
Welcome to Brooklyn Weekly, 
the New York Post’s new section that 
keeps you up to date on everything 
of interest in the Borough of Kings.

It’s packed with news from 
across the borough that will keep 
you informed, entertained and in-
the-know on all breaking develop-
ments that affect your daily life.

Brooklyn Weekly will feature 
news that spans the borough — 
from business to development, 
traffi c to parking, education, 
transportation, parks, recreation, 
law enforcement and more.

It covers the community boards 
and the schools and takes you in-
side borough hall and the courts.

Every page will be packed with 
stories and photos to keep you cur-
rent on all that’s happening where 
you live, work, and play.

If you want to go behind the 
scenes as the issues that affect 
you take shape, then Brooklyn 
Weekly is for you.

It even contains a local classi-
fi ed ad section. 

You won’t want to miss a single 
issue of this informative new sec-
tion. And it’s yours every week in-
side the Sunday New York Post.

Introducing 
the new 
Brooklyn
Weekly

BY DANIEL BUSH
The soon-to-open Bar-

clays Center snagged the 
Golden Gloves amateur 
boxing fi nals from Madi-
son Square Garden, deal-
ing its world-famous foe in 
Manhattan a big blow in the 
budding rivalry between 
the two high-profi le arenas.

The nation’s best young 

boxers will 
slug it out at 
the $1-billion 
arena on Flat-
bush and Atlantic 
avenues next year 
instead of at the aging 
but recently-rehabbed 
Manhattan venue — mark-
ing the fi rst time in the con-
test’s 86-year history that 

fi ghters won’t take 
their corners in the 
squared circle at 

Madison Square Gar-
den, offi cials at Bar-
clays announced on 

Tuesday.
“We are excited to 

host such a New York insti-
tution,” said Barclays Cen-

BY DANIEL BUSH
The race to replace 

disgraced state Sen. 
Carl Kruger couldn’t 
get any closer — un-
less it was tied.

Republican upstart 
David Storobin is cling-
ing to a three-vote lead 

over Councilman Lew 
Fidler (D–Marine Park) 
two weeks after votes 
were cast in the special 
election, and both sides 
are contesting the re-
sults — meaning that the 
screwy contest for a seat 

Continued on Page 16Continued on Page 18

Where dinner 
is delicious — 

and illegal

Three votes separate bitter rivals

BY SARAH ZORN
The fi rst rule of NY Bite Club is 

that you don’t talk about NY Bite 
Club.

So much for the fi rst rule.
Husband and wife team Dan-

iel and Alicia (last names with-
held, as per the second rule), have 
been operating underground, 
members-only dinner parties out 
of their private, Brooklyn brown-
stone (undisclosed location — 
third rule), and various under-
the-radar Manhattan residences 
for the past six years.

“We maintain day jobs and al-
ways will — if Bite Club was a full-
time venture with employees and 
leases and obligations, it would 
kill our enjoyment of it,” Daniel 

Continued on Page 17

Lew Fidler (left) and David Storobin are 
in a dead heat in the race for shamed 
former state Sen. Carl Kruger’s seat.

INSIDE BROOKLYN’S 
SECRET ‘BITE CLUB’

Barclays nets MSG eventToo close to call

MYSTERY EATS: We promised not to reveal the identities of the founders of Brooklyn’s underground supper club — but 
it’s no secret that the food they serve is splendid. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
In spite of damp gray 

weather, hundreds of kids 
ran down the bunny trails 
of Dyker Park in search 
of plastic eggs during the 
first ever 13th Avenue 
Merchants’ Easter Egg 
Hunt on March 31. 

The well-attended event 
also featured an egg-and-
spoon race, face painting, 
a DJ, a raffle, and a special 
appearance by the Easter 

bunny, thrilling all those 
there.

In fact, the hunt was so 
well attended that volun-
teers from the 13th Avenue 
Merchants group quickly 
ran out of the 200 goodie 
bags — full of books, fris-
bees, and school supplies, 
all courtesy of Merchants’ 
member stores — that 
they were giving away at 
the entrance to the park. 
And even with 1,000 plas-

tic eggs scattered about 
the grounds, the event’s 
managers said there 
were barely enough to 
go around. The new Mer-
chants co-president, Ta-
tiana Nicoli, said she and 
her fellow leader Domin-
ick Sarta didn’t realize 
just how popular the egg 
hunt would be.

“Being our first year, 
we didn’t know what to ex-
pect,” said Nicoli, owner 

of Boulevard Books and 
Cafe between 75th and 
76th streets.

Nicoli added that the 
huge turn-out was a good 
sign, as she and Sarta 
hope to turn the event into 
a yearly tradition. 

“The community keeps 
us open. People choose to 
come into stores in their 
neighborhood and spend 
their money there instead 
of going somewhere else.”

EGG-STRAVAGANT: Angelica Collado, 18 months, picked up plenty 
of sweets at the Dyker Heights egg hunt. 

Kids charge Dyker Park in search of eggs

COUNTING THEIR EGGS: (Left) Little Maria Hlinka shows off her 
stash as (above) kids compete to see who can fi nd the most. 
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham

OPEN HOUSE 
DATES

Sat., April 14 10am-2pm
Sat., April 21 10am-2pm
Sat., May 12 10am-2pm
Sat., May 19 10am-2pm
Sat., June 9 10am-2pm
Sat., June 16 10am-2pm
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CALL FOR OUR SPECIAL 
IN HOME SERVICE

SUMMARIZE YOUR 
AIR CONDITIONER NOW!

FREE
ESTIMATES

ON ALL
CARRY-IN UNITS

HHHHHHHHHH LAUSE CASSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCOUOH UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH AUO AHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU CCAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL 718-743-2407

90 DAY
GUARANTEE
ON  LABOR & PARTS

INSTALLED BY US

OVER 35 YEARS
EXPEIENCE

 Computers & Monitors
 VCRs/DVDs
 Game Systems
 Audio Equipment

 LCD/DLP
 Plasma TV’s
 Dish & HD

  Roof Antennas
 Transfer Your Videos 

   To DVD

BY DANIEL BUSH
Classic attractions stole 

the show at Coney Island’s 
summer season kickoff on 
April 1.

Crowds fl ocked to the 
landmark 85-year-old Cy-
clone roller coaster, which 
gave its fans a free inau-
gural spin after offi cials, 
led by Borough President 
Markowitz, christened the 
ride with a ceremonial bot-
tle of egg cream, and the 
92-year-old Deno’s Wonder 
Wheel, where the fi rst 100 
people in line received a 
half-price whirl.

“The level of enthusi-
asm from the fi rst riders of 
Deno’s Wonder Wheel and 
the Cyclone point to a great 
summer season ahead,” 
said Nate Bliss, the presi-
dent of the Coney Island De-
velopment Corporation, the 
government agency that’s 
slowly transforming the 
People’s Playground into a 
glitzy year-round tourist 
destination.

The rides might be his-
toric, but both got high-tech 
makeovers: the Cyclone de-
buted several hundred feet 
of  new track  meant to give 
riders a smoother, less rick-
ety experience, while the 
Wonder Wheel added  solar-
powered lights .

Several other old-school 
Coney icons are also get-
ting fancy face-lifts — in-
cluding Ruby’s Bar and 
Paul’s Daughter, two busi-
nesses that landlord Central 
Amusement International 
agreed to bring back to the 
Boardwalk, along with an 
expanded Nathan’s hot dog 
stand, and a new outpost 
for the legendary Prospect 

Heights eatery Tom’s Res-
taurant. 

Central Amusement’s 19-
ride Luna Park also opened 
to fans on Sunday. The 
amusement giant is plan-
ning to expand its Scream 
Zone with a  go-cart track  
and the 110-foot high Sky 
Coaster, which will swing 
riders through the air at 
speeds of up to 60-miles-per-
hour, this summer.

The amusement district’s 
rides will be open on week-

ends until Memorial Day, 
then seven days per week 
through Labor Day.

But some longtime fa-
vorites will be missing this 
season: 

Beer Island, Cha-Cha’s 
Bar, and three other Board-
walk shops were evicted 
by Central Amusement to 
make way for fancier stores, 
though Cha-Cha’s is plan-
ning to reopen a restaurant 
on Surf Avenue and a  new 
neighborhood bar .

TAKING THE PLUNGE: The iconic wooden roller coaster is just as 
scary as ever. Photo by Steve Solomonson

CONEY’S BACK!

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838 718-646-4659

NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.    
     That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.
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Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?
Fatigue?     
Anxiety?                                                                         
Depression?
Type II Diabetes? 
Vascular diseases?                                   

Weight gain?       
Confusion? 
Weakness?
Osteoporosis?  
Shortness of breath?                               

Lost interest in sex?  
Lack of self-esteem?        
Lack of motivation?   
Poor self-confidence   
Coronary disease?                                          

Erectile dysfunction?
Sexual discomfort?    
Lost sexual feelings?    
Heart failure? 
Menstrual cramps?                                      

In both men and women these conditions are caused by, or worsened by, the lack of sufficient testosterone, and 
all are almost always significantly helped or eliminated by testosterone replacement.  Testosterone has been 
available by prescription for fifty-seven years.  Testosterone replacement is safe and effective in both men and 
women. 

 Testosterone deficiency treatment is covered by 
                        most insurances                                                              

       Get your testosterone level checked!!!
            
 

                      Martin Slavin, MD
5601 Flatlands Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234

718-444-7040

TESTOSTERONE   

BY COLIN MIXSON
The students at Bay Acad-

emy, with their families in 
tow, had the opportunity to 
play with brains, snakes, and 
animal pelts, while rubbing 
shoulders with NASA scien-
tists and FBI investigators 
on March 27, as part of the 
school’s third annual Family 
Science and Math Night.

The event, which has 
grown tremendously since 

it debuted at the Sheepshead 
Bay school in 2010, featured 
about 40 professionals in 
the math and science fi elds, 
who came equipped with 
hands-on activities that 
provided plenty of fun for 
kids and adults.

