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BY DAN MACLEOD
Your neighborhood grocer is 

the go-to guy for budding ston-
ers looking to score a mysterious 
wacky-weed that comes in bubble-
gum and cherry fl avors, and is 
connected to hallucinations and 
seizures that have landed 32 tok-
ers in the hospital this year, ac-
cording to authorities.

The synthetic herb — known 
as “Wicked XXX”, “Spice,” “K2” 
and “potpourri” — is being openly 
sold in Bay Ridge without a list of 
ingredients alongside pipes and 
other tobacco products at stores 
patronized by teens, despite a 
federal ban on the key ingredi-
ents that mimic the high of mari-
juana.

It’s a recipe for disaster, says 
the city. 

“There’s no doubt that this is 
a drug,” said New York City Poi-

BY ELI ROSENBERG
The Sheepshead Bay man who 

went on a day-and-a-half long kill-
ing rampage through Brooklyn 
and into Manhattan in February 
pleaded guilty on Nov. 30 to mur-
der, in a surprise move that means 
he will most likely spend the rest 
of his life behind bars.

Maksim Gelman, 24, killed his 
mother’s boyfriend 

and a 20-year-
old acquain-
tance and her 
mother, before 
mowing down 
a pedestrian 
in a stolen car 

in a horrifi c 
28-hour murder 

spree that fi nally 
ended with his ar-

rest in the subway around Times 
Square.

Gelman had originally pleaded 
not guilty to the charges, but his 
lawyer said he wished to plead 
guilty to all 13 counts of the indict-
ment against him after a doctor 
said he wouldn’t be able to plead 
not guilty by claiming insanity.

“Mr. Gelman is anxious to be-
gin his sentence in an upstate fa-
cility,” his lawyer, Edward Fried-
man said, according to the New 
York Post, our sister publication.

District Attorney Charles 
Hynes noted that Gelman’s guilty 

Max the 
murderer 
is guilty

Teens get fake 
pot at local 
groceries

WACKY WEED 
IN BAY RIDGE

Art fun
Michael Gabriel, 6, shows off his project during a children’s art show on Saturday at The Art Room on Third Avenue, 
where kids used artist Jospeh Cornell as inspiration to create collages from found objects. For more, see page 10.
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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Wieners of the world unite! It’s our sausage smorgasbord!

THE DOGS 
OF KINGS

By Thomas Tracy 

Brooklyn has a new hot dog, and this wiener comes from wicked 
far away — Massachusetts.

Wicked Good Franks on Myrtle Avenue at Classon Avenue, 
the borough’s only purveyor of New England style hot dogs — which 
are juicer than the average frank and come with a surprise snap when 
you bite into them because they’re steamed in their own casing — is 
ready to make mark on Brooklyn’s growing, international hot dog scene 
(see sidebar).

“I don’t mind the competition, I know that my hot dog is superior,“ 
boasted Bruno Iannotta, Wicked Good Frank’s proud owner.

But Iannotta’s facing an uphill battle: few Brooklyn hot dog afi-
cionados know that New England has its own hot dog. On top of that, 
natural casing franks are pretty common place — Nathan’s Famous has 
been selling them in Coney Island for more than 90 years.

George Shea, spokesman for the International Federation of 
Competitive Eating, which holds a  Hot Dog Eating Championship  at 
Coney Island’s Nathan’s Famous every Fourth of July, says there is no 
comparison between the Nathan’s Frank and a New England hot dog. 
And he should know — he grew up in New England.

“As much as I honor the area, no New England hot dog could ever 
beat the taste of a Nathan’s hot dog,” he said. “New England should 
stick with lobster and scenic vacations. Hot dogs are too aspirational 
for them.”

Yet Iannotta believes that his hot dogs, made from his own fam-
ily’s recipe, and its many toppings, including the Southern (a hot dog 
wrapped in bacon and covered with Gorgonzola cheese and coleslaw), 
the Buffalo (a frank slathered in hot wing sauce, carrots, celery and 
bleu cheese), and the Cuban (a dog covered with mustard, swiss cheese, 
pickles and red pastrami) will make him Brooklyn’s top dog (hot dog, 
that is) in no time.

“[Our frank] is catching on,” Iannotta said. “People like good qual-
ity food in this neighborhood.”

Wicked Good Dogs [579 Myrtle Ave. at Classon Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 398-2000]. Open seven days, 11 am–7 pm. For info, visit 
www.wickedgoodfranks.com.

By Thomas Tracy

Wicked Good Franks is just 
the latest joint to offer a 
geographic spin on the 

good ol’ American hot dog, but the 
Myrtle Avenue restaurant’s New 
England-style hot dog is just one 
hue in a rainbow coalition of wie-
ners that link Coney Island, Krakow, 
Shanghai, Mexico and all points in 
between.

So break out the mustard and 
sauerkraut — and relish our interna-
tional smorgasbord of sausages:

Asiadog
Talk about a Red Scare! 

One might think twice 
of eating hot dogs 
called the Wang Ding 
(pictured, which are 

slathered in plum sauce and topped 
with a pork belly) and the Sidney 
(mango, cucumber, fish sauce and 

crushed peanuts), but they’re 
frightfully delicious — and 
Asiadog employees say 
there’s absolutely nothing 
un-American about them.

“There will always be an 
handful of old-school New 
Yorkers that are insulted 

that we’ve touched their signature 
food,” employee Ginny Hwang said. 
“But then they try it — and love it.”

Brooklyn Flea Market (176 
Lafayette Ave. between Clermont 
and Vanderbilt avenues in Fort 
Greene) and various 
other spots throughout 
Brooklyn. For info, 
visit www.asia-
dognyc.com

Puebla Mini Market
It’s a hot dog! It’s a Mexican 

sandwich! It’s … both?
Meet the Espanola Doble: (pic-

tured) a monster hot dog that makes 
Nathan’s look it’s serving 

cocktail wieners.
Forget ketchup and 
mustard; this gut-
busting feast — or 

New Brooklyn frank is 
from ... New England?

Continued  on page 46
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BY DANIEL BUSH
Gil’s been snubbed again 

— this time by his own 
friends!

Members of the Baseball 
Hall of Fame’s new “Golden 
Era Committee” — many 
of whom played with Gil 
Hodges — refused to send 
the famed Brooklyn Dodger 
to Cooperstown on Monday, 
choosing former Chicago 
Cubs third baseman Ron 
Santo for the coveted spot 
instead.

Nine of the 16 commit-
tee members wanted to put 
Hodges in the hall, three 
short of the number neces-
sary for enshrinement — 
another slap in the face to 
a beloved Brooklyn base-
ball star who has a street, a 
bridge and a school named 
after him in the borough.

The slugger’s wife Joan 
Hodges was so upset she 
couldn’t bring herself to 
discuss the museum’s deci-
sion.

“I need more time,” 
Hodges told this newspaper. 
“I’m sorry.”

Hodges wife, who still 
lives on Bedford Avenue 
on a stretch known as Gil 
Hodges Way — which is 
also home to PS 193, the Gil 
Hodges school — had much 
more hope the last time her 
husband was kept out of 
Cooperstown.

“I will never stop [hop-
ing], not as long as I live,” 
Joan Hodges told this paper 
in 2008. “If there was any-
one who represented the 
national past time of the 
United States, in every way 
possible, it was Gil.”

The debate over whether 
or not Hodges deserves the 
game’s highest honor has 
raged for decades.

A lifetime .273 hitter, 

Hodges amassed 1,274 RBIs, 
1,921 hits and 370 home runs 
over his 18-year career.

He joined the Brooklyn 
Dodgers’ Boys of Summer 
in 1947 — the same year 
teammate Jackie Robinson 
ushered in the “golden era” 
of baseball by breaking the 
game’s color barrier. One of 
the top fi rst basemen of his 
era, Hodges had over 100 
runs batted in every season 
from 1949 to 1955, and col-
lected more RBIs during the 
1950s than any other player 
in the National League.

The eight-time All Star 
helped lead Brooklyn to six 
pennants and one World 
Series title, and won an-
other championship in Los 

Angeles before hanging up 
his baseball glove in 1963 
with more home runs than 
any right handed hitter in 
league history. He became 
eligible for the Hall of Fame 
in 1968 — fi ve years after he 
retired from playing.

Hodges left the fi eld, 
but he never quit baseball: 
he went on to manage the 
Washington Senators and 
the New York Mets, leading 
the Amazin’s to a “miracle” 
World Series title in 1969.

Born in Indiana, Hodges 
was a former Marine who 
earned a commendation 
for courage under fi re and 
a Bronze Star after fi ghting 
in Tinian and Okinawa dur-
ing World War II. He died of 

a heart attack in 1972, just 
two days shy of his 48th 
birthday.

Under the museum’s 
complex new rules — which 
replaced the simpler Veter-
ans Committee system — 
the elite panel comprised of 
Major League greats such 
as Tommy Lasorda, Hank 
Aaron, Al Kaline and Ralph 
Kiner — votes on a ballot 
of eligible players, manag-
ers, umpires and executives 
from the time period every 
three years.

Santo, this year’s selec-
tion for the hall, compiled 
a .277 lifetime batting aver-
age with 342 home runs and 
1,331 RBIs over a 15-year 

career from 1960–1974 with 
the Chicago Cubs and Chi-
cago White Sox.

Hodges fi nished third, 
behind Santo and pitching 
ace Jim Kaat — though his 
career numbers  are nearly 
identical  to Santo’s and 
other Hall of Fame players 
like Tony Perez. 

Lasorda said Hodges 
could still make the grade 
in 2014, the next time the 
Hall of Fame will consider 
players of his generation.

“He was a great, great 
player,” Lasorda said at the 
news conference announc-
ing the results. “We just 
hope that next [time we] can 
get him in.”

HODGES SNUBBED!
Baseball greats deny beloved Brooklyn ballplayer’s Hall of Fame pitch

Gil Hodges (above and top right) was snubbed again by the Base-
ball Hall of Fame, angering fans and family members like the ball 
player’s son, Gil Jr., and widow, Joan Hodges (right).

AP
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
At the last adult movie the-

ater in Brooklyn, you’ll come 
for the porn, but you’ll stay for 
the classics.

Sure, Midwood’s Cinema 
Kings Highway makes its bones 
as the borough’s last smut 
houses, but insiders know that 
if they head upstairs, they’ll 
broaden their choices from 
merely “gay” or “straight” to 
include some of the 20th centu-
ry’s fi nest fi lms.

The other night, the clas-
sics room at the moviehouse be-
tween E. Seventh and E. Eighth 
streets was showing “Papillon,” 
the Oscar-nominated Steve Mc-
Queen classic from 1973. An-
other time, customers taking 
a break from “Shaving Ryan’s 
Privates” got a chance to watch 
the porn version’s Steven Spiel-
berg-directed inspiration.

The man working the ticket 
booth, who did not wish to be 
named, said the place draws a 
good mix of both pornophiles 
and old-fashioned cinema-
freaks.

“Everybody has a different 
choice. Some like the porno and 
some like the regular movies,” 
he said.

The Triple-X Cinema Kings 
was built as the Jewel Theater 
in 1937, and was  once a beauti-
ful building with Art Deco fea-
tures . Local legend holds that 
the Jewel was where a young 
Woody Allen nourished his tal-
ent on a steady diet of foreign 
fi lms. But a fi re ravaged the 
joint in the 1960s and the own-
ers changed it into the type of 
theater where you were more 
likely to see “Muffy the Vam-
pire Layer” than “Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer.”

Said another way, the Cin-
ema Kings would sooner show 
“Good Will Humping” than 
“Good Will Hunting.”

But now the moviehouse 
shows the pornography in two 
15-seat theaters downstairs, 
while real cinemaphiles head 
to the 200-seat theater upstairs 
to watch the classics.

And that’s the key to keep-
ing this operation running in 
a residential area, as Giuliani-
era rules don’t classify busi-
nesses as adult establishments 
unless at least 60 percent of the 
space is set aside for “legiti-
mate” offerings.

Such rules helped speed the 
decline of porno theaters, which 
of course, were once a staple of 
the New York streetscape. The 
ubiquity of free pornography 
on the Internet also helped.

At Cinema Kings, tickets 
are $12 and theater-hopping is 
permitted: patrons are free to 
roam from one screen to the 
next or to one of the dozens of 
private viewing booths, where 
the theater shows even more 
pornography on small, 1980s 
television sets. There is no pop-
corn nor concessions, but there 
is free coffee.

There is even a woman’s 
bathroom — though it is un-
clear if it has, or ever will be, 
used by a woman. The theater 
is typically fi lled entirely by 
men, most of whom appeared to 
be past retirement age.

The place is also a gay cruis-
ing spot, according to many 
websites — though not neces-
sarily a top-notch one.

“The theater itself is gor-
geous,” wrote a commentator 
on the cruising site, Listings-
ForSex. “Too bad the patrons 
aren’t.”

Despite the variety of offer-

ings available at the historic 
theater, residents and workers 
of the mostly Orthodox Jewish 
area around the theater said 
they resented its presence in 
the neighborhood.

“For more than 35 years, 
nobody can do anything [about 
the theater],” said Mike Cohen, 
the manager of the Rose Bak-
ery down the street. “You don’t 
know the disgusting things 
they do in there.”

Whatever they’re doing, 
they are doing it early: the joint 
opens at 10 am, seven days a 
week. 

A CITY TREASURE: Midwood’s Cinema Kings Highway may be known as the last triple-X house in Brooklyn, but 
insiders know that if they head upstairs, they’ll catch classics such as “Papillon” and “The Godfather.”  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

The Cinema Kings Highway is not 
just for adult fi lms anymore!

It’s a little-known fact that the 
porn theater hiding in plain sight 
on Kings Highway between E. Sev-
enth and E. Eighth streets in Mid-
wood also shows some of Hollywood’s 
greatest works of art.

For just $12, the discerning fi lmo-
phile can eschew the grindhouse’s 
downstairs offerings — which fea-
ture such porn classics as “You’ve 
Got Male” and “Ocean’s 11 Inches” — 
and take in a more highbrow affair at 
the larger, top-shelf theater upstairs 
where classics like “The Godfather” 
routinely play.

Here’s a breakdown of what’s been 
on the silver screen at the former Art 
Deco “Jewel Theatre” during the past 
month:

Papillon 
(Nov. 23–28)
Steve McQueen 
stars as a petty 
criminal wrongly 
convicted of mur-
der who is deter-
mined to escape 
a dreadful prison 
island in the Os-
car-nominated 1973 classic. 

The Organization 
(Nov. 28–Dec. 6) 
A rogue cop 
played by Sid-
ney Poitier tries 
to help a group 
of young revolu-
tionaries who’ve 
been framed for 
murder in the 
1971 drama.

Under Siege 
(Dec.7–11)
A gang of nuclear 
mercenaries try 
to seize control 
of the battleship 
Missouri and the 
only one who can 
stop them is Casey 
Ryback, a former 
Navy SEAL played by Steven Seagal in 
the classic action fl ick from 1992.

Commando 
(Dec. 7–12)
Arnold Schwar -
zenegger plays 
John Matrix, 
a retired spe-
cial agent who’s 
forced out of re-
tirement after a 
band of thugs kid-
naps his daughter —  with revenge in 
mind — in the 1985 thriller that fea-
tures a breakout performance by Al-
yssa Milano. — Alfred Ng 

Now playing PORN TO BE MILD
The borough’s last triple-X house shows the classics, too!
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Window and Door System More choices. 
More style. 

Inside and out.

Visit our showroom today to see the new A-Series and other energy efficient Andersen® products

1889 Mcdonald Ave | Brooklyn, NY 11223 | (718) 627-6400 | www.brooklynwindow.com
Store Hours: Mon., Tue., Fri., 7:30am. to 5pm. & Thurs., 7:30am. to 7pm.
*See the Andersen Owner-To-Owner warranty for more details. “Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are registered trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ENERGY STAR is a registered mark owned by the U.S. government. © 2011 
Anderson  Corporation. All rights reserved.

11 Exterior Colors  3 Interior Wood Species 

9 Interior Factory Finishes  Standard & Custom 

Grille Patterns  3 High-Performance® Glass Choices 

20/10 Year Limited Warranty*

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Bright-eyed Paulie Leon-

ard, 6, perched on Santa’s 
lap at Shore Road Gardens 
and told him his holiday 
wish list, the words tum-
bling out like a waterfall.

“I’ll be good all year 
if you do!” promised the 
boy, gazing sweetly at the 
pot-bellied man in the 
red suit holding court in 
the gazebo on Shore Road 

near 89th Street where a 
tree lighting f licked on 
the Yuletide cheer in Bay 
Ridge on Nov. 30, complete 
with gifts and holiday re-
freshments.

The prospect of a merry 
mingle with Kris Kringle 
— organized by the Shore 
Road Garden Council of 
Shore Road Parks Con-
servancy, with music by 
the Guild for Exceptional 

Children — drew more 
revelers than ever, ac-
cording to Saint Nick.

“It was mobbed!” 
chuckled Conservancy 
Vice President Chip Cafi-
ero, a grandfather who 
has tooled around town as 
the legendary leprechaun 
for more than a decade.

This year, pint-sized 
techies stuffed his ears 
with requests for Xboxes, 

equaled only by appeals 
for puppies, said Cafi-
ero, who gave out color-
ing books and crayons, 
and scored a gift of his 
own when his 2-year-old 
granddaughter, Charlise, 
recognized him through 
his disguise!

“Now, she thinks 
grandpa is Santa!” 
laughed the guy from the 
North Pole.

Tree lighting in Ridge seasonal treat

A twinkling timber — lit last week at Shore Road Park — makes sure 
that yule be in for a treat when you walk by! 
 Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

(Left) Adorable Maks Korets is all bundled up for the outdoor shimmer-fest, while  
(above) lucky Matt Bracco gets holiday hugs from his wee ones, Katie and Mat-
thew at the tree lighting ceremony.  
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* Annual Percentage Rate is 10.9%, requires income verification and good credit history and automatic payment; 
other attractive rates and terms also available.

Have a Worry-Free Holiday
NEED HOLIDAY CASH?NEED HOLIDAY CASH?
“Borrow $5,000 for as low as $150 per month”

Payment

$150*

$100*

$50* 

Amount 
Financed

$5,000

$2,500

$1,000

No. of 
Payments

43*

30*

33*

Apply Online atwww.brfcu.org

a season
of values!

happy holidays
at

at

Plaza! 

visit

Kings

LOCATED ON LEVEL 2 NEAR GUESS

Kings Plaza
Gift Cards...
The perfect last
minute gift!

Santa will be here
through 12/24/11

Bring the whole family to meet Santa and have your photo taken.

SUNDAYS: 12:00 PM - 8:00 PM
with reindeer feeding break at 3:00 - 4:00. 

MONDAYS through SATURDAYS:
11:00 AM - 9:00 PM

with reindeer feeding breaks at 1:30 - 2:30 and 5:30 - 6:30.

CHRISTMAS EVE: 
9:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

and many more great stores!

‘Triple’ trouble on BQE
BY KATE BRIQUELET

The feds are pulling 
the plug on a vital, and 
long-promised, overhaul 
of a crumbling portion of 
the Brooklyn–Queens Ex-
pressway, saying that fix-
ing the borough’s trans-
portation artery is just 
too expensive.

Last Tuesday, state and 
federal transportation of-
fi cials terminated the fi rst 
phase of the roughly $254-
million project — effectively 
killing the overdue recon-
struction of the 1.5-mile, 
triple-cantilevered stretch 
under Brooklyn Heights and 
its fabled Promenade.

Offi cials said they would 
make piecemeal repairs in-
stead.

Department of Transpor-
tation has already begun 
initial planning of the reha-
bilitation of the 57-year-old 
highway — a dire fi x  that 
was set to begin full con-
struction by 2020 , nearly 30 
years beyond the roadway’s 
original lifespan.

The aging triple canti-
lever is considered at im-
mediate risk. The rapidly 

degrading roadway abuts 
Brooklyn Bridge Park and 
carries more than 160,000 
vehicles a day — far more 
than it was originally de-
signed to accommodate.

That portion of the road-
way currently fails to meet 
federal highway standards.

To get it up to speed — 
literally and fi guratively, 
the state had estimated at 
least $250 million for a sim-
ple reconstruction, but up to 
$20 billion for a tunnel from 
Sunset Park to Greenpoint. 

Washington would put up 
80 percent of the funding 
— but state planners are 
saying there isn’t enough 
money for the bare-bones 
improvements.

The state will continue 
making repairs to the BQE 
but “in a comprehensive 
manner as funds become 
available,” said Jonathan 
McDade, a state adminis-
trator for the Federal High-
way Administration, in his 
notice rescinding the repair 
work.

The state has put off repairing the crumbling tri-level portion of 
the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway in a cost-cutting move that could 
put lives in jeopardy.       File photo by Evan Gardner
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Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 

www.NYParenting.com 

FOR MORE INFO OR TO PURCHASE, GO TO:
1.800.882.ISLES(47537) EXT. 1 NEWYORKISLANDERS.COM
FACEBOOK.COM/NEWYORKISLANDERS TWITTER.COM/NYISLANDERS

SPONSORED BY:      Pack Includes:
2 tickets to 5 games

  Autographed Islanders stick
  Hurricane Grill & Wings, 
Jake’s Steakhouse, and 
Coliseum food certificates

SPONSORED BY:

JAKE’S
STEAKHOUSE

IT’S HOCKEY SEASON!
IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR

Holiday gifts come in all shapes, sizes and prices, just like this perfect pack of  
Islanders tickets! This great deal has everything you could want in a holiday 

present with your choice of 10 great games to attend, including a Rangers game!

Packages designed for all fans.

MENTION: CNG

BY DAN MACLEOD
An armed goon robbed 

a deliveryman who drop-
ping off pies and cakes 
at a Fifth Avenue deli in 
a brazen daylight heist 
last Thursday, then left 
the driver tied up in the 
back of his truck, accord-
ing to witnesses and the 
victim. 

It was a rough day 
for Michael Echavarria, 
who had been deliver-
ing Tabletop snacks for 
a Queens distributor for 
only six weeks when he 
got jacked for $400.

Echavarria had been 
making his normal 
twice-weekly delivery to 
Picardi Brothers Quality 
Meats between Ovington Avenue and 69th 
Street at around 3 pm, and had come in to 
pick up some unsold merchandise right be-
fore the gunman made his ballsy move.

“He stopped to make a delivery, he came 

in to take some returns, 
and he went back to the 
truck to get the fresh 
ones,” said Frank Cot-
tone, the store’s owner.

The gunman jumped 
in the back of his truck, 
pointed a gun, and de-
manded cash, the victim 
said.

“He pushed me 
and said, ‘Give me the 
money,’ ” said Echa-
varria, who added that 
the gunman told him 
in Spanish, “ ‘This is a 
hold-up.’ ”

The perp, who Echa-
varria described as a 
5-foot-10 Hispanic man, 
took the cash, then 
tied him up and closed 

the door. The bound driver then jumped 
through the front seat of the truck and ran 
into the deli.

Cops in the 68th Precinct are investigat-
ing.

Deliveryman is 
tied up and robbed

Michael Echavarria says that he was 
delivering cakes and pies to a Fifth Av-
enue deli at 3 pm last Thursday when a 
gunman robbed him.

The deliveryman explains to cops that he was out of his truck on Fifth Avenue near Ovington Avenue 
at around 3 pm last Thursday when he was tied up and robbed by a gunman. Photos by Paul Martinka
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If you are not eligible for HEAP, 

National Grid can help with  

other ways to manage your bills. 

Visit nationalgridus.com 
or call 1-718-643-4050.

You may qualify for help paying your 
home heating costs – even if you rent. 

The Home Energy Assistance Program 

(HEAP) offers grants on a first-come, 

first-served basis to those who truly need 

help. For more information, call the NYC 

Human Resources Administration at 

1-800-692-0557 today.

The warmth you need  

is just a phone call away. 

National Grid is ready to help  
with your winter heating bills.

©2011 National Grid

Finally, Relief  from Back Pain
           Are you suffering from con-
stant back pain?  Tried drugs, 
physical therapy or chiroprac-
tic without any relief ? Can’t sit, 
stand or walk for long periods 
of  time without aggravating 
your pain?  
       You are not alone.    There 
are thousands of  people like you 
who suffered in pain for years 
until they came to Dr. Alfredo 
N. Lopez del Castillo at The 
Pain Relief  Center (9731 Fourth 
Avenue, 718-966-8120). After 
treatment these patients have 
said,  “You  restored my quality 
of  life.  Now I am pain free after 
years of  suffering.”
      Back pain can be due to many 
causes.  It may be due to whip-
lash, muscle spasm, ligament 
problems, arthritis,  herniated 
disc, bulging disc, or spinal 
stenosis.  However, one of  the 
most common causes of  per-
sistent pain not responding to 
drugs, physical therapy,  or chi-
ropractic is a herniated disc or 
bulging disc.  The disc contains 
a very inflammatory substance 
which leaks out when its wall 
breaks.  This substance causes 

severe inflammation within the 
spinal canal resulting in back or 
neck pain with muscle spasm.   
The inflammation may be asso-
ciated with pain going down the 
legs or pain going through the 
arms and hands. 
       With an epidural injection, 
the inflammation is neutral-

ized.  As a result, the body is 
able to heal, shrink the disc and 
the pain disappears. The tech-
nique of  performing epidurals 
is very important.  Dr. Castillo 
has mastered the art of  doing  
epidurals in a very gentle and 
nearly painless way.  
       If  you are not getting relief  
with your treatments after a 
month or two, then it is time to 
consult with Dr. Castillo.  There  
is no need to continue suffering.  
Dr. Castillo has helped thou-
sands of  people like you.
          Dr. Castillo is a compas-
sionate doctor who takes great 
pride in his kind bedside man-
ner.  He became interested in 
the field of  pain management 
in the 1970s, when as a family 
practitioner in Bay Ridge, he 
met many patients suffering 
from severe neck pain and back 
pain. He referred  them to ortho-
pedic doctors and neurologists, 
yet many of  them continued to 
experience pain.
       Dr. Castillo wanted to help.  
Looking for ways to help these 
patients, he learned that an epi-
dural was a very effective way 

to treat back pain. In order to 
learn and master epidurals, the 
doctor started anesthesiology 
training at Mt. Sinai Hospital in 
New York City.

      He began the practice of  
pain management in 1981 to 
help people suffering from back 
and neck pain.  This pain could 
be due to whiplash, herniated 
discs, sciatica, spinal stenosis, 
or arthritis.  He was a pioneer in 
the field of  pain management.  
         For over 30 years, Dr. Cas-
tillo has safely performed more 
than 20, 000 procedures on pa-
tients and has improved their 
quality of  life.  His reputation 
has become so well known that 
even doctors and their families 
come to him for their neck and 
back pain.
         Dr. Castillo was the first 
pain specialist in Staten Island 
and one of  the first in Brook-
lyn. In 1987, he established and 
directed the Pain Management 
Center at Bayley Seton Hospi-
tal.  At the same time he served 
as Director of  Anesthesiology.  

He was the first pain specialist 
in Staten Island to be Board Cer-
tified in Pain Management by 
both the American Board of  An-
esthesiology and the American 
Board of  Pain Medicine.  
       Because Dr. Castillo wants 
only the very best care for each 
of  his patients, the procedures 
are done in a clean, new pain 
management suite built specifi-
cally for these procedures.  Care 
is of  the highest caliber. The 
doctor has a staff  of  trained 
professionals who have worked 
with him for many years. Most 
insurances including  No fault 
and Workers Compensation in-
surance cover the cost of  the 
procedure.  Complimentary car 
service is provided to patients 
when they have the procedure.  
      People do not have to live with 
pain. “We want to help,” says 
Dr. Castillo. Make an appoint-
ment today. Call 718-966-8120. 
Additional information may be 
found at www.brooklynpain-
reliefcenter.com.

ADVERTISEMENT

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE–DYKER HEIGHTS

Cable why?
Thieves swiped thousands in telecom-

munications gear from a cable truck on 
Owls Head Court on Dec. 1.

The victim told cops that he went inside 
a customer’s house between Bay Ridge Av-
enue and 68th Street at 1:30 pm. When he 
came back out less than an hour later, he 
found that perps had stolen $2,900 in con-
verter boxes, cables and modems.

1970s redux
Vandals tagged an R train while it sat 

idle overnight on Nov. 28.
MTA offi cials told cops that the car had 

been left the spur track at 10:40 pm, but 
by next morning, workers discovered the 
words “Bad” and “Ph” sprayed on the train 
in turquoise, black and blue paint. The MTA 
estimated the damage at $800.

Turkey bandits
Would-be bandits broke into a Ridge 

Boulevard apartment over the Thanksgiv-
ing weekend and rearranged a few things, 
but did not steal anything.

The victim told cops that she left her 
house between 85th and 86th streets at 1:30 
pm on Nov. 24. When she returned on Nov. 
28, she found glue on her door handle, and 
her possessions moved around.

Golden ticket
Thugs swiped nearly $3,000 in jewelry 

and cash from a woman on Fifth Avenue on 
Nov. 28 after she refused to help cash a pur-
portedly winning lottery ticket.

The victim told cops that she was sitting 
in her car between 74th street and Bay Ridge 
Parkway at 1 pm when a man and a woman 
approached and asked for help cashing their 
winning ticket. She refused, so the pushy 
punks demanded her cash and bangles.

Fifth Avenue and Bay Ridge Parkway
 — Dan MacLeod

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST—BATH BEACH

NYPD playa
A man pretending to be a police offi cer 

fl ashed a badge and robbed a 28-year-old 
during a Nov. 28 altercation on Bay 14th 
Street.

The victim was just steps from his build-
ing between 86th Street and Benson Avenue 
at 12:25 am when the thief approached and 
fl ashed what looked like a police shield. The 
thief, who also had a pair of handcuffs dan-
gling from his waistband, demanded that 
the victim empty his pockets — then ran off 
with the man’s cash and wallet.

