
Your Neighborhood – Your News     Including Canarsie Digest
SERVING BERGEN BEACH, CANARSIE, GEORGETOWN, MARINE PARK & MILL BASIN

Jan. 26-Feb. 1, 2012

By Eli RosEnBERg
They don’t call him “Mad Max” 

for nothing.
The unhinged 24-year-old who 

pleaded guilty to a bloody killing 
spree threatened to kill his vic-
tims’ loved ones and cursed out 
the judge who sentenced him to 
life in prison during a brief court 
appearance last Wednesday. 

Standing in an or-
ange prison jump-

suit with a sick 
smirk on his 

face, Mak-
sim Gelman 
lashed out 
against Ge-
rard Honig, 
the boy-

friend of Yel-
ena Bulchenko. 

Gelman killed both Bulchenko 
and Bulchenko’s mother during 
his Feb. 11 killing spree. 

“You fell in love with a her-
oin addict,” Gelman screamed at 
Honig. “Say my name in vain and 
I’ll have you murdered, you f----t.”

Gelman was removed from the 
court after his outburst, but he 
wasn’t done when he was brought 
back.

In a rambling statement, he 
told the court that the DEA had a 
navigation device on his car and 
that it was the NYPD’s fault for 
not stopping his rampage sooner.

Continued on Page 36

Turano: I won’t leave CB18
By Colin Mixson

The district manager of Com-
munity Board 18, who for years 
lived off the largesse of  disgraced 
state Sen. Carl Kruger in a multi-
million dollar waterfront home 
with her two children, says she’s 
keeping her $100,000-a-year job at 
CB18 — even as her suitor and co-
conspirator son head to prison. 

Several members of CB18 are 
pushing District Manager Doro-
thy “Dottie” Turano to step down 
because Kruger, and her son, Dr. 
Michael Turano will be heading 
to prison for pocketing nearly $1 
million in bribes — but the 22-
year manager says she’s not going 
anywhere. 

“I won’t give this up,” said 
Turano, 73, at last week’s Commu-
nity Board 18 meeting — her first 
public appearance since Kruger 
and her son pleaded guilty. “I love 
what I do.”

Turano was absent from the 
December Community Board 18 
meeting — which took place a day 
after Kruger’s blubbering confes-
sion at court — avoiding poten-
tially embarrassing questions 
from reporters and the public. 
Board Chairman Sol Needle said 
that Turano was on vacation, but 
would not say if it had been pre-
planned or whether it was hast-
ily planned after Kruger’s guilty 

Continued on Page 36
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Little Bergen Beach resident Olivia Cutrone, 2, is all smiles as she plays in 
the snow outside of her home on Jan. 21 — putting the two-plus inches of 
white stuff that fell that day to good use. But warm weather melted the 
stuff by Sunday night. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Dottie 
stays 
put

Snow day, literally

‘Mad Max’ 
gets the 

maximum
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By Eli RosEnBERg
A Kensington man’s all-

out search for his croon-
ing Amazonian parrot has 
taken him to animal shel-
ters and psychics — and 
now it may take him to 
Broadway. 

Allen Kirson, who 
hasn’t given up hope that he 
will find his beloved “Cap-
tain” — a feathered phenom 
that’s gained international 
fame for its ability to sing 
both arias and folk songs — 
has completed a play about 
the search entitled “The 
Moveable Feast: Searching 
for Yehuda Bird.”

Previews for Kirson’s 
play, which he says will be 
“60 percent scripted and 40 
percent improvised” will 
take place Thursdays at 8 
and 10 pm at Congregation 
Sheves Achim on Avenue H 
from now to the end of Feb-
ruary. But, after that, who 
knows? That answer may 
be just as mystifying as the 
one that’s confounded Kir-
son for the last two months: 
why did Captain fly off his 
shoulder during a visit to 
Ocean Parkway last No-
vember? 

“I’m still shocked she 
left me,” Kirson said, recall-
ing his green-and-yellow 
comrade. “We had real con-
versations. Most pet owners 
have psychic connections 
with their pets [and] she 
was my companion for six 
years.”

Ever since Captain 
left, Kirson’s been fliering 
most of South Brooklyn 
with wanted posters as he 
searches the streets for his 
beloved bird.

So far none of his efforts 
have bore fruit — even after 
seeking the counsel of some 
Midwood rabbis and an ani-

mal astrologer. 
Kirson did come within 

a feather of finding his 
beloved parrot last week-
end, however: after getting 
tipped off by an animal 
rescuer that a green-and-
yellow parrot was perched 
high in a tree in Owls Head 
Park in Bay Ridge, Kirson 
rushed down — but the bird 
flew away as he put a ladder 
up to the tree to get it. 

But Kirson swears that 

the parrot, which had a yel-
low chest, wasn’t Captain. 

“I feel in my gut that 
[Captain] is in somebody’s 
house in the area,” said Kir-
son, who was so concerned 
that someone scooped up 
the rare and valuable bird 
that he’s posted a $1,000 re-
ward for it. Birds of Cap-
tain’s caliber range from 
$500 to $1,200.

Only a spectacular ani-
mal could merit such a vig-

orous search, but the yellow-
naped bird Kirson says can 
survive on berries and nuts 
for months, fits the bill.

Captain’s reputation for 
her ability to sing arias had 
made it as far as London 
— though Kirson says his 
unique bird’s passion was 
folk music.

“She was really a coun-
try-western bird,” said Kir-
son, who sang with the bird 
every morning. “She could 

do harmony and she loved 
Bob Dylan, Hank Williams 
and Shlomo Carlebach.”

Yet Kirson hopes his 
crooning parrot — whose 
clipped wings prevent her 
from flying long distances 
— hasn’t taken her show on 
the road. 

“You lose a pet, you suf-
fer for at least a year,” Kir-
son said. “I’m going to keep 
looking for a year. If by next 
Thanksgiving I haven’t 
found the parrot, then I’m 
going to give up.”

“The Movable Feast: 
Searching for Yehuda 
Bird” at Congregation 
Sheves Achim [1517 Avenue 
H at E. 16th Street in Mid-
wood, (718) 338-8442] every 
Thursday at 8 and 10 pm 
from now until the end of 
February.For more infor-
mation visit www.flatbush-
minyan.com.
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the chinese 
syndrome!

By Juliet Linderman

The Year of the Dragon is supposed 
to be a fruitful and auspicious year, 
according to the Chinese Zodiac — 

and plenty of brownstone Brooklyn foodies 
are hoping some of that luck goes toward 
improving their neighborhoods’ dismal 
Chinese food offerings.

It’s true: Brooklyn boasts a hot, spicy, 
and vibrant Chinese food scene in Sunset 
Park, known for hole-in-the-wall noodle 
shops like Yun Nan Flavor Snack Shop, 
banquet-style meccas like Lucky Eight, and 
fish-ball-hawkers like the Kalaka Cafe. But 
in the northern parts of the borough, there’s 
a devastating dearth of everything from pot 
stickers to pork buns.

Chinese restaurants in neighbor-
hoods like Park Slope, Cobble Hill and 
Williamsburg have, for the most part, 
remained dreary, uninspiring delivery 
joints while their culinary neighbors have 
surged, gaining praise in the hometown 

press and beyond.
As is the case with most everything in 

the city, the problem with Chinese food 
in Brooklyn comes down to real estate, 
according to Brooklyn-based food writer 
Ya Roo Yang.

“If you want authentic at a reasonable 
price point, then it all has to do with the 
immigration pattern and real estate prices,” 
said Ya Roo Yang. “Most authentic Chinese 
food tends to cater towards the immigrant 
population (legal or otherwise) and they 
tend to live in the outer boroughs where the 
rent is cheap and there is already an estab-
lished community.”

Inside these immigrant enclaves, like 
Sunset Park’s Eighth Avenue, Bensonhurst’s 
Avenue U and Sheepshead Bay along 86th 
Street and Bay Parkway, there’s plenty of 
great Chinese food.

But in parts of the borough with fewer 
Chinese residents, simple economics forces 

Why is there no good Chinese 
food in Brownstone Brooklyn?

Brooklyn’s puzzling Asian cuisine scene

Where to chow down when 
you’re far from Chinatown

By Juliet Linderman

When we asked our friends and 
sources where to find good 
Chinese restaurants outside of 

Brooklyn’s Chinatown in Sunset Park, 
Bensonhurst, and Sheepshead Bay, the 
response was almost universally : “Oh...I 
don’t know.”

Luckily, we’ve got spies all over the 
borough who helped us compile a short-
list of Chinese chow worth checking out 
if you’re not willing to make the trek to 
Brooklyn’s ethnic enclaves. They might 
not be traditional options — in fact, on the 
contrary — but we’ll bet these eats will 
curb your craving for Szechuan, at least 
until the next time you find yourself south 
of Prospect Park.

Grand Sichuan House 
in Bay Ridge

This Bay Ridge staple has two menus — 
one for takeout, featuring Americanized 

favorites a la General Tso’s Chicken and 
Beef with Brocolli; and one for those 
looking for a traditional dish, one that 
includes proteins along the lines of jel-
lyfish, tongue, and tripe. Watch out for the 
peppercorns; they’re hot hot hot.

Grand Sichuan House [8701 Fifth Ave. at 
87th street in Bay Ridge, (718-680-8887)].

Red Hot in Park Slope
A brownstone Brooklyn 

favorite, Red Hot spe-
cializes in fast, tasty 
Szechuan cuisine, 
which means dark 
sauces and hot, 
spicy flavors. But 
the hottest thing 
about this restau-
rant is undisputably 
its location. Right 
smack dab in the 
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Allen Kirson has left no stone unturned in the search for his parrot, “Captain,” since she flew off his 
shoulder on Ocean Parkway in Midwood the day after Thanksgiving. He has put thousands of missing 
parrot fliers around Brooklyn — but hasn’t been able to track down his beloved opera-singing bird.

Photo by Bess Adler

polly wanna aCToR?
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BY KATE BRIQUELET 
AND DAN MACLEOD

If you’re looking for a 
man, Bay Ridge is a buyer’s 
market.

The neighborhood once fa-
mous for its swinging discos 
and vibrant party scene is 
also a veritable meat market 
of young eligible bachelors 
with one of the city’s  highest 
ratios of single men to single 
ladies , according to a new 
study.

For each single woman be-
tween the ages of 20 and 34, 
there’s somewhere between 
1.26 and 1.73 men vying for 
her attention, according to 
the number crunchers at the 
city’s Economic Development 
Corporation.

Those numbers are great 
for women, but for men, the 
highly competitive sausage 
party that is Bay Ridge night-
life means only the strong 
survive (and fi nd a nice young 
lady to bring home to mom).

“It’s like Darwinism — 
you’re fi ghting two other 
guys just to get a girl,” said 
Mike Nelson, whose dat-
ing woes forced him to seek 
love on the distant shores of 
Staten Island. “It’s hard to 
date because it’s a fairly big 
neighborhood, but everybody 
knows each other. You’re 
hard pressed to date someone 
that your high school friend 
hasn’t already dated. You’re 
outnumbered three to one.”

When we stopped by the 
Third Avenue watering hole 
the Salty Dog on Saturday 
night, we found a crush of 
dudes fi ghting for the affec-
tion of a limited number of 
women.

“There’s too many guys 
around,” said Paul Browne, 
a 26-year-old math teacher 
who drives a Toyota Corolla. 
“They get in my way.”

Others said that they had 
actually given up on the Ridge, 
 looking for love in all the 
wrong places  — like in that 
other borough, Manhattan. 

“This is not an area where 
a lot of new people can jump 
into dating,” said Kyle Cam-
pion, a 24-year-old fi nancial 
analyst. “I tend to go out in 
the city instead where there’s 
more [single ladies] to choose 
from.”

The outlook is rosier for 
women, who say it’s easy to 
fi nd the right guy — or three 
or four.

For Krystina Macca, a 
Bensonhurst speech patholo-
gist who says she’s dating “a 
few people,” the biggest prob-
lem with Bay Ridge men is 
that they’re just too arrogant 
and aggressive.

“When guys are very 

cocky and into themselves 
that’s big turn off,” she said. 
“When you go into a bar in 
Bay Ridge, they kind of attack 
you. Their eyes are glued to 
you and they rush over to you 
to buy you drinks. It’s annoy-
ing.”

Macca says guys can stand 
out from the pack by just ton-
ing it down a little.

“[Just] be nice and sweet 
and genuine — sometimes 
it’s nice to just have a conver-
sation with another person,” 
she said.

To win a Bay Ridge wom-
an’s heart, suitors can avoid 
crowded spots like Trace Res-
taurant or Cebu Bar & Bistro, 

choosing quieter lounges like 
Delia’s on Third Avenue be-
tween 92nd and 93rd streets, 
or Fushimi on Third Av-
enue between 93rd and 94th 
streets, she suggested.

Times might be tough 
for Bay Ridge men, but it’s 
a different world just a few 
subway stations away. Sin-
gle women outnumber sin-
gle men in neighborhoods 
including Park Slope, Red 
Hook, Downtown, Bedford-
Stuyvesant, Crown Heights 
and Flatbush — and in 
Brownsville and East New 
York, the ratio is nearly in-
verted, according to Census 
data analyzed by the city.

BY KATE BRIQUELET
Behold the single men of Bay Ridge:

Dave Jones
Age: 21
Occupation: Waiter 
at a “premium” 
Manhattan restaurant
Sign: Gemini
Drives: 2005 Dodge 
Charger
Dating advice: “Take 
your time and don’t 
rush things. You could be easily deceived 
when you fi rst start talking to females.”
Lives with his mom? No

Matt Jensen
Age: 26
Occupation: Works 
freelance in fi lm 
production
Sign: Libra
Drives: No car
Dating advice: “I 
don’t go out in Bay 
Ridge. You’re better off 
in the dating game to try to make your way 
north.”
Lives with his mom? No

Kyle Campion
Age: 24
Occupation: Financial 
analyst
Sign: Capricorn
Drives: No car
Dating advice: “You 
have to go out in the 
city to fi nd good- 
looking women with 
good personality. A lot of guys stay here and 
live with their families. Go out!”
Lives with his mom? No

Ernesto Avacato
Age: 26
Occupation: Pursuing 
master’s in health
Sign: Aquarius
Drives: 2006 Dodge 
Charger
Dating advice: 
“Remember that it’s 
a two-way street. If 
you’re a 10, I will go up and say something. 
But if you’re not, I won’t.”
Lives with his mom? Yes

Finding a guy in Bay Ridge is easy, according to city statistics indicating that the neighborhood by the Nar-
rows has one of the borough’s highest ratios of single men to single women. That didn’t deter Tom Losito, 
Jordan Burmeister, Kyle Campion and Mike Zanfardino from looking for love at the Salty Dog on Third Avenue.
 Community Newspaper Group / Kate Briquelet

IT’S BROOKLYN’S 
BACHELOR PAD

Hey ladies, 
meet some of 
Ridge’s fi nest

In Bay Ridge, there’s a man and a half for every woman
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Bergen Beach has be-

come a refuge for refuse, 
but the city is passing the 
buck.

The swanky south side 
of Avenue Y between E. 
69th and Royce streets has 
become a junk heap full of 
discarded bottles, toys and 
appliances, but the Depart-
ment of Sanitation says it’s 
the state’s job to clean up 
the six-block strip because 
of its proximity to the Belt 
Parkway. 

Bergen Beach Civic As-
sociation board member 
Michael Benjamin said that 
the Department of Trans-
portation has claimed the 
territory, but only cleaned it 
“two or three times a year.” 

Residents agree, claim-
ing that they have seen beer 
bottles, Christmas trees, 
old analogue TVs and com-
puter monitors, and even a 
gas barbecue tank, mess-
ing up their once-pristine 
enclave — but few broom-
toting workers.

“I saw [Transporta-
tion] a couple of times last 
year, but not this year,” 
said Louie Passalacqua, a 
Bergen Beach resident and 
retired NYPD offi cer, who 
has also spied raccoons 
and other animals pilfering 
through trash bags.

And wind gusts only 
make the problem worse.

“Garbage gets blown 
around and nobody picks it 
up,” said Gary Hershkow-

itz, who lives nearby.
Sanitation spokesman 

Iggy Terranova, who spoke 
at the Civic Association 
meeting, disputed Benja-
min’s claims that no one 
is cleaning up the area. 
He said that housekeeping 
along the crummy stretch 
was the responsibility of 
the Department of Trans-
portation, but the Stron-
gest helped out their sister 
agency whenever possible.

“It’s not our jurisdic-
tion but we do assist,” he 
said. “There’s no set num-
ber but [Transportation] 
will go down there 100 per-
cent more than two or three 
times a year.”

Benjamin backed down 
when asked how his grass-
roots group was tackling 
the grimy situation, even 
though community volun-
teers have teamed up with 
the Department of Trans-
portation for clean-ups 
since the 1990s through its 
Adopt-a-Highway Program.

“The civic has always 
taken the position that to 
go out of our way to publi-
cize a negative condition to 
the outside world is counter 
productive and counter in-
tuitive,” Benjamin said.

That is likely little com-
fort to residents, who are 
now forced to take matters 
into their own hands.

“People have picked 
up some garbage, but they 
can’t keep up with it,” said 
Passalacqua. “They can’t 

take care of this big stuff 
that people are dumping 
there.” 

Department of Trans-
portation spokesman Monty 
Dean said his agency would 

team up with the Strongest 
for a clean up.

“[We] will coordinate 
with Sanitation on address-
ing concerns about litter at 
this location,” he said.

Residents fed up with dumping of old TVs, computer monitors and BBQ tanks!

Litterbugs swamp Bergen Beach

Bergen Beach resident Louie Passalacqua holds up garbage dumped 
on Avenue Y between E. 69th and Royce streets. (Left) Residents say 
they’re fed up with the litering. Photos by Steve Solomonson

Therapeutic Treatment Procedure
A) Perio probe indicates excessive pocket depth.   B) Laser light kills bacteria and diseased tissue.   C) Ultrasonic scaler and special hand instruments 
are used to remove root tarter.   D) Laser finishes cleaning and sterilizing pocket which aids in sealing the pocket closed so new germs cannot enter. 

E) Reattachment of connective tissue to the clean root surface, with a stable fibrin clot and gingival crest to create “a closed system”. 
F) Bite trauma is adjusted.   G) New attachment is regenerated. New bone and new ligament is formed and healing occurs.

For Gum Disease

Laser ANAP®

The alternative to scalpel & suture gum surgery
*1st & only FDA Approved laser gum treatment procedure.

Marine Park Periodontics and Implantology
Navid Baradarian DDS PC

2272 Hendrickson Street   Brooklyn, NY 11234   718-253-3333
CenterforPerio.com
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By Dr. C. Hammoud Ph.D.
�I had terrible Acne for 3 years and tried products with Benzoyl
Peroxide, Aloe Vera and others. After 4 days taking the Bell natural
product #60 it started to clear up my skin. My skin changed from terrible
to beautiful. Mylene Theriault, 19, Sorel-Tracy, QC �In 2 days my
son’s face completely cleared up of acne. My son is 15 and suffered for
3 years. We used many products like laser, Neem that did not work or
burned his skin. Veronica Marden, Seminole, TX �Unbelievable
acne free beautiful skin Last couple of years I had acne and tried
every product and antibiotics. Results with #60 were unbelievable.
Thanks for giving me beautiful skin and my self-esteem. Nelisa Royer,
28, Doral, FL �Within 6 days eczema cleared up completely. I
believe #60 addresses the cause internally instead of the symptoms.
Latifa Boutshik, 43, North York, ON �I had severe psoriasis over
95% of my body. Last 5 years I have stunned every doctor and
dermatologist. I spent tons of money on remedies. After I got Bell #60,
I’ve never seen anything work as fast in my life. Within 2 days I saw my
skin clearing up. I’m speechless. It was inexpensive compared with
what I spent before. Jessica Shantz, 25, Dawson Creek, BC �All
statements made on the Bell website are sent by delighted users. All
are real people. Most have listed phone numbers and can be called for

advice. No money is paid to them. Their reward is the relief they are getting. All say #60 works within
days not months, not years. It’s more effective than what they used before. It is less expensive (some
acne suppliers ship monthly and charge monthly, which may amount to large sums yearly). No side
effects were reported on #60. TRUE EVIDENCE that we are helping people.

Eczema
Psoriasis
Rosacea
Rashes

#60
Guaranteed better than all
others they used say dozens
of delighted users with full
names and towns on the Bell
website. Works by cleansing
blood inside rather than
attacking skin from the outside
and leaving the actual cause
untreated. Here are a few
examples:

ACNE

In other towns try your local health food stores first. If they don’t have it and don’t want to
order it for you, order on our website or call us with Visa or Mastercard. S & H $9.95.

Store inquiries are
welcome.

www.BellLifestyle.com
1-800-333-7995

�Cholesterol and triglycerides under control! For the last 5-
6 years I have been told that my cholesterol and triglycerides were out
of line. After taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 my doctor said he
was amazed about the change. This is a good product. Jerome Nettles,
51, Monroeville, AL �All statin drugs gave me pain! My doctor
tried them all on me. So he said to try a natural product. After taking
Bell Cholesterol Control #14 I have no more pain. I’m so happy about

this. Deanna O’Neil, 63, Tecumseh, ON.�I had great success with all Bell health products!
In the last 2 years I had relief with Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea, HDL Cholesterol Management,
Blood Pressure Combo and Stem Cell Activator. I love your products. They all work for me. Great
results. That’s all that matters. Basil Richards, 49, S.W. Ranches, FL �20 years of high
cholesterol alleviated! I had high cholesterol for 20 years and drugs didn’t agree with me. After
taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 for 6 months I had a check-up and was surprised about the big
improvement. I was delighted and extremely happy and so was my doctor. Norma Hrysio, 65, Lac
Du Bonnet, MB. We supply TRUE EVIDENCE.

Cholesterol
Control

High blood pressure is called the silent killer. If your BP is higher than
normal, try to get it down to about 120/80. For many people it is easy to
control. If it does not work for you we refund your money. On our website
you will find over 50 testimonials with full names and towns from all over
USA and Canada. Most of them have listed phone numbers and are happy
to talk about the relief they had. No money was paid for testimonials.

Other Bell products for relief of the following chronic ailments
All guaranteed! �Intestinal Cleansing & Weight Control #10 �Wrist Pain Carpal Tunnel
#30 �Stops Blood Sugar Imbalance & Weight Gain #40 �Calming Cronic Stress #66
�Colon Care & Cleanse #74. Bell is helping people everywhere. Dr. C. Hammoud M.H., Ph.D. recommends this effective fish peptide

blood pressure natural product. So does Dr. Julian Whitaker M.D. �I was
on 3 blood pressure drugs that did not work well. After starting Bell #26
my readings are generally well below 120/80. Dona A. Anderson, 76,
Sooke, BC � My blood pressure was 157/90 and I had side effects
from prescription drugs. I bought a monitor. After 6 months on Bell #26 I
was down to 120/80. Toni L. McCuistion, 52, Elizabethtown, PA � At
work my driver’s medical test was too high at 170/100. After taking Bell

#26 for a few days I went down to 128/84
which allowed me to pass my work medical.
Kris Geier, 48, Windsor, ON. All products guaranteed to work.

