
SERVING BAY RIDGE & DYKER HEIGHTS

Apr. 5-11, 2012

A CNG Publication • Vol. 67 No. 14 

BY DANIEL BUSH
The soon-to-open Barclays 

Center snagged the Golden Gloves 
amateur box-

ing fi nals 
from Madison 
Square Gar-

den, dealing its 
world-famous 
rival in Man-

hattan a big blow 
in the budding 

rivalry between the two high-pro-
fi le arenas.

The nation’s best young box-
ers will slug it out at the $1-billion 
arena on Flatbush and Atlantic 
avenues next year instead of at 
the aging but recently-rehabbed 
Manhattan venue — marking the 
fi rst time in the contest’s 86-year 
history that fi ghters won’t take 
their corners in the squared cir-
cle at Madison Square Garden, of-
fi cials at Barclays announced on 

Continued on Page 15

Hated loading zone is no more
BY WILL BREDDERMAN

City offi cials removed a contro-
versial loading zone in front of the 
Goustaro Eatery on Fourth Avenue 
this week, ending months of com-
plaints from residents and motorists 
who claimed that the “No Standing” 
signs were confusing and took up 
valuable parking spaces on the car-

clogged commercial strip.
The city installed the signs near 

93rd Street last November at the re-
quest of Goustaro owner Ted Mous-
takas, who said he needed a drop-off 
spot for his delivery trucks. 

But it didn’t take long for the com-
plaints to roll in: motorists said the 

Continued on Page 15

Four-year-old Jennifer Geng met the Easter bunny at the Easter 
egg hunt in Dyker Park on March 31, where kids tried their luck to 
see how many eggs they could fi nd. For more on the egg-citing 
event, see page 4. Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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By Eli Rosenberg

Some people are treating Brooklyn’s backyard like it’s the bor-
ough’s vegetable garden.

Intrepid foodies are foraging for greens in Prospect Park, and 
they say it’s more sustainable, more affordable, and more enjoyable than 
shopping at the farmer’s market — even though it’s against park rules.

“Free food is good!” said Leda Meredith, a foraging pro who will 
bring a band of gatherers to the green space on April 15 before a four-
course meal inspired by foraged fare at the Farm on Adderly in Ditmas 
Park.

“You get to interact with the natural landscape in a way that helps 
the environment — and there is this great treasure hunt aspect to it,” 
said Meredith, who’s been leading tours of Prospect Park for more than 
a decade.

And now’s the time to do it: Prospect Park edibles are sprouting early 
this year, due to the second warmest New York City winter on record.

Wild greens, edible flowers, wild garlic, and early mushrooms are 
just a few of the goodies popping up in the borough’s biggest park — 
and Meredith says the season’s bounty is one of the best in years.

“It is phenomenal right now because of the warm winter,” she said. 
“There’s a double abundance of things out there as well as plants you 
wouldn’t normally see for another month.”

The people behind the Farm on Adderly say the move toward forag-

ing is just the natural extension of dominant trends in the foodie move-
ment, from organic fare to locavore cooking.

“People are realizing how much better food is when it comes from 
nearby and it doesn’t have to travel at all,” said the locavore lounge’s 
events coordinator Stephen Sheffer, whose restaurant does not plan to 
serve food foraged from Prospect Park at the meal. “Plus, that’s at the 
crux of the philosophy of the restaurant.”

Foraging is forbidden  under parks rules , which stipulate that plants 
and flowers cannot be removed from greenspaces, a Parks Department 
spokeswoman said.

But foragers insist they are helping the environment and doing the 
work of Parks employees for free by clearing the park of invasive plants 
and weeds that just happen to be edible — and tasty.

“If I’m digging up burdock root you could say I’m damaging park 
property, but on the other hand, the Parks Department brings in people 
to come in and weed out things like burdock because it’s invasive,” said 
Meredith. “But you do have to be sure that you’re harvesting in a way 
that doesn’t disturb the environment.”

“Forage and Dine” foraging tour in Prospect Park and dinner at 
the Farm on Adderley [1108 Cortelyou Rd. between East 11th Street 
and Westminster Road in Ditmas Park, (718)287-3101] April 15, $80. 
Tour begins at 1 pm, dinner at 8 pm. For info, email thefarmonadder-
leyevents@gmail.com.

Foragers get greens exploiting 
the gray areas of park rules

Eating local: Foraging extraordinaire 
Leda Meredith samples a redbud 
tree in Prospect Park. 

Photo by Stefano Giovannini By Eli Rosenberg

Foraging in Prospect Park can be 
nutritious, delicious, and a little 
bit illegal — but tickets from park 

rangers aren’t the only thing locavores 
should fear. Poisonous and toxic plants 
abound in the park. This is by no means 
a comprehensive guide, but here’s a 
quick list of three things that are safe to 
eat in the park — and three things that 
aren’t. (Of course, check with an expert 
before eating any plant).

SAFE
Dandelion

A plant for resourceful times, dan-
delion has greens, 
flowers, and roots that 
are all good to eat. And 
you can make wine 
from them!

Garlic Mustard Greens
The greens are delicious — and 

invasive — so you can 
get your dinner and 
feel like you’re doing a 
good thing by harvest-
ing them, too.

Burdock Root
Yes, you can get burdock, also 

known as gobo, at the 
farmer’s market or the 
Park Slope Food Co-Op 
— but why deal with 
hassle or cost when you 
can pull up the root all 
over Prospect Park yourself?

NOT SAFE
Poison Hemlock

It looks like fennel and has a simi-
lar licorice-like aroma, 
but hemlock is not a 
plant to ingest. Socrates 
famously drank a cup 
of tea made from the 
stuff after being con-
demned to death in 399 BC.

Pokeweed
Various parts of the invasive plant 

can be consumed if 
prepared properly at 
the right time of the 
year, but for the most 
part the plant, its ber-
ries, and its roots are toxic.

Poisonous nightshade
Part of the same plant family that 

includes potatoes, egg-
plants, and chili pep-
pers, it can be deadly. 
Don’t be fooled by the 
berries!

Foraging dos 
and don’ts 
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BY DANIEL BUSH
Coney Island’s oldest wa-

tering hole is in the middle 
of a brand planking new 
makeover.

The owner of Ruby’s Bar 
is using discarded Board-
walk wood to spruce up the 
Great Depression-era dive’s 
honky-tonk interior — en-
suring that the beach-front 
saloon will retain some of 
its old-school charm when 
its glitzy renovation is com-
pleted.

Michael Sarrel, who 
owns the beloved 78-year-
old beer-and-burger joint on 
the Boardwalk near Still-
well Avenue, said he hopes 
the addition of the planks, 
which are slowly being re-
moved from the Boardwalk 
as the Parks Department 
begins replacing sections 
of the famed esplanade with 
concrete and plastic boards, 
will make longtime Coney 
Island beachgoers feel right 
at home.

“We want to make sure 
that we keep all of our 
loyal customers,” Sarrel 
said. “Using the Boardwalk 
wood was the perfect way to 
do that.”

Sarrel is spending $10,000 
to rebuild Ruby’s bar with 
wood from the walkway. 
The taproom’s wainscot-
ing, bathroom and parts of 
its ceiling will also feature 
pieces of repurposed timber 
from the iconic Boardwalk, 
which opened in 1923.

Sarrel said he got the 
wood for free from the 
Parks Department, which 
ripped up sections of the 
Boardwalk as part of its 
$30-million renovation of 
the aging, 2.3-mile span, 
which stretches from Brigh-
ton Beach to Sea Gate.

Bringing the Board-

walk to Ruby’s is just one 
phase of an expensive face-
lift that Sarrel said is cost-
ing him more than $100,000 
— but the bar would likely 
have been torn down alto-
gether had it not been for 
a last-second agreement to 
keep it intact.

Ruby’s was one of the so-
called “Boardwalk Eight” 
— longtime Coney busi-
nesses that fought to stay 
alive after Central Amuse-
ment International was 
given control of their leases 

by the city in 2009 with a 
mandate to transform the 
People’s Playground into an 
upscale, year-round tourist 
destination full of hotels, 
restaurants and new attrac-
tions.

In 2010, a  court ordered  
Central Amusement to let 
seven of the businesses re-
main open for one more sea-
son, after the amusement 
giant tried to replace them 
with fancier shops.

Last year, Ruby’s and 
Paul’s Daughter  signed 

deals to stay on the Board-
walk , provided they get 
costly makeovers. But the 
rest of the shops —  includ-
ing Cha-Cha’s Bar and Beer 
Island  — were forced to 
close.

Sarrel said Ruby’s will 
feature new fl oors, lighting, 
and bathrooms in addition 
to the decorative strips of 
Boardwalk lumber.

Boardwalk lovers cheered 
Ruby’s decision to preserve a 
piece of the promenade.

“It keeps a historic part 

of Coney Island alive,” said 
Todd Dobrin, the president 
of Friends of the Board-
walk.

Last month a city panel 
 approved the Parks Depart-
ment’s plan  to replace a sec-
tion of the Boardwalk in 
Brighton Beach with con-
crete and recycled plastic 
lumber —  angering resi-
dents  who fear the project 
will pave the way for the 
city to turn the rest of the 
walkway into an ordinary 
sidewalk.

Ruby’s Bar gives new life to historic Boardwalk’s discarded wood

OLD-SCHOOL: (Above) Ruby’s owner Michael Sarrel shows off the 
Depression-era dive bar’s reclaimed planks, taken from the leg-
endary Coney Island Boardwalk. (Top right) A construction worker 
helps give ripped up planks a new life. (Right) Work progresses on 
the gutted interior of Ruby’s.
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TAKING A STAND: Manager Sammy Kassen holds up a list of 
signatures from customers supporting his food cart, Middle 
Eastern Halal Cart. (Below) Bar owner Tony Gentile was alleg-
edly mowed down by Kassen’s cart. 
 Community Newspaper Group / Will Bredderman

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A scrape over a Bay Ridge sidewalk 

escalated into an all-out war last Sat-
urday, when a controversial halal cart 
mowed down a Fifth Avenue bar owner 
during a fi ght over a coveted corner 
spot, witnesses claim.

Sammy Kassen, manager of the 
Middle Eastern Halal Cart, was trying 
to reclaim his food wagon’s location at 
the corner of Fifth Avenue and 86th 
Street on March 24, a spot taken away 
from him after  someone quietly placed 
two benches atop his normal hangout  
under the cover of darkness, when sev-
eral merchants, including Lone Star 
Bar owner Tony Gentile — a longtime 
critic of Kassen’s cart — created a hu-
man barricade, preventing him from 
backing in.

Kassen moved aside several news-
paper boxes — a Bay Ridge Courier bin 
among them — and was maneuvering 
into the spot he made for himself when he 
reportedly backed into Gentile.

Imam Hassanain, who works at the 
Halal Express Food stand across the 
street, said he saw Gentile fall. 

“A guy was blocking him saying ‘you 
can’t come in here,’ then he brought the 
cart in and knocked the guy down,” 

Hassanain remembered.
An FDNY spokesman said an ambu-

lance brought someone suffering from 
arm and leg injuries from 86th Street 
and Fifth Avenue to Lutheran Medical 
Center at 4:35 pm. Cops from the 68th 
Precinct also responded to a verbal al-
tercation and assault, but no arrests 
were made. 

Gentile declined to comment for 
this story. 

Kassen said the merchants didn’t want 
him setting up shop near the corner.

“They were saying, ‘Hey, you can’t 
come in here.’ We said, ‘We just want to 
do business,’ ” Kassen said. “We got out 
and we argued, and there was a crowd 
blooming around us.”

A police source said that Middle 
Eastern’s permits are in order, so, if 
any charges were fi led, Gentile would 
have been taken away in handcuffs 
since he was preventing a permitted 
merchant from doing business on a city 
sidewalk.

Councilman Vincent Gentile (D-
Bay Ridge) — who is not related to the 
bar owner — was getting a haircut at 
a nearby barbershop when the confl ict 
broke out, and tried to mediate the dis-
pute, according to spokesman Justin 

Brannan.
“He just tried to cool things down, 

until cooler heads could prevail,” Bran-
nan said. “The whole situation needs to 
be worked out by the business improve-
ment district.” 

Fifth Avenue merchants have been 
complaining about the Middle Eastern 
Halal Cart for months, claiming that 
the gyro seller pollutes the sidewalk, 
attracts rowdy drunks, and gets off 
without paying the same steep rents as 
brick-and-mortar restaurants.

In fact, Gentile was hoping to uproot 
the food cart by installing fl ower beds 
on its prime piece of sidewalk real es-
tate when the benches mysteriously 
popped up sometime after 4 am — after 
Kassen closed up shop for the night.

Kassen said that Middle Eastern 
wants to return to the spot it occupied 
prior to the benches’ enigmatic appear-
ance, and that the business has been in 
touch with attorneys and city agencies 
about getting the new street seats un-
bolted from the pavement.

“We called 311, we called the De-
partment of Transportation, and they 
all said the same thing — these benches 
are illegal and they’re looking into it,” 
Kassen said.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Owners of a Halal cart that 

lost a prime selling spot when two 
benches were illegally installed 
on Fifth Avenue near 86th Street 
last month are taking their fi ght 
to remain in Bay Ridge to the 
streets — and the courts. 

Sammy Kassen, the manager 
of Middle Eastern Halal Cart, 
which has sold gyros and other 
Middle Eastern delicacies to hun-
gry pedestrians at the corner for 
more than two and a half years, 
wants the city to uproot a pair of 
benches that apparently sprouted 
out of the pavement in the wee 
hours of the morning on March 23 
— forcing his cart to relocate fur-
ther down the block.

No one has taken credit for 
bolting the two mismatched metal 
benches to the sidewalk, and the 
Department of Transportation 
has said it did not authorize their 
installation — which Kassen sees 
as an underhanded effort to dis-
place his business.

“Somebody put the illegal 
benches in,” Kassen said. 

Kassen’s staff are currently 
asking customers to sign a state-
ment supporting the cart and 

criticizing local business owners, 
who Kassen believes are behind 
the benches. 

He has also recruited the help 
of the Street Vendor Project, a le-
gal advocacy group affi liated with 
the Urban Justice Center that 
fi ghts for the rights of street ven-
dors across the city.  

Street Vendor Project spokes-
man Sean Basinski said displac-
ing a food cart is akin to barricad-
ing a merchant’s doorway — and 
shouldn’t be tolerated.

“It’s physical intimidation by 
putting a structure in the street,” 
Basinski said. “Vendors who have 
been selling from a legal cart, in 
a legal vending area, have been 
put out of work. It’s an injustice to 
them and their families and it’s an 
injustice to the neighborhood and 
the people who like to eat there.”

Basinski said that Middle 
Eastern Halal Cart would be well 
within its rights to tear out the 
benches, but called such a move 
“a last resort.”

Yet Councilman Vincent Gen-
tile (D-Bay Ridge) says the busi-
nesses renting storefront space 
are the ones truly getting the 
shaft as more and more food carts 

roll into Bay Ridge.
“How can a brick-and-mortar 

business owner — who is already 
paying a premium to rent a store-
front on a main strip while cover-
ing business and property taxes, 
water bills and private sanitation 
— compete with a ‘here today, 

gone tomorrow’ food cart?” asked 
Gentile, who is backing legislation 
that would subject mobile vendors 
to the same city letter-grading sys-
tem restaurant owners face, and 
has asked the city to streamline 
and update its statutes on food 
cart permits and placement.

Patrick Condren, manager of 
the 86th Street Business Improve-
ment District, an alliance of local 
small business owners, agreed 
with Gentile, and believes the cur-
rent surge of food wagons could 
have dire long-term consequences 
for the city.

“At the rates things are going, 
in 10 years you’re going to have ev-
erybody selling stuff on the street 
and nobody paying property 
taxes,” Condren said. 

But Basinski says studies have 
shown that food carts do not neg-
atively affect brick-and-mortar 
businesses. Cart owners, just like 
restaurant owners, have to pay 
sales taxes and permit fees, and 
they also have to rent garages to 
store their wagons at night, he 
said, adding that racial prejudice 
may be behind the apparent ha-
tred against street vendors like 
the Middle Eastern Halal Cart.

“Vendors are always the new-
est of immigrants,” Basinski said. 
“Folks who have been here longer 
feel insecure when they have new 
people coming in. You can pick up 
from the language that opponents 
are using that there is some racial 
bias against vendors”

 Dispute over controversial vendor ends in injuries

Halal cart fi ghts for its right to stay on Fifth Avenue

Ridge food cart fracas

BAFFLING BENCHES: This pair of seats mysteriously appeared overnight on FIfth 
Avenue close to the corner of 86th Street. At the exact spot where Middle Eastern 
Halal Cart usually sets up shop. Community Newspaper Group / Will Bredderman
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
In spite of damp gray 

weather, hundreds of kids 
ran down the bunny trails 
of Dyker Park in search 
of plastic eggs during the 
first ever 13th Avenue 
Merchants’ Easter Egg 
Hunt on Saturday. 

The well-attended event 
also featured an egg-and-
spoon race, face painting, 
a DJ, a raffle, and a special 
appearance by the Easter 

bunny, thrilling all those 
there.

In fact, the hunt was so 
well attended that volun-
teers from the 13th Avenue 
Merchants group quickly 
ran out of the 200 goodie 
bags — full of books, fris-
bees, and school supplies, 
all courtesy of Merchants’ 
member stores — that 
they were giving away at 
the entrance to the park. 
And even with 1,000 plas-

tic eggs scattered about 
the grounds, the event’s 
managers said there 
were barely enough to 
go around. The new Mer-
chants co-president, Ta-
tiana Nicoli, said she and 
her fellow leader Domin-
ick Sarta didn’t realize 
just how popular the egg 
hunt would be.

“Being our first year, 
we didn’t know what to ex-
pect.,” said Nicoli, owner 

of Boulevard Books and 
Cafe between 75th and 
76th streets.

Nicoli added that the 
huge turn-out was a good 
sign, as she and Sarta 
hope to turn the event into 
a yearly tradition. 

“The community keeps 
us open. People choose to 
come into stores in their 
neighborhood and spend 
their money there instead 
of going somewhere else.”

EGG-STRAVAGANT: Angelica Collado, 18 months, picked up plenty 
of sweets at the Dyker Heights egg hunt. 

Kids charge Dyker Park in search of eggs

COUNTING HER EGGS: (Left) Little Maria Hlinka shows off her 
stash as (above) kids compete to see who can fi nd the most eggs.
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham
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BY DANIEL BUSH
Classic attractions stole 

the show at Coney Island’s 
summer season kickoff on 
April 1.

Crowds fl ocked to the 
landmark 85-year-old Cy-
clone roller coaster, which 
gave its fans a free inau-
gural spin after offi cials, 
led by Borough President 
Markowitz, christened the 
ride with a ceremonial bot-
tle of egg cream, and the 
92-year-old Deno’s Wonder 
Wheel, where the fi rst 100 
people in line received a 
half-price whirl.

“The level of enthusi-
asm from the fi rst riders of 
Deno’s Wonder Wheel and 
the Cyclone point to a great 
summer season ahead,” 
said Nate Bliss, the presi-
dent of the Coney Island De-
velopment Corporation, the 
government agency that’s 
slowly transforming the 
People’s Playground into a 
glitzy year-round tourist 
destination.

The rides might be his-
toric, but both got high-tech 
makeovers: the Cyclone de-
buted several hundred feet 
of  new track  meant to give 
riders a smoother, less rick-
ety experience, while the 
Wonder Wheel added  solar-
powered lights .

Several other old-school 
Coney icons are also get-
ting fancy face-lifts — in-
cluding Ruby’s Bar and 
Paul’s Daughter, two busi-
nesses that landlord Central 
Amusement International 
agreed to bring back to the 
Boardwalk, along with an 
expanded Nathan’s hot dog 
stand, and a new outpost 
for the legendary Prospect 

Heights eatery Tom’s Res-
taurant. 

Central Amusement’s 19-
ride Luna Park also opened 
to fans on Sunday. The 
amusement giant is plan-
ning to expand its Scream 
Zone with a  go-cart track  
and the 110-foot high Sky 
Coaster, which will swing 
riders through the air at 
speeds of up to 60-miles-per-
hour, this summer.

The amusement district’s 
rides will be open on week-

ends until Memorial Day, 
then seven days per week 
through Labor Day.

But some longtime fa-
vorites will be missing this 
season: 

Beer Island, Cha-Cha’s 
Bar, and three other Board-
walk shops were evicted 
by Central Amusement to 
make way for fancier stores, 
though Cha-Cha’s is plan-
ning to reopen a restaurant 
on Surf Avenue and a  new 
neighborhood bar .

TAKING THE PLUNGE: The iconic wooden roller coaster is just as 
scary as ever. Photo by Steve Solomonson

CONEY’S BACK!
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Children’s Daycamp
Pool and Beach Swimming, Adult and 
Children Activities, Restaurants, Athletics,
Fun, Sun and more...
Minutes from Brooklyn and Queens

Silver Gull Club and Breezy Point Surf Club are authorized 
concessionaires of Gateway National Recreation Area, National Park 
Service, Department of the Interior
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Ask your doctor to prescribe medical equipment and incontinence products (liners, diapers, etc.), and call us with your order!

BATHROOM
SAFETY

RESPIRATORY CARE / 
DIABETIC SUPPLY:

PAIN MANAGEMENT:

to place an order call: 888.233.9039

ATTENTION
ALL

POWER MOBILITY 
USERS!

BORBAS PHARMACY 
REPAIRS MOBILITY AIDS IN 

ALL BOROUGHS OF NYC!
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The State Liquor Au-

thority gave an embattled 
64th Street karaoke club 
accused of allowing under-
age drinking and drug use 
a chance to clean up its act      
— but that second chance 
came at a steep price.

The agency was poised 
to pull Crown KTV’s liquor 
licence, but, after meeting 
with pleading club repre-
sentatives on Tuesday, said 
the violence-scarred night-
spot could continue to sell 
booze — as long as they 
pay a whopping $30,000 in 
violations. The new fi nes 
will be in addition to the 
$7,000 in penalties the busi-
ness racked up earlier this 
month, agency spokesman 
Bill Crowley said.

Crown KTV owners 
have just 20 business days 
to cough up the dough or 
the Authority will cancel 
its license. The State Liquor 
Authority will also keep 
a close eye on the karaoke 
club for the foreseeable fu-
ture, Crowley explained. 

“The board chairman 
was very clear at the meet-
ing that if there were any 
more violations in the next 
year, their license will be 
revoked,” said Crowley. 

Five people were stabbed 
outside the club between 
Eighth and Ninth avenues 
last summer after a fi ght 
inside spilled out onto the 
street. The bar has also 

come under fi re for allow-
ing teenage drinking and 
drug use.

The Zheng family, which 
owns Crown KTV, declined 
to comment on the state’s 
decision, but Crown KTV’s 
attorney Paul Ascher said 
his clients were ecstatic 
over the reprieve — despite 
the $37,000 in fi nes now 
hanging over their heads.

“We are delighted with 
the decision of the State Li-
quor Authority to allow us 
to remain in business,” said 
Ascher. “We intend to fully 
cooperate with the com-
munity board and with the 
community and continue to 
be a valuable member of the 
community.”

Community Board 
10, which represents Bay 
Ridge, voted unanimously 

to oppose the renewal of the 
night spot’s liquor license, 
though the board’s role is 
only advisory. CB10 Police 
and Public Safety Chair-
man George Fontas cited a 
history of “criminal activi-
ties on the premises” as a 
reason for the board’s deci-
sion. 

But Crown KTV man-
ager Eric Zheng  defended 
the bar  last summer, claim-
ing that drugs — especially 
cocaine — aren’t popular 
with his clientele, which is 
almost exclusively Chinese.

Still, Zheng confessed 
that the club’s security could 
have done more to prevent 
last summer’s stabbing.

“We probably could have 
done better,” Zheng said. 
“By the time we got out 
there, the fi ght was over.”

Crown KTV gets to keep liquor license

SECOND CHANCE: The State Liquor Authority is giving manager 
Eric Zheng and Crown KTV — a club accused of allowing underage 
drinking and drug use — a second chance.  File photo by Dan MacLeod

Boozy reprieve for 
embattled club 

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838 718-646-4659

NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.    
     That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Sucker punch
Two thugs bashed a local immigrant’s 

teeth in and stole his wallet and neck 
chain after asking him to show them his 
green card on Third Avenue on April 1.

The man said that he was near 76th 
Street in front of Tanoreen Restaurant 
at 2:40 am when he became the victim of 
a nasty trick. Two goons called him over 
and asked him how he was doing, then re-
quested he show them his identifi cation. 
When the victim reached for his wallet, 
the pair of punks both punched him in 
the face, bloodying his mouth and knock-
ing out several of his teeth, he told police. 
The crooks then took his wallet and gold 
necklace.

Bad odor
A thief kicked down the door of a Third 

Avenue apartment and made off with elec-
tronics and cologne while the tenant was 
away between March 30 and April 1. 

The victim told cops he left his home 
between 73rd and 74th streets at 8 am on 
March 30 and came back on April 1 at 12:30 
pm, only to fi nd that his door was kicked 
in, and a TV, cable box, modem, surge pro-
tector, and his bottle of manly scent were 
all missing. 

Unpleasant dreams
A crook came in to an Oliver Street 

home through the bathroom window 
while the homeowner was sleeping on 
March 27 — and snatched her computer, 
wallet, and briefcase.

The victim told the police that she 
dozed off in her apartment between Shore 
Road and Marine Avenue at 11 pm. When 
she woke up at 4:30 am, she realized that 
she had been robbed of her Macbook Pro, 
credit cards, suitcase, and identifi cation.

— Will Bredderman

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Service cut
A knife-wielding thug robbed a man 

on Avenue P on March 28, taking his cell-
phone.

