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BY DANIEL BUSH
The Wonder Wheel is going so-

lar!
Deno’s Wonder Wheel — which 

has spun around in the dark for 
more than 30 years because of 
faulty wiring — will be illumi-
nated this summer with a $50,000 
solar-powered system that owners 
say will have it sparkling like the 
Nile.

Solar panels and 40-watt light 
bulbs are being affi xed to the ride’s 
metal baskets. When everything 
is in place and the sun goes down 
this season, the ride should look 
like it did when it fi rst opened in 
1920, explained Deno Vourderis, 
whose family owns and operates 
the legendary Ferris wheel on W. 
12th Street near Bowery Street.

“We’re bringing the old look 
back, we’re just doing it with solar 
energy this time,” Vourderis said. 
“We want to keep it classic.” 

Vourderis says the small so-
lar panels on top of the ride’s 16 
swinging cars will store energy 
during the day and power the bas-
ket bulbs at night. 

But the new lighting system 
won’t be installed on the Ferris 
wheel’s eight fi xed cars — which 
don’t swing as riders are carried 
150 feet into the air for $6 a spin, 
Vourderis said.

Deno’s Wonder Wheel hasn’t 
been illuminated since 1981. Vour-

BY ELI ROSENBERG
The city has fi red an octoge-

narian park volunteer, bowing 
to demands of parents who claim 
that the senior follows Parks’ 
rules too strictly and yells obscen-
ities at them and their small kids 
for minor infractions.

Leroy Harris, 85, a Jamaica 
immigrant, had been opening and 
closing the Lt. Narvaez Tot Lot 
near Cortelyou and Argyle roads 
since the early 1990s — but par-
ents say the elderly caretaker had 
begun shouting R-rated words 
at them as they enjoyed the play-
ground with their small children.

“He just kept yelling at moth-
ers and their children, telling 
them they couldn’t be here and 
cursing,” said Eric Bryant, who 

Parents say 
85-year-old 

yelled at kids

Continued on Page 17Continued on Page 17
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OUTSIDE LOOKING IN: Leroy Harris, 85, was a volunteer at the Lt. Federico Narvaez Tot Lot in Ditmas Park for decades 
— but says residents forced the city to let him go. Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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BY KATE BRIQUELET
This Brooklynite spends his days 

as the righthand man to a New York 
City powerplayer, but he moonlights 
as a kind of private investigator, dig-
ging up records, chasing down leads, 
and solving mysteries.

No, we’re not talking about Ja-
son Schwartzman in the recently 
axed TV show “Bored to Death” — 
this is the story of Mark Zustovich, 
press secretary to Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz by day, genealogist 
by night.

When he’s not working as Mar-
ty’s mouthpiece, Zustovich works 
his cases, researching long-lost sib-
lings, bygone property owners, and 
sometimes unearthing ancient fam-
ily secrets.

“It’s about more than just names, 
dates and facts,” said Zustovich, who 
became an ancestral detective two 
years ago. “You get a great deal of 
satisfaction when you make a phone 
call and say, ‘Guess what? I found 
your brother or grandmother.’ ”

So far, his clients have included a 
Queens resident seeking proof of his 
family ties to the American Revolu-
tion and a California man confront-
ing a relative’s criminal history.

“What you uncover may not make 
people happy,” Zustovich said. “His 
ancestor was in jail abd married and 
divorced at least three times.”

Sometimes the cases hit close 
to home — even for this hardboiled 

family detective.
In his sleuthing, Zustovich found 

out that his grandfather had a previ-
ous wife and kids that no one talked 
about.

“It gets very personal when you 
suddenly realize there are stories 
behind all these people,” he said. 
“They’re no longer just names on 
your family tree.”

The Borough Hall wingman jug-
gles two or three clients at once, but 
does little to publicize it.

He’s traced his own bloodline to 
London in the 1500s and a pal’s lin-
eage to 1200s France — but he’s still 
working on his boss’ backstory.

“Over the years, my staff has 
included everyone from published 
authors to attorneys to nurses,” 
Markowitz said. “So in a borough 
rich in history, diversity and family 
tradition, it was only a matter of time 
before we had a genealogist!” 

The Beep says he’s proud of his 
spokesman, but remained mum on 
his past, claiming his forebears hail 
from Russia and possibly Poland, but 
he doesn’t know much else.

For Zustovich, it’s the fragility of 
family trees that makes his cases so 
enthralling.

“Genealogy brings out all the 
very weak links in your existence,” 
said Zustovich, who is gearing up for 
a big document dump when feds dis-
close the 1940 U.S. Census — crucial 
records for cases in the World War II-
era — on April 2 at 9 am. 

“These could have been broken 
at any time and you would not exist. 
It freaks me out every time I think 
about it.”

Zustovich named his company, 
Baka Genealogy, after his storytell-
ing grandmother who hailed from 
Istria. For info, visit www.istria-
mark.com. 
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By Will Bredderman

It’s the one event that brings together all of Williamsburg’s 
guitar aficionados — those who actually play guitar and 
those who just carry them around because they look 

cool.
More than 30 dealers of guitars and all the stuff that 

goes with them will take over the stage and concert space at 
Brooklyn Bowl on April 1 — uniting rock music, bowling, 
and alcohol in a way not seen since the premiere of “The Big 
Lebowski.”

When it debuted last year, the Brooklyn Springtime Guitar 
Show was the first expo for strummers in the city in a decade 
— and the borough’s rockers were sorely missing an event of 
its kind, according to organizers “Uncle” Mike Schnapp, a 
Bowl DJ, and Lisa Sharken, a veteran music gear magazine 
writer and technician.

“My friends who are dealers were reminiscing about the 
days when there were guitar shows in the basement of a 
church on the Lower East Side,” Sharken said. “I checked out 
the venue and looked at the space, and I said, ‘You know, I 
think I can make this work.’”

Last year’s expo attracted 1,200 attendees, leading 

Schnapp and Sharken to organize a fall follow-up, and this 
show is drawing vendors from as far away as Arizona and 
Belgium.

The guitar sellers might be coming from all over 
the world, but what makes the show special is its 
local feel, said Garret Landes, the man- ager of 
Williamsburg’s Main Drag Music.

Not only is Brooklyn Bowl worlds 
different from the hangar-style con-
vention centers that host most guitar 
shows — Williamsburg attracts a 
totally different scene than 
a suburban expo, said 
Southside Guitars co-
owner Ben Taylor.

“It gets a much 
younger crowd,” 
said Taylor. “It’s 
people who live in 
Williamsburg and 
are familiar with 
modern rock-and-roll 

instead of a million people who are trying to 
emulate Eric Clapton.”

From straps to gear, Schnapp, who helped 
organize a popular series of record shows at 

Brooklyn Bowl, said the expo would let fans Fenders 
and people who go gaga for Gibsons make peace over 

brews, bowling, and grub from the house restaurant, Blue 
Ribbon.

For Sharken, the expo is all about creating a strong 
Brooklyn network of guitar builders and sellers.

“The whole idea was really to bring back the local 
market, promote all the local businesses, let them show 
their faces and give them some exposure to the public,” 

Sharken says.
But not all of the vendors go in with just business in mind.
“It’s not even about selling a lot,” says Landes. “It’s about 

being there and being part of a community, talking and get-
ting to know other people in the industry.”

The Second Annual Brooklyn Springtime Guitar Show at 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Avenue, between North 11th Street 
and North 12th Street, Williamsburg. (718) 963-3369] April 
1, 11 am. Free.

Guitar show will rock Williamsburg

Rock ‘n’ roll: Lisa Sharken and Mike Schnapp — a.k.a. 
DJ Uncle Mike — show off Sharken’s guitars before 
riding off to the second annual Brooklyn Springtime 
Guitar Show at Brooklyn Bowl on April 1.

Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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BKLYN’S TIME SLEUTH

Zombies invade B’Hall
BY MOSES JEFFERSON

Some people say Downtown 
is dead. Last week, they were 
partly right.

The undead took Clinton 
Street and Borough Hall as 
dozens of actors decked out in 
zombie costumes and makeup 
stormed the neighborhood for a 
New York Lottery commercial.

Extras lurched down the 
drag while a fi lm crew made the 
street look like a horror movie, 
with upside down cars, and, of 
course, brain eaters.

(Left) A punked-out zombie 
sends chills down our photo-
grpaher’s spine. (Right) A gag-
gle of blue-collar zombies go in 
search of brains for dinner. 

FAMILY TIES: Borough Hall’s Mark Zustovich moonlights as a genealogist — using Brook-
lyn Historical Society records to delve into family trees. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY DANIEL BUSH
Republican rookie David 

Storobin is clinging to a 143-vote 
lead over Councilman Lew Fidler 
(D–Marine Park) in the hard-
fought race to replace disgraced 
former state Sen. Carl Kruger, ac-
cording to the results of a recount 
last Wednesday.

Storobin’s razor-thin lead grew 
by 23 votes after poll workers re-
counted machine ballots from last 
Tuesday night’s  too-close-to-call 
special election  for the vacant 
Senate seat.

The Russian-born lawyer 
emerged with 10,505 votes, while 
Fidler wound up with 10,362.

Final results will be deter-
mined by more than 700 emergency 
and absentee ballots that will be 
counted next week. The city Board 
of Elections is expected to an-
nounce a winner by the fi rst week 
in April, several sources said.

Early returns on Tuesday 
night had Storobin up by 120, but 
Fidler claimed he beat his rival by 
more than 200 votes. 

Both sides declared victory — 
and they doubled down on their 
claims after Wednesday’s recount.

“We’re confi dent that when 
every vote is counted Lew Fi-
dler will be elected,” said Fidler 
spokesman Kalman Yeger.

Yeger said Fidler supporters 
cast a majority of the absentee bal-
lots in the heavily blue-leaning, 

Brighton Beach-to-Mill Basin dis-
trict, where Democrats outnum-
ber Republicans roughly 5–1.

But Storobin’s camp scoffed at 
the claim.

“They had a huge voter reg-
istration advantage in the dis-
trict and they lost,” said Storobin 
spokesman David Simpson. “Why 
would they have a magical come-
from-behind victory with absen-
tee ballots? It’s utter nonsense.”

Fidler’s backers refused to 
throw in the towel, but acknowl-
edged that Storobin ran a surpris-
ingly strong campaign.

“There was more motivation 
on the Republican side than there 
was on the Democratic side,” said 
Democratic District Leader Mike 
Geller. “Democrats thought Fi-
dler was a safe bet because every-
one knew him.”

The zany fi nish adds another 
chapter to an ugly race that started 
soon after Kruger resigned in De-
cember,  hours before pleading 
guilty  to taking more than $1 mil-
lion in bribes.

Fidler, who is term-limited out 
of offi ce in 2013, entered the race 
as the clear front-runner — but Re-
publican leaders  vowed to spend 
up to $500,000  to help Storobin 
win and expand the GOP’s base 
across Southern Brooklyn, which 
has long been considered a Demo-
cratic stronghold. 

The race quickly became a 
smear campaign after Fidler, who 
is Jewish, accused his opponent 
of having ties to Neo-Nazi groups. 
Storobin, who is also Jewish, dis-
puted the claim, sparking a war of 
words between the two men that 
turned the race into a referendum 
on their faiths and position on abor-
tion and gay marriage — hot-button 
issues for the area’s infl uential Or-
thodox and Hasidic communities, 
which tend to vote Republican.

The special election took an-
other strange twist when a state 
committee determined that Kru-
ger’s district will disappear in 
December under new legislative 
maps. 

Whoever wins the seat will 
have to run in another district, or 
a new district that encompasses, 
Borough Park, Midwood and 
Homecrest.

GOPer has edge over Fidler in race for Kruger seat 

BY DANIEL BUSH
The fi ght for disgraced state 

Sen. Carl Kruger’s seat has gone 
into overtime — and the prize is 
dying on the vine.

Whoever wins the open state 
senate spot — be it Councilman 
Lew Fidler (D–Marine Park) or 
Republican Brighton Beach at-
torney David Storobin — they 
will only be allowed to stay in 
Albany for about nine months, 
After that,  the scandal-scarred 
district vanishes from the face 
of the Earth . 

State legislators have fi nal-
ized new political maps that will 
carve up Kruger’s old stomp-
ing grounds between state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge), 
Senate Minority Leader John 
Sampson (D–Canarsie) and a 
new district that will encom-
pass Borough Park, Midwood 
and parts of Homecrest, where 
Orthodox residents tend to vote 
Republican.

That means, come November, 
whoever grabs up Kruger’s seat 
has to choose between retiring 
from state politics in December, 
taking on Golden or Sampson, or 
running for the open election in 
the new Jewish district.

Political watchdogs say Fi-
dler is much more likely to 
run in the new district or face 
Golden than take on Sampson. 
Fidler declined to comment on 
the matter.

Storobin also declined to dis-
cuss his plans, but is said to be 
eyeing the new Borough Park 
district as well.

Glenn Nocera, the president 
of the Brooklyn Young Repub-
lican Club, said the 32-year-old 
Soviet-born lawyer would most 
likely be the Republican front-

runner in the race for the con-
servative Jewish district. 

“Either way it’s a win-win,” 
Nocera said.

But others claim Fidler could 
win the new district — and even 
beat Golden, a popular GOP fi g-
ure in Southern Brooklyn — if 
he sets his mind to the task.

“If Fidler’s forced to run in 
the new Orthodox district or 
against Golden, he’s got a track 
record to run on,” said state Sen. 
Diane Savino (D–Coney Island), 
who saw her district lines change 
slightly under the new plan.

New York state assembly and 
senate lines are redrawn every 
decade so the districts jive with 
population shifts outlined in the 
census. Critics, pointing to the 
new conservative district be-
ing built in Borough Park, say 
politicians use the redistricting 
process to make sure that the po-
litical party currently in power 
stays in power.

Nine months for 
Kruger successor

STOROBIN AHEAD

More Coney changes afoot
BY THOMAS TRACY

Some major changes are 
planned for Coney Island, and 
those entering the iconic amuse-
ment district will be the fi rst 
ones to notice it.

On Monday, the city unveiled a 
new $11 million plan to bring new 
life to the iconic Boardwalk’s en-
trance on W. Eighth Street by tear-
ing down the rusting MTA bridge 
that runs from the train station to 
the New York Aquarium.

The city plans to replace the 
bridge with a welcoming raised 

gateway — which will be built on 
a vacant lot two blocks over on W. 
10th Street — that will rival the 
entrance on Stillwell Avenue, city 
offi cials told the New York Post.

The proposed changes were 
announced just weeks after the 
city’s Public Design Commis-
sion unanimously approved 
the Parks Department’s plan to 
replace a section of the Board-
walk with concrete and recycled 
plastic lumber — a move that 
outraged longtime Coney Island 
preservationists.

DOIN’ TIME: Disgraced State Sen. 
Carl Kruger is facing at least 10 years 
in jail, but his replacement in Albany 
will only be in offi ce for nine months.
 Associated Press / Louis Lanzano

WIN WITH STOROBIN: David Storobin (center) claims victory as Brooklyn GOP boss Craig Eaton (left) and state Sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge) stand by his side. Lew Fidler (below) hopes the count of absentee votes puts him on top.
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BY DANIEL BUSH
This may be your last 

summer to bump your a-- 
off in Coney Island.

Developer Joe Sitt is 
considering closing Surf 
Avenue’s Eldorado Auto Sk-
ooter after buying the prop-
erty from longtime owner 
Sheila Fitlin earlier this 
month, but plans are in mo-
tion to make sure that the 
classic Surf Avenue electric 
bumper car ride — whose 
famed pink sign told visi-
tors to “bump your a-- off” 
— will remain open for one 
more season.

Fitlin said she decided 
to call it quits after running 
the electric bumper cars 
near W. 12th Street for 39 
years.

“It was time,” said Fit-
lin, who wouldn’t reveal 
the property’s sale price. “I 
couldn’t do it anymore.”

The venue hadn’t 
changed much since Fitlin 
opened it in the 1970s: it 

still featured disco music, 
nightclub lighting, and ar-
cade games like Skee ball 
in the back of the building, 
which has an entrance on 
Bowery Street in the heart 
of Coney’s historic amuse-
ment district.

A Sitt spokesman said the 
developer is hammering out 
a deal with the arcade’s long-
time operator, Gordon Lee, 
who helped Fitlin and her 
son run the business, to keep 
the Eldorado open well into 
2013 — but both sides haven’t 
reached an agreement with 
two weeks remaining before 
the start of Coney Island’s 
summer season.

“Pending that outcome, 
we’d love to keep the bum-
per cars operating for at 
least another year,” Sitt 
spokesman Stefan Fried-
man said.

Lee could not be reached 
for comment.

Friedman declined to dis-
close what Sitt’s plans are for 

the property, but if the devel-
oper’s track record is any in-
dication, the Eldorado won’t 
be around much longer.

In 2010, Sitt  outraged Co-

ney Island preservationists  
by demolishing Henderson’s 
Music Hall — where Harpo 
Marx made his comic debut 
— at the corner of Surf and 

Stillwell avenues and the Co-
ney Island Bank building, 
which was located a few doors 
down from the Eldorado.

Fitlin opened Eldorado in 

1972 with help from her hus-
band and parents — old-time 
carnies who ran a Coney 
cabaret during the Great De-
pression. She returned to the 
beach each summer to run 
the venue, even after moving 
to Texas in the 1990s. 

Fitlin hopes that the 
Eldorado will stay open, 
but she isn’t holding her 
breath.

“Whatever Sitt does is up 
to him,” she said. “There’s 
nothing I can do about it.”

Coney’s faithful said they 
were sad to hear that Filtin 
— and quite possibly the El-
dorado — will be leaving the 
Amusement District.

“I can’t fault her,” said 
Dick Zigun, Fitlin’s neigh-
bor on Surf Avenue and the 
man behind Sideshows by 
the Seashore. “Her family 
put in decades of hard work 
in Coney Island.”

The story was fi rst re-
ported by  Amusing the Zil-
lion , a local blog.

Coney developer Joe Sitt buys beloved ride, putting popular attraction at risk of closure

CRASHED OUT: Developer Joe Sitt has purchased the Eldorado, an iconic arcade and disco bumper 
car ride on Surf Avenue. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Bumped: Last summer for the Eldorado
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Cops are looking to ques-

tion a man in connection 
with a Mapleton cab rob-
bery on March 24.

The victimized cab 
driver, 44, told police that 
he picked up the suspect on 
Bay 28th Street near 86th 
Street at 6:10 am and drove 
him to 21st Avenue and 66th 
Street, where the thug al-
legedly drew a fi rearm and 
demanded the cabbie hand 
over his hard-earned fares.

The thief fl ed on foot, leav-
ing the victim uninjured.

Investigators from the 
62nd Precinct said they 
are hoping that a man they 
have identifi ed as 25-year-
old Thomas Sancimino 
may answer some ques-
tions about this robbery. 
Sancimino is described is 
5-foot-5 and weighs about 
165 pounds, an NYPD 
spokesman said. 

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding Sancimi-
no’s whereabouts or this 
robbery is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at (800) 577-8477.

SEARCH IS ON: Cops are seek-
ing Thomas Sancimino. 
 Courtesy NYPD

NYPD seeks this man 

AVAILABLE AT THE CUSTOMER SERVICE COUNTER.

Valid March 20 – May 13, 2012
AVAILABLE AT THE CUSTOMER SERVICE COUNTER.

Money saving offers on fashion,accessories, jewelry and much more.

Spring Values!

Valid March 20 – May 13, 2012

PICK UP YOUR
FREE SPRING

VALUES BOOK!

March 24 – April 7
Level Two near Guess

Valid March 20 – May 13, 2012

March 24 – April 7
Level Two near Guess

BE SURE TO GET YOUR
FAMILY PHOTO WITH

THE EASTER BUNNY!

Entries must be received by Monday, April 30, 2012.

Name

Address

City                State          Zip 

Email 

Phone

Bring this entry form to Customer Service for your chance
to win one of ten $500 Kings Plaza Shopping Sprees! 

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Coffee the Train Man, 

a sentinel for Ditmas Park 
straphangers taking the 
Cortelyou Road Q train, was 
ripped from his post last 
week when cops arrested 
him outside of the station 
where he notifi es hustling 
commuters of when the 
next train is departing for 
spare change, cigarettes, 
and steaming cups of joe.

Police nabbed the 62-year-
old Coffee, whose given 
name is Charles Jones, at 7 
am, after a woman fl agged 
down two transit cops and 
demanded he be taken away.

An NYPD spokesman 
said Jones was arrested for 
violating an order of protec-
tion the woman had fi led 
against him, but would not 
elaborate further. It was un-
clear if Coffee had returned 
to his Cortelyou Road post 
by Monday morning.

Commuters were stunned 
by Coffee’s arrest — and 

named after each day.
Merchants say they’re 

already feeling his loss at 
the cash register.

“We sold less coffee 
today,” said Sergio, who 
works at the store where 
straphangers would buy 
coffee for their two-legged 
countdown clock. 

The MTA prohibits pan-
handling inside stations and 
on trains, but Coffee said he 
never begged, and mainly 
stays on the sidewalk.

He was well compen-
sated for making sure ev-
eryone made the train: Cof-
fee boasted that he drank 14 
cups of the beverage he was 

were dismayed over how his 
absence would affect their 
trip to work.

“He was a very nice per-
son and he was always pre-
cise with the train sched-
ules.” said one resident. 

Coffee made his bread 
and butter as the  human 
version of an MTA count-
down clock , telling locals 
when the Q was arriving so 
they could run into the sta-
tion to catch the train.

“Let’s go down there, 
let’s go!” Coffee would yell 
from the sidewalk above 
the outdoor station, when 
he saw the lights of an ap-
proaching train on the 
tracks below. “Manhattan 
Q train coming!”

Some commuters would 
break into a full sprint  when 
they heard Coffee hollering.

Unless, of course, Coffee 
let them know they still had 
a couple of minutes to relax 
— just enough time to get 
him a cup of coffee.

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Proponents of a controversial new 

plan to turn a Midwood street into a 
pedestrian plaza pushed back against 
critics last week, saying those who 
opposed the change are outdated cur-
mudgeons hell-bent on upholding the 
status quo.

“It is an old-fashioned notion to 
leave a street open without space for 
people and say, ‘Oh, we’re protect-
ing seniors.’ ” said Lori Raphael, a 
Midwood resident and member of the 
Midwood Development Corporation’s 

board. “These plazas are orderly and 
an amenity and they are a lovely thing 
to have for everybody.”

The city’s plan, which would close 
off a portion of Elm Avenue between 
E. 15th Street and Avenue M to traffi c 
in order to put in chairs and tables for 
pedestrians, had  many residents fum-
ing  when they fi rst heard of it.

In an attempt to win over residents’ 
hearts and minds, the Department 
of Transportation held a meeting 
at Community Board 14’s offi ce last 

OPEN SPACES: The city says this small 
concrete patch bounded by Avenue M, 
Elm Street, and E. 15th Street needs to be 
spruced up. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Pushback on proposed Midwood plaza

Commuters left clueless, java sales drop after arrest

‘Coffee’ hauled from the Q

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Iris Escobar is proud to be frugal. But when 
she and her husband, Victor, decided to re-
model their home, she had to find another 
way to save.

As it turns out, Iris didn’t have to look far. 
The answer arrived in her mailbox last sum-
mer: a postcard advertising the Housing Re-
habilitation Assistance program.

Thanks to the HRA, the Escobars are get-
ting a world-class home make-over without 
spending any cash or increasing their mort-
gage payments. Taking advantage of the pro-
gram is saving them well over $10,000 and, 
thanks to refinancing, they’re making the 
same monthly payments they were before, 
with $200 each month going towards the 
principal now.

“It’s been a great ride,” Victor said. “I can’t 
say enough about the HRA program. I can’t 
say enough about everybody involved.”

His wife agrees. “I’m very excited,” she said. 
“I’m glad I met this team; they’re great!” 
Speaking to Carlos Fontanez, the couple’s 
HRA representative, she added, “I tell every-
one about you.”

What Iris is telling everyone about is how 
the HRA guides clients through every step of 
the home remodeling process, from deciding 
what work should be done to how it will be 

financed, from securing financial assistance 
to overseeing the work and making sure the 
contractors are not paid until the homeowner 
is satisfied.

A fan of “The People’s Court,” where she 
sees a lot of irresponsible contractors sued, 
Iris said she was especially glad that the HRA 

holds clients’ money in escrow until they cer-
tify that they’re satisfied.

HRA representative Jesse Friedman ex-
plained the program’s basic approach: “The 
services offered by the HRA extend beyond 
just financial assistance for home improve-
ment projects. We have implemented numer-
ous processes to ensure that projects complet-
ed by HRA-approved contractors are done so 
to the homeowner’s satisfaction.”

Just take a look at some of the program’s re-
quirements for contractors. They all must be:

$100,000 per incident;

with a rating of an A or higher;

eight clients that they have performed home 
improvement projects for in the past year;

HRA prior to working for any clients. 

At the Escobars’ house, it’s a big job that’s 
underway and the Escobars are thrilled with 
the results. There’s a stunning new bay win-
dow in the dining room that measures and 
the kitchen features a garden window; an es-
pecially deep one with a glass shelf so Iris’s 

plants can be surrounded by light.

The interior of the kitchen and bathroom 
were gutted, with everything from new gas 
lines and plumbing to new sheetrock and in-
sulation going in. The door to the basement 
was moved to make room for all the cabin-
etry, in fact.

The new kitchen is going to feature only the 
best equipment and materials, including a six- 
burner stove with a pot-filler faucet, double 
sink with pull-out faucet, beautiful real-wood 
cabinets, granite countertops and floor tiles.

The bathroom shower will feature a bench and 
a modern rain showerhead. The tile walls will 
be accented by a mosaic design. The hardware 
will be bronze, and the contractor even found 
a toilet in Mexican Sand, which compliments 
the décor perfectly. In the front of the house, 
the contractor replaced all the windows in the 
foyer and added insulation. An added benefit, 
the Escobars earn tax credits for promoting 
energy efficiency in their home.

Iris likes to entertain, but hadn’t bothered for 
years because she wasn’t happy with the look 
of her home. Now, she’s looking forward to 
holding a big bash in June, to show off the 
HRA renovations and to celebrate her 10th 
anniversary with Victor. The timing couldn’t 
have worked out better.

To find out if you qualify for the Housing Re-
habilitation Assistance program, just call the 
HRA toll-free at 866-791-6302. Tell them you 
read about the Escobars’ project, and they’ll 
give you same level of excellent service.

Iris Escobar shows  off the new tiling 
that will be going in her bathroom.  

What an Anniversary Present! 
Happy Couple is remodeling their home and saving money too, thanks to the HRA program. 

Continued on Page 28

FEEL THE HEAT: Coffee the Train Man was arrested last week.
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A band of blasphemers 

desecrated several statues 
on the monastery grounds 
of Visitation Academy in 
Bay Ridge, even going so far 
as to behead the likeness of 
a helpless lamb.

The statues, arranged in 
positions of prayer around 
a sculpture of the Virgin 
Mary, were knocked off 
their pedestals overnight 
last Wednesday — and two 
of them were dragged away.

“Of course I’m hurt,” 
said the monastery’s supe-
rior, Mother Pauline, who 
found out about the vandal-
ism from a worshipper at-
tending Mass. “By the time 
I got out there, the police 
were already here.”

Cops say the weight of 
the stone fi gurines means 
several people were likely 
involved in the crime, 
which comes a month into 
the Lenten season.

Investigators suspect the 
sacrilege on the grounds of 
the Catholic girls’ school 
was intended as a prank, 
not as any kind of anti-reli-
gious gesture. 

As police scoured the 
scene and gathered evidence 
— including the lamb’s sev-
ered head — they recovered 
a glass candle and a bottle 
of Guinness that will be 
checked for fi ngerprints 
and DNA evidence, NYPD 
sources said.

The crime outraged 
Councilman Vincent Gen-
tile (D–Bay Ridge), who 
called the vandalism cow-
ardly and despicable and 
promised the monastery 

assistance in restoring the 
statues.

State Sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge) has put up 
a $1,000 reward for any-
one able help capture the 
crooks, saying the vandal-
ism at Visitation is “a di-
rect attack on the values 
and teachings of the Catho-
lic Church.”

The mother superior 
said she has no idea who 
would have been behind 
the act of impiety, since the 
monastery has had no prob-
lem with vandalism before.

She declined to say if 
the monastery would press 
charges against the vandals 
if they were caught, or for-
give the sinners.

“We’ll let the police han-
dle it,” she said.

The statue attack comes 
months after metal-loving 
graffi ti writers  scribbled 
KISS-style makeup on sculp-
tures of the Virgin Mary and 
baby Jesus  outside of a Wil-
liamsburg house of worship.

Police said they were 
 searching for a KISS fan , 
but cops have made no ar-
rests.

