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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Barbeque-lovin’ vege-

tarians don’t have to pass 
on this cheeseburger.

Just in time for 
grilling season, a 
Carroll Gardens 
baker is cook-
ing up art-
fully crafted 
cakes modeled 

after burgers and hot dogs 
— a sugary and strikingly 
realistic take on the clas-
sic meaty meals.

Pastry chef Antonio 
Fiorentino of Mon-

teleone Bakery 
& Café said he is 
channeling his 
passion for art 

into the chocolate-

and-mascarpone-fl avored 
faux meat treats.

“I’ve always loved 
painting on little can-
vases — and this is a lot 
like that,” he said. “People 
get a kick out of it.”

Fiorentino dyes house-
made mascarpone to color 
the fake condiments and 

Welcome to Brooklyn Weekly, 
the New York Post’s new section that 
keeps you up to date on everything 
of interest in the Borough of Kings.

It’s packed with news from 
across the borough that will keep 
you informed, entertained and in-
the-know on all breaking develop-
ments that affect your daily life.

Brooklyn Weekly will feature 
news that spans the borough — 
from business to development, 
traffi c to parking, education, 
transportation, parks, recreation, 
law enforcement and more.

It covers the community boards 
and the schools and takes you in-
side borough hall and the courts.

Every page will be packed with 
stories and photos to keep you cur-
rent on all that’s happening where 
you live, work, and play.

If you want to go behind the 
scenes as the issues that affect 
you take shape, then Brooklyn 
Weekly is for you.

It even contains a local classi-
fi ed ad section. 

You won’t want to miss a single 
issue of this informative new sec-
tion. And it’s yours every week in-
side the Sunday New York Post.

BY JOANNA DELBUONO
Vietnam veterans as-

sembled at Fort Hamilton 
Army Base on March 23 to 
remember the fallen and 
recall their contributions 
to a war that defi ned a gen-
eration.

Bay Ridge residents, pol-
iticians, and army person-
nel gathered for the third 

straight year to pay tribute 
to the men and women who 
defended our country in 
Vietnam.

“It’s very touching, and 
very hard to explain,” said 
Flatbush resident and vet-
eran Rudolph Thomas, try-
ing to choke back his tears.

“I’m very glad that the 
Continued on Page 20Continued on Page 18

Coney ride will shine again
BY DANIEL BUSH

The Wonder Wheel is going so-
lar!

Deno’s Wonder Wheel — which 
has spun around in the dark for 
more than 30 years because of 
faulty wiring — will be illumi-
nated this summer with a $50,000 
solar-powered system that owners 
say will have it sparkling like the 
Nile.

Solar panels and 40-watt light 
bulbs are being affi xed to the ride’s 

metal baskets. When everything 
is in place and the sun goes down 
this season, the ride should look 
like it did when it fi rst opened in 
1920, explained Deno Vourderis, 
whose family owns and operates 
the legendary Ferris wheel on W. 
12th Street near Bowery Street.

“We’re bringing the old look 
back, we’re just doing it with solar 
energy this time,” Vourderis said. 
“We want to keep it classic.” 

Continued on Page 18

A CNG Publication • Vol. 1 No. 1 LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS INSIDE

TEARFUL TRIBUTE: Vietnam vet 
Rudolph Thomas at Fort Hamilton 
Army Base.

LET THERE BE LIGHT: Deno “DJ” Vourderis stands at the Wonder Wheel, which 
will sport new solar-powered lights this season — the fi rst time the Coney Is-
land attraction has been illuminated in 30 years.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

A salute to vets Baking up a dessert burger

Introducing 
the new 
Brooklyn
Weekly
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The ultimate in affordable elegance

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

Parties
Accommodating 30-200 Guests

2926 Avenue S. Marine Park 
Call for Reservations
718.998.4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com

KATE BRIQUELET
Hotel, motel, Holiday 

Innnnnnnn?
Nope, it’s the Hotel BPM 

— the fi rst hip hop hotel in 
the borough, and perhaps 
the world.

“It’s sleek, trendy and 
sexy, just like me,” said Bi-
jal Panwala, also known as 
DJ Bijal, the visionary be-
hind the six-story, 76-room 
getaway on 33rd Street in 
Greenwood Heights.

The 29-year-old mix 
master, known for his work 
on Sirius Satellite Radio, 
named his lodge after the 
phrase “beats per minute” 
— the pace count of a song 
— and it’s undeniably a rap-
per’s delight.

There’s a Bijal-crafted 
playlist ringing out in the 
halls, a green-and-black 
color scheme (even the fa-
cade has green streaks), 
and a stash of Vibe, the 
Source, Rolling Stone, and 
SPIN magazines in each 
room.

When guests make res-

ervations, they also make 
track requests so that 
they’ll hear their favor-
ite Biggie jam in the bath-
room’s speakers. Don’t 
worry, the mirrors are 
steam-proof in case guests 
want to bump the whole al-
bum in the bathroom.

The beat don’t stop, but 
thankfully the rooms are 
soundproofed.

Hip hop experts say it 
could be the next big hotel 
— if it can attract the right 
mix of old-school events.

“Hip hop culture is 
already dominating the 
world,” said James Ber-
nard, a Park Slope resi-
dent and founder of hip hop 
mags the Source and XXL. 
“I’d like to see this work, 
but you’ll need to have 
more than just magazines, 
murals, and music in the 
hallway.”

To wit, the young deejay 
would have to cater to the 
older generation of hip hop 
fans who have money and 
still love old-school parties, 
according to Bernard.

DJ Bijal, who’s collabo-
rated with the likes of Akon 
and Che’Nelle, says he’s 
ready to take on that chal-
lenge.

And Brooklyn’s the per-
fect place to give it a go, ac-
cording to the turntable wiz.

“I fi gured what better 
place to start my career 
than Brooklyn,” said DJ Bi-
jal, who lives in New Jersey 
but graduated from Long 
Island University in Fort 
Greene. “It’s about music, 
arts, fun, and being who 
you are — and so is this ho-
tel.”

Indeed, Brooklyn has 
been home to some of hip 
hop’s fi nest, including Jay-
Z, Mos Def, who now goes 
by the name Yasiin Bey, 
and the Notorious B.I.G. — 
natives of Bedford-Stuyve-
sant.

DJ Bijal said that he 
opted for Greenwood 
Heights, however, because 
it offers respite from the 
hustle and bustle of the bor-
ough’s better known rap 
hot spots.

“In the words of Jay-Z, 
‘You could’ve been any-
where in the world, but 
you’re here with me,’ ” said 
DJ Bijal. “ ‘I appreciate 
that.’ ”

Rooms at Hotel BPM 

start at $139 for a king bed.
Hotel BPM [139 33rd St. 

between Fourth and Third 

avenues], opening May 
1. Visit,  www.hotelbpm-
brooklyn.com .

Apparently, it’s not where you’re from, it’s where your reservation is at

BED AND BREAK-BEATS: Sirius radio deejay DJ Bijal is the mas-
termind behind Hotel BPM — a hip hop-infl uenced hotel boasting 
luxury linens, porcelain fl oors, and a custom soundtrack. 
 Community Newspaper Group / Kate Briquelet

RAP SHEETS: Each room is 
stocked with an arsenal of 
reading material including the 
Source, XXL, Vibe, Rolling Stone 
and Spin. CNG / Kate Briquelet

Hip hop hotel opens on 33rd St.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014
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BUY ONE GET ONE FREE

zooloo

Largest Selection in Brooklyn!
Men’s & Ladies EVERYTHING 

$100
Nothing More!
Entire Store On Sale

Name Brand
Leather Jackets

& Bubble Jackets 

Rocawear 
Steve Madden

2517 Ave. U Brooklyn 718-646-5201
(between Bedford Ave. & E 26th St.)

Mon-Sat 10am-7pm/ Sun 10am 6pm
Directions: Q local train to Ave U. or B44, B49, B36, B3 Bus to Ave U.

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
G train riders already 

feel like the rug is getting 
pulled out from under them 
— now they feel like the 
ceiling is coming down on 
top of them as well.

Water damage is causing 
paint to fl ake and a funky 
liquid to drip on straphang-
ers at the Hoyt-Schermer-
horn Street station, gross-
ing out commuters who live 
in fear that the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Author-
ity will soon ax  a beloved 
fi ve-stop extension  of the 
line that links North and 
Brownstone Brooklyns. 

Dilapidated ceilings — 
marked by calcifi ed grime, 
badly peeling paint, and 
rusted pillars — give the 
station’s two center plat-
forms a horror-movie aes-
thetic, straphangers say.

“It has a grungy, dingy, 
and generally cryptic feel-
ing,” said Gene Russianoff of 
the transit-advocacy group 
Straphangers Campaign.

The well-used station is 
a major transfer point that 
links the so-called Brooklyn 
Local to the A and C trains. 

The station boasts six tracks, 
although the outer two aren’t 
in use — which is part of the 
reason why fi lm crews often 
shoot in the station.

The station played a big 
part in the movie “Coming 
to America” and Michael 
Jackson’s video “Bad,” 
but commuters shouldn’t 
expect a Hollywood-style 
makeover anytime soon.

An MTA spokesman 
said the station will receive 
a fresh coat of paint by 2015, 
but did not respond to spe-
cifi c requests for comment 
about the dripping ceiling.

Train advocates — who 

are fi ghting to save added G 
train stops in Kensington, 
Windsor Terrace, and Park 
Slope from elimination — 
had plenty to say.