The victim, 16, told police that he was 
between W. Sixth and W. Seventh streets 
at 3:45 pm when the crook approached him 
and drew the blade. “Give me all your s---,” 
the goon barked, before taking the teenag-
er’s phone and fl eeing.

Clothing crook
A goon robbed a 13-year-old kid on 

Bath Avenue on March 28, taking some of 
his clothes.

The victim told police that he was near 
Bay 37th Street at around 3 pm when the 
thug approached and took the youngster’s 
North Face sweater and other clothes.

Pay day
A thief robbed an 83rd Street apart-

ment on March 30, taking jewelry and 
cash.

The crook entered the home between 
24th and Stillwell avenues through the 
front door sometime after 8:45 am, taking 
$2,000 and jewelry, cops said.

Jewel thief
A crook robbed a W. Second Street 

apartment on March 24, taking jewelry 
and electronics.

The intruder broke into the home 
between Avenue P and Quentin Road 
through the front door sometime after 
2:30 pm, taking various electronics and 
jewelry, cops said.

Choked
A thug assaulted another man inside 

his Bay Parkway apartment on April 1.
The victim told police that he was 

inside his home between 81st and 82nd 
streets at 5 pm when the goon punched 
him in the face and began choking him.

Car crook
A thief pilfered a car parked on 20th 

Avenue on April 1, taking cash and other 
valuables worth more than $1,500.

The victim told police that he parked 
his car near Shore Parkway at 8:35 pm. 
When he returned, his passenger-side win-
dow was smashed and $420, sunglasses, 
and other valuables were missing.

— Colin Mixson

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—SEAGATE

Hit with chair
A 17-year-old was arrested on March 28 

after he allegedly attacked a woman with 
a chair on Mermaid Avenue.

The victim told police that she was 
near Stillwell Avenue when a group of 
people approached her. That’s when the 
teen attacked, she said. 

She remained on the ground until 
paramedics arrived. Cops arrested a sus-
pect, charging him with assault.

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—MANHATTAN BEACH—

GRAVESEND

Bat attack
Two people were arrested this week for 

participating in a brutal March 28 attack 
on Bedford Avenue that left a man with se-
rious head injuries, cops said.

Witnesses told police that the two ap-
proached their victim between Shore 
Parkway and Emmons Avenue at 6:30 pm 
armed with a gun and a baseball bat.

The duo then attacked, striking the 
victim in the head repeatedly with the 
baseball bat, said police, who did not dis-
close a motive for the bloodshed.

Cops arrested two suspects a short 
time later, charging them with attempted 
murder and assault.

Robbery spree
Police arrested a 20-year-old man who 

they say has been breaking into Sheep-
shead Bay apartments since February.

Offi cials say the man was seen fl eeing 
an E. 16th Street apartment through an 
open fi re escape window on March 29. 

Investigators believe that the same 
man broke into two apartments on Ocean 
Avenue and two apartments on E. 16th 
Street, as well as an apartment on Shore 
Parkway.

Each time, the thief would scale the 
building’s fi re escape and check windows 
to see if they were unlocked, according to 
cops.

Family affair
Cops apprehended two brothers and a 

sister who they say tried to rob a woman 
on E. 16th Street on March 31.

Investigators say the woman was near 
Avenue X at 7:30 pm when the siblings — 
all teens — tried to snatch the victim’s 
purse. 

70TH PRECINCT
FLATBUSH—MIDWOOD

Coin con
A man who swiped 60 silver dollar 

coins from a Minna Street home on March 
1 was arrested this week when the coins 
started showing up at local pawn shops, 
said cops.

Police said the coins were discovered 
missing from the home near Chester Av-
enue on March 1. On Mach 10, the 20-year-
old suspect dropped off 20 of the coins at 
a pawn shop, then one more at the same 
location on March 16, cops said. 

The coins were valued at more than 
$1,000, said police. 

Receipt raid
Police arrested a 50-year-old man who 

they said tried to palm a $20 bill from a 
Flatbush Avenue merchant on March 31.

Witnesses inside the store near Corte-
lyou Road said that the suspect came in-
side at 6:15 pm, reached over the counter, 
and snagged the bill sitting on the victim’s 
receipt book.

Rock head
A 29-year-old man was arrested last 

week for allegedly throwing rocks at a 
woman on E. 18th Street, then attacking 
the woman’s Lexus the next day.

Police said that the woman was be-
tween Albemarle and Beverly roads at 4:25 
pm when the jerk began throwing stones 
at her as she crossed the street. The vic-
tim called the police, but the man couldn’t 
be found — until the next day, when he 
was seen attacking the woman’s car with 
a broomstick, cops said.

Punched in face
A 21-year-old man was arrested on 

March 29 for allegedly assaulting a woman 
on Clarkson Avenue.

Police said the victim and her assail-
ant were arguing between Bedford and 
Flatbush avenues at 9 am when the sus-
pect punched her in the face, leaving her 
with minor injuries.

Break-in
Cops arrested a 44-year-old man who 

they say broke into a car parked on Cor-
telyou Road and took the navigation sys-
tem.

Police say the suspect smashed a pas-
senger-side window to the 1999 Honda Ac-
cord parked near E. 17th Street, removing 
the digital box of maps, shortly after 3 am. 
Cops arrested a suspect a short time later, 
charging him with criminal mischief and 
criminal possession of stolen property.

— Thomas Tracy

63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

Suckered
Two crooks robbed a cabbie with a sim-

ulated gun on E. 52nd Street on March 27, 
taking $35 and his cellphone.

The victim told police that he dropped 
the thieves off near Avenue U at 5:45 pm, 
where one of the crooks mimed a fi rearm 
and took the driver’s valuables.

Playground punks
Cops arrested four thieves for alleg-

edly robbing a 13-year-old boy inside an 
Avenue N playground on March 28.

The victim told police that he was in 
the playground near E. 66th Street at 5:45 
pm when the four crooks sorrounded him 
and took his Wildfi re cellphone.

— Colin Mixson
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A Columbo crime family hit man who’s admitted to 
murdering several people dished the dirt on his “friend” 
Dino “Big Dino” Calabro in court on Monday, describing 
all of the attrocities the suspected murderer committed.

Joseph “Joey Caves” Competiello, an acknowledged 
member of the Colombo crime family, admitted to several 
horrendous crimes himself, according to the New York 
Post, telling Brooklyn jurors on Monday that he had com-
mitted several murders, a bungled bank robbery, and the 
theft of large quantities of laundry detergent.

But he committed some of the crimes with “My friend 
Dino,” Competiello told shocked jurors, when an assis-
tant U.S. Attorney asked him to identify any other mem-
bers of the Columbo crime family in the Brooklyn court-
room.

Competiello, who claims to have an iron-clad plea ar-
rangement with federal prosecutors, also accused Cala-
bro’s co-defendant Thomas “Tommy shots” Gioeli of be-
ing his former street boss.

It was the latest bombshell to hit the two-week-old 
trial over Calabro and Gioeli, reputed mob button men 
who have been accused of committing several murders, 
including the slaying of Sheepshead Bay cop Ralph Dols.

Prosecutors claim that Gioeli killed Dols after open-
ing fi re on the off-duty cop as he left the apartment he 
shared with Kimberly Kennaugh, the ex-wife of then-Co-
lombo acting boss Joel Cacace. 

Cacace ordered the hit against Dols — even though he 

was an NYPD housing cop — because he felt disrespected 
that his ex-wife was sleeping with a police offi cer, Posa 
told the jury.

But Gioeli’s attorneys swatted away the testimony 
from turncoat mobsters — claiming that Calabro was 
trying to save his own skin. 

Several mobsters have agreed to testify against Gioeli 
after hammering out deals with federal prosecutors to 
get a light sentence on murders they have committed, the 
defense claimed.

Jail for the holidays
A suspected bank robber known as the “Holiday Ban-

dit” threw himself on the mercy of the court last month, 
claiming that it was his fi erce addiction to heroin that 
caused him to rob more than half a dozen banks through-
out Brooklyn and Queens.

But Brooklyn Federal Judge Sterling Johnson made 
sure that Marat Mikhaylich wouldn’t be spending any 
more holidays at home when he sentenced the suspect to 
a lengthy jail sentence for nine armed bank robberies.

Mikhaylich — who gained his nickname after he 
started his bank robbery spree during the 2010 holiday 
season — said he was high on heroin when he was nabbed 
on his way to pull bank job No. 10 last year.

“I’d like to apologize to the victims of the crimes,” 
Mikhaylich, 36, told the judge. “I did not mean to cause 
any harm to them and I understand they didn’t know 
what was in my head.”

“I hope I didn’t cause any permanent psychological 
damage,” he added.

But Mikhaylich’s plans were iron clad for a guy on 
drugs, said Assistant U.S. Attorney Darren LaVerne, who 
said the suspect carefully planned his crimes by using 
fake identifi cation to purchase a 9-mm. handgun in Vir-
ginia, researched on the Internet which banks had been 
robbed recently, and even purchased a textbook called 
“Criminal Investigation of Bank Robberies.”

Mobster dishes dirt on murder suspect ‘pal’

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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We Gave Out $35 MILLION
In Loans Last Year!

Proudly Serving Brooklyn For Over 75 Years!

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809

Open Sat. 9-1pm
www.brfcu.org

NEED
CASH?

You Can Borrow $5,000 For As Little As $150 Per Month

CALL NOW !!!

Diner & Restaurant
1619 718-331-2221

RATED #1 DINER IN BROOKLYN
BY THE DAILY NEWS

FREE PARKING
ON PREMISES

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Enjoy a FREE 
Glass of Wine 

 

(with this ad)

www.zplasty.com | Credit Cards Accepted | Care Credit Available

M Zakir Sabry MD, PC
Board Certified | Aesthestic & Reconstructive Plastic Surgeon

Medispa
Plastic Surgery Center

&
Offering upper east side services to brooklyn

NEW!
“LOSE INCHES”

A non-invasive procedure to reduce 
fat and sculpt 

your body. No needles, 
syringes or scalpel and 

NO downtime!

coolsculpting TM

$100.00 OFF
on 1st Treatment of Coolsculpting

when you mention this ad

936 Fifth Avenue, Office 2
New York, NY 10021

459 77th Street | Bklyn, NY 11209
718.238.7400

2800 Marcus Avenue, Suite
Lake Success, NY 11042
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
It was a night of stars 

when PS 102’s annual talent 
show, held last Thursday 
night at the school, featured 
a red carpet, popcorn, kids 
dressed up as press, and, of 
course, a showcase of some 
of the Bay Ridge school’s 
best and brightest young 
talent. 

The show’s 80-child cast    
— drawn from every grade 
from kindergarten up to 
fi fth    — boasted a violinist, 
a guitarist, a band, several 
piano players, and a num-
ber of singers and danc-
ers. The night built up to a 
spectacular full-ensemble 
fi nale, a rendition of “You 
Gotta Be,” by British pop 
and soul singer Des’ree. 
The performance featured 
the daughter of deaf parents 
standing in front, perform-
ing the song in American 
Sign Language, while the 
other students signed the 
chorus.

The show was the prod-
uct of months of practice 
from the kids, and the ef-
forts of the show’s coordina-
tors — gym coach Daiana 
Bertolini and special edu-

cation instructor Roseanne 
Tubiocid — plus technical 
coordinator and drama 
teacher Margerita Famoso.

Bertolini and Tubiocid, 
who have run the produc-

tion together for six years, 
auditioned some 200 stu-
dents in January, picking 
kids who hadn’t gotten a 
chance to perform in the 

Best-and-brightest young students perform at PS 102

BAY VIEW IDOL: (Above) Ava 
Fung sings “Love You Like a 
Love Song.” (Right) Scarlet 
Divalo, Murphy Haywood, and 
Lindsey Haywood take a break.  
 Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

Stars shine at talent show

Finally, Relief  from Back Pain
           Are you suffering from con-
stant back pain?  Tried drugs, 
physical therapy or chiroprac-
tic without any relief ? Can’t sit, 
stand or walk for long periods 
of  time without aggravating 
your pain?  
       You are not alone.    There 
are thousands of  people like you 
who suffered in pain for years 
until they came to Dr. Alfredo 
N. Lopez del Castillo at The 
Pain Relief  Center (9731 Fourth 
Avenue, 718-966-8120). After 
treatment these patients have 
said,  “You  restored my quality 
of  life.  Now I am pain free after 
years of  suffering.”
      Back pain can be due to many 
causes.  It may be due to whip-
lash, muscle spasm, ligament 
problems, arthritis,  herniated 
disc, bulging disc, or spinal 
stenosis.  However, one of  the 
most common causes of  per-
sistent pain not responding to 
drugs, physical therapy,  or chi-
ropractic is a herniated disc or 
bulging disc.  The disc contains 
a very inflammatory substance 
which leaks out when its wall 
breaks.  This substance causes 

severe inflammation within the 
spinal canal resulting in back or 
neck pain with muscle spasm.   
The inflammation may be asso-
ciated with pain going down the 
legs or pain going through the 
arms and hands. 
       With an epidural injection, 
the inflammation is neutral-

ized.  As a result, the body is 
able to heal, shrink the disc and 
the pain disappears. The tech-
nique of  performing epidurals 
is very important.  Dr. Castillo 
has mastered the art of  doing  
epidurals in a very gentle and 
nearly painless way.  
       If  you are not getting relief  
with your treatments after a 
month or two, then it is time to 
consult with Dr. Castillo.  There  
is no need to continue suffering.  
Dr. Castillo has helped thou-
sands of  people like you.
          Dr. Castillo is a compas-
sionate doctor who takes great 
pride in his kind bedside man-
ner.  He became interested in 
the field of  pain management 
in the 1970s, when as a family 
practitioner in Bay Ridge, he 
met many patients suffering 
from severe neck pain and back 
pain. He referred  them to ortho-
pedic doctors and neurologists, 
yet many of  them continued to 
experience pain.
       Dr. Castillo wanted to help.  
Looking for ways to help these 
patients, he learned that an epi-
dural was a very effective way 

to treat back pain. In order to 
learn and master epidurals, the 
doctor started anesthesiology 
training at Mt. Sinai Hospital in 
New York City.

      He began the practice of  
pain management in 1981 to 
help people suffering from back 
and neck pain.  This pain could 
be due to whiplash, herniated 
discs, sciatica, spinal stenosis, 
or arthritis.  He was a pioneer in 
the field of  pain management.  
         For over 30 years, Dr. Cas-
tillo has safely performed more 
than 20, 000 procedures on pa-
tients and has improved their 
quality of  life.  His reputation 
has become so well known that 
even doctors and their families 
come to him for their neck and 
back pain.
         Dr. Castillo was the first 
pain specialist in Staten Island 
and one of  the first in Brook-
lyn. In 1987, he established and 
directed the Pain Management 
Center at Bayley Seton Hospi-
tal.  At the same time he served 
as Director of  Anesthesiology.  

He was the first pain specialist 
in Staten Island to be Board Cer-
tified in Pain Management by 
both the American Board of  An-
esthesiology and the American 
Board of  Pain Medicine.  
       Because Dr. Castillo wants 
only the very best care for each 
of  his patients, the procedures 
are done in a clean, new pain 
management suite built specifi-
cally for these procedures.  Care 
is of  the highest caliber. The 
doctor has a staff  of  trained 
professionals who have worked 
with him for many years. Most 
insurances including  No fault 
and Workers Compensation in-
surance cover the cost of  the 
procedure.  Complimentary car 
service is provided to patients 
when they have the procedure.  
      People do not have to live with 
pain. “We want to help,” says 
Dr. Castillo. Make an appoint-
ment today. Call 718-966-8120. 
Additional information may be 
found at www.brooklynpain-
reliefcenter.com.

ADVERTISEMENT

Attn:

LANDLORDS

OVER 35
YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE
718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

Continued on Page 13
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KATE BRIQUELET
Hotel, motel, Holiday 

Innnnnnnn?
Nope, it’s the Hotel BPM 

— the fi rst hip hop hotel in 
the borough, and perhaps 
the world.

“It’s sleek, trendy and 
sexy, just like me,” said Bi-
jal Panwala, also known as 
DJ Bijal, the visionary be-
hind the six-story, 76-room 
getaway on 33rd Street in 
Greenwood Heights.

The 29-year-old mix 
master, known for his work 
on Sirius Satellite Radio, 
named his lodge after the 
phrase “beats per minute” 
— the pace count of a song 
— and it’s undeniably a rap-
per’s delight.

There’s a Bijal-crafted 
playlist ringing out in the 
halls, a green-and-black 
color scheme (even the fa-
cade has green streaks), 
and a stash of Vibe, the 
Source, Rolling Stone, and 
SPIN magazines in each 
room.

When guests make res-
ervations, they also make 
track requests so that 
they’ll hear their favor-
ite Biggie jam in the bath-
room’s speakers. Don’t 
worry, the mirrors are 
steam-proof in case guests 
want to bump the whole al-
bum in the bathroom.

The beat don’t stop, but 
thankfully the rooms are 
soundproofed.

Hip hop experts say it 
could be the next big hotel 
— if it can attract the right 
mix of old-school events.

“Hip hop culture is 
already dominating the 
world,” said James Ber-
nard, a Park Slope resi-
dent and founder of hip hop 
mags the Source and XXL. 
“I’d like to see this work, 
but you’ll need to have 
more than just magazines, 
murals, and music in the 
hallway.”

To wit, the young deejay 
would have to cater to the 
older generation of hip hop 
fans who have money and 
still love old-school parties, 
according to Bernard.

DJ Bijal, who’s collabo-
rated with the likes of Akon 
and Che’Nelle, says he’s 

ready to take on that chal-
lenge.

And Brooklyn’s the per-
fect place to give it a go, ac-
cording to the turntable wiz.

“I fi gured what better 
place to start my career 
than Brooklyn,” said DJ Bi-
jal, who lives in New Jersey 
but graduated from Long 
Island University in Fort 
Greene. 

“It’s about music, arts, 
fun, and being who you are 
— and so is this hotel.”

Indeed, Brooklyn has 
been home to some of hip 
hop’s fi nest, including 
Jay-Z, Mos Def, who now 
goes by the name Yasiin 
Bey, and the Notorious 

B.I.G. — natives of Bedford-
Stuyvesant.

DJ Bijal said that he 
opted for Greenwood 
Heights, however, because 
it offers respite from the 
hustle and bustle of the bor-
ough’s better known rap 
hot spots.

“In the words of Jay-Z, 
‘You could’ve been anywhere 
in the world, but you’re here 
with me,’ ” said DJ Bijal. “ ‘I 
appreciate that.’ ”

Rooms at Hotel BPM 
start at $139 for a king bed.

Hotel BPM [139 33rd St. 
between Fourth and Third 
avenues], opening May 
1. Visit,  www.hotelbpm-
brooklyn.com .

Swanky hip hop hotel opens in Greenwood Heights

BED AND BREAK-BEATS: 
Sirius radio deejay DJ Bijal 
(above) is the mastermind be-
hind the Greenwood Heights 
getaway, which has 76 rooms 
with luxury linens and porce-
lain fl oors like the one at right. 
(Bottom, right) Each room is 
even stocked with an arsenal 
of reading material, including 
magazines the Source, XXL, 
Vibe, Rolling Stone and Spin.
 CNG / Kate Briquelet

A DJ’S DREAM STAY 
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past, and who they thought 
would lead to a diverse and 
well-paced show. 

To get as many kids as 
possible into the show, the 
two teachers placed danc-
ers, singers, and musicians 
into groups that performed 
together. According to Tubi-
ocid, creating the troupes 
created an atmosphere of 
community and coopera-
tion among the students. 

“You have big ones in 
groups with small ones, and 
they work together and they 
make new friends,” Tubio-
cid said.

Getting in enough of 
that precious rehearsal 

time is always the biggest 
challenge facing the show, 
Bertolini said.

“Every year it’s chal-
lenging to feel they had 
enough practice. Every 
year the challenge is tim-
ing, making sure the kids 
had enough time to prac-
tice, and get all their parts 
down right,” said Berto-
lini.

But the teachers agree 
that the the fi nal result of 
all the students’ hard work 
was magic.

“They had a lot of spirit, 
and we felt it with the par-
ents as well. We were so 
proud, the parents were 
so proud, the kids were 
so proud, and that’s what 
makes it a good show,” said 
Tubiocid.

didn’t know about it and 
had no involvement in any 
way.”

The ATU did not return 
calls and a spokesman from 
the MTA refused to com-
ment.

But many commuters 
said they were thrilled with 
the free ride.

“This is pretty cool,” 
said Adam Gabel, before 
getting on the train at the 
Fort Hamilton F and G sta-
tion. “The most impressive 
thing about this is that it 
looks so real.”

Police are investigat-
ing but said no made no ar-
rests.

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Brooklyn straphangers 

got free rides last Wednes-
day morning courtesy of the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority — or so they 
thought.

A team of Occupy Wall 
Street demonstrators prop–
ped open emergency exits 
in at least four Brooklyn 
subway stations and posted 
meticulously crafted phony 
MTA signs proclaiming 
“Free Entry, No Fares Col-
lected: Please enter through 
the service gate.”

The pranksters used 
chains and padlocks to prop 
open the gates at the Ninth 
Avenue D, the Beverly Road 
Q, and the Carroll Street F 
stations starting at around 
5 am,  according to the Daily 
News .

At the F and G station 
on Fort Hamilton Parkway, 
a man who looked like an 
MTA employee waved com-
muters through an open 
exit gate in front of one of 
the fake signs, according to 
an eyewitness.

“I got to the turnstiles 
and saw a sign on one — a 
guy was hunched over the 
other telling people, ‘Don’t 
swipe your card!’ ” said 
Steve LeVine, who thought 
the free ride was offi cially 
sanctioned by the transit 
agency until he heard about 

the stunt later. “They did a 
great job reproducing some-
thing that looked offi cial!”

Protesters from Occupy 
Wall Street  took credit 
for the ruse in a blog post , 
claiming their operatives 
joined forces with MTA 
workers from the Transit 
Workers Union Local 100 
— the MTA’s largest work-
er’s union — and the Amal-
gamated Transit Union to 
protest service cuts, rising 
fares, the agency’s attitude 
toward labor unions, and its 
ballooning debt from bonds.

“Despite the fact that 
buses and subways are sup-
posed to be a public ser-
vice, the government and 
the MTA have turned the 
system backwards — into 
a virtual ATM for the su-
per-rich,”  the organization 
wrote on its website . “This 
fare strike is a means for 
workers and riders to fi ght 
for shared interests to-
gether.”

A representative for 
the TWU-100,  which aban-
doned labor talks with the 
MTA in January , denied 
that his union took part in 
the stunt — which Occu-
piers claim hit 20 stations 
citywide.

“We agree with some of 
the sentiments but not the 
tactics,” said union spokes-
man Jim Gannon. “We 

‘Occupy’ ruse gives commuters free subway rides

FREE RIDE!: Pranksters affi liated with Occupy Wall Street opened 
exit gates at several subway stations in Brooklyn and posted this 
MTA-esque sign.  Community Newspaper Group / Eli Rosenberg

It’s fare play for riders
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FREE WIFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 
718-692-1515

2256 Hendrickson Street 

(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: 
thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

REPAIRED 
PAINLESSLY

Save on combo tickets with LIRR & Metro North at MTA.com  
NY Waterway combo tickets also available at autoshowny.com 
RECORDED INFO: 800.282.3336

For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association

BUY TICKETS ONLINE
autoshowny.com

Save Time!

Javits Convention Center
Mon-Sat: 10am-10pm Sun: 10am-7pm
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Tuesday.
“We are excited to host 

such a New York institu-
tion,” said Barclays Cen-
ter CEO Brett Yormark. 
“There’s such a rich heri-
tage of boxing in Brooklyn, 
and we are thrilled to make 
the sport a major part of our 
new arena.”

Poaching the celebrated 
boxing championship from 
Madison Square Garden 
is only the latest big coup 
for the 19,000-seat Barclays 
Center, which is the cen-
terpiece of developer Bruce 
Ratner’s contentious Atlan-

tic Yards mega-project.
The future home of 

the Brooklyn Nets also 
snatched up:

• The Coaches vs. Can-
cer Classic, a popular col-
lege basketball tournament 
that’s been played at Madi-
son Square Garden since 
1998.

• A concert by opera 
star Andrea Bocelli, who 
spurned the city for the 
Barclays Center.

• The New York Masters, 
the area’s fi rst horse-jumping 
contest since the National 
Horse Show left MSG in 2000.

The Barclays Center will 
host other top-notch basket-
ball tourneys including the 
Atlantic 10’s conference 

championship and the Leg-
ends Classic, pulling them 
away from regional arenas 
like the Prudential Center, 
Izod Center, and Boardwalk 
Hall, all in New Jersey.

Pugilists, equestrians, 
and basketball fans crowed 
that the Barclays Center is 
already outshining its com-
petition, though it has yet to 
open.

“MSG still considers 
itself the mecca of boxing 
but the Barclays Center 
could light a fi re under the 
Garden,” said Bruce Silver-
glade, the owner of Glea-
son’s Gym, the legendary 
DUMBO workout space. 

“It’s going to be terrifi c for 
Brooklyn.”

Rap mogul Jay-Z  will 
christen the Barclays Cen-
ter with concerts starting on 
Sept. 28 . In addition to mu-
sic and pro hoops, the arena 
will also host the Ringling 
Bros. and Barnum & Bai-
ley circus, Disney on Ice, a 
pre-season hockey game be-
tween the New York Island-
ers and New Jersey Devils, 
and a college basketball 
match-up between Mary-
land and reigning champs 
Kentucky.

The Nets will begin reg-
ular-season play at the Bar-
clays Center in November.

Continued from cover

Barclays

“No Standing” notices con-
tradicted older signs posted 
directly below them that 
permitted hourly parking. 
The Department of Trans-
portation tweaked the signs 
— clearing up the confu-
sion — in January, but lo-
cals still lamented the loss 
of precious parking spots. 