�AVAILABLE IN BROOKLYN: Downtown Natural Market 1707 Church Ave. Nostrand
Pharmacy 1432 Nostrand Ave. Greenfield Pharmacy 1526 Cortelyou Rd Fine Care Pharmacy 981
Fulton St. Noor Pharmacy 2036 Bedford Ave. Supreme Health Food Center 264 Lee Ave.Eve
Pharmacy 2836 Coney Island Ave Manipal Drugs 280 Nostrand Ave New Ronson Drugs 237 Utica Ave.
3P Drugs 799 Flushing Ave. Lincoln Place Pharmacy 1135 Eastern Parkway Unity Drugs 772 Grand
St. Boreum Drugs Corp 194 Union Ave Boro-Park Health Foods 5203 13th Ave Century Pharmacy
483 Kings Hwy Clarkson Pharmacy 524 Clarkson Ave Danny & Veer Health Foods 1827 A Flatbush
Ave Downtown Natural Market 51 Willougby Street Elm Pharmacy 1651 Coney Island Ave Established
Drugs 1743 Nostrand Ave The Essence of Life 451 6th Ave Eve Pharmacy 170 Avenue U Everything
Natural 1661 Ralph Ave Expidite Care Pharmacy 2283 norstrand Ave. Family Pharmacy & Surgical
1757 Bath Ave Farmacon Pharmacy 8007 5th Ave Fresh Health Food Emporium 1276 Fulton St.
Heights Apothecary 79 Atlantic Ave Fresh Health Food Emporium 594 Nostrand Ave Hebron Health
Food 9408 Church Ave Krimko Pharmacy 954 Nostrand Ave Lawrence Pharmacy 740 New Lots Ave
Manipal Drugs 280 Nostrand Ave Nannie Health Food Store 5218 Church Ave. Natural Vitamins 671
Manhattan Ave Palma Chemists 159 7th Ave Parkway Pharmacy 531 Church Ave Powell's Pharmacy
7517 3rd Ave Rabinowitz Pharmacy 602 Brighton Beach Ave Ralph Prescriptions 300 Wyckoff Ave
Rockway Pharmacy 1214 Flatbush Ave Rubinson Pharmacy 4223 Church Ave Saldo Drugs 384
Graham Ave Silver Rod Pharmacy 5105 Church Ave Silver Rod Pharmacy 6404 18th Ave Sims
Pharmacy 1711 Pitkin Ave Stella's Pharmacy 8722 Glenwood Rd Sunset RX Pharmacy 5808 4th
Ave. SVRH Pharmacy 161 Smith St Tony's Health Food Supermarket1316 Fulton St. Tony's Health
Food 2923 Glenwood Rd. Unzer Pharmacy 572 Bedford Ave. Vitamin Depot Nutrition Center 7721
5th Ave VLS Pharmacy 4402 5th Ave. Wyckoff Drugs 1236 Broadway Well SaSa 779 60th St. Shea
Beauty 1356 E. 48th St. �STATEN ISLAND: Tastebuds Natural Foods 1807 Hylan Blvd
Millers Pharmacy 173 Broad St Hyland Medicine Cabinet 1988 Hyland Blvd.  Tripharm Drug Inc
200 Richmond Ave Tompkinsville Pharmacy 45 Victory Blvd Family Health Center 1789 Victory
Blvd.  St. George Pharmacy 100 Stuyvesant 

�Relief in 3-5 days from dribbling, burning and rushing
to the toilet.  If you are considering surgery, try this tea first.
Must work of money refunded. 99% success rate. Helps
virtually everybody quickly. The only prostate remedy that
works so well that it comes with a money-back guarantee.
Literally hundreds of delighted men testifying on our web site:

� Doctor said to keep on drinking the tea.  Prescribed
prostate drugs did not help.  Leonard Pearcey, Wassis, NB
�I cancelled my prostate surgery. Get up once a night.
I'm so happy not to have to face the torment of a prostate
operation and incontinence or impotency.  Albert E. Blain, 74,
Schumacher, ON �Even after TURP prostate surgery
and microwave therapy had to get up many times.  Now down
to 1-2 times. Tea is 100% better than drugs.  Robert G. Stocker,
Eustasis, FL �After 1st year drinking tea my PSA went
down to 4.5; after 2nd year to 2.9; after 3rd year to 2.3.  I highly
recommend the tea. A real life saver.  Thomas M. Thurston,
Forsyth, GA. People’s phone numbers on our website.

Frequent
BATHROOM TRIPS?
Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea #4a

#14

High Blood Pressure?

#26
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By Thomas Tracy 
Talk about getting all your 

ducks in a row!
Disgraced ex-state Sen. Carl 

Kruger plundered his campaign 
accounts to pay off attorneys, 
hire a financial planner, receive a 
$7,500 primer of what life is like in 
federal prison — and even buy the 
chair he plunked his keister on in 
Albany, campaign finance filings 
show.

According to the state Board 
of Elections, the admitted con, 
who pleaded guilty in December 
to pocketing nearly $1 million in 
bribes from wealthy lobbyists and 
developers, used his campaign 
fund to pay defense attorney Ben-
jamin Brafman $1.4 million for 
hammering out a cozy plea deal 
that could land him behind bars 
for the next 12 years — instead of 
50.

But that wasn’t all: Kruger 
paid Jack Donson, who is listed 
as a “federal prison consultant,” 
$7,500 the day before he fessed up, 

reported City Hall News. Donson 
prepares inmates for incarcera-
tion and analyzes their prison 
sentences for accuracy, his web-
site states.

Kruger also spent $25 to  buy 
the chair he sat on in the Senate 
hall, a tradition outgoing legisla-
tors participate in, Albany offi-
cials confirmed.

Kruger referred all calls to 
Brafman, who said that the $1.4 
million wasn’t just to defend his 
client against bribery charges, 
but also to represent his interests 
when Sheepshead Bay restaura-
teur Michael Levitis was caught 
on tape telling another eatery 
owner — who was also an FBI in-
formant — that Kruger would fix 
his problems with the state if he 
tossed the legislator a fundraiser.

Once the head of the state Sen-
ate’s powerful finance commit-
tee, Kruger’s campaign coffers 
swelled to more than $2 million 
before his March 2011 indictment. 
After paying off his attorneys and 

other investments tied to his pro-
longed incarceration, he was left 
with a little more than $450,000 
in his campaign account, accord-
ing to the board of elections. The 
board stated that all of the pay-
outs — including Kruger’s legal 
fees — were in accordance with 
campaign finance rules.

The eight-term senator wept 
openly last month when he con-
fessed to selling his political clout 
to the highest bidder.

“I apologize if I’m a little emo-
tional right now,” he blubbered 
to Judge Jed Rakoff. “I accept re-
sponsibility for my actions and 
am truly sorry for my conduct.”

The FBI said that Kruger and 
Dr. Michael Turano — his alleged 
lover and son of longtime com-
panion Dorothy Turano — set up 
dummy companies to launder the 
bribe money.

Federal prosecutors said that 
lobbyists paid Kruger close to $1 
million to:

• Delay the expansion of a bill 

that included a five-cent deposit 
on bottled water. 

• Alter the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Law so grocery stores 
could begin selling wine with ex-
panded hours.

• Fight Walmart and other big-
box stores from setting up shop in 
Brooklyn.

• Go to war with American In-
dian reservations to collect state 
sales taxes on cigarettes.

Convicted pol shells out war-chest dollars to lawyers 

LubLin dentaL center
Theodore A. Lublin, D.D.S P.C. & Adam S. Lublin, D.D.S.

6820 Avenue U - Mill Basin - 718-531-2300

impLants

24 HoUr 
DenTAL eMergenCy

• Endodontics (Root Canal)
• Crowns (Caps)
• Gum Treatments
• Oral Surgery And Extractions

• Cleaning and Sealants
• Laminates and Bonding
• Teeth Whitening
• Bridges and Dentures

Complete Oral Rehabilitation   Digital Radiography   Imaging X-Ray with Next to Zero Radiation

$10
exam & polishing

for only

Reg. $135

Not valid with any other offer. Not applicable for patients with insurance. Exp. 2/2/12

new patient special

Includes: Six X-Rays, 
Oral Exam, Oral Cancer Exam, 
TMJ Exam, Treatment Plus

invisible braces

Both of these people are 
straightening their teeth.

• 100% interest FREE Financing available
• Evening and weekend appointments            
   available

Kruger pays

Disgraced state Sen. Carl Kruger (right) paid lawyer Benjamin Brafman $1.4 mil-
lion to represent him in the bribery case. The money came out of Kruger’s cam-
paign treasury. File photo by Bess Adler
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INCOME TAX PREPARATION

Do any of these sound familiar?
 Unhappy with results of last year’s tax return?

 Current accountant not taking your calls?

 Receiving tax penalty and interest notices?

 Not taking all tax deductions allowed by law?

 Tired of preparing your own tax return?

WE CAN HELP!

DONOFRIO INC.
taxes, accounting & bookkeeping

8519 4th Ave, 2nd Fl, Bklyn 718-921-1818

WITH 
THIS AD

New customers receive $50 DISCOUNT 
on first year’s tax return preparation

FREE ELECTRONIC FILING  
FOR FAST REFUNDS

SURPRISE LAKE CAMP
THE BEST IN JEWISH CAMPING

Fun & Friendships since 1902

MEMORIES
that last a lifetime

$1,000 Savings for first-time campers
Scholarships available based on need

Join us for our 110th Anniversary

212-924-3131
www.surpriselake.org

Attn:

LANDLORDS

OVER 35
YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE
718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

�����

The source for news in 
your neighborhood:

New York State 

Public Service 

Commission

1-888-Ask-PSC1

www.AskPSC.com
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BY DANIEL BUSH
The People’s Playground 

is being bottled up for old 
times sake.

The Coney Island His-
tory Project will expand its 
storefront museum beneath 
Deno’s Wonder Wheel this 
summer to showcase its 
growing collection of arti-

facts and oral testimonies of 
the iconic amusement dis-
trict before it morphs into 
a state-of-the-art, 21st cen-
tury entertainment Mecca.

“We’re keeping [old-
school] Coney Island alive 
in living memory,” said 
Charles Denson, the proj-
ect’s executive director and 

Coney Island’s legacy will be preserved in a bigger place

Making room for history

PAST IS PROLOGUE: The Coney Island History Project is expand-
ing its W. 12th Street museum — and volunteer Stan Fox can’t wait 
to show off the new space underneath Deno’s Wonder Wheel. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

founding member.
Denson doubled the deli-

sized W. 12th Street museum 
this winter by renting an 
adjacent shop and convert-
ing the two buildings be-
tween Bowery Street and the 
Boardwalk into an exhibi-
tion center with a brand new 
recording studio, where visi-
tors can preserve their favor-
ite memories of the world-fa-
mous seaside resort. 

The expanded museum, 
which moved from its orig-
inal location next to the Cy-
clone to its current home 
last summer, will also 
feature a treasure trove 
of Coney memorabilia, in-
cluding rare photographs, 
objects from the Astro-
land amusement park, and 
chunks of the century-old 
B&B Carousel, which  will 
reopen in 2013  inside the 
$29.5 million Steeplechase 
Plaza being built by the 
city beside the landmark 
Parachute Jump.

“We’re going to show 
some unusual objects that 
haven’t been seen in years,” 
said Denson. “The [mu-
seum] will connect the old 
Coney Island to the new 
one.”

Visitors can look for-
ward to more glimpses of 

Coney Island’s future this 
summer: Central Amuse-
ment — the company tapped 
by the city to transform 
the area into an upscale, 
year-round fun zone — will 
open a  go-kart track  and a 
 110-foot-tall Skycoaster ride  
between Stillwell Avenue 
and W. 15th Street. 

The amusement giant 
and Luna Park operator 
also agreed to  bring some 
Brooklyn-born restaurants  
back to the Boardwalk, but 
dumped several favorites, 
including Beer Island and 
Cha-Cha’s bar, to make way 
for fi ne dining.

Coney’s faithful wel-
comed the museum’s expan-
sion.

“It’s great that we’re pre-
serving history,” said Stan 
Fox, who volunteers at the 
archive.

Denson, who was born 
in Coney Island, isn’t the 
only old-timer increas-
ing his profi le in the area 
— Coney Island USA, the 
group behind the Mermaid 
Parade and Sideshows by 
the Seashore,  scooped up 
a popular ice cream parlor  
on Surf Avenue last month 
for a cool $1.3 million with 
plans to turn the building 
into an arts center.

IT’S GOLD, JERRY!: The Coney history museum features artifacts 
from the historic amusement district. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

WHAT’S CARMINE ANGRIER 
THAN THIS WEEK?

Carmine Santa Maria has been screeching about 
problems in southern Brooklyn — and getting results 
— for decades. Find out what he’s ranting about this 

week, and every week, in your local Courier Life 
newspaper, and every Saturday on BrooklyDaily.com.

DON’T LEAVE YOUR RETIREMENT
PLANNING TO CHANCE

DON’T LEAVE YOUR RETIREMENT
PLANNING TO CHANCE

© 2012 New York Community Bank. Member FDIC

877-786-6560                          www.myGSCB.com

So stop in today and let one of our IRA Specialists help you get started.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE GREAT BENEFITS:
•Up to $5,000 contribution per individual for 2011
•Up to $5,000 contribution per individual for 2012

•Earnings grow TAX-DEFERRED
•Contributions may be TAX DEDUCTIBLE††

•Catch-up contributions of $1,000 per individual 50 years 
of age or older for 2011 and 2012 tax years

By putting your hard earned dollars into an FDIC-insured IRA† today you can rest
assured knowing that your money will be growing SAFELY and SECURELY.

TAX TIP:
The 2011 IRA Contribution
deadline is April 17, 2012.

Why not consider using 
a portion of your 2011 

Tax Refund to fund 
your 2011 or 2012 IRA?

*Top-performing large thrift in the U.S. for the 12 months ended March 31, 2011 among thrifts 
with $2.0 billion or more in assets, as reported by SNL Financial.

†FDIC-Insured IRAs held at one financial institution are aggregated and insured in the amount 
of up to $250,000 per participant. ††Contact your tax advisor for more information. 

Now, more than ever, you need to plan for a secure financial future.Now, more than ever, you need to plan for a secure financial future.
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:

  and scar tissue formation

packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 

with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.
Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 

tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-559-6992 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 

with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
1117 57th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219
www.kellerchirony.com

718.559.6992
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT
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63rd Precinct
Marine Park —Mill Basin—Flatlands—

Bergen Beach

Lusterless loot
A gun-wielding wacko held up a 

17-year-old on E. 35th Street on Jan. 19 — 
but decided not to rob the victim after see-
ing his loot.

The victim said he was near Avenue 
K at around 10:30 pm when the perp ap-
proached with a silver small arm. 

The goon ordered the teen to drop his 
cellphone on the ground, but after the vic-
tim complied the perp changed his mind, 
saying, “I don’t need it,” and walking 
away.

dirty low-life
A gun-wielding thief robbed a laundry 

mat on Utica Avenue on Jan. 16.
Employees at the dry cleaning estab-

lishment near Kings Highway said the 
dirty crook entered at around 6:30 pm, 
showing his firearm to an employee and 
shouting, “Give me all the money. If you 
don’t give it to me, I’m going to shoot 
you.” 

The victim handed the goon $145 and 
a laptop. The thug then fled on foot, cops 
said.

three crooks
Three gun-wielding goons robbed a 

laundry mat on Avenue L on Jan. 19.
Employees said two of the crooks en-

tered the business near 56th Street at 
around 9 pm, waving their guns and 
shouting, “Where’s the money?” while the 
third kept watch outside.  

Police say one of the perps dragged an 
employee to a back room, where the other 
perp struck the employee on the head with 
his gun. The crooks then made for the reg-
ister, taking $120 before fleeing.

Fake firearm
Two masked thieves robbed a restau-

rant on Avenue U on Jan. 19 — armed with 
a simulated a gun, cops said.

The crooks struck the restaurant near 
Kimball Street at around 11 pm, pretend-
ing to have a gun and shouting, “Hey, give 
me money,” according to police. 

One of the perps covered the door, 
while the other pilfered the register, nab-
bing $300 before the duo fled.

restaurant robbery
A thief robbed a restaurant on Flat-

bush Avenue on Jan. 19.
The crook busted through the front 

door of the eatery near Avenue N, nabbing 
$100 from the register before fleeing, said 
employees.

rooftop entrance
A thief tried to rob a house on E. 53rd 

Street on Jan. 19 — but fled after residents 
came after him.

The thief entered the house near Fos-
ter Avenue through the roof at around 

11:30 am. He ransacked the bedroom, but 
was then chased off by a resident, accord-
ing to police.

information thief
A thief robbed an apartment on Far-

ragut Road on Jan. 21.
The thief broke down the front door of 

the apartment near E. 59th Street at 11:30 
am, and took a safe, which contained vari-
ous documents, cops said.

Purse snatching
A purse snatcher robbed a woman on 

Avenue N on Jan. 18.
The victim said she was near E. 54th 

Street at 1:30 am when the perp ran up 
and snatched her purse, which contained 
credit cards.

car crook
A thief pilfered a car on Avenue O on 

Jan. 13.
The victim said he parked his car near 

Utica Avenue at 9 pm, but returned to find 
his navigation system, speakers, battery, 
amp and digital regulator missing.

— Colin Mixson

69th Precinct
canarsie

Stunning robbery
An armed crew mugged a couple on 

Ralph Avenue on Jan. 10 — attacking 
them with a stun gun.

Cops say the couple was walking to a 
car parked near E. 80th Street at 3:45 am 
when the suspects attacked, zapping both 
with the gun.

One of the victim’s tried to escape, 
but the suspects chased him down, giv-
ing him another dose of electricity before 
running off with his cash and jewelry.

The suspects also fired three shots at 
the female victim during the terrifying 
ordeal, cops were told.

Alleged shooting
Cops arrested a 17-year-old who they 

claim nearly killed another man on Av-
enue J on Dec. 30.

The teen, who was arrested last week, 
was allegedly arguing with his victim 
near E. 81st Street at 11:24 am when he 
pulled a gun and opened fire, hitting his 
victim in the neck.

The victim was taken to a local hospi-
tal for treatment. Cops charged the teen 
with attempted murder.

Money grabber
Cops arrested a man they say tried to 

swipe a wad of cash from a man on Glen-
wood Road on Jan. 15.

The victim told police that the thief 
was eyeing him for awhile near Rock-
away Parkway at 2 am. When he finally 
paid for something at a local store, the 
suspect lashed out, taking the money out 
of his hands.

But he didn’t get far: cops from the 69th 
Precinct caught up with the thief a short 
time later, charging him with robbery.

— Thomas Tracy

61St Precinct
sheePshead Bay—hoMecrest—Manhattan 

Beach–gravesend

Jumped on nostrand
A thug with a switchblade robbed three 

12-year-old boys on Nostrand Avenue on 
Jan. 17, taking $100 off the trio.

The pre-adolescents were hanging out 
near Avenue S at 2:33 pm when the suspect 
approached and flashed his weapon.

“Where’s the money,” he asked before 
yanking a wad of cash from one of the vic-
tim’s hands and running off.

iPhone thugs
Cops say a young couple jumped a 

17-year-old on Voorhies Avenue on Jan. 20, 
taking his iPhone 4.

The victim said he was nearing E. 18th 
Street at 9:40 pm when the suspects at-
tacked, punching him in the face until he 
gave up his Smartphone.

Cops arrested a man and a woman a 
short time later, charging them with rob-
bery.

restaurant raid
A pair of thugs raided the Wing Ling 

Restaurant on Avenue R on Jan. 19, taking 
$300 and a kitchen knife.

Workers at the store between Haring 
and Nostrand avenues said they were tak-
ing orders at 10:45 pm when the suspects 
ran behind the counter. One of the men 
grabbed a knife on the counter and threat-
ened an employee while the second sus-
pect jammed his hand inside his pocket as 
if he had a gun.

The thieves emptied the till and ran 
out of the store to an awaiting silver Nis-
san Altima, witnesses told police.

Bad tip
Cops arrested two men who they said 

attacked a cab driver who had brought 
them to E. 18th Street on Jan. 23.

The cabbie said he had let them off be-
tween Avenues T and U at 9:50 pm when 
one of them said, “You know what’s going 
on.”

Second later, the two men allegedly 
pummelled the cabbie, taking both his 
wallet and cellphone.

Cops arrested them a short time later.

Lethal ladies
A crew of teenage girls jumped a 

17-year-old near Nostrand Avenue on Jan. 
18, taking $1,500 in property, according to 
cops.

The victim said she was near Avenue 
X at 3 pm while on her way to her friend’s 
house when she was jumped.

The girls allegedly took her Gucci bag 
and $800.

Cops arrested a 17-year-old suspect a 
short time later, charging her with rob-
bery.

robbed on delivery
Two thugs allegedly attacked a Chi-

nese food delivery man making a drop off 
on Avenue W on Jan. 19.

The victim told police that he had just 
entered an apartment building between 
Batchelder and Bragg streets when one 
of the suspects grabbed him from behind, 
putting him in a choke hold.

The second suspect punched him in 
the face, robbing him of $200.

Cops arrested a man a short time later, 
charging him with robbery.

Vicious thanks
Police arrested a 46-year-old woman 

who they said tried to stab an EMT treat-
ing her on Kings Highway on Jan. 20.

The paramedic was working on the 
woman at 9:20 pm near E. 16th Street when 
she allegedly pulled a knife from inside 
her jacket and lashed out at the EMT.

Cops stopped her before she could 
hurt the paramedic, charging her with at-
tempted assault.

construction creep
A thief dressed as a construction 

worker broke into an Ocean Parkway 
apartment on Jan. 23, taking more than 
$6,000 in cash and jewelry.

The 59-year-old tenant said that some-
one picked the front lock to her apartment 
between Avenue P and Quentin Road 
sometime after 3 pm.

Her neighbors saw nothing suspicious 
— save for the guy dressed in a yellow vest 
and hard hat wandering around the hall-
way.

Bread steal
A thief broke into the Rose Bakery on 

Kings Highway on Jan. 20, taking $50.
Workers at the bread shop between E. 

Seventh and E. Eighth streets said that 
someone chucked a Master Lock through 
their window sometime before 1:30 am, 
crawled through the hole he created, and 
emptied the till. — Thomas Tracy
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We Gave Out $35 MILLION
In Loans Last Year!

Proudly Serving Brooklyn For Over 75 Years!

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809

Open Sat. 9-1pm
www.brfcu.org

NEED
CASH?

You Can Borrow $5,000 For As Little As $150 Per Month

CALL NOW !!!

YOUR ONE-STOP
SERVICE

CENTER

WE SERVICE & INSTALL
 Audio Equipment

 Dish & HD Roof Antennas

 Air Conditioners

 Transfer Your Videos To DVD

90 DAY
GUARANTEE
ON  LABOR & PARTS

INSTALLED BY US

FREE
HOUSE CALL

WITH ANY REPAIR

B&R Electronics & AC Service
 2577 E. 27th Street
      Brooklyn, NY

www.TVRepairsBrooklyn.com

718-743-2407

OVER 35 YEARS
EXPEIENCE

LCD & PLASMA
TUBE TV’S

COMPUTER & CAMCORDER
VIDEO EQUIPMENT

AIR CONDITIONERSEERS

FREE
ESTIMATES

ON ALL
CARRY-IN UNITS

 Computers & Monitors

 VCRs/DVDs

 Game Systems

 LCD/DLP/Plasma TV’s

R CONDITIONEEERS

Serving 
All of Brooklyn

The city lashed out against a Brooklyn federal court 
judge it called “media-obsessed and biased” — all be-
cause the judge ruled that the FDNY intentionally dis-
criminated against minorities.