“G train riders have a 
lot to complain about,” said 
Russianoff. 

The MTA added service 
to the only train that never 
suffers the injustice of enter-
ing Manhattan after it began 
a $257.5 million renovation 
of the Culver Viaduct. When 
work wraps up next winter, 
the agency is no longer ob-
ligated to keep running G 
trains to the fi ve extra sta-
tions.

DIRTY WATER: Water damage has caused icky liquid to drip on 
straphangers at the Hoyt-Schermerhorn station. 

This station is G-ross!
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
A cyclist collided with a pedestrian on 

Prospect Park’s accident-plagued roadway, 
where the city plans to remove a lane of car 
traffi c to bring order to the street.

A male biker in racing garb hit a young 
woman near the park’s Lincoln Road en-
trance last Tuesday night. Neither was seri-
ously injured, according to park-goers and 
city offi cials.

Two police vehicles responded at around 
8:30 pm on the west side of the street, in a lane 
where park visitors have long complained 
about  hazy right-of-way rules .

Cops at the 78th Precinct did not imme-
diately have details about what caused the 
crash or who was at fault.

The accident comes after  several near-
fatal bike-pedestrian collisions  and  a ticket 
blitz against cyclists  on the park’s well-used 
loop. This newspaper has tallied at least fi ve 
crashes on the road in the past nine months.

In response to the accidents the city  fi rst 
installed cones to slow cyclists , then un-
veiled  a roadway redesign plan  that will re-
move a lane of car traffi c to grant cyclists, 
walkers, and cars a roughly equal amount 
of space. 

Another P’Park bike crash



12
BR

OO
KL

YN
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
AP

RI
L 1

, 2
01

2

OPEN HOUSE 
DATES

Sat., April 14 10am-2pm
Sat., April 21 10am-2pm
Sat., May 12 10am-2pm
Sat., May 19 10am-2pm
Sat., June 9 10am-2pm
Sat., June 16 10am-2pm

We Gave Out $35 MILLION 
In Loans Last Year!

Proudly Serving Brooklyn For Over 75 Years!

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Ave. Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809

Open Sat. 9-1pm

www.brfcu.org

NEED
CASH?

You Can Borrow $5,000 For As Little As $150 Per Month

CALL NOW !!!

Now is the time to get your toes 
ready for the summer, and stop hiding them. 

We treat thick discolored nails with the latest safest laser,
 we treat dry skin, we do medical pedicures for people with diabetes 

or people who simply want the best. 

All our instruments are sterilized and we offer great fees & packages. 
We do all treatments of anti fungal medication, 

nail polish & treatment of painful corns and calluses...
This is a relaxing environment. 

Pedicuria Cosmetic Foot Care

Call for an appointment

Hours of Operation: Tuesdays 5pm - 9pm & Saturdays 9am - 1pm

www.PedicuriaFootCare.com

Call toll free: (877)354-3297 or (718) 304-6272

135 North 9th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11249

t laser,
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
A Williamsburg law-

maker is pushing a bill 
that would force police to 
investigate all serious car-
on-bike crashes — not just 
ones in which cyclists lose 
their lives.

The legislation, put for-
ward by Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Williamsburg), 
requires the NYPD to follow 
state law, forcing cops to in-
vestigate collisions that re-
sult in serious physical in-
jury, rather than just ones 
in which “death is likely.” 
It could also add hundreds 
of trained traffi c experts to 
the force.

Levin said several 
crashes followed by botched 
and stalled investigations 
in Greenpoint, Fort Greene, 
and East Williamsburg 
prompted the proposed leg-
islation.

“It’s vital that police in-
vestigate these cases more 
thoroughly,” Levin said. 
“Reckless drivers should 
know there are conse-
quences.”

The bill comes after 
several high-profi le car-
on-bike collisions in which 
cycling boosters claim cops 
made serious mistakes, in-
cluding:

• The case of Michelle 
Matson, a Greenpoint artist 
who was stuck by a hit-and-
run driver and suffered a 
broken back in October 2011. 
Public records indicate cops 
let the case go cold and  did 
not properly investigate be-
cause there was no fatality .

• The case of Stefanos 
Tsigrimanis, a musician 
who was killed by a truck 
driver in Fort Greene in 
September 2010. Cops didn’t 
pursue the case until 10 days 
after his death because they 
incorrectly believed he was 
going to survive.

• The case of Clara Hey-
worth, a marketing direc-
tor killed by a drunk driver 
in Fort Greene in July 2011. 
The District Attorney could 
not pursue the case, be-
cause  police did not arrive 
at the scene until at least 
three days after the crash , 
limiting the amount of evi-
dence obtained.

• The case of Mathieu 

Lefevre, an artist  killed by 
a truck driver  in October 
2011. Cops  made errors in 
the police report , failed to 
collect evidence at the scene, 
and are now facing a lawsuit 
from the victim’s family for 
allegedly  withholding vid-
eos and documents from 
their investigation .

Levin’s bill comes after 
a recent Council hearing 
proved the department’s 
policies are not in line with 
state law.

State law requires po-
lice to investigate crashes 
between vehicles — both 
car-on-car and car-on-bike 
accidents — when “serious 
physical injury” occurs.

But the NYPD’s patrol-
man’s handbook is not con-
sistent with that law, noting 
that cops must investigate 
only when “death is likely.”

Levin’s bill would change 
that. It calls for the agency 
to have at least fi ve so-called 
Accident Investigation 
Squad offi cers trained at 
each precinct, bumping up 
the number from 19 to 380 
citywide. One such offi cer 
would be on call at all times 
in each precinct.

That increase in train-
ing and perhaps manpower 
is a step in the right direc-
tion, said Steve Vaccaro, 
a lawyer for Lefevre’s par-
ents.

“It’s a wonderful idea,” 
he said. “Life-changing 
crashes deserve a meaning-
ful assessment.”

A spokeswoman from 
the Police Department did 
not respond to requests for 
comment by press time, and 
the Patrolmen’s Benevolent 
Association says it could 
add unnecessary strain to 
an already overburdened 
police force.

“It’s a matter of shift-
ing priorities and I can tell 
you we’re already stretched 
thin,” said spokesman Al 
O’Leary. “There are a lot 
of questions the legislation 
doesn’t take into account.”

But bicycle advocates 
cheered the bill, which 
Levin must now bring be-
fore his peers in a yet-to-be 
scheduled Council hearing.

“Horrifying, life-chang-
ing crashes shouldn’t go 
unresolved,” said Michael 
Murphy of Transportation 
Alternatives.

ROAD RULES: Councilman Steve Levin is tough on traffi c safety, 
and he wants the NYPD to thoroughly investigate car-on-bike 
crashes.  File photo by Elizabeth Graham

Wheels of justice
Pol challenges cops on bike laws

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838 718-646-4659

NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.    
     That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.



14
BR

OO
KL

YN
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
AP

RI
L 1

, 2
01

2

BY ELI ROSENBERG
The city has fi red an octogenarian park 

volunteer, bowing to demands of parents who 
claim that the senior follows Parks’ rules too 
strictly and yells obscenities at them and 
their small kids for minor infractions.

Leroy Harris, 85, a Jamaican immi-
grant, had been opening and closing the Lt. 
Narvaez Tot Lot near Cortelyou and Argyle 
roads since the early 1990s — but parents 
say the elderly caretaker had begun shout-
ing R-rated words at them as they enjoyed 
the playground with their small children.

“He just kept yelling at mothers and their 
children, telling them they couldn’t be here 
and cursing,” said Eric Bryant, who claimed 
he saw Harris blow up on two consecutive 
days at the tot lot last week. “I had to call the 
cops! Clearly this guy needed some help.”

Yet Harris, who says he began caring for 
the playground back when the tot lot was 
overrun with drunks and drug dealers in-
stead of toddlers, claims that the park’s new 
visitors are as entitled as their spoiled chil-
dren and rarely follow park rules.

“A lot of parents want to do what they want 
to do,” said Harris, who claims that moms 
curse at him whenever he tries to close the 
park on time, asks their children not to stand 

on benches, or enforces any other rules.
Bryant claims that Harris is taking his 

volunteer job way too seriously.
“This guy had appointed himself the un-

offi cial sheriff of the tot lot,” said Bryant. 
The simmering problem boiled over last 

week after Bryant’s 911 call: angry parents 
and care-takers started an online petition 
to remove Harris from the tot lot. But it was 
the calls to 311 and Community Board 14 
that did the trick — the 85-year-old was dis-
missed from duty within a few days.

“Recently, we have received complaints 
about Mr. Harris’s behavior from local con-
stituents, elected offi cials, and the Commu-
nity Board,” said a Parks Department spokes-
woman, who said Harris’s main duties were 
opening and closing the playground. “We 
have since changed the locks on the gates.”

The city has invited Harris to next 
month’s Community Board 14 meeting to 
discuss the issue — but Harris says he is 
so angered by the city’s decision that he 
doesn’t plan on showing up.

“I don’t need this treatment from any-
body,” said Harris. “I’ve been giving my 
time for all these years and I’m not even get-
ting a thank you. Now they come and put a 
lock on the gate like I’m nobody! It hurts.”

Parents say 85-year-old yelled at kids

OUTSIDE LOOKING IN: Leroy Harris, 85, was a volunteer at the Lt. Federico Narvaez Tot Lot in Ditmas 
Park for decades — but he says neighborhood parents forced the city to let him go. 