The city ultimately de-
cided to move the zone 
across the street, yet neigh-
borhood legislators are hop-
ing that no loading zones 
are installed on Fourth Av-
enue. 

“We’re continuing to 
work with the Department 
of Transportation to fi nd 
a place for a loading zone 
that’s appropriate for this 
area,” said John Quagli-
one, a spokesman for state 
Sen. Marty Golden (R–Bay 
Ridge). “It’s a major thor-
oughfare in a business 
district. To have someone 

take spots away and have 
people being issued tickets 
for parking [at the loading 
zone] is not right.”

Stan Lubowicki, a long-
time local critic of the signs 
who uses the Harbor Gym 
across the street from the 
loading zone, was overjoyed 
at learning that the signs 
would be removed.

“It’s very good news for 
people who come into the 
neighborhood and do busi-
ness over there,” Lubowicki 
said.

Lubowicki said that 
since the signs are still up, 
cars were getting tickets 
in front of Goustaro as re-
cently as a week ago, even 
though the loading zone 
had been moved. 

But Moustakas was 
indifferent to the loss of 
his loading zone when 
reached.

“It’s no skin off my 
back,” he said. “There was 
always cars parked in it 
and my trucks were forced 
to double park anyway.  

Continued from cover

Zone

Join us and see how 
LIU Brooklyn can help 
you to discover your 
full potential.

Spring Open House
Sunday, April 15, 2012
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

▲ Visit and tour our beautiful 11-acre 
campus in downtown Brooklyn.

▲ Speak with representatives from our 
enrollment, student services and 
academic departments.

▲ Apply at the Open House and your 
application fee will be waived.

▲ Learn about all of the support services 
we offer.

▲ Find out how we can make a private 
education affordable for you.

For more information and to RSVP,
visit liu.edu/brooklyn/openhouse

Join us and see how 

THUMBS UP: Stan Lubowicki of Dyker Heights is happy that a load-
ing zone on Fourth Avenue near 93rd Street is being removed.
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

BARCLAYS BOUND: NCAA champ Kentucky is headlining the inau-
gural Barclays Center Classic this fall. AP / David J. Phillip
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To the editor,
One of the reasons I read your paper is 

Joanna DelBuono (“Not for Nuthin’ ”). She 
is an excellent writer and always tells it 
like it is. I only wish I can write like her. 

Thank you Joanna for your article, 
“Rush puts his foot in his mouth again” 
(March 15). I am extremely proud to be an 
Italian-American, I was not aware of that 
idiot’s comment about Italians. 

I am waiting for the moment when an 
Italian American puts him in his place, 
thank you again and again on your exper-
tise in writing. I enjoyed your article im-
mensely. Keep up the good work.
 Maria Demarco
 Greenwood Heights

. . .
To the editor,

Joanna DelBuono has just touched 
the tip of the iceberg (“At any rate? How 
about the one I agreed to?” Not for Nuthin’, 
March 30). 

Verizon offers new customers free 

DVR’s for life but loyal, bill paying exist-
ing customers only get an offer for three 
months free if you call and ask about any 
new promos they’ve got brewing. Also, 
when you call, you can get a different an-
swer to your question or problem from 
each person. There is evidently so much 
info that they can give so much wrong 
info, too. (It’s almost impossible to get a re-
turn call.)

I too received the letter about rate in-
creases, even though I hadn’t reached a 
year of triple-play service yet.

Hopefully, when I do, there won’t be a 
similar letter; maybe the FTC & DoITT 
can help reign these companies in?
 Francine Danza
 Mill Basin

NYPD blues
To the editor,

The stop-and-frisk of 700,000 New York 
residents, out of a population of eight mil-
lion, indicates to me that while consti-
tutionally correct, the circumstances in 
which the NYPD stops citizens are not 
based on the requirements of a legal search 
and seizure.

One aspect of this situation not men-
tioned is that with each stop, our police of-
fi cers are risking injury to themselves, the 
suspect and other bystanders.

Nearly 90 percent of those stopped are 
African Americans. Parents, grandpar-
ents and the community will have disdain 
for the police, and will not cooperate in the 
investigation of actual crimes.
 Allan Feinblum
 Midwood
Thanks, Shav
To the editor,

Shavana Abruzzo, I wish I had your tal-
ent — your words fl ow.

Fantastic column this week (“There 
are no apologies in war,” A Britisher’s 
View, March 23). 

Many of my friends were (mentally still 
are) U.S. Marines. Boy, oh boy, they will 
love, love this column.
 Joan Applepie
 Mill Basin
For fact’s sake
To the editor,

I am once again writing to clarify and 
rectify something that Daniel Bush has 
written. This is getting tiresome and I al-
most feel that I should be paid to fact-check 
Dan’s work.

Dan quotes someone in his “Nine Months 
For Kruger Successor” article (March 29), 
purporting to be the president of the Brook-
lyn Young Republicans. The problem is that 
I am the president of the club, and the person 
quoted by Dan was not me.

My club was given the “New York 
State Young Republican Club of the Year 
Award.” The Brooklyn Young Republicans 
that is offi cially recognized by the New 
York State Young Republicans, which is of-
fi cially recognized by the New York State 
GOP, is led by me.

Once again, I think it is dangerous and 
unfair that Mr. Bush is letting facts get in 
the way of his story. 
 Russell Gallo

The writer is president of 
Brooklyn Young Republicans.

Sanity czar
To the editor,

Just when you think it can’t get anymore 
ridiculous some birdbrain comes up with the 
idea for a Fire Department czar for diversity.

Please give me a break! Another salary 
paid by the taxpayers — for what?

This nonsense has really gone way too 
far. No one is stopping anyone from taking 
a test for a city job, but best grade gets the 
job, case closed. How about a czar for san-
ity? Yeah, a sanity czar!
 Peter Orsi

Marine Park

Stench on bench
To the editor,

Judges don’t have to be saints to show 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Editor, 
Community Newspaper Group, 1 Metro-
Tech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 11201, or 
e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.com. Please 
include your address and telephone 
number for so we can confi rm you sent 
the letter. We reserve the right to edit 
all correspondence, which becomes the 
property of Courier Life Publications. 

At a recent presi-
dential fundraiser, 
with Michelle 

Obama in the room, Rob-
ert DeNiro made a remark 
about America not being 
ready for a white fi rst lady. 
That comment caused the 
spit to hit the fan. 

Some on the left said 
his comment was inappro-
priate. Some on the right 
called it racist. Hey, lighten 
up people. It was a joke. 
Granted, it was not a very 
funny joke, but still a joke. 
There was really no need 
for him to act contrite but, 
as a gentleman, he took the 
high road and apologized. I 
don’t think DeNiro would 
ever intentionally make 
an insulting racist remark. 
His ex-wife and his current 
wife are African-Ameri-
cans. Enough, everybody. 
Leave it alone. 

If you really want some-
thing to get worked up 
about, you might want to 
check out the disgusting, 

racist, anti-Obama bum-
per sticker that features 
half the N-word. That 
surely, gets reasonable 
folks on both sides of the 
aisle angry.

I haven’t actually seen 
one, nor do I know any-
one who has, but that’s 
one bumper sticker that is 
guaranteed to have wind-
shields broken.

• • •
Wow. Time fl ies. We just 

enjoyed the Christmas-Ha-
nukkah season and it’s now 
time to celebrate Easter and 
Passover. The folks who 
run charities know that we 
tend to be a bit more gener-
ous at holiday time. There-
fore, they send us heaps 
of solicitations for dona-
tions. My mailman brings 
me two-to-four a day, and 
I can’t send money to them 
all. With my checkbook in 

front of me, I whittle the 
list down by going to Char-
ityNavigator.org. To those 
of you who are not familiar 
with the Charity Naviga-
tor, it is an institute which 
ranks not-for-profi t organi-
zations on the strength of 
their fi nances, their con-
trol of administrative and 
fund-raising expenses, and 
the transparency of their 
operations. 

The Charity Navigator 
was selected as the Best 
Charity Review Site in Ki-
plinger’s Personal Finance 
magazine’s “The Best List 
2011.” Charities are rated 
from zero to four stars, 
with the four-star rating 
being the highest. Before 
you write that next check, 
take a few minutes to in-
vestigate and make sure 
that you are supporting an 
organization that is worth-

while. I was shocked to 
learn that certain charities 
were taking my money and 
not delivering the goods. In 
fact, some of the most pop-
ular charities are not what 
you think. 

For example, everybody 
has been asked at one time 
or another to support the 
United Way. The United 
Way of New York City is 
only a two-star organiza-
tion. And just because it 
has the word “cancer” in 
its name doesn’t necessar-
ily mean that the charity 
is worthwhile. Look up the 
Cancer Federation in Cali-
fornia. This organization 
is only one star. 

The word “children” 
in the name touches our 
heartstrings, right? Not 
when it’s the Children’s 
Charity of Sarasota, Fla. 
This group was awarded  

zero stars. How about the 
Goodwill Rescue Mission 
in New Jersey? The name 
sounds good, but the com-
pany only has one star.

Then there are loads of 
organizations that make 
the most of your donations. 
The National Kidney Foun-
dation, Breastcancer.org, 
and Boystown, Nebraska 
all earned four stars. So 
did several of the Make-A-
Wish Foundations. 

So how does your fa-
vorite charity rate? Go on. 
Look it up and let me know 
how you make out. Some of 
those not-for-profi t groups 
may hate me for talk-
ing about the navigator, 
but you just may wind up 
thanking me.

I am StanGershbein@
Bellsouth.net wishing 
you all very safe, happy, 
and sweet holidays.

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION
Stanley P. Gershbein

DeNiro, Michelle Obama, and racist bumper stickers

Your columnist, Joanna DelBuono, has done it again
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We are all aware of 
the seven dirty 
words you can’t 

say on television, and we 
can thank George Carlin 
for that. 

But here’s a new twist: 
this roster was master-
minded by the comedians 
that work in the New York 
City Department of Educa-
tion. Sorry, George, you can 
stop spinning in your grave 
now.

According to a report 
on 1010 WINS this week 
the agency wants these 50 
words banned from stan-
dardized tests.

“Abuse (physical, sexual, 
emotional, or psychological); 
Alcohol (beer and liquor); 
tobacco, or drugs; Birthday 
celebrations (and birthdays); 
Bodily functions; Cancer 
(and other diseases); Catas-
trophes/disasters (tsunamis 

and hurricanes); Celebrities; 
Children dealing with seri-
ous issues; Cigarettes (and 
other smoking parapherna-
lia); Computers in the home 

(acceptable in a school or li-
brary setting); Crime; Death 
and disease; Divorce; Dino-
saurs; Evolution; Expensive 
gifts, vacations, and prizes; 
Gambling involving money, 
(is there another kind of gam-
bling?); Halloween; Homeless-
ness; Homes with swimming 
pools; Hunting; Junk food; 
In-depth discussions of sports 
that require prior knowledge; 
Loss of employment; Nuclear 
weapons; Occult topics (i.e. 
fortune-telling); Parapsychol-
ogy; Politics; Pornography; 
Poverty; Rap Music; Religion; 
Religious holidays and festi-
vals (including but not limited 
to Christmas, Yom Kippur, 
and Ramadan); Rock-and-
Roll music; Running away; 
Sex; Slavery; Terrorism; Tele-
vision and video games (ex-
cessive use); Traumatic mate-
rial (including material that 
may be particularly upsetting 

such as animal shelters); 
Vermin (rats and roaches); 

Violence; War and bloodshed; 
Weapons (guns, knives, etc.); 
and last but not least, Witch-
craft, sorcery, etc.”

Festival shouldn’t even 
be on the list, it’s such a 
friendly word. 

I’m sorry, but all I can 
say is, “Are they kidding?” 

According to reporter 
Maria Diamond, the rea-
son these words are on the 
banned list is “they can 
make students feel unpleas-
ant.” Dennis Walcott, the 
school’s chancellor said “di-
nosaur” made the hit list 
because dinosaurs suggest 
evolution, which creation-
ists might not like. Walcott 
added that “Halloween” is 
targeted because it suggests 
paganism; and birthday 
might make children un-
happy because it isn’t cel-

ebrated by Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses. What?

It would seem that with 
all the current controversy 
surrounding the practices 
of the agency, tenure, in-
competent teachers, teacher 
evaluations, and children 
coming out of school not 
knowing how to read or add 
— the above suggested ban 
of words should be the last 
thing on Walcott’s mind. 

What’s next — Fahren-
heit 451? 

Each and every word 
above is in use everyday by 
everyone all the time, and to 
single any one of them out 
of the over 1,013,913 words 
currently in the English 
language, is just plain ludi-
crous. But “ludicrous” and 
“dumb bureaucrats with too 
much time on their hands,” 
didn’t make the list. Maybe 
they should have.

To paraphrase the late 
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moyni-
han, banning these words is 
“defi ning dumbness down.” 

Years ago, I remember 
the agency banning the 
word “sofa,” because it felt 
that children from lower 
income families would not 
know that a sofa was a couch 
and if it was used they would 
be at a disadvantage.

Well, “sofa” was expelled 
and the students are still at 
a disadvantage. Go fi gure. 
The agency should ban ri-
diculous lists. 

Not for Nuthin™, but 
this nonsense really needs 
to end. Mr. Walcott, I sug-
gest you stop worrying that 
some words might make 
children feel unpleasant 
and start worrying about 
the fact that our children 
are poorly educated — now 
that’s really unpleasant.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

Joanna DelBuono

Stop with the banned-words list, already

restraint. It makes little sense when they 
occasionally tell parties for the prosecu-
tion or the defense to “shut up” or get 
emotionally involved even when they are 
right. This can create quite a stench on 
the bench because judges should be out 
of sight.
 Elliott Abosh
 Brighton Beach

Health care questions
To the editor,

Now that the constitutionality of the 
Affordable Health Care Law is in delib-
eration in the Supreme Court, the jus-
tices need to get answerers to some other 
questions: Why did President Obama 
have to grant so many exemptions to get 
support? Why are the 435 people who run 
this country exempt from being in it? One 
would think that if Obamacare is as good 
as the hype, that he and the rest of the top 
tier of the government would be tripping 
over each other to be a part of Obamac-
are. They aren’t. Why not? 

Why is $500 million being taken from 
the Medicare program to fund Obamac-
are? Doctors and hospitals are bailing out 
of Medicare in record numbers because 
their payments, as well as senior benefi ts, 
have been cut. 

Why hasn’t anyone in Congress read 
this law before they voted for it, and why 
won’t the justices of the Supreme Court 
read it, either? How can they make a ratio-
nal decision if they don’t know what’s in it? 
Will Justice Kagan, who helped to write 
the law and lobbied for it, recuse herself? 
There seems to be a confl ict of interest 
here. If she doesn’t will she be impeached?
 David Podesta
 Marine Park

I’m madder than a town crier 
with laryngitis over the fact 
that newspapers today have 

limited amount of space for my 
insightful thoughts, and now 
my editor is giving me word 
counts that are stomping all 
over my free speech.

Look, you all know the 
Screecher is as big a windbag 
as there is out there, and he 
doesn’t like to be shushed by 
anyone. So you can imagine 
how surprised I was when I 
opened up the paper and found 
my thousands of orchestrated 
words describing BWECC!’s 
annual awards dinner — which 
is bigger and better than the 
Oscars, by the way — had been 
 pared down to less than 1,000 .

Well, that’s not good enough 
for me, as there was so much 
more of the story left to be told. 
So, without further ado or fan-
fare, here’s what I was trying to 
tell you last week:

The food at the El Carib was 
fantastic. Here’s why (and this 
was just the appetizers!): 

• The hand-carved meat 
station: Herb marinated fl ank 
steak; pan-roasted leg of lamb; 
roasted turkey; corned beef; 
Romanian pastrami; and spi-
ral ham: All if these things 
were cooked and carved to per-
fection!

• Classic pasta stations: 
Fettuccini Alfredo; penne mari-
nara; and gnocchi Bolognese: 

Of course, this was my favorite 
place to grab a snack!

• Oriental Wok: Boneless 
chicken breast and Chinese 
mixed vegetables simmered in 
a tasty teriyaki sauce: A feast 
from the east!

• Caponata di Melanzane: 
Traditional Sicilian eggplant 
antipasto: You know you love it, 
and so do I!

• Roasted peppers: Oven 
roasted red bell peppers, 
skinned and sliced then tossed 
with slivers of garlic, chopped 
parsley, and extra virgin olive 
oil: A true classic!

• Classic cured salami as-
sortment: Soppressata, Capoc-

ollo, Genoa Salami, Mortadella, 
Prosciutto di Parma, and Abru-
zzese sausage: They’ve all stood 
the test of time!

• Classic imported cheese 
assortment: Asiago, provolone, 
primosale with peppercorns, 
ricotta salada, and Parmigiano 
Reggiano: When they say “im-
ported,” they don’t mean from 
Canada!

• Tortellini insalata: Cheese 
tortellini tossed with gaeta 
olives, sun dried tomatoes, 
chopped basil and dressed with 
herb vinaigrette: Just in case 
you didn’t get enough pasta!

• Imported olive assort-
ment: Combination of Barese 
cerignola, oil cured, gaeta, 
Greek colossal and stuffed man-
zanilla olives: Olive all of it!

I think you get the point! 
And just think, after tasting all 
that food and drink, you still 
had a four-course dinner to 
consume in the gorgeous Tiara 
Room — with dancing!

Those who enjoyed the Gala 
most were the honorees and 
were extremely happy. One 
honoree told me, “I haven’t had 
this much fun since I got mar-
ried!” Their spouses, parents, 
and children were extremely 
proud of the recognition of 
their loved one.

The Dinner Committee 
chaired, by my own shanamed-
ola Sharon, and I are thankful 
for the tireless work of the Din-

ner and Journal committees: 
Mary Montemarano, Erica 
Kuskin, Randi and Eddie Ga-
ray Jr., Michael Rizzotto, Linda 
Dalton, Heather Fiorica and, 
Sid Schatzman. 

We were tremendously aided 
by the Honoree’s Dinner Com-
mittees: Sharon Argano, Fern 
Rossi, Antonella Lombardi, 
Antonette Marchardo, Karen 
Hoffman, and Linda Eskenazi.

You really need an army of 
dedicated people to pull off a 
perfect affair and thankfully 
the El Caribe maintains an ex-
cellent one. DeeJay Nicky had 
everyone dancing in between 
the courses, presentations and 
hoorahs that followed.

BWECC! Vice President Mi-
chael Rizzutto presented me 
with an award from the execu-
tive board celebrating my 32 
years as president. 

Congratulations to the hon-
orees in alphabetical order:  Out-
standing Student Activist Pris-
cilla Consolo; Parent of the Year 
Maria Di Graziano; Woman of 
the Year Connie Hamilton; Man 
of the Year Victor Iacovano;; Hu-
manitarian of the Year Eddie 
Mark; Couple of the Year Salema 
and Don Marbury; and Educator 
the Year Harla Joy Weiss.   

There was a lot of joy in Mill 
Basin celebrating BWECC!’s 
51’st Gala at the incomparable 
El Caribe.

Screech at you next week!

Carmine’s had it with word counts

BIG
SCREECHER
Carmine Santa Maria
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www.NYParenting.com 

Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 
          For Information Call: Stephanie Stellaccio

Offi ce: (718) 260-2575   Sstellaccio@Cnglocal.Com

Gala Reception
will feature and celebrate 

some of the borough’s 
outstanding women.

Coney Island 
on June 20, 2012

5:30 - 9:00pm

Each woman’s unique 
accomplishments

will be highlighted in 
a keepsake publication 

on May 24, 2012.

Gale Stevens 
Haynes
Pat Singer
Matti Berkowitz
Sharon Myrie 
Marlene 
Hochman
Aida Leon
Yonnette 
Fleming
Catherine 
Hodes
Josephine 
Sanfi lippo
Geneva Farrow
Cecilia Clarke
Eileen O’Connor

Susan Doban
Cathie Gearity
Doreen Garson
Ellen Salpeter
Susan Pulaski
Sandra 
Chapman
Mercedes 
Narcisse
Doris Palazzo
Ijana Nathaniel
Mary Sansone
Irina Yuryeva
Dr. Monica 
Sweeney
Christine M. 
Coley

2012 Honorees:

BY COLIN MIXSON
Four men were injured — 

one fatally — after a second 
fl oor addition of a Gerritsen 
Beach bungalow buckled on 
April 3.

Firefi ghters were called 
to the deadly collapse at 
11 am, where they discov-
ered that the upper portion 
of the unfi nished building 
between Seba and Lois ave-
nues had slipped off its foun-
dation, trapping one man on 

the fi rst fl oor, according to 
an FDNY spokesman.

The collapse was so dev-
astating that the house ap-
peared to shift 10 feet from 
its fi ve-foot-high foundation 
— and narrowly missed 
slamming into a neighbor-
ing home, stunned wit-
nesses said.

The buried worker was 
pulled from the rubble at 
11:25 am in critical condition 
and was rushed to Lutheran 

Medical Center, where he 
died of his injuries.

Three other men were 
treated at the scene for 
minor injuries, an FDNY 
spokesman said. 

The city Department of 
Buildings attributed the ac-
cident to the poor conditions 
of the existing bungalow, on 
which the second fl oor addi-
tion was being built, as well 
as the failure to properly an-
chor the addition to the ex-

isting structure.
The collapsed building 

has been scheduled for a 
complete demolition fol-
lowing the completion of 
the city inspectors’ inves-
tigation, a Department of 
Buildings spokeswoman 
said. One of the neighboring 
buildings was evacuated as 
a precautionary measure, 
she explained. 

No violations had been 
issued as of Tuesday night.

DEVASTATING COLLAPSE: Firefi ghters respond to a Frank Court 
construction project that collapsed and nearly took out a neigh-
boring buidling on April 3.

Man killed in building collapse

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
Pa

ul
 M

ar
tin

ka



A
PR. 5-11, 2012, C

OURIER L
IFE

19

BR

BY ELI ROSENBERG
The skies over the West 

River will be dark yet again 
on July 4 when the city’s 
biggest Independence Day 
fi reworks spectacular soars 
over the Hudson River for  the 
fourth straight year  — and 
Kings County politicians are 
smoking mad about it.

Elected offi cials and 
neighborhood leaders 
from Brooklyn’s boom-
ing waterfront communi-
ties denounced the snub on 
Monday, arguing that the 
faraway fi reworks show is 
only fun for people who live 
in Manhattan or New Jer-
sey.

“The New York City fi re-
work show should be city-
wide,” said State Sen. Dan-
iel Squadron (D–Brooklyn 
Heights). “Right now, New 

Jersey gets to enjoy the 
fi reworks while Brooklyn, 
Queens, and the Bronx are 
left out of the party. That is 
simply unacceptable.”

Brooklynites can’t 
fathom why a borough with 
a booming waterfront that 
could boast perfect views 
of rockets red glare from 
Red Hook to Greenpoint 
— not to mention acres of 
new parkland ideal for fi re-
works-gazing at Brooklyn 
Bridge Park — keeps seeing 
its July 4 dreams go up in 
smoke.

“It is long overdue that 
the Fourth of July fi reworks 
return home to the Brook-
lyn Bridge — an iconic set-
ting that typifi es the spirit 
of July 4 and represents the 
unity of NYC,” said Doreen 
Gallow, the executive direc-

tor of the DUMBO Neigh-
borhood Alliance.

Macy’s, the New York 
City-based department 
store that sponsors the July 
4 tradition, moved the light 
show to the Hudson River 
in 2009 to commemorate 
Henry Hudson’s exploration 
of the eponymous waterway 
400 years ago.

The retail giant won’t 
shoot off fi reworks above 
the Brooklyn Bridge this 
year, but the current loca-
tion isn’t set in stone, ac-
cording to Macy’s spokes-
man Orlando Veras.

“Exclusively limiting 
the show to any particular 
area would greatly hinder 
the creative freedom that 
has made it the nation’s best 
and largest Independence 
Day display,” said Veras, 

whose company will move 
its launching barges about 
four blocks south this year. 
“Macy’s Fireworks will 
continue to take place in 
and around all of New York 
City’s waterways, and will 
not be a permanent fi xture 
in any one location.”

At least this year, Brook-
lynites won’t have a chance 
to see bombs bursting in air 
over the West River — and 
that’s a let down for borough 
residents lucky enough to 
have rooftop access.

“It doesn’t make sense 
that New York City has a 
fi reworks show that you 
can see in New Jersey,” 
said Rachel Leibman, a Wil-
liamsburg resident. “I had a 
party last year on my roof — 
and it just wasn’t the same 
without the fi reworks.”

July 4 fi reworks won’t 
explode over East River

NO BOMBS BURSTING IN AIR: July 4 won’t look anything like this 
for Brooklyn, since this year’s fi reworks display will again be over 
the Hudson River.  File photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Free • Confi dential • Interpretation Available

I have a question about
my child’s medicine.

NEW YORK CITY
POISON CONTROL CENTER
1-800-222-1222

We are here to help.

Lynda D. Curtis
Sr. V.P. and Executive Director
Bellevue Hospital Center

or call 311 and ask for the Poison Control Center
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Millions of people have 
had their lives touched by 
cancer. Whether dealing 
with their own diagnosis or 
that of a loved one, people 
often wonder what, if any-
thing, they can do or could 
have done to prevent can-
cer from becoming a part of 
their lives.

While risk depends on 
a host of factors, some of 
which are beyond control, 
there are preventative mea-
sures people can take to re-
duce their risk of cancer.

• Stop smoking. In the 
United States, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention notes that smoking 
causes 90 percent of lung 
cancer deaths in men and 
nearly 80 percent in women. 
However, within 10 years of 
quitting, an ex-smoker’s 
risk of dying from lung can-
cer is cut in half.