Purse grab
A goon swiped a 23-year-old woman’s 

purse as he ran past her on 65th Street on 
Dec. 1.

The woman was nearing W. Second 

Street at 11:20 pm when the suspect ran by, 
pushed her to the fl oor, and ran off with her 
property.

Pharmacy raid
A pill-popper broke into an Avenue O 

pharmacy on Nov. 29, swiping an assort-
ment of pricey prescription drugs.

Workers at the GM Pharmacy near W. 
Fourth Street said the thief pried open the 
rear door sometime after 6:20 pm before 
cleaning out a drawer full of pharmaceuti-
cals.

Buffet burglar
A thief broke into the East Ocean Buffet 

on 86th Street on Nov. 29, taking more than 
$1,200.

The buffet bilker forced the rear door of 
the restaurant, which is located near 17th 
Avenue, sometime after 11:40 pm, then pro-
ceeded to clean out a cash register and a safe 
in the offi ce. 

Steely shoplifter
Police arrested a 48-year-old man who 

they claim threatened to stab a CVS worker 
on Nov. 28 after he was caught shoplifting at 
the New Utrecht Avenue store.

Workers at the store near 84th Street saw 
the thief pocketing more than $200 in mer-
chandise from store shelves just after 5 pm, 
but, when they tried to stop the suspect from 
leaving, the man pulled a knife and threat-
ened to “pop” anyone who got in his way.

Cops caught up with the thief a short 
time later, charging him with robbery.

Grand getaway
A thief broke into an Avenue S home on 

Dec. 1, removing $1,000.
The victim left her home near W. 10th 

Street at noon. When she returned a few 
hours later, she discovered that someone 
had forced open a rear window and made off 
with her money.

Bottle bruiser
A thug attacked a 20-year-old with a 

glass bottle on Nov. 28 during an brawl on 
66th Street.

The two men were arguing near 14th 
Avenue at 11:50 pm when the suspect, de-
scribed by witnesses as the victim’s “friend,” 
brained him with a bottle, leaving him with 
a deep gash.

Cut up
A hothead attacked a 25-year-old on 86th 

Street during a Nov. 27 argument that ended 
with the victim going to Lutheran Medical 
Center.

The victim was escorting his girl-
friend to her car near Bay 16th Street 
at 4:15 am when the suspect, a complete 
stranger, strode up and started arguing 
with him.

The suspect then jumped the victim, 
leaving him with deep cuts to his hand and 
wrist.

Jewelry taken
A burglar forced his way into an 81-year-

old woman’s home on Bay 14th Street on 
Nov. 30, taking an assortment of jewelry.

The thief forced open a kitchen window 
to the home, located near Shore Parkway, 
sometime after midnight in order to get in-
side, the senior told police.

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY —MANHATTAN BEACH—GRA-

VESEND—HOMECREST

Beach robbers busted
Police say four young men robbed a teen 

on Dover Street in Manhattan Beach on Nov. 
30 — but were arrested two hours later.

The 19-year-old victim was nearing Ori-
ental Boulevard at 12:25 pm when he was 
approached by a man wearing a purple-and-
white bandana over his face, and brandish-
ing a revolver covered in a plastic bag.

The goon snatched the victim’s iPhone 
and ran off to an awaiting 1999 Mercedes 
Benz containing three other suspects.

Witnesses took note of the getaway ve-
hicle, which police then tracked to the cor-
ner of Foster Avenue and E. 38th Street two 
hours later — charging everyone inside 
with robbery.

Police believe this was the second Man-
hattan Beach crime the suspects were re-
sponsible for: on Nov. 29, someone jumped 
an 18-year-old on Shore Boulevard near 
Norfolk Street, taking an iPod and a pair 
of headphones. As in the Nov. 30 crime, the 
thief had a hard object, possibly a gun, in a 
plastic bag when he demanded his victim’s 
property, police said.

PCS pinch
A thief took $1,000 from a Sprint PCS 

store on Nostrand Avenue during a daring 
Dec. 3 robbery.

Workers at the store near Avenue X said 
the thief entered at 5:30 pm, pretended that 
he had a gun underneath his shirt, and 
swiped the money from the register.

Jumped on Ave. U
Two thugs attacked a 15-year-old boy 

during a Nov. 29 robbery on Avenue U.

The victim was nearing Brigham Street 
at 4:40 pm when the suspects approached, 
claimed that they had a “grip” — meaning 
a gun — and then took off with the teen’s iP-
hone and headphones.

Fed Ex follies
Two thieves masquerading as Fed Ex de-

livery men raided a Kings Highway AT&T 
store on Nov. 29, stealing more than 50 
Smartphones.

Workers at the store near Coney Island 
Avenue said the thieves entered in Fed Ex 
uniforms at 9:22 am, then fl ashed a gun and 
demanded the entire inventory of iPhones 
and Blackberrys.

The thieves made off with more than 
$11,000 in electronics, offi cials said.

Robbed on delivery
Three thugs jumped a 49-year-old pizza 

delivery man as he entered a Nostrand Av-
enue apartment building on Nov. 23.

The victim was entering the lobby of the 
building near Avenue V when the suspects 
followed him in and punched him in the 
head.

The thugs ran off with the victim’s pie 
and cellphone when he fell, police said.

Ave. W brawl
Cops say a 17-year-old took a swing at 

cops called in to break up a brawl on Avenue 
W on Dec. 5 — and was arrested for it.

Police found a large group of people 
fi ghting between Nostrand Avenue and 
Batchelder Street at 4:13 pm, but, as they 
stepped in, the 17-year-old suspect took a 
swing at one of the offi cers.

Cops took the teen into custody after a 
brief struggle, charging him with attempted 
assault.

Bank basher
Police arrested a 44-year-old man who 

they say attacked two cops inside a Chase 
Bank on Kings Highway on Nov. 25.

The suspect tried to withdraw $4,800 
from another customer’s account, but work-
ers at the Coney Island Avenue branch 
wouldn’t let him. 

That’s when he started yelling, and cops 
were called in to stop him. As the cops tried 
to arrest him he head-butted one of the offi -
cers, and then pushed the offi cer into a glass 
partition, breaking it.

Breaking in
A thief forced his way into an E. 19th 

Street home on Dec. 4 — but took nothing.
The owner of the home near Avenue T 

said the thief forced open a side door — shat-
tering a lock in the process — sometime af-
ter 9 am.

Window creeper
A crook snuck into a W. First Street home 

on Dec. 3, taking $200 and some stamps.
The 56-year-old victim said that the thief 

entered the home near Village Road South 
after wiggling through a basement window.

— Thomas Tracy
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Do you know an
exceptional woman?
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction for 2012!
25 Women will have their important work profiled in the newspaper, and will be feted at a cocktail party in 
their honor. It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough, in any field.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________
Why are you nominating them? (In 5 lines or less) ________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
How can we reach you or your nominee for more information?
Phone:______________________________________  Email:________________________________________

Or mail this form to:
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction
CNG Newspapers, One Metrotech Center
10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Att: Stephanie Stellaccio

Nominate her as a

Email your nomination info to womanofdistinction@cnglocal.com  

Talk about getting in hot water!
A female aide to Assemblyman William Boyland Jr. 

is following in her boss’s footsteps — she allegedly de-
manded a cut from the bribes heading the Assembly-
man’s way, and was arrested by federal authorities for 
it.

Last Thursday, federal prosecutors charged Ry-Ann 
Hermon, 33, with taking bribes — just two days after Boy-
land (D-Bedford Stuyvesant) was arrested — when inves-
tigators revealed that she had negotiated her own payoff 
from a group of undercover investigators claiming to be 
developers hoping to build in Boyland’s district.

The indictment fi led in Brooklyn Federal Court states 
that Ryan took more than $2,000 in cash from the under-
cover operative, and talked openly about how bribes like 
this excited her.

“You just, like, made me hot,” Hermon allegedly told 
the undercover offi cer during one of several meetings, 
when the operative gave her $1,000 in cash as a “down 
payment.”

Hermon is facing 20-years in prison for soliciting 
bribes. She and her attorney refused to speak to report-
ers as she was released on $100,000 bail last week.

Boyland — who was just acquitted last month of tak-
ing a no-show job with Brookdale Hospital as payment 
for the millions in tax-payer dollars he steered to the 
hospital’s parent company, MediSys — was accused of 
soliciting $250,000 in bribes from the undercover agents, 
who were introduced to him by a local carnival operator 
working with the FBI.

U.S. Attorney Loretta Lynch claims that Boyland 
solicited more than $250,000 in bribes as his fi rst cor-

ruption case worked its way through the court system. 
Some of the money was going to pay for his legal team, 
he alleged, adding — on tape — that he had unfettered 
control over any legislative activity in his district.

“Everything here I’m in control of,” Boyland said, ac-
cording to  court papers. “I’m the politician. I’m the guy 
that can make that move over on this end, so we know the 
folks that can pull the triggers we’re looking for.”

Federal investigators said he didn’t want to accept the 
bribes personally — claiming that he had his own “bag 
man” for that explicit purpose — and that most of the 
bribes would go to the attorneys defending him in court.

“I have legal fees for this legal thing I have,” he was 
recorded as saying. “I have to get clear of these charges, 
but I have to come back in a larger sense.”

Boyland was released on $100,000 bond after he was 
arraigned on the new charges. His attorney, Michael 
K. Bachrach, said that he and his team “will fi ght the 
charges just as hard as we defended the last case.”

Rapist faces 57 years
A jury convicted a 43-year-old man of a decade-old 

rape on Dec. 1 — and it took them just over one hour to 
do it.

Court offi cials said that now-convicted rapist Adam 
Wright could face 57-years in jail for the rape that took 
place inside a Canarsie building back in 2001.

The jury was apparently spurred on to convict Wright 
after hearing the heart-wrenching testimony of his vic-
tim, who was 12 when prosecutors say Wright attacked 
her in a building elevator.

“[Wright] purposely exploited the naivety of a child, 
the trust of a child,” prosecutor Elizabeth Doerfl er told 
jurors in Brooklyn Supreme Court last week. “You can 
fi nally hold the defendant accountable for the crimes he 
committed.”

The victim reported the rape, but never identifi ed 
Wright. Wright was later arrested in 2008 after evidence 
collected from the rape was linked to his DNA on fi le 
from another arrest.

To the end, Wright, who acted as his own lawyer, 
claimed that he was the victim of a widespread conspir-
acy involving the police and several other city agencies.

Aide busted for allegedly seeking payoffs
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BY DAN MACLEOD
Dozens of kids showed 

off their artistic talent at an 
exhibition at a Third Ave-
nue art school on Saturday.

Students of the Art Room, 
which is between 87th and 
88th streets, showed off 
their masterpieces, which 
were made from found ob-
jects and created assem-

blages in the style of famous 
artist Joseph Cornell.

“Some of them were re-
ally pretty evocative and 
imitate,” said Leigh Holli-
day, owner of the kid’s art 
school. “Objects were found 
in attics, basements, kitch-
ens, toy boxes, and drawers. 
Each secret box tells the 
viewer a visual story.”

The after-school pro-
gram for kids ranging in 
age from 2 to 12 years old 
aims to teach young chil-
dren to think about art be-
fore diving in and creating 
it.

“We’re trying to get 
them at a very young age to 
create things with process 
in mind,” said Holliday.

Seventy-three students 
participated in the show.

Holliday wouldn’t pick 
favorites, but did say that 
some projects stuck out in 
her mind.

“One student built one 
that looked kind of like a 
house,” she said. “He liter-
ally put together more of a 
scene than a collection.”

Bay Ridge student’s art show features 
assemblages built from found objects 

Katie Feder, 9, of Bay Ridge, points out her creation during Satur-
day’s show at the Art Room. Photos by Elizabeth Graham

(Left) Kristine Oliver and her daughter Elaina, 4, of Bay Ridge get a close 
look at the box projects at Saturday’s show, while (above) Franca Vaccaro 
of Mill Basin and her nephew Luca Zito, 3, of Bay Ridge admire the creative 
pieces from afar.
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B U S I N E S S  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

By Camille Sperrazza
Just in time for the holidays, 

there’s a new store in Bay 
Ridge. 

Bopo Tech, an electronics and 
technology shop, celebrated its 
grand opening on Nov. 22.

Here, you’ll find thousands of 
items in stock, including com-
puters, cameras, televisions, 
telescopes, binoculars, radar 
detectors, baby monitors, pro-
fessional audio systems, mi-
crowaves, DVD players, and 
more. 

The nice thing about shopping 
at this Fifth Avenue store is that 
the staff is knowledgeable, so 
if you don’t know much about 
electronics, they can help. In 
fact, they’ve already done your 
homework, researching all 
products they sell. 

“Everything we carry, we 
have already checked out,” says 
Alex Settman, one of the own-
ers. “There are no ‘bugs.’ We 
don’t carry out of date, so you 
get your money’s worth.”

Settman makes it his business 
to find out about any pitfalls be-
fore he stocks any item. 

“We want to be able to put the 
latest technology in customers’ 
hands,” he says. “We carry good 
quality, at good prices.” To ac-
complish this task, he’s a regu-
lar at trade shows, including the 
upcoming Las Vegas Consumer 
Electronics Show, to be held in 
January. “We’ll get all the lat-
est information, and be on the 
up and up with everything,” he 
assures.

If you’re looking for a gift for 
those who seemingly have it 
all, shopping here may provide 
a number of ideas, as there may 
be items you never knew ex-
isted. For example, the Inspec-
tor Gadget on your gift list may 
be intrigued by a thermometer 
clock.  Part of it goes outside 
your house. You can attach it 
to the stucco, or secure it to a 
flower pot, says Settman. The 
other part remains inside your 
home. 

“You don’t have to open the 
door to find out the tempera-
ture,” says Settman. It’s indi-
cated on the piece that remains 
indoors. No more letting out the 

heat; no more listening to the 
radio in an effort to learn the 
weather. You’ll know the tem-
perature from the moment you 
wake up. Then, you can figure 
out what to wear.

Another gift Settman recom-
mends is a five-piece telephone 
handset. It uses one base, but can 
hold five phones. You can leave 
one phone in every room of the 
house. Each phone comes with 
its own charger. You can opt 
to shut the phone off in some 
rooms, so they won’t ring there. 
A talking caller identification 
lets you know who’s trying to 
reach you, so you can screen 
the call, should those telemar-
keters be on the line.

And there are plenty of other 
quality gift items, starting at 
$16.95, says Settman. 

“They are brand names at 
good prices — such as a Casio 
travel clock.”

Bopo Tech has relationships 

with distribution centers through-
out the country, says Settman. 
This means that they can ship to 
other states very quickly, should 
you want to send something spe-
cial to relatives who live else-
where, or children who may be at-
tending colleges in other states. 
When you purchase a com-

puter or stereo system here, 
you won’t be left in the dark, 
not knowing which wire goes 
where. For a fee, an installer 
can come to your home and set 
everything up. 

“It saves hours and hours of 
time and aggravation,” says 
Settman, and many of us whole-
heartedly agree. 

Bopo Tech [8617 Fifth Ave. 
between 86th and 87th streets in 
Bay Ridge, (866) GEE-BOPO]. 
Open Mondays through Thurs-
days, 10 am – 7 pm; Fridays, 10 
am – 1 pm; and Sundays, 11 am 
– 6 pm. For more information, 
visit www.bopotech.com. 

Find holiday gifts for all your loved ones 
at Bopo Tech

Bopo Tech, now on Fifth Avenue, 
is the perfect place to pick up 

a holiday gift.

Photos by Steve Solomonson

Sales associates, including David Feinstein, 
are knowledgeable about every item, and are always ready to help you.

Bopo Tech has a huge selection 
of point-and-shoot cameras 

for the shutterbug in your life 
(and at great prices — for you).
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Paying too 
much for 
heating oil?
If you answered yes, then 
you owe it to yourself to make 
a simple phone call today.

877.237.9102
petro.com

Find out why your neighbors choose Petro, making 
us the #1 home heating oil company in the country. 

Ask how we can help you achieve 

ENERGY SAVINGS OF AT LEAST 
10% — GUARANTEED!*

Commit to saving energy 
and the environment. 

OIL   |   AC   |   PROPANE   |   NATURAL GAS 
PLUMBING   |   HOME SECURITY

*For boilers only. Savings based on installation of Beckett AquaSmart boiler control. May not be available 
in all areas. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Subject to change without notice. Additional terms 
and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2011 Petro. P_11461

FREE WIFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 
718-692-1515

2256 Hendrickson Street 

(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: 
thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

REPAIRED 
PAINLESSLY

Neighbors: It’s a rat trifecta!
BY DAN MACLEOD

A perfect storm of self-
ish litterbugs, a construc-
tion project moving at a 
snail’s pace, and the re-
moval of public garbage 
cans in Bensonhurst has 
turned New Utrecht Ave-
nue into a litter-strewn ro-
dent magnet, say residents 
who are demanding the 
MTA put the rehabilitation 
of the D line on the fast 
track so they can fi nally 
get some relief.

Construction on the el-
evated railroad above the 
avenue between 67th and 
79th streets — which has 
resulted in pits being dug 
around the base of stan-
chions, which, in turn, re-
sulted in the removal of 16 
city garbage cans along the 
strip — has been going on 
for more than two years, 
and now residents and 
merchants are demand-
ing the state fi nally get the 
job done so they can have a 
cleaner street back.

When we contacted the 
Department of Sanitation 
about the missing cans, an 
agency spokesman told us 

that the city would rein-
stall them on Tuesday.

And the city says that it 
has removed the litter bas-
kets in the area because of 
the ongoing work, so lit-
terbugs have been tossing 
trash in the pits. 

Hursters have been 
 complaining for weeks 
that the construction has 
been attracting garbage 
and rats , so last week, the 

MTA hung netting above 
the holes to keep garbage 
from going into the pits.

But the MTA says it’s 
not its fault that people are 
slobs.

“The rats are attracted 
by the garbage that is be-
ing thrown into our con-
struction areas, not by the 
work itself,” said Depart-
ment of Sanitation spokes-
man Deirdre Parker.

The MTA covered up some construction sites on New Utrecht Av-
enue — like this one at 62nd Street — in an attempt to curb littering 
and stop the occurence of rats that follow. But the move hasn’t im-
proved littering at all. Community Newspaper Group / Dan MacLeod
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27 Quick & Easy Fix Ups to Sell  
Your Home Fast and for Top Dollar

ADVERTORIAL

BROOKLYN - Because your home 
may well be your largest asset, selling 
it is probably one of the most impor-
tant decisions you will make in your 
life. And once you have made that de-
cision, you’ll want to sell your home 
for the highest price in the shortest 
time possible without compromising 
your sanity. Before you place your 
home on the market, here’s a way to 
help you to be as prepared as pos-
sible

To assist homesellers, a new in-
dustry report has just been released 
called “27 Valuable Tips That You 
Should Know to Get Your Home Sold 
Fast and for Top Dollar.” It tackles the 
important issues you need to know to 
make your home competitive in to-
day’s tough, aggressive marketplace.

Through these 27 tips, you will dis-
cover how to protect and capitalize 

on your most important investment, 
reduce stress, be in control of your 
situation, and make the most profit 
possible.

In this report, you’ll discover how 
to avoid financial disappointment of 
worse, a financial disaster when sell-
ing your home. Using a common-
sense approach, you get the straight 
facts about what can make or break 
the sale of your home

You owe it to yourself to learn how 
these important tips will give you 
the completive edge to get you home 
sold fast and for the most amount of 
money.

Order your free report today. To 
hear a brief recorded message about 
how to order your FREE copy of this 
report, call 1-800-280-9655 and enter 
ID#1023. Call anytime, 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week.

Hal Blake, Assoc. Broker/Robert Defalco Realty

* Actual savings may vary based upon efficiency measures selected, 
age of home, appliances, equipment and other factors. 
A participating contractor can help evaluate potential savings.

** Financing, energy audits, and workforce development 
opportunities made available through the Green 
Jobs-Green NY Act of 2009.

Join the thousands of homeowners who have saved 
up to $700 on their annual home energy costs*

NYSERDA’S HOME PERFORMANCE WITH ENERGY STAR® PROGRAM IS ONE 
OF THE NATION’S LEADERS IN MAKING HOMES MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT.
Most New Yorkers qualify for a free or reduced-cost comprehensive home assessment, 
also referred to as an energy audit, and low-interest loans.** Additionally, participants may 
be eligible for cash-back incentives. All our Home Performance contractors are accredited 
by the Building Performance Institute.

For complete information, go 
to nyserda.ny.gov/residential
or call 1-877-NY-SMART.
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BY DAN MACLEOD
A homicidal maniac let 

loose a hail of bullets in a 
reign of terror at the city’s 
only active Army base on 
Friday, killing four people 
and wounding six others 
before being killed him-
self.

Relax — it was just a 
test.

Offi cials at Fort Hamil-
ton and emergency work-
ers staged a three-hour long 
exercise at the base to test 
their preparedness in case 
a crazed gunman goes on a 
 rampage  in the otherwise 
quiet seaside Fort.  

“We picked the active 
shooter idea because it is 
something that could hap-
pen here,” said spokes-
woman Alison Kohler. 
“A lot of installations are 
choosing that since it hap-
pened at Fort Hood.”

In the exercise, the 
“killer” started a fi re as a 
diversion in one building. 

He then went to a build-
ing that is slated to be torn 
down — but in the exercise 
served as the base’s station 
for processing new recruits 
— and blasted his victims 

with a paintball gun.
Carlos Pitre, who is a 

civilian cop on the base, 
acted as the shooter, and 
was taken down by cops af-
ter his “rampage.”

Fort Hamilton stages faux rampage
Shooter sets fi re to building, kills four in exercise

Rescue crews (above) removed an actor pretending to be an in-
jured victim from the scene of a mock shooting during a training 
exercise at Fort Hamilton on Friday morning. The base (right) was 
under lockdown while the rescue crews and army personnel prac-
ticed. Photos by Bryan Bruchman
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
CitiMortgage, Inc., in ac- 
cordance with its rights  
as current secured party,  
will conduct a public sale  
of security: the proprie- 
tary lease and 297  
shares of stock of NOR- 
MA APARTMENTS TEN- 
ANTS CORP. Said se- 
curity is appurtenant to  
premises: located at  
3215 Avenue H, Apt.  
10M, BROOKLYN, NY  
11210. Said sale in- 
cludes the fixtures and  
articles of personal prop- 
erty now or hereafter af- 
fixed to or used in con- 
nection with said premis- 
es. The sale shall be on  
December 15, 2011 at  
10:30 AM at the foot of  
the Courthouse steps,  
facing Adams Street, of  
the Supreme Court of the  
State of New York,  
County of Kings located  
at 360 Adams Street,  
Brooklyn, NY 11201. The  
secured party reserves  
the right to bid. The se- 
cured party makes no  
representations or war- 
ranties as to the title or  
premises being sold  
herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
JPMorgan Chase Bank,  
in accordance with its  
rights as current secured  
party, will conduct a pub- 
lic sale of security: the  
proprietary lease and 55  
shares of stock of 745  
Owners Corp. Said se- 
curity is appurtenant to  
premises: located at 745  
East 31st Street, Apt. 2D,  
BROOKLYN, NY 11210.  
Said sale includes the fix- 
tures and articles of per- 
sonal property now or  
hereafter affixed to or  
used in connection with  
said premises. The sale  
shall be on December  
15th, 2011 at 10:00AM  
at the foot of the Court- 
house steps, facing Ad- 
ams Street, of the Su- 
preme Court of the State  
of New, York, County of  
Kings, located at 360 Ad- 
ams Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11201. The secured par- 
ty reserves the right to  
bid. The secured party  
makes no representa- 
tions or warranties as to  
the title or premises be- 
ing sold herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

NEWEL REAL ESTATE  
MANAGEMENT, LLC, a  
domestic Limited Liability  
Company (LLC), filed with  
the Sec of State of NY on  
9/29/11. NY Office loca- 
tion: Kings County.  SSNY  
is designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served.  SSNY shall mail  
a copy of any process  
against the LLC served  
upon him/her to The LLC,  
164 Diamond St., Brook- 
lyn, NY 11222. General  
Purposes.

Notice of Formation of  
CAJ PRODUCTIONS  
MERGER, LLC. Arts. of  
Org. filed with Secy. of  
State of NY (SSNY) on  
11/07/11. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County.   
Princ. office of LLC:  
236-250 Greenpoint  
Ave., Brooklyn, NY  
11222. SSNY designated  
as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to the  
LLC at the addr. of its  
princ. office. Purpose:  
Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

DIGICOM MARKETING  
LLC Art. Of Org, Filed  
Sec. Of State of NY  
10/07/2011. Off. Loc.:  
Kings Co. SSNY desig- 
nated as agent upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY to  
mail copy of process to   
THE LLC C/O, Ardin J.  
Marchetta, 529 Henry  
St., Unit 2, Brooklyn, NY  
11231. Purpose: Any  
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: ASCEN- 
SION ENDEAVORS LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 09/20/2011. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: C/O  
UNITED STATES CORPO- 
RATION AGENTS, INC.  
7014 13TH AVENUE,  
SUITE 202 BROOKLYN,  
NY 11228. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: GO  
LUXURY COACHES, LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 10/26/2011. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
HELPING HAND PARALE- 
GALS, LLC 155 WATER  
STREET BROOKLYN, NY  
11201. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: EPICUR- 
EAN CREATIONS LLC. Ar- 
ticles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 06/10/2010. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: THE 

LEGAL NOTICE

LLC 321 BAY 8TH ST FL  
2 BROOKLYN, NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out our 
Real Estate Sections
For more Options on

Rentals, Sales, Condos and Apt.

P U B L I C A T I O N S

 

 R E P O R T E R  I N C.
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B U S I N E S S  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

By Camille Sperrazza
Occupy Wall Street protesters want to see 

society do more for the little guy, and one 
local company has been doing just that for 
more than 75 years.  

Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union is a not-
for-profit cooperative that makes it easier 
for its members to get credit. It was formed 
by a group of immigrants in 1934, because, 
back then, it was impossible for people 
of modest means to gain access to bank 
credit. To help, Congress passed a law that 
allowed credit unions to form. The objec-

tive was that they would promote savings 
among themselves, allowing members to 
have easier access to credit. 
Today, millions of hardworking Ameri-

cans belong to credit unions across the 
country. Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union 
now serves the descendents and families of 
the original founders, as well as the many 
new members who have joined. 
During the last few years, we have seen 

banks disappear, but, incredibly, Bay Ridge 
Federal Credit Union has been around 
since when Pepsi cost 10 cents a bottle — 
and I’m not talking the deposit. The credit 
union was founded the same year Franklin 
D. Roosevelt introduced the New Deal to 
the country.  How’s that for stability?
Credit unions help people reach their 

goals. For some, it’s the dream of home 
ownership; for others it may be starting a 
business. They help send kids to college, 
and help with retirement planning. They 
manage to do this by charging fewer and 
lower fees, and lower interest rates on 
loans. They also pay higher interest rates 
on deposits.  It’s all about “people helping 
people.”
It is the money that members deposit in 

their federally insured savings accounts at 
the credit union that is the source of the low 

interest-rate loans. The credit union says 
that it is the earnings on those loans that are 
distributed back to the savers. It comes in 
the form of higher dividends than those that 
are usually paid by other federally insured 
financial institutions, the credit union says. 
“We continue to help people of mod-

est means reach their financial goals with 
comfort and respect,” is the  philosophy. 
Members include working people who are 
small business owners, drivers of taxis and 
limousines, government employees, health 
care works, senior citizens, immigrants, 
and professionals from many different 
walks of life.  
It is important to remember the history of 

Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union as it dem-
onstrates that people have gone through 
difficult financial times before, and they 
have pulled through. This can be reassuring 
to remember in today’s turbulent times.
The Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union is 

a community resource that aspires to help 
more people of modest means have access 
to lower cost financial services. The motto 
is, “We work with you.” 
If you are among the many people in need 

of sound financial advice, Bay Ridge Fed-
eral Credit Union is here for you.  All you 
have to do is stop by or give them a call. 

They’re right in the neighborhood, just 
where they’ve always been. 

Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union [9000 
Fourth Ave. on the corner of 90th street in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 680-2121] and [1609 Av-
enue Z between E. 16th and E. 17th streets 
in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 934-6809]. Open 
Mondays  through Wednesdays, 9 am – 5 
pm; Thursdays, 9 am – 6 pm; and Fridays, 
9 am – 4 pm. The Sheepshead Bay location 
is also open Saturdays, 9 am – 1 pm. For 
more, visit www.brfcu.org. 

At Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union, (from left) 
Member Services Representative Elvira Khaye, 

Branch Manager Ann Marie Schilizzi, and 
Member Service Representative Yelena Burov-
skaya will help you reach your financial goals.

Reach your financial goals with Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union

Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union on Fourth 
Avenue has been helping members for more 

than 75 years.