Lamb statue slaughtered

NEW YORK CITY
REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC AUCTION

Thursday, May 10, 2012
10:00 am

49-51 Chambers Street
Emigrant Bank Building

New York, NY 10007

brochure available at
nyc.gov/DCAS

for more information
call 212-669-8888

Edna Wells Handy
Commissioner,
Department of Citywide Administrative Services

Theresa Ward
Chief Asset Management Officer/
Deputy Commissioner, Asset Management

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838 718-646-4659

NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.    
     That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

OFF WITH ITS HEAD: A noggin-
less lamb. Photo by Paul Martinka



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

M
AR

. 2
9-

AP
R. 

4,
 2

01
2

8

K

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Broken down
A 44-year-old man was arrested on 

March 26 for a brutal attack on another 
man on West End Avenue.

Witnesses told police that the suspect 
and the victim were arguing near Orien-
tal Boulevard at 1:40 am when the suspect 
jumped, punching and kicking the vic-
tim repeatedly in the face and body, leav-
ing him with a broken nose, according 
to a complaint fi led at District Attorney 
Charles Hynes’s offi ce.

Jumped on Jerome
Police arrested a 43-year-old man who 

they said attacked and dragged a 75-year-
old man out of a Jerome Avenue building 
on March 26.

The two men were arguing inside the 
establishment, which is locted near E. 
18th Steet, at midnight when the suspect 
attacked, witnesses told police.

Gerritsen goon
Cops arrested a 42-year-old woman 

who they say rifl ed through a Gerritsen 
Beach resident’s dresser and pawned the 
bracelets, chains, and earrings she found 
inside.

The victim told police that the theft 
took place back in November, 2011, but 
she didn’t realize the jewelry was missing 
until Jan. 26. Detectives arrested the sus-
pect, who reportedly sold the baubles at a 
neighborhood pawn shop.

Cell sweep
Two thieves — brothers — were ar-

rested on March 23 after they robbed 
another teen of his cellphone and head-
phones on Avenue W, cops said.

Police said the victim was entering a 
building between Batchelder Street and 
Nostrand Avenue at 7 pm when the sus-
pects stoped him and ordered him to give 
up his property.  

— Thomas Tracy

63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

Blade baddy
A knife-wielding thug robbed a woman 

on Avenue J on March 22 — taking $3,000, 
credit cards, and her keys.

The victim told police that she was 
near E. 32nd Street at 9:45 pm when the 
villain threatened her with the blade and 
demanded cash. After taking the woman’s 
valuables, the crook fl ed southbound on E. 
32nd Street in a white Acura.

Goons with guns
Two gun-wielding goons robbed a 

woman on E. 53rd Street on March 24 — 
taking $50, credit cards, and the victim’s 

cellphone and iPod.
The victim told police that she was 

near Glenwood Road at 12:40 am when the 
crooks drew a gun on her and nabbed her 
valuables. The thieves fl ed northbound on 
E. 53rd Street in a silver Chrysler mini-
van.

Gut shot
A gun-toting thug shot a man inside of 

an Avenue I bodega on March 23.
The victim was at the grocery store be-

tween E. 34th and E. 35th streets at 11:40 
am when the thug put a bullet in his abdo-
men. The victim was rushed by paramed-
ics to Kings County Hospital in critical 
condition.

Caned
A 51-year-old woman beat a man with 

her cane on Avenue S on March 23.
The victim told police that he was be-

tween E. 36th and E. 37th streets at 2:35 pm 
when the woman took her handicapped 
accessory to his head.

Cheap burglar
A thief robbed an Avenue H house on 

March 19, taking $40.
The crook entered the home between 

E. 46th and E. 47th streets through a rear 
window sometime after 11:45 am and took 
off with the cash, cops said.

Jewel thief
A crook burglarized an E. 58th Street 

apartment on March 22 — taking $200 and 
jewelry.

The goon broke into the residence be-
tween Avenues T and U through a rear 
window sometime after 9 pm and nabbed 
the victim’s valuables, cops said.

Repair robber
A burglar ransacked a Ralph Avenue 

auto repair shop on March 22 — taking 
various car supplies.

The crook busted into the business 
between Chase Court and Canarsie Lane 
through the front wire gate sometime af-
ter 11:15 pm, taking welding wire, tires, 
rims, radiators, and batteries, cops said.

Simply jewels
A crook stole jewelry from an Avenue 

U apartment on March 23.
The intruder entered the residence be-

tween E. 69th and E. 70th streets through 
a side kitchen window sometime after 11 
pm, taking jewelry and fl eeing through 
the back door, cops said.

Spooked crook
A would-be thief attempted to rob an E. 

49th Street house on March 24 — but was 
scared off by the homeowner.

The victim told police that he was 
asleep inside his home between Avenues 
H and I at 4 am when he awoke to fi nd a 
strange man standing in his hallway, who 
promptly fl ed. After taking a look around, 
the victim realized that his front door was 
busted, but no belongings were taken.

Handouts
A crook stole a woman’s cellphone from 

her hands on Avenue U on March 19.
The victim told police that she was 

talking on her cellphone near E. 55th 
Street at 12:37 pm when the jerk ran up 
and grabbed the phone. He then fl ed south-
bound on E. 55th Street and into Kings 
Plaza, cops said.

Ride ransacked
A thief ransacked a man’s car parked 

on Nostrand Avenue on March 20 — tak-
ing credit cards, a navigation system, and 
clothing.

The victim told police that he left his 
car between Avenues I and J at 4 am, and 
returned later to fi nd his rear passenger-
side window busted and his valuables 
missing.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Roof invaders
Three thieves posing as roof inspec-

tors robbed a 23rd Avenue apartment on 
March 20, taking more than $19,000 and 
jewelry.

The 82-year-old victim told police that 
the three crooks approached her outside 
of her house between 63rd and 64th streets 
at noon, telling her that they had come to 
inspect her roof. The victim refused at 
fi rst, but after enough cajoling the victim 
relented and allowed the crooks to take a 
tour of her home. 

The crooks left after poking around 
each room, but not before taking a beige 
bag containing $19,300 and a jewelry case 
containing precious stones.

In and out
A thief robbed a W. Second Street 

apartment on March 23, taking jewelry 
and electronics.

The crook entered the home between 
Avenue P and Quentin Road through the 
front door sometime after 2:30 pm, snag-

ging the valuables before leaving the same 
way he came in, cops said.

Yard birds
Two teens were arrested for attempt-

ing to break into an 85th Street house on 
March 22, cops said.

The homeowner told police that he wit-
nessed the suspects, ages 14 and 15, climb-
ing over the backyard fence of his home 
between 20th and 21st avenues at around 
4 pm, after which they attempted to enter 
the home through the rear windows and 
back door. 

Cops arrested a teen on the scene and 
another four blocks away.

Lost box
A crook robbed a 73rd Street house on 

March 21, taking a lock box full of cash.
The thief entered the house between 

Cristoforo Colombo Boulevard and 19th 
Avenue through a front window sometime 
after 6 am, taking the lock box that con-
tained $1,500 and various personal docu-
ments.

Jewel thief
A crook robbed a 65th Street apart-

ment on March 21, taking jewelry.
The victims told police that they left 

their house between 23rd and 24th av-
enues at 6 am to head off to work, and 
returned later that evening to fi nd their 
rear bedroom window left ajar and vari-
ous jewelry missing.

Cash cab
A gun-wielding crook robbed a cabby 

on 66th Street on March 24, taking cash.
The victim told cops that he picked 

up the thief on Bay 28th Street near 86th 
Street at around 6 am and drove him to 
66th Street, where his “client” drew a 
black handgun. “Give me your money,” 
the thug barked, and the cabby handed 
over $100.

Window robber
A gun-wielding thug robbed a man on 

79th Street on March 23, taking his cell-
phone, jewelry, and wallet.

The victim told police that he was be-
tween 17th and 18th avenues at 12:35 am 
when a black SUV pulled up in front of 
him. The man sitting in the front passen-
ger-side seat asked the victim to approach 
the window and, when he did, the crook 
pulled out a black fi rearm and asked the 
victim to hand over his valuables.

Starting young
Two 13-year-old kids were arrested for 

allegedly beating up and robbing another 
kid of his book bag inside the New Utrecht 
subway station on March 23.

The victim told police that he had just 
entered the turnstile of the subway station 
near 62nd Street at around 3 pm when the 
teens attacked him, punching him sev-
eral times in the face and forcing him to 
the ground before taking off with his bag. 
Cops arrested two teens at the station.

— Colin Mixson
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WE ACCEPT MEDICARE, MEDICAID AND ALL MAJOR INSURANCES

WWW.BORBASSUPPLY.COM
COMPLETE LINE OF SURGICAL, MEDICAL, AND RESPIRATORY EQUIPMENT

AMBULATORY AIDS /
HOSPITAL BEDS /
AIR & GEL MATTRESSES

ASK US how your insurance can cover all your medical and incontinence products
Pick up prescriptions & medicine delivery in Five Boroughs DAILY at no extra charge
Ask your doctor to prescribe medical equipment and incontinence products (liners, diapers, etc.), and call us with your order!

BATHROOM
SAFETY

RESPIRATORY CARE / 
DIABETIC SUPPLY:

PAIN MANAGEMENT:

to place an order call: 888.233.9039

ATTENTION
ALL

POWER MOBILITY 
USERS!

BORBAS PHARMACY 
REPAIRS MOBILITY AIDS IN 

ALL BOROUGHS OF NYC!

Two private contractors who provide mail-handling 
services for the U.S. Postal Service were dragged into 
Brooklyn Federal Court last Thursday for allegedly 
swiping express mail packages.

Federal authorities claim that Clive Bennett, 50, 
and Brian Wilson, 20, removed at least a dozen pack-
ages from a U.S. Postal facility at John F. Kennedy 
Airport between Jan. 12 and March 16. The items 
they allegedly took included diamonds, jewelry, and 
electronics, said Brooklyn U.S. Attorney Lorretta 
Lynch.

“The defendants allegedly stole valuable personal 
and commercial items from the U.S. mail,” Lynch said 
in a statement. “Such actions serve not only to stifl e per-
sonal communication, but to choke the fl ow of commerce 
— the lifeblood of our economy.” 

“Individuals and businesses alike must be able to 
trust that their communications and packages will be 
safely and securely transported,” she added.

According to the federal complaint fi led against 
them, Bennett and Wilson work for a private company 
that provides mail-handling services in connection with 
the delivery of air mail to the post offi ce. 

Investigators claim that after reviewing hours of sur-
veillance footage from the JFK postal facility, they ob-
served the two men move express mail bags to isolated 
areas of their work space, where they rifl ed through par-
cels and removed items.

Both men pled guilty during their courtroom appear-
ance and were both released on $100,000 bond, a U.S. At-
torney spokesman said.

Bloody testimony
An informant outlined a list of grisly, brutal, and 

bloody slayings as he dropped a bag of dime on Tommy 
“Tommy Shots” Gioeli in federal court on Monday, re-
counting several of the many murders that the alleged  
mob enforcer is accused of doing.

Dino “Big Dino” Calabro said that he witnessed the 
murder of Carmine “the Gorilla” Gargano Jr. in 1994 — a 
man who refused to stay down even after Gioeli shot him 
in the eye, he claimed — but never questioned why the 
young man had to die.

Nor did he question burying Gargano’s corpse, which 
has never been found, outside the McDonald Avenue auto 
body shop where he was killed in a lot used to park ice 

cream trucks — although someone had the body removed 
sometime later. 

Calabro said he and his crew covered the remains 
with a bag of lime to “deter the smell.”

Calabro, a former Columbo captain, claimed that 
Gioeli taught him how to kill and brought him on several 
assassinations.

“I wanted what (Gioeli) had,” Calabro told Assistant 
U.S. Attorney James Gatta. “He had the power to get me 
in the family.”

He was the U.S. Attorney’s key witness against Gioeli, 
who is on trial for committing six murders, including the 
killing of Sheepshead Bay police offi cer Ralph Dols, who 
was gunned down in 1997 after he married a mobster’s 
ex-wife.

Prosecutors claim that Gioeli and associate Dino 
“Little Dino” Saracino, who is being tried alongside the 
59-year-old suspect, killed Dols after opening fi re on the 
off-duty cop as he left the apartment he shared with Kim-
berly Kennaugh, the ex-wife of then-Colombo acting boss 
Joel Cacace. 

Cacace ordered the hit against Dols — even though he 
was an NYPD housing cop — because he felt disrespected 
that his ex-wife was sleeping with a police offi cer, Posa 
told the jury.

But Gioeli’s attorneys swatted away the horrid tes-
timony — claiming that Calabro was trying to save his 
own skin. The capo had agreed to testify against Gioeli 
after hammering out a deal with federal prosecutors to 
get a light sentence on the eight murders he’s accused of 
committing, the defense claimed.

Feds: U.S. mail handlers stole from parcels



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

M
AR

. 2
9-

AP
R. 

4,
 2

01
2

10

K

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Ditmas Park is in bloom!
Cherry and magnolia trees are 

bursting in color all over the neigh-
borhood due to unseasonably warm 
winter temperatures, and residents 
of the tree-happy neighborhood are in 
blossom-bliss.

“It is really beautiful,” said Caolan 
Madden, a student who lives in the 
neighborhood with her husband. “The 
magnolia trees give the neighborhood 
a very exotic, almost Caribbean feel.”

Blooming trees are visible all over 
the side streets of the neighborhood 
from Church Avenue down — and the 
patchwork of white, yellow, and pink 
blossoms adds to the neighborhood’s 

uniquely rustic, almost rural, feel.
Arborists say that the warm weather 

has created a unique blooming boom 
that is unparalleled in recent years.

“We are getting a great show! This 
is very different than what we nor-
mally get,” said Sam Bishop, the di-
rector of education at Trees NY, who 
has lead walking tours of leafy streets 
in the neighborhood. “Right now the 
cherry, magnolia, and callery trees 
are blooming at the same time, and 
normally they’d be spaced out more.”

Experts say this is the  second 
warmest winter  on record, and has 
caused these trees to bloom roughly 
one to two weeks sooner than they 
would have normally.

“Anytime it’s over 50 degrees, a 
tree’s growth system is going to be 
activated,” said a spokeswoman from 
the Botanical Garden. “Cherry and 
magnolia trees are really sensitive 
and react to changes in air tempera-
ture quickly.”

The yearly abundance of blooming 
trees is one of Ditmas Park’s greatest 
charms — many residents admit it was 
an important factor in the decision to 
move in — but the early bloom does 
concern residents like Madden, too.

“It’s a little bit alarming — seeing 
things that were blooming in April 
last year now in March,” said Mad-
den. “But it’s always nice to see them 
in bloom!”

IN BLOOM: A callery pear on Marlboro Road near of Cortelyou 
Road is fl owering.  Photos by Steve Solomonson

Warm winter starts blossom boom 

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

DID YOU HEAR THE NEWS?
now in Midwood...

3692 Bedford Avenue
Suite P1
Brooklyn, NY 11229
(between Kings Hwy & Ave P)

MICHAEL ENTIN, DDS

718.758.2301You Deserve a Smile Worth Smiling About TMYou Deserve a Sm

FREE  BLEACHINGwith any major work

Excludes Commercial & TLC Vehicles - Expires 12/31/12
Cannot be combined with any other offers

12 MONTH WARRANTY 
UNLIMITED MILES
ON ANY TRANSMISSION REBUILT

DITMAS BLOOMS: Spring has come early to Ditmas Park, where cherry blossoms on Argyle Road are in full bloom. 
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 SETTLING INTO A
 COMFORTABLE SEAT. 
 NOT SETTLING.
Offering BusinessElite® service on select coast-to-coast routes refl ects our belief that if 

you’re going to go the distance, so should we. That’s why you can unwind with amenities 

usually reserved for international travel on seven daily fl ights from JFK to LAX and fi ve to SFO. 

It’s a range of perks including in-fl ight Wi-Fi, menus curated by renowned chef Michael Chiarello, 

and one of the most luxurious seats available at 35,000 feet. After all, when you’re fl ying 

cross-country, you should fi nd comfort, not compromise.

 DELTA.COM

Wi-Fi service available for purchase on JFK-LAX and JFK-SFO fl ights.
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Seven seniors were among eight passen-

gers hospitalized on Tuesday with severe 
but non-threatening injuries after a cop-
fl eeing SUV slammed into their bus at Colo-
nial Road and 78th Street in Bay Ridge, said 
authorities.

Cops said they spotted the speeding black 
vehicle on the Belt Parkway at around 1 pm 
charging toward the Gowanus Expressway 
on the Belt Parkway. Police tried to appre-
hend the vehicle, but the driver took them 
on a wild goose chase through Bay Ridge un-
til it rammed into an oncoming transporter 
bus from the Bay Ridge Center for Older 
Adults, knocking it on its side. 

The driver then tried to escape, said po-
lice, who claim tyhe cornered the vehicle 
and arrested all three people inside. Charges 
against the suspects are pending. 

The badly-hurt driver and his wounded 
passengers were taken by ambulance to Lu-
theran Hospital and Maimonides Medical 
Center, said an FDNY spokesman. 

Three other people were also aboard the 
bus refused medical attention, said authori-
ties.

Seven injured in 
harrowing crash

TOTALED: Police arrested the driver and passengers of this SUV (bottom, right) after it they collided with a bus (top) carrying a group of seniors at 78th 
Street and Colonial Road in Bay Ridge following a chase that began on the Belt Parkway. Photo by Paul Martinka
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
And you thought St. Pat’s 

Day was done for the year.
Ridge revelers extended 

the party by getting their 
Irish on for that other fes-
tive frolic that’s spells a 
good time around town — 
the annual Bay Ridge St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade!

Sunday’s jubilant jaunt, 
which traditionally falls a 
week after the other treks, 
saluted “the old sod” — 
that’s Ireland to you and me 
— with pomp, pageantry, 
and a parade that snaked 
its away from Fourth Ave-
nue and 95th Street to Fifth 
Avenue and 67th Street.

Holy rollers stepped off 
the shindig with a mass at 
St. Patrick’s Church. Then 
it was off to the 19th an-
nual parade, which offered 
plenty of eye candy. 

Spectators sporting 
shamrocks and wide smiles 
made a beeline for the best 
viewing spots to cheer the 
spectacle, led by this year’s 
grand marshal, Monsignor 
Kevin Noone, pastor of Our 
Lady of Angels Church. 
Costumed marching bands 
from Fort Hamilton High 
School and McKinley Junior 
High — and banner groups 

from BRAVO volunteer am-
bulance and other commu-
nity champions — lined the 
bustling boulevard as the 
skirl of bagpipes fi lled the 
air, and green-clad ex-pats 
united with other visitors 
to celebrate the Irish and 
their patron saint.

Pretty merrymaker 
Makayla Matarrese, 11 
months, came dressed to 
thrill in a green hoodie and 
a leprechaun headband. 
The wide-eyed tot also had 
a birds-eye view of the fes-
tivities, thanks to dad Keith 
who hoisted his lil’ girl 

on his shoulders. Nearby, 
Bay Ridgite Ryan Niku-
lin, 7, greeted marchers by 
proudlly waving a white, 
green, and orange Irish 
fl ag. Jersey joker Jimmy 
Martin, who crossed two 
rivers to enjoy festivities in 
his native Bay Ridge, came 
dressed for the occasion 
with his beard dyed green.

Area resident Pat Pozzo, 
a parade faithful, was head 
and shoulders above the rest 
in her kelly green topper 
and matching beads — with 
pet mutt Pebbles decked out 
similarly. The neighbor-

hood march was right up 
her alley, said Pozzo, who 
had one more reason to cel-
ebrate — the memory of her 
late grandma.

“Nana Betty was very 
Irish, and I always feel her 
smiling down on me, cer-
tainly during parades,” 
said Pozzo.

Local bars helped folks 
tap into the day with spe-
cial events and live music 
— Hollaback and 2U (a U2 
cover band) got the Wicked 
Monk jigging, while the 
Canny Brothers poured on 
the charm at Irish Haven. 

KIDS OF ALL AGES: (Left) Jimmy Martin has a blast — and a drink — 
at the parade. (Above) Makayla Matarrese gets an adults-eye view, 
thanks to her dad Keith. Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Another parade for Irish, 
this time in Bay Ridge 

�����

INCOME TAX PREPARATION

Do any of these sound familiar?
 Unhappy with results of last year’s tax return?

 Current accountant not taking your calls?

 Receiving tax penalty and interest notices?

 Not taking all tax deductions allowed by law?

 Tired of preparing your own tax return?

WE CAN HELP!

DONOFRIO INC.
taxes, accounting & bookkeeping

8519 4th Ave, 2nd Fl, Bklyn 718-921-1818

WITH 
THIS AD

New customers receive $50 DISCOUNT 
on first year’s tax return preparation

FREE ELECTRONIC FILING  
FOR FAST REFUNDS
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

21-37 Butler LLC. Arts.  
of Org. filed with Secy. of  
State of NY (SSNY) on  
11/17/11. Office in Kings  
County. SSNY designated  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to 5918 Bleeck- 
er St, Ridgewood, NY  
11385. Purpose: Gener- 
al.

653 STANLEY AVENUE  
LLC, a domestic LLC,  
Arts. of Org. filed with the  
SSNY on 3/2/11. Office  
location: Kings County.   
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against the LLC may  
be served.  SSNY shall  
mail process to: The LLC,  
3711 Neptune Ave.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11224.  
General Purposes.

Ants GMO Construction  
LLC. Arts of Org filed  
with NY Sec of State  
(SSNY) on 12/30/11. Of- 
fice: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail copy of pro- 
cess to: 4109 7th Ave.,  
#1D, Brooklyn, NY  
11232. Purpose: Any  
lawful activity.

APEX INTERNATIONAL  
MARKETING, LLC Articles  
of Org. filed NY Sec. of  
State (SSNY) 1/26/12.  
Office in Kings Co. SSNY  
desig. agent of LLC upon  
whom process may be  
served.  SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to 39  
Beadel St., Brooklyn, NY  
11222, which is also the  
principal business loca- 
tion. Purpose: Any lawful  
purpose.

CHIANTI REALTY HOLD- 
INGS LLC, a domestic  
LLC, Arts. of Org. filed  
with the SSNY on 2/3/12.  
Office location: Kings  
County.  SSNY is desig- 
nated as agent upon  
whom process against  
the LLC may be served.   
SSNY shall mail process  
to: Hector Mendez, Esq.,  
4601 6th Ave., Brooklyn,  
NY 11220. General Pur- 
poses.

CLARKSON BURGER  
URWAY LLC a domestic  
LLC, Arts. of Org. filed  
with the SSNY on  
12/28/11. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County.  SSNY  
is designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served.  SSNY shall mail  
process to: The LLC,  
1685 Pitkin Ave, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11212. General  
Purposes.

DARLING CREATIVE  
GROUP LLC, a domestic  
LLC, Arts. of Org. filed  
with the SSNY on  
1/18/12. Office location:  
Kings County.  SSNY is  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served.  SSNY shall mail  
process to: The LLC, 97  
Brooklyn Ave., #6C,  
Brooklyn, NY 11216.  
General Purposes.

ENY BURGER URWAY  
LLC a domestic LLC,  
Arts. of Org. filed with the  
SSNY on 1/4/12. Office  
location: Kings County.   
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against the LLC may  
be served.  SSNY shall  
mail process to: The LLC,  
1685 Pitkin Ave, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11212. General  
Purposes.

Notice of Formation of  
376 PRESIDENT LLC.  
Arts. of Org. filed with  
Secy. of State of NY  
(SSNY) on 01/31/12. Of- 
fice location: Kings  
County.  SSNY designat- 
ed as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to the  
LLC, 26 Lanark Rd.,  
Stamford, CT 06902.  
Purpose: Any lawful ac- 
tivity.

Notice of formation of  
BELT-N-BUCKLES LLC.  
Art. Of Org. filed with the  
Sect’y of State of NY  
(SSNY) on 01/06/12. Of- 
fice in Kings County.  
SSNY has been designat- 
ed as agent of the LLC  
upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to the LLC, 2002 E 26th  
Street, Brooklyn NY  
11229. Purpose: Any  
lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of In- 
visible Light Network  
LLC. Arts. Of Org.  filed  
with Secy. Of State of  
N.Y. (SSNY) on  
12/23/2011. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to Invisible Light Network  
LLC, 505 Court Street,  
#6Q, Brooklyn, New York  
11231, which is also the  
principal business loca- 
tion. Purpose: any lawful  
purpose

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION   
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: GLMO  
REALTY LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
01/09/2012. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: GENNADY  
LADYZHENSKY, 155  
OCEANA DRIVE EAST,  
SUITE PH2D, BROOKLYN,  
NY 11235. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
ASSEMBLEISM LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 03/05/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
DENNIS PORTELLO 260  
PRESIDENT STREET, #3  
BROOKLYN,NY 11231-  
4311. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: DAVID  
WELLER DESIGN LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 1/26/2012. Office lo- 
cation: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: C/O  
DAVID WELLER 505  
COURT ST. #7P BROOK- 
LYN, NY 11231. Pur- 
pose: any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: MONK’S  
TRUNK LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
01/19/2012. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: THE LLC 23  
HAWTHORNE STREET  
BROOKLYN, NY 11225.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: CAKE VI- 
SION LLC. Articles of Or- 
ganization filed with Sec- 
retary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
02/24/2012. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: GLENDA JOB  
30 LINDEN BLVD APT 6  
BROOKLYN, NY 11226.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: MOD- 
ERNLUXE, LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on 2/17/12.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY designated  
as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail copy of pro- 
cess to: Kevin Reynolds,  
1054 Broadway #3  
Brooklyn, NY 11221 Pur- 
pose: any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
Chase Home Finance,  
LLC, in accordance with  
its rights as current se- 
cured party, will conduct  
a public sale of security:  
the proprietary lease and  
101 shares of stock of  
CONCORD VILLAGE  
OWNERS, INC. Said se- 
curity is appurtenant to  
premises:  located at 195  
ADAMS ST, APT 10A,  
BROOKLYN, NY 11201.  
Said sale includes the fix- 
tures and articles of per- 
sonal property now or  
hereafter affixed to or  
used in connection with  
said premises. The sale  
shall be on April 12th,  
2012 at 10:00AM at the  
foot of the Courthouse  
steps, facing Adams  
Street, of the Supreme  
Court of the State of New  
York, County of Kings, lo- 
cated at 360 Adams  
Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11201. The secured par- 
ty reserves the right to  
bid. The secured party  
makes no representa- 
tions or warranties as to  
the title or premises be- 
ing sold herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

NOTICE OF SALE
JPMorgan Chase Bank,  
National Association in  
accordance with its rights  
as current secured party,  
will conduct a public sale  
of security: the proprie- 
tary lease and 130  
shares of stock of CLIN- 
TON HILL APTS. OWN- 
ERS CORP. Said security  
is appurtenant to premis- 
es: located at 201 CLIN- 
TON AVE, Apt. 2C,  
BROOKLYN, NY 11205.  
Said sale includes the fix- 
tures and articles of per- 
sonal property now or  
hereafter affixed to or  
used in connection with  
said premises. The sale  
shall be on April 19, 

LEGAL NOTICE

2012 at 10:00 AM at the  
foot of the Courthouse  
steps, facing Adams  
Street, of the Supreme  
Court of the State of New  
York, County of Kings, lo- 
cated at 360 Adams  
Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11201 . The secured  
party reserves the right to  
bid. The secured party  
makes no representa- 
tions or warranties as to  
the title or premises be- 
ing sold herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

SUPREME COURT -  
COUNTY OF KINGS
HSBC BANK USA, N.A.,  
AS TRUSTEE ON BEHALF  
OF ACE SECURITIES  
CORP. HOME EQUITY  
LOAN TRUST AND FOR  
THE REGISTERED HOLD- 
ERS OF ACE SECURITIES  
CORP. HOME EQUITY  
LOAN TRUST, SERIES  
2007-ASAP1, ASSET  
BACKED PASS-THROUGH  
CERTIFICATES, Plaintiff  
against  ANTHONY PODI- 
AS, et al Defendant(s).   
Pursuant to a Judgment  
of Foreclosure and Sale  
entered on November 15,  
2011.
I, the undersigned Refer- 
ee will sell at public auc- 
tion in Room 224 of the  
Kings County Court- 
house, 360 Adams  
Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. on  
the 12th day of April,  
2012 at 2:30 p.m. prem- 
ises 
Beginning at a point on  
the westerly side of East  
58th Street, distant 372  
feet 11- ½ inches south- 
erly from the corner  
formed by the intersec- 
tion of the westerly side  
of East 58th Street, with  
the southerly side of Ave- 
nue H; being a plot 22  
feet ½ inch by 100 feet  
by 22 feet ½ inch by 100  
feet. 
Said premises known as 

LEGAL NOTICE

930 East 58th Street,  
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11234
(Block: 7761, Lot: 62).
Approximate amount of  
lien $ 616,220.18 plus  
interest and costs. 
Premises will be sold  
subject to provisions of  
filed judgment and terms  
of sale.  
Index No. 5768-08.  Jef- 
frey Saltiel, Esq., Refer- 
ee.        
DeRose & Surico
Attorney(s) for Plaintiff
213-44 38th Avenue
Bayside, N.Y.  11361

LEGAL NOTICE

IN ACCORDANCE with  
the provisions of Law,  
there being due & unpaid  
charges for which the  
undersigned, Father &  
Son Moving & Storage of  
New York, Inc. is entitled  
to a lien as warehouse- 
man, of the goods here- 
inafter described &  
stored at 2525 Tilden  
Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y.  
Due notice having been  
given, the owners of said  
property & all parties  
known to claim an inter- 
est therein, & time speci- 
fied expired, there will be  
sold at Public Auction at  
Father & Son Moving &  
Storage of New York,  
Inc., 2525 Tilden Ave- 
nue, Borough of Brook- 
lyn, Kings County, City of  
New York, Brooklyn, on   
Monday April 16, 2012.    
Beginning at 9:00 o’clock  
in the forenoon of that  
day, the following proper- 
ty: Household goods,  
personal effects and/or  
office records deposited  
by: Young Johnson, Hilda  
Brown, Eugene Best. All  
being stored at its ware- 
house located at 2525  
Tilden Avenue, Brooklyn,  
NY. Should it be impos- 
sible to dispose of all  
these goods on the above  
stated day, the sale will  
be continued on such  
succeeding sale days  
thereafter as necessary  
to complete the sale.  
Sold by lot only removal  
same day.

