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BY DAN MACLEOD
A plan to turn eight blocks of 

Third Avenue into a part-time pedes-
trian plaza this summer will create 
havoc for residents already belea-
guered by stumbling booze hounds 

who regularly puke and relieve them-
selves on neighborhood front lawns, 
critics to the controversial proposal 
told members of Community Board 10 
this week.  
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BY DANIEL BUSH
State Sen. Eric Adams wants 

your vote this fall — and next fall, 
too.

The Flatbush Democrat is 
throwing his hat in the ring for 

what’s expected to be 
a bruising race 

to replace Bor-
ough President 
Markowitz as 
Brooklyn’s high-
est-profi le, but 
largely power-

less, booster-in-
chief. And he’s do-

ing it while running 
again for his seat in Albany.

“I’ve always wanted to be bor-
ough president,” said Adams, who 
faces a state Senate election this 
fall and a borough president elec-
tion the following year.

Adams  announced his inten-
tions to run  through his longtime 

Continued on Page 16
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It’s carnevale!
Tomasso’s Restaurant owner Tommaso Verdillo dons a festive  
costume — hand-made by his sister — and shows off a roast suck-
ling pig at his annual Carnevale celebration in Bath Beach. For 
more festivities, fl ip to 24/Seven. Photo by Alice Proujansky
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BRUSSELS 
SPROUT IN 
BROOKLYN 

By Juliet Linderman

You don’t have to tell us twice to eat our vegetables. Like the rest 
of the borough, we’re having a full-on love affair with Brussels 
sprouts this winter, and here are a few of our very favorite spots 

to chow down on these magnificent miniature cabbages.

Chuko, $7
These halved and lightly fried brussels (left) are sweet, salty, and 

spicy all at the same time, making for the most flavorful veggie side dish 
you can possibly hope for. Slathered in tangy fish sauce and topped with 

slightly crushed honey roasted peanuts and thinly sliced hot chili peppers, 
these brussels are hot and crispy on the outside, and perfectly tender on the 

The spots for sprouts

Continued  on page 35

Mini cabbages have captured 
the heart of the borough

By Juliet Linderman

Call ’em Breuckelen sprouts.
That classically stigmatized vegetable formerly 

famous for its ability to inspire upturned noses at the 
dinner table is finally getting the positive press it deserves, in 
Brooklyn and beyond. That’s right: it’s the year of the Brussels 
sprout — and any way you slice, dice, quarter, deep fry or 

sautee it, these miniature cabbages are making their way onto 
menus at the best restaurants in the borough, and selling 
out every night. 

“We go through a case a day, it’s really amazing,” said 
chef Jamison Blankenship, whose restaurant Chuko in 
Prospect Heights is lauded for having some of the bor-
ough’s best Brussels sprouts. “We can go down the street 

and find them on every menu; it’s amazing that the public 
loves this dish so much, considering Brussels sprouts have 

never been all that intriguing.”
Primarily cultivated in central California, Brussels sprouts 

are are loaded with Vitamin C, fiber and anti-oxidants, in addi-
tion to having other distinctly healthy properties — a factor some 
Brussels sprouts purveyors credit for the vegetable’s noticeable 
increase in popularity over the last six months to a year.

“People are really starting to orient themselves around fresh 
vegetables, and Brussels sprouts are green and fresh,” said 
Brooklyn Fare Market General Manager Omar Diallo, who 
started increasing his weekly shipment from two-and-a-half cases 
to five cases beginning in December 2011. “Of every six grocery 
orders I process now, at least five of them include Brussels sprouts; 
they’re on lots of menus right now; people just love them.”

Brussels sprouts are one of the most versatile and dynamic 
winter vegetables — kept company through the chilly months 
by the likes of turnips, squash, kale, parsnips and beets, among 
others —and chefs and restaurateurs are embracing the Brussels 
sprout renaissance with open arms, and a diverse flavor profile.

“It’s cabbage in a little ball, but it isn’t as tough; its leaves are 
much more tender,” said Jimmy Clark, chef de cuisine at The 
Vanderbilt in Prospect Heights, where he’s been serving sprouts 
since the restaurant opened in 2009. Clark said that sprouts have 
been a best-seller on the menu since the very beginning, and that 
the rest of the borough is finally catching on to the craze.

“You can cook them whole, shred them, braise them, make 
sauerkraut or kimchee, use just the leaves — Brussels and kale 
you can really do anything under the sun with,” he said. “And 
they’re very hip right now; they used to be overlooked because 
of that childhood stigma. But now, it’s your typical rags to riches 
vegetable story.”

Server Katie Smail shows off 
Five Leaves’ famous sweet 
and spicy Brussels sprouts.

Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Debt-straddled Naza-

reth High School will close 
at the end of June — an 
11th hour decision that’s 
left more than 300 students 
and a school full of angered 
teachers in the lurch.

Tough economic times 
and a sharply declining 
enrollment rate led to the 
downfall of the 50-year-old 
East Flatbush Catholic in-
stitution, which is known 
for its 99 percent gradua-
tion rate and stellar sports 
programs, said the chair-
woman of the school’s Board 
of Trustees.

“In today’s economy, 
many schools have had to 
close, it is very sad that a 
great school like Nazareth 
has to be one of them,” said 
Alice Hession. 

Nazareth, which pro-
duced the likes of actor 
William Forsythe and for-
mer NBA player Stewart 
Granger, owes $3 million to 
the Diocese of Brooklyn and 
only enrolled 311 students 
this year — down from 602 
in 2006, said Hession. That, 
combined with waning in-
terest from alumni and cor-
porations, made it impossi-
ble to keep the school afl oat, 
she said.

A spokeswoman from 
the Diocese declined to 
comment, but teachers of 
the school accused the ad-
ministration of closing the 
school prematurely. 

“They disrespected the 
parents by not letting us 
know that the school was in 
fi nancial debt and that they 
wanted to close it,” said 
Monique Fisher, a math 
teacher and a 1982 graduate. 
“It’s a minority school in 
a middle-to-low end neigh-
borhood and we’re graduat-

ing 99 percent of our kids. 
About 96 percent go to col-
lege. This is not a failing 
school.”

Hession said there was 

simply no other option.
“We’ve tried PR cam-

paigns and various fi nancial 
aid [to boost enrollment,]” to 
no success, said Hession. 

Heartbroken students 
told our sister paper,  the 
New York Post , that Naza-
reth was a close-knit com-
munity with teachers who 
were in a class of their 
own. 

“In other schools you 
don’t really fi nd teachers 
that will stay after school 
for two hours and try to tu-
tor you,” said sophomore 
Rogelio Garnes. 

Senior Terence Fraser, 
who hopes to attend Yale, 
felt that Nazareth’s squeaky 
clean reputation should 
have been a deciding factor.

“We’re a good school, 
we don’t have any crime or 
anything in our school, we 
put kids in some of the best 
institutions in the country 
— it’s just really angering,” 
he said.

Nazareth, where for-
mer Los Angeles Clippers 
coach Mike Dunleavy, Sr. 
went to school, boasts two 

top-notch basketball teams: 
the nationally ranked Lady 
Kingsmen, and an unde-
feated boys team, the Kings-
men.

The school’s exit is part 
of a national decline in 
Catholic institutions suf-
fering from an increasing 
lay leadership, a transition 
to a more pluralist culture, 
and a more diverse student 
population, according to 
Father James Heft, a profes-
sor at University of South-
ern California and author 
of “Catholic High Schools: 
Facing the New Realities.”

“If people think it isn’t 
worth paying extra for, 
they’re not going to do it,” 
he said.

Catholic grade and high 
schools enrolled more than 
fi ve million students at their 
peak in the 1960s — a num-
ber which has dwindled to a 
little more than two million 
in recent years, said Heft.

Administrators: Debt and dwindling class size led to school’s demise

NAZARETH TO CLOSE

The Diocese of Brooklyn will close 50-year-old Nazareth High School 
in Flatbush, citing declining enrollment and fi nancial trouble. Ter-
ence Fraser, a senior (above), lamented the school’s closure.  
 Photos by Paul Martinka

Nazareth’s Lady Kingsmen are nationally ranked, and its boys team 
is undefeated. Photo by An Rong Xu
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BY ELI ROSENBERG 
A hate-fi lled van-

dal scrawled anti-
Muslim graffi ti on 
a Beverly Road busi-
ness in Kensington 
over the weekend, 
stoking fears that 
the usually diverse 
neighborhood would 
explode in race-fu-
eled retaliation.

“We don’t want 
religious confl ict 
around here,” said 
Mamun Ur Rashid, 
the owner of TDS 
Insurance, where some-
one wrote “Allah is s---,” 
in black marker. “This is 
something that’s bringing 
up very upsetting emo-
tions.”

Police from the 66th 
Precinct say the vandal-
ism is being investigated 
as a potential bias crime — 
a rarity in Kensington, res-
idents say — but would not 
say if they had any leads.

“I’ve never seen any-
thing like this,” said Ba-
zlur Hazari, owner of the 
Desh Bangla Grocery next 
door to where the graffi ti 
was found. 

Yet some thought the 
anti-Muslim attack was 
in retaliation to a spate 
of anti-Semitic crimes in 
Midwood, where  swastikas 
were found painted on resi-
dential homes . 

“This could be tit for 
tat,” said Abu Chowdury, 
a manager at TDS Insur-

ance. “But we just want to 
stop it in the community.” 

More than 40 people 
gathered in the swirling 
snow last Wednesday for a 
candlelight vigil decrying 
the incident — a multi-faith 
show of solidarity orga-
nized by councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Park Slope).

“An attack against any 
of our neighbors is an at-
tack against all of us,” said 
Alan Dubrow, a Kensing-
ton resident and chairman 
of Community Board 12. 
“Diversity is what makes 
this community and our 
country a great place to 
live in. We will not toler-
ate this type of behavior 
to permeate throughout 
our community.”

Anti-muslim attacks 
made up about 11 per-
cent of the religious bias 
crimes that occurred 
statewide in 2010, accord-
ing to federal statistics. 

BY DANIEL BUSH
Plumb Beach is about 

to get boatloads of what it 
desperately needs — more 
sand. 

The Army Corps of En-
gineers will transport tons 
of sand from miles away 
to Plumb Beach to fortify 
the eroding shoreline and 
save the Belt Parkway from 
falling into the sea under 
a long-sought deal ham-
mered out between the feds 
and the city’s Parks Depart-
ment, Councilman Lew Fi-
dler (D–Marine Park) told 
members of the Sheepshead 
Bay Plumb Beach Civic As-
sociation last week.

“We’re fi nally going to 
get the Plumb Beach project 
done once and for all,” Fi-
dler said.

The Corps and city will 
spend a combined $4.5 
million to bulk up Plumb 
Beach — which has eroded 
to a narrow strip of earth 
— back to its 40-foot width. 
Sand for the project will be 
dredged from the Ambrose 
and Rockaway Inlet chan-
nels, Fidler explained.

The Corps will also 
bookend the new beach 
with stone jetties to pre-
vent currents from eating 
away sections of the Belt 
Parkway, and restore a wa-
terfront bike path that had 
been destroyed by Posei-
don’s wrath.

Plumb Beach residents 
were quick to applaud the 

much-anticipated agree-
ment.

“This is going to save the 
Belt Parkway,” said Cliff 
Bruckenstein. “It’s about 
time they did this.”

But others said the proj-
ect should have included ex-
tra funding  to dredge Sheep-
shead Bay , where sandbars 
strand boats at low tide. The 
sand used to rebuild Plumb 
Beach could have easily been 
taken from Sheepshead Bay, 
which is just a few hundred 
feet away, critics claim.

“It would be a much bet-
ter plan if they just did the 

dredging in one shot,” said 
Richard Arneman, a mem-
ber of the Bay Improvement 
Group.

The Corps had deposited 
sand on Plumb Beach in 
1992, after a massive storm 
swept most of the coast-
line away. But, over the 
years, the currents shifted 
the sand to the marshes in 
nearby Gateway National 
Recreation Area.

A second devastating 
storm in 2009 stripped away 
what was left of the beach 
and undermined the Belt 
Parkway, forcing the Corps 

to place sandbags along the 
shoreline. 

Engineers expected that 
the sandbags would protect 
the beach and the high-
way for fi ve years while a 
permanent fi x was found, 
but residents complained 
that the stop-gap measure 
wasn’t enough, prompting 
the Corps to draft up a long-
term solution. 

Fidler said the agree-
ment between the Corps 
and city will be signed by 
the end of February. The 
project, he said, will start 
in the spring.

BY COLIN MIXSON
The brother of Noah Fox-

man wants the hit-and-run 
driver who mowed his older 
sibling down on Jan. 26 to 
turn himself in — and give 
Foxman’s three grieving 
children some much-needed 
closure.

“We’re not seeking re-
venge,” Schmule Foxman 
explained as he and his ne-
ice, Pessy Greenwald, joined 
Councilman David Green-
fi eld (D–Borough Park) in 
offering a $2,500 reward for 
any information leading to 

the hit-and-run driver’s cap-
ture. “Rather, we’re asking 
that the driver do the moral 
and correct thing by taking 
responsibility for his or her 
actions. [My brother’s death] 
is something that, every min-
ute of the day since that time, 
I’ve been thinking about. It 
will stay with me for the rest 
of my life.”

Greenwald said little 
throughout the gathering at 
the corner of Coney Island 
Avenue and Avenue K — 
where Foxman was killed 
— sparing only a few words 

about her deceased father.
“I miss his presence,” she 

said.
Foxman was crossing Co-

ney Island Avenue at 10:12 
pm, when  a passing van 
clipped him  — knocking 
him onto the pavement. Wit-
nesses said Foxman wasn’t 
seriously injured and was 
alert and conscious when 
a second vehicle, described 
as a light-colored sedan, hit 
Foxman as he lay on the 
ground.

Paramedics rushed Fox-
man to Coney Island Hospi-

tal, where he succumbed to 
his injuries.

No criminal charges were 
fi led against the van driver, 
who pulled over to lend assis-
tance following the fi rst acci-
dent. The driver of the sedan 
never stopped and is still at 
large, police said.

Bob Moskowitz, coor-
dinator of the Flatbush 
Shomrim Patrol, hopes that 
someone caught the sedan 
on video as it charged down 
Coney Island Avenue.

“If you’re a store owner 
on Coney Island Avenue 

anywhere from Avenue H 
all the way down to Kings 
Highway from 10 to 10:20 
pm, please check your sur-
veillance cameras,” he said. 
“If there’s something there 
that you think can help us, 
give it to us. It’s very, very 
important.”

The $2,500 reward is in 
addition to the $2,000 being 
offered by NYPD. 

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding the Jan. 26 
hit-and-run is asked to call 
(800) 577-8477. All calls will 
be kept confi dential. 

Beleaguered Plumb Beach to get sand-fi lled makeover

Victim’s family offers reward for hit-and-run driver 

Salvation by the sea Hate comes to 
Kensington

The Army Corps of Engineers put sandbags down on Plumb Beach thinking that it would keep the sand 
from washing away — it didn’t. File photo

Schumle Foxman is offering 
$2,500 to anyone with informa-
tion of the driver who killed his 
brother in a brutal hit-and-run. 
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Vandals defaced this Bangladeshi-
owned business on Beverly Road 
with the hateful tag, “Allah is s---,” 
last weekend.  CNG / Eli Rosenberg
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BLOW OUT SALE
Everyday Storewide saving from floor to wall

1 New accounts and new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. New money is defined as money not 
currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. The APY is effective January 3, 2012. The annual percentage yield (APY) for BestRate Checking is 1.11% and will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90-day period the rate will revert to standard 
pricing and rate may change at any time without notice. You must maintain a daily balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield and to avoid the monthly maintenance fee of $10. A daily balance below $5,000 will be assessed a lower Annual 
Percentage Yield. Fees may reduce earnings. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details and information about these offers. 2 New accounts and new money only. The APY is effective January 3, 2012. Annual percentage yield (APY) assumes principle 
and interest remain on deposit until maturity. A withdrawal of interest will reduce earnings. The interest rate will be fixed for the term of the account unless the Bump-Up option is exercised. If exercised the interest rate will be adjusted accordingly and remain fixed for the 
remaining term of the account. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. 3 New checking account with new money only. Existing 
checking account customers are not eligible. This offer is limited to one checking account per household. Minimum deposit required to open a new checking account is $100. Debit Card Purchases – You will receive $75 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. Each 
debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Online Banking Bill-payments OR Direct Deposit – You will receive $75 for completing 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal OR signing up for and receiving a recurring direct deposit of $250 
or more. Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Tax refunds do not qualify as direct deposits. Online Bill-payments, Debit Card Purchases and Direct Deposits must be completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT ANY CUSTOMER 
CAN RECEIVE IS $150. The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days after the account is opened. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. 
Speak with a branch representative for further details.

Flushing Bank is a trade name of Flushing Savings Bank, FSB. Member FDIC

1.11%
APY1  

On balances of $5,000 or more. 

BestRate Checking

1.30%
APY2  

$5,000 minimum deposit 

30-Month Bump-Up CD

We’re celebrating our newest branch opening in Borough Park with great rates at all our  
locations. Plus, open a new BestRate or Totally Free Checking account and get up to $1503.   
Visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or go to www.FlushingBank.com.

Great rates for the New Year.

FREE WIFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 
718-692-1515

2256 Hendrickson Street 

(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: 
thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

REPAIRED 
PAINLESSLY
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BY DAN MACLEOD
The trial against state 

Sen. Marty Golden’s nephew 
— who is accused of vi-
ciously assaulting a cop in a 
boozy Bay Ridge bar brawl 
in 2010 — starts this week, 
but attorneys say a jury 
may not render a verdict on 
the grueling, witness-heavy 
case until mid-March.

“We will defi nitely be 
doing battle over the next 
month,” said attorney Ar-
thur Aidala, who is rep-
resenting Daniel Golden. 
“There are a lot of wit-
nesses and a very profes-
sional career prosecutor [is 
handling the case].”

Daniel Golden, three of 
his cousins, and another 
friend were all arrested for 
participating in the April 
10, 2010 brawl, but they will 
be tried in separate court-
rooms.

Aidala would not com-
ment on his defense strat-
egy, claiming that he is still 
preparing it. The jury was 
being fi nalized on Tuesday, 
he said. 

“[The prosecutor is] still 
turning evidence over to 
us,” Aidala explained. “I’ll 
be up writing my opening 
statement until [the morn-
ing of trial].”

Brooklyn District Attor-
ney Charles Hynes refused 

to touch the case, handing 
it over to a Queens spe-
cial prosecutor. State Sen. 
Golden (R–Bay Ridge) was 
not involved in the fi ght, 
but the fact that the defen-
dant is related to a borough 
legislator created a confl ict 

of interest, a Hynes spokes-
man said.

Prosecutors allege that 
Daniel Golden and his 
cousins, Kevin Crowley, 
Michael Crowley and John 
DeCarlo, with Peter Jung, 
who is unrelated,  got into a 

ferocious 2:40 am brawl at 
the Kettle Black  on Third 
Avenue. 

Witnesses told investiga-
tors that DeCarlo allegedly 
punched an off-duty cop 
during an argument inside 
the bar, prompting off-duty 
fi refi ghter Rosario Cicero 
and off-duty Port Authority 
Police Offi cer Ryan McCa-
rthy to jump to the offi cer’s 
defense. 

Golden backed DeCarlo 
as bouncers threw every-
one out of the bar.

Once outside, McCarthy 
tried to jot down one of the 
suspect’s license plate num-
bers, but DeCarlo, himself 
the son of an NYPD detec-
tive, attacked him, even 
though the Port Authority 
offi cer had his police shield 
out, offi cials said.

“I don’t give a f----,” De-
Carlo screamed as he and 
Golden allegedly pounded 
on McCarthy, leaving him 
with a broken jaw. 

DeCarlo and Golden 
were arrested for assault, 
while Jung and Kevin 
Crowley were charged with 
menacing.

A week after the Kettle 
Black brawl, Gentile put 
out a press release claiming 
that he “teamed up with the 
NYPD to ramp up police ef-
forts at late-night hot spots 
over the weekend” and — in 
an obvious swipe at the law-
and-order Golden — called 
such bar fi ghts “unaccept-
able.” 

Daniel Golden, two relatives, and a friend were all arrested following a bloody brawl at the Kettle Black 
bar in Bay Ridge. File photo by Peter Milo

The nephew of state Sen. Marty 
Golden (above) is accused of 
assault.  File photo by Tom Callan

Golden’s nephew goes to trial for assault
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BY DANIEL BUSH
Brooklyn’s finest Boy 

Scouts faced off in the 
borough’s annual Klond-
ike Derby in Coney Island 
on Feb. 13, going toe-to-toe 
in a range of skill chal-
lenges, team building ex-
ercises, and survival con-
tests that showcased their 
wilderness know-how.

The teenaged out-
doorsmen squared off in 
a knot-tying competition, 
practiced their first aid 
skills, and pulled the Der-
by’s signature homemade 
wooden sleds over the 
rough terrain of Coney Is-
land Beach in a grueling 
150-yard dash.

Cub Scouts aged 5 to 
11-years-old also got in 
on the fun by squaring 
off in a harpoon-throw-
ing contest, team relay 
and other activities. The 
Derby drew more than 100 
participants from across 
the borough, said Klond-
ike Derby Chairman Kent 
Woo.

“The Derby is a day 
where the [Scouts] got to 
put their skills on dis-

play,” Woo said. “The 
kids really enjoyed them-
selves.”

And in a heart-warm-
ing twist, weather con-
ditions for the normally 
frigid February show-
down were unseasonably 
mild.

“It wasn’t too cold,” 
said Melodie DePaola, an 

event organizer. “A fun 
time was had by all.”

During the rest of 
the year, the borough’s 
Boy Scout and Cub Scout 
packs pitch in to cleanup 
open spaces such as Plumb 
Beach and Marine Park, 
and participate in the 
classic Pinewood Derby 
each spring.

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS!: Boy scouts celebrate victory following 
this year’s Klondike Derby in Coney Island. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Klondike Derby showdown

Injured In An Accident?
We’re On Your Side.

Attorneys At Law
PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS

718-332-7766
1662 Sheepshead Bay Road

Brooklyn, NY 11235
Home & Hospital Visits

EATON & TORRENZANO

YOU ARE ENTITLED TO SEEK COMPENSATION 
FOR YOUR INJURIES AND YOUR LOSSES

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

Trust a legal team 
with the experience 

and expertise 
to get you the 

maximum settlement 
for your pain and 

suffering

“B4” & “B5” Buses and “B” & “Q” Trains on corner                Lic. N.Y. & N.J.

NO FEE UNLESS WE ARE SUCCESSFUL

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838 718-646-4659

NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.    
     That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.
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BY DAN MACLEOD
The city caved to the demands 

of a Bensonhurst developer who 
refused to provide the required 
number of parking spaces for his 
new medical building — a nine-
story building that infuriated 
neighbors say will create a traf-
fi c and parking nightmare on Bay 
Parkway.

The Board of Standards and 
Appeals gave developer Mark 
Caller the go ahead to fi nish his 
Calko Medical Center between 
60th and 61st streets without 
providing 231 parking spaces — 
the legal number required for 
a building that size — after his 
lawyers produced studies claim-
ing that parking in the neigh-
borhood isn’t as bad as residents 
claim. 

The city ordered Caller to pro-
vide 177 spaces — 61 more park-

ing spots then Caller planned on 
reserving. 

Upset neighbors called the rul-
ing a sham, claiming the city ig-
nored their pleas.

“You may as well be in the So-

viet Union,” said Leo Weinberger, 
an attorney representing neigh-
bors.

But the city claims that it took 
everyone’s concerns into account.