Photos by Steve Solomonson

Happy Holidays
from your friends at 3 Guys

CALL FOR PICKUP OR
FREE DELIVERY MON-FRI:

sale starts Wed Dec 7th, 7am, ends Mon Dec 12th, 7pm
While supplies last. Not responsible for typographical errors.

facebook.com/3guysfrombrooklyn
twitter.com/3guysfrombklyn

SOUTHERN YAMS
US #1

49
SUGAR SWEET

GRAPE TOMATOES

99
CUCUMBERS

LONG GREEN

5 69
TEMP-TEE

CREAM CHEESE

1.99
SABRA SALAD

HUMMUS

2.99
ULTIMATE GRAINS

NATURAL BREAD

1.99
MILK

3.29

CLEMENTINES

2.69
IMPORTED SEEDLESS

NAVEL ORANGES

11
SEEDLESS

1.99
KIWI FRUIT

7
IMPORTED

1
EXTRA FANCY

GREEN SQUASH

49
YELLOW RIPE

BANANAS

49
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Purchase These Vouchers

Exclusively AT:
www.BoroDeal.com

REGULAR PRICE

The Fine Print

$15.00
$25

$15 BUYS YOU $25 WORTH
OF GREAT WINES

Limit per person: 1 (+1 as a gift)
Promotion Expires on January 31, 2012
Must be 21 years of age
Not valid on sale items
Cannot be combined with other offers

Shop the Selection at

Mill Basin
Wines & Liquor

A wise person once said, “A meal 
without wine is like a life without love.” 
Heed these words with today’s deal 
from Mill Basin Wines & Liquor: $15 
buys you $25 worth of wine.

Located inside Key Foods Shopping 
Center, Mill Basin Wines & Liquor stocks 
an impressive selection of wines from 
around the world. A knowledgeable, 
friendly staff is always on hand to rec-
ommend vintages and pairings. 

Find the perfect bottle for any occasion 
with today’s deal from Mill Basic Wines 
& Liquor.

6622 Avenue U
Brooklyn NY, 11234

347-492-4730

Mill Basin
Wines & Liquor

Proof of age, income, and address necessary to enroll.

It’s Our Mission.
Quality Health Coverage

To find out if you are eligible for one of our government-sponsored health insurance programs, call Fidelis Care at:

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
(TTY: 1-800-421-1220) • fideliscare.org 1-866-435-9521

• Health insurance coverage for adults 19-64 
in New York State who qualify  

• Checkups with your own doctor
• X-rays and lab tests
• Hospital and emergency care
• Dental and vision care
• Speech and hearing services
• Behavioral health services
• More than 43,000 quality providers 

Family Health Plus is a New York State-sponsored
health insurance program offered by Fidelis Care. 
Some services require a copayment.

Family Health Plus with Fidelis Care
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*Spend $50 or more pre-tax at a participating retailer, or spend $50 or more pre-tax and pre-tip at a participating restaurant. **Only printed, dated, original register receipt for 
purchases made between Thursday, November 24, 2011 and Friday, December 23, 2011 are eligible. Minimum $50 purchase must appear on one receipt. ***Limit one pair of tickets 
per household. Tickets are selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while supplies last. Tickets are valued at up to $220 per pair, and will be mailed by January 27, 2012.

Every Shopper Gets FREE Show or Sports Tickets...
Just For Sending In Your Receipt!

1. Spend at least $50 at any of 
   the participating Shop ’n’ Go 
   retailers or restaurants listed 
   on the page at right.* 

2. Fill out the coupon on the 
   following page and attach 
   your original, dated, printed 
   register receipt.**

3. Mail the coupon and receipt
   in to us by December 28, 2011 
   to receive

  YOUR TWO FREE TICKETS TO 

  AN EVENT LISTED HERE!***

How To Get Your Free Tickets

SistasTheMusical.comLoveLossOnstage.comMySinatra.com

StompOnline.com Islanders.NHL.com VocaPeopleNYC.com GazillionBubbleShow.com
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ATTACH YOUR ORIGINAL PRINTED AND DATED REGISTER RECEIPT FOR A MINIMUM OF $50 AND MAIL TO: CNG SHOP-N-GO / 
1 MetroTech North, 10th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11201. Mailed coupons must be postmarked by 12/28/11 and received by 1:00 pm on 
1/4/12. Limit one complimentary pair of tickets per household. Tickets selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while 
supplies last. Open to legal residents of the state of New York, age 18 or older. Void where prohibited. Receipt must be attached 
to original newspaper coupon to be eligible for promotion (no reproductions). Keep a copy of your receipt for your records.
       Yes. I want to receive messages from the Community Newspaper Group (CNG) and its business partners about their 
products, services and future promotions. I understand that my personal information may be shared with business partners 
of CNG for this purpose. Communications on privacy policy should be addressed to:  
Privacy Officer, CNG/New York Post, 1211 Avenue of the Americas, NY, NY  10036.

FIRST NAME, LAST NAME.............................................................................................
ADDRESS.......................................................................................................................
APT, CITY, STATE, ZIP......................................................................................................
DAYTIME PHONE..............................................................................................................
EVENING PHONE..............................................................................................................
E-MAIL ADDRESS.............................................................................................................
BIRTHDATE (MM/DD/YYYY)............................................................................................
IN WHICH CNG PUBLICATION DID YOU SEE THIS AD?.........................................................
TO WHICH RETAILER/RESTAURANT DID YOU GO?..............................................................
PICK YOUR TICKETS
1ST CHOICE........................    2ND CHOICE........................    3RD CHOICE........................
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Almac Hardware - True Value
2 Newkirk Plaza at E. 16 Street 
Brooklyn, NY  11226
(718) 434-1736
www.almachardware.com
Anatolian Gyro 
Restaurant
1605 Sheepshead Bay Road
 Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 769-4754
www.mygyro.com
Ben Simon Salon & 
Day Spa
468 Avenue P
Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 998-3099
www.bensimonspany.com
Boost Mobile
3703 Nostrand Avenue location
Brooklyn NY 11235
(718) 332-3636
BoPo Tech Electronics
8617 Fifth Avenue
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 11209
(866) GEE-BOPO
 www.bopotech.com
Borbas Pharmacy
2046 Bath Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 677-9066
www.borbassupply.com
Cameras & Electronics
2378 60th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11204
(718) 534-4626
Casa Pepe Restaurant
114 Bay Ridge Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11220
(718) 833-8865
www.casapepe.com

Clemente’s Crab House
3939 Emmons Avenue
Brooklyn NY 11235
(718) 646-7373
www.clementescrabhouse.com

Courts Caribbean 
Appliances, Electronics & Furniture
2822 Church Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11226
(877) 852-6878
www.courtscaribbean.com

Culpepper’s Restaurant
1082 Nostrand Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11225
(718) 940-4122

EBA
Electronics, Appliances & Bedding
2361 Nostrand Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11210
(718) 253-4700
www.shopeba.com

Edible Arrangements
5114 Avenue N location
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(347) 587-7500

Edible Arrangements
1446 86th Street location
Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 837-3784

Edible Arrangements
1557 Ralph Avenue location
Brooklyn, NY 11236
(718) 451-3344

Edible Arrangements
1736 Sheepshead Bay Rd location
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 535 -7909

Greenhouse Café
7717 4th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com
Greenpoint Trees
Downtown Brooklyn location
Willoughby St. at Flatbush Avenue
1-800-399-7796
www.greenpointtrees.com

Greenpoint Trees
Williamsburg location
Berry St. at N. 7th Street
1-800-399-7796
www.greenpointtrees.com

Greenpoint Trees
Greenpoint location
Nassau Ave & Diamond St.                   
1-800-399-7796
www.greenpointrees.com

Greenpoint Trees
Greenpoint location
Manhattan Ave. & Calyer Street
1-800-399-7796
www.greenpointrees.com

Il Fornetto 
Restaurant
2902 Emmons Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 332-8494

Kouros Diner
3861 Nostrand Avenue
Brooklyn NY
(718) 743-5776

Life Emporium Thrift Shop
515 5th Avenue
Corner of 13th St. in Park Slope
(718)788-5433

Malson’s Jewelry
Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 253-6236

Mill Basin Kosher Deli 
Restaurant
5823 Avenue T
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 241-4910
www.millbasindeli.com

Natural Balance Massage
& Wellness Center
3013 Quentin Rd.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-336-8400
www.naturalbalancemassage.com

Nick’s Lobster Restaurant 
& Seafood Market
2777 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 253-7117
www.nickslobster.com

Onofrio D’Oro Jewelers
7407 5th Avenue
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 11209
(718) 680-5723
onofriodoro.com

The Pearl Room 
Restaurant
8201 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666
www.thepearlroom.com

Pilo Arts Day Spa 
& Salon
8412 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748-7411
www.PiloArts.com

Rebar
147 Front Street
DUMBO, Brooklyn 11201
(718) 797-2322
rebarnyc.com

Salvi Restaurant
4220 Quentin Rd.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 252-3030
www.salvirestaurant.com

Sandy’s Toy Bin
3808 Nostrand Avenue
Brooklyn NY 11235
(347) 275-7954

Satnick Fine Jewelry & 
Watches
187 State Street
in Downtown Brooklyn
(718) 852-1421

Studio 19 Salon
1610 East 19th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11229
(718) 336-7373
www.studio19salonandspa.com

Water Street Restaurant
66 Water Street
DUMBO, Brooklyn 11201
(718) 625-9352
www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

World of Wireless
2582 Coney Island Avenue
Brooklyn NY 11223
(718) 676-9620

Yiasou Restaurant
2003 Emmons Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 332-6064

Official Participating BROOKLYN Retailers & Restaurants

For a complete list of official participants, including Queens & The Bronx, 
visit 

www.brooklyndaily.com/shopngo

Look for advertising from our 
participating retailers and restaurants 

in your local CNG Newspapers

B R O N X TimesReporter
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*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% for Classic 
for the first 6 months that your account is open. After that, currently 9.15% (Platinum), 10.15% 
(Gold), and 11.15% (Classic) based on your creditworthiness. These post-introductory APRs may 
vary. Balance transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card are not permitted. The APR for 
Cash Advances for all VISA cards is 17.90%. Transaction fee for Cash Advances is either $2.00 
or 3% of the amount of each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Platinum 
and Gold and is either $1.00 or 3% of the amount for each cash advance, whichever is greater 
(maximum $30.00), for Classic. There is a minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 for Classic, 
Gold and Platinum Cards. There is a foreign transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars. 
Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

helps you get back 
on your feet.

 A low-rate  
MCU VISA® Card

Consolidate your debt and 
save with an MCU Visa Card! 
Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go 
to nymcu.org to apply today!

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY RATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

No Annual Fee

No Balance Transfer Fee

plea to all 13 crimes — in-
cluding four counts of mur-
der and two for attempted 
murder — was a rarity.

“It is unusual for a de-
fendant to plead to the top 
charges against him with-
out promise of benefi t,” said 
Hynes. “[But] the overwhelm-
ing evidence in this case left 
him with little option.”

Gelman will be sentenced 
on Jan. 11, when he will 
mostly likely be sentenced to 
life in prison.

“It is quite likely, almost 
guaranteed, that any sen-
tence I give means you’d 
never be released from a pe-
nal institution while you are 
alive,” said Judge Vincent 
DelGiudice at the hearing.

Gelman’s spree started 
on the morning of Feb. 11, on 
E. 27th Street in Sheepshead 
Bay when he stabbed and 
killed his mother’s boyfriend 
with a kitchen knife after a 

dispute over the use of the 
older man’s car. The then-23
-year-old psychopath then 
went to the home of a girl 
he was stalking on E. 24th 
Street, stabbing and killing 
her mother before murdering 
20-year-old Yelena Bulchenko 
in a similar manner when 
she came home hours later.

He was not done yet.
The mad man stabbed 

60-year-old Gerritsen Beach 
resident Arthur DiCrescento 
near E. 24th and Avenue U, 
before stealing the man’s car 

and plowing into a pedestrian 
— who died in the hospital 
later — on Ocean Parkway 
near Avenue R. Later that 
night, Gelman showed up in 
Crown Heights, and tried to 
steal two more cars — one 
successfully. After taking a 
crazed ride on the subway 
the next morning, yelling 
things like, “My girlfriend 
ruined my life!” Gelman was 
fi nally apprehended by cops 
after the days-long spree  —  
but not before stabbing one 
more person on the 3 train .

The troubled graffi ti-van-
dal and alleged drug user, 
who once attended PS 216 on 
Avenue X, was unapologetic 
at his trial last week. 

Gelman replied “Oh, 
yeah” and “Sure is,” when 
asked whether he was guilty 
of the crimes in each count,  
according to the Daily News .

In a particularly bizarre 
moment, Gelman reportedly 
saluted his lawyer  as he was 
led away after the trial .

“Have a good one,” he 
said.

Continued from cover 

Max

son Control Center direc-
tor Bob Hoffman. “Could 
you die from this? Yes. I 
don’t know that any fatali-
ties have been reported yet, 
but I don’t know that they 
would be.”

Federal investigators 
are probing companies and 
shops that sell the pseudo-
drugs, with a blunt warn-
ing to manufacturers that 
they could be busted.

“There is a concern 
about copycat [synthetics],” 
said Drug Enforcement 
Agency agent David Levey. 
“We can prosecute under 
the Analog Act.” 

Our sting team found it 
relatively easy to make a 
buy. 

We bought two varieties 
of the fake pot last week at 
Sakman Candy on Fourth 
Avenue between 68th and 
69th streets, where an en-
thusiastic clerk turned us 
on to “Wicked XXX.” The 
$18 blend cost twice as 
much as other varieties, he 
said, but delivered a more 
potent punch, likely con-
fi rming the fears of city 
offi cials that the modifi ed 
blends are just as danger-
ous.

An 18-year-old doper 
from Bay Ridge, who re-
fused to give his name, had 

such a severe reaction to 
“Wicked” that he rushed to 
call an ambulance. 

“I felt way, way too high, 
my entire body and in-
sides hurt, and I couldn’t 
breathe,” he said. “I started 
getting too hot and took off 
my shirt and my tank top 
even though it was 40 de-
grees and freezing.”

Wicked XXX’s manu-
facturer,  Herbal Magics , 
claims that its products are 
not meant to be ingested, 
but copped the fi fth when 
contacted to spill the seeds 
about its ingredients.

“We don’t give out that 
information,” commented 
a fl ack, directing us to the 
company’s website, which 
offered a sly nod to weed 
smokers with assurances 
of “eight different aromas... 
will convince even the most 
skeptical of bud burning 
veterans,” and “the best 
herbal potpourri for an un-
compromising laid back ex-
perience.” 

Even real potheads are 
laying off the fake stuff.

“The high is eight times 
more than weed,” said an 
18-year-old Borough Park 
toker, who swore off “spice” 
after trying it twice and fi g-
uring out for himself (liter-
ally) its potency. “It’s mar-
keted as potpourri, but it’s 
only found in cigar shops 
and they don’t say that 
you’re supposed to smoke 

it, but they’re implying that 
you should.”

The hop-head said that 
his vision blurred, his mem-
ory lapsed and “everything 
was glistening,” while his 
girlfriend suffered a panic 
attack after trying it.

“I was pretty concerned 
as to what was inside of it,” 
he said. “When I looked it 
up, there was nothing on 
it except a couple of stories 
from people saying that 
they used it and ended up 
in the hospital.”

The Drug Enforcement 
Administration  banned 
K2, synthetic marijuana 
and fi ve other chemicals 
in Nov. 2010  amid reports 
of seizures, hallucinations 
and dependency linked to 
the fake pot. “It was neces-
sary to prevent an immi-
nent threat to public health 
and safety,” the agency de-
termined.

Until then, the impos-
ter brands were sold in 
head shops and online as 
incense, side-stepping U.S. 
regulation because they 
was sold in packages stat-
ing that they were not for 
human consumption.

Fake “highs” are a trend 
compounded by the hookah 
lounge industry, which 
invites patrons to share 
fl avored tobacco called 
“shisha” from a communal 
pipe in cafes called shisha 
bars or dens.

Continued from cover 

Spice

Maksim Gelman plead guilty to 
killing four people during his 
rampage of violence in Febru-
ary. Courtesy New York Post
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1307 Gravesend Neck Road718-376-4111ModaKitchens@gmail.com
ModaEuropeanKitchens.com

Reinvent Your Luxury Kitchen!

MM dd EE KKiiSERVING ALL OF NEW YORK EXCLUSIVE  IMPORTER

• Bamax • Oikos Cucine • Composit • Fiamberti • Beckermann German Kitchen

BY MOSES JEFFERSON
Cut the check!
Courier Life veteran 

reporter Aaron Short re-
ceived an award from 
a Manhattan watchdog 
group New York Civic on 
Friday, in honor of his 
dogged pursuit of shenani-
gans inside Assemblyman 
Vito Lopez’s office and its 
charity spin-off.

New York Civic’s 
founder Henry Stern, a 
former Parks Commis-
sioner, personally pre-
sented the Mary Perot 
Nichols Award — named 
after the late muckraking 
Village Voice columnist — 
at WNYC’s Jerome Green 
Performance Space in 
Manhattan last week, and 
offered his blessing  for a 
job well done.  

Short and Laura Nah-
mias, a reporter for City 
Hall News, were named 
the inaugural recipients 
of a statewide investiga-
tive journalism competi-

tion. Nahmias won the top 
prize of $2,000 for a story 
that uncovered several 
instances when Assem-
blyman William Boyland 
Jr. sought expense reim-
bursements for items sup-
posedly bought in Albany 
when he was nowhere near 
the state capital.

Short was hot on her 
heels — and earned a cool 
grand — with his story, 
“This is supposed to be a 
senior center. It’s actually 
Vito Lopez’s clubhouse,” 
 which ran on Brooklyn-
Paper.com on Oct. 13, 2010  
and later in the New York 
Post, our sister publica-
tion.

The lede of the story 
said it all: “A Bushwick 
nonprofit that gets $1 mil-
lion in taxpayer dollars 
to provide services for se-
niors is instead renting out 
its first floor to Assembly-
man Vito Lopez’s political 
clubhouse — and giving 
back some of that money 

in ‘consulting fees’ to the 
embattled lawmaker.”

The story also pointed 
out that Lopez, while he 
was an assemblyman, col-
lected $57,600 in consult-
ing fees from a subsidiary 
of the charity, though it is 
unclear what the money 
was for.

Stern’s group praised 
not only that story, but 
Short’s “ongoing inves-
tigation” into the Lopez-
founded charity, Ridge-
wood Bushwick Senior 
Citizens Council.

“In this age of media 
consolidation, it is more 
important than ever that 
we vigorously support and 
encourage investigative 
journalism,” said Stern. 
“Laura Nahmias and 
Aaron Short uphold the 
great tradition of the me-
dia acting as watchdogs 
to keep politicians hon-
est, and inform the public 
when they are not.”

Short, 30, has been with 

the Community Newspa-
per Group since Novem-
ber, 2007. He holds an hon-
ors undergraduate degree 

from the University of 
Pennsylvania and a Mas-
ters from Brown Univer-
sity.

The Mary Perot Nich-
ols Award is named for the 
late muckraking Village 
Voice columnist.

SHORT WINS BIG 
Reporter gets mega-cash for dogging Vito

Our ace reporter Aaron Short, one of the inaugural recipients of a statewide investigative journalism 
competition, received his award on Friday.  Photo by Alice Proujansky
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All Showrooms Open 7 Days!
Full Financing with

G E
Capital Solutions

FREE In Home
Estimates
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SYSTEMS, INC.
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HUGE DECEMBER SALE! 
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HUNTINGTON
373 West Jericho Tpke.
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299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772BRONX
N. WHITE PLAINS
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603
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When choosing a contractor for any project it’s most important to select an expert in that particular field. How do 
you know if a person is an expert? Ask some questions, it’s that simple. 

First and foremost, you have to ask what different types of work a contractor performs. If you’re looking for 
windows to be installed, you should ask what else the contractor does. He will probably think you’re interested in 
other work and gladly tell you all the things he does. The next question is designed to find out if the same crew 
will be doing both types of work. This is the important question because a crew that installs bathrooms should not 
be installing windows and a crew that does roofing should not be installing a door. If they are, they’re not an expert 
at either job.

At Unified we do Windows, Doors, Siding, Roofing and Attic insulation. If you contracted us to do all 5 items on 
your home, we would send 5 different crews, even if the job was getting done in the same day. Our window crews 
are factory trained and certified to do window installations and nothing else. They do that job 5 to 6 days a week, 
every week and know everything a contractor could know about windows and their installation. That same thing 
applies to all of our crews that do all of our work. We have the most trained and fully certified staff in the industry. 
Our sales force and estimators are trained to assess your insulation needs and determine exactly what’s needed to 
fix your problems. 

Certifications and credentials are more important than you think. At Unified we have many employees that are 
certified as well as some company wide certifications. The following are just some examples of our credentials: 

 • US Department of Energy, Energy Star Partner
 • National Grid Authorized Weatherization Contractor
 • Building Performance Institute BPI Certified Licensed Home Analyst  
 • GAF Building Materials Roofing Installation Authorized Installer
 • Owens Corning Platinum Preferred Roofing Contractor, Top of the House Contactor Certified 

in Roofing, Insulation and Ventilation
 • Pella Certified Contractor
 • National Association of the Remodeling Industry (NARI) 
 • CertainTeed Building Products 5 Star Contractor, Pro Dialog Contractor Elite Status, Education and 

Development Program Certificate Holder, Master Craftsman Certified and Master Millwork 
Certified

 • Alside Building Materials Authorized  Installer Program Certified
 • Vinyl Siding Institute VSI Certified Installers
 • Ideal Windows Certified Factory Trained Program
 • NY/Long Island Better Business Bureau Accredited Business Program
 • Provia Doors National Platinum Certification
 • Crystal Windows Preferred Contractor Accreditation

We at Unified Windows, Doors, Siding and Roofing are very proud of the achievements of our staff members. We 
continue to bring our customers the most up to date technology and information in cost saving methods of 
insulating and updating their homes. For a free in home estimate please call us at (888)631-2131 or visit one of 
our 3 showrooms which are open 7 days a week.

Written by: Steven J DiMare
                   Chief Executive Officer 
                   Unified Window Systems, Inc.

HIRE ONLY CERTIFIED EXPERTS 
It’s in Your Best Interest

Westchester LLC.
Window Systems Inc.

299 Peninsula Blvd. Hempstead Village, NY 11550
Windows • Doors • Siding • Roofing 

NYC LIC#0856560
Nassau LIC#176165000
Suffolk LIC#19279
Westchester LIC#WC22934H10
Yonkers LIC#5208      

UNIFIED
www.unifiedwindows.com

All Showrooms open 7 days or call (888)631-2131 for a Free in Home Estimate in the Tri-state area
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BLOW OUT SALE
Everyday Storewide saving from floor to wall

Diner & Restaurant
1619 718-331-2221

RATED #1 DINER IN BROOKLYN
BY THE DAILY NEWS

FREE PARKING
ON PREMISES

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

at the
Enjoy a FREE 
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)

MALSONS JEWELERS
est. 1970

Unforgettable
HOLIDAY

Kings Plaza, Lower Level
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718.253.6236

Seddio’s Brooklyn lights shine on
BY THOMAS TRACY

A 48-year-old Canarsie 
holiday tradition went blue 
this year when the Smurfs 
made their dazzling debut 
in front of Frank Seddio’s 
holiday-decorated home.

Hundreds of residents 
gathered in front of the 
home on Flatlands Avenue 
to see the display — a heart-
warming, $300,000 slice of 
Yuletide kitsch — on Sun-
day as Seddio asked Mary 
Salogub, the mother of Ca-
narsie civic activist John 
Salogub, who died earlier 
this year, to press the button 
that illuminated its 50,000 
twinkling lights and 100 an-
imated characters, includ-
ing fan favorite “Stumpy,” 
the talking Christmas tree.

New to the display were 
a set of skating Smurfs and 
an animatronic wisecrack-
ing parrot.

The holiday spectacle 
near E. 93rd Street can be 
seen from blocks around 
and the 12-foot wreath that 
traditionally crowns the 
roof can actually “be seen 
by airplanes landing on 
Kennedy Airport,” Seddio 
said.

“The weather was beau-
tiful [for our unveiling] 
and the entire street was 
packed,” explained Seddio, 
who gave out more than 
1,000 candy canes to kids 
brimming with the holiday 
spirit. 

“We’ve worked on this 
house every weekend for six 
weeks and Sunday we found 
out why we did it — for the 
hundreds of people that will 
be walking by here every 
night.”

The former assembly-

man and surrogate court 
judge — and his elves — 
have decked the halls since 
1986, continuing a tradi-
tion started in 1963 by the 
home’s previous owner, 
Frank Guarino.

There’s a lot of elbow 
grease involved in putting 
together a display, whose 
bells and whistles fi ll two 
garages and a basement 
when taken down on Jan. 
6, but the fun makes it far 
from a chore, Seddio ex-
plained.

Talk about a blue Christmas! The Smurfs skate the night away out-
side of Frank Seddio’s Flatlands Avenue house. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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“THE GIFT OF GIVING” 
RECURRING MONTHLY DONATION OF $10 OR MORE

   The RCS Food Pantry Program helps over 4,000 
registered low-income individuals and families receive food in the five bor-
oughs of New York.

    In order for us to continue our fight against hunger we need committed 
recurring monthly sponsors.

Put a hungry child or senior citizen
on your Christmas list this year.
Because being hungry is scary!

Clicking the Donation Button at:
www.rcsprograms.org 

“THE GIFT OF GIVING” - Recurring Monthly Donation
(highly recommended)

Calling our Donation Hot Line at 718-373-4565 ext 1
(Visa, Master, American Express accepted) 

Mailing in your monthly pledge to: 
Reaching-Out Community Services

(Please state on check “Partnership”)
7708 New Utrecht Avenue  Brooklyn, NY 11214

You can become a sponsor now by:
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To the editor,
Hey, Joanna DelBuono, what’s up with 

the “Genie Bra?” (“My research shows the 
‘Genie Bra’ is not magic,” Not for Nuthin’, 
Nov. 17).

I fell for the hype and purchased three 
of them for about $50. They truly suck — 
unless you are a size 34B!

I happen to have bazangas, and they 
made it seem like that’s okay. Well it’s not. 
There is no support and these bras suck!

Thanks for addressing this issue.
 Rita Nanes

 Sheepshead Bay

‘Thanks,’ Shav
To the editor

Thank you, Shavana Abruzzo for the 
great column about Thanksgiving (“Give 
thanks for being American,” A Britisher’s 
View, Nov. 24).

I copied it and have it hanging on my 
offi ce door for all to see. Too often people 
forget how good they have it.
 Susan Caprio

 Sheepshead Bay

‘Cutthroat’ Shav
To the editor,

If you are like me, you read this news-
paper with great interest, believing it is 
interesting and factual.

As soon as I sit down to read it, I turn 
to Shavana Abruzzo’s column (“A Brit-
isher’s View”), for she always seems to hit 
the nail on the head, in my opinion, when 
it comes to politics, religion, and the like. 
Stan Gershbein (“It’s Only My Opinion”) 
holds my interest too, for he is topical in a 
newsy, down-home, interesting way. 

Shavana is a wonderful cutthroat! She 
has no fear!

Her column this week (“Hey, Museum: 
Show Muslim art,” Dec. 1) piqued my in-
terest, for I had scanned an article about 
Brooklyn Museum’s latest sacrilegious 
slap in the face of Catholics in a daily pa-
per. Shavana, however, went into detail 

about the “Christ” exhibit, and reminded 
me about Brooklyn Museum’s past blas-
phemous anti-Catholic exhibits: “a paint-
ing of a dung-embossed Virgin Mary” in 
1999, and a 2001 exhibit that showed Christ 
as a nude woman.

Enough already! Slap all religions or 
none at all, please, Brooklyn Museum! 
I mailed Shavana’s column to Brooklyn 
Museum Director Arnold Lehman with a 
short note, for I want him to realize how 
much he has hurt me. Why the heck isn’t 
he blasphemous toward other religions 
in his museum’s showings? Why only the 
Catholic religion? It’s got to stop!

Fellow Brooklynites, I wish you would 
follow my lead and mail Arnold Lehman 
a copy of Shavana Abruzzo’s column; let 
him know we are angry for his repeated 
Christian tauntings and insults. It’ll take 
only a few minutes of your time and a 44 
cent stamp! Do it now. Move your tush!

Want the address? It’s Arnold Lehman, 
Brooklyn Museum, 200 Eastern Pkwy., 
Brooklyn, NY 11238. The museum’s phone 
number is (718) 638-5000.
 Joan Applepie

 Mill Basin

‘Mental’ note
To the editor,

I agree with Marybeth Smith-Affe 
(“Bare rage,” Letters,  Nov. 24) because 
I’m also outraged at your coverage of a 
woman’s psychotic meltdown (“Her Na-
ked Rampage,” Nov. 17). 

I am appalled that you would make fun 
of her and mentally ill people in general. 
According to the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness, one in four people have a 
mental illness some time during their life, 
though most of them don’t do anything 
like this woman did. 

The media makes fun of the sick. They 
make fun of our friends, family, and neigh-
bors who suffer from these illnesses. This 
image causes bigotry, hatred and discrim-
ination in employment and housing.
 Jerome Frank

 Coney Island

Newt-tastic plan
To the editor,

I am in favor of Republican presiden-
tial candidate Newt Gingrich’s plan that 
allows students the right to choose a per-
sonal, privatized Social Security account 
over the current system because young 
Americans have little chance of cashing 
in their Social Security contributions 
as the funds are estimated to run out by 
2035.

We would be free to choose where to 
invest our money. Studies show that for 
an average-income, two-earner couple, 

standard, long-term, market investment 
returns could accumulate to several hun-
dred thousand dollars, even a million 
dollars or more, depending on how much 
tax is paid into the accounts. Even lower-
income workers could accumulate close to 
half a million over their careers. Another 
positive? After death, the money can be 
left to family and loved ones in your es-
tate, while currently there is zero estate 
accumulation.

These accounts will allow people to 
choose their own retirement age and the 
benefactors of their estate — free from 
controlling politicians on Capitol Hill.

These systems have proven to be suc-
cessful in Texas and Chile, where em-
ployees pay 10 percent of their monthly 
salary into their privatized account, and 
can choose to invest in 20 different funds 
managed by private sectors. All funds are 
required to provide a minimum return on 
personal account investments, and the gov-
ernment provides a guarantee that every 
Chilean retiree who opts for the personal 
account will earn at least about 40 percent 
of his average wages — slightly more than 
Social Security pays average income work-
ers here. If the personal account for any in-
dividual falls below this level, the govern-
ment makes up the difference.

