 State 
St. at Bond Street in Boerum Hill, (718) 
522-9848]. For info, visit www.blueribbon-
generalstore.net.

For your inner hippie: Organic floral and 
herbal soaps, $10 each

Saipua is a small, family-owned flower shop that makes beautiful and sweet 
smelling olive-oil based soaps peppered with fresh blossoms and herbs, and each 
bar is hand cut, dried and cured on-site. The flavor combinations are unique, and 
the hand-made packaging gorgeous — and at $10 a pop, you can’t go wrong put-
ting a bar or two (or five) in someone’s stocking (or under the Hanukkah bush).

Saipua [147 Van Dyke St. between Conover and Van Brunt streets in Red Hook, 
(718) 624-2929]. Saturdays and Sundays only. For info, visit www.saipua.com.

For the brewmas-
ter-in-training:            
One-gallon home 
brew kit, $40

This kit contains everything your 
brewmaster will need to make the most 
important substance ever created by 
Man: beer. You can choose from an array 
of flavors, too, such as chocolate maple 
porter, grapefruit honey ale, gingerbread 
ale and honey sage seasonal.

Brooklyn Victory Garden [920 Fulton 
St. between Washington Avenue and 
St. James Place in Clinton Hill, (718) 
398-9100]. For info, visit www.brooklyn-
brewshop.com.

For the lover of leather: Maxx and 
Unicorn wallet, $88

Check out the limited-edition, camouflage, tri-fold wallet by 
this Greenpoint-based leather designer, whose wares are sleek, 
expertly crafted, and well worth the money. These designs are uni-
sex, which means a lover of leather of either gender will love it.

Alter [109 Franklin St. between Greenpoint Avenue and Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 784-8818]. For info, visit www.alter-
brooklyn.com.

For the urban jock: 
Dining table ping-pong 
set, $29

Ideal for someone with a love of table 
tennis — and a very small apartment.

Paper Source [102 Smith St. between 
Atlantic Avenue and Pacific 

Street in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 858-4524]. For info, 
visit www.paper-source.

com.

For the truly disorganized: Animal 
print Baggu mini pouches, $8 for a 
set of three

For anyone who has organizational 
issues, these Baggu pounches are an ador-
able and ideal way to arrange your bag, 
from the little stuff — keys, makeup, 
iPod, pens — to the slightly bigger stuff, 
such as notebooks, planners, sunglasses, 
and the like. 

Baggu [242 Wythe Ave. at N. Third 
Street in Williamsburg, (800) 605 0759]. 
For info, visit www.baggubag.com.

Let there be light: Judi’s lamp-
shades, prices vary

We know what you’re thinking: buy someone a 
lampshade as a gift? That’s too weird. But wait! 
Judi’s custom lampshades are so colorful, beauti-
ful and creatively crafted that you should think of 
them more as pieces of art — illuminated! — than 
pieces of furniture.

Judi’s Custom Lampshades [1720 Avenue M 
between E. 17th and E. 18th streets in Midwood, 
(718) 336-0366]. By appointment.

BROOKLYN MADE!

BROOKLYN MADE!

BROOKLYN MADE!

BROOKLYN MADE!

BROOKLYN MADE!

BROOKLYN MADE!

BROOKLYN MADE!
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3861 Nostrand Ave. (Off Ave. Z) Brooklyn, NY 11235 
718-743-5776 or 5777

Lunch Dinner

Watch
Your Sports

Here!

Breakfast

 Kouros Bay Diner

Original
Owners

of
Foursome

Diner
on

Avenue U

114 Bay Ridge Avenue
(Off Colonial Road)

718-833-8865
Open 7 Days  Private Party Rooms

www.casapepe.com

Lobster 
Celebration 

Continues
$30

3 Courses,
30 Combinations

Mejillones Zamoranos - 7 -
fried Prince Edward mussels stuffed w/ shrimp

Pan con Tomate - 4 -
grilled bread rubbed w/ tomato olive oil & garlic
Croquetas de Cangrejo - 7 -

flourless croquette w/ lump crab meat & bell peppers
Patatas Bravas - 6 -

crisp spiced potatoes w/ traditional aioli
Albondigas en Salsa Roja - 7 -

veal meatballs in a spicy tomato sauce
Aguacate Cantabrico - 8 -

hass avocado stuffed gulf shrimp w/ salsa rosa
Pincho de Chorizo - 7 -

chorizo, pearl onions & roasted peppers ✸✸
Try 

Our New 
Pumpkin 

Tapas
Stuffed w/ Shrimp,

Topped 
w/ Bechamel

Now Booking
Holiday
Parties
Call for 

Reservations

• Authentic Italian Cuisine Inspired
  By The Sea
• Upscale, Casual Atmosphere
  On The Bay
• Wood-Fired, Brick Oven Specialties

2902 Emmons Avenue
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn
(Just Off The Belt Parkway)

718.332.8494
www.IlFornettoRestaurant.com

On-Premises Parking

A delicious place to dine and unwind

$26.95 dinner prix fixe
Every Day

$13.95 lunch prix fixe
Mon. - Fri. until 4 pm

Unique Waterfront          Dining

Private Party Rooms Available

A delicious place to dine and unwind
Participating 

Restaurant

2003 Emmons Ave. 
718.332.6064

Ask About Our  Holiday Specials
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Commitment is a funny thing.

AR
T: 

FR
AV

ER

Craig
Bierko

Polly
Draper

Mark
Consuelos

Richard 
Thomas

Beth
Leavel

Harriet
Harris

Written by Mo Gaffney Jordan Harrison Moisés Kaufman  
Joe Keenan Neil LaBute Wendy MacLeod 
Jose Rivera Paul Rudnick Doug Wright

Conceived by Brian Shnipper

Directed by Stuart Ross

T H E  G A Y  M A R R I A G E  P L A Y S

STARRING:

FreedomToMarry.org

Ticketmaster: (800)
StandingOnCeremony.net

STARRING:

SOC.CourierLife.4.8125x11.4C.indd   1 11/7/11   1:19 PM

By Juliet Linderman

He’s just like Ahab — except for one key 
detail.

Unlike the doomed captain, Matt 
Kish defeated Herman Melville’s white whale 
— and landed a book deal in the process.

Two years ago, Kish plunged head first 
into illustrating every page of “Moby-Dick” 
— and this month, he’s celebrating the release 
of “Moby-Dick in Pictures: One Drawing for 
Every Page,” comprised of his own original 
illustrations inspired by — and juxtaposed 
against — Melville’s complex text.

“It was an astounding feeling,” Kish said, of 
conquering “Moby-Dick” — the novel that has 
stymied the smartest comp lit majors. “I was as 
obsessed as Ahab — I’d wake in the middle of 
the night thinking about it. Thank god I’m still 
married.”

The book runs a cool 600 pages, and con-
tains 552 illustrations that took Kish 543 days to 
complete. Initially, the drawing-a-day endeavor 
was confined to Kish’s blog, and existed as a 
way for Kish to rekindle his love of drawing, 
with the comfort and companionship of his 
favorite novel.

But after Kish’s last trip to Brooklyn — 
where presented his drawings at Pete’s Candy 
Store in Williamsburg to excited fans and at 
least one book agent — the scope of the project 
began to evolve.

“It wouldn’t have happened if I hadn’t come 
to Brooklyn,” Kish said. “I never thought it 
would be a book.”

Kish’s colorful, obsessive, frenetic illustra-
tions create a layered, dreamy and, at times 
extremely dark, re-imagining of “Moby-Dick,” 
when paired with Melville’s prose, is more of an 
interpretation all its own than an homage.

The voyage was no easy feat — but for Kish, 
one of the hardest parts was finishing it.

“I knew every second I spent working on 

other things was putting off that moment of 
inevitable freedom,” Kish said. “But it was very 
bittersweet; even in the darkest moments, even 
when I felt completely obsessed with finishing, 
I still had Ishmael, I still had Ahab, I still had 
Queequeg. Saying goodbye to them is heart-
breaking.”

As Ishmael can attest, it’s tough to be the 
only one who survives to tell the tale — but 
Kish’s visual storytelling is so strikingly beauti-
ful, so expertly drawn and full of raw emotion, 
you’ll be glad he did.