LEGAL NOTICE

1119 Realty Associates  
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed  
with Secy. of State of NY  
(SSNY) on 1/27/12. Of- 
fice in Kings County.  
SSNY designated agent  
of LLC upon whom pro- 
cess against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to 8302 6th Ave  
Ste 2A, Brooklyn, NY  
11209. Purpose: General

LEGAL NOTICE

2131 CONEY ISLAND  
LLC a domestic LLC,  
Arts. of Org. filed with the  
SSNY on 1/11/12. Office  
location: Kings County.   
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against the LLC may  
be served.  SSNY shall  
mail process to: The LLC,  
2131 Coney Island Ave.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11223.  
General Purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

BREAKIN BOUNDARIES  
LLC, a domestic LLC.  
Arts. of Org. filed with the  
SSNY on 06/02/2011.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY has been  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a  
copy of process to: Re- 
nee Manzolillo, 181  
Withers St., Brooklyn, NY  
11211. Purpose: Any

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

KNAM MEDIA GROUP  
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed  
Sec. Of State of NY  
11/30/2011. Off. Loc.:  
Kings Co. SSNY desig- 
nated as agent upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY to  
mail copy of process to   
THE LLC C/O Nodir Kho- 
lov, 2909 Ocean Av., Apt  
3A, Brooklyn, NY 11235.  
Purpose: Any lawful act  
or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION   
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: 2 WEST  
END AVE UNIT 3G LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 10/04/2011. Office 

LEGAL NOTICE

location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: IGOR  
KLEBANOV 2109  
BROADWAY UNIT 11131  
NEW YORK, NY 10023.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: 3+ COL-

LEGAL NOTICE

LECTIVE LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
01/03/2012. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: SUSAN  
JONES 85 1ST PLACE   
#3 BROOKLYN, NY  
11231. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
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mirrormirrorfilm.commirrormirrorfilm.com

“HILARIOUS FUN FOR
THE WHOLE FAMILY.”

– DEBBIE LYNN ELIAS, CULVER CITY OBSERVER

“HILARIOUS FUN FOR
THE WHOLE FAMILY.”

– DEBBIE LYNN ELIAS, CULVER CITY OBSERVER

STARTS FRIDAY, MARCH 30TH AT THEATRES EVERYWHERE!
NO PASSES ACCEPTED

We Gave Out $35 MILLION
In Loans Last Year!

Proudly Serving Brooklyn For Over 75 Years!

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809

Open Sat. 9-1pm
www.brfcu.org

NEED
CASH?

You Can Borrow $5,000 For As Little As $150 Per Month

CALL NOW !!!
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Rogue auto-body shops 

are turning a portion of 
Coney Island Avenue into 
a traffi c nightmare by hog-
ging up crucial public and 
private spaces, illegally 
double parking cars, and 
leaving the vehicles in stag-
nant puddles of water, say 
outraged neighborhood 
residents and businesses, 
who are hoping that the 
Flatbush mechanics mend 
their ways before everyone 
is forced to move to greener 
parking pastures.

Merchants near Corte-
lyou Road claim that auto-
repair shops on the avenue 
take in more vehicles than 
they have space for and 
end up leaving the cars on 
the street, in driveways, or 
double-parked on the busy 
boulevard.

“Our business has quite 
a few trucks and we can’t 
fi nd places to park,” said 
Ronnie DiAgostino, who 

says she and her boss at 
Greene Roofi ng call 311 ev-
eryday to complain about 
the double parking and 
blocked driveways. “The 
businesses around us are 
rude and inconsiderate — 
they don’t care about any-
body else in the neighbor-

hood but themselves.”
Other merchants claim 

the auto-businesses skirt 
city law by leaving their 
cars on the street without 
plates. Some of the unreg-
istered cars hog metered 
spaces on the block for days 
at a time while avoiding 

tickets. But the repair shops 
still wash and hose down 
the cars — creating huge 
puddles that remain on the 
street for days.

DiAgostino believes that 
an area auto-shop worker 
purposely broke or jammed 
most of the parking meters 
on the block so he could 
park his cars there — a 
problem she claims earns 
her an average of two park-
ing tickets a week.

Drivers, too, have com-
plained about the problem: 
parked and idling cars of-
ten clog one of Coney Island 
Avenue’s two lanes during 
rush hour, creating a traf-
fi c blockade on the already 
busy artery, they claim.

“Every time I drive 
down, everyone is double-
parked,” said Morris Sacks, 
Community Board 14’s 
transportation committee 
chairman. “It greatly slows 
down traffi c.”

Merchants: Auto-body shops are making life a living hell

BLOCKED: Merchants allege the auto body shops around Corte-
lyou Road and Coney Island Avenue park their overfl ow of cars 
in traffi c, causing backups and parking problems on the bustling 
thoroughfare. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Coney Island Ave. chaos 

FREE WIFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 
718-692-1515

2256 Hendrickson Street 

(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: 
thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

REPAIRED 
PAINLESSLY
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BLOW OUT SALE
Everyday Storewide saving from floor to wall

Quality Wood Floors for Le$$

69¢

Next to Home Depot 
428 Willoughby Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11205

3 Blocks from Kings Plaza 
2373 Flatbush Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11234

1-855-883-5667
www.liqwoodationfl oors.com

Continued on Page 28
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deris’s father removed 
the original lights 
shortly after taking over 
the ride, fearing that the 
high-voltage system — 
which sparked when it 
rained — would endan-
ger riders.

Vourderis said re-
lighting the Wonder 
Wheel will be completed 
by Memorial Day, miss-
ing the opening of the 
Coney Island summer 
season by two months. 
The ride opens on April 
1, Vourderis said.

But the Wonder 
Wheel won’t be the only 

Coney Island attrac-
tion to have new lights 
this summer if Borough 
President Markowitz 
gets his way. 

Markowitz wants the 
city to spend $2 million 
to outfi t the historic, 
262-foot tall Parachute 
Jump with enough 
lights to make it  visible 
from the moon  — anger-
ing some residents who 
say the money  should be 
spent to save the Board-
walk instead .

In 2006 the city spent 
$1.4 million on the Para-
chute Jump’s lighting 
display, but Markowitz 
had the lights removed, 
claiming they weren’t 
glitzy enough for the 
People’s Playground.

claimed he saw Harris blow-
up on two consecutive days 
at the tot lot last week. “I 
had to call the cops! Clearly 
this guy needed some help.”

Yet Harris, who says 
he began caring for the 
playground back when the 
tot lot was overrun with 
drunks and drug dealers 
instead of toddlers, claims 
that the park’s new visi-
tors are as entitled as their 
spoiled children and rarely 
follow park rules.

“A lot of parents don’t 
read the signs when they 
come in here and want to 
do what they want to do,” 
said Harris, who claims 
that moms curse at him 
whenever he tries to close 
the park on time, ask their 
children not to stand on 
benches, or enforce any 
other rules.

Bryant claims that Har-
ris is taking his volunteer 
job way too seriously.

“This guy had appointed 
himself the unoffi cial sher-
iff of the tot lot,” said Bry-
ant. “People said he was a 
‘volunteer.’ By volunteer, 
you mean ‘harasser?’ ” 

The simmering prob-
lem boiled over last week 
after Bryant’s 911 call: an-
gry parents and care-takers 
started an online petition to 
remove Harris from the tot 
lot. But it was the calls to 
311 and Community Board 
14 that did the trick — the 
85-year-old was dismissed 
from duty within a few 
days.

“Recently, we have re-

ceived complaints about 
Mr. Harris’s behavior from 
local constituents, elected 
offi cials, and the Commu-
nity Board,” said a Parks 
Department spokeswoman, 
who said Harris’s main du-
ties were opening and clos-
ing the playground. “We 
have since changed the 
locks on the gates.”

The city has invited Har-
ris to next month’s Com-
munity Board 14 meeting 

to discuss the issue — but 
Harris says he is so angered 
by the city’s decision that he 
doesn’t plan on showing up.

“I don’t have any more 
interest — I don’t need this 
treatment from anybody,” 
said Harris. “I’ve been giv-
ing my time for all these 
years and I’m not even get-
ting a thank you. Now they 
come and put a lock on the 
gate like I’m nobody! It 
hurts.”

Now Carrying 
Ernest Hemingway 

Vintage Inspired Eyewear

Attn:

LANDLORDS

OVER 35
YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE
718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

Continued from cover

Tot lot

Continued from cover

Wheel

LET THERE BE LIGHT: Deno “DJ” 
Vourderis stands at the Wonder Wheel, 
which will new sport new solar-powered 
lights this season. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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          For Information Call: Stephanie Stellaccio
Offi ce: (718) 260-2575   Sstellaccio@Cnglocal.Com

Gala Reception
will feature and celebrate 

some of the borough’s 
outstanding women.

Coney Island 
on June 20, 2012

5:30 - 9:00pm

Each woman’s unique 
accomplishments

will be highlighted in 
a keepsake publication 

on May 24, 2012.

Gale Stevens 
Haynes
Pat Singer
Matti Berkowitz
Sharon Myrie 
Marlene 
Hochman
Aida Leon
Yonnette 
Fleming
Catherine 
Hodes
Josephine 
Sanfi lippo
Geneva Farrow
Cecilia Clarke

Eileen O’Connor
Susan Doban
Cathie Gearity
Doreen Garson
Ellen Salpeter
Susan Pulaski
Sandra 
Chapman
Mercedes 
Narcisse
Doris Palazzo
Ijana Nathaniel
Mary Sansone
Irina Yuryeva
Dr. Monica 
Sweeney

2012 Honorees:

* These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers when payroll deduction or direct deposit
is selected as the method of repayment. Some applicants will qualify at higher rates as 
determined by creditworthiness. For model years 2012-2011, your payments will consist of 
60 monthly payments of $17.73 on each $1,000 borrowed at 2.45%APR. For model year 
2010, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.91 on each $1,000 
borrowed at 2.85%APR. Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after closing if you stop 
paying your loan by automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit. Rates subject to change
without notice. Other rates available for refinance transactions. Membership required.

 Federally insured by NCUA

Apply today, call  

1-888-4MCU-AUTO or visit nymcu.org 

...because it’s time to dump this clunker.

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…

Whatever your reason,  
getting your auto loan at 
MCU makes perfect sense.

FIXED RATES AS LOW AS

New Car Loans

2.45%
APR*

FIXED RATES AS LOW AS

Used Car Loans

2.85%
APR*
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By Will Bredderman

It’s the one event that brings together all of Williamsburg’s 
guitar aficionados — those who actually play guitar and 
those who just carry them around because they look 

cool.
More than 30 dealers of guitars and all the stuff that 

goes with them will take over the stage and concert space at 
Brooklyn Bowl on April 1 — uniting rock music, bowling, 
and alcohol in a way not seen since the premiere of “The Big 
Lebowski.”

When it debuted last year, the Brooklyn Springtime Guitar 
Show was the first expo for strummers in the city in a decade 
— and the borough’s rockers were sorely missing an event of 
its kind, according to organizers “Uncle” Mike Schnapp, a 
Bowl DJ, and Lisa Sharken, a veteran music gear magazine 
writer and technician.

“My friends who are dealers were reminiscing about the 
days when there were guitar shows in the basement of a 
church on the Lower East Side,” Sharken said. “I checked out 
the venue and looked at the space, and I said, ‘You know, I 
think I can make this work.’”

Last year’s expo attracted 1,200 attendees, leading 

Schnapp and Sharken to organize a fall follow-up, and this 
show is drawing vendors from as far away as Arizona and 
Belgium.

The guitar sellers might be coming from all over 
the world, but what makes the show special is its 
local feel, said Garret Landes, the man- ager of 
Williamsburg’s Main Drag Music.

Not only is Brooklyn Bowl worlds 
different from the hangar-style con-
vention centers that host most guitar 
shows — Williamsburg attracts a 
totally different scene than 
a suburban expo, said 
Southside Guitars co-
owner Ben Taylor.

“It gets a much 
younger crowd,” 
said Taylor. “It’s 
people who live in 
Williamsburg and 
are familiar with 
modern rock-and-roll 

instead of a million people who are trying to 
emulate Eric Clapton.”

From straps to gear, Schnapp, who helped 
organize a popular series of record shows at 

Brooklyn Bowl, said the expo would let fans Fenders 
and people who go gaga for Gibsons make peace over 

brews, bowling, and grub from the house restaurant, Blue 
Ribbon.

For Sharken, the expo is all about creating a strong 
Brooklyn network of guitar builders and sellers.

“The whole idea was really to bring back the local 
market, promote all the local businesses, let them show 
their faces and give them some exposure to the public,” 

Sharken says.
But not all of the vendors go in with just business in mind.
“It’s not even about selling a lot,” says Landes. “It’s about 

being there and being part of a community, talking and get-
ting to know other people in the industry.”

The Second Annual Brooklyn Springtime Guitar Show at 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Avenue, between North 11th Street 
and North 12th Street, Williamsburg. (718) 963-3369] April 
1, 11 am. Free.

Guitar show will rock Williamsburg

Rock ‘n’ roll: Lisa Sharken and Mike Schnapp — a.k.a. 
DJ Uncle Mike — show off Sharken’s guitars before 
riding off to the second annual Brooklyn Springtime 
Guitar Show at Brooklyn Bowl on April 1.

Photo by Elizabeth Graham

AX-TRAVAGANZA!
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SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 2012 AT 2PM

BrooklynCenterOnline.org 
or 718-951-4500

Walt Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College

2/5 train to Flatbush Avenue 
on-site paid parking available

Sponsored by:

MOSCOW FESTIVAL BALLET’S

Giselle

The Harkness 
Foundation for Dance

2011-2012 SEASON

The Westside Theatre, 407 West 43rd Street
ojtjonstage.com

What’s not to like?

PREVIEWS BEGIN MAY 1

ShenYun2012.com/NYC

REVIVING 
5,000 YEARS  
OF CIVILIZATION.

Presented by Shen Yun Promotions International

APRIL 18-22
DAVID H. KOCH  
THEATERLINCOLN CENTER

Presented by Shen Yun Promotions

LINCOLN CENTER
Hotline: 800-818-2393

COMING BACK 
IN APRIL

JANUARY SHOWS SOLD OUT

      $5000
 per person

     Serving Dinner From Noon On 
Make your reservation today

8201 3rd Ave.  Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-833-6666
www.thepearlroom.com

THE MOST AWARD WINNING RESTAURANT

IN THE BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN

Join us for Chef Anthony Rinaldi’s

3 Course Gourmet
Prix Fixe

Easter Menu
SpecialChildren’s MenuAvailable
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Protests are out, pranks 
are in.

The time-honed 
tradition of politicized mis-
chief is back — and author 
Andrew Boyd is leading 
the way with his new book 
“Beautiful Trouble: Toolbox 
for the Next Revolution,” a 
how-to manual for effective, 
socially targeted 
pranks that he 
says can be more 
effective than 
demonst rat ion 
or rally.

“You can pull off a prank 
with much fewer people than 
a traditional protest,” said 
Boyd, who will launch the 
book at powerHouse arena 
in DUMBO on April 5 in 
what he promises will be a 
surprising evening (to our 
knowledge, the event itself is 
not a prank). “Your target is 
usually some large powerful 
and swaggering entity, and 
with some deft intervention 
you’re able to both under-
cut their authority or reveal 
the true motives behind their 
statements or actions.”

Boyd might be a prank-
ster, but he’s no hoax — as 
one of the founders of the 

cigar-wielding Billionaires 
for Bush satire groups that 
spread across the country in 
the aughts, he’s no stranger 
to tomfoolery.

And the how-to book, 
which examines the tactics, 
practices, and methods of 
pranking, includes plenty of 
case studies of successful 
social stunts that can guide 
would-be gags.

Some gems include the 
story of the Barbie Liberation 

Organization, dubbed the 
BLO, and “Public Option 
Annie,” a guerilla musical 
put on in Washington D.C. at 
the height of the health care 
debate.

All these shenanigans 
may seem juvenile, but Boyd 
promises there is an art to 
the prank. 

“You could say that pie-
ing somebody in the face is 
fairly low brow: all heat and 
no light,” said Boyd. “But 
pranks can be a very high 
art form as well, especially if 
they are ethical, democratic 
and non-violent.”

And sometimes, pranks 
can be a window to the future, 
like the “Corporations are 
People Too” slogan, which 
was popularized as a sat-
ire by Billionaires for Bush 
before it was picked up by 
Mitt Romney in earnest on 
the stump over the summer.

Andrew Boyd with Dave 
Oswald Mitchell at power-
House arena [37 Main Street 
at the corner of Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718)666-3049]. 
April 5, 7 pm. To pre-order 
the book, visit http://beauti-
fultrouble.org.

– Eli Rosenberg

It’s Zion for zine readers.
The Brooklyn Zine Fest is coming to Public 

Assembly on April 15, bringing together more 
than 60 indie publishers for the borough’s first con-
vention for small batch magazines in three years.

The self-published pamphlets often focus on 
niche subjects and boast small, localized reader-
ships — but that doesn’t mean there aren’t enough 
zine lovers to throw a good party, according to 
event organizer Matt Carman.

“It’s not incredibly easy to get zines — you 
have to know where to look — but I think the fests 
are the best and most rewarding way to find them,” 
said Carman.

Zines are sometimes 
carried in comic book 
shops and bookstores, but 
festivals and conventions 
are the true bread and butter for many zine writ-
ers, who are often forced to travel across the 
country to find a good venue for their homemade 
products, he said

Carman and fellow Zine Fest planners Kseniya 
Yarosh and Eric Nelson, who work together to put 
out the mag “I Love Bad Movies,” have journeyed 
as far south as Richmond, Va. and as far west as 
San Francisco, Calif. to hawk their self-published 
essays and editorials.

And with titles like “Put A Egg On It” and 
“The Carbon Based Mistake,” there’s something 
for everybody — or at least everybody who enjoys 
quirky, super-specialized publications with fun 
names.

“The reason I enjoy zines is because they’re so 
specific and they’re about topics you wouldn’t nec-
essarily read about anywhere else.,” said Carman. 
“Some of these are from research, but a lot are 
from personal experience and they’re sort of unfil-
tered in that way.”

Public Assembly [70 N. Sixth St. between 
Kent and Wythe avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 
384-4586] April 15, at 11 am. Free. Visit www.
brooklynzinefest.com.

– Colin Mixson

Some Brooklynites believe that our borough 
is perfect just as it is — but these artists 
know better.

How about a pollution-free Gowanus Canal 
that extends to Park Slope? And why aren’t there 
any windmills in J.J. Byrne Park?

These visions for an improved borough, and 
more, are on show in a new art exhibit called 
“Brooklyn Utopias,” opening at the Old Stone 
House on April 5.

Curator Katherine Gressel tapped more than a 
dozen artists and arts organizations to contribute 
works tackling the future of public parks and 
open space in Kings County.

And that led to some intriguing ideas, includ-
ing Gressel’s favorite: a playground made from 
renovated water tanks that creates energy from 
frolicking children.

Artists Christina Kelly and Jeff Hutchinson 
contributed schematic drawings and watercolor 
sketches of the eco-friendly, and child-friendly 
play area, which includes seesaws and a swing 
set that power several renovated hot tubs for 
adults.

“They actually did some scientific research 
into it,” said Gressel. “It would actually be fea-
sible for this to happen.”

In addition to designs of recreational water-
ways and public sanctuaries, artists have docu-
mented the rapid change that has occurred in 
their neighborhoods.

Cheryl Molnar’s photographs show Kent 
Avenue’s transformation from a derelict indus-

trial wasteland to a glimmering strip of glass 
towers and well-manicured waterfront parks, 
exploring the trade-offs that urban renewal has 
brought to Williamsburg.

Bettina Johae’s postcards of city-owned sites 
that could be changed to parks extends ongoing 

debates about residential 
development and eminent 
domain.

And no exhibit about 
public spaces could be 
complete without a nod to 

Occupy Wall Street, represented here with paint-
ings of Zuccotti Park that address the limits of 
free speech and behavior inside public spaces.

Don’t worry Park Slope art lovers and urban 
planners — these versions of utopia are safe for 
the while family.

Kids are welcome to take part in a sky-gazing, 
daydreaming session with artist Kat Schneck 
or participate in a mural workshop with Triada 
Samaras on April 28, among other events.

Brooklyn Utopias at The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between Fourth and Fifth Avenues, 
Park Slope (718) 768-3195]. April 5, 6:30 pm. 
Visit www.brooklynutopias.com.

– Aaron Short

Brooklyn literary phenom Jennifer Egan is 
using some of her star power to illuminate 
a lesser-known book world talent.

Word got out quick among local literati that 
Egan, a Pulitzer Prize winner, was completely 
enthralled with Angela Davis-Gardner’s new 
novel “Butterfly’s Child” — which tells the story 
of a Japanese-American boy harboring a deep 
secret in 19th century Illinois.

So when the owners of Egan’s neighborhood 
bookshop, Greenlight, heard about her fandom, 
they suggested she hype up the rising novelist 
at an in-store discussion on April 10.

The discussion format has countless advan-
tages over the more old-fashioned author read-
ing, according to Emily Russo.

“I love the discussion format because there 
are so many different 
places a discussion can go 
depending on the author, 
the subject matter, and the 
interviewer,” said Russo.

Jennifer Egan and Angela Davis-Gardner 
discussing Davis-Gardner’s “Butterfly’s Child” 
at Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton Street, at 
South Portland Avenue, Fort Greene. (718) 246-
0200.] April 10, 7:30 pm. Free.

– Will Bredderman

Thurs.
4/5

Tues.
4/10

He’s trouble: Andrew Boyd, mis-
chief-making extraordinaire, will 
bring the prank to new artistic 
heights with the launch of his 
book “Beautiful Trouble.”
 Photo courtesy of Andrew Boyd

Artist Will Pappenheimer’s Sky Mills image includes 
skywriting of windmills and drawings above the Old 
Stone House. Photo provided by Katherine Gressel

Artists explore future ‘Brooklyn Utopias’

Pranked is the new punked

Egan does it!

Mag mania
Steve Solomon is returning home to 

Brooklyn, and he’s bringing his beloved 
bubbe, his stuttering cousin Bob, and his 

therapist cousin Sal with him.
“My Mother’s Italian, My Father’s Jewish & 

I’m in Therapy” — one of theater’s longest run-
ning, off-Broadway one-man acts — is coming 
to Brooklyn College on April 1, with the show’s 
author and creator playing all of the parts.

“There are different 
actors around the world 
doing my show. It’s run-
ning in South Africa, it’ll 
be opening in Australia 

and it was just closed in Toronto,” said Solomon. 
“But some people have said that I give it a special 
flavor, and that’s because it’s real to me. I’m not 
reading the lines.”

The show, which 
lifted its curtains in 
2003, is a family farce, 
a situational comedy, 
and a one-man mara-
thon, where a single, 
tireless thespian takes 
on as many as twenty-
five roles while portraying the eclectic menagerie 
that makes up Solomon’s quirky family.

“Everybody identifies with somebody in the 
show,” said Solomon. “They think, ‘That’s my 
uncle, that’s my aunt, that’s my doctor.’ It’s very 
sweet humor — 750,000 people have seen it and 
love it.”

The play has won fans all over the world, 
but Solomon grew up in the melting pot of 
Sheepshead Bay and he’s looking forward to 
performing for a hometown crowd.

“It’s going to be great to work in front of my 
own group of people,” said Solomon. “My fam-
ily may have taken me to court to get my artistic 
license revoked, but they still come to the show.”

Brooklyn College [2900 Bedford Ave. near 
Campus Road in Midwood, (718) 951-4500] April 
1, at 2 pm. $30. Visit www.brooklyncenter.com.

– Colin Mixson

Sun.
4/1

Family matters

Thurs.
4/5

Sun.
4/15
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By Natalie O’Neill

Barbeque-lovin’ vegetar-
ians don’t have to pass 
on this cheeseburger.

Just in time for grilling sea-
son, a Carroll Gardens baker 
is cooking up artfully crafted 
cakes modeled after burgers 
and hotdogs — a sugary and 

strikingly realistic take on the 
classic meaty meals.

Pastry chef Antonio 
Fiorentino of Monteleone 
Bakery & Café said he is chan-
neling his passion for art into 
the chocolate-and-mascarpone-
flavored faux meat treats.

“I’ve always loved painting 

on little canvases — and this is 
a lot like that,” he said. “People 
get a kick out of it.”

Fiorentino dyes house-made 
mascarpone to color the fake 
condiments and toppings — 
cashing in on Brooklyn’s bur-
geoning burger obsession.

He’s not even the only per-
son combining pastries and 
paddies: Bay Ridge’s Burger 
Bistro serves a burger on a 
sugar-glazed donut.

But Fiorentino is alone in 
his mission to fully convert 
burgers and dogs into desserts 
— and he’s found plenty of fans 
of his highly detailed baked 
goods.

The burger cakes, which he 
often sells to cookout-goers for 
$25, come with taste-bud trick-

ing bright red tomatoes, yel-
low cheese and a sesame-seed 
bun that looks plucked a Happy 
Meal.

Fiorentino also offers the 
fast food-mimicking cakes 
in strawberry shortcake and 
chocolate with almond paste. 
Larger cakes are available upon 
request for $50.

The burger cakes are already 
a hit on the kiddie birthday 
party circuit — which has 
caused one minor problem.

“My grandson liked it so 
much he wouldn’t let us cut it,” 
said Harriet Libstag of Carroll 
Gardens. “The man is an art-
ist.”

Monteleone Bakery & Café 
[355 Court St. at Union Street in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 852-5600].

Williamsburg goes 
fish, Gowanus 
gets a rub down, 

and a Park Slope sub shop 
hits the streets in this week’s 
balmy bite of springtime 
gossip.

Bigger fish to fry: Whatever 
local restaurateur Joe Carroll 
touches turns to artery 
clogging gold — think top 
Williamsburg spots Fette 
Sau, Spuyten Duyvil and 
St. Anselm — and that’s 
why we’re counting down 
the days to the eagerly antic-
ipated April opening of his 
newest Williamsburg ven-
ture, Lake Trout. The fried 
fish shack is inspired by a 
favorite Baltimore special-
ty, the lake trout sandwich, 
which Carroll explained to 
Grub Street is “not from 
a lake and it’s not trout, 
it’s whiting.” No matter the 
credentials of the fish, we 
put plenty of blind faith in 
the man known for his taste 
in top-notch smoked meats, 
bone marrow poppers, and 
obscure cask beer.

Luck of the Irish: There’s 
a new tenant on Montague 
Street — Brownstoner 
reports that an Irish pub will 
move into the space recently 
vacated by the long-stand-
ing Italian takeout spot, La 
Traviata. “Will it raise the 
standard of Montague din-
ing – a trend that we’ve seen 
hints of recently?” mused 
Jorale-man on the Brooklyn 
Heights Blog, “or will it con-
tinue the tradition of so-so 
to mediocre restaurants that 
have long dominated the 
street?” Discuss.

Just beachy: Can’t decide 
whether to hit up the revi-
talized Grimaldi’s (going 
under the name Juliana’s) in 
DUMBO, or the transplant-
ed Grimaldi’s (still going 
under the name Grimaldi’s) 
right next door? Save your-
self the headache and take a 
trip to Coney, where, as the 
Bensonhurst Bean reports, 
the (transplanted) Grimaldi’s 
will open a second spot near 
the entrance to Luna Park 
on Surf Avenue. If you’re 
still struggling to make up 
your mind, skip the drama 
entirely and head to Neptune 
Avenue, for a superior coal-
fired pie at Totonno’s.

Do the ’cue: It’s all about 
pulled pork in Brooklyn 
nowadays, with Park Slope 
laying down the gauntlet 
with not one — but two — 
new ‘cue spots. Now F’d 
in Park Slope reports that 
Gowanus is getting in on the 
action with Fletchers, which 
“will serve traditional coun-
ter-service barbecue” as 
well as grilled fare and chili. 
Bring on the brisket, ribs 
and burnt-end beans!