• Reduce alcohol con-
sumption. In a study ex-
amining the relationship 

between cancer and alco-
hol consumption, research-
ers working with the World 
Health Organization found 
that daily consumption of 
roughly less than two fl uid 
ounces of alcohol doubles or 
triples the risk for mouth, 
voice box, and throat can-
cers compared with the risk 
in nondrinkers. Additional 

studies have shown a link 
between alcohol consump-
tion and cancers of the liver 
and colon. 

• Be safe in the sun. 
Skin cancer is the most 
common form of cancer in 
the U.S., and exposure to 
the sun’s ultraviolet rays 
plays a signifi cant role in 
the development of skin 
cancer. When going out in 
the sun, apply sunscreen 
with a minimum sun pro-
tection factor of 15; wear 
loose fi tting clothing and a 
protective hat; and always 
wear sunglasses, preferably 
those that provide UVA and 
UVB protection.

• Maintain a healthy 
weight. A report from 
the National Institutes of 
Health that examined being 
overweight and obesity in 
adults found that carrying 
excessive weight substan-
tially increases the risk of 
getting breast, colorectal, 

Statistics show that 
one in eight women in the 
United States will develop 
invasive breast cancer in 
her lifetime, and of these 
women, 85 percent will 
have had no family his-
tory of the disease. There-
fore, regular breast cancer 
screening is important 
to ensure that if cancer-
ous cells develop, they are 
identifi ed early enough for 
effective treatment. Early 
detection often means that 
the cancer is still confi ned 
to the breast and has not 
yet spread throughout the 
body, offering a greater op-
portunity for a successful 
outcome.

Fortunately for Brook-
lynites, New York Meth-
odist Hospital has been 
designated a breast imag-
ing center of excellence by 
the American College of 
Radiology, making it one 
of only two borough hospi-
tals to receive this presti-
gious honor. 

“Clear images, skilled 
staff, and advanced equip-
ment, like we have here 
at New York Methodist, 
mean that patients can be 
confi dent in the results of 
a breast imaging exam,” 
said Steven Garner, MD. 
“Women should not have 
to take chances when it 
comes to their health and 
well being. The Ameri-
can College of Radiology 
accreditation means that 
women can feel confi dent 
at our Department of Radi-
ology’s Women’s Diagnos-
tic Center.”

American College of 
Radiology accreditation 
is considered the gold 
seal for imaging proce-
dures, and confi rms that 
women receiving their 
mammograms and breast 
sonograms at Methodist’s 
Department of Radiology 
are being treated with the 
highest level of care. 

There are several types 
of breast cancer screening 

exams: breast self-exam-
ination, mammograms, 
and sonograms.

Breast self-examina-
tions should be performed 
on a monthly basis by all 
adult women, beginning 
in their early 20s. Many 
women fi nd it helpful to 
perform a breast self-exam 
in the shower the week fol-
lowing their menstrual cy-
cle. Regular breast self-ex-
ams help women to learn 
what is normal for their 
bodies, so if there is ever 
a change, they can imme-
diately report it to their 
doctors for further exami-
nation.

Mammograms are rec-
ommended annually for 
women ages 40 and over. A 
mammogram is an X-ray 
examination that usually 
takes two pictures of each 
breast.  

Women under the age 
of 40 may have breasts that 
are too dense for an accu-

Reducing alcohol consumption 
is one way to reduce your risk 
of cancer. 

Screen for breast cancer Reduce your cancer risk

Downstate

UROLOGY
at Bay Ridge

Comprehensive

Urology Services
available in

Bay Ridge
➤ General Urological Problems
➤ Male Sexuality Issues
➤ Urologic Oncology
➤ Minimally Invasive Procedures
➤ PSA Screenings - Laboratory on Site

699 92nd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11228
718-270-2554

Call for an appointment  

Jeffrey T. Schiff, MD
Director of Adult Urology

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

Continued on Page 22 Continued on Page 22
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While lung cancer cases 
are down, cancers in the 
head and neck appear to 
be increasing. Fortunately, 
most head and neck cancers 
produce early symptoms 
and are curable if caught 
early. You should know the 
possible warning signs so 
you can alert your doctor to 
your symptoms as soon as 
possible.

“Remember — success-
ful treatment of head and 
neck cancer can depend on 
early detection. Knowing 
and recognizing the signs 
of head and neck cancer 
can save your life,” says Dr. 
Krish Sundaram, vice chief 
of Otolaryngology at Down-
state Long Island College 
Hospital.

If you are experiencing 

any of the following prob-
lems that won’t go away, 
schedule an appointment 
for Downstate’s free screen-
ing:

• A growth or sore in the 
mouth that does not im-
prove.

• Throat pain.
• Diffi culty or pain while 

swallowing.
• Hoarseness.
• Bloody cough.
• Lump in the neck.
Free screening Depart-

ment of Otolaryngology 
at Downstate Long Island 
College Hospital [134 At-
lantic Ave. between Clin-
ton and Henry streets in 
Downtown, (718) 780-1498 
ext. 3867] April 19, 1 to 3 
pm and April 20, 9 am to 
noon.

No one wants to think 
about contracting a disease 
or facing a life-threatening 
illness like cancer. But 
knowing about risk factors 
and getting educated about 
signs and symptoms can 
make a difference in early 
detection and treatment. 
With most cancers, the ear-
lier the diagnosis, the best 
chance for survival.

Cervical cancer affects 

thousands of women in 
North America. It begins in 
the cells of the cervix, essen-
tially the gateway between 
the vagina and the uterus 
in the female reproductive 
system. Before cancer de-
velops, the Canadian Can-
cer Society says that abnor-
mal cells in the cervix will 
develop. But there’s more to 
know. Here are some facts 
about cervical cancer.

• Every 47 minutes, an-
other woman in the United 
States is diagnosed with 
cervical cancer.

• The disease is caused 
by a sexually transmitted 
virus called HPV.

• There are rarely any 
symptoms of cervical can-
cer early on that can be 
detected by the average 
woman. That makes routine 
examination and testing by 

a doctor important.
• Cervical cancer is de-

tected through a PAP test, 
where cells from the cervix 
are collected in the doctor’s 
offi ce and then examined in 
a lab.

• Most women diagnosed 
with cervical cancer are 
under the age of 50.

• All women who have 
been sexually active are at 
risk for cervical cancer. 

Fast facts on cervical cancer

Screen for head 
and neck cancers

Institute for Advanced and 
Minimally Invasive Surgery

We fixed that.

The specialists at New York Methodist
Hospital are a step ahead in using robotic
surgery to treat conditions in a growing
number of fields including prostate cancer,
gynecological and urologic disorders, tho-
racic surgery and more. This technique
is known to be extremely precise, with
fewer complications – and typically results
in a quicker recovery, less pain, and
shorter hospital stay for patients.  That
means you can get back more quickly to
what’s most important.  Your life.

“I needed surgery but 
couldn’t be out of 
commission for too long.”

506 Sixth Street, Brooklyn • 866-362-7148 • www.nym.org

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

Cervical cancer is a disease that can affect women of all ages. A 
routine examination and test can help detect it early.

rate mammogram screen-
ing. However, younger 
women with a family his-
tory of breast cancer who 
need annual screenings can 
be tested using a sonogram 

exam. Sonograms of the 
breast use the sound waves 
created that provide an im-
age of the tissue inside the 
breast. They also limit early 
exposure to radiation.

To schedule an appoint-
ment at New York Method-
ist Hospital, call (718) 780-
5870. 

endometrial (uterine), and 
prostate cancers. Healthy 
weight varies depending on 
the individual, so those con-

cerned about their weight 
should consult a physi-
cian about the best ways to 
lose weight and maintain a 
healthy weight.

For more, visit www.
cancer.org. 

Continued from page 22

Breast 

Continued from page 22

Cancer
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HARBOR WATCH
What turned out to be a 

rough patrol for Marines 
became a story of heroism, 
complete with a sign of 
trust from Afghan allies.

Marines serving with 
1st Platoon, Delta Com-
pany, 1st Light Armored 
Reconnaissance Battalion, 
set off on a patrol during 

the nighttime hours of Feb. 
23. Their mission was to 
drop off food, water, batter-
ies, and other supplies to 
another squad of Marines 
who were set in a cordon 
for the night near Qual-e 
Now, a neighboring village 
in Khan Neshin district.

The chosen path re-
quired them to cross sev-

eral canals. One water-
way was bridged by tree 
branches that were almost 
submerged in the canal’s 
high, swiftly moving wa-
ters. Lance Cpl. Chris-
topher Bast, a fi re team 
leader with 1st Platoon, 
fell in the canal up to his 
waist as he moved to cross 
it, but was unable to stand 

upright.
“When I fell in I initially 

felt like I was in shock, un-
able to say anything over 
a whisper,” said Bast, a 
21-year-old native of Aliso 
Viejo, Calif.

Sgt. Erick Gutier-
rez, the squad leader, 
and Lance Cpl. Benjamin 

HARBOR WATCH
The Royal Thai Navy 

assumed command from 
the Royal Danish Navy 
during a change of com-
mand ceremony onboard 
USS Halsey in Muscat, 
Oman, on March 29.

Rear Adm. Tanin Liki-
tawong, Royal Thai Navy, 
relieved Commodore 
Aage Buur Jensen, Royal 
Danish Navy. 

The ceremony con-
cluded the Danish Navy’s 
fi rst command of Com-
mander Combined Task 
Force 151, which con-
sisted of a multinational 
staff embarked in Halsey. 
The three-month opera-
tion further strengthened 
ties with other counter-
piracy naval forces on op-
erations in the region, as 
well as further develop-
ing communication and 
collaboration within the 
merchant shipping com-
munity.

Jensen’s tenure as 
commander included vis-
its at sea to the fl agships 
of Commander CTF 465 
European Naval Force, 
Capt. Jorge Manso, and 

Commander CTF 508 
NATO, Rear Adm. Si-
man A. Tosum, as well 
as a meeting onboard the 
Adm. Tributs, fl agship 
to Capt. Ilder Ahmerov, 
commander of the Rus-
sian counter-piracy task 
group in the region.

“Counter-piracy is a 
matter of concern for all 
nations and should be 
dealt with by all nations,” 
said Jensen of his time 
as commander. He con-
tinued to highlight the 
coordination with the Eu-
ropean Union, NATO, and 
independent deployers as 
an outstanding example 
of international coopera-
tion, with all partners 
showing willingness to do 
their upmost to achieve 
the common aim of de-
feating piracy.

Since January, Com-
mander Combined Task 
Force 151 has disrupted 
four piracy action groups, 
and conducted coastal 
monitoring for piracy 
activity along the north-
ern area of the Horn of 
Africa, and the south So-

Mercy mission leads to heroism among patrol soldiers

Continued on Page 24Continued on Page 24

GREETINGS: (Left) Royal Thai Navy Rear Adm. Tanin Likitawong 
greets Royal Danish Navy Commodore Aage Buur Jensen, as 
U.S. Navy Vice Adm. Mark Fox looks on.  
 Photo by MC3 John Callahan

AT EASE: (From left) Sergeant Eriek Gutierrez, Lance Cpl. Benjamin Nalls, and Lance Cpl. Christopher Bast became heroes when they 
risked their lives to save each other. Photo by Sg.t Michael Cifuentes

Handing over 
the reins

Leading him to safety
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Nalls, the patrol’s point 
man, quickly snatched up 
Bast and dragged him out 
of the water.

Wet, but undaunted, the 
patrol continued on with 
the resupply mission and 
dropped off the supplies 
to the squad in the cordon 
without further incident.

On the way back from 
the supply drop, the point 
man arrived at the canal 
that had given them prob-
lems earlier in the patrol. 
Marines searched for an 
alternate crossing point, 
not wanting to risk an-
other member of the squad 
falling into the cold water.

Nalls was the fi rst man 
to cross to the canal and 
was equipped with more 
than 60 pounds of gear and 
body armor. He proceeded 
to cross with caution, but 
the bridge shifted, caus-
ing Nalls to fall in against 
the current. The strong 
current swept him under 
the bridge and his helmet 
caught on a tree branch 
protruding from under-
neath the bridge.

“I didn’t have time 

to think. I reached up, 
grabbed the bridge, and 
pulled myself back up, but 
I could only get my head 
above the water,” said 
Nalls, a native of Stevens-
ville, Mont. “I called out 
to my team leader, Cpl. 
Bagley, but I got sucked 
under and trapped under 
the bridge. All I remem-
ber thinking was, ‘It can’t 
happen like this. I can’t die 
like this.’ ”

He unfastened his hel-
met to free himself from 
the bridge, and the current 
swept him down the nine-
foot-deep, 15-foot-wide 
canal. The Marines esti-
mated the water was fl ow-
ing at around 10 miles per 
hour.

As he was swept down 
the canal, the current 
fl ipped his body several 
times, head-over-heals, un-
derneath the water.

After being swept along 
for 50 meters, Nalls was fi -
nally able to reach for the 
canal bank where Bast and 
Cpl. Aaron Bagley, a fi re 
team leader on the patrol, 
grabbed him out of the wa-
ter. The current stripped 
him of his rifl e as he was 
fl ipping underneath the 
water.

Petty Offi cer 3rd Class 
Robert Meyers, the Navy 
corpsman on the patrol, 
rendered aid to Nalls as he 
began to vomit canal wa-
ter.

The patrol continued 
across the bridge, but as 
Gutierrez crossed, he lost 
his footing and fell in. The 
canal swept him down 
immediately. Bast ran to 
grab Gutierrez by his ar-
mor carrier, but he only 
reached his handheld fi eld 
radio and pulled it out.

Gutierrez continued 
down the canal. He was 
sinking under the weight 
of his gear and unable to 
keep his head above water.

“I was facing away from 
the canal looking into 
Lance Cpl. Nalls’s eyes 
with my pen light, who 
was facing the canal, when 
I heard someone yell Sgt. 
Gutierrez’s name,” said 
Meyers, a native of Wil-
liams Bay, Wis. “Immedi-
ately, I shined my pen light 
over my right shoulder to-
ward the canal to see Sgt. 
Gutierrez fl oating on his 
back down the canal. The 
only things visible were 
the front brim of his Kev-
lar [helmet], one of his 
hands, and the toes of his 

boots, indicating he was on 
his back.”

As soon as Meyers’s 
light hit Gutierrez in the 
canal, Meyers said he 
heard Nalls, who was still 
sitting in front of him, yell 
Gutierrez’s name.

“As I turned back to-
ward Lance Cpl. Nalls, he 
was already running to-
ward the canal and imme-
diately jumped back into 
the canal up to his neck,” 
Meyers said. “The whole 
span of time, from the time 
my pen light hit Sgt. Guti-
errez in the canal, to when 
Lance Cpl. Nalls jumped 
back into the canal, was 
probably less than four sec-
onds.”

Nalls said he knew ex-
actly what happened as 
soon as he heard every-
body yelling his name and 
knew Gutierrez was in the 
same exact situation he 
had been in.

“I didn’t really think 
about it,” Nalls said. “To 
me it was clear-cut. I knew 
what I had to do and I did 
it.”

Nalls was able to pull 
Gutierrez to the bank of the 
waterway, where nearby 
Marines were able to help 
the two out of the water. 
The Marines on the patrol 
called for a helicopter to 
evacuate Bast, Nalls, and 
Gutierrez, who were then 
fl own out of the area and 
treated for hypothermia.

“When you stick your 
hand at the bottom of an 
ice chest to get a soda — the 
canal water felt that cold,” 
said Gutierrez, a 26-year-
old from Alhambra, Calif.

The Marines recovered 
quickly, according to Delta 
Company’s executive offi -
cer, 1st Lt. Jeremy A. Ober-
dove.

“Anybody in my platoon 
would have done the same 

thing for me,” Nalls said.
Gutierrez said if Nalls 

wasn’t there to pull him 
out, he wouldn’t be here 
today.

Unfortunately, the Ma-
rines were unable to re-
cover Nalls’s helmet and 
rifl e that sank somewhere 
at the bottom of the canal. 
The Marines cordoned it 
off for the rest of that night 
and continued to search for 
the next two days.

The Marines coordi-
nated with the district 
governor to dam the ca-
nal in order to lower the 
water level and continue 
the search. They also in-
formed the local Afghan 
Uniformed Police who were 
responsible for patrolling 
Qual-e Now.

When the level was low-
ered enough to proceed 
with a better search, the 
Marines discovered that 
the Afghan Uniformed Po-
lice had gotten into the ca-
nal on their own initiative 
to search for the rifl e and 
helmet.

The police found the 
M4 carbine service rifl e, 
returned it to 1st Light 
Armored Reconnaissance 
Battalion, and Nalls was 
reunited with his weapon.

“They got hand-in-hand, 
and they trudged their way 
around the canal, feeling 
around with their feet,” 
said 1st Lt. Jorge Colon, a 
team leader with the Police 
Advisory Team, 1st Light 
Armored Reconnaissance 
Battalion.

Colon and his team of 
Marines once trained and 
mentored the police at the 
Qual-e Now precinct, but 
have since stepped back as 
the police are able to han-
dle operation of the pre-
cinct on their own.

“They could’ve just as 
easily not gone after it, 

but they went out day af-
ter day and recovered the 
gear,” said Colon, a native 
of Worcester, Mass.

The squad’s platoon 
commander, 1st Lt. Logan 
Deffner, said “for the Af-
ghan Uniformed Police to 
go into the canal on their 
own accord, without a 
tasker from the Marines, 
and recover the rifl e was a 
huge relief.”

The recovery was 
thought of as a harbinger 
of the ability local security 
forces have to operate on 
their own, and the partner-
ship they have with Ma-
rines.

“It’s a great example of 
the state that we’re in right 
now — with the transition 
phase of turning over the 
main efforts to the Afghan 
National Security Forces,” 
continued Deffner, a na-
tive of Greenwood, Ind. “It 
says a lot about the trust 
relationship we have with 
them. It says a lot about 
their ability to do things 
on their own and take their 
own initiative.”

Colon said the police 
unit responsible for the 
fi nd has been operating in-
dependently since Decem-
ber 2011 and continues to 
advance in their capabili-
ties.

“Because of the profes-
sionalism of the Afghan 
Uniformed Police in Qual-e 
Now, the Marines got their 
gear back,” Colon said. “It 
just goes to show you: the 
level of partnership we 
have here with the Afghan 
Uniformed Police. They’re 
willing to go out of their 
way and put their bodies 
in harms’ way with the 
cold water. They’re will-
ing to stick their neck out 
and help us get our gear for 
us. It means a lot to us if 
they’re willing to do that.”

Master of Science in  
Administration degree
Provides a solid core of leadership  
skills with several concentration  
choices to fit your career goals.

 
at Fort Hamilton 

  
holds classes at Fort Hamilton.                          

That’s right - CMU offers  
high-quality degree programs

that are close, convenient, 
flexible, and affordable!

Military friendly  
university

Visit www.cmich.edu/military  

discounted tuition rate.
 

Surprised?

We make it possible.
CMU at Fort Hamilton.
Call 718-748-8386 or toll–
free 877-268-4636 today!
www.cel.cmich.edu/fthamilton

mali coast. International 
partnerships and eager-
ness to share information 
and assets has lead to a 
drop in piracy in the re-
gion. From the time of Jan-
uary to March, 2012, there 
was a decrease in piracy 
attacks on vessels from 41 
to 11, and successful pirat-
ing from 13 to four over the 
same period in 2011.

“It is my intent to con-

tinue the outstanding ef-
forts of Commodore Jensen, 
and the progress which he 
and his team onboard Has-
ley have made countering 
piracy in this region,” said 
Tanin. “I am also greatly 
looking forward to work-
ing with all the different 
nations of Combined Mari-
time Forces.”

Commander Combined 
Task Force 151 is one of 
three task forces under 
control of Combined Mari-
time Forces, based in Bah-
rain. Commander Com-

bined Task Force 151 was 
established in 2009 to de-
ter, disrupt, and suppress 
piracy, protect maritime 
vessels of any nationality, 
and secure freedom of nav-
igation for the benefi t of 
all. Commander Combined 
Task Force 151’s area of 
operation encompasses 1.1 
million square miles in the 
Gulf of Aden and Somali 
Basin.

For more, visit www.
navy.mil, www.facebook.
com/usnavy, or www.twit-
ter.com/usnavy. 

Continued from page 23 

Reins

Continued from page 23 

Heroes
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•  L e a r n  a b o u t  o u r  D e g r e e  &  I n t e r n s h i p  P r o g r a m s  

•  M e e t  w i t h  A d m i s s i o n s  &  F i n a n c i a l  A i d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

•  P r e s e n t a t i o n s  &  D e m o n s t r a t i o n s  i n  o u r  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S t u d i o s

•  S c h o l a r s h i p s  A v a i l a b l e   

Summer Classes & Workshops for High School Students  July 2 - August 10

Summer Programs for Graduate Students  July 2 - August 10

Summer College Programs   May 21 - July 20

Five Towns College

Open House - Saturday, April 14 at 1 pm

•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N T A R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
•  J O U R N A L I S M  •  M A S S  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  B U S I N E S S  •  M U S I C  P E R F O R M A N C E   •  T H E A T R E  A R T S

www.facebook.com/fivetownscollege

6 3 1 . 6 5 6 . 2 1 1 0             3 0 5  N .  S e r v i c e  R o a d   D i x  H i l l s ,  N e w  Y o r k  1 1 7 4 6         w w w . f t c . e d u

HARBOR WATCH
Marines strained their 

necks as they looked up to-
ward the sky at what could 
only be described as a gi-
ant balloon flying above 
Camp Delmar in Califor-
nia on March 29. Marines 
from the 15th Marine Ex-
peditionary Unit trained 
with a new communica-
tions system that expands 
the capabilities of the 
Marine Air Ground Task 
Force.

The system is called 
Combat SkySat, and it’s 
used to retransmit infor-
mation to extend the range 
of ultra high-frequency 
communications.

The SkySat uses a he-
lium balloon with a hang-
ing antenna to relay ultra 
high-frequency signals. 
Flying at an altitude be-
tween 55,000 and 85,000 
feet in the Earth’s strato-
sphere, the balloon in-
creases the range of com-
munication to 600 miles in 
diameter.

The system is built by 
Space Data Corporation 
and is billed as a “float and 
forget” retransmission 
system. The balloon has a 
communications payload 
attached to it containing a 
global positioning system, 

radios, and antennas. Two 
separate radios, one that 
controls the height and 
one that allows commu-
nication between person-
nel, are the lifeline of this 
high-tech equipment.

The main benefit of us-
ing the SkySat is that it 
uses ultra high-frequency 
line of sight instead of ul-
tra high-frequency sat-
ellite communications, 
which the military heli-
copters cannot receive. 
This allows Marines on the 
ground to speak directly 
with pilots during opera-
tions and exercises with-
out having to retransmit 
through a middle man. 

The launch control sta-
tion allows the operator 
to drive the balloon. Us-
ing helium or hydrogen 
to inflate the balloon and 
an internal ballast sys-
tem (about five pounds of 
sand), the operator can 
make elevation adjust-
ments as necessary. If the 
balloon needs to be higher, 
the operator can unload 
some of the sand to make 
the system lighter. If el-
evation needs to be lower, 
the operator can release 
some of the gas through 
the venting system, which 
drops the balloon. There 

are no fans to assist in di-
rectional change, that’s up 
to the wind currents. 

“The 15th Marine Expe-
ditionary Unit is adopting 
the system in response to 
the 26th MEU’s successful 
use of it in Libya, Afghani-
stan, and Pakistan,” said 
Capt. Michael E. Ginn, as-
sistant communications 
officer, Command Ele-
ment, 15th Marine Expedi-
tionary Unit.

The battery life for the 
system is about eight to 
10 hours and the system 
can be launched in winds 
up to 45 knots, said Ginn. 
Depending on wind speed, 
the system can easily 
cover hundreds of miles 
before it dies.  

“The communications 
Marines have launched 

three balloons this week,” 
said Ginn. “One landed at 
Twentynine Palms.” 

Additionally, the Unit 
uses a tactical satellite sys-
tem that requires a mid-
dleman on solid ground 
to deploy an antenna and 
relay ultra high-frequency 
signals via satellite. Be-
cause of the unit’s expe-
ditionary nature, the new 
SkySat system will match 
the capabilities required 
to communicate between 
all elements of the Marine 
Air Ground Task Force 
and eliminate the need for 
a middleman, explained 
Ginn.

With the SkySat, Bull-
rush will be more capable 
than ever as it continues 
training for its upcoming 
deployment.

Look up in the sky — it’s a bird, it’s a plane — no, it’s a communication balloon

LIFT OFF: Marines release the Combat SkySat balloon at Camp 
Pendleton, Calif.  Photo by Lance Cpl. Timothy Childers

Combat SkySat launched in Calif.

Courier-Life CLASSIFIEDS
Call 718-260-2555
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BY KATE BRIQUELET
It is the year 2012 — and pulpy 

science fi ction is vanishing from 
the galaxy. Can these earthlings 
from Brooklyn stop the tides of 
fate and rescue scores of forgotten 
paperbacks?

Greenpoint couple Ash Kalb 
and Cici James are on a mission 
to save the science fi ction of the 
1960s and ’70s by scanning the 
books and putting them online 
page by page.

“This isn’t just about great 
books,” said Kalb, a tech lawyer 
who founded the project,  Singu-
larity & Co ., with his actress fi -
ancée. “Nobody in the future will 
know if they’re any good or bad 
unless we scan them.”

The lovebirds acquired 2,000 
weird tomes and plan to open a 
Sci-Fi print bookstore in DUMBO 
this spring — a space that will 
double as an offi ce for their day 
jobs.

Their fi rst selection is Terence 
Haile’s 1962 novel “Space Train,” 
a hilariously campy read about 
giant space crabs, suggested by 
renowned author Neil Gaiman 
himself. 

But before they 
can put the book 
online, they must 
rove the planet 
in search of copy-
rights.