In court papers fi led last week, city attorneys asked 
that Judge Nicholas Garaufi s be pulled off the ongoing 
federal lawsuit over allegations that the FDNY’s hiring 
practices were biased and a “neutral arbiter” be put in 
his place.

City attorneys say Garaufi s committed many legal er-
rors in his briefs on the issue and was acting as both a 
“witness and advocate” for the Vulcan Society of black 
fi refi ghters, the organization that launched the civil 
rights suit.  

“The nature and extent of the errors, especially the 
one-sided manner in which the evidence was analyzed, 
calls [Garaufi s’] impartiality into serious question,” the 
city explained in the 139-page legal brief fi led on Jan. 17. 
“The court’s preoccupation with press coverage rein-
forces the many other indications that the city was de-
prived of a fair and neutral fact-fi nder.”

During the ongoing court case, Judge Garaufi s ruled 
that the FDNY’s recruiting exams were biased against 
“large segments of the city’s population.”

After reviewing the arguments, Garaufi s sided with 
the Vulcan Society, claiming that FDNY tests adminis-
tered between 1999 and 2007 had little to do with the ac-
tual duties of a fi refi ghter and “required an inappropri-
ate reading level,” according to published reports.

The Vulcan Society, which was represented by the 
Center for Constitutional Rights in Manhattan, claimed 

that the FDNY test’s language inherently discriminates 
against black and Hispanic New Yorkers.

“If we have an exam that’s relative and inclusive, we 
have a greater chance,” Vulcan Society President John 
Coombs told reporters. “It’s a bad exam when the exam 
gives you the same results... results that are abysmal for 
diversity.”

The city appealed the decision, but claims that Garau-
fi s has ignored plenty of evidence that states the FDNY is 
more diversifi ed. 

Offi cials said that there are more than 11,500 fi refi ght-
ers in the FDNY. Less than 1,100 are black or Hispanic.

Alleged exporter faces 20 years
A man accused of exporting spools of carbon fi ber to 

Iran is facing 20 years in prison now that he’s pleaded 

guilty to violating the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act.

Richard Phillips entered his guilty plea on Jan. 18, 
well aware that he could face the next two decades in the 
slammer.

Federal prosecutors say that Phillips “offered his ser-
vice and expertise” in exporting the carbon fi ber to Teh-
ran, Iran — and he knew that he was violating U.S. law, 
since he wasn’t directly exporting the goods. Rather, he 
had a go-between send the carbon fi ber through the Phil-
ippines.

Carbon fi ber is used to create specialized technology, 
such aerospace and nuclear engineering. U.S. law forbids 
anyone from shipping such goods to Iran, which is re-
portedly trying to create nuclear weapons.

To send items l`ike carbon fi ber to Iran would jeopar-
dize national security.

During their investigation of Phillips, FBI offi cials re-
ceived recordings that showed the importer knew he was 
violating the law.

“I know what the rules are…I know what the gray 
area is…I could give a f--- about what they say about what 
we can ship somewhere else,” he was recorded saying. 

“Motivated purely by greed, [Phillips] threw his en-
ergies into supplying Iran with carbon fi ber and delib-
erately breaking the law,” U.S. Attorney Loretta Lynch 
said in a statement. “We stand committed to protecting 
our national security by enforcing our nation’s export 
control laws, and this case stands as a stark warning to 
those who would violate the Iranian embargo and send 
sensitive technology and equipment abroad.”

City: We have no faith in ‘biased’ judge
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BY DANIEL BUSH
Councilman Lew Fidler 

says he sees the red wave 
about to crash down upon 
southern Brooklyn — and 
is lashing himself to other 
Democrats to weather the 
upcoming storm. 

The Marine Park Demo-
crat, battling Republican 
attorney David Storobin 
for disgraced Carl Kruger’s 
vacant state Senate seat, ac-
cused deep-pocketed GOP 
leaders of encroaching in 
other typically blue dis-
tricts that stretch from Ca-
narsie to Brighton Beach.

“This is where we draw 
the line in the sand,” a fi red-
up Fidler told two-dozen 
members of the Brooklyn 
Young Democrats at a Jan. 
18 gathering the group 
hosted at Wheeler’s Restau-
rant in Sheepshead Bay. “If 

I lose this race they’re com-
ing for [every Democrat].”

Fidler said a GOP take-
over would redraw the po-
litical map — dooming fu-
ture Democrats’ chances 
for decades to come.

“They [want] to change 
politics for the rest of your 
adult lives here in Southern 
Brooklyn,” Fidler said.

Fidler spokesman Kal-
man Yeger said the veteran 
lawmaker plans to “run a 
campaign that speaks to the 
voters in the district,” but 
declined to discuss specif-
ics on their plans for beat-
ing Storobin.

Fidler’s tough talk  fol-
lowed comments  by state 
Sen. Marty Golden (R–Bay 
Ridge) that Senate Repub-
licans planned to spend up 
to $500,000 to help Storobin 
trounce Fidler in the March 

20 special election.
Southern Brooklyn was 

long considered a Demo-
cratic stronghold until Rep. 
Bob Turner (R–Sheepshead 
Bay)  beat Assemblyman Da-
vid Weprin  (D–Queens) to 
replace former democratic 
Rep. Anthony Weiner, who 
resigned after a cybersex 
scandal last year.

Nearly 66 percent of vot-
ers in Kruger’s former dis-
trict backed Turner, giving 
borough Republicans hope 
that they could expand their 
infl uence from Bay Ridge, 
where leaders include 
Golden, Assemblywoman 
Nicole Malliotakis (R–Bay 
Ridge), and Rep. Michael 
Grimm (R–Bay Ridge) who 
beat Democratic incumbent 
Michael McMahon in 2010, 
to southern Brooklyn.

Storobin, also the vice 

president of the Kings 
County Republican Com-
mittee, launched his can-

didacy within weeks of 
Kruger resigning after con-
fessing to taking $1 million 

in bribes while in offi ce. 
The rookie candidate also 
blasted Fidler for launch-
ing his campaign on the 
steps of City Hall instead 
of inside the district, which 
spans from Brighton Beach 
to Mill Basin.

“He’s ignored the needs 
of the people of southern 
Brooklyn as a councilman, 
and now he’s ignoring us 
as a senate candidate,” 
Storobin said. “Our com-
munity deserves better.”

But Fidler’s supporters 
vowed to keep Storobin out 
of offi ce.

“We can’t let Republi-
cans take Southern Brook-
lyn,” said Sheepshead 
Bay native and Brooklyn 
Young Democrats president 
Amanda Pizzuti. “I hope we 
can keep the senate district 
blue.”

Fidler rallies Democrats to help 
him fi ght Republican ‘Red Wave’

Councilman Lew Fidler. Community Newspaper Group / Aaron Short
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• PATIENT EDUCATION - Audio/visual presentations will be used to 
share valuable oral health information and nutritional data and 
answer your questions on how to ensure your child’s healthy smile.

• TOOTHBRUSH CAMPAIGN - Toothbrushes, toothpaste, oral health 
literature, and other dental health related items will be 
distributed.

• THE DR. MOLAR MAGIC SHOW

• NY MASONIC CHILD SAFETY AND IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM - A 
free voluntary program designed to assist local law enforcement 
of�cers through the Amber Alert System. Parent or legal guardian 
must be present to sign permission slip.

• FREE DENTAL SCREENINGS - Colgate’s 
Bright Smiles Bright Futures Van will
provide free dental screenings for 
children ages 3-12 years.Health Day

Sunday, February 5, 2012
10 AM — 2 PM

AVIATOR SPORTS & EVENTS CENTER 
Floyd Bennett Field

3159 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234

(718) 758-7500

Sponsored by the 

SECOND DISTRICT DENTAL SOCIETY OF NY
in celebration of February 2012 

NATIONAL CHILDREN’S DENTAL HEALTH MONTH

FREE!
February is 
National
Children’s

Dental Health 
Month!

www.sddsny.org

CONTACT SECOND DISTRICT 
CONTACT SECOND DISTRICT FOR MORE INFORMATION:

(718) 522-3939 
or info@sddsny.org

Children’s Program

Dental

PRE REGISTRATION REQUIRED

“Grand Prize 
Giveaway” 

From 
Gerald Peters 

Gold Mine

Presents Our

Super Bride
Sunday Bridal Expo

@ Dyker Beach Golf Course
th th

Unforgettable Affairs Expo is also the place to fi nd one-of-a-kind 
show specials. Many of our exhibitors offer booking incentives 
and special discounts not found anywhere else. Whether your 
wedding is large or small, you’ll fi nd a wide range of wedding 
merchants eager to please a variety of tastes and budgets.

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier
Entertainment Guide

YOUR COMPLETE DIRECTORY TO 
NIGHTLIFE, DINING & MORE
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FLIPFLIP

BY COLIN MIXSON
Detectives are investi-

gating the possibility that 
the man found dead in a 
burning pile of garbage on 
Hendrickson Street on Jan. 
12 may have been dumped 
in Marine Park after dying 
somewhere else.

“The burn patterns [be-
tween the victim and the 
trash] don’t match,” a police 
source familiar with the 
case told this paper. “And 
the garbage [the victim] 
was found in is not usu-
ally found on Hendrickson 
Street. Right now it could 
be that he died there or that 
he was brought there, but 
we won’t know for sure un-
til the medical examiner 
and our crime scene inves-
tigators fi nd out more.”

The NYPD says the vic-
tim, a white male who has 
yet to be identifi ed, was 
found under a pile of rub-
bish set ablaze on the side of 
the Furniture Zone on Flat-
bush Avenue at 3:43 am.

At the time, nearby res-
idents told the New York 
Daily News that the victim 
may have been homeless.

“A lot of homeless people 
hang around back there,” 
one man told the Manhat-
tan paper. “It was probably 
one of them.”

Yet some residents 
didn’t believe the homeless 
theory — and investigators 
quickly confi rmed their 
suspicions.

“[The police] think he 
was dumped there,” said 
Greg Borruso, the president 

of both the Marine Park 
Civic Association and the 
63rd Precinct Community 
Council. “They think he 
was killed elsewhere and 
that this was the ideal place 
to dump the body.”

A spokeswoman for the 
city Medical Examiner’s of-
fi ce said that there was not 
an apparent cause of death 
— meaning the victim had 
not been shot or stabbed. An 
exact cause of death has yet 
to be determined as investi-
gators await the results of 
toxicology tests.

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding this inci-
dent is urged to contact 
the NYPD CrimeStoppers 
hotline at (800) 577-TIPS. 
All calls will be kept confi -
dential.

Man found in trash might 
have been dumped, cops say

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838 718-646-4659

NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.    
     That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

PAIN MANAGEMENT

 1815 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11210
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Back Pain Neck Pain
Rajesh Patel, MD, FIPP, DABPM
Nityananda Podder, MD
More than 20 years of combined experience

(718) 676 9400
Most Insurance, Medicaid HMO's, 
Worker’s comp, No Fault accepted

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, or iPad, 
visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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By Daniel Bush
An unhinged hood-

lum defaced cars belong-
ing to Borough President 
Markowitz, his top aides, 
and several judges on Fri-
day — damaging 10 vehicles 
and leaving public officials 
crying over their wrecked 
wheels.

Police say suspected 
vandal Alex Breytman of 
Ocean Parkway sprayed 
paint remover on Markow-
itz’s government-issued 
Toyota Highlander Hybrid, 
senior adviser Carlo Scis-
sura’s 2011 Lexus SUV, and 
eight other vehicles parked 
in a Borough Hall parking 
lot off Joralemon Street be-
tween Boerum Place and 
Court Street at around 4:30 
pm.

Cops caught up with 
Breytman a short time later 
at an Adams Street garage, 
our sister publication, the 
New York Post, reported. 

Breytman was arrested, 
but the victims of the crime 
are still fuming.

“I’ll have to paint the 

whole car over,” moaned 
Scissura, whose luxury 
ride was marked up with 
several foot-long streaks 
that were still visible days 
after the attack. “It’ll be ex-
pensive.”

Scissura said he had no 
idea why only cars belong-

ing to public officials were 
targeted, but insisted the 
vandalism wasn’t politi-
cally motivated. 

Cops wouldn’t specu-
late on the motive as they 
slapped Breytman with 10 
counts of criminal mischief. 
Breytman was released on 

$1,000 bail after appear-
ing in Brooklyn Criminal 
Court on Jan. 23. His at-
torney did not return calls 
seeking comment.

Markowitz called the act 
of vandalism “reprehen-
sible.”

 — with Dan MacLeod

A vandal poured paint remover on Borough President Markowitz’s car outside of Borough Hall. The 
Beep’s senior adviser Carlo Scissura — whose car was also targeted in the attack — points out the dam-
age. Community Newspaper Group / Dan MacLeod

Pols’, judges’ cars attacked Michael Mele: 
‘I killed Laura’
By Thomas Tracy

The sex felon sus-
pected of killing Bay 
Ridge beauty Laura Garza 
pleaded guilty to her mur-
der on Monday, moments 
before his murder trial 
was scheduled to start 
— an 11th hour, skin-sav-
ing plea deal that left the 
woman’s family reeling 
with shock and anger.

In a remorseless confes-
sion, Michael Mele said he 
smothered the 26-year-old 
aspiring dancer from Texas 
to death after picking her 
up at a Manhattan night 
club in 2008, then dumped 
her body in a remote area 
outside Scranton, PA.

Mele, 26, said he met 
Garza at the Marquee Club 
in Chelsea and later took 
her to his apartment in 
Wallkill, NY, where an ar-
gument ensued after she 
spied a photograph of him 
and his girlfriend.

“She wanted to leave. I 
didn’t want to drive back,” 

an unflinching Mele told 
an Orange County Court 
judge on Monday. “She 
started to get a little louder. 
I put my hand over her 
mouth and partially her 
nose, and shortly after 
that, she stopped yelling, 
stopped moving, and I re-
alized something bad had 
happened.”

His actions took Gar-
za’s life and destroyed her 
close-knit family, which 
spent years looking for the 
missing woman until her 
remains were discovered 
in 2010. 

Mele pleaded guilty on 
the understanding that 
he would receive a 23-year 
prison sentence, meaning 
he would be sprung from 
jail before he turned 50. He 
faced 25 years to life if con-
victed by a jury — a pros-
pect Garza’s outraged fam-
ily wished he had faced.

“This is not justice,” 
Garza’s brother, Ivan, 
said.

FEET HURT? 
IMPROVE APPEARANCE!

BUNIONS
 CROOKED TOES 
HAMMERTOES 

CORNS
CALLOUSES 

INGROWN NAILS 
HEEL PAIN 

WARTS

Dr. H. Frank & Dr. J. Knobel
1636 E 14th Street 

Bet. Kings Highway & Ave. P
Brooklyn, NY 11229

662 Bedford Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11211

CALL TODAY
(718) 336-1800

Advanced Techniques for Bunion and Hammertoe Correction 
No Pain - Minimally Invasive - Quick Recovery

In most cases return back to work & daily activities the next day.
MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

REPAIR & REMOVE PERMANENTLY!

Do you have?

Now recruiting students for the 2012-13 Academic Year 
Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th  Grades

at the

Public school at 
3340 Kings Highway • Brooklyn, NY 11234

ALL ARE WELCOME!!
Apply for your child NOW! • Open Houses Scheduled every Tuesday!!

Please visit our website to download an application at
WWW.HLACHARTERSCHOOL.ORG

APPLY TODAY!!

Academic Excellence • Hebrew and English Language Instruction
Community Service • Israeli Culture and History • Chess Instruction
Two Teachers in each Class • Extended School Day and School Year

IMPORTANT DATES!!
Application is due April 1

Lottery will be held on April 18
Opening Day for Students will be August 2012
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OP-ED

Long-time residents of 
Boerum Hill have al-
ways known that the 

House of Detention would 
re-open one day, and now 
that day is imminent. To be 
sure, it will be a challenge 
to integrate our return-
ing neighbor into a more 
densely residential envi-
ronment.

Let me make it clear 
that the House of Deten-
tion is only one part of the 
downtown puzzle. With the 
courthouse and many state 
and city offi ces nearby, the fi rst issue will 
be the multitude of parking placards. In 
the past, it was not unusual to see cars 
with placards blocking bus stops and in-
tersections, giving little heed to pedes-
trian access. I want to point out that the 
Department of Correction was typically 
not among the bad actors; however, any 
rise in the number of parking placards 
may bring the return of this chaos.

The Department of Correction has 
notifi ed its staff that parking is very 
limited, and encouraged workers to use 
mass transit. The 84th Precinct and Bor-
ough Hall have been forceful in policing 
this situation while the jail was closed. 
There are only a few locations where il-
legal parking takes place — the sidewalk 
behind the jail seems to be a favorite for 

court offi cers.
The Department of 

Correction Commis-
sioner and the House 
of Detention Warden 
have pledged to be 
“good neighbors” by 
maintaining a safe en-
vironment both inside 
and outside the facility. 
They were forthcom-
ing about operational 
issues including visi-
tor’s hours, staffi ng 
numbers and building 
access procedures. 

In response to neighbors’ concerns 
about contraband, drugs or weapons 
hidden on local properties, an offi cer 
will patrol the block around the jail dur-
ing visiting hours. They will also assign 
a Community Affairs representative 
who can respond to any community is-
sue. 

Hopefully the Department of Correc-
tion can reach out to the courts, the 84th 
Precinct, and state and city agencies, to 
sensitize other departments to the is-
sues of the nearby residents.

To be a good neighbor is to have a di-
alogue when needed; The Boerum Hill 
Association will work with the Depart-
ment of Corrections to realize that goal. 
Howard Kolins is the president of the 
Boerum Hill Association.

The Brooklyn House of 
Detention, capacity 759 
inmates, was built in 

1957. Located in downtown 
Brooklyn, on Atlantic Avenue, 
the 11-story facility housed in-
mates steadily for nearly half a 
century before the city closed 
the building temporarily in 
2003. This facility wasn’t the 
borough’s fi rst city jail; there 
has been a city jail in Brook-
lyn since 1686, but performs 
crucial services that are criti-
cal to law enforcement and 
criminal justice. 

The jail will re-open as the Brooklyn De-
tention Complex in February 2012, fully refur-
bished. Inmates will be transferred gradually to 
the facility over several months. The majority of 
them will be pre-trial detainees with criminal 
cases in Brooklyn and Staten Island. Its capacity 
remains steady at 759 inmates. There will be no 
expansion.  

The New York City Department of Correction 
operates a total of 11 jails with detention facili-
ties on Rikers Island and in the Bronx, Manhat-
tan, Brooklyn and Queens, where the Queens 
Detention Center will also reopen within the 
year. In total, approximately 13,000 inmates are 
detained daily, and in the course of a year, about 
90,000 are admitted and released. Relatively few 
— about 15 percent — are sentenced to the state’s 
correctional system. The majority return home. 
These facts inform our work. The Department 

of Correction is a proud member 
of the city’s law enforcement and 
criminal justice community, and 
we work closely with the city’s 
other uniformed and human ser-
vices agencies to ensure your safety 
and wellbeing while inmates are in 
our custody. In anticipation of the 
jail’s reopening, the department 
called the fi rst meeting of the Com-
munity Advisory Committee last 
month, which includes representa-
tives from Community Board Dis-
tricts 2 and 6 a member appointed 
by the Brooklyn Borough President 
and the Councilmember from Dis-

trict 33. Its chair is a member of the Department 
of Corrections, Tom Bergdall; our general coun-
sel and a longtime resident of Community Board  
Districts 2 and 6. Warden Walter Nin, a 28-year 
member of service, also serves on the committee. 
An able correction administrator, Warden Nin 
will ensure the jail is a safe and secure facility 
and your good neighbor. 

The Department is hosting an open house for 
the community on Saturday, Feb. 4. Both Warden 
Nin and Tom Bergdall will be there, as will I. We 
invite you to tour the facility, speak with us and 
meet our staff.  We will also post frequently asked 
questions with answers on our website at www.
nyc.gov/doc and we have established an email ad-
dress to convey comments and concerns directly 
to the facility at BKDC@doc.nyc.gov.
Dora Schriro is the New York City Department of 
Correction commissioner.

BY DORA SCHRIROBY HOWARD KOLINS

The prison has to be a good neighbor The House of Detention is crucial to our work 

WHO’S BEING HELD PRISONER?WHO’S BEING HELD PRISONER?
The city has announced it will 

reopen the controversial, 759-

bed Brooklyn House of Deten-

tion on Atlantic Avenue after 

nearly a decade — and Boerum 

Hill residents are raising con-

cerns over parking availabili-

ty, planters being used to stash 

contriband, and proximity to 

dangerous criminals. Yet the 

city maintains the House of 

Detention must open. Below 

are two views on the jail.
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Purchase These Vouchers

Exclusively AT:
www.BoroDeal.com

REGULAR PRICE

The Fine Print

$7.00
$7 BUYS YOU A $15

REBOUND CARWASH

More Than Half off
Rebound Package from

Oakley’s Carwash
A clean car is a happy car—and a hap-

py car is a happy owner. Spread some 
joy with today’s deal from Oakley’s Car-
wash: $7 buys a Rebound package, a 
$15 value!

Oakley’s signature Rebound package 
includes a full-service car wash, under-
carriage wash, rust inhibitor, hot wax, 
clear coat protectant, Armor All for 
tires, wheel cleaning, mat cleaning, and 
a triple polish. The pros at Oakley’s are 
professional, experienced, and detail-
oriented. 

Keep your ride in peak condition with 
today’s deal from Oakley’s Carwash

25 Neptune Ave
Brooklyn NY, 11235

Limit per person: 2 (+2 as a gift)
Promotion Expires on March 15, 2012
Limit one voucher per vehicle per visit
Cannot be combined with any other offers
Oversize vehicles (trucks) charged $2 extra to be paid at time of wash
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
John and Jane Q. Public 

mixed business with a good 
deed on Saturday by agree-
ing to support a cancer-
fi ghting benefi t organized 
by their local tax prepara-
tion offi ce.

Clients at the Liberty 
Tax Service offi ce near 
Utica and Snyder avenues 
were invited to pledge funds 
— or better still, put their 
best foot forward — for a 
summer Relay for Life run 
at the Aviator Sports and 
Events Center to benefi t the 
American Cancer Society.

The call to arms was is-
sued on Jan. 21 to make a 
“meaningful difference” in 
the fi ght against the poten-
tially killer disease, said 
employee and race coordi-
nator Karen Esposito, who 
decorated the Flatbush of-
fi ce with lilac balloons — 
the color of cancer aware-

ness — and handed out 
slices of lilac-iced cake to 
drum up followers.

“Almost everyone has 
been touched by cancer, ei-
ther through their own per-
sonal battle or through some-

one they love,” she said.
Supporters also made a 

spectacle of themselves to 
promote the cause, with Lu-
ciana Cook of Sunset Park 
pounding the pavement 
gussied up as Lady Liberty 
to recruit big-hearted pe-
destrians.

The Relay for Life is one 
the cancer group’s signa-
ture fundraisers, mobiliz-
ing good Samaritans from 
all walks of life across the 
nation to celebrate sur-
vivors, remember the de-
ceased, and raise money for 
research, programs, and 
one day a cure. Races typi-
cally begin with a lap run 
by survivors, and conclude 
with an after-dark lumi-
naria ceremony, featuring 
a silent stroll to commemo-
rate victims. 