On a roll: Forget dirty 
water dogs and ice cream 
— the best thing to come 
from a cart this summer is 
bound to be Zito Sandwich 
Shoppe’s primo hoagies. The 

guys behind Park Slope’s 
newest sub suppliers have 
announced via Twitter that 
they plan to roll out some 
big surprises in the next few 
months — portable sand-
wich mobiles among them. 
Panelle, meatball parm, and 
sausage and pepper heroes 
on the go? It might not make 
for the lightest summer fare, 
but it’s sure to be some of 
the tastiest.

Bagel boys: Bay Ridge 
is swapping out a bodega 
for bagels on 85th Street 
near Fifth Avenue, which 
should make a lot of morn-
ing commuters very happy. 
“There’s really nothing like 
it along this stretch,” said 
manager Rajaie Musallam 
about the tentatively named 
Sal’s Bagel’s, which will be 
a family-owned, family-run 
business. “We can imagine 
franchising and having four 
or five of these.” We’re all 
for long-term planning, but
let’s check out the quality of 
the bagel and schmear first.

Happy meal!

Since 1985

S T E A K H O U S E

GREAT STEAKS
GREAT VALUE

Open Tuesday to Sunday for  
Lunch, Dinner, Private Parties

9519 Third Avenue, Bay Ridge
(Between 95th & 96th Streets)

718-745-3700
www.EmbersBayRidge.com

Baker turns burgers into dessert

Yum, it’s a cheeseburger. No, wait, it’s a cake! Antonio Fiorentino cooks up 
barbeque-inspired sweets at Monteleone Bakery in Carroll Gardens.

Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Zito’s co-owners (from left) 
Vincenzo Conigliaro and 
Marcello Bucca are ready to 
serve you.

RestauRant Gossip
By saRah ZoRn

Italian Cuisine • SeafoodItalian Cuisine • Seafood
Call for reservations

718.833.0800
7201 8th Ave.

Bay Ridge

www.NewCornerRestaurant.com
Play N.Y.S. Lottery & Quick Draw

OPEN 7 DAYS
CATERING
FOR ALL

OCCASIONS

Cocktail Lounge
Take Out Orders

Major Credit Cards

Engagements
Bridal Showers

Christenings
Complimentary Glass of Wine or Soda

FOUNDED OVER
75 YEARS AGO BY

Vicenzo Colandrea
NEW CORNER RESTAURANT

IS NOW CONCIDERED
A LANDMARK TO VISIT

$19.75 $26.95LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH 
SPECIALSPECIAL
LUNCH 

SPECIAL
Monday - Saturday 12:00 to 3:00

MAXIMUM 8 PEOPLE (EXCEPT HOLIDAYS)

4 Course 
Lobster Dinners

DINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIAL
Monday - Thursday

3:00 to 11:30
MAXIMUM 8 PEOPLE
(EXCEPT HOLIDAYS)

DINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIAL

$24.95
26.95

$29.95
$
Join Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYS$14.75

Monday - Saturday

LITELITELITELITELITELITE
LUNCHLUNCH

LITE
LUNCH

4 Course 
Fish Dinners

RESERVE 
EARLY FOR 

EASTER 
SUNDAY
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Our Friday Lobster Special includes:

/2 $2895
pp

Every Friday Enjoy Lobster!!

718.252.3030
4220 Quentin Road, Marine Park

A Truly Unique Dining Experience

Authentic Spanish & Mexican Cuisine

HUEVOS A LA FLAMENCA
Sunny side up baked eggs, ham, artichoke w/ salsa ranchera

SALMON ALBARINO
Salmon steak an Albarino wine, lemon sauce w/ sautéed potatoes & mescaline salad

POLLO CON GAMBAS
Charcoal grilled chicken breast & shrimp sautéed w/ garlic, served w/ saffron rice & string beans

BISTEC TAPATIO
Charcoal grilled steak topped w/ eggs & salsa tapatia, served w/ black beans, saffron rice & corn tortilla

WITH MANY MORE ENTREES TO CHOOSE FROM

Every Sat. & Sun. from 12-3pm
$12.50

includes a mimosa on Bloody Mary

~

We Are Now Accepting 
Reservations for Easter Sunday

Serving Brunch from 12-3 pm 
and Dinner from 3pm on.

SPEND EASTER WITH US
Sunday, April 8, 2012

7902 - 3rd 718-439-6993

Special 

Children’s 

Menu 

Available

4 Course 
Special Menu

$40 per
person

Easter 
Sunday

451 Carroll Street
 (between Third Avenue & Nevins Street)

PARKING LOT ON PREMISES

www.montesnyc.com

The Oldest Italian 
Restaurant in Brooklyn

Established 1906

RESTAURANT - PIZZA - BAR

Our A La Carte Menu will be served 
along with Executive Chef Salvatore’s

5 Course Lamb Prix Fixe 
Dinner: $45 per person

Call for reservations

(718) 852-7800

Make Your Reservations 
for Easter Sunday

Our Regular Menu will be Served 
Along with Daily Specials

718-797-1907    384 Court Street

Open 7 Days For
Lunch & Dinner

FREE DELIVERY
4 - 9 PM

Authentic Southern Italian Cuisine

Beautifully 
Remodeled 
Party Room
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FRI, MARCH 30
MOVIE NIGHT: Shorts and a full 

length family appropriate movie. 
Free! 6:15. The Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

TEEN DOCENT PROGRAM: The 
Aquarium is looking for teens, 15 
and older to becomes docents 
to lead tours to visitors; assist 
with special events, staff infor-
mation and craft tables on and 
off-sitge; assist the instructors in 
the education department and 
conduct short marine conserva-
tion programs on the boardwalk. 
Applications must be received 
by May 18. Call to register. 9 am 
– 4:30 pm. New York Aquarium 
[602 Surf Ave. between W. 
Eighth and W. Fifth streets in 
Coney Island, (718) 265-3448], 
www.nyaquarium.com. 

STORYTIME: Come hear a few sto-
ries with a simple craft to go with 
it. $2.50. Noon. The Moxie Spot 
[81 Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

READING IS FUN: For tweens and 
teens - earn free books. Free. 
2 pm. Gerritsen Beach Public 
Library [2808 Gerritsen Ave. 
between Bartlett Place and 
Gotham Avenue in Gerritsen 
Beach, (718) 368-1435], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

“POOPENDOUS”: Artie Bennett 
has done it again, his number 
two book is about - you guessed 
it, Number 2. FRee. 5 pm. Book-
mark Shoppe [8415 Third Ave. 
at 84th Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833-5115]. 

BASEBALL/ SOFTBALL REGISTRA-
TION: Free. 8:30 pm. Our Lady 
of Grace Church [430 Ave. U 
between E. Third Street and E. 
Fourth Street in Gravesend, (718) 
336-7148], www.ologchurch.
com. 

MUSIC, GRAHAM PARKER AND 
IAN HUNTER: Ian Hunter of 
Mott the Hoople and Graham 
Parker match up for an evening 
of quintessential English rock. 
$30. 9 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

SAT, MARCH 31

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE FLEA MARKET: 

Peruse antiques, collectibles, 
vintage, crafts, and furniture. 8 
am–6 pm. PS 321 [180 Seventh 
Ave. between First and Second 
streets in Park Slope, (917) 991-
7807], www.parkslopefl eamar-
ket.com. 

OTHER
WEEKEND STORY TIME: For pre-

schoolers, birth to 5 years old. 
Free. 11 am. Flatlands Public 
Library [2065 Flatbush Ave. at 
Avenue P in Flatlands, (718) 253-
4409], www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

EASTER EGG HUNT: It’s that time 
to search out the eggs and meet 
the Easter Bunny, play games, 
win prizes and listen to music. 
Presented by State sen. Marty 
Golden (R-Bay Ridge). Free. 11 
am – 2 pm. Dyker Park [13th Ave. 
at 86th Street in Dyker Heights, 
(718) 238-6044]. 

OPENING DAY: The carousel turns 
100 years old this year. Come 
and enjoy a spin on this iconic 

ride. $2 per ride. Noon–4 pm. 
Prospect Park Children’s Cor-
ner (Enter at Flatbush Ave. and 
Ocean Avenue in Park Slope), 
www.prospectpark.org/cal-
endar. 

ARTS AND RECREATION: Craft 
activities and fun nature games. 
Free. 1–3 pm. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287-
3400], www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

FAMILY DISCO NIGHT: Ea t, drink 
and shake your groove thangs! 
Free! 6 pm. The Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com.  

ART, DINNER PARTY FOR TWO: 
Artist Michael Alan’s Living 
Installation. $20. 7 pm. www.mi-
chaelalanart.com/art/upcoming-
projects. 

ART, INTERESTING TIMES: MF 
Gallery, purveyors of the “ec-
centric and bizarre,” are proud 
to present an exhibition of the 
drawings, paintings, prints and 
sculptures of Drew Maillard. 
Free. 7 pm. MF Gallery [213 
Bond St. in Gowanus, (917)446-
8681], www.MFgallery.net. 

DANCE: Red Star/Red Army a 
chorus and dance ensemble per-
forms athletic folk dances and 
traditional Russian themes. $30-
$40. 8 pm. Brooklyn Center for 
the Performing Arts at Brooklyn 
College [2900 Campus Rd., be-
tween Amersfort Place and Ken-
ilworth Place in Midwood, (718) 
951-4500], www.brooklyncenter-
online.org. 

SUN, APRIL 1

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “MY MOTHER’S ITAL-

IAN, MY FATHER’S JEWISH 
AND I’M IN THERAPHY”: 
Steve Solomon’s riotously fun 
ny account of his life. $30. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the Perform-
ing Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd., between 
Amersfort Place and Kenilworth 
Place in Midwood, (718) 951-
4500], www.brooklyncenteron-
line.org. 

THEATER, HILARIOUS PLAY!: Fun-
nyman Steve Solomon performs 
an uproarious play about his half-
Jewish, half-Italian upbringing 
in Sheepshead Bay. $30. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the Perform-
ing Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd., between 
Amersfort Place and Kenilworth 
Place in Midwood, (718) 951-
4500], www.brooklyncenteron-
line.org. 

OTHER
BASKETBALL CHAMPION-

SHIP DAY: 78th Precinct Youth 
Council, hosting playoffs of the 
various divisions in the councils 
basketball teams. $3 donation 
(children free). 9 am – 6 pm. 
Bishop Ford (500 19th St. at Mc-
Donald Ave. in Windsor Terrace), 
www.78pyc.org. 

KINDER KRITTERS: Incredible 
insects - for 4 and 5 year old 
children. Instructors lead the 
children through songs, dances 
and games, as well as creative 
animal themed crafts. $25 ($30 
non-members) per session. 
10:30–11:30 am. Prospect Park 
Zoo [450 Flatbush Ave. at Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, (718) 
399-7339], www.prospectpark-
zoo.com. 

WORKSHOP, COMPOST FOR 
BROOKLYN!: Haul your cast off 
egg shells, your apple cores, 

old who are grieving the death 
of a loved one. Pre-registration 
required. Free. 4:30–6 pm. St. 
Joseph’s High School for Girls 
[80 Willoughby St. at Bridge 
Street in Downtown, (646) 739-
1005], https://www.calvaryhos-
pital.org. 

WED, APRIL 4
WRITING WORKSHOP: Teens get 

helpful hints on their short sto-
ries, essays and poetry. Free. 5 
pm. Coney Island Public Library 
[1901 Mermaid Ave. at West 
19th Street in Coney Island, (718) 
265-3220], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

SUPPORT GROUP, BEREAVE-
MENT: Death of a spouse or 
partner. 5:30–7 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St., be-
tween Court and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 489-
5200]. 

WORKSHOP, TANGO LESSONS: 
For adults and youngsters inter-
ested in ballroom dancing - No 
experience and no partners nec-
essary. Sponsored by the FIAO 
Beacon program. Pre-registra-
tion for youngsters required. 
Free. 6–9 pm. IS 96 [99 Ave. P at 
W. 11th Street in Bensonhurst, 
(718) 232-2266]. 

RELIGION, SOLEMN TENEBRAE 
MASS: The solemn celebration , 
having roots in the church’s cele-
bration of Holy Week, is in prep-
aration to enter into the spirit of 
the Sacred Triduum. In English. 
Good-will offerings. 7 pm. St. 
Finbar RC Church [Benson Ave. 
at Bay 20th St. in Bensonhurst, 
(718) 236-3312]. 

THURS, APRIL 5
DANCE-AROUND: For children. 

$2.50. 11. The Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

WORKSHOP, CROCHET: Adults 
meet every week and work on 
their projects. 2 pm. Midwood 
Public Library [975 E. 16th St. 
between Avenues J and I in 
Midwood, (718) 252-0967], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

GROUP, SUPPORT GROUP: A 
physician and chaplain will lead 
the group. Free. 3–4:30 pm. 
NY Methodist Hospital, Wesley 
House [501 Sixth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 780-
3593]. 

GAME SPACE: Teens get help in a 
game design workshop led by 
expert gamers from Global Kids. 
Free. 5:30 pm. Kings Highway 
Public Library [2115 Ocean Ave. 
at Avenue R in Midwood, (718) 
339-2783], Http://www.brook-
lynpubliclibrary.org. 

MUSIC, BRAIN CAVE FESTI-
VAL: Rock out for two nights of 
Brooklyn DIY’s best and bright-
est. $20. 6 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

FRI, APRIL 6
MOVIE NIGHT: 6:15. See Friday, 

March 30. 
TEEN DOCENT PROGRAM: 9 am – 

4:30 pm. See Friday, March 30. 
CARTOON EXHIBIT: 9:30 am–5 

pm. See Saturday, March 31. 
TAX HELP: 10 am to 2 pm. See Fri-

day, March 30. 
“LITTLE MISS MUFFET’S MON-

STER SITTING SERVICE”: 10:30 
am and noon. See Friday, March 
30. 

BLOOMING BABIES: For children 
18 months to 2 and one-half 
years. Free with museum admis-
sion. 11:30 am. Brooklyn Chil-
dren’s Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in 
Crown Heights, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

By Colin Mixson

Who can you always count on when you’re in a bind and 
need a good book? Your neighborhood bookstore, of 
course, whose employees read all the newest books 

before you do. That’s why we’re running this semi-regular 
column featuring must-reads, handpicked and written about 
by the staff at some of our favorite independent bookstores in 
Brooklyn.

Greenlight’s pick: “Arcadia” by Lauren Groff
Lauren Groff’s sophomore novel, 

“Arcadia,” is a complete departure from 
her previous tome, “The Monsters of 
Templeton” and her short story collec-
tion, “Delicate, Edible Birds,” but it is 
no less mesmerizing.  Arcadia spans 
several decades, from the late 1960s 
to the early 2020s, and tells the story 
of Bit, the first child to born into 
Arcadia, a self-proclaimed utopian 
society where all members are equal, 
work the land, and strive to live in 
accordance with their own rules and no one 
else’s. Naturally, things at Arcadia don’t quite turn out as 
planned, and its fallout leaves a mark on all who lived there, 
but Groff does such a brilliant job describing Arcadia and its 
troubles without condescension or prejudice, that you immedi-
ately connect to every character in this book who is trying to 
work towards a more perfect world.

— Emily Russo Murtagh, interim events coordinator, 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246-0200].

The BookMark Shoppe’s pick: “Elegy for Eddie” by 
Jacqueline Winspear

“Elegy for Eddie” is the ninth book in 
Winspear’s New York Times Bestselling 
series, Maisie Dobbs. I love Maisie 
Dobbs! Picture Mary Poppins mixed 
with Sherlock Holmes and we have 
Maisie. Raised poor, but with her 
own intelligence and perseverance, 
Maisie graduates from Cambridge 
University. She soon set’s up shop as 
a private investigator and her first 
case, although appearing simple, 
puts her savvy skills to the test. This histori-
cal fiction series takes place in London, during the 20s and 30s 
and is part war-story, romance and mystery. Fans of “Upstairs, 
Downstairs” must pick up this series.

— Bina Valenzano, co-owner, The BookMark Shoppe [8415 
Third Ave. between 84th and 85th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833-5115].

WORD’s pick: “Angelmaker” by Nick Harkaway
It’s hard for us to use our words, 

rather than just gush about how good 
“Angelmaker” is. You might guess, 
given our championing of “The Gone-
Away World,” how nervous we were to 
read Harkaway’s latest, but our anxiety 
was ill-founded. Not just any author 
could build a thriller out of some 
gears, a forgotten Victorian art critic, 
and a son’s dissatisfaction with his 
father, much less a thriller of these 
proportions. And very few authors can 
boast the combination of smarts and heart that defines 
Harkaway’s work. It is the rare book that can return us to the 
experience of wonder that set our collective path as lifelong read-
ers from an early age — and “Angelmaker” is one.

— Jenn Northington and Stephanie Anderson, event man-
ager, WORD [126 Franklin St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383-0096].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores

Easter egg hunt: It’s that time 
to search out the eggs and 
meet the Easter Bunny, play 
games, win prizes and listen to 
music at Dyker Park at 11 am 
on March 31.

Lauren Groff’s sophomore novel, 
“Arcadia,” is a complete departure from 
her previous tome, “The Monsters of 
Templeton” and her short story collec-
tion, “Delicate, Edible Birds,” but it is 
no less mesmerizing.  Arcadia spans 

accordance with their own rules and no one 
else’s. Naturally, things at Arcadia don’t quite turn out as 

“Elegy for Eddie” is the ninth book in 
Winspear’s New York Times Bestselling 
series, Maisie Dobbs. I love Maisie 
Dobbs! Picture Mary Poppins mixed 
with Sherlock Holmes and we have 

puts her savvy skills to the test. This histori-
cal fiction series takes place in London, during the 20s and 30s 

It’s hard for us to use our words, 
rather than just gush about how good 
“Angelmaker” is. You might guess, 
given our championing of “The Gone-
Away World,” how nervous we were to 

proportions. And very few authors can 
boast the combination of smarts and heart that defines 

your wilted carrot tops yearn-
ing to be free to Kensington’s 
volunteer run compost! Free! 
1 – 3 pm. Newkirk Community 
Garden (Newkirk Avenue and 
E. Eigth Street in Kensington), 
compostforbrooklyn.org/drop-
off-hours. 

SINGLES, FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE: 
Women ages 48 to 65 to meet 
Sundays for lunch, dinner, trips, 
shows and more. Pre-registrta-
tion required. Sorry no walk-ins. 
Free. 2 pm. El Greco Diner [1821 
Emmons Ave. at Sheepshead 
Bay Road in Sheepshead Bay, 
(718) 336-7908]. 

EASTER EGG HUNT: It’s that time 
to search out the eggs and meet 
the Easter Bunny, play games, 
win prizes and listen to music. 
Presented by State sen. Marty 
Golden (R-Bay Ridge). Free. 2–4 
pm. Marine Park [Filmore Ave. at 
Avenue U in Marine Park, (718) 
238-6044]. 

EASTER PARTY: Grab your bas-
kets and go on a hunt, for Eas-
ter eggs that is, activities with 
prizes. For children 3-8 years 
old. RSVP required. 4–5 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666-3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

MON, APRIL 2
PASSOVER EVENT: Master coffee 

roasters Benny Lanfranco and 
Richard Pascale, while super-
vised by Rabbi Marmorstein, 
will grind coffee for the holiday. 
Free. 9 am–4 pm. Fairway Mar-
ket [480-500 Van Brunt St. in Red 
Hook, (718) 694-6868]. 

POETRY JAM: Teens share their 
works. Co-hosted by Urban 
Word NYC. Free. 5 pm. Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [Flatbush Ave. at Eastern 
Parkway in Grand Army Plaza 
in Park Slope, (718) 230-2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.
org/branch_library_detail.
jsp?branchpageid=265. 

BINGO NIGHT: Bring your luck. $3. 
6:45 pm. St. Columba RC Church 
- Auditorium [2245 Kimball St. 
Avenue U and Avenue V in Ma-
rine Park, (718) 338-6265]. 

THURS, APRIL 3
SINGALONG: Come clap, dance, 

sing or just watch! $2.50. 11:00. 
The Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
923-9710], themoxiespot.com. 

“STORY AND PLAY: Infants to fi ve 
years old hear stories and listen 
to songs. Free. 4 pm. Leonard 
Public Library [81 Devoe St. be-
tween Manhattan Avenue and 
Leonard Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 486-3365], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
GROUP: For children 6-12 years 
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Bringing Manhattan Dining to Brooklyn

Heaven by Russo  2338 Coney Island Ave.  Brooklyn, NY 11223  718-362-0408  www.HeavenRusso.com

Restaurant
Upscale Dining in Brooklyn  Owned by International Pop Star Avraam Russo

Call to make 
your reservation today

In our Mediterranean Fusion Menu, 
we use only Organic Produce

Grand Opening 
Special for the Month of March 

20% DISCOUNT  
Expires 03/31/12

Menu Items:
Salads:
Smoked Salmon Salad (smoked Salmon, Organic Spring Greens, Masago, 
Paneer Dressing) .....$12
Poulard Salad Smoked (Chicken Chops, Organic Mixed Greens, 
Tropical sauce) .....$12
Game Salad (Beef Tenderloins, Lingo berry Sauce, Organic mixed Greens) .....$15
Classic Greek Salad (Avraam Russo Style) .....$9
Cyprus Salad (Grilled Eggplant, Organic Mixed Greens, Pumpkin Seeds, 
Goat Cheese) .....$14
Kani Salad.....$10

Cold Appetizers:
Mediterranean Mezze Platter (Hummus, Babaganoush, Taramosalata, 
Turkish Salad, Mixed Pickled Vegetables) .....$15
Baba Ganoush Spread.....$7  Hummus Spread.....$7

Hot Appetizers:
Calamari Fritti.....$11  Turkish Style Liver Cubes.....$10
Cheese Cigars.....$8
Quattro Formaggio Puff Pastry (2 pieces) .....$6
Thai Salad w/ Beef.....$14, w/ Salmon.....$15, w/ Shrimps.....$16

Meat:
Side order choice of Vegetable, Rice, Mashed Potatoes or French Fries
Rib Eye Steak.....$23  Organic Veal Chops.....$25  Filet Mignion.....$23 
Lamb Chops.....$26 
Asado Beef Short Ribs (in a barbecue Cabernet Sauce) .....$25
Beef Shish Kebab.....$18

Poultry:
Side order choice of Vegetable, Rice, Mashed Potatoes or French Fries
Griiled Chicken Breast.....$14  Chicken Shish Kebab.....$12

Mediterranean Style Fish:
Fish Side Order Choice of Vegetable, Rice, Mashed Potatoes or 
French Fries
Grilled Salmon.....$18  Grilled Chilean Sea Bass.....$25
Branzino (Grilled or Fried) .....$21   Trout (Grilled or Fried) .....$18 
St. Peter’s Tilapia (Grilled or Fried) .....$21  Freid Flounder.....$19 (Fish of The Day)

Seafood:
Grilled Shrimps in Scampi Sauce.....$16  Mixed Seafood Platter.....$25

Desserts:
New York Cheesecake.....$9  Tiramisu.....$9  Napoleon Cake.....$8
Ice Cream.....$8  Mango Cake.....$9  Tartufo.....$8
Marseille Chocolate Cake 
(Served warm w/ ice cream) .....$12

 We can accommodate any event
 We have Live Music nights and DJ nights
 We have a Full Bar

We’re Open For 
Lunch
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GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

LIVE MUSIC

KARAOKE

Thursday, March 29 - NITE OWL DUO - 7 pm
Friday, March 30 - THE GROOVE - 10 pm

Saturday, March 31 - THE ROCKINGHAMS - 10 pm
Sunday, April 1 - TOMMY & MARY ELLEN - 6 pm

Value up to $16 with your party of 4 or more
Redeem Your Free Dinner, Within a Month

Before or After Your Actual Birthday!

Cappuccino Café

718-989-8951
7721 3rd Avenue

Bay Ridge Brooklyn

718-989-8951
11am - 11pm Sun.–Thurs.

11am - 1am Fri. & Sat.
Free Delivery

Price Includes

Choice of Beverage
Soda, Bottle Water, Coffee, Tea, Cappuccino Cafe

Cafe Club Sandwich-Triple Decker with Ham, Cheese
Turkey Bacon, Lettuce, Tomato with Fresh Cut French Fries
Cafe Burger-Bacon, Cheeseburger with Lettuce, Tomato 
Pickle & Onion served with Fresh Cut French Fries

Grilled Chicken on Nan Bread with Basil and 
Olive Spread, with Garden Greens & Raspberry Vinaigrette

Served with Caesar Salad & Fresh 
Cut French Fries

Turkey and Ham with Swiss 
Cheese served in a Garlic Herb Tortilla

Julienne Sliced Chicken, Bacon Garden 
Greens, Tomato and Honey Dijon Dressing on a Flat Tortilla

Breaded Chicken Fingers, 
Franks, Hot Sauce, Blue Cheese, Lettuce and Diced Tomato, 
Celery served in a Flat Tortilla

Brownie or Cookies

  Y
ou

r P
lace  Our Place

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952
GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

Choice of Appetizer
Butternut Squash Soup 

Caesar Salad 
Lasagna Bolognese 

Fresh Fruit Plate
Eggplant Rolletini 

Garden Salad

BRUNCH
Seatings:

11 am & 12 Noon Only
“Unlimited Mimosa’s”

Appetizer,
Entrée, Dessert, 

Coffee
$2500

 
Per Person + Tax + Gratuity

Choice of Entrée
“Unlimited Mimosa’s” Roast Leg of Lamb with Gravy and Mint Jelly

Roast Maryland Turkey with All the Trimmings
Boneless Breast of Chicken Francaise

Broiled Salmon with Champagne Dill Sauce
Grilled Boneless Shell Steak ($8.00 Extra)

Shrimp Scampi, White Wine, Garlic, Lemon Butter

CHILDRENS MENU
$1695 

Per Child + Tax & Gratuity

DINNER
Seatings: 1 pm till 8 pm

All Entrees Served with Country Rice or Potato & Vegetable

$3695
Per Person + Tax + Gratuity

Dessert, Coffee, Tea

EASTER SUNDAY



M
AR. 29-A

PR. 4, 2012, C
OURIER L

IFE
27

B

K

G

M

Free • Confi dential • Interpretation Available

I have a question about
my child’s medicine.

NEW YORK CITY
POISON CONTROL CENTER
1-800-222-1222

We are here to help.

Lynda D. Curtis
Sr. V.P. and Executive Director
Bellevue Hospital Center

or call 311 and ask for the Poison Control Center
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On a recent visit to the 
block, reporters from this 
paper saw many cars dou-
ble-parked on the block. 
Many of the vehicles await-
ing bodywork were sitting 
in metered spaces.

Yet the auto businesses 
deny that they are the prob-
lem — and that the lack of 

parking on Coney Island 
Avenue affects their busi-
ness as well.

“It’s really a problem,” 
said Mamaduo Diallo, a 
worker at the Auto Repair 
Shop on Coney Island Av-
enue. “Every two minutes 
I have to go outside and tell 
people to move their cars.”

Police did not return 
calls for comment — though 
some merchants say cops 
have begun cracking down 
on the issue.

But others claim cops 
haven’t done enough enforce-
ment — giving them no choice 
but to pack up and leave.

“Every time the street 
was blocked up for three 
or four blocks,” said Tony 
Isana, who moved his shop 
of 17 years to Schenectady 
Avenue because parking on 
Coney Island Avenue had 
gotten so bad. “They were 
blocking my clientele from 
coming in to my facility. It 
was ridiculous.”

week, where they talked up 
the virtues of the plaza and 
even brought coloring-book 
style maps of the intersec-
tion for residents to draw 
on with markers to make 
suggestions.

Some suggestions were 
practical — like the addi-
tion of greenery, bike racks, 
and better lighting at the 
intersection — while others 
were purely aspirational, 
like the addition of a TKTS 
booth and wireless Internet 
access to the plaza.

Nonetheless, many resi-
dents said the exercise was 
a welcome shift to the way 

community meetings typi-
cally operate.

“A lot of people don’t 
come to Community Board 
meetings because they can’t 
participate — but this activ-
ity is a sign of hope,” said 
Bill Huston, whose sugges-
tions included the TKTS 
booth. “The plaza is going 
to be a big stepping stone for 
the neighborhood.”

Yet other residents were 
unimpressed, claiming that 
what they saw as a childish 
activity failed to win them 
over.

“I still feel the same 
way,” said Mike Pessah, a 
Midwood resident who at-
tended the meeting and ar-
gued that the plaza would 
attract misbehaving teens 

from Murrow HS nearby. 
“Seniors don’t need this 
nonsense. There are other 
parks nearby.”

Representatives from the 
city maintained that other 
neighborhoods with plazas 
had similar concerns about 
crime and traffi c — but the 
complaints dissipated when 
street changes were made.

“We heard similar com-
ments [before we built a 
plaza] in East New York,” 
said a representative lead-
ing the meeting. “But, in 
terms of safety, it’s been the 
opposite effect there.”

Community Board 14 
will discuss the plan at a 
hearing on April 4, before 
voting on it at the monthly 
meeting on April 16.