The biggest backers of this system only 
expected a 4 percent return on the ac-
counts, which would be about 70 percent 
of their pre-retirement income (our system 
pays out only about 40 percent of pre-retire-
ment income). By 2004, the actual rate of 
return on these accounts was a surprising 
10.2 percent, and Chileans are on pace to re-
tire with 80 percent of their pre-retirement 
income. The economy also grew and there 
was a drop in the unemployment rate. 

This system has spread throughout 
Latin America, and Great Britain and 
Australia have begun their own personal 
accounts programs. Such a system here 
would benefi t our retirees and boost our 
economy.
 Michael Longo

 Windsor Terrace

Afghan lawlessness
To the editor,

The U.S. has been in Afghanistan for 
10 years fi ghting for that country’s de-
mocracy, but its archaic government and 
laws are so insane that President Hamid 
Karzai is pardoning a young woman who 
was raped by a relative — as long as she 
marries him! In this country, she could 
have killed him and no jury would convict 
her, and she would deserve a medal.

The victim’s sentence was 12 years in 
prison for being raped because she had “sex” 
before marriage according to their law. 

This woman was raped! It wasn’t a sex-
ual affair, but an act of violence against 
her and she’s the one in prison? 

Even if it was consensual sex, is a 
prison sentence warranted? 

Let’s get our troops out of there. It is 
impossible trying to bring democracy or 
any kind of human rights there because 
they have no idea what it is.
 Peter Orsi

 Marine Park

More traffi c problems
To the editor,

I fi nd that there are many shoppers in 
supermarkets who don’t understand the 
meaning of “excuse me,” causing traffi c 
jams with in the aisles with their shop-
ping carts.

Why not put a bicycle bell on every cart 
— maybe a rear-view mirror, too. Then 
there will no excuses!
 Ernesto Cavalier

 Flatlands

Smut rights
To the editor,

The enjoyment of good pornography 
is ageless (“Dirty, Filthy Brooklyn!” 24/7, 
November 25).

Pornography came out of the closet 
long ago and is now part of mainstream 
America. The attempts of cops and the 
moral majority “social police” to stop it is 
a total failure. 

Just view the Internet, cable televi-
sion, or visit your local adult bookstore or 
neighborhood newsstand to see for your-
self.

What consenting adults consume, in-
hale, perform, read or view in the privacy 
of their own home, another person’s home, 
hotel or private social club isn’t the con-
cern of government. Individual economic 
and civil liberties prosper best when gov-
ernment stays out of both the bedroom 
and marketplace.

The free market place will always pro-
vide whatever products citizens desire, 
regardless of government approval. Con-
sumers have voted with their dollars to 
make pornography a multibillion dollar 
enterprise! 

Our tax dollars would be better used 
if police and judges spent more time pros-
ecuting those who commit real crimes 
against individuals or property than go-
ing after those who publish and distribute 
pornography. Citizens have more to fear 
from murder, arson, muggings, robberies, 
auto and identify theft or burglaries — and 
from the increasing levels of confi scatory 
taxation and debt by our government. 
 Larry Penner

Great Neck, N.Y.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Letters to the Editor should be addressed 
to Vince DiMiceli, Editor, Courier Life 
Publications, 1 MetroTech Center North, 
Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via 
e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.com. All 
letters, including those submitted via e-
mail, MUST be signed and the individual’s 
verifi able address and telephone number 
included. Note that the address and tele-
phone number will NOT be published and 
the name will be published or withheld 
on request. No unsigned letters can be 
accepted for publication. The editor re-
serves the right to edit all submissions 
which become the property of Courier 
Life Publications.

Nuthin’ magical about this ‘Genie Bra’
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Photographer Jim Ro-
mano has immor-
talized the likes of 

Marilyn Monroe and Frank 
Sinatra in his 60-year career, 
but none of his subjects were 
as memorable as a young 
politician from Massachu-
setts whom he met in the fall of 1959, 
and whom he now commemorates on 
the 48th anniversary of his death by 
sharing their fi rst encounter.

“I went inside a residence on Park 
Avenue and waited for him to ar-
rive,” says Romano, 83, who went on 
a routine assignment to Manhattan 
for the New York Daily News to take 
campaign pictures of Ralph Diorio, 
the Democratic congressional can-
didate from Staten Island, and a lit-
tle-known senatorial aspirant from 
Massachusetts named John Fitzger-
ald Kennedy.

“Kennedy was very attractive 
and stylish, and made an elegant en-
trance by lighting up the room when 
he walked in,” recalls the Staten Is-
lander, who dresses like Columbo, 
talks like Cagney and takes evoca-
tive images that look as if they be-
long in LIFE magazine.

Romano was struck by the 
friendly young man.

“He came toward me with a smile 
and his hand out, and he said, ‘Nice 
to see you!’ ” he remembers. “He was 
very tall and he had a soft voice; I 
said, ‘Hiya, Senator, I want you to 
meet Ralph Diorio, he’s the candidate 
for Congress and we are here to pho-

tograph you and him.’ ”
“He didn’t know who the hell Dio-

rio was!” chuckles Romano: “But he 
knew who I was be-
cause I was the pho-
tographer, and he said, 
‘Call me John’ and I 
said, ‘Call me Jim’.”

Then, Romano — 
 who was profi led by 
The New York Times in 
2009 for his iconic im-
ages  — set to work.

“I wanted to put 
him at his ease so I 
said, ‘John, I’ve been 
following your career, 
and you, sir, are a 
leader of men — and a 
follower of women!’ 

“He got a kick out that!” states 
Romano, who spent an hour photo-
graphing the pair.

Kennedy’s friendly self-assurance 
impressed the hard-boiled news-
man.

“He was very alert and very ac-
commodating, and came off as a won-
derful, warm person who knew how 
to handle photographers,” he adds.

The following year, Romano found 
himself on Kennedy’s trail again — 

this time covering his presi-
dential race.

“I saw him at the South 
Ferry in October, 1960, on 
the way to Staten Island 
where he was going to make 
a campaign speech,” says 
Romano, who snapped Jack 

as he spoke to the masses on top of a 
fl atbed truck [see inset]. “He had his 
own way of talking.”

Two years later, 
on November 22, 1963, 
Romano was return-
ing home from an as-
signment when he was 
stopped at an intersec-
tion by a photographer 
he knew.

“He rolled down his 
window and said, ‘Your 
buddy, Kennedy was 
just shot down in Texas, 
tune into the radio!’ ”

The news fl oored the 
newsman: “I was sad for 
the country and I felt a 

great loss because I personally knew 
the president of the United States; I 
had been in his company, spoken to 
him and taken his pictures.”

Nearly half a century later, Ro-
mano’s archives burst at the seams 
with his celebrity photographs, but 
the one he carries in his wallet is of 
the engaging, young senator who be-
came the nation’s 35th president, and 
who Romano says could “charm the 
birds out of the trees.”

 Sabruzzo@cngocal.com 

I’m getting tired of hear-
ing folks say that the 
Occupiers are the same 

as the Tea Partiers. It was 
spouted on the radio this 
morning from the mouth of 
caller who claimed she was a 
state university student.

I was heading to a Tea 
Party demonstration from 
noon to 3.

The shopping center 
where we hold our parties 
asked, as we usually are, 
to park at the far-end of the 
shopping center’s parking lot 
so we wouldn’t interfere with 
business.

I stopped off at Dunkin’ 
Donuts and bought two–
dozen assorted. I placed my 
contribution along side of 
the three boxes that were al-
ready there: four pizza pies, 
two large bags of bagels, and 
an urn of coffee. Under the ta-
ble were two cartons of pint-
sized plastic bottles of water.

There were at least a 
dozen cops assigned but to 
protect us in case any of 
the local hecklers got out of 
hand. Those cops left early 
because there were so many 
Tea Partiers dressed in mili-
tary uniforms in our group 
of about 300 people.

Several Partiers waved 
American fl ags of all sizes. 
One carried an Israeli fl ag. 
And of course there were the 
usual signs. 

At exactly 1 pm, a marine 
in uniform held a bull horn 
to his mouth and began recit-
ing, “I pledge allegiance…” 

By the fourth word, every 
person present stood at atten-
tion and joined him. This was 
followed by stirring speeches 
fi lled with everything from 
new statistics to prayers. 
About 90 minutes, later, a 
beautiful woman with a won-
derful voice took the bull 
horn to sing God Bless Amer-
ica. Just as the assemblage 
joined in the opening pledge, 
everybody sang the closing 
song with her. When the har-
mony ended, everyone pres-
ent bent over to pick up cof-
fee cups, stirrers, napkins, 
paper plates, pizza crusts, 
and even cigarette butts. 

Not surprisingly, I didn’t 
see a single hypodermic nee-
dle when we were done clean-
ing up. 

In fact, thanks to the large 
black trash bags that were 

passed around, in less than 
fi ve minutes the parking lot 
was cleaner than it was when 
we got there.

At no time during this 
rally did I smell pot, nor 
was anyone misbehaving. 
There were no tents, tarps 
or drums. The Tea Partiers 
respected the law and each 
other. 

There was no destruction 
of property. 

Nobody butted heads with 
the cops. 

Nobody was arrested. 
There was no spitting on 

Old Glory. 
Not one young females 

was assaulted. 
Not one retailer lost a 

nickel’s worth of business. 
Not one person urinated 

in the street. 
Not one thing was thrown 

at a cop. 
The original intent of the 

Occupy Wall Street protests 
were about people’s anger 
over those responsible for 
manipulating Wall Street, 
the mortgage fi asco, and the 
foreclosure debacle. 

But the movement was 
hijacked by thugs, druggies, 
agitators, predators and 
some very unbalanced indi-
viduals. 

The Tea Party is still com-
posed of ladies and gentle-
men who act like ladies and 
gentlemen, and we are sure 
what the Tea Party wants. I 
am StanGershbein@Bell-

south.net asking you to 
prove to me that the same is 
true of these “Occupiers.”

’Tis the season for gift giving, 
eggnog, Christmas carols, 
and, oh yeah, the drunken 

SantaCon where grown men and 
women get trashed and wander 
around the city dressed up as old 
Saint Nick. 

How charming.
This Saturday, hundreds, nay, 

thousands of drunken, disorderly 
Kris Kringles will descend on Green-
wich Village then crawl from bar to 
bar as they drink themselves silly.

At a time when we are all worried 
about employment, how to take care 
of our kids, and life without incan-
descent bulbs (which is, of course, 
fodder for another column), all these 
folks can do to celebrate the season is 
to dress up in Santa suits and make 
asses of themselves?

Brilliant.
The tradition of SantaCon begin 

in 1994, in, of all places, San Fran-
cisco. What a surprise. That party 
was sponsored by the San Francisco 
Cacophony Society, and was inspired 

by an idea thought up by that area’s 
Suicide Club. How appropriate.

Anyway, as most inane things be-
gin — and this is no exception — that 
prank was loosely based on a Danish 
event where a political group dressed 

up as Santa and mobbed a Copenha-
gen department store just before 
Christmas.

Over the years, it morphed into 
an excuse for drunken debauchery, 
revelry, and lots of overtime for our 
police — according to  an article in 
the New York Post , it has become so 
out of control that the NYPD is plan-
ning to deploy extra cops. 

Well, you know those elves: a little 
bit of ’nog and a whole lot of trouble. 

So fresh on the heals of millions in 
overtime checks thanks to the debacle 
at Zuccotti park, the police are called 
upon yet again, and the taxpayer — 
that’s you and me — pays the price.

Jingle, jingle, ’tis the sound of the 
coffers being drained. 

Lalji Guha, a bartender at the 
Blind Tiger on Bleecker Street told 
the Post stated, “Their whole idea is 
to be jerks.”

Not for Nuthin™, but calling these 
reeling, drunken Santas jerks is an 
insult to jerks everywhere.

 Jdelbuono@cnglocal.com

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

Joanna DelBuono

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION
Stanley P. Gershbein

Oh, no! Here comes SantaCon!

‘Occupiers’ are not 
like us ‘Partiers’

JFK still alive for photographer
A BRITISHER’S

VIEW
Shavana Abruzzo
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Touro College is an equal opportunity institution

Other Professional Opportunities
• Pre-Law • Pre-Medical • Pre-Dental

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
• DMX—Digital Media Arts
   212.463.0400 x5588

• Desktop and Web Publishing
   718.336.6471 x30119

www.touro.edu/nyscas

ASSOCIATE’S AND
BACHELOR’S DEGREES

• BUSINESS MANAGEMENT AND    

   ADMINISTRATION with concentrations in: 
    Accounting, Finance, Marketing, Management, 
    Information Systems, Office Technology 

• SOCIAL SCIENCES

• PSYCHOLOGY • EDUCATION

• BIOLOGY • PARALEGAL STUDIES

• DIGITAL MULTIMEDIA DESIGN

• LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES*

• HUMAN SERVICES • AND MORE
    *also in conjunction with the School of Health Sciences
     not all programs can be completed at all sites

NYSCAS
New York School of Career and Applied Studies

a division of TOURO       COLLEGE

MANHATTAN: 212.463.0400 x5500 Midtown
       212.722.1575 x101 Uptown

BROOKLYN: 718.265.6534 x1003
Bensonhurst, Brighton, Flatbush,
Kings Highway, Starrett City, Sunset Park

QUEENS: 718.353.6400 x107 Flushing
             718.520.5107 Forest Hills

NY locations: Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens
Schedules that �t nearly any life situation
Committed, experienced faculty
Attention you deserve
Services: Academic Counseling, Tutoring,
     Financial Aid for those who qualify
          Transfer students welcome!

COME TO ONE OF OUR OPEN HOUSES!
Wednesdays, 10 am-5:30 pm

MIDTOWN: 27-33 West 23rd Street | 212.463.0400 x5500

Wednesdays, 11 am-7 pm
BROOKLYN: 1870 Stillwell Avenue | 718.265.6534 x1003

I’m madder than a chicken 
who looked both ways and 
then got hit by a bicyclist as 

he crossed the road over the fact 
that all those great Borscht Belt 
comedians that I loved while 
growing up are dead and gone 
— and now there aren’t any good 
jokes out there!

Or aren’t there?
Look, you all know that every 

year at about this time I like to 
remind you of just how funny I 
am by telling a few rib-ticklers. 
But this year, I couldn’t think 
of any! Well, thank goodness 
my old pal Ed who used to swim 
with me at Brooklyn Tech e-
mailed me a new batch from his 
rainy home in Seattle. So, with-
out further ado, here’s a couple 
of knee-slappers that should 
bring a smile to your day. (Oh, 
and if they don’t, tough).

Worried that you’ll have too 
much to drink the New Year’s 

Eve? Just remember this: you 
are not drunk if you can lie on 
the fl oor without holding on.

And remember, its not 
whether you win or lose, but 
how you place the blame! (I love 
that one!)

Here’s another gem: the good 
thing about Alzheimer’s disease 
is that you meet new people ev-
ery day!

In my day they use to call 
these “sick” jokes. Now, they 
just call them “politically incor-
rect” : 

• When blonds have more fun, 
do they know it? 

• Learn from your parents 
mistakes — use birth control! 

• Money isn’t everything, but 
it keeps the kids in touch. 

• We have enough youth, so 
how about a fountain of smart? 

• All of us are born wet, na-
ked, and hungry. Then, things 
get worse!

Ok, now that I’ve got you 
laughing uncontrollably, it’s 
with great pleasure that I an-
nounce this year’s “Survival of 
the Fittest Award,” which were 
also sent to me by Ed, who I 
think got them from the website 
www.DarwinAwards.com

As you all remember, last 
year’s winner was the lucky fel-
low who was killed by a Coke ma-
chine that toppled over on him 
as he was trying steal a soda.

And this year’s winner was a 
genuine rocket scientist — and 
that’s no jive! 

An Arizona Highway Patrol-
man came upon a pile of smol-
dering metal embedded in the 
side of a cliff rising above the 
road at the apex of a curve. The 
wreckage resembled the site of 
an airplane crash, only the re-
mains were clearly a car.

Apparently, an amateur 
rocket scientist got hold of a the 

type of rocket that is used to 
give military transport planes 
an extra “push” for taking off 
from short airfi elds. He drove 
his Chevy Impala out into the 
desert and found a long, straight 
stretch of road. He attached a 
jet to his car, jumped in, got up 
some speed, and fi red!

The jet probably reached 
maximum thrust within fi ve sec-
onds, pushing the Chevy to 350 
miles per hour, and continued at 
full power for 20–25 seconds.

For three miles, the car trav-
eled at break-neck speeds. This 
was established by the melted 
asphalt along the road. 

Epilogue: It has been calcu-
lated that this moron attained a 
ground speed of approximately 
420-mph, though much of his 
voyage was not actually on the 
ground.

Look, I couldn’t make this 
stuff up! And you know some-

thing, People like this numb-
nutz are all around us. 

They have kids and they 
vote. 

But after these stunts they 
will only vote … in Chicago! Ba-
dump-bump

Screech at you next week!

Carmine’s got some jokes to tell, 
so you’d better get ready to laugh

BIG
SCREECHER
Carmine Santa Maria
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For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org. 
Calvary Hospital greatly appreciates the Circle of Hope Cancer Foundation’s generous support of our Brooklyn programs.

Calvary Hospital in Brooklyn: 
Celebrating a Decade of World-Renowned Care.

With more than 3 million residents, it was inevitable 
that Brooklyn would receive the unique brand of 
palliative end-of-life care that only Calvary Hospital can 
offer. Since October 2001, Calvary has been 
providing New York City’s most populous 
borough with its expert care and extensive 
support services through: a 25-bed Satellite 
at Lutheran Medical Center where nearly 
4,000 inpatients have been cared for to date; 
Home Hospice which makes Calvary’s services 

available right in a person’s very own home; Nursing 
Homes – where Calvary@Home nurses and social 
workers care for patients who reside at select nursing 

facilities; and free Bereavement support 
groups for adults, children and adolescents. 
It has been ten years – and counting – 
that Calvary Hospital has made a significant 
difference in the quality of life for thousands 
of patients and their families. Calvary Hospital 
in Brooklyn…it’s Where Life Continues.

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

A new grant will allow Mai-
monides Medical Center to con-
tinue to help Brooklynites fi ght 
obesity.

The medical center recently 
received a $150,000 grant from 
the New York State Depart-
ment of Health that will sup-
port training for health care 
providers and other initiatives 
in the battle against obesity 
— particularly childhood obe-
sity.

“Overweight and obese 
children are at great risk for a 
lifetime of serious health prob-
lems such as diabetes, coronary disease or 
hypertension,” says State Health Commis-
sioner Nirav R. Shah, MD. “Earlier interven-
tion can result in better quality of life.

The Kids Weight Down Program at Mai-
monides, headed by Director Lisa Altshuler, 
PhD, is the specifi c recipient of the grant 
money provided by the state.

“Kids Weight Down is a program that pro-
vides effective weight loss services for over-
weight children, adolescents and their fami-
lies. We teach families healthy nutritional 

habits and increase physical ac-
tivity through nutrition coun-
seling, group and individual 
sessions, and exercise classes,” 
says Altshuler. 

Approximately 32 percent of 
students in public schools out-
side of New York City are over-
weight or obese; and 40 percent 
of New York City public school 
students aged 6 through 12 are 
overweight or obese. In addi-
tion, State health care expendi-
tures related to obesity in chil-
dren and adolescents costs the 
New York State an estimated 

$242 million each year. Obesity is the second 
leading cause of morbidity and mortality in 
New York and the U.S. as a whole, and a key 
risk factor for many debilitating diseases.

The focus of the newly created grants in 
New York State is to train primary care pedi-
atricians to ensure appropriate prevention, 
screening and intervention for at risk kids. 
Maimonides is one of nine organizations 
awarded State grants totaling up to $4.5 mil-
lion over fi ve years to reduce child and ado-
lescent obesity.

A 2010 nationwide tele-
phone survey of 1,001 asthma 
patients found that while 
most patients with asthma 
understood the risks asso-
ciated with uncontrolled 
asthma, they didn’t always 
act accordingly.

“This fi nding demon-
strates a serious disconnect 
between the perceived con-
sequences of uncontrolled 
asthma and the necessary 
steps people should take to 
achieve better control,” ex-
plained Dr. Shailen Shah, 
an asthma expert with PA 
Allergy and Asthma Con-
sultants. “Some people be-
lieve that asthma goes away 
when their symptoms do, 
but asthma is a chronic disease. The good 
news is that with the appropriate treatment 
regimen, the infl ammation that causes the 
symptoms may be properly managed.”

Additionally, there are simple steps pa-
tients can take to avoid unnecessary com-
plications, beginning with an open discus-
sion with a physician.

Understanding asthma

People with asthma suffer from chronic 
lung infl ammation, with symptoms rang-

ing from coughing and 
wheezing to chest tightness 
and shortness of breath. Ad-
ditionally, asthma triggers 
such as air pollution, smoke, 
pet dander, pollen and mold 
can set off an asthma epi-
sode.

It’s important for pa-
tients to understand that 
when their asthma is under 
control with the help of their 
physicians, through life-
style modifi cations, and the 
proper use of appropriate 
controller medication, they 
should exhibit few asthma 
symptoms.

Simple steps to asthma 

control

A physician can help cre-
ate an asthma action plan and determine if 
a controller medication, in addition to a res-
cue medication, is appropriate.

“Using an asthma action plan…can help 
patients stay in the know and in control 
of their asthma,” Shah stresses. “By un-
derstanding proper asthma management 
and appropriate use of medications, pa-
tients can help maintain control over their 
asthma symptoms and minimize the risks 
associated with uncontrolled asthma.”

Maimonides receives grant 
to fi ght childhood obesity

Keeping asthma under control

Dr. Lisa Altshuler, director 
of the Kids Weight Down 
Program at Maimonides 
Medical Center.

It is important for those with 
asthma to determine with their 
physicians how best to control 
their condition.
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“On The Move!”
KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

Major Medical Service 
Expansions Coming  
This Spring...

We’re expanding our Emergency 
Department, modernizing our 
Outpatient Services and expanding
our Adult Day Health Care Program
for a more patient centered 
experience.*

*Funded by generous & competitive grants 
  from the New York State Department of Health.

That’s Advancement

That’s Kingsbrook!

585 Schenectady Avenue | Brooklyn, NY 11203 | 718-604-5000
www.kingsbrook.org

Making Strides
And Advancing!

The former Victory Memorial Hospital is now

SUNY Downstate Medical Center 
at Bay Ridge

Urgent Care Center
11:00am - 9:00pm

Walk in Medical Care
No Appointment Necessary

Board-certified Emergency Physicians

Ambulatory Surgery Center
Same-day surgical procedures,

Pre-surgical clearance,
Lab work, Diagnostic Procedures, X-rays

Advanced Endoscopy Center
Laser Vision Correction Center

(LASIK & PRK)

Grand opening
and free tours!

Call for information
(718) 270-2403

699 92nd Street, Brooklyn NY 11228 

Everyone has heard of 
carpal tunnel syndrome, 
but not many have heard of 
its lesser-known relative, 
cubital tunnel syndrome.

Cubital tunnel syndrome, 
or ulnar nerve entrapment, 
is caused by pressure on the 
ulnar nerve, one of the main 
nerves running down the 
arm into the hand (carpal 
tunnel syndrome is simi-
larly caused by pressure 
on the median nerve — the 
nerve in the wrist that sup-
plies feeling and movement 
to parts of the hand). The 
ulnar nerve connects the 
spinal cord to the muscles of 
the forearm and hand, pass-
ing across the back of the 
elbow behind a bump called 
the medial epicondyle. The 
bump, or “funny bone,” is 
actually a corner of the ul-
nar nerve as it bends around 
the elbow. Hitting the elbow 
at this spot tickles the nerve 
and gives a brief feeling of a 
shock or tingling. But when 
the nerve is entrapped be-

hind the medial epicondyle, 
cubital tunnel syndrome 
may occur. 

The syndrome can cause 
a variety of symptoms, in-
cluding pain, swelling, 
weakness or clumsiness of 
the hand, and tingling or 
numbness of the ring and 
small fi ngers. It also often 
results in elbow pain on the 
side of the arm next to the 
chest, or a weak grip. 

Most people with this 
problem have a habit of 
sleeping with either their 
elbows bent, their arms up 
next to their head, or both. 
These positions aggravate 
the problem. Over time, the 
nerve is progressively ir-
ritated, resulting in nerve 
damage. The syndrome af-
fects men more frequently 
than it affects women.

Fortunately, there are 
a number of ways to help 
alleviate the symptoms of 
cubital tunnel syndrome. 
These range from over-
the-counter medications to 

minimally invasive hand 
surgery. Home remedies 
might include using a splint 
or brace while sleeping to 
keep the elbow from bend-
ing. It may also be helpful 
to watch and modify your 
posture during the day to 
avoid long periods of time 
with your elbow bent. If you 
work at a desk, put more 
space between your work 
and your chest, so that your 
elbows are straight more of 
the time. 

A test called electromyo-
graphy or nerve conduc-
tion study may be ordered 
to confi rm the diagnosis of 
cubital tunnel syndrome 
and stage its severity by re-
cording the electrical activ-
ity generated in the muscle. 
This test also provides in-
formation about other pos-
sible nerve problems, such 
as a pinched nerve in the 
neck, which may cause sim-
ilar symptoms. 

For more serious cases 
of cubital tunnel syndrome, 

surgery may be suggested. 
New York Methodist Hos-
pital now offers minimally 
invasive surgery for cubital 
tunnel syndrome. This pro-
cedure requires only an 
inch to an inch-and-a-half 
incision because of the en-
doscopic technology used. 
After the surgery, no splint 
or cast is required, and pa-
tients immediately regain 
a full range-of-motion. The 
surgery is an out-patient 
procedure and does not re-
quire general anesthesia. 

Chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease affects thou-
sands of people each and 
every year. The condition is 
largely caused by smoking 
or prolonged inhalation of 
lung irritants. There cur-
rently is no cure, but there 
are treatments available 
that can slow the progres-
sion of the disease.

Chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease is a term 
used to categorize many dif-
ferent ailments of the lungs, 
most especially emphysema 
and chronic bronchitis. It 
occurs when there is airway 
obstruction or simply when 
a person has trouble breath-
ing.

There are certain con-
tributors to the disease. 
These may include:

• Infl ammation of the air 
passages that restricts air-
fl ow.

• Excessive mucous that 
restricts airfl ow.

• Air sacs, called alveoli, 

lose elasticity and cannot 
properly infl ate with air.

• Damaged walls between 
air sacs that compromise 
breathing.

According to the phar-
maceutical company Merck, 
about 12 million people in 
the United States suffer from 
the disease. It is second only 
to heart disease as a cause 
of disability that forces peo-
ple to stop working. It is the 
fourth most common cause 
of death, accounting for 
more than 120,000 deaths 
per year in the United States, 
and those death rates are 
on the rise, with 60 percent 
more deaths now attributed 
to chronic obstructive pul-

monary disease than there 
were 20 years ago. Men and 
women have equal death 
rates, though men are at a 
heightened risk for the dis-
ease.

In terms of treating the 
disease, treatment options 
generally hope to lessen the 
severity of the symptoms. 
Quitting smoking is the sin-
gle-most effective way to re-
duce the progression of the 
disease. Since chronic ob-
structive pulmonary disease 
is a progressive disorder, it 
will only get worse over time 
and could lead to death.

Doctors may prescribe 
medications for individu-
als with trouble breathing. 
Bronchodilators relax the 
muscles around the airways, 
helping to open them up and 
make breathing easier. In-
haled glucocorticosteroids 
also may be prescribed. 
These reduce infl ammation 
in the airways to help im-
prove airfl ow.

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

Cubital tunnel syndrome

Learning about chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease

Cubital tunnel syndrome is 
caused by pressure on the 
ulnar nerve, one of the main 
nerves running down the arm 
into the hand.
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Anthony Adams works hard every day cleaning and maintaining a multimillion dollar 

office building in Downtown Manhattan. But living in one of the most expensive 

cities in the world, he is forced to work two jobs to support a large family.

Anthony is one of the 22,000 office cleaners across the city, who are negotiating with the 

more than 20-billion dollar commercial real estate industry in New York City for a new 

contract. A good contract will help Anthony and his family remain part of the middle class. 

This is good for all of us. 

GOOD JOBS BUILD STRONG COMMUNITIES
25 West 18th Street, New York, NY 10011

32BJ SEIU 
www.standwithbuildingworkers.org

Working
Hard,
Struggling
to Get By
Anthony Adams,

Office Cleaner, Manhattan.
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By Dr. C. Hammoud Ph.D.
�I had terrible Acne for 3 years and tried products with Benzoyl
Peroxide, Aloe Vera and others. After 4 days taking the Bell natural
product #60 it started to clear up my skin. My skin changed from terrible
to beautiful. Mylene Theriault, 19, Sorel-Tracy, QC �In 2 days my
son’s face completely cleared up of acne. My son is 15 and suffered for
3 years. We used many products like laser, Neem that did not work or
burned his skin. Veronica Marden, Seminole, TX �Unbelievable
acne free beautiful skin Last couple of years I had acne and tried
every product and antibiotics. Results with #60 were unbelievable.
Thanks for giving me beautiful skin and my self-esteem. Nelisa Royer,
28, Doral, FL �Within 6 days eczema cleared up completely. I
believe #60 addresses the cause internally instead of the symptoms.
Latifa Boutshik, 43, North York, ON �I had severe psoriasis over
95% of my body. Last 5 years I have stunned every doctor and
dermatologist. I spent tons of money on remedies. After I got Bell #60,
I’ve never seen anything work as fast in my life. Within 2 days I saw my
skin clearing up. I’m speechless. It was inexpensive compared with
what I spent before. Jessica Shantz, 25, Dawson Creek, BC �All
statements made on the Bell website are sent by delighted users. All
are real people. Most have listed phone numbers and can be called for

advice. No money is paid to them. Their reward is the relief they are getting. All say #60 works within
days not months, not years. It’s more effective than what they used before. It is less expensive (some
acne suppliers ship monthly and charge monthly, which may amount to large sums yearly). No side
effects were reported on #60. TRUE EVIDENCE that we are helping people.