“The applicant did complete 

extensive parking analysis stud-
ies to determine the demand for 
parking in the facility and the 
board was satisfi ed,” said Jeff 
Mulligan, the executive director 
of the board.

 “[We] ultimately required 
more spaces than was requested.” 

The news caps a 10-month 
fi ght between Caller and a group 
of neighbors and civic leaders 
who repeatedly packed Board of 
Standards and Appeals meetings 
in lower Manhattan to sound off 
against the oversized develop-
ment.

According to a parking study 
commissioned by Caller, only 143 
people would need parking spots 
at the center during peak hours.

But neighbors repeatedly lam-
basted the studies, saying that 
they were conducted on days when 
alternate side parking was in ef-
fect, and most people were parked 
in other neighborhoods. 

The debates between devel-
opers and the board resulted in 
a few extra parking spaces each 
time Caller’s team pleaded its 
case.

Board of Standards and Ap-
peals members asked Caller’s 
lawyers to create more parking 
spaces in November after the de-
veloper offered to build 160 spots 
— chiding him for  using up space 
allotted for parking before he was 
allowed to do so .  

“The big corporation did win 
in one respect,” said neighbor 
Ann Cali. 

“But our victory is that we 
won about 65 more spots. It’s bit-
tersweet.”

WINTER RECESS CAMP
For Boys & Girls Ages 4-16

at HOLY ANGELS ACADEMY
74th Street Between 3rd & 4th Ave

-Bay Ridge-

with Extended Days Available 7:30am - 6:00pm

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE

718-745-7776

CITY: HURST MED CENTER 
CAN PULL ITS PARKING

Controversial building OK’d with 54 fewer spots than required by law 

Jackie Santulli of Bensonhurst protested 
outside the Calko Medical Center last Octo-
ber, when the developer wanted to install 116 
parking spots, instead of the 231 required by 
law. Now, the city says 177 spots will be fi ne. 
 File photos by Elizabeth Graham
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BY DAN MACLEOD
An art gallery run out of the bot-

tom fl oor of a 72nd Street home had its 
best show ever last month.

Gallery 364, an off-the-beaten-
path source for Ridge arts fans since 
2007, had a record turnout at its Jan. 
26 show, said owner Georgine Benv-
enuto, a  photographer . 

“The show was dynamite — it was 
the biggest turnout we’ve had so far,” 
Benvenuto said. 

The show featured 60 pieces from 
mainly Brooklyn artists, including 
Doug Schwab, a professor of photogra-
phy at Brooklyn College, who was also 
a judge in the show. 

Benvenuto started the gallery out 
of her 100-year-old home out of “neces-
sity,” because she couldn’t afford to 
rent a space for a gallery, she said.

“We needed an art gallery in Bay 
Ridge and no one seemed to be doing 
it,” she said. “At the time, I couldn’t 
keep my house and also open up a 
business.” 

Hans-Bernd Zimmermann took 
home the prize for best in show with 
his stirring oil painting of a weeping 
woman in Kosovo.

The gallery will host another show 
on Thursday when it shows art created 
by JHS 259’s Fractal Math Club.

Fractal art show at Gallery 364 
(364 72nd St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Bay Ridge) Feb 16. 
at 6:30 pm.

FOR ART’S SAKE: Georgine Benvenuto (above) stands by her photos in her 72nd Street gallery 
— which is also her home while Lisa Scherma (below) keeps artists from starving. 

Got art? Bay Ridge 
house party shows it off 

�����

INCOME TAX PREPARATION

Do any of these sound familiar?
 Unhappy with results of last year’s tax return?

 Current accountant not taking your calls?

 Receiving tax penalty and interest notices?

 Not taking all tax deductions allowed by law?

 Tired of preparing your own tax return?

WE CAN HELP!

DONOFRIO INC.
taxes, accounting & bookkeeping

8519 4th Ave, 2nd Fl, Bklyn 718-921-1818

WITH 
THIS AD

New customers receive $50 DISCOUNT 
on first year’s tax return preparation

FREE ELECTRONIC FILING  
FOR FAST REFUNDS
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sjcny.edu

”

“I take all of  my classes at night and on weekends, 
so I am able to balance my responsibilities 

with school, family and military obligations.
Christopher D., Sergeant First Class, U.S. Army

A new year. A new you.

Whether you’ve decided to pursue a degree in 
Organizational Management or to take General 
Education and Liberal Arts classes, St. Joseph’s College 
makes it easy. We’ve added two convenient new off -
campus locations at Fort Wadsworth and Fort Hamilton. 
Evening and weekend classes benefi t working adults. 
Priority registration for military servicemembers, 
dependents, and DoD employees, all others welcome. 
For more information contact John Keenan, Assistant 
to the Dean for Military Advisement, at 718.940.5731.

BROOKLYN 718.940.5800  LONG ISLAND 631.687.4500

Transforming lives—
one student at a time.

OFF-CAMPUS LOCATIONS AND COURSES*

Fort Wadsworth
204 Molony Drive
Staten Island, NY

Mental Health and 
Crisis Intervention
Computer Science: 
An Overview
Marketing Promotion 
and Advertising

Fort Hamilton
218A Marshall Drive
Brooklyn, NY

Adults in Transition
Training and Development 
Techniques
History of New York: 
State and City

*Register soon, classes begin January 2012.
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Call Today 
917.771.6701

Got Spring Projects?
Call us to get ‘em done in no time!

All Work Guaranteed

Painting - 
Interior & Exterior

Water Damage
Carpentry

Landscaping & 
Tree Cutting
Clean Up's

NO JOB TOO SMALL

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Hot wheels
A fl amer set fi re to a BMW parked on 

Shore Road on Feb. 5.
The victim told cops that he parked his 

fancy ride between by Fort Hamilton High 
School at 4 am. He came outside at 11 am to 
fi nd the inside of his car on fi re.

Cash steal
Thieves stole more than $20,000 in cash 

and jewelry from a Seventh Avenue apart-
ment on Feb. 10.

The victim told cops that she left her 
house between 68th Street and Bay Ridge 
Avenue at 11 am. When she returned 12 
hours later, she found two diamond brace-
lets and $20,000 missing from her dresser.

Rob fresh
A sly thief broke into a Third Avenue 

Subway restaurant on Feb. 8 and stole 
$300.

Owners told cops that employees left 
the shop between Bay Ridge Parkway and 
76th Street at 1:30 am. When they returned 
at 9:30 the next morning, they found the 
surveillance camera disabled and cash 
missing from the safe and register.

Deli devils
Thieves swiped cash — and the reg-

ister — from a Fifth Avenue deli on Feb. 
6.

Owners told cops that they left the 
store between 79th and 80th streets at 
9 pm. When they returned at 12:45 am, 
they found the register, and $3,000, 
missing. 

Wheelie dumb
Rim bandits swiped the wheels and 

tires off of a car parked on 94th Street 
overnight on Feb. 11. 

The victim told cops that he parked 
his Nissan Maxima between Third and 
Fourth avenues at 7:30 pm. When he re-
turned the next day at 2:40 pm, he found 
his car immobilized.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Gamed
Thieves slid through a side window of a 

Bay 32nd Street house on Feb.13 and made 
off with a laptop and video games.

The victim told cops that she left her 
house between Bath and Benson avenues 
at 12:30 pm. When she returned a half hour 
later, she found her electronics missing.

Nerd heist
A thief stole two laptops from a 23rd 

Avenue home on Feb. 8.
The victim told cops that she left her 

house between Bath and Cropsey avenues 
at 9:30 am. When she returned at 10:30, 
she found that someone had broken in 
through her basement window and taken 
her computers.

Cops arrested a suspect later that day.

Big scores
Thieves stole at least $76,000 in jewelry 

and electronics from three homes on Feb. 
7 and Feb. 8, though cops say the crimes 
are likely not linked.

• Creeps stole $24,000 in jewelry and 
electronics from a Bay 31st Street home 
on Feb. 8.

The victim told cops that he left his 
house between Benson Avenue and 86th 
Street at 7:45 am. When he returned at 
1:15 pm, he found his fi rst-fl oor window 
busted, and four luxury watches, a ring, 
necklace, and iPad missing.

• Burglars busted into an 85th Street 
home on Feb. 8 and made off with $29,000 
in jewelry and electronics.

The victim told cops that she left her 
house between Bay Parkway and 21st Av-

enue at 7:15 am. When she returned at 6:20 
that night, she found her necklace, ear-
rings, bracelet, camera, laptop, and DVD 
player missing.

• Perps broke into a 66th Street home 
on Feb. 7, making off with $23,000 in jew-
elry and electronics — and sleeping pills.

The victim told cops that she left her 
house between 16th and 17th avenues at 
8:25 am. When she returned at 3:25 pm, 
she found her electronics, jewelry, and 
Ambien missing.

Cell reception
Two stick-wielding punks held up a 

man for his cellphone on 20th Avenue on 
Feb. 13.

The victim told cops that he was near 
66th Street at 10:10 pm when the thugs ap-
proached him and demanded his phone.

One man grabbed the victim by his 
neck, while the other wielded a stick. 

Once bitten
A shoplifter bit a security guard while 

trying to make his getaway from the Bay 
Parkway Kohl’s on Feb. 7, say police.

Store owners told cops that the man 
was trying to leave the store near Benson-
hurst Park at 9:30 am with clothing and 
jewelry that he had stolen. 

When the guard tried to stop the man, 
he allegedly bit the employee on the fore-
arm. Cops then arrested him.

— Dan MacLeod

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—SEAGATE

Girl abandoned
Someone left a 5-month-old baby girl in a 

W. 33rd Street apartment building on Feb. 9.

The discovery was made on the seventh 
fl oor of the building near Surf Avenue at 
about midnight. Tenants told police that 
they heard an argument in one apartment 
before a loud bang rattled the fl oor. When 
residents went to investigate, they found 
the baby lying on the fl oor next to a vodka 
bottle and a broken cellphone.

The baby was handed over to the city’s 
Administration of Children’s Services 
while investigators continued to look for 
the baby’s parents.

Lighter loot
Two teenage punks armed with a 

lighter allegedly held up another teen on 
an N train on Feb. 6.

The teen told police that he was on the 
train rumbling into the Stillwell Avenue 
station at 3:25 pm when the other teens ap-
proached him and threatened to set his 
bookbag — and face — on fi re if he didn’t 
hand over his property.

The victim said he handed over his 
wallet and MetroCard to the two, who got 
off at the Mermaid Avenue station. Police 
said they arrested two teens 20 minutes 
later. 

Robber bust
Cops have arrested a 19-year-old who 

they say was involved in a Neptune Ave-
nue chain snatching last October.

The suspect and an accomplice alleg-
edly grabbed their victim near W. 32nd 
Street just after midnight on Oct. 23, 
yanking a chain off the man’s neck. The 
suspects also grabbed the cellphone from 
the man’s hand, offi cials said.

Police arrested the 19-year-old on Feb. 
13, charging him with robbery. 

Bad reach
Police arrested a man who they tried to 

steal from a Brighton Fifth Street apart-
ment on Feb. 3.

A resident of the home near Neptune 
Avenue said he saw the thief reach through 
a window at 5 pm and grab a handbag sit-
ting on a table. The victim called police, 
who charged the troublemaker with bur-
glary.

— Thomas Tracy
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Finally, Relief  from Back Pain
           Are you suffering from con-
stant back pain?  Tried drugs, 
physical therapy or chiroprac-
tic without any relief ? Can’t sit, 
stand or walk for long periods 
of  time without aggravating 
your pain?  
       You are not alone.    There 
are thousands of  people like you 
who suffered in pain for years 
until they came to Dr. Alfredo 
N. Lopez del Castillo at The 
Pain Relief  Center (9731 Fourth 
Avenue, 718-966-8120). After 
treatment these patients have 
said,  “You  restored my quality 
of  life.  Now I am pain free after 
years of  suffering.”
      Back pain can be due to many 
causes.  It may be due to whip-
lash, muscle spasm, ligament 
problems, arthritis,  herniated 
disc, bulging disc, or spinal 
stenosis.  However, one of  the 
most common causes of  per-
sistent pain not responding to 
drugs, physical therapy,  or chi-
ropractic is a herniated disc or 
bulging disc.  The disc contains 
a very inflammatory substance 
which leaks out when its wall 
breaks.  This substance causes 

severe inflammation within the 
spinal canal resulting in back or 
neck pain with muscle spasm.   
The inflammation may be asso-
ciated with pain going down the 
legs or pain going through the 
arms and hands. 
       With an epidural injection, 
the inflammation is neutral-

ized.  As a result, the body is 
able to heal, shrink the disc and 
the pain disappears. The tech-
nique of  performing epidurals 
is very important.  Dr. Castillo 
has mastered the art of  doing  
epidurals in a very gentle and 
nearly painless way.  
       If  you are not getting relief  
with your treatments after a 
month or two, then it is time to 
consult with Dr. Castillo.  There  
is no need to continue suffering.  
Dr. Castillo has helped thou-
sands of  people like you.
          Dr. Castillo is a compas-
sionate doctor who takes great 
pride in his kind bedside man-
ner.  He became interested in 
the field of  pain management 
in the 1970s, when as a family 
practitioner in Bay Ridge, he 
met many patients suffering 
from severe neck pain and back 
pain. He referred  them to ortho-
pedic doctors and neurologists, 
yet many of  them continued to 
experience pain.
       Dr. Castillo wanted to help.  
Looking for ways to help these 
patients, he learned that an epi-
dural was a very effective way 

to treat back pain. In order to 
learn and master epidurals, the 
doctor started anesthesiology 
training at Mt. Sinai Hospital in 
New York City.

      He began the practice of  
pain management in 1981 to 
help people suffering from back 
and neck pain.  This pain could 
be due to whiplash, herniated 
discs, sciatica, spinal stenosis, 
or arthritis.  He was a pioneer in 
the field of  pain management.  
         For over 30 years, Dr. Cas-
tillo has safely performed more 
than 20, 000 procedures on pa-
tients and has improved their 
quality of  life.  His reputation 
has become so well known that 
even doctors and their families 
come to him for their neck and 
back pain.
         Dr. Castillo was the first 
pain specialist in Staten Island 
and one of  the first in Brook-
lyn. In 1987, he established and 
directed the Pain Management 
Center at Bayley Seton Hospi-
tal.  At the same time he served 
as Director of  Anesthesiology.  

He was the first pain specialist 
in Staten Island to be Board Cer-
tified in Pain Management by 
both the American Board of  An-
esthesiology and the American 
Board of  Pain Medicine.  
       Because Dr. Castillo wants 
only the very best care for each 
of  his patients, the procedures 
are done in a clean, new pain 
management suite built specifi-
cally for these procedures.  Care 
is of  the highest caliber. The 
doctor has a staff  of  trained 
professionals who have worked 
with him for many years. Most 
insurances including  No fault 
and Workers Compensation in-
surance cover the cost of  the 
procedure.  Complimentary car 
service is provided to patients 
when they have the procedure.  
      People do not have to live with 
pain. “We want to help,” says 
Dr. Castillo. Make an appoint-
ment today. Call 718-966-8120. 
Additional information may be 
found at www.brooklynpain-
reliefcenter.com.

ADVERTISEMENT

If the Democrats and Republicans can’t come to a 
compromise about this redistricting mess, then the 
courts will, a federal judge said this week as she ordered 
that the state’s redistricting process be turned over to a 
court-appointed special master.

Judge Dora Irizarry, citing legislators’ “current state 
of inaction” in redrawing state Senate and Assembly 
lines, made her decision on Monday, claiming that it was 
time for the federal courts to take charge of the situa-
tion.

“No congressional lines have been proposed through 
New York’s legislative process, much less adopted, even 
though the petitioning period is less than six weeks 
away,” Irizarry mentioned in her fi ve-page decision, which 
claimed that “in 1992 and 2002, the New York State Legisla-
ture acted only after there was judicial intervention.”

Irizarry’s ruling was in response to a lawsuit by a 
group of civic leaders who claimed that the redistricting 
process in both the Assembly and the state Senate was 
too partisan to be trusted. 

In Brooklyn, the Republican-led state Senate booted 
state Sen. Eric Adams out of his district, and erased dis-
graced state Sen. Carl Kruger’s district from the map.

Attorneys for the plaintiffs hailed Irizarry’s deci-
sion.

“We are gratifi ed that the court recognized the dan-
ger legislative inaction poses to the fair conduct of New 
York’s elections and is taking steps to protect the voters 

of our state,” the lawyers told the Daily News.
The legislative task force that drew up the redistrict-

ing maps for the state Senate and state Assembly is cur-
rently holding hearings across the state. Gov. Cuomo has 
vowed to veto them if they do not change. 

Twitter rapper arrested for murder
A Carroll Gardens drug dealer and self-professed rap-

per who rhymed and Tweeted about his dirty deeds is 
singing the blues — he has a murder rap hanging over 
his head.

Federal prosecutors have charged Ronald (Ra Diggs) 
Herron with three brutal slayings — including one con-
nected to his raps. Herron would videotape his raps and 
put them on YouTube, making them an online resume of 
his nefarious activities, prosecutors say.

A Brooklyn Federal Court grand jury indicted him 
on Monday for the murders, which prosecutors say 
are connected to his drug enterprise at the Gowanus 
Houses.

“Ronald Herron and his gang terrorized a Brooklyn 
community for more than a decade and he temporarily 
got away with murder by threatening and intimidating 
witnesses only to return to the streets of Brooklyn to kill 
and kill again,” Brooklyn U.S. Attorney Loretta Lynch 
said.

Police Commissioner Ray Kelly also chimed in on 
Herron’s arrest.

“His Tweets were premature,” Kelly said. 
Offi cials from the U.S. Attorney’s offi ce told the Daily 

News that the drug crew Herron was a part of — the 
“Murderous Mad Dog” branch of the Bloods — basically 
ran the Gowanus Houses drug trade.

But cops didn’t have to take Herron into custody when 
the indictment came through on Monday: he was already 
in jail on federal drug charges, offi cials said.  

‘Special’ judge to take on redistricting war

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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BY DANIEL BUSH
Rep. Bob Turner (R-

Sheepshead Bay) is com-
ing to Brooklyn — and he’s 
moving to our old address!

The GOP lawmaker is 
opening a district offi ce next 
month at the same Sheep-
shead Bay Road spot be-
tween Voorhies Avenue and 
Shore Parkway where Cou-
rier Life’s award-winning 
staff reported community 
news for more than 30 years 
before relocating to Down-
town Brooklyn in 2009.

Turner will take over 
part of the fourth fl oor of a 
new fi ve-story tower that re-
placed our one-story build-
ing, which is lovingly re-
membered as “the old Bay 
News building.”

“I am looking forward to 
opening my Brooklyn dis-
trict offi ce to better serve lo-
cal residents,” Turner said, 
not mentioning his new ad-
dress’s storied history.

Turner’s new landlord 

said the offi ce lease ends in 
December, when the legisla-
tor’s current term ends.

“Depending on what 
happens in the next elec-
tion, he’ll be back,” said 
Alex Finkelshteyn.

The Bay News was 
founded as a newsletter for 
families of Brooklyn soldiers 
in World War II. In 1977, the 
paper moved from its origi-
nal offi ce on Flatbush Av-

enue in Midwood to the one-
story bunker-style building 
on Sheepshead Bay Road, 
where it stayed for more 
than three decades before 
relocating to Metrotech. 

Turner opened a Queens 
offi ce in his bi-borough dis-
trict shortly after taking of-
fi ce last September — but it 
took him nearly six months 
to fi nd space in Brooklyn, 
fueling rumors that he 

might not set up shop here.
Delighted Sheepshead 

Bay residents said now 
they’ll have easy access to 
Turner whenever he’s home 
from Washington.

“It’s great that he’ll be 
nearby,” said Tom Scalese, of 
the Sheepshead Bay Plumb 
Beach Civic Association. 
“Once he settles in people 
can go to his offi ce with prob-
lems.”

Turner’s new offi ce will be in building that replaced Bay News

What’s his was ours

1.800.696.2000

PCRICHARD.COM
OR VISIT

66  SHOWROOMS SERVING NY, NJ, CT, PA

L O C AT E
OUR 66
 SHOWROOMS

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR OVER 100 YEARS

UP
TO15% OFF† APPLIANCES

OUR NEW LOW PRICE

SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. OFFER EXPIRES 3/1/12. 10% OFF WHIRLPOOL, KITCHENAID, MAYTAG, FRIGIDAIRE & LG APPLIANCES.

*12 MONTHS ON PURCHASES OF ALL SONY LCD TV’S AND SAMSUNG HDTV’S $799 OR MORE. 24 MONTHS ON SONY LED TV’S 
40” OR LARGER, SAMSUNG LED TV’S 40” OR LARGER, LG LED TV’S 42” OR LARGER, SHARP LED TV’S $799 OR MORE, TOSHIBA 
HDTV’S $799 OR MORE AND SELECT PROJECTION MODEL MITSUBISHI TV’S. 6 MONTHS ON OTHER TV PURCHASES $200 OR 
MORE MADE WITH YOUR P.C. RICHARD & SON CREDIT CARD THROUGH 3/31/12.  SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. 
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.  

24UP
TO

MONTHS SPECIAL FINANCING* ON HDTVs

DISHWASHER RE-INSTALLATION
AFTER MAIL-IN REBATE. OFFER EXPIRES 3/1/12

•

FREE
*18 MONTHS ON PURCHASES OF ALL GE, FRIGIDAIRE E-STAR, WHIRLPOOL, KITCHENAID AND MAYTAG APPLIANCES 
AND ALL LG LAUNDRY AND DISHWASHERS; 6 MONTHS FINANCING ON PURCHASES OF $200 OR MORE MADE WITH 
YOUR P.C. RICHARD & SON CREDIT CARD THROUGH 3/1/12.  SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL.  SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

UP
TO18MONTHS SPECIAL FINANCING* ON  APPLIANCES

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

Quality Wood Floors for Le$$

69¢

Next to Home Depot 
428 Willoughby Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11205

3 Blocks from Kings Plaza 

2373 Flatbush Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234

1-855-883-5667
www.liqwoodationfl oors.com

TODAY’S NEWS: Rep. Bob Turner (left) is opening 
a district offi ce in a new building on Sheepshead 
Bay Road that replaced our old headquarters, 
which featured that cool old-school font.
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• Luxurious Waterfront Suites
• Affordable Pricing
• Five Star Amenities
• Fine Dining
• Personal Care Services –

Waterford Wellness Program
• On-site Physical, Occupational 

& Speech Therapy
Get $500 off each month
for your first three months

& save $1500! • New Inquiries Only    
• Must move in by 2/29/12

FIVE STAR 
SPECIAL

Spring Ahoy!

Spirited Senior Living 
in the company of friends on
Brooklyn's premier waterfront.

Five Star Luxury • First Class Care • Affordably Yours
2900 Bragg Street, Brooklyn, New York 11235 (off Emmons Avenue) 

718-891-8400 •  Fax 718-568-3383 •  admissions@thewaterfordonthebay.com
www.TheWaterfordOnTheBay.com

Call for Your 
Private Tour!
1-866-769-1006

From concierge 
assistance to lavish fine
dining to deluxe rooms

with breathtaking 
views of the bay . . .

ad
lib
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Gung hay fat choy!
A rollicking lion’s dance 

fi red up the festivities at 
Lutheran Medical Center 
where an ordinary weekday 
was turned into an extraor-
dinary one as staff, patients, 
and visitors celebrated the 
Chinese New Year with 
singing, dancing, food, and 
a sweet dose of rituals.

Members of the Brooklyn 
Chinese-American Associa-
tion performed the jolly jig 
symbolizing luck and pros-
perity to usher in the Year 
of the Dragon, handing out 
oranges and red envelopes 
to signify good times ahead. 