Kalb is on a 
hunt for the chil-
dren of the sib-
lings of the now-de-
ceased Haile to get 
permission to put 
the book online.

Bud Webster, 
a liaison for the 
Science Fiction & 
Fantasy Writers of 
America, said tracking down es-
tates could be very diffi cult since 
people have little to go on except 
obituaries that mention family 
members.

“Some authors may never go 
out of print,” Webster said, refer-
ring to Robert Heinlein and Isaac 
Asimov, whose estates are han-
dled by agents. “But others seem 
to sink further and further into 
unfair obscurity every year.”

What will happen to Michael 
Moorcock’s “The Winds of Limbo” 
(Was the Fireclown a power-mad 

charlatan — or the last hope of 
Earth?) or Jerry Sohl’s “The Al-
tered Ego” (He was offered eternal 
life — The price, a living death!)?

Singularity & Co. plans to is-
sue a new e-Book each month for 
little or no cost and will include a 
page outlining what was learned 
about the bygone author along the 
way.

“This is a detective project,” 
Kalb said. “If we don’t do it, they’ll 
be gone forever.”

For info on this heroic project, 
visit  singularityand.co .

Greenpointers embark on mission to rescue novels

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
AND ELI ROSENBERG

A wildly controversial cam-
paign by members of the Park 
Slope Food Co-op to enact a store-
wide ban on Israeli-made food 
products died at an initial vote 
last Tuesday.

Members of the shopper-run, 
politically active grocery store 
voted 1,005–653 against schedul-
ing an offi cial vote on the hum-
mus boycott, saying it unfairly 
singles out Israel — and that 
politics don’t belong at the din-
ner table.

“If you don’t like something 
don’t buy it — but keep politics 
out of the Co-op,” said member 
Levi Capland. 

Hundreds of members, from 
sign-waving demonstrators to 
breast-feeding moms, joined re-
porters from Jewish publications 
and national news outlets in a 
packed room at Brooklyn Techni-
cal High School as grocery store 
patrons cast ballots on the pro-
posed boycott.

Protesters stormed the high 
school, waving anti- and pro-
Israel signs outside the private 
meeting, where members gave 
tense, emotionally charged tes-
timony about whether the store 
should ban Israeli-made goods 
including hummus, paprika, 
and olive spread due to the coun-
try’s alleged human rights viola-
tions against Palestinians.

Some members backed up 
that idea, saying the store should 
act socially responsible.

“I feel I have a moral respon-
sibility to vote for [the ban] be-
cause of a trip I took to Pales-
tine,” said Dennis James, who 
claims he saw bullet-riddled hos-
pitals and bombed out buildings 
during his trip overseas.

The high-profi le vote this 
week prompted neighborly rifts, 
political grandstanding, and 

 more news coverage than some 
actual elections .

Members fi rst proposed the 
boycott — which would have 
cleaned the shelves of about six 
products such as Osem cous-
cous and Meditalia basil pesto 
— three years ago in the store 
newsletter.

It’s not the fi rst time the 
1,600-member shop has voted to 
ban products. The Park Slope 
Food Co-op banned South Afri-
can products during apartheid 
and, more recently, plastic bags.

Some critics have called the 
plan anti-Semitic, including 
 conservative Internet TV per-
sonality Glenn Beck  and  Mayor 
Bloomberg .

In the hours before the heated 
meeting, which wound up being 
the biggest in Co-op history, an 
angry man stormed the manag-
er’s offi ce at the grocery store, 
demanding a chance to vote  — 
 prompting a visit from the cops .

The issue was contentious, 
and many Co-op members say 
they’re just pleased it’s over.

“I’m happy we can have our 
hummus and eat it, too,” Cap-
land said.

SPEAKING OUT: Gina Eichenbaum-
Pisker had plenty to say about the 
Co-op meeting vote. 

CAPTAIN FUTURE: Greenpoint lovebirds Ash Kalb and Cici James are on a mission to save pulp science fi ction from going 
extinct — by uploading the books online page by page. Community Newspaper Group / Kate Briquelet

Ban Slammed

SAVING SCI-FI

Food Co-op votes ‘no’ on Israeli food 

SUPPORTING ISRAEL: Sue Herskovitz protests the Park Slope Food Co-op’s 
proposed ban on Israeli products. Community Newspaper Group / Eli Rosenberg
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BENSONHURST

Yeah — our very own Big Screecher, 
Carmine Santa Maria, celebrated his 
big 44th anniversary with his lovely wife 
Sharon. The pair actually got hitched on 
March 16, but due to the Screecher’s obliga-
tions with the BWECC! gala event of the cen-
tury, festivities had to be postponed to this 
past weekend. The happy couple tripped 
the light fantastic at Restaurant 101 in Bay 
Ridge, dinning on a chicken cutlet entree for 

Sharon and loin of pork and broccoli di rabe, 
along with an appetizer and dessert, for our 
favorite columnist. The Big Screecher was 
a big sport and gave his lovely bride carte 
blanche on his Master Card as an anniver-
sary gift, telling Standing O, “Thank god 
for Sharon, I don’t know if I would have ever 
made it without her by my side.” Standing 
O says, “Sharon, you are a saint.” Wishing 
you both many happy cent anni. 

MIDWOOD

Bravissimo
Each year students from around the 

country compete in the August Wilson 
Monologue Competition.

The LeAp- (Learning Through an Ex-
tended Arts Program) sponsored event, 
now in it’s fourth year, is named after the 
famed Pulitzer Prize-winning dramatist, 
African-American August Wilson.

Entrants are charged with performing 
two-to-three-minute monologues from one 
of Wilson’s plays from his Century Cycle se-
ries. Judges then rank the students based 
on their energy, physical presentation, 
lines and memorization, characterization 
and emotional connectedness, as well as 
their vocal presentation, projection, and 

their understanding of the material.
This year’s budding dramatists, Tay-

lor Garcia, Siddiq Saunderson, Deidre 
Ricketts and alternate Jose Rodriguez, 
all hail from Edward R. Murrow HS and 
will go on to compete in the state portion of 
the competition in Manhattan on April 19.

Edward R. Murrow HS [1600 Ave. L at 
E. 17th Street in Midwood, (718) 258-9283].

BAY RIDGE

In the beginning…
Congratulations to the students at Xaver-

ian who competed in the Science Olympiad 
at Grover Cleveland High School, The Gen-
esis Program teens, led by faculty mem-
bers Robert Procida and James Screiner, 
placed in the top fi ve 
in four separate cat-
egories: Meteorology, 
Storm the Castle, Dy-
namic Planet, and 
Rocks and Minerals. 
They even aced the 
trophy for best new 

team. “The whole day was just a great suc-
cess, Standing O pal Robert told us. “Our 
students won over with a bang.” 

Xaverian HS [7100 Shore Rd. between 
MacKay Place and 71st Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836-7100].

BOROUGH WIDE

Civil suits
Each year the city honors extraordi-

nary government employees with the Sloan 
Public Service Awards, and this year, our 
borough snagged two of the best civil ser-
vants around. Donna 
Lee Gordon, director 
of Behavioral Health 
Nursing and Pallia-
tive Care at Coney Is-
land Hospital. Donna 
was lauded for her pio-
neering work which 
revolutionized care for 
the chronically and terminally ill patients 
in the community. Philip Weinberg, prin-
cipal of the High School of Telecommunica-

tion Arts and Technology in Bay Ridge, was 
given the thumbs up for his stewardship 
and leadership in shepherding his students 
to outstanding achievements. The recipi-
ents were honored at a whoop-de-do at Coo-
per Union last month, where they each got 
a cash prize of $10,000. Mayor Bloomberg 
said Brooklyn “is blessed with a great pub-
lic workforce and this year’s honorees rep-
resent the best of government and the very 
best of what our city has to offer.” Of course, 
Standing O knew that already.

GRAVESEND

Hold the mayo, add pickles
Three cheers to the Roy Campanella HS 

students in Dolores Levy and Ms. Osorio’s 
classes for their caring and generosity. Do-
gooding students Kevin Walters, Tamika 
Burke and their classmates make, wrap, and 
pack sandwiches and then deliver the yummy 
meals to the Salt and Sea Mission, a local food 
pantry in Coney Island. What started out as a 
one time deal has morphed into a weekly trip 
to provide food to the mission. 

Standing O pal Dolores told us, “This is 
win-win situation, our students learn about 
life skills, food preparation, and navigating 
public transportation, all the while helping 
others in need of a meal.”

PS 721 K, The Roy Campanella HS [64 
Avenue X between W. 11th and W. 12th 
streets in Gravesend, (718) 996-8199]. 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BRIGHTON BEACH

Spring is just bursting open with 
new, new, and more new here. It’s the 
grand opening of the beautiful Brigh-
ton By The Sea condominium. The 
brand new deluxe apartment house in 
the sky offers one and two bedrooms, 
penthouse apartments, terraces, du-
plexes, and you should only know, all 
stainless steel appliances, granite coun-
ter tops and imported Italian cabinets. 
Hold onto your hats, folks, because each 
unit has two full baths—now we’re talk-

ing. There is also indoor and outdoor 
parking available, and as we all know in 
Brighton, a parking spot is worth more 
than a bucket of gold bullion. Come on 
down and take a gander at these lux resi-
dences, starting at $300,000. If you need 
a place to hang your hat and luxury is 
what you’re after this is the condo for 
you. What are you waiting for?   Hurry 
up available units won’t last long. 

Brighton By The Sea [3041 Brighton 
Second St. between Ocean View and 
Brighton Beach avenues in Brighton 
Beach, (718) 288-9601].

BEDFORD STUYVESANT

Snip, snip hooray!
Technical Career Institutes 

opened its fi rst Brooklyn school on 
March 26, when staff, pols, and stu-
dents gathered at 1360 Fulton St. to 
snip the ribbons, and Standing O says 
“it’s about time.” The college, founded 
in 1909, has always been based in that 
other borough, Manhattan, and was 
made famous by its  small class sizes 
and great teachers — and who can 
forget  those awesome mid-afternoon 
commercials on channel 11 . TCI has 
ranked in the top in the two-year col-
lege category in the nation for the 
past 11 years. Albert Wiltshire, chief 
of staff for Congressman Ed Towns 
(D–Fort Greene), told Standing O,  
“This is a major step for this area and 
community, and it is important that 
our children will have opportunities 
to learn and grow at TCI.” The new 
campus offers state-of-the-art class-
rooms and a great location.

Technical Career Institute [1360 
Fulton St. at Pearl Street in Down-
town, (212) 764-0320].

SNIP, SNIP: Brighton By The Sea condominium is now open.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Holy houses! New condos are a steal

A screech sent out to the Screecher
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Brooklyn tots and teachers 

had a pajama party — at school!
Teachers, parents, and kin-

dergarten and pre-K kids ditched 
their civvies for PS 255’s Pajama 
Party on March 29, where jam-
mie-clad tutors read classic sto-
rybook tales to encourage stu-
dents to read at home.

“The kids love it,” said Ash-
ley Pecora, a kindergarten 
teacher at the Homecrest school. 
“They love that they’re coming 
to school in their pajamas, that 
they’re allowed to bring a blan-

ket and a stuffed animal, and 
the kids love that their teachers 
come in their pajamas.”

Lori Caiazzo — who started 
the annual event in 2007 — 
kicked off the night with a group 
reading of “Brown Bear, Brown 
Bear,” while giving parents tips 
and tricks on how to get their 
kids hooked on phonics, includ-
ing showing their kids the book’s 
pictures before reading the story, 
and not worrying about re-read-
ing the same book twice, thrice, 
or more.

The pajama-clad students 

then broke up into smaller 
groups, and were read “Caps for 
Sale,” a story about a cap-steal-
ing monkey, before they were 
handed materials to make their 
own monkey puppet.

Of course, no pajama party 
would be complete without party 
favors.

“At the end of the night, the 
children were given a couple of 
books to take home and the par-
ents got some handouts reiterat-
ing any tips for reading at home 
and ways to encourage their 
children to read,” said Pecora.

BEDTIME BUDDIES: (Top) Anna Bibik brought her stuffed bear to the party. (Above) Julia Renervil, 6, and Emily Dorfman, 5, are enthralled by the book being read aloud. (Right) The little listeners are 
hanging on every word coming from pre–K teacher Suzanne Feldman. Photos by Steve Solomonson

HUNGRY FOR READING: Public School 255’s Lori Caizzo, who started the school’s Pajama Party in 2007 to encourage 
kids to do some reading, says the event is still going strong. 

SLUMBER TIME: PS 255 KIDS HAVE FUN IN THEIR PJS
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By Eli Rosenberg

Some people are treating Brooklyn’s backyard like it’s the bor-
ough’s vegetable garden.

Intrepid foodies are foraging for greens in Prospect Park, and 
they say it’s more sustainable, more affordable, and more enjoyable than 
shopping at the farmer’s market — even though it’s against park rules.

“Free food is good!” said Leda Meredith, a foraging pro who will 
bring a band of gatherers to the green space on April 15 before a four-
course meal inspired by foraged fare at the Farm on Adderly in Ditmas 
Park.

“You get to interact with the natural landscape in a way that helps 
the environment — and there is this great treasure hunt aspect to it,” 
said Meredith, who’s been leading tours of Prospect Park for more than 
a decade.

And now’s the time to do it: Prospect Park edibles are sprouting early 
this year, due to the second warmest New York City winter on record.

Wild greens, edible flowers, wild garlic, and early mushrooms are 
just a few of the goodies popping up in the borough’s biggest park — 
and Meredith says the season’s bounty is one of the best in years.

“It is phenomenal right now because of the warm winter,” she said. 
“There’s a double abundance of things out there as well as plants you 
wouldn’t normally see for another month.”

The people behind the Farm on Adderly say the move toward forag-

ing is just the natural extension of dominant trends in the foodie move-
ment, from organic fare to locavore cooking.

“People are realizing how much better food is when it comes from 
nearby and it doesn’t have to travel at all,” said the locavore lounge’s 
events coordinator Stephen Sheffer, whose restaurant does not plan to 
serve food foraged from Prospect Park at the meal. “Plus, that’s at the 
crux of the philosophy of the restaurant.”

Foraging is forbidden  under parks rules , which stipulate that plants 
and flowers cannot be removed from greenspaces, a Parks Department 
spokeswoman said.

But foragers insist they are helping the environment and doing the 
work of Parks employees for free by clearing the park of invasive plants 
and weeds that just happen to be edible — and tasty.

“If I’m digging up burdock root you could say I’m damaging park 
property, but on the other hand, the Parks Department brings in people 
to come in and weed out things like burdock because it’s invasive,” said 
Meredith. “But you do have to be sure that you’re harvesting in a way 
that doesn’t disturb the environment.”

“Forage and Dine” foraging tour in Prospect Park and dinner at 
the Farm on Adderley [1108 Cortelyou Rd. between East 11th Street 
and Westminster Road in Ditmas Park, (718)287-3101] April 15, $80. 
Tour begins at 1 pm, dinner at 8 pm. For info, email thefarmonadder-
leyevents@gmail.com.

Foragers get greens exploiting 
the gray areas of park rules

Eating local: Foraging extraordinaire 
Leda Meredith samples a redbud 
tree in Prospect Park. 

Photo by Stefano Giovannini By Eli Rosenberg

Foraging in Prospect Park can be 
nutritious, delicious, and a little 
bit illegal — but tickets from park 

rangers aren’t the only thing locavores 
should fear. Poisonous and toxic plants 
abound in the park. This is by no means 
a comprehensive guide, but here’s a 
quick list of three things that are safe to 
eat in the park — and three things that 
aren’t. (Of course, check with an expert 
before eating any plant).

SAFE
Dandelion

A plant for resourceful times, dan-
delion has greens, 
flowers, and roots that 
are all good to eat. And 
you can make wine 
from them!

Garlic Mustard Greens
The greens are delicious — and 

invasive — so you can 
get your dinner and 
feel like you’re doing a 
good thing by harvest-
ing them, too.

Burdock Root
Yes, you can get burdock, also 

known as gobo, at the 
farmer’s market or the 
Park Slope Food Co-Op 
— but why deal with 
hassle or cost when you 
can pull up the root all 
over Prospect Park yourself?

NOT SAFE
Poison Hemlock

It looks like fennel and has a simi-
lar licorice-like aroma, 
but hemlock is not a 
plant to ingest. Socrates 
famously drank a cup 
of tea made from the 
stuff after being con-
demned to death in 399 BC.

Pokeweed
Various parts of the invasive plant 

can be consumed if 
prepared properly at 
the right time of the 
year, but for the most 
part the plant, its ber-
ries, and its roots are toxic.

Poisonous nightshade
Part of the same plant family that 

includes potatoes, egg-
plants, and chili pep-
pers, it can be deadly. 
Don’t be fooled by the 
berries!

Foraging dos 
and don’ts 

PARK TO TABLE

WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  
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“Dead on.” 
– The NY Times

“Absolutely incredible!” 
– WABC Radio

“A Mesmerizing Musical Memoir” 
– Bloomspot

TICKETS or SHOW & DINNER: MySinatra.com or 212-352-3101
PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE:  Thur & Fri 7:30pm, Sat at 8pm & Sun 3:00pm
Like us on f or follow us on t
for more information SCAN THIS QR CODE FOR WEBSITE AND TICKETING

Theater  •  221 W 46th Street

Second Avenue at 8th Street     (800) 982-2787
www.stomponline.com  Connect with us:

SUNDAY, APRIL 15 AT 2PM

Sponsored by:

MOSCOW FESTIVAL BALLET’S

Giselle
2011-2012 SEASON

Tickets: $36-$45

Saturday, April 28 at 8pm

One night only!

Tickets: $35

“Forget that Roslyn Kind is 
Barbra Streisand’s kid sister.  

She is too good — and too special —
to have to worry about comparisons.” 

– Don Heckman, Los Angeles Times

BrooklynCenterOnline.org or 718-951-4500
Walt Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College

2/5 train to Flatbush Avenue on-site paid parking available
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This ballet has brains 
and brawn.

Visual art and 
dance will collide in 
Williamsburg next weekend 
at the debut of choreogra-
pher Julia Gleich’s new ballet 
“The Brodmann Areas” at 
the Center for Performance 
Research.

The production, which 
came together in only three 
weeks and runs from April 
12 to April 15, features six 
dancers interpreting how dif-
ferent regions of the brain, 
called the Brodmann areas, 
affect how the body moves.

“Each dance will be built 
around an idea that may have 
something to do with the 
Brodmann Areas and we’re 
going to use that as an idea to 
investigate how the body can 
work within the dance con-
text — and we’re going to put 
that into art,” said Gleich.

Gleich and her collabora-
tors, including Bushwick art-
ists Paul D’Agostino, Audra 
and Margo 
Wolowiec, and 
gallery director 
Jason Andrew, 
brainstor med 
choreography that reflects 
how thoughts and emotions 
mix, including a duet with 
a male dancer playing the 

brain’s gray matter and a 
female dancer as its white 
matter, and a solo piece 
where a performer acts out 
the digits of Pi to 170 deci-
mal places.

“What I found 
is that as I choreo-
graphed Pi, my 
dancer can recite 
every digit and she’s 

remembering it as a move-
ment,” said Gleich.

The ballet will also fea-
ture D’Agostino’s black and 

white images projected onto 
a wall adjacent to the danc-
ers, the Wolowiecs’ sound 
and video creations, as well 
as props like oranges, lad-
ders, and chalkboards — 
though Gleich hasn’t figured 
out exactly how she’ll put 
everything together. 

Andrew, who is produc-
ing the show, said bringing 
artists of different media 
together for a dance perfor-
mance is its own success, 
and if the performance is 
anything like Andrew and 
Gleich’s well-reviewed pro-
duction last year, then audi-
ences can expect something 
special.

“We’ll be ready to go on 
April 12 with something 
spectacular and surprising,” 
he said. “You can’t go wrong 
with so many brilliant artists 
working together. 

“The Brodmann Areas: 
A New Ballet from Norte 
Maar” at Center for 
Performance Research [361 
Manhattan Ave. between 
Jackson Street and Withers 
Street, Williamsburg (646) 
361-8512], April 12–14, 7:30 
pm. April 15, 2 pm. Tickets 
$25, $20 for seniors and stu-
dents. Visit www.nortemaar.
org.

ˆ– Aaron Short

Who says you gotta leave Brooklyn to 
travel around the world?

An innovative travel expo is show-
casing dozens of culturally-rich and little-known 
Brooklyn “stay-cation” destinations — proving 
you can find adventure, relaxation, and world-
renowned food without an airplane ticket.

“People used to take road trips — now we 
can take creative and affordable mini-trips,” said 
expo creator Caylin Sanders.

Dozens of food-and-travel-centric vendors — 
including rooftop farms, historic soda shops, and 
hip hotels — will show off 
Brooklyn-based daytrips 
and getaway ideas at the 
Fort Greene event.

The expo will also 
feature short weekend 
getaways such as cheese tastings in Vermont, 
canal tours upstate and Vineyard trips to 
Pennsylvania. 

Sanders said the expo caters to families, food-
ies, folks with eco-friendly traveling priorities, 
and pteromerhanophobics who like to take trips 
without taking flights.

Brooklyn Farmacy & Soda Fountain owner 
Peter Freeman, who will have a booth at the 
expo, said Brooklynites just need a little info and 
inspiration.

“There’s so much at your fingers here; some-
times you don’t even realize it,” he said. “So this 
is a blueprint.”

Local Food & Travel Expo [1 Hanson Pl. 
at Flatbush Avenue in Fort Greene] April 14 at 
12pm. $13 for adults; free for kids. Visit www.
escapemaker.com.

– Natalie O’Neill

There’s nothing sketchy about this show.
Williamsburg’s Art House Co-op will 

exhibit more than 20,000 sketchbooks 
from artists around the globe who scrawled, 
painted, cut, pasted, and even carved up two 
million pages over the past year in the first stop 
of the Sketchbook Project’s seventh annual world 
tour.

The N. Third Street library will house the 
paper volumes from April 14 through the end of 
the month — but you’ll need to visit the art space 
for more than once (or enroll in a speed reading 
class) to absorb everything.

If you treat the sketchbooks like flip books 
and manage to get through one page of art per 
second, it would take 23 days to finish every 
single volume in the collection — an infeasible 
goal, according to the Art House Co-op’s Eli 
Dvorkin.

“It’s impossible — it’s such a daunting amount 
of work to process,” said Dvorkin, whose favorite 
sketchbook is usually the one he’s finished most 
recently. “We find books, fall in love, share with 
the rest of our crew, and constantly find new 

ones.”
Artists can sign up online and receive a blank 

32-page paper book made from recycled Oregon 
pulp that they can fill any way they like. When 
they’re done, they send it back to Williamsburg 
to be exhibited in the Co-op’s library space.

“The footprint for the books is really small but 

they stand up well,” Dvorkin said. “You can flip 
them in a bag or a pocket and take them with you 
on your adventures.”

The only rule is that the artists must keep the 
books at the original dimensions of five inches 

by seven inches, but everything else 
is fair play. Dvorkin has seen artists 
cram text into every corner, turn the 
books into pop-out maps, and even 
slip pieces of wood, metal, and plastic 

onto the pages.
Last year, more than a thousand sketchbook 

fans streamed through the library’s doors to 
check out the new books at its opening. 

And on April 18, next year’s Sketchbook 
Project will be open for submissions — so get 
ready to find your inspiration and make your 
notebook of art.

2012 Sketchbook Project Tour at the Art 
House Co-op [103 N. Third St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue, Williamsburg (718) 
388-7941]. April 14-30. 6-10 pm. Free. Visit www.
arthousecoop.com.

– Aaron Short

Brooklyn is about to be “bowlered” over.
Magicians Trey Lyford and Geoff 

Sobelle are heading to Kingsborough 
Community College on April 21 — for one 
night only — to perform their hit show “All 
Wear Bowlers” for the first time since 2007 — a 
gravity-defying display that could actually put the 
two men in traction.

“We have to try to not to hurt ourselves — it’s 
a pretty physical,” said Lyford, cocreator of and 
performer in the show . “It’ll be the same show 
though, except we’re a bit more bald than last 
time.”

The show revolves 
around the antics of two 
vaudevillian silent movie 
characters who, through 
some phenomena of arcane 
what-have-you, are transported into a strange, 
alternate dimension where gravity forgets which 
direction is down and reality can’t make up its 
mind.

“It’s a magical show. We create surreal 
moments on stage where the impossible happens, 
and moments of surprise, where gravity stops 
behaving the way it should,” said Lyford. 

The show, which debuted in 2003, enjoyed a 
10-week run in Manhattan and has traveled across 
the globe to England, Germany, Korea, and Italy.

“All Wear Bowlers” at Kingsborough 
Community College [2001 Oriental Blvd. near 
Oxford Street in Manhattan Beach, (718) 368-
5000] on April 21, 8 pm. Tickets are $25. For info, 
visit www.kbcc.cuny.edu.

– Colin Mixson

Sat.
4/21

Bodies in motion: Dancers (from 
left) Abby Roesner, Morgan 
McEwen and Jace Coronado prac-
tice a scene at the Ballet Center 
for Performance Research.
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Sketchbook library checks out artists’ journals

Brodmann ballet

Defying gravity

Tiny trips

Little Orphan Annie’s grown up fans will 
be flocking to the Bell House on April 19 
for a showing of the 1982 movie musical 

complete with themed cocktails, drinking games, 
contests, sing-alongs, and Rocky Horror Picture 
Show-style audience participation.

The event is the brain-child of Jerm Pollett, 
who’s been running sing-along viewings of 

children’s movies at the 
Bell House for the past 
year, among them “The 
Lion King,” “The Little 
Mermaid,” “Aladdin,” and 

“The Wizard of Oz.” 
Pollet picked the John Huston-directed film 

because of its associations with his own child-
hood and with the culture of pre-teen girls that 
grew up while the flick was in theaters. 