Eczema
Psoriasis
Rosacea
Rashes

#60
Guaranteed better than all
others they used say dozens
of delighted users with full
names and towns on the Bell
website. Works by cleansing
blood inside rather than
attacking skin from the outside
and leaving the actual cause
untreated. Here are a few
examples:

ACNE

In other towns try your local health food stores first. If they don’t have it and don’t want to
order it for you, order on our website or call us with Visa or Mastercard. S & H $9.95.

Store inquiries are
welcome.

www.BellLifestyle.com
1-800-333-7995

�Cholesterol and triglycerides under control! For the last 5-
6 years I have been told that my cholesterol and triglycerides were out
of line. After taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 my doctor said he
was amazed about the change. This is a good product. Jerome Nettles,
51, Monroeville, AL �All statin drugs gave me pain! My doctor
tried them all on me. So he said to try a natural product. After taking
Bell Cholesterol Control #14 I have no more pain. I’m so happy about

this. Deanna O’Neil, 63, Tecumseh, ON.�I had great success with all Bell health products!
In the last 2 years I had relief with Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea, HDL Cholesterol Management,
Blood Pressure Combo and Stem Cell Activator. I love your products. They all work for me. Great
results. That’s all that matters. Basil Richards, 49, S.W. Ranches, FL �20 years of high
cholesterol alleviated! I had high cholesterol for 20 years and drugs didn’t agree with me. After
taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 for 6 months I had a check-up and was surprised about the big
improvement. I was delighted and extremely happy and so was my doctor. Norma Hrysio, 65, Lac
Du Bonnet, MB. We supply TRUE EVIDENCE.

Cholesterol
Control

High blood pressure is called the silent killer. If your BP is higher than
normal, try to get it down to about 120/80. For many people it is easy to
control. If it does not work for you we refund your money. On our website
you will find over 50 testimonials with full names and towns from all over
USA and Canada. Most of them have listed phone numbers and are happy
to talk about the relief they had. No money was paid for testimonials.

Other Bell products for relief of the following chronic ailments
All guaranteed! �Intestinal Cleansing & Weight Control #10 �Wrist Pain Carpal Tunnel
#30 �Stops Blood Sugar Imbalance & Weight Gain #40 �Calming Cronic Stress #66
�Colon Care & Cleanse #74. Bell is helping people everywhere. Dr. C. Hammoud M.H., Ph.D. recommends this effective fish peptide

blood pressure natural product. So does Dr. Julian Whitaker M.D. �I was
on 3 blood pressure drugs that did not work well. After starting Bell #26
my readings are generally well below 120/80. Dona A. Anderson, 76,
Sooke, BC � My blood pressure was 157/90 and I had side effects
from prescription drugs. I bought a monitor. After 6 months on Bell #26 I
was down to 120/80. Toni L. McCuistion, 52, Elizabethtown, PA � At
work my driver’s medical test was too high at 170/100. After taking Bell

#26 for a few days I went down to 128/84
which allowed me to pass my work medical.
Kris Geier, 48, Windsor, ON. All products guaranteed to work.

�AVAILABLE IN BROOKLYN: Downtown Natural Market 1707 Church Ave. Nostrand
Pharmacy 1432 Nostrand Ave. Greenfield Pharmacy 1526 Cortelyou Rd Fine Care Pharmacy 981
Fulton St. Noor Pharmacy 2036 Bedford Ave. Supreme Health Food Center 264 Lee Ave.Eve
Pharmacy 2836 Coney Island Ave Manipal Drugs 280 Nostrand Ave New Ronson Drugs 237 Utica Ave.
3P Drugs 799 Flushing Ave. Lincoln Place Pharmacy 1135 Eastern Parkway Unity Drugs 772 Grand
St. Boreum Drugs Corp 194 Union Ave Boro-Park Health Foods 5203 13th Ave Century Pharmacy
483 Kings Hwy Clarkson Pharmacy 524 Clarkson Ave Danny & Veer Health Foods 1827 A Flatbush
Ave Downtown Natural Market 51 Willougby Street Elm Pharmacy 1651 Coney Island Ave Established
Drugs 1743 Nostrand Ave The Essence of Life 451 6th Ave Eve Pharmacy 170 Avenue U Everything
Natural 1661 Ralph Ave Expidite Care Pharmacy 2283 norstrand Ave. Family Pharmacy & Surgical
1757 Bath Ave Farmacon Pharmacy 8007 5th Ave Fresh Health Food Emporium 1276 Fulton St.
Heights Apothecary 79 Atlantic Ave Fresh Health Food Emporium 594 Nostrand Ave Hebron Health
Food 9408 Church Ave Krimko Pharmacy 954 Nostrand Ave Lawrence Pharmacy 740 New Lots Ave
Manipal Drugs 280 Nostrand Ave Nannie Health Food Store 5218 Church Ave. Natural Vitamins 671
Manhattan Ave Palma Chemists 159 7th Ave Parkway Pharmacy 531 Church Ave Powell's Pharmacy
7517 3rd Ave Rabinowitz Pharmacy 602 Brighton Beach Ave Ralph Prescriptions 300 Wyckoff Ave
Rockway Pharmacy 1214 Flatbush Ave Rubinson Pharmacy 4223 Church Ave Saldo Drugs 384
Graham Ave Silver Rod Pharmacy 5105 Church Ave Silver Rod Pharmacy 6404 18th Ave Sims
Pharmacy 1711 Pitkin Ave Stella's Pharmacy 8722 Glenwood Rd Sunset RX Pharmacy 5808 4th
Ave. SVRH Pharmacy 161 Smith St Tony's Health Food Supermarket1316 Fulton St. Tony's Health
Food 2923 Glenwood Rd. Unzer Pharmacy 572 Bedford Ave. Vitamin Depot Nutrition Center 7721
5th Ave VLS Pharmacy 4402 5th Ave. Wyckoff Drugs 1236 Broadway Well SaSa 779 60th St. Shea
Beauty 1356 E. 48th St. �STATEN ISLAND: Tastebuds Natural Foods 1807 Hylan Blvd
Millers Pharmacy 173 Broad St Hyland Medicine Cabinet 1988 Hyland Blvd.  Tripharm Drug Inc
200 Richmond Ave Tompkinsville Pharmacy 45 Victory Blvd Family Health Center 1789 Victory
Blvd.  St. George Pharmacy 100 Stuyvesant 

�Relief in 3-5 days from dribbling, burning and rushing
to the toilet.  If you are considering surgery, try this tea first.
Must work of money refunded. 99% success rate. Helps
virtually everybody quickly. The only prostate remedy that
works so well that it comes with a money-back guarantee.
Literally hundreds of delighted men testifying on our web site:

� Doctor said to keep on drinking the tea.  Prescribed
prostate drugs did not help.  Leonard Pearcey, Wassis, NB
�I cancelled my prostate surgery. Get up once a night.
I'm so happy not to have to face the torment of a prostate
operation and incontinence or impotency.  Albert E. Blain, 74,
Schumacher, ON �Even after TURP prostate surgery
and microwave therapy had to get up many times.  Now down
to 1-2 times. Tea is 100% better than drugs.  Robert G. Stocker,
Eustasis, FL �After 1st year drinking tea my PSA went
down to 4.5; after 2nd year to 2.9; after 3rd year to 2.3.  I highly
recommend the tea. A real life saver.  Thomas M. Thurston,
Forsyth, GA. People’s phone numbers on our website.

Frequent
BATHROOM TRIPS?
Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea #4a

#14

High Blood Pressure?

#26
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HARBOR WATCH
It’s offi cial, the holi-

day season has begun. 
NORAD has started 
it’s pre-fl ight check in 
on Santa’s line-up. The 
North American Aero-
space Defense Com-
mand is always protect-
ing our air space and 
making it safe for those 
special fl ights, espe-
cially VIPs. And there’s 
none more special than 
old Saint Nick. 

To make the track-
ing easier, the NORAD 
Tracks Santa website is 
now live and features a 
countdown calendar, a 
kid’s countdown village 
complete with holiday 
games and activities 
that change daily, and 
video messages from 
students and troops 
around the globe. And 
with the addition of 
Brazilian Portuguese, 
there are now eight lan-
guages available: Eng-
lish, French, Spanish, 
German, Italian, Japa-
nese, Brazilian Portu-
guese and Chinese. 

This year, using 
free applications in the 
Apple iTunes Store and 
the Android Market, 
parents and children 
can also countdown 
the days until Santa’s 
take off on Smart-
phones. Tracking op-
portunities are offered 

on Facebook, Google+, 
YouTube and Twitter. 
Santa and his sleigh 
are on the grid and 
viewers can type in @
noradsanta into their 
search engine to get 
started. 

Save the date for 
Dec. 24, midnight, 
and watch Santa get 
ready for his annual 
yule mission. At 4 am, 
trackers from Pole to 
Pole can talk to a live 
phone operator to in-
quire about the Jolly 
Old Elf’s exact where-
abouts by dialing the 
toll free number 1-877-
Hi-Norad (446-6723) or 
by shooting an e-mail 
to noradtrackssanta@
gmail.com. NORAD’s 
Santa Cams will also 
stream videos as Santa 
makes his way over 
various locations. 

NORAD Tracks 
Santa started in 1955, 
when a local media ad-
vertisement directed 
kids to call Santa direct 
— only the number was 
misprinted and instead 
of reaching Santa, the 
phone rang through 
the switchboard of the 
commander on duty at 
the Continental Air De-
fense Command Opera-
tions center.  

To track Santa, 
visit www.noradsanta.
org.

HARBOR WATCH
To infi nity and beyond! 

Look out, Buzz, the Navy is 
looking for astronauts. 

The Navy will begin ac-
cepting applications for 
the National Aeronautic 
and Space Administration 
(NASA) Astronaut Candi-
date class of 2013 at Johnson 
Space Center in Houston.

The Navy NASA Astro-
naut Candidate selection 
board #295 is scheduled to 
convene on May 1, 2012. Ap-
plications and endorsements 
are due to Navy Personnel 
Command no later than 
March 15, 2012. 

“We’re looking for people 
who can perform,” said Navy 
Capt. Lee Morin, MD, PhD, a 

naval astronaut and former 
fl ight surgeon in the Navy 
medical corps. “We need 
people who work well with 
others and represent the 
agency well, not only to the 
American people, but to the 
world. Most important, is 
someone who is a good team 
player and who’s not in it for 
themselves, or their ego.”

Navy Capt. Barry 
Wilmore, naval astronaut 
and former Navy test pilot 
who has logged more than 
259 hours in space, said 
NASA needs someone who 
has been working in the Na-
vy’s operational fl ow.

“In the role of an astro-
naut, we do a lot in the design 
phases of the various pro-

grams. But, ultimately, we 
are operators on the pointy 
end of the spear,” Wilmore 
said. “And you can receive 
no better training, I believe, 
than through a career in the 
Navy.”

The announcement of 
the astronaut class comes 
a few months after NASA’s 
last space shuttle mission 
landed, marking the end 
of a 30-year era of U.S.-led 
shuttle missions to the low-
Earth orbit of space and the 
International Space Station. 
The completion of the shut-
tle program has opened the 
door for NASA to continue to 
send astronauts to conduct 
research aboard the Space 
Station, and to focus on the 

next era of space discovery: 
deep space exploration.

NASA is developing the 
Orion Multi-Purpose Crew 
Vehicle to serve as the explo-
ration vehicle to carry a crew 
to deep space. For travel to 
low-Earth orbit, NASA has 
partnered with commercial 
partners who are creating 
contract-use vehicles for 
travel to low-Earth orbit and 
to the International Space 
Station.

“First and foremost, we 
still have a space program, 
and it’s going strong,” said 
retired Navy Capt. Christo-
pher Ferguson, naval astro-
naut and commander of the 
fi nal Shuttle mission STS-

Cmdr. Christopher Cassidy, Navy SEAL and naval astronaut, dons his space suit during zero-gravity training. 
 Photo by Community Specialist 2nd Class Dominique Lasco

To the moon and beyond
NORAD will be helping kids track Santa’s sleigh ride through 
Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, and Smartphones. 

Ho, ho, ho! 
Santa is a go

Wanted: Recruits for 2012 space-training program

Continued on Page 35
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*Based on availability of 
sponsored memberships for 

qualifi ed active duty personnel.

BECOME AN NRA LIFE OF DUTY MEMBER TODAY.

AT NO COST TO YOU.*

We tell the stories most others ignore — your stories.

S I G N  U P  T O D A Y  A T
N R A L I F E O F D U T Y . T V / N A V Y

 IN ACCIDENTAL DEATH INSURANCE FOR QUALIFIED MEMBERS
FOR QUALIFIED MEMBERS SERIOUSLY INJURED IN THE LINE OF DUTY

TO THE NRA AMERICAN WARRIOR MAGAZINE
 ON TACTICAL GEAR, KNIVES AND MORE

YOUR NRA LIFE OF DUTY MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:

NRA MEMBERS HAVE MADE LOD MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

HARBOR WATCH
While sitting on an air-

plane bound for Kyrgyz-
stan, the inbound American 
Forces Network superinten-
dent for New Kabul Com-
pound, Afghanistan, decided 
he wanted to renew his wed-
ding vows. So, he leaned over 
to the inbound communica-
tions superintendent for Ba-
gram Airfi eld, Afghanistan, 
and shared his idea with her, 
and she said, “Yes.”

It isn’t uncommon for 
military couples to be de-
ployed at the same time; how-
ever, when Senior Master 
Sgts. Don Gurganus and Jen 
Segerson said their “I still 
dos” in Afghanistan, they 
did something quite unique. 

“A friend and I were 
walking around looking at 
the base, and I saw the cha-
pel and said, ‘I’m going to 
ask my wife to marry me 
again,’ ” said Gurganus, who 
is deployed from Ramstein 
Air Base, Germany. “My 
friend was like, ‘What?’ So, I 

got her in front of the person-
nel support for contingency 
operations offi ce, dropped 
down on one knee, and asked 
her to marry me again.”

Segerson was fl aber-
gasted. 

“I was very surprised, 
even though he had already 

mentioned it, I didn’t real-
ize it was going to be here. I 
couldn’t say no.”

Gurganus felt they should 
take advantage of the oppor-
tunity to renew their vows 
before they left the Transit 
Center. 

“It seemed important to 

do it now before we go down-
range,” said the native of 
Wallace, NC. “I just love her. 
We are going to do this for-
ward deployment together, 
so this will reinforce how we 
feel about each other right 
before we go. I thought that 
was really cool and the tim-

ing worked out great.” 
The two met with mem-

bers of the chapel staff and 
shared their idea. Not sur-
prisingly, this was the fi rst 
time Chaplain (Lt. Col.) 
Steven Thompson has per-
formed a vow renewal cere-
mony in a deployed location. 

“I was so excited; this 
was an opportunity to do 
something where my heart 
is,” said Thompson, who is 
deployed from the Florida 
Air National Guard’s 125th 
Fighter Wing. “They’re a 
great couple and they are 
going to do very, very well. 
They’ve been married 10 
years. I’ve been married for 
38 years, so 10 years is a good 
start.” 

Despite a decade of mar-
riage, Gurganus admitted he 
was more nervous this time 
around.

“I told someone it was 
actually like jumping out of 
an airplane for the second 
time,” he said. “The fi rst 
time it is sort of scary and 

exciting, and the second time 
it is terrifying because you 
know how scary and excit-
ing it is.” 

Segerson, on the other 
hand, was eager about the 
pending ceremony. 

“Who thinks they are go-
ing to have the opportunity 
to do this?” said the native 
of Memphis, Tenn. “It never 
occurred to me to do it here. 
This is exciting.” 

In addition to the oppor-
tunity to renew their com-
mitment to one another, the 
ceremony provided another 
benefi t for the couple, who 
was separated while Gur-
ganus was in pre-deployment 
training. 

“At some point they are 
going to say kiss the bride 
and that will be the fi rst time 
we’ve been able to do that in 
30-some days — that is a big 
plus,” he said. 

After the bride and 
groom return from their de-
ployments they plan to travel 
around Germany.

Military couple renews vows after 10 years of marriage

Chaplain Steven Thompson presides over renewal vows of Sen. Master Sgts. Don Gurganus and Jen 
Segerson in Afghanistan.   Photo by Tech. Sgt. Tammie Moore

Husband and wife say ‘I do, again’ during deployment at Bagram Airfi eld in Afghanistan
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135 aboard Atlantis. “We’ve got four differ-
ent companies and four different ideas for 
commercially-run projects. This will help 
NASA gain some of the effi ciencies, cost 
savings and innovative ideas that come 
out of commercial ventures, for a better, 
cheaper, faster way to get Americans to low-
Earth orbit from American soil.”

Morin, who served aboard the Shuttle 
mission STS-110 in 2002 and has logged 
more than 259 hours in space, currently 
works in the exploration branch developing 
the cockpit of the Orion spacecraft. Morin 
said the Orion and the capabilities it will 
bring to human space exploration is the key 
to the future of NASA’s space program.

“We can return to the moon, an asteroid, 
or even a moon of Mars. We’ve only been 
to deep space six times, in six moon trips, 
with the last one in 1973. If we’re going to 
go out and maintain our presence in space, 
we need to go beyond low-Earth orbit, and 
the Orion will take us there,” said Morin. 
“This is the next step to space-faring civili-
zation and a sustained presence. Humanity 
is life’s agent.”

Current chief of NASA’s Astronaut 
Corps Peggy Whitson, PhD, said, philosoph-
ically, deep space exploration is important 
and inherent to whom we are as human be-
ings. From a technological perspective, she 
said, space exploration benefi ts us here on 
Earth, helping us maintain a “technologi-
cal high.”

Whitson also stressed the importance of 

keeping our current presence in space, spe-
cifi cally aboard the Space Station.

“The space program is funded through 
2020. We’ve had 11 years of consistent hu-
man presence in space, and that program 
is still underway,” said Whitson, who spent 
more than a year in space, including a tour 
as commander of Expedition 16.

From the NASA’s construction of the 
Orion vehicle to the upcoming astronaut 
class of 2013, it is apparent there is a solid 
need for not only astronauts, but naval as-
tronauts.

“It’s a very exciting time for new people 
to come to NASA right now because we 
are still exploring space and have people 
aboard the International Space Station ev-
ery day,” said Cmdr. Christopher Cassidy, 
Navy SEAL and naval astronaut. “And the 
Navy is a big part of that.”

The Navy has a long and proud tradition 
at NASA, said Lt. Cmdr. Reid Wiseman, 
which sets the tone for strong naval appli-
cants to the astronaut program.

“The fi rst American in space: naval avi-
ator; fi rst man on the moon: naval aviator; 
last man on the moon: naval aviator; fi rst 
American to orbit Earth: Marine Corps avi-
ator; fi rst crew of the space shuttle: two na-
val aviators; the last crew of the space shut-
tle: naval and Marine Corps aviators; fi rst 
commander of the International Space Sta-
tion: Navy SEAL,” said Wiseman, graduate 
of the astronaut class of 2009. “The Navy or 
Marine Corps is always poking its head out 
in the forefront of the space program.”

NASA is accepting applications online 
through Jan. 27, 2012. The application can 
be found at http://astronauts.nasa.gov.

AU-1918

CALL 800.548.1862

OR VISIT 

MILITARY.ASHFORD.EDU/HARBOR
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Career-focused degrees with 
knowledge you can use the next day.

• Local classes at Fort Hamilton 
• No GMAT or GRE for most degrees
• Bachelor’s degree completion online – 
 including the new Bachelor of Science 
 degree in Integrated Leadership Studies
 with an emphasis in military leadership
• Master’s degrees on site and online
• Open to military and civilians
• Military tuition discounted rate

  The path to

leadership
       starts here

Central Michigan University
at Fort Hamilton & Online 

We make it 
possible.

Master of Science in 
Administration degree
A solid core of leadership skills 
with 5 concentration choices 
to fi t your career goals.

CMU at Ft. Hamilton
Call 718-748-8386 or toll–
free 877-268-4636 today!
www.cel.cmich.edu/fthamilton

CMU is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission 
of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. 
CMU is an AA/EO institution (see www.cmich.edu/aaeo).  
cmuoff campus@cmich.edu  31422  7/11

Continued from page 33 

Space training
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HARBOR WATCH
“Dancing With The Stars” 

champion Army vet, Jose 
Rene “J.R.” Martinez, who 
with partner Karina Smirnoff 
aced this year’s competiton on 
Nov. 22, was feted at the Pen-
tagon and met with Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta 
during a multi-starred event 
in Washington.

Martinez, a former Army 
infantryman, was severely 
burned by a roadside bomb 
in Iraq in 2003. During the 
festivities Martinez met with 
Deputy Defense Secretary 
Ashton B. Carter, Army Gen. 
Martin E. Dempsey, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, and other senior lead-
ers, said Doug Wilson, assis-
tant secretary of defense for 
public affairs.

“As Martinez made his 
way down the corridor to Pa-
netta’s offi ce,” Wilson said, 
“young military aides, sea-
soned offi cers and civilian 
assistants poured out of of-
fi ces to meet and congratulate 
the ‘Dancing With The Stars’ 
winner — who happily ac-
commodated every request 
for a handshake or photo.”

During the brief visit, he 
added, Martinez also shook 
hands with Army Chief of 

Staff Gen. Raymond T. Odi-
erno, former commander of 
U.S. forces in Iraq, who made 
clear his pride in Martinez as 
a national symbol of the de-
termination and accomplish-
ments of America’s wounded 
warriors.

Panetta called Martinez 
on Nov. 25 to congratulate 
him on his victory and reiter-

ate his conviction that Marti-
nez stands as a testament to 
wounded warriors’ strength 
and resilience.

In 2003, Martinez was a 
19-year-old Army infantry-
man assigned to Company 
D, 2nd Battalion, 502nd In-
fantry Regiment of the 101st 
Airborne Division in Iraq. He 
was driving a Humvee there 
when the vehicle hit a road-
side bomb.

Martinez suffered smoke 
inhalation and severe burns 
to more than 40 percent of his 
body, including his face and 
hands.

He was evacuated to Land-
stuhl, Germany, and later 
transferred to Brooke Army 
Medical Center in San Anto-
nio, where he spent 34 months. 
He has undergone 33 cosmetic 
and skin-graft surgeries.

While in recovery, Mar-
tinez began to visit other pa-
tients in the hospital, shar-
ing his story and listening 
to theirs. Since then, he has 
spoken to audiences at cor-
porations, veterans’ groups, 
nonprofi ts and schools.

In 2008, Martinez landed a 
role as an Iraq war veteran on 
the ABC soap opera, “All My 
Children,” which led to his 
“Dancing with the Stars” ap-
pearances this year.

Martinez described his 
visit with Panetta for the Pen-
tagon Channel.

“It was really cool,” he 
said. “There are a lot of im-
portant things happening 
right now outside J.R. Marti-
nez, so for him and everyone 
else on his staff to take the 
time to meet with me was a 
tremendous honor.”

To Panetta, Martinez said, 
“Listen, I’m a soldier, I’ll al-
ways be a soldier, and I want to 
share the message from what-
ever platform that I have. As 
[the Defense Department is] 
hammering out ways to take 
care of our troops in different 
ways, I want to be able to fi nd 
a way to express that to the 
general public.”

Martinez said he never 
could have imagined such a 

meeting at the Pentagon back 
when he joined the Army in 
2002.

“It just goes to show that 
things happen in life,” he 
said. “As we continue to walk 
through our life after the ad-
versity, our heads naturally 
are down because we’re griev-
ing through that process. But 
it’s important for us to pick 
our heads up through that 
process, because then you see 
opportunities, you see great 
things that could potentially 
be a new beginning for you.”

On Dec. 4 Martinez will 
visit Fort Campbell, Ky., home 
of the 101st Airborne Division, 
where he was stationed before 
deploying to Iraq.

“I’ve been getting a lot of 
military support throughout 
this whole process of being on 
the show,” he said, “so it’s im-
portant for me when I’m close to 
any kind of base to go and visit 
these troops and their families 
and say thank you, sign some 
autographs, take some pictures 
and just hang out.”

Martinez said he thought 
meeting with his mili-
tary friends would be “a lot 
tougher” after the “Dancing 
With The Stars” win.

“I thought I was going to 
get a lot of grief from my mili-
tary friends about wearing 
rhinestones and ballroom 
shoes with two-inch heels,” 
Martinez said. “I thought I 
was going to get a lot of grief 
from that, but I guess they 
kind of left me alone because 

they’re like, ‘He actually can 
dance so we have no way to 
mess with him.’ ”

The feedback Martinez 
has received from the troops 
“has been overwhelming in a 
positive way,” he said. Troops 
have told him it’s great to see 
a fellow soldier succeed, he 
said, and to see him use his 
celebrity to be a voice for U.S. 
troops and their families.

Martinez’s next celebrity 
appearance is on Jan. 2, 2012, 
when he will serve as grand 
marshal of the Tournament 
of Roses New Year’s Parade in 
Pasadena, Calif.

Martinez said he’s also 
working on a book and wants 
to continue acting and doing 
motivational speaking.

“I’m booking myself a lot 
right now to travel the coun-
try and share the message of 
perseverance and positivity 
and faith,” he said.

Those activities “work 
together in a lot of ways,” 
Martinez said, and provide 
a platform for him to raise 
awareness about U.S. service 
members and their families.

“I have been able to be a 
role model and a voice for a lot 
of [troops] who don’t feel that 
they have a voice for them-
selves,” Martinez said.

“I’ve been able to be a 
source of inspiration to the 
families as well,” he added, 
“to say good things do hap-
pen and you’ve just got to be 
patient and have a great atti-
tude.”

305 N. Service Road  Dix Hills, New York 11746       631.656.2110

Five Towns College

www.facebook.com/fivetownscollege

• Learn about our Degree 
   & Internship Programs 

  • Meet with Admissions & 
      Financial Aid Representatives

    • Presentations & Demonstrations 
        in our Professional Studios

      • Scholarships Available  

  Saturday, December 10 at 1 pm

 • AUDIO RECORDING TECHNOLOGY • BROADCASTING • BUSINESS • ELEMENTARY TEACHER EDUCATION • FILM/VIDEO • JOURNALISM 
•  M A S S  C O M M U N I C AT I O N  •  M U S I C  T E A C H E R  E D U C AT I O N  •  M U S I C  B U S I N E S S  •  M U S I C  P E R F O R M A N C E   •  T H E AT R E  A R T S

www.ftc.edu

Open House

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta (left) with Army veteran — and 
“Dancing With The Stars” sensation — Jose Rene Martinez. 
 Photo by Glenn Fawcett

‘Dancing’ on air, Army vet meets with Secretary of Defense
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1. Chase Military Banking benefits are available only on Chase Premier Plus Checking account. Deposit accounts subject to approval. The terms of the accounts, including any fees or features, may change. 

2. No non-Chase ATM fee charged by Chase for using another institution’s ATM. Usage fees may be charged by the institution that owns the ATM.

3. Gift cards not sold in CT or NJ. Gift card purchases online are $4.95 per card for standard shipping (ships in 5-7 business days).

4. All Home Lending products are subject to credit and property approval. Rates, program terms and conditions are subject to change at any time without notice. Not all products are available in all states or for all loan amounts. Other 
restrictions and limitations apply.

© 2011 JPMorgan Chase Bank N.A. Member FDIC

For Military Servicemembers and Veterans:
Introducing Chase Military Banking
At Chase, we truly understand the unique banking needs of our nation’s military. So we have created Chase Military Banking to provide Active 

Duty military, Guard and Reserve servicemembers, and Veterans with added value and additional features.1 Just open a Chase Premier Plus 

CheckingSM account and show your qualifying Military ID, then you are entitled to receive all of the benefits of this premier account:

 • No minimum balance requirement

 • No monthly Service Fee

 • No fees on four non-Chase ATM transactions per month2

• No fees on Money Orders, Travelers Checks, and Gift Checks3

• Discounts on other product and services

Just for you – America’s best and bravest.

Visit ChaseMilitary.com or the nearest Chase branch and discover 
all of the advantages of Chase Military Banking. 
C H E C K I N G  •  S A V I N G S  •  B U S I N E S S  •  H O M E  L O A N S4
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CONEY ISLAND

Gary Goldstein knew he hit rock bot-
tom when he woke up one morning after 
he robbed a dry cleaner just to pay off his 
mounting drug debt. He said to himself, “I 
can’t go through life like this, I have a col-
lege degree, I can make a better life for my-
self,” which he did — after the six-year stint 
in the can, that is. Once out, Goldstein so-
bered up and wrote “Jew in Jail,” an inspi-
rational book about his struggle. To main-
tain his resolve to stay sober, he joined the 
Coney Island Hospital Chemical Depen-
dency program — and he’s been sober for 
four years now. “My motivational speeches 
to the community high schools and at Rik-
ers Island help me out immensely,” he said. 
“One of the tenets of the group and the one 
that I live by every day is ‘You can’t keep 
what you have unless you give it away.’ ” 
Our pal, Gary, also credits his family for 
sticking with him through thick and thin. 
Now he’s giving motivational speeches, 
paying it forward and taking it one day at a 
time, to offer up a few common drug abuse 
cliches (hey, it’s what we’re good at!).

E-mail Goldstein at gman18nyc@aol.
com or visit www.jewinjail.com.