Continued from Page 6

Plaza

Continued from Page 16

Parking

Notice of Formation of  
Mattison Hollow LLC, Art.  
of Org. filed Sec’y of  
State (SSNY) 1/5/12. Of- 
fice location: Kings  
County. SSNY designated  
as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail copy of pro- 
cess to 53 Tompkins Pl.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11231.  
Purpose: any lawful ac- 
tivities.

Notice of formation of  
NEW HOPE PROPERTIES  
LIMITED LIABILITY COM- 
PANY Arts. of Org. filed  
with the Sect’y of State of  
NY (SSNY) on 6/4/2010.  
Office location, County of  
Kings.  SSNY has been  
designated as agent of  
the LLC upon whom pro- 
cess against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to: The LLC, 965  
East 57th Street, Brook- 
lyn NY 11234-2533.  
Purpose: any lawful act

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of RMRL LLC. Art. of Org.  
filed w/Secy. of State of  
NY (SSNY) on 1/26/12.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY designated  
as agent for service of  
process. SSNY shall mail  
process to 2022 E. 15  
St. 2 Fl., Bklyn, NY  
11229. Purpose: Any  
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: Ware of  
the Dog LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on 01/17,  
2012. Office location:  
Kings County. SSNY des- 
ignated as agent of LLC  
upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: Jackie Ro- 
senthal. 365 bridge  
Street, Apt. 5D Brooklyn,  
NY 11201. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Qualification  
of Wingtastic 1735 Pitkin  
Avenue, LLC.  Authority 

SAYCELLI, LLC a do- 
mestic LLC, Arts. of Org.  
filed with the SSNY on  
12/13/11. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County.  SSNY  
is designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served.  SSNY shall mail  
process to: The LLC, 364  
Maspeth Ave., Brooklyn,  
NY 11211. General Pur- 
poses. 

Stillwell Realty Group,  
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed  
with Secy. of State of NY  
(SSNY) on 2/27/12. Of- 
fice in Kings County.  
SSNY designated agent  
of LLC upon whom pro- 
cess against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to 26 Delevan  
St, Brooklyn, NY 11231.  
Purpose: General.

LEGAL NOTICE

filed with Secy. of State  
of NY (SSNY) on 11/8/11.  
Office location: Kings  
County.  LLC formed in  
Delaware (DE) on  
10/19/11.  SSNY desig- 
nated as agent of LLC  
upon whom process  
against it may be served.   
SSNY shall mail process  
to: Wingtastic Interna- 
tional Holdings, Inc., c/o  
Land Rock Equity Part- 
ners, 100 Park Ave.,  
16th Fl., NY, NY 10017.  
Principal office address:  
1735 Pitkin Ave., Brook- 
lyn, NY 11212. Address  
to be maintained in DE:  
160 Greentree Dr., Ste.  
101, Dover, DE 19904.  
Arts of Org. filed with the  
DE Secretary of State,  
401 Federal St., Ste. 4,  
Dover, DE 19901.  Pur- 
pose: any lawful ac- 
tivities.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, 
or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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Come see all that we’ve to offer!
If you’re considering a career change, seeking professional advancement or simply looking

to enrich your life, Kingsborough’s Continuing Education has the course to fit your need.

Kingsborough Community College/CUNY
Office of Continuing Education
2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY 11235
www.kingsborough.edu

CONTINUING EDUCATIONKINGSBOROUGH
C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E

office of

ESL

GED

CAREER ADVANCEMENT

ADULT FITNESS
ACCOUNTING

MONEY MANAGEMENT

ARTS & CRAFTS
COMPUTERS
HEALTHCARE CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

COLLEGE FOR KIDS

LOCKSMITH CERTIFICATE

®



Eldercare
TODAY

Avoiding
Fraud

Fixing Finances
Nursing Home Myths
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eldercare today

Difficult financial 
times have forced 
many people young 

and old to alter their life-
styles in order to stay afloat 
financially. Though un-
employment has garnered 
most of the headlines as the 
economy has struggled the 
last several years, it’s not just 
men and women of working 
age who have felt the pinch.

In a 2010 study from the 
University of Michigan Law 
School, researchers found 
that people age 65 and older 
are the fastest-growing seg-
ment of the U.S. population 
seeking bankruptcy pro-
tection. While there’s no 
single culprit for the rise in 
bankruptcy filings among 
seniors, the state of Florida 
could offer valuable insight 
as to why the nation’s older 
citizens are increasingly fil-
ing for bankruptcy.

Many retirees call Flor-
ida home, and in the past 
such retirees could tap into 
their home equity whenever 
they began to struggle finan-
cially. However, like most of 
the country, Florida’s hous-
ing market is depressed, 
making it less viable for se-
niors to tap into their home 
equity to solve their finan-
cial problems. In fact, accord-
ing to a study by the Admin-
istrative Office of the U.S. 
Courts, bankruptcy filings 
increased by 118 percent in 
states where the home price 
index decreased.

For many seniors fearful 
of financial struggles, living 
on a fixed income can be a 
helpful way of ensuring their 
future does not involve filing 
for bankruptcy. 

Though living on a fixed 
income is a definite challenge 
and certainly offers no guar-
antee that bankruptcy can 
be avoided, it does provide a 
framework seniors can rely 
on to keep their heads above 
water during difficult eco-
nomic times.

• Make  an  honest  as-
sessment. Living on a fixed 
income involves being honest 
with yourself and admitting 
what your resources truly 
are. Write down any sources 
of income, including Social 

Security payments, pension 
payouts, investments, etc. 
Then write down how much 
money you have in savings 
or print out a statement of all 
savings accounts.

Once you have an accu-
rate figure of both income 
and savings, write down all 
your monthly expenses, in-
cluding all expenses, no mat-
ter how minute they may 
seem. 

From here you can deter-
mine just how much you can 
spend each month.

• Prioritize  spending 
habits. Some expenses, in-
cluding medications and 
monthly utility bills, will 
always remain a top prior-
ity. However, seniors who 
must begin living on a fixed 
income need to prioritize 
how they spend their discre-
tionary funds. For instance, 
a membership at the local 
country club can cost several 
thousands of dollars per year, 
whereas the local public golf 
course only charges players 
each time they play. While 
the country club might have 
a better course, it could be 
more prudent to choose the 
public course and save the 
cost of a private membership 
instead.

• Find it for free. Seniors 
pay for many services each 
month that they could very 
well find for free. For ex-

ample, in addition to books, 
many local libraries now al-
low members to check out 
CDs and DVDs at no cost. 
The same also goes for mag-
azines. Instead of paying a 
monthly subscription cost, 
visit the local library and 
read the magazines there 
for free. If the local library 
does not have your favorite 
periodical, the content could 
very well be available for 
free online.

• Expect the unexpected. 
One of the worst things that 
can happen to a person on 
a fixed income is to encoun-
ter an unexpected cost. This 
can include an unforeseen 
hospital visit, a costly auto 
repair, or even inflation that 
wasn’t factored into your 
initial fixed income budget. 
Seniors on fixed incomes 
should expect such emergen-
cies and save accordingly 
each month. Saving money 
should never go out of style, 
and those on fixed incomes 
should still attempt to save 
money each month. Coming 
in under budget and making 
the most of it can make the 
difference between capably 
handling an emergency or 
being forced to consider un-
attractive alternatives such 
as filing for bankruptcy.

For more information on 
living on a fixed income, visit 
the AARP at www.aarp.org. 

Make sure you don’t 
end up going bankrupt

Participate in a Clinical 
Trial for Parkinson’s 

Disease

Beth Israel Medical Center is currently conducting a 
research study of an investigational medication to treat 
patients with Parkinson’s disease and low blood pressure 
upon standing or after standing also known as Orthostatic 
Hypotension.  Symptoms may include DIZZINESS, LIGHT 
HEADEDNESS, FEELING FAINT, or FAINTING upon 
standing or after standing.  

Participants should be 18 years or older, diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s disease, and suffer from symptoms resulting 
from low blood pressure upon standing or after standing.  
Do these symptoms severely limit you or a loved-one’s 
daily activities?  Be a part of our efforts to investigate 
a medication that may help people with Orthostatic 
Hypotension get back on their feet.
 
Those who qualify for this clinical research study may 
receive:
-Study-related materials and procedures at no cost
-Compensation for participation and travel.

For More Information about this study, 
call Beth Israel Medical Center  at 212-844-6571.
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eldercare today

Seniors are too often vic-
timized by telemarketing 
fraud. Studies from the 

American Association of Retired 
Persons have shown that many 
elderly fraud victims simply 
don’t suspect the person solicit-
ing money on the phone could be 
a criminal.

The FBI reports that there are 
as many as 14,000 illegal telemar-
keting operations going on at any 
given time. These illegal opera-
tions generate as much as $40 bil-
lion a year. Relatives of seniors 
are understandably concerned, 
particularly if those seniors live 
alone and no one is around to 
monitor how many calls they’re 
receiving from telemarketers. 
Concerned relatives can share 
the following information with 
seniors to reduce their loved 
ones’ risks of being victimized by 
telemarketing fraud.

• Legitimate  marketers  are 
not in a rush to sell products or 
secure donations. A legitimate 
marketer or charity will not try 
to pressure prospective buyers 
into making a purchase over the 
phone or prospective donors into 

making immediate contribu-
tions. Explain to seniors that a 
legitimate marketer will accept 
a person’s desire for written in-
formation about the products or 
charity and will gladly send such 

information to a prospective 
buyer or donor’s home.

• Payments  are  typically  not 
picked up by a courier service. 
Telemarketing fraudsters often 
employ couriers to pick up pay-

ments. This is not the action of 
a reputable charity or business, 
and seniors should never agree 
to buy a product or donate money 
to any telemarketer who offers to 
send a courier to their home to 
pick up payment.

• Sweepstakes  cannot  legally 
require payment to win a prize. It 
is not legal for contests or sweep-
stakes to require “winners” to 
pay a fee before they can enter a 
contest or claim a prize. Seniors 
should be made aware that this 
is the law and that any contest or 
sweepstakes demanding payment 
is bogus.

• Be  especially  wary  of  com-
panies offering to recover money 
paid to fraudulent telemarketers 
in the past. Companies offering to 
recover past money lost to fraud 
are often fraudulent themselves. 
These companies will offer their 
fraudulent services for a fee.

• Money  lost  to  a  fraudulent 
telemarketer is likely lost for-
ever. Men and women concerned 
about elderly friends or relatives 
being victimized by telemarket-
ing fraud should explain to their 
loved ones that money lost in a 

telemarketing scam is not likely 
to be recovered. This should help 
highlight the importance of re-
ceiving official documentation 
from any telemarketers before 
buying a product or making a do-
nation. If seniors are aware their 
money isn’t likely to be recovered 
should it be going to a criminal, 
they are much less likely to make 
hasty decisions over the phone.

To learn more about fraud, 
visit the National Consumer 
League’s Fraud Center at www.
fraud.org.

It is not legal 
for contests or 
sweepstakes to 

require “winners” 
to pay a fee before 

they can enter a 
contest or claim a 

prize.

Cudley’s Home Care serviCes, inC.
Would like to ease your transition back into the comfort of your home, or 
provide assistance to you in remaining independent as possible at home. 

Cudley’s provides home care services tailored to meet your needs. 
We are also licensed, bonded and insured for your protection.
To help ensure quality services each Personal Care Aide or 

Home Health Aide is fully trained and certified. 
Conducting criminal background checks is a standard practice at 

Cudley’s agency for all home care workers.
Serving all five boroughs.

We have a diverse population of aides, including Spanish speaking aides.

Phone: 718-401-2231  www.cudleys.com
CUDLEY’S TRAINING PROGRAM 

Plenty of Jobs Available for PCAs, HHAs CNA CLASSES DAY, EVENINGS & WEEKENDS
EKG and phlebotomy classes once a month •  English HHA classes on Saturday • Evening classes available
Se habla español    Bronx Location   391 E. 149th St. @3rd Ave.  Suite 521   718-401-9298

The Mission Statement Cudley’s Home Care ascribes to excellence, dedication and compassion to all families who seek our services. 
The goal of the team at Cudley’s is to render quality services to students, clients, and the Homecare Community 

 

Are You....
• Being discharged from the hospital or  
   from a long-term care facility?
• Living alone and ailing?
• Caring for an elderly relative?
• Finding it difficult to care for your home
   or need help with personal care?

Celebrating over 25 years 
of servicing the community!

Evening & Weekend Hours Available

PT owned
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Workers Comp • No Fault • Medicare

3131 Kings Highway, Suite A5 • Brooklyn, NY 11234

Tel: 718-258-6699

• Orthopedic
• Sports Injuries
• Neurological
• Arthritis
• Pain Management

Dedicated To Your Recovery!

Home Care
Therapy
Available

Keep seniors from becoming fraud victims
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They’re the signs and symptoms of 
getting older no one likes to admit 
or talk about: the indignities that 

are often a normal part of aging, such as 
problems with balance or sleeping, mem-
ory lapses, frequent urination, or incon-
tinence. They may not be as debilitating 
as a chronic illness, but they can take a 
profound toll on those afflicted, as well as 
their caregivers and family members.

The symptoms of aging might not be 
curable, but with certain strategies you 
can lessen their impact on your life, says 
Registered Nurse Xiomara Almanzar, a 
nurse care manager with VNSNY CHOICE 
Health Plans. VNSNY CHOICE, a special 
plan from the not-for-profit Visiting Nurse 
Service of New York, was created espe-
cially for New York seniors who are eligi-
ble for Medicaid or Medicare and want to 
live independently in their own homes as 
they face the challenges of getting older in-
stead of moving to a nursing home.  

 “The first step is to rule out a medi-
cal issue,” says Almanzar. “Some of these 
problems may be symptoms of diseases.” 

For example, if you find yourself in need of 
a bathroom more often than before, sched-
ule an appointment with your physician to 
rule out diabetes or a prostate condition. 
While you’re with your physician, ask 
about coping strategies.  

As you handle these conditions, remem-
ber also to address the emotional issues. 
You may feel shame or embarrassment, 
fear, or even anger.  Let your caregivers or 
family members know when you’re strug-
gling. If you’re patient with yourself and 
with each other, you’re less likely to snap.

Here are some of the more common in-
conveniences of aging and solutions for 
managing them:

MeMory probleMs
Some cognitive decline is normal, but 

if you’re often overwhelmed trying to fol-
low instructions or when faced with mak-
ing decisions, or if you forget important 
events or get disoriented in familiar sur-
roundings, see your physician. 

Some forms of cognitive impairment 
are linked to high blood pressure or sleep 
disorders. 

blurry vision
Trouble focusing may simply mean 

that you need new glasses — or it may be 
a symptom of any number of disorders 
and diseases. See an opthalmalogist to 
rule out a serious problem, and be sure to 
mention any optical changes to your pri-
mary physician to determine if it could 
be a sign of diabetes, a side effect of medi-
cation, or pituitary adenoma, a tumor of 
the pituitary gland that occurs in one of 
six persons.  

balance issues
Have you added or changed medications 

recently? Some drugs can affect balance. 
You may also need to rethink your foot-

wear, especially if you wear shoes with a 
heel or open backs. 

sleep probleMs
Before you ask for a prescription to help 

with sleeping, be sure you’re practicing 
good sleep habits, and remember that as 
we age, we need less sleep. If you’re hav-
ing trouble falling asleep, relax your facial 
muscles, particularly the jaw and eye ar-
eas. 

“If you feel like you’re focusing your 
eyes on something, even though they’re 
closed, you’re using facial muscles,” says 
Almanzar.

achy or stiff joints (arthritis)
The pain might make you want to sit 

as still as possible, but exercise can help 
to keep joints flexible. Stretching and 
range-of-motion exercises can also build 
strength.  

“If you have arthritis in your hands, 
try making a fist and then stretching out 
your fingers,” recommends Almanzar. 

“If your feet ache, pointing and flexing 
toes and rotating ankles can provide re-
lief.” Analgesics can help with pain, as can 
heating pads or ice packs.

Difficulty hearing or 
ringing in the ears

Tinnitus affects one in five people, and 
it’s usually a sign of an ear injury, a cir-
culatory disorder, or age-related hearing 
loss, so see your doctor to rule out another 
issue. 

To reduce the effects, avoid irritants 
like loud noises, as well as nicotine and al-
cohol, which affect circulation.  Soft noises 
— like a fan, gentle music, or a white-noise 
machine — can help mask the ringing.

frequent urination
Consider “scheduling” restroom 

breaks so you don’t wait too long. Limit 
beverages and diuretics when you know 
a restroom might be inconvenient. Kegel 
exercises strengthen the muscles in the 
pelvic floor and can help to increase blad-
der control. 

incontinence
Bowel incontinence can sometimes be 

managed with diet. 
Keep track of everything you eat for 

a week or so to identify possible trigger 
foods, and eat frequent, smaller meals.  

“Be sure you’re getting enough fiber 
and water,” advises Almanzar. 

“Avoiding constipation is important. 
Use the bathroom before you leave home, 
and carry a change of clothing and a small 
package of wipes in case of accidents.”

For more information about VNSNY 
CHOICE Health Plans from the Visiting 
Nurse Service of New York, please call 
(855) AT-CHOICE, (855) 282-4642, or visit 
www.VNSNYCHOICE.org. 

For a library of caregiver resources, in-
cluding helpful videos, please visit www.
VNSNY.org/caregiver.

Conquering the signs 
and symptoms of aging
Solve eight problems that come with getting older

advertisement

The symptoms of aging 
might not be curable, but 

with certain strategies 
you can lessen their 
impact on your life,
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©VNSNY CHOICE 2011

NURSING HOME OR YOUR HOME?
NOW THERE’S A CHOICE.

Even if you need help with daily activities like 

bathing and preparing meals . . . even if you need 

the level of care provided in a nursing home . . . 

VNSNY CHOICE has a health plan to keep you safe 

and independent in your own home. We know 

how much that means to you; after all, we’re 

part of the Visiting Nurse Service of New York.

   CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE:
  “THIS IS WHERE YOU BELONG”
 1-855-AT-CHOICE (1-855-282-4642)
 TDD/TTY: 1-888-844-5530 
9 am to 5 pm, Monday – Friday 
Or visit www.vnsnychoice.org

For New Yorkers with Medicare and Medicaid

THIS IS WHERE YOU BELONG:In the home you love.In the neighborhood you know.In the health plans created to keep you there.
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eldercare today

It’s common for people to peri-
odically reassess their lifestyle 
as they age. With a goal toward 

healthy aging, most people can rec-
ognize the role their lifestyle plays in 
their overall health.

An often overlooked part of healthy 
aging is how some, if any, physical 
changes have affected how a person 
drives. Any adult who has had to dis-
cuss driving with an elderly relative 
knows how difficult such a discussion 
can be, as cars have long represented 
a certain level of independence no 
adult wants to give up. But even those 
who have yet to reach retirement age 
should assess their driving to deter-
mine if aging has begun to affect it. 
Such an assessment can help seniors 
determine if it’s time to take steps to 
make themselves safer drivers.

Assess eyesight
A driver’s eyesight is integral to 

his safety on the road. Fortunately, 
eyesight can be corrected with pre-
scription glasses or even surgery. Se-
niors who have trouble reading street 
signs or seeing street markings might 
need an eye examination. Also, if dusk 
or nighttime driving has grown more 
difficult it might be time for an eye 
exam. Difficulty seeing while behind 

the wheel puts drivers and their pas-
sengers at significant risk, but such a 
problem might be solved by a new eye-
glass prescription.

Poor visibility might have nothing 
to do with a driver’s vision. It could be 
a byproduct of certain external fac-
tors. Drivers having trouble seeing 
might consider adjusting their seat. 
According to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, driv-
ers should be able to see at least 10 feet 
in front of their own vehicle. A seat 
that is too low can decrease visibility. 
In addition, when taking a vehicle in 
for routine repairs, ask the mechanic 
to inspect the headlights to make 
sure they are working and aimed cor-
rectly.

Assess the vehicle
As people age, they may find it is 

more difficult to control a motor ve-
hicle. Strength, coordination, and 
flexibility diminish as a person ages, 
and this can affect a person’s ability to 
drive. But such physiological changes 
don’t necessarily mean a person has 
to give up driving. It might just mean 
it’s time to find a car that’s easier to 
drive. For example, many drivers pre-
fer vehicles with manual transmis-
sions, feeling such cars are more fun 

to drive. However, as a person ages, 
the ease of driving a vehicle with an 
automatic transmission, power steer-
ing, and power brakes can make it 
much safer for that driver to be on the 
road. Older drivers often find smaller 
vehicles are easier to control, and 
such drivers should consider smaller 
cars if they’re having trouble control-
ling their current vehicle.

Assess personAl feelings  
towArd driving

How a driver feels about driving 
can also play a role in that driver’s 
safety. Drivers who feel nervous or 
overwhelmed when driving don’t 
necessarily need to abandon their ve-
hicles and embrace public transpor-
tation. Such feelings might be caused 
by a driver’s medication. Medication 
can make people sleepy or cause diz-
ziness. Either of those side effects can 
lead to confused drivers who are eas-
ily overwhelmed when entering traf-
fic. Discuss any symptoms with a phy-
sician, who might know alternative 
treatment options that enable drivers 
to safely stay on the road.

For more information, visit the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration at www.nhtsa.gov. 

Ensuring your driving 
skills don’t deteriorate

explaining 
elder abuse

Women and 
heart disease

Each year, thousands of senior citizens are ex-
ploited, abused, or neglected. This behavior is 
classified as elder abuse and can occur by way 

of strangers or even family members. In many cases, 
trusted friends and members of the family are the 
perpetrators of the abuse. Elder abuse is something 
widely recognized by courts, and there is legislature 
passed in all 50 states to protect against elder abuse.

In terms of what constitutes elder abuse, here are 
offenses that are broadly defined as abuse and may be 
punishable.

• Sexual abuse: Nonconsensual sexual contact.
• Physical  abuse: Pain or injury caused to a se-

nior, including injury from restraining by physical or 
chemical means.

• Exploitation: Illegal use or concealment of funds, 
property, or assets of a senior used for someone else’s 
benefit.

• Neglect: The failure to provide necessary re-
sources, such as food, shelter, health care, etc. for an 
elder.

• Abandonment: Failure to perform assumed re-
sponsibilities by a person who promised care or cus-
tody of a vulnerable elder.

• Emotional abuse: Causing mental pain, anguish 
or distress to a senior through various acts.

• Self-neglect: The failure to perform self-care 
tasks that can threaten one’s own health or safety. 

By Dr. ruBin Silverman,  
St. BarnaBuS HoSpital

Did you know that un-
til about 10 years ago, 
virtually all studies on 

heart disease excluded women? 
Fortunately, much has changed 
since then. It’s important to 
learn how the disease specifi-
cally affects women.

• Women who have heart at-
tacks often have them later in life, once they reach 
menopause.

• Many  women  don’t  report  the  classic  heart  at-
tack symptoms of chest pain, radiating pain, or 
shortness of breath; instead they may have vague flu-
like symptoms, fatigue, or no symptoms at all.

• Although women have the same risk factors as 
men (hypertension, smoking, obesity, high choles-
terol, family history), women with diabetes are at an 
elevated risk for developing heart disease.

• Women  who  have  had  bypass  surgery  or  have 
been treated medically have a higher incidence of re-
current heart failure and mortality.

Patients, both men and women, should stop smok-
ing, start exercising, watch their diet, and keep their 
diabetes under control in order to prevent the devel-
opment of heart disease. 
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For the best value in senior
independent living, take a 
closer look at Flushing House!

Not-for-Profit

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne Street
Flushing, New York 11354

Seniors enjoy freedom, friendship
and support in a lively, congenial
atmosphere at Flushing House, the
dedicated, not-for-profit senior 
community in the heart of Queens. 
It's everything you could ask for in a
quality, affordable senior residence.
Private apartments with kitchenettes
and services from $2250/month.

• 24-hour security
• Continental breakfast, lunch, dinner
• Weekly housekeeping/linen services
• Onsite home health agency & clinic
• Ongoing recreation/activity programs
• Computer learning & fitness centers
• Frequent trips in our own van

Flushing House
celebrate living every day™

For the best value in senior living,
call us today!
www.flushinghouse.com

718-762-3198

Ready to enjoy, a richer, safer,
independent lifestyle?

Seniors enjoy freedom, friendship
and support in a lively, congenial
atmosphere at Flushing House, the
dedicated, not-for-profit senior
community in the heart of Queens.
It's everything you could ask for in a
quality, affordable senior residence.
Private apartments with kitchenettes
and services from $2295/month.

• 24-hour security

• Continental breakfast, lunch, dinner

• Weekly housekeeping/linen services

• Onsite home health agency & clinic

• Ongoing recreation/activity programs

• Computer learning & fitness centers

• Frequent trips in our own van

• Call 800-345-4571 to learn about
United Lifeline -- our personal
emergency response service gives

seniors independence and safety
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$2350/month

• Luxurious Waterfront Suites
• Affordable Pricing
• Five Star Amenities
• Fine Dining
• Personal Care Services –

Waterford Wellness Program
• On-site Physical, Occupational 

& Speech Therapy

Spring Ahoy!

Spirited Senior Living 
in the company of friends on
Brooklyn's premier waterfront.

Five Star Luxury • First Class Care • Affordably Yours
2900 Bragg Street, Brooklyn, New York 11235 (off Emmons Avenue) 

718-891-8400 •  Fax 718-568-3383 •  admissions@thewaterfordonthebay.com
www.TheWaterfordOnTheBay.com

Call for Your 
Private Tour!
1-866-769-1006

From concierge 
assistance to lavish fine
dining to deluxe rooms

with breathtaking 
views of the bay . . .
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Only 4 beds left
in our Serenity Unit 
for the Memory Impaired

Newly Renovated Suites
Now Available

ACT NOW!

&

eldercare today

By Sharon naylor

Being unable to read 
small print or find a 
button on the remote 

can be a real headache, and 
vision problems can lead to 
headaches. But a number of 
simple remedies can help 
you avoid the hassle of eye-
sight issues.

For the average senior, 
reduced vision is just a part 
of aging, and poses a minor 
annoyance when a newspa-
per or book needs to be held 
farther and farther from 
the face in order to read. 
That can lead to eye, arm, 
and neck strain during a 
long reading session. And if 
you’re among the millions 
of seniors reading books 
on e-readers, you may be 
experiencing the kind of 
eye strain that strikes com-

puter users of all ages.
Luckily, there are a num-

ber of smart products on the 
market that are designed to 
help you see better.

• Get glasses or lenses. 
First, see your optometrist 
to make sure your eyeglass 
and contact lens prescrip-
tions are perfect for your vi-
sion as it is right now. If it’s 
been a while since your last 
checkup, you might need 
a different prescription to 
clarify your vision.

• Get rid of glare. If you 
spend a lot of time in front 
of a computer, or if you use 
an e-reader even a moder-
ate amount of the time, affix 
an inexpensive anti-glare 
screen or film onto each of 
your electronic gadgets. 
These state-of-the-art anti-
glare layers reduce eye-

strain almost immediately.
• Wear  computer 

glasses. These move with 
you as you switch from 
computer to e-reader to cell-
phone, helping you see bet-
ter throughout your busy 
day.

• Get  a  large-button 
phone. Your at-home phone 
can make dialing easier 
when you swap your small-
button phone for an en-
larged-button phone.

• Improve  your  light-
ing.  Allow more natural 
light into your environ-
ment. Open curtains or pull 
the cord to raise blinds. 
Place a brighter light next 
to your chair for evening 
reading. And if you’re used 
to watching TV in the dark, 
leave a light on to lessen the 
burden on your eyes.

the eyes have it
Tips for taking care of your vision 
and seeing better as you get older
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eldercare today

At some point in a 
person’s life, he will 
spend time in a hos-

pital and have to transition 
home after recovery. For 
seniors this is a common 
occurrence. A little plan-
ning can make the process 
easier.

• Plan early. Learn when 
the discharge date will be 
and find out what will be 
needed at home. Talk with 
hospital staff about what 
equipment can make recov-
ery at home easier. 

• Rearrange  the  home. 
Certain things at home may 
need to be changed. Those 
with crutches or in a wheel-
chair may need extra space 
made in the home to travel 
safely. If the patient nor-
mally sleeps upstairs, a bed 
may need to be set up down-
stairs instead. 

• Make a list. Keep a list 
of important phone num-
bers, including the doctor 
and pharmacy, so it is easy 
to contact the person in 
case of an emergency.

• Expect  extra  costs. 
Some procedures may be 
covered by health insur-
ance, others may not. Fam-
ily members may have to 
rally together to offset costs 
for medical care outside the 
realm of insurance.

• Get  help. Many fam-
ily members want to be the 
sole caregiver for a parent 
or spouse who has left the 
hospital. But the demand of 

around-the-clock care can 
sometimes be overwhelm-
ing. Caregivers should not 
be embarrassed to hire a 
professional. 

• Patient  support. The 
newly discharged patient 
may have mixed feelings 
about being at home and 
fawned over. Therefore, 
tread lightly to develop a 
strategy that works well for 
everyone. 