PARK SHERIFF LOCKED OUT

Authentic Spanish & Mexican Cuisine

HUEVOS A LA FLAMENCA
Sunny side up baked eggs, ham, artichoke w/ salsa ranchera

SALMON ALBARINO
Salmon steak an Albarino wine, lemon sauce w/ sautéed potatoes & mescaline salad

BISTEC TAPATIO
Charcoal grilled steak topped w/ eggs & salsa tapatia, served w/ black beans, saffron rice & corn tortilla

WITH MANY MORE ENTREES TO CHOOSE FROM

Every Sat. & Sun. from 12-3pm
$12.50

includes a mimosa on Bloody Mary

~

We Are Now Accepting Reservations for Easter Sunday

Serving Brunch from 12-3pm and Dinner from 3pm on

VISIT OUR OTHER FINE RESTAURANTS

212-977-7373
Restaurant Row, NYC
342 - W46 Street

212-675-1977
Greenwich Village, NYC

166 - W4 Street

212-242-9338
Greenwich Village, NYC

168 - W4 Street

646-415-7924
Greenwich Village, NYC

170 - W4 Street

212-675-1955
Greenwich Village, NYC

166 - W4 Street

The

TACO
Shop
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STEPS? 
Ramps  Stair Lifts

Automatic Door Openers
Wheelchair Lifts  In-House Lifts

We have long & short-term 
solutions for families who 
need to make their homes 
Wheelchair accessible. Call 
us today to learn about a 
system that will fit your 
home and budget.

www.rampsforliving.com

718-605-2626
Fax: 718-967-2365

WE CAN HELP YOU!
Reasonable Prices

RAMPS/LIFTS
FOR BETTER LIVING INC.

Call Today
for a FREE
Estimate

“Accessibility without Renovations”
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Store Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri, 7:30am to 5pm & Thurs, 7:30am to 7pm; Open on Saturday from 10am to 2pm

You’ll run out of room before you run out of options.
Andersen® windows come in styles, shapes and sizes to fi t any purpose and every personality. With natural wood 
interiors, low-maintenance exteriors and a host of elegant options, it’s no wonder professional builders and 
remodelers choose Andersen windows more often than any other brand.

Visit our showroom today to see the complete line of energy-effi cient 
Andersen windows and doors.

1557 Ralph Ave.
Brooklyn, New York 11236

718-451-3344
© 2011 Edible Arrangements, LLC 

158-18 B Cross Bay Blvd.
Howard Beach, Queens 11414

718-848-3344

Same day delivery and pickup available

A Berry
Bunny
Hop

Sa

Festival 
of

Delights

Gifts For All Occasions
Every

Bunny
Loves
Fruit

Count 
Your 
Fruit
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Ditmas Park is in bloom!
Cherry and magnolia trees are 

bursting in color all over the neigh-
borhood due to unseasonably warm 
winter temperatures, and residents 
of the tree-happy neighborhood are in 
blossom bliss.

“It is really beautiful,” said Caolan 
Madden, a student who lives in the 
neighborhood with her husband. “The 
magnolia trees give the neighborhood 
a very exotic, almost Caribbean feel.”

Blooming trees are visible all over 
the side streets of the neighborhood 
from Church Avenue down — and the 
patchwork of white, yellow, and pink 
blossoms adds to the neighborhood’s 

uniquely rustic, almost rural, feel.
Arborists say that the warm weather 

has created a unique blooming boom 
that is unparalleled in recent years.

“We are getting a great show! This 
is very different than what we nor-
mally get,” said Sam Bishop, the di-
rector of education at Trees NY, who 
has lead walking tours of leafy streets 
in the neighborhood. “Right now the 
cherry, magnolia, and callery trees 
are blooming at the same time, and 
normally they’d be spaced out more.”

Experts say this is the  second 
warmest winter  on record, and has 
caused these trees to bloom roughly 
one to two weeks sooner than they 
would have normally.

“Anytime it’s over 50 degrees, a 
tree’s growth system is going to be 
activated,” said a spokeswoman from 
the Botanical Garden. “Cherry and 
magnolia trees are really sensitive 
and react to changes in air tempera-
ture quickly.”

The yearly abundance of blooming 
trees is one of Ditmas Park’s greatest 
charms — many residents admit it was 
an important factor in the decision to 
move there — but the early bloom does 
concern residents like Madden, too.

“It’s a little bit alarming — seeing 
things that were blooming in April 
last year now in March,” said Mad-
den. “But it’s always nice to see them 
in bloom!”

SPRING SPLENDOR: A callery pear on Marlboro Road near Corte-
lyou Road is fl owering.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Warm winter starts blossom boom 
BLOOM COUNTY: Spring has come early to Ditmas Park, where cherry blossoms on Argyle Road showed up in all their glory. 

We fixed that.
Emergency Department

New York Methodist is one of the only hospitals in Brooklyn with the
latest technology to treat and reverse strokes.

Speedy diagnosis and expert treatment are crucial when dealing with a stroke. Should
you ever experience one, you’ll get the fastest, most qualified care possible at New
York Methodist Hospital. The latest drugs, and the most sophisticated technology
are tools used by our highly trained neurosurgeons to remove blood clots and reverse
stroke effects up to twelve hours from the onset of symptoms. Permanent damage
can often be prevented and a full recovery is possible.

“When I had my stroke, I was afraid 
life would never be the same.“

506 Sixth Street, Brooklyn   www.nym.org  
ER Pedestrian Entrance corner of 
Seventh Avenue and Sixth Street
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Teenagers all over the 

country experiment with 
alcohol, but kids in Ortho-
dox Midwood are doing it at 
their local synagogue.

It’s known as “shul hop-
ping” — boys in their early 
teens spend their Friday 
nights going from temple 
to temple attending Shalom 
Zocher parties, where men 
come together to celebrate 
a newborn boy’s birth, and 
get drunk on free booze.

But these teens aren’t just 
sipping wine: some of them 
have gotten so drunk at the 
parties that they’ve been 
rushed to the hospital — 
prompting a handful of Mid-
wood synagogues to change 
their party policies when 
teenagers are involved.

Julius Derdik, a member 
of Agudath Israel Bais Biny-
omin on Avenue L, said his 
congregation banned hard 
alcohol at its Sholom Zocher 
parties after two children 
attending separate Friday 
night parties passed out 
from too much drinking and 
were hospitalized. The syna-
gogue has also stepped up its 
supervision of beer and wine 
consumption, Derdik said.

Medical professionals 
in the community agree 
the shul-hopping trend is 
a problem — and part of a 
larger teenage drinking 
trend that hasn’t been ad-
equately addressed in insu-
lar Orthodox communities.

“This has been going on 
for years, unfortunately, 
but there’s more of it be-

cause there are more kids 
out there,” said a local emer-
gency medical technician, 
who requested anonymity. 

The issue has slowly 
been getting the attention 
of local bloggers, commu-
nity leaders, and rabbis.

“The most troubling as-
pect of the phenomenon of 
alcohol abuse throughout 
our community, but espe-
cially among the youth, is 
that alcohol consumption 
is condoned within the con-
text of our religious celebra-
tions and on the premises of 
our religious institutions,” 
wrote Rabbi Tzvi Hersh 
Weinreb, the executive vice 
president emeritus of the 
Orthodox Union, in a recent 
article titled “Why I Dread 

Purim,” a holiday in which 
alcohol is also freely avail-
able,  in the Jewish Press . 

Many are thankful the 
problem is fi nally getting 
addressed — and a few 
noted that a lot less alcohol 
was served at local Purim 
celebrations than in years 
past.

Yet neighborhood teens 
are characteristically non-
chalant about the trend and 
the crack-down.

“It’s more of a guy thing,” 
said Tali, a teenage yeshiva 
student in Midwood, al-
though she said shul hop-
ping doesn’t always involve 
alcohol. 

“It’s just some kids do-
ing stupid stuff they’re not 
supposed to,” she said.

Orthodox teens get sauced at synagogues

PARTY TIME: Orthodox Jewish teens gather outside of a Midwood 
synagogue. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

‘Shul hopping’

• Luxurious Waterfront Suites
• Affordable Pricing
• Five Star Amenities
• Fine Dining
• Personal Care Services –

Waterford Wellness Program
• On-site Physical, Occupational 

& Speech Therapy

Spring Ahoy!

Spirited Senior Living 
in the company of friends on
Brooklyn's premier waterfront.

Five Star Luxury • First Class Care • Affordably Yours
2900 Bragg Street, Brooklyn, New York 11235 (off Emmons Avenue) 

718-891-8400 •  Fax 718-568-3383 •  admissions@thewaterfordonthebay.com
www.TheWaterfordOnTheBay.com

Call for Your 
Private Tour!
1-866-769-1006

From concierge 
assistance to lavish fine
dining to deluxe rooms

with breathtaking 
views of the bay . . .

ad
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Only 4 beds left
in our Serenity Unit 
for the Memory Impaired

Newly Renovated Suites
Now Available

ACT NOW!

&

718-253-7117
www.nickslobster.com

Dine in only. 

Restaurant 
     & Seafood Market

Fresh Seafood Market:
Live Maine Lobsters & Fresh Fish Daily

2777 Flatbush Ave.

EVERY THURSDAY 
LIVE MUSIC 

WITH MAURICE 
ON VOCALS

WEDNESDAYS 
50% OFF 

RAW BAR & 
BEER SPECIAL
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country is now recognizing us 
after all this time,” said the re-
cipient of three Purple Hearts, 
who immigrated from Trinidad 
when he was 16 years old and was 
drafted in 1965.