Performances by tots 
from the group’s daycare 
program added to the revel, 
but the scene stealer was the 
dedication of a red dragon 
statue created by Phat Lu-
ong and his wife, Lee-How 
Ngo, using the ancient Jap-
anese art of paper folding, 
called origami. The couple, 
which lives at Lutheran’s 
Sunset Gardens residence, 
has previously donated its 
handmade artwork to Lu-
theran’s Brooklyn-Chinese 
Family Health Center. 

The Visiting Nurse Ser-
vice of New York also dis-
tributed information and 
raffl ed off a gift basket.

Revels and rituals for Chinese New Year

Lutheran rings in 
‘Year of Dragon’

(Above) These pint-sized performers have a blast as they usher 
in the Year of the Dragon in the lobby of Lutheran Medical Center, 
while (below) a jolly lion does at dance. (Bottom) Lutheran staff-
ers (from left) Ames Cheung, Jonell Lei, and Vivianne Cardillo get 
ready to dig into some delicacies. Photos by Elizabeth Graham
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All Showrooms Open 7 Days!
Full Financing with

G E
Capital Solutions

FREE In Home
Estimates

We 

Are The

Commercial

Condo / Co-Op

Experts!
NO

SALES

TAX!

ROOFING Timberline
30 Year

Architecturalwith SureNail Technology

BASEMENT
WINDOWS

COUPON

MADE UP TO 32 X 18
Y INSTALLED

LLYFU
WELDED!

194 

NO
TAX!

$
$149

$169$179
No Min. Req.

NOW
•

549

GARAGE
DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or 
Carriage Style

$799

COUPONFULLY WELDED! FULLY INSTALLED!

179$
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2” Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Molding

SOLID VINYL WITH ALL CLEAR BIRCH FRAMING

ADD $200 FOR
CONTOURED ROOF

BAY WINDOWS
1799

1499
$

$
FULLY INSTALLED

UP TO 6 FT. X 4 FT.

CUSTOM SIZED

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•16 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt 899$ $ $999 1049$1199

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!

STEEL DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$995

Energy Star Windows
SUPER
SAVER

TOP
UALITY!

Custom Sizes
 Available!

329
NOW

STORM DOORS

36 x 80
Custom Hinges

Tempered Glass
Screen

Custom Hardware

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$ NO TAX!

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

429 $359

• Full Caulking
• Full capping in any color

• New Stop Molding
• Removal of all Garbage

Fully Installed Including:

TRIPLE GLASS
LDED WINDOWS

Now

COUPON

COUPON

$
$ 16991999

BOW W WINDO
CUSTOM MADE

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96’ x 45’

S

4295

2495
3695
1995

SUPER SAVER!

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

CUSTOM
FULL

BASEMENT SLIDERSBASEMENT SLIDERS

Q

COUPON

T! T!

FEBRUARY BLOWOUT SPECIAL!
Sign & Save by February 29th, have work done when you want

Doors

5% off

•Foil Backed Insulation Board
Premium .044 Gauge and
Thicker Center Locking Panels.

•Various Lengths/ All Makes
•100's Colors and Styles

SIDINGI
Fully Installed Including:

®

CertainTeed

 On America's HomesFirst On America's HomesFirst CERTAINTEED

CONTRACTOR

TM

Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!

FEBRUARY SIGN AND SAVE!
20% OFF ALL SIDING

SIGN BY FEB. 29th
HAVE WORK DONE WHEN YOU WANT!

BASED ON $3.00 PER SQ FT

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!FEBRUARY

ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

SIGN BY
FEB. 29th

HAVE WORK 
DONE WHEN
YOU WANT!

NEW 
ORDERS

ONLY

NOW

Owens Corning AttiCat®System
Save up to 20% 

on your heating & 
cooling energy bills* 

for as low as

$1399
$1999

Attic Insulation

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

•GLASS AND SCREEN

NOW
$$ 549699

STEEL SECURITY DOOR

NO TAX!

FULLY INSTALLED!

•CUSTOM MADE TO SIZE
•REAL STEEL CONSTRUCTION
•MORTISED DEAD BOLT AND
DOOR KNOB

COUPON

10 Colors Optional

Includes:

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

WE

Entire House 1150 Sq. Ft.
Complete Rip With
Removal Of Debris

Tar Paper & Shingle
Layover 1150 Sq. Ft. Installed

s

TOP QUALITY STEEL
REINFORCED &

FULLY INSTALLED 5ft.

TL

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

279$
Now

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

BBB Memeber Metro NY Long Island. Some items not available in all areas. As of 11/01/05 $25 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Westchester Lic#WC-22934-H10 • Yonkers Lic#5208 • Putnam County Home Improvement Lic#PC5709 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279

Oakridge Pro
30 year Architectural

Duration TruDefinition™

HUNTINGTON
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772www.uwds.com
BRONX

N. WHITE PLAINS
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD

BK
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 Once you make a decision to do some work on your home, the next step is to call in some contractors for 
estimates and ideas. Most homeowners don’t think they need to have their wits about them until the 
salesperson is sitting in front of them. That’s a big mistake. So what is the right way to go about this often 
overwhelming process? How do you know if you’ve let the right contractor into your home? Here are a few 
tips to help make your home improvement projects as successful and worthwhile as possible.

 Before you call anyone in for an estimate, there are some very important decisions to make. Are you the 
type of person who wants to deal with an established reputable company with a place of business (which will 
cost a little bit more money), or are you the type of person who wants to be your own general contractor and 
hire someone that works out of his truck or home (which should be less expensive)? There are numerous 
different types of contractors out there, but only one is right for you.

 The truth is, you should only be comparing apples with apples. If you call in the largest construction 
company you can think of, a mid-sized local establishment, and your cousin’s friend Johnny, you haven’t 
accomplished anything. You’re pricing three different quality products and three different levels of service. 
Remember, a guarantee is only as good as the company that issues it. Just because something is cheaper 
doesn’t necessarily mean it’s the better deal.

 If you know your cousin’s friend is not what you want because you don’t want to deal with a pickup truck 
contractor, and the high prices of the national chains leave you questioning if the product is really worth the 
price, you should be calling in three local, established companies. Not only do you get an accredited company 
you can trust, but their prices will be much more reasonable. You can really compare prices and products on 
a level playing field. These midsized companies can be found in local papers, local television commercials, 
radio station ads, or by word of mouth. Just be sure to visit the company’s showrooms. With a little bit of 
deception, many pickup truck contractors can seem like a midsized company.

 Once you’ve found your local companies, make sure you get all the quotes in writing so that you can refer 
back to the estimate if you have any disagreements when the work is being done. It is also a good idea to 
check with your local Better Business Bureau and Consumer Affairs. They will not only tell you if the 
contractor has a lot of complaints, but will tell you how long they have been in business under that company 
name. Lastly, when dealing with salespeople, the best piece of advice is always “trust your instincts.”

            

Written by: Steven J DiMare
                   Chief Executive Officer 
                   Unified Window Systems, Inc.

Westchester LLC.
Window Systems Inc.

299 Peninsula Blvd. Hempstead Village, NY 11550
Windows • Doors • Siding • Roofing 

NYC LIC#0856560
Nassau LIC#176165000
Suffolk LIC#19279
Westchester LIC#WC22934H10
Yonkers LIC#5208      

UNIFIED
www.unifiedwindows.com

All Showrooms open 7 days or call (888)631-2131 for a Free in Home Estimate in the Tri-state area

Shopping For a Contractor
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chief of staff, Ingrid Martin, who sent an 
email to a circle of supporters this week 
appealing for contributions for his cur-
rently penniless Beep campaign fund in 
advance of a March 8 fundraiser.

“The road to Borough Hall is long and 
can be rocky, but with your continued sup-
port we [can] set a smooth course,” Martin 
said.

The three-term lawmaker would be 
Brooklyn’s fi rst African American bor-
ough president — potentially giving him a 
big boost from black voters.

But Adams — a retired cop and found-
ing member of 100 Blacks in Law Enforce-
ment Who Care, and who is perhaps best 
known for his controversial  “Stop the Sag” 
campaign  to get kids to hike up their pants 
— has no cash on hand and his opponent 
has deep pockets.

Carlo Scissura, a special adviser and 
former chief of staff to Borough President 
Markowitz,  reported raising $127,000 in 
his fi rst 100 days  as a candidate — the fast-
est of any Brooklyn Borough Hall hopeful 
in history, according to the Campaign Fi-
nance Board.

“Let’s see who raises the money [to be 
competitive],” Scissura said. “It’s early 

and 2013 is a long ways off.”
Scissura said he would ease overcrowd-

ing in schools, bring manufacturing jobs 
back to the borough and  expand ferry ser-
vice to Southern Brooklyn , among other 
initiatives.

Adams was short on specifi cs, saying 
he’s still focused on getting reelected as a 
state Senator this fall in an election that 
became more interesting after Senate Re-
publicans proposed maps for new legisla-
tive districts that  would cut Adams out 
of his Crown Heights-to-Sunset Park dis-
trict . Adams said he would move into the 
new district if necessary, but expects the 
proposal won’t be approved.

City campaign fi nance offi cials say Ad-
ams can open a fundraising committee for 
the state Senate race and for the borough 
president race simultaneously — and if he 
loses the primary for Beep he can fall back 
on his old Albany seat, so long as he wins 
this fall.

Besides Adams and Scissura, several 
others are rumored to be eyeing a run to 
replace Markowitz, who’s term-limited out 
of offi ce in 2013, including state Sen. Dan-
iel Squadron (D–Brooklyn Heights), As-
semblyman Nick Perry (D–Flatbush) and 
City Councilmembers Dominic Recchia 
(D–Coney Island) and Letitia James (D-
Fort Greene).

— with Aaron Short

“Every Friday and Sat-
urday we have to clean up 
broken glass and vomit,” 
said Lenny Variano, who 
lives a block away on 84th 
Street. “It’s disgusting.”

Merchants and civic 
leaders want to install a 
 car-free zone  on Third Av-
enue between 81st and 89th 
streets on four Fridays in 
July and August, but neigh-
bors said that the proposed 
“Summer Stroll,” which 
would include live music 
and entertainment, would 
simply ramp up the num-
ber of area revelers that 
already smash bottles and 

urinate on their property 
after spending the night 
partying on the strip.

But organizers defended 
the plan to shut down car 
traffi c from 6 to 10:30 pm, 
claiming it would attract 
an upscale crowd more in-
terested in enjoying fi ne 
music than getting loaded. 

“If you want to give the 
streets over to the drunks, 
ignore this proposal,” said 
Merchants of Third Av-
enue member Chuck Otey. 
“Turn this down and you’re 
saying, ‘screw the arts.’ ”

The controversial plan 
is a scaled-down version of a 
similar one that was rejected 
by business owners last year.

Now, the piazza will 
be smaller and cops will 

act as crossing guards as 
traffi c fl ows along the side 
streets. Visitors will be 
able to drink and dine on 
the street, but the sale of 
alcohol will be limited to 
Third Avenue merchants.

“Rowdy teenagers are 
not going to want to stand 
around and listen to a 
string quartet,” said Bina 
Valenzano, an organizer 
of the program and owner 
of the Book Mark Shoppe 
between 84th and 85th 
streets. “If it’s boring, they 
are going to leave.”

The plan, which was ap-
proved CB10’s Traffi c and 
Transportation Commit-
tee on Tuesday night, is 
pending the full board’s ap-
proval later this month.

Continued from cover

Plaza

We Gave Out $35 MILLION
In Loans Last Year!

Proudly Serving Brooklyn For Over 75 Years!

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809

Open Sat. 9-1pm
www.brfcu.org

NEED
CASH?

You Can Borrow $5,000 For As Little As $150 Per Month

CALL NOW !!!

Sean Casey Animal Rescue, Love Wanted, In Our Hands Rescue  
& North Shore Animal League America

ONE LOVE ANIMAL HOSP.  317 Atlantic Ave 
Brooklyn, NY THURS FEB 16  12PM - 5PM

REGAL THEATER  108 Court St 
Brooklyn, NY SAT FEB 18  12PM - 6PM

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
9020 3rd Ave (Corner 91st Street & 3rd Ave) 
Brooklyn, NY  SAT FEB 18  11AM - 4PM

DYKER HGHTS DOG PARK  86th St &  
7th Ave Brooklyn, NY  SAT FEB 18  12PM - 5PM

AnimalLeague.org
1.877.4.SAVE.PET

Like us on

facebook.com/TheAnimalLeague

S C A i l R L W t d I O H d RS C A i l R L W t d I O H d R
ADOPT A MUTT-I-GREE®

Home of the Mutt-i-gree®

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Continued from cover

Adams

Smart Shoppers
Shop local at

www.BoroDeal.com
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WE ACCEPT MEDICARE, MEDICAID AND ALL MAJOR INSURANCES

WWW.BORBASSUPPLY.COM
COMPLETE LINE OF SURGICAL, MEDICAL, AND RESPIRATORY EQUIPMENT

AMBULATORY AIDS /
HOSPITAL BEDS /
AIR & GEL MATTRESSES

ASK US how your insurance can cover all your medical and incontinence products
Pick up prescriptions & medicine delivery in Five Boroughs DAILY at no extra charge
Ask your doctor to prescribe medical equipment and incontinence products (liners, diapers, etc.), and call us with your order!

BATHROOM
SAFETY

RESPIRATORY CARE / 
DIABETIC SUPPLY:

PAIN MANAGEMENT:

to place an order call: 888.233.9039

ATTENTION
ALL

POWER MOBILITY 
USERS!

BORBAS PHARMACY 
REPAIRS MOBILITY AIDS IN 

ALL BOROUGHS OF NYC!
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To the editor,
Joanna DelBuono, you are banging 

your head against the wall (“Tenure 
Schmenur, something’s gotta give,” Not 
for Nuthin’, Feb. 8).

Nothing will change. The U.F.T. de-
fends it’s “fl unking teachers” to the hilt. 
They claim teachers are a powerful vot-
ing block. I disagree. Most teachers do 
not leave their school, then go to another 
school to vote. The union has every City 
Council politician in its hip pocket. It 
says jump and the council says, how 
high? 

I do not believe in merit pay. Teachers, 
good or bad, are paid the same good sal-
ary. That has to change. Get rid of the bad 
teachers. 

When I went to school, teachers 
dressed properly, no T-shirts, no dunga-
rees, no ponytails down their backside. 
Teachers accumulated their sick days. 
Most young teachers now abuse their 
privilege. 

Pope John XXIII often said, “Teach-
ing is the noblest of professions.” Let us 
support Mayor Bloomberg in this effort 
and bring back the respect the profession 
once had. 

Keep up your great writing. Maybe 
someday, lightning will strike. 
 Ugo Rosiello
 Mill Basin

• • •
To the editor,

DelBuono’s column rehashes all the 
negative comments clueless non-educators 
have been saying for years. She makes a 
short token comment about “all the de-
serving hardworking teachers out there,” 
but follows it with more teacher bashing, 
complaining that teachers are “whining.” 
She obviously has never spent time in a 
classroom attempting to teach unfocused, 
disinterested students the basic skills. 
Try it sometime, Joanna. You might fi nd 
yourself “whining” before too long. 

No decent teacher who is dedicated to 
the students, wants an incompetent per-
son teaching them. Let’s give the good 
teachers the credit for having the com-
mon sense to want their profession and 
their students’ education to be of the 
highest caliber. 

To side with the mayor and the gover-
nor is to put herself in the company of two 
insensitive politicians who also never 
spent a day teaching in the classroom. 
Don’t let parents off so easily. A teacher 
has a child for a relatively short period of 
time. If that child does not receive paren-
tal support, much of the skills and mate-
rial taught in the classroom falls by the 
wayside. 

How about highlighting the achieve-
ments of teachers who have succeeded 
in fulfi lling their education goals? It’s 
too easy to follow others in the media 
who like to jump on the anti-union, anti-
teacher bandwagon. Next time think be-
fore you write. 
 Joan Muscianisi
 Old Mill Basin

• • •
To the editor:

I taught in elementary school for 35 
years with consistently excellent ratings, 
am a member of Phi Beta Kappa, and am 
a nationally board certifi ed teacher. I feel 
eminently qualifi ed to answer Joanna 
DelBuono’s column. 

Where did she get the idea that teach-
ers work for six-and-a-half hours a day, 
and that’s it? I fi rst got home and worked 
for an additional three to four hours on 
the next day’s lesson plans. During all 
those so-called vacation days, I read up 
on the latest education trends, and at-
tended mandatory classes to improve my 
skills. I was certainly not alone in these 
additional work hours.

Most teachers are dedicated, caring 
professionals, and I am tired of people 
like you calling us whiners. You seem to 
love using hackneyed phrases, so here’s 
one for your collection: Until you walk a 
mile in my shoes, don’t judge me.” Until 
you have to deal with disinterested par-
ents, who deliberately give you a non-
working telephone number so you don’t 
bother them with details about their chil-
dren, don’t judge us. Until you deal with 
the disrespect on the part of the children, 
which is encouraged by the parents’ at-
titude that their child can do no wrong, 
don’t judge us. Until you have to deal with 
an administration which in many cases 
is unprepared to administer, don’t judge 
us. And until you are prepared to teach 
nothing but test-taking skills, which is 

mandated by today’s culture of “testing 
instead of creativity in teaching,” don’t 
judge us. 

Learning used to be fun, and that’s 
what you remember from your child-
hood. That’s not the way it is allowed to 
be today. Making a blanket statement 
like “teachers are providing sub-par 
educations,” is inane. Yes, there are bad 
teachers and they deserve to be fi red 
when justifi ed, tenured or not. There are 
bad people in every profession, but don’t 
denigrate the huge majority of teachers 
who do their very best under the worst of 
circumstances.
 Harriet Litvack
 Canarsie

• • •
To the editor,

You are one of many who have fallen 
for Mayor Bloomberg’s New York City 
school system. The disaster of our schools 
under this mayor is worse than Gen. 
Sherman’s destructive march through-
out Georgia during the Civil War.

Please obtain a license and start teach-
ing in one of our many “Schools Under 
Registration Review.” Enjoy the pleasure 
of being cursed at, desks fl ying, urina-
tion and defecation in the radiators and 
stairwells, the constant fi ghting, disrup-
tive children who are terribly misplaced, 
parents who refuse to sign for special 
education placement, uncaring and in-
ept administrators, and parents who 
will fi ght you at every step of the way. 
You have fallen under the spell of Mayor 
Bloomberg’s attempt to destroy the U.F.T. 
Without tenure, teachers would be at the 
mercy of some vicious principals. During 
my 33 years in the public school system, 
I taught in a school where the new prin-
cipal announced that she would drive 
every Jewish teacher out from the build-
ing. She eventually did and no one did a 
thing about it. If a principal disagrees 
with a teacher’s pedagogical philoso-
phy, that principal will seek to drive the 
teacher out. Tenure is not a lifetime guar-
antee. Tenured teachers may be removed 
through the 320-A process.

The media doesn’t complain about 
the need for 600 schools, excessed teach-
ers being used as substitutes, outrageous 
class sizes, principals from the Leader-
ship Academy who never taught, but are 
rating teachers.

I taught in District 17 for 19 years be-
fore transferring to District 21 in 1988. I 
was there until my retirement in 2001. 
Were you aware that for many years 
there were never any vacancies in Dis-
tricts 21 and 22? This was reported on the 

offi cial U.F.T. transfer list. This fi nally 
had to stop when transferring to main-
tain racial balance came in. Despite the 
fact that Districts 21 and 22 refused to 
list their vacancies, there were such va-
cancies as retiring teachers were being 
honored by the districts each June. Now, 
with U.F.T. seniority transfer a thing of 
the past, thanks to Bloomberg, we have 
the same favoritism, nepotism, cronyism 
again.

Let’s report the other side of educa-
tion. Let’s tell the truth about what is go-
ing on. Let’s discuss the double standard 
that exists among supervisors and teach-
ers. Why have the last several chancellors 
needed waivers to secure their positions? 
A teacher doesn’t have this luxury.
 Ed Greenspan
 Sheepshead Bay

• • •
To the editor,

Your column had many inaccuracies. 
The most glaring one referred to the “av-
erage days worked in a year for educators 
being 180. And, the fact that it’s not even 
a full eight-hour day. With lunch, study, 
and break periods, the average teacher 
teaches about a six and one-half hour 
day.”  

Let me set you straight. Ten years 
ago, my son, who was living with me 
at the time, became a teacher. He came 
home from school after teaching, went 
into his room, and I did not see him 
re-appear until at least 8 pm. Unfortu-
nately, most people don’t see what goes 
on behind the scenes, including lesson 
planning, test grading, researching 
ways to make the lesson more interest-
ing, and checking homework. So, when 
teachers leave the building after their 
“six and one-half hour day,” they go 
home and do at least another four hours 
of preparation. 

In your mea culpa to all the deserving, 
hardworking teachers out there, you still 
state that “you are amply compensated 
so stop whining.” Bad comment! Teach-
ers who used to have respect from fami-
lies of students, because of comments 
like yours, no longer gain that respect. 
I do admit, there are some teachers who 
do not put as much into their teaching as 
they should, however, don’t let the ones 
who do take in all the negativity you are 
spewing.

My son, and teachers I’ve worked with, 
are deserving of much more than they 
are receiving, but the main thing is their 
job does not stop when they go home.
 Rita Leslie
 Sheepshead Bay

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Letters to the Editor should be addressed 
to Vince DiMiceli, Editor, Courier Life 
Publications, 1 MetroTech Center North, 
Brooklyn, NY 11201, or sent via e-mail 
to editorial@cnglocal.com. All letters, 
including those submitted via e-mail, 
MUST be signed and the individual’s 
verifi able address and telephone num-
ber included. Note that the address and 
telephone number will NOT be published 
and the name will be published or with-
held on request. No unsigned letters 
can be accepted for publication. The 
editor reserves the right to edit all sub-
missions which become the property of 
Courier Life Publications.

Not for Nuthin’! Jo-Jo’s in a class of her own!
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It took just one day for 
the city to whip up a 
pomp-packed parade 

for the Super Bowl-winning 
New York Giants, but our 
courageous combat veter-
ans who returned from Iraq 
two months ago have yet to 
see any sweet gratitude from the Big 
Apple for their supreme service.

Last week’s hoopla along the Can-
yon of Heroes was dejecting in more 
ways than one as we lauded grid-
iron gladiators who could have been 
more sporting by requesting that the 
troops who made it back alive — and 
those who didn’t — received their 
just dues fi rst. Of course, Big Blue 
deserves all the praise it gets for its 
achievements on the gridiron, but 
not more so than the men and women 
who lost their limbs and lives in the 
line of duty. 

St. Louis clearly thought so. It put 
New York City to shame last month 
by becoming the nation’s fi rst city to 
 host a troop-appreciation parade . A 
similar celebration here, followed by 
another one in 2014 after the troops 
come home from Afghanistan, would 
be a vital boost all around. It would 
help returning soldiers adapt to ci-
vilian life — a grim prospect that 
should be the priority of all lawmak-

ers — while letting troops still over-
seas know that better days lie ahead.

A good start would be to honor our 
brave casualties in Iraq and Afghani-
stan: the  4,421 killed , the  40,000 ser-
vice members who suffered injuries, 
the 300,000 soldiers who came away 
with post-traumatic syndrome and 
depression, and the 320,000 troops 
who suffered a traumatic brain in-
jury .  More American service mem-
bers survived the Iraq War with ir-
reversible injuries than any other 
armed confl ict in history , thanks to 
high-tech armor.

For some, though, the scars are as 
indelible as they are invisible. Take 
the case of Sgt. First Class Alec Giess 
of the Oregon National Guard. He  mi-
raculously lived after his truck rolled 
over him while trying to dodge a land 
mine . The San Francisco Chronicle 
reported that Geiss’s wife noticed 
chilling changes in her husband af-
ter he returned home. He turned 
from a relaxed man into a hot-head 

who screamed at the cat, 
reviled crowds, couldn’t 
keep up with routines, and 
felt emotionally bereft. 