Matt Kish celebrates “Moby-Dick in Pictures: 
One Drawing for Every Page” at BookCourt 
[163 Court St. between Pacific and Dean streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 875.3677], Dec. 3, 7 pm. 
Free. For info, visit www.bookcourt.org.

Major ‘Dick’!
Matt Kish’s illustrated ‘Moby’ is huge

“‘I will have no man in my boat,’ said Starbuck, ‘who is 
not afraid of a whale.’” (Below) “Reality outran appre-
hension; Captain Ahab stood upon his quarter-deck.” 
From pages 109 and 117 of “Moby Dick in Pictures.”
 Illustrations by Matt Kish
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Clemente’s
Maryland  Crab House

www.clementescrabhouse.com
Come in or go online to see our FULL MENU & SPECIALS 

Since 2002, Clemente’s Maryland Crab 
House has been offering a complete dining 
experience. Our menu offers something for 

everyone. We serve only the freshest products, 
and everything is cooked to order. If it’s just a ca-
sual drink that you’re looking for, then our bayside 
Tiki Bar and outdoor lounge is the just the place 
to kick back, and enjoy the picturesque Venice 
Marina. Clemente’s dining room can accommo-
date all private party sizes, so bring your family 
and friends, and let our friendly staff spoil you.

3939 Emmons Ave. (Sheepshead Bay) Brooklyn, N.Y. 718-646-7373

Fresh Florida Stone Crabs 
Now In!!

A Truly Unique Dining Experience

718.252.3030
4220 Quentin Road, Marine Park

www.salvirestaurant.com

Cater On/Off Premises
For the Holidays. Call for Info.

Gift Certificates 
Available

Our Friday Lobster Special includes:

718-253-7117
www.nickslobster.com

Fresh Seafood Market

PLACE YOUR HOLIDAY ORDERS NOW
AND RECEIVE 15% OFF YOUR ORDER!

FreshFreshFreshFreshFreshFreshFreshFreshFreshFreshFreshFresh Seafood MarketSeafood MarketSeafood MarketSeafood MarketSeafood MarketSeafood MarketSeafood MarketSeafood MarketSeafood MarketSeafood Market

2777 Flatbush Ave.

Dine in only

Restaurant 
     & Seafood Market

Book Your 
Holiday Party 

Now
Private Room

 Available

 
 

HOT & COLD
CATERING

BREAKFAST
SERVED
ALL DAY

3741 Nostrand Ave.
(between Avenues X & Y)

718.648.3794
Open 24 Hours, 

7 Days

FREE BAGELS
Buy $15 of Boar’s Head Cold Cuts

Get 6 Bagels FREE
With Coupon

10% OFF
Any Catering Order

Bagel Platters and so much more

Wed. & Sun. Special 

$6.99

EVERYDAY SANDWICH
SPECIAL

Any Boar’s Head Cold Cut

Rolls $3.99  Hero $4.99
+ Tax

Bagel Wheel - $54.99 - Feeds 12-15

With Coupon

With Coupon

FREE
BAGELS

Buy 4 Bagels

Get  Bagels

FREE
Not Valid On Wed. & Sun.

With Coupon

FREE
BAGELS

Buy 8 Bagels

Get  Bagels

FREE
Not Valid On Wed. & Sun.

With Coupon
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Icy treat: Comedian Eugene Mirman performs at Union Hall on Sunday, 
Dec. 4!

Fri, Dec. 2
Music, Natalie Pires aNd 

tudo isto e Fado: Free. 7 
pm. BAMCafe [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

theater, “heNry V”: The Iron-
dale Ensemble presents Shake-
speare’s drama. $35. 8 pm. 
Irondale Center [85 S. Oxford 
St. at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488-9233], www.
irondale.org. 

theater, “a christMas 
carol”: Narrows Community 
Theater presents its holiday 
production. $20 ($15 seniors and 
students). 8 pm. Fort Hamilton 
Army Base Theater [403 Lee 
Ave at 101st Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 482-3173], www.theateron-
line.com. 

Music, Jukebox the Ghost: 
With The Spinto Band and 
Deleted Scenes. $10. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
963-3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. 

Music, MarGret Grebowicz: 
Free. 9 pm. Tea Lounge [837 
Union St. at Seventh Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 789-2762], 
www.tealoungeny.com. 

Music, keys ’N krates: $5. 
11:30 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 11th 
and N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963-3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

Sat, Dec. 3

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
Nature walk: Hunt for wild cof-

fee with “Wildman” Steve Brill. 
Pre-registration required. $20 
($10 children under 12). 11:45 
am. Prospect Park [Grand Army 
Plaza at Flatbush Avenue in Pros-
pect Heights, (914) 835-2153], 
www.wildmanstevebrill.com. 

PERFORMANCE
Music, tasca as Part oF 

tudo isto É Fado: Free. 7 
pm. BAMCafe [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

daNce, ballet: Le Dance Off 
members perform to music 
from Bach to Lady Gaga. $30. 8 
pm. Kingsborough Community 
College [2001 Oriental Blvd. at 
Decatur Avenue in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368-5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

theater, “heNry V”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 2. 

eVeNt, the desk set bibliob-
all: A dance party for librar-
ians, archivists, authors and the 
people who love them. $20-$40. 
8 pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com.

Music, GeNe weeN aNd daVe 
dreiwitz: $15. 9 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963-3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

OTHER
wiNter FestiVal: Benefit for the 

Gowanus Canal Conservancy. 
$40. 6 pm–9 pm. Build It Green 
(69 Ninth St. between Second 
Avenue and Smith Street in 
Gowanus), www.gowanuscanal-
conservancy.org. 

baroQue across the riVer: 
A celebration of French culture. 
$20. 7 pm. Brooklyn Histori-

cal Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222-4111], www.
brooklynhistory.org. 

Sun, Dec. 4

PERFORMANCE
Music, ViNyl Fair: With DJ Uncle 

Mike. Free. Noon. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963-3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MMusic, choral coNcert: 
Sunday music recital. Free. 6 pm. 
Good Shepherd Church [1950 
Batchelder St. at Avenue S in 
Marine Park, (718) 998-2800]. 

Music, salsa suNday: With the 
Williamsburg Salsa Orchestra. 
$5. 8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 11th 
and N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963-3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

OTHER
holiday craFt Fair: Hand-

crafted gifts, raffles and re-
freshments. 10 am. St. Andrew 
the Apostle Parish [6713 Ridge 
Blvd. between Senator and 67th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 680-
1010], www.standrewtheapostle.
net. 

MoVies, harold lloyd 
shorts: Featuring “Girl Shy,” 
and “Graduate.” Free. 1:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [Flatbush Ave. at Eastern 
Parkway in Grand Army Plaza 
in Park Slope, (718) 230-2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

iNVeNtiNG brooklyN exhibit 
tour: Free. 2 pm. Brooklyn His-
torical Society [128 Pierrepont 
St. at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222-4111], www.
brooklynhistory.org. 

lessoNs aNd carols: Readings 
will be in English and Spanish. 
Free. 4 pm. St. Finbar Msgr. 
Scanlon Center [Bath Ave. at Bay 
20th Street in Bath Beach, (718) 
236-3312]. 

readiNG, kids holiday 
Party: Readings of “Razzle 
Dazzle Ruby,” by Masha D’yans; 
“Stuck,” by Oliver Jeffers; and 
“Toys Come Home,” by Emily 
Jenkins. Free. 4 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666-3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

coMedy, euGeNe MirMaN 
aNd FrieNds: $7. 7:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 638-
4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

Mon, Dec. 5
FilM, “PiNGu”: A “Big Movies for 

Little Kids” favorite. $7. 4 pm. 
Cobble Hill Cinema [265 Court 
St. between Butler & Douglass 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 596-
9113], www.cobblehilltheatre.
com. 

literacy FuNdraiser: $30. 
7pm. Galapagos Art Space 
[16 Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 222-8500], www.
galapagosartspace.com. 