Bensonhurst native and vet-
eran Michael Palo said the Fort 
Hamilton event is a long-deserved 
ceremony for former soldiers, 
whose valor was often overlooked.

“I attend every year, this is a 
highlight for me,” said Palo. “We 
were treated like trash and the 
country turned their backs on us 
when we returned.”

The event featured speeches 
and a performance from the 
world-famous a cappella group 
the Persuasions.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2012 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

BY DANIEL BUSH
This may be your last 

summer to bump your a-- 
off in Coney Island.

Developer Joe Sitt is 
considering closing Surf 
Avenue’s Eldorado Auto Sk-
ooter after buying the prop-
erty from longtime owner 
Sheila Fitlin earlier this 
month. But plans are in mo-
tion to make sure that the 
classic Surf Avenue electric 
bumper car ride — whose 
famed pink sign told visi-
tors to “bump your a-- off” 
— will remain open for one 
more season.

Fitlin said she decided 
to call it quits after running 
the electric bumper cars 
near W. 12th Street for 39 
years.

“It was time,” said Fit-
lin, who wouldn’t reveal 
the property’s sale price. “I 
couldn’t do it anymore.”

The venue hadn’t 
changed much since Fitlin 
opened it in the 1970s: it 

still featured disco music, 
nightclub lighting, and ar-
cade games like Skee ball 
in the back of the building, 
which has an entrance on 
Bowery Street in the heart 
of Coney’s historic amuse-
ment district.

A Sitt spokesman said the 
developer is hammering out 
a deal with the arcade’s long-
time operator, Gordon Lee, 
who helped Fitlin and her 
son run the business, to keep 
the Eldorado open well into 
2013 — but both sides haven’t 
reached an agreement with 
two weeks remaining before 
the start of Coney Island’s 
summer season.

“Pending that outcome, 
we’d love to keep the bum-
per cars operating for at 
least another year,” Sitt 
spokesman Stefan Fried-
man said.

Lee could not be reached 
for comment.

Friedman declined to dis-
close what Sitt’s plans are for 

the property, but if the devel-
oper’s track record is any in-
dication, the Eldorado won’t 
be around much longer.

In 2010, Sitt  outraged Co-

ney Island preservationists  
by demolishing Henderson’s 
Music Hall — where Harpo 
Marx made his comic debut 
— at the corner of Surf and 

Stillwell avenues and the Co-
ney Island Bank building, 
which was located a few doors 
down from the Eldorado.

Fitlin opened Eldorado in 

1972 with help from her hus-
band and parents — old-time 
carnies who ran a Coney 
cabaret during the Great De-
pression. She returned to the 
beach each summer to run 
the venue, even after moving 
to Texas in the 1990s. 

Fitlin hopes that the 
Eldorado will stay open, 
but she isn’t holding her 
breath.

“Whatever Sitt does is up 
to him,” she said. “There’s 
nothing I can do about it.”

Coney’s faithful said they 
were sad to hear that Filtin 
— and quite possibly the El-
dorado — will be leaving the 
Amusement District.

“I can’t fault her,” said 
Dick Zigun, Fitlin’s neigh-
bor on Surf Avenue and the 
man behind Sideshows by 
the Seashore. “Her family 
put in decades of hard work 
in Coney Island.”

The story was fi rst re-
ported by  Amusing the Zil-
lion , a local blog.

Coney developer Joe Sitt buys beloved ride, putting popular attraction at risk of closure

CRASHED OUT: Developer Joe Sitt has purchased the Eldorado, Coney Island’s iconic disco bumper- 
car ride on Surf Avenue. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Bumped: Last summer for the Eldorado

Vourderis says the small so-
lar panels on top of the ride’s 16 
swinging cars will store energy 
during the day and power the bas-
ket bulbs at night. 

But the new lighting system 
won’t be installed on the Ferris 
wheel’s eight fi xed cars — which 
don’t swing as riders are carried 
150 feet into the air for $6 a spin, 
Vourderis said.

Deno’s Wonder Wheel hasn’t 
been illuminated since 1981. Vour-
deris’s father removed the original 
lights shortly after taking over the 
ride, fearing that the high-voltage 
system — which sparked when it 
rained — would endanger riders.

Vourderis said relighting the 
Wonder Wheel will be completed 

by Memorial Day, missing the 
opening of the Coney Island sum-
mer season by two months. 

The ride opens today, Vourd-
eris said.

But the Wonder Wheel won’t be 
the only Coney Island attraction 
to have new lights this summer 
if Borough President Markowitz 
gets his way. 

Markowitz wants the city to 
spend $2 million to outfi t the his-
toric, 262-foot tall Parachute Jump 
with enough lights to make it  vis-
ible from the moon  — angering 
some residents who say the money 
 should be spent to save the Board-
walk instead .

In 2006 the city spent $1.4 mil-
lion on the Parachute Jump’s 
lighting display, but Markowitz 
had the lights removed, claiming 
they weren’t glitzy enough for 
the People’s Playground.

Continued from page 1 Continued from page 1 

Solar wheelSalute to vets

ELECTRIFYING: Denos “DJ” Vourderis shows the brains behind the Wonder 
Wheel’s new solar-powered lights. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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B’klyn lawyer turns tomes into hooch hutches
BY KATE BRIQUELET

It’s the spirits of the law, not the 
letter of the law.

One brave attorney is turning 
the legal tomes that line many law 
offi ces into secret fl asks with his 
Bushwick fi rm, Bender Bound.

Sure, he’s defacing important 
legal texts — but the end result 
makes it much more soothing to 
crack open an archive of federal 
court cases for the fi rst time since 
law school.

“You just had a long day, and 
you look over and see this book,” 
said Kevin, a lawyer who asked this 
newspaper to conceal his identity 
so as not to scare off future clients. 
“No one else in the world knows 
that book is full of alcohol — it has 
a calming effect on people.”

The legal-beagle began moon-
lighting as a fl ask maker last year 
after searching for gifts for his 
groomsmen.

Most book safes are classic nov-
els with metal fl asks, which don’t 
keep liquor tasty for very long. 
So he decided to craft his own by 
carving out federal reporters, pilot 
manuals, medical books and even 
fi rst-year parenting guides.

Each volume contains a glass 
fl ask from Italy — Johnnie Walker 
Black not included.

Kevin admits that lawyers 
make up a large part of his clien-
tele, especially since he’s preserv-
ing a piece of history in a time 
when many litigators are chucking 
their hardcovers in favor of online 
databases.

“Most law fi rms keep hard cop-
ies on hand, but I don’t know many 
lawyers who use them,” said at-
torney Abbey Mansfi eld, who also 
keeps a boozy federal register on 
her offi ce shelf. 

“It’s great that Bender Bound 
found a way to repurpose the books 
instead of having them just go in 
the trash.”

But does Mansfi eld privately sip 
from her own edition? She pleads 
the fi fth —  no not that kind of fi fth !

“A lot of people have pretty 
stressful jobs,” Kevin said. “We’re 
defi nitely not trying to encourage 
them to drink at work, but if some-
one’s having a hard day, the secret 
book of alcohol will bring a smile to 
their face.”

Bender Bound fl asks are avail-
able at  www.benderbound.com .

THE BAR: One Brooklyn lawyer is turning your dusty 
old judicial journals into secret booze fl asks. 

A reason to keep those old law books

The Force is with this mutt. Yoda doppelganger Dusty 
Rose (with owner Melissa Tiarks) won the “Star Wars” 
look-alike contest at this year’s Brooklyn Mutt Show at 
the Brooklyn Lyceum in Park Slope.

Dagobah dog
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Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?
Fatigue?     
Anxiety?                                                                         
Depression?
Type II Diabetes? 
Vascular diseases?                                   

Weight gain?       
Confusion? 
Weakness?
Osteoporosis?  
Shortness of breath?                               

Lost interest in sex?  
Lack of self-esteem?        
Lack of motivation?   
Poor self-confidence   
Coronary disease?                                          

Erectile dysfunction?
Sexual discomfort?    
Lost sexual feelings?    
Heart failure? 
Menstrual cramps?                                      

In both men and women these conditions are caused by, or worsened by, the lack of sufficient testosterone, and 
all are almost always significantly helped or eliminated by testosterone replacement.  Testosterone has been 
available by prescription for fifty-seven years.  Testosterone replacement is safe and effective in both men and 
women. 

 Testosterone deficiency treatment is covered by 
                        most insurances                                                              

       Get your testosterone level checked!!!
            
 

                      Martin Slavin, MD
5601 Flatlands Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234

718-444-7040

TESTOSTERONE   
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Enrollment at Medgar Evers College of The
City University of New York has increased
more than 20 percent since Spring 2007, and
overall enrollment this year is up by more

than 4 percent since 2011. 
According to spring data, nearly 7,000 students are

enrolled, an increase of 4.6 percent over the same
period last year when the college registered 6,670
students. Five years ago, 5,463 students were enrolled
in the spring.

“Medgar Evers College is on the rise, as evidenced by
our growing enrollment numbers,” said Dr. William L.
Pollard, president of Medgar Evers College. “Our new
and newly renovated facilities, along with our faculty
and student support services, have created an
environment that helps our students graduate ahead of
the curve as they pursue their professional and
personal goals.”