PARK SLOPE

Kids of all ages
Puppetry Arts is raising funds to pres-

ent two public performances of the new mu-
sical “Anthropomorphic.” Through the use 
of large body puppet spiders, animatronic 
dragons and actors in masks, the produc-
tion, which is scheduled for next June, re-
lates the story of Wesley, a young gay teen 
who takes his own life. “We want the proj-
ect to mean something to the audience, and 
not just be theater for the sake of theater,” 
writer and executive director Tim Young 
told Standing O. Puppetry Arts is also cast-
ing for musicians, the role of conductor and 
performers to take part in the project. 

Puppetry Arts [339 Second St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-3703]. For info, visit www.indi-
egogo.com or www.puppetryarts.org.

BORO WIDE

Warning trend
As the cold winter months arrive, our 

good friends at Visiting Nurse Service of 
New York sent us 10 tips to keep seniors 
in tip-top shape and out of the hospital. 
We’re getting up there, so we’re really 
just publishing this for ourselves!

• Always keep your scheduled appoint-
ments with doctors. Even if you’re feel-
ing, fine don’t neglect the visit. 

• Manage your medication. Don’t for-
get to take what you have to take, when 
you have to take it. 

• Get an advocate. Choose a friend or 
family member who can accompany you 
and be your voice when you can’t be.

• Maintain your independence. It’s OK 
to ask for help, but you need to keep up 
with your activities and hobbies. 

• Don’t be afraid. Ask your doctor or 
care provider, “What?” if you don’t un-
derstand something. 

• Be firm, calm and organized when 
you give your health professional a rant. 
It’s your body and you know it better than 
anyone else. 

• Have a plan. Always be prepared  and 
you won’t be left out in the cold. 

• Don’t hide complaints from your 
health provider. Every little symptom 
has a meaning. 

• Ask, listen, and do. When the doctor 
gives you instructions, plan to stick to it. 

• Keep calm. Learn to manage your 
anxiety.

And we’ll add one, too — have a great 
holiday season!

For helpful hints visit www.vnsny-
choice.org or call (855) 282-4642.

MARINE PARK 

A pint of red to go
The students at St. Edmund Prepa-

ratory HS always give their all, but their 
blood, too? It seems so. More than 60 units 
of red cells and 98 units of whole blood were 
collected during a recent blood drive at the 
school. Faculty, staff and even past grads 
came to roll up their sleeves and give, give, 
give. 

St. Edmund Preparatory HS [274 
Ocean Ave. at Avenue T in Marine Park, 
(718) 743-6100].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BEDFORD-STUYVESANT

Woodhull Medical Center just 
added a primary care center for mental 
health patients. The newest facility is 
designed to expand the coordination of 
patient care by providing both mental 
and physical health needs to Woodhull’s 
psychiatry patients in one setting. “Our 
goal is to enhance the health of our psy-
chiatry patients who are unable to avail 

themselves of primary care services,” 
said George Proctor senior veep of the 
North and Central Brooklyn Health Net-
works and executive director of Wood-
hull Medical Center (whew! Hope he has 
a big enough desk for that nameplate). 

Woodhull Medical Center [760 
Broadway between Park and Flush-
ing avenues in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(718) 963-8000]. Open Monday–Friday, 
9 am–5 pm.

From ‘Jew in jail’ to in print

Aisle be darned
DOWNTOWN

Ernest Fluker and Crystal Wig-

gins got married on Dec. 9, 1991, 
but never made the walk down the 
aisle. Soon after their “I do’s,” Er-
nie shipped out to serve in the fi rst 
Gulf War (you know, the good one). 
Now nearly 20 years later, the happy 
couple got its dream wedding at Mor-

ton’s in Downtown. The nuptials 
were presided over by Joe Roken, 
Morton’s general manager (and al-
cohol enabler of our outgoing edi-
tor) and attended by more than 50 
family and friends — and, of course, 
Borough President Markowitz, 
who had the requisite proclamation. 
Standing O wishes the couple a long 
and happy life together — though an 
invite woulda been nice, you know!

Morton’s the Steakhouse [339 Ad-
ams St. at Pearl Street in Downtown, 
(718) 596-2700].

Snip, snip hooray 

Nicholas Lupo recovers from his donation as 
friends Brianna Riviezoo, Anatoli Davydenko and 
Christian Buckman lend moral support.

Ernest Fluker and his bride Crystal Wig-
gins. Photo by Joe O’Donnell
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Wieners of the world unite! It’s our sausage smorgasbord!

THE DOGS 
OF KINGS

By Thomas Tracy 

Brooklyn has a new hot dog, and this wiener comes from wicked 
far away — Massachusetts.

Wicked Good Franks on Myrtle Avenue at Classon Avenue, 
the borough’s only purveyor of New England style hot dogs — which 
are juicer than the average frank and come with a surprise snap when 
you bite into them because they’re steamed in their own casing — is 
ready to make mark on Brooklyn’s growing, international hot dog scene 
(see sidebar).

“I don’t mind the competition, I know that my hot dog is superior,“ 
boasted Bruno Iannotta, Wicked Good Frank’s proud owner.

But Iannotta’s facing an uphill battle: few Brooklyn hot dog afi-
cionados know that New England has its own hot dog. On top of that, 
natural casing franks are pretty common place — Nathan’s Famous has 
been selling them in Coney Island for more than 90 years.

George Shea, spokesman for the International Federation of 
Competitive Eating, which holds a  Hot Dog Eating Championship  at 
Coney Island’s Nathan’s Famous every Fourth of July, says there is no 
comparison between the Nathan’s Frank and a New England hot dog. 
And he should know — he grew up in New England.

“As much as I honor the area, no New England hot dog could ever 
beat the taste of a Nathan’s hot dog,” he said. “New England should 
stick with lobster and scenic vacations. Hot dogs are too aspirational 
for them.”

Yet Iannotta believes that his hot dogs, made from his own fam-
ily’s recipe, and its many toppings, including the Southern (a hot dog 
wrapped in bacon and covered with Gorgonzola cheese and coleslaw), 
the Buffalo (a frank slathered in hot wing sauce, carrots, celery and 
bleu cheese), and the Cuban (a dog covered with mustard, swiss cheese, 
pickles and red pastrami) will make him Brooklyn’s top dog (hot dog, 
that is) in no time.

“[Our frank] is catching on,” Iannotta said. “People like good qual-
ity food in this neighborhood.”

Wicked Good Dogs [579 Myrtle Ave. at Classon Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 398-2000]. Open seven days, 11 am–7 pm. For info, visit 
www.wickedgoodfranks.com.

By Thomas Tracy

Wicked Good Franks is just 
the latest joint to offer a 
geographic spin on the 

good ol’ American hot dog, but the 
Myrtle Avenue restaurant’s New 
England-style hot dog is just one 
hue in a rainbow coalition of wie-
ners that link Coney Island, Krakow, 
Shanghai, Mexico and all points in 
between.

So break out the mustard and 
sauerkraut — and relish our interna-
tional smorgasbord of sausages:

Asiadog
Talk about a Red Scare! 

One might think twice 
of eating hot dogs 
called the Wang Ding 
(pictured, which are 

slathered in plum sauce and topped 
with a pork belly) and the Sidney 
(mango, cucumber, fish sauce and 

crushed peanuts), but they’re 
frightfully delicious — and 
Asiadog employees say 
there’s absolutely nothing 
un-American about them.

“There will always be an 
handful of old-school New 
Yorkers that are insulted 

that we’ve touched their signature 
food,” employee Ginny Hwang said. 
“But then they try it — and love it.”

Brooklyn Flea Market (176 
Lafayette Ave. between Clermont 
and Vanderbilt avenues in Fort 
Greene) and various 
other spots throughout 
Brooklyn. For info, 
visit www.asia-
dognyc.com

Puebla Mini Market
It’s a hot dog! It’s a Mexican 

sandwich! It’s … both?
Meet the Espanola Doble: (pic-

tured) a monster hot dog that makes 
Nathan’s look it’s serving 

cocktail wieners.
Forget ketchup and 
mustard; this gut-
busting feast — or 

New Brooklyn frank is 
from ... New England?

Continued  on page 46
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www.fushimi-us.com

Holiday Parties @ Fushimi
Let Fushimi host your next event!

Since 2003, Fushimi offers its spacious, luxurious party room to host events and celebrations. We provide personalized holiday 
decorations and on-remise entertainment upon request. Book your 2011 event with us early and receive a $150* Fushimi Gift 

Certificate towards your future purchase, and we will also throw in a gift bag for each of your guests. Call us today! 
*with a minimum of $1000 purchase requirement on food & beverage.

Holiday Gift Cards
A Fushimi Holiday Gift Card is a thoughtful gift for your friends, family or colleagues. This holiday season, we will be reward-

ing all our loyal customers with a complimentary Fushimi Holiday Gift Card* with every gift card purchase.
*Minimum of $50 purchase required. Cannot be used on the same day.

Mardi Gras New Year @ Fushimi
New Year’s Eve Party 

($99 per person)
Set Menu from 9:30pm–2am

Live DJ, Open Bar & Champagne Toast
Let’s secure the seats before the ball drops!

New Year’s Eve Cocktail Party 
($59 per person)

Open Bar all night from 10:30pm–2am

Let’s dance till you drop!

2110 Richmond Road
STATEN ISLAND

718.980.5300

9316 4th Avenue
BAY RIDGE

718.833.7788

475 Driggs Avenue
WILLIAMSBURG

718.963.2555

GRAND OPENING SOON!



D
EC. 8-14, 2011, C

OURIER L
IFE

41

24
SEVEN

Deck the halls with skulls and insects — 
fa la la la la lala la la!

The second annual Morbid 
Anatomy holiday fair — an oddball craft 
show hosted by a research library in Gowanus 
— is selling jewelry, art and other gifts for that 
special someone 
who’s more into 
Tim Burton than 
Santa Claus.

“Holiday fairs 
generally suck and ours isn’t going to,” said 
Joanna Ebenstein, founder of the Morbid 
Anatomy Library on Union Street. “This is for 
the people who are into the niche weird stuff 
you can’t get anywhere else.”

This year, expect a load of anthropomor-
phic taxidermy created by a former Museum 
of Natural History worker — including beetles 
playing the piano — rare and obscure anato-
my books, voodoo photographs, ceramic bat 
masks, sinister jewelry with gory vials and 
countless other artifacts, not to mention free 
Brooklyn Brewery beer.

There’s also sparkly crocheted skulls made 
by a library science student moonlighting as 
grim embroiderer. 

Ebenstein launched the library in 2008 
after surveying anatomical museums in Italy, 
the Netherlands, Scotland and beyond. The 
private collection is available by appointment 
only and contains a bevy of medical antiques, 
taxidermy, prosthetics, jarred specimens and 
diagrams. She launched the fair last year for 
others who’d rather spread holiday cheer with 
creepy curiosities.

“I don’t think there’s any holiday fair like 
this,” Ebenstein said. “It’s slightly goofy but 
also very elegant.”

Morbid Anatomy Library [543 Union St. 
between Bond and Nevins streets in Gowanus, 
(718) 702-5937], Dec. 17 and 18, noon-6 pm. 
For info, visit http://morbidanatomy.blogspot.
com.

– Kate Briquelet

Art of noise
Who says you need instruments to make 

music?
You don’t, as artist Amy X Neuburg 

proves, turning her laptop into a digital mixer and 
using a set of electronic drum pads to play any 
sound — drums, violins, even her own voice. 

The impressive musician will show off her 
equipment and her four-octave vocal range — 

that’s an entire octave 
above Aretha Franklin, by 
the way — on Dec. 13 at 
Roulette.

“[When I started] I 
didn’t have a band, so I 

found I could use my voice for all these things 
instead,” said Neuburg, who records her vocals, 
then loops and layers them across each other to 
create background music. “My best skill is my 
singing, and my ability to program electronics.”

But her wide range doesn’t just apply to her 
voice and her high-tech drum pads. Neuburg’s 
tracks may be modern and pop-like one second, 
and classical and operatic the next. 

“I never like to stick too long to one genre, so 
I’ll throw in a lot of surprises to keep the audi-
ence on their toes,” Neuburg said.

It’s all part of her self-described “avant-
cabaret,” a style that draws much from the 
20th-century musical theater style and using the 
gadgets of the 21st century. 

“I like working with my [style] and I’m accus-
tomed to it. You can play a drum sound, you can 
play any kind of sound of any instrument, the 
possibilities are infinite,” she said.

Amy X Neuburg with Cory Smythe at Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. between Third Avenue and 
Nevins Street in Boerum Hill, (917) 267-0363], 
Dec. 13, 8 pm. Tickets, $15 ($10 for students, 
seniors and members). For info, visit www.rou-
lette.org.

– Alfred Ng

The Festival of Light is just around the 
corner, which means it’s time for another 
season of heart-stopping Major League 

Dreidel action.
The “season” begins (and ends) on Dec. 17, 

when hundreds of top-twirling athletes will face 
off in the “Spinagogue” in front of a crowd of at 
least 350 Jews (and more 
than a few sport-loving 
gentiles).

It’s a dreidel tornado.
“We started out with 

32 spinners, which grew 
into 64 spinners and now this year we have 124 
spinners,” said Eric Pavony, the league’s acting 
“Knishoner.” “We have people coming in from 
across the country.”

You don’t need to be a bookie to know who the 
favorites are: 2010 champ Alan “Juspin Bieber” 
Black, and his ragged band of about 30 die-hard 
spinners, called Team 
Smoot, will again make 
the journey to Brooklyn 
from Ypsilanti, Mich.

“It all started with 
my friends who used to 
play at rock-paper-scissor 
tournaments in Toronto, 
but that became too cor-
porate, too mainstream,” 
said Black. “Then we 
found out about driedel 
and that turned into the 
new thing to do.”

The rules of the game 
are simple, spin the four-
sided top as fast as you can and pray that it gyrates 
longer than the other guy’s. The trick is to keep 
your top in the center of the Jewish-star–shaped 
Spinagogue, this sport’s “Friendly Confines.”

The Spinagogue has been widely credited with 
elevating the hobby of dreideling into the ranks of 
America’s most-important sports.

“Before the Spinagogue, people just spun 
dreidels on kitchen tables,” said Pavony. “This has 
two problems; one, it falls off and you lose your 
dreidel, and two, with this vast space, you don’t 
really give it much thought, you just spin. What 
we’re looking for is spinners that have velocity 
and power, but also control and its the combina-
tion of those two elements that makes a dreidel 
champion.”

The fierce dreidel battles aren’t the only draw 
to this pre-Hanukkah bash — heavy metal band, 
Gods of Fire, is booked to rock the house with 
songs like “No Gelt, No Glory” from its classic 
album, “Hanukkah Gone Metal.”

Hanukkah rock aside, the players are the 
attraction here.

“It’s a really fun competition, everybody has a 
blast with their costumes and their names,” said 
Chris Colluzi, who competes as Gentile Giant. 
“Eric created a really fun thing out of nothing.”

The champion will receive a year’s supply of 
chocolate coins and a crystal trophy, but there is 
another, far greater prize:

“The trophy is engraved with the most impor-
tant prize of all,” said Pavony, “the title of Major 
League Dreidel champion, which entails glory, 
women and fame.”

Major League Dreidel finals at the Knitting 
Factory [361 Metropolitan Ave. between 
Havemeyer Street and Marcy Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (347) 529-6696], Dec. 17 at 6 pm. 
For info, visit www.majorleaguedreidel.com.

– Colin Mixson

This art exhibit is food 
porn — literally.

Starting today, 
six Prospect Heights store-
fronts are being trans-
formed into sweet, sticky, 
semi-erotic dioramas that 
turn an array of colorful 
candy — some strategi-
cally arranged across the 
sweet spots of a near-nude 
model, for example — into 
art in a sexy installation 
called, “Shock Candy.”

“Candy and sex go 
together — they’re both 
full of life and naughti-
ness,” said photographer 
Matt Schwartz, who will 
display six pieces, includ-
ing a nude covered in gum 
balls.

The installation plays with 
ideas of sexuality and lust, as 
well as sensuality and sweet-
ness, and is the first exhibit 
produced by Where Am I, a rov-

ing curatorial proj-
ect that turns vacant 
commercial spaces 
into temporary gal-
leries.

“This makes art accessible to 
those who might not know much 

about it,” said Where Am 
I founder Naomi Huth. 
“And when there’s art in 
the windows, it brightens 
a neighborhood. Plus, 
there’s something so 
beautiful and appealing 
about candy.”

Claire Lieberman uses 
Jell-O in her mixed-media 
sculptures, representative 
of the human body.

“The FBI uses it to test 
what it’s like for a human 
body to absorb a gun-
shot,” she explained. “So 
my installation is about 

one’s own sense of self.”
“Shock Candy” 

at 845 Classon Ave. 
between Lincoln 
Place and Eastern 
Parkway in Prospect 
Heights. Through 

Jan. 3. For info, visit www.
whereamigallery.org.

– Juliet Linderman

Six-storefront sugar shack

Tues.
12/13

Exhuming Xmas!

Spin cycle

Joanna Ebenstein is hosting a holiday craft show 
for lovers of the macabre at her Morbid Anatomy 
Library in Gowanus on Dec. 17 and 18.

Photo by Shannon Taggart

Sat/Sun
12/17-18

Fri
12/17

Day
DATE

All tied up
Who needs the Muppets anyway?

Bring the kids — especially the 
art-inclined theater geeks — to the 

Bushwick Starr this weekend for the second 
annual Band of Puppets Fest, a festival featur-
ing five new puppetry plays set to the music of 
Michael Jackson.

Yes, it’s going to be weird.
Expect a tabletop puppet made from a sweat-

shirt, a hat, and a pair of shoes; shadow puppets 
using mirrors; and large-scale strung-out mari-
onettes dancing on their own power to “Beat It,” 
“Wanna be Starting Something,” and “Pretty 
Young Thing.” 

Highlights include 
a play featuring an Old 
West chase scene, “Mr. 
Sweatshirt’s” new dance 
will debut, and several other evocations of the 
late pop icon, according to producer Amanda 
Maddock.

“I enjoyed seeing the works so far,” said 
Maddock. “Everybody is trying to think about 
how to use a Michael Jackson song and tell sto-
ries in a visual form.”

Band of Puppets Fest at the Bushwick Starr 
[207 Starr St. between Wyckoff and Irving 
Avenues in Bushwick, (718) 306-2370], Dec. 
8–11. Tickets, $12 (free for kids under 18 at 
matinees).

– Aaron Short

Starting
12/8

Delectable paintings like these will be on display 
at “Food Lust: Rock Candy,” which opens on Dec. 
6 in Prospect Heights.

Now-
1/3

play at rock-paper-scissor 

Reigning champ Alan 
Black, aka “Juspin 
Bieber,” will defend his 
crown.
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For the future Mariachi all-
star: Doug and Melissa Band 
in a Box, $19.95

If you’re child loves making noise, this is the 
pretty much the perfect present. It’s a ten-piece kit 
with plenty of variety — including a tambourine and 
a couple of maracas — so your tot can spend hours 
learning to play all different kinds of instruments.

Kaleidoscope [8722 Third Ave. between 87th and 
88th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 491-2051]. For info, 
visit www.toysatkaleidoscope.wordpress.com.

SHOPPING MADE EASY!
Your handy guide to buying the perfect gift — for your kid! 

By Juliet Linderman

Nobody loves getting gifts as 
much as children do. But 
when the holidays roll around, 

it can be tricky to pick the right pres-
ents — presents that are entertaining, 
enduring (at least until next Christmas 
or Chanukah), and, if you’re lucky, 
educational, too. Don’t stress out too 

much — we’ve got a few fail-safe ideas 
for all you new Brooklyn parents.

Welcome to the second install-
ment of your holiday shopping guide. 
This week’s topic: presents for chil-
dren. The best part? You can pick 
up any one of these awesome toys at 
your local independent neighborhood 
toy shop!

For the real city 
slicker: Brooklyn in 
a Box boardgame, 
$24.95

This game invites your child to buy 
up real estate, develop property, avoid 
double parking fines and scramble to 
earn the key to the borough! It’s just 
like living the Brooklyn dream — but 
for only 25 bucks! 

Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638-5000]. 
Closed Monday and Tuesday. For 
info, visit www.brooklynmuseum.org.

For the lover of planes, trains and automobiles: 
Lionel MTA Long Island Rail Road model 
train, $93

Can’t get enough of public transit? Your little urbanite will love a 
MTA LIRR model train. It’s just like playing on a real subway — 
except cleaner, quieter, minus all the strangers, and in your 
own home!

Trainworld [751 McDonald Ave. between Ditmas 
Avenue and Cortelyou Road in Ditmas Park, (718) 436-
7072]. For info, visit www.trainworld.com.

For the lover of make-
believe: Let’s Play Mail 
set, $52

So kids can send envelopes and post-
cards to parents, pets, and friends, using 
velcro stamps, addresses and postage — 
plus, it comes with a mail sack, a mailbox 
and a variety of parcels.

Romp Toy Store [145 Fifth Ave. between 
Degraw Street and St. John’s Place in Park 
Slope, (712) 230-4373]. For info, visit www.
rompstore.com

For the future 
architect: Eco 
Dollhouse, $240

This beautifully crafted wood-
en house features a wind turbine, 
solar panel, a rain barrel for col-
lecting rain, a green facade to help 
control temperature, and a shade 
canopy that can be pulled down 
preventing or allowing the wind 
and sunlight coming through. Plus, 
it practices what it preaches: it’s 
made from recycled materials.

Acorn [323 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hoyt and Smith streets in 
Boerum Hill, (718) 522-3760]. For 
info, visit www.acorntoyshop.com.

cards to parents, pets, and friends, using 
velcro stamps, addresses and postage — 
plus, it comes with a mail sack, a mailbox 

Romp Toy Store [145 Fifth Ave. between 
Degraw Street and St. John’s Place in Park 

For the landscaper-in-
training, or the urban 
biologist: How Does 
Your Garden Grow? 
gardening kit, $74

Forget about kids stuff — this garden-
ing kit comes with a rake, trowel, three 
mini terra cotta pots, a variety of 
seeds and planting medium, 
and a little metal watering 
can. Who cares if you 
don’t have a huge back-
yard? Grow these on your 
fire escape!

Romp Toy Store [145 
Fifth Ave. between Degraw 
Street and St. John’s Place 
in Park Slope, (712) 230-
4373]. For info, visit 
www.rompstore.com

For the creative 
type: Creativity 
for Kids, Awesome 
Origami, $15.99

With a wide variety of colorful 
paper, feathers, stickers, glitter, glue 
and scissors (just in case), this origami 
is perfect for any kid with a creative 

edge and a knack for arts and crafts. 
Area Kids [218 Bedford Ave. between N. Fourth 

and N. Fifth streets in Williamsburg, (718) 218-
8647]. For info, visit www.areakids.com.

For the wordsmith: 
Bananagrams, $14.95

Bananagrams is fruit for 
thought: part scrabble, part 
boggle — all encased in an 
adorable cloth banana peel — 
your child will fall in love 
with this game, whether 
she’s 5, 15, or (in my case) 
25.

Greenpoint Toys [738 
Manhattan Ave. between 
Norman and Meserole 
avenues in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383-3437]. For info, 
visit www.greenpoint-
toys.com.

For the really exhausted and the very 
deserving mom: Pilo Arts Spa gift 
card, prices vary

Sometimes, the focus can fall on the kids. But remember: mom 
is, quite often, the most important member of the family — so 
make sure she’s happy, too.

Pilo Arts Spa [8412 Third Ave. between 84th and 85th streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 748-7411]. For info, visit www.piloarts.com.
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B U S I N E S S  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

By Camille Sperrazza
When people say they are “going to the the-

ater,” we assume they are off to see a Broadway 
play in Manhattan. 

But don’t make this assumption anymore. 
Brooklyn has it’s own grand entertainment venue 
— the Millennium Theatre in Brighton Beach.

This modern, 1,400-seat venue is already a 
household name among the dynamic Russian-
speaking community, with people from all over 
the tri-state area coming to see shows here, says 
the owner, Dr. Lev Paukman. World-famous art-
ists such as Ray Charles, Jackie Mason, Engelbert 
Humperdinck, as well as violinists Vladimir Spi-
vakov and Yuri Bashmet, have dazzled audiences 
with their performances here. 

Pop performers, and ballet and drama troupes 
from all over the globe have also graced the Mil-
lennium’s stage. Look out, Broadway, because 

Brooklyn is right behind you.
Take the entire family to the Millennium The-

atre for the upcoming holiday season, as lots of 
excitement is planned. There will be circus per-
formances and special carnival shows that will 
delight all. Imagine the thrill of seeing perform-
ers from theatrical productions such as Cirque 
du Soleil, the Moscow Circus, Ringling Bros. 
Circus, and the Imperial Chinese Circus. Santa 
and his elves, magicians, clowns, and more will 
be making appearances at the Millennium The-
atre this winter season. It’s a great way to spend 
some quality time with the family, all at a location 
that’s close to home.

The Millennium will be bringing some holiday 
joy to the families of war heroes, police, and fire-
fighters on Dec. 22. The management has made 
a donation of 1,000 tickets so that these families 
can be part of the Holiday Circus Extravaganza 
held on this date, says Dr. Paukman. 

To the patrons’ delight, the theater is equipped 
with cutting-edge sound and lighting equipment. 

“It includes an extremely powerful, high qual-
ity surround sound system carefully adjusted to 
the dimensions of the theater, capable of infinite 
adjustments to all various kinds of artist line-ups,” 
says Dr. Paukman. “A multi-dimension, comput-
erized stage lighting systems provides dazzling 
light support to any kind of performance, from 
classical ballet to pop and rock concerts.” 

The theater’s professional team of sound, light-
ing and video engineers uses the wonders of this 
modern technology to greatly enhance the excite-
ment of any performance, he says. The perform-
ers appreciate this professional quality. They en-
joy performing here, too, because they have all 
the amenities of a professional backstage area. 

“There are roomy dressing rooms, and all neces-
sary conveniences for performers and their staff,” 
says Dr. Paukman.  

Of course, the theater is designed for the pa-
trons’ comfort as well, with cushy seats, and a 
clean, spacious foyer. It’s a place where everyone 
can feel at home.

The Millennium Theatre is even available for 
your conferences, corporate events, meetings, 
and film screenings. It’s easily accessed by train 
or car. Imagine the impact you can make by hold-

ing an event here. 
“It will bring beauty and excitement into your 

life and business,” says Dr. Paukman. “Millen-
nium Theatre is one of New York’s best multi-
profile venues.”  

Millennium Theatre [1029 Brighton Beach Ave. 
between Brighton 11th Street and Oceana Terrace 
in Brighton Beach, (718) 307-5656]. The box office 
is open 11 am to 8 pm, Mondays through Sundays. 
For additional information, visit www.TheatreMil-
lennium.com.

The 1,400-seat venue is equipped with cutting-edge sound and lighting equipment.

See world-famous artists at the Millennium Theatre in Brighton Beach

World-famous artists such as Ray Charles and 
Jackie Mason have performed at 

the Millennium Theatre in Brighton Beach.
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Bay Ridge Jewish Center
4th Avenue at 81 Street

Sunday, 
December 11, 2011 

9am - 4pm

FREE ADMISSION, refreshments.
 718-836-3103 or office@bayridgejewishcenter.org

Over 40 vendors will sell 

Flea MarketFlea Market

Over 40 vendors will sell

TONY® NOMINEE BEST PLAY
WINNER OUTER CRITICS CIRCLE

The life, laughter 
and love of 
George Burns
and Gracie Allen

Joel Rooks 
 in

FRI, SAT, SUN @ 2PM TELECHARGE.COM OR 212-239-6200
th

“YOU’LL BE  
IN HEAVEN!”

- NY  TIMES

“HILARIOUS!”  
- THE NEW YORKER

SGG_CourierLife_48125x5375.indd   1 9/22/11   7:01:41 PM

Commitment is a funny thing.

AR
T: 

FR
AV

ER

Craig
Bierko

Polly
Draper

Mark
Consuelos

Richard 
Thomas

Beth
Leavel

Harriet
Harris

Written by Mo Gaffney Jordan Harrison Moisés Kaufman  
Joe Keenan Neil LaBute Wendy MacLeod 
Jose Rivera Paul Rudnick Doug Wright

Conceived by Brian Shnipper

Directed by Stuart Ross

T H E  G A Y  M A R R I A G E  P L A Y S

STARRING:

FreedomToMarry.org

Ticketmaster: (800)
StandingOnCeremony.net

STARRING:

SOC.CourierLife.4.8125x11.4C.indd   1 11/7/11   1:19 PM
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2003 Emmons Ave. 
718.332.6064

Ask About Our  Holiday Specials

3861 Nostrand Ave. (Off Ave. Z) Brooklyn, NY 11235 
718-743-5776 or 5777

Lunch Dinner

Watch
Your Sports

Here!