Music, the t.k. blue baNd: Part 
of “Jazzy Mondays” series. Free. 
7 pm. For My Sweet [1103 Fulton 
St. at Claver Place in Bedford 
Stuyvesant, (718) 857-1427]. 

oPeN rehearsals: Brooklyn’s 
Sweet Adelines Barbershop 
Chorus welcomes singers of all 
voice ranges. Free. 7:30 pm. Call 
for location, (718) 833-3399. 

Music, asuka kakitaNi Jazz 
orchestra: Free. 9 pm. Tea 
Lounge [837 Union St. at Sev-

enth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
789-2762], www.tealoungeny.
com. 

tueS, Dec. 6
readiNG, best Music writiNG 

2011 MarathoN: Featuring 
Nitsuh Abebe, Franklin Bruno, 
Jeremy Denk, Nancy Griffin, 
Vanessa M. Grigoriadi, Wendy 
Lesser, Chris Norris, Lauren Pu-
chowski, and Kelefa Sanneh. . 7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 Main 
St. at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

theater, “heNry V”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 2. 

WeD, Dec. 7
Ny creates holiday craFt 

FestiVal: Free. 11 am–7 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222-
4111], www.brooklynhistory.org. 

workshoP, taNGo lessoNs: 
For adults and youngsters inter-
ested in ballroom dancing. No 
experience and no partners nec-
essary. Pre-registration required. 
Free. 6 pm–9 pm. IS 96 [99 Ave. 
P at W. 11th Street in Benson-
hurst, (718) 232-2266]. 

workshoP, Job traiNiNG: 6:30 
pm—9:30 pm. See Saturday, 
Dec. 3. 

theater, “heNry V”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 2. 

Music, the baNd: And free 
Sixpoint beer! $10. 8:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 638-
4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

thurS, Dec. 8
Ny creates holiday craFt 

FestiVal: 11 am– 7pm. See 
Wednesday, Dec. 7. 

Music, cory braNaN, daVe 
hause, sad & FreNch: $10. 
7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638-4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

theater, “heNry V”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 2. 

coMedy, Party MachiNe holi-
day sPectacular: Featuring 
Lisa deLarios, Kristen Schaal, 
Eugene Mirman, Wyatt Cenac, 
Arden Myrin and more. $15. 8 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

Music, riGuad siMoN: Free. 9 
pm. Tea Lounge [837 Union St. 
at Seventh Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 789-2762], www.tealoung-
eny.com. 

Fri, Dec. 9
Ny creates holiday craFt 

FestiVal: 11 am–7 pm. See 
Wednesday, Dec. 7. 

toy driVe: Annual Christmas ben-
efit. $15 donation. 6 pm. Sugar 
Hill Restaurant and Supper Club 

[609 Dekalb Ave. at Nostrand 
Avenue in Bedford Stuyvesant, 
(718) 298-1072], wbls.com. 

readiNG, toM rachMaN: Au-
thor of “The Imperfectionists.” 
Free. 7 pm. BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Pacific and 
Dean streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875-3677], www.bookcourt.org. 

theater, “heNry V”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 2. 

theater, “a christMas 
carol”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 2. 

carNiVorous NiGhts taxi-
derMy coNtest: $7. 8 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643-6510], www.thebellhouseny.
com. 

xMas PoP siNG-aloNG aNd 
saNta coN Pre-Party: $10. 
10 pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. 
at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638-4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

Sat, Dec. 10

PERFORMANCE
daNce, daNcewaVe’s holi-

day Fiesta: $10. 10 am–6 pm. 
Brooklyn Lyceum [227 Fourth 
Ave. at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], www.
brooklynlyceum.com. 

Music, wiNd syMPhoNy holi-
day FuNdraiser: $20 sug-
gested donation. 7 pm. Matt 
Torey’s Bar [46 Bushwick Ave. at 
Ainsley Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 218-7646 ]. 

theater, cilliaN MurPhy iN 
“MisterMaN”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 2. 

theater, “heNry V”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 2. 

theater, ‘a christMas carol, 
the Musical’: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 2. 

theater, “a christMas 
carol”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 2. 

Music, isabelle oliVer: Free. 9 
pm. Tea Lounge [837 Union St. 
at Seventh Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 789-2762], www.tealoung-
eny.com. 

OTHER
workshoP, Job traiNiNG: 10 

am—1 pm. See Saturday, Dec. 3. 
Ny creates holiday craFt 

FestiVal: 10 am–5 pm. See 
Wednesday, Dec. 7. 

tree liGhtiNG: St. Finbar’s adult 
and children’s choir will perform 
seasonal favorites. Free. 6:30 
pm. St. Finbar Msgr. Scanlon 
Center [Bath Ave. at Bay 20th St. 
in Bath Beach, (718) 236-3312]. 

coMedy, heart oF darkNess: 
Hosted by Greg Barris, with Eric 
Drysdale, Shonali Bhowmik, 
and Max Silvestri. $10. 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 638-
4400], www.unionhallny.com.

Forget about turkey and mashed potatoes — get your 
weekly whisky fix at Longbow Pub and Pantry in 
Bay Ridge, your monthly taste of smoked seafood at 

Shelsky’s in Cobble Hill, and your overall fill of openings, 
closings, bits and bites from all over Brooklyn!

Everybody’s drinking for the weekend: Why wait for Friday 
when you can whet your whistle during “Whisky of the Week” 
at Longbow Pub and Pantry every Thursday? Bay Ridge’s 
favorite Welsh drinking house features a new top shelf spirit 
(Penderyn Aur Cymru! Glenn Fiddich!) for rock-bottom prices 
each week (think $8 a pop). We’yll 
rayse a glayss to thyat!

Good taste: Peter Shelsky will 
also hold discounted tastings at his 
eponymous Smith Street appetizing 
shop one Monday a month — and 
you won’t have to contend with a 
hangover the next day. As Pardon 
Me For Asking reported, a $20 
ticket buys a host of noshes, such 
as smoked salmon bites, white-
fish salad canapés, sugary rugelah 
and slabs of homemade chocolate 
babka, plus a salmon slicing demo 
and lesson, and discussion about 
pickling and smoking. A perfect 
date for you and your bubby!

Out of the fire, into the frying 
pan: Cochinita in Clinton Hill drew raves right of the gate 
for its tasty tacos on homemade tortillas — but was sadly 
devastated by fire shortly after its opening. Here’s an early 
Christmas present for pibil aficionados: Grub Street reports 
that the tacqueria-that-could will be back up and running by 
early December.

Adieu Abistro: It’s closing time for the original outpost 
of French/Senegalese institution, Abistro, one of the pioneers 
of Fort Greene’s now-flourishing foodie scene. Although an 
expanded, pricier, and BYOB-less version of Abistro lives on 
a mere five blocks away, owner Abdoul Gueye acknowledges 
that breaking up with his first baby was hard to do. “It meant a 
lot to me, it meant a lot to a lot of people,” he told Zagat, “but 
it was too much to run two businesses.” 

Spam-alot: According to Here’s Williamsburg, residents 
can soon satiate cravings for poke and poi (along with that 
other, other white meat) at 84 Havemeyer St. — the location 
of an upcoming Hawaiian-themed restaurant. Although the 
borough is hardly saturated with fare from the 50th state, Bay 
Ridge alone is home to two new contenders — Aloha Grinds 
and the upcoming Ho’brah tacos. Do we sense a trend on the 
horizon?

Konditori continued: What do you think of when you think 
of Sweden? Fish? Meatballs? Particleboard furniture? Political 
neutrality? How about coffee bars? Park Slope just got a little 
bit Swede-r now that a Seventh Avenue outpost of Konditori  
has joined the original location on Fifth Avenue near Sackett 
Street. Both serve French-press coffee and traditional Swedish 
cardamom bread, cinnamon rolls, and coco balls — so good, 
they’ll make you want to go bork bork bork!

Meatball moment: Like wood-fired pizza, organ meats, 
and hamburgers before them, meatballs are now having their 
moment in the bun. The latest men with balls are Fornino 
owner Frank Ayoub and his chef Kert Eggers, who have turned 
the generally excellent restaurant’s lackluster takeout counter 
into Polpette, a meatball sandwich shop. Standout Dagwoods 
include the pork meatball with fennel sausage on a potato roll 
and Josphine’s Famous, featuring classic beef balls on a hero. 
The turkey meatballs were a bit disappointing, but you can’t 
have everything.