New Campus Facilities
Medgar Evers College’s efforts at serving and retaining

students are important factors in its enrollment growth,
according to the most recent data. The college’s new
academic programs and enhanced campus facilities
introduced in the last several years are among the
enhancements that have revitalized the college.   More
students are choosing to pursue their undergraduate
studies at the higher education institution named for the
prominent late civil rights leader.

Located in Crown Heights, Brooklyn, the college is
also attracting a higher number of new students,
including first-time freshman and transfer
students.  For first-time freshmen, the number
increased this spring to 446 students.  Transfer
students were up by 48 students.

Medgar Evers College students include award
winners Cherryle Brown, Sadchla Mathieu, and
Michael Nelson, who won top honors for their bio-
chemical presentations at the University of Maryland
Baltimore County’s Undergraduate Research
Conference. They include Kyle Chais, whose debut
novel, Nameless, was published by Gallery Books last
month — a book he wrote while living in a homeless
shelter with his single mother. And they include social
work students Nicole Franklin and Peta-ann Bigby, who
are serving at-risk youth at a community center in
central Brooklyn this school year as part of the
Community Justice Program – an ongoing

collaboration with the Kings County District Attorney’s
Office to increase student involvement in social justice
initiatives. Others have received prestigious
internships at Yale Medical School, Virginia University
School of Medicine, New Jersey Medical School, the
University of Missouri, and at the Brooklyn district
attorney’s office this past summer.

Students are aided in their professional and personal
development by talented and dedicated faculty mem-
bers such as biology professor Dr. Charles desBordes,
who was awarded the 2011 Howard Hughes Medical
Institute Fellowship and participated in the National
Academies Summer Institute on Undergraduate
Education in Biology at Yale University; acclaimed
children’s book author and English pro-
fessor Tonya Hegamin, who won the
2012 Sunshine State Young Reader’s
Award for her teen novella, Pemba’s
Song: A Ghost Story; and the Honorable
Major Owens, former U.S. Congressman
and Public Administration professor,
who recently published a  new book, The

Peacock Elite. Thanks to a generous $300,000 grant
from the Carroll and Milton Petrie Foundation, the col-
lege now offers grants to students at risk of
dropping out because of financial emergencies.

A recently opened Academic Building I, a five-story
complex, houses the School of Science, Health and
Technology, cutting-edge research labs, modern
classrooms, and dining and meeting facilities.
Additionally, a new student lounge was opened and a
$3.2 million renovation of the campus swimming pool
was completed.  In 2012, an $18.3 million dollar
renovation of the college’s library will expand its total
area, including student study areas, and enhance its
physical and digital holdings.

Medgar
Evers
College
Rising!
+20% Enrollees

mec.cuny.edu

Top: The New Academic Building
Bottom: President William L. Pollard speaking with students in the College library.
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toppings — cashing in on Brooklyn’s bur-
geoning  burger   obsession .

He’s not the only person combining pas-
tries and paddies — Bay Ridge’s Burger 
Bistro serves  a burger on a sugar-glazed 
donut .

But Fiorentino is alone in his mission 
to fully convert burgers and dogs into des-
serts — and he’s found plenty of fans of his 
highly detailed baked goods.

The burger cakes, which he often sells to 
cookout-goers for $25, come with tastebud-
tricking bright red tomatoes, yellow cheese, 
and a sesame-seed bun that looks plucked a 
Happy Meal.

Fiorentino also offers the fast food-mim-
icking cakes in strawberry shortcake and 
chocolate with almond paste. Larger cakes 
are available upon request for $50.

The burger cakes are already a hit on 
the kiddie birthday party circuit — which 
has caused one minor problem.

“My grandson liked it so much he 

wouldn’t let us cut it,” said Harriet Libstag 
of Carroll Gardens. “The man is an artist.”

Monteleone Bakery & Café [355 Court 
St. at Union Street in Cobble Hill, (718) 852-
5600].

Continued from page 1 

Burger dessert

SWEET MEAT: Antonio Fiorentino and wife Maria 
Teresa with a patty-inspired pastry.

sponsible.
“I feel I have a moral re-

sponsibility to vote for [the 
ban] because of a trip I took 
to Palestine,” said Dennis 
James, who claims he saw 
bullet-riddled hospitals and 
bombed out buildings dur-
ing his trip overseas.

The high-profi le vote this 
week prompted neighborly 
rifts, political grandstand-
ing, and  more news coverage 
than some actual elections .

Members fi rst proposed 
the boycott — which would 
have cleaned the shelves of 
about six products such as 
Osem couscous and Medita-
lia basil pesto — three years 
ago in the store newsletter.

It’s not the fi rst time 
the 1,600-member shop 
has voted to ban products. 
The Park Slope Food Co-op 

banned South African prod-
ucts during apartheid and, 
more recently, plastic bags.

Some critics have called 
the plan anti-Semitic, includ-
ing  conservative internet 
TV personality Glenn Beck  
and  Mayor Bloomberg .

In the hours before the 
heated meeting, which 
wound up being the biggest 
in Co-op history, an angry 

man stormed the manager’s 
offi ce at the grocery store, 
demanding a chance to vote  
—  prompting a visit from 
the cops .

The issue was conten-
tious, and many Co-op mem-
bers say they’re just pleased 
it’s over.

“I’m happy we can have 
our hummus and eat it, 
too,” Capland said.

Continued from page 3 

Co-op

HUMMUS HOOPLA: Sue Herskovitz is no fan of a ban on Israeli 
products. Community Newspaper Group / Eli Rosenberg

Make An Impression With Your Smile
We treat children, teens, and adults. 

All phases of Family Dentistry performed in our office. 
Now accepting new patients.

CALL US TODAY FOR A CONVENIENT APPOINTMENT

Laser, Cosmetic, and Comprehensive Dentistry

1122 Avenue P (1 Block East Of Coney Island Ave.)

Telephone:  • Fax: 

Strict Sterilization Techniques

 1-718-339-78781-718-339-7878

Easter 
Sunday

451 Carroll Street
 (between Third Avenue & Nevins Street)

PARKING LOT ON PREMISES

www.montesnyc.com

The Oldest Italian 
Restaurant in Brooklyn

Established 1906

RESTAURANT - PIZZA - BAR

Our A La Carte Menu will be served 
along with Executive Chef Salvatore’s

5 Course Lamb Prix Fixe 
Dinner: $45 per person

Call for reservations

(718) 852-7800
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TOMMASO
ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Serving Fine Italian Food For 38 Years

Elegance Without Extravagance
1464 86th St., Brooklyn, NY 11228

Valet Parking Friday & Saturday

718-236-9883
 www.tommasoinbrooklyn.com

E-mail: tom@tommasoinbrooklyn.com

EASTER DINNER 2012 Sunday, April 8th

$31pp +tax & grat.

EASTER 
Choice Of:

Créme of Asparagus Soup
Special Easter Antipasto
Rigatoni w/ meat balls
Lasagna Napolitano

Spiedini Romana

ALA CARTE MENU ALSO AVAILABLE









WE BUY GET MONEY FAST
30 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS!

Westchester Square Pawnbrokers & Jewelers Ltd.

2712 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461
(Across from Wendy’s)

(718) 892-1954

White Plains Rd Pawnbrokers LLC
3201-E White Plains Road, Bronx, NY 10467

(3 Doors off Burke Ave.)

(718) 325-CASH (2274)

Castle Hill Pawnbrokers LLC
1219 A Castle Hill Ave Bronx NY 10462

(Across form Firehouse)

(718) 829-CASH (2274)

D.C.A. # 1385421 D.C.A. # 1385678

D.C.A. # 1291900 D.C.A. # 1348803

D.C.A. # 1308376 D.C.A. # 1348821

Quick Cash of Dyckman
113 Dyckman Street, New York, NY 10040

Quick Cash of Staten Island

160 Broad Street, Staten Island, NY
COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Knickerbocker

412 Knickerbocker Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11237
(Next to rainbow Shop)

(347) 442-5626
D.C.A. # 1400174 D.C.A. # 1400175

Quick Cash of Graham
125 Graham Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11206

(Between Boerum & Johnson Street)

(718) 302-CASH (2274)
D.C.A. # 1411365 D.C.A. # 1411368

Quick Cash of Utica Avenue
407 Utica Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11213

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Freeport L.L.C.
52 South Main Street . Freeport NY 11520

 (Near Sunrise Highway )

    (516) 868 -CASH (2274)

 Quick Cash of Baldwin
    1619 Grand Ave . Baldwin NY 11510

(516) 867-CASH (2274)

Quick Cash of Brentwood
245 2nd Avenue, Unit 16, Brentwood, NY 11717

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Seldon
1206 Middle Country Road, Seldon, NY 11784

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Ridgewood II

60-13 Myrtle Avenue, Ridgewood, NY 11385
(Across from Key Food)

(347) 799-1655
D.C.A. # 1390400 D.C.A. # 1390397

Roosevelt Pawnbrokers LLC
80-02 Roosevelt Avenue, Jackson Heights, NY 11372

(Entrance on 82nd Street)

(718) 803-CASH (2274)
D.C.A. # 1291902 D.C.A. # 1348839

Ridgewood I Pawn LLC

54-23A Myrtle Avenue, Ridgewood, NY 11385
(Across from McDonald’s)

(718) 497-CASH (2274)
D.C.A. # 1291892 D.C.A. # 1348852

Triborough Bridge Pawn LLC

29-22A Hoyt Avenue South, Astoria, NY 11102
(Next to Dunkin Donuts)