Home from hospital

Eaton and Torrenzano
Attorneys at Law - Personal Injury Lawyers

718-332-7766 | 1662 Sheepshead Bay Road | Bklyn, NY 11235
Serving ALL 5 BOROS and New Jersey

Eaton and Torrenzano has been help-
ing the elderly, individuals with 
special needs, and other vulnerable 
adults. We are experienced lawyers 
for this population and take pride in 
making nursing homes, assisted liv-
ing facilities, and other care provid-
ers take responsibility for a prevent-
able injury or death. Whether through 
settlement or trial, our clients have 
had great success in their cases, both 

financially and emotionally, know-
ing they did the right thing by hold-
ing them accountable for the injury or 
death they caused. Eaton and Torren-
zano’s reputation is for helping our 
clients get the maximum compensa-
tion they deserve for the harms and 
losses they have suffered. Together, 
we can stop neglect and abuse from 
happening to someone else. Let us 
help your loved one.

Craig Eaton and Jay Torrenzano have been 
the go-to guys in Sheepshead Bay 

for more than 15 years.

These are the hallmarks of our practice.

Compassion. Experience. Integrity.

For more information or a tour of our facility, please call 718-535-5100
3457 Nostrand Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11229    www.crowncares.com

South Brooklyn’s Place for Rehab
Short-Term Rehabilitation

Physical Therapy
Occupational Therapy

Speech Therapy 

Long-Term Care

Care for those with Cardiac, 
Respiratory and 

Neurological illnesses, 
injuries or disorders

 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Care

 Bariatric Rehabilitation 
Wound Care
IV Therapy

TPN
PEG/G-Tube Feeding

Palliative Care/Comfort Care
Hospice Care

TM

Serving our Community for 41 Years
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LOVE THE PAIR 
YOU HAVE

Our EVLT 
treatments are 

covered by 
MEDICARE and most 
INSURANCE PLANS 

UP TO 
100%

BROOKLYN
2511 Ocean Ave. 

Suite 102
Brooklyn, NY 11229

QUEENS
116-02 Queens Blvd.

Forest Hills, NY 11375

 CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE 
YOUR APPOINTMENT:

718-764-4644
We accept Medicare, Americhoice, Fidelis, 1199, 

Oxford, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Aetna, Cigna, United 
Healthcare, GHI and many other insurance plans.DO YOU HAVE TO LIVE WITH VARICOSE VEINS FOREVER?

NO!   We use an FDA approved, non-surgical EVLT (Endovenous 
Laser,Therapy) procedure. The success rate is as high as 98%.

IS IT QUICK?
YES!   EVLT is done in our offi ce in less than 15 minutes. You can immediately 
resume your normal daily activities.

DO YOU HAVE QUALIFIED PHYSICIANS?
YES!   Our specialized physicians have cured over 10,000 patients 
nationwide from venous insuffi ciency. We have offi ces in New York, Boston, 
Chicago, and Los Angeles.

SYMPTOMS
Leg Pain

Heaviness

Cramps

Itching

Burning

Swelling

Varicose Veins

Skin Discoloration

Restless Leg Syndrome

80 MILLION AMERICANS SUFFER FROM VEIN PROBLEMS

USA
Vein

Clinics
www.USAVeinClinics.com

Hamilton Park Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center has 
announced the anticipated 

completion of its newly constructed re-
habilitation suite.

This state-of-the-art rehabilitation 
gymnasium is due to open in Spring 
2012. The opening will enable Hamilton 
Park the ability to provide unparalleled 
treatment and care. The result of a mil-
lion dollar construction project, this 
unique rehabilitation gym is focused on 
transforming the way short term ther-
apy is provided.

Hamilton Park’s rehabilitation suite 
is built to model a homelike environ-
ment. As you approach the unit, the 
atmosphere is that of a neighborhood. 
The layout is made to simulate walking 
down a city street. Upon entering the 
rehabilitation suite, the design is that 
of a typical home, including bedroom, 
kitchen and bathroom areas. This en-
ables the therapists to provide excep-
tional services unlike that of any other 
short term rehabilitation center. Top of 

the line therapy equipment enhances 
the unique features that will be offered.

Hamilton Park Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center is a 150 bed short term 
sub acute rehabilitation center that also 

caters to a long term care population. 
They offer physical, occupational and 
speech therapy, 7 days a week, to its cli-
ents and are located at 691 92nd Street in 
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn.

New, State-of-the-Art Rehabilitation Gym 
Opens at Hamilton Park in Bay Ridge

advertisement
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By Chelle Cordero

You faced your fears, went to the doc-
tor, followed all the treatments, and 
took all of the pills — and now you’re 

feeling better. But when the bills start to 
trickle in, your insurance company de-
nies coverage. Suddenly, you’re feeling sick 
again.

Suffering an illness can fill you with 
angst — facing the high cost of medical 
treatments, doctor bills, and hospitaliza-
tions can be staggering. It’s reassuring to 
have health insurance; you expect the ba-
sics, after co-pays, to be covered. But what 
if they’re not? What kind of recourse do you 
have when your insurance company says 
no?

In order to maximize insurance ben-
efits, read through your policy and follow 
the plan language; explore discount drug 
options with large retailers, supermarkets, 
or pharmacy chains; and discuss drug re-
placement programs with the physician. 
Become familiar with any pre-authoriza-
tions that may be necessary, and make sure 
you get the appropriate referrals.

Many plans will permit you to notify 
your doctor after seeking emergency care, 
but non-emergency procedures require 
doctor approval first. Do your research 
about in-plan doctors and providers and 
determine whether you have any provi-

sions for out-of-plan services. Be aware of 
required waiting periods for pre-existing 
conditions.

 “A non-covered service or insurance de-
nial can result from a pre-existing benefit 
exclusion or pre-authorization issue such 
as previous medical advice or treatment be-
fore the effective date of the health insur-
ance plan,” according to the Patient Advo-
cate Foundation. If this happens to you, you 
should carefully review the specific reason 

for denial and see whether you have other 
coverage options through personal or alter-
natively sponsored plans (i.e., employer or 
spousal coverage). Speak to the doctor’s of-
fice, hospital advocacy, or case manager to 
find out whether they are willing to inter-
cede in your behalf.

“Sometimes it’s just a matter of repro-
cessing the claim,” says Erin Moaratty, 
chief of external communications for the 
Patient Advocate Foundation.

If you’re denied coverage, read the deter-
mination letter carefully for the exact rea-
son that you’ve been turned down. Some-
times the answer is as simple as a clerical 
error, your doctor’s office listing the wrong 
code, or missing documentation. Billing 
issues, duplicate claims, and absent infor-
mation can trigger a denial. Contact your 
insurance company directly for the proper 
procedure to follow to rectify an error. If 
the desired procedure is to be scheduled for 
the future and you’re looking to pre-certify, 
you may need an affirmation from your 
doctor that proves it’s a necessary treat-
ment and not just an elective or cosmetic 
procedure.

If you need to file a formal appeal, make 
sure that you have all of your information 
and records handy. Be prepared to answer 
what type of service was, or is, needed. 
What was the reason the insurance com-
pany gave for denying coverage? What is 
the anticipated cost? Is the procedure past 
any pre-existing waiting periods? Is pre-au-
thorization required or were pre-authori-
zation procedures followed? According to a 
March 2011 report by the U.S. Government 
Accountability Office, 39 to 59 percent of de-
nied claims were overturned after appeal. 
Your appeal has to be factual, informed, 
firm, and polite.

eldercare today

you don’t take no for an answer
Here’s what to do when your insurance company has denies a claim

By Tawny Maya MCCray
Hearing aids have come a long way from the buzzing 

beige contraptions grandpa used to wear. Today they are 
sleek, sophisticated, and hardly visible.

“Hearing aids are advanced these days,” says Jerry 
Ruzicka, president of Starkey Laboratories, Inc. “The 
belief is that hearing aids make things louder, and they 
really don’t. They’re really miniature computers that 
we’re putting in people’s ears.”

Ruzicka says today’s advancements revolve around 
bringing wireless capabilities to hearing aids.

“We actually are putting a tiny radio in our hearing 
aids these days,” he says. “And with that radio we can 
transmit from other accessories, like a TV signal, your 
iPod, or your cellphone. It allows people to hear the sig-
nal without the interference of other noise.”

Starkey makes more than a million hearing aids 
each year. Its most popular is the Wi series — a direct-
to-device hearing aid, worn behind the ear, that allows 
customers to listen to TV and music by streaming stereo 
sound directly to the hearing aid, like headphones.

The company also offers invisible hearing aids, which 
Ruzicka describes as a contact lens for the ear.

“Many people like the fact that they can hide their 
hearing aid,” he says. “It’s no different than people who 
don’t want to wear glasses. We get an ear impression, 
and from that we will custom fabricate something that 
fits the ear exactly.”

The new technology is helping to motivate people 
who are reluctant to wear hearing aids. Oticon, Inc., an-
other maker of hearing aids, says that only 20 percent of 
people who could benefit from hearing instruments seek 
help. Industry studies show that one in 10 people who 
purchase hearing aids never wear them.

“Hearing devices, no matter how advanced their 
technology, provide no benefit ‘in the drawer,’ ” Peer 
Lauritsen, president of Oticon, said in a recent press re-
lease.

Lauritsen says the company’s Intiga hearing aid, 
which connects wirelessly to cellphones and can stream 
audio from TVs and land line phones, is helping to “mo-
tivate rapid acceptance and long-term use.”

Ruzicka says people who need hearing aids but are re-
luctant to get them don’t realize how much it can change 
their life.

“They really don’t realize what they’re missing,” he 

s a y s . 
“ W h e n 
they get 
them for 
the first 
time, you see 
the big smile 
on their face, 
and they tell you 
about the birds they 
can hear for the first 
time in years or they 
say, ‘I didn’t know bacon 
sounded like that when it 
was frying,’ or, ‘I can hear my 
grandkids.’ ”

Ruzicka says hearing aids also 
help people who are socially reserved 
and disconnected from their friends and 
family reconnect.

“It’s an important ingredient to enjoying 
life,” he says. “The technology has changed so 

Latest technology opens doors 
for the hearing impaired

Continued on Page 41

Continued on Page 41
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UGLY BATHTUB?DO YOU 
HAVE AN

in just 1 day!
We can transform  your bathroom 

to A “LIKE NEW” Condition
Complete bathroom remodeling
• Expert Refinishing of bathtubs, 

wall tile, sinks & floors
• Refinished like new & ready to 

use in just 24 hours
• Chips, scratches, cracks... No problem!

THE AFFORDABLE SOLUTION 
FOR INDEPENCE IN THE BATH

Step-through access for • 
existing tubs 
Installs in 1/2 day • 
Reversible• 
Integral part of tub, not a cap • 
Works with all types of tubs• 
Factory appearance • 
Eco-friendly, reduces waste• 

855-857-8950

Reglazing Plus, Inc., is helping 
its aging and handicapped pa-
trons maintain their indepen-

dence, bath with dignity, and do so 
without spending a fortune and un-
dergoing construction in their homes. 

The Borough Park business knows 
that people don’t have thousands 
of dollars laying around to install 
a pricey walk-in tub (with installa-
tion, tile work and extras, these cost 
around $15,000) for their ageing par-
ents who have difficulty getting in 
and out of the tub. 

Instead, it offers a solution that is 
cost effective, done in one day, usable 
within hours, completely reversible, 
looks factory made, and most of all, 
works. The Tubcut, a new, cost-saving 
product, is a quick and easy way to 
turn any bathtub into a walk-in tub. 
It is custom-fitted to any tub, creating 
a seamless, factory apperance, unlike 
the one-piece insert. The threshold 
is about four inches above the floor, 
giving seniors easier, safer access to 
their tubs.

With savings of up to 90 percent 
off the cost of bathroom remodeling, 
Reglazing Plus has made it possible 

for customers to quickly and easily 
update their tubs, wall tiles, sinks, 
bathroom floors, and even kitchen 
cabinets and countertops while leav-
ing them with a satisfied feeling, beau-
tiful new look, and most of the time, 
thousands of dollars left right where 
they need it most, in their pockets. 

Reglazing Plus began 15 years ago 
when Joe DeVito and Paula Parents, 
two friends born and raised in Brook-
lyn, decided to go into the business of 
total bathroom refinishing. They had 
no idea that the service they were pro-
viding would become one of the most 
cost-effective tools used to provide 
future struggling home owners, rent-
ers, commercial property owners and 
hotels alike. 

Reglazing Plus, Inc. [1160 63rd St. 
between 11th and 12 avenues in Bor-
ough Park, (866) 399-8827 or (718) 238-
8460] For more, visit www.reglazing-
plus.com or e-mail reglazingplus@
aol.com.

An Inexpensive, Easier 
Way for Seniors to Bathe

advertisement

The Tubcut, a new, 
cost-saving product, is 
a quick and easy way 
to turn any bathtub 
into a walk-in tub. 
It is custom-fitted 

to any tub, creating 
a seamless, factory 

apperance, unlike the 
one-piece insert. 
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Medicare offers 100% coverage for 
a variety of preventive health services:

Annual Wellness Visit

Alcohol Misuse Counseling

Smoking Cessation Counseling 

Behavioral Therapy for Cardiovascular Disease

Depression Screening

Obesity Screening and Counseling

Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI)
Screening and Counseling

and more 

Free, impartial, expert guidance for your Medicare questions:
NYC Health Insurance Counseling and Assistance Program [HIICAP]

For more information on HIICAP services,
call 311 and ask for HIICAP 

or visit us on the web at www.nyc.gov/aging. 
Informacion disponsible en espanol – llame al 311

Talk to your doctor
about preventive services 

covered by Medicare.

Department for 
the Aging

By Joanna Leefer 

Nursing home. The very words strike 
fear in the minds of the elderly and 
their families. We hear the words 

and imagine residents languishing in beds 
or wheelchairs, forgotten and alone.

The good news is, that picture is false! 
In the past, many nursing homes were sub-
standard. Today, however, nursing homes 
are government-regulated and, as a result, 
much better and safer. There may still be a 
few bad nursing homes out there, but they’re 
the exceptions, not the rule. 

Below are some commonly held beliefs 
about nursing homes. Test your knowledge 
by checking which statements are true or 
false:

True or false? The average nursing 
home is dingy and poorly maintained. 

False. In 1987, the Federal Government 
passed the Nursing Home Reform Act, which 
set strict operating guidelines for nursing 
homes across the United States. Every 12 to 
15 months, a state-appointed inspection team 
visits and evaluates each nursing home, us-
ing a checklist of more than 150 regulatory 

issues. The list covers everything from food 
preparation standards and general cleanli-
ness, to signs of physical and mental abuse. 
If the team identifies a violation, it issues a 
deficiency citation that records its severity, 
and requests a report from the facility de-
scribing how the problem will be solved.  

True or false? Nursing homes are only 
for people who are terminally ill. 

False. Although nursing homes do offer 
long-term care for the chronically ill, they 
also offer short-term care for people who 
are convalescing after a hospital stay. These 
rehabilitation, or rehab patients, receive 
physical, occupational, and speech therapy 
as needed, along with other kinds of restor-
ative care. Rehab patients usually stay in a 
nursing home for 100 days or less, and then 
return to the community.

True or false? Nursing homes mainly 
serve the financially destitute.

False. Nursing homes can be very ex-
pensive, with costs ranging from $10,000 to 
$12,000 per month in New York. However, 
most residents are eligible for Medicaid and 
therefore do not have to pay out of their own 

pockets. To qualify for Medicaid, a person 
must meet maximum asset and income cri-
teria. People with higher incomes or asset 
levels must plan ahead to shelter their as-
sets. It is important to consult a good elder-
care attorney to find out how to proceed. 

True or false? Most nursing home resi-
dents are wheelchair- or bed-bound. 

False. Some nursing home residents re-
quire intensive care, but others may only 
need some supervision and assistance per-
forming specific daily tasks like dressing, 

walking, or eating. Nursing homes can of-
fer many people a much higher quality of 
life than they would have at home. Residents 
receive three nutritious meals a day, round-
the-clock oversight, and housekeeping and 
access to an active social life, if they want it. 

Joanna Leefer is an eldercare expert. 
Concerned about an aging parent or loved 
one? For a free report, “Four helpful tips for 
researching home care,” visit www.joanna-
leefer.com. Leefer’s book, “Empowered Care-
giving,” will be available Spring, 2013. 

Myths and facts about nursing 
homes everyone should know

True or false?
eldercare Today
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much that if anyone has had 
a bad experience, there’s a 
great opportunity to try the 
technology and see what it 
can do for them.”

It’s important that con-
sumers work with a quali-

fied audiologist when con-
sidering getting a hearing 
aid, Ruzicka says. The fit-
ting process and patient 
counseling are important 
ingredients, and consum-
ers need to work with pro-
fessionals who understand 
how to program them.

“Hearing aids are in-
telligent devices that can 
characterize noise,” Ru-
zicka says. “We live in a 
noisy world, and by using 
this technology, we find 
better ways of controlling 
the noise and letting people 
hear what they want to.”

The first step is to appeal 
to your insurance company, 
so find out the proper con-
tact address for the appeals 
department. Don’t delay fil-
ing your appeal, as the in-
surance company will take 
into account the length of 
time it takes for you to re-
spond. Always make your 
appeal in writing and mail 
it with a return receipt so 

that you have proof it was 
submitted.

Include letters from your 
attending physician, medi-
cal records, any written 
care instructions you might 
have received from a hospi-
tal, and evidence that sup-
ports taking medications or 
specific treatments. If you 
don’t hear from the com-
pany, follow up politely; you 
need them to listen to you. If 

the claim is still denied, con-
tact the medical director in 
the company with your com-
plete documentation.

If you’re unsuccessful af-
ter taking these first steps, 
consider contacting your 
state’s insurance oversight 
department. If you’re at a 
loss or confused as to how 
to proceed, a nonprofit orga-
nization such as the Patient 
Advocate Foundation offers 
advice for free. Fee-based 
companies may also help ne-
gotiate lower fees for uncov-
ered services.

To advertise in this section call (718) 260-2500

Hamilton Park offers an extensive range of services designed to ensure 
the highest level of rehabilitation and nursing care for your loved one.

h Short Term Sub-Acute Rehabilitation
h 7 day-a-week physical, occupational
     and speech therapy services
h Tracheostomy Care
h IV Therapy
h Intensive Wound Care Program
h Respite Care
h Long Term Care

h Palliative & Hospice Services

Amenities
h Fine dining
h Wireless internet access
h In-room cable
h Contemporary activities
h Home-like accommodations
h Beauty Parlor

Patricia Hogan,
Admissions Director

(718) 567-1000 Ext. 1369
phogan@hamiltonparkrehab.com

Call to schedule
your tour 

today!

Hamilton Park Nursing & Rehabilitation Center 
691 92nd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11228

Phone (718) 567-1000   •   Fax (718) 567-1044

eldercare today

“On The Move!”
KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

585 Schenectady Avenue | Brooklyn, NY 11203 | 718-604-5341
www.kingsbrook.org

Making Strides
in Excellence!

When
getting back
on your feet
matters

...IT’S
KINGSBROOK

Stroke
Pain Management
Sports Injuries

Continued from Page 38

Devices for hearing impaired

Continued from Page 38

Insurance
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Downstate

UROLOGY
at Bay Ridge

Comprehensive

Urology Services
available in

Bay Ridge
� General Urological Problems
� Male Sexuality Issues
� Urologic Oncology
� Minimally Invasive Procedures
� PSA Screenings - Laboratory on Site

699 92nd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11228
718-270-2554

Call for an appointment  

Jeffrey T. Schiff, MD
Director of Adult Urology

GET THE INDEPENDENCE YOU DESERVE
Do you have diffi culty walking?

Do you have a history of falling or losing 
your balance due to injury, surgery, osteoarthritis, 

muscle weakness, vertigo, etc.?

FALL RISK ASSESSMENT
& CONDITIONING PROGRAM
Can address these and other issues through a quality 

exercise and balance program that will improve your health, 
quality of life, and help you live your life to the fullest.

Call To Reserve A Seat At One Of Our Weekly Lectures  
SPACE IS LIMITED! 

718-769-2521
FREE REFRESHMENTS!

MON.-FRI. 9AM - 7PM • SAT. 9AM - 12PM • PARKING ON PREMISES

3500 Nostrand Ave. (between Ave. U & Ave. V) • 718.769.2521 • www.HQBK.com
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Turn on the television 
and you’re likely to 
be inundated with 

commercials for the latest 
prescription medications 
that should be discussed 
with a doctor. According to 
“Generation Rx: How Pre-
scription Drugs Are Alter-
ing American Lives, Minds, 
and Bodies,” by Greg Cris-
ter, the average number of 
prescription drugs taken 
per person, annually, in 
2004 was 12. It is estimated 
that people will spend more 
than $400 billion on pre-
scription drugs by the end 
of 2011. Individuals who 
take multiple medications 
may find it difficult to man-
age them all.

The challenge of manag-
ing medications can be dif-
ficult for anyone, but par-
ticularly for seniors. Some 
organizational strategies 
and a little help from others 
may be the keys to getting 
meds straight.

First and foremost, it’s 
important that doctors and 
pharmacists know of all the 
medications that are being 
taken. It’s a good idea to use 
one pharmacy to fill pre-
scriptions. This way it will 
have a record of medication 
use and can alert to drug in-
teractions that may be dan-
gerous, which could other-
wise go undetected. And 
remember, over-the-coun-
ter supplements, vitamins 
and medicines count, too. 
They should be mentioned 
at the doctor’s office or, at 
the very least, when getting 
a new prescription filled at 
the pharmacy. Herbal reme-
dies and other items — even 
foods — can interact with 
certain drugs. For example, 
it’s best to avoid grapefruit 
juice while taking many of 
the cholesterol-lowering st-
atins available.

Purchasing a medica-
tion organizer can be the 
next step to getting drugs in 
check. 

There are a number of 
different styles and sizes 
available. Seniors may 
want to enlist the help of 
a family member to sort 
through pills at the begin-
ning of each week and place 

the right pills in each com-
partment.

Knowing which days 
to take each medication is 
sometimes not enough. Cer-
tain medications must be 

taken at different intervals 
each day, often inviting 
confusion. A chart listing 
the times of each medica-
tion posted next to where 
the prescriptions are kept 
can help. A watch with a 
timer or an alarm clock can 
be programmed to chime 

as a reminder. Tech-savvy 
people can program smart-
phones or PDAs with re-
minders to alert when it’s 
time to take a pill. There 
are even advanced pill dis-
pensing systems that can 
be programmed to dispense 
medication according to a 
set schedule. 

Those who are worried 
about an elderly relative 
can enlist the help of medi-
cation reminder services 
that can call or message a 
person to keep track of pills. 
They also may provide re-
minders about doctors’ ap-
pointments.

There are a number of 
options available to help 
make organizing care a lit-
tle easier. Safety should be 
the top priority when there 
are many different medica-
tions that need to be taken.

ATTENTION NEW YORKERS 

Are You New to
Medicare?

If so, call us. We provide free, 
impartial and expert information 

about Medicare.  

We can be reached by calling 311; 
just ask for HIICAP. 

HIICAP offers monthly 
Medicare Orientation classes to 
individuals new to Medicare. 

If you are interested in attending, 
please contact our office 

at (212) 442-0922 to register. 
Seating is limited, so call today.

How to manage your 
medications at home

Purchasing a 
medication 

organizer can 
be the next 

step to getting 
drugs in check.

eldercare today
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VISIT OUR BRAND NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART 
FACILITY TO RELIEVE YOUR KNEE & BACK PAIN
Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO Surgery.• 
Treatment Covered by Most Major Health • 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare
This program produces above average outcomes • 
and helps delay our eliminate the need for costly 
and painful knee replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance 

plans including Medicare
Time off from work and loss 
of wages

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, 
addiction to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!
Call today to schedule your Evaluation

718-956-6565

NY REHAB
PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

Do you wake up with knee pain?• 

Does your knee pain keep you • 
from certain activities?

Have you been told you need a • 
knee replacement?

Are you active and sometimes • 
suffer from sore knees?

Do you take medications for • 
knee pain?

Do you have diffi culty going up • 
and down stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to • 
alleviate knee pain?

Have you tried everything to get • 
rid of knee pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to 
experience the relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY 
and start living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & 
EXPERIENCE

After treating hundreds 
of patients, the 

doctors have a great 
understanding of each 

condition and they know 
what protocols to include 
for successful treatment.

NEW ASTORIA LOCATION
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor

Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 

Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

w w w.ny rehab.com
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OP-ED

In today’s society, “Freedom 
of Speech” is used to justify, 
excuse, and defend otherwise 

insensitive and often inaccurate 
statements.  

So too, in regard to the recent 
billboard erected by the Ameri-
can Atheists that proclaims in 
English adjacent to the name 
of God (spelled in Hebrew only) 
that, “You know it’s a myth and 
you have a choice.”

In advertising, the golden 
rule is make your message short, 
clear and direct — do not leave 
them guessing, do not leave them 
confused. Truth in advertising wins over the 
people and keeps them, so it is said.

Surprisingly, the message of these so-called 
proud non-believers is not very clear at all.  

The billboard message is that “it” is a myth, 
but does not identify what “it” is. One can only 
speculate why this is so — but could it be be-
cause the atheists themselves do not know? As to 
the “choice” the billboard advertises, that is not 
identifi ed either and all of us are left wondering 
what message is being sent.

The message cannot possibly be “join us athe-
ists” or “atheism is good.” That is not what the 
billboard says. And why does it not say that? 
After all, American Atheists director David Sil-
verman maintains he hopes to reach atheists 

“trapped” within the strict reli-
gious Jewish community of Wil-
liamsburg. So why not say that — 
loudly and clearly?  

Perhaps the atheists are not 
confi dent in what they stand for. 
Maybe deep down they have reser-
vations about their non belief. Or 
worse (for the cause of atheism), 
maybe some of them do believe!  

On refl ection, this billboard is 
demonstrative of the enormity of 
the insecurity atheists suffer.            

How ironic it is that the fi rst 
sixteen words of the First Amend-
ment, which enshrines freedom of 

religion, precede the right to freedom of speech.
Many people fi nd this billboard offensive and 

disrespectful. And, make no mistake, it is. Belief, 
religion — call it what you may — by their own 
admission is not a matter for atheists.  

Just imagine what a positive contribution the 
atheists could have done to make this world a 
better place instead of paying for this billboard. 
They could have used their money to help or-
phans, the disabled and the homeless.

As for Mr. Silverman, who refers to himself as 
a “former Jew”, that term is an oxymoron. In Ju-
daism, if you are born a Jew, you die a Jew! How 
unfortunate for Mr. Silverman!

Isaac Abraham is a Williamsburg civic 
leader. 

What many 
people fail to 
understand 

about atheism is that 
it is older than reli-
gion. 

Before there was 
religion, everyone 
was an atheist, and 
since there have been 
myths there have 
been people who did 
not believe them. 

The more answers 
we learn about the hu-
man body, the Earth, 
and the universe, the less relevant 
religion becomes in society. As we 
interact more with other religions 
and their followers, we realize the 
faults in their own belief systems.

Our nation is full of insulated 
communities of varying religions 
and sects. This is even true within 
major urban areas like Brooklyn. 
Atheists within these communities 
often feel extremely alone and mis-
understood. Our organization fre-
quently receives calls and emails 
from people within these kinds of 
communities and from those who 
have fi nally escaped them. 

Our goal with 
this billboard cam-
paign is to show 
these communities, 
and the nation, that 
atheists are NOT 
alone.

In fact, non-reli-
gious Americans are 
the fastest growing 
“religious” demo-
graphic in all fi fty 
states and religion 
is rapidly becoming 
extinct in nine other 
nations.

It is important to understand 
that we are not trying to “convert 
people to atheism,” and we do not 
want to enrage anyone. However, we 
want the people within these com-
munities — those who are already 
atheists — to know that they have 
options. 

We want them to know that we 
accept atheists from all religious 
backgrounds and ethnicities. They 
should know that they do not need 
to live a lie or pretend to worship a 
god in which they do not believe.

David Silverman is the presi-
dent of American Atheists, Inc.

BY DAVID SILVERMANBY ISAAC ABRAHAM

Atheists have no faith in what they say Boro nonbelievers are not alone

Williamsburg’s Orthodox Jewish community railed against a plan to install a billboard in the neighborhood that questions 

the Jewish faith in both English and Hebrew. Hasidic leaders called the billboard inappropriate and cheered when a landlord 

stopped the sign from going up on his building — forcing it to be moved to Greenpoint. The atheist group behind the controver-

sial advertisement claims the billboard wasn’t meant to be an insult to anyone, but instead was intended to remind atheists 

living in Williamsburg that others share their views. We asked two leaders embroiled in this fi ght to give us their thoughts:

SIGN OF THE TIMES?SIGN OF THE TIMES?
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To the editor,
Your story, “Sign Of The Times” about 

the atheist billboard was disappointing 
(Op-ed, March 22). 

This is sad for those who cherish free 
speech. Perhaps some have forgotten about 
the Bill of Rights and the First Amend-
ment. Advertising is a multi-billion dollar 
business helping fuel our free enterprise 
economy. If you don’t like the ad, don’t buy 
the product. Advertisers will get the mes-
sage.