What happens in Greenpoint: Chef/restaurateur John 
Fraser got plenty of attention for his experimental What 
Happens When, a temporary Lower East Side restaurant (don’t 
call it a pop-up!) that changed menus — and décor — each 
month. He got even more attention when it abruptly shuttered 
in June over complications obtaining a liquor license. Why do 
we care? Grub Street reports that Fraser is steps away from 
signing a lease in Greenpoint — albeit for a much less avant-
garde eatery.

RestauRant Gossip
By saRah ZoRn

Peter Shelsky will offer 
tastings on Monday nights 
at his awesome appetizing 
shop on Smith Street in 
Carroll Gardens.
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TOYS FOR TOTS
Bring a new, unwrapped toy to the 

show and help make a child’s Christmas 
special. All toys will be donated to the 

Toys for Tots program for distribution to 
needy children in the community.

THE MUSICAL

Originally presented by Radio City Entertainment at The Theater at Madison Square Garden

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS, DECEMBER 2, 3, 9, 10 at 8 PM
SUNDAYS, DECEMBER 4 & 11 at 2 PM

Fort Hamilton Army Base Theater
101st St. & Fort Hamilton Pkwy, Brooklyn

(Photo ID required)

Directed by Jason Thomas Wiggins
Music Director Sheila Plummer
Choreographer Jennifer DeVane

$20 Adults / $15 Seniors, Students under 21 and Children
Tickets: email NCT@NCTheaterNY.com or call (718) 482-3173 or online at www.NCTheaterNY.com

Licensed by arrangement with Music Theatre International, Inc.
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KIDS GO FREE!* with the purchase of one 
full-price adult ticket.

The musical comedy sensation

*O� er is valid for ages 12 and under for select performances thru 10/30/11.  
May not be combined with any other o� er or discount.  O� er may be revoked at any time.  Some other restrictions apply.

- Broadway World

15 piece Big Band will perform music from the 
Great American Songbook which includes 

Frank Sinatra, Benny Goodman and Glen Miller

(which is at the end of Channel Ave. off Gerritsen Ave.)
 20.00 Admission per person

Which includes a hot buffet
Tickets will be available at the door

www.mariestack.com

The Tamaqua

15 piece Big Band will perform music from the 15 piece Big Band will perform music from the 15 piece Big Band will perform music from the 15 piece Big Band will perform music from the 

M.A.S.
Swing

®

Sponsored by:

Nutcracker
Colonial

The

�
Sunday, December 11, 2011 at 2pm

A narrated version of Tchaikovsky’s classic ballet for ages four and up.

All 
Tickets 

BrooklynCenterOnline.org or (718) 951-4500
Walt Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College    2/5 train to Flatbush Avenue / on-site paid parking available

$7

2011-2012 SEASON

(718) 368-5596 or www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org

Kingsborough Community College, The Leon M. Goldstein  
Performing Arts Center, 2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS PERFORMANCES HOME

James Sewell Ballet 
presents the ultimate 
dance challenge 
LE DANCE OFF 
Saturday, December 3  
at 8:00 p.m. | $30
“One of American ballet’s most 
inventive choreographers… 
this is the company to see.” 
—The New York Times
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Cappuccino Café

718-989-8951
7721 3rd Avenue

Bay Ridge Brooklyn

718-989-8951
11am - 11pm Sun.–Thurs.

11am - 1am Fri. & Sat.
Free Delivery

Price Includes

Choice of Beverage
Soda, Bottle Water, Coffee, Tea, Cappuccino Cafe

Cafe Club Sandwich-Triple Decker with Ham, Cheese
Turkey Bacon, Lettuce, Tomato with Fresh Cut French Fries
Cafe Burger-Bacon, Cheeseburger with Lettuce, Tomato 
Pickle & Onion served with Fresh Cut French Fries

Grilled Chicken on Nan Bread with Basil and 
Olive Spread, with Garden Greens & Raspberry Vinaigrette

Served with Caesar Salad & Fresh 
Cut French Fries

Turkey and Ham with Swiss 
Cheese served in a Garlic Herb Tortilla

Julienne Sliced Chicken, Bacon Garden 
Greens, Tomato and Honey Dijon Dressing on a Flat Tortilla

Breaded Chicken Fingers, 
Franks, Hot Sauce, Blue Cheese, Lettuce and Diced Tomato, 
Celery served in a Flat Tortilla

Brownie or Cookies

  Y
ou

r P
lace       Our Place

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

LIVE MUSIC

KARAOKE

Thursday, Dec. 1 - Heather McCown - 8pm
Friday, Dec. 2 - Atomic Dog - 10pm

Saturday, Dec. 3 - Prodigal Child - 10pm
Sunday, Dec. 4 - David Vann & Company - 6pm

Value up to $16 with your party of 4 or more
Redeem Your Free Dinner, Within a Month

Before or After Your Actual Birthday!

CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER
Choice of Appetizer

 Caesar Salad  Eggplant Rolletini  Fried Calamari  Pasta du Jour
Dinner Salad  Stuffed Mushrooms  Seafood Salad  Soup du Jour

Choice of Entrée
Grilled Boneless Shell Steak 12 oz. Cut - add $8.00
Shrimp Scampi with White Wine Lemon Garlic Sauce

Chicken Parmigiana or Francaise Style
Seafood Fra Diavlo Over Angel Hair Pasta (Mild or Spicy)

Penne Vodka with Grilled Chicken
Cold Water Salmon with Citrus Chive Sauce

Roast Loin of Pork Served with Baconkraut and Bass Ale Gravy
Filet of Sole Oreganata Style - add $8.00

                  Choice of Dessert
                   Ice Cream  Fresh Fruit Plate

                     Chocolate Mousse  Apple Strudel  Tiramisu
                   Cheesecake   COFFEE OR TEA

       $3500
 
PLUS TAX & GRATUITY

Kids Menu
Chicken Parmigiana or Chicken Nuggets with French Fries

  $14.95 Per Child Plus Tax and Gratuity

Early Seatings
4 pm, 5 pm, 6 pm, 7 pm, 8 pm 

CHAMPAGNE TOAST
$3800

 

Midnight Seatings
9:30 pm & 10:00 pm 

OPEN BAR
DJ & Dancing

Hats & Noisemakers
Champagne Toast

$8500

Choice of Appetizer
Lasagna Bolognese  Fried Calamari  Soup Du Jour

Stuffed Mushrooms  Caesar Salad  Grand House Salad

Choice of Entrée
Boneless Roasted Long Island Duckling

 With Orange Grand Marnier or Raspberry Chambord Sauce
Broiled Salmon with Champagne Dill Sauce

Grilled Boneless Shell Steak
Topped With Herb Butter or Au`Poive Sauce

Chicken Kiev
Stuffed with Fresh Mozzarella, Garlic & Herb Butter, Breaded,

Baked and Topped with Wild Mushroom, Sherry Sauce
Shrimp Stuffed with Crabmeat

Baked with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter
All Entrees Served with Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetable

              Choice of Dessert
Chocolate Mousse  Cheesecake  Assorted 
Ice Cream  Apple Strudel  Brownie Overload
                Tiramisu  Coffee  Tea  Decaf

PLUS 
TAX & GRATUITY

PLUS 
TAX & GRATUITY

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATION

 

 
              

 

 Serving Brunch
on New Year’s Day

NOW BOOKING
Your Office & Family

Holiday Parties

NOW BOOKING
Your Office & Family

Holiday Parties

Serving Brunch
on New Year’s Day
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2010 MAZDA
CX-7 SPORT

$$16,000000$16,000
*

CERFIFIED! Automatic, Climate Control, Traction Control,
Moonroof, Airbags, ABS, P/W, P/M, P/L, Alloys & Much More!

Stk#MU1986. ONLY 7K Miles!