“When my kids come 
and hug me, I don’t feel a 
thing,” Giess told the pa-
per.

The uplifting stories are as heart-
breaking. Purple Heart recipient 
Bryan Anderson, an army sergeant 
in Iraq, became that armed confl ict’s  
fourth triple amputee after being in-
jured by a roadside bomb , an ordeal 
which the wounded warrior used ad-
mirably to move forward. Anderson 
learned to walk again — plus snow-
board, water-ski and rock climb, 
earning himself several gold medals 
along the way, and writing a book 
aptly titled, “No Turning Back.”

No amount of ticker-tape parades 
can ever hope to repay Giess, Ander-
son and the other champions who 
have defended our liberties on the 
front lines at horrifying personal 
cost. But the gesture would at least 
let them know that their suffering 
wasn’t in vain. Let the preparations 
begin immediately because  a veteran 
commits suicide every 36 hours , and 
because our war heroes should never 
be made to feel like zeroes.

Sabruzzo@cnglocal.com

Chutzpah is a Yid-
dish word meaning 
shameless audacity, 

titanic effrontery, sheer guts 
plus arrogance, gigantic 
gall, and colossal nerve.

Chutzpah is being angry 
at me for declining an invi-
tation to your son’s wedding. 
If it was a regular wedding 
at Temple Beth Shalom in 
Smithtown, I’d gladly be 
there with a generous check 
for the happy couple. How-
ever, it is not. The daughter-
in-law to be has always had 
her heart set on a romantic 
wedding in the Caribbean. 
The price of two economy su-
per-saver round-trip tickets 
from JFK to Aruba is $1076. 
The hotel for two nights is 
$500. Incidentals such as 
taxis, breakfast, lunch, and 
tips are another 200 bucks. 
Add in the wedding gift 
and, according to my cal-
culations, my attendance 
there will top two grand. 
And the hosts are upset that 
many friends have declined 
their kind invitation. I call 
that chutzpah. What’s your 
thinking? 

• • •
I love fast food. One of 

my very favorite lunches 
consists of six White Cas-
tles, large fries, and a giant 
Coke. I look around at the 
crowds and I’m not the only 
one. There’s a New York 
stock broker who feels the 
same way but, because of 
his 290 pound frame, he has 
problems sitting in those 
cramped booths. He claims 
that he is always bumping 
his knees into the tables. 
If this was me I’d make the 
order to go and dine on this 
delectable, high quality, 
well-prepared gourmet meal 
in my car while listening to 
Rush Limbaugh. Not him. 
After complaining and writ-
ing to the management, Mr. 
Wall Street has taken the 
case to federal court. He is 
suing for bigger chairs and 
unspecifi ed damages be-
cause he says the restaurant 
is violating the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. He 
compares himself to the dis-
abled? What do you call that? 
I call it chutzpah.

• • •
Here’s another really big 

guy with chutzpah. He’s a 
convicted felon who weighs 

400 pounds and is suing 
New York City because the 
jail he is in doesn’t stock the 
standard green jumpsuit in 
his size. He is claiming he 
has been “emotionally dam-
aged” because he has to wear 
a super-sized jumpsuit every 
day that makes him differ-
ent from his fellow inmates. 

Hey there, Goliath. If 
you didn’t do the crime you 
wouldn’t have to do the time 
dressed that way. Man, is 
that chutzpah. But, then 
again, we are living in crazy 
times. The right lawyer will 
get the judge to award him 
a few grand. Chutzpah in-
deed.

• • •
Everybody knows that 

Costa cruise line will have 
to do many things and spend 
a lot of money to make up for 
the recent tragedy in Italy, 
but to offer a 30 percent dis-
count on its next cruise to 
the survivors of the ordeal 
so soon after the tragedy? 
Just one word for that: chutz-
pah.

• • •
I know that there are all 

kinds of Chutzpah and other 
named awards making the 
rounds via the Internet. 
Before you write to tell me 
about them, you might want 
to check with Snopes.com to 
make sure they are genuine. 
I am StanGershbein@Bell-
south.net swearing with 
one hand on the bible and 
the other raised in the air 
that the above examples are, 
to the very best of my knowl-
edge, accurate and authentic.

When we purchased the iPhone 
4 from Verizon for our daugh-
ter Bri, (after the much-her-

alded BlackBerry debacle of 2010), I 
thought it prudent to pick up the in-
surance policy from Verizon, should 
a terrible fate like dropping it in the 
commode befall the new phone. 

All was well for almost a year, un-
til several weeks ago, when the pre-
cious iPhone 4 dropped, and even 
though it was in one of the color-co-
ordinated, jazzy-printed, super-pro-
tective cases that Bri received as a 
stocking-stuffer, the front glass still 
cracked. So much for color coordi-
nated, jazzy-printed, super-protec-
tive phone cases. 

Fear not — we have insurance. 
I’ve faithfully paid that $10-a-month 
for the last 11 months. 

But when Bri went to Verizon to 
get the phone fi xed, the guy there 
tells her, “You don’t get a free phone, 
and it’ll cost $179 to fi x.” 

“But we have insurance,” Bri 
says, to which the Verizon guy re-
plied, “You don’t get a free phone, and 
it’ll cost $179 to fi x.” 

She tells me this, and I’m an-
noyed. 

“But we have insurance! They 
must be pulling your chain because 
they see you’re a kid,” I sagely advise. 

“No, mom, you don’t understand,” 

she says. “Apple changed it’s policy 
and they don’t give out new phones 
anymore, too many people took ad-
vantage.” 

“No,” I say, “We pay our insur-
ance to Verizon, it’s up to them to re-
pair the glass.” 

This past Sunday, I took a trip 
with Bri and the phone to Verizon. 

“Look I have insurance, the glass 
is broken and someone told my daugh-
ter it was going to cost us $179 to fi x. 
How come? I have insurance.” 

“We’ll fi x it but you have to pay the 

deductible of $179,” he informs me. 
“What deductible?” I ask. 
“Well you know every insurance 

policy has a deductible.” 
Like I don’t know from a deduct-

ible. 
“No one said anything about a 

deductible when I purchased the in-
surance 11 months ago,” I say. “Why 
would I, or anyone else in their right 
mind, pay for insurance if the deduct-
ible is almost the same price as what 
I paid for the phone last year?”

He just shook his head and 
smiled.

After several minutes of useless 
haggling, I accepted defeat and said, 
“Bri, you will have to live with a 
cracked glass ’cause as sure as god 
made little green apples, I am not go-
ing to pay this store one more blessed 
cent for this phone. Especially after 
blowing a whole year for a cocka-
mamy insurance plan.

Even more annoyed, I tell the Ve-
rizon rep, “Take off the insurance. I 
refuse to pay for it anymore.” 

So he takes the fee off, hands me 
a piece of paper, smiles and says, 
“Thanks for choosing Verizon.”

Not for Nuthin’™ it was a lot eas-
ier when pay phones were on every 
corner and the only thing you had 
to worry about was having a handy 
wipe to clean off the mouth piece. 

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

Joanna DelBuono

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION
Stanley P. Gershbein

Verizon’s being deducted from my good list

Stan says these people 
have quite a nerve

Our troops are heroes – not zeroes!
A BRITISHER’S

VIEW
Shavana Abruzzo
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Touro College is an equal opportunity institution

Other Professional Opportunities
• Pre-Law • Pre-Medical • Pre-Dental

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
• DMX—Digital Media Arts
   212.463.0400 x5588

• Desktop and Web Publishing
   718.336.6471 x30119
for a full list of certi�cate programs
go to www.touro.edu/nyscas

www.touro.edu/nyscas

ASSOCIATE’S AND
BACHELOR’S DEGREES

• BUSINESS MANAGEMENT AND    

   ADMINISTRATION with concentrations in: 
    Accounting, Finance, Marketing, Management, 
    Information Systems, Office Technology 

• SOCIAL SCIENCES

• PSYCHOLOGY • EDUCATION

• BIOLOGY • PARALEGAL STUDIES

• DIGITAL MULTIMEDIA DESIGN

• LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES

• HUMAN SERVICES • AND MORE
     not all programs can be completed at all sites

NYSCAS
New York School of Career and Applied Studies

a division of TOURO       COLLEGE

MANHATTAN: 212.463.0400 x5500 Midtown
       212.722.1575 x101 Uptown

BROOKLYN: 718.265.6534 x1003
Bensonhurst, Brighton, Flatbush,
Kings Highway, Starrett City, Sunset Park

QUEENS: 718.353.6400 x107 Flushing
             718.520.5107 x102 Forest Hills

NY locations: Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens
Schedules that �t nearly any life situation
Committed, experienced faculty
Attention you deserve
Services: Academic Counseling, Tutoring,
     Financial Aid for those who qualify
          Transfer students welcome!

INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Wednesdays, 9 am-5 pm

MIDTOWN: 27-33 West 23rd Street | 212.463.0400 x5500

Wednesdays, 11 am-7 pm
BROOKLYN: 1870 Stillwell Avenue | 718.265.6534 x1003

I’m madder than a wookie with 
whooping cough over this poor 
guy who had his homemade 

lightsaber stolen from him when 
he was out drinking with his bud-
dies.

Look, you all know that I’m  no 
fan of any wars outside of the ones 
we declare on noisy trains, but 
when someone gets his heart and 
soul taken away from him, after 
working for years on perfecting 
something, well the Big Screech-
er’s heart bleeds just a little bit. So 
when I heard about this poor Jedi, 
I was taken back to the time when 
I learned about someone steal-
ing an old guy’s scooter out from 
under him. And when I thought 
about that, I also thought about 
the time someone stole one of my 
meatball sandwiches I loved to eat 
as a kid on the shores of Coney Is-
land. But I digress. Look, the fact 
is people shouldn’t steal — even if 
it is from some nerd who doesn’t 
know what to do with all his free 
time. You know what he should 
do? He should take dancing les-
sons from yours truly. If he does 
that, he’ll never have to worry 
about his lightsaber again.

Now, let me tell you about a 

young lady who does not what to 
do with her free time: it’s Pris-
cilla Consolo, who is the recipi-
ent of my Bensonhurst West End 
Civic Council’s newest award the 
BWECC! Outstanding Student 
Activist Award.

You know, it takes a lot to get 
inspired these days, but every 
so often, someone inspires me 
so much, I name an award after 

them. In this case, that person is 
Priscilla, who I worked with at my 
less-important job at Assembly-
man Colton’s offi ce. 

When you read her bio, you’ll 
agree with me that she could one 
day be our mayor, governor, presi-
dent or even saint, which, believe 
it or not, is an elected position.

Priscilla was born in March of 
1994 (wait a second! 1994! Jiminy 
Crickets!) who grew up in Gra-
vesend and is now in her senior-
year at Midwood High School, in 
the Humanities Honors Institute, 
of course, with a concentration in 
the Gilder-Lehrman Scholars Pro-
gram of American History, where 
her grades put at the top of class. 

Now, I’d be lying to you if I 
knew what all that meant, but 
there is no doubt in my mind that 
is an impressive resume for such 
a young lady.

As Midwood, Priscilla is the 
chairwoman of the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee of Model Con-
gress, the co-editor-in-chief of the 
school’s Literary Arts Magazine, 
“Patterns.” (nice name, eh?), and is 
the editor social studies magazine, 
“Forum.” She co-founded and is 
co-president of the school’s Young 

Writers’ Club, which she began in 
her freshmen year to cultivate and 
share her love of writing.

But Priscilla’s community in-
volvement doesn’t stop at school. 
At Our Lady of Grace church. Pris-
cilla is a Teen Leader in the parish’s 
Teen Youth Ministry program, in 
which she helps mentor fellow ado-
lescents and takes part in various 
community service activities. Ad-
ditionally, Priscilla is a member of 
their Altar Service Ministry, join-
ing in the fourth grade, and was 
selected as a co-leader to help train 
and assist new servers. She also 
volunteers as a lector. Priscilla con-
siders her Catholic faith a source of 
strength and inspiration, believing 
that it ignited her passion for serv-
ing others.

As such, Priscilla has aspired 
to become involved in govern-
ment service, and got an oppor-
tunity to intern at Assemblyman 
Colton’s offi ce last summer, where 
she did such a good job, Colton of-
fered her a paid position s his spe-
cial assistant, making her one of 
the youngest employee of the New 
York State Assembly. 

Working with Colton, Pris-
cilla spearheaded the successful 

“Speak up and clean up” campaign 
to keep our neighborhood clean. In 
total, the campaign acquired the 
help of over fi ve-hundred young 
volunteers and cleaned more than 
50 blocks in the neighborhood.

Upon graduation, Priscilla is 
planning to attend a prestigious 
college where she will major in 
political science or government. 
Additionally, she hopes to attend 
law school and receive a masters 
degree in public administration, 
and dreams of one day publishing 
her writing. Most importantly, 
however, Priscilla aspires to con-
tinue to serve the community and 
country that she loves, wanting to 
be “not a typical politician,” but a 
sincere and devoted crusader for 
the powerless and silenced — “a 
true public servant.”

You gotta agree this kid is 
something else. And that’s why we 
are honoring her. So if you want to 
join us, make reservations for the 
BWECC 51st Gala at the El Caribe, 
on March 22nd. 

And Priscilla, keep your 500 
clean-up volunteers home, be-
cause I’m afraid they’ll swarm the 
place and eat all my food.

Screech at you next week!

Carmine’s got no gripe with Priscilla

BIG
SCREECHER
Carmine Santa Maria
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B U S I N E S S  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Do you suffer from red, swol-
len and tender gums that oc-
casionally bleed when brushed 
or flossed?  Has your dentist 
told you that you are suffering 
from moderate to severe peri-
odontal disease?  Were you told 
you had “pockets” that were 
4 mm or more between your 
teeth?  Did your dentist refer 
you to a periodontal specialist?  
If you answered yes to any of 
the questions above, we have a 
treatment option in our practice 
that you may be very interested 
in knowing more about.

We are pleased to announce 
that we have completed inten-
sive training in Laser Periodon-
tal Therapy and now offer this 
treatment using the world’s first 
digital dental laser_the Perio-

Lase® MVP-7.  As the first Peri-
odontist in the Brooklyn area to 
provide treatment with this laser 
we have seen amazing results 
with minimal side effects. The 
laser was specifically designed 
for treating gum (periodontal) 
disease.  This addition makes 
it possible for us to effectively 
treat gum disease problems and 
establish ideal conditions for 
healing the gums around teeth 
that have periodontal pockets, 
right in our office.
The PerioLase® MVP-7 laser 

now gives us a gentle and ef-
fective way to stop the damage 
being done by the infections in 
the gums. Patients who have 
had this form of laser treatment 
report that they have little or no 
discomfort after the procedure. 

Please call our office at (718) 
253-3333 for more information 
about this laser procedure and 
its applicability to your dental 
needs.

We appreciate the opportunity 
to provide you with this gentle, 
effective treatment.

Yours in Dental Health,
Navid Baradarian DDS PC

Specializing in Periodontics,
Lasers, and Dental Implants.

2272 Hendrickson St.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 253-3333
www.centerforperio.com
Baradds@gmail.com

Photo by Steve Solomonson

Treatment with minimal side effects offers amazing results

YOUR ONE-STOP
SERVICE

CENTER

WE SERVICE & INSTALL
 Audio Equipment

 Dish & HD Roof Antennas

 Air Conditioners

 Transfer Your Videos To DVD

90 DAY
GUARANTEE
ON  LABOR & PARTS

INSTALLED BY US

FREE
HOUSE CALL

WITH ANY REPAIR

B&R Electronics & AC Service
 2577 E. 27th Street
      Brooklyn, NY

www.TVRepairsBrooklyn.com

718-743-2407

OVER 35 YEARS
EXPEIENCE

LCD & PLASMA
TUBE TV’S

COMPUTER & CAMCORDER
VIDEO EQUIPMENT

AIR CONDITIONERSEERS

FREE
ESTIMATES

ON ALL
CARRY-IN UNITS

 Computers & Monitors

 VCRs/DVDs

 Game Systems

 LCD/DLP/Plasma TV’s

R CONDITIONEEERS

Serving 
All of Brooklyn

www.NYParenting.com 

Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 
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OP-ED

And they wonder 
why people are so 
cynical about poli-

tics and politicians.
State Senate Repub-

licans signed a written 
pledge promising “inde-
pendent redistricting.” 
Instead, they gave New 
Yorkers the single most 
partisan plan in history. 

The “path” Senate Re-
publicans traveled to get 
from the promises they 
made to the plan they pro-
posed is as convoluted as 
the boundaries of Senator Golden’s new dis-
trict. “Fails both on process and product,” 
were the words of Governor Cuomo, who has 
vowed to veto it — and rightly so.

On process, there’s no debate: Republi-
can strategists have offered a partisan map 
without consulting the public in any mean-
ingful way. Every pen in the map room was 
held by a person on the Republicans’ Senate 
payroll, beholden to their partisan political 
interests for the paychecks. The public be 
damned.

As for the product, take Senator Gold-
en’s district: about 10 years ago, Republican 
map makers drew a district that connected 
neighborhoods around Marine Park with 
neighborhoods in western Brooklyn. The 
lines did not share a community board nor a 
police precinct, but were connected by a cor-

ridor that was one mile long and 
only one block wide. Their only 
other connection was the belief 
that they would vote in a certain 
partisan way. 

It was hard to think that they 
could do worse this time around. 
Yet Senator Golden’s new dis-
trict takes so many twists and 
turns that it ought to be a ride at 
Coney Island.

The problem is that they’ve 
got it backwards. They think of it 
as Senator Golden’s district, and 
not representation for those who 
live there. The people choose the 

Senator. The Republicans think the Senator 
should choose the people. 

Far from the only example: my home 
hangs like an ornament on a branch con-
necting a few blocks of Sheepshead Bay with 
a district based in East New York. Brook-
lyn’s growing and vibrant Russian Ameri-
can community is divided in four ways. Up 
in Buffalo, there is a district that connects 
only at high tide — its line running beneath 
Lake Erie.

Governor Cuomo must be a man of his 
word and veto these lines. Send them back 
to the drawing board, and give the crayons 
to someone who isn’t on the payroll of any 
political party.

Councilman Lew Fidler is the Demo-
cratic candidate for the March 20th special 
election to replace state Sen. Carl Kruger.

A lot of noise has 
been made about 
the redistricting 

proposal submitted last 
week by the State Legis-
lature. And, of course, 
most of the noise comes 
from people who have a 
problem with the plan. 

We all know these 
maps are drawn by poli-
ticians with entrenched 
political interests, 
but they do affect lo-
cal communities — for 
better or worse. Here’s 
one outsider’s observations about the 
plan with a community perspective from 
South Brooklyn, not based on Albany in-
side baseball. 

Pertaining to the special election in 
Brooklyn to fi ll the senate seat vacated 
by the disgraced Carl Kruger, the buzz 
seems to be about two main issues: the 
coalescence of a predominantly Ortho-
dox Jewish district, and the disassocia-
tion of Russian neighborhoods from the 
rest of Brooklyn, lumped instead with 
Staten Island and other areas. 

On the fi rst point, creating a district 
where the sphere of infl uence rotates 
mainly on the axis of Orthodox Jew-
ish culture and values is a good idea. It 
makes sense. After all, the Orthodox 
Jewish community is among Brooklyn’s 

most politically active ethic 
communities and always 
has been.

The second issue has 
stirred more controversy. 
As a Russian immigrant to 
the United States myself, 
there is no other commu-
nity I identify with more 
than the strong Russian 
areas of South Brooklyn. 
Charges have been made 
that the Legislature’s redis-
tricting proposal breaks up 
these areas, and combines 
them piecemeal with other 

communities, thereby limiting the politi-
cal clout of Brooklyn’s signifi cant native 
Russian-speaking population. 

Those who raise this charge make a 
valid point. The native Russian-speaking 
population shares common interests, val-
ues and heritage with the other neighbor-
hoods currently comprised in the 27th 
District. Every effort should be made to 
keep these communities together and 
whole. In the end, a primarily Orthodox 
Jewish senate district is not mutually ex-
clusive with the idea of keeping the na-
tive Russian-speaking population whole. 
In fact, the two ideas make a lot of sense 
when you put them together.  

David Storobin is the Republican 
candidate in the March 20th special elec-
tion to replace state Sen. Carl Kruger.

BY DAVID STOROBINBY LEW FIDLER

These partisan districts are a disgrace It makes sense to draw ‘ethnic’ lines

LINE DANCELINE DANCE
REDISTRICTING REDISTRICTING 

DEBATE RAGES ON DEBATE RAGES ON 
Albany Republicans released a redistricting map 

on Jan. 27 that would change Brooklyn’s political 

landscape, giving state Sen. Marty Golden a lot 

more real estate, creating an “Orthodox district” 

in Midwood and Borough Park, and ripping dis-

graced state Sen. Carl Kruger’s district off the 

map. Republicans claim that the new lines make 

sense, but Democrats say that the entire map has to 

be thrown out and redrawn in a non-partisan way. 

We asked the two candidates vying for Kruger’s 

district to weigh in: 



FEB. 16-22, 2012, C
OURIER L

IFE
23

BR

Checking

Money Market 

CDs 

IRAs

Online Banking

Auto Loans
Credit Cards

Mortgages

Personal Loans

Convenient ATMs

*    These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers when payroll deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Some applicants will qualify at higher rates as determined 
by creditworthiness. For model years 2012-2011, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.51 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.95%APR. For model years 2010-2006, 
your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.73 on each $1,000 borrowed at 2.45%APR. Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after closing if you stop paying your loan 
by automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit. Rates subject to change without notice. Other rates available for refinance transactions. Membership required.

   Federally insured by NCUA

Apply today, call 1-888-4MCU-AUTO or visit nymcu.org 

FIXED RATES AS LOW AS

New Car Loans

1.95%
APR*

FIXED RATES AS LOW AS

Used Car Loans

2.45%
APR*

...because it’s time to dump this clunker. 

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…

February 10–29, 2012

Presidents’ Day  
Auto Loan Sale
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EM
BARGO

PREVENTIV
O

DE IMPUESTO

If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Senior, Disabled, and Veteran Homeowners 
May Qualify for Exemptions, but Must Apply.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your property on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Do Not Delay. Respond Today!

Department of

Finance

David M. Frankel 
Commissioner

Department of

Environmental Protection

Carter H. Strickland
Commissioner

Department of Housing 

Preservation and Development

Mathew M. Wambua
Commissioner
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HARBOR WATCH
Women have long 

served with honor and 
valor to defend the United 
States since the Revolu-
tionary War. However, 
they didn’t become an of-
ficial part of the naval 
service until 1908, when 
Congress established the 
Navy Nurse Corps. The 
first 20 nurses, called the 
Sacred 20, broke barriers 
and paved the way for all 

women to officially enter 
the naval service. This 
March, which is Women’s 
History Month, the Navy 
will celebrate the contri-
butions of the women who 
have faithfully served 
their country. 

Nurses were the only 
women serving in the 
Navy until World War I, 
when women were first 
allowed to actually enlist. 
These women, known as 

Yeomanettes, provided 
clerical support.

In 1942, the Navy 
launched the Women Ac-
cepted for Volunteer 
Emergency Service pro-
gram, allowing women to 
serve outside the secre-
tarial realm in an official 
uniform capacity. During 
World War II, more than 
85,000 women served as 
air traffic controllers, 
artists, bakers, couriers, 

cryptologists, draftsmen, 
hospital corpsmen, law-
yers, meteorologists, and 
translators at naval shore 
commands across the na-
tion and overseas. Eighty-
one nurses were taken 
prisoner by the Japanese 
in Guam and the Republic 
of the Philippines during 
World War II. 