Liberty Tax Service 
aids charities throughout 
the year, including Cell 

Phones for Soldiers, March 
of Dimes, and the American 
Red Cross. Relay for Life — 
established in 1985 by Wash-
ington colorectal surgeon 
Dr. Gordy Klatt — is one 
more way to show solidar-
ity with the less fortunate, 
according to Liberty’s top 
offi cial.

“It’s a unique event and 

a great opportunity to con-
tribute to the American 
Cancer Society’s mission 
of saving lives, by helping 
people get and stay well, by 
fi nding cures and fi ghting 
back,” said Chief Executive 
Offi cer John Hewitt.

Cancer is second only to 
heart disease as the leading 
cause of death in New York 

where 100,000 new cases 
are diagnosed each year, re-
ports the state Department 
of Health.

Relay for Life at Aviator 
Sports and Events Center 
[3159 Flatbush Avenue in 
Floyd Bennett Field, (718) 
758-7580], June 2 at 1 pm; 
http://www.relayforlife.org/
relay.    

Karen Esposito sweetens the deal for clients with an iced cake. Photos by Elizabeth Graham
Lady Liberty Luciana Cook re-
cruits the big-hearted outside 
of Liberty Tax Service in Flat-
bush. 

Big hearts, bucks 
for cancer research 

FREE WIFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 
718-692-1515

2256 Hendrickson Street 

(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: 
thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

REPAIRED 
PAINLESSLY

“On The Move!”
KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

Major Medical Service 
Expansions Coming  
This Spring...

We’re expanding our Emergency 
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To the editor,
Joanna DelBuono (“Not for Nuthin”), 

your view on teacher tenure does not 
show any true understanding of what ten-
ure is (“Mayor Mike hits another homer,” 
Jan. 19).

Tenure provides protection against ar-
bitrary and capricious actions. It does not 
keep teachers from being fi red. It provides 
safeguards to keep principals from fi ring 
teachers due to personal feelings, nepo-
tism, and the like. Tenure requires princi-
pals to show proof that teachers are inef-
fective or not worthy of their positions. 

What if the shoe were on the other 
foot? How would you feel if the newspaper 
you wrote for fi red you because of an un-
just reason? In Texas last year, a teacher 
was fi red for doing a lousy job teaching 
Spanish. I guess it was the teacher’s fault 
because they did not speak Spanish, but 
had to teach it because that was what the 
principal assigned her to do. That’s what 
happens when there are no tenure protec-
tions. This is just one sample, of which 
you could fi nd thousands. 

The only reason Mayor Bloomberg 
wants to get rid of tenure is to get rid of 
teachers who earn more money because of 
their many years of teaching. If you want to 
discuss a travesty, look at the way princi-
pals are selected today for their managerial 
skills — “principals” who never taught, 
and must rely on assistants because they 
are unable to recognize effective teaching 
and have no idea how to improve teaching. 

Mayor Bloomberg likes to call himself 
the “education mayor.” In my 40 years of 
teaching, I have never felt so undervalued, 
and most of my colleagues feel the same 
way. What he has done in education is dis-
gusting. I recommend you read both sides 
in the future.
 Bruce Herman

 Marine Park

• • •
To the editor,

Joanna DelBuono, education is the 
light at the end of the tunnel, and it pains 
me to see how uneducated you are on 
the topic of teacher tenure. Like Mayor 

Bloomberg, you are under the impression 
that tenure means that teachers get a free 
ride, that teachers don’t have to do what 
is expected of them, and that an incompe-
tent teacher gets to keep their job — all of 
which is untrue.

Your column does address one truth, 
“It is the teacher that stands in front of 
the class everyday.” Teachers are at the 
front lines when it comes to educating 
our children. They see the obstacles faced 
everyday, such as lack of supplies, lack of 
technology, lack of parent involvement, 
lack of student skills, lack of space and 
lack of respect.

Why is education the only fi eld that is 
allowed to be headed by non-educators — 
remember Cathie Black? Would we intrust 
a hospital to be headed by an editor? 

If Bloomberg really wants to help our 
children, then maybe he should speak 
with teachers. And for those bad teachers 
you refer to, ask yourself how they were 
allowed to be tenured. It was because a su-
pervisor didn’t do his or her job!
 Tiffany Rios

• • •
To the editor,

Gov. Cuomo has recommended an eval-
uation system for teachers. Why is it that 
every politician forgets that teachers can 
do just so much. 

It is up to the parents to reinforce what 
the teachers do. It is up to the parents to 
be part of their child’s education. It is up 
to the parents to be sure that their child’s 
homework and studying are completed. 
There should be an evaluation system for 
the parents as well. Without the parent’s 
participation, the a teacher’s chances of 
success are greatly diminished. 
 Ronald Cohen

 Gravesend

• • •
To the editor,

I heard the following commercial on 
radio: “Our members do an excellent job, 
despite working longer hours and being 
subject to increased violence.” The com-
mercial came from Norman Seabrook of 
the Correction Offi cers Union.

This message could have easily come 
from teachers in the public school sys-
tem.
 Ed Greenspan

 Sheepshead Bay

• • •
To the editor,

Mayor Bloomberg seems to think the 
reason for failing schools and students 
are the teachers. I disagree. There are 
good, bad and some in between, but I 
would think that most of the 75,000 teach-
ers in the city are above average. Of the 
33 failing schools, how many are in pre-

dominately minority areas where there 
are one-parent households, where they 
either don’t have the time or the inclina-
tion to give their child the proper tutelage 
to succeed in school? The teacher sets the 
basis for learning, and the rest is up to the 
student and parents or guardian to con-
tinue the education process by following 
up with the child’s progress. 

I would venture to guess that in most 
cases children are basically on their own 
when it comes to their studies and home-
work, and their parents are totally un-
aware of their academics.

Parents should be asked when was the 
last time you checked your child’s home-
work? When was the last open school 
meeting you attended? When was the last 
time you returned a teachers phone call? 

It’s not all the teacher’s fault little 
Johnny is failing, and it’s not all little 
Johnny’s fault either. Some of the fault lies 
with parents.
 Cronin Miller

 Midwood

Lou’s Greenfi eld ‘pow’
To the editor,

Being the target of public criticism 
is a fair and expected reality of holding 
elected offi ce. However, to paraphrase 
the late great Sen. Daniel Patrick Moyni-
han, while people are entitled to their own 
opinions they are not entitled to their own 
facts. 

Please allow me to set the record straight 
regarding Lou Powsner’s recent inaccurate 
claims that I have ignored the Bensonhurst 
portion of my district (“Gerrymandered 
Bensonhurst lacks leadership,” Speak 
Out, online, Jan. 10). The fact is that noth-
ing could be further from the truth. No 
matter how you measure it — meetings 
attended, constituent cases handled, local 
group funded or services provided — I have 
worked hard each and every day to deliver 
for every corner of the 44th District, includ-
ing the portion of Bensonhurst that I am 
privileged to represent. 

In the less than two years I have held 
offi ce, I have allocated hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to numerous Bensonhurst 
civic, community, cultural, educational 
and athletic organizations which play a 
vital role in making it a great place to live. 
Either a representative or I have attended 
countless important civic meetings in the 
community, including every single com-
munity board meeting since I was elected 
to offi ce. In addition, I have fought on be-
half of Bensonhurst residents on issues 
such as keeping our senior centers open 
and maintaining our quality of life. In 
fact, I am currently leading the fi ght to in-
crease the parking spaces in the develop-

ment of a nine-story medical offi ce on 61st 
Street and Bay Parkway. Finally, my offi ce 
has resolved hundreds of constituent com-
plaints, ranging from potholes that need 
to be fi lled to government agencies that 
are not responsive. One such complaint is 
the one that was fi led by Lou Powsner. 

As my offi ce has told him on numerous 
occasions, we have been promised by the 
Department of Transportation that the 
stretch of road from McDonald Avenue 
to Ocean Parkway on Avenue P will be 
repaved when the repaving season starts 
again in the spring.

The fact is that I have worked hard on 
behalf of the people of Bensonhurst every 
day since taking offi ce, and that work is 
refl ected throughout my district.
 Councilman David Greenfi eld 

(D–Bensonhurst-Midwood)

‘Correct’ Stan
To the editor,

Stanley Gershbein (“It’s Only My Opin-
ion”) is totally correct — Occupy Wall 
Street protesters should be concerned with 
their elected offi cials (“1, 2, 4, what are they 
fi ghting for?” Dec. 5, online). They should 
leave Zuccotti Park and seek the right help 
that we all need, and go to Capitol Hill 
where the true power lives and lies.

Also, Ernesto  Cavalier of Marine Park 
is so right (“No to N-word,” Letters to the 
Editor,” Jan. 19).

Jay Z should be cleaning up his rappin’ 
now that his daughter has arrived. Before 
this blessed event, he was setting a bad ex-
ample for the younger fans who don’t need 
to use and sing the slurs to make a point 
for a cool few million!

Baby Daddy has to use other good 
sounds now besides Blue Ivy’s cooing!
 Francine Danza

 Mill Basin

 
Larry’s ‘wrong’
To the editor,

Larry Penner has it wrong (“Nadler’s 
blues,” Letters to the Editor, Dec. 22). He 
complains that Occupy Wall Street cost 
millions of taxpayer dollars in overtime 
for cops, and that their reassignment may 
have caused more crime.

The police over-reacted. The protesters 
were not violent, and only a small number 
of cops were needed. They were in riot 
gear, but the protesters didn’t riot. They 
were peaceful.

The Constitution says that we have the 
right to peacefully assemble to address 
grievances. According to the recent cen-
sus, half of all Americans live in poverty or 
are scraping by. Income disparity is real!
 Jerome Frank

 Coney Island

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Letters to the Editor should be ad-
dressed to Vince DiMiceli, Editor, Cou-
rier Life Publications, 1 MetroTech 
Center North, Brooklyn, NY 11201, or 
sent via e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. All letters MUST be signed and 
the individual’s verifi able address and 
telephone number included (though ad-
dress and telephone number will NOT be 
published). No unsigned letters can be 
accepted for publication. The editor re-
serves the right to edit all submissions 
which become the property of Courier 
Life Publications.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Mayor, teachers, and Jo-Jo not on same page!
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Every few weeks, when 
I empty the pockets be-
fore sending my cloth-

ing to the cleaners, I come 
across notes to myself. The 
following are from the backs 
of business cards, matchbook 
covers and napkins. 

Gentlemen: How much 
time do you spend on per-
sonal grooming? That in-
cludes shaving, washing and 
picking out clothes. A British 
study found that men now 
spend 81 minutes a day while 
women spend only 75 minutes 
a day on personal grooming. 
I have two thoughts on that. 
1) Women don’t shave every 
day, and 2) The study was 
done in the UK. Would those 
results be the same on this 
side of the pond?

To Matthew: Here’s an old 
quote that you might want 
to bring to your discussion 
group. “Show me a young con-
servative and I’ll show you 
someone with no heart. Show 
me an old liberal and I’ll show 
you someone with no brains.”

And when you do so, ask 
your group if they think that 
statement is as true today as 
it was when it was said by 
the Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill, a man who ranks 
among history’s most astute 
and eloquent observers of hu-
man nature.

Staying on topic: “The Iron 
Lady” is a fl ick out now about 
Margaret Thatcher, the fi rst 
and only female prime minis-
ter of the UK. Here’s another in-
teresting quote that you might 
want to bring to your discus-
sion crowd with that in mind: 
“The trouble with socialism is 
that eventually you run out of 
other people’s money.” 

So, Matthew, your friends if 
they believe Ms. Thatcher was 
correct. Also, ask them where 
socialism is working today. 

The new year is less than 
a month old and I’m curi-
ous to know how many New 
Year Resolutions you have 
broken. It took me less than 
a week to break two of them, 
the one about dieting and the 
one that shouted “Spend less, 
save more.” 

The funny thing is that I 
broke them both at the same 
time and have been breaking 
them at least three times a 
week. 

When we were introduced 
to the great deals on Restau-

rant.com and we learned about 
the 80 percent off the cost of 
certifi cates, we bought a more 
than a few “$25 off” at two 
bucks each. We’ve been using 
them.r With a list of 18,000 res-
taurants to choose from, you 
can forget the diet and scratch 
the save — maybe. Hooray 
for the Veal Parmigiana and 
whole wheat pasta dinners!

• • •
Mitt Romney is on the 

road to becoming the GOP 
candidate for the most impor-
tant elected offi ce in America; 
yet, most of us do not know his 
real fi rst name. Ya’ think I’m 
kidding? Go ahead. Ask the 
gal at the next desk. “Without 
looking it up what is Mitt’s 
fi rst name? Most of the people 
I asked answered Mitchell. I 
took the time to look it up and 
here it is. Drum roll please — 
Willard. Wasn’t there a nause-
ating movie about rodents by 
that name? 

Joran van der Sloot 
pleaded guilty in the murder 
of a 21 year old Peruvian girl. 
There was so much evidence 
against him that he really had 
no other choice. They had ev-
erything except a video of the 
actual crime. But, then again, 
there was no video tape of 
Casey Anthony or O.J. 

A recent letter to the edi-
tor referred to the many en-
titlements given to us by 
liberal legislators as safety 
nets. I am StanGershbein@

Bellsouth.net saying that 
for far too many of us the 
safety net has become a ham-
mock — and it’s a very expen-
sive hammock.

Did you hear? Paula Deen, the 
leading lady of lard, has type 
2 diabetes and — get this — 

she cooks unhealthy foods! Really? 
So what? 

She’s not putting a gun against 
America’s head and forcing the 
country to eat. She hosts a cooking 
show, not a medical show. No hidden 
agenda, no trying to bamboozle the 
public. The fact is her being sick is 
her personal business, not ours, and 
if she chooses to share it with us now, 
as opposed to before, so be it. 

Okay, so now she’s a spokesper-
son for a drug company, and it sort 
of forced her hand a bit, but isn’t en-
dorsements the name of the game. 
Find a company, become the spokes-
person, make lots of money. We don’t 
begrudge the other celebrities for rid-
ing the gravy train and I’m not about 
to poo-poo Paula either. 

Let’s face it, many chefs cook 
things that aren’t classifi ed as 
health food and many are certainly 
not health conscious. We still watch 
them and do we care? No.

When Sandra Lee fi rst coined her 
Semi-Homemade brand, every chef 
and hoity-toity critic came out of the 
woodwork and insulted her. Maybe 
she’s not up there with Escoffi er, but 

thanks to Sandra, I’ve been able to 
pull a quick meal out of a hat at the 
end of many a hard day. So have many 
other working moms. I say thanks a 
bunch to Sandra, Rachel and Paula 
too, as well as a host of the many other 
Food Network chefs who have intro-
duced us to so many different cooking 
styles. I can’t, however say, thank you 
to Anthony Bourdain, ’cause non of 
his shows have given me any great in-
sight — except to not watch his shows. 

In fact, other than learning that he 
is a potty mouth and a snob, Anthony 
Bourdain hasn’t provided me with one 
bit of useful information. 

On the other hand, I’ve tried sev-
eral of Paula’s dishes, which are easy 
and usually quite good. Some of her 
selections are way over the top when 
it comes to fat, sugar and high calories 
[Editor’s note: My son watches Paula, 
and says “Mom, she makes ‘sometimes 
foods!’ ”], but in the end it’s up to me 
and you, America, to decide what to do 
with the info. I mean, how much more 
tofu, bean sprouts, and EVOO can we 
tolerate before we’re jonesin’ for a Big 
Mac and supersized fries?

Big deal, she made a hamburger 
with egg, bacon and sandwiched it 
between donuts. Yeah it’s a heart at-
tack on a plate, but it is up to us to de-
cide if we want to eat it or not? 

To say that Paula is the most dan-
gerous woman in America is just Bour-
dain’s attempt to spotlight his own 
15 minutes of fame with a pot full of 
cheesy hyperbole and spiteful pie. Talk 
about a menu with empty calories. 

Not for Nuthin™, but I’ll take Pau-
la’s down-home charm over Bour-
dain’s mean-spirited vitriol any day 
of the week in any kitchen. 

Best dishes, y’all.

A leopard can’t change 
its spots any more 
than we can change 

our primal instinct for re-
venge — but it’s not for our 
lack of trying.

The  video of four U.S. 
soldiers urinating on three 
dead Afghan militants  has 
sparked outrage because it dumps on 
our sensibilities of what is acceptable 
behavior in the modern world. That’s 
a problem when one society prefers 
a politically correct eye-for-an-eye 
while another favors a plain old 
eye-for-an-eye — preferably freshly 
plucked out a publicly executed head 
to cheers from the masses.

It has been 10 years since the U.S. 
launched a war in Afghanistan to 
destabilize the Taliban and combat 
terrorism, and the cost has been im-
mense to Americans:  1,878 troops 
are dead  and more than  $500 billion 
spent . 

Meanwhile, Afghan president 
 Hamid Karzai has vowed , “If there is 
war between Pakistan and America, 
we will stand by Pakistan,” and now 
the Obama administration wants 
to release fi ve top Taliban jihadists 
from Guantanamo Bay in exchange 
for a peace deal with the  re-energized 
terror group   — a regressive move 
destined to blow up in our faces.

Last March, Congress even com-

mitted $1.283 trillion more to the War 
on Terror —  $444 billion of it for Af-
ghanistan  — although our forces are 
being killed by the  same Afghan sol-
diers they have trained to fi ght mili-
tants .

In a perfect world, there would be 
no war and people would live in har-
mony; an ideal that has found more 
of a foothold in the west than in the 
east because somewhere along the 
evolutionary path we learned that 
freedom was the ultimate equalizer, 
while our sworn enemies thought it 
better to pursue oppression — to the 
bitter end.

Afghanistan wouldn’t merit a 
second thought it if wasn’t one of 
the most geopolitically dangerous 
regions in the world, surrounded by 
nuclear China, Russia, India, and 
Pakistan, which have historically 
struggled with their own humanity, 
systematically squeezing the souls — 
and lives — out of their own people. 

Thanks to American intervention 
in Afghanistan, the next generation 
is learning how not to be the automa-

ton of dictators.
Two weeks ago, the Paki-

stani tweenie Abdul Samat 
was recruited off the streets 
by the Taliban, blindfolded 
and rigged with explosives, 
and driven to the Afghan city 
of Kandahar to detonate a 
bomb that he was told would 

kill American “infi dels,” but spare 
his own life. Seconds before the at-
tack, the boy had an epiphany and 
backed out.

“When I opened my eyes, I saw it 
was a very black thing they wanted 
me to do,”  he later stated,  with wis-
dom his elders could learn from.

Little has changed in Afghanistan, 
certainly since 1963 when James 
Michener wrote his roman à clef, 
“Caravans,” setting it in 1945 Kabul. 
He writes, “I noticed at the doorway 
to the mosque, three mullahs … with 
fierce eyes who appeared to be guard-
ing the holy place and condemning 
me, a non-Muslim for passing so near. 
When I looked at them politely, they 
stared back with undisguised hatred 
and I thought, these are the men who 
rule Afghanistan.” 

In the War on Terror there is 
no room for self-deprecation, and 
the point should resonate with crit-
ics bent on vilifying the U.S. over 
its barbaric enemies — just because 
they can.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

Joanna DelBuono

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW

Shavana Abruzzo

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION
Stanley P. Gershbein

Wait! Paula Deen has what?!

Give medals to whizzing soldiersThe treasure at the 
bottom my pockets
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• DMX—Digital Media Arts
   212.463.0400 x5588
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   718.336.6471 x30119
for a full list of certi�cate programs
go to www.touro.edu/nyscas

www.touro.edu/nyscas

ASSOCIATE’S AND
BACHELOR’S DEGREES

• BUSINESS MANAGEMENT AND    

   ADMINISTRATION with concentrations in: 
    Accounting, Finance, Marketing, Management, 
    Information Systems, Office Technology 

• SOCIAL SCIENCES

• PSYCHOLOGY • EDUCATION

• BIOLOGY • PARALEGAL STUDIES

• DIGITAL MULTIMEDIA DESIGN

• LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES

• HUMAN SERVICES • AND MORE
     not all programs can be completed at all sites

NYSCAS
New York School of Career and Applied Studies

a division of TOURO       COLLEGE

MANHATTAN: 212.463.0400 x5500 Midtown
       212.722.1575 x101 Uptown

BROOKLYN: 718.265.6534 x1003
Bensonhurst, Brighton, Flatbush,
Kings Highway, Starrett City, Sunset Park

QUEENS: 718.353.6400 x107 Flushing
             718.520.5107 x102 Forest Hills

NY locations: Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens
Schedules that �t nearly any life situation
Committed, experienced faculty
Attention you deserve
Services: Academic Counseling, Tutoring,
     Financial Aid for those who qualify
          Transfer students welcome!

COME TO ONE OF OUR OPEN HOUSES!
Wednesdays, 10 am-5:30 pm

MIDTOWN: 27-33 West 23rd Street | 212.463.0400 x5500

Wednesdays, 11 am-7 pm
BROOKLYN: 1870 Stillwell Avenue | 718.265.6534 x1003

I madder than fat guy 
from the movie review 
show when the movie 

concession stand is out 
Bon Bons — check that, I’m 
madder than me when the 
concession stand is out of 
Bon Bons — over the fact 
that I’m afraid to go to the 
cinema because I’ve heard 
they’ve got bedbugs there!

That’s right, bedbugs!
Look, you all know that 

The Screecher is the king 
of the jungle that is Ben-
sonhurst, but like all kings, 
I have my Achilles Heel. 
And like the famous lion 
from the famous fable, I’m 
afraid of mice. Well, at least 
I think there is some fable 
with some big animal that 
is afraid of mice. Maybe 
it’s elephants. Yeah, the one 
where the elephant won’t let 
the mouse take the splinter 
out of his trunk because 
he’s afraid of the pipsqueak. 
Whatever.

I digress, but the fact is 
I’m a big guy who’s afraid of 
small things — especially 
small things that bite me 

and suck out my precious 
blood.

So, for as long as I re-
member, the Santa Maria 
household has been a “No 
Mosquito, No Bedbug, and 
by all means possible, No 
Vampire Bats zone.”

And that’s the way I like 
it!

So you wouldn’t be sur-
prised to learn that when 
I heard through the grape-
vine that movie theaters 
in Brooklyn were home to 
bedbugs, you can bet that I 
canceled my subscription 
to Fandango! (Yeah, that’s 
right, I know what Fan-
dango is! And don’t tell me 
I can’t cancel my subscrip-
tion to it!).

Look, it makes me itchy 
to just think about the pos-
sibility of me and my lovely 
wife Sharon heading out for 
a night on the town, seeing 
one of those picture shows 
that makes your heart stop 
and eyes tear, and then hav-
ing it all ruined when you 
get home because some tiny 
parasite has hitched a ride 

on your favorite sweater 
(you know, the one that 
matches my hat!).

Then, as your lying in 
bed late at night, that little 
bugger fi nds his way from 
the laundry basket to your 
bedpost, climbs up, then 
takes up residence in your 
pillowcase. Sheesh! It gives 
me the heebie jeebies just to 
picture it in my mind!

And worse, I hear these 
little pests aren’t just at the 
movie house — they’re in 
department stores, too! In 
fact, I’ve heard you can buy 
a mattress that comes with 
them — at no extra charge! 
Box springs, too!