WWW.KOEPPELMAZDA.COM
57-01 NORTHERN BLVD., QUEENS

1-888-340-7378�

ICI
PAL

CREDIT

WWW.KOEPPELVW.COM
57-15 NORTHERN BLVD., QUEENS

ONLY 2
MILES FROM
THE 59TH ST.

BRIDGE

1-866-896-1111

HOURS:
MON-THUR 9-9,
FRI 9-7, SAT 9-7
OPEN SUNDAY

11AM-5PM
PARTS DEPT OPEN SATURDAY

FROM 9AM-1:00PM

*Prices include applicable rebates and incentives. All rebates subject to qualification. Tax, tags, doc & MV fees and $795 dealer preparation additional. Retail prices based on current Kelley Blue book. Prices subject to change. Photos are for
illustration purposes only. All advertised vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Ad offers cannot be combined. Offer expires 7 days after pub. date.VW-NYSDMV#7068638. NYSDCA#0918152. MAZDA-NYSDMV#7097757. NYSDCA#1175356.

––––– NO CREDIT REJECTED! –––––

1-800-476-1753
✔ SECURE ✔ SIMPLE

✔ SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

DON’T GET
STUCK IN

THE SNOW!

OVER 50
CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED

TRUCKS
THE

2002 HYUNDAI
TUCSON

AWD! Auto, A/C, CD Player,
ABS, P/W, P/L & Much More!
Stk#MU1890. ONLY 53K Miles!

$13,000
*

2008 MAZDA
CX-7

AWD! Auto, A/C, ABS, Cruise,
P/W, P/L & Much More!

Stk#U7774. ONLY 68K Miles!

$15,000
*

2007 NISSAN
MURANO

AWD! Auto, Leather, P/Seats, A/C,
CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much
More! Stk#U7823. ONLY 45K Miles!

$16,000
*

2004 VW
TOUREG

AWD! V8, Leather, Alloys, Auto, A/C,
CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much
More! Stk#U7792. ONLY 67K Miles!

$18,000
*

2006 NISSAN
ROUGE

AWD! Auto, A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W,
P/L & Much More! Stk#U7736.

ONLY 12K Miles!

$16,000
*

2010 MAZDA
CX-7

CERTIFIED! AWD! Leather, Alloys, Auto,
A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much
More! Stk#MU1931. ONLY 15K Miles!

$19,000
*

2009 TOYOTA
RAV 4

AWD! Auto, A/C, CD Player,
ABS, P/W, P/L & Much More!
Stk#U7811. ONLY 6K Miles!

$21,000
*

2008 JEEP
WRANGLER X
AWD! Hard & Soft Top! Automatic, Climate

Control, Traction Control, Airbags, ABS, P/W, P/M,
P/L & Much More! Stk#MU1983. ONLY 66K Miles!

$18,000
*

2010 VW
TIGUAN SEL
AWD! CERTIFIED!Automatic, Navigation, Moonroof,

Leather/Heated Seats, Alloys, Traction Control, Airbags, ABS,
P/W, P/M, P/L & Much More! Stk#U7861. ONLY 14K Miles!

$29,000
*

2009 MAZDA
CX-9

CERTIFIED! AWD! Heated Seats, Leather,
Alloys, Auto, A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L &
Much More! Stk#MU1937. ONLY 45K Miles!

$24,000
*

2010 MAZDA
CX-7

CERTIFIED! AWD! Auto, A/C, Moonroof,
Leather, Alloys, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L &
Much More! Stk#MU1910. ONLY 4K Miles!

$29,000
*

2008 MERCEDES
ML320 CDI
DIESEL! AWD! Nav, Powerlift Gate, Heated Seats,
Reverse Camera, Auto, A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W,
P/L & Much More! Stk#U7829. ONLY 30K Miles!

$39,000
*
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QUALITY PRE-OWNED CAN COST LESS!

ALTIMA2010 
NISSAN

$3,995
$6,980

$8,990

$8,980

$15,980

$16,000
$16,000

$9,850

$4,995

$14,995$14,995

$5,995
*

4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alarm. Stk#780070. 49K Miles!

*Tax, tags, doc & MV fees additional. Prices include all Factory rebates & incentives. ^1.99% APR financing with credit approval on select CPO vehicles; see dealer for details. Photo for illustration purposes only. 
See dealer for complete details. Subject to credit approval. Ad offers cannot be combined. Not responsible for errors or omissions. All ad Offers expire 72 hours after publication.NYSDMV7068638. NYSDCA0888893

Koeppel Always Delivers Top Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles...

ALL vehicles come with 5-DAY EXCHANGE POLICY.  ALL vehicles come with 6 MONTH/6,000 MILE WARRANTY.ALL vehicles come with OWNER MANUALS & 2 SETS OF KEYS.ALL vehicles come with CARFAX REPORT.

KOEPPEL HAS AN

A+RATING!

PRE-OWNEDPRE-OWNEDADVANTAGEADVANTAGE
PRE-OWNED

75-10 NORTHERN BLVD.,
QUEENS, NEW YORK

877-247-1979
KoeppelAutos.com

Visit Our Truck Lot 

77-15 Northern Blvd.
Queens, New York

2010 KIA SOUL
2.0L Engine, Automatic, 5 Door Wagon, CD Player, P/W, P/L. Stk#780153. 17K Miles!

$14,895*

2010 NISSAN 370Z TOURING
CERTIFIED! 6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Alloys, Spoiler, Leather. Stk#UN2366. 4K Miles!

$29,995*

2011 NISSAN ARMADA SV 4X4
Green, Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780257. 18K Miles!

$32,995*

2011 NISSAN MAXIMA
Leather, Sunroof, P/W, P/L, Auto., CD Player. Stk#UN2586. 10K Miles!

$26,995*

2010 ACURA TL
Automatic, Leather, Sunroof, P/Windows, P/Locks. Stk#UN2606. 20K Miles!

$28,995*

2010 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY LWB
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys. Stk#780112. 29K Miles!

$18,995*

2010 DODGE CHARGER SXT
6 Cylinder, Auto., CD Player, P/W, P/L. Stk#780142. 30K Miles!

$16,995*

2002 NISSAN MAXIMA SE
Gray, Sunroof, Automatic, P/W, P/L, A/C. Stk#UN2672. 58K Miles!

$8,995*

2009 NISSAN MURANO S
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, ABS, P/Windows & Locks. Stk#780111. 37K Miles!

$19,995*

2009 MERCEDES C300 SPORT
4MATIC! P/Windows, P/Locks, Cruise, CD Player. Stk#UN2598. 26K Miles!

$29,495*

2009 MERCURY MARINER
Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780084. 78K Miles!

$11,995*

2010 HONDA CR-V
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Sunroof. Stk#UN2408. 19K Miles!

$21,995*

2011 NISSAN ROGUE S 4X4
Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, Cruise, CD Player. Stk#780262. 19K Miles!

$19,995*

2009 MAZDA5 SPORT
Automatic, P/W, P/L, D/Airbags, CD Player. Stk#UN2376. 41K Miles!

$11,995*

2011 CHEVY TAHOE 4X4
8 Cylinder, Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780130. 29K Miles!

$35,995*

ALLOYS!SPORT
EDITION!

LIKE
NEW!

GREAT
CONDITION!

4WD!

4X4!CERTIFIED! 4X4!

AWD!

LOW
MILES!

LOW
MILES!

LOW
MILES!AUTO +!

LOW
MILES!

OVER 50 CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED NISSANS TO CHOOSE FROM!

Financing
Available^
1.99%APRAS

LOW
AS

GUARANTEED 
CREDIT CENTER!

DRIVE YOUR BAD 
CREDIT AWAY!
BANKRUPTCIES AND 

FORECLOSURES WELCOME!

YOU’RE APPROVED!

If you make $1500 per month
Have a valid state I.D.
Can prove income & residence…CALL OUR TOLL-FREE 

CREDIT HOTLINE 1-888-876-8364 ASK FOR
CYNTHIA

1
2
3
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• ‘Here we are, going back to 
Yankee stadium. We love 
proving people wrong.’