“Basically, this family 
science night is a way for us 
to have the family become 
more involved with their 
child,” said Janice Dalton, 

the science supervisor at 
Bay Academy on Emmons 
Avenue. “Through discov-
ery of science and math, 
and through hands-on ac-
tivities, they can discover 
various aspects of those two 
disciplines together.”

Kids and kin had plenty 
of fun science stuff to lay 
their hands on in the pur-
suit of knowledge, includ-
ing sheep brains, snakes 

and turtles courtesy of the 
Staten Island Zoo, and var-
ious animal pelts, while 
learning about how they re-
late to their environments.

“I think that all the stu-
dents and families that came 
out were so enthusiastic for 
being able to participate in 
all the activities,” said Dal-
ton. “When they left you 
could tell they were looking 
forward to next year.”

Kids have fun with snakes and brains
COOL SCIENCE: (Above, left) 
Lieutenant Anthony Mancuso 
explains fi re safety to the Xue 
family at the Bay Academy’s 
Family Science and Math Night, 
while (above) seventh-graders 
Jennifer Zheng, Lily Shnir, and 
Rayea Held have fun experi-
menting with acids and bases. 
(Left) Seventh-grader Sinan 
Taylan plays with a robot.  
 Photos by Bess Adler
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Now Carrying 
Ernest Hemingway 

Vintage Inspired Eyewear

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Meet the “gay tax” man.
A Park Slope number 

cruncher is making sure 
marriage remains bliss for 
Brooklyn’s gay newlyweds 
by curing tax season head-
aches caused by confl icting 
federal laws and recently al-
tered state laws.

Accountant Giacomo 
Campinoti specializes in 
helping same-sex spouses 
cope with Uncle Sam’s head-
spinning new rules, which 
require gay couples to sub-
mit both joint and separate 
tax returns.

“It’s not easy — but I can 
help,” he said.

In Brooklyn, where gay 
marriage is legal, hitched 
gay couples must prepare 
multiple sets of tax returns, 
including a “dummy” re-
turn, because federal law de-
fi nes marriage as solely be-
tween a man and a woman. 

The federal stuff gets even 
more complicated when you 
add factors such as spousal 
health insurance policies, 
favorable head-of-household 
rates, and child tax credit. 

While gay lovebirds are 

still cheering the New York 
state gay marriage legisla-
tion that passed last July as 
a civil rights victory, many 
admit it has sparked seri-
ous tax conundrums.

“There are so many ques-
tions and so many ‘what 
ifs,’ ” said Annette Fisher, 
 who married her partner at 
Borough Hall .

Fisher said she chose not 
to fi le joint taxes this year 
because the pay-off wasn’t 
worth the effort.

But that’s where  Campi-
noti comes in . The accoun-

tant, who is married but not 
gay, took seminars specializ-
ing in same-sex tax fi lings — 
which he claims can become 
too complicated for tax soft-
ware programs to handle.

His rates range from $50 
to $1,000 depending on the 
complexity and amount of pa-
perwork, and the end goal is 
to save gay folks some cash.

That pleases Fisher, who 
says it’s all about equality.

“There are benefi ts to get-
ting married — and the point 
is that it should be fair across 
the whole country,” she said.

MONEY MAN: Gay newlyweds face some tricky tax glitches this 
season — but thankfully, Park Slope-based accountant Giacomo 
Campinoti has come to the rescue. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Same sex, different tax

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
City offi cials removed a controversial 

loading zone in front of the Goustaro Eat-
ery on Fourth Avenue on March 29, ending 
months of complaints from residents and mo-
torists who claimed the “No Standing” signs 
were confusing and took up valuable parking 
spaces on the car-clogged commercial strip.

The city installed the signs near 93rd Street 
last November at the request of Goustaro 
owner Ted Moustakas, who said he needed a 
drop-off spot for his delivery trucks. 

But it didn’t take long for the complaints 
to roll in: motorists said the “No Standing” 
notices contradicted older signs posted di-
rectly below them that permitted hourly 
parking. The Department of Transportation 
tweaked the signs — clearing up the confu-
sion — in January, but locals still lamented 
the loss of precious parking spots. 

The city ultimately decided to move the 
zone across the street, yet neighborhood 
legislators are hoping that no loading zones 
are installed on Fourth Avenue. 

“We’re continuing to work with the De-
partment of Transportation to fi nd a place 
for a loading zone that’s appropriate for this 
area,” said John Quaglione, a spokesman 
for state Sen. Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge). 
“It’s a major thoroughfare in a business dis-
trict. To have someone take spots away and 
have people being issued tickets for park-
ing [at the loading zone] is not right.”

Stan Lubowicki, a longtime local critic of 
the signs who uses the Harbor Gym across the 
street from the loading zone, was overjoyed at 
learning that the signs would be removed.

“It’s very good news for people who come 
into the neighborhood and do business over 
there,” Lubowicki said.

Lubowicki said that since the signs are 
still up, cars were getting tickets in front of 
Goustaro as recently as a week ago, even 
though the loading zone had been moved. 

But Moustakas was indifferent to the 
loss of his loading zone when reached.

“It’s no skin off my back,” he said. 

Ridge parking spots return

THUMBS UP: Stan Lubowicki is happy that a load-
ing zone on Fourth Avenue near 93rd Street is 
gone. Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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NO MORE BACKPEDALING: Cyclist Eric McClure is happy the 
city wants to build a two-way bike lane on Plaza Street West 
that connects with this bicycle route — especially after earlier 
plans for the path were scuttled. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

ious bubbles could become 
a public health risk if they 
churn organic waste to the 
surface.

“It’s a very narrow so-
lution to a very big prob-
lem that’s just addressing 
current standards for dis-
solved oxygen,” said Phil 
Musegaas, lead investigator 
of Riverkeeper, an environ-
mental watchdog group that 
wrote a scathing letter to 
the city earlier this month. 

“It’s not improving ecology 
of the creek at all.”

A city spokesman said 
the bubble plan would not 
pollute the air or put nearby 
businesses and residents at 
risk,  citing a 2007 study  in-
dicating that air emissions 
at sewage plants do not 
cause health problems for 
workers 

“For the past 75 years, our 
wastewater treatment plants 
have been aerating raw sew-

BY AARON SHORT
 The Brooklyn Flea’s 

food festival  won a ma-
jor victory in its quest to 
serve booze outdoors on 
the Williamsburg water-
front this summer, but its 
triumphant return this 
weekend will be a dry one.

Smorgasburg — which 
will open again beside 
the N. Sixth Street pier 
on Saturday — found al-
lies at Community Board 
1’s liquor license commit-
tee weeks after the same 
panel voted against its al-
cohol bid over   concerns 
the food festival would at-
tract intoxicated revelers .

Brooklyn Flea co-
founder Eric Demby man-
aged to win over critics 
by bringing the board 10 
pages of signatures from 
nearby residents who ap-
prove the plan to pair lo-
cally made foods with 
locally made brews and 
liquors.

“We’re excited to pro-
vide a platform for Brook-

lyn’s growing community 
of top-notch beer, wine, 
and spirits producers, 
and think it’ll be a perfect 
match for Smorgasburg’s 
food vendors,” said Demby. 
“We worked hard to get to 
this point, and we continue 
to do everything we can to 
be a good neighbor.”

If CB1’s full board 
signs off on the seasonal 
liquor license on April 17, 

Smorgasburg will likely 
start serving booze inside 
a cordoned-off pen in the 
center of the festival in 
several weeks.

The grub gala will be 
dry this weekend, but 
Smorgasburg planners say 
the event will boast plenty 
of new mouth-watering 
goodies that should whet 
the appetites of Brooklyn 
foodies.

BY AARON SHORT
The city wants to blow 

bubbles into Newtown 
Creek in an effort to clean 
the polluted waterway, but 
activists fear the plan will 
dispense foul sewage fumes 
into the air.

Department of Environ-
mental Protection offi cials 
are trying to install a new 
$115-million aeration sys-
tem that will pump oxygen 
into the Greenpoint sludge-
way so the creek can meet 
state and federal water 
quality standards.

But neighbors and en-
vironmental advocates say 
the plan is only a Band-Aid 
solution designed to please 
bureaucratic bean counters 
rather than solve Newtown 
Creek’s problems, which in-
clude an antiquated sewer 
system that fl oods the ca-
nal with raw sewage during 
heavy rains and  150 years of 
chemical seepage so severe 
the viaduct needs a federal 
cleanup .

Worse, they fear nox-

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
A proposed cycling path 

that veered off-course amid 
the controversy surround-
ing the Prospect Park West 
bike lane is rolling again.

A two-way bike route 
on Plaza Street West is 
back on the drawing board 
months after  the city scut-
tled plans for the path , re-
newing cyclists’ hopes for a 
safe lane that will one day 
ferry two-wheelers to and 
from the protected park-
side bike viaduct.

The Department of 
Transportation will unveil 
plans on April 19 to bolster 
Plaza Street West’s current 
one-way bike route by add-
ing a north-bound lane — 
two years after the agency 
fi rst announced plans for 
 a two-way cycling route  on 
the curving street as part a 
 renovation of Grand Army 
Plaza .

But when the Prospect 
Park West bike lane be-
came the subject of  a law-
suit  and loud opposition, 
particularly from a well-
connected group of neigh-
bors, the city quietly tabled 
the Plaza Street West lane, 
citing “the scope” of the 
Grand Army Plaza rehab.

The bike lane lawsuit 
 crashed eight months ago , 
and bike boosters are ec-
static now that the two-way 
lane is back on the table, 
saying it will safely link 
the Prospect Park West 
route with other lanes in 
Prospect Heights and Park 
Slope — making the streets 
safer for everyone.

“There’s a sense that 
[the city] held back on the 
project because of the law-

suit — but I’m glad they’re 
doing it now,” said cycling 
advocate Eric McClure. 
“There are safety concerns 
without it.”