“‘Annie’ just seemed like just a natural,” 
Pollett said. 

Pollett promises “a party atmosphere” at the 
showing. 

“It’s amazing to have 400 people in the same 
room singing these songs,” Pollett said. “Some 
people have seen these movies over 50 times. 
They know all the songs and all the words. And it 
turns a rock music space into more of an intimate 
community.”

But some may have a hard knock time leaving 
the Bell House on April 19, especially after par-
ticipating in the Miss Hannigan drinking game, 
where viewers will chug a drink every time the 
nasty orphanage headmistress tells the children 
to shut up. A wide array of custom-made “Annie” 
drinks such as “Cold Mush,” “Rooster Juice,” 
and “Warbucks Punch” will also be offered, 
Pollet said.  

There will also be a costume contest before 
the movie for fans who want to dress up like their 
favorite character, a trivia game, and a cleaning 
match—relay race using brooms.

The Annie Sing-Along at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh Street between Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus; (718) 643-6510] on April 
19, 7:30 pm. $10 for advanced tickets, $12 for day 
of show. For tickets, go to www.ticketweb.com.

– Will Bredderman

Starting
4/14

Sing to ‘Annie’

Thurs.
4/5

Sat.
4/14

Sketches galore: Art House Co-op’s Caitlin Scholl shows a 
sketchbook by Canadian artist Hugh Langis. The Co-op’s 
Sketchbook Project will feature thousands of books.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Starting
4/12
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JoinUs
Ea� erSunday

Three Course Menu
$34.95

Children $14.95
Including Traditional Favorites Like

A La Carte Menu Also Available

718.332.8494

www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

By Natalie O’Neill
Rum makers are popping up in Red Hook 

faster than you can scream, “Yo-ho-ho!” 
In the past three weeks, two small-batch 

rum distilleries have begun bottling organic 
sugarcane-based hooch that’s tasty enough to 
make Captain Morgan switch labels.

One distillery belongs to Daric Schlesselman 
— a Comedy Central editor-cum-booze buff — 
who crafts his vanilla-noted liquor using fair 
trade, unprocessed sugar at his Van Brunt 
Stillhouse.

“It’s a lot like cooking: I get the best ingre-
dients then use my palate to steer flavor in the 
most interesting direction,” Schlesselman said.

Schlesselman distills the elixir — dubbed 
“Due North Rum”($35), which is not yet for 
sale — at a low temperature to create a light-
but-full-bodied flavor.

He said he opened the 225-barrel operation 
in Red Hook because there’s enough industrial 
space to set up shop and the hood has a “pio-
neering spirit.” 

Rum makers are rare outside the Caribbean 
— and there are only a handful in New York — 
but Schlesselman is not the only one anchoring 
the trade in Red Hook: Cacao Prieto bottles 
chocolate-based rum using organic cacao from 
the Dominican Republic  just four blocks away , 
proving the liquor has sailed far beyond its days 
as cheap pirate swill.

A spokesman for  Cacao Prieto, Alex Clark, 
said the neighborhood’s zoning rules actually 
help up-and-coming neighborhood booze-
makers.

“Red Hook’s got the zon-
ing — and it’s a great spot for 
creative people,” he said.

Van Brunt Stillhouse [6 
Bay Street at Ostego Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 852-6405].

HOT & COLD
CATERING

BREAKFAST
SERVED
ALL DAY

3741 Nostrand Ave.
(between Avenues X & Y)

718.648.3794
Open 24 Hours, 

7 Days

FREE BAGELS
Buy $15 of Boar’s Head Cold Cuts

Get 6 Bagels FREE
With Coupon

10% OFF
Any Catering Order

Bagel Platters and so much more

Wed. & Sun. Special 

$6.99

EVERYDAY SANDWICH
SPECIAL

Any Boar’s Head Cold Cut

Rolls $3.99  Hero $4.99
+ Tax

Bagel Wheel - $54.99 - Feeds 12-15

With Coupon

With Coupon

FREE
BAGELS

Buy 4 Bagels

Get  Bagels

FREE
Not Valid On Wed. & Sun.

With Coupon

FREE
BAGELS

Buy 8 Bagels

Get  Bagels

FREE
Not Valid On Wed. & Sun.

With Coupon

RUM DIARIES!
Small-batch booze makers turn
Red Hook into one big distillery

Brooklyn booze: Daric Schlesselman makes organic, unprocessed rum at a new 
distillery in Red Hook — and he’s not the only rum maker in the ‘hood.

Photos by Stefano Giovannini

Drink up: Due North Rum is organ-
ic, small-batch hooch made in Red 
Hook. It will soon hit the shelves.
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*Offer valid at participating locations. Offer expires 04/30/12. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer code must be used when placing order. 
Containers may vary. EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS, the Fruit Basket Logo Design and Bunny Festival are registered trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. 
©2012 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved. Franchises available; call 1-888-727-4258 or visit eafranchise.com.

EdibleArrangements.com

Call or visit the location nearest you:

Bunny Festival® 
with pineapple bunnies 
dipped in chocolate

SAVE $ *

on any order
Code: BCNG0312

BOUNTIFUL
bunnies

*Offer valid at participating locations. Offer expires 04/30/12. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer code must be used when placing order. 
Containers may vary. EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS, the Fruit Basket Logo Design and Bunny Festival are registered trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. 
©2012 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved. Franchises available; call 1-888-727-4258 or visit eafranchise.com.

EdibleArrangements.com

Call or visit the location nearest you:

Bunny Festival® 
with pineapple bunnies 
dipped in chocolate

SAVE $ *

on any order
Code: BCNG0312

BOUNTIFUL
bunnies

1736 Sheepshead Bay Road
 Brooklyn, NY11235

718-535-7909

5114 Avenue N
 Brooklyn, NY11234

347-587-7500

1446 86th Street
 Brooklyn, NY11228

718-837-3784

4
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Italian Cuisine • SeafoodItalian Cuisine • Seafood
Call for reservations

718.833.0800
7201 8th Ave.

Bay Ridge

www.NewCornerRestaurant.com
Play N.Y.S. Lottery & Quick Draw

OPEN 7 DAYS
CATERING
FOR ALL

OCCASIONS

Cocktail Lounge
Take Out Orders

Major Credit Cards

Engagements
Bridal Showers

Christenings
Complimentary Glass of Wine or Soda

FOUNDED OVER
75 YEARS AGO BY

Vicenzo Colandrea
NEW CORNER RESTAURANT

IS NOW CONCIDERED
A LANDMARK TO VISIT

$19.75 $26.95LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH 
SPECIALSPECIAL
LUNCH 

SPECIAL
Monday - Saturday 12:00 to 3:00

MAXIMUM 8 PEOPLE (EXCEPT HOLIDAYS)

4 Course 
Lobster Dinners

DINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIAL
Monday - Thursday

3:00 to 11:30
MAXIMUM 8 PEOPLE
(EXCEPT HOLIDAYS)

DINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIALDINNER SPECIAL

$24.95
26.95

$29.95
$
Join Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYSJoin Us For FISH FRIDAYS$14.75

Monday - Saturday

LITELITELITELITELITELITE
LUNCHLUNCH

LITE
LUNCH

4 Course 
Fish Dinners

RESERVE 
EARLY FOR 

EASTER 
SUNDAY

By Sarah Zorn

Bay Ridge is all lit up over Glow Thai — a new 
Southeast Asian eatery that has become a beacon of 
hope for what seemed like a cursed spot for restau-

rants.
Even though its storefront on Third Avenue and 71st Street 

has turned over more failed food establishments than tables 
over the past few years, the six-month-old restaurant’s suc-
cess is a sign of the neighborhood’s changing tastes — and its 
willingness to embrace an authentic representation of Thai 
food that goes well beyond green curry, drunken noodles, 
spring rolls, and pad thai.

“We’re somewhat polarizing, because our emphasis is 
on food and experience and flavors — pungent, sour, sweet, 
and spicy — rather than appealing to mass market tastes,” 
said Anthony Loupos, who co-owns the business with wife 
Suwanna Amatmontri, who serves as chef.

“I hope we can continue to find success just by being 
authentic and by being excited about our food,” he said. “I 
would never want to compromise and stop doing that.”

So far, the plan seems to be working — although standard 
Thai menu mainstays are the definite best sellers. But harder 
to come by dishes like larb (minced salad with chicken, pork 
or beef, onion, scallion, and toasted rice), quid diow street 
noodles (rice noodles with fish balls, fried garlic and bean 
sprouts in a musky broth), homemade pork and rice sausage, 
and the impossibly fiery — and off the menu — jungle curry 
aren’t far behind.

For Glow’s rapidly growing legion of acolytes, mouth-
watering food has become almost secondary to the profound 
feeling of community Loupos and staff have worked hard to 
foster.

Loupos attributes this to an active use of social media, not 
just as a tool to promote the business, but as a means to make 
direct connections within the neighborhood.

“A lot of people see social media marketing as boxes to 
check off — Facebook account? Check. Twitter? Check. 
But we use it as a way to actively reach out and engage with 
everyone,” Loupos said.

That means blurring the line between Facebook and 
Epicurious.com.

“We share content on how to make pad thai, on how to 
use Thai ingredients. When someone likes us on Facebook, 
we thank them by name. It’s all very personal,” he said. 
“And what’s resulted is this following of customers that have 
become our actual friends.”

Glow Thai [7107 Third Ave. between 71st and 72nd Streets 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 748-1920].

By Sarah Zorn

The first rule of NY Bite 
Club is that you don’t talk 
about NY Bite Club.

So much for the first rule.
Husband and wife team 

Daniel and Alicia (last names 
withheld, as per the second 
rule), have been operating 
underground, members-only 
dinner parties out of their pri-
vate, Brooklyn brownstone 
(undisclosed location — third 
rule), and various under-the-
radar Manhattan residences for 
the past six years.

“We maintain day jobs and 
always will — if Bite Club was 
a full-time venture with employ-
ees and leases and obligations, 
it would kill our enjoyment of it,” Daniel 
said. “This project was born out of our 
love for cooking, meeting new people, and 
creating a relaxed, homey environment. It’s 
hardly a money-making venture.”

Not that it couldn’t be — the clan-
destine nature of the covert supper club 
plays perfectly into current foodie trends of 
speakeasies, subterranean cocktail loung-
es, and unmarked restaurants, not to men-
tion plucky, do-it-yourself ventures that 
gleefully cut out the middle man (or in this 
case, the Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene, which disallows such establish-
ments under the health code).

More than 1,000 members currently 
clamor for the 30 or so seats available at 
each Bite Club event, which are announced 

via newsletter and — 
before PayPal expedited 
the process — reserved 
through a surreptitious 
money drop at one of 
three secured loca-
tions throughout the 
city.

The fuss is worth 
it — $100 buys eight 
superbly prepared, high-
end courses, which include dishes like 
swordfish with parsnip and guanciale hash, 
caramelized foie gras with caramel and 
vanilla bean poached pear, and — during 
a recent press party commissioned by BBC 
America to promote an upcoming cooking 
competition — huitlacoche quesadillas and 
six-hour roasted baby goat in handmade 

masa tortillas.
Just make sure to BYOB: NY 

Bite Club nixed wine service 
years ago to avoid further legal 
complications.

The cash also procures a 
spot in a rather unique social 
experiment, which Daniel and 
Alicia orchestrate through use 
of communal tables and care-
fully crafted seating charts that 
mix and match members from 
all walks of life.

“When we first started out, 
everyone was either an artist or 
investment banker, but once we 
started to get press, our mem-
bership profile got very broad,” 

Daniel said. “One week, 
there’d be a group of 
French tourists, then, 
older Indian couples 
in their 60s. They told 
us their spiritual advi-
sor said it would help 
their marriage if they 
came.”

So diners willing 
to skirt city laws for 

a gourmet meal should 
show up hungry and be ready for anything 
(that’s the fourth rule of NY Bite Club).

“We’ve had everyone from models to 
chefs, to guys that run the NASDAQ, but 
it’s not at all pretentious,” he added. “It’s 
about giving yourself over to the food and 
experience, no matter who you are.”

Visit www.nybiteclub.com.

Thai gets real
Glow really shines

Glow Thai hostess 
Joanna Harnmontri 
show off the Bay 
Ridge eatery’s very 
spicy jungle curry.
Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Dining on
The Down-low
Infiltrating Brooklyn’s underground supper club

(Above) Organizers of the secret restaurant asked us to obscure their faces. 
(Below) A Pozole was a big crowd pleaser — for a crowd that can’t speak  about 
where they were and what they ate.               Photos by Stefano Giovannini
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Congratulations to John Keegan 
owner of Greenhouse Café and Cappucino Café, 

on his nomination as 

Deputy Marshal 
in the Bay Ridge Saint Patrick’s Day Parade

With friends (from left to right): 
Jim from Jabour Realty, Jimmy of  Mussels and More, 

and Tom Anthony of Tuscany Grill 
WAY TO GO JOHN…”SLÁINTE”

TOMMASO
ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Serving Fine Italian Food For 38 Years

Elegance Without Extravagance
1464 86th St., Brooklyn, NY 11228

Valet Parking Friday & Saturday

718-236-9883
 www.tommasoinbrooklyn.com

E-mail: tom@tommasoinbrooklyn.com

EASTER DINNER 2012 Sunday, April 8th

$31pp +tax & grat.

EASTER DINNER 2012
Choice Of:

Créme of Asparagus Soup
Special Easter Antipasto
Rigatoni w/ meat balls
Lasagna Napolitano

Spiedini Romana

ALA CARTE MENU ALSO AVAILABLE
ShenYun2012.com/NYC

REVIVING 
5,000 YEARS  
OF CIVILIZATION.

Presented by Shen Yun Promotions International

APRIL 18-22
DAVID H. KOCH  
THEATERLINCOLN CENTER

Presented by Shen Yun Promotions

LINCOLN CENTER
Hotline: 800-818-2393

COMING BACK 
IN APRIL

JANUARY SHOWS SOLD OUT

Authentic Spanish & Mexican Cuisine

HUEVOS A LA FLAMENCA
Sunny side up baked eggs, ham, artichoke w/ salsa ranchera

SALMON ALBARINO
Salmon steak an Albarino wine, lemon sauce w/ sautéed potatoes & mescaline salad

BISTEC TAPATIO
Charcoal grilled steak topped w/ eggs & salsa tapatia, served w/ black beans, saffron rice & corn tortilla

WITH MANY MORE ENTREES TO CHOOSE FROM

Every Sat. & Sun. from 12-3pm
$12.50

includes a mimosa on Bloody Mary

~

We Are Now Accepting Reservations for Easter Sunday

Serving Brunch from 12-3pm and Dinner from 3pm on

VISIT OUR OTHER FINE RESTAURANTS

212-977-7373
Restaurant Row, NYC
342 - W46 Street

212-675-1977
Greenwich Village, NYC

166 - W4 Street

212-242-9338
Greenwich Village, NYC

168 - W4 Street

646-415-7924
Greenwich Village, NYC

170 - W4 Street

212-675-1955
Greenwich Village, NYC

166 - W4 Street

The

TACO
Shop
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Fri, April 6
Movie night: Shorts and a full 

length family appropriate movie. 
Free! 6:15. The Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

“Music, concert: Tangos by 
Astor Piazzolla. Free. 12:30–1:30 
pm. St. Francis College [180 
Remsen St., between Court 
and Clinton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489-5272]. 

egg hunt: Find the decorated 
eggs and share in lots of good-
ies. $15 (Free for registered 
members). 2–4 pm. Ms. J’s Gym 
[289 Kent Ave. at S. Second 
Street in Williambsburg, (718) 
218-7065]. 

teen tiMe: Get together with 
friends and read books, play 
games and listen to music. Free. 
4 pm. Greenpoint Public Library 
[107 Norman Ave. at Leonard 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 349-
8504], www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

“urban odyssey”: The world 
premier by Loco7 Dance Puppet 
Theater. Suitable for children 
12 and older only. $25 ($20 stu-
dents and seniors). 7:30 pm. La 
Mama [66 E. Fourth St. in Lower 
East Side, (212) 475-7710], www.
lamama.org. 

art, dr. John: Insides Out: An 
art show featuring the legend-
ary Dr. John in a three-weekend, 
multi-artist residency. $30-$75. 
8 pm. BAM Harvey Theater [651 
Fulton St. at Rockwell Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

save baloo: Benefiting the care 
and treatment of a 2 year old 
rescue pup Baloo. Circus, live 
music, popcorn and more. $20 
($15 for children 12 and under). 8 
pm. The Muse (32 S. First Street 
at Kent Avenue in Williamsburg). 

SAt, April 7
PERFORMANCE

Music, brain cave Festival: 
Rock out for two nights of 
Brooklyn DIY’s best and bright-
est. $20. 4 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

Music, Jazz concert: Eugene 
Marlow’s heritage Ensemble 
performs “Spins and Grooves”. 
Free. 10 pm. BAM Cafe [30 
Lafayette Ave. between St. Felix 
Street and Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], www.
bam.org. 

Sun, April 8
OUTDOORS AND TOURS

tour, Walking tour: Lace 
up your trainers and explore 
the city’s first suburb, Brooklyn 
Heights, and stop by Plymouth 
Church and other historic sites. 
Presented by Big Onion tours. 
$18 ($15 seniors and students 
with valid ID). 11 am. City Hall 
Park [Broadway and Chambers 
St. in Downtown Manhattan, 
(888) 606-9255], www.bigonion.
com. 

OTHER
sunday singalong: Come 

sing, clap, dance or just watch. 
Free. 12:15 pm. The Moxie Spot 
[81 Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. . 

Workshop, coMpost For 

brooklyn!: Haul your cast off 
egg shells, your apple cores, 
your wilted carrot tops yearn-
ing to be free to Kensington’s 
volunteer run compost! Free! 
1 – 3 pm. Newkirk Community 
Garden (Newkirk Avenue and 
E. Eigth Street in Kensington), 
compostforbrooklyn.org/drop-
off-hours. 

singles, Friendship circle: 
Women ages 48 to 65 to meet 
Sundays for lunch, dinner, trips, 
shows and more. Pre-registrta-
tion required. Sorry no walk-ins. 
Free. 2 pm. El Greco Diner [1821 
Emmons Ave. at Sheepshead 
Bay Road in Sheepshead Bay, 
(718) 336-7908]. 

club, chess club: Club forming 
for children 6 to 10 to meet and 
play; A coach will be on hand to 
help students hone their game 
skills. Admission fee provides for 
the coach, supplies and hope-
fully tournament costs. Spon-
sored by Town Square. $100 (for 
whole six months). 4 pm. Call for 
location, (917) 957-1714. 

Mon, April 9
spring Fencing caMp: New 

York Fencing Academy. $400-
$500. 10 am–3 pm. New York 
Fencing Academy [2896 West. 
12th St., between Surf Avenue 
and Neptune Avenue in Brigh-
ton Beach, (718) 996-0426], 
www.nyfencingacademy.com. 

little sprouts: For children 5 
and younger. Learn about plants 
and seeds. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am–12:30 pm 
and 2:30–3:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 Brook-
lyn Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in 
Crown Heights, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

tueS, April 10
singalong: Come clap, dance, 

sing or just watch! $2.50. 11:00. 
The Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 923-9710], themoxiespot.
com. 

little learners club: Story-
time, playtime and arts and 
crafts for children 2 years old 
and their moms/caregivers. 
$125 per month. 9:30 –10:45 am. 
St. Anselm’s Church [365 83rd 
St. between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Bay Ridge, (718) 745-
7643]. 

discovery Week: Families cel-
ebrate spring by investigating 
fragrant flowers and bursting 
buds. Free with garden admis-
sion. 11 am–1 pm. Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden [1000 Washing-
ton Ave., at Eastern Parkway in 
Crown Heights, (718) 623-7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

“sharin a ride”: An original 
musical with CArbon Footprint 
Man and the Professor. Rec-
ommended for children 4 and 
older. Free with museum admis-
sion. 11 am and 1:30 pm. New 
York Transit Museum [Boerum 
Place at Schermerhorn Street 
in Downtown, (718) 694-1600], 
www.mta.info/mta/museum. 

clay art: Children 5 and younger 
create a fun clay painting to 
take home. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am–12:30 pm 
and 2:30–3:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 Brook-
lyn Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in 
Crown Heights, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

Workshop, english con-
versation: Adults practice 

X between West First and West 
Second streets in Gravesend, 
(718) 382-5792], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

eco art: Children 5 and younger 
use recycled materials to cre-
ate a hands-on craft. Free with 
museum admission. 11:30 am–
12:30 pm and 2:30–3:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum 
[145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, (718) 
735-4400], www.brooklynkids.
org. 

story tiMe: Children 3-5 years 
old enjoy classic songs and 
books. Free. Noon. Ulmer Park 
Public Library [2602 Bath Ave. 
at 26th Avenue in Bath Beach, 
(718) 265-3443], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

lecture, the presidency 
and leadership: Expert on 
US Policy Frank Sorrentino leads 
discussion. Free. 12:30–1:30 
pm. St. Francis College [180 
Remsen St., between Court 
and Clinton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489-5200]. 

MoM’s group: New moms get 
together. $15. 1 –2:30 pm. 
Gumbo [493 Atlantic Ave. be-
tween Nevins Street and Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (718) 
855-7808]. 

lecture, JenniFer Wingate: 
American Studies director leads 
discussion on Teaching Ameri-
can Studies Through the Lens 
of Commemorative Practices. 
Free. 4–5:30 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St., be-
tween Court and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 489-
5200]. 

Workshop, hoMeWork help: 
Children get after school help 
with assignments. Free. 4:30 
pm. Eastern Parkway Public 
Library [1044 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Kingston Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 778-9330], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

Writing Workshop: Teens get 
helpful hints on their short sto-
ries, essays and poetry. Free. 5 

Arts and crafts: Put the Easter candy to work, practice making shapes 
with gumdrops and toothpicks - then use sticky shapes to make 3-D 
patterns. For children 4 and older. Free with museum admission. 1:30–
2:30 pm. Brooklyn Children’s Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, (718) 735-4400], www.brooklynkids.org. 
Arts and crafts: Put the Easter candy to work, practice making shapes 
with gumdrops and toothpicks - then use sticky shapes to make 3-D 
patterns. For children 4 and older. Free with museum admission. 1:30–
2:30 pm. Brooklyn Children’s Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, (718) 735-4400], www.brooklynkids.org. 

conversational speech. Free. 1 
pm. Coney Island Public Library 
[1901 Mermaid Ave. at West 
19th Street in Coney Island, (718) 
265-3220], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

reading riF: School age children 
earn free books by reading. 
Free. 2:30 pm. Ft. Hamilton 
Public Library [9424 Fourth Ave. 
at 94th Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
748-6919], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

story and play: Infants to five 
years old hear stories and listen 
to songs. Free. 4 pm. Leonard 
Public Library [81 Devoe St. be-
tween Manhattan Avenue and 
Leonard Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 486-3365], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

bereaveMent support 
group: For children 6-12 years 
old who are grieving the death 
of a loved one. Pre-registration 
required. Free. 4:30–6 pm. St. 
Joseph’s High School for Girls 
[80 Willoughby St. at Bridge 
Street in Downtown, (646) 739-
1005], https://www.calvaryhos-
pital.org. 

reading, raJesh 
paraMesWaran: The author 
discusses “I Am An Executioner: 
Love Stories.” RSVP required. 
Free. 7–10 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 666-
3049], www.powerhousearena.
com. 

“i aM an executioner: 
Love Stories,” by Rajesh 
Parameswaran: Rajesh 
Parameswaran launches his 
debut fiction collection here at 
powerHouse. 7 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666-3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

Wed, April 11
toddler tiMe: For children birth 

to five years. Free. 11 am. Gra-
vesend Public Library [303 Ave. 

pm. Coney Island Public Library 
[1901 Mermaid Ave. at West 
19th Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 265-3220], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

support group, bereave-
Ment: Death of a spouse or 
partner. 5:30–7 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St., be-
tween Court and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 489-
5200]. 

Workshop, tango lessons: 
For adults and youngsters 
interested in ballroom danc-
ing - No experience and no 
partners necessary. Sponsored 
by the FIAO Beacon program. 
Pre-registration for youngsters 
required. Free. 6–9 pm. IS 96 
[99 Ave. P at W. 11th Street in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 232-2266]. 

dance, tango tiMe: Ballroom 
program with the Federation 
of Italian American Organiza-
tions of Brooklyn. “Free”. 6–9 
pm. Beacon Community Center 
at IS 96 [99 Ave. P at 11th Street 
in Gravesend, (718) 232-2266], 
fiaobrooklyn.org. 

“dust to dust,” a MeMoir by 
benJaMin busch: Actor, di-
rector, and Pushcart Prize nomi-
nee Benjamin Busch discusses 
his memoir about his childhood 
as the son of celebrated novelist 
Frederick Busch up to his time 
spent serving as a U.S. Marine. 
7 pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

thurS, April 12
psychology conFerence: 

Panel includes Deborah Best, 
Judy Kuriansky, Michael Ste-
vens, Georg Lind and Florence 
Denmark along with photogra-
phy exhibit “Dragon Seed.” $40 
(Free for St. Francis students 
and faculty). call for time. St. 
Francis College [180 Remsen 
St., between Court and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 489-5200]. 

dance-around: For children. 
$2.50. 11. The Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

birds oF a Feather: Children 
5 and younger discover birds 
and create a birdhouse using 
recycled materials. Free with 
museum admission. 11:30 am–
12:30 pm and 2:30–3:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum 
[145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, (718) 
735-4400], www.brooklynkids.
org. 

carousel: The iconic ride is 
open for rides for the whole 
family. $2 per ride. Noon–5 
pm. Prospect Park Children’s 
Corner (Enter at Flatbush Ave. 
and Ocean Avenue in Park 
Slope), www.prospectpark.org/
calendar. 