• ‘When we get on the 
court, that’s when 
the beast comes out’

Creating its own legacy, 
Lincoln crushes Clinton

BY ZACH BRAZILLER
From August through 

November, Lincoln has 
heard about the players it 
lost rather than the players 
it returned. The 2011 season 
has been mostly about prov-
ing itself compared to the 
star-studded 2010 group.

With a chance to equal 
what that team did, and an 
opportunity to get back to 
Yankee Stadium, the Rail-
splitters were up to the task, 
and showed it in front of 
many of their former team-
mates Saturday afternoon.

With key contributors 
such as Wayne Williams, 
DeJuan Heath and Selwyn 
Nicholas on the sidelines, 
No. 1 Lincoln manhandled 
seventh-seeded Clinton, 
30–14, getting back to the 
Public School Athletic 
League City Championship 
division fi nal.

“Everyone said we’re 
not as good as them, we 
played cupcakes, we’re 
overrated,” quarterback 
Jessel Jones said. “But 
here we are, going back to 
Yankee Stadium. We love 
proving people wrong. It 
drives us.”

He’s as much as a rea-
son as any as undefeated 
Lincoln (12-0) will play for 
the title Dec. 6 against No. 
5 Erasmus Hall. He ran for 
two touchdowns, threw for 
another and accumulated 
167 total yards, 107 on the 
ground. With star running 
back Kareem Folkes slowed 
somewhat by a turned an-
kle in the second half, Jones 
took command by calling 
his own number.

“He was the unsung 
hero for us,” said Folkes, 
who ran for 155 yards on 33 
carries and a touchdown. 

“Nobody knew who he was 
at the beginning of the sea-
son. But he opened the game 
up for us.”

Typical of Lincoln’s un-
defeated season, the Rail-
splitters put forth a com-
plete effort and got off to 
a fast start. They led 22–0 
after Jones threw a 9-yard 
scoring strike to Tarik 
Pusey with 5:02 left in the 
fi rst half. Clinton didn’t 
pick up its initial fi rst down 
until its next drive and 
though it got within 30–14 
late in the fourth quarter 
after Jeremiah Obeng-Agy-
apong’s 43-yard touchdown, 
never truly threatened.

Lincoln sacked Clin-
ton (8-4) quarterback Ryan 
Camilo seven times, limit-
ing the normally elusive 
signal-caller to a season-
low 18 yards rushing. A 
high ankle sprain suffered 
by bruising fullback and-
linebacker Ashton McKen-
zie early on played a part in 
the Brooklyn school’s domi-
nance, but so did its front 
seven’s size and speed.

“They pursued well 
and they were very fast,” 
Camilo said.

Two-way linemen Rob-
ert Kitching and Armani 
Gordon created canyon-size 
holes for Folkes and Jones. 

Tevin Fraser and Rasheed 
Anderson harassed Camilo 
all afternoon and when 
given the opportunity Jones 
found open receivers.

“They went to the cham-
pionship last year and 
they’re going back,” Clinton 
coach Howard Langley said. 
“They got everything.”

The win was more typi-
cal of Lincoln’s fi rst 10 
games than No. 11 when Jef-
ferson nearly rallied from a 
24—6 halftime defi cit before 
falling, 30—28, last week-
end. That game tested the 
Railsplitters mettle, actu-
ally having a game decided 
in the fi nal minutes.

“I defi nitely prefer this,” 
Jones said, smiling. “It’s 
much better than being in a 
close game.”

The narrow victory did 
have a bonus, Jones and 
Folkes said. Lincoln was 
getting too confi dent, the 
seniors said, and the scare 
dropped them down a peg.

“We know we can’t sleep 
on teams,” Folkes said.

Lincoln coach Shawn 
O’Connor said: “It snapped 
them back to reality. They 
came out today very fo-
cused.”

There won’t be any over-
confi dent in nine days at 
Yankee Stadium. It’s been 
18 years since the Coney Is-
land school, known for win-
ning basketball champion-
ships, has won a city title 
in football. Even last year’s 
team, the one everyone 
likes to remind the current 
Railsplitters about, failed 
to win it all. This group has 
an opportunity to make his-
tory now.

“If we win it,” Jones said 
with a wide grin, “we can 
say we’re better.”

Lincoln’s Kareem Folkes charges down fi eld in the division semifi -
nals against DeWitt Clinton on Saturday. The win sent the Railsplit-
ters to the championship game against Erasmus Hall at Yankee 
Stadium on Dec. 6. Photo by Lauren Marsh 

Madison goes from 
worst to fi rst

BY ZACH BRAZILLER
Barry Dagbolen sur-

veyed the scene and 
couldn’t believe his eyes. 
There were teammates 
shedding tears of joy, 
some down on the turf 
and others chasing their 
coaches around with Ga-
torade buckets.

The stands were fi lled 
to the brim with ecstatic 
Madison-clad fans decked 
out in gold and black. And 
there was a championship 
trophy that belonged to the 
Knights — the 0-9 Knights 
of 2010, 2-7 Knights of 2009 
and 0-9 Knights of 2008 — 
the Brooklyn school’s fi rst 
of any kind since 1983.

“You go from having 
nothing to everything 
in one season,” the quar-
terback/defensive back 
said. “To come back from 
a zero-win season to win-
ning the championship is 
an unbelievable feeling. I 
can’t even describe it.”

Madison (10-1) came a 
long way in the last year, 
accepting a demotion to 
the Bowl division and 
proceeding to go 8-1 and 
garnering the top seed in 
the playoffs. Sunday af-
ternoon at Lincoln High 
School, it completed the 
about-face, holding off No. 

2 August Martin, 22–20.
“We hoped for this, we 

hoped to make the play-
offs,” Madison coach Tom 
Mobilia said. “This ex-
ceeds our expectations… 
We thought we were going 
to win some games, but we 
achieved much more than 
we thought we were going 
to achieve. It’s a credit to 
the kids who have worked 
hard since August.”

As has been the case 
much of the year, Dag-
bolen was the catalyst, 
throwing for one touch-
down and running for 
another. The senior-laden 
defense contained August 
Martin’s potent ground 
attack and created four 
turnovers, taking advan-
tage of the Falcons (7-4) 
being without starting 
quarterback Ricky Dun-
bar (ankle).

The difference, though, 
might’ve been slight soph-
omore Dellon Peters, a 
player who knew very 
little of Madison’s losing. 
A track and fi eld star, the 
5-foot-4 underclassman 
joined the team this fall 
and his 78-yard kickoff re-
turn following an August 
Martin touchdown in the 
fi nal minute of the fi rst 

— Lincoln quarterback Jessel Jones — Christ the Kings’s Omar Calhoun

James Madison coach Thomas Mobilia gets a Gatorade shower fol-
lowing Madison’s triumph over August Martin. Photo by Denis Gostev

Continued on Page 53
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Cancer scare was a 
catalyst for X-man

BY ZACK BRAZILLER
Jack Alesi has coached 

boys basketball at Xaver-
ian for 17 years, and the 
only player who’s ever 
worked as hard as Chris 
Mullin, he says, is current 
senior Brian Bernardi.

The Southern Method-
ist-bound sharpshooter 
spends hours before and 
after practice shooting. In-
stead of playing Amatuer 
Athletic Union basket-
ball this summer, he put 
himself through three-a-
day workouts to improve 
skills work, quickness, 
and grow stronger.

It all stems from a near-
catastrophic moment in 
his life — a cancer scare 
in the eighth grade.

Bernardi was just 
coming into his own as a 
player, getting ready for 
his fi nal season before 
high school when he dis-
covered a golf-ball-sized 
growth near his left ankle 
in the Cuboid bone, one of 
seven bones in the foot. 
Initially, he fi gured it was 
a turned ankle, but sore-
ness became a lump that 
kept growing. There was 
a fear his foot might have 
to be amputated if the tu-
mor, an Aneurismal bone 
cyst, was malignant.

“I was crying,” the 
6-foot-3 guard from Staten 
Island said when told of 
the possible outcome. “I 
didn’t know what was 
going to happen. It was 
scary.”

Fortunately, it wasn’t 
cancerous, but the tumor 
ate away at most of the 
bone, and doctors told the 
family if they had waited 
any longer, the prognosis 
would have been worse.