Indeed, cyclists head-
ing north from the Pros-
pect Park West lane often 
end up illegally riding 
against traffi c on Plaza 
Street West. It’s especially 
problematic for bikers rid-
ing toward the Fifth Av-
enue lane in Park Slope or 
the Smith Street lane in 
Cobble Hill.

Bike advocates say the 
city will unveil a two-way 
lane that is not separated 
from traffi c and a two-way 
lane that is shielded from 
cars  at the Community 
Board 6 meeting .

The plan is popular 
among cyclists, but its 
predecessor faced some 
opposition from neigh-
bors and motorists.

Residents of Plaza 
Street West wrote letters to 
city offi cials protesting the 
connector lane last year, 
saying it would taint the 
tree-lined street and make 
it diffi cult for drivers to 
maneuver around double-
parked cars.

A spokesman for the 
Department of Transpor-
tation, Seth Solomonow, 
declined to discuss details 
of the new proposal with 
The Brooklyn Weekly, say-
ing only, “Nice try.”

Neighbors are look-
ing forward to fi nding out 
more, too.

“I’d like a safe two-way 
lane,” said Plaza Street 
West resident Robert Min-
sky. “It’s just so neces-
sary.”

G’point questions city plan to pump oxygen into Creek

Slope bike lane 
on a roll again

Newtown’s bubble trouble

Food fest seeks license to swill

THINK DRINKS: Joel Horowitz and Rue Snider of People’s 
Pops hold up their homemade syrups at Smorgasburg — a 
Williamsburg food festival trying to get a liquor license.

AIR DOWN THERE: The city wants to make these foul-smelling 
bubbles, which it creates by pumping air into Newtown Creek, com-
monplace in the waterway. Photo courtesy of Riverkeeper
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age at signifi cantly higher 
levels than what is performed 
at Newtown Creek,” said De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection spokesman Corey 
Chambliss. “We’ve had no 
documented health issues 
from employees working at 
these sites.”

But Musegaas says the 
city’s data is moot because 
it is limited to highly regu-
lated plant facilities — not 
the great outdoors.

“If you install an aeration 
system in Newtown Creek 
it’s not in a controlled area, 
it’s in a public waterway 
used by recreational kayak-
ers and tug boat operators,” 
said Musegaas, who points 
to a separate study show-
ing that pathogenic bacteria 
and endotoxins can become 
airborne when bubbles rise 
through the water. “It’s a 
very different scenario.”

The city will need state 
approval before it installs 
the air pipe, which is part of 
an agreement between City 
Hall and Albany to improve 
water quality and reduce 
sewage overfl ow on New-
town Creek by 2017.

Workers already in-
stalled a pilot version of the 
aeration pipes two years 
ago at the end of Newtown 
Creek in English Kills, 
near several sewer drains 
and the Metropolitan Av-
enue bridge.

City offi cials hope to ex-
pand the aeration system 
across the entire creek by 
2015.

Environmentalists, who 
regularly test the coffee-col-
ored creek for bacteria lev-
els, claim the strong sewage 
scent that arises from the 
bubbling made them sick.

Musegaas wants the city 
to launch its own study of 
aeration on the creek before 
going forward with its plan.

Greenpoint resident 
Laura Hofmann questioned 
the city’s commitment to 
actually cleaning the wa-
terway while continuing 
to allow billions of gallons 
of storm water and human 
waste to drain into the 
creek.

“What good is having a 
bubble system in the river 
if they’re going to continue 
to pour raw sewage into it?” 
she said. 
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DR. ALAN P. GOLDMAN
718-946-7557

By Appointment Only

130 Brighton Beach Ave.
 (Cor. Of Ocean Pkwy. & Brighton Beach Ave.)

 Brooklyn, NY 11235
Alan P. Goldman, A.B. Cum Laude Harvard University; A.M., Harvard University; M.D., 

Albert Einstein College Of Medicine; Internal Medicine Training, N.Y.U. Bellevue; Rheumatology Fellowship - N.Y.U.; 
Member, American College Of Physicians; Fellow, American College Of Rheumatology

There are a lot of peo-
ple suffering with joint 
pain and arthritis, says 
Dr. Alan P. Goldman, 
a specialist in rheumatol-
ogy (130 Brighton Beach 
Avenue, 718-946-7557), 
and they often believe 
that there is little that can 
be done to alleviate their 
pain.

They are wrong. There 
are many options avail-
able, Dr. Goldman says; 
the key is finding a physi-
cian who is knowledge-
able in those treatment 
modalities.

As a rheumatologist, 
Dr. Goldman specializes 
in the treatment of arthri-
tis; one of only a handful 
practicing in Brooklyn.  

Rheumatoid arthritis 
is an inflammatory ill-
ness that causes joints to 
swell. Symptoms include 
morning stiffness and 
swelling, often in the 
hands, elbows, or wrists, 
he says. Perhaps because 
there are so few rheuma-
tologists in the borough, 
when people experience 
these symptoms, they 
often “see a surgeon first,” 
says Dr. Goldman. But this 
often doesn’t make much 
sense, he explains.

“When you have stom-
ach pains, you don’t go to 
a surgeon before seeing 
a gastroenterologist,” he 
explains. “When you have 
chest pains, you don’t see 
a surgeon before seeing a 
cardiologist.”

A surgeon is the expert 
to see when surgery is 
needed, he notes, and of 
course Dr. Goldman refers 
patients to surgeons 
when necessary. Still, Dr. 
Goldman believes that 
the majority of people 
who suffer with arthritis 
can be treated without 
surgery. Even those who 
suffer enormously may 
find relief with Remicade 
IV infusion treatments, 
he says. “It has worked 
wonders.”

Patients receive these 
treatments once every few 
months, and people who 
previously couldn’t move 
well find that the “benefits 
are tremendous,” he says. 
Those whose symptoms are 
less severe may find relief 
with pills or injections.  This 
method has been used suc-
cessfully for many years, 
says Dr. Goldman. And, “It 
still works.” 

Interestingly, he ex plains 
that one of the ingredients 
that comprises this remedy 
is gold. Yes, apparently the 
same gold that dentists 
use to fill teeth is one of 
the substances inside this 
treatment. But this isn’t 
surprising information, 
according to Dr. Goldman. 
It has been around for 
decades. “People refer to 
‘gold pills’ all the time,” he 
says.

When patients see Dr. 
Goldman they are assured 
of receiving expert evalu-
ations. Dr. Goldman’s 
office offers x-rays, and a 
number of in-office treat-
ment procedures. Should 
patients need physical 
therapy, arrangements 
can be made for this, as 
well.

Dr. Goldman also rec-
ommends that people 
age 60 or older come in to 
be checked for osteoporo-
sis. People who are thin or 
who smoke are especially 
at risk, he notes.

Dr. Goldman is a Harvard 
graduate who has studied 
at Bellevue Hospital -New 
York Uni versity Medical 
Center and Gouverneur 
Hos pital in Manhattan. He 
is on staff at the New York 
Methodist Hos pital, and he 
is a Fellow of the American 
College of Rheuma tology, 
as well as a mem  ber of 
the American College of 
Physi cians, Nassau County 
Medical Society, the New 
York State Medical Society, 
Ameri can Medical Associa-
tion, and the New York 
Academy of Sciences.  

Advertisement

You Just 
Learn To Live 

With It, Right?

WRONG!
Dr. Alan P. Goldman

Board-Certified Arthritis Specialist
Has The Latest 

NON-SURGICAL Treatments:
Treatments May Include Medicines, Injections & Other Therapies.

“Caring,Not Just Curing”

FREE
Transportation

Available

Medicare 
And Most Other

Insurance 
Assignments

Accepted

New portable ultrasound technique from Israel!  
Excellent for intractable tennis elbow and achilles tendinitis!

Exclusive 

New Diagnostic Method:

Musculoskeletal Ultrasound.

Positive diagnosis of bursitis, tendinitis, 

rotator cuff and menisceal tears 

without MRI!
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Coming soon to 
Barclays Center?

The Barclays Center has already stolen major 

gigs away from Madison Square Garden, but the 

Manhattan venue still boasts a number of offer-

ings — from sports to rodeos — that could be ripe 

for the taking:

Westminster Dog Show
Dog-loving Brownstone Brooklyn could be a 

great home for the 136-year-old poochfest, espe-
cially considering that  the Brooklyn Mutt Show 
is already a big hit .
Is it Brooklyn bound? Ruff chance.

Bull Riders Invitational
A bull-riding contest might seem out of place 

in Brooklyn, but with all its ups and downs it 
could be a perfect fi t for an arena that’s a part of 

the controversial $5-billion Atlantic Yards project.
Is it Brooklyn bound? Could be lassoed.

Public School Athletic League Championship
Brooklyn-born greats like 

former Lincoln High School 
star Stephon Marbury would 
have home fi eld advantage if 
city school fi nals moved to the 
borough.
Is it Brooklyn bound? High-
percentage shot

American Cup
The world’s best gymnastics tournament doesn’t necessar-

ily need to be held in the world’s most famous arena — and who 
says Madison Square Garden will keep that title for long, any-
way?
Is it Brooklyn bound? It’s a stretch

— Daniel Bush

ter CEO Brett Yormark. “There’s 
such a rich heritage of boxing in 
Brooklyn, and we are thrilled to 
make the sport a major part of 
our new arena.”

Poaching the celebrated box-
ing championship from Madison 
Square Garden is only the latest 
big coup for the 19,000-seat Bar-
clays Center, which is the center-
piece of developer Bruce Ratner’s 
contentious Atlantic Yards mega-
project.

The future home of the Brook-
lyn Nets also snatched up:

• The Coaches vs. Cancer Clas-
sic, a popular college basketball 
tournament that’s been played 
at Madison Square Garden since 
1998.

• A concert by opera star An-
drea Bocelli, who spurned the 
city for the Barclays Center.

• The New York Masters, the 
area’s fi rst horse-jumping contest 
since the National Horse Show left 
MSG in 2000.