Six years later, con-
gressional leaders recog-

HARBOR WATCH
Just in time for Wom-

en’s History Month, Lt. 
Gen. Janet Wolfenbarger 
is set to soar into Air 
Force history as the first 
female four-star general.

President Obama 
nominated Wolfenbarger 
for promotion on Feb. 6, 
which is now pending 
Senate approval.

Wolfenbarger cur-
rently serves as the mili-
tary deputy in the Office 
of the Assistant Secre-
tary of the Air Force for 
Acquisition, and she is 
one of four female lieu-
tenant generals in the 
Air Force.

“I am humbled and 
honored to have been 
nominated by the Presi-
dent to the rank of gen-
eral and to serve as com-
mander of Air Force 
Materiel Command. I 
look forward to partici-
pating in the Senate con-
firmation process when 
the time comes. At pres-
ent, I remain focused 
on the important Air 
Force acquisition work 
I’ve been charged with,” 
Wolfenbarger said.

A Beavercreek, OH, 

native, Wolfenbarger 
was commissioned as a 
second lieutenant in 1980 
after graduating in the 
first class with female 
cadets at the Air Force 
Academy.

She also holds a grad-
uate degree in aeronau-
tics and astronautics 
from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, 
Cambridge.

The general has held 
several positions in the 
F-22 System Program 
Office at Wright-Patter-
son Air Force Base, OH; 
served as the F-22 lead 
program element moni-
tor at the Pentagon, and 
was the B-2 system pro-
gram director for the 
Aeronautical Systems 
Center, Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base.

She commanded Aero-
nautical Systems Cen-
ter’s C-17 Systems Group, 
Mobility Systems Wing, 
and was the service’s di-
rector of the Air Force 
Acquisition Center of Ex-
cellence at the Pentagon, 
then served as director 
of the headquarters’ Air 
Force Material Com-

Service women celebrated for their dedication and valor

Continued on Page 27Continued on Page 27

Lt. Gen. Janet Wolfenbarger is the fi rst woman in Air Force his-
tory to be nominated for four-star general. Photo by Corey Parrish

Women watch the US Navy Band, the Sea Chanters, perform as part of the Women’s History Month celebration in 2010 — the fi rst time in 
history that all Sailors of the Year were women.  File photo by Spec. 1st Class Jennifer Villalovos

Soaring into Air 
Force history

Women’s history honored
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959 Route 46 East 
Parsippany, NJ 07054

973.630.4900 
Main Campus

40 Journal Square 
Jersey City, NJ 07306

201.876.3800
A Branch of Anthem Institute – Parsippany

651 US Route 1 
North Brunswick, NJ 08902

732.448.2600
A Branch of Anthem Institute – Parsippany

498 7th Avenue, 17th Floor
New York, NY 10018

212.659.2116
Main Campus

Check Your Local Campus for Program Offerings • For more information about our graduation rates, the median debt of students who completed the program, and other important information, please visit our website at www.anthem.edu/disclosures.

Anthem Education schools and colleges offer active, reserve and veteran military personnel the opportunity to earn a quality, career-
focused education in a supportive learning environment. We welcome the opportunity to discuss our military education benefits with you.

Join Us. | anthem.edu

Offering: • Computer Networking & Security • Graphic Design & Animation • Massage Therapy  
• Medical Assistant • Medical Billing & Coding • Surgical Technologist

dedicated to your success.

BY JOANNE CASTAGNA, EDD
Members of the Joint Task 

Force Empire Shield — highly 
trained service members who 
are ready to detect, deter, and 
prevent potential terrorist opera-
tions in the metropolitan area — 
now have a fi rst-class fi tness fa-
cility at the Fort Hamilton Army 
Base to stay in shape in order to 
protect New Yorkers.

“Members of the [Task Force] 
need to stay in shape in order to 
be effective in their mission,” 
said Air Force Senior Master 
Sgt. Edwin Mondezie, Jr.

To stay in shape, many of 
them are frequent users of the 
Fort Hamilton Sports and Fit-
ness Center at the Fort Hamilton 
Army base in Bay Ridge, where 
the Task Force is headquar-
tered.

This fi tness center was re-
cently renovated into a fi rst-
class fi tness facility by the Army 
Corps of Engineers, New York 
District. The Corps expanded the 
size of the center by making use 
of extra space in the basement 

and fi lled this area with modern 
fi tness equipment.

“I’m happy to see the expan-
sion of this modern fi tness facil-
ity come to fruition,” said New 
York District Commander Col. 
John R. Boule.  “The project, fi -
nanced by American Reinvest-
ment Recovery Act stimulus 
funds, not only made good use of 
wasted space, but also will go a 
long way to boost the morale and 
welfare of service members and 
their families residing at Fort 
Hamilton and other parts of the 
city.”

The 3,300 square-foot space 
will allow for 75 additional indi-
viduals to use the gym, prevent-
ing overcrowding during the 
gym’s peak hours.

The new space includes an 
aerobics and boxing room, a sta-
tionary bicycle “spinning” area, 
35 machines for cardiovascular 
and strengthening workouts — 
such as treadmills and elliptical, 
which are all in compliance with 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act — and  a large stock of free 

weights. The space is surrounded 
by mirrored walls and 14 47-inch 
fl at-screen TVs.

“A fully equipped gym is im-
portant to maintain readiness,” 
said Army Staff Sgt. Clayton 
Craig, a personnel noncommis-
sioned offi cer with the Task 
Force who uses the gym three 
times a week.

Members of the Task Force 
agree that the additional work-
out space is welcomed.  

“The best part of the renova-
tion is the additional space there 
is now, especially to stretch,” 
said Craig.

Army Sgt. 1st Class Raymond 
Esquilin,  noncommissioned offi -
cer-in-charge for logistics for the 
Task Force, who uses the gym up 
to fi ve times a week, agreed.

“There’s so much space to 
move, no waiting, so I can get in 
and out. Having this facility is 
important because some soldiers 
can’t afford an outside gym and 
having one available on the post 
provides more motivation to im-
prove physical fi tness.”

Service members stay fi t and trim in new fi rst-class fi tness facility 

Ft. Hamilton Base gym gets re-do

Private First Class Anthony Rodriguez (left) gets helpful hints from Sgt. Victor 
Smith and Sgt. James Davis at Fort Hamilton Army Base’s new fi tness facility. 
 Photo by JoAnne Casgtagna
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Master of Science in  
Administration degree
Provides a solid core of leadership  
skills with several concentration  
choices to fit your career goals.

 
at Fort Hamilton 

  
holds classes at Fort Hamilton.                          

That’s right - CMU offers  
high-quality degree programs

that are close, convenient, 
flexible, and affordable!

Military friendly  
university

Visit www.cmich.edu/military  

discounted tuition rate.
 

Surprised?

We make it possible.
CMU at Fort Hamilton.
Call 718-748-8386 or toll–
free 877-268-4636 today!
www.cel.cmich.edu/fthamilton
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mand Intelligence and Re-
quirements Directorate, 
Wright-Patterson base.

Prior to her current as-
signment, Wolfenbarger 
was the vice commander 
of the command at Wright-
Patterson base.

She has been awarded 
the Distinguished Service 
Medal, the Legion of Merit, 
the Meritorious Service 
Medal, the Air Force Com-
mendation Medal, the Air 
Force Achievement Medal, 
the National Defense 
Medal and the Global War 
on Terrorism Medal.

Wolfenbarger received 
her third star in Decem-
ber of 2009 and became the 
Air Force’s highest-rank-
ing woman in January of 
2010.

nized the need for women 
in peacetime armed forces 
with the passage of the 
Women’s Armed Services 
Integration Act of 1948. 
Opportunities for women 
in the Navy expanded dur-
ing the Cold War era, and 
in 1967 President Lyndon 
B. Johnson signed Pub-
lic Law 90-130, allowing 
women the opportunity 
for promotion to admiral 
or general. 

In 1974, Alene Duerke, 
director of the Navy Nurse 
Corps, became the first 
woman appointed to the 
rank of rear admiral. Two 
years later, Fran McKee 
became the first female 
line officer to make flag 
rank.

Women continued to 
make great strides by the 
fall of 1976, when President 
Gerald Ford signed Pub-
lic Law 94-106, which re-
quired service academies 
to admit women. With the 
doors of educational excel-
lence finally open to them, 
81 women entered the U.S. 
Naval Academy’s Class of 
1980.

By the 1980s, women 
had reached impressive 
heights within the Navy. 
Promotion boards began 
selecting women for flag 
rank, including Roberta L. 
Hazard. She was selected 

for promotion to rear ad-
miral upper half on May 
18, 1988, making her the 
first woman to be board 
selected for that grade. 

The 1990s ushered in a 
new era for women serv-
ing in the armed forces. 
During the first Gulf War, 
women constituted 15 per-
cent of the naval personnel 
fighting force in Iraq and 
Kuwait. In 1994, the re-
peal of the Combat Exclu-
sion Law allowed women 
to serve on combatant 
ships for the first time. 
Cmdr. Maureen A. Farren 
became the first woman 
to command a combat-
ant ship on June 10, 1998, 
when she took command 
of USS Mount Vernon, an 
amphibious dock-landing 
ship.

In April of 2010 the 
Navy instituted a land-
mark change in policy, 
allowing women to serve 
on submarines for the 
first time. The first group 
of female submariners 
completed nuclear power 
school and officially re-
ported on board of two 
ballistic and two guided-
missile submarines in No-
vember of 2011.

Women continue to 
make history in the Navy. 
On Jan. 5, 2012, guided-
missile destroyer USS 
Kidd, led by Cmdr. Jen-
nifer Ellinger, responded 
to a distress call from the 
master of the Iranian-
flagged fishing dhow Al 
Molai, who claimed that he 
was being held captive by 
pirates. Within 24 hours, 
Kidd assisted in freeing 
13 Iranian fishermen and 
taking into custody 15 pi-
rates. 

Today, nearly every na-
val community is open to 
women, and female sail-
ors continue to excel in 
almost all facets of naval 
duties both ashore and 
afloat. More than 54,000 
active-duty women, and 
more than 10,000 female 
Reservists are serving in 
the Navy, comprising 17.1 
percent of the force. The 
current Navy Total Force 
includes 34 active and Re-
serve female flag officers 
and 59 female command 
master chiefs. Vice Adm. 
Ann E. Rondeau, current 
president of National De-
fense University, remains 
the most senior three-star 
admiral in the Navy.

Continued from page 25 

AF history

Continued from page 25 

Women
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HARBOR WATCH
Their stories may be 

as varied as their careers 
and places they lived, but 
African-American women 
have shared a common 
bond throughout history. 
The myriad of careers held 
and experiences dealing 
with their race and gender 
are woven into their life 
stories.

To celebrate Black His-
tory Month and the role 
that African-American 
women played in our na-
tion’s history, Carla J. 
Grantham, who retired 
from the Coast Guard af-
ter completing more than 
22 years of service, will be 
the guest speaker at the 
Joint Base Myer-Hender-
son Hall African American 
and Black History Month 
gala on Feb. 2. Grantham’s 
last leadership position 
in the service was as dep-
uty director of the Coast 
Guard’s leadership and 

professional development 
offi ce. She also served as 
the executive speechwriter 
to the commandant of the 
Coast Guard and director 
of non-academy offi cer re-
cruitment. She is currently 
working as a coach, mas-
ter facilitator, trainer, and 
public speaker

The Army is, and al-
ways has been, a refl ection 
of American society and 
values. American society 
was racially segregated in 
the 1940s, and so, too, was 
the Army — and the Wom-
en’s Army Corps. That fact, 
though, did not prevent mi-
nority women from serving 
their country. 

More than 150,000 Amer-
ican women served in the 
Women’s Army Corps dur-
ing World War II. Among 
them were 855 women of 
the 6888th Central Postal 
Directory Battalion — the 
fi rst African-American 
corps members to arrive in 

Europe. Sgt. Danyell Wil-
son was the fi rst African-
American tomb sentinel at 
the Tomb of the Unknowns 
at Arlington National Cem-
etery. Wilson, a native of 
Alabama, was inspired to 
succeed in the Army by the 
civil rights struggles in her 
home state.

Singer Marian Ander-
son was the fi rst African-
American to be named a 
permanent member of the 
Metropolitan Opera Com-
pany and the fi rst to per-
form at the White House. 
Anderson sang in church 
choirs, and then began 
her concert career in 1924, 
achieving success in Eu-
rope. In 1939, the Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
refused to allow Anderson 
to perform at Constitution 
Hall in Washington. Elea-
nor Roosevelt resigned her 
Daughters membership in 
protest and sponsored An-
derson’s concert at the Lin-

coln Memorial. Anderson 
was appointed to the United 
Nations as an alternate del-
egate in 1958, and in 1963, 
was awarded the Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom.

Harriet Tubman was 
known as Moses by the hun-
dreds of slaves she helped to 
freedom. Tubman became 

the most famous leader of 
the Underground Railroad 
to aid slaves escaping to 
free states or Canada. Born 
into slavery, Tubman es-
caped in 1849 to Philadel-
phia, via the Underground 
Railroad, an elaborate and 
secret series of houses, 
tunnels, and roads set up 

by abolitionists and former 
slaves to shepherd slaves 
to freedom. She served as 
a nurse, scout and spy for 
the Union Army during 
the Civil War. After the 
war, she continued to work 
in social issues, including 
the women’s rights move-
ment.

Black history month celebrated by the army

Members of the 6888th of the Central Postal Directory Battalion (which consisted of 855 enlisted 
African-American women) march in France, circa 1945. 

African-American women honored
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SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Captains Fred and Vincent Ardolino 
made so many right decisions on 9/11. The 
brothers piloted their Ameberjack V to 
and from Manhattan, transporting sur-
vivors on that fateful day. Without their 
fearlessness and humanitarian efforts, 
many would not have reached home. The 
Brooklyn Division of the Kiwanis In-
ternational Organization recently hono-
roed the brothers by bestowing upon them 
the Everyday Hero Award at the Baron 
DeKalb Knights of Columbus on Feb. 1. 

Hey, better late than never! “This award is 
given to people who may never receive an 
award, but their contributions to society 
are nonetheless important,” said Lt. Gov 
of the Kiwanis Michael Rizzotto. Stand-
ing O agrees completely.

PARK SLOPE

Bravisima 
Shining in her 15 minutes of limelight, 

longtime Sloper and Standing O pal Tomi 
Tsunoda is directing “Erosion: A Fable” 
premiering at La MaMa through Feb. 26. 
The play tells the story of corporate com-
petition, environmental catastrophe and 
personal transformation — oh my! It fuses 
dance, theater and original music in tra-
ditional storytelling techniques. Tickets 
are $15 for adults and $10 for students — be 
warned, though, that it is playing in that 
other borough of Manhattan. But hey, close 
enough!
La MaMa (the Club) [74 E. Fourth St. be-
tween Second Avenue and the Bowery in 
Manhattan, (212) 475-7710].

GRAVESEND

Go with the flow
Every printer will be green with envy 

over the HPL2550060 graphic printer that 
just moved into Liquid Dreams Design. 
The eco-friendly green machine affords us-
ers the options of printing on canvases and 
other materials, as well as  producing the 
trendiest looking trade show displays and 
custom wall paper. The printer uses water 
based latex inks, is odorless — which is a 

very good thing — and UV and water resis-
tant. Get this: it even prints on recyclable 
materials. Standing O wants to know “how 
green can you go?” 

Liquid Dreams Design [344 Ave. Y be-
tween W. Third Street and Shell Road in 
Gravesend, (718) 627-8599].

FORT GREENE

75th says goodbye
Welcome to Captain Scott Henderson, 

the new CO at the 88th Police Precinct 
who held court at the 75th Precinct in East 
New York. Our pal Scott has taken the reins 
from Deputy Inspector Anthony Tasso, 
the former CO who is now the new CO at 
the 83rd Police Precinct — confused yet?  
“My years at the 75th Precinct prepared 
me to take the post here,” Scott told Stand-
ing O. We say, “Welcome aboard, to both of 
them!”
75th Police Precinct [298 Classon Avenue be-
tween DeKalb and Willoughby avenues in 
Fort Greene, 718-636-6511].

CROWN HEIGHTS

Circle goes round
Thanks to the bigwigs at Astoria Fed-

eral Savings the circle is going to keep on 
going until March 4! The Federal Savings 

angels have agreed to bankroll the Secrets 
of Circles Exhibit at the Brooklyn Chil-
dren’s Museum. Circles are everywhere: 
the wheels of the car, the clock on the wall 
— even the “O” in Standing O — and they’re 
pretty amazing, too. In this interactive ex-
hibit, children and adults  uncover and dis-
cover the math, science and engineering 
behind the incredible geometric shapes. 
Hurry up, you still have time to catch the 
exhibit before it rolls off!
Brooklyn Children’s Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735-4400].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

Honoring the borough’s everyday heroes

BENSONHURST

Get your groove on
Chicka boom-boom-boom to Wal-

ter Chica-Chevallos, the moving 
grooving senior who really struts his 
stuff at the Metropolitan Jewish 
Health System Adult Day Health 
Center. Our pal Walter twinkles his 
toes every week to keep in tip-top 
shape. He joins other seniors who 
rock, sway, shimmy and stretch at the 
Center’s dance therapy program. The 
Center provides therapists, rehabili-
tation and nursing services to help 
the seniors maintain their indepen-
dence and medical needs. Standing O 
says, “It don’t matter if you shake it 
your way or Walter’s way, just as long 
as you shake it the bon-bon way.”
Metropolitan Jewish Health System 
Adult Day Health Center [6206 16th 
Ave. at 62nd Street in Bensonhurst, 
(718) 621-3600].

He’s a superhero — from SI!
BOROUGH WIDE

Standing O is always fair — even if a 
hero just happens to be from Staten Is-
land — and a boost is a boost is a boost. 
Verizon employee and Staten Island 
resident, Steven Baudille was on his 
way to a job when he happened to see 
smoke spewing from a basement win-
dow in a Midwood apartment house. He 
fl agged down two offi cers from the 61st 
Precinct, PO Melissa Waldon and PO 
Andrew Gibbs, and between the three 
courageous superheroes they managed 
to pull Offi r Shachar out the window of 

the blazing inferno to safety. “If it wasn’t 
for the two cops  and this Verizon guy, 
this guy would have been dead,” said 
a witness. “The noble actions of these 
three prevented an otherwise potentially 
tragic outcome,” said Assemblyman 
Steven Cymbrowitz (D-Sheepshead 
Bay), as he presented the three protec-
tors with citations. It’s three cheers all 
around. 
Assemblyman Steven Cymbrowitz [1800 
Sheepshead Bay Rd. between Shore Park-
way and Emmons Avenue in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 743-4078].

(From left), Offi cer Andrew Gibbs, Steven Baudille, Offi cer Melissa Waldon, Inspector Georgiou 
Mastrokostas, and Assemblyman Steven Cymbrowitz. Photo by Erica Sherman

Members of the Brooklyn Children’s Museum including Georgina Ngozi, president and CEO of the muse-
um, accept a grant check from (far right), Astoria Federal Savings branch manager Tania Broschart.

Fred and Vincent Ardolno, center, were honored 
for their brave work on 9/11. With them are (from 
left), Brooklyn Lt. Gov. Michael Rizzotto and Past 
Gov. Joseph Corace.

really
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Hundreds of Brooklyn cou-

ples with more than 50 years of 
marriage under their belts were 
invited by Borough President 
Markowitz to drink, dine, and 
dance the day away for the 10th 
annual Brooklyn Sweethearts 
celebration at El Caribe Country 
Club in Mill Basin on Monday.

Markowitz kicked off the early 
Valentine’s Day event with a 
champagne toast, before sending 
the eager love-birds off to tare up 
the dance fl oor to the accompani-
ment of 1950s-era swing and love 
ballads. The festivities ended with 
the cutting of a wedding cake and 
the spouses indulging in other 
sugar-free confections. 

During the festivities, a few lov-
ing couples managed to fi nd time 
to renew their wedding vows, in-
cluding Markowitz, whose birth-
day is actually on Feb. 14, and who 
met his wife, Jamie, in the sum-
mer of 1999 on the beach at Kings-
borough College.

A few notable sweethearts 
present to celebrate their wedded 
bliss included:

• A Bay Ridge couple married 
for 70 years — he is 91 and still 
works, while she is 90, has re-
cently purchased an iPad, and 
spends her evenings surfi ng the 
Web.

• A couple from Flatbush cel-

ebrating 68 years of marriage. 
They met at a dance and he asked 
her to marry him after he left to 
serve in the Army.

• A husband and wife from 
Sheepshead Bay who were mar-
ried 63 years ago. She came to 
America with her sister and 
nephew — the rest of her family 
having been killed by the Nazis.

• A Crown Heights couple who 
met when they were just 15 years 
old; she told friends he would be 
her husband one day, and they 
laughed at her. Three years later 
— now 57 years ago — they mar-
ried.

The longest married couple of the night — Sunset Park’s Xi Xiang Jiang and Yu 
Lian Mei, have been married for 73 years. That’s love! 

Manhattan Beach resident Selma Solow gives her hubby Sam a smooch on 
the dance fl oor at El Caribe. 

Evelyn and Max Balaban, Kings 
Highway residents who have been 
married for 63 years, show off 
their photo booth photos. 

Ruth and Martin Spencer, Bay Ridge residents who have been married for 70 years, celebrate Valentine’s Day early dur-
ing the Brooklyn Sweethearts party at the El Caribe on Monday — Borough President Markowitz’s annual fete for couples 
celebrating more than 50 years of wedded bliss.  Photos by Steve Solomonson

SWEETHEARTS CELEBRATE 50-PLUS YEARS OF BLISS

Jamie Markowitz feeds husband Borough President Markowitz some cake 
moments after Brooklyn’s fi rst couple renewed their wedding vows at the 
Brooklyn Sweethearts celebration.
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By Juliet Linderman

You don’t have to tell us twice to eat our vegetables. Like the rest 
of the borough, we’re having a full-on love affair with Brussels 
sprouts this winter, and here are a few of our very favorite spots 

to chow down on these magnificent miniature cabbages.

Chuko, $7
These halved and lightly fried brussels (left) are sweet, salty, and 

spicy all at the same time, making for the most flavorful veggie side dish 
you can possibly hope for. Slathered in tangy fish sauce and topped with 

slightly crushed honey roasted peanuts and thinly sliced hot chili peppers, 
these brussels are hot and crispy on the outside, and perfectly tender on the 

The spots for sprouts

Continued  on page 35

Mini cabbages have captured 
the heart of the borough

By Juliet Linderman

Call ’em Breuckelen sprouts.
That classically stigmatized vegetable formerly 

famous for its ability to inspire upturned noses at the 
dinner table is finally getting the positive press it deserves, in 
Brooklyn and beyond. That’s right: it’s the year of the Brussels 
sprout — and any way you slice, dice, quarter, deep fry or 

sautee it, these miniature cabbages are making their way onto 
menus at the best restaurants in the borough, and selling 
out every night. 

“We go through a case a day, it’s really amazing,” said 
chef Jamison Blankenship, whose restaurant Chuko in 
Prospect Heights is lauded for having some of the bor-
ough’s best Brussels sprouts. “We can go down the street 

and find them on every menu; it’s amazing that the public 
loves this dish so much, considering Brussels sprouts have 

never been all that intriguing.”
Primarily cultivated in central California, Brussels sprouts 

are are loaded with Vitamin C, fiber and anti-oxidants, in addi-
tion to having other distinctly healthy properties — a factor some 
Brussels sprouts purveyors credit for the vegetable’s noticeable 
increase in popularity over the last six months to a year.