Breakfast

 Kouros Bay Diner

Original
Owners

of
Foursome

Diner
on

Avenue U

114 Bay Ridge Avenue
(Off Colonial Road)

718-833-8865
Open 7 Days  Private Party Rooms

www.casapepe.com

Lobster 
Celebration 

Continues
$30

3 Courses,
30 Combinations

Mejillones Zamoranos - 7 -
fried Prince Edward mussels stuffed w/ shrimp

Pan con Tomate - 4 -
grilled bread rubbed w/ tomato olive oil & garlic
Croquetas de Cangrejo - 7 -

flourless croquette w/ lump crab meat & bell peppers
Patatas Bravas - 6 -

crisp spiced potatoes w/ traditional aioli
Albondigas en Salsa Roja - 7 -

veal meatballs in a spicy tomato sauce
Aguacate Cantabrico - 8 -

hass avocado stuffed gulf shrimp w/ salsa rosa
Pincho de Chorizo - 7 -

chorizo, pearl onions & roasted peppers ✸✸
Now Booking

Holiday
Parties
Call for 

Reservations

Open  
Christmas 

Eve
  &

Christmas  
Day

• Authentic Italian Cuisine Inspired
  By The Sea
• Upscale, Casual Atmosphere
  On The Bay
• Wood-Fired, Brick Oven Specialties

2902 Emmons Avenue
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn
(Just Off The Belt Parkway)

718.332.8494
www.IlFornettoRestaurant.com

On-Premises Parking

A delicious place to dine and unwind

$26.95 dinner prix fixe
Every Day

$13.95 lunch prix fixe
Mon. - Fri. until 4 pm

Unique Waterfront          Dining

Private Party Rooms Available

A delicious place to dine and unwind
Participating 

Restaurant
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“torta” as its called in its native tongue — has 
avocado, onions, tomatoes, jalapenos, refried 
beans, cheese, ham, bacon and eggs.

It’s also a bit bipolar: the pickled jalapenos add 
some spice while the avocado cools the tongue. 
But the frank and bacon combo in its center ulti-
mately beats out all of the other flavors, making 
it a salty, delicious, hot dog colossus.

Puebla Mini-Market [3908 Fifth Ave. between 
39th and 40th streets in Sunset Park; (718) 435-
3326]

Sikorski’s Meat Market
The kielbasa — a scrumptious smoked pork 

sausage, cooked and stored in its own fat, that 
can be eaten by itself, in a sandwich, stew or 
on a bun — is one of Poland’s most significant 

contributions to soci-
ety and humankind, 
and Sikorksi Meat 
Market on Manhattan 
Avenue is a veritable 
kielbasa kingdom. 

Most kielbasi are 
pre-smoked, and can 
be eaten as soon as 
the butcher cuts it. 
There’s weselna, a 
thick, heavily salted 
veal and pork sausage 
hot-smoked in garlic 
and oregano; and 
krakowska, a pork 
sausage smoked in 

garlic, pepper, coriander and all-spice, giving it 
an extra kick, Sikorski’s has whatever type of 
Polish sausage you desire. 

It may not be a traditional hot dog, but 
Sikorski kielbasi — smoky, salty and perfectly 
punctuated with flecks of fat — are so good we 
couldn’t leave them off this list. 

Sikorski Meat Market [603 Manhattan 

Ave. between Driggs and Nassau avenues in 
Greenpoint, (718) 389-6181]. For info, visit www.
sikorskimeat.com

Radegast Hall
If the hot dog has a big bad brother, it has to be 

the bratwurst — a thick spicy beef and pork sau-
sage that’s a menu requirement in any pub or beer 
hall throughout both Germany and Wisconsin.

Radegast Hall on N. Third Street leads the 
pack of bratwurst providers thanks to the careful 
ministrations of executive chef Joanna Kohut, 
who serves up Hofbrauhaus-style brats and weis-
swurst, a minced veal and pork sausage from 
Bavaria.

Radegast Hall 
[113 N. Third St. 
at Berry Street; 
(718) 963-3973]. 
For more informa-
tion, visit www.radeg-
asthall.com

Nathan’s Famous 
Working off a recipe that his wife Ida gave him, 

Polish immigrant Nathan Handwerker opened up 
a small hot dog stand near the Boardwalk in 
1916 — and unexpectedly created an authentic 
American food. Nathan’s hot dogs are so empiri-
cally American that President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt served them to the King and Queen 
of England in 1939. It’s also the frank of choice 
at the renowned Fourth of July International Hot 
Dog Eating Contest. “Nathan’s is not an icon or 
a talisman of America,” explains International 
Federation of Competitive Eating spokesman 
George Shea. “It is America — distilled into an 
entree.”

Nathan’s Famous [1310 Surf Avenue between 
Stillwell Avenue and W. 15th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 946-2705].

— with Alfred Ng, Juliet Linderman and Eli 
Rosenberg

Our guide to the
borough’s best brats

Italian Cuisine • SeafoodItalian Cuisine • Seafood
Call for reservations

718.833.0800
7201 8th Ave.

Bay Ridge

www.NewCornerRestaurant.com
Play N.Y.S. Lottery & Quick Draw

OPEN 7 DAYS
CATERING
FOR ALL

OCCASIONS

Cocktail Lounge
Take Out Orders

Major Credit Cards

Engagements
Bridal Showers

Christenings
Complimentary Glass of Wine or Soda

FOUNDED OVER
75 YEARS AGO BY

Vicenzo Colandrea
THE NEW CORNER RESTAURANT

IS NOW CONCIDERED
A LANDMARK TO VISIT

$19.75 $26.95LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH 
SPECIALSPECIAL
LUNCH 

SPECIAL
Monday - Saturday 12:00 to 3:00

MAXIMUM 8 PEOPLE (EXCEPT HOLIDAYS)

4 Course 
Lobster Dinners

DINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIAL
Monday - Thursday

3:00 to 11:30
MAXIMUM 8 PEOPLE
(EXCEPT HOLIDAYS)

DINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIAL

$24.95
26.95

$29.95
$
Join Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYS$14.75

Monday - Saturday

LITELITELITELITELITE
LUNCHLUNCH

LITE
LUNCH

4 Course 
Fish Dinners

JOIN US ON 
CHRISTMAS EVE, 

NEW YEARS EVE, AND 
NEW YEARS DAY.   SPECIAL 
MENUS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

ARE AVAILABLE.

BEAUTIFULLY 
REMODELED 
PARTY ROOM

Open 7 Days For 
Lunch & Dinner

FREE DELIVERY
4 - 9 pm

Authentic Southern 
Italian Cuisine

718-625-8874    718-797-1907    384 Court Street

Make your reservations for 
Holiday Parties, Christmas 

& New Year’s Eve home catering

Continued from page 39

Filipkowski Krzysztof holds 
two kielbasi at Sikorski Meat 
Market in Greenpoint.

Do you tweet?
Stay current through 

Facebook?
To get the latest in Brooklyn news, check us 

out online at our Twitter and Facebook pages.

Just search for BrooklynDaily

Clemente’s
Maryland  Crab House

www.clementescrabhouse.com
Come in or go online to see our FULL MENU & SPECIALS 

Since 2002, Clemente’s Maryland Crab 
House has been offering a complete dining 
experience. Our menu offers something for 

everyone. We serve only the freshest products, 
and everything is cooked to order. If it’s just a ca-
sual drink that you’re looking for, then our bayside 
Tiki Bar and outdoor lounge is the just the place 
to kick back, and enjoy the picturesque Venice 
Marina. Clemente’s dining room can accommo-
date all private party sizes, so bring your family 
and friends, and let our friendly staff spoil you.

3939 Emmons Ave. (Sheepshead Bay) Brooklyn, N.Y. 718-646-7373

Fresh Florida Stone Crabs 
Now In!!

; ; ;  
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Use our cozy party room with a full service bar or let us cater your home or office party at any location you choose 
Superhuman Hero's with the works $5.95 per person off premises for the Holiday’s 

Whether You are planning a family get together, party, or any special event 

 you owe it to yourself to check out The Peach Pit or call 718-241-4910  

 

Full Menus online: www.millbasindeli.com       www.peachpitcatering.com     

Gift 
Certificates 

 5823 AVENUE T,  BROOKLYN  NY 11234          718.241.4910 

 

 Voted 

Best Pastrami  
in NewYork by 

Daily News 
Readers 2011 

 

 

Brooklyn’s Newest Premiere Kosher Caterers* Located at the Mill Basin Deli * 

Mon-Tues-Wed    $15.95 
Unlimited Cole Slaw and Pickles 

Bowl of Soup du Jour 
1/2 Chicken any style with Potato and Vegetable 

THURSDAY - FRIDAY - SATURDAY 

Unlimited Cole Slaw and Pickles 
Bowl of Soup du Jour  plus Potato and Vegetable 

Chopped Steak $15.95 Skirt Steak $25.95 Rib Steak $28.95 

Visit one of our area locations today!

 

Save $4 
on your next arrangement or box order.

A holiday centerpiece that draws a crowd.

 

 
 

EdibleArrangements.com

  Fruit Experts ®
 Since 1999

Offer valid on select products. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer code 
must be used when placing the order. Offer expires 01/31/2012 Code: BCNG1111

Star of David Celebration™ and Berry Tree Bouquet® with dipped pineapple. ©2011 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved. Available in a variety of sizes. Containers may vary. Franchices available; call 1-888-727-4258 or visit eafranchise.com

5114 Avenue N

347-587-7500
1446 86th Street

718-837-3784
1736 Sheepshead Bay Road

718-535-7909
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Pilo Arts Blow Out 
Holiday Gift Card Sale! 

Receive “2” FREE CERTIFICATES total value $62
Two Blow Outs  w/ Creative Stylist ($31 value each) 

when you purchase a GIFT CARD of $100 or more.

SALE ENDS 12/31/11 
Gift Cards are available for any service, package or dollar amount, 

and for your convenience can be ordered 
 by phone or on the web. 

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of 

Intercoiffure Mondial 
Paris  Tokyo  London New York  Berlin

8412 Third Avenue, Brooklyn N.Y. 

(718) 748-7411 
PILOARTS.COM 

Colour 

Hi-Lights 

Up-Dos 

Cut & Style 

Make-Up 

Facial 

Massage 

Waxing 

One gift card                      

                   outshines them all
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.
1978 - 2011 

“In the holiday season of endless gift cards,
there is the one that she prefers the most- 

a gift card from Pilo Arts.”
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A Truly Unique Dining Experience

718.252.3030
4220 Quentin Road, Marine Park

www.salvirestaurant.com

Cater On/Off Premises
For the Holidays. Call for Info.

Gift Certificates 
Available

Our Friday Lobster Special includes:

718-253-7117
www.nickslobster.com

Fresh Seafood Market

PLACE YOUR HOLIDAY ORDERS NOW
AND RECEIVE 15% OFF YOUR ORDER!

FreshFreshFreshFreshFreshFreshFreshFreshFreshFreshFreshFresh Seafood MarketSeafood MarketSeafood MarketSeafood MarketSeafood MarketSeafood MarketSeafood MarketSeafood MarketSeafood MarketSeafood Market

2777 Flatbush Ave.

Dine in only

Restaurant 
     & Seafood Market

Book Your 
Holiday Party 

Now
Private Room

 Available

 
 

Love Cooking?

Love Italy?

O N E  O F  T H E  W O R L D ’ S  L E A D I N G  C U L I N A R Y  C E N T E R S 

�  �  �  �  �

You’re going to love our exclusive Italian 
culinary study abroad program with 10 weeks  

in New York and 18 weeks in Italy.

Come discover what makes our Italian  
program a “life changing” experience while  
enjoying an incredible chef demonstration,  

and delicious Italian cuisine and wine.

Private tours are available from 6 - 7pm

email: success@intlculcenter.com

Thursday, Dec 15th, 7-8pm
RSVP to 888.324.2433

>Where Successful Chefs Start.™
Italian

I N T E R N A T I O N A L C U L I N A R Y C E N T E R . C O M
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Andrew Templar and Margaret Mittelbach are gearing up for a dead 
animal menagerie at the annual taxidermy contest at the Bell House 
in Gowanus on Dec. 9.

FRI, DEC. 9
FIRE SALE: Books up to 40 percent 

off. Free. PowerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

TOY DRIVE: Annual Christmas ben-
efi t. $15 donation. 6 pm. Sugar 
Hill Restaurant and Supper Club 
[609 Dekalb Ave. at Nostrand 
Avenue in Bedford Stuyvesant, 
(718) 298-1072], www.wbls.com. 

THEATER, CILLIAN MURPHY IN 
“MISTERMAN”: The fourth 
in a series of acclaimed works 
by Enda Walsh. $55 / $70 for 
premium seats. 8 pm. St. Ann’s 
Warehouse [38 Water St. at 
Dock Street in DUMBO, (718) 
254-8779], www.stannsware-
house.org. 

THEATER, “HENRY V”: The 
Irondale Ensemble presents 
Shakespeare drama. $35. 8 pm. 
Irondale Center [85 S. Oxford 
St. at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488-9233], www.
irondale.org. 

THEATER, “A CHRISTMAS 
CAROL”: Narrows Community 
Theater presents its holiday 
production. $20 ($15 seniors and 
students). 8 pm. Fort Hamilton 
Army Base Theater [403 Lee 
Ave at 101st Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 482-3173], www.theateron-
line.com. 

XMAS POP SING-ALONG AND 
SANTA CON PRE-PARTY: $10. 
10 pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. 
at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638-4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

SAT, DEC. 10

PERFORMANCE
DANCE, DANCEWAVE’S HOLI-

DAY FIESTA: $10. 10 am–6 pm. 
Brooklyn Lyceum [227 Fourth 
Ave. at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], www.
brooklynlyceum.com. 

MUSIC, GRETCHEN PARLATO: 
Free. 7 pm. BAMCafe [30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4129], www.
bam.org. 

MUSIC, WIND SYMPHONY HOLI-
DAY FUNDRAISER: $20 sug-
gested donation. 7 pm. Matt 
Torey’s Bar [46 Bushwick Ave. at 
Ainsley Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 218-7646 �]. 

THEATER, CILLIAN MURPHY IN 
“MISTERMAN”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 9. 

THEATER, “HENRY V”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 9. 

THEATER, “A CHRISTMAS 
CAROL”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 9. 

MUSIC, ISABELLE OLIVER: Free. 9 
pm. Tea Lounge [837 Union St. 
at Seventh Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 789-2762], www.tealoung-
eny.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 9. 
SCANDINAVIAN CHRISTMAS 

MARKET: Unique items for sale 
and live entertainment. Free. 
10 am–3 pm. Nordic Delicacies 
[6909 Third Ave. at 70th St. in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 748-5950]. 

OTHER
NY CREATES HOLIDAY CRAFT 

FESTIVAL: 10 am–5 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 9. 

SANTA VISIT: Come shop and take 
a picture with St. Nick. Candy 
Canes to all. $5 (per picture). 11 
am–3 pm. Fairway Red Hook 
[480-500 Van Brunt St. at Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 694-

6868]. 
HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE: With Mi-

chael Showalter, Emma Straub, 
Michael Buckley, David Rees, 
and many more! Free. 11 am–9 
pm. WORD [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383-0096], www.word-
brooklyn.com. 

TREE LIGHTING: St. Finbar’s adult 
and children’s choir will perform 
seasonal favorites. Free. 6:30 
pm. St. Finbar Msgr. Scanlon 
Center [Bath Ave. at Bay 20th St. 
in Bath Beach, (718) 236-3312]. 

SUN, DEC. 11

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “A CHRISTMAS 

CAROL”: 2 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 9. 

MUSIC, PIANO MARATHON: Fea-
turing James Carney, Anthony 
Coleman, Kris Davis, and Yayoi 
Ikawa, among others. $20-$40. 5 
pm–11 pm. Ibeam Music Studio 
(168 Seventh St. between Sec-
ond and Third avenues in Gow-
anus), ibeambrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, UNDERGROUND JAZZ IN 
DITMAS PARK: Head to neigh-
borhood hip spot Sycamore for 
its weekly underground jazz 
series. $10. 8:30 pm. Sycamore 
[1118 Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster roads 
in Ditmas Park, (347) 240-5850], 
www.sycamorebrooklyn.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 9. 

OTHER
BASEBALL TRYOUTS: Brooklyn 

Bulldogs hosting open auditions 
for 2012 travel teams for children 
9-13 years old. Pre-registration 
of tryout time required. Free. 
9:45 am–6 pm. Brooklyn Collab-
orative School (610 Henry St. be-
tween Third and Fourth places 
in Carroll Gardens), www.78pyc.
org. 

NY CREATES HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FESTIVAL: 10 am–5 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 9. 

SANTA VISIT: 11 am–3 pm. See Sat-
urday, Dec. 10. 

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE: 11 am–9 
pm. See Saturday, Dec. 10. 

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE: Free. 2 
pm–4 pm. Word [126 Franklin St. 
at Milton Street in Greenpoint, 
(718)383-0096], www.word-
brooklyn.com. 

“A MURRAY LITTLE CHRISTMAS” 
SHOW: $25. 7:30 pm. Knit-
ting Factory [361 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Havemeyer Street in 
Williamsburg, (347) 529-6696], 
ny.knittingfactory.com. 

MON, DEC. 12
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 9. 
FILM, “PINGU”: A “Big Movies for 

Little Kids” favorite. $7. 4 pm. 
Cobble Hill Cinema [265 Court 
St. between Butler & Douglass 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 596-
9113], www.cobblehilltheatre.
com�. 

TREE LIGHTING: Christmas carol-
ing, hot chocolate and a special 
visit from Saint Nick. Free. 6:30 
pm. Ft. Hamilton Memorial Tri-
angle [95th St. at Fourth Avenue 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 238-6044]. 

TALK, POSTER BOY!: Free. 7:30 
pm. Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 302-3770], 
www.petescandystore.com. 

MUSIC, JAMIE BAUM SEPTET: 
$15. 8 pm. Roulette [509 Atlantic 
Ave. between Third Avenue and 
Nevins Street in Boerum Hill, 
(212) 219-8242], www.roulette.

org. 
MUSIC, MONDAY NIGHT VINYL: 

A bring-your-own-record spin-
ning party with guest DJs Dan 
Selzer and Nate the K. Free. 10 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

TUES, DEC. 13
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 9. 
MUSIC, JERKS AND JAMS: Grab 

your instruments and head down 
to the “old-time” jam. Free. 7:30 
pm. Brooklyn Farmacy and Soda 
Fountain [513 Henry St. between 
Sackett and Union streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 522-6260], 
brooklynfarmacy.blogspot.
com/2011/10/tuesday-night-old-
time-musical-jam.html. 

THEATER, CILLIAN MURPHY IN 
“MISTERMAN”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 9. 

MUSIC, AMY X NEUBURG WITH 
CORY SMYTHE: $15. 8 pm. Rou-
lette [509 Atlantic Ave. between 
Third Avenue and Nevins Street 
in Boerum Hill, (212) 219-8242], 
www.roulette.org. 

A FUNDRAISER — WITH COCK-
TAILS!: In support of autism 
research. $100. 8:30 pm. Russo’s 
on the Bay (162-45 Cross Bay 
Blvd. between 162nd and 163rd 
streets in Howard Beach), www.
mytimeinc.org. 

WED, DEC. 14
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 9. 
HOLIDAY PARTY: Live music, re-

freshments and celebrate the 
community. Sponsored by the 
Brooklyn Chapter of NAREB. 
Unwrapped toys or clothing (or 
$20 donation). 6–10:30 pm. My 
Sweets [1103 Fulton St. at Claver 
Place in Bedford Stuyvesant, 
(917) 740-7367]. 

THEATER, CILLIAN MURPHY IN 
“MISTERMAN”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 9. 

MUSIC, FAVOURITE SONS, BIRD 
DONG, CAR ON THE MOON: 
$10. 8:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

THURS, DEC. 15
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 9. 
CRAFT BEER BAR MITZVAH!: 

Celebrating Schmaltz Beer and 
He’brew. Free. 7 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666-3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

THEATER, “A CHRISTMAS 
CAROL, OY! HANUKKAH, 
MERRY KWANZAA (HAPPY 
RAMADAN)”: Presented by 
the Czechoslovak-American 
Marionette Theater. Suitable for 
children 5 and older. $20 ($12 
children). 7 pm. Clockwork Pup-
pet Theater [196 Columbia St. 
between Sackett and DeGraw 
streets in Red Hook, (212) 868-

4444], www.smarttix.com. 
THEATER, CILLIAN MURPHY IN 

“MISTERMAN”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 9. 

MUSIC, DANNY SHER: Free. 9 pm. 
Tea Lounge [837 Union St. at 
Seventh Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 789-2762], www.tealoung-
eny.com. 

FRI, DEC. 16
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 9.
THEATER, “A CHRISTMAS 

CAROL, OY! HANUKKAH, 
MERRY KWANZAA (HAPPY 
RAMADAN)”: 7 pm. See Thurs-
day, Dec. 15. 

MUSIC, DANI ELLIOTT: Free. 7 
pm. BAMCafe [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, CILLIAN MURPHY IN 
“MISTERMAN”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 9. 

MUSIC, CHAMBER MUSIC CON-
CERT: $30. 8 pm. Chapel of the 
First Unitarian Church [48 Pierre-
pont St. at Hicks Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 624-5466], 
fuub.org. 

SAT, DEC. 17

PERFORMANCE
TTHEATER, “A CHRISTMAS 

CAROL, OY! HANUKKAH, 
MERRY KWANZAA (HAPPY 
RAMADAN)”: 4 and 7 pm. See 
Thursday, Dec. 15. 

MUSIC, SAM KININGER BAND: 
Free. 7 pm. BAMCafe [30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4129], www.
bam.org. 

THEATER, CILLIAN MURPHY IN 
“MISTERMAN”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 9. 

MUSIC, OUT TO LUNCH — THE 
MUSIC OF ERIC DOLPHY WITH 
THE RUSS JOHNSON QUIN-
TET: $15. 8 pm. Roulette [509 
Atlantic Ave. between Third 
Avenue and Nevins Street in 
Boerum Hill, (212) 219-8242], 
www.roulette.org. 

MUSIC, KINGS COUNTY ALL-
STAR CHRISTMAS SHOW: Free. 
9 pm. Tea Lounge [837 Union St. 
at Seventh Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 789-2762], www.tealoung-
eny.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 9. 
SCANDINAVIAN CHRISTMAS 

MARKET: 10 am–3 pm. See Sat-
urday, Dec. 10. 

OTHER
WORKSHOP, JOB TRAINING: 

10 am—1 pm. See Saturday, 
Dec. 10. 

JINGLE BELL JAMBOREE: Holiday 
concert and singalong. $5-$10. 7 
pm. Congregation Beth Elohim 
(274 Garfi eld Pl. at Eighth Av-
enue in Park Slope), www.park-
slopeciviccouncil.org. 

ACTIVE VIEWING HOUR: 8 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 16.

Who can you always count on when you’re in a 
bind and need a good book? Your neighborhood 
bookstore, of course, whose employees read all the 

newest books before you do. That’s why we’re running this 
semi-regular column featuring must-reads, handpicked and 
written about by the staff at some of our favorite independent 
bookstores in Brooklyn.

The BookMark Shoppe’s pick:
“I Feel Bad About My Neck”

Nora Ephron may be best know for 
her screenplays such as Julie & Julia and 
Sleepless in Seattle; but her memoirs on 
reflections of being a woman are laugh 
out loud hilarious. I feel bad about my 
neck. Truly I do. If you saw my neck, 
you might feel bad about it too, but 
you’d probably be too polite to let 
on... Each chapter contains a different 
thought or reflection, filled with com-
plete sarcasm and wit. It doesn’t matter at what point you 
are in your life, I Feel Bad About My Neck will strike a cord in 
your heart and a chuckle in your chest.

— Bina Valenzano, co-owner, The BookMark Shoppe [8415 
Third Ave. between 84th and 85th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833-5115].

Greenlight’s pick:
“The Art of Fielding”

For fans of early John Irving (The 
Prayer of Owen Meany), The Art of 
Fielding is a must read. Set on a small 
college campus in the midwest, it fol-
lows Henry Skrimshander, a base-
ball phenom, and his teammates as 
they navigate those turbulent years 
between childhood and adulthood. 
Harbach’s characters are rich, engaging, and 
so satisfying to get to know. Much like Irving’s, Harbach’s 
work will stay with you for a long, long time. At least it did 
for me! --- Emily.

— Jessica Bagnulo, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246-0200].

WORD’s pick:
“11/22/63”

11/22/63 is my favorite King book 
in recent memory, and is perfect for 
long-time fans as well as folks who 
have somehow managed to make it to 
adulthood without picking up IT or 
CARRIE. King’s gone to two of the 
driest wells in literature — time travel 
and the JFK assassination — and, 
pulling from them, developed a book 
so good that I spent an entire day in 
my pajamas, swearing to get up and get 
dressed as soon as I finished the chapter I was on. Though 
he’s known for his demon pets and paranormal visitations, 
King’s really at his finest when he’s examining the minor 
everyday horrors of adult life, and this book gives him many 
opportunities to do so. Expansive, bold, and heart-wrenching.

—  Stephanie Anderson, manager, WORD [126 Franklin St. 
at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383-0096].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores

“I Feel Bad About My Neck”
Nora Ephron may be best know for 

her screenplays such as Julie & Julia and 
Sleepless in Seattle; but her memoirs on 
reflections of being a woman are laugh 

plete sarcasm and wit. It doesn’t matter at what point you 

For fans of early John Irving (The 
Prayer of Owen Meany), The Art of 
Fielding is a must read. Set on a small 

Harbach’s characters are rich, engaging, and 
so satisfying to get to know. Much like Irving’s, Harbach’s 

11/22/63 is my favorite King book 
in recent memory, and is perfect for 
long-time fans as well as folks who 
have somehow managed to make it to 

my pajamas, swearing to get up and get 
dressed as soon as I finished the chapter I was on. Though 
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Cappuccino Café

718-989-8951
7721 3rd Avenue

Bay Ridge Brooklyn

718-989-8951
11am - 11pm Sun.–Thurs.

11am - 1am Fri. & Sat.
Free Delivery

Price Includes

Choice of Beverage
Soda, Bottle Water, Coffee, Tea, Cappuccino Cafe

Cafe Club Sandwich-Triple Decker with Ham, Cheese
Turkey Bacon, Lettuce, Tomato with Fresh Cut French Fries
Cafe Burger-Bacon, Cheeseburger with Lettuce, Tomato 
Pickle & Onion served with Fresh Cut French Fries

Grilled Chicken on Nan Bread with Basil and 
Olive Spread, with Garden Greens & Raspberry Vinaigrette

Served with Caesar Salad & Fresh 
Cut French Fries

Turkey and Ham with Swiss 
Cheese served in a Garlic Herb Tortilla

Julienne Sliced Chicken, Bacon Garden 
Greens, Tomato and Honey Dijon Dressing on a Flat Tortilla

Breaded Chicken Fingers, 
Franks, Hot Sauce, Blue Cheese, Lettuce and Diced Tomato, 
Celery served in a Flat Tortilla

Brownie or Cookies

  Y
ou

r P
lace       Our Place

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

LIVE MUSIC

KARAOKE

Thursday, Dec. 8 - Paul De Wolfe - 7 pm
and Kathleen The Psychic

Friday, Dec. 9 - Radio Daze - 10 pm
Saturday, Dec. 10 - Frankie Marra - 10 pm
Sunday, Dec. 11 - Martin McQuade - 6 pm

Value up to $16 with your party of 4 or more
Redeem Your Free Dinner, Within a Month

Before or After Your Actual Birthday!

CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER
Choice of Appetizer

 Caesar Salad  Eggplant Rolletini  Fried Calamari  Pasta du Jour
Dinner Salad  Stuffed Mushrooms  Seafood Salad  Soup du Jour

Choice of Entrée
Grilled Boneless Shell Steak 12 oz. Cut - add $8.00
Shrimp Scampi with White Wine Lemon Garlic Sauce

Chicken Parmigiana or Francaise Style
Seafood Fra Diavlo Over Angel Hair Pasta (Mild or Spicy)

Penne Vodka with Grilled Chicken
Cold Water Salmon with Citrus Chive Sauce

Roast Loin of Pork Served with Baconkraut and Bass Ale Gravy
Filet of Sole Oreganata Style - add $8.00

                  Choice of Dessert
                   Ice Cream  Fresh Fruit Plate

                     Chocolate Mousse  Apple Strudel  Tiramisu
                   Cheesecake   COFFEE OR TEA

       $3500
 
PLUS TAX & GRATUITY

Kids Menu
Chicken Parmigiana or Chicken Nuggets with French Fries

  $14.95 Per Child Plus Tax and Gratuity

Early Seatings
4 pm, 5 pm, 6 pm, 7 pm, 8 pm 

CHAMPAGNE TOAST
$3800

 

Midnight Seatings
9:30 pm & 10:00 pm 

OPEN BAR
DJ & Dancing

Hats & Noisemakers
Champagne Toast

$8500

Choice of Appetizer
Lasagna Bolognese  Fried Calamari  Soup Du Jour

Stuffed Mushrooms  Caesar Salad  Grand House Salad

Choice of Entrée
Boneless Roasted Long Island Duckling

 With Orange Grand Marnier or Raspberry Chambord Sauce
Broiled Salmon with Champagne Dill Sauce

Grilled Boneless Shell Steak
Topped With Herb Butter or Au`Poive Sauce

Chicken Kiev
Stuffed with Fresh Mozzarella, Garlic & Herb Butter, Breaded,

Baked and Topped with Wild Mushroom, Sherry Sauce
Shrimp Stuffed with Crabmeat

Baked with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter
All Entrees Served with Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetable

              Choice of Dessert
Chocolate Mousse  Cheesecake  Assorted 
Ice Cream  Apple Strudel  Brownie Overload
                Tiramisu  Coffee  Tea  Decaf

PLUS 
TAX & GRATUITY

PLUS 
TAX & GRATUITY

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATION

 

 
              

 

 Serving Brunch
on New Year’s Day

NOW BOOKING
Your Office & Family

Holiday Parties

NOW BOOKING
Your Office & Family

Holiday Parties

Serving Brunch
on New Year’s Day
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QUALITY PRE-OWNED CAN COST LESS!

ALTIMA2010
NISSAN

$$1414,995995$14,995
*

4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alarm. Stk#780070. 49K Miles!

*Tax, tags, doc & MV fees additional. Prices include all Factory rebates & incentives. ^1.99% APR financing with credit approval on select CPO vehicles; see dealer for details. Photo for illustration purposes only.
See dealer for complete details. Subject to credit approval. Ad offers cannot be combined. Not responsible for errors or omissions. All ad Offers expire 72 hours after publication.NYSDMV7068638. NYSDCA0888893

Koeppel Always Delivers Top QualityPre-Owned Vehicles...