The Barclays Center will 
host other top-notch basketball 
tourneys including the Atlantic 
10’s conference championship 
and the Legends Classic, pulling 
them away from regional arenas 
like the Prudential Center, Izod 
Center, and Boardwalk Hall, all 
in New Jersey.

Pugilists, equestrians, and 
basketball fans crowed that the 
Barclays Center is already out-
shining its competition, though it 
has yet to open.

“MSG still considers itself the 

mecca of boxing but the Barclays 
Center could light a fi re under the 
Garden,” said Bruce Silverglade, 
the owner of Gleason’s Gym, 
the legendary DUMBO workout 
space. 

“It’s going to be terrifi c for 
Brooklyn.”

Rap mogul Jay-Z  will chris-
ten the Barclays Center with 
concerts starting on Sept. 28 . 
In addition to music and pro 

hoops, the arena will also host 
the Ringling Bros. and Barnum 
& Bailey circus, Disney on Ice, 
a pre-season hockey game be-
tween the New York Islanders 
and New Jersey Devils, and a 
college basketball match-up be-
tween Maryland and reigning 
champs Kentucky.

The Nets will begin regular-
season play at the Barclays Cen-
ter in November.

Continued from cover

Barclays

KNOCKOUT: The soon-to-open Barclays Center snagged the Golden Gloves 
amateur boxing fi nals from Madison Square Garden. File photo by Tom Callan

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The State Liquor Au-

thority gave an embattled 
64th Street karaoke club 
accused of allowing under-
age drinking and drug use 
a chance to clean up its act      
— but that second chance 
came at a steep price.

The agency was poised to 
pull Crown KTV’s liquor li-
cense, but, after meeting with 
pleading club representatives 
on March 27, said the vio-
lence-scarred nightspot could 
continue to sell booze — as 
long as they pay a whopping 
$30,000 in violations. The new 
fi nes will be in addition to the 
$7,000 in penalties the busi-
ness racked up earlier this 

month, agency spokesman 
Bill Crowley said.

Crown KTV owners 
have just 20 business days 
to cough up the dough or 
the Authority will cancel 
its license. The State Liquor 
Authority will also keep 
a close eye on the karaoke 
club for the foreseeable fu-
ture, Crowley explained. 

“The board chairman 
was very clear at the meet-
ing that if there were any 
more violations in the next 
year, their license will be 
revoked,” said Crowley. 

Five people were stabbed 
outside the club between 
Eighth and Ninth avenues 
last summer after a fi ght 

inside spilled out onto the 
street. The bar has also come 
under fi re for allowing teen-
age drinking and drug use.

The Zheng family, which 
owns Crown KTV, declined 
to comment on the state’s 
decision, but Crown KTV’s 
attorney Paul Ascher said 
his clients were ecstatic 
over the reprieve — despite 
the $37,000 in fi nes now 
hanging over their heads.

“We are delighted with 
the decision of the State Li-
quor Authority to allow us 
to remain in business,” said 
Ascher. “We intend to fully 
cooperate with the com-
munity board and with the 
community and continue to 

be a valuable member of the 
community.”

Community Board 10, 
which represents Bay Ridge, 
voted unanimously to op-
pose the renewal of the night 
spot’s liquor license, though 
the board’s role is only advi-
sory. CB10 Police and Public 
Safety Chairman George 
Fontas cited a history of 
“criminal activities on the 
premises” as a reason for the 
board’s decision. 

But Crown KTV man-
ager Eric Zheng  defended 
the bar  last summer, claim-
ing that drugs — especially 
cocaine — aren’t popular 
with his clientele, which is 
almost exclusively Chinese.

Still, Zheng confessed 
that the club’s security could 
have done more to prevent 
last summer’s stabbing.

“We probably could have 
done better,” Zheng said. 
“By the time we got out 
there, the fi ght was over.”

Bay Ridge’s Crown KTV gets to keep liquor license

SECOND CHANCE: The State Liquor Authority is giving manager 
Eric Zheng and Crown KTV — a club accused of allowing underage 
drinking and drug use — a second chance.  File photo by Dan MacLeod

A boozy reprieve for embattled club 
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support the new venue.
“It’s on our doorstep, it’s 

great!” said Wythe Hotel 
manager Peter Lawrence, 
who hopes his hotel will 
open this summer. “Quite 

a few rooms have a great 
view of the activities of the 
concerts, and I’m sure peo-
ple will be up on our roof 
deck when the concerts are 
on.”

Thayer said 40 volun-
teers will sweep up any 
litter in the streets sur-
rounding the concert after 

each show and promised to 
be sensitive to all her new 
neighbors’s concerns.

“The point is that it’s 
not going to be an asphalt, 
chain-linked lot,” said 
Thayer. 

“It’s not just a concert 
venue. Our main purpose is 
to create parkland.”

said. “This project was 
born out of our love for 
cooking, meeting new peo-
ple, and creating a relaxed, 
homey environment. It’s 
hardly a money-making 
venture.”

Not that it couldn’t 
be — the clandestine na-
ture of the covert supper 
club plays perfectly into 
current foodie trends of 
speakeasies, subterranean 
cocktail lounges, and un-
marked restaurants, not to 
mention plucky, do-it-your-
self ventures that gleefully 
cut out the middle man (or 
in this case, the Depart-
ment of Health and Mental 
Hygiene, which disallows 
such establishments un-
der the health code).

More than 1,000 mem-
bers currently clamor for 
the 30 or so seats available 
at each Bite Club 
event, which 
are announced 
via newslet-
ter and — be-
fore PayPal 
expedited the 
process — re-
served through 
a surreptitious money 
drop at one of three se-
cured locations through-
out the city.

The fuss is worth 
it — $100 buys eight su-
perbly prepared, high-end 
courses, which include 
dishes like swordfi sh with 
parsnip and guanciale 
hash, caramelized foie 
gras with caramel and va-
nilla bean poached pear, 

and — during a recent 
press party commissioned 
by BBC America to pro-
mote an upcoming cooking 
competition — huitlacoche 
quesadillas and six-hour 
roasted baby goat in hand-

made masa tor-
tillas.

Just make 
sure to BYOB: 
NY Bite Club 
nixed wine 
service years 
ago to avoid 

further legal 
complications.

The cash also procures 
a spot in a rather unique 
social experiment, which 
Daniel and Alicia or-
chestrate through use 
of communal tables and 
carefully crafted seat-
ing charts that mix and 
match members from all 
walks of life.

“When we fi rst started 
out, everyone was ei-

ther an artist or invest-
ment banker, but once we 
started to get press, our 
membership profi le got 
very broad,” Daniel said. 
“One week, there’d be a 
group of French tourists, 
then, older Indian couples 
in their 60s. 

They told us their spiri-
tual advisor said it would 
help their marriage if they 
came.”

So diners willing to 
skirt city laws for a gour-
met meal should show up 
hungry and be ready for 
anything (that’s the fourth 
rule of NY Bite Club).

“We’ve had everyone 
from models to chefs, to 
guys that run the NAS-
DAQ, but it’s not at all pre-
tentious,” he added. “It’s 
about giving yourself over 
to the food and experience, 
no matter who you are.”

Visit  www.nybiteclub.
com .

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
A fi rst-of-its-kind residential build-

ing powered entirely by the sun and 
the wind will rise in Park Slope — and 
even preservationists say the neigh-
borhood is the perfect spot for the eco-
friendly plan.

Green-minded architects will build 
a self-heating, four-story rental com-
plex complete with a ground-fl oor bar, 
lounge, and restaurant on Fifth Ave-
nue and Fifth Street this summer.

The sleek, modern residence will 
feature a roof-top solar panel and wind 
turbine above its rentable units.

“We’re on the forefront of a move-
ment that is long overdue in New 
York,” said David Scott, a spokesman  
for Voltaic Solaire, the Brooklyn-based 

alternative energy company working 
on the project.

His fi rm recently teamed up with 
architects to put up a freeway-side 
apartment building called “The Delta” 
in Carroll Gardens — on Hamilton Av-
enue and Ninth Street — made of re-
cycled materials with a shiny, mirror-
like facade.

The Fifth Avenue building will have 
“a similar look and feel,” but will be 
largely made of brick, he said.

Some Park Slope neighbors are pro-
tective about preserving the historic 
character of the neighborhood — espe-
cially near Grand Army Plaza — say-
ing fl ashy modern edifi ces have no 
place on historic streets.

But this Fifth Avenue site is not 

held to the same historic standards, 
said landmark district-boosting resi-
dent Peter Bray. 

“I wouldn’t want to see a house full 
of solar collectors in the middle of 19th- 
century brownstones — but Fifth Ave-
nue could be a place that integrates old 
and new,” he said.

He declined to comment on the aes-
thetics of the building until the com-
pany releases a complete rendering.

The building will feature six rent-
able units ranging from $1,600 to $2,600 
and will generate all of its electricity 
and heat on-site — meaning Con-Ed 
bills will be the least of the tenants’ 
concerns.

Scott said Brooklyn will likely see 
more solar-powered rentals soon.

SUN OF A GUN: A wind-and-solar-powered rental in Park Slope will 
look similar to this one in Carroll Gardens. Courtesy of Voltaic Solaire

Sun and wind to power building

The ultimate in affordable elegance

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

Parties
Accommodating 30-200 Guests

2926 Avenue S. Marine Park 
Call for Reservations
718.998.4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com

Continued from page 1 Continued from page 3 

Bite club Noise

SECRET INGREDIENT: We agreed not to tell you where this 
place is, but we are able to disclose the menu, which included 
pozole (below). Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY DANIEL BUSH
Coney Island’s oldest wa-

tering hole is in the middle 
of a brand planking new 
makeover.

The owner of Ruby’s Bar 
is using discarded Board-
walk wood to spruce up the 
Great Depression-era dive’s 
honky-tonk interior — en-
suring that the beach-front 
saloon will retain some of 
its old-school charm when 
its glitzy renovation is com-
pleted.