And I’ll tell your this: 
there is no way to get these 
things our of your house 
once they get in. No way at 
all. And on top of that, to get 
them out, you’ve gotta pay 
hand over fi st.

Now, you all know that 
ol’Carmine is a more than 
a little tight with the dol-
lar. Some of my “friends” 
say I’ve got short arms and 
deep pockets, which means 

it’s hard for me to reach my 
money, way down there near 
my stockings. But there 
is no amount a of money I 
wouldn’t pay to get these ir-
ritants out of my home. 

Now’s the point in my 
column where I remind you 
that I am dealing in hypo-
theticals. At no point have 
I ever had bedbugs. And the 
proof is in the pudding, be-
cause if I did, you wouldn’t 
be reading this because 
I’m so afraid of these darn 
things just seeing one would 
scare the life out of me! Now 
back to the narrative.

Look, you can’t even 
starve these things to death, 
because I they are superhu-
man! They can live in the 
crevices of your couch for 
up to 18 months without eat-
ing any food!

Obviously, if you get 
bedbugs, you cannot win 
the battle against them 
alone. You’ve got to get pro-
fessional help! There is no 
quick fi x and you and ev-
eryone surrounding your 
home is susceptible to an 

invasion.  My friend said 
that when the exterminator 
came to inspect his apart-
ment, he was astonished 
to see the immaculate con-
ditions of the apartment, 
which was as clean as can 
be on account of the fact that 
his wife has asthma and 

they need to live in a dust-
free environment (which, 
by the way, is a lot tougher 
to do than keeping your 
apartment Mosquito, Bed-
bug, and Vampire Bat-free). 
So don’t think for a second 
that because a neighbor is 
infested, he or she lives in 
a pigsty (hypothetically 
speaking, of course).

And that’s why it’s a 
good thing that my boss, 
Assemblyman William Col-
ton, asked me to re-order 
copies of the Department of 
Health’s brochure “Prevent-
ing and Getting Rid of Bed-
bugs Safely,” which will be 
available at his community 
offi ce on Kings Highway be-
tween Avenue Pa and Quen-
tin Road. Need a copy for 
informational purposes 
only? Call (718) 236–1598 to 
see if they have arrived yet. 
They’re printed in English, 
Chinese, Spanish, Russian, 
and Italian. 

So help join the fi ght to 
get rid of this blight!

Screech at you next 
week!

BIG
SCREECHER
Carmine Santa Maria

Blood-sucking bugs on Carmine’s death list
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Singles bowling league 
rolls out at Brooklyn Bowl

BY AARON SHORT
Talk about a lucky 

strike.
Williamsburg hopefuls 

looking to fi nd the perfect 
partner are hooking up at a 
new singles bowling league 
that hits the lanes every 
Wednesday beginning on 
Jan. 18 at Brooklyn Bowl.

Singles Social Sports’s 
Jake Reuben started the win-
ter league after launching 
a wildly successful  softball 
league in McCarren Park  
two years ago, which has 
helped  more than 500 play-
ers couple up last summer .

“We’re switching from 
small balls to big balls,” 
said Reuben. “We wanted 
to fi nd a winter league that 
was a lot of fun and easy for 
everyone to play, and that’s 
bowling.”

The league consists of 
roughly 100 members divided 
into teams of eight players 

each, with four boys and four 
girls matching up over seven 
weeks — plenty of time to pin 
down a potential mate. 

Each player will have an 
assigned handicap based on 
scoring from the fi rst week, 
so it won’t matter whether 
you’re a kingpin or a gut-
terballer.

But Reuben says don’t 
sweat over trying to roll 
strikes every time or you’ll 
miss impressing your new 
crush; just remember to keep 
your socks clean and dry.

“You should make sure 
your socks look really cool,” 
said Reuben. “Socks are im-
portant in bowling.”

And even if you don’t 
meet your next date, the 
league’s $100 fee includes 
free admission to Brooklyn 
Bowl, which hosts some of 
the neighborhood’s hottest 
concerts, and pitcher spe-
cials through March.

But some bowlers are 
joining the league to prove 
who has the best balls in 
Brooklyn.

“Bowling shoes are so 
in nowadays, and kickball 
was so last year,” said Jose, 
a Single Social member who 
didn’t give his last name. 
“I’m looking forward to em-
barrassing escapades and 
stage diving.”

Rack ’em up!
Single Social Sports 

Wednesday Night Bowling 
at Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. at N. 11th Street, Wil-
liamsburg (718) 963-3369] 
Wednesdays. For info, visit 
www.s3nyc.com.

Jake Reuben and Renee Roberts show off their form at the singles 
bowling league at Brooklyn Bowl, brought to you by the guys (and 
gals) who play softball in McCarren Park. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Brooklyn Bowl, with 16 lanes, great food, and live music, now offers 
a chance for love. File photo by Adam Macchia

BY DANIEL BUSH
Can you spell fi rst place?
IS 187 eighth-grader Aaron Ng 

will advance to a citywide spelling 
bee after beating 41 other middle 
school students from Bay Ridge to 
Brighton Beach in an annual dis-
trict-wide vocab contest on Jan. 23.

The English language show-
down, held at IS 98 in Sheepshead 
Bay, included “Hawaiian,” “form-
aldehyde,” and other hard-to-spell 
words.

Contestants trained for the spell-
off by reading popular young-adult 
writers such as Suzanne Collins — 
author of the hit series “The Hunger 
Games” — and Sharon Creech, said 
Marietta Falconieri, the school’s li-
brarian and spelling bee coordina-
tor.

“The students who participated 
are highly motivated and voracious 
readers,” said Falconieri. “The spell-
ing bee is based on their love for lit-
erature. The more they read, the 
more new vocabulary they learn.”

Ng and the fi ve runners-up in the 
word war will compete in a citywide 
contest later this spring. 

Top spellers duke it out

READY, SET, SPELL: Students prepared for the spelling contest for three months. (Right) Runners-up 
included Tammy Wu.

CHAMPION SPELLERS: The top six winners will compete in a citywide competition this spring.

AND THE WINNER IS: Eighth-grader Aaron Ng won the 
District 20 and District 21 spelling bee at IS 98 in Sheep-
shead Bay on Jan. 23. Photos by Steve Solomonson
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PARK SLOPE

Our pal Dr. Laura Robbins was awarded 
the highest honor from the American Col-

lege of Rheumatology, the ARHP Life-
time Achievement 
Award. She is the 
senior veep of educa-
tion and academic af-
fairs, and associate 
scientist at the Hos-

pital for Special 

Surgery in Man-
hattan. Throughout 
her career, she has 
demonstrated a sus-
tained and lasting contribution to the fi eld 
of rheumatology and rheumatology health 
professionals. According to Linda Ehrlich 

Jones, president of the association, “Dr. 
Robbins is an amazing volunteer. She has 
provided her expertise to both the ARHP 
and the Arthritis Foundation.” You’re 
preaching to the choir — Standing O knows 
Dr. Laura is pretty amazing. 

BOROUGH-WIDE

Welcome aboard, freshmen!
Three cheers to incoming freshman 

at St. Saviour High School. Incoming 
students and their parents were feted to a 
welcome dinner, where they met with cur-
rent students and faculty. This select group 
of eighth graders has been accepted into 
the school, and received exclusive scholar-
ships. Standing O says congrats and wel-
come aboard!

St. Saviour High School [588 Sixth St. be-
tween Eight Avenue and Prospect Park West 
in Park Slope, (718) 768-4406].

DOWNTOWN

Like good neighbors
Don’t know who to turn to now that it’s 

tax time? LIU Brooklyn is offering to pre-
pare tax returns through its volunteer in-
come tax assistance program. Volunteers, 
trained by the IRS, help prepare tax forms 
for seniors, disabled people and low-income 
families. Myrna Fischman, CPA, Ph.D., 
chairwoman of the Department of Ac-

counting, Taxation and Law told Stand-

ing O, “For 40 years, LIU Brooklyn has 
helped our neighbors — many of them dis-
abled, elderly, or non-English speaking — 
through the program. Our services are free 
and reliable.”

Take advantageof the service on Fridays 
and Saturdays, from Feb. 18 to April 14, 10 
am–2 pm. Give Dr. Fischman a call to ar-
range an appointment. Taxpayers should 
bring valid photo ID and social security 
cards for themselves and dependents, re-
cords of their income including W-2s and 
1099s and, if possible, last year’s returns. 

LIU [1 University Plz. between Flatbush 
and DeKalb avenues in Downtown, (718) 780-
4062].

BOROUGH-WIDE

It’s hot, hot, hot!
Do you want to get healthy? Standing 

O pal Diana Zotos, a certified yoga in-
structor, is giving out a few hints to stay 
in tip-top shape 
while practicing 
“hot” yoga. The 
age-old exercise 
regiment is prac-
ticed in a heated 
environment. The 
high temps help 
the body sweat 
out toxins, while 
allowing the per-

son to safely achieve deeper poses. 
According to Diana, “Yoga of any type 

is physically challenging and the heated 
environment makes the practice espe-
cially demanding.” 

Her tips include:
Be well prepared and bring a mat and 

towel, wear shorts and a tank top;
Make sure you drink plenty of f luids 

before the class. No soda or coffee and 
don’t eat anything heavy two to three 
hours before beginning; 

Make sure the teacher is certified 
in Bikram (the most comon form of hot 
yoga);

Start slowly and learn the basics; 
Don’t ever push yourself to the point of 
pain;

Listen to your body and stop at the 
first sign of discomfort;

Don’t get discouraged if you can’t 
perform a pose — just give yourself time 
and practice.;

Last but not least: if you get dizzy, 
light headed, overheated or experience 
chest pains, stop and seek medical assis-
tance. 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

Hats off to you, Dr. Laura Robbins

PARK SLOPE

Build it bigger, stronger
It’s the latest, greatest invention 

since the remote control and New 

York Methodist, the leader in ad-
vanced medical care, has it. It’s the 
brand new da Vinci robot. The da 
Vinci provides a minimally inva-
sive, effective and safe way to treat 
many disorders of the lung, includ-
ing tumors. The “hands” on the 
da Vinci robot pivot via makeshift 
wrists, and provide seven degrees 
of freedom, giving a greater range 
of motion than even a human wrist. 
According to Dr. Richard Lazzaro, 
chief of thoracic surgery, “ninety-six 
percent of pulmonary lobectomy pro-
cedures are still performed through 
open incisions. Recent studies show 
that lung cancer patients treated 
with MITS have a better chance at 
long-term survival than patients who 
have undergone open surgery.” Dr. 
Lazzaro told Standing O, “New York 
Methodist is part of an elite group of 
hospitals that offer minimally inva-
sive thoracic surgery.”
New York Methodist Hospital [506 
Sixth St. between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 780-
3000].

A thousand blessings
SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Three cheers to Father Joseph 
Grimaldi. The Pastor at St. Mark’s Par-
ish was recently named as the new pa-
rochial vicar for Brooklyn by Bishop 
Nicholas DiMarzio. The good padre said 
his farewell mass on Jan. 15, offi ciat-
ing at the 12:30 pm service with fellow 

priests Father Christopher Truczany 

and Father Andrew Dunyo. When all 
the Hosea’s were fi nished, Pastor Joe 
went outside and blessed the new Mar-

ian Prayer and Memorial Garden adja-
cent to the church on the Jerome Avenue 
on the St. Paul entrance side. Comple-

tion of the space marked the culmina-
tion of the 150th anniversary celebration 
of the parish. Thanks to the generosity 
and support of faithful parishioners, the 
garden is a beautiful space where all are 
welcome for quiet refl ection and peace-
ful meditation. 

Standing O is sorry to see Pastor 
Joe move on, but he’s left the parish in 
good care, passing over the ceremonial 
plate to Father Truczany, who will act as 
his successor as parish administrator. 
Standing O says “Welcome aboard.”
St. Mark’s Roman Catholic Church 
[Ocean Ave. at Avenue Z in Sheepshead 
Bay, (347) 274-0573].

Father Joseph Grimaldi offi ciates at one of his last masses at St. Mark’s Roman Catholic Church. 
He will be the new parochial vicar for Brooklyn. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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GREAT WALL 
OF CHINESE!

By Juliet Linderman

The Year of the Dragon is supposed 
to be a fruitful and auspicious year, 
according to the Chinese Zodiac — 

and plenty of brownstone Brooklyn foodies 
are hoping some of that luck goes toward 
improving their neighborhoods’ dismal 
Chinese food offerings.

It’s true: Brooklyn boasts a hot, spicy, 
and vibrant Chinese food scene in Sunset 
Park, known for hole-in-the-wall noodle 
shops like Yun Nan Flavor Snack Shop, 
banquet-style meccas like Lucky Eight, and 
fish-ball-hawkers like the Kalaka Cafe. But 
in the northern parts of the borough, there’s 
a devastating dearth of everything from pot 
stickers to pork buns.

Chinese restaurants in neighbor-
hoods like Park Slope, Cobble Hill and 
Williamsburg have, for the most part, 
remained dreary, uninspiring delivery 
joints while their culinary neighbors have 
surged, gaining praise in the hometown 

press and beyond.
As is the case with most everything in 

the city, the problem with Chinese food 
in Brooklyn comes down to real estate, 
according to Brooklyn-based food writer 
Ya Roo Yang.

“If you want authentic at a reasonable 
price point, then it all has to do with the 
immigration pattern and real estate prices,” 
said Ya Roo Yang. “Most authentic Chinese 
food tends to cater towards the immigrant 
population (legal or otherwise) and they 
tend to live in the outer boroughs where the 
rent is cheap and there is already an estab-
lished community.”

Inside these immigrant enclaves, like 
Sunset Park’s Eighth Avenue, Bensonhurst’s 
Avenue U and Sheepshead Bay along 86th 
Street and Bay Parkway, there’s plenty of 
great Chinese food.

But in parts of the borough with fewer 
Chinese residents, simple economics forces 

Why is there no real Chinese 
food in Brownstone Brooklyn?

Finding good food outside Chinatown’s borders

Delicious eats to try when 
you’re far from Sunset Park

By Juliet Linderman

When we asked our friends and 
sources where to find good 
Chinese restaurants outside of 

Brooklyn’s Chinatown in Sunset Park, 
Bensonhurst, and Sheepshead Bay, the 
response was almost universally : “Oh...I 
don’t know.”

Luckily, we’ve got spies all over the 
borough who helped us compile a short-
list of Chinese chow worth checking out 
if you’re not willing to make the trek to 
Brooklyn’s ethnic enclaves. They might 
not be traditional options — in fact, on the 
contrary — but we’ll bet these eats will 
curb your craving for Szechuan, at least 
until the next time you find yourself south 
of Prospect Park.

Grand Sichuan House 
in Bay Ridge

This Bay Ridge staple has two menus — 
one for takeout, featuring Americanized 

favorites a la General Tso’s Chicken and 
beef with broccoli; and one for those 
looking for a traditional dish, one that 
includes proteins along the lines of jel-
lyfish, tongue, and tripe. Watch out for the 
peppercorns; they’re hot hot hot.

Grand Sichuan House [8701 Fifth Ave. at 
87th street in Bay Ridge, (718-680-8887)].

Red Hot in Park Slope
A Brownstone Brooklyn 

favorite, Red Hot spe-
cializes in fast, tasty 
Szechuan cuisine, 
which means dark 
sauces and hot, 
spicy flavors. But 
the hottest thing 
about this restau-
rant is undisputably 
its location. Right 
smack dab in the 

Continued  on page 28Continued  on page 28

Chef David Chan holds the chong qing 
aromatic chicken at Grand Sichuan 
House on Fifth Avenue in Bay Ridge.

Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Dude, have a dumpling: Manager 
Joeski Houghton serves up juicy 
dumplings at M. Shanghai, which 
may not be the most authentic 
Chinese in the borough, but offers 
pork buns and hand-pulled noodles 
to the Williamsburg masses with 
aplomb.

Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Sesame chicken from 
Red Hot.
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live at THE BITTER END
147 Bleecker Street

Thursday, February 2nd, 8pm
Tickets $12
burlaptocashmere.com
facebook.com/burlaptocashmere
twitter.com/b2cband.com

Authentic Southern Italian Cuisine

Call Now For Reservations

Enjoy Our Pre-Fixed Dinner Menu

For  
$25.00  Mon. - Thur.

Open 7 Days 
For Lunch & Dinner

FREE DELIVERY
4 - 9 PM

Beautifully 
Remodeled 

Party
Room

718-625-8874    718-797-1907    384 Court Street

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952
presents

Happy Hour
with Our Special Guest behind the Bar

Maureen Stramka

7717 – 3rd Avenue  718-833-8200

Friday, February 3rd  5-8pm
Musical Guest - Paul Dewolfe

Celebrates Carnevale 2012
Friday Feb. 10th through Tuesday Feb. 21st

15 different items special to Carnevale

Choice of:
Lasagna Carneale

Rigatoni in Vodka Sauce
Pasta Fagioli for Carnevale

Minestra Carnevale

Choice of:
Chicken Carnevale

Veal Rolled in Pancetta
Sausage with Broccoli Rabe

Braised Breast of Pork Napolitano
Roast Stuffed Suckling Pig

Choice of:
Tortoni, Pana Cotta, Sanguinaccio

or Cheese Cake, Coffee or Tea

Continuous Entertainment!

Pasta

Hot & Cold Antipasti

Carne

Dessert

1464 86th st (Between 14th & 15th Avenues)

Operatic Arias, Folks Songs & Broadway Standards
Friday Feb. 10th through Tuesday Feb. 21st

Veal Rolled in Pancetta
Sausage with Broccoli Rabe

Braised Breast of Pork Napolitano
Roast Stuffed Suckling Pig

Friday Feb. 10th through Tuesday Feb. 21st
Operatic Arias, Folks Songs & Broadway Standards
Friday Feb. 10th through Tuesday Feb. 21st
Operatic Arias, Folks Songs & Broadway Standards

HOT & COLD
CATERING

BREAKFAST
SERVED
ALL DAY

3741 Nostrand Ave.
(between Avenues X & Y)

718.648.3794
Open 24 Hours, 

7 Days

FREE BAGELS
Buy $15 of Boar’s Head Cold Cuts

Get 6 Bagels FREE
With Coupon

10% OFF
Any Catering Order

Bagel Platters and so much more

Wed. & Sun. Special 

$6.99

EVERYDAY SANDWICH
SPECIAL

Any Boar’s Head Cold Cut

Rolls $3.99  Hero $4.99
+ Tax

Bagel Wheel - $54.99 - Feeds 12-15

With Coupon

With Coupon

FREE
BAGELS

Buy 4 Bagels

Get  Bagels

FREE
Not Valid On Wed. & Sun.

With Coupon

FREE
BAGELS

Buy 8 Bagels

Get  Bagels

FREE
Not Valid On Wed. & Sun.

With Coupon
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Call him Jim Jam-musch.
Famous director and 

guitarist Jim Jarmusch 
will join his unlikely part-
ner in musical crime Jozef 
Van Wissem, a Greenpoint-
based avant garde lute player, 
to celebrate the release of the duo’s brand 
new album, “Concerning the Entrance Into 
Eternity,” at Issue Project Room in Downtown 
on Feb. 3. 

Jarmusch, the mad genius behind “Coffee 
and Cigarettes,” “Dead Man,” and “Broken 
Flowers,” who in the early 1980s was in a new 
wave band called the Del-Byzantees, is the 
canny guitarist who plays counterpoint to Van 
Wissem’s delicate chords, shaping vast tonal 
landscapes that amble through styles such as 
ambient acoustic and drone metal to create an 
experimental soundscape.

“It doesn’t feel like a collaboration, it feels 
like a band,” said Van Wissem. “We’re friends, 
so there is something extra going on when you 
hear the tracks.”

Van Wissem gave Jarmusch a CD of 
his work after a friend introduced them 
in 2005. Jarmusch later called and asked 
for copies of every recording that the 
Dutch musician had ever made, he said.  
“He had this idea for a movie about a vam-
pire who is into lute music,” he said. “So I 
explained a lot about traditional lute music.”

The pair has played a couple shows around 
town, and Jarmusch made an appearance on 
Van Wissem’s 2011 album “The Joy That 
Never Ends” — but this upcoming show 

marks the duo’s first as an official band with 
an album.

Van Wissem said that Jarmusch — who 
is known as much for his white, light-socket-
styled hairdo as he is for his esoteric and 
haunting films — is not enigmatic or aloof, 
despite popular belief.

“He’s not a weirdo,” he said. “He’s a really 
normal guy and he’s really down to earth.”

Jozef Van Wissem and Jim Jarmusch 
record release party at Issue Project Room 
[110 Livingston St. between Boerum Place and 
Court Street in Downtown (718) 330-0313]. 
Feb. 3, 7:30 pm, Tickets, 

– Dan MacLeod

The Gallery Players are taking theater-goers 
back in time to explore themes of love, 
equality and acceptance — in song form 

— in “A Man of No Importance,” which opens 
on Jan. 28.

The musical is set in Dublin, Ireland in 1964, 
and follows a train conductor who, in his free time, 
directs an amateur theater group in the basement 
of a church. The trouble is: they’re dying to put on 
a production of Oscar Wilde’s “Salome” — a racy 
take on a biblical story — much to the house of 
worship’s chagrin. As the protagonist fights for the 
right to stage the play, he 
begins to learn more about 
himself and his identity.

“He comes to terms with 
his feelings about himself, 
his sexuality, and how he goes about acting on 
those feelings,” said Robert Earle Jones, the play’s 
producer. Jones said he selected the play, which 
was adapted from a book written by Terrence 
McNally, for its resonance in today’s society.

“Acceptance, with marriage equality and every-
thing, especially during an election year, is always 
a bone of contention,” Jones continued. “In the 
play there’s a song called ‘Love Who You Love,’ 
and that’s so timely; Everybody’s heart does the 
exact same thing, so it’s important to go ahead and 
tell this story, because it’s an age-old issue that’s 
still not solved today.”

But it’s not all about the moral of the story: the 
songs themselves come to life, just as they would 
in a pub in Ireland.

“The actors play musical instruments, so it’s 
blurring the line between orchestra and actor, and 
grows to encompass the audience,” Jones said. 
“It’s intimate and meaningful — it will become a 
part of you.”

The Gallery Players Presents “A Man of No 
Importance” [199 14th St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 832-0617]. Jan. 
28-Feb. 19, 8 pm. Tickets, $18. For info, visit www.
galleryplayers.com.

– Juliet Linderman

This art is devilishly good. 
A Park Slope sculptor who welds 

creepy-cool creatures from hell will show-
case her (un)heavenly art exhibition in DUMBO 
on Feb. 2.

Martha Walker — whose morbid Tim Burton-
esque sculptures have appeared in episodes of 
“Gossip Girl” — will “explore personal demons” 
through her molten steel and copper statues at 
111 Front Street Galleries.

“Sometimes it’s good to clean house psycho-
logically,” Walker said, adding that she made 
the artwork while going 
through a dark time in her 
life. “I allowed myself to 
express a lot fear in these 
pieces.”

The gray and jagged statues — some of which 
are seven feet tall — include pointy-toothed 
beasts, eerie rawboned ravens and scary sea 
monsters. Some took hundreds of hours to make 
by meticulously 
dripping hot 
steel onto large 
metal frames.

“Part of 
the attraction 
is that they’re 
not pretty,” she 
said. “People are 
looking for something a little edgy.”