“People are really starting to orient themselves around fresh 
vegetables, and Brussels sprouts are green and fresh,” said 
Brooklyn Fare Market General Manager Omar Diallo, who 
started increasing his weekly shipment from two-and-a-half cases 
to five cases beginning in December 2011. “Of every six grocery 
orders I process now, at least five of them include Brussels sprouts; 
they’re on lots of menus right now; people just love them.”

Brussels sprouts are one of the most versatile and dynamic 
winter vegetables — kept company through the chilly months 
by the likes of turnips, squash, kale, parsnips and beets, among 
others —and chefs and restaurateurs are embracing the Brussels 
sprout renaissance with open arms, and a diverse flavor profile.

“It’s cabbage in a little ball, but it isn’t as tough; its leaves are 
much more tender,” said Jimmy Clark, chef de cuisine at The 
Vanderbilt in Prospect Heights, where he’s been serving sprouts 
since the restaurant opened in 2009. Clark said that sprouts have 
been a best-seller on the menu since the very beginning, and that 
the rest of the borough is finally catching on to the craze.

“You can cook them whole, shred them, braise them, make 
sauerkraut or kimchee, use just the leaves — Brussels and kale 
you can really do anything under the sun with,” he said. “And 
they’re very hip right now; they used to be overlooked because 
of that childhood stigma. But now, it’s your typical rags to riches 
vegetable story.”

Server Katie Smail shows off 
Five Leaves’ famous sweet 
and spicy Brussels sprouts.

Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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St. Luke’s Theatre, 308 W 46th St Thur 7 pm, Sat 1:30 & 4:30 pm, Sun 4:30 pm
Telecharge.com 212.239.6200  

SistasTheMusical.com  
Special rates for groups call 212.977.5925 

“A Winner!”  
− NY Beacon

WINNER 2011
Midtown International 

 �eatre Festival

“Sweet and Sassy!”  
− NY Times

A joyous musical celebration of African-American  
women from Bessie Smith to Mary J. Blige

Join us for our Thursday Post Show Talk Backs featuring surprise 
celebrity guests.  More info at SistasTheMusical.com

114 Bay Ridge Avenue
(Off Colonial Road)

718-833-8865
Open 7 Days  Private Party Rooms

www.casapepe.com

Lobster 
Celebration 

Continues
$30

3 Courses,
30 Combinations

Mejillones Zamoranos - 7 -
fried Prince Edward mussels stuffed w/ shrimp

Pan con Tomate - 4 -
grilled bread rubbed w/ tomato olive oil & garlic
Croquetas de Cangrejo - 7 -

flourless croquette w/ lump crab meat & bell peppers
Patatas Bravas - 6 -

crisp spiced potatoes w/ traditional aioli
Albondigas en Salsa Roja - 7 -

veal meatballs in a spicy tomato sauce
Aguacate Cantabrico - 8 -

hass avocado stuffed gulf shrimp w/ salsa rosa
Pincho de Chorizo - 7 -

chorizo, pearl onions & roasted peppers ✸✸
Try 

Our New 
Pumpkin 

Tapas
Stuffed w/ Shrimp,

Topped 
w/ Bechamel

SHOW DATES

Feb. 24, 25 & March 2, 3 @ 8 pm
Feb. 26 & March 4 @ 8 pm

St. Patricks Auditorium
9511 4th Avenue

Directed by Dawn Barry Hansen

TICKETS

$15 Adults
$12 Seniors/Students under 21/Children

EMAIL: NCT@NCTheaterNY.com PHONE: 718.482.3178
ONLINE: www.NCTheaterNY.com

Narrows Community Theater Presents the 
Cast of Agatha Christie’s “The Unexpected 

Guest” Starting February 24, 2012

Imagine a foggy night. A stranger’s car 
breaks down, so he enters the Warwick 
home looking for help only to find the owner 
Richard Warwick dead and his young wife 
holding a gun. Well, the murderer seems 
obvious doesn’t it? Or, does it?  Anyone 
familiar with Agatha Christie’s writing 
knows that the culprit is never obvious, 
but, is only revealed through hauntingly 
captivating dialogue and many twists and 
turns of events.  In typical Christie fashion, 

there is always a surprise ending! The 
murderer could be anyone!

Performances will be held at St. Patrick’s 
Auditorium, 97th Street and 4th Avenue in 
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn. For ticket info and 
play dates call 718-482-3172.

Photo by Jennifer Hansen

Back Row - Michael Ables, Andrew Oppenheim, Alex Carmine, Cliff Hesse, Micah Parker; 
Front Row - Katherine Dutko, Ashley Harris, Mari DeVito, Janet Rhodes
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The Man in Black is 
back — in spirit, 
anyway.

In honor of the late 
country rock legend 
Johnny Cash’s would-be 
80th birthday, the Bell 
House is throwing a mas-
sive bash hosted by honky 
tonk rockers Alex Battles 
and the Whisky Rebellion, 
complete with a sing-along 
of Cash’s greatest hits.

“Johnny Cash was never 
anybody except Johnny 
Cash,” said Battles. “There 
are so many artists who 
spend their lives imitating 
other artists, trying to figure out 
who they are, but Johnny Cash was 
always a straight-forward guy; he 
was strong and vulnerable, he was 
happy and sad — and he’s just the coolest 
guy.”

Battles and the Whisky Rebellion will 
croon Cash’s iconic San Quentin set, dur-
ing which he serenaded the inmates at one 
of the country’s most notorious maximum-
security prisons, placing a special emphasis 
on authenticity; Battles’s deep and gritty 
voice (and a couple of stiff drinks) makes 
this reenactment a faithful interpretation of 
the genuine article, even though he and Cash 
look nothing alike.

“Cash’s songs are real fun to sing along 

to,” Battles said. “My dad had a 
Johnny Cash tape that we listened 
to in the car, and he would play it 
over and over again until I learned 
all the songs by heart. That’s the 

reason I can do this, because the songs you 
grew up listening to are the songs you can do 
better than any other.”

But it’s not about Battles’s own love for 
the Man in Black, it’s about unifying Cash’s 
fans, and paying homage to a legend.

“This is not my event,” said Battles. “It’s 
for everybody who loves Johnny Cash.”

The Bell House [149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
643-6510] Feb. 24, 8 pm. $20 ($15 in advance). 
For info, visit www.thebellhouseny.com

– Colin Mixson

Hallelujah!
Pop star composer Rufus Wainwright is 

finally poised to unvail his original oper-
atic score in the New York City Opera’s produc-
tion of “Prima Donna,” which will open at BAM 
on Feb. 19. Set in Paris in 1970, “Prima Donna” 
tells the story of Regine Saint Laurent, an aging 
opera singer, played by acclaimed vocalist Melody 
Moore, trying to come to terms with her past and 
future, her successes and 
her failures. 

“This story is sad and 
triumphant and melodra-
matic and all the things 
you want opera to be,” Moore said. “There’s so 
much honor in it; it’s about self-discovery, late 
in life.”

Both Wainwright and Moore explained that 
while opera gets a bad rap, seeming boring, inac-
cessible and antiquated, “Prima Donna” is quite 
the opposite.

“It’s totally live: no mics, no lip synching, 
every evening is different,” Wainwright said in  
an email. “One bad trumpet player can instantly 
screw it all up, so its very exciting in that way. 

A lot of the time it’s more akin to a football 
game, other times it’s the most sensitive flower 
on earth.”

“Opera doesn’t have to be stodgy,” Moore 
added, “it just needs to be given a chance.”

“Prima Donna” premiered in 2009 at the Palace 
Theatre in Manchester, England, and BAM’s pre-
sentation of the opera marks its American debut. 
And although Wainwright is widely known as 
a soft-crooning Canuck with a pentient for film 
soundtracks (he’s recorded music for movies 
including “Brokeback Mountain,” “Shrek” and 
“Zoolander,” among many others), he’s always 
had a passion for opera.

“I’ve been an opera addict since age 13,” 
Wainwright said. “My mom used to give me $100 
when I would visit my dad in NYC and I’d go 
straight down, spend $75 on an opera ticket and 
the rest of the weekend eating soba noodles. To 
write one has always been my greatest dream — 
and now my dream has come true!”

“Prima Donna” at BAM [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100]. Feb. 23-29, 7:30 
pm, $25. For info, visit www.bam.org.

– Juliet Linderman

Not only did Sara Benincasa conquer her 
agoraphobic fear of leaving her apartment 
— she became a standup comedian, and 

wrote a whole book about it. 
Benincasa will celebrate the release of 

“Agorafabulous,” a collection of short, humorous 
stories that chronicles one woman’s struggle with 
crippling agoraphobia — a panic disorder charac-
terized by fear of public places and open spaces 
— and how she overcame 
her demons through ther-
apy and comedy, on Feb. 
28 at WORD bookstore in 
Greenpoint. 

“The book deals with my evolution from a 
pretty bold teenager to someone who was house-
bound and afraid to leave her room, even go to the 
bathroom, in college, to someone who eventually 
becomes a standup comedian,” she said.

Benincasa’s tone is easy and conversational, 
and her razor-sharp wit is laced with the kind 
of wise and biting self-deprecation that comes 

only with the confidence of a seasoned come-
dian, though things weren’t always so easy. In 
her late teenage years and into her early twenties, 
Benincasa became plagued by panic attacks, ter-
rified to leave her cramped campus quarters in 
college. It took years for her to muster the courage 
to begin a recovery process that involved much 
medication and therapy — not exactly funny stuff. 
But through her stories — which originated first 
as part of an evolving standup act that she honed 
into a one-woman show, and eventually ended 
up on the pages of her first book — Benincasa 
explores and reflects upon her own fears and 
experiences, and in turning her trauma into com-
edy, pens a hilarious tribute to her former self.

“Comedy is a place where you can be whoever 
you want to be onstage, and you have control over 
your persona,” Benincasa said. “When you’re 
mentally ill, you don’t have control entirely over 
your thoughts, sometimes over your behaviors, 
and certainly the way you appear to the outside 
world. I felt a great sense of power when I was able 
to tweak my horrible experiences into funny ones. 
I felt like I was finally winning.”

Sara Benincasa celebrates “Agorafabulous!” 
at WORD [126 Franklin St. between Milton and 
Noble streets in Greenpoint, (718) 383-0096]. Feb. 
28, 7 pm, free. For info, visit www.wordbrooklyn.
com. 

– Juliet Linderman

A classic — and controversial — play that 
ties Adolf Hitler to Ronald 
Reagan is hitting the stage (er, 

hitting the round) at Brooklyn College 
this month. 

“A Bright Room Called Day,” 
by award-winning playwright Tony 
Kushner, tells the story of the rise of Hitler 
through the eyes of a young actress in the 1980s 
during the AIDS crisis, and how inaction by 
those who could have stopped him paved the way 
for the Holocaust to unfold.

“When Hitler came to power, nobody really 
knew what he was going to do. Nobody took it 
that seriously,” said Mary Beth Easley, artistic 
director of Brooklyn College’s theater depart-
ment. “The whole thing is a call to action,” 

The play illuminates the similarities between 
the inaction of major world powers during Hitler’s 
rise, and the United States’ unwillingness to treat 
or research the disease that killed thousands 
during the heights of the AIDS pandemic of the 
1980s.

The entire play — which will be performed 
in the round, with the audience surrounding 
the actors who are arranged in the center of a 
circle — takes place in a single room. The play 

was controversial when it premiered in 1985 as a 
stunning critique of Ronald Reagan, and will be 
no less tendentious today.

“A Bright Room Called Day” at Walt Whitman 
Theatre [2900 Campus Rd. at Hillel Place in 
Midwood (718) 951-4500] on Feb 23-March 
4, 7:30 pm. $15 for general admission, $12 for 
seniors and $6 for students. For more informa-
tion, visit www.brooklyncenter.com

– Dan MacLeod

Tues.
2/28

Starting
2/23

Alex Battles and the Whisky Rebellion will perform songs from Johnny 
Cash’s iconic San Quentin set at the Bell House on Feb. 24.

Photo by Katie Kovach

Classic Tony Kushner play 
ties Reagan to Hitler

Don’t lay off this ‘Whisky!’

Agora-no-bia This opera is 
‘wright’ on!

Fri.
2/24

Actor Marcus D. Harvey in rehearsal for Tony Kushner’s 
play, “A Bright Room Called Day,” which will be onstage 
at Brooklyn College Feb. 23-March 4. 

Photo by Steve Solomonson

Starting
2/23

Melody Moore, pictured here, will star in the opera 
Prima Donna at BAM, arranged and composed by indie 
star Rufus Wainwright, opening Feb. 19.

Photo courtesy of Glenn Petry 
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Four area restaurants double down, Bed Stuy loses bris-
ket, and Carroll Garden’s builds a better burger in this 
week’s scrumptious serving of gossip.

Moo-sic to our ears: The grass-fed patties peddled at new-
comer  Burgersmith  (which quietly opened for business a 
week ago on the corner of Baltic and Smith Streets, in the old 
Faan space) are enough to make you melt. The cow is ground 
daily at nearby butcher shop Paisanos and griddled on a cast 
iron flat top, before being slapped on special Portuguese 
muffins from Cape Cod. Vegans and pesco-pollo vegetar-
ians will also find their perfect patty — turkey, quinoa-nut-
veggie and seared rainbow trout options all grace the highly 
customizable menu.

Max’d out: Another top-tiered Manhattan joint (see 
Vanessa’s Dumpling House, Meatball Shop, Loreley, and 
Mama’s Food Shop before it) is setting down roots in the 
flourishing foodie haven of Williamsburg. The Wall Street 
Journal reports that Max, an established East Village favor-
ite for simple, affordable red sauce Italian, is shuttering its 
original Avenue B spot and bringing penne and polpetti  to 
Driggs Avenue this spring . 

Give me some honey:
In other expansion news, 
cozy  Cobble Hill café 
Ted and Honey  has 
opened a spacious new 
eatery called BLDG 92 at 
the Brooklyn Navy Yard 
Center. They now have 
a full-fledged catering 
division as well — Parker 
Red Culinary Events — 
which exclusively sup-
plies food to the 8,000 
square food event space. 
Caramelized banana and 
maple oatmeal for every-
one!

Happy trailers: 3rd Ward’s bygone Goods truck, a restored 
1946 trailer that briefly peddled burgers, dogs, and fried 
green tomato sandwiches on the corner of Metropolitan 
Avenue and Lorimer Street, will see new life as an art deco-
styled Mexican eats truck called Zona Rosa.  According to 
dnainfo.com , the owners of Mesa Coyoacan will serve tacos 
and margaritas to Williamsburg revelers late into the night.

Set in stone: Brownstoner reports that Slope fave Stone Park 
Café is expanding into the shuttered  Pizza Rustica space next 
door , opening a catering hall for scheduled, special events. 
We presume that doesn’t include emergency brunches for 
four at 12:30 pm on a Sunday morning. 

Do the brew: Our friends at The Local (hey there, Kuntzman!) 
report that  the DeKalb Market will boast a brand new 
wine-and-beer license  when it reopens this spring. Cheeky 
Sandwiches, Robicelli’s cupcakes, indie designer duds and 
now craft suds too? Forget the Fulton Mall, come April, 
we’re not leaving Willoughby Street.

So meaty: Bay Ridge’s Burger Bistro has ruled the neighbor-
hood’s ground-protein scene since 2010 — think antelope, 
elk, kobe, veal osso bucco, shrimp scampi,  and of course, 
donut  — so it was only a matter of time before Brownstone 
Brooklyn angled for a taste. Park Slope will add to its grow-
ing bounty of culinary riches with a 1,000 square foot Fifth 
Avenue outpost this March.

RESTAURANT GOSSIP
BY SARAH ZORN

Chris Ted Jackson (with his child Sofie 
Jackson), owner of Ted and Honey cafe 
in Cobble Hill, recently opened an eat-
ery in the Brooklyn Navy Yard Center.

Photo by Bess Adler

It’s a Bath Beach pork party
By Sarah Zorn

Call it a farewell to the flesh.
Two fun-fueled weeks of music, 

dancing, debauchery, and general 
gastronomic excess, Carnevale — which 
has been celebrated in Italy since ancient 
times — is the perfect way for the faithful 
to gear up for the rigors of Lent, and share 
in the spoils of the family pig before a long, 
40-day fast. 

Can’t afford a trip to Italy? Modern 
day celebrants — and those just looking 
for a good excuse to eat copious amounts 
of animal product — have been flocking 
to Tommaso Restaurant in Bath Beach for 
years. 

“This is my 40th run-around,” said 
chef/owner Tommaso Verdillo, who duti-
fully greets each season by dusting off his 
Pagliacci costume, decking out the dining 
room with vividly colored balloons and tra-
ditional masks, and heading to the kitchen 
to prepare fantastic, pork-tastic feasts.

“Carnevale is so wonderful, because it’s 
a moment of true gaiety in the harshness 
of winter,” he added. “That’s what keeps 
people coming back year after year, along 
with the food, the tradition, and the authen-
ticity of it all.”

Translation — go hungry, go with friends, 
and don’t go looking for vegetables.

The formidable prixe-fixe includes a 
waistband-busting spread of 15 family-
style appetizers, an individual pasta/soup 
course, a protein, and a dessert; most 
dishes prominently feature the Other White 
Meat.

Think tender-skin braised with cabbage, 
pork-stuffed rice balls, porchetta sand-
wiches, protein-packed lasagna, veal rolled 
with pancetta and a heady minestra soup 
with noodles and broad beans, redolent of 
long-simmered bones.

Even dessert is a carnivore’s delight 

— a creamy chocolate pudding called san-
guinaccio, which comes thickened with 
blood — (beef, not pork). Just like old 
times!

The star of the banquet, however, is a 
whole roasted suckling pig, smiling tooth-
ily from its perch of oranges and lettuce. 

The little porker shares center stage 
with Verdillo himself, a Juilliard-trained 
opera singer who regales guests with 
arias between courses. A little “Finiculi, 
Finicula” with your antipasti, anyone?

“What gets me excited is that I can keep 
a tradition, which in turn, gets people in 
contact with their roots; their raison d’etre,” 
Verdillo said. 

“This is my raison d’etre,” he added. “I 
don’t want to just sell veal cutlet parmesan 
and fettuccine alfredo —not that there’s 
anything wrong with that, but it doesn’t 
make me feel like I’ve done something; am 
continuing something. This celebration is 
important to people, and that means more 
to me than anything else.”

Carnevale at Tommaso’s Restaurant 
[1464 86th St. between 14th Avenue and 
Bay Seventh Street in Bath Beach, (718) 
236-9883]. Reservations from 5 pm–10 pm 
through February 21st, $40 a person on 
weekdays, $45 on Friday and Sunday, and 
$50 on Saturday and Tuesday.

This moonshine’s chock full of chocolate
By Kate Briquelet

When life gives you 
leftover cocoa 
husks, make choc-

olate moonshine!
Kings County Distillery 

has released a new, no-
nonsense corn whiskey that 

tastes like bitter dark choc-
olate in a bottle — taking 

its award-winning but tangy 
hooch to another, more sumptu-

ous level.
Co-founder Colin Spoelman 

said that the recipe was born after 
his crew visited Mast Brothers, a 
Williamsburg chocolate maker, 
and eyed a gratis bushel of husks 
— a crumbly byproduct of their 
bars that’s often used for mulch.

“We stuffed them in a bottle 
and knew we were onto some-
thing,” Spoelman said. “I’m usu-
ally skeptical of anything fla-
vored or infused, but this was just 
so good.”

There’s no sugar or milk added 
to this muddy mountain dew, and 

Spoelman is counting on drink-
ers to find the best mixers. He 
suggests adding it to coffee or 
sipping it slowly for a postpran-
dial treat.

“It’s good for someone who 
either likes whiskey or chocolate 
— which includes most people,” 
Spoelman said. “There’s not a 
whole lot else like it out there.”

The brown lightning sells for 
about $20 and is part of a 2,000-
bottle test run. For info, visit 
kingscountydistillery.com.

Terroir wine bar to replace Great Lakes
By Natalie O’Neill

Great Lakes dried up, but 
its Park Slope storefront 
won’t stay barren for 

long.
An upscale wine bar will 

open in the paint-chipped 
building that once housed 
Great Lakes Bar in Park Slope, 
replacing Midwestern hipsters 
with Manhattan sipsters.

Owners of Terroir — a 
mini vino-shilling empire that 
boasts locations in Tribeca, the 
East Village and Midtown — 
will open their first Brooklyn 
outpost on Fifth Avenue and 
First Street.

Co-owner Marco Canora 
said he and partners chose the 
recently shuttered space for 

two reasons: They’re impressed 
with neighborhood’s top-quali-
ty restaurants and food culture, 
and they’re excited to finally 
run a bar in a building with no 
upstairs neighbors (welcome to 
Brooklyn, boys!).

“It’s cool to think about: 
The whole space is ours,” he 
said. “And we really love that 
corner of the neighborhood.”

Great Lakes, a low key, 
Midwestern-inspired dive, 
closed after 15 years of sling-
ing pints to the sound of a killer 
jukebox in early December of 
last year after the landlord raised 
the rent, bartenders told us.

The venue has sat empty 
since and was tagged with white 
graffiti last month, prompting a 
few gripes from neighbors.

Canora and partners will 
now open the self-dubbed  “elit-
ist wine bar for everyone,”  
offering $6 glasses of Malbec, 
Soave and Cotes du Rhone by 
this summer. 

They’ll also redesign the 
place using Park Slope history 
as inspiration and will offer 
dishes such as grilled calamari 
with chickpeas and veal meat-
balls.

“We’re thrilled,” Canora 
said.

Marco Canora, owner of Terroir 
Wine Bar in Manhattan, is jazzed to 
cross the West River and settle into 
Terroir’s new Brooklyn outpost in 
Park Slope, where the Great Lakes 
Bar used to be.

Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Tomasso’s Restaurant owner Tommaso Verdillo 
dons a festive  costume — hand-made by his sister 
— and shows off a roast suckling pig at his annual 
Carnevale celebration in Bath Beach.

Photo by Alice Proujansky
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Texan breakfast pastries 
make their way to Brooklyn

By Sarah Zorn

Autumn Stanford is the Queen of 
Kolaches.

No clue what a kolache (pronounced 
ko-la-chee) is?

That’ll hardly come as surprise to Stanford 
— the owner of the upcoming Brooklyn Kolache 
Co. in Bed Stuy — whose mission statement is to 
get the borough hooked on the sweet and savory 
Czechoslovakian pastries so popular in her home 
state of Texas.

“Kolache’s are an obsession there — you can 
find them in any donut shop or gas station at 
the side of the road,” Stamford said. “They’re 
made with a slightly sweet, chewy, yeasty dough 
wrapped around fillings like strawberry, cottage 
cheese, poppy seed or cherry, or even ham, egg, 
hot dog, or jalapeno.”

“It’s like an ultra-portable, grab-and-go, self 
contained breakfast sandwich — perfect for New 
York, really,” she added. “I was kind of amazed I 
couldn’t find them anywhere here.”

That’s why Stamford decided to take matters 
into her own hands, signing a lease on a 1,000 
square foot space (with additional backyard) 
with the hopes of opening her own shop by the 
end of March.

“I want to make this a great place for the 
neighborhood,” Stamford said. “One that can be 
used for meet-ups and community board meet-
ings. A place where moms can put their kids 

down for a second and relax with a good cup of 
coffee and something delicious to eat.”

That being said, Stamford fully expects the 
bulk of her business to come from harried morn-
ing commuters.

“The other thing that makes kolaches perfect 
for New York is that they’re made in advance and 
just kept warm — it’s not like ordering a break-
fast sandwich and having to wait five minutes 
while someone fries the eggs,” she said.

“You can eat these on the run. You can 
eat them on the train. You can order up a few 
kolaches along with a cup of coffee and be out 
the door seconds.”