Michael Sarrel, who 
owns the beloved 78-year-
old beer-and-burger joint on 
the Boardwalk near Still-
well Avenue, said he hopes 
the addition of the planks, 
which are slowly being re-
moved from the Boardwalk 
as the Parks Department 
begins replacing sections 
of the famed esplanade with 
concrete and plastic boards, 
will make longtime Coney 
Island beachgoers feel right 
at home.

“We want to make sure 
that we keep all of our 
loyal customers,” Sarrel 
said. “Using the Boardwalk 
wood was the perfect way to 
do that.”

Sarrel is spending $10,000 
to rebuild Ruby’s bar with 
wood from the walkway. 

The taproom’s wainscot-
ing, bathroom and parts of 
its ceiling will also feature 
pieces of repurposed timber 
from the iconic Boardwalk, 
which opened in 1923.

Sarrel said he got the 
wood for free from the 
Parks Department, which 

ripped up sections of the 
Boardwalk as part of its 
$30-million renovation of 
the aging, 2.3-mile span, 
which stretches from Brigh-
ton Beach to Sea Gate.

Bringing the Boardwalk 
to Ruby’s is just one phase 
of an expensive face-lift that 

Sarrel said is costing him 
more than $100,000 — but the 
bar would likely have been 
torn down altogether had 
it not been for a last-second 
agreement to keep it intact.

Ruby’s was one of the so-
called “Boardwalk Eight” — 
longtime Coney businesses 

that fought to stay alive af-
ter Central Amusement In-
ternational was given con-
trol of their leases by the 
city in 2009 with a mandate 
to transform the People’s 
Playground into an upscale, 
year-round tourist destina-
tion full of hotels, restau-

rants and new attractions.
In 2010, a  court ordered  

Central Amusement to let 
seven of the businesses re-
main open for one more sea-
son, after the amusement 
giant tried to replace them 
with fancier shops.

Last year, Ruby’s and 
Paul’s Daughter  signed deals 
to stay on the Boardwalk , 
provided they get costly 
makeovers. But the rest of 
the shops —  including Cha-
Cha’s Bar and Beer Island  — 
were forced to close.

Sarrel said Ruby’s will 
feature new fl oors, lighting, 
and bathrooms in addition 
to the decorative strips of 
Boardwalk lumber.

Boardwalk fans cheered 
Ruby’s decision to preserve 
a piece of the promenade.

“It keeps a historic part 
of Coney Island alive,” said 
Todd Dobrin, the president 
of Friends of the Boardwalk.

Last month a city panel 
 approved the Parks Depart-
ment’s plan  to replace a sec-
tion of the Boardwalk in 
Brighton Beach with con-
crete and recycled plastic 
lumber —  angering residents  
who fear the project will pave 
the way for the city to turn 
the rest of the walkway into 
an ordinary sidewalk.

Historic Boardwalk’s discarded wood bellies up to beloved Coney Island dive bar

OLD-SCHOOL: (Left) Ruby’s owner Michael Sarrel shows off the 
Depression-era dive bar’s reclaimed planks, taken from the leg-
endary Coney Island Boardwalk. (Above) A construction worker 
helps give ripped-up planks a new life. 
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that will disappear in eight months 
could result in another recount.

Republican Storobin’s election-
night lead of 120 votes jumped to 
143 the next day after workers 
from the Board of Elections com-
pleted a paper ballot recount, but 
the attorney’s margin of victory 
shrank to just three votes after 
nearly 500 absentee ballots and af-

fi davits were tallied.
Lawyers for Storobin and Fi-

dler claimed 300-plus remaining 
absentee ballots and affi davits were 
phony, and asked court-appointed 
referees to review them and have a 
judge toss out the illegitimate ones.

Fidler spokesman Kalman 
Yeger accused Storobin’s camp 
of pressuring residents into sub-
mitting absentee ballots and then 
asking them to vote a second time 
at the polls, which is illegal.

“We’re very confi dent that as 

Mr. Storobin’s fraud is identifi ed 
and addressed by the court that 
Lew Fidler will be elected because 
he has more legitimate votes,” 
Yeger said.

But Storobin spokesman David 
Simpson claimed that Fidler pur-
posefully challenged absentee bal-
lots cast by people with Russian-
sounding names in an attempt to 
disqualify votes that were pre-
sumably cast by supporters of his 
Soviet-born opponent.

“We believe they’re valid 

votes,” Simpson said.
The battle for who will repre-

sent a swath of Southern Brook-
lyn that stretches from Brighton 
Beach to Bergen Beach moved out 
of the Board of Elections offi ces 
and into the streets when a group 
of Storobin supporters picketed 
outside of Fidler’s council offi ce, 
claiming that Fidler tried to dis-
qualify their votes to gain the up-
per hand in the race.

But the outcome is now in the 
hands of a Brooklyn Supreme Court 

judge, who is expected to take up the 
case sometime next week.

If neither candidate is leading 
by more than 110 votes after the 
absentee ballots are reviewed, the 
city said it will conduct a second re-
count, or a re-recount.

Politicos said the re-recount 
will be the most likely outcome 
— and marveled at the unusually 
close results.

“This is the best example that ev-
ery vote counts.” said Councilman 
Mike Nelson (D–Sheepshead Bay).

Continued from page 1 
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WE BUY GET MONEY FAST
30 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS!

Westchester Square Pawnbrokers & Jewelers Ltd.
2712 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461

(Across from Wendy’s)

(718) 892-1954
White Plains Rd Pawnbrokers LLC

3201-E White Plains Road, Bronx, NY 10467
(3 Doors off Burke Ave.)

(718) 325-CASH (2274)

Castle Hill Pawnbrokers LLC
1219 A Castle Hill Ave Bronx NY 10462

(Across form Firehouse)

(718) 829-CASH (2274)

D.C.A. # 1385421 D.C.A. # 1385678

D.C.A. # 1291900 D.C.A. # 1348803

D.C.A. # 1308376 D.C.A. # 1348821

Quick Cash of Dyckman
113 Dyckman Street, New York, NY 10040

Quick Cash of Staten Island
160 Broad Street, Staten Island, NY

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Knickerbocker
412 Knickerbocker Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11237

(Next to rainbow Shop)

(347) 442-5626
D.C.A. # 1400174 D.C.A. # 1400175

Quick Cash of Graham
125 Graham Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11206

(Between Boerum & Johnson Street)

(718) 302-CASH (2274)
D.C.A. # 1411365 D.C.A. # 1411368

Quick Cash of Utica Avenue
407 Utica Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11213

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Freeport L.L.C.
52 South Main Street . Freeport NY 11520

 (Near Sunrise Highway )

    (516) 868 -CASH (2274)

 Quick Cash of Baldwin
    1619 Grand Ave . Baldwin NY 11510

(516) 867-CASH (2274)

Quick Cash of Brentwood
245 2nd Avenue, Unit 16, Brentwood, NY 11717

COMING SOON
Quick Cash of Seldon

1206 Middle Country Road, Seldon, NY 11784
COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Ridgewood II
60-13 Myrtle Avenue, Ridgewood, NY 11385

(Across from Key Food)

(347) 799-1655
D.C.A. # 1390400 D.C.A. # 1390397

Roosevelt Pawnbrokers LLC
80-02 Roosevelt Avenue, Jackson Heights, NY 11372

(Entrance on 82nd Street)

(718) 803-CASH (2274)
D.C.A. # 1291902 D.C.A. # 1348839

Ridgewood I Pawn LLC
54-23A Myrtle Avenue, Ridgewood, NY 11385

(Across from McDonald’s)

(718) 497-CASH (2274)
D.C.A. # 1291892 D.C.A. # 1348852

Triborough Bridge Pawn LLC
29-22A Hoyt Avenue South, Astoria, NY 11102

(Next to Dunkin Donuts)

(718) 204-CASH (2274)
D.C.A. # 1302927 D.C.A. # 1348843

Quick Cash of Northern Blvd.
100-08 Northern Blvd., Corona, NY 11368

(718) 424-CASH (2274)

Quick Cash of Laurelton
217-06 Merrick Blvd., Laurelton, NY 11422

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of White Plain LLC
70 E. Post Road, White Plains, NY 10601

(Near White Plains Hospital)

(914) 437-8118
Licensed by the City of New Rochelle

Quick Cash of New Rochelle
199 North Avenue, New Rochell, NY 10801

(On Main Street & North Avenue)

(914) 738_LOAN (5626)
Licensed by the City of New Rochelle

Quick Cash of Port Chester LLC
109 Westchester Avenue, Post Chester, NY 10573

(Near Metro North Station)

(855) 393-CASH (2274)

Quick Cash of Ossining
Ossing, NY

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Peekskill
Peekskill, NY

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Newburgh
600 Broadway, Newburgh, NY 12550
(One Block from Newburgh Nissan Used Cars)

(845) 569-CASH (2274)
Licensed by the City of Newburgh

Quick Cash of Middletown LLC
125 Dolson Avenue, Middletown, NY 10940

(In Shoprite Shopping Center)

(845) 343-LOAN (5626)
Licensed by the City of Middletown

Quick Cash of Wappingers Falls LLC
1708 Route 9 North, Wappingers Falls, NY 12590

(Next to Lumber Liquidators)

(845) 297-CASH (2274)
Licensed by the Village of Wappingers Falls

Quick Cash of Kingston LLC
549 Albany Avenue, Kingston, NY 12401

(One Block from McDonald’s)

(845) 338-9100
Licensed by the City of Kingston

Too Busy? Go Online & Pawn!
quickcashpawnusa.com

Customers Beware of Unlicensed Pawnbrokers
All Locations Are Licensed and Insured by Lloyds Of London
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Starting today, and 
continuing every Sun-
day, Brooklyn readers 
of the Sunday New York 
Post will fi nd their fa-
vorite Courier Life con-
tent in a comprehensive 
new section: Brooklyn 
Weekly.  