(718) 204-CASH (2274)
D.C.A. # 1302927 D.C.A. # 1348843

Quick Cash of Northern Blvd.
100-08 Northern Blvd., Corona, NY 11368

(718) 424-CASH (2274)

Quick Cash of Laurelton
217-06 Merrick Blvd., Laurelton, NY 11422

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of White Plain LLC

70 E. Post Road, White Plains, NY 10601
(Near White Plains Hospital)

(914) 437-8118
Licensed by the City of New Rochelle

Quick Cash of New Rochelle

199 North Avenue, New Rochell, NY 10801
(On Main Street & North Avenue)

(914) 738_LOAN (5626)
Licensed by the City of New Rochelle

Quick Cash of Port Chester LLC
109 Westchester Avenue, Post Chester, NY 10573

(Near Metro North Station)

(855) 393-CASH (2274)

Quick Cash of Ossining
Ossing, NY

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Peekskill
Peekskill, NY

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Newburgh

600 Broadway, Newburgh, NY 12550
(One Block from Newburgh Nissan Used Cars)

(845) 569-CASH (2274)
Licensed by the City of Newburgh

Quick Cash of Middletown LLC
125 Dolson Avenue, Middletown, NY 10940

(In Shoprite Shopping Center)

(845) 343-LOAN (5626)
Licensed by the City of Middletown

Quick Cash of Wappingers Falls LLC
1708 Route 9 North, Wappingers Falls, NY 12590

(Next to Lumber Liquidators)

(845) 297-CASH (2274)
Licensed by the Village of Wappingers Falls

Quick Cash of Kingston LLC

549 Albany Avenue, Kingston, NY 12401
(One Block from McDonald’s)

(845) 338-9100
Licensed by the City of Kingston

Too Busy? Go Online & Pawn!

quickcashpawnusa.com

Customers Beware of Unlicensed Pawnbrokers
All Locations Are Licensed and Insured by Lloyds Of London
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Starting today, and continu-
ing every Sunday, Brooklyn 
readers of the Sunday New York 
Post will fi nd their favorite Cou-
rier Life content in a compre-
hensive new section: Brooklyn 
Weekly.  

Brooklyn Weekly is the ulti-
mate source for neighborhood 
news that spans the borough.

Whichever corner of Kings 
County you want to speak to, 
we hit your target audience at 
effi cient zoned ad rates.  Reach 
over 150,000 loyal Brooklyn 
readers with your ad in this 
new Sunday section. 

Additional advertising oppor-
tunities are available in Queens 
Weekly and Bronx Weekly pub-
lications. You advertise only in 
the borough you want to reach.

Reach more of Brooklyn at 

low local rates.
To advertise, call your CNG 

representative, or contact Jen-
nifer at (718) 260-8302 or jstern@
cnglocal.com.

Great news for 
advertisers

Barbeque-lovin’ vege-
tarians don’t have to pass 
on this cheeseburger.

Just in time for 
grilling season, a 
Carroll Gardens 
baker is cook-
ing up art-
fully crafted 
cakes modeled 

after burgers and hotdogs 
— a sugary and strikingly 
realistic take on the clas-
sic meaty meals.

Pastry chef Antonio 
Fiorentino of Mon-

teleone Bakery 
& Café said he is 
channeling his 
passion for art 

into the chocolate-

and-mascarpone-flavored 
faux meat treats.

“I’ve always loved 
painting on little can-
vases — and this is a lot 
like that,” he said. “People 
get a kick out of it.”

Fiorentino dyes house-
made mascarpone to color 
the fake condiments and 

Welcome to Brooklyn Weekly, 
the New York Post’s new section that 
keeps you up to date on everything 
of interest in the Borough of Kings.

It’s packed with news from 
across the borough that will keep 
you informed, entertained and in-
the-know on all breaking develop-
ments that affect your daily life.

Brooklyn Weekly will feature 
news that spans the borough — 
from business to development, 
traffic to parking, education, 
transportation, parks, recreation, 
law enforcement and more.

It covers the community boards 
and the schools and takes you in-
side borough hall and the courts.

Every page will be packed with 
stories and photos to keep you cur-
rent on all that’s happening where 
you live, work and play.

If you want to go behind the 
scenes as the issues that affect 
you take shape, then Brooklyn 
Weekly is for you .

It even contains a local classi-
fied ad section. 

You won’t want to miss a single 
issue of this informative new sec-
tion. And it’s yours every week in-
side the Sunday New York Post.

Vietnam veterans as-
sembled at Fort Hamilton 
Army Base on March 23 to 
remember the fallen and 
recall their contributions 
to a war that defined a gen-
eration.

Bay Ridge residents, pol-
iticians, and army person-
nel gathered for the third 

straight year to pay tribute 
to the men and women who 
defended our country in 
Vietnam.

“It’s very touching, and 
very hard to explain,” said 
Flatbush resident and vet-
eran Rudolph Thomas, try-
ing to choke back his tears.

“I’m very glad that the 
Continued on Page 20Continued on Page 18

The Wonder Wheel is going so-
lar!

Deno’s Wonder Wheel — which 
has spun around in the dark for 
more than 30 years because of 
faulty wiring — will be illumi-
nated this summer with a $50,000 
solar-powered system that owners 
say will have it sparkling like the 
Nile.

Solar panels and 40-watt light 
bulbs are being affixed to the ride’s 

metal baskets. When everything 
is in place and the sun goes down 
this season, the ride should look 
like it did when it first opened in 
1920, explained Deno Vourderis, 
whose family owns and operates 
the legendary Ferris wheel on W. 
12th Street near Bowery Street.

“We’re bringing the old look 
back, we’re just doing it with solar 
energy this time,” Vourderis said. 
“We want to keep it classic.” 

Continued on Page 18

WHEEL 
GOES 
SOLAR

Reach more Brooklyn readers with Brooklyn Weekly!

BY KATE BRIQUELET
This Brooklynite spends his 

days as the righthand man to a 
New York City powerplayer, but 
he moonlights as a kind of private 
investigator, digging up records, 
chasing down leads, and solving 
mysteries.

No, we’re not talking about Ja-
son Schwartzman in the recently 
axed TV show “Bored to Death” — 
this is the story of Mark Zustovich, 
press secretary to Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz by day, genealogist 
by night.

When he’s not working as Mar-
ty’s mouthpiece, Zustovich works 
his cases, researching long-lost 
siblings, bygone property owners, 
and sometimes unearthing ancient 
family secrets.

“It’s about more than just 
names, dates and facts,” said Zus-
tovich, who became an ancestral 
detective two years ago. “You get 
a great deal of satisfaction when 
you make a phone call and say, 
‘Guess what? I found your brother 
or grandmother.’ ”

So far, his clients have included 
a Queens resident seeking proof 
of his family ties to the American 

Revolution and a California 
man confronting a relative’s 
criminal history.

“What you uncover may not 
make people happy,” Zustovich 
said. “His ancestor was in jail 
and married and divorced at 
least three times.”

Sometimes the cases hit 
close to home — even for this 
hardboiled family detective.

In his sleuthing, Zustovich 
found out that his grandfather 
had a previous wife and kids 
that no one talked about.

“It gets very personal when 
you suddenly realize there are 
stories behind all these peo-
ple,” he said. “They’re no lon-
ger just names on your family 
tree.”

The Borough Hall wingman 
juggles two or three clients at 
once, but does little to publicize 
it.

He’s traced his own blood-
line to London in the 1500s and 
a pal’s lineage to 1200s France 
— but he’s still working on his 
boss’ backstory.

“Over the years, my staff 
has included everyone from 

published authors to attorneys to 
nurses,” Markowitz said. “So in a 
borough rich in history, diversity 
and family tradition, it was only a 
matter of time before we had a ge-
nealogist!” 

The Beep says he’s proud of his 
spokesman, but remained mum on 
his past, claiming his forebears 
hail from Russia and possibly Po-
land, but he doesn’t know much 
else.

For Zustovich, it’s the fragil-
ity of family trees that makes his 
cases so enthralling.

“Genealogy brings out all the 
very weak links in your existence,” 
said Zustovich, who is gearing up 
for a big document dump when 
feds disclose the 1940 U.S. Census 
— crucial records for cases in the 
World War II-era — on April 2 at 9 
am. 

“These could have been broken 
at any time and you would not ex-
ist. It freaks me out every time I 
think about it.”

Zustovich named his company 
Baka Genealogy, after his story-
telling grandmother who hailed 
from Istria. For info, visit www.
istriamark.com. 

Borough President Markowitz’s wingman is busy solving history’s mysteries

BROOKLYN’S TIME SLEUTH

FAMILY TIES: Borough Hall’s Mark Zustovich moonlights as a genealogist — using Brook-
lyn Historical Society records to delve into family trees. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
AND ELI ROSENBERG

A wildly controversial 
campaign by members of 
the Park Slope Food Co-op 
to enact a storewide ban on 
Israeli-made food products 
died at an initial vote on 
Tuesday.

Members of the shopper-
run, politically active gro-
cery store voted 1,005–653 
against scheduling an of-
fi cial vote on the hummus 
boycott, saying it unfairly 
singles out Israel — and 
that politics don’t belong at 
the dinner table.

“If you don’t like some-
thing don’t buy it — but 
keep politics out of the Co-
op,” said member Levi Cap-
land. 

Hundreds of members, 
from sign-waving demonstra-

tors to breast-feeding moms, 
joined reporters from Jew-
ish publications and national 
news outlets in a packed 
room at Brooklyn Technical 
High School as grocery store 
patrons cast ballots on the 
proposed boycott.