We are all bombarded on a daily basis 
with sexually or politically provocative 
advertising. This is life when you live in 
a free and open society. The ad was no 
more offensive to me than Wodka Vodka’s 
“Escort Quality, Hooker Pricing” or, as a 
member of the Jewish faith, “Christmas 
Quality, Hanukkah Pricing.”

Those on the political left who practice 
political correctness to the extreme are no 
different from their counterparts — the 

moral majority thought police on the ex-
treme political right. Both groups promote 
censorship and intolerance to those whose 
divergent viewpoints differ from their 
own narrow-minded ideological views. 
This is disappointing to people who cher-
ish freedom of speech and intellectual dis-
course on issues of the day, no matter how 
controversial. 

Both sides need a refresher course on 
the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, 
including the First Amendment which 
protects freedom of speech. Why was the 
American Civil Liberties Union missing 
in action?

We are fortunate to be living in one of 
the few free societies left in the world to-
day. Freedom of speech, including ideas 
expressed in billboards paid for by busi-
ness, private citizens or organizations, is 
usually cherished here, not trampled on.
 Larry Penner

Great Neck, N.Y.

Unfair Stan
To the editor,

Stanley Gershbein chooses to criticize 
the Georgetown law student who testi-
fi ed before Congress on women’s health 
issues (“Stand’s tidbits keep you think-
ing,” It’s Only My Opinion, March 22). 
He states that she is neither a “slut” nor a 

“prostitute,” but that she wants you and I to 
pay for her extracurricular activities. Well 
we all know where those lines came from. 

Besides calling this woman a “slut” and 
a “prostitute,” Rush Limbaugh repeatedly 
made the point on his radio show that this 
woman was apparently having so much 
sex that she couldn’t afford to pay for the 
birth control, and thus wanted you and me 
to pay for it for her. 

This woman didn’t testify before Con-
gress about that. She actually spoke about 
the fact that a signifi cant number of 
women in this country need to use birth 
control pills for purely medical reasons, 
including to regulate extremely heavy pe-
riods and many other medical conditions, 
having nothing at all to do with contra-
ception. She was concerned with whether 
health insurance would pay for such usage 
of these pills for such conditions.

She related the story of a woman she 
knew from Georgetown University, a Cath-
olic school, whose health plan refused to 
pay for these pills for regulation of a purely 
medical condition, having nothing to do 
with birth control. This woman was un-
able to pay for these pills and, as a result, 
had to have an ovary removed.

Instead of calling her a liar at the end 
of that segment of his article, it would be 
much better if Stanley Gershbein both-

ered to do some research, rather than lis-
ten to the despicable Rush Limbaugh as 
his source of information. 

Bothering to fi nd out what the truth re-
ally is — now that’s fair and balanced!
 Burt Gass
 Marine Park

‘Grandfathering’ cats
To the editor,

Are cat owners not aware of the grandfa-
ther rule (“Brighton Beach cat lady: I want 
to keep my 45 kitties!” online, Feb. 24)?

This rule means that even if there is a 
change in ownership or in an apartment 
building’s policy, tenants are permitted to 
keep whatever pet or pets they had from 
the beginning of their tenancy. Since Bar-
bara Berger had 15 cats when she moved 
into her apartment, she should be allowed 
to keep up to 15 of those cats.

I hope that she and the people helping 
her can be made aware of this rule, so she 
would have a legal weapon to sue in or-
der to retain her home and the 10 cats she 
wants to keep. Although Ms. Berger has a 
very kind heart, she needs to realize that 
she cannot save every kitty in need or she 
will end up in an out-of-control situation 
with more cats than she can care for prop-
erly. She also needs to make sure that all 
her cats are spayed or neutered.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Editor, 
Community Newspaper Group, 1 Metro-
Tech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 11201, or 
e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.com. Please 
include your address and telephone 
number for so we can confi rm you sent 
the letter. We reserve the right to edit 
all correspondence, which becomes the 
property of Courier Life Publications. 

Ever since Barack 
Obama brought his 
friends from Chicago 

to Washington, we’ve been 
hearing quite a bit about 
the myth of the corruption 
in Chicago. But according 
to the Chicago Tribune, the 
Windy City’s leading home-
town newspaper, it’s not a 
myth at all. 

A study completed by 
the University of Illinois 
reported that between 
1976 and 2010 there were 
1,531 convictions for pub-
lic corruption in Chicago 
and its surrounding area. 
That makes this the most 
crooked place in the United 
States. Right now, as you 
are reading this, elected 
offi cials are marching 
down State Street chanting 
“We’re number one! We’re 
number one!” 

Aye, aye, aye! Such an 

to one. Here are the vot-
ing options for those who 
participated in the current 
survey:

• (Yes) Our troops are 
in grave danger after the 
weekend attack. Get them 
home in a hurry. Also — 
10 years is more than long 
enough. Let the Afghans 
take care of themselves.

• (No) If we leave Af-
ghanistan now, the Tali-
ban will take over, and all 
our work is for naught. Our 
troops have performed too 
heroically to just pull up 
stakes when the job isn’t 
fi nished.

And the results are — 
drum roll please — a great 
big 77 percent are singing 
“Bring ’em home.”

Now the question is, if 
you bring them home and 
there are no jobs, what’ll we 
do with them? I am StanG-
ershbein@Bellsouth.net 
answering that question: 
we can solve several prob-
lems by putting them on 
our borders.

• • •
Last week Leon Panetta 

fl ew to Afghanistan to dis-
cuss several things, includ-
ing the withdrawal of our 
troops. President Karzai 
said that he and Panetta 
had agreed to work toward 
a handover of security to 
Afghan forces in 2013, a 
year earlier than the 2014 
deadline for the NATO 
pullout. 2014? 2013? Many 
Americans have a better 
idea. 

0How about 2012?
“Should we just declare 

victory and get out of Af-
ghanistan?” That’s the poll 
question asked by the left-
leaning Sun-Sentinel to the 
readers of Broward County, 
the strongest Democrat 
County in Florida, which 
outvoted the Republicans 
in the 2008 presidential 
election by more than two 

State” and “The Land of 
Lincoln,” but the one that 
we fi nd most interesting is 
“The Sucker State.” No. I’m 
not kidding. You can look 
it up.

Here’s another dis-
tinctive quality of Illi-
nois: disgraced Gov. Rod 
Blagojevich is heading for 
the slammer. 

That makes four of the 
last seven governors to 
serve time. Aye! Another 
honor. You and I refer to the 
dishonesty and fraudulence 
as sleaze and corruption. 

Politicians use words 
that tone it way down. State 
Sen. Annazette Collins re-
fers to the most corrupt 
place in America as having 
“our fair share of ethical 
challenges.”

Huh? She makes it sound 
like they cheated in a game 
of Monopoly. 

fornia, Los Angeles plus 
the area around it, is num-
ber two with 1,275 convic-
tions. 

So who would you guess 
is number three? If you 
said New York City, you 
could pick whatever is be-
hind door number two or 
come back next week for 
the opportunity to answer 
a harder question with a 
more valuable prize. 

The so-called southern 
district of New York, home 
of New York City came in 
third with 1,202 convic-
tions. That doesn’t neces-
sarily mean that the folks 
at home are more honest. 
It could mean that many of 
the gonavim (plural of gon-
iff ) were not yet caught. 

• • •
Illinois boasts several 

nicknames. The best known 
on the list are “The Prairie 

honor.
Digging a bit deeper in 

the report, we learn that 
the central region of Cali-

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION
Stanley P. Gershbein

Chicago is not Stan’s kind of town

Atheist billboard protected by First Amendment
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Buyer beware — 
It’s something we 
should never for-

get. Especially when deal-
ing with utility companies. 
And you want to know why? 
Because utility companies 
have more ways of parting 
us from our money than 
scam artists do.

Last year, when our 
Time Warner Cable bill ex-
ceeded the national debt, 
we decided we needed to 
make a change.

As fate would have it, 
Verizon sent us a promo-
tional letter to switch to it. 
One monthly rate for two 
years if we signed up for 
two years of phone, inter-
net, and cable. The greatest 
deal ever, I thought. 

I immediately called 
and spoke to a Verizon rep-
resentative, who was very 
eager to sign us up and give 

us whatever we wanted. Yes 
we would have a steady rate 
for two years, yes our inter-
net service would be just as 
fast as what we had if not 

faster, and yes we would 
continue to have the same 
great phone service that we 
were accustomed to, and all 
for a great rate. 

I did the math. After add-
ing in the phone, the inter-
net and TV, Verizon’s pack-
age was signifi cantly lower 
than what our current plan 
was. 

“Wow, I’m fi nally getting 
a bargain, better internet 
service, better cable chan-
nels and a lower rate.”

Having been raked over 
the coals more than a few 
times before by the big 
three – just take a look at my 
electric and gas — I asked 
the sales representative 
over and over again, “Are 
you sure our monthly rate 
won’t change,” and repeat-
edly I was assured that it 
would stay the same for the 
next two years. Guaranteed. 

“Okay, let’s do it.” I made 
the appointment and within 
two weeks the installer was 
at our house, putting in the 
new system. Faster than you 
can say, “Buyer Beware” we 
were up and running.

What a great deal, no 
price increase for two years 
and fast internet, cable and 
phone service.

Let me tell you whoever 
coined the phrase “If it’s too 
good to be true, it probably 
is” is not only a genius but 
should win the Noble Prize 
for being able to predict the 
future. 

Less then a year has 
passed and just this week-
end I received a letter from 
Verizon stating, “We would 
like to thank you for being a 
customer and for your con-
tinued support.” The letter 
continued spewing niceties 
stroking us for being good 

customers. But after sev-
eral paragraphs it became 
apparent that the price 
gouging knife was going to 
rear it’s ugly head and we 
getting an increase. “We 
hope you understand that to 
continue to bring this level 
of programming and tech-
nology to you, from time 
to time we need to modify 
our rates.” There you go, 
not even a year and a rate 
change is made.

No changes for two years 
thought — so much for truth 
in advertising.

So I called up. Obviously 
there had to be a mistake. 

“I was guaranteed two 
years service at the same 
price I argued.” 

But the voice on the 
other end of the phone was 
adamant — “We haven’t’ 
changed your package, 
we are only changing the 

equipment.” Really? Only 
the equipment. Let me ask 
you how can we continue 
with our package if we don’t 
have the equipment? The 
bottom line — you can’t. 
Verizon gets to stick it to 
its customers yet again 
and there ain’t one blessed, 
single thing that we can do 
about it.

Well there is: I can can-
cel. But where else to go 
and how would I be able to 
keep up with all my social 
networking, TV shows that 
I’ve grown to love, and talk 
to friends and family? Sorry 
but the price has to be paid.

Not for Nuthin™, but 
life was a lot cheaper when 
all you had to do was send 
a smoke signal or two to the 
next village. 

A few slices of pizza, a big 
bottle of pop to the smoker 
and you were in business.

A Sheepshead Bay dare-
devil who has hang 
glided over Kenya’s 

Lake Victoria and Verdenes 
Ende in the Arctic will make 
history this week by becom-
ing the fi rst human to soar 
aloft with hawks, seagulls, 
and eagles above Jamaica 
Bay with just the shirt on his 
back. All he has to do is fl ap 
his arms and let robots do the 
leg work for him.

Mastný Kotleta, 30, will 
leave his trusty, foot-launched 
hang glider at home when he 
takes off from Floyd Bennett 
Field on Sunday on an experi-
mental trip made possible 
by breakthrough robotics 
developed at Kingsborough 
Community College, in con-
junction with the State Avia-
tion Association, Rutgers 
University, and the Ameri-
can Kite-Flying Association. 
The cyberkinetic stimulation 
technology controls human 
movements through computer 
chips implanted in the brain, 
which accepts commands via 
radio signals linked to psy-
chosurgically inserted wires, 
and translates them into ac-

tion through a network of mo-
tor prosthetic implants. 

A team of scientists will 
monitor Kotleta’s fl ight from 
command centers set up at 
the Ryan Visitors Center and 
nearby Salt Marsh Nature 
Center, allowing them to nav-
igate his movements, chart 
and steer his course, and alert 
him to lurking dangers — like 
a horned lark hovering too 
close for comfort. Kotleta has 
made test runs on Kingsbor-
ough’s campus, staying afl oat 
for up to a half hour at a time.

“You have to see it to be-
lieve it!” he said. 

Dr. Dihedral Yaw, a robotics 
expert, led the six-year study to 
discover if the brain could be 
rewired to follow orders from 
an external source, and was 
amazed at his own fi ndings. 
He said that in one study he 
was able to get a group of mon-

keys, who had been implanted 
with the iridium chips, to go 
food shopping.

“We led them to the frozen 
food aisle at the Key Food on 
Gerritsen Avenue, had them 
open the door and select a 
package of peas, and pay for 
it at the register. At fi rst, the 
manager wanted to kick them 
out, but once he realized they 
were paying in cash, he let 
them fi nish the job.” 

The ingenious experiments 
were done using a Wii control-
ler, paired with Bluetooth tech-
nology and a cellphone, which 
emitted orders by tapping into 
implanted neurons, enabling 
the chimps to essentially be at 
Yaw’s beck and call. 

Kotleta became interested 
in Yaw’s study when he saw 
an ad seeking volunteers for 
testing in the Bay News back 
in 2006, and underwent multi-

ple surgeries to be fi tted with 
the devices.

The human bird, who once 
cruised over southern Atlan-
tic’s Tristan de Cunha — the 
single most remote inhabited 
place in the world — says his 
most exciting adventures will 
pale in comparison to his solo 
human fl ight over the Mill Ba-
sin Creek. The experimental 
trip, observers predict, could 
start an aviation revolution 
and even make airplanes obso-
lete one day.

“This exciting technology 
is giving us a few sleepless 
nights,” said State Aviation As-
sociation spokesman Vesper 
McCloud, who added that he 
didn’t foresee the skies teeming 
with solo fl iers any time soon.

Yaw disagrees.
“It’s only a matter of time 

before we have the expertise 
required for long-term human-
powered fl ights,” he said.

Human fl ight on April 1 at 1 
pm at Floyd Bennett Field (Han-
gar 5), contact Aviator Sports 
and Recreation to reserve a view-
ing spot. By the way, folks, hope 
you enjoyed this April Fool’s in-
stallment of A Britisher’s View.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

Joanna DelBuono

At any rate? How about the one I agreed to?

Man will become ‘bird’ at 
Floyd Bennett Field on April 1

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW

Shavana Abruzzo

If she wants to extend a helping hand 
to more animals, she might want to look 
into working with an organization, such 
as Best Friends (volunteer.bestfriends.
org).

Good luck to her and her kitties.
 Sarah Vogel
 Sea Gate

Jew-bashing
To the editor,

And the world again remained silent 
regarding another atrocity committed 
against the Jewish people, this time in 
France. Of course, the French govern-
ment will try to downplay the incident. 
After all, they have many Muslims living 
in their country. 

Obviously, these people refuse to as-
similate and wish to subject everyone to 
their beliefs, using violence when they 
feel it is necessary. Could you imagine 
if Israel had committed such an atrocity 
against the Palestinians? We’d be sub-
jected to world-wide condemnation, ral-
lies, marches, demonstrations. The U.N. 
would have immediately condemned Is-
rael and sanctions would be put against 
the Jewish state. 

The poor excuse of a human being who 
did this did in fact have Al-Qaeda ties. I re-
fer to the latter as “al-chaleria,” “chaleria” 
being a Yiddish term for a wild animal.

I don’t see the food co-op in Park Slope 
angry over this. To them and others, Jew-
ish blood is cheap. It would have been 
nice for our president to speak out as he 
correctly did for Tayshon. Ditto to his Re-
publican counterparts.

The nation of Israel lives. Amen.
 Ed Greenspan
 Sheepshead Bay
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www.NYParenting.com 

Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 
Save on combo tickets with LIRR & Metro North at MTA.com  
NY Waterway combo tickets also available at autoshowny.com 
RECORDED INFO: 800.282.3336

For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association

BUY TICKETS ONLINE
autoshowny.com

Save Time!

Javits Convention Center
Mon-Sat: 10am-10pm Sun: 10am-7pm

APRIL

6-15

I’m madder than Morris 
the Cat when his nitwit 
owner feeds him “Ten-

der Vittles” instead of his 
beloved “Nine Lives” over 
how diffi cult it is to make 
sure you keep everybody 
happy when planning a 
party in a place as diverse 
as Brooklyn.

Look, you all know the 
Screecher isn’t politically 
correct. In fact I hate the 
term, as well as some other 
expressions (most notably, 
“Hold the mayonnaise”). 
But that doesn’t mean I’m 
going to intentionally insult 
some of my guests by mak-
ing sure every meat dish is 
parmigiana or insisting we 
only serve pork and lobster 
instead of steak and fi sh.

So it’s a good thing that 
I hold my big Besonhurst 
West End Community Coun-
cil (BWECC!) annual din-
ner dance at the beautiful, 
delicious, and culturally 
sensitive El Caribe in Mill 
Basin — where they know 
how to make sure everyone 
has something to eat.

And do you know how 

they do it! With unlimited 
variety!

I’d be lying to you if I told 
you I went to management 
this year and demanded it 
make sure a good potion of 
the food is Kosher or Halal 
or whatever. You know why? 
Because I don’t have to! These 
guys are businessmen, and 
they know their business. 
And they know that if they 

want to keep their business, 
they need to mix it up! And 
mix it up they did, keeping 
everyone happy!

So this week, I’m dedicat-
ing my column to cocktail 
hour at El Caribe — because 
there was so much delicious 
food served there, that I 
won’t have enough space to 
get to the main course!

Now, I know what your 
thinking: “Carmine, the 
only reason you do this is to 
make good on the deal you 
made with these guys, tell-
ing them you’ll give them 
free press if they give you a 
good deal.” 

Well, if that’s what you 
think, I’ve got one word for 
you: “You’re wrong.”

If you know anything 
about the Screecher, you 
know he only shoots his 
mouth off when he’s speak-
ing the truth. And I can as-
sure you that the only reason 
I’m writing these nice things 
about El Caribe’s menu is be-
cause it is what it is: superb.

Here’s a taste, followed 
by my opinion of the dish (of 
course I tasted everything, 

because that’s what I do):
Boneless Chicken Bal-

samico: Morsels of rose-
mary-scented chicken sau-
téed in white wine and aged 
balsamic vinegar served 
with fresh lemon and sliced 
mushrooms. “Yum, yum.”

Eggplant Rollatini: 
Eggplant fi lets stuffed with 
creamy ricotta, homemade 
mozzarella, and pecorino 
Romano cheeses, topped 
with marinara sauce. “This 
dish had no meat, so my 
lovely wife Sharon could 
enjoy it without having to 
worry about her gout.”

Broccoli di rabe and 
sausage: Florets of broccoli 
sautéed with garlic, oil, and 
pepperoncini, tossed with 
wedges of fennel-laced sau-
sage. “This is a very favor-
ite Italian dish, that keeps 
away the two things banned 
at my parties: werewolves 
and vampires.”

Szechua n-f lavored 
country-style spareribs: 
Baby back spareribs mari-
nated with sliced shal-
lots and hoisin sauce, then 
broiled to perfection. “If 

you like hot, you will love 
these ribs.”

Grilled Calamari: Ten-
der calamari, char-grilled, 
and dressed with an emul-
sion of fresh lemon, extra 
virgin olive oil, and a sea-
sonal herb bouquet. “For 
those who can’t pronounce 
it right, just say ‘Delicious 
fried squid’.”

Stewed tripe with 
peas: Premium honeycomb 
tripe, simmered with San 
Marzano tomatoes, baby 
peas, and sautéed onions. 
“If you like eating innards, 
you’ll love it.”

Braciolettini: Bundles 
of top round beef stuffed 
with mozzarella, fl at leaf 
parsley, chopped garlic, and 
herbs, topped with mari-
nara sauce and Parmesan 
cheese. “Never been one of 
my favorites, because of the 
garlic.”

Asian spiced loin of 
pork: Sliced pork tender-
loin marinated in teriyaki 
sauce and fresh ginger, 
then broiled and presented 
with oven dried scallions 
and carrots. “Look, some of 

us eat pork, and love it!”
Spiedini: Milk-fed veal 

cutlets, dusted with sea-
soned breadcrumbs, shal-
lots and bay leaf, rolled and 
broiled. “I am not politically 
correct when it come to veal, 
because it tastes so good.”

Mussels Caprese: Broiled 
New Zealand green-shelled 
mussels topped with chiffon-
nade basil, sliced garlic, and 
diced plum tomatoes. “Look, 
some of us like to eat shell-
fi sh, and love it!”

Linguini aglio e olio: 
Linguini cooked al dente 
and tossed with extra vir-
gin olive oil, browned garlic 
and chopped parsley. “Gar-
lic galore!”

Deep-fried calamari: 

Tender calamari, dusted 
with fl our then deep fried 
golden brown, accompanied 
by fresh lemon wedges and 
marinara sauce. “There’s 
an expression in the restau-
rant business: ‘You fry it, 
they buy it!’ Mmmmmm.”

My editor tells me that’s 
all I’ve got room for!  But I’ll 
tell you more about it when 
I screech at you next week!

Let’s face it: The food at my parties is superb

BIG
SCREECHER
Carmine Santa Maria
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STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

CONEY ISLAND

Three cheers to the top three winning 
writers of the “Respect for All” essay con-
test sponsored by Community Educa-
tional Council District 21 and Council-
man Domenic Recchia (D–Coney Island). 
Without further fanfare the budding future 
Noble Prize winning essayists are — fi fth 
grader Daniel Rogov of PS 100; eighth 
grader Ka Li La of IS 238 and sophomore 
Edward Schusteff of the Leon M. Gold-
stein High School of Sciences at Kingsbor-
ough.  

Standing O pal Recchia told us, “In light 
of the recent anti-Semitic attacks plaguing 
our city and countries abroad, this year’s 
Respect For All week has special meaning 

for me. It’s so important for us to respect 
one another. I hope this project serves as 
a vehicle to promote a lively discourse be-
tween young people and educators on the 
importance of community, acceptance, and 
equality.” 

CEC 21 [521 West Ave. between Shore 
Parkway and Neptune Avenue in Coney Is-
land, (718) 333-3885].

MARINE PARK

Such honors!
Stop the presses, it’s the biggest news ever 

— Senior Brian Widom of Midwood HS was 
selected for membership into the “National 
Society of High School Scholars.” Member-
ship to the exclusive international society is 
offered to stu-
dents who dem-
onstrate the 
highest level of 
academic ex-
cellence, the 
cream of the 
crop, top of the 
heap. And if 
academic ex-
cellence isn’t 
enough for this 
high-achieving 
high schooler, 
he also works and volunteers at the Brook-
lyn Botanic Gardens. In presenting Brian 
with the nomination, Chairman Claes No-
bel — yes, of the “Nobel Prize” Nobels — 
said, “I am honored to recognize the hard 

work, sacrifi ce and commitment that Brian 
has demonstrated. Brian is now a member of 
a unique community of scholars, a commu-
nity that represents our very best hope for 

the future.” You ain’t kidding.
Honor Society president James Lewis 

added: “We aim to help students like Brian 
build on their academic successes and en-

hance their skills.” 
Looks like Brian has a head-start in the 

building department.

BAY RIDGE

To the moon!
Teacher Susan D’Auria is over the moon 

after receiving her award as an “Endeavor 
Fellowship” with NASA and being selected 
as an “Agent of Change.” The teaching proj-
ect provides live, online training for educa-
tors working to earn a science, technology, 
and engineering certifi cate from Teachers 
College at Columbia University. Not to be 
outdone by a colleague, fellow teacher Erica 
Chou was chosen to represent Visitation as 
the US Ambassador for the World Education 
Games. Let the play begin!

GERRITSEN BEACH

Cancer survivor Dan Foster wants 
you to know how important early inter-
vention is. In 1996, our pal Dan was di-
agnosed with colorectal cancer. Like all 
of us when confronted with such news, 
he looked to his doctor for guidance. 
Dan was lucky, his cancer was detected 
early, he was able to receive cutting-
edge, state-of-the-art treatment with a 
new surgery called “total mesorectal 
excision,” and he had one heck of a doc-
tor. Dan gave up junk food, started jog-
ging and got his act together, based on 
his doctor’s advice. Now 15 years later, 
Dan is cancer free and sharing his good 
fortune with everyone.

In 1999 on Cancer Survivor Day, Dan 
trekked 150 miles from Montauk Point 
Lighthouse to St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
in Manhattan to raise funds for cancer 
research. And he’s still walking, volun-
teering, and raising money as the offi -
cial Ambassador of Brooklyn for the Co-
lon Cancer Alliance, a national cancer 
organization.

“I wanted to give something back, to 
help others,” Dan told Standing O.

Dan has also been recognized for all 
he does from Standing O’s brother in  
Brooklyn boosting Borough President 

Markowitz, who gave him a proclama-
tion on March 2. 

March is “Colon Cancer Awareness 
Month” and Dan wants everyone to 
know what we can do to help fi ght the 
disease that takes the lives of so many 
every year. 

• Go to www.ccalliance.org and be-
come a volunteer — every little bit helps.

• Find out about the Apr. 1 Colon Can-
cer Challenge in Central Park and enter 
in the run and remembrance walk — 
you can do, it it’s only 5K.

• Tell your family and friends to get 
screened early— jeesh, you tell them ev-
erything else why not this?

• Start screening at age 50, or younger 
if someone in the family was diagnosed.

• African-Americans should begin 
screening at age 45.

• The number one symptom is NONE, 
so don’t wait, do it now.

Dan is also hosting the 10th annual 
5K Fun Run/Walk in Gerritsen Beach on 
Sept. 15 in memory of Joan Gardner and 
Wynne McCann. Donations benefi t Beth 
Israel Medical Center. If you are inter-
ested, and Standing O says you should 
be, give Dan a call at (718) 891-5789 or e-
mail him at df003@aol.com (put in Dan’s 
5K in the subject bar). Early screening 
equals lives saved. It’s a good thing.

DOWNTOWN

The stork report
We hear that the DeLuca family 

has just grown by one. Proud grandpa 
and our very own talented production 
graphic designer, Mauro DeLuca, 
shared the news with Standing O 
that son Michael Mauro, daughter-
in-law Suzie, and big brother Logan 
Michael welcomed a little bundle of 
joy, Marley Marie Deluca, into the 
family on March 16. The pretty in 
pink present arrived at 8:17 pm weigh-
ing in at 7 pounds 12 ounces and mea-
sured an astounding 20.5 inches tall. 
Standing O sends bowers of fl owers 
to the happy couple and wishes Mar-
ley Marie a very long and happy life 
— Cent’anni. 

KICK BUTT: Borough President Markowitz (left) and Dan Foster kick off the March is Colon 
Cancer Awareness Month campaign and introduce new signage.

Hip-hip-hooray for these winners

Our man Dan battles cancer
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*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & MV fees which are additional and may be payable upon consummation.
§Amount of credit may vary. Must show proof of current pay stub, proof of address, and driver's license and registration. See dealer for details.
Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Photos used for illustrative purposes only. Offer expires 3/30/12. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN SUNDAY 11-5
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WELCOME MCU

MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

To Long Island

Kings Plaza
Mall

Kings   Highway Utica Ave.

Avenue U

BELT PARKWAY

To Verrazano

★

EASY ON, EASY
OFF EXIT 11N
BELT PARKWAY

5001 Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

1-718-258-7200
1- 8 0 0 - 4 5 0 - 3 1 2 9

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL FORD & 

LINCOLN/MERCURY VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

2003 FORD 

FOCUS
Auto,
Silver, P/W,
P/L, P/M,
65K Mi,
Stk#6432F

$5,890
*

BROOKLYN’S BEST
SELECTION & PRICING!
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2007 FORD 

FUSION
Auto, Lthr,
S/Roof,
Black, 
64K Mi,
Stk#4621

$9,999
*

2011 FORD E150 CARGO 
Auto,
White,
13K Mi,
Stk#6354F

$17,968
*

2008 MERCURY MARINER 4X4
Loaded Gray,
86K Mi,
Stk#6198F

$9,999
*

2010 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN
Auto, 
Red, 
52K Mi,
Stk#6178F

$15,885
*

2011 FORD EXPEDITION 4X4 XLT
Auto,
24K Mi,
Stk#6144F

$28,995
*

2010 CHEVY MALIBU
Auto, 4Cyl, P/W,
P/L, Alloys,
S/Roof, Gold, 
48K Mi, Stk#6051F

$13,897
*

2006 FORD EXPEDITION 4X4
Auto,
7 Passenger,
67K Mi,
Stk#6040F

$13,428
*

2010 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS
Auto, 
Black, 
36K Mi,
Stk#6450F

$15,843
*

2010 MERCURY MILAN
Auto, P/W, P/L,
P/M, M/Roof,
Black, 24K mi,
Stk#5893F

$14,998
*

2009 LINCOLN MKZ
Sunroof, 
Tan, 
42K Mi,
Stk$6230F

$17,890
*

2010 FORD MUSTANG
V6, Auto,
Convertible,
Black, 26K Mi,
Stk#5798F

$18,995
*

Auto, 
Silver, 
34K Mi,
Stk#6387F

$19,987
*

2010 FORD FLEX
Auto, V6, P/W,
P/L, P/M, Blk,
33K Mi,
Stk#5939F

$19,999
*

2010 BMW 128I
Auto,
Gray,
21K Mi,
Stk#6116F

$24,990
*

2010 MERCEDES BENZ C300 AWD
Auto, Gold,
S/Roof,
16K Mi,
Stk#61156F

$27,985
*

2006 FORD 

E250
Auto,
White,
62K Mi,
Stk#6412F$8,999

*

PRE OWNED OUTLET!
ALL MAKES & MODELSSUV’S • 4X4’S • DOMESTICS!IMPORTS! • LUXURY!