Workshop, crochet: Adults 
meet every week and work on 
their projects. 2 pm. Midwood 
Public Library [975 E. 16th St. 
between Avenues J and I in 
Midwood, (718) 252-0967], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

poetry Workshop: For teens. 
Free. 4 pm. New Utrecht Public 
Library [1743 86th St. between 
Bay 16th and Bay 17th streets in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 236-4076], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

bereaveMent support 
group: For children 13-18 
years old who are grieving the 
death of a loved one. Pre-reg-
istration required. Free. 4:30–6 
pm. St. Joseph’s High School 
for Girls [80 Willoughby St. at 
Bridge Street in Downtown, 
(646) 739-1005], https://www.
calvaryhospital.org. 

solar panel Workshop: 
Rooftop Solar Clinic. $35. 6:30 
pm. The Commons [388 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hoyt Street and 
Bond Street in Boerum Hill, 
(347) 689-3908], www.thecom-

monsbrooklyn.org. 
reading, nick dybek: Author 

of “When Captain Flint Was Still 
a Good Man,” in conversation 
with Rachel Syme. Free. 7 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [37 Main 
St. at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

concert, chickFactor pop 
concert: Chickfactor 2012: 
For the Love of Pop, featuring 
Stevie Jackson of Belle & Sebas-
tian, Honey Bunch, The Pines, 
The Softies, and more! $25. 8 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com.

Fri, April 13
arts and craFts: Children 5 

and younger create a paper-ma-
che project to take home. Free 
with museum admission. 11:30 
am–12:3 pm and 2:30–3:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum 
[145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, (718) 
735-4400], www.brooklynkids.
org. 

story tiMe: Children’s book spe-
cialist Jordan Nielsen reads fa-
vorite titles to children 2-6 years 
old. RSVP required. Free. 11:30 
am–noon. PowerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

FlaMenco in the boros: 
Flamenco performed by Vivo 
Carlota Santana. RSVP required. 
Free. 7 pm. St. Joseph’s Col-
lege [245 Clinton Ave. at DeKalb 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
940-5300]. 

the Material World: A pop 
musical about a family of social-
ist Jews in the 1920s who live in 
a house with Madonna and Brit-
ney Spears — and a young gay 
man from the 2011 who’s trying 
to overthrow the government. 
$15; or $8 low income. 8 pm. 
BAX – Brooklyn Arts Exchange 
[421 Fifth Ave. in South Slope, 
(718) 832-0018], www.bax.org. 

concert, rock and soul 
concert: Featuring The Liza 
Colby Sound, Muck & the Mires, 
Party Lights, and a DJ set by DJ 
Tony Lofi. $10. 8 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638-4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

theater, night oF sketch 
coMedy: Explores the idea 
that American men are in the 
midst of a transition. As told by 
female comedy writers. $20. 8 
pm. South Oxford Space [138 
S. Oxford St. in Fort Greene, 
(646)281-0652]. 

concert, beneFit concert: 
Still better than the Beatles: A 
tribute to The Shaggs. A Benefit 
For The Fremont, New Hamp-
shire Town Hall Historical So-
ciety. $15. 8:30 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

SAt, April 14
PERFORMANCE

concert, aMy ray concert: 
Featuring Kaia Wilson. $15. 7:30 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

Music, syMphonic concert: 
The Susan E. Wagner High 
School band performs. Free. 
7:30 pm. The New Utrecht 
Reformed Church [18th Ave. 
at 84th Street in Bensonhurst, 
(718) 256-7173]. 

SALES AND MARKETS
park slope Flea Market: 8 

am–6 pm. See Saturday, April 7. 
sales/Markts, Flea Market: 

Refreshments, clothing, and 
family commodities. Free. 9 
am–4 pm. Episcopal Church of 
the Holy Spirit [8117 Bay Pkwy. 
at 82nd Street in Bensonhurst, 
(718) 837-0412]. 
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Bringing Manhattan Dining to Brooklyn

Heaven by Russo  2338 Coney Island Ave.  Brooklyn, NY 11223  718-362-0408  www.HeavenRusso.com

Restaurant
Upscale Dining in Brooklyn  Owned by International Pop Star Avraam Russo

Call to make 
your reservation today

In our Mediterranean Fusion Menu, 
we use only Organic Produce

Grand Opening 
Special for the Month of April 

20% DISCOUNT  
Expires 04/30/12

Menu Items:
Salads:
Smoked Salmon Salad (smoked Salmon, Organic Spring Greens, Masago, 
Paneer Dressing) .....$12
Poulard Salad Smoked (Chicken Chops, Organic Mixed Greens, 
Tropical sauce) .....$12
Game Salad (Beef Tenderloins, Lingo berry Sauce, Organic mixed Greens) .....$15
Classic Greek Salad (Avraam Russo Style) .....$9
Cyprus Salad (Grilled Eggplant, Organic Mixed Greens, Pumpkin Seeds, 
Goat Cheese) .....$14
Kani Salad.....$10

Cold Appetizers:
Mediterranean Mezze Platter (Hummus, Babaganoush, Taramosalata, 
Turkish Salad, Mixed Pickled Vegetables) .....$15
Baba Ganoush Spread.....$7  Hummus Spread.....$7

Hot Appetizers:
Calamari Fritti.....$11  Turkish Style Liver Cubes.....$10
Cheese Cigars.....$8
Quattro Formaggio Puff Pastry (2 pieces) .....$6
Thai Salad w/ Beef.....$14, w/ Salmon.....$15, w/ Shrimps.....$16

Meat:
Side order choice of Vegetable, Rice, Mashed Potatoes or French Fries
Rib Eye Steak.....$23  Organic Veal Chops.....$25  Filet Mignion.....$23 
Lamb Chops.....$26 
Asado Beef Short Ribs (in a barbecue Cabernet Sauce) .....$25
Beef Shish Kebab.....$18

Poultry:
Side order choice of Vegetable, Rice, Mashed Potatoes or French Fries
Griiled Chicken Breast.....$14  Chicken Shish Kebab.....$12

Mediterranean Style Fish:
Fish Side Order Choice of Vegetable, Rice, Mashed Potatoes or 
French Fries
Grilled Salmon.....$18  Grilled Chilean Sea Bass.....$25
Branzino (Grilled or Fried) .....$21   Trout (Grilled or Fried) .....$18 
St. Peter’s Tilapia (Grilled or Fried) .....$21  Freid Flounder.....$19 (Fish of The Day)

Seafood:
Grilled Shrimps in Scampi Sauce.....$16  Mixed Seafood Platter.....$25

Desserts:
New York Cheesecake.....$9  Tiramisu.....$9  Napoleon Cake.....$8
Ice Cream.....$8  Mango Cake.....$9  Tartufo.....$8
Marseille Chocolate Cake 
(Served warm w/ ice cream) .....$12

 We can accommodate any event
 We have Live Music nights and DJ nights
 We have a Full Bar

We’re Open For 
Lunch
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GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

LIVE MUSIC

KARAOKE

Thursday, April 5 - PAUL DE WOLFE - 7 pm
Friday, April 6 - THE  RIDGE - 10 pm

Saturday, April 7 - PRODIGAL CHILD - 10 pm
Thursday, April 12 - HEATHER MCCOWN AND 

PSYCHIC KATHLEEN - 7 pm

Value up to $16 with your party of 4 or more
Redeem Your Free Dinner, Within a Month

Before or After Your Actual Birthday!

Cappuccino Café

718-989-8951
7721 3rd Avenue

Bay Ridge Brooklyn

718-989-8951
11am - 11pm Sun.–Thurs.

11am - 1am Fri. & Sat.
Free Delivery

Price Includes

Choice of Beverage
Soda, Bottle Water, Coffee, Tea, Cappuccino Cafe

Cafe Club Sandwich-Triple Decker with Ham, Cheese
Turkey Bacon, Lettuce, Tomato with Fresh Cut French Fries
Cafe Burger-Bacon, Cheeseburger with Lettuce, Tomato 
Pickle & Onion served with Fresh Cut French Fries

Grilled Chicken on Nan Bread with Basil and 
Olive Spread, with Garden Greens & Raspberry Vinaigrette

Served with Caesar Salad & Fresh 
Cut French Fries

Turkey and Ham with Swiss 
Cheese served in a Garlic Herb Tortilla

Julienne Sliced Chicken, Bacon Garden 
Greens, Tomato and Honey Dijon Dressing on a Flat Tortilla

Breaded Chicken Fingers, 
Franks, Hot Sauce, Blue Cheese, Lettuce and Diced Tomato, 
Celery served in a Flat Tortilla

Brownie or Cookies

  Y
ou

r P
lace  Our Place

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952
GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

GREENHOUSE CAFE

718-989-8952

Choice of Appetizer
Butternut Squash Soup 

Caesar Salad 
Lasagna Bolognese 

Fresh Fruit Plate
Eggplant Rolletini 

Garden Salad

BRUNCH
Seatings:

11 am & 12 Noon Only
“Unlimited Mimosa’s”

Appetizer,
Entrée, Dessert, 

Coffee
$2500

 
Per Person + Tax + Gratuity

Choice of Entrée
“Unlimited Mimosa’s” Roast Leg of Lamb with Gravy and Mint Jelly

Roast Maryland Turkey with All the Trimmings
Boneless Breast of Chicken Francaise

Broiled Salmon with Champagne Dill Sauce
Grilled Boneless Shell Steak ($8.00 Extra)

Shrimp Scampi, White Wine, Garlic, Lemon Butter

CHILDRENS MENU
$1695 

Per Child + Tax & Gratuity

DINNER
Seatings: 1 pm till 8 pm

All Entrees Served with Country Rice or Potato & Vegetable

$3695
Per Person + Tax + Gratuity

Dessert, Coffee, Tea

EASTER SUNDAY
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• ‘They knew it was important on 
a day like today to play well 
against an outstanding team.’

• ‘They don’t want to 
be the team that 
doesn’t win.’

BY ZACH BRAZILLER
Talk about a fairytale senior sea-

son!
Boys and Girls’ Leroy “Truck” 

Fludd led the Public School Athletic 
League’s Brooklyn AA in scoring and 
rebounding and guided the Kangaroos 
to their third-straight Public School 
Athletic League Class AA city title 
and their fi rst New York State Federa-
tion Class AA crown.

And Fludd knew he was going to go 
all the way from the very beginning.

“I imagined us completing every 
goal we wanted to,” he said of his 
hopes back in November, “and that’s 
what we did.”

Most impressively, the 6-foot-4 
wing, nicknamed Truck because he is 
built like one, was remarkably consis-
tent at both ends of the fl oor. He often 
guarded the opposition’s best player, 
he produced even when not shooting 
well, and he remained one of the city’s 
top fi nishers.

“Every big-name player on every 
big-name team, I felt he outplayed 
them,” Boys and Girls coach Ruth 
Lovelace said. “He knocked off all 
these guys he was compared to.”

His value was clear over the week-
end as Boys and Girls was on its fi rst 
state title. Fludd did a litte bit of every-
thing. He guarded St. Raymond’s Divi-
sion I-bound duo Kerwin Okoro and 
Daniel Dingle and scored 17 points 
and grabbed 12 rebounds himself. 

In the fi nal, he exploded for 25 
points, showing off a nice touch from 
the perimeter and throwing down a 
few explosive slams.

Soft spoken and quiet off the court, 
Fludd has said he just tries to play his 
hardest, harder than his opponent. 
Few spent as much time working on 
their game over the offseason as Fludd. 
Knowing he would be counted on more 
with the Kangaroos losing four start-
ers, he dedicated himself to developing 
a consistent jump shot and improving 
his ball handling to go along with his 
rugged inside game. He did very little 
traveling on the AAU circuit.

“His game came full-circle,” Love-

lace said. “He’s an all-around player 
now. He has the best all-around game 
[in the city].”

His future is uncertain. Love-
lace said Providence, Kent State, St. 
John’s, Arizona, South Carolina, and 
Alabama have inquired about Fludd, 
but he isn’t qualifi ed to play Division I 
basketball as of yet. 

He took the SATs on March 10 and 

needs to fi nish strong in the class-
room. Prep schools remain an option.

Fludd took a lot of heat when he 
opted to transfer to Boys and Girls 
after one year at Grady. At the time, 
Boys High was in the midst of a 30-
year title drought.

“I think I made a better decision 
coming to Boys and Girls,” he said.

And he has the rings to prove it.

BY MARC RAIMONDI
Christ the King hoops 

star Omar Calhoun lives 
for the big games, yet 
he had butterfl ies in his 
stomach inside a basket-
ball arena last Monday — 
and he wasn’t even play-
ing.

That’s because he and 
his sister Sierra, a Christ 
the King’s girls basket-
ball star, had front row 
seats at the Knicks game 
at Madison Square Gar-
den against the Milwau-
kee Bucks. Their compan-
ion? Mayor Bloomberg.

“He’s cool,” Calhoun 
said. “He’s really down to 
Earth. He’s a great guy to 
be around.”

Last week, Christ the 
King coach and athletic 
director Joe Arbitello got 
a call from the mayor’s 
offi ce. Bloomberg had 
seen a recent magazine 
article written about 
the Calhouns and was 
intrigued — not just by 
their basketball prowess, 
but by their upbringing 
by parents Omar Sr. and 
Samara, who were bas-

ketball stars themselves, 
as well.

Bloomberg invited the 
superstar siblings to the 
Garden to get to know 
them better. 

Calhoun called it a 
huge honor, overwhelm-
ing that the mayor knew 
who he was and wanted 
to meet him.

“He just talked to me 
about basketball, what 
I wanted to study in col-
lege — just basic conver-
sation,” Calhoun said. 
“We talked about basket-
ball and life in general.”

Calhoun said he en-
joyed watching Car-
melo Anthony  play and 
couldn’t believe the level 
of service those who sit 
in the front row receive. 
He said he was somewhat 
disappointed he didn’t get 
to meet Spike Lee, who 
wasn’t at the game. 

Bloomberg also had 
some inspirational words 
for Calhoun, he remem-
bered. 

“Basically he was say-
ing that I should always 

— Fontbonne coach Frank Marinello — Poly Prep coach Mildred Piscopo

Continued on Page 44

PEAS IN A POD: Christ the King’s Omar Calhoun kicked it with 
his new pal, Mayor Bloomberg, at the Garden on March 28. 
 AP / Seth Wenig

PLAYER OF THE SEASON: Boys and Girls senior Leroy “Truck” Fludd led the Kangaroos 
to their third-straight Public School Athletic League Class AA city title, and their fi rst New 
York State Federation Class AA crown this winter. Photo by Denis Gostev

Garden party 
for Calhouns

Fludd leads Boys and 
Girls to historic season
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BY MARC RAIMONDI
Heads were bowed. 

Faces were long. A few 
tears were shed.

Then Nazareth star 
Samson Usilo, the wise-be-
yond-his-years sophomore, 
addressed his teammates.

“I’m very proud,” the 
Nigeria native said. “We 
came here and we played 
well. There’s nothing for 
us to regret.”

The Kingsmen had ev-
ery right to be upset after 
a 66–59 loss to Bishop Lud-
den in the New York State 
Federation Class B semi-
fi nals on March 23. They 
have been fi ghting hard in 
the face of their school po-
tentially closing. 

That was the team’s mo-
tivation for winning the 
Catholic High School Ath-
letic Association Class B 
city title and the Catholic 
‘B’ state title.

“We really wanted this 
for our school and our 
coach [Todd Jamison],” ju-
nior point guard Naquan 
Chandler said.

But Usilo was right. 
The team, along with the 
girls’ squad, helped shed 
light on Nazareth’s plight. 
The Kingsmen helped the 
school gain headlines and 
attention it might not have 
normally received if its 
team wasn’t in the midst of 
an incredible run.

“Don’t focus on the end 
result,” Coach Jamison 
told the players. “Focus on 
the journey. The journey 
was good.”

It was better than that: 
Nazareth had not won a 
Catholic High School Ath-
letic Association citywide 
title of any kind since it 
won back-to-back with Rob 
Phelps in 1988 and 1989. 

Jamison said this team 
wasn’t the most talented 
he’s seen in his 17 years at 
the East Flatbush school. 
But it had the most chem-
istry — not to mention 
the most opportunity with 
the school fi ghting for its 
life. Principal Providencia 
Quiles has said that the 
board of trustees has given 
Nazareth three criteria 
to meet — in enrollment, 
fundraising and strategy 
— and it can remain open 
next year.

Nazareth (21–7) fought 
until the very end last Fri-
day night, getting within 
44–37 on an Usilo 3-pointer 
with 3:07 left after being 
down 19 points. 

But every time the 
Kingsmen made a run, 
Ludden (23–2) had an an-
swer, whether it was a big 
3-pointer from Ben Hack-
ett or Cameron Littlejohn, 
or a monstrous dunk by 
Danny Kaigler. The Gaelic 
Knights were 8-of-11 from 
3-point land.

“Each time we tried 
to bring up the intensity, 
they’d make a play or hit a 
three,” Usilo said. “I tried 
to tell my teammates, ‘We 
can’t quit. Keep fi ghting. 
We’ve come a long way.’ ”

The 6-foot-4 Usilo fi n-
ished with 28 points, seven 
rebounds, four blocks and 
four steals. Hackett had 
26 points and the 6-foot-5 
Kaigler had 14 points, 
seven rebounds, six assists 
and fi ve blocks.

“If he’s not one of the 
top players in the city, he 
will be next year — regard-
less of classifi cation,” Ja-
mison said of Usilo, who 
transferred in this year 
from Mount Zion in North 
Carolina.

None of the Kingsmen 
wanted to talk about next 
year. Jamison still fi rmly 
believes the school will 
remain open. He plans on 
getting back to offseason 
workouts in the coming 
weeks and mapping out a 
non-league schedule before 
long.

“Keep it moving,” Ja-
mison said. “Nothing is 
gonna change.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Fontbonne Hall hon-

ored former assistant 
coach Allen James with a 
moving ceremony — and a 
stirring victory.

Softball players, 
coaches, and parents hon-
ored James, the 64-year-
old first base coach who 
died of lung cancer on 
Jan. 31, with a pre-game 
ceremony, then celebrated 
an upset win over defend-
ing Catholic High School 
Athletic Association state 
champion Archbishop 
Molloy.

From the outset, Font-
bonne Hall players knew 
they had to make James 
proud.

“We knew we had to 
win this game,” sopho-
more Nicollete Tripani 
said. “It was a big thing for 
Mr. James and it meant a 
lot to us.”

It was Tripani that en-
sured Fontbonne’s 6–5 vic-
tory in the Catholic High 
School Athletic Associa-
tion Brooklyn/Queens 
‘AA’ softball at Dyker 
Beach last Tuesday. 

Her solo blast to left 
center field led off two-
runs in the sixth and tied 
the score at 4. But it was 
her single to deep center 
with the bases loaded in 
the seventh that won the 
game.

“Every time we were 
down he brought us back 
up,” Tripani said of James. 
“He told us never give up.”

The thrilling win was a 
fitting cap to an emotional 
day honoring their upbeat 
coach of 17 years. 

Before the contest, both 
teams stood along the foul 
lines holding blue and 
white balloons. All the 
Fontbonne players and 
coaches wore T-shirts that 
had on the back his name 
and signature phrase, 
“Next Fish,” referring 
to the next outfielder he 
would hit to in practice.

“He was not only like 
a father, but a friend to 
everybody,” senior first 
baseman Kristina Man-
dala said.

With James’s family in 
the pitcher’s circle, Bon-
nies head coach Frank 
Marinello spoke of his 
mentor’s affect on him 
both as a coach and father. 
Many of the program’s 
great players in recent 
years — Jackie Mitchell, 
Corine Fitzgibbons, Mi-
chelle Powers, and even 
his own daughter Jaclyn 
— wouldn’t have reached 
the same level of success 
without James, he said.

“There are just some 
times you run into people 
who change your life,” 
Marinello said.

James’s daughter Jen-
nifer Favato, who played 
at Fontbonne, was sur-
rounded by her mother 
Barbara, sisters Christine 
James and Laurie Katz, 
and James’s five grand-
children. She read a poem 
that emphasized cherish-
ing those you leave be-
hind, but learning to let 
them go.

The players then fit-
tingly let go of the bal-
loons they were holding to 
symbolize that feeling. 

Marinello noticed that 
one white balloon was 
stuck in the tree until the 

code of conduct was read. 
She saw that as a sign 
of James watching over 
them. James, Marinello 
said, treated his players 
like they were his daugh-
ters.

After the players spoke, 
Marinello announced 
James’s No. 1 would never 
be worn again, and a patch 
in James’s memory will be 
on the Fontbonne uniform 
from here on out. James’s 
granddaughter Julia Katz, 
wearing a white and pink 
shirt with a No. 1 and “Pop 
Pop” on the back, threw 
out the first pitch and Jen-
nifer coached an inning at 
first where he would have 
been.

“It was a tremendous 
part of his life, but he 
never took away from us,” 
his wife Barbara said. “As 
much as he loved the sport, 
he was always there for 
us. He really truly enjoyed 
being a softball coach at 
Fontbonne.”

Her husband, a Viet-
nam veteran, got involved 
in the sport 25 years ago, 
coaching Jennifer and 
Christine with the local 
Bay Ridge Stars. They 
said they never knew how 

many lives James touched. 
During the wake, close 
to 100 Fontbonne players 
past and present marched 
in and did a cheer in his 
honor.

“We always knew he 
was an amazing person and 
selfless person,” Christine 
said. “We just didn’t know 
how many other children 
he had outside of his bio-
logical children.”

His softball family did 
him proud following a sea-
son of inconsistency. An 
error on Michelle Cipria-
no’s shot to right brought 
home Mandala, who had 
singles to make it 5–4 in 
the bottom of the six. Mol-
loy, ranked No. 1 in the 
city, tied the score on a 
Dana Moss’s RBI single 
in the seventh. The Stan-
ners got just two hits off 
Tripani, who struck out 
seven, outside it 3-4-5 hit-
ters. Molloy left two on in 
the fifth after starter Ma-
ria Palmeri was thrown 
out trying to steal home.

“The kids just played 
up,” Marinello said. “They 
knew it was important on 
a day like today to play 
well against an outstand-
ing team.”

HITTING THE RIM: Nazareth’s 
Samson Usilo had 28 points in 
the Bishop Ludden loss. 
 Photo by Denis Gostev

Bonnies honor late 
assistant softball coach

Naz boys fall to 
Bishop Ludden

A MOVING SERVICE: The Fontbonne girls hand the James family fl owers and other gifts during a 
service for former assistant coach Allen James. Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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BY ZACH BRAZILLER
For the second straight year, the Mid-

wood Hornets upset powerhouse Grand 
Street Campus — and this time the Hor-
nets pulled the shocker of the day when 
a run-rule landed in their favor.

“Crazy, man, crazy,” Midwood base-
ball coach Charlie Barbieri said after 
the Hornets’ dramatic 9–8 victory last 
Tuesday. “Even though we got mercied, 
we felt like we competed with them. We 
didn’t feel overmatched. We came in to-
day feeling pretty good.”

Designated hitter Danny Kaye drew 
a bases-loaded walk from Grand Street 
reliever Jose Cuas to force in the win-
ning run and added a two-run single in 
the sixth. 

Midwood (1-1) scored three in the 
seventh to win, aided by walks. Grand 
Street pitchers walked eight over the fi -
nal two frames. Shortstop Brandon Eng 
and fi rst baseman Joseph DiLeo each 
scored three times, Mike McCann drove 
in two, and Matt Croak and Milo Sklar 
also added an RBI apiece. Reliever Raad 
Gheith picked up the win by going the fi -

nal two-and-one-third innings.
“It was defi nitely a big win,” Barbieri 

said. “To win that game is just huge for 
us. Last year it kind of catapulted us 
into the playoffs. Hopefully this year, it 
catapults us into a strong season.”

OUTPLAYED: Even Grand Street Campus 
player K. Martir, a Xaverian transfer, couldn’t 
turn the tide of Midwood’s 9–8 victory last 
Tuesday. Photo by Robert Cole

Midwood nails 
Grand Street 9–8

BY MARC RAIMONDI
Poly Prep’s softball team 

spent most of last season try-
ing to fi nd an identity. The nu-
cleus of a team that won fi ve 
straight Ivy League and New 
York State Association of In-
dependent Schools Athletic 
Association titles was long 
gone and in its place a new 
group of inexperienced play-
ers looking for confi dence.

“I think that was half our 
struggle to me — who are we 
going to be as a team?” Blue 
Devils coach Mildred Piscopo 
said.

The answer didn’t come 
right away. Poly Prep didn’t 
win the Ivy League title.

But in the postseason, 
the Blue Devils transformed, 
beating the three teams they 
fell to in the regular season 
to win an incredible sixth 
straight New York State As-
sociation of Independent 
Schools Athletic Association 
softball title. 

The positive vibes from 
that championship run have 
carried over into 2012 with 
the vast majority of those 

players returning for another 
season.

“It defi nitely made these 
kids grow closer together, 
form a bond and say, ‘Yeah, 
this is how we are,’ ” Piscopo 
said. “I don’t know if they re-
ally believed the whole season 
that they could do that.”

Now they believe and a 
seventh straight title isn’t a 
far-fetched notion.

This year, Poly Prep wel-
comes back its veteran core: 
senior third baseman Katie 

Friel, junior catcher Jacquie 
Kennedy, and junior center 
fi elder Kerri Saputo. It’s that 
triumvirate that Piscopo 
hopes will be the backbone 
of the team and to produce 
in the order on a consistent 
basis. Kennedy, a three-sport 
star, has been tearing it up 
during the Blue Devils’ an-
nual trip to Florida.

“Though they played well 
last year, I need them to step 
up and be the leaders this 

BACK IN FORM: Poly Prep’s softball team is looking for its seventh 
straight title this year. Photo by Denis Gostev

Poly Prep eyes lucky seven

Continued on Page 44

Never Overpay at Incredible

AUTOGROUP

Never Overpay at Incredible

AUTOGROUP

• State Of The Art Service & Body Facility
• We Service All Makes & Models
• Pick Up And Delivery Service

• We Accept All Extended Warranties Regardless Of Where You Purchased Your Vehicle
• Complimentary Car Wash With Every Service
• Customer Waiting Lounge With WiFi

Never Overpay at Incredible

AUTOGROUP

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

$24.95
ADDITIONAL COST FOR SYNTHETIC OIL, SHOP SUPPLIES & ENVIRONMENTAL 

DISPOSAL. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. COUPON 
CANNOT BE REPRINTED OR DUPLICATED. MUST PRESENT COUPON AT THE 

TIME OF WRITE-UP. VALID ONLY AT GIUFFRE. OFFERS EXPIRE 4/10/12.

PLUS TAX

Never Overpay at Incredible

AUTOGROUP

Never Overpay at Incredible

AUTOGROUP

SATURDAY
SAVINGS

SAVINGS 
THAT GROW!

15% OFF 
ADDITIONAL COST FOR SHOP SUPPLIES & ENVIRONMENTAL DISPOSAL. 
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. COUPON CANNOT BE 
REPRINTED OR DUPLICATED. MUST PRESENT COUPON AT THE TIME OF 

WRITE-UP. VALID ONLY AT GIUFFRE. OFFERS EXPIRE 4/10/12.

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. COUPON CANNOT BE 
REPRINTED OR DUPLICATED. MUST PRESENT COUPON AT THE TIME OF 

WRITE-UP. VALID ONLY AT GIUFFRE. OFFERS EXPIRE 4/10/12.

Never Overpay at Incredible

AUTOGROUP

TIMING BELT 
REPLACEMENT

SAVE $100 OFF
ADDITIONAL COST FOR SHOP SUPPLIES & ENVIRONMENTAL DISPOSAL. 
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. COUPON CANNOT BE 
REPRINTED OR DUPLICATED. MUST PRESENT COUPON AT THE TIME OF 

WRITE-UP. VALID ONLY AT GIUFFRE. OFFERS EXPIRE 4/10/12.

TIMING BELT FATIGUE CANNOT BE DETECTED! 
AVOID COSTLY BREAKDOWN!

RECOMMENDED REPLACEMENT EVERY 90K MILES

SCHEDULE YOUR FACTORY SCHEDULED
MAINTENANCE FOR SATURDAY AND SAVE…

PRESENT THIS COUPON AT WRITE-UP AND 

SAVE UP TO $100!

ANY ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDED REPAIRS TAKE 
ANOTHER 10% OFF DURING THE SAME VISIT!

INCLUDES: REPLACEMENT TIMING BELT, 
INSPECT ASSOCIATED COMPONENTS

SPEND SAVE
$50-$99.99 $5.00
$100-$199.99 $15.00
$200-299.99 $20.00
$300-$399.99 $25.00
$400-$499.99 $30.00

SPEND SAVE
$500-$599.99 $40.00
$600-$699.99 $50.00
$700-$799.99 $75.00
$800 OR MORE $100.00 

438 89TH STREET • BROOKLYN, NY
718-748-5367
SERVICE HOURS: MON-FRI 7AM-6PM, SAT 8AM-5PM, SUNDAY CLOSED

www.GiuffreAutoGroup.com

NevverNever OeverNever OOveverpaverpayverpay at Iat Incredible OIL

BODY SHOP

FACILITY

FREE
ESTIMATES!

CALL FOR SPECIAL PRICING & DISCOUNTS!
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2519 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY 718.351.4200

SERVICE: 2519 Hylan Blvd • 718-351-4200

NEW 2012 HYUNDAI

ELANTRA
GLS 4DR

LEASE FOR

99*

PER MO. 48 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

1257 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY 718.727.2277

SERVICE: 1590 Hylan Blvd • 718-979-0934

NEW 2012 CHEVY

MALIBU
LS 4DR

Manual, 4-cyl, A/C, pwr steering & brakes, pwr windows & locks, pwr
mirrors, quad air bags, CD, satellite radio, ABS. VIN# CH146368. MSRP:
$17,415. $2,999 down payment + $99 1st month payment + $0 ref
sec deposit + $595 bank fee = $3,693 due at lease signing + tax,
tags & MV fees. Total payments/purchase option = $4,752/$9,229.

1591 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY 718.979.0033

SERVICE: 111 Quintard St • 718-987-7100

1239 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY718.727.6300

SERVICE: 1231 Hylan Blvd • 718-667-9191

1239 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY718.727.6300

SERVICE: 1231 Hylan Blvd • 718-667-9191

NEW 2012 DODGE

JOURNEY
SXT 4DR 

1239 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY718.727.6300

SERVICE: 1231 Hylan Blvd • 718-667-9191

NEW 2012 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY
TOURING 4DR

Auto, V6, A/C, pwr windows & locks, dual air bags, CD, tilt,
cruise, alloys. Stk#J5547. MSRP: $29,435. $2,876 down
payment + $129 1st mo pymt + $0 ref sec dep + $895
bank fee = $3,900 due at lease signing + tax, tags + MV
fees. Total payments/purchase option = $5,031/$15,894.

NEW 2012 JEEP®

LIBERTY 
SPORT 4X4 

Auto, V6, A/C, pwr windows & locks, dual air bags, CD, tilt, alloys.
Stk#5892. MSRP: $26,215.  $2,995 down payment + $149 1st
mo pymt + $0 ref sec dep + $895 bank fee = $4,039 due at
lease signing + tax, tags + MV fees. Total payments/purchase
option = $5,811/$11,796

LEASE FOR

149$ †

PER MO. 39 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

OR BUY FOR

17,495$
SAVE $8,720 OFF MSRP!

LEASE FOR

129$ †

PER MO. 39 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

OR BUY FOR

20,999$
SAVE $8,436 OFF MSRP!

BUY FOR 

22,999$
SAVE $4,681 OFF MSRP!

Prices/Leases/Payments include everything except tax, tags and MV fees. Leases/Payments/Credit based on prime lending source approval. Prices/Leases/Payments include all factory incentives, factory rebates, customer cash rebates and are assigned back to dealer.  *ALL ADV.
PRICES BASED ON A BEACON SCORE OF 750 OR BETTER. MUST TAKE FROM DEALER STOCK BY 4/9/12. Lessee resp for excess wear, tear, maintenance & insurance. Toyota lease includes 12,000 mi per yr, 15 cents thereafter. KIA lease includes 12,000 mi per yr, 20 cents thereafter.
Hyundai lease includes 10,000 mi per yr, 20 cents thereafter. Mazda lease includes 10,000 mi per yr, 15 cents thereafter. Chrysler/Jeep®/Dodge leases include 10,000 mi per yr, 20 cents thereafter. Mitsubishi lease includes 10,000 mi per yr, 20 cents thereafter.  Fiat lease includes
12,000 mi. per yr, 20 cents thereafter. Subaru lease includes 10,000 mi per yr, 15 cents thereafter. Chevy lease includes 10,000 mi per yr, 30 cents thereafter. Purchase options available at lease end at fair market value. Not resp. for typos. In stock units only. Car pictures used are for
illustration purposes only. Offers can not be combined. Advertised prices/offers are based on monthly programs and are subject to change. Low financing rates are in lieu of factory rebates/advertised prices. †Must finance thru GMAC to receive advertised prices. 0% APR may affect
final offer. Toyota/Scion DCA#0811262. FAC#7041296. Subaru DCA#1242494. FAC#7042463. Mitsubishi DCA#1089540. FAC#7090778. Hyundai DCA#0994588. FAC#7081774. Chrysler is a registered trademark of Chrysler LLC. Jeep® is a registered trademark of Chrysler LLC.
Chrysler Jeep® Dodge DCA#1233649. Manfredi Mazda d/b/a Safe Auto Sales. DCA#1242494. DMV#7024515. Chevrolet NYCDCA #1284708. Fac #7105681. Kia DCA#1158553. FAC#7090778. Fiat DCA#1410295. FAC# 7042463

$
Auto, 4-cyl, A/C, pwr steering & brakes, pwr windows & locks, dual
air bags, CD. Stk# C0431. MSRP: $23,255. $2,000 down payment
+ $139 1st month payment + $0 ref sec deposit + $650 bank fee
= $2,789 due at lease signing + tax, tags & MV fees. Total
payments/purchase option = $3,336/$15,755. 

LEASE FOR

139$ *

PER MO. 24 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

LEASE FOR

149$ *

PER MO. 36 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

NEW 2012 TOYOTA

COROLLA 
LE

40
MPG
HWY

27
MPG
CITY

34
MPG
HWY

33
MPG
HWY

MANFREDI
Auto, A/C, pwr windows & locks.  MSRP: $18,560. Stk# TY6004.
$2,399 down payment + $149 1st mo pymt + $0 ref sec dep + $650
bank fee = $3,198 due at lease signing + tax, tags + MV fees. Total
Payments = $5,364. Offer expires 4/9/12.

Auto, V6, A/C, pwr windows & locks, CD, tilt,
cruise, alloys, 7-passenger. Stk#J5672.
MSRP: $27,680. 
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1590 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY 718.979.0934

SERVICE: 111 Quintard St • 718-987-7100

1976 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY 718.727.7000

SERVICE: 1590 Hylan Blvd •718-979-0934

*

NEW 2012 KIA

SORENTO
LX 2WD 4DR

LEASE FOR

139$ *

PER MO. 39 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

Silver. Auto, 4-cyl, A/C, pwr steering & brakes, pwr windows & locks,
pwr mirrors, dual air bags, CD, tilt, cruise. Stk# K3100. MSRP:
$24,255. $2,995 down payment + $139 1st mo pymt + $0 ref sec
dep + $595 bank fee = $3,729 due at lease signing + tax, tags +
MV fees. Total payments/purchase option = $5,421/$13,097.70

1976 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY 718.727.7000

SERVICE: 111 Quintard St • 718-987-7100

NEW 2012 

Mazda3 i
SPORT 4X2 4DR

LEASE FOR

99$ *

PER MO. 36 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

1976 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY 718.727.7000

SERVICE: 1590 Hylan Blvd 718-979-0934

NEW 2012 MITSUBISHI

OUTLANDER SPORT
ES 2WD 4DR

Black. Auto, 4-cyl, pwr brakes, pwr windows & locks, pwr mirrors & trunk,
pwr seats, CD. VIN#JM1BL1VG5C1518200. Stk#Z1467. MSRP: $18,490.
$2,995 down payment + $99 1st mo pymt + $0 ref sec dep + $595
bank fee = $3,689 due at lease signing + tax, tags + MV fees. Total
payments/purchase option = $3,564/$11,278.90.

Auto, 4-cyl, A/C, pwr mirrors & brakes, pwr windows & locks, pwr
seats, dual air bags, cassette, satellite radio, tilt, cruise, alloys.
Stk#M1633. MSRP: $21,285. $2,995 down pymt + $129 1st mo
pymt + $0 ref sec dep + $595 bank fee = $3,719 due at lease
signing + tax, tags + MV fees. Total payments/purchase option =
$4,644/$7,310.

LEASE FOR

129$ *

PER MO. 36 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

ALL LOCATIONS 
OPEN SUNDAYS 11AM-5PM www.facebook.com/manfrediauto

&
FOLLOW US ON

Truth & Honesty

MANFREDIWay!

That’s The 

NO GAMES!
NO GIMMICKS! 
NO HASSLE!
NO KIDDING!

((((

★ Customer Service 

Is Our #1 Priority.

★ We Strongly Believe In Giving 

Back To The Community, 

Just Ask Our Salespeople.

★ Joe & Nick Manfredi Are 

Always Available During 

Regular Business Hours.

★ All Our Dealerships Are 

Conveniently Located 

On Hylan Boulevard.

★ We Treat You Like Our Family.

★ Knowledgeable Salespeople.

★ Honesty & Integrity.

★ We Care About You 

Before & After The Sale.

  

              F

INANCIN

G

AU
TONET 

We Are Members Of:

POINT. SCAN. 
SHOP OUR INVENTORY. 
Download a QR READER to your 
smart phone from the app store.

SHOP ON 
STATEN ISLAND’S
AUTO MILE!
EVERYTHING IS
CONVENIENTLY
LOCATED ON HYLAN
BOULEVARD!

1605 HYLAN BLVD 
STATEN ISLAND, NY 718.979.9595

SERVICE: 1231 Hylan Blvd • 718-667-9191

NEW 2012 FIAT

500 POP
HATCHBACK 2DR

NEW 2012 SUBARU

LEGACY
2.5i AWD 4DR W/
ALLOY WHEEL 

VALUE PKG 

LEASE FOR

159$ *

PER MO. 36 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

Auto, 4-cyl, A/C, pwr steering & brakes, pwr windows & locks, pwr
mirrors & trunk, quad air bags, CD, tilt, cruise, rear defroster, cloth
interior. Stk#S7546. MSRP: $23,630.  $2,199 down pymt + $159
1st mo pymt + $0 ref sec dep + $595 bank fee = $2,953 due at
lease signing + tax, tags + MV fees. Total payments/purchase option
= $5,724/$13,469. 

IS NOW OPEN!

LEASE FOR

59$ *

PER MO. 42 MOS.
To Qualified Buyers

OR BUY FOR

12,995$
SAVE $3,205 OFF MSRP!

0% APR
FINANCING

up to 60 months available

White. Manual, 4-cyl, A/C, pwr steering & brakes, pwr windows &
locks, pwr mirrors, quad air bags, CD. Stk# F1073. MSRP: $16,200.
$4595 down payment + $0 1st month payment + $0 ref sec
deposit + $0 bank fee = $4595 due at lease signing + tax, tags &
MV fees. Total payments/purchase option = $2,478/$6,560. 

Family Owned 
and Operated by 

Joe & Nick Manfredi

WWW.MANFREDIAUTO.COM
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know what I want to do in 
life, always try to pursue 
my dream,” Calhoun said.

There has been an in-
credible level of success in 
Calhoun’s high school ca-
reer. Calhoun has won two 

Catholic High School Ath-
letic Association Class AA 
intersectional titles and a 
New York State Federation 
Class AA championship. 
He’s ranked nationally by 
scouting services and will 
compete in an All-Ameri-
can game this weekend.

Next season, the 6-foot-4 
guard will take his game to 

UConn, which won the na-
tional title last year.

So where does his meet-
ing with Bloomberg rank 
among the multitude of ac-
complishments?

“That’s defi nitely high 
up,” Calhoun, “That the 
mayor wants to go to a 
game with me, I didn’t ex-
pect it at all.”

Continued from Page 39

Calhouns

year,” Piscopo said.
That’ll be especially im-

portant with such young 
pitching. Freshman Amanda 
Grossman is back as the 
team’s No. 1 starter after help-
ing to guide Poly to a state title 
as an eighth grader. But she 
won’t be the only hurler see-
ing time. Sophomore Ciara 
Schirripa, daughter of “So-
pranos” star Steve Schirripa, 
has improved exponentially 
since last year when she was 
sidelined with a stress frac-
ture in her back. The Blue 
Devils also have promising 
youngster Lindsay Carbone 
on the JV.

“I’m really pleasantly 

surprised,” Piscopo said of 
Schirripa’s growth.

The infi eld loses short-
stop Jamie Sarubbi to gradu-
ation and Lindsay Holcomb 
will slide over from second 
to take her spot. Lauren Kle-
hammer will be at second 
base and Sarubbi’s sopho-
more sister Breanna is at 
fi rst. Freshman Lily Siebert 
is going to also fi nd her way 
into the lineup because of 
her big bat.

The outfi eld promises to 
be very athletic with three ju-
niors. Claire Regan is in left, 
Saputo is in center, and Jac-
quie Chirdo in right. Saputo 
plays volleyball and basket-
ball and Chirdo is an all-city 
caliber setter in volleyball.

“I look for nine really 
good bats and I’ll put them 
on the fi eld,” Piscopo said.

The talent seems to be in 
place for another great sea-
son. The longtime coach has 
just emphasized some of the 
little things, the scenarios 
that could come into play 
during what she expects to 
be a very competitive Ivy 
League season.

“We need to be able to 
execute,” Piscopo said. “I 
think we’re gonna be in a lot 
of close games. I think we’re 
gonna have to come up with 
a play defensively and come 
up with a big hit at the end of 
games.”

This group has its title 
and has found its identity. 
Now it’s time for these Blue 
Devils to keep the champion-
ship run alive.

“They don’t want to be 
the team that doesn’t win,” 
Piscopo said.

Continued from Page 41

Poly Prep

BODY SHOP FACILITY
FREE ESTIMATES

• State of the Art Service & Body Shop Facility
• We Service All Makes & Models
• Pick up and Delivery Service
• We Accept All Extended Warranties Regardless Of  
  Where You Purchased Your Vehicle
• Complimentary Car Wash with every Service
• Customer Waiting Lounge with WiFi

,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,

888-662-0394
.com

Service Hours: Mon-Fri: 7am-6pm, Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: closed

 8635 18th Ave • Brooklyn, NY
Call for 

Special Pricing 
& Discounts!Facility #7112049

COOLING SYSTEM SPECIAL

Additional cost for shop supplies & environmental disposal. Coupon cannot 
be reprinted or duplicated. Must present coupon at time of write-up. Offer 

expires 4/10/12. 00CHZC/SCS.

• ADD UP TO 2 GALLONS OF COOLANT • INSPECT 
HOSES • INSPECT BELTS • PRESSURE TEST SYSTEM 

• DRAIN & FILL COOLING SYSTEM WITH NEW COOLANT

WHEEL ALIGNMENT SPECIAL

Additional cost for shop supplies. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Coupon cannot be reprinted or duplicated. Must present coupon at time of 

write-up. Offer expires 4/10/12. 00CHZWCS

INCLUDES: • ROTATE TIRES • PERFORM FRONT 
WHEEL ALIGNMENT • INSPECT SUSPENSION • 

CLEAN & INSPECT BRAKES

A/C SERVICE SPECIAL

Additional cost for shop supplies & environmental disposal. Coupon cannot 
be reprinted or duplicated. Must present coupon at time of write-up. Offer 

expires 4/10/12. 24CHH/CCS

INCLUDES: • UP TO 2 POUNDS FREON • INSPECT 
FOR LEAKS  • INSPECT CABIN AIR FILTER • 

INSPECT BELTS
Additional cost for synthetic oil, shop supplies & environmental disposal. Cannot 

be combined with any other offer. Coupon cannot be reprinted or duplicated. 
Must present coupon at time of write-up. Offer expires 4/10/12. 00CHZLOFCS

OIL CHANGE 
SPECIAL

OOEXPRESS 

LANE NO 

APPOINTMENT 

NEEDED

4

*CALL FOR DETAILS. CASH FOR CARS, MOTORCYCLES & BOATS IS A DIVISION OF GIUFFRE AUTO GROUP, BROOKLYN, NY. 
NYCDMV#1385342, NYCDCA#7112016.

CALL 
NOW: 917-733-3629

Why Sell It Yourself and Deal With 
Crazies Coming To Your home?

Instant Cash $$$�
Higest Payout�

No Obligation�

We do all the
 paperwork
We do all tht�

No Hidden Costs
or Fees

�

We Buy Out Your
Existing Lease*

yy�
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
Chase Home Finance,  
LLC, in accordance with  
its rights as current se- 
cured party, will conduct  
a public sale of security:  
the proprietary lease and  
101 shares of stock of  
CONCORD VILLAGE  
OWNERS, INC. Said se- 
curity is appurtenant to  
premises:  located at 195  
ADAMS ST, APT 10A,  
BROOKLYN, NY 11201.  
Said sale includes the fix- 
tures and articles of per- 
sonal property now or  
hereafter affixed to or  
used in connection with  
said premises. The sale  
shall be on April 12th,  
2012 at 10:00AM at the  
foot of the Courthouse  
steps, facing Adams  
Street, of the Supreme  
Court of the State of New  
York, County of Kings, lo- 
cated at 360 Adams  
Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11201. The secured par- 
ty reserves the right to  
bid. The secured party  
makes no representa- 
tions or warranties as to  
the title or premises be- 
ing sold herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
JPMorgan Chase Bank,  
National Association in  
accordance with its rights  
as current secured party,  
will conduct a public sale  
of security: the proprie- 
tary lease and 130  
shares of stock of CLIN- 
TON HILL APTS. OWN- 
ERS CORP. Said security  
is appurtenant to premis- 
es: located at 201 CLIN- 
TON AVE, Apt. 2C,  
BROOKLYN, NY 11205.  
Said sale includes the fix- 
tures and articles of per- 
sonal property now or  
hereafter affixed to or  
used in connection with  
said premises. The sale  
shall be on April 19,  
2012 at 10:00 AM at the  
foot of the Courthouse  
steps, facing Adams  
Street, of the Supreme  
Court of the State of New  
York, County of Kings, lo- 
cated at 360 Adams  
Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11201 . The secured  
party reserves the right to  
bid. The secured party  
makes no representa- 
tions or warranties as to  
the title or premises be- 
ing sold herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

NOTICE OF LEGAL  
POSTPONEMENT OF  
SALE
Chase Home Finance,  
LLC, in accordance with  
its rights as current se- 
cured party, will conduct  
a public sale of security:  
the proprietary lease and  
171 shares of stock of  
PARKWAY AND C OWN- 
ERS CORP. Said security  
is appurtenant to premis- 
es: located at 415 AVE C,  
Apt. 1B A/K/A Apt. 113,  
BROOKLYN, NY 11218.  
Said sale includes the fix- 
tures and articles of per- 
sonal property now or  
hereafter affixed to or  
used in connection with  
said premises. The sale  
shall be on April 12th,  
2012 at 10:15AM at the  
foot of the Courthouse  
steps, facing Adams  
Street, of the Supreme  
Court of the State of New  
York, County of Kings, lo- 
cated at 360 Adams  
Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11201. The secured par- 
ty reserves the right to  
bid. The secured party  
makes no representa- 
tions or warranties as to  
the title or premises be- 
ing sold herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524

ACE BRONX HOLDINGS  
II LLC, a domestic LLC,  
Arts. of Org. filed with the  
SSNY on 1/27/12. Office  
location: Kings County.   
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against the LLC may  
be served.  SSNY shall  
mail process to: Jack Se- 
gal Esq. P.C., 1428 36th  
St., Ste. 219, Brooklyn,  
NY 11209. General Pur- 
poses. 

BIOMONDE LLC, a do- 
mestic LLC. Arts. of Org.  
filed with the SSNY on  
07/12/2011. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
has been designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against the LLC may  
be served. SSNY shall  
mail process to: C/O  
Richard J. Girasole, CPA,  
7522 13th Ave, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11228. Purpose:  
Any Lawful Purpose.

845.897.1600
** PLEASE NOTE THAT  
THIS IS A LEGAL POST- 
PONEMENT FOR THE  
SALE ORIGINALLY  
SCHEDULED FOR MARCH  
15, 2012.

LEGAL NOTICE

5113 Real Estate Hold- 
ings LLC. Arts of Org  
filed with NY Sec of State  
(SSNY) on 2/15/12. Of- 
fice: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail copy of pro- 
cess to: 6523 16th Ave.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11204.  
Purpose: Any lawful ac- 
tivity.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: NEU- 
HAUS & YACOOB, LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 02/09/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
ABRAHAM NEUHAUS  
1355 EAST 14TH  
STREET APT. 2 BROOK- 
LYN, NY 11230. Pur- 
pose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
ENBE CONSULTING  
SERVICES, LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
02/17/2012, 2012.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY designated  
as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail copy of  
process to: 44 BUTLER  
PLACE #5C, BROOKLYN,  
NY 11238. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Lyres LLC. Arts. of Org.  
filed with Secy. of State  
of NY (SSNY) on 2/22/12.  
Office in Kings County.  
SSNY designated agent  
of LLC upon whom pro- 
cess against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to 246 Seigel St,  
Brooklyn, NY 11206.  
Purpose: General.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of VC 2229 62 ST LLC, a  
domestic Limited Liability  
Company (LLC). Articles  
of Organization filed with  
the Secretary of State of  
New York on 1/26/2012.  
Office location: 924 East  
15th Street, Brooklyn,  
New York, County of  
Kings. The Secretary of  
State is designated as  
agent of the LLC upon  
whom any process  
against it may be served.  
The Secretary of State  
shall mail a copy of any  
process against the LLC  
served upon him/her to:  
924 East 15th Street,  
Brooklyn New York  
11230. Purpose: To en- 
gage in any lawful act or  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
OF LIMITED LIABILITY  
COMPANY. NAME: DMF,  
LLC. Articles of Organiza- 
tion were filed with the  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
02/15/12. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
has been designated as  
agent of he LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail a copy of pro- 
cess to the LLC, 7909  
Third Avenue, Brooklyn,  
New York 11209. Pur- 
pose: For any lawful pur- 
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE

PILOT MOTOR GRUPPE  
LLC Articles of Org. filed  
NY Sec. of State (SSNY)  
3/7/12. Office in Kings  
Co. SSNY desig. agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
may be served.  SSNY  
shall mail copy of pro- 
cess to 315 Ten Eyck, 

ROMERO & MILLER NY  
LLC, a domestic LLC,  
Arts. of Org. filed with the  
SSNY on 2/14/12. Office  
location: Kings County.   
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against the LLC may  
be served.  SSNY shall  
mail process to: The LLC,  
558 2nd St., Brooklyn,  
NY 11215. General Pur- 
poses.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Brooklyn, NY 11206,  
which is also the princi- 
pal business location.   
Purpose: Any lawful pur- 
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEGAL NOTICE

sumption under the ABC  
law at 138 Willoughby  
Street Brooklyn NY  
11201.































1.866.MOBILITY – ATT.COM/NETWORK – VISIT A STORE

* For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Screen images simulated. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. All rights reserved.
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