Protesters stormed the 
high school, waving anti- 
and pro-Israel signs outside 
the private meeting, where 
members gave tense, emo-
tionally charged testimony 
about whether the store 
should ban Israeli-made 
goods including hummus, 
paprika, and olive spread 
due to the country’s alleged 
human rights violations 
against Palestinians.

Some members backed 
up that idea, saying the 
store should act socially re-

Co-op’s Israel 
ban gets canned

FOOD FIGHT: Gina Eichenbaum-Pikser rallied with 
supporters of a proposed boycott of Israeli-made 
food at the Park Slope Food Co-op. Continued on Page 20

ALL BROOKLYN, EVERY WEEK: The 
cover of the premier issue of Brook-
lyn Weekly.
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A band of blasphemers 

desecrated several statues 
on the monastery grounds 
of Visitation Academy in 
Bay Ridge, even going so far 
as to behead the likeness of 
a helpless lamb.

The statues, arranged in 
positions of prayer around 
a sculpture of the Virgin 
Mary, were knocked off 
their pedestals overnight 
last Wednesday — and two 
of them were dragged away.

“Of course I’m hurt,” 
said the monastery’s supe-
rior, Mother Pauline, who 
found out about the vandal-
ism from a worshipper at-
tending Mass. “By the time 
I got out there, the police 
were already here.”

Cops say the weight of 
the stone fi gurines means 
several people were likely 
involved in the crime, 
which comes a month into 

the Lenten season.
Investigators suspect 

the sacrilege on the grounds 
of the Catholic girls’ school 
was intended as a prank, 
not as any kind of anti-reli-
gious gesture. 

As police scoured the 
scene and gathered evidence 
— including the lamb’s sev-
ered head — they recovered 
a glass candle and a bottle 
of Guinness that will be 
checked for fi ngerprints 
and DNA evidence, NYPD 
sources said.

The crime outraged 
Councilman Vincent Gen-
tile (D–Bay Ridge), who 
called the vandalism cow-
ardly and despicable and 
promised the monastery 
assistance in restoring the 
statues.

State Sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge) has put up 
a $1,000 reward for any-
one who helps capture the 

crooks, saying the vandal-
ism at Visitation is “a direct 
attack on the values and 
teachings of the Catholic 
Church.”

The mother superior 
said she has no idea who is 
behind the act of impiety, 
since the monastery has 
had no problem with van-
dalism before.

She declined to say if 
the monastery would press 
charges against the van-
dals if they were caught, or 
forgive the sinners.

“We’ll let the police han-
dle it,” she said.

The statue attack comes 
months after metal-loving 
graffi ti writers  scribbled 
KISS-style makeup on 
sculptures of the Virgin 
Mary and baby Jesus  out-
side of a Williamsburg 
house of worship.

Police said they were 
 searching for a KISS fan .

Visitation Academy’s religious statue beheaded

TAGGED AND BAGGED: The head of a lamb 
gets fi led as evidence by police investigat-
ing vandalism on the school’s grounds. 

MARY’S LAMB CHOPPED

OFF WITH ITS HEAD: Someone decapitated this lamb statue 
outside of Visitation Academy in Bay Ridge.
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BOUNTIFUL
bunnies

with pineapple bunnies 
dipped in chocolate (718) 837-3784 

1446 86th Street location
Brooklyn, NY 11228

347-587-7500
5114 Avenue N location

Brooklyn, NY 11234
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Wanna buy a hockey 

team?
The owners of the Avia-

tors are desperately seeking 
outside fi nanciers to help 
them with their two-year-
old minor league hockey 
squad’s operating costs — 
and if they don’t fi nd a new 
cash supply soon, Brook-
lyn’s Boys of Winter will 
hang up their hockey sticks 
and go the way of the Brook-
lyn Dodgers, sources close 
to the team said.

“The Aviators are look-
ing for alternative means of 
fi nance,” team owner Brian 
O’Donahue admitted, but 
said the A’s are hoping to 
begin their third season at 
the Aviator Sports and Rec-
reation Center — which the 
team’s rabid fans call the 
Hangar —  in Mill Basin 
this fall. 

“It’s no secret that this 
hockey team is not a money-
making operation, but we 
know it can be,” he said. 
“That’s why we’re looking 
for alternate sources of in-
come. We’re taking it step 
by step and hope that noth-
ing about the team will 
change.”

But sources from inside 
the Federal Hockey League, 
which the Aviators belong 

to, aren’t surprised that 
the Aviators are in trouble 
— minor league teams are 
notorious for bleeding cash, 
they said.

“Everybody loses money 
in this venture, the Dan-
bury Whalers are probably 
the only team that makes 
money right now,” said a 
source close to the Aviators. 
“It’s minor league sports 
and it’s a product you have 
to build.”

The Brooklyn Aviators 
— formerly the Brooklyn 
Aces — exploded onto the 
minor-league skating scene 

during the Federal Hockey 
League’s premier 2010-2011 
season. 

The A’s won 21 straight 
games during their fresh-
man year, ending the sea-
son as the Federal Hockey 
League’s top-ranked team 
before falling to the hated 
Akwesasne Warriors in the 
fourth round of the Com-
missioner’s Cup series. 

Last season was less im-
pressive: the Aviators fi n-
ished in fourth place, before 
being defeated by the Dan-
bury Whalers in the fi rst 
round of the playoffs.

$89999

LEAH Full Size
Sofabed

CONNER
Chaise
Recliner

Orig. $849.99

RALEIGH
Recliner

LYLE
LEATHER
Recliner

$89999
Orig. $869.99 Orig. $999.99

LAUREL
Designer Sofa
Orig. $1199.99

$74999

ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
150 Sunrise Hwy
516-766-0910

CARLE PLACE
265 Glen Cove Rd.
516-248-2323

FARMINGDALE
1644 Route 110
631-845-4790

SETAUKET
4016 Nesconset Hwy. (Rte 347)
631-642-3240

ALL STORES OPEN: Monday– Saturday 10am-9pm (RVC Sat.10am-6pm), Sunday 11am-6pm

The BEST & LARGEST DISPLAY of La-Z-Boy Furniture in the Metro Area!

1-800-RECLINER          WWW.LAZBOY.COM/LONGISLAND-NYC

The BEST & LARGEST DISPLAY of La-Z-Boy Furniture in the Metro Area!

OVER 100 RECLINERS ON DISPLAY! • NEXT DAY DELIVERY ON EVERYTHING IN STOCK!†

$49999$46999

Photos are for illustration only. Not all items in all stores. Delivery charges apply. Immediate delivery, in stock items only.
†Restrictions apply. Available on in-stock merchandise, Delivery Days Tuesday thru Saturday.

Purchase must be made prior to 2 pm. May not apply to certain delivery locations. See store for details.

SAVE 
$380

SAVE 
$450

SAVE 
$370 4 Lift Chair

Styles
Available

GIVES YOU AN EXTRA BOOST!
Some with Heat & Massage

“Come in and feel the difference.”“Come in and feel the difference.”

Attention Brooklyn! 

A 15 Minute Drive Can 
Save You An Additional 15%!

SAVE

10%
to50%

OFF

SAVE AN

EXTRA15%OFF
ALREADY DISCOUNTED PRICES!With this coupon only. Excludes ad specials, clearance items, hot buysand prior sales. Can’t be combined with other offers. $500 Min.Purchase. Limit one per customer. Exp 4/9/12.

VAIL Recliner

$29999

$79999
CLARK RECLINING SOFA

Orig. $1135.99

SAVE 
$490

SAVE 
$330

B

ON THIN ICE: Center Jesse Felten is one of the star Aviators who 
may be forced to take up golf if the team folds. 
 File photo by Steve Solomonson

Aviators may hang 
up hockey sticks

Zombies invade Downtown
BY MOSES JEFFERSON

Some people say Downtown 
is dead. 

Last week, they were partly 
right.

The undead took Clinton 
Street and Borough Hall as 
dozens of actors decked out in 
zombie costumes and makeup 
stormed the neighborhood for 
a New York Lottery commer-
cial.

Extras lurched down the 
drag while a film crew made 
the street look like a hor-
ror movie, with upside down 
cars, and, of course, brain 
eaters.

At left, a gaggle of blue-
collar zombies go in search of 
brains for dinner. Ph
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Seven seniors were among eight passen-

gers hospitalized on Tuesday with severe 
but non-threatening injuries after a cop-
fl eeing SUV slammed into their bus at Colo-
nial Road and 78th Street in Bay Ridge, said 
authorities.

Cops said they spotted the speeding black 
vehicle on the Belt Parkway at around 1 pm 
charging toward the Gowanus Expressway.  
Police tried to stop the vehicle, but the driver 
took them on a wild goose chase through 
Bay Ridge until it rammed into an oncom-
ing transporter bus from the Bay Ridge Cen-
ter for Older Adults, knocking it on its side. 

The driver then tried to escape, said po-
lice, who claim they cornered the vehicle 
and arrested all three people inside. 

Charges against the suspects are pend-
ing. 

The badly hurt driver and his wounded 
passengers were taken by ambulance to 
Lutheran Medical Center and Maimonides 
Medical Center, said an FDNY spokesman. 

Three other people who were also aboard 
the bus refused medical attention, said au-
thorities.