ALL vehicles come with 5-DAY EXCHANGE POLICY.ALL vehicles come with 6 MONTH/6,000 MILE WARRANTY.ALL vehicles come with OWNER MANUALS & 2 SETS OF KEYS.ALL vehicles come with CARFAX REPORT.

KOEPPEL HAS AN

A+RATING!

PRE-OWNEDADVANTAGEADVANTAGEADVANTAGE
PRE-OWNED

75-10 NORTHERN BLVD.,
QUEENS, NEW YORK

877-247-1979
KoeppelAutos.com

Visit Our Truck Lot

77-15 Northern Blvd.
Queens, New York

OVER 50 CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED NISSANS TO CHOOSE FROM!

Financing
Available^
1.99%APRAS

LOW
AS

GUARANTEED
CREDIT CENTER!

DRIVE YOUR BAD
CREDIT AWAY!
BANKRUPTCIES AND

FORECLOSURES WELCOME!

YYOOUU’’RREE  AAPPPPRROOVVEEDD!!

If you make $1500 per month
Have a valid state I.D.
Can prove income & residence…CALL OUR TOLL-FREE 

CREDIT HOTLINE 1-888-876-8364 ASK FOR
CYNTHIA

1
2
3

2010 NISSAN 370Z TOURING
CERTIFIED! 6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Alloys, Spoiler, Leather. Stk#UN2366. 4K Miles!

$29,995*

2011 NISSAN ARMADA SV 4X4
Green, Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780257. 18K Miles!

$31,995*

2011 NISSAN MAXIMA
Leather, Sunroof, P/W, P/L, Auto., CD Player. Stk#UN2586. 10K Miles!

$26,995*

2010 ACURA TL
Automatic, Leather, Sunroof, P/Windows, P/Locks. Stk#UN2606. 20K Miles!

$28,495*

2011 HYUNDAI ELANTRA TOURING
Red, 4 Cylinder, Auto., Sunroof, P/W, P/L. Stk#UN2748. 11K Miles!

$15,695*

2010 NISSAN VERSA 
1.8L Engine, P/W, P/L, D/Airbags, AM/FM/CD. Stk#UN2712. 45K Miles!

$12,495*

2002 NISSAN MAXIMA SE
Gray, Sunroof, Automatic, P/W, P/L, A/C. Stk#UN2672. 58K Miles!

$8,995*

2011 NISSAN ROGUE S 4X4
Automatic, P/W, P/Locks, Cruise, CD Player. Stk#780262. 19K Miles!

$19,995*

2009 MERCEDES C300 SPORT
4MATIC! P/Windows, P/Locks, Cruise, CD Player. Stk#UN2598. 26K Miles!

$28,995*

2010 HONDA CR-V
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Sunroof. Stk#UN2408. 19K Miles!

$20,895*

2010 DODGE CHARGER SXT
6 Cylinder, Auto., CD Player, P/W, P/L. Stk#780142. 30K Miles!

$16,995*

2009 MAZDA5 SPORT
Automatic, P/W, P/L, D/Airbags, CD Player. Stk#UN2376. 41K Miles!

$11,995*

2011 CHEVY TAHOE 4X4
8 Cylinder, Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780130. 29K Miles!

$33,995*

ALLOYS!

2009 MERCURY MARINER 
Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780084. 78K Miles!

$11,995*
SPORT
EDITION 

GREAT
CONDITION!

4WD!

REARVIEW
CAMERA!CERTIFIED! 4X4!

LIKE
NEW!

2010 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY LWB
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys. Stk#780112. 29K Miles!

$17,895*
LOW

MILES!

LOW
MILES!

LOW
MILES!

LIKE
NEW!HATCHBACK!

LOW
MILES!
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
For the most part, Poly 

Prep doesn’t dwell on last 
season’s ending.

The Blue Devils fell two 
wins short of a New York 
State Association of Inde-
pendent Schools Athletic 
Association Class C girls 
basketball title to com-
plete one of the best sea-
sons in program history. 
Coach Mike Junsch called 
his team’s semifi nal loss to 
eventual champion Staten 
Island Academy one of the 
worst games they played. 
Poly, usually an 80-percent 
free throw team, missed 
key shots at the line down 
the stretch and the Tigers 
didn’t.

“I don’t call it free throws 
anymore,” he said. “I call it 
Study Hall. When we shoot 
free throws you can’t talk. 
The kids get a chance to 
shoot free throws and they 
kind of think it’s a rest pe-
riod. … When we shoot free 
throws at practice I want 
us to think about what hap-
pened last year.”

This year’s version of 
the Blue Devils, the two-
time defending Ivy League 
champions, will again rely 
on their shooting. The bulk 
of its rebound and size from 
last season in six-foot-four 
center Lily Donahue and 
forward Cherkira Lashley 
are both playing at Wes-
leyan, leaving Jessica Dalh-
dorf and fi ve-foot-10 forward 
Anna Lisa Westfi eld to fi ll 
the void in the paint.

“She is going to have to 
rebound for us,” Junsch said 
of Dalhdorf. “She is going to 
have to be aggressive with 
the ball inside the paint. 
She’s got carte blanche to 

shoot the three. She has the 
potential in our league to be 
an impact player.”

He has a trio of return-
ing players highlighted by 
senior guard Katie Friel. 
She can score in bunches 
and take over games for 
stretches. Friel and junior 
guard Kerri Saputo com-
bined to hit over a 100 three-
pointers last season. Junior 
wing Jacquie Kennedy is 
a versatile player who can 
score inside and out and de-
fend guards and posts.

“She is shooting the ball 
better,” the coach said of 
Kennedy. “She is going to 

the basket better.”
Junsch believes his team 

is going to need to be more 
up-tempo than it was a year 
ago, without a signifi cant 
post presence. The Blue 
Devils knocked off St. Fran-
cis Prep last season by slow-
ing the game down. Guards 
Clara Miles and Bonnie Mai 
should also see time.

“We are going to try to 
push the ball down the fl oor 
and take as many shots as 
we can,” he said.

Winning a third straight 
league title and claiming an 
elusive state crown for this 
group won’t get any easier. 

New York State Associa-
tion of Independent Schools 
Athletic Association fi nal-
ist and second-place Hack-
ley returns the bulk of its 
squad. Horace Mann should 
be a threat with star guard 
Madison Gordon, Trinity 
returns a solid core and 
Riverdale, Fieldston and 
Dalton’s teams should be 
much improved.

“I think the league is go-
ing to be a lot more competi-
tive this year,” Junsch said. 
“We are not going to domi-
nate the league. I think we 
got as good a shot as any-
body to win.”

• ‘[Beating the Hornets] was 
like revenge, if that’s what 
you want to call it.’

• ‘We’re going to get 
to the number one 
ranking this year.’

Poly Prep’s Katie Friel dashes past Riverdale’s Lindsay Weissman. Photo by Denis Gostev

Lincoln denies 
Midwood comeback 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Lincoln considers no 

leads safe any more.
In last season’s playoffs 

the Railsplitters watched 
Midwood rally from a 17-
point third quarter defi -
cit to stun them at home 
in the second round. A 
banged-up Hornets team 
visited Coney Island for 
the fi rst time since then 
and a more mature Lin-
coln club shut down mul-
tiple attempts at a rally.

“Last year we got too 
comfortable with our 
lead,” Lincoln coach Titi 
Hodges said. “This year I 
told them a 15-point lead 
is nothing to us — always 
look at it as a two posses-
sion game. They kept that 
hunger in them to pull 
this game out.”

Simone Roberts pro-
vided the answers in the 
third quarter when the 
Hornets got as close as 
nine points and in the 
fourth quarter Janera 
Roper put the fi nish-
ing touches on Lincoln’s 
58–41 win over Midwood 
in Public School Athlet-
ics League Brooklyn AA 
Group 1 girls basketball 
last Wednesday.

Shaquella Figeroa 
scored 11 of her 17 points 
in the fi rst quarter. Roper 
had 16 points, including 
three treys, and seven 
boards. Roberts had 13 
points, including three 
treys, seven rebounds and 
seven assists.

“It means a lot to us,” 
Figueroa said. “[Beating 
the Hornets] was like re-
venge, if that’s that you 
want to call it.”

Midwood (0–3) cut a 
31–19 halftime defi cit to 
nine points with four min-
utes left in the third quar-
ter when Ashley Desir fed 
Amina Markovic for the 

score. Roberts put down 
a fl oater and then fi n-
ished off a quick 7–0 with 
a three-pointer from the 
right corner to help the 
Railsplitters (3–0) take a 
42–28 lead into the fourth 
quarter.

The Hornets pulled 
within 49–39 with four 
minutes to play on a Kyla 
Formey three-pointer. 
Roper would score the 
next seven Lincoln points, 
including a trey from the 
left side with two minutes 
remaining to seal it.

Midwood played the 
game heavily short-
handed. Star guard Cam-
era Miley sat out for pre-
cautionary measures 
after she was hit in the 
nose in the last game. Ker-
slyn Fenelus and Amber 
Rivera are both dealing 
with sprained ankles. De-
spite the injuries, Hornets 
coach Mike Moore was im-
pressed with his younger 
player’s fi ght.

“In order for us to come 
in here and upset them we 
would have had to of been 
at full strength,” he said.

It left Midwood with 
star junior Monet Keane 
Dawes, who had nine 
points on three treys 
and did an admirable job 
against the Lincoln pres-
sure, but early turnovers 
put them in a quick 15–6 
hole midway through the 
fi rst quarter. Breanna 
Maresca and Markovic 
added eight points each 
for the Hornets, but there 
was no late rally this time 
around.

“We fi gured if we keep 
the pressure going from 
the start of the game to 
the end it would be a bet-
ter game,” Figueroa said. 
“We don’t want to slack on 
any team. They could have 
caught up anytime.”

— Lincoln’s Shaquella Figeroa — South Shore’s Wayne Martin

Poly Prep Lady Devils 
back among Ivy’s elite
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2010 MAZDA
CX-7 SPORT

$$16,000000$16,000
*

CERFIFIED! Automatic, Climate Control, Traction Control,
Moonroof, Airbags, ABS, P/W, P/M, P/L, Alloys & Much More!

Stk#MU1986. ONLY 7K Miles!

WWW.KOEPPELMAZDA.COM
57-01 NORTHERN BLVD., QUEENS

1-888-340-7378IC
IPA
L CREDIT

WWW.KOEPPELVW.COM
57-15 NORTHERN BLVD., QUEENS

ONLY 2
MILES FROM
THE 59TH ST.

BRIDGE

1-866-896-1111

HOURS:
MON-THUR 9-9,
FRI 9-7, SAT 9-7
OPEN SUNDAY

11AM-5PM
PARTS DEPT OPEN SATURDAY

FROM 9AM-1:00PM

*Prices include applicable rebates and incentives. All rebates subject to qualification. Tax, tags, doc & MV fees and $795 dealer preparation additional. Retail prices based on current Kelley Blue book. Prices subject to change. Photos are for
illustration purposes only. All advertised vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Ad offers cannot be combined. Offer expires 7 days after pub. date.VW-NYSDMV#7068638. NYSDCA#0918152. MAZDA-NYSDMV#7097757. NYSDCA#1175356.

––––– NO CREDIT REJECTED! –––––

1-800-476-1753
✔ SECURE ✔ SIMPLE

✔ SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

DON’T GET
STUCK IN

THE SNOW!

OVER 50
CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED

TRUCKS
THE

2002 HYUNDAI
TUCSON

AWD! Auto, A/C, CD Player,
ABS, P/W, P/L & Much More!
Stk#MU1890. ONLY 53K Miles!

$12,000
*

2008 MAZDA
CX-7

AWD! Auto, A/C, ABS, Cruise,
P/W, P/L & Much More!

Stk#U7774. ONLY 68K Miles!

$14,000
*

2007 NISSAN
MURANO

AWD! Auto, Leather, P/Seats, A/C,
CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much
More! Stk#U7823. ONLY 45K Miles!

$16,000
*

2004 VW
TOUREG

AWD! V8, Leather, Alloys, Auto, A/C,
CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much
More! Stk#U7792. ONLY 67K Miles!

$17,000
*

2006 NISSAN
ROUGE

AWD! Auto, A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W,
P/L & Much More! Stk#U7736.

ONLY 12K Miles!

$16,000
*

2010 MAZDA
CX-7

CERTIFIED! AWD! Leather, Alloys, Auto,
A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much
More! Stk#MU1931. ONLY 15K Miles!

$19,000
*

2009 TOYOTA
RAV 4

AWD! Auto, A/C, CD Player,
ABS, P/W, P/L & Much More!
Stk#U7811. ONLY 6K Miles!

$20,000
*

2008 JEEP
WRANGLER X
AWD! Hard & Soft Top! Automatic, Climate

Control, Traction Control, Airbags, ABS, P/W, P/M,
P/L & Much More! Stk#MU1983. ONLY 66K Miles!

$18,000
*

2010 VW
TIGUAN SEL
AWD! CERTIFIED! Automatic, Navigation, Moonroof,

Leather/Heated Seats, Alloys, Traction Control, Airbags, ABS,
P/W, P/M, P/L & Much More! Stk#U7861. ONLY 14K Miles!

$29,000
*

2009 MAZDA
CX-9

CERTIFIED! AWD! Heated Seats, Leather,
Alloys, Auto, A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L &
Much More! Stk#MU1937. ONLY 45K Miles!

$24,000
*

2010 MAZDA
CX-7

CERTIFIED! AWD! Auto, A/C, Moonroof,
Leather, Alloys, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L &
Much More! Stk#MU1910. ONLY 4K Miles!

$29,000
*

2008 MERCEDES
ML320 CDI
DIESEL! AWD! Nav, Powerlift Gate, Heated Seats,
Reverse Camera, Auto, A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W,
P/L & Much More! Stk#U7829. ONLY 30K Miles!

$35,000
*
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the unconscious 
play of Transit 
Tech guard Fabian 
MacDonald. The 
junior racked up 15 
points by halftime 
and nearly equaled 
that in the third 
quarter alone, scor-
ing 12.

MacDonald bur-
ied a 3-pointer fol-
lowed by a steal 
and a layup after 
just 40 seconds of 
play to begin the 
fourth quarter, giv-
ing Transit Tech 
a four point lead, 
their largest lead of 
the game. The two 
squads traded bas-
kets until the time 
remaining went 
from minutes to 
seconds.

With 14 seconds 
left, MacDonald 
buried a fadeaway 
jump shot from the top of 
the key in the face of a de-
fender, giving Transit Tech 
a one-point lead and the 
guard two of his game-high 

36 points. South Shore for-
ward Shamiek Sheppard 
was fouled with one second 
left while driving to the bas-
ket and hit one of two from 

the stripe to hold off the 
Transit Tech charge and 
send the game to overtime.

“It’s really hard to lose 
a tough game like this, but 
I feel like this will build 
our confi dence as a team as 
well as my own confi dence,” 
MacDonald said. “We can 
play with any team – Lin-
coln, South Shore, anyone. 
And we’re only going to get 
better.”

His coach agreed.
“Fabian was terrifi c to-

day,” added Mike Perazzo. 
“The kids are tough and 
expect to win every game. 
This isn’t the result we 
wanted, but I’m proud of 
our guys. We will get better, 
that’s for sure.”

But no matter how good 
Transit Tech gets, Wayne 
Martin believes that his 
new team will be better this 
season than his old team, as 
well as every other team in 
the city.

“We’re going to get to the 
number one ranking this 
year,” he said. 

“No doubt we’re going to 
get there.”

The regularly scheduled column is being preempted this week because our pigskin pontifi cator 
Ida Eisenstein is 50 miles off the coast of the village of Vestbygda, studying population decline 
in Scomber scombrus, the Atlantic mackerel, for the Institute of Marine Research. 
As her closest friends know, Eisenstein and mackerel have long had a complicated relationship, 
and her time in the North Sea makes her both tranquil, and ornery as a polecat.
We found that out when we caught up with Eisensetin, who promised us tales of a great fi sh as 
long as 20 horses, and then threatened to pierce our dinghy with an ivory-tipped harpoon. 
It all made perfect sense, given her inspiration of the week, courtesy of Soviet leader Nikita 
Khrushchev: “If one cannot catch a bird of paradise, better take a wet hen.”

IDA’S PICKS:
Giants (+4), Raiders (+12), Lions (-7.5), Saints (-5.5), 
Dolphins (-3.5), Patriots (-8), Panthers (+3.5), Jag-
uars (+1), 49ers (-4), Bills (+6), Seahawks (-6.5), 
Steelers (-13.5).

IDA’S BREAKOUTS:
Jets (-9.5) over Chiefs:
“They’re working hard.”
Ravens (-15) over Colts:
“I feel bad for the Colts.”
Texans (+2.5) over Bengals:
“They lost fi ve players and they’re still hanging 
in there.”

IDA’S KRYPTONITE LOCK OF THE WEEK:
Broncos (-3.5) over Bears:
“That guy Tebow keeps winning.”

98-87-6, 9-4 on Kryptonite Lock of the Week.

5),
g-

5), 

Ida Eisenstein:

Without Ida there is madness!

BY CHRISTOPHER BARCA
It was a sort of homecom-

ing for South Shore forward 
Wayne Martin.

“Today was great,” the 
senior said. “I wanted to 
throw the ball down their 
throats today. I wanted to 
shut the crowd up and beat 
them.”

Just two minutes af-
ter glaring into the hostile 
crowd with a look of accom-
plishment after his layup 
extended South Shore’s lead 
to four, Martin, who trans-
ferred last year from Tran-
sit Tech, dunked the ball 
with authority as the buzzer 
sounded to end overtime.

He scored fi ve of South 
Shore’s last seven points, 
propelling the Vikings to a 
64–61 overtime victory over 
the Express in Public School 
Athletic League Brooklyn 
AA boys basketball last 
Thursday in Brooklyn. 
Martin also scored a team-
leading 23 points.

“I had extra motiva-
tion today, playing my old 
school, so I wanted the ball 
in my hands at the end,” 
Martin said. “But we won 
as a team. Today we showed 
that we can fi nish against 
good teams. Last year that 
was a problem, but not this 
year.”

Tied with just three 
minutes remaining in over-
time, Martin took over. Af-
ter being fouled on a layup 
attempt, he sank one of two 
free throws to give South 
Shore a two-point lead. Fol-
lowing a Transit Tech turn-
over, the senior laid the ball 
off the glass for a layup with 
just 1:30 left to extend the 
lead to four.

To the crowd’s displea-
sure, Martin jogged down 
the court with his head 
high, clapping and yell-
ing toward the people he 
called his classmates just 
two years ago. One fi nal 
steal and a powerful dunk 
later and South Shore both 
avoided an upset and show-
cased its heart at the same 
time.

“This whole team has 
that closer mentality,” Mar-
tin said. “We showed our 
toughness out there, too. 
I’m happy for this team.”

After trailing for the 
fi rst 80 seconds of the game, 
South Shore maintained 
a steady, if slim, lead until 
the fourth quarter, despite 

South Shore’s Wayne Martin reaches for 
a basket against his former team, Transit 
Tech, on Dec. 1.  Photo by Lauren Marsh

Martin leads South Shore

Telecommunications High School head coach Charles Young 
was named the All-Brooklyn girls soccer Coach of the Year.

Photo by William Thomas

All-Brooklyn 
girls soccer 

honors
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Brooklyn again brought 
us some of the city’s top 
players and a few champi-
onships along the way.

Goldstein’s Pamela 
Wishart (Army) and Pack-
er’s Shannon Rhodes (Vil-
lanova) both committed to 
Division I schools. It was 
St. Ann’s, however, which 
arguably had the bor-
ough’s best season, losing 
just once and winning the 
Athletic Association of In-
dependent Schools title.

Telecommunications 
also brought home some 
hardware as the Brook-
lyn B-VII winner and the 
Public School Athletic 
League Class B champion, 
topping resurgent James 
Madison. Fort Hamilton 
and Brooklyn Tech each 
won division crowns and 
Poly Prep was one of the 
city’s hottest teams late.

Player of the Year

 Jo Haller, St. Ann’s
Haller made certain 

she and her fellow seniors 
had a memorable fi nal sea-
son at the small all-girls 
private school. The mid-
fi elder netted 27 goals and 
dished out 19 assists, help-
ing to lead the Steamers to 
an unbeaten Athletic As-
sociation of Independent 
Schools title and their 
second postseason crown 
in the last three seasons. 
She helped set an early 
tone with two goals in a 

win over rival Packer, had 
an assist and was brought 
down in the box to set up 
a penalty kick to help St. 
Ann’s top Staten Island 
Academy and helped lead 
a comeback in an over-
time loss to Ivy League 
power Dalton in a New 
York State Association of 
Independent Schools Ath-
letic Association opening 
round game. 

Coach of the Year

Charles Young,
Telecommunications
It was an historic sea-

son for Telecommunica-
tions and Young has helped 
build the program from a 
team that struggled to com-
pete into the Public School 
Athletic League Class B 
champions. The title and 
the Brooklyn-B-VII divi-
sion crown were the fi rst 
in program history and 
they didn’t come easy hav-
ing to beat James Madison 
in three of their four meet-
ings to do so. Young helped 
players like senior Sayla 
Flores develop into one of 
the Public School Athletic 
League’s top goal scorers 
and he proudly watched 
senior goalie Maureen Mc-
Carthy be the hero of the 
shoot-out in the fi nal.

First team
Jessica Dalhdorf, 

Poly Prep

There may not have 
Continued on Page 56
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BY THOMAS TRACY
The A’s are movin’ on 

up!
Back-to-back wins, in-

cluding a second victory 
against the fi rst-place 1,000 
Islands Privateers, has the 
Brooklyn Aviators in third 
place in the Federal Hockey 
League — a far from stellar, 
yet comfortable, spot, for 
the squad is beginning to 
fi nd its ice legs during the 
seventh week of regulation 
play.

And coach Robert Miller 
says things are looking up 
for a squad that’s lost key 
players to injuries (and 
competing leagues) in re-
cent weeks.

“It’s going good,” Miller 
explained on Monday. 
“We’re not the most talented 
team in the league, but 
we’re working hard. If we 
play as well as we did this 
weekend we should do well, 
but we want to improve our-
selves all the time.”

The Aviators kicked off 
the weekend by schooling 
the Danbury Whalers 4-2 on 

Friday night at the Aviator 
Sports and Events Center, 
fondly known by the fans at 
the Hangar.

Coming off an embar-
rassing 1-3 weekend that 
ended with back-to-back 
losses against the hated 
New Jersey Outlaws, the 
Aviators were born again 
on Dec. 2 as they cut up the 
ice, netting an early 1-0 lead 
against Danbury halfway 
through the fi rst period.

The Aviators may have 
had a little extra juice in 
their skates, but the Whal-
ers ultimately tripped over 
their own tail: its play-
ers were boxed repeatedly 
throughout the third pe-
riod, making it even easier 
for Brooklyn to seize the 
victory and for Aviator 
right-winger Chris Feraz-
zoli to score his second goal 
of the night.

The momentum carried 
into Saturday night, where 
they made salad dressing 
out of the 1,000 Islands Pri-
vateers, besting the Alexan-
dria Bay squad 6-3 as Jesse 

Felten scored his 
seventh and eighth 
goals of the season.

The sea-skating 
skallywags now 
have 11 wins, one 
overtime win, one 
overtime loss and 
three losses — 
two of which were 
meted out by the 
8-0-4-5 Aviators.

But the team 
may still need a 
Zamboni to ensure 
there’ll be smooth 
ice ahead: Tommy 
“Big Stick” Lee, the 
team’s awesomely 
named goalie, was 
recently booted 
for his poor per-
formance, and the 
Boys of Winter 
learned on Monday 
that they lost Jason 
Dolgy, who had six 
goals and 15 assists 
for both the Avia-
tors and the Ver-
mont Wild this sea-
son. Dolgy left the 
team to play for the 

South Professional Hockey 
League, which Miller once 
played for.

“[Dolgy’s departure] 
was a big loss for us,” said 
Miller.

The roster shake-up 
couldn’t come at a worse 
time. This weekend, the 
Aviators will be skating 
at home against a terrible 
trifecta: the New Jersey 
Outlaws and the Cape Cod 
Bluefi ns, teams that have 
repeatedly beaten Brooklyn 
this season, and the Akwe-
sasne Warriors, the team 
that stole the cherished 
Commissioner’s Cup from 
Brooklyn during last sea-
son’s playoffs.

The Brooklyn Avia-
tors will begin their ter-
ror tour against the New 
Jersey Outlaws at Aviator 
Sports [3159 Flatbush Ave. 
in Floyd Bennett Field in 
Marine Park, (718) 758-
7580] Dec. 9 at 7:35 pm. 
Tickets $12 ($10 for seniors 
and children under 14) For 
information, visit www.
brooklynaviators.com.

Ice bandits: Aviators skate to third place

been a more important 
player for the Blue Devils 
this season. After the se-
nior moved from midfi eld to 
sweeper they ended the reg-
ular season 7-2-2 and earned 
a berth the New York State 
Association of Independent 
Schools Athletic Associa-
tion tournament. Dalhdorf 
was also one of the team’s 
top offensive weapons and 
was deadly on set pieces.

Shannon Fahy,

Bishop Kearney
The senior is one of the 

city’s unsung players. Fahy 
started the year at sweeper, 
but was moved up to center 
midfi eld with the Tigers 
searching for offensive pro-
duction. Her impact was 
immediate as goal num-
bers and scoring chances 

increased as she made the 
players around them better.

Rachel Gersh,

Fontbonne Hall
The senior center mid-

fi elder, coming back from 
a knee injury, scored just 
fi ve times, but that wasn’t 
her role. Much of the Bon-
nies offense ran through or 
was started by Gersh, who 
did much of the dirty work 
at midfi eld. She brought a 
toughness and passion dur-
ing a diffi cult season.

Serene Drakes, 

Midwood
The Hornets put together 

their best season since mov-
ing to the spring and much 
of that had to do with the 
ever-improving senior. Her 
speed, powerful fi nish and 
leadership turned her into a 
star. Drakes scored 22 goals 
and dished out 11 assists.

Irene Kafkis, 

Fort Hamilton

There weren’t too many 
games where the senior 
keeper wasn’t asked to make 
double-digits stops to help 
Fort Hamilton win the Pub-
lic School Athletic League 
Brooklyn A-III title. She 
made 21 saves in a 2–1 play-
off win over New Dorp and 
12 with a hand injury to beat 
Midwood in critical win for 
the Tigers, who rarely let up 
more than two goals.

Kristiana Padavona, 

Fontbonne Hall
The senior striker was 

unquestionably the Bon-
nies most dangerous offen-
sive player, netting 11 goals. 
It was also how she scored 
that made her special. She 
could outrun defenses with 
her speed, score off a set 
piece or stop on dime and 
put a perfectly placed shot 
into a corner.

Maria Pettet,

Fort Hamilton

The junior, who scored 
just two goals last year, 
stepped up big time after 
Emily Fagan was lost for 
the season with an injury. 
Pettet scored 22 goals and 
collected 11 assist to help 
lead the Tigers to a Brook-
lyn A-III division title. Two 
of the scores were in a play-
off win over New Dorp.

Ryan O’Connell,

Brooklyn Tech
The senior was one 

of the Public School Ath-
letic League’s top goalies 
for three seasons, but was 
moved to midfi eld to lead a 
young and inexperienced 
team and take over where 
Niri Halperin left off. She 
netted 23 goals and 19 as-
sists to help lead the Engi-
neers to the Brooklyn A-VII 
title.

Guadalupe Quiroz,

Grand Street Campus
The Christ the King 

transfer made an immedi-
ate impact in the Public 
School Athletic League 
with Grand Street at cen-
ter midfi eld. She used her 
strength and ball skills to 
score 26 goals and dished 
out 21 assists to help the 
Wolves to a second place fi n-
ish in Brooklyn A-VII

Shannon Rhodes,

Packer Collegiate
The Villanova-bound 

midfi elder helped Packer 
put together one of its fi n-
est seasons at 16-3-1 and a 
return trip to the Athletic 
Association of Independent 
Schools title game. She had 
a knack for being clutch 
when her team needed a 
goal. Rhodes found the back 
of the net 32 times while 
handing out 15 assists.

Pamela Wishart, 

Leon Goldstein
The lightning-quick 

Army commit followed up 

her breakout sophomore 
season with another stel-
lar year. Wishart tallied 41 
goals, including a hat trick 
in a playoff win over Arts 
& Business. She helped a 
young Dolphins team rally 
for a second-place fi nish in 
Brooklyn A-II.

Honorable 
mention

Beth Alexion,

St. Ann’s
Pamela Chernyakhovsky, 

Leon Goldstein
Sam Domurat, 

Poly Prep
Jasmin Fermin,

 James Madison
Sayla Flores,

 Telecommunications
Katie Friel,

 Poly Prep
Cindy Henderson,

 Fontbonne Hall
Keegan Mendez,

Continued from page 55 

Soccer

Aviators left-winger Steve Koich tries to sneak past Whaler Adam Blanchette 
during Brooklyn’s 4-2 victory over Connecticut. Photo by Steve Solomonson

































Around The Corner From
Century 21 Dept. Store

                                      Pre Holiday Madness This Sunday, December 11th

                                 From 12-3pm only  With this coupon.
                          M A Y  E X C L U D E  S O M E  A D V E R T I S E D  S P E C I A L S  10% OFF10% OFF

10% OFF10% OFF
Sunday, December 11th From 12-3pm Only

May exclude some sale items. Hurry in while supplies last.

BOPOTECH.COM