From Demons to Daybreak [111 Front St., 
Gallery 256, between Washington and Adams 
streets in DUMBO, (718) 422-0555 ], Feb. 2, 6-8 
pm. Free.

– Natalie O’Neill

Some revolutions are small — but 
that doesn’t mean they aren’t pow-
erful.

Choreographer Pascal Rioult will put 
30 public school children from across 
the borough onstage with his fleet of 
world-renowned dancers in a dreamy, 
modern interpretation of classic chil-
dren’s fairy tales called “Small Steps, 
Tiny Revolutions,” at Kingsborough 
Community College on Feb. 4

“We put them onstage, and they look 
like they belong there,” Rioult said. “It’s 
amazing how much kids can accomplish 
when their hearts and minds are in it.”

The first section of the two-part 
performance, “Small Steps, Tiny 
Revolutions,” tells the story of a young 
boy, embodied by 12-year-old Chase 
Sutton, who retreats into the world of his 
imagination — where animals run wild 
in the forest — in order to pursue his 
love of dance after his father announces 
that dance is an inappropriate hobby. The second 
segment, entitled “Fables,” is a re-imaging of five 
classic children’s stories that impart lessons such 
as patience, acceptance and respect.

“They’re stories that basically use animals, 

but they’re talking about human behavior and 
human people,” Rioult said. “It’s perfect for chil-
dren and families.”

This show is the third performance in a 
series that incorporates kids from various public 
schools, where Rioult and his company con-

duct five-week movement seminars and 
workshops, called DanceREACH. It is 
the first in a two-year, five-borough arts-
in-education tour; each borough’s per-
formance will feature more than a dozen 

students from 
local elementary 
schools, in an 
effort to inspire 
and empower chil-
dren, while expos-

ing them to the dynamic world of mod-
ern dance.

But don’t be fooled: this show isn’t 
kid’s stuff. 

“I’m a serious choreographer and art-
ist, and my goal was not to talk down to 
the children,” Rioult said. “They’re very 
smart, and I want them to get the experi-
ence — physically and visually — that 
they’re a part of a real piece of art.”

Rioult’s “Small Steps, Tiny 
Revolutions,” at Kinsborough 

Community College [2001 Oriental Blvd. at 
Decatur Avenue in Manhattan Beach, 718) 368-
5148]. Feb. 4, 3 pm, free. For info, visit www. 
www.kbcc.cuny.edu.

– Juliet Linderman

Tales from the Arab Spring will take center 
stage in Brooklyn this winter.

A French theater company and Fort 
Greene’s Irondale Center will bring the tumultu-
ous world of Middle Eastern politics to life in 
“An Arab in My Mirror,” a provocative drama 
that examines the region’s recent strife — as well 
its troubled past — through the eyes of barbers, 
policemen, tourists and other everyday people in 
countries such as Egypt and Tunisia.

“We want to show what it feels like to 
live through these histori-
cal events,” said the play’s 
artistic director Phillipe 
Vincent, who also plays a 
staring role in the 75-min-

ute production. “It’s important to show the per-
spective of the little guys.”

The play, which features Irondale Ensemble 
actress Scarlet Maressa Rivers, dramatizes sto-
ries of survival from the Iraq War, the Egyptian 
revolution and other violent uprisings over the 
past 50 years — events that Irondale’s Executive 
Director Terry Greiss said should spark a lively 
discussion across the borough.

“We’re always looking for things that speak 
to what’s happening right now,” said Greiss. 
“This play is a bit of a risk, but it falls within the 
type of conversation we want to have with our 
audience.”

“An Arab in My Mirror,” at the Irondale 
Center [85 South Oxford St. between Lafayette 
Avenue and Fulton Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
488-1985]. Feb. 1–Feb. 10, 8 pm. Tickets, $25. 
For info, visit www.irondale.org.

– Daniel Bush

Thurs
2/2

Starting
1/29

Starting
2/1

Jake Reuben and Renee Roberts are bowlin’ deep 
this winter at Brooklyn Bowl, the home of their 
singles bowling league, which kicks off Jan. 17. 

Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Fantastical modern dance performance show

Jammin’ with Jarmusch

‘Arab’ spring

Hell on earth! ‘Man’ musical

Fri.
2/3

In Pascal Rioult’s dance theater production, “Small Steps, Tiny Revolutions,” 
12-year-old Chase Sutton will star as a child who retreats into a secret imagi-
nary world, where he dances with animals of the forest, at Kingsborough 
Community College on Feb. 4.                 Photo by Basil Childers

Tues.
1/24
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middle of Park Slope, Red Hot is your best 
bet for predictable, reliable Chinese that’s 
cheap, quick and close by.

Red Hot Szechuan [347 Seventh Ave. 
between 10th and 11th streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 369-2577].

Yen Yen Chinese 
Restaurant in Flatbush/
Dyker Heights

This Chinese joint isn’t 
just known for its food — 
its offerings are campy, 
well-priced and 
tasty. We like this 
place because it 
serves old-school 
cocktails like a 
mai tai — com-
plete with brightly 

colored paper tropical umbrellas perched 
in the glass. This place makes us feel like 
we’re in the 1960s, and it’s Christmas eve. 

Yen Yen Chinese Restaurant [404 
Church Ave. at E. Fourth Street in 
Flatbush/Ditmas Park, (718) 633-8711].

M. Shanghai Noodle in 
Williamsburg

First things first: this resto bills 
itself as a Chinese “bistro,” so you 
should know ahead of time what 

you’re dealing with. 
It’s not authentic, and 

it’s not trying to be. 
It is, however, 
pretty delicious. 
The noodles are 
hand-pulled and 
tender, the soups 

are savory but the 
real draw is the soup 

dumplings, mostly 
because they’re hard 

to come by in north Brooklyn. A plus: 
there are six varieties of soup dumpling 
to choose from — even one for your 
vegan pals (because remember, we’re in 
Williamsburg).

292 Grand St. between Roebling and 
Havemeyer streets in Williamsburg, (718 

384-9300)].  

From small plates to pit steaks to pinots to pizza, Park 
Slope’s in the limelight this week with a windfall of 
food-lovers gossip!

Rub the right way: Where’s the (barbecued) beef? All 
over Union Street! Fort Reno Provisions — a porky new 
project from Palo Santo’s Jacques Gautier — has settled 
its smoker into the spot recently vacated by Mama Rosa 
Latin Bistro. Expect whole hogs, brisket, and ribs by the 
pound from the jumping joint — all sourced from the 
socially conscious supplier Heritage Foods USA. This is 
Park Slope, after all.

‘Cue times two: Talk about a wealth of rib-sucking 
riches! Blogger Ben Popken reports that upstate import, 
Dinosaur BBQ, will also be bringing baby-backs to the 
same 600 block of Union Street. Big news for any smoked 
meat aficionado for sure, but for a Syracuse University 
alum-turned Brooklyn food writer, it’s Christmas come 
early. Go Orange!

In the mix: Holy guacamole! In a surprising quick-
change act, Barrio — a Mexican eatery off of Third 
Street — has transformed into Mix, a globetrotting small 
plates place. Maybe we didn’t learn to share properly in 
Kindergarten, but we’re so not keen on this craze — if 
we’re plunking down $9 for a mini-tasting of crispy cala-
mari, we’re eating the whole thing.

Thistle spill: It’s 
been an exciting few 
weeks for restaura-
teur David Massoni 
— he’s just anointed 
a new head chef at 
Slope fave Thistle Hill 
Tavern (good luck to 
Buttermilk Channel 
alum Jon Wallace — 
just don’t lose those 
salt and pepper fries!), 
his newest project, 
Talde, opened to criti-
cal acclaim, and he 
just let it slip to us 
that he’s got yet anoth-
er restaurant in the 
works. If we’re still on 
the Top Chef collabo 
track, our vote is for 
Fabio Viviani!

Fran-fare: An abandoned Blockbuster at 348 Flatbush 
Ave. is about to get all sorts of delicious. Grub Street 
reports that come November, beloved pizza haven Franny’s 
will relocate into the doublewide space (they plan to trans-
form their old place into a more traditional Italian res-
taurant called Marco’s). What to expect from the reboot? 
Two brick ovens, a private dining room, lunch and takeout 
service, and more clamoring hordes than ever before. 

Land Ho: Eater confirms that an outpost of Terroir — a 
lauded Manhattan wine bar from accomplished chef Marco 
Canora — is moving into the old Great Lakes space on 284 
Fifth Ave. Ok, let’s recap. Two spanking new ‘cue joints. A 
super-sized Franny’s. One Massoni resto opened and one 
in the works. And now a world-class wine bar? Park Slope 
is definitely having the Best.Week. Ever.

RestauRant Gossip
By saRah ZoRn

David Missioni, pictured outside of his 
restaurant, the Thistle Hill Tavern, is 
poised to open a new resto in Park 
Slope — and it’s making all of brown-
stone Brooklyn’s mouths water.

restauranteurs to make blander 
food.

“Outside of these commu-
nities, authentic Chinese food 
can’t gather enough customers 
to survive,” said Ya Roo Yang, 
who has written extensively 
on Asian cuisine for publica-
tions including the New York 
Times, Edible and Chow. “The 
restaurant owner must cater to 
everyone else, so Chinese food 
becomes diluted to have mass 
appeal.”

That said, detemining what’s 
“authentic” can be harder than 
choosing whether to order 
steamed dumplings or fried 
dumplings.

With more than a dozen dis-
crete varieties from different 
parts of the country — not to 

mention Americanized versions 
of Chinese cuisine — it can be 
hard to define the difference 
between Chinese food and real 
Chinese food.

“There are dozens of types 
of Chinese food, and the most 
delicious items don’t appear on 
lists you often see,” said Jeff 
Yang, a columnist for the Wall 
Street Journal and media con-
sultant for Iconoclast, a firm 
that targets Asian consum-
ers. “There’s no General Tso’s 
Chicken — you can’t do that 
if you open that type of restau-
rant where the majority of the 
population is not only not from 
your part of China, but not from 
China at all.”

Hlaims that the much-ma-
ligned Chinese eateries that 
are ubiquitous in brownstone 

Brooklyn would seem foreign 
if they were actually located 
in China.

“[That] weird mix of 
Sichuan, Hunan and American 
that you would never recognize 
in China; that Chinese food 
is as American as apple pie,” 
he said.

Many immigrants pursue the 
American dream by opening 
restaurants when they arrive in 
the country, but their children 
aren’t always interested in con-
tinuing the business.

“Second-generaton Chinese 
will be more educated than 
their parents who own a res-
taurant,” said John Jung, author 
of “Sweet and Sour: Life in 
Chinese Family Restaurants.” 
“They have college degrees, and 
maybe they grew up helping out 

in the restaurant but afterwards, 
they have better ways of earn-
ing a living.”

But the children of immi-
grant restauranteurs who do stay 
in the restaurant business might 
be brownstone Brooklyn’s only 
hope, approaching Chinese 
cooking with a greater aware-
ness of American food trends 
and a broader understanding 
— and willingness to challenge 
— the tastes of a borough-wide 
clientele.

Late last year, Melissa and 
Eric Har, both first-generation 
Americans born of Chinese 
immigrants, opened a Chinese 
restaurant on N. 6th Street in 
Williamsburg called The Wok 
Shop.

Melissa grew up in a Chinese 
restaurant her father owned in 
Manhattan’s Chinatown, where 
she worked as a clerk since 
the age of 14. In Williamsburg, 
though, she and her husband — 
who graduated from culinary 
school — are going in a differ-
ent direction.

“We opened a Chinese res-
taurant because we wanted 
Chinese food and couldn’t find 
any outside of Chinatown,” 
Melissa said. “We want it to 
be better for you, healthier for 
you.”

“It isn’t authentic,” Eric 
added. “I come from an Italian 
cooking background. But it’s 
from my memories; it’s Chinese 
food through the lens of a 
Chinese-American.”

Brooklyn’s Asian cuisine scene
Continued from page 25

Continued from page 25

Eating outside of Sunset Park

Beef with brocolli at 
Yen Yen Chinese

M. Shanghai’s juicy steamed pork dumplings.
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“THE COOLEST SHOW EVER!”

MUSIC IS UNIVERSAL

–Jimmy Fallon, “Late Night with Jimmy Fallon”

“BLUE MAN GROUP MEETS GLEE!”

OVER 
20 MILLION HITS

TELECHARGE.COM 212-239-6200
For groups & birthday parties call 1-866-642-9849 or visit VocaPeopleNYC.com

New World Stages, 340 West 50th Street  
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By Sarah Zorn

We were already fans of Bravo’s 
“Top Chef Season 4” and “All-
Stars” contestant Dale Talde going 

in — a fact we tried hard not to convey when 
interviewing him about Talde, his new Asian-
fusion eatery on Seventh Avenue and 11th 
Street in Park Slope.

Yet, while witty one-liners, a boyish smile, 
and the ability to whip up a winning dish using 
ingredients and supplies rummaged from a 
Target megastore proved to be a recipe for 
success onscreen — it doesn’t necessarily 
translate to good eats in real life. 

So does the actual restaurant measure up 
to its reality television trappings? These are 
the reasons we’ll never tell Talde to pack his 
knives and go.

His name is on the door, but he refus-
es to be the star

When your business partners are John Bush 
and David Massoni from the highly respected 
Thistle Hill Tavern, you’re already ahead of 
the game. That’s why — even though he rules 
his kitchen with an iron whisk — Talde knows 
better than to meddle with front-of-house 

affairs.
“What I like so much about the partnership 

here is that it’s a very even split,” Talde said. 
“I take care of the back of house, David takes 
care of the front of house, John is in charge of 
the bar. We own our responsibilities and get 
them done.”

The food is top drawer, the space is 
sexy, the cocktails are slammin’ — 
but the restaurant still feels like your 
corner Cantonese place

Notoriety may draw the pretty people to 
Talde’s place at first, but he insists that’s not 
what it’s about.

“Something ‘Top Chef’ taught me is to not 
to get caught up in a concept or technique or 
how it looks on a plate,” Talde said. “The pre-
mium at this restaurant is that the food tastes 
good — not that we used tweezers to put herbs 
on the plate or hydrocolloids to hold the sauce 
together.”

He’s freeing fusion
The food here is a revelatory antidote 

to skanky sushi pizzas or gimmicky cheese 
steak-stuffed eggrolls. 

From salty pretzel dough wrapped pork and 
chive dumplings with spicy mustard, to impos-

sibly crisp-tender Korean fried chicken with 
grapes and mint, to Pad Thai dotted with briny 
fried oysters and fragrant thick-cut bacon, to 
flat-out fantastic black pepper brisket with 
pickled daikon over black pepper-butter toast 
— a hell of an ode to good old American ‘cue 
— Talde owns every cross-referencing bite.

“When people hear fusion, or a blend of 
foods together, they think there’s no authentic-
ity to it,” said Talde. “My parents came from 
the Philippines, so I grew up eating fish head 
stew and chicken adobo, but I was born and 
raised in Chicago, with a distinctly American 
point of view. This new generation of Asian-
Americans has created a brand new culture.”

He likes us. He really, really likes us
“I love how honest the food is here — 

Brooklyn’s like, we’re just gonna do us,” said 
Talde. “No one’s hiring six foot models at the 
door that turn you away for wearing jeans and 
Jordans. Everyone here is somebody. When 
you walk in the door, they get you your favor-
ite beer.”

“At some point, you just give yourself to the 
neighborhood,” he added. “I just want to give 
myself to them.”

Talde [369 Seventh Ave. at 11th Street in 
Park Slope, (347) 916-0031].

Dale Talde’s new Asian fusion restaurant is a sure win
This ‘Top Chef’ is The real Thing

Standing Talde: Chef Dale Talde, a “Top Chef” all-star, sports 
an eponymous hat at his new restaurant in Park Slope.               

Photo by Bess Adler
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FRI, JAN. 27
WORKSHOP, FUN FRIDAYS: Chil-

dren get together with friends 
and play video games and read. 
Free. 4 pm. Eastern Parkway 
Public Library [1044 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Kingston Avenue in 
Crown Heights, (718) 778-9330], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

SAT, JAN. 28
PERFORMANCE

MUSIC, CELEBRATION OF OR-
CHESTRAL MUSIC: Amelia 
Robinson & her electric ukulele 
present a symphony of musical 
guests in the Mil’s Trills Phil-
harmonic premiere. $10. 3 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855-3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

OTHER
CITIZENSHIP PREP: For immigrants 

planning on applying for US citi-
zenship. Registration required. 
Free. 10:30 am–1:30 pm and 
1:30 pm–4:30 pm. Prospect Park 
YMCA [357 Ninth St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 768-
7100], www.ymcanyc.org. 

FILM, “INDEX OF MALADJUST-
MENT”: $9 suggested donation. 
7:30 pm. Union Docs [322 Union 
Ave. between Maujer and Ten 
Eyck streets in Williamsburg, 
(347) 820-3213], www.union-
docs.org. 

SUN, JAN. 29
PERFORMANCE

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: 
Brooklyn Philharmonic joined 
by Deborah Buck featuring the 
music of Brahms, Szymanowski, 
Grieg. $15 ($10 members). 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 638-
5000], www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

OTHER
BRUNCH WITH NJ BURKETT: 

Meet the WABC-TV news cor-
respondent. $18 ($15 for mem-
bers). 11 am. Congregation 
Mount Sinai [250 Cadman Plaza 
W. at Tillary Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 875-9124], www.
congregationmountsinai.org. 

LIVE MUSIC AND AN AUCTION 
FOR VETERANS: Fundraiser for 
the Special Operations Warrior 
Foundation. 1 pm–midnight. 
Pour House of Bay Ridge [7901 
Third Ave. between 79th and 
80th streetes in Bay Ridge, (917_ 
685-2988]. 

TALK, FILM SCREENING AND 
DISCUSSION: “Everything You 
Want to Know About Transme-
dia Storytelling But Are Afraid 
To Ask,” is a lecture featuring 
fi ve artists, game designers and 
storytellers. $9 suggested do-

nation. 4 pm. Union Docs [322 
Union Ave. between Maujer and 
Ten Eyck streets in Williamsburg, 
(347) 820-3213], www.union-
docs.org. 

MON, JAN. 30
WORKSHOP, COMPUTER BASICS: 

Adults learn basic skills. No ex-
perience necessary. Free. 1 pm. 
Eastern Parkway Public Library 
[1044 Eastern Pkwy. at Kingston 
Avenue in Crown Heights, (718) 
778-9330], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

BEGINNER’S ESL: Students learn 
basic structure and vocabulary 
and communication in English. 
Registration required. Free. 6:15 
to 9:15 pm. Prospect Park YMCA 
[357 Ninth St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 768-7100], 
www.ymcanyc.org. 

OPEN REHEARSALS: Brooklyn’s 
Sweet Adelines Barbershop 
Chorus welcomes singers of all 
voice ranges. Free. 7:30 PM. Call 
for location, (718) 833-3399. 

MUSIC, BUGS IN THE DARK: With 
Steer, Bambara and Shark? $5. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963-3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. 

TUES, JAN. 31
BEGINNER’S ESL: 6:15 pm–9:15 

pm. See Monday, Jan. 30. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: Pi-
anist Simone Dinnerstein. $15. 7 
pm. PS 321 (180 Seventh Ave. at 
First Street in Park Slope), www.
neighborhoodclassics.com. 

WED, FEB. 1
WORKSHOP, HOMEWORK HELP: 

Children get after school help 
with assignments. Free. 4:30 pm. 
Eastern Parkway Public Library 
[1044 Eastern Pkwy. at Kingston 
Avenue in Crown Heights, (718) 
778-9330], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

WORKSHOP, TANGO LESSONS: 
For adults and youngsters inter-
ested in ballroom dancing. No 
experience and no partners nec-
essary. Sponsored by the FIAO 
Beacon program. Pre-registra-
tion for youngsters required. 
Free. 6 pm–9 pm. IS 96 [99 Ave. 
P at W. 11th Street in Benson-
hurst, (718) 232-2266]. 

BEGINNER’S ESL: 6:15 to 9:15 pm. 
See Monday, Jan. 30. 

READING, TOURE: Commenta-
tor and journalist reads from 
his new book “Who’s Afraid of 
Post-Blackness? What It Means 
to be Black Now.” Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [Flatbush Ave. at Eastern 
Parkway in Grand Army Plaza 
in Park Slope, (718) 230-2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

READING, SARA LEVINE: Author 
of “Treature Island!!!” Free. 7 
pm. WORD [126 Franklin Street 
between Milton and Noble 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 383-
0096], www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

READING, ADAM JOHNSON: 
Author of “The Orphan Master’s 
Son.” Free. 7:30 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666-3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

READING, DAVE ISAY: Author of 
“Listening is an Act of Love.” 
Free. 7:30 pm. Greenlight Book-
store [686 Fulton St. between S. 
Elliott Place and S. Portland Av-
enue in Fort Greene, (718) 246-
0200], greenlightbookstore.com. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE 
LEADER”: An evening of short 
plays about cults. 8:30 pm. 
Triskelion Arts [118 N. 11th St. 
between Berry Street and Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (917) 
270-7279], www.PanickedPro-
ductions.com. 

THURS, FEB. 2
WORKSHOP, ENGLISH CON-

VERSATION: Adults practice 
conversational speech. Free. 1 
pm. Coney Island Public Library 
[1901 Mermaid Ave. at West 
19th Street in Coney Island, (718) 
265-3220], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

WORKSHOP, CROCHET: Adults 
meet every week and work on 
their projects. 2 pm. Midwood 
Public Library [975 E. 16th St. 
between Avenues J and I in 
Midwood, (718) 252-0967], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

TAX HELP: State Sen. Marty 
Golden is sponsoring income 
tax preparation for seniors; by 
appointment only. Free. 6–8 pm. 
District offi ce [7408 Fifth Ave. at 
74th Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
238-6044]. 

BEGINNER’S ESL: 6:15 to 9:15 pm. 
See Monday, Jan. 30. 

READING, MARYLYN DINTEN-
FASS: Author of “Parallel Park.” 
Free. 6:30 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 666-
3049], www.powerhousearena.
com. 

READING, SAEED JONES: Author 
of “When the Only Light is Fire.” 
Free. 7 pm. WORD [126 Frank-

lin Street between Milton and 
Noble streets in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383-0096], www.word-
brooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE 
LEADER”: 8:30 pm. See 
Wednesday, Feb. 1. 

FRI, FEB. 3
WORKSHOP, FUN FRIDAYS: 4 pm. 

See Friday, Jan. 27. 

MUSIC, FRANCIS MBAPPE AND 
FM TRIBE: Free. 8 pm. BAM-
Cafe [30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4129], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE 
LEADER”: 8:30 pm. See 
Wednesday, Feb. 1. 

SAT, FEB. 4
PERFORMANCE

DANCE, “SMALL STEPS, TINY 
REVOLUTIONS,” DANCE 
SHOW: Presented by RIOULT. 
Free. 3 pm. Kingsborough Com-
munity College [2001 Oriental 
Blvd. at Decatur Avenue in Man-
hattan Beach, (718) 368-5000], 
www.kingsborough.edu. 

MUSIC, F. STOKES: Free. 8 pm. 
BAMCafe [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE 
LEADER”: 8:30 pm. See 
Wednesday, Feb. 1. 

OTHER
TAX HELP: 9 pm–11:30 am. See 

Thursday, Feb. 2. 