Brooklyn Weekly is 
the ultimate source for 

neighborhood news that 
spans the borough.

Whichever corner of 
Kings County you want 
to speak to, we hit your 
target audience at ef-
fi cient zoned ad rates.  
Reach over 150,000 loyal 
Brooklyn readers with 
your ad in this new Sun-
day section. 

Additional ad-
vertising opportu-
nities are available 
in Queens Weekly 
and Bronx Weekly 
publications. You 
advertise only in 
the borough you 
want to reach.

Reach more of 
Brooklyn at low lo-
cal rates.

To advertise, 
call your CNG 
representative, or 
contact Jennifer 
at (718) 260-8302 or 
jstern@cnglocal.
com.

Great news for 
advertisers

Barbeque-lovin’ vege-
tarians don’t have to pass 
on this cheeseburger.

Just in time for 
grilling season, a 
Carroll Gardens 
baker is cook-
ing up art-
fully crafted 
cakes modeled 

after burgers and hotdogs 
— a sugary and strikingly 
realistic take on the clas-
sic meaty meals.

Pastry chef Antonio 
Fiorentino of Mon-

teleone Bakery 
& Café said he is 
channeling his 
passion for art 

into the chocolate-

and-mascarpone-flavored 
faux meat treats.

“I’ve always loved 
painting on little can-
vases — and this is a lot 
like that,” he said. “People 
get a kick out of it.”

Fiorentino dyes house-
made mascarpone to color 
the fake condiments and 

Welcome to Brooklyn Weekly, 
the New York Post’s new section that 
keeps you up to date on everything 
of interest in the Borough of Kings.

It’s packed with news from 
across the borough that will keep 
you informed, entertained and in-
the-know on all breaking develop-
ments that affect your daily life.

Brooklyn Weekly will feature 
news that spans the borough — 
from business to development, 
traffic to parking, education, 
transportation, parks, recreation, 
law enforcement and more.

It covers the community boards 
and the schools and takes you in-
side borough hall and the courts.

Every page will be packed with 
stories and photos to keep you cur-
rent on all that’s happening where 
you live, work and play.

If you want to go behind the 
scenes as the issues that affect 
you take shape, then Brooklyn 
Weekly is for you .

It even contains a local classi-
fied ad section. 

You won’t want to miss a single 
issue of this informative new sec-
tion. And it’s yours every week in-
side the Sunday New York Post.

Vietnam veterans as-
sembled at Fort Hamilton 
Army Base on March 23 to 
remember the fallen and 
recall their contributions 
to a war that defined a gen-
eration.

Bay Ridge residents, pol-
iticians, and army person-
nel gathered for the third 

straight year to pay tribute 
to the men and women who 
defended our country in 
Vietnam.

“It’s very touching, and 
very hard to explain,” said 
Flatbush resident and vet-
eran Rudolph Thomas, try-
ing to choke back his tears.

“I’m very glad that the 
Continued on Page 20Continued on Page 18

The Wonder Wheel is going so-
lar!

Deno’s Wonder Wheel — which 
has spun around in the dark for 
more than 30 years because of 
faulty wiring — will be illumi-
nated this summer with a $50,000 
solar-powered system that owners 
say will have it sparkling like the 
Nile.

Solar panels and 40-watt light 
bulbs are being affixed to the ride’s 

metal baskets. When everything 
is in place and the sun goes down 
this season, the ride should look 
like it did when it first opened in 
1920, explained Deno Vourderis, 
whose family owns and operates 
the legendary Ferris wheel on W. 
12th Street near Bowery Street.

“We’re bringing the old look 
back, we’re just doing it with solar 
energy this time,” Vourderis said. 
“We want to keep it classic.” 

Continued on Page 18

WHEEL 
GOES 
SOLAR

Reach more Brooklyn readers 
with Brooklyn Weekly!

ALL BROOKLYN, EVERY WEEK: 
The cover of the premier issue of 
Brooklyn Weekly.

BY ELI ROSENBERG
The city left a Dit-

mas Park street pock-
marked with gaping 
holes after it planted 
trees against the 
wishes of residents, 
and then quickly up-
rooted them when peo-
ple began to complain 
— leaving trunk-sized 
craters behind and 
setting up a battle be-
tween tree lovers and 
preservationists.

Stratford Road ho-
meowners between 
Beverly and Albe-
marle roads, which is 
part of the Prospect 
Park South Historic 
District, say the city 
never notifi ed them be-
fore placing 24 beech 

trees along the curb 
— a move that violated 
the historic district’s 
longtime agreement 
with the city, James 
Dougal, the president 
of the Prospect Park 
South Association, ex-
plained.

“Since 1905 the 
board has worked with 
the Parks Department 
to plant trees on the in-
side of the sidewalk as 
opposed to the curb — 
keeping with the neigh-
borhood’s original de-
sign,” Dougal said. “It 
was a surprise that they 
wouldn’t have come to 
us fi rst if they wanted 
to make a change.”

After pressure from 
the Prospect Park 

South Association, the 
city buckled and re-
moved the trees from 
the curb last week — 
but the holes they dug 
remain. 

The city then of-
fered residents the op-
portunity to get the 
trees back. 

The city said it 
would plant the trees 
on residents’ front 
lawns with one stipu-
lation: the homeowner 
would be in charge 
of the tree’s upkeep 
— an ultimatum that 
violates another agree-
ment between the city 
and Prospect Park 
South Historic District 
residents, Dougal said.

“The Parks Depart-

ment has changed a 
long-standing position 
on the trees on the 
lawns,” said Dougal, 
who said that the city 
always pruned trees 
— even the ones on pri-
vate front lawns — in 
historic districts. “It’s 
something we’re hop-
ing they’ll change.”

Calls to the city re-
garding the alleged 
planting fi asco were 
not returned.

Dougal said more 
residents on the street 
would have welcomed 
the trees on their 
lawns, provided the 
city promised to care 
for them. 

Yet some residents 
of the uprooted block, 

which lost several 
trees in a freak 2007 
tornado, as well as last 
year’s hurricane, be-
lieve the Prospect Park 
South Association is 
being too rule-bound 
with the city — and 
that the  neighborhood 
could use a few more 
trees , regardless of 
where they’re planted 
or who cares for them.

“I was very happy 
about the trees and 
bummed out that they 
took them out,” said a 
resident of the block 
who asked not to be 
named. “I think the 
Association’s heart 
is in the right place. I 
just wish they wouldn’t 
have pulled them up!”

City plants trees, then rips them up when neighbors complain

UPROOTED: The city broke a long-standing agreement  
when it planted 24 beech trees on Stratford Road in Dit-
mas Park, so it tore them out. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

DITMAS PARK TREE-BACLE

BY AARON SHORT
A summer concert se-

ries that sparked noise com-
plaints on the Williamsburg 
waterfront has found a new 
location — but neighbors 
fear sound from the outdoor 
shows will rock their North-
side homes.

The parks advocacy 
group, Open Space Alliance, 
released a preliminary de-
sign last week revealing 
how it will turn an asphalt 
lot on Kent Avenue between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
into a concert venue — the 
shows’ third location change 
in the past four years.

But some live music crit-
ics say moving the concerts 
three blocks from their pre-
vious home in East River 
State Park won’t address 
complaints about  unruly 
fans, noisy sound checks,  
and blaring speakers.

And they’re already cov-
ering their ears because ren-

derings show the stage at the 
new venue will point inland 
rather than toward the East 
River, like it did in the state 
park last year.

“After offending the 
neighborhood with noise and 
crowds in the past few years, 
they move it just a few blocks 
north and face the stage at 
new neighbors — brilliant!” 
said Williamsburg resident 
Robin Haggert. “I love the 
idea of concerts on the wa-
terfront, but I’m just blown 
away at how mindless they 
are about the problems they 
encountered before.”

The new location is on 
a city lot slated to become 
a part of the long-planned 
Bushwick Inlet Park, and 
Open Space Alliance direc-
tor Stephanie Thayer says 
the more industrial setting 
should be easier on North-
side residents than East 
River State Park, which is 
fl anked by new condos.

“We have moved our 
venue to a location sur-
rounded by industrial and 
commercial zoning,” said 
Thayer, who says the new 
venue will give music lov-
ers rare access to open space 
promised to North Brooklyn 
after the controversial 2005 
rezoning. “Our mission is 
to improve and create parks 
and public recreation, and 
this is the perfect opportu-
nity to do so.”

The orientation of the 
60-foot stage should prevent 
noise from refl ecting off 
several metal warehouses 
on Kent and back into the 

venue, according to an ar-
chitect — but some residents 
fear noise will blast into a 
neighborhood that’s home to 
1,655 residents in a 15-block 
area near the site, according 
to the Census.

“They’re trying to com-
press a large stadium venue 
into an open-air space,” said 
neighbor Susan Fensten.

But many Northside busi-
ness owners, including Brook-
lyn Bowl, the Two Trees-
owned Wythe Hotel, and the 
Brooklyn Brewery, whose 
owner, Steve Hindy, is on the 
Open Space Alliance board, 

Williamsburg 
fears outdoor 
concert noise

POOR PUP: Dog handler Melissa Banks, of Eva’s Play Pups, is wor-
ried that a new concert venue a block from her kennel could dis-
turb her pooches. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued on Page 17
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BY KATE BRIQUELET
Brooklyn’s streets would be safer 

if all of the cyclists looked like extras 
from “Tron.”

That’s the vision of Anthony 
Clune, a Red Hook bike rider and de-
signer who has created a refl ective 
armor that transforms two-wheelers 
into glowing neon rides.

Bikes decked out in the decals re-
semble futuristic vehicles ripped from 
science fi ction movies — and they’re 
certainly more visible to motorists.

“This will keep your brain in-
side your skull where it belongs,” 
said Clune, 31, who goes by the name 
Tonky. “It would be a dream come 
true if I could prevent an accident.”