ALL MAKES & MODELSSUV’S • 4X4’S • DOMESTICS!IMPORTS! • LUXURY!
BAD

CREDIT,
SO

WHAT!
100%

APPROVAL!

OUR
GOAL
IS

§

If You Have A Current Pay Stub And A Steady Job,You Can Qualify, Regardless Of Past Credit History.
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CARGO
VAN

2008 FORD EXPLORER
Auto, Black,
Lthr, S/Roof,
68K Mi,
Stk#6307F

$16,998
*

2010 LINCOLN MKS
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• ‘I never knew this would 
happen, I would be a city and 
state champion.’

• ‘We’re the team to 
beat every year in 
our league.’

BY ZACH BRAZILLER
Boys and Girls defen-

seman Shakur Pinder is 
known as “The Garbage 
Man” by his teammates be-
cause he does all the dirty 
work — but “savior” may be 
a more apropos title follow-
ing Sunday’s 66–60 victory 
over Mount Vernon in the 
New York State Federation 
Class AA fi nal, the school’s 
fi rst state title of any kind.

The 6-foot-7 reserve set 
the Kangaroos’ slow start 
into motion with his de-
fense, rebounding and shot-
blocking. When he entered, 
Boys and Girls was behind 
12–2 and Mount Vernon 
was getting easy baskets 
inside.

Pinder changed that 
with three fi rst-half blocks 
and four rebounds. He fi n-
ished with just four points, 
but seven rebounds and 
four blocks in outplaying 
Mount Vernon forward Jar-
rell Marshall, a senior with 
Division I looks.

“He changed the game 
defensively,” Boys and Girls 
coach Ruth Lovelace said.

Pinder said he likes his 
nickname, because it’s a 
role not everyone is capa-
ble of fi lling. He said when 
he blocks shots he’s trying 
to send them out like gar-
bage.

Lovelace said a key to 
the Kangaroos’ run was 
getting off to a quick start, 
jumping on top of their op-
ponents. She said Mount 
Vernon would routinely 
land the fi rst punch, but the 
game was a boxing match: 
Mount Vernon connected 
on Sunday and Pinder was 
integral to Boys and Girls 
High’s counter-punching. 

Pinder’s performance 

capped a memorable post-
season for the gritty for-
ward, who supplied Boys 
High with a key inside pres-
ence off the bench.

“If there was a defensive 
award, he would get that,” 
teammate Leroy “Truck” 
Fludd said.

It wasn’t always that 
way. Pinder spent the start 
of the season in Lovelace’s 
doghouse. He considered 
himself an offensive threat; 
he wanted post-up oppor-
tunities. Lovelace saw his 
role as a defender. Wanting 
desperately to make an im-

pact, he bought in.
“It was different, but I 

had to make my coaches 
and teammates happy and 
help us win,” he said.

“I love playing defense, 
I love to get in people’s 
heads,” he said, broadly 
grinning. “I love to guard 
the best player on the other 
team.”

Pinder only started play-
ing organized basketball 
in the 10th grade while he 
was at Cobble Hill. He used 
to mess around, but joined 
the team after prodding 
from classmates and aver-

aged two points and six re-
bounds per game. He trans-
ferred the fall of his junior 
year to Boys High and sat 
out that season, as per Pub-
lic School Athletic League 
eligibility rules.

Then, this winter he 
went from not getting off 
the bench to being one of 
the team’s most valuable 
players and its spark plug 
in the Federation champi-
onship game.

“It’s a dream come true,” 
he said. “I never knew this 
would happen, I would be a 
city and state champion.”

BY ZACH BRAZILLER
Call them Federation 

Champions.
The Boys and Girls’ 

Kangaroos became the 
first Public School Ath-
letic League team to win 
a New York State Federa-
tion Class AA boys bas-
ketball title since 2008 
after taking a command-
ing, 66–60 win over de-
fending champion Mount 
Vernon on Sunday, 
thanks mostly to  the 
scrappy squad’s star Le-
roy “Truck” Fludd, who 
single-handedly scored 
25 points at the Times 
Union Center in Albany. 

And Fludd couldn’t 
be happier about being a 
Federation champion.

“For us to be the first 
team to do it [from Boys 
& Girls], that’s really 
big,” said Fludd, who was 
named the tournament 
MVP.

The performance 
capped a brilliant final 
month to Fludd’s career 
as he faced — and de-
feated — several of the 
state’s top prospects, 
from Mount Vernon’s 

Isaiah Cousins and Lin-
coln’s Isaiah Whitehead 
to St. Raymond’s Daniel 
Dingle and Thomas Jef-
ferson’s Thaddeus Hall.

Boys and Girls coach 
Ruth Lovelace said Fludd 
outshined everyone he 
met in the paint.

“Every big-name 
player on every big-name 
team I felt he outplayed 
them,” Lovelace said. 
“He knocked off all these 
guys he was compared 
to.”

Boys and Girls (26–6), 
the three-time Public 
School Athletic League 
city champion, got off to 
a slow start — it trailed 
9–0 less than two min-
utes in and 12–2 shortly 
thereafter — but a 20–2 
run to close the first half 
swung the momentum 
in the Kangaroos’ favor. 
Junior guard Wesley My-
ers figured into that run 
prominently, scoring 12 
of his 17 points during 
that span. By halftime, 
Boys and Girls led 31–
22 and was in complete 
command.

— Boys and Girls’ Shakur Pinder — Berkeley Carroll coach Walter Paller

Continued on Page 53

VICTORIOUS: Boys and Girls star Leroy Fludd gives a hug to head 
coach Ruth Lovelace after the victory.  Photo by Denis Gostev

THE GARBAGE MAN COMETH: Boys And Girls’ Shakur “Garbage man” Pinder helped his team win the 
Federation Title with his outstanding defensive play. Photo by Denis Gostev

Boys and Girls 
take crown

‘Garbage Man’ a key 
player in Boys title win
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BY ZACH BRAZILLER
There was a time this win-

ter when Walter Paller wasn’t 
sure if he would return to the 
dugout. The longtime Berke-
ley Carroll baseball coach suf-
fered a detached retina in his 
left eye after taking a hard fall. 
Initially, he couldn’t see out of 
it.

“I was trying to fi gure out 
how I was going to keep doing 
this, seeing how I was gonna 
coach out of one eye,” he said.

After surgery, he gained 
enough vision to return for the 
start of the season, even if his 
vision out of the eye isn’t what 
it once was.

“I’m loving it more than 
ever,” he said.

And why wouldn’t he? While 
this year’s Lions, last year’s 
New York State Association of 
Independent Schools Athletic 
Association runner-up, lack 
the experience that dotted their 
roster last year — core seniors 
Robb Paller, Andrew Timko, 
Joey Martinez and Dan Schwartz 
graduated — the tiny Park Slope 
program is once again the odds-on 
favorite to win the Athletic Confer-
ence of Independent Schools and 
could be dangerous come May in 
the private school state tourna-
ment.

Whereas last spring Berkeley 
Carroll relied on seniors, its best 
players are now youngsters, from 
co-aces Anthony Spina and Ian 
Miller to impressive freshman 
shortstop Richie Palacios to sopho-
more catcher Yanai Feldman and 
junior center fi elder Robert Gra-
ham.

“We have a talented team, but 
most of our talent is developing 
talent,” Paller said. “We have four 
seniors on the team, none of whom 
will play college baseball. They are 
good high school players, they are 
good leaders. Our on-fi eld produc-
tion will come from juniors, sopho-
mores and even two freshmen who 
are outstanding and will start.”

Miller, a sophomore right-
hander, nearly upset Poly Prep in 
the New York State Association of 
Independent Schools Athletic As-
sociation title game, tossing fi ve 
brilliant innings. He’ll likely get 
the ball against the Lions’ top foes, 
will play second base when he’s not 
on the mound and also bat second. 
Spina will also hit in the middle 
of the order and see time at sec-
ond and third. Not to be forgotten, 
freshman Chris Harper has shown 
promise and is battling Jacob Ude-

witz and Chris Bowmann for the 
third spot in the rotation.

“He has a chance to be very spe-
cial on the mound,” Paller said of 
Harper.

Palacios, the nephew of former 
major-league catcher Rey Palacios, 
has impressed from the get-go. He 
began the preseason batting in the 
bottom of the lineup and playing 
second, but has been steadily im-
proved his standing.

“Everything I throw at him he 
handles and then some,” Paller 
said. “His role is growing by the 
day in terms of expectations and 
what he is able to handle.”

The program’s seniors, outfi eld-
ers Jesse Chalfi n and Adam Koch-
man, will play important roles as 
leaders, and adding depth to the 
lineup.

Paller’s goal is to win the Ath-
letic Conference of Independent 
Schools  again and make noise in 
the New York State Association of 
Independent Schools Athletic Asso-
ciation tournament. He said the Li-
ons are probably a year away from 
truly contending for a state title be-
cause of their youth, but they aren’t 
looking at it that way.

“That’s a defeatist attitude,” the 
coach said. “You never know who’s 
gonna upset who. We’re still the 
Berkeley Carroll Lions. We’re in 
a unique position. We’re the team 
to beat every year in our league, 
but when it comes to outside of our 
league, we’re a bit of an underdog. 
We get to experience both sides of 
the fence.”

BY MIKE MCAVOY
Poly Prep coach Brooks 

Sweet will tell you that the key 
to any championship lacrosse 
team is depth — something he 
has yet to see if his team en-
compasses.

“I think our starting 10 is as 
good as anybody’s out there,” 
Sweet said. “But it takes more 
than that — you need 16 guys.”

That’s what Sweet and the 
Blue Devils had last year, when 
they won the New York State 
Association of Independent 
Schools Athletic Association ti-
tle with a victory over Hackley, 
completing their 17–3 season. 
Poly Prep graduated nine se-
niors off that team, citing depth 
as a key attribute to the cham-
pionship, so Sweet’s concern 
over the issue is warranted.

“We have a good group of 
seniors that were a part of the 
team last year,” Sweet said. 
“But we’re out here testing 
these younger guys during 
spring break to see who’s going 
to step up.”

Sweet knows one thing for 

certain: senior midfi elder Hugo 
Francis will be a leader for his 
team out on the fi eld.

“He was close to the best 
middy in the league last year,” 
Sweet said. “I have no problem 
with saying he will be the best 
middy this year.”

Sweet went on to call his 
senior midfi elder one of the 
most well-rounded players in 
the city, saying that he is both 
skilled and smart in every as-
pect of the game. Helping out 
Francis will be fellow senior 
Max Goupit, who scored 51 
goals last year.

“He was on target all last 
year, and we’re hoping to have 
some more of the same this 
year,” Sweet said.

Another key veteran return-
ing to the team is goalie Dylan 
Moser, that is if you can con-
sider a sophomore a “veteran.” 
Moser was the goalie for last 
year’s team that captured the 
championship. Sweet is confi -
dent that Moser will only get 
better this year.

“Right now, he’s actually 

getting corrective laser eye 
surgery,” Sweet said. “It’s noth-
ing too serious, just correct-
ing some vision, and he’ll be 
ready to go in time for our fi rst 
game.”

Playing in front of Moser 
will be the Blue Devils’ defense-
men, a trio of juniors that Sweet 
describes as “solid.” Henry 
Plageman, Tommy Walker and 
Adam Loeman fall under the 
heading of the “new guys” who 
Sweet is looking to step up.

Overall, Sweet knows his 
Poly Prep team has some ques-
tions to answer and some holes 
to fi ll. He does not doubt this 
team at all though.

“We’re going to have some 
sophomores and juniors fi ght 
to fi ll some roles,” Sweet said. 
“But I think it’ll make us bet-
ter, and we’re hoping to have a 
good season.”

Poly Prep’s Lacrosse season 
opens up on April 4, when they 
take on the Riverdale Country 
Day School Falcons. 

For more info, visit www.
polyprep.org.

LEADING HIS TEAM: Poly Prep’s Hugo Francis will be the senior leader for the Blue Devils, who are looking to win 
a second straight Independent Schools title. Photo by Robert Cole

STEPPING UP: Ian Miller is one of many tal-
ented youngsters Berkeley Carroll will be 
counting on this year. Photo by Denis Gostev

Poly Prep lacrosse 
looking to net title

Lions favored to 
win state conference
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BY MARC RAIMONDI
A diffi cult season for 

the Nazareth High School 
Lady Kingsmen ended in 
further heartbreak on Sat-
urday when they lost to Ci-
cero-North Syracuse 80–55 
— failing to grasp a second 
straight New York State 
Federation girls basketball 
title that they felt would 
honor the memory of coach 
Apache Paschall, who died 
earlier this year.

“I feel like I let him 
down,” Kingsmen Junior 
Guard Sadie Edwards. “I 
know winning this would 
have been one of his goals 
and we didn’t do it.”

Nazareth fell to Cicero-
North Syracuse at the Times 
Union Center in the Class 
AA Federation semifi nals. 
It capped a heart-wrencing 
year for the Nazareth High 
School hoops players, who 
lost Paschall on Jan. 3 when 
he died after a four-month 
battle with skin cancer, and 
learned that Nazareth was 
in danger of closing in June 
for good. 

Cicero-North Syracuse 
came into the game ranked 
No. 5 in the country by   
USA Today. Nazareth was 
ranked No. 16.

“How can you not be 
proud of them?” Nazareth 
co-coach Lauren Best said 
of her players. “Some adults 
would have fallen apart al-
ready.”

Breanna Stewart, Cice-
ro’s UConn-bound star, was 
unstoppable, setting a ‘AA’ 
Federation single-game re-
cord with 42 points and ty-
ing the Federation record 
for rebounds in a game with 
23. The 6-foot-4 Stewart was 
15-of-20 from the fi eld and 
had six blocks. 

“There’s a lot of emotions 
that factor in the game,” Ci-
cero coach Eric Smith said. 
“I feel bad that we won the 
game and Nazareth didn’t. 
Obviously I want to win, but 
they’ve been through an 
emotional roller coaster.”

Edwards had 19 points 
and Syracuse-bound Bri-
anna Butler added 13 points 
for Nazareth (18–4), which 
was within 54–42 with 2:45 

left in the third before Stew-
art had back-to-back baskets. 

During starting lineups, 
Nazareth players came out 
and touched a poster of Pas-
chall as their names were 
announced. Butler kissed 
her hand and placed it on 
Paschall’s forehead on the 
picture. The poster rested 
on the bench during the 
game.

“I don’t know if there’s 
a team in the country that 
went through what we went 
through this year,” Ed-
wards said. “We just under-
estimated them. It was kind 
of a meltdown for us.”

On Saturday, Cicero-
North Syracuse was a game 
away of becoming the fi rst 
non-city girls basketball 
team to win a Federation 
title since Colonie in 2001. 

“This is where we 
wanted to be,” Stewart said. 
“This is the furthest game 
we can play. Obviously we 

want to win.”
She did just about ev-

erything for Cicero-North 
Syracuse on Saturday, in-
cluding pulling up for a 
three-quarter court three-
pointer at the fi rst-quarter 
buzzer. Smith said that he 
is amazed by Stewart, who 
says she has a 7-foot-1 wing 
span. But he joked that was 
“fairly impressive.”

There is world of uncer-
tainty now for Nazareth. 
Unless the administration 
can meet three criteria 
given by the board of trust-
ees, the school will close in 
June. Edwards said she and 
her underclass teammates 
don’t know where they will 
play next year, but they are 
optimistic Nazareth will re-
main open.

“We’ve been through so 
much this year,” she said. 
“Nothing really fazes us, I 
guess. Things can get worse, 
but how much worse?”

Nazareth’s emotional season 
ends with a crushing loss

Mount Vernon (23–
3) got as close as four 
in the final minute of 
regulation, but Myers 
and Fludd combined to 
hit 7-of-8 free throws to 
ice the victory.

“They went through 
an insane division, 
Brooklyn AA, and they 
came out smiling,” 
Mount Vernon coach 
Bob Cimmino said of 
Boys High. “My hat is 
off to coach Ruth Love-
lace and the Kanga-
roos.”

The Kangaroos’ re-
nowned pressure de-
fense catalyzed the vic-
tory. They pressured 
Mount Vernon into 19 
turnovers and held 
the Knights to 31 per-
cent shooting from the 
field.

“We just put the 
pressure on them, we 
rebounded and we 
played defense,” Fludd 
said. “That’s what this 
team is predicated on 
— defense.”

Boys High now 
heads home with its 
first state title in tow, 
a significant accom-
plishment after failing 
to bring home hard-
ware in the Federation 
tournament the last 
two years. Lovelace, 
additionally, becomes 
the first woman in 
Federation history to 
win a state title coach-
ing boys.

“It completes your 
career,” she said. “To 
come up here two years 
in a row and fall short, 
that’s why it’s so spe-
cial.”

Special is exactly 
the way Fludd de-
scribed his senior year. 
He led the Kangaroos 
to big non-league vic-
tories over Christ the 
King and St. Raymond, 
won at arch-rival Lin-
coln for the first time 
and three-peated as 
city champions.

This weekend was 
the cherry on top, dom-
inant victories over St. 
Raymond and Mount 
Vernon.

“I imagined us com-
pleting every goal we 
wanted to,” Fludd said, 
“and that’s what we 
did.”

Continued from Page 51

Boys

SAD DEFEAT: Nazareth’s players, next to the picture of beloved 
late coach Apache Paschall (pictured below), react to their loss to 
Cicero-North Syracuse. Photos by Denis Gostev
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2519 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY 718.351.4200

SERVICE: 2519 Hylan Blvd • 718-351-4200

NEW 2012 HYUNDAI

ELANTRA
GLS 4DR

LEASE FOR

99*

PER MO. 48 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

1257 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY 718.727.2277

SERVICE: 1590 Hylan Blvd • 718-979-0934

NEW 2012 CHEVY

MALIBU
LS 4DR

Manual, 4-cyl, A/C, pwr steering & brakes, pwr windows & locks, pwr
mirrors, quad air bags, CD, satellite radio, ABS. VIN# CH146368. MSRP:
$17,415. $2,999 down payment + $99 1st month payment + $0 ref
sec deposit + $595 bank fee = $3,693 due at lease signing + tax,
tags & MV fees. Total payments/purchase option = $4,752/$9,229.

1591 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY 718.979.0033

SERVICE: 111 Quintard St • 718-987-7100

1239 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY718.727.6300

SERVICE: 1231 Hylan Blvd • 718-667-9191

1239 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY718.727.6300

SERVICE: 1231 Hylan Blvd • 718-667-9191

NEW 2012 DODGE

JOURNEY
SXT 4DR 

1239 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY718.727.6300

SERVICE: 1231 Hylan Blvd • 718-667-9191

NEW 2012 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY
TOURING 4DR

Auto, V6, A/C, pwr windows & locks, dual air bags, CD, tilt,
cruise, alloys. Stk#J5547. MSRP: $29,435. $2,876 down
payment + $129 1st mo pymt + $0 ref sec dep + $895
bank fee = $3,900 due at lease signing + tax, tags + MV
fees. Total payments/purchase option = $5,031/$15,894.

NEW 2012 JEEP®

LIBERTY 
SPORT 4X4 

Auto, V6, A/C, pwr windows & locks, dual air bags, CD, tilt, alloys.
Stk#5892. MSRP: $26,215.  $2,995 down payment + $149 1st
mo pymt + $0 ref sec dep + $895 bank fee = $4,039 due at
lease signing + tax, tags + MV fees. Total payments/purchase
option = $5,811/$11,796

LEASE FOR

149$ †

PER MO. 39 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

OR BUY FOR

17,495$
SAVE $8,720 OFF MSRP!

LEASE FOR

129$ †

PER MO. 39 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

OR BUY FOR

20,999$
SAVE $8,436 OFF MSRP!

BUY FOR 

22,999$
SAVE $4,681 OFF MSRP!

Prices/Leases/Payments include everything except tax, tags and MV fees. Leases/Payments/Credit based on prime lending source approval. Prices/Leases/Payments include all factory incentives, factory rebates, customer cash rebates and are assigned back to dealer.  *ALL ADV.
PRICES BASED ON A BEACON SCORE OF 750 OR BETTER. MUST TAKE FROM DEALER STOCK BY 3/29/12. Lessee resp for excess wear, tear, maintenance & insurance. Toyota lease includes 12,000 mi per yr, 15 cents thereafter. KIA lease includes 12,000 mi per yr, 20 cents thereafter.
Hyundai lease includes 10,000 mi per yr, 20 cents thereafter. Mazda lease includes 10,000 mi per yr, 15 cents thereafter. Chrysler/Jeep®/Dodge leases include 10,000 mi per yr, 20 cents thereafter. Mitsubishi lease includes 10,000 mi per yr, 20 cents thereafter.  Fiat lease includes
12,000 mi. per yr, 20 cents thereafter. Subaru lease includes 10,000 mi per yr, 15 cents thereafter. Chevy lease includes 10,000 mi per yr, 30 cents thereafter. Purchase options available at lease end at fair market value. Not resp. for typos. In stock units only. Car pictures used are for
illustration purposes only. Offers can not be combined. Advertised prices/offers are based on monthly programs and are subject to change. Low financing rates are in lieu of factory rebates/advertised prices. †Must finance thru GMAC to receive advertised prices. 0% APR may affect
final offer. Toyota/Scion DCA#0811262. FAC#7041296. Subaru DCA#1242494. FAC#7042463. Mitsubishi DCA#1089540. FAC#7090778. Hyundai DCA#0994588. FAC#7081774. Chrysler is a registered trademark of Chrysler LLC. Jeep® is a registered trademark of Chrysler LLC.
Chrysler Jeep® Dodge DCA#1233649. Manfredi Mazda d/b/a Safe Auto Sales. DCA#1242494. DMV#7024515. Chevrolet NYCDCA #1284708. Fac #7105681. Kia DCA#1158553. FAC#7090778. Fiat DCA#1410295. FAC# 7042463

$
Auto, 4-cyl, A/C, pwr steering & brakes, pwr windows & locks, dual
air bags, CD. Stk# C0431. MSRP: $23,255. $2,000 down payment
+ $139 1st month payment + $0 ref sec deposit + $650 bank fee
= $2,789 due at lease signing + tax, tags & MV fees. Total
payments/purchase option = $3,336/$15,755. 

LEASE FOR

139$ *

PER MO. 24 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

LEASE FOR

149$ *

PER MO. 36 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

NEW 2012 TOYOTA

COROLLA 
LE

40
MPG
HWY

27
MPG
CITY

34
MPG
HWY

33
MPG
HWY

MANFREDI
Auto, A/C, pwr windows & locks.  MSRP: $18,560. Stk# TY6004.
$2,399 down payment + $149 1st mo pymt + $0 ref sec dep + $650
bank fee = $3,198 due at lease signing + tax, tags + MV fees. Total
Payments = $5,364. Offer expires 3/29/12.

Auto, V6, A/C, pwr windows & locks, CD, tilt,
cruise, alloys, 7-passenger. Stk#J5672.
MSRP: $27,680. 
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1590 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY 718.979.0934

SERVICE: 111 Quintard St • 718-987-7100

1976 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY 718.727.7000

SERVICE: 1590 Hylan Blvd •718-979-0934

*

NEW 2012 KIA

SORENTO
LX 2WD 4DR

LEASE FOR

139$ *

PER MO. 39 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

Silver. Auto, 4-cyl, A/C, pwr steering & brakes, pwr windows & locks,
pwr mirrors, dual air bags, CD, tilt, cruise. Stk# K3100. MSRP:
$24,255. $2,995 down payment + $139 1st mo pymt + $0 ref sec
dep + $595 bank fee = $3,729 due at lease signing + tax, tags +
MV fees. Total payments/purchase option = $5,421/$13,097.70

1976 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY 718.727.7000

SERVICE: 111 Quintard St • 718-987-7100

NEW 2012 

Mazda3 i
SPORT 4X2 4DR

LEASE FOR

99$ *

PER MO. 36 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

1976 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY 718.727.7000

SERVICE: 1590 Hylan Blvd 718-979-0934

NEW 2012 MITSUBISHI

OUTLANDER SPORT
ES 2WD 4DR

Black. Auto, 4-cyl, pwr brakes, pwr windows & locks, pwr mirrors & trunk,
pwr seats, CD. VIN#JM1BL1VG5C1518200. Stk#Z1467. MSRP: $18,490.
$2,995 down payment + $99 1st mo pymt + $0 ref sec dep + $595
bank fee = $3,689 due at lease signing + tax, tags + MV fees. Total
payments/purchase option = $3,564/$11,278.90.

Auto, 4-cyl, A/C, pwr mirrors & brakes, pwr windows & locks, pwr
seats, dual air bags, cassette, satellite radio, tilt, cruise, alloys.
Stk#M1633. MSRP: $21,285. $2,995 down pymt + $129 1st mo
pymt + $0 ref sec dep + $595 bank fee = $3,719 due at lease
signing + tax, tags + MV fees. Total payments/purchase option =
$4,644/$7,310.

LEASE FOR

129$ *

PER MO. 36 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

ALL LOCATIONS 
OPEN SUNDAYS 11AM-5PM www.facebook.com/manfrediauto

&
FOLLOW US ON

Truth & Honesty

MANFREDIWay!

That’s The 

NO GAMES!
NO GIMMICKS! 
NO HASSLE!
NO KIDDING!

((((

★ Customer Service 

Is Our #1 Priority.

★ We Strongly Believe In Giving 

Back To The Community, 

Just Ask Our Salespeople.

★ Joe & Nick Manfredi Are 

Always Available During 

Regular Business Hours.

★ All Our Dealerships Are 

Conveniently Located 

On Hylan Boulevard.

★ We Treat You Like Our Family.

★ Knowledgeable Salespeople.

★ Honesty & Integrity.

★ We Care About You 

Before & After The Sale.

  

              F

INANCIN

G

AU
TONET 

We Are Members Of:

POINT. SCAN. 
SHOP OUR INVENTORY. 
Download a QR READER to your 
smart phone from the app store.

SHOP ON 
STATEN ISLAND’S
AUTO MILE!
EVERYTHING IS
CONVENIENTLY
LOCATED ON HYLAN
BOULEVARD!

1605 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY 718.979.9595

SERVICE: 1231 Hylan Blvd • 718-667-9191

NEW 2012 FIAT

500 POP
HATCHBACK 2DR

NEW 2012 SUBARU

FORESTER
2.5X AWD 4DR 
WITH ALLOY 
WHEEL  PKG.

LEASE FOR

189$ *

PER MO. 36 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

Auto, 4-cyl, A/C, pwr steering & brakes, pwr windows & locks, pwr
mirrors, quad air bags, CD, tilt, cruise, rear defroster, cloth interior.
Stk#S7474. MSRP: $23,800. $2,999 down pymt + $189 1st mo
pymt + $0 ref sec dep + $595 bank fee = $3,783 due at lease
signing + tax, tags + MV fees. Total payments/purchase option =
$6,804/$14,280.

IS NOW OPEN!

LEASE FOR

59$ *

PER MO. 42 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

OR BUY FOR

12,995$
SAVE $3,205 OFF MSRP!

0% APR
FINANCING

up to 60 months available

White. Manual, 4-cyl, A/C, pwr steering & brakes, pwr windows &
locks, pwr mirrors, quad air bags, CD. Stk# F1073. MSRP: $16,200.
$4595 down payment + $0 1st month payment + $0 ref sec
deposit + $0 bank fee = $4595 due at lease signing + tax, tags &
MV fees. Total payments/purchase option = $2,478/$6,560. 

Family Owned 
and Operated by 

Joe & Nick Manfredi

WWW.MANFREDIAUTO.COM
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*CALL FOR DETAILS. CASH FOR CARS, MOTORCYCLES & BOATS IS A DIVISION OF GIUFFRE AUTO GROUP, BROOKLYN, NY. 
NYCDMV#1385342, NYCDCA#7112016.

CALL 
NOW: 917-733-3629

Why Sell It Yourself and Deal With 
Crazies Coming To Your home?

Instant Cash $$$$
Higest Payout$

No Obligation$

We do all the
 paperwork

$

No Hidden Costs 
or Fees

$

We Buy Out Your 
Existing Lease*

$

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier
Entertainment Guide

YOUR COMPLETE DIRECTORY TO 
NIGHTLIFE, DINING & MORE




