“His sports could’ve 
ended right then and 
there,” said his father, 
Charles.

A laser removal opera-
tion got rid of the tumor 
and cost Bernardi three 
months of basketball and 
most of his fi nal Catho-
lic Youth Orginization 
season. In that time — 
laid up on his couch, in a 
wheelchair or on crutches 
— he realized how much 
he wanted to succeed in 
basketball.

“It taught me the value 

of hard work and never 
giving up,” said Bernardi, 
an honor roll student. “It 
taught me to be mentally 
tough.”

There remains a faint 
possibility the tumor 
could grow back, so Ber-
nardi goes in for checkups 
every nine months, which 
is down from seeing doc-
tors every three months 
after the operation.

Even in that time when 
he couldn’t put pressure 
on his left foot, he would 
hobble into his backyard 
and shoot hoops, hopping 
on one leg or while he sat 
in a wheelchair. Once he 
was able to start walking, 
he attacked physical ther-
apy sessions like he does 
opposing defenses and re-
turned in time to lead his 
CYO team to the title.

That determination 
has only grown since, 
making him into one of 
the city’s top seniors. A 
three-year starter and pre-
season All-City fi rst team 
selection by The Post, 
Bernardi has improved 
his all-around game. He’s 
added signifi cant muscle, 
his ball-handling is better 
and he can create his own 
shot.

“I believe the sky is 
the limit for him,” South-
ern Methodist University 
coach Matt Doherty said.

During golf season, 
Alesi often plays with 
friends at the Silver Lake 
Golf Course in Sunnyside. 
The 17th hole ends within 
sight of the Bernardi 
household. A bouncing 
basketball always can be 
heard, and a ball swishing 
through the hoop. There 
was one day Alesi didn’t 

A cancer scare in the eighth 
grade gave Xaverian’s Brian 
Bernardi the will to suceed.

BY MARC RAIMONDI AND 
JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Shooting drills. Drib-
bling workouts. HORSE. All 
of those are fi ne for Omar 
and Sierra Calhoun.

One-on-one? Not so 
much.

“We played against 
each other when we were 
younger, but it always ended 
up being a fi ght,” Omar 
said. “We had to stop. My 
dad wouldn’t let us play.… 
She would think I’m cheat-
ing or something like that. 
She would call a foul and it 
would end up being a con-
fl ict.”

Such is life at their Park 
Slope home, where being 
the best you can be was in-
stilled at an early age.

Siblings carry Christ King
The Calhouns could be best brother-sister duo in USA

Omar and Sierra Cal-
houn, stars on their respec-
tive teams at Christ the 
King, are perhaps the top 
brother-sister basketball 
duo in the United States. 
The University of Connect-
icut-bound Omar, a senior, 
has led the Royals boys 
team to two straight Cath-
olic High School Athletic 
Association Class AA inter-
sectional titles and Sierra, 
one of the top sophomores 
in the country, is set to take 
a leading role this year for 
the girls.

Their uncanny success 
starts from the beginning. 
Omar Sr., the patriarch of 
the clan, played Division 
I basketball at St. Francis 
College and mother Samara 
competed for girls hoops 
powerhouse Murry Berg-
traum High School.

Basketball, though, was 
just one of the many les-
sons.

“Growing up, nothing 
was ever handed to us,” Si-
erra said.

Off the court, they excel 
academically and are both 
fi rst-class citizens. Omar 
Sr. and Samara, a teacher, 
are omni-present at games 
— not to meddle, but to 
support. They have always 
stressed education fi rst for 
their children.

“They’re great basket-
ball players and great peo-
ple,” CK boys coach Joe Ar-
bitello said of the siblings. 
“They’re way too humble, 
way too nice, way too un-
assuming to be superstars. 
Whatever [Omar Sr. and 
Samara] did, I asked them 
to tell me, so I can raise my 
kids.”

Omar Jr., a six-foot-four 
scoring machine, paved 
the way at Christ the King 
for the family, starring as 
a 10th grader on a cham-
pionship team. Sierra was 
hooked on the Middle Vil-
lage school from that point.

“I just saw everyone 
coming to the game, packed 
house every time they 
stepped on the court,” she 
said. “I wanted to [have] 
that, too.”

Sierra, an athletic, six-
foot guard, came up from the 
junior varsity in December 
and had a stellar freshman 

Sierra Calhoun and Omar Calhoun, a sibling-duo, are stars on their 
teams at Christ the King, and perhaps the best brother-sister bas-
ketball duo in the United States. Photo by Denis Gostev

We just received this letter in our mailbag from lil’ Virginia O’Malley of Old Mill Basin: 

“DEAR EDITOR: I am 8 years old.
Some of my little friends say there is no Ida Eisenstein.
Papa says, ‘If you see it in THE COURIER, it’s so.’
Please tell me the truth; is Eisenstein real?”

Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They inhabit a skeptical world that is antithetical to the 
footloose universe our very real gridiron Galileo inhabits. You see, Virginia, we are all simply 
hermit crabs in a tide pool, blissfully unaware of the boundless ocean of truth and knowledge 
that exists just beyond our claws’ reach.
Yes, Virginia, there is an Eisenstein. She exists as certainly as a platter of whitefi sh chubs 
displayed in the appetizing department of the Silver Star meat market. 
Alas! How dreary a world if there was no Ida! It would be as dreary as if there were no Virginias! 
There would be no Kryptonite Lock of the Week, no weekly inspiration, no quixotic behavior 
that both beguiles and infuriates her fans. 
No Eisenstein! Thank God! She lives, and she lives on to improve the respectable 8-8 week she 
posted last week.
Not believe in Eisenstein? You might as well not believe in Santa Claus!

IDA’S PICKS:
Seahawks (+2), Jets (-3.5), Jags (+3.5), Bears (-8), Steelers (-7.5), Ravens (-7.5), Falcons (+1), Bucs 
(-3), Saints (-7.5), Broncos (+1.5), Patriots (+21), Cowboys (-6).

IDA’S BREAKOUTS:
Giants (+6) over Packers:
“If they lose, they’re done.”
Bills (-1) over Titans:
“I don’t have an answer for everything.”
Rams (+13) over 49ers:
“49ers will win, but not by 13 points.”

IDA’S KRYPTONITE LOCK OF THE WEEK:
Raiders (+3.5) over Dolphins:
“They’re playing good.”

91-78-6; 9-3 on Kryptonite Lock of the Week.

Ida Eisenstein:

Yes, Virginia, there is an Ida
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BRBY THOMAS TRACY
Say it ain’t so Niki!
The Aviators’ offense 

took a huge hit last week 
when Vladimir Nikiforvov, 
the 24-year-old hockey phe-
nom who scored nine goals 
and had 12 assists for Brook-
lyn in just 10 games, para-
chuted over to the despised 
Central Hockey League — 
and there was nothing that 
coach Rob Miller could do 
about it.

“When you join the Fed-
eral Hockey League, you 
are obligated to play with 
the team you sign up with, 
but there’s nothing bind-
ing you from joining an-
other league,” a crestfallen 
Miller told us on Monday, 
claiming that the Haup-
pauge native’s departure 
will undoubtedly impact 
the team’s performance. 
“He was a good player, but 
we knew he wasn’t going to 
be around for long. We are 
just glad that we had him as 
long as we did.”

The move will be a pro-
motion of sorts for Nikifor-

vov: the Central Hockey 
League — and the Bloom-
ington Blaze, the team he’ll 
be playing for — is a ‘AA’ 
professional hockey league. 
The Aviators play single-A 
stick.

Nikiforvov, known as 
Vlad or Niki to his friends, 
always had his eye on ad-
vancing, but seemed con-
tent in Brooklyn, telling 
this paper that the Aviators 
was “one of the best group 
of guys I ever played with.”  

“The chemistry here is 
really awesome,” Nikifor-
vov told us a week before he 
abandoned his teammates.

Brooklyn certainly could 
have used Nikiforvov last 
week: the fourth-place Avi-
ators won just one of four 
games, including two em-
barrassing losses against 
the hated New Jersey Out-
laws, which is led by former 
Brooklyn Aces coach Chris 
Firriolo and counts former 
Aviators John Goffredo 
and Matt Puntureri among 
their crew of cold-hearted 
banditos.

