
his father’s 
working-class 
ethos, earning the 
Poly Prep Blue Devils’ la-
crosse team’s “dirty work,” man-
ning the face-off, where two play-
ers fi ght to gain control of the ball 
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BY AARON SHORT
A Williamsburg neigh-

borhood group is waging a 
war on brunch — pressur-
ing restaurants in one of the 
city’s mimosa-strongholds 
to open later, hush their pa-
trons, and keep their diners 
inside.

Community Board 1 
members want the city to 
enforce a little-known rule 
prohibiting restaurants 
from serving diners at out-

door sidewalk cafes on Sun-
day mornings.

“This would keep the 
sidewalks open for Sunday 
morning walks to church,” 
said Community Board 1 
public safety chairman Tom 
Burrows. “Lokal, Enid’s, 
and Five Leaves consis-
tently open their sidewalk 
cafe hours before noon on 
Sundays.”

But cafe owners say 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Jesse Bongiovi was born to be 

Jon Bon Jovi’s baby, but, baby, he 
was made to be a great lacrosse 
player!

The Grammy award-winning 
crooner’s son, who is shooting 
for Poly Prep’s stickmen, says 
he’s just like any other player at 
the Bay Ridge private school — 
and it is just a coincidence that 
his dad sings, “Wanted, Dead or 
Alive.”

And when it comes to sports, 
the Jersey na-
tive is cer-
t a i n ly 
tuned 

BY AARON SHORT
Rep. Ed Towns is 

calling it quits after 
more than a quarter 
century in Congress.

The veteran Demo-
cratic lawmaker  will re-
tire at the end of this term , 
ending a Washington legacy 
that began in 1983 and al-
lowing the longtime legisla-
tor to avoid a contested pri-
mary for a newly redrawn 
district that includes Fort 

Greene, Clinton 
Hill, parts of 
Downtown, Ca-

narsie, Coney 
Island, Brigh-

ton Beach, 
Mill Basin, and 

Marine Park.
“After months 

of long family dis-
cussions, I have decided not 
to seek reelection for my 
seat in the United States 

Continued on Page 18

Continued on Page 17Continued on Page 3

More riders using at-risk G stops 
BY AARON SHORT

Subway ridership has surged 
over the past three years at sta-
tions serviced by the at-risk G 
train extension, MTA fi gures re-
veal.

More than 4,700 additional 
riders used the Church Avenue, 
Seventh Avenue–Ninth Street, 
and Fourth Avenue–Ninth Street 
stations on average 
weekdays in 2011 
compared to 2008 
— the year before 
the Metropoli-
tan Transporta-
tion Authority 
extended the G 

line past its previous terminus 
at Smith–Ninth Street, bring-
ing the Brooklyn Local to Park 
Slope, Windsor Terrace, and 
Kensington.

The popular route extension 
is rolling toward its last stop 
unless the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority changes 
direction before wrapping up 

a $257.5-million Culver Via-
duct renovation next win-

ter. But fi gures show that 
ridership across the en-
tire G train line has in-
creased by about seven 

percent between 2007 to 
Continued on Page 15
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CHIP OFF THE OLD ROCKER: Poly Prep’s Jesse Bongiovi isn’t just the spitting 
image of his dad Jon Bon Jovi (inset), he’s also the new face of face-offs for the 
Bay Ridge school’s lacrosse team.  Photo by Denis Gostev

We’re out of Towns W’burg’s war on brunch

Bongiovi 
gives Poly 

a good 
game

TRAIN 
GAINS

THE REBEL: Jared Mezzoc-
chi fi ghts for his right to 
brunch on Sunday mornings.
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THE GENERAL: Community 
Board 1’s Tom Burrows leads the 
fi ght against noisy brunchers.
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BY DANIEL BUSH
Disgraced former state Sen. 

Carl Kruger’s replacement 
might never make it to Albany.

Political insiders say the 
state Senate’s 2012 session is 
scheduled to end in June, pos-
sibly before the city declares a 
winner in the ongoing slugfest 
between Councilman Lew Fidler 
(D–Marine Park) and Republi-
can David Storobin for Kruger’s 
vacant seat — meaning that 
whoever wins will not be able to 
cast a single vote before his dis-
trict is eliminated at the end of 
the year.

“I don’t think the election 
will be settled before June 30,” 
said former Bensonhurst state 
Sen. Seymour Lachman, the 
current director of the Hugh L. 
Carey Center for Government 
Reform at Wagner College on 
Staten Island.

“There’s a lot of important 
legislation that will have to be 
discussed and voted on before 
then. People in Brighton Beach, 
Sheepshead Bay, and Mill Ba-
sin will have been disenfran-
chised,” he said.

Kruger’s successor will still 
have a district offi ce through 
December. 

Storobin emerged  with a 120-
vote lead  on election night, but 
his margin of victory shrank to 
just three votes after the Board 
of Elections counted half of the 
more than 700 absentee ballots 
and affi davits.

Both sides contested more 
than 300 remaining ballots, 
ensuring that the race’s out-
come will be determined in the 
courts.

Court-appointed referees de-
termined that two-thirds of the 
challenged ballots were valid, 

and asked Supreme Court Judge 
Larry Martin to review the rest 
of the votes — 119 of which  Fidler 
claims his opponent obtained il-
legally . 

Martin will schedule a hear-
ing about the so-called fraudu-
lent ballots — which insiders 
say will delay the outcome of the 
election even further.

If neither candidate is lead-
ing by more than 110 votes when 
all the legitimate ballots are 
counted, the city will have to 
count each vote by hand to es-
tablish the winner.

In February, the state ap-
proved new political maps that 
would eliminate Kruger’s seat, 
as part of the decennial redis-
tricting process to make sure 
legislative districts jive with 
population shifts outlined in the 
census.

— with Will Bredderman

Insiders: Kruger’s successor will never cast a vote

ALBANY DREAMING: Councilman Lew Fidler and attorney David Storobin 
want to replace disgraced state Sen. Carl Kruger, but insiders say whoever 
wins may never get to Albany.

Albany dream dashed!
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• Dec. 