CITIZENSHIP PREP: 10:30 am–1:30 
pm and 1:30–4:30 pm. See Sat-
urday, Jan. 28. 

FILM, BAMKIDS FILM FESTIVAL: 
Festival showcases 73 fi lms from 
26 countries — including New 
York, US, and world premieres. 
$12 ($9 for children under 12). 
10:30 am–all day. BAM Harvey 
Theater [651 Fulton St. at Rock-
well Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

READING, COLSON WHITEHEAD: 
Author shares excerpts from his 
book “Zone One.” Free. 4 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [Flatbush Ave. at Eastern 
Parkway in Grand Army Plaza 
in Park Slope, (718) 230-2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org.

Who can you always count on when you’re in a bind and 
need a good book? Your neighborhood bookstore, of 
course, whose employees read all the newest books 

before you do. That’s why we’re running this semi-regular 
column featuring must-reads, handpicked and written about 
by the staff at some of our favorite independent bookstores in 
Brooklyn.

The BookMark Shoppe’s pick:
“The Secret of the Glass”
by Donna Russo Morin

Fans of historical fiction will love “The 
Secret of the Glass,” a story told in 17th 
century Venice. In Murano, Venice, known 
for its unparalleled glass making, three 
glassmakers are found dead after try-
ing to escape. Sophia Fiolario, secret-
ly apprenticed under her father has a 
choice to make: marry a nobleman or 
escape. But escape won’t be easy for her — 
or for whom she leaves behind. Wonderful prose and delightful 
historical characters including Galileo make “The Secret of the 
Glass” a great read.

— Bina Valenzano, co-owner, The BookMark Shoppe [8415 
Third Ave. between 84th and 85th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833-5115].

Greenlight’s pick:
“Why Be Happy When You Can Be Normal”
by Jeanette Winterson

Jeanette Winterson’s new memoir, “Why Be Happy When 
You Can Be Normal” (due in March 
2012), is a disarmingly dreamlike. We 
are guided through a frankly miserable 
youth, but coping in the aftermath is 
easy with Winterson’s charming and 
resilient prose. 

— Eleanor Kriseman, Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. between S. 
Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 246-0200].

WORD’s pick:
“Running the Rift”
by Naomi Benaron

Reading this book is like reading a 
meld of “Little Bee” and “Born to Run” 
— it’s a novel about a Rwandan runner 
headed to the Olympics, a Tutsi runner 
at a time when the Tutsi and Hutu are 
on the verge of violence. The open-
ing chapter is one of the strongest 
andd most gripping I’ve read in a 
long time. Also, it’s a Bellwether 
Prize winner, which for me usu-
ally means that I’ll enjoy the book 
in question. Politics, family tragedy, a love story, a 
behind-the-scenes glimpse at competitive athletics — it’s quite 
a package. 

—  Jenn Northington, event manager, WORD [126 Franklin 
St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383-0096].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores
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You Can Be Normal” (due in March 
2012), is a disarmingly dreamlike. We 
are guided through a frankly miserable 
youth, but coping in the aftermath is 
easy with Winterson’s charming and 

Reading this book is like reading a 
meld of “Little Bee” and “Born to Run” 
— it’s a novel about a Rwandan runner 
headed to the Olympics, a Tutsi runner 
at a time when the Tutsi and Hutu are 

in question. Politics, family tragedy, a love story, a 

Go check out Fort Greene author Colson Whitehead read from his 
zombie-pacolypse novel, “Zone One” at the Brooklyn Public Library 
on Feb, 4.
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GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

LIVE MUSIC

KARAOKE

Thursday, Jan. 26 - Tommy & Maryellen - 7pm
Friday, Jan. 27 - Out Of The Blue - 10pm

 Saturday, Jan. 28 - The Rockinghams - 10pm

Value up to $16 with your party of 4 or more
Redeem Your Free Dinner, Within a Month

Before or After Your Actual Birthday!

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952
CELEBRATES

Valentine’s Day
Appetizer

Fried Calamari  Caesar Salad  Lobster Bisque
Lasagne Bolognese  Cupid Salad  Seafood Salad

Entree
Boneless Shell Steak Grilled $8.00 Extra

With Herbal Butter or Au`Poivre Sauce

Boneless Chicken Francaise
Penne Ala Vodka with Shrimp

Chicken Rolletini
Fresh Mozzarella, Prosciutto, Mushroom Marsala Sauce

Broiled Salmon
Topped with Champagne Dill Sauce

Filet of Sole Oreganata $8.00 Extra
Shrimp Scampi

Dessert
Apple Strudel  Brownie Overload  Tiramisu

    Cheesecake  Chocolate Mousse  Ice Cream  

COFFEE - TEA

 Superbowl Party

1st & 2nd Quarter Pickens At The Bar

HALFTIME BLOWOUT BUFFET
 AFC Hot Dogs With All The Toppings
 Three & Down Five Spice Barbecue Spare Ribs
 NFC Cheese Burgers With All The Fixings
 Huddle Penne Vodka
 Marinated Sliced Steak Au`Poive
 Southern Fried Chicken Ala Punt
 Third & Juicy Combination Meatballs
 Pig Skin Sausage Peppers & Onions
 Touchdown Baked Ziti
 Championship Desserts

7717 3rd

Select Open Bar & Buffet

$40 PER PERSON + TAX & TIP

                    
           

     

 
 

 

 

           
 

 

 

            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1ST & 2ND QUARTERS PICKINS ON THE BAR 

 

TELEVISIONS IN EVERY 
ROOM WE CAN 

ACCOMMODATE 
LARGE PARTIES 

 

$40.00 
Per Person + Tax & Tip 

 

         RESERVATIONS   SUGGESTED 

           (718) – 833 - 8200 
  7717 – 3RD AVENUE 

     BAY RIDGE, BROOKLYN 
       www.greenhousecafe.com          

 

 
 

AFC HOT DOGS WITH ALL THE TOPPINGS 

 

THREE & DOWN FIVE SPICE BARBECUE SPARE RIBS 
 

NFC CHEESE BURGERS WITH ALL THE FIXINGS 
 

HUDDLE PENNE VODKA 
 

KICKOFF MARINATED PEPPER STEAK 
 

SOUTHERN FRIED CHICKEN ALA PUNT 
 

THIRD & JUICY COMBINATION MEATBALLS 
 

PIG SKIN SAUSAGE & PEPPERS 
 

TOUCHDOWN BAKED ZITI  
 

CHAMPIONSHIP DESSERTS 
 

 

 SUPERBOWL PARTY 

 OPEN BAR 
FROM KICK OFF TILL END OF GAME 

 

    HALFTIME  BLOWOUT  BUFFET 
 

 

$10 Raffle 
55” Sony 

Bravia 

$10 Raffle 
55” Sony 

Bravia 

Televisions 
In Every Room

We Can Accommodate Large Parties

Televisions 
In Every Room

We Can Accommodate Large Parties

 NFC Cheese Burgers With All The Fixings

 SELECT OPEN BAR
From Start To End Of Game

 Superbowl Party
 SELECT OPEN BAR

$35 PER PERSON + TAX & GRATUITY
CALL FOR

RESERVATIONS

 
 
 
 

NYC
Restaurant Week
Menu Available
thru 02/10/12

 Superbowl Party Superbowl Party
 SELECT OPEN BAR

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952
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*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & MV fees which are additional and may be payable upon consummation. Closed end leases subject to credit
approval. Total monthly payments/purchase option: $2,136/$13,833(Focus), $3,720/$16,811(Escape), $2,376/$17,114( Fusion), $5,376/$20,902(Explorer),
$3,264/$18,145(Edge). Lease pymts based on 24 mos to qualified buyers. 20¢ per mi. over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear/maint/repair.
*Negative trade equity carried to new vehicle price. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN SUNDAY 11-5

www.PREMIERFORDSALES.com

•
M

U
NI

CIPAL CREDIT UNIO
N

•

PA
R

TICIPATING DEALE
R

AAuto Netuto NetAuto Net
WELCOME MCU

MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

To Long Island

Kings Plaza
Mall

Kings Highway Utica Ave.

Avenue U

BELT PARKWAY

To Verrazano

★

EASY ON, EASY
OFF EXIT 11N
BELT PARKWAY

5001 Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

1-718-258-7200
1-800 - 450 - 3129

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL FORD &

LINCOLN/MERCURY VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

$89
†

PER MO. 24 MOS LEASE

BRAND NEW 2012 FORD

FOCUS SE
Auto, P/Moonroof, MYFORD &

SYNC Package, and More!
VIN#CL2696B9
MSRP $20,880

$3,114 Due at inception includes
$2,430 down pymnt, $595 bank
fee, $0 security deposit, & 1st

month pymt. Tax, title & MV fees
add'l. Price includes $500 Ford

Competitive Lease Rebate. Offer
expires 1/31/12

$99
†

PER MO. 24 MOS LEASE

BRAND NEW 2012 FORD

FUSION SE
Auto, Rear Spoiler, 18" Alum Whls, Reverse
Sensing System, Selectshift, Sun & SYNC

Value Pkg, P/Moonroof, and More!
VIN#CR118442 MSRP $25,885

$2,995 Due at inception includes
$2,301 down pymnt, $595 bank
fee, $0 security deposit, & 1st

month pymt. Tax title & MV fees
add'l. Price includes $1000 Ford
Competitive Lease Rebate. Offer

expires 1/31/12.

$155
†

PER MO. 24 MOS LEASE

BRAND NEW 2012 FORD

ESCAPE XLT
Auto, Sun & SYNC Value Pkg,

P/Moonroof, anD More!
VIN#CXB25500
MSRP $26,490

$2,789 Due at inception includes
$2,039 down pymnt, $595 bank
fee, $0 security deposit, & 1st

month pymt. Tax title & MV fees
add'l. Price includes $1,000 Ford
Competitive Lease Rebate. Offer

expires 1/31/12.

$224
†

PER MO. 24 MOS LEASE

BRAND NEW 2012 FORD

EXPLORER 4X4
Selectshift Trans, V6, SYNC,

Sirius Sat. Radio w/6 mos
service, & More! VIN#CGA77741

MSRP $31,670

$3,789 Due at inception includes
$2,970 down pymnt, $595 bank
fee, $0 security deposit, & 1st

month pymt. Tax, title & MV fees
add'l. Price includes $1,000 Ford
Competitive Lease Rebate. Offer

expires 1/31/12.

SAVE $5,029 OFF MSRP! SAVE $7,570 OFF MSRP!

$22,946
*BRAND NEW 2011 FORD

E150 CARGO VAN

Auto, V8, Roll Stability Control, Vinyl Floor Covering, Steel Racks & Bins, Trailer
Towing & More! VIN#BDB05912, MSRP $27,975 • Offer expires 1/31/12.

COMPLIMENTARY RACKS
& BINS W/PURCHASE!

$22,995
*BRAND NEW 2011 FORD

FLEX SE

Auto, V6, Mono-chromatic Roof, 17" Aluminum Wheels, SYNC,
Roof Rails, and More! VIN#BBD29926 MSRP $30,565

Price includes $4,000 Factory Rebate, $1,000 Ford
Motor Credit Company Bonus, $1,000 Ford
Competitive Rebate. Offer expires 1/31/12

$136
†

PER MO. 24 MOS LEASE

BRAND NEW 2012 FORD

EDGE SE
V6, Auto, Silver Metallic/Black,
17" Alum. Wheels, and More!

VIN#CBA61362
MSRP $28,575

$2,995 Due at inception includes
$2,264 down payment, $595

bank fee, 1st month payment $0
security deposit. Tax, title & MV
fees add'l. Price includes $1250

Ford Lease renewal rebate. Offer
expires 1/31/12.

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLE

HEADQUARTERS

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
2006 Ford Ranger Ext. Cab 4x4

V6, Auto, P/W, P/L, P/Mirr,
86K Mi, Stk#6333F

$8,999*

2010 Chrysler Town & Country
Silver, Auto, 7 Passenger,

53K Mi, Stk#6179F

$16,402*

2011 Mercury Milan Premier
Auto, V6, Leather, Alloys,

33K Mi, Stk#6261F

$16,839*

2010 Ford Mustang
V6, Auto, Convertible,

26K Mi, Stk#5798F

$19,830*

2010 Ford Edge
Silver, Auto, P/W, P/L, P/Mirr,

13K Mi, Stk#6260

$19,875*

2011 Ford Taurus SEL
Gray, V6, Auto, Alloys,

17K Mi, Stk#6263F

$19,999*
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• ‘We proved we’re an
elite team and we’re 
ready for anybody.’

• ‘Honestly, Lincoln is 
top dog. It’s big-time 
basketball.’

BY ZACH BRAZILLER
What a difference three 

years makes.
Jaquan Lynch was shot at 

age 15 as he hung out with a 
bad crowd outside JHS 258 in 
Bedford Stuyvesant. When 
the random bullet caught 
him, he immediately felt a 
sharp pain and was taken to 
a nearby hospital, where he 
thought he was going to die.

Doctors assured him that 
he was only shot in the but-
tocks and that he would live. 
His next fear was if he would 
ever get back on the court.

“I thought I wasn’t going 
to be able to play basketball 
again,” Lynch recalled. “I 
cried every day.”

That day, as he worried 
about his future, Lynch 
made a promise to himself to 
become a different person — 
a promise that has produced 
some amazing dividends.

Three years later, Lynch 
is not only back on the fl oor, 
but the 17-year-old emerging 
talent and Thomas Jefferson 
High School Orange Wave 
shooting guard sees that day 
as a turning point in his life.

“It changed me because 
I think it was a sign to play 
basketball and stay off the 
streets, go to school,” he 
said. “Get my life together — 
that’s what I’m doing now.”

Lynch, indeed, is a com-
pletely different person these 
days, a solid C student and a 
homebody, smiling often. 
He only leaves his mother’s 
Coney Island home to go to 
school, work out or for bas-
ketball.

“I’ve seen a [180] degree 
turn in him,” his mother, 
Latisha Lynch, said. “That 
woke him up, that scared 
him.”

Lynch has been making 
the most of his opportunity 
this season, leading Jeffer-
son to a 12-5 record. One of 
the city’s breakout stars, 
he’s averaging 22 points 
per game, along with fi ve 
rebounds and four assists, 
helping the Orange Wave 
hang with the borough’s best 
in elite Public School Ath-
letic League Brooklyn AA 
despite being without star 
senior Thaddeus Hall until 
recently.

“When Thaddeus wasn’t 
here, he was the man,” Fai-
son said. “He’s led us.”

Lynch has put up big 
numbers against all the 
city’s top teams, from drop-

ping 31 points on two-time 
defending Public School 
Athletic League Class AA 
champion Boys & Girls, to 24 
against top-ranked Lincoln, 
23 in an overtime win over 
South Shore and 29 against 
Christ the King, the two-
time Catholic High School 
Athletic Association Class 
AA city champion.

Though still a junior, 
Lynch has begun to receive 
local mid-major Division 
I interest. One assistant 
coach attended Jefferson’s 
overtime loss to Boys & Girls 
to check on a few of the Kan-
garoos’ top players and left 
impressed with Lynch after 
he scored a game-high 31 

points on a series of perim-
eter jump shots and fearless 
drives through the lane.

“His basket-making abil-
ity makes him a Division I-
level athlete,” the coach said. 
“He’s fast, he’s quick and he’s 
always in attack mode.”

Jefferson coach Lawrence 
“Bud” Pollard credits his 
production to an improved 
work ethic. He wanted Lynch 
to play varsity as a fresh-
man, but he missed a few 
preseason workouts, and led 
the junior varsity to a city 
championship instead. As a 
sophomore, Lynch saw time 
off the bench, but averaged 
just six points per game.

It didn’t really hit home 
until he performed poorly at 
Peach Jam, a national AAU 
tournament with the Metro-
hawks, that he needed to put 
in more time working on his 
craft.

“I stunk it up,” he re-
called. “I saw John Calipari, 
Rick Pitino, and I did noth-
ing. After that, I went hard 
when I came back.”

He began taking hun-
dreds of jump shots per day, 
dedicating himself to become 
one of the city’s top shooters. 
He worked with Pollard and 
Holmes whenever they had 
the time, or with teammates 
or even on his own. That has 
carried over into the winter.

“It’s like a switch has 
come on,” Pollard said. 
“His play is a product of his 
hard work. He’s the fi rst in 
the gym and the last one to 
leave.”

Pollard said Lynch is al-
ready one of his favorite kids 
to coach in his eight seasons. 
He’s a high scorer, but is also 
unselfi sh; a good defender 

BY MARC RAIMONDI
Grapplers from the 

Grand Street Campus 
Wolves bested the Brook-
lyn Tech Engineers — and 
won the Public School 
Athletic League Wrestling 
dual meet city champion-
ship on Jan. 18, thanks, 
in part, to a senior who 
bulked himself up by mis-
take.

Grand Street senior 
Deuly Espinal said he was 
disappointed with himself 
when he missed his weight 
class. Instead of wrestling 
at 132 pounds, where coach 
John Zarcone fi gured he 
would be more effective, 
Espinal weighed in at 134 
and had to move up to 138.

“I was supposed to 
make it, but I’ve been cut-
ting some weight and it’s 
hard to maintain it for four 
months,” Espinal said.

But, in the end, it didn’t 
matter. In fact, Espinal’s 
weight gain was actually 
fortuitous.

In the day’s penultimate 
match, Espinal pinned 
Brooklyn Tech’s Jonathan 
Negron at 3:40 to clinch a 
46–27 win for Grand Street 
Campus. It was 2–0 in the 
second period when Espi-
nal turned Negron over 
and pinned his opponent, 

whipping his teammates 
and the many Wolves sup-
porters into a frenzy.

“He’s been struggling 
with his weight,” Zarcone 
said. “He’s cutting down to 
132 and that’s something 
we gotta straighten out. 
But you know, it worked 
out today. He’s a tough 
wrestler where we can 
move him around and it 
did pay off — big time. We 
had him to seal it up.”

The victory marked 
Grand Street’s fi rst title 
since 2007 and the second 
championship for a pro-
gram that Zarcone started 
just seven years ago. The 
coach said last week after 
beating Wingate in the 
semifi nals that he and his 
wrestlers weren’t think-
ing about last year’s loss 
to Brooklyn Tech in the 
fi nals — they were think-
ing about this year’s loss 
to their heated rival.

“It’s about aveng-
ing this year’s dual meet 
with them and about win-
ning the championship,” 
Zarcone said. “I’m not go-
ing into a wrestling room 
unless I’m coaching to-
ward a championship. 
And I don’t want wrestlers 
in my room unless they’re 

— Jefferson’s Jaquan Lynch — Reality show creator Adam Salazar

Continued on Page 35 Continued on Page 35

Grand Street celebrates its victory over Brooklyn Tech in the 
public school wrestling fi nals. Photo by Denis Gostev

Thomas Jefferson’s Jaquan Lynch said his life changed after he 
was shot three years ago. Photo by Denis Gostev

Grand Street wins 
PSAL wrestling title

From shooting victim 
to two-point shooter 
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Excerpt from Ida’s journal, 11 December 2011:

“Call me Eisenstein. Some years ago — never mind how long precisely — having 
little or no money in my purse, and nothing particular to interest me in Sheepshead 
Bay, I thought I would sail about a little and see the watery part of the world. It is a way 
I have of driving off the spleen, and regulating the circulation. Whenever I fi nd myself 
growing grim about the mouth; whenever it is a damp, drizzly Yom Kippur in my soul; 
whenever I fi nd myself involuntarily pausing before the Silver Star meat market, and 
especially whenever my critics get such an upper hand of me, that it requires a strong 
moral principle to prevent me from changing my ringtone from ‘Footloose’ to ‘Foot-
steps in the Dark’ — then, I account it high time 
to get to sea as soon as I can. There is nothing 
surprising in this. If they but knew it, almost all 
men in their degree, some time or other, cher-
ish very nearly the same feelings towards the 
ocean with me.”

This week, Eisenstein fi nds inspiration in 
Herman Melville, the author some claim her 
writing most resembles: “A smile is the chosen 
vehicle of all ambiguities.”

Ida’s Kryptonite Lock of the Week:

NFC (New York Giants) over AFC (New 
England Patriots):

“Because that’s where the Seahawks 
are.”

136-123-7, 13-7 on Kryptonite Lock of the 
Week.

BY ZACH BRAZILLER
New York City’s most 

renowned high school 
boys basketball program 
has come to a television 
screen near you.

Lincoln, which has 
produced NBA players 
Stephon Marbury, Sebas-
tian Telfair and Lance 
Stephenson, was featured 
on a new reality television 
series called “City Hard-
wood,” which debuted 
Sunday night. 

Show founder and cre-
ator Adam Salazar, who 
created “City Gridiron,” 
an identical show about 
local high school football 
teams, will be bringing 
the weekly show to the 
public. 

“It was a natural evo-
lution,” he said of the bas-
ketball show. “Football 
was fun because the hook 
was nobody realizes the 
quality of football being 
played in New York City. 
But then, people kept ask-
ing me, are you going to do 
basketball because, obvi-
ously, basketball is world 
famous in New York City. 
And honestly, Lincoln is 
top dog. It’s big-time bas-
ketball. It’s a hub of en-
ergy at a big game. There 
is media everywhere. You 
can feel the electricity in 
the gym.”

Salazar’s show will 
consist of 13 episodes de-
picting the everyday life 
of the Railsplitters, from 
practices and games to 
school and personal off-
the-court issues. 

The show will center 
around longtime coach 
Dwayne “Tiny” Morton, 
an iconic fi gure in New 
York City hoops known 
for producing elite talent, 
who played Division I bas-
ketball himself at Long Is-
land University and Cen-
tral Connecticut State and 
has won seven city titles.

Salazar raved about 
the different story lines, 
from Morton’s son, junior 
Trevonn Morton, and 
cousin, freshman Kwame; 
to nationally ranked soph-
omore Isaiah Whitehead; 
junior point guard Ethan 
Telfair, the younger 
brother of Sebastian Tel-
fair; and transfers Tafari 

Whittingham, Da’Shawn 
Suber and Travis Charles 
looking to fi t in and con-
tribute to a championship 
team.

“It’s a confl uence of 
real interesting stories 
and different challenges 
aside from winning bas-
ketball games,” Salazar 
said.

Salazar said he was in-
spired by the MTV show 
“Two-A-Days” and HBO’s 
“Hard Knocks” when he 
started his show about 
high school football. Now 
he is moving over to bas-
ketball.

“For me, [basketball] is 
much more intimate. I’m 
only dealing with 14 kids 
on the team; with foot-
ball, you have upwards 
of 50-some-odd kids,” he 
said. “We anticipate get-
ting more in-depth and 
more personal with our 
characters.”

“It’s also great because 
you see the kids’ faces,” he 
joked.

Lincoln has been the fo-
cus of similar projects be-
fore. Stephenson starred 
in a Web-only documen-
tary “Born Ready,” while 
Telfair was also featured 
in the 2005 documentary 
fi lm “Through The Fire.”

A new episode of “City 
Hardwood” will air on 
NYC Life [WNYE-TV, 
Channel 25] on Sunday, 
Jan. 28, at 8 pm. The 
show will be rebroad-
casted on Tuesdays at 4 
pm; Wednesdays at 9:30 
pm; Fridays at 4 pm and 
Saturdays at 3 pm.