Brooklyn Kolache Co [520 DeKalb Ave. 
between Skillman Street and Bedford Avenue in 
Bedford Stuyvesant]. For more info, visit www.
brooklynkolacheco.com.

A whole lotta kolaches: Autumn Stanford, owner of the 
Brooklyn Kolache Company, shows off her homemade 
savory and sweet kolaches.

Photo by Elizabeth Graham

inside. This Asian-fusion reimagining of the Brussels sprout is 
indicative of the vegetable’s resurgence: it’s crept its way into 
every cuisine.

Chuko [552 Vanderbilt Ave. at Dean Street in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 576-6701]

The Vanderbilt, $5
There’s a reason the Vanderbilt’s 

Brussels are perhaps the most 
celebrated in Brooklyn. These 
little guys are halved and 
lightly deep fried, leaving the 
outside leaves hot, crisp and 
oily, and the insides warm 
and tender, but never too 
soft. Then, they’re tossed in 
a vinaigrette made with 

Sriracha, honey and fresh 
lime, with a spare sprin-

kle of cilantro and 
sesame seeds ontop. The 

Sriracha kick lingers on the 
tongue, and in the back of the throat, just long enough to 
bring some heat, while the honey and lime complement each other, 
creating a versatile flavor trajectory that includes sweet, spicy, 
salty, smoky, and sour at once. 

The Vanderbilt [570 Vanderbilt Ave. at Bergen Street in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 623-0570]

Prime Meats, $7
In typical Prime Meats fashion, these beautiful Brussels are 

tossed with — you guessed it — 
bacon. But that’s not all: these 
pan-fried Brussels served 
with a liberal sprinkle 
of thick, savory, smoky 
bacon bits are also gener-
ously adorned with plump 
pink pomegranate seeds, 
adding a sweet, sour and 
fresh pop to every bite.

Prime Meats [465 Court 
St. at Luquer Streets in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 254-0327]

Vinegar Hill House, $8
Everything at Vinegar 

Hill House is scrumptious, 
and the tender, lightly 

fried Brussels sprouts 
are no exception. 
Slathered in thick, 

tangy whole-
grain mustard 
and topped with 
toasted hazelnuts, 
these Brussels 
are satisfying and 
flavorful without 

being too heavy or overpow-
ering; the perfect side to any 

dish. But take warning: you might not want to share.
Vinegar Hill House [72 Hudson Ave. between Front and Water 

streets in Vinegar Hill, (718) 522-1018]

No. 7, $6
Brussels sprouts with 

chili and garlic — simple, 
sophisticated, largely 
absent of bells, whis-
tles, and heavy sauces, 
allowing the integrity 
of the versatile vegeta-
ble to shine. 

No. 7 [7 Greene Ave. 
between Cumberland and 
S. Oxford streets in Fort 
Greene, (718) 522-6370]

Five Leaves, $8
These Brussels sprouts are topped 

with whole pecans that gives this 
dish a toasty, nutty flavor — 

not to mention a serious 
crunch. Additionally, 
these lightly fried mini 
cabbages are tossed 
with a few sprigs of 
salad greens, pro-
viding a healthy and 
fresh-tasting topping 

to this sweet, sticky, 
spicy, mouth-wateringly 

delicious side dish.
Five Leaves [18 Bedford 

Ave. at Lorimer Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383-5346]

Continued from page 31
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FRI, FEB. 17
WORKSHOP, FUN FRIDAYS: Chil-

dren get together with friends 
and play video games, draw and 
read. Free. 4 pm. Eastern Park-
way Public Library [1044 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Kingston Avenue in 
Crown Heights, (718) 778-9330], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

MUSIC, WILLIAM HOOKER: Free. 
8 pm. BAMCafe [30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place and 
St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4129], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE 
LEADER”: An evening of short 
plays about cults. 8:30 pm. 
Triskelion Arts [118 N. 11th St. 
between Berry Street and Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (917) 
270-7279], www.PanickedPro-
ductions.com. 

SAT, FEB. 18
PERFORMANCE

MUSIC, FLEETWOOD MAC 
COVER SHOW: Indie rock 
not-so-supergroup to perform 
Fleetwood Mac’s 1982 album 
“Mirage.” $12. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855-3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE 
LEADER”: 8:30 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 17. 

MUSIC, THE JAZZ TWINS: The 
twin Le Boeuf brothers take over 
Sycamore for a night of uncanny 
jazz. $10. 10pm. Sycamore [1118 
Cortelyou Rd. between Stratford 
and Westminster roads in Dit-
mas Park, (347) 240-5850], www.
sycamorebrooklyn.com. 

OTHER
TAX HELP: State Sen. Marty 

Golden is sponsoring income 
tax preparation for seniors; by 
appointment only. Free. 9 –11:30 
am. District offi ce [7408 Fifth 
Ave. at 74th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 238-6044]. 

TAX HELP: Need help with fi ling 
your returns? LIU Brooklyn is 
offering to prepare forms for se-
niors, disabled people and low-
income families. Appointment 
necessary. Bring valid photo ID, 
social security cards for depen-
dents and self; income records 
including W-2s and 1099s and 
if possible last year’s returns. 
Free. 10 am to 2 pm. Long Island 
University [DeKalb and Flatbush 
avenues in Downtown, (718) 
780-4062]. 

CITIZENSHIP PREP: For immigrants 
planning on applying for US citi-
zenship. Registration required. 
Free. 10:30 am–1:30 pm and 
1:30–4:30 pm. Prospect Park 
YMCA [357 Ninth St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 768-
7100], www.ymcanyc.org. 

READING, MARTHA SOUTH-
GATE: The author discusses her 
new book “The Taste of Salt.” 
Free. 4 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch [Flat-
bush Ave. at Eastern Parkway in 
Grand Army Plaza in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org.

SUN, FEB. 19
PERFORMANCE

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE 
LEADER”: 8:30 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 17. 

OTHER
READING, MAIRA KALMAN AND 

MARGARET MCNAMERA: Au-
thors of “Looking at Lincoln” and 
“George Washington’s Birth-
day,” respectively, will celebrate 
President’s Day. Free. 3 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666-3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

MON, FEB. 20
WORKSHOP, COMPUTER BASICS: 

Adults learn basic skills. No ex-
perience necessary. Free. 1 pm. 
Eastern Parkway Public Library 
[1044 Eastern Pkwy. at Kingston 
Avenue in Crown Heights, (718) 
778-9330], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

BEGINNER’S ESL: Students learn 
basic structure and vocabulary 
and communicating in English. 
Registration required. Free. 6:15 
to 9:15 pm. Prospect Park YMCA 
[357 Ninth St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 768-7100], 
www.ymcanyc.org. 

BINGO NIGHT: Bring your luck. $3. 
6:45 pm. St. Columba RC Church 
- Auditorium [2245 Kimball St. 
Avenue U and Avenue V in Ma-
rine Park, (718) 338-6265]. 

READING, ELLIS AVERY: Author of 
“The Last Nude.” Free. 7:30 pm. 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 Ful-
ton St. between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246-0200], green-
lightbookstore.com. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE 
LEADER”: 8:30 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 17. 

TUES, FEB. 21
BINGO NIGHT: 11 am. See Mon-

day, Feb. 20. 
WORKSHOP, ENGLISH CON-

VERSATION: Adults practice 
conversational speech. Free. 1 
pm. Coney Island Public Library 
[1901 Mermaid Ave. at West 
19th Street in Coney Island, (718) 
265-3220], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

WORKSHOP, BOOKBINDING FOR 
BEGINNERS WORKSHOP: $25. 
6 pm. WORD [126 Franklin Street 
between Milton and Noble 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 383-
0096], www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

BEGINNER’S ESL: 6:15 to 9:15 pm. 
See Monday, Feb. 20. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE 
LEADER”: 8:30 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 17. 

WED, FEB. 22
WORKSHOP, HOMEWORK HELP: 

Children get after school help 
with assignments. Free. 4:30 pm. 
Eastern Parkway Public Library 
[1044 Eastern Pkwy. at Kingston 
Avenue in Crown Heights, (718) 

778-9330], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

WORKSHOP, TANGO LESSONS: 
For adults and youngsters inter-
ested in ballroom dancing. No 
experience and no partners nec-
essary. Sponsored by the FIAO 
Beacon program. Pre-registra-
tion for youngsters required. 
Free. 6 pm–9 pm. IS 96 [99 Ave. 
P at W. 11th Street in Benson-
hurst, (718) 232-2266]. 

BEGINNER’S ESL: 6:15 to 9:15 pm. 
See Monday, Feb. 20. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE 
LEADER”: 8:30 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 17. 

THURS, FEB. 23
BLACK MIGRATIONS: Keynote 

speaker Dr. Jo-Ann Graham 
discusses Black History month, 
followed by a performance by 
the Choir and black Theater stu-
dents. Free. 10 am–2 pm. New 
York City College of Technology 
Klitgord Center Auditorium [285 
Jay St. at Tillary Street in Down-
town, (718) 260-5102], www.
citytech.cuny.edu. 

TALK, BLACK MIGRATIONS: A lec-
ture. Free. 10 am. New York City 
College of Technology Klitgord 
Center Auditorium [285 Jay St. 
at Tillary Street in Downtown, 
(718) 260-5102], www.citytech.
cuny.edu. 

WORKSHOP, ENGLISH CONVER-
SATION: 1 pm. See Tuesday, 
Feb. 21. 

WORKSHOP, BOOK DISCUSSION: 
For adults; call for titles. Free. 
2 pm. Gravesend Public Library 
[303 Ave. X between West First 
and West Second streets in Gra-
vesend, (718) 382-5792], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

WORKSHOP, CROCHET: Adults 
meet every week and work on 
their projects. 2 pm. Midwood 
Public Library [975 E. 16th St. 
between Avenues J and I in 
Midwood, (718) 252-0967], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

TAX HELP: 6–8 pm. See Saturday, 
Feb. 18. 

BEGINNER’S ESL: 6:15 to 9:15 pm. 
See Monday, Feb. 20. 

TALK, ALISON BECHDEL: Author 
of “Starting form Paumanok” will 
deliver a lecture. Free. 6:30 pm–
8:30 pm. Long Island University 

[DeKalb and Flatbush avenues 
in Downtown, (718) 488-1624], 
www.brooklyn.liu.edu. 

TALK, ALISON BECHDEL: Interna-
tionally acclaimed lesbian car-
toonist will deliver the Paumanok 
Lecture. Free. 6:30 pm. Long 
Island University [DeKalb and 
Flatbush avenues in Downtown, 
(718) 488-1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE 
LEADER”: 8:30 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 17. 

FRI, FEB. 24
TAX HELP: 10 am to 2 pm. See Sat-

urday, Feb. 18. 
WORKSHOP, FUN FRIDAYS: 4 pm. 

See Friday, Feb. 17. 
MUSIC, ESNAVI: Free. 8 pm. BAM-

Cafe [30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4129], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “THE UNEXPECTED 
GUEST”: A performance by the 
Narrows Community Theater. 
$20. 8 pm. St. Patrick’s Audito-
rium [97th St. at Fourth Avenue 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 482 3173], 
www.NarrowsCommunityThe-
ater.com. 

THEATER, “FOLLOW THE 
LEADER”: 8:30 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 17. 

SAT, FEB. 25
PERFORMANCE

THEATER, “THE UNEXPECTED 
GUEST”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 24. 

THEATER, “THE UNEXPECTED 
GUEST”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 24. 

OTHER
TAX HELP: 9 –11:30 am. See Satur-

day, Feb. 18. 
TAX HELP: 10 am to 2 pm. See Sat-

urday, Feb. 18. 
CITIZENSHIP PREP: 10:30 am–1:30 

pm and 1:30–4:30 pm. See Sat-
urday, Feb. 18. 

CLASSIC COCKTAIL COURSE: 
rum: Learn to make a variety 
of rum cocktails. $45. 5 pm. 
Sycamore [1118 Cortelyou Rd. 
between Stratford and Westmin-
ster roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240-5850], www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com.

Who can you always count on when you’re in a 
bind and need a good book? Your neighborhood 
bookstore, of course, whose employees read all 

the newest books before you do. That’s why we’re running 
this semi-regular column featuring must-reads, handpicked 
and written about by the staff at some of our favorite inde-
pendent bookstores in Brooklyn.

The BookMark Shoppe’s pick: “The 
Best American Short Stories of 2011”

“The Best American Short Stories of 
2011” edited by Geraldine Brooks is a 
good choice to read during our short-
est month of the year! When I don’t 
have much free time, short stories are 
a great choice so I can easily pick up 
where I left off. The Best American 
Series chooses top writers to con-
tribute to each of their volumes, 
including mysteries, essays, sports 
writing, and short stories.  My pick 
is in this collection is “Housewifely 
Arts,” by Megan Mayhew Bergman.

— Bina Valenzano, co-owner, The BookMark Shoppe 
[8415 Third Ave. between 84th and 85th streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 833-5115].

Greenlight’s pick: “What We Talk 
About When We Talk 
About Anne Frank: 
Stories”

Nathan Englander’s new collec-
tion of stories,”What We Talk About 
When We Talk About Anne Frank,” 
is probably going to be one of the 
most talked about books this season.  
His stories range from the bitter-
sweet (“The Reader”) to the shock-
ing (“Camp Sundown”).  There were 
stories in this new collection that I adored and others 
that left me winded, but I can tell you one thing, it’s a collection 
of work I won’t soon forget.  It’s well-crafted, engaging and 
without a doubt thought-provoking.  Englander will discuss 
this new collection with friend and fellow writer, Colum 
McCann (author of the National Book Award-winning novel, 
LET THE GREAT WORLD SPIN) on Thursday, February 
9th.  I, for one, can’t wait!

— Emily Russo Murtagh, interim events coordinator, 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246-0200].

WORD’s pick: “The Orphan Master’s Son”
In this great novel set in modern 

North Korea, Johnson has taken bizarre 
Kim Jong Il anecdotes, the horror sto-
ries of defectors, and his own experi-
ences and combined them into a book 
that reminds us that behind the lives 
we can barely understand, there are 
people who want the same things 
we do. Fittingly, it’s darkly funny 
and absurdly serious. When most 
Americans talk about North Korea, 
they talk about how they can’t even 
begin to imagine what it’s like over there — with this 
book, Johnson gives us a good place to start.

— Stephanie Anderson, event manager, WORD [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383-0096].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
Brooklyn’s best 

booksellers

“The Best American Short Stories of 
2011” edited by Geraldine Brooks is a 
good choice to read during our short-
est month of the year! When I don’t 
have much free time, short stories are 

is in this collection is “Housewifely 

Nathan Englander’s new collec-

ing (“Camp Sundown”).  There were 
stories in this new collection that I adored and others 

In this great novel set in modern 
North Korea, Johnson has taken bizarre 
Kim Jong Il anecdotes, the horror sto-
ries of defectors, and his own experi-
ences and combined them into a book 
that reminds us that behind the lives 

begin to imagine what it’s like over there — with this 

Join Maira Kalman, author of “Looking at Lincoln,” for a Presidents’ 
Day reading and party at powerHouse Arena on Feb. 20.

Photo by Rick Meyerowitz
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Bringing Manhattan Dining to Brooklyn

Heaven by Russo  2338 Coney Island Ave.  Brooklyn, NY 11223  718-362-0408  www.HeavenRusso.com

Restaurant
Upscale Dining in Brooklyn  Owned by International Pop Star Avraam Russo

Call to make 
your reservation today

In our Mediterranean Fusion Menu, 
we use only Organic Produce

Grand Opening 
Special for the Month of February 

20% DISCOUNT  
Expires 02/29/12

Menu Items:
Salads:
Smoked Salmon Salad (smoked Salmon, Organic Spring Greens, Masago, 
Paneer Dressing) .....$12
Poulard Salad Smoked (Chicken Chops, Organic Mixed Greens, 
Tropical sauce) .....$12
Game Salad (Beef Tenderloins, Lingo berry Sauce, Organic mixed Greens) .....$15
Classic Greek Salad (Avraam Russo Style) .....$9
Cyprus Salad (Grilled Eggplant, Organic Mixed Greens, Pumpkin Seeds, 
Goat Cheese) .....$14
Kani Salad.....$10

Cold Appetizers:
Mediterranean Mezze Platter (Hummus, Babaganoush, Taramosalata, 
Turkish Salad, Mixed Pickled Vegetables) .....$15
Baba Ganoush Spread.....$7  Hummus Spread.....$7

Hot Appetizers:
Calamari Fritti.....$11  Turkish Style Liver Cubes.....$10
Cheese Cigars.....$8
Quattro Formaggio Puff Pastry (2 pieces) .....$6
Thai Salad w/ Beef.....$14, w/ Salmon.....$15, w/ Shrimps.....$16

Meat:
Side order choice of Vegetable, Rice, Mashed Potatoes or French Fries
Rib Eye Steak.....$23  Organic Veal Chops.....$25  Filet Mignion.....$23 
Lamb Chops.....$26 
Asado Beef Short Ribs (in a barbecue Cabernet Sauce) .....$25
Beef Shish Kebab.....$18

Poultry:
Side order choice of Vegetable, Rice, Mashed Potatoes or French Fries
Griiled Chicken Breast.....$14  Chicken Shish Kebab.....$12

Mediterranean Style Fish:
Fish Side Order Choice of Vegetable, Rice, Mashed Potatoes or 
French Fries
Grilled Salmon.....$18  Grilled Chilean Sea Bass.....$25
Branzino (Grilled or Fried) .....$21   Trout (Grilled or Fried) .....$18 
St. Peter’s Tilapia (Grilled or Fried) .....$21  Freid Flounder.....$19 (Fish of The Day)

Seafood:
Grilled Shrimps in Scampi Sauce.....$16  Mixed Seafood Platter.....$25

Desserts:
New York Cheesecake.....$9  Tiramisu.....$9  Napoleon Cake.....$8
Ice Cream.....$8  Mango Cake.....$9  Tartufo.....$8
Marseille Chocolate Cake 
(Served warm w/ ice cream) .....$12

 We can accommodate any event
 We have Live Music nights and DJ nights
 We have a Full Bar

We’re Open For 
Lunch
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GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

LIVE MUSIC

KARAOKE

Thursday, February 16 - Paul Dewolfe - 7 pm
Friday, February 17 - Piranha Brothers - 9 pm

 Saturday, February 18 - Frankie Marra - 10 pm
Sunday, February 19 - Presidents Day Weekend

Blues Circus - 9 pm

Value up to $16 with your party of 4 or more
Redeem Your Free Dinner, Within a Month

Before or After Your Actual Birthday!

Cappuccino Café

718-989-8951
7721 3rd Avenue

Bay Ridge Brooklyn

718-989-8951
11am - 11pm Sun.–Thurs.

11am - 1am Fri. & Sat.
Free Delivery

Price Includes

Choice of Beverage
Soda, Bottle Water, Coffee, Tea, Cappuccino Cafe

Cafe Club Sandwich-Triple Decker with Ham, Cheese
Turkey Bacon, Lettuce, Tomato with Fresh Cut French Fries
Cafe Burger-Bacon, Cheeseburger with Lettuce, Tomato 
Pickle & Onion served with Fresh Cut French Fries

Grilled Chicken on Nan Bread with Basil and 
Olive Spread, with Garden Greens & Raspberry Vinaigrette

Served with Caesar Salad & Fresh 
Cut French Fries

Turkey and Ham with Swiss 
Cheese served in a Garlic Herb Tortilla

Julienne Sliced Chicken, Bacon Garden 
Greens, Tomato and Honey Dijon Dressing on a Flat Tortilla

Breaded Chicken Fingers, 
Franks, Hot Sauce, Blue Cheese, Lettuce and Diced Tomato, 
Celery served in a Flat Tortilla

Brownie or Cookies

  Y
ou

r P
lace  Our Place

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952 GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952
 COMPLETE DINNER MENU COMPLETE DINNER MENU

APPETIZER
Soup Du Jour

Fresh Fruit Plate
Eggplant Rolletini
French Onion Soup
Pasta Of The Day
Fried Calamari
Seafood Salad

Stuffed Mushrooms
Cilegine

House Salad
Zuppa De Mussels 

Grand Caesar Salad 
Shrimp Cocktail $5 Extra

Baked Clams $5 Extra

DESSERTS
Brownie  Cheesecake  Apple Strudel  Chocolate Mousse

Vanilla Ice Cream  Vanilla Ice Cream  Sherbert  Fresh Fruit 
Coffee or Tea

ENTRÉES
Roast Loin Of Pork 

With Baconkraut And 
Bass Ale Gravy 

Boneless Chicken Breast
Veal Scaloppini 

Grilled Pork Chop
Marinated Sliced Flank Steak

Broiled Tilapia Oreganata
Rigatoni Broccoli Rabe

Penne Ala Vodka
Vegetable Lasagna
Linguini Primavera 
Lasagna Bolognese
Seafood Linguini

$2500
Plus Tax and Gratuity

$2500

PREMIUM DINNER MENUPREMIUM DINNER MENU
ENTRÉES

$3500
Plus Tax and Gratuity

$3500

APPETIZER
Soup Du Jour

Fresh Fruit Plate
Pasta Of The Day

French Onion Soup
Seafood Salad

Zuppa De Mussels 
Eggplant Rolletini

Stuffed Mushrooms
Cilegine

Fried Calamari
Grand Caesar Salad 

House Salad
Shrimp Cocktail

Baked Clams

Filet Of Sole
JR Seafood Platter

Sautéed Shrimp
Salmon Filet

RJ Mixed Grill
Boneless 14oz. Shell Steak

Filet Mignon - Add $5
Twin Lobster Tails - Add $5

Surf N’ Turf - Add $5

Rack Of Lamb 
For Two

Chateaubriand 
For Two

Seafood Festival 
For Two

$6800
Plus Tax and Gratuity

$6800

All Entrees served 
with Potato or Rice 
& Vegetable Garni

DESSERTS
Peach Melba  Crème Brulee  Brownie Overload  Ice Cream Banana Sundae

Apple Strudel Ala Mode  Fresh Fruit Plate  Whipped Chocolate Mousse  Cheesecake 
Chocolate Musse Pie  Chocolate Mousse Cheesecake  Ice Cream Or Sherbet

Tiramisu
Coffee Or Tea
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STARTS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17

 “THE
  FUNNIEST COMEDY OF THE YEAR.”

JOEL AMOS, MOVIEFANATIC.COM

 “THE MOST FUN YOU CAN HAVE AT THE MOVIES.”
MARIA SALAS, TERRA.COM
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*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & MV fees which are additional and may be payable upon consummation.
§Amount of credit may vary. Must show proof of current pay stub, proof of address, and driver's license and registration. See dealer for details.
Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Photos used for illustrative purposes only. Offer expires 2/23/12. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN SUNDAY 11-5

www.PREMIERFORDSALES.com

•
M

UN
ICIPAL CREDIT UNIO

N
•

PARTICIPATING DEALE
R

Auto Netuto NetAuto Net
WELCOME MCU

MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

To Long Island

Kings Plaza
Mall

Kings Highway Utica Ave.