The Aviators were clearly 
outclassed and outgunned in 
their fi rst bout in dirty Jer-
sey as Brooklyn lost 5-3 — 
with the Outlaws out shoot-
ing Brooklyn 43-33. 

The team fared much 
better in their second match 
against the Outlaws, but 
then lost it 5-4 in overtime 
— something the team has 
become famous for. 

So far, Brooklyn hasn’t 
won a single game that went 
into overtime this season, a 
fact that leaves Miller baf-
fl ed.

“Last year we were phe-

nomenal in overtime,” he 
said. “But it’s always hit 
or miss in overtime and 
the [Outlaws] have a lot of 
skilled players.”

The Aviators also lost to 
the Cape Cod Bluefi ns (for 
the third time this season) 
last Tuesday, but Brook-
lyn did manage to pull off 
a bit of magic during this 
deplorable Thanksgiving 
weekend turkey trot — they 
managed to destroy the top-
ranked 1,000 Island Priva-
teers, scuttling the Alex-
andria Bay team’s advance 
into Floyd Bennett Field’s 
Aviator Sports and Recre-
ation Center, known by the 
team’s fans, and our read-
ers, as the Hangar.

“That was a big win for 
us,” Miller said. “We should 
have split the New Jersey 
games as well, but the team 
showed a lot of character 
during both games. We still 
need to make a few tweaks, 
but if they play they way 
they did this weekend for 
the rest of the season, I’ll be 
happy.”

half swung the game’s 
momentum, eliminating 
the Falcons’ lone lead.

“I looked at the time,” 
he recalled. “I said, ‘48 
seconds, I can do this.’ ”

Mobilia anticipated 
Peters making a differ-
ence, though not as was 
planned. Peters fumbled 
early on and didn’t even 
handle the kickoff. But 
when teammate Michael 
Carey muffed it, Peters 
picked the ball up and 
raced through the mid-
dle to pay dirt, passing 
would-be tacklers like 
they were moving in 
slow motion.

“I thought it was the 
turning point in the 

game,” Mobilia said.
Madison seemed to 

be in complete control, 
up 22—7 after Dagbolen’s 
1-yard touchdown run on 
the fi rst play of the fourth 
quarter, but August Mar-
tin came storming back. 
Clinton Westmoreland 
started the rally with a 
3-yard score and after re-
covering an onside kick, 
Westmoreland went 36 
yards to the house, tip-
toeing down the right 
sideline with 48 seconds 
remaining. It set up an-
other onside kick, this 
one more dramatic.

“I didn’t want to look,” 
said Dagbolen, who com-
pleted 5-of-8 passes for 
64 yards. “It was nerve-
wracking.”

Dagbolen was able to 
breathe easy when Teqeil 

Evans recovered Ghrelle 
Francis’ attempt. Soon 
the raucous celebration 
was on.

Dagbolen said he and 
the program’s other 12 
seniors were hesitant 
when told of the decision 
to move down. When the 
wins came fast and furi-
ous, they weren’t ques-
tioning the decision.

“This is the best way 
to build it up,” Dagbolen 
said.

Its value was seen on 
Sunday. Mobilia hopes 
that continues.

“It’s good to have 
some success,” the coach 
said. “Hopefully some 
Pop Warner teams say, 
‘hey, Madison is pretty 
good, they’re rebuild-
ing, we’ll send some kids 
there.’ ”

Continued from page 51 

Madison
season, hitting the team’s two 
biggest shots of the year, late 
three-pointers to lead Christ 
the King to the Catholic High 
School Athletic Association 
Class AA state fi nal.

Omar Jr. said he’s proud of 
his younger sister, calling her 
very mature for her age. He’s 

always at her games and vice-
versa. CK girls coach Bob 
Mackey marvels at the bond 
the two share.

“They’re close,” Omar Sr. 
said. “They talk to each other 
all the time, but not just about 
basketball. They talk about 
everything together.”

After all, they’re cut from 
the same cloth.

“We were brought up to be 
humble and hungry,” Omar 

Jr. said. “We carry ourselves 
as normal kids in the hall-
ways trying to keep up our ac-
ademics and grades. When we 
get on the court, that’s when 
the beast comes out of us. 
We’re both ferocious, as vocal 
as we can be on the court, try-
ing to win.”

Evidently that also car-
ries over into when they try 
to play each other.

“We can’t play anymore,” 

Continued from page 52 

Siblings

GOODBYE NUMBER NINE: Hockey phenom Vladimir Nikiforvov parachuted out of the Aviators’ plane 
last week, leaving Brooklyn in dire straits. Photo by Steve Solomonson 

Hockey phenom abandons Aviators
Top-scorer Vladimir Nikiforvov, who had 21 points in 10 games, fl ies Brooklyn’s coop

expect Bernardi to be out 
there. It was rainy and cold. 
Alesi questioned himself for 
playing golf that day.

“There he is with a pon-
cho shooting,” the coach 

said, laughing.
It’s all worth it — Ber-

nardi has a full scholarship 
to Southern Methodist Uni-
versity, which may be mov-
ing to the Big East soon.

“This is my dream,” he 
said. “My goal was to get a Di-
vision I scholarship and play 
at a high level.”

Called “The Quiet Man” 
by his father, Bernardi 
doesn’t talk much about his 
cancer scare. 

“I don’t like to show sym-
pathy for myself,” he said. 
“I know there are people 
who have been through a lot 
tougher things than I have.”

Continued from Page 52

Cancer
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52X OPTICAL ZOOM

SD CAMCORDER
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STORE HOURS:
MON.-THURS ..10:00-7:00
FRIDAY ..........10:00-1:00
SUNDAY .........10:00-6:00
SATURDAY ........CLOSED

technology in your hands
BOPO TECH is proud to announce the grand opening of our new superstore in the 

heart of Bay Ridge, where technology is in your hands at unbelievable prices!

GRAND OPENING SALE

$99

WOW

POINT AND SHOOT CAMERA BLOWOUT!
ANY OF THESE TOP BRAND 14MP CAMERAS

FREE 
WITH ANY CAMERA!!

BOPO Has Extended 
Black Friday Prices

GREAT PRINTERS GREAT PRICESSONY 4GB
MP3 PLAYERS COLOR PHOTO PRINTERS

YOUR CHOICE!!

Polaroid Instant
Print Camera

KODAK M590

PROFESSIONAL TV and SOUND SYSTEMS 
INSTALLATION AVAILABLE

PANASONIC DMCS3

SONY DSCW530

SONY 
MHC-EC69IC2

$449

1300 4.3”
GPS NAVIGATION

WITH TEXT 
TO SPEECH

CASIO CTK-2100
61-KEY PORTABLE

NIKON L24

CANON A2200

OLYMPUS VG120

HP OFFICE JET 
ALL IN ONE 

COLOR PRINTER

CANNON PIXMA
INKJET

MULTIFUNCTION 
PRINTER

The NEW HP
Offi cejet 100 Mobile

Printer Wireless
battery included

COLOR PHOTO PRINT
WITH WIFI

COPY FAX
PRINT & SCAN

PIXMA MP280IP2702

MP495

15.6” LED

15”
HDTV

SAMSUNG
32” HGTV

$149
FOR ONLY

$95

$119
STEREO SYSTEM

NWZ-E353

$64
$79

WOW

$59
UNBELIEVABLE

$299

$39

$54

TOSHIBA
24” LED HDTV

PANASONIC
50” PLASMA

$1899

$229$599 $329

$99

ONLY

!WOW!

SONY 
HT-CT550W 3D 
SOUND BAR

HOME THEATER SYSTEM

WITH WIRELESS 
SUBWOOFER

$299 $64

55” 1080p LED HGTV

SAMSUNG

Only

$69

$99

HURRY IN WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________________________________________________  

Email: _________________________________________________________________________________

BRING IN THIS AD AND
ENTER A DRAWING FOR AN HDTV

+ Blu-ray Player
WiFi with Adaptor