BY ZACH BRAZILLER
Talk about a comeback!
Thomas Jefferson High 

School bested the top-ranked 
Lincoln High School Rail-
splitters in grand fashion on 
Jan. 17 — despite Jefferson 
Coach Lawrence Pollard be-
ing ejected from the game, 
and the team blowing an 
eight-point, fourth-quarter 
lead. 

By some miracle, Thomas 
Jefferson’s Orange Wave 
managed to pull out a thrill-
ing 82–77 overtime victory 
over the Railsplitters in Co-
ney Island.

Thaddeus Hall’s runner 
with 4.8 seconds in regula-
tion forced overtime and 
Jefferson owned the extra 
session. Jaquan (Son Son) 
Lynch led the sixth-ranked 
Orange Wave with 21 points 
and set up Nazai Stokes for 
the go-ahead three-pointer 
in over time with 1:30 to go, 
Hall had 17 points and 10 re-
bounds, Kareem Johnakin 
posted 15 points and 17 re-
bounds and Patrick Brown 

added 13 points 
and fi ve assists 
off the bench.

“This should 
prove to every-
body we’re not 
the team they 
think we are,” 
Lynch said. “We 
proved we’re an 
elite team and 
we’re ready for 
anybody.”

Jefferson (13–
5, 9–2, Brooklyn 
AA) had blown 
similar contests 
earlier in the 
year to Lincoln, 
Boys and Girls 
and Christ the 
King. It was look-
ing to be headed 
in that direction 
— another dev-
astating defeat — especially 
when Pollard was called for 
his second technical foul for 
slamming the scorer’s table 
with 1:33 left and Jefferson 
clinging to a one-point lead. 
Pollard was upset that the 

game clock was started late 
and the shot clock wasn’t re-
set.

When the smoke cleared, 
Lincoln had the lead, 73–72, 
following two Travis Charles 
(16 points) free throws, and 

Smashes top-ranked Railsplitters 82–77 in overtime
the ball. But his players 
made sure the gaffe wasn’t 
costly and Jefferson is now 
just a game off the pace in 
the city’s top division, Pub-
lic School Athletic League 
Brooklyn AA, with three 
league games remaining.

“We all do things, we 
weren’t mad at him,” Hall 
said. “He does so much for 
us. He’s like a second father 
to us.”

Lincoln (15-3, 10-1) got off 
to a quick start, racing out 
to a 15–6 lead, behind eight 
early points from Isaiah 
Whitehead, but failed to put 
Jefferson away. The Rail-
splitters were surprisingly 
outplayed in the paint and 
afterward coach Dwayne 
(Tiny) Morton questioned 
his team’s toughness.

“This is a terrible loss, 
this might be the worst loss 
I’ve ever had coaching,” he 
said. “We lost the battle of the 
boards. Rebounding killed 
us, tenacity killed us.”

Johnakin produced big 
numbers with his double-
double, but all of Jefferson’s 
forwards had their moments, 
outplaying Lincoln’s Tafari 
Whittingham and Travis 
Charles. Ed Ogundeko (eight 
points) blocked fi ve of Jef-
ferson’s nine shots, Raymel 
Wicker drew four charges 
and Jermoine Faison also 
supplied some timely hoops 
before fouling out in the 
fourth quarter.

“They couldn’t go to the 
hole without worrying about 
the charge or the block,” Pol-
lard said. “That helped us 
take that eight-point lead.”

Still, it was Hall and 
Lynch — the two sharpshoot-
ing guards — who made the 
victory possible with their 
end-to-end play. The two 
made big baskets, contrib-
uted to Jefferson’s edge on 
the glass and Hall was a de-
mon on defense, with two 
blocks, three steals and solid 
work on Whitehead, Lin-
coln’s star sophomore. After 
scoring 14 fi rst-half points, 
Whitehead managed just 
three over the contest’s fi nal 
21 minutes with Hall draped 
all over him. Hall said he 
took away Whitehead’s right, 
his strong side, and when he 
did get beat, his teammates 

me
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all 
r-

he 

n 
r

Ida Eisenstein:

Thomas Jefferson’s Thaddeus Hall upset top-
ranked Lincoln, 82-77, in overtime last Tues-
day. Photo by Denis Gostev

Lincoln and coach Dwayne 
“Tiny” Morton will be the 
subject of “City Hardwood,” 
a reality show about the Rail-
splitters. Photo by Denis Gostev

Jefferson beats Lincoln Railsplitters get 
television show

Ida says the Giants will take it!

Continued on Page 35
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BY THOMAS TRACY
Finally, justice has been 

served!
The Brooklyn Aviators 

fi nally took out the hated 
New Jersey Outlaws during 
a legendary 6–1 rout at the 
Hangar — a glorious game 
that continued a mini-win-
ning streak for Brooklyn’s 
Boys of Winter.

The scrappy Floyd Ben-
nett Field squad hadn’t 
fared well in 2012, losing 
every game until Jan. 15, 
when they beat the Danville 
Dashers and claimed their 
fi rst win of the year.

Building on the mo-
mentum started against 
the Dashers, the Aviators 
were born again when they 
hit the ice on Jan. 20 and 
jumped to an early 3–0 lead 
against the corruptible ice 
cutters from dirty Jersey.

A’s star right-winger 
Casey Mignone slapped in 
Brooklyn’s fi rst goal of the 
night 4:14 minutes into the 
opening frame — and the 
rest was just icing on the 

Aviators’ victory cake: for-
ward Lucas Schott scored 
a hat trick by the end of the 
second frame, while for-
ward Chase Watson wid-
ened the gap by scoring 
during a power play. Cen-
ter Brendan Baumgartner 
scored the sixth and fi nal 
goal of the game for Brook-
lyn less than three minutes 
into the third set. 

But it was an Aviator 
alumni who stunted this 
shutout in the making: 
Outlaw Matt Puntureri, 
the Aviators’ fan favorite 
last year, scored on a short-
hand tally with less than 
two minutes in the game, 
giving his team something 
to throw on the scoreboard.

But, by then, some ven-
geance had already been 
meted out: the top-ranked 
Outlaws — the only team 
already assured a play-
off berth in the upcoming 
Commissioner Cup games 
— were run out of the Han-
gar with their tails between 
their legs by the fi fth-place 

Aviators, who had suffered 
through a humiliating 0–7 
record against the Outlaws 
until Friday.

The winning momen-
tum continued on Saturday, 
when the A’s rolled over 
the Cape Cod Bluefi ns in a 
3–1 victory at the Hyannis 
Youth and Community Cen-
ter in Massachusetts.

The Aviators scored 
early, with star forward 
Jesse Felten sinking in the 
fi rst goal of the night less 
than fi ve minutes into the 
fi rst frame.  

Right winger Matt Atsoff 
would net the Aviators’ sec-
ond goal after Bluefi n An-
drew Hutton snuck a puck 
past Aviator goaltender Jo 
St. Pierre, but the stage for 
the Aviators’ win had al-
ready been set. 

And everyone seemed to 
know it: Cape Cod’s attempts 
to put a puck in the back of 
the Aviators’ net dropped 
considerably in the second 
and third periods, from 17 
in the fi rst to six and then 

nine in the fi nal frame.
A spectacular center-

point blast from Aviator KC 
Timmons secured the vic-
tory for Brooklyn during a 
third period power play.

Coach Robert Miller 
predicted that the Avia-
tors would turn themselves 
around in 2012.

“Not to make excuses, 
but we had a lot of guys 
down [over the last few 
weeks],” Miller said. “We’re 
starting to get them back, 
so we should be doing well. 
If everybody stays healthy, 
we’ll be fi ne and hopefully 
make a good push for the 
playoffs.”

The Brooklyn Avia-
tors return to the Aviator 
Sports and Events Cen-
ter [3159 Flatbush Ave. in 
Floyd Bennett Field in Ma-
rine Park, (718) 758-7580] 
on Jan. 27 to take on the 
Akwesasne Warriors. Tick-
ets are $12 ($10 for seniors 
and children under 14) For 
more info, visit  www.Brook-
lynAviators.com .

who doesn’t let bad plays mul-
tiply into worse ones. He’s 
most of all coachable.

“You can yell at him, get 
into him, it doesn’t faze him,” 
Pollard said. “He takes criti-
cism and he uses it to get bet-
ter.”

Lynch has a dream, born 
that day he was shot. He 

yearns to make it, for his fam-
ily, particularly his parents.

“He wants to be a pro-
fessional basketball player 
— that’s all he talks about,” 
Latisha Lynch said. “He says, 
‘Mom, if I make it, you’re 
gonna get a restaurant the 
size of two blocks.’ ”

Latisha Lynch marvels at 
how far basketball has taken 
her son already, from Au-
gusta, Ga., to Orlando, Fl., 
among other locales. She’s 

never left New York.
“He’s been places I wish I 

could go to,” she said.
The way Lynch sees it, he’s 

only begun. He likes the taste 
of success. Though he’s quiet, 
everyone at Jefferson knows 
him. He always promises bet-
ter performances, from him-
self and his teammates. He’s 
seen the other side of things 
and plans to continue on his 
current path, one jump shot 
after another.

Continued from page 33 

Lynch
working toward a champi-
onship.”

The Wolves came out 
hot and featured a shuf-
fl ed lineup that featured 
seven wrestlers in differ-
ent weight classes than 
they’ve been in all year 
to combat the Engineers’ 
depth. Zarcone’s strategy 
clicked right away when 
Jorje Jimenez won a ma-
jor decision over Tech star 
Cristian Masaya, 19–5, at 
152 to start the meet. Jime-
nez typically wrestles at 
160 pounds.

“It’s something that 
nobody saw us doing and 
it was really shock value 
more than anything,” 
Zarcone said. “To take 
out a very tough Cristian 
Masaya with that fi rst 
match was important to 
do. That’s big points in a 

match like that.”
The momentum con-

tinued. Josh Thomas, up 
at 160, defeated Patrick Al-
cantara by decision, 5–4, 
and Clifford Cruz came up 
with a huge pin (4:32) over 
Olaleye Ojo at 170. Clifford 
normally wrestles at 182. 
Anatoliy Anchakov gave 
Grand Street a 16–0 lead 
with a 6–2 decision over 
Kevin Tynes at 182.

As expected, Brooklyn 
Tech rallied at the heavier 
weights. Andreas Kokko-
ros beat Enmanuel Perez 
by decision, 6–0; star Pa-
tryk Kopczynski pinned 
Ismal Cueto in 1:47 at 220; 
and Shaquille Williams 
pinned Julio Medina in 
3:47 at 285 to get the Engi-
neers within 16–15.

Grand Street Campus 
star Josh Antoine got his 
team its swagger back 
with an exciting pin of Ya-
neev Hirsh in 58 seconds 
at 99 pounds. The 5-foot-1 

senior, one of the best in 
state in his weight class, 
fi red up the crowd with 
his pre-match histrionics, 
slapping his head and jog-
ging around his side of the 
circle.

“Most of the time, when 
we have a little drought go-
ing on, I go out and I pick it 
up for the team,” Antoine 
said. “That’s just to hype 
up the team to get back 
into the swing of things.”

After Brooklyn Tech’s 
Zin Htoo won a major de-
cision, 14–5, over Justin 
Vazquez at 106, Yeury Tav-
arez and Keanu Thompson 
both came up with pins at 
113 and 120, respectively. 
Three matches later, Es-
pinal wrapped it up with a 
pin of his own.

“I can’t even explain 
it,” Espinal said. “It hasn’t 
even sunk in yet. I know 
it’s something special, but 
I can’t even express my 
emotions right now.”

Continued from page 33 

Wrestling

A’s shoot down hated Outlaws

Aviators star forward Jesse Felten sneaks a puck past the Cape 
Cod Bluefi ns’ defense during Brooklyn’s 3–1 victory over the Fish 
on Saturday. Photo by Steve Solomonson

were there to help.
“He wanted to guard 

Whitehead, he gets up for 
guys like that,” Pollard said.

Lynch turned the game in 
the third quarter, by scoring 
eight of his 21 points. He fi n-
ished the stanza with a fl urry, 

sinking a pull-up jumper 
on the right wing and then 
draining a pull-up 3-pointer 
at the horn, to give Jefferson 
a 65–61 lead.

“Best guards in the city — 
nobody can stop us,” Lynch 
said of himself and Hall.

The lead grew to eight af-
ter a Johnakin hoop before 
Lincoln came storming back 
to get even on Whitehead’s fol-
low with 2:48 left, which set up 

the frantic fi nal minutes.
Lincoln went ahead, Pol-

lard was tossed, but Jefferson 
prevailed nonetheless, win-
ning a game they so often lost 
in recent years.

“I’m proud of my guys,” 
Pollard said. “My team 
wouldn’t quit. Today we fi n-
ished. We made plays, we 
stayed within the game plan 
from start to fi nish no matter 
what Lincoln did.”

Continued from Page 34
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He then screamed racist and sexual 
epithets at Judge Vincent Del Giudice as 
court officers took him back to his prison 
cell.

Del Giudice sentenced Gelman to more 
than 200 years in prison, calling the con-
victed murderer a “pathologically violent 
predator” and a “sociopath.”

Aside from Gelman’s theatrics, the 
sentencing itself was largely unsur-
prising, given the severity of Gelman’s 
crimes — and his decision to own up to 
the heinous acts. Gelman was accused 
of killing four people and wounding sev-
eral others during his 28-hour rampage 
across the borough that ultimately ended 
in Manhattan.

His lawyer, Edward Friedman, said 
Gelman pleaded guilty because he was 
anxious to begin his sentence — but ar-
gued that his client had a diseased mind 
even if he wasn’t clinically insane.

“There was, at one time, a different 
Max Gelman,” Friedman said.

A Manhattan judge promised to tack 
25 years onto Gelman’s sentence for the 
crimes he committed there, but the fam-
ilies of those Gelman killed said no sen-
tence could justify what he had done. 

“Whatever maximum sentence you 
give it won’t be enough,” Andre Lev, 
Bulchenko’s brother, explained. “My 
child is never going to see his grand-
mother or aunt.”

And Gelman may be responsible for 
even more murders. 

Days before his sentencing, Gelman 
confessed to killing six other people dur-
ing a twisted jailhouse interview with 
our sister publication, the New York Post 
— including two men he claimed to have 
run over in Sheepshead Bay when he was 
18. Gelman also expressed his desire to 
murder accused child-killer Levi Aron in 
prison before Aron was transferred to an-
other facility.

The police are looking into the new 
confessions, but they may not hold water: 
police sources say there are no unsolved 
two-person hit-and-runs in Sheepshead 
Bay in 2004 or 2005 — when Gelman 
claimed the killings took place.

Continued from cover

‘Mad Max’

plea.
But Turano, who was 

never criminally charged, 
but mentioned frequently 
in the FBI’s criminal com-
plaint against Kruger, was 
apparently in fine form last 
week, and was seen laugh-
ing and cracking jokes with 
community board members 
who gave Turano a bouquet 
of flowers after Kruger was 
indicted.

Kruger’s bribery scan-
dal was not mentioned at 
last Wednesday’s meeting 
— a surprise since some 
board members believe that 
Turano should be held re-
sponsible for her role in the 
scandal.

“Turano’s the angelic 
front of Carl Kruger — she’s 
been screwing community 
board residents and she’s 
been screwing the city,” said 
a source with ties to Commu-
nity Board 18. “Five out of six 
board members are thinking 
the exact same thing I am.”

Board member Neal Dun-
can said that even if Turano 
hasn’t been charged, she may 
face ethical violations.

“There are ethical ques-
tions that have arisen from 
her association with Kru-
ger that she should answer,” 
Duncan said. “It’s the bor-
ough president’s responsi-
bility to see if there was any 
breach in ethics pertaining 

to her position.”
Yet other board members 

are backing Turano, no mat-
ter what her role in the scan-
dal was.

“Why should she step 
down? She hasn’t been 
charged, so she hasn’t done 
anything wrong,” board 
member Gardy Brazella 
said. “All you can do in situa-
tions like this is pray for her 
and hope for the best.”

Turano, who lives in a 
gaudy, $2 million home the 
feds say Kruger paid for with 
his bribe money, has been be-
side the disgraced legislator 

as he rose from Community 
Board 18 to the state senate. 

The FBI claims in court 
papers that Turano got the 
board to approve developer 
Aaron Malinsky’s plan to 
erect a BJ’s supermarket 
in Canarsie for Kruger. She 
also maneuvered the board 
into rejecting a rival develop-
ment proposal for the same 
spot.

“Decisions are not made 
in this community un-
less they are presented to 
elected officials,” Turano 
told the board at the time.

The FBI said Malin-

Continued from cover

Turano

Community Board 18 District Manager Dorothy Turano says she is 
not stepping down from her post, even though state Sen. Carl Kru-
ger, and her son are facing prison time. 
 File photo by Steve Solomonson

By Eli RosEnBERg
Whisk Cafe, the Ditmas 

Park java joint shuttered 
after murdered owner Josh 
Rubin disappeared, is set 
to percolate again — as a 
brand new coffee house.

Yasser “Max” Habib, 
owner of the popular 
Qathra Cafe on Cortelyou 
Road, wants to expand the 
coffee bean experience in a 
neighborhood still reeling 
over Rubin’s grisly, Novem-
ber, 2011 slaying.

“Josh was a good guy, 

and it was a good place, 
but we’d like to make it our 
own,” said Habib, who is 
moving forward with nego-
tiations to lease the space.

The entrepreneur side-
stepped Whisk’s ghosts 
by passing up on Rubin’s 
espresso machine and 
grinder that were sold off 
last weekend during a es-
tate sale at the cafe adver-
tised by Rubin’s family on 
the Ditmas Park Blog, but 
said the joe shop would be 
a boon for the area.

“There are no cafes 
down there and a lot of my 
customers are desperate to 
have another location to 
have good coffee,” Habib 
said.

The airy space on West-
minster Road between 
Newkirk and Ditmas av-
enues has the potential to 
become a thriving enter-
prise because of the con-
fluence of foot traffic from 
a nearby co-op, an elemen-
tary school across the way, 
and the street, added Habib, 

who told the blog Brokelyn 
that he was “75 percent 
sure” that the space would 
be his. 

Those pluses didn’t help 
Rubin, who toiled around 
the clock to try and scrape 
together enough dough for 
his first rent payment on 
Nov. 1 — the morning his 
burned and shot body was 
found off a rural road in 
Pennsylvania.

Habib is looking to 
model his new venture af-
ter a time-honored recipe 

— if all goes as planned.
“You get good beans and 

some people who know how 

to make good coffee, and 
you’re going to have some 
business!” he said.

Qathra Cafe owner in negotiations to lease spot 

Josh Rubin’s ‘Whisk’ to be 
reopened as new coffee shop

sky was bribing Kruger by 
funneling close to $500,000 
of dollars to dummy com-
panies set up by Kruger 
and Michael Turano — al-
though prosecutors later 
dropped all criminal 
charges against Malin-
sky, because they couldn’t 
prove the developer knew 

The source for news in
 your neighborhood:

the money was going to Mi-
chael Turano’s company, 
Olympian Strategic De-
velopment, which the feds 
say Kruger had set up to 
receive bribes from a select 
circle of deep-pocketed lob-
byists and developers.

Turano may not be fac-
ing any criminal charges, 

but she is going to be pun-
ished: investigators may 
seize Turano’s home, since 
they say it was paid for with 
Kruger’s ill gotten gains. 
If it isn’t seized, the house 
may have to be sold any-
way to pay off the $850,000 
in fines and penalties out-
lined in Kruger’s plea deal.

Rebecca Rideout checks out items at the estate sale of Josh Ru-
bin’s cafe, Whisk, in Ditmas Park on Saturday.   
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
JPMorgan Chase Bank,  
N.A., in accordance with  
its rights as current se- 
cured party, will conduct  
a public sale of security:  
the proprietary lease and  
1050 shares of stock of  
SOUTH WILLIAMSBURG  
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT  
FUND CORPORATION.  
Said security is appurten- 
ant to premises: located  
at 144 South 8th Street,  
Apt. 28C, BROOKLYN, NY  
11211. Said sale in- 
cludes the fixtures and  
articles of personal prop- 
erty now or hereafter af- 
fixed to or used in con- 
nection with said premis- 
es. The sale shall be on  
February 2nd, 2012 at  
10:00AM at the foot of  
the Courthouse steps,  
facing Adams Street, of  
the Supreme Court of the  
State of New York,  
County of Kings, located  
at 360 Adams Street,  
Brooklyn, NY 11201. The  
secured party reserves  
the right to bid. The se- 
cured party makes no  
representations or war- 
ranties as to the title or  
premises being sold  
herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
OF LIMITED LIABILITY  
COMPANY. NAME: HAL- 
MARK REALTY PROPER- 
TIES LLC. Articles of Or- 
ganization were filed with  
the Secretary of State of  
New York (SSNY) on  
12/29/11. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
has been designated as  
agent of the LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail a copy of pro- 
cess to the LLC, 353  
Stanley Avenue, Brook- 
lyn, New York 11207.  
Purpose: For any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of  
Limited Liability Company  
(LLC) Name: APTS  
111-35 75 LLC  Articles  
of Organization filed by  
the Department of State  
of New York on:  
11/15/2011 Office loca- 
tion: County of Kings.  
Purpose: any and all law- 
ful activities. Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of  
process to: c/o Residen- 
tial Management (NY)  
Inc. 1651 Coney Island  
Avenue, 4th Floor Brook- 
lyn, NY 11230

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: WEIR- 
FIELD HOMES, LLC. Arti- 
cles of Organization filed  
with Secretary of State of  
New York (SSNY) on  
12/07/2011. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: BLUWI  
NYC,  LLC. Articles of Or- 
ganization filed with Sec- 
retary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
11/04/2011. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: MARIOS  
RUSH, ESQ. 129 MERSE- 
ROLE ST. #1A BROOK- 
LYN, NY 11206. Pur- 
pose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
OF LIMITED LIABILITY  
COMPANY. NAME: NIKKI  
SUITES LLC. Articles of  
Organization were filed  
with the Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 11/30/11. Office lo- 
cation: Kings County.  
SSNY has been designat- 
ed as agent of the LLC  
upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of  
process to the LLC, 1016  
Broadway, Brooklyn, New  
York 11221. Purpose:  
For any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

process to: THE LLC 17  
WEIRFIELD ST BROOK- 
LYN, NY 11221. Pur- 
pose: any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: PLACE  
IN SPACE, LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
07/21/2011. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: HEALING  
LIKE WATER LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
10/05/2011. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: TERESA Y  
SMITH 794 ST. JOHNS  
PLACE 2B BROOKLYN,  
NY 11216. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: C/O UNITED  
STATES CORPORATION  
AGENTS, INC. 7014  
13TH AVENUE  SUITE  
202 BROOKLYN, NY  
11228. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Qualification  
of SES RENEWABLE AS- 
SETS, LLC. Authority filed  
with Secy. of State of NY  
(SSNY) on 12/20/11. Of- 
fice location: Kings  
County. LLC formed in  
Delaware (DE) on  
09/09/11. Princ. office of  
LLC: 1205 Manhattan  
Ave., Ste. 1210, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11222. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to the LLC at the princ.  
office of the LLC. DE  
addr. of LLC: 2711 Cen- 
terville Rd., Ste. 400,  
Wilmington, DE 19808.  
Arts. of Org. filed with DE  
Secy. of State, 401 Fed- 
eral St., Dover, DE  
19901.  Purpose: Any  
lawful activity.
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