Avenue U

BELT PARKWAY

To Verrazano

★

EASY ON, EASY
OFF EXIT 11N
BELT PARKWAY

5001 Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

1-718-258-7200
1-800 - 450 - 3129

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL FORD &

LINCOLN/MERCURY VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

2009 TOYOTA COROLLA

2008 FORD

FUSION
Auto,
4Cyl, P/W,
P/L, P/M,
75K Mi,
Stk#5980F

$8,979
*

BROOKLYN’S BEST
SELECTION & PRICING!

ni
ss

an
•t

oy
ot

a
•l

ex
us

•h
on

da
•b

m
w

•m
az

da
•h

yu
nd

ai
•k

ia
•f

or
d

•l
in

co
ln

•
su

ba
ru

•
sa

ab
•m

er
ce

de
s

•f
or

d

2007 FORD

FREESTAR
V6, Auto,
P/W,
P/L, P/M,
58K Mi,
Stk#6050F

$11,298
*

2007 FORD

FOCUS SES
Automatic
Transmission,
A/C, 52K Mi,
Stk#6264F$9,780

*

SType, Auto,
S/Roof,
20K Mi,
Stk#6269F

$13,545
*

2010 CHEVY MALIBU
Auto, 4Cyl, P/W,
P/L, Alloys,
S/Roof, Gold,
48K Mi, Stk#6051F

$13,897
*

2006 FORD EXPEDITION 4X4
Auto,
7 Passenger,
67K Mi,
Stk#6040F

$13,428
*

2009 HONDA CIVIC
Auto, P/W,
P/L, P/M,
Red, 19K Mi.,
Stk#6269F

$14,370
*

2010 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY
7 Passenger,
Auto, P/W, P/L,
P/Mirr, Red,
58K Mi, Stk6113F

$14,982
*

2010 MERCURY MILAN
Auto, P/W, P/L,
P/M, M/Roof,
Black, 24K mi,
Stk#5893F

$14,998
*

2010 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS LS
Auto, Red,
Lthr, P/W,
P/L, 28K Mi,
Stk#5974F

$15,267
*

2011 NISSAN ALTIMA
Auto, Red,
4Cyl, CVT,
32K Mi,
Stk#6357F

$15,932
*

2010 FORD EXPLORER XLT 4X4
Auto,
Red,
52K Mi,
Stk#6201F

$17,487
*

2010 FORD MUSTANG
V6, Auto,
Convertible,
Black, 26K Mi,
Stk#5798F

$18,995
*

2009 LINCOLN MKZ AWD
Auto, Black,
S/Roof, Nav,
19K Mi,
Stk#6228F

$19,397
*

2010 FORD FLEX
Auto, V6, P/W,
P/L, P/M, Blk,
33K Mi,
Stk#5939F

$19,999
*

2010 BMW 128I
Auto,
Gray,
21K Mi,
Stk#6116F

$24,990
*

2010 LINCOLN MKX
Auto, Black,
Loaded,
31K Mi,
Stk#6358F

$26,596
*

2010 MERCEDES BENZ C300 AWD
Auto, Gold,
S/Roof,
16K Mi,
Stk#61156F

$27,985
*

PRE OWNED OUTLET!
ALL MAKES & MODELSSUV’S • 4X4’S • DOMESTICS!IMPORTS! • LUXURY!

ALL MAKES & MODELSSUV’S • 4X4’S • DOMESTICS!IMPORTS! • LUXURY!
BAD

CREDIT,
SO

WHAT!
100%

APPROVAL!

OUR
GOAL
IS

§

If You Have A Current Pay Stub And A Steady Job,You Can Qualify, Regardless Of Past Credit History.

nissan
•toyota

•lexus
•honda

•bm
w

•m
azda

•hyundai•kia
•ford

•lincoln
•

subaru
•

saab
•m

ercedes
•ford
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• ‘It’s nice to play again. Basketball 
is like our getaway, it takes us 
away from everything.’

• ‘I’m planning to 
win this as long 
as we can.’

BY ZACH BRAZILLER
Talk about a perfect 10!
East New York’s Thomas Jeffer-

son High School’s Orange Wave, who 
started out as an inexperienced and 
unknown team, has crashed down on 
its competition this season, capping a 
10-game winning streak with a 66–62 
victory over Bedford Stuyvesant’s 
Boys and Girls High School during 
Saturday’s Brooklyn borough fi nal at 
York College in Queens.

“This proves we’re really No. 1,” 
Jefferson swingman Thaddeus Hall 
said after the No. 1 Orange Wave won 
its fi rst borough title since the Public 
School Athletic League organized the 
format 11 years ago. “It’s not a fl uke.”

Hall, a gifted 6-foot-4 senior, was 
brilliant, pouring in 32 points — Jef-
ferson coach Lawrence (Bud) Pollard’s 
number in his playing days and a sea-
son-high — grabbing 13 points and do-
ing fi ne work defensively on Boys and 
Girls standout Leroy (Truck) Fludd.

“He has the fi re you can’t [teach], 
that, ‘I’m not losing, it’s my senior 
year,’ ” the coach said. “When he came 
back [from a back injury], he said 
we’re not losing anymore. He backed 
it up. He talked the talk and he walked 
the walk.”

Hall almost single-handedly lifted 
Jefferson (21–5) out of a 14-point, 
third-quarter defi cit. The uncommit-
ted senior southpaw scored 21 points 
in the second half with a mix of furi-
ous drives to the hoop and smooth 
jump shots. He scored seven points in 
a game-turning 21–4 run bookending 
the end of the third quarter and start 
of the fourth and gave Jefferson the 
lead for the fi nal time with two free 
throws with 33.3 seconds left.

“Today he carried the team on his 
back,” said reserve guard Rashard 
Moody, who was signifi cant in his 
own right, scoring 13 points and add-
ing fi ve assists off the bench. “He took 
over the game.”

Hall has enjoyed his best perfor-
mances against rivals Boys High and 
Lincoln — nationally recognized pro-
grams that have combined to win the 

last six city titles. He put up a com-
bined 51 in wins over the two late in 
the regular season.

He took particular pride in taking 
on Fludd, the uncommitted Kanga-
roos star who led Boys High to a 37–25 
halftime lead with 14 points.

Hall used his length and quick-
ness against the physical Fludd, going 
around him and shooting over him. 
Whereas Hall was unconscious, Fludd 

managed just six points in the fi nal 
two quarters, though he did make big 
jump shots late in the fourth quarter.

“I’m the best player in the city — 
I’m going to keep saying it,” boasted 
Hall, who doesn’t count modesty as a 
character trait. “Truck can’t guard 
me; I don’t know why he keeps trying 
to guard me. He’s too slow.”

Jefferson started remarkably slow 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The Medgar Evers Cou-

gars relay team won their 
second straight crown on 
Feb. 11 — thanks to star 
junior Kadecia “the bul-
let” Baird, who owns the 
fourth fastest relay time 
in the country. 

Baird’s teammates 
had slimmed Benjamin 
N. Cardozo High School’s 
lead with each leg at the 
Millrose Games, so when 
Baird took the baton she 
was well within striking 
distance of the Judges’ 
Alexis Panisse.

“We knew Cardozo 
was going to put their 
strongest leg to lead 
off,” Baird said. “All we 
wanted to do was to keep 
it close so I could bring 
the victory home.”

Baird, who is nation-
ally ranked at complet-
ing the 400-meter dash at 
55.60, overtook Panisse 
immediately on the back 
straightway and never 
looked back. The Cou-
gars team of Baird, Paige 
Thompson-Charles, Ash-
ley Tasher and Ja’Nai 
Cameron won with a time 
of 3:51.46, their fastest 

of the season to win the 
Public School Athletic 
League girls four-by-400 
meter relay at the Ar-
mory.

Cardozo’s team of 
Lateisha Philson, Akayla 
Anderson, Sabrina South-
erland and Panisse were 
second in 3:52.37. Port 
Richmond was third in 
3:57.63.

“All these girls will be 
back for next year,” Med-
gar Evers coach Shaun 
Dietz said. “I’m planning 
to win this as long as we 
can.”

One of those runners, 
Cameron, is just a fresh-
man. She earned her spot 
in the team early in the 
season after performing 
well at the Bishop Lough-
lin Games in December 
and hasn’t disappointed. 

“I just went out,” Cam-
eron said. “As soon as I 
got the baton I knew I had 
to move because the kids 
on my leg are strong.”

Cardozo was running 
with a tired team. Pa-
nisse, who was in third 
at one point, fi nished 
seventh in the mile and 

— Nazareth’s Sadie Edwards — Medgar Evers coach Shaun Dietz

Continued on Page 43

Medgar Ever’s Kadecia Baird takes her team to the fi nish line dur-
ing the girls relay at the Millrose Games. Photo by William Thomas

Thomas Jefferson’s Thaddeus Hall scored a season-high 32 points in the Orange Wave’s 
66—62 victory over Boys and Girls in the Brooklyn fi nal on Saturday. Photo by Denis Gostev

Medgar Evers wins 
Millrose Games

Jefferson rides 10-game 
streak all the way to title

Continued on Page 43
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BY MIKE MCAVOY
Clinton Hill’s Bishop 

Loughlin made one thing 
clear on Saturday night in 
its Lady Falcons Coaches vs. 
Cancer matchup with Car-
dinal Spellman: if a team is 
looking to run with the Li-
ons, they will get eaten.

Loughlin defeated Spell-
man, 65–54, behind 21 points 
from Ayana Ratliff and 18 
points from Imani Tate at 
Bishop Ford.

A bulk of these points 
came in Loughlin’s transi-
tion game, feeding off it’s 
tough defense. Both Spell-
man and Loughlin opened 
up with the press, but 
Loughlin’s seemed to shake 
Spellman completely off its 
game.

After trading baskets for 
the initial four minutes of 
the fi rst quarter, Loughlin 
went on a 13–0 run to end 
the fi rst, putting the Lions 
ahead 22–10. This run was 
sparked by the gritty de-
fense of Tate and Ratliff, 
who were responsible for all 
13 points during the spurt.

“I was telling [Tate] —  
stay focused and get out in 
transition,” Loughlin coach 
Kasim Alston said. “Stay 
in the game even if the ball 
doesn’t get swung to you.”

Alston explained how 
he wanted his team to feed 
off of its defense, get out in 
transition, and rotate the 
ball. His team followed the 
game plan laid out.

“That’s our team, they’re 
bigger than us so we wanted 
to get out and run instead of 
setting up in half court sets 
because we knew we would 
keep getting blocked,” Tate 
said.

Tate, who always plays 
with a full motor, often fi nds 
herself on the ground more 
than she’s standing up. She 
likes to leave everything out 
on the fl oor, and the more 
she gets knocked down the 
quicker she gets up.

“I’m used to getting hit 
when we’re running and 
going to the basket, that’s 
just how I play,” Tate said. 
“I like it.”

Once Spellman coach 
Jane Morris pulled off the 
press, her team seemed to 
settle down in the second 
half.

“We had to take the press 

off if we had any hopes of 
keeping them from running 
and to force them into a half-
court set,” Morris said.

After doing this, Spell-
man was able to slow down 
Loughlin and keep it on the 
outside, eliminating easy 
baskets.

Spellman’s senior Onia 
Webb, a Northeastern re-
cruit, fi nished with 12 points 
and added six blocks in the 
second half once the defen-
sive change was made. Joye 
Tirado added 16 points for 
Spellman, who was off the 
entire game from a shooting 
standpoint.

“We had an OK shooting 
day, we’ve defi nitely had 
better,” Morris said. “Some 
of these girls are usually 
good for another 10 points, 
but that’s Loughlin’s de-
fense, it makes you uncom-
fortable.”

Alston feels this is the 
type of motivating game his 
team needs heading into its 
fi nal two league games and 
then the playoffs. However, 
though he was proud of the 
performance, Alston still 
thinks the Lions need some 
work in order to reach their 
full potential.

“When we get a big lead 
like we did today, we be-
come relaxed too much,” he 
said. “We need to keep up 
the intensity and not let up, 
no matter what the score-
board says.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Nazareth ended an emotional 

week with some joy and a big win.
The Lady Kingsmen held off New 

Jersey power Manasquan, 83–73, 
on Sunday at The Mecca Challenge 
at Gauchos Gym in The Bronx — 
just days after learning that their 
school will close in June. 

But the team has had a few 
other hurdles this year: the group 
is still mourning the death of coach 
Apache Paschall on Jan. 3 and the 
Catholic High School Athletic As-
sociation Brooklyn/Queens Eligi-
bility and Infractions offi ce had to 
weigh in on allegations that fresh-
man Brittney Jackson was ineli-
gible to play. The Association an-
nounced last week that Jackson 
could join her team.

With all of the challenges the 
team’s gone through, players say 
they were glad to be back on the 
boards.

“It’s nice to play again,” guard 
Sadie Edwards said. “That’s all 
we wanted to do throughout this 
whole year. Basketball is like our 
getaway, it takes us away from ev-
erything.”

Edwards scored 14 of her 26 
points in the fourth quarter and 
Bianca Cuevas had 16 points for 
Nazareth (13-1), which trailed by 
two after three quarters. West Vir-
ginia-bound guard Darius Faulk 
added 14 points. Katelynn Flaherty 
paced previously unbeaten Ma-
nasquan (21–1) with 32 points and 
knocked down fi ve of the team’s 
eight 3-pointers. Notre Dame re-
cruit Michaela Mabrey had 24 
points, including two treys.

“I think tonight she realized 
she is [a great player] and all of the 
city realized that she is,” Nazareth 
co-coach Lauren Best said of Ed-
wards.

The game was Edwards’ best in a 
Nazareth uniform and she humbly 
praised her teammates for helping 
her to look good. She attacked the 
paint, scored with bodies bouncing 
off her and showed off her jumper. 
The junior answered each Ma-
nasquan push down the stretch.

She made two free throws with 
Nazareth down two early the 
fourth, a lefty layup and a three-
point play with 3:17 remaining to 
extend the Lady Kingmen’s lead to 
68–63. McDonald’s All-American 
Brianna Butler buried two huge 
threes in the fourth.

“She was aggressive,” Faulk 
said of Edwards. “She should be 
that way all the time.”

Nazareth needed one fi nal spark 
and it came from its quietest mem-
ber: sophomore Yazmine Belk. She 
got her fi rst ever technical foul for 
getting into it with Manasquan’s 
Amanda Hagaman. Her passion 
inspired her teammates, who saw 
their lead cut to 68–67 with 2:28 

left. Edwards hit a 3-pointer and 
Belk scored six of her eight points 
to close out the win.

“I think because it was Yazmine 
that got the tech it was funny be-
cause it’s so out of character for 
her,” Best said. “They said, ‘We’re 
gonna get stops now.’ ”

The Nazareth girls basketball team held off New Jersey powerhouse Manasquan, 
83—73, on Sunday at the Mecca Challenge at Gauchos Gym in the Bronx. 
 Photo by Denis Gostev

Bishop Loughlin’s Ayana Ratliff 
had 21 points against Cardinal 
Spellman. Photo by Denis Gostev

Beleagured Nazareth 
beats Manasquan, 83–73 

The Lions roar: 
Loughlin wins big
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BY COLIN MIXSON
The Aviators skated into the weekend 

with one big game, and came out with one 
big disappointment — but don’t tell A’s 
coach Rob Miller that 
his squad has to work 
harder.

“We just have to 
score,” said Miller, who 
claimed that his scrappy 
squad did everything 
right during its 3–1 loss 
to the Danbury Whal-
ers on Friday at Floyd 
Bennett Field, where the 
Connecticut blowholes’ 
whale of a goaltender 
blocked one aggressive 
push after the other. 

The loss came as a 
blow to Brooklyn’s Boys 
of Winter, who have now 
swapped places with Dan-
bury in Federal Hockey 
League standings: 
Brooklyn has dropped to 
fourth, while the glori-
fi ed sea creatures have 
risen to third following 
the latest episode of the 
teams’ neck-and-neck rivalry.

Brooklyn out-shot the Whalers 43–24 at 
the Aviator Sports and Events Center, but 
Danbury goalie Peter Ventri stopped 42 of 
the 43 pucks fi red at his net.

“Their goalie played great,” Miller said. 
“We out-played [the Whalers] and out-shot 

them, but he won them the game. We almost 
doubled them in shots. Hats off to their goal-
tender.”

Aviator goaltender Jo St. Pierre wasn’t 
as lucky as Ventri, let-
ting three pucks get by 
him.

The Whalers were 
the fi rst to get on the 
board and consistently 
smacked a puck into the 
back of St. Pierre’s net 
every period.

The Aviators tried — 
and failed — to even the 
odds during a late third 
period rally with Brook-
lyn center Jason Dolgy 
scoring three minutes 
before the fi nal buzzer.

The loss snapped the 
three-game winning 
streak the Aviators cel-
ebrated after defeating 
Danbury twice and steal-
ing a victory from the 
New Jersey Outlaws last 
week.

The Brooklyn Avia-
tors will return to the 

Aviator Sports and Events Center [3159 
Flatbush Ave. in Floyd Bennett Field in 
Marine Park, (718) 758-7580] on Feb. 20 at 
7:35 pm to take on the New Jersey Outlaws. 
Tickets are $12 ($10 for seniors and chil-
dren under 14) For more info, visit www.
BrooklynAviators.com.

worked harder than she 
would have liked trying 
to move in and out of the 
pack. Philson placed sec-
ond in the 55-meter dash 
just four events earlier and 
fi nally surged into the lead 
on her second left of the re-
lay.

“I think I could have got 

it if I had fresh legs,” Pa-
nisse said.

Baird certainly did. She 
praised her teammates for 
putting in her position to 
close out the race, a feat 
both they and Dietz new 
she would accomplish.

“I know she is very 
strong, but the only thing 
she doesn’t have is speed 
on me,” Baird said. “I knew 
once I get the stick, I have 
to run and go.”

Continued from page 41 

Relay

TAKING A BEATING: The Brooklyn Aviators and the Danbury Whalers have been in a neck-and-neck fi ght 
for weeks — a fi ght Danbury won on Friday when they beat the Aviators 3–1. 

SKATE-TASTROPHE! 

for the second straight 
game, trailing 30–19 at one 
point in the second quarter 
and was down 43–29 early 
in the third. Then the 21–4 
run started with Moody 
hitting a 3-pointer, Kareem 
Johnakin (13 rebounds) hit-
ting two free throws and 

Jaquan (Son Son) Lynch 
drilling a 3-pointer, his lone 
fi eld goal. Hall added two 
free throws and a 3-pointer 
and all of a sudden Jeffer-
son was within 45–42.

The two teams traded 
leads several times in the 
fourth quarter, before Hall’s 
free throws in the fi nal half 
minute gave Jefferson the 
lead for good. Johnakin 
sealed the victory with a 
block of Dykweil Bryan and 

steal as Boys High (20–5) 
was looking to get up a ty-
ing 3-pointer in the waning 
seconds.

The win continued the 
Orange Wave’s surprisingly 
successful season. Hall was 
the lone returning starter 
on a team full of junior var-
sity call ups and varsity 
newbies. Lincoln, South 
Shore and Boys High were 
popular picks in the pre-
season, yet Jefferson has 

beaten those three loaded 
programs six of eight times 
en route to its Brooklyn AA 
regular season title and 
Brooklyn borough crown.

The Orange Wave 
mobbed one another at the 
fi nal horn, celebrating an-
other comeback victory. 
Jefferson still has one goal 
left: to win its fi rst city 
championship since 1954.

“That’s next,” Pollard 
said.

Continued from Page 41

Jefferson

A’s fall to Whalers, drop in 
Federal Hockey League standings

Aviators coach Rob Miller doesn’t think 
his squad needs to improve — they just 
need to score. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson
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BAMBOO 965 REALTY  
LLC a domestic LLC,  
Arts. of Org. filed with the  
SSNY on 12/5/11. Office  
location: Kings County.   
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against the LLC may  
be served.  SSNY shall  
mail process to: Rickei  
Leung & Zhu Ping Li,  
965 55th St., Brooklyn,  
NY 11219. General Pur- 
poses.

CINE MAGIC LOCATION  
GEAR LLC, a domestic  
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed  
with the SSNY on  
09/08/2011. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
has been designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against the LLC may  
be served. SSNY shall  
mail process to: 420  
Kent Avenue, Brooklyn,  
NY 11249. Purpose: Any  
Lawful Purpose.

COOKED, LLC Articles of  
Org. filed NY Sec. of  
State (SSNY) 2/3/12. Of- 
fice in Kings Co. SSNY  
desig. agent of LLC upon  
whom process may be  
served.  SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to 691  
President St., Brooklyn,  
NY 11215, which is also  
the principal business lo- 
cation.  Purpose: Any  
lawful purpose.

Name of LLC: Red Dog  
Wines LLC.  Arts. of Org.  
filed with NY Dept. of  
State: 1/3/12.  Office  
loc.: Kings Co.  Sec. of  
State designated agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served  
and shall mail process to:  
c/o Business Filings Inc.,  
187 Wolf Rd., Ste. 101,  
Albany, NY 12205, regd.  
agt. upon whom process  
may be served.  Purpose:  
any lawful act.

Notice of Formation of  
DO AS I SAY LLC. Arts. of  
Org. filed with Secy. of  
State of NY (SSNY) on  
10/28/11. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County.   
Princ. office of LLC:  
Jonathan Pardo, 127  
Bedford Ave., Apt. 3F,  
Brooklyn, NY 11211.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to the LLC at the  
addr. of its princ. office.  
Purpose: Any lawful ac- 
tivity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
OF LIMITED LIABILITY  
COMPANY. NAME:  
GREAT JONES STREET  
PROPERTY, LLC. Articles  
of organization were filed  
with the Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 01/17/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY has been designat- 
ed as agent of the LLC  
upon process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail a copy of the  
process to the LLC, 251  
53rd Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11220. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: CINE- 
GLASS MEDIA LLC. Arti- 
cles of Organization filed  
with Secretary of State of  
New York (SSNY) on  
10/17/2011. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: THE LAW OF- 
FICES OF AARON H.  
PIERCE 302 BEDFORD  
AVE. SUITE 165 BROOK- 
LYN, NY 11211. Pur- 
pose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation  
Toner Donor filed with  
secty of State of NY  
(SSNY) on 1/26/12. Ofc  
location Kings County  
SSNY designated as  
agent. Of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to:  
1584 57th St Brooklyn  
NY 11219. Purpose: Any  
lawful Purpose.

NYC Sound, LLC. Arts of  
Org filed with NY Sec of  
State (SSNY) on 12/8/11.  
Office: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: 60 Court St.,  
#5K, Brooklyn, NY  
11201. Purpose: Any  
lawful activity.

PIZDETZ, LLC a domes- 
tic LLC, Arts. of Org. filed  
with the SSNY on  
9/26/11. Office location:  
Kings County.  SSNY is  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served.  SSNY shall mail  
process to: The LLC, c/o  
David Tropp, 165 Norfolk  
St., Brooklyn, NY 11235.  
General Purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE

518 58TH STREET WG  
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed  
Sec. Of State of NY  
11/15/2011. Off. Loc.:  
Kings Co. SSNY desig- 
nated as agent upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY to  
mail copy of process to   
THE LLC C/O Wayne Wa- 
hala, 461 41st Street,  
Brooklyn, NY 11232.  
Purpose: Any lawful act  
or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of  
477 Bergen LLC.  Arts. of  
Org. filed with Secy. of  
State of NY (SSNY) on  
01/25/12.  Office loca- 
tion: Kings County.  SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.   
SSNY shall mail process  
to: The LLC, 478 Bergen  
St., Brooklyn, NY 11217.   
Purpose: any lawful ac- 
tivities.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: HELLA  
BITTER LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
09/14/2011. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: UNITED  
STATES CORPORATION  
AGENTS, INC. 7014  
13TH AVENUE SUITE 202  
BROOKLYN, NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

South Brooklyn Hold- 
ings LLC. Arts. of Org.  
filed with Secy. of State  
of NY (SSNY) on 1/10/12.  
Office in Kings County.  
SSNY designated agent  
of LLC upon whom pro- 
cess against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to 1995 Flatbush  
Ave, Brooklyn, NY  
11234. Purpose: Gener- 
al.

LEGAL NOTICE

SLANTED STUDIOS  
LLC, a domestic LLC.  
Arts. of Org. filed with the  
SSNY on 01/12/2012.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY has been  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to: Michelle Hi- 
ga, 41 Powers St.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11211.  
Purpose: Any Lawful Pur- 
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
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