Seniors injured in 
harrowing crash

TOTALED: Police arrested the driver and passengers of this SUV (bottom, right) after they collided with a bus (top) carrying a group of seniors at 78th 
Street and Colonial Road in Bay Ridge. Photos by Paul Martinka
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Serving Dinner From Noon On 
Make your reservation today

Open 7 days for 

Oyster Bar 
Private Party Rooms Available

8201 3rd Avenue  Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-833-6666
www.thepearlroom.com

THE MOST AWARD WINNING RESTAURANT

IN THE BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN

3 Course Gourmet

Easter Menu
                          $5000

 per person

* You have the one-time option, at any time during the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term. **Annual Percentage Yields 

(APYs) are effective February 1, 2012 and are subject to change without notice. Other terms and rates available. FDIC regulations apply. Minimum deposit is $500. There is a substantial penalty and IRS penalty for 

premature withdrawals. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. ***Limit 100 Reward Points per IRA account. Check www.RidgewoodRewards.com for latest rewards item selection. All items subject to change. The 

Bank has the right to substitute gifts of comparable value and quality. Offer available for IRA contributions only. Offer is good through April 17, 2012. Minimum deposit to qualify for Reward Points or Watch is $1,500 

and CD term must be at least one year.
Member FDIC

18 MONTH TRADITIONAL IRA CD

1.00%
 APY**

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS TIMELY IRA OFFER!
Bump-Up For A Better Rate!*

WHEN YOU OPEN AN IRA OR 
COVERDELL EDUCATION 
ACCOUNT WITH $1,500 OR MORE 
BEFORE APRIL 17TH, YOU MAY 
CHOOSE EITHER A STYLISH 
MEN’S OR LADIES’ WATCH, OR 
RECEIVE 100 REWARD POINTS*** 
REDEEMABLE FOR EXCITING 
GIFTS LIKE THOSE SHOWN!

Enjoy A Shorter Term!

Minimum Deposit is $500 

5 YEAR BUMP-UP IRA CD

1.85%
 APY**

3 YEAR BUMP-UP IRA CD

1.35%
 APY**

I69478.07
SUNBEAM® 
Durant 7-Piece Cutlery Set   

i25218
PROCTOR-SILEX® 
Compact Grill   

ITOOL0276
SUNSCOPE® 
28-Piece Tool Set

I39605 
CHICAGO POWER TOOLS®

Wet/Dry Portable Vacuum

I76375
HAMILTON BEACH®

SurecutTM Extra-Tall Can Opener

IWF308
WEATHERX® 
Radio Flashlight      

Visit www.ridgewoodbank.com

“On The Move!”
KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

585 Schenectady Avenue | Brooklyn, NY 11203 | 718-604-5000
www.kingsbrook.org

Making Strides
in Quality!

“Kingsbrook’s nurses are 
the best in Brooklyn for 
their ability to connect 
with patients, build trusting 
relationships & identify 
with patient needs.”*

*2Q2009-1Q2010 HCAHPS patient satisfaction  
  survey rates Kingsbrook’s nurses the highest in  
  Brooklyn for communicating well with patients.

That’s Quality
That’s Kingsbrook!
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Mystery furniture sparks bench warfare between food cart, merchants

Street seats block street meats
By Will Bredderman

A controversial Bay Ridge food 
cart is fighting for its life — and 
its location — after someone in-
stalled a pair of metal benches 
in its usual spot on Fifth Avenue 
near 86th Street last Thursday.

Two mysterious benches ma-
terialized on the neighborhood’s 
busiest retail stretch after months 
of tension between Middle Eastern 
Halal Cart and nearby business 
owners, who claim the gyro seller 
pollutes the sidewalk, attracts 
rowdy drunks, and gets off with-
out paying the same steep rents as 
brick-and-mortar restaurants.

In fact, one 86th Street bar 
owner was hoping to uproot the 
food cart by installing flower beds 
on its prime piece of sidewalk 
real estate when the seats popped 
up sometime after 4 am — after 
Sammy Kassen, the cart’s man-
ager, closed up shop for the night.

“Once we left, like robbers, they 
came and put these benches in,” 
said Kassen, who had to dismiss 
his workers for the day and tow 

the cart away, since his business is 
only licensed to sell at that corner.

It’s not clear who’s behind 
the benches. The Department of 
Transportation said it did not 
authorize the installation of the 
seats and 86th Street Business 
Improvement District manager 
Patrick Condren, whose organi-
zation is in charge of overseeing 
improvements to the area, denied 
any knowledge of or involvement 

in their mysterious appearance.
But wherever the mismatched 

street seats — one black and one 
green — came from, business 
owners and residents on the block 
are thrilled to have them.

Tony Gentile, owner of the 86th 
Street watering hole Lone Star 
Bar, has long complained about 
the food cart, going so far as to ap-
ply to have planters installed in 
Middle Eastern’s parking space.

“The corner is filthy,” said Gen-
tile, who insisted he didn’t install 
the benches himself. “They pour 
grease onto the sidewalk, they’ve 
got their customers sitting around 
eating, and they just leave their gar-
bage. Nobody cleans it up. I see mice 
and rats coming out of the grate and 
eating the rice on the sidewalk. It’s a 
quality of life issue.”

Robert Kundert, whose apart-
ment is directly across the street 

from Middle Eastern’s typical 
parking spot, says the cart at-
tracts unsavory characters whose 
noise keeps him up into the small 
hours of the morning.

“All night long it’s the same 
thing. People double-parked, curs-
ing, fighting. They wouldn’t be here 
if it wasn’t for them,” he said. “When 
they’re not there during the Muslim 
holidays, the corner’s quiet.”

Kassen defended the business, 
saying that Middle Eastern pays 
permit fees and sales taxes, and that 
it routinely cleans up its corner.

The benches will only make his 
staff suffer, according to Kassen.

“We’re like everybody else 
here,” he said. “We want to work, 
we want to make money. Our busi-
ness is permitted to be here. This 
can’t be legal.”

Kassen might be right — the De-
partment of Transportation says 
the non-sanctioned street seats will 
be removed, though it’s unclear 
how long the benches will remain 
in place, and how long the pita 
venders will be without a home.

food for thought: Bay Ridge bar owner Tony Gentile (left) lounges on one of the benches installed on Fifth Avenue near 
86th Street under the cover of darkness — keeping Sammy Kassen (right) from parking his controversial food cart.
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4523 Avenue N • (Corner of E. 46th St.) • 718-692-1020

Easter Sunday Celebrations
(April 7th)

Special Four Course Menu

Regular menu also available

Easter Sunday Celebrations
(April 7th)(April 7th)

Special Four Course Menu

With Live Entertainment by SaL CaSta 
5:30 - 9 p.m.

$34.95 pp (incl. wine, beer & soda) or 
$27.95 pp (without drinks)

LIVE ENtERtaINMENt
Every Fri. & Sat. 7:30pm - 11:30pm

Party Accomodations For All Occasions
On & Off Premises Catering Available

Lunch special 7 days • We deliver by cars
Happy hour daily!

www.zplasty.com | Credit Cards Accepted | Care Credit Available

M Zakir Sabry MD, PC
Board Certified | Aesthestic & Reconstructive Plastic Surgeon

Medispa
Plastic Surgery Center

&
Offering upper east side services to brooklyn

fresh face • thin waist • a beautiful you

NEW!
“LosE iNchEs”

A non-invasive procedure to reduce 
fat and sculpt 

your body. No needles, 
syringes or scalpel and 

NO downtime!

coolsculpting TM

the latest and best in 
non-surgical facial rejuvenation

Botox • Fillers • Hydrafacial • Laser 
(skin rejuvenation, veins, hair reduction)

Facelift
Necklift 
Eyelid Surgery 
Breast reduction and 
reconstruction
Tummy tuck

Liposuction
Thigh lift
Fat grafting
Torn earlobe repair 
(office procedure)

cosmetic surgery

$100.00 Off
on 1st Treatment of Coolsculpting

when you mention this ad

manhattan
936 Fifth Avenue, Office 2
New York, NY 10021

brooklyn
459 77th Street | Bklyn, NY 11209
718.238.7400

long island
2800 Marcus Avenue, Suite
Lake Success, NY 11042
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When you have diabetes your body 
does not make enough insulin (type 
1), or is unable to use insulin prop-
erly (type 2). The cells of your body 
do not absorb enough insulin from 
your blood. As a result, you may 
have high sugar in your blood, and 
life threatening complications may 
result. 
Type 2 Diabetes occurs mostly in 
adults over 40, especially overweight 
adults.  About 16 million people in 
the United States are diabetic. The 
highest rate of type 2 diabetes are 
among native Americans, Hispanics 
and African Americans.

What Are The Symptoms?

The goal of treatment is to control 
the level of sugar in your blood.  
You want to try to keep it in the 
same range as a nondiabetic person.

What Is
Diabetes?

Advertisement

You Just Learn To Live 
With It, Right?

WRONG!
Dr. Harry Shapiro

Board-Certified Diabetes Specialist
Has The Latest Treatment and Evaluation Plan

To Help You Now!
Excellent Control of Blood Sugar Can Help Reduce 

Complications Of:

DR. HARRY SHAPIRO
718-946-7557

By Appointment Only

130 Brighton Beach Ave.
 (Cor. Of Ocean Pkwy. & Brighton Beach Ave.)

 Brooklyn, NY 11235
Harry Shapiro, MD is a Board Certified Endocrin olo gist-Gland Hormone Diabetes. 

He is a graduate of Albert Einstein College of Medicine and 
completed his endocrinology fellowship at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine.
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