Called  RydeSafe , Tonky’s dia-
mond-shaped stickers are made from 
the same heavy-duty decals used on 
emergency vehicles, and they fi t on 
frames, rims, seats and helmets — po-
tentially illuminating more parts of 
bikes and their riders than lights.

The entrepreneur created his 
cool night-riding accessory a few 
months ago after surviving his own 
bone-chilling bike accident, involv-

ing a text-messaging motorist on 15th 
Street in Park Slope.

“It happened so fast, and it bumped 
something loose in my caveman 
brain,” said Tonky, a lifelong biker. “I 
realized I was still alive due to dumb 
luck.”

So far, pedal-pushers love the glint-
ing strips, which are meant to be used 

in tandem with city-required bike 
lights.

Michael Green, the Park Sloper 
behind  Bike Blog NYC , said the bor-
ough’s biking community is experi-
encing a do-it-yourself renaissance.

“The more lights, the better,” he 
said. “I only have a couple of places 
where I didn’t have stickers.”

Tonky, who’s temporarily working 
on a project with elite creative agency 
Wieden+Kennedy in Portland, said 
he’s planning on fi lming a “Tron”-
style race in the streets to promote 
the decals.

He hopes to bring the fl ashy futur-
istic movie to Brooklyn, too. 

“It is a rare blessing in a world 
of knick-knack-bric-a-brac to make 
something with the potential to im-
prove lives and not end up in the land-
fi ll,” said Tonky, who refers to his 
decal-clad bike as the “Lean Green 
Safety Machine.” “Hopefully it will 
bring attention to the scourge that is 
distracted driving.”

Each RydeSafe kit includes 51 de-
cals for $16.50. Visit  www.rydesafe.
com .

SHINING BRIGHT: Bicyclist Anthony “Ton-
ky” Clune came up with the idea after he 
was hit by a car. 

A glow-in-the-dark bike
Red Hook cyclist’s wheels light up the night — for safety!

DA
Y

GLISTEN HERE: When it’s bright outside, this bike looks like any 
other two-wheeler — but special decals make it glow in the dark.
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$89999

LEAH Full Size
Sofabed

CONNER
Chaise
Recliner

Orig. $849.99

RALEIGH
Recliner

PINNACLE
Leather Match
Chaise 
Recliner

$79999
Orig. $869.99 Orig. $1029.99

LAUREL
Designer Sofa
Orig. $1199.99

$74999

ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
150 Sunrise Hwy
516-766-0910

CARLE PLACE
265 Glen Cove Rd.
516-248-2323

FARMINGDALE
1644 Route 110
631-845-4790

SETAUKET
4016 Nesconset Hwy. (Rte 347)
631-642-3240

ALL STORES OPEN: Monday– Saturday 10am-9pm (RVC Sat.10am-6pm), Sunday 11am-6pm

The BEST & LARGEST DISPLAY of La-Z-Boy Furniture in the Metro Area!

1-800-RECLINER          WWW.LAZBOY.COM/LONGISLAND-NYC

The BEST & LARGEST DISPLAY of La-Z-Boy Furniture in the Metro Area!

OVER 100 RECLINERS ON DISPLAY! • NEXT DAY DELIVERY ON EVERYTHING IN STOCK!†

$49999$46999

Photos are for illustration only. Not all items in all stores. Delivery charges apply. Immediate delivery, in stock items only.
†Restrictions apply. Available on in-stock merchandise, Delivery Days Tuesday thru Saturday.

Purchase must be made prior to 2 pm. May not apply to certain delivery locations. See store for details.

SAVE 
$380

SAVE 
$450

SAVE 
$370

SAVE 
$230 4 Lift Chair

Styles
Available

GIVES YOU AN EXTRA BOOST!
Some with Heat & Massage

“Come in and feel the difference.”“Come in and feel the difference.”

Attention Brooklyn! 

A 15 Minute Drive Can 
Save You An Additional 15%!

SAVE

10%
to50%

OFF

SAVE AN

EXTRA15%OFF
ALREADY DISCOUNTED PRICES!With this coupon only. Excludes ad specials, clearance items, hot buysand prior sales. Can’t be combined with other offers. $500 Min.Purchase. Limit one per customer. Exp 4/9/12.

VAIL Recliner

$29999

$79999
CLARK RECLINING SOFA

Orig. $1359.99

SAVE 
$490

SAVE 
$550

B

BY COLIN MIXSON
Manhattan Beach bas-

ketball lovers are crying 
foul over the city’s inabil-
ity to repair two neighbor-
hood courts — even though 
$500,000 is available for the 
fi x.

Councilman Michael 
Nelson allocated the funds 
to mend the cracks and 
fi ssures lining the park’s 
buckling and fractured bas-
ketball courts more than 
a year ago, but commu-
nity members say Borough 
Parks Commissioner Kevin 
Jeffrey hasn’t lifted a fi nger 
towards hiring the contrac-
tors needed to do the work.

“Councilman Nelson 
was made aware of the de-
plorable conditions of the 
park and he got the money 
to fi x it, but we don’t know 
what the Parks commis-
sioner is doing. He hasn’t 
assigned anyone the con-
tract and I don’t know if that 
money is still in play,” said 
Allen Ditchek, vice presi-
dent of Community Board 
15, who said the parks com-
missioner would be the one 
doling out permits. “He was 
supposedly taking bids a 
year ago, but, so far, noth-
ing has happened.”

A spokesman for Coun-
cilman Nelson admitted 
that the city is sitting on its 
laurels when it comes to fi x-
ing Manhattan Beach Park.

“It’s always that way,” 
Chaim Deutsch explained. 
“Hopefully they’re going to 
start the project soon.”

Meanwhile, parkgoers 

said the Manhattan Beach 
basketball courts remain 
in abysmal condition: the 
court near Falmouth Street 
is lined with hazardous 
cracks, which residents say 
can lead to bad spills and 
sprained ankles — and the 
basketball court near Mac 
Kenzie Street is completely 
shutdown, Ditchek said.

“They’re valuable re-
sources at the park, which 
for many years people 

haven’t been able to take ad-
vantage of,” he explained.

Jeffrey did not return 
calls for comment. 

A Parks Department 
spokeswoman said that 
work on the basketball 
courts is expected to begin 
in the fall.

NET LOSS: (Above) The Ditchek 
boys, Brandon, Ronny, and 
Sammy, would love to play 
basketball at the court near 
Mac Kenzie Street in Manhattan 
Beach Park — too bad there’s 
no hoop. (Right) Nothing but … 
well, you get the picture. 
 Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

Basketball court 
is out of order

In Manhattan Beach, they don’t got game

BY COLIN MIXSON
Police have identifi ed the remains of a 

man who was found buried under a burn-
ing pile of trash in Marine Park this past 
January — a Coney Island resident who in-
vestigators claim was murdered.

Detectives say the victim, 36-year-old 
Alvin Bonhomme, was strangled to death 
before being dumped into a pile of trash on 
Hendrickson Street on Jan. 12.

He was then set on fi re, cops say.
The case, now a homicide investigation, 

began at 3:43 am, when police responded to 
a trash fi re near Avenue U. 

After fi refi ghters had extinguished the 
blaze, they found Bonhomme’s burnt body 
amidst the litter, but didn’t identify him, 
or learn the cause of death until March 20, 
when the Medical Examiner’s offi ce com-
pleted its investigation. 

Cops: Man murdered, set ablaze
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3500 Nostrand Ave. 
(between Ave. U & Ave. V)

HEALTHQUEST stands at the forefront in providing quality 

TREATMENTS OFFERED:

“When Life Really Matters”

TAKING A STAND: (Above) Manager Sammy Kassen says he 
didn’t mow down bar owner Tony Gentile (below) with his food 
cart despite witnesses claims. 
 Community Newspaper Group / Will Bredderman

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A scrape over a Bay Ridge sidewalk 

escalated into an all-out war on March 
24, when a controversial halal cart 
mowed down a Fifth Avenue bar owner 
during a fi ght over a coveted corner 
spot, witnesses claim.

Sammy Kassen, manager of the 
Middle Eastern Halal Cart, was try-
ing to reclaim his food wagon’s loca-
tion at the corner of Fifth Avenue and 
86th Street, a spot taken away from 
him after  someone quietly placed two 
benches atop his normal hangout  un-
der the cover of darkness, when sev-
eral merchants, including Lone Star 
Bar owner Tony Gentile — a longtime 
critic of Kassen’s cart — created a hu-
man barricade, preventing him from 
backing in.

Kassen moved aside several newspa-
per boxes and was maneuvering into the 
spot he made for himself when he report-
edly backed into Gentile.

Imam Hassanain, who works at the 
Halal Express Food stand across the 
street, said he saw Gentile fall. 

“A guy was blocking him say-
ing ‘you can’t come in here,’ then he 
brought the cart in and knocked the 

guy down,” Hassanain claimed.
An FDNY spokesman said an ambu-

lance brought someone suffering from 
arm and leg injuries from 86th Street 
and Fifth Avenue to Lutheran Medical 
Center at 4:35 pm. Cops from the 68th 
Precinct also responded to a verbal al-
tercation and assault, but no arrests 
were made. 

Gentile declined to comment for 
this story. 

Kassen said the merchants didn’t want 
him setting up shop near the corner.

“They were saying, ‘Hey, you can’t 
come in here.’ We said, ‘We just want to 
do business,’ ” Kassen said. “We got out 
and we argued, and there was a crowd 
blooming around us.”

A police source said that Middle 
Eastern’s permits are in order, so, if any 
charges were fi led, Gentile would have 
been taken away in handcuffs since he 
was preventing a permitted merchant 
from doing business on a city sidewalk.

Councilman Vincent Gentile (D-Bay 
Ridge) — who is not related to the bar 
owner — was getting a haircut at a nearby 
barbershop when the confl ict broke out, 
and tried to mediate the dispute, accord-
ing to spokesman Justin Brannan.

“He just tried to cool things down, 
until cooler heads could prevail,” Bran-
nan said. “The whole situation needs to 
be worked out by the business improve-
ment district.” 

Fifth Avenue merchants have been 
complaining about the Middle Eastern 
Halal Cart for months, claiming that 
the gyro seller pollutes the sidewalk, 
attracts rowdy drunks, and gets off 
without paying the same steep rents as 
brick-and-mortar restaurants.

In fact, Gentile was hoping to uproot 
the food cart by installing fl ower beds 
on its prime piece of sidewalk real es-
tate when the benches mysteriously 
popped up sometime after 4 am — after 
Kassen closed up shop for the night.

Kassen said that Middle Eastern 
wants to return to the spot it occupied 
prior to the benches’ enigmatic appear-
ance, and that the business has been in 
touch with attorneys and city agencies 
about getting the new street seats un-
bolted from the pavement.

“We called 311, we called the De-
partment of Transportation, and they 
all said the same thing — these benches 
are illegal and they’re looking into it,” 
Kassen said.

 Dispute over controversial vendor ends in injuries

Ridge food cart fracas
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For Treatment of:

The Vascular Institute 
of New York

Safe and highly effective

718.438.3800

Enrico Ascher, M.D. 
Professor of Surgery 

FDA
Approved

BY COLIN MIXSON
Brooklyn goes to school!
The recovered York-

shire terrier pup, Brook-
lyn, who was dog-napped 
from a Flatbush Avenue pet 
shop, has become so popu-
lar that he was invited to 
visit a fi fth-grade class at 
Midwood’s PS 193 on March 
28.

“It went great,” said Di-
anne Coluccio, whose stu-
dent’s were lucky enough 
to spend an afternoon with 
the famous pooch. “It was 
so much fun. The kids had 
a ball, the whole school had 
a ball — it was a great les-
son.”

The visit stemmed from 
the school’s March monthly 
writing assignment, in 
which student’s were 
tasked with responding to 
a feature news article. In 
the case of Coluccio’s class, 
they were asked to respond 
to the Bay News’ coverage 
of Brooklyn’s  dog-napping 
adventure . 

However, after learn-
ing that David Dietz, the 
dog’s owner, was looking 
for someone to adopt the 
Yorkie, Coluccio found that 
her carefully selected as-
signment had taken a life of 
its own.

“We didn’t expect the 
assignment to go as far as 
it did,” said the teacher. 
“The class became really 
interested in Brooklyn, 
about who was going to 

take him, so we invited 
him to visit.”

Brooklyn wasn’t able to 
tell his story — he was too 
busy playing with the kids 
— but Dietz fi lled every-
one in about the Yorkie’s 
adventure, and was happy 
to answer the class’s care-

fully prepared list of criti-
cal-thinking questions.

“It’s a fabulous story,” 
said fi fth-grader Izayah 
Jean-Felix.

After bombarding Dietz 
with their witty questions, 
the kids were then asked to 
give suggestions on who the 
dog should be given to.

“You can give him to a 
family where the children 
need friends in their life,” 
was one helpful student’s 
tip.

Stolen Yorkie wows PS 193 kids with his tale

CUTE LITTLE GUY: (Above) PS 
193 Fifth-grader Zohab Moham-
mad, 11, gets his chance to meet 
Brooklyn the wonder dog. (Left) 
Ermina Cirkovic, 10, cuddles the 
Yorkie pup. 
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham

School daze for 
pinched pooch 

NOT JUST FOR 
KIDS: Fifth-grade 
teachers Dianne 
Coluccio (left) and 
Stephanie Prucha 
get their turn with 
Brooklyn. 
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www.zplasty.com | Credit Cards Accepted | Care Credit Available

M Zakir Sabry MD, PC
Board Certified | Aesthestic & Reconstructive Plastic Surgeon

Medispa
Plastic Surgery Center

&
Offering Upper East Side services to Brooklyn

NEW!
“LOSE INCHES”

A non-invasive procedure to reduce 
fat and sculpt 

your body. No needles, 
syringes or scalpel and 

NO downtime!

coolsculpting TM

$100.00 OFF
on 1st Treatment of Coolsculpting

when you mention this ad

936 Fifth Avenue, Office 2
New York, NY 10021

459 77th Street | Bklyn, NY 11209
718.238.7400

2800 Marcus Avenue, Suite
Lake Success, NY 11042

Pedicuria Cosmetic Foot Care

Call for an appointment

Hours of Operation: Tuesdays 5pm - 9pm & Saturdays 9am - 1pm

www.PedicuriaFootCare.com

Call toll free: (877)354-3297 or (718) 304-6272

135 North 9th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11249

Now is the Time to get them summer worthy. 
At Pedicuria cosmetic foot care we provide medical pedicures for the person

who feels they simply deserve the best. Diabetics are welcome! We offer
the latest treatment for thick discolored nails. The newest and safest

laser. Our board certified podiatrist is always on the premise. 
Ourinstruments are sterilized and we have great fees and packages, 

Come tryour wonderful selection of anti fungal nail polishes, our corn and
calluses treatments and our massages. Your feet will simply feel

pampered! Please call for an appointment today.

STOP HIDING YOUR FEET!

BY ELI ROSENBERG
A Ditmas Park school was raided 

by Robin Hoods this weekend — hun-
dreds of them. 

Kids at PS 217 transformed their 
school into a modern Sherwood Forest 
for a Robin Hood-themed fair this past 
weekend, which culminated with a 
production of the epic anti-greed tale. 

“The play was a hit and the chil-
dren were wonderful,” said Franca 
Conti, the principal of the Ditmas 
Park school, which teaches kinder-
garten through fi fth grade. “It makes 
my heart swell to see the children so 

happy on stage!”
The play was so popular that ad-

ministrators said they sold out all of 
the theater’s 600 seats.

The fair beforehand, which in-
cluded a raffl e stocked by Brooklyn 
businesses like the Flatbush Food 
Coop and Brooklyn Boulder, helped 
raise money to keep the school’s re-
nowned theater department going af-
ter a federal arts grant expired in the 
fall. 

The fair also featured such Not-
tingham-appropriate events like face-
painting, a walking Renaissance min-

strel, and even an archery course, 
albeit one stocked with suction cup-
tipped arrows. 

Teachers said that keeping the the-
ater program going at the school was 
integral to continuing the school’s ed-
ucational success.

“Whether or not they’re successful 
academically, plays help kids feel re-
ally good about themselves; it builds 
their confi dence,” said Judy Brand-
wein, the magnet coordinator at the 
school. “Having arts in the school 
help all kids be succesful, and it ben-
efi ts academics, too.”

CHECKMATE: Alex Cordova, 9, plays an oversize chess game at the 
Robin Hood festival at PS 217 on March 31. Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Robin Hood comes to Ditmas Park
ROBIN HOOD AND MAID MARIANS: (From left) Annabelle Hodge, Kayla Pinkney, Naomi Henry, and Taskin Khan have a blast.
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BY KATE BRIQUELET
It is the year 2012 — 

and pulpy science fi ction is 
vanishing from the galaxy. 
Can these earthlings from 
Brooklyn stop the tides of 
fate and rescue scores of for-
gotten paperbacks?

Greenpoint couple Ash 
Kalb and Cici James are on 
a mission to save the sci-
ence fi ction of the 1960s and 
’70s by scanning the books 
and putting them online 
page by page.

“This isn’t just about 
great books,” said Kalb, a 
tech lawyer who founded 
the project,  Singularity & 
Co ., with his actress fi an-
cée. “Nobody in the future 
will know if they’re any 
good or bad unless we scan 
them.”

The lovebirds acquired 
2,000 weird tomes and 
plan to open a Sci-Fi print 
bookstore in DUMBO this 
spring — a space that will 
double as an offi ce for their 
day jobs.

Their fi rst selection is 
Terence Haile’s 1962 novel 
“Space Train,” a hilari-
ously campy read about gi-
ant space crabs, suggested 
by renowned author Neil 
Gaiman himself. 

But before they can put 

the book online, they must 
rove the planet in search of 
copyrights.

Kalb is on a hunt for the 
children of the siblings of 
the now-deceased Haile to 
get permission to put the 
book online.

Bud Webster, a liaison 
for the Science Fiction & 
Fantasy Writers of Amer-
ica, said tracking down es-
tates could be very diffi cult 
since people have little to 
go on except obituaries that 
mention family members.

“Some authors may never 
go out of print,” Webster said, 
referring to Robert Heinlein 
and Isaac Asimov, whose es-
tates are handled by agents. 
“But others seem to sink fur-
ther and further into unfair 
obscurity every year.”

What will happen to 
Michael Moorcock’s “The 
Winds of Limbo” (Was the 
Fireclown a power-mad 
charlatan — or the last hope 
of Earth?) or Jerry Sohl’s 
“The Altered Ego” (He was 
offered eternal life — The 
price, a living death!)?

Singularity & Co. plans 
to issue a new e-Book each 
month for little or no cost 
and will include a page out-
lining what was learned 
about the bygone author 
along the way.

“This is a detective proj-
ect,” Kalb said. “If we don’t 
do it, they’ll be gone for-
ever.”

For info on this heroic 
project, visit  singular-
ityand.co .

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

Greenpointers embark on mission to rescue novels

PULP FACT: Greenpoint lovebirds Ash Kalb and Cici James are try-
ing to save dime-store science fi ction books from going extinct 
— by uploading them to the web. 
 Community Newspaper Group / Kate Briquelet

SAVING SCI-FI We Gave Out $35 MILLION 
In Loans Last Year!

Proudly Serving Brooklyn For Over 75 Years!

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Ave. Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809

Open Sat. 9-1pm

www.brfcu.org

NEED
CASH?

You Can Borrow $5,000 For As Little As $150 Per Month

CALL NOW !!!

Bubblin’ up
It’s been a busy week for Eli Miller, 79, Brooklyn’s oldest selt-
zer man, who made plenty of Passover deliveries for Canar-
sie’s Gomberg Seltzer Works — the city’s only seltzer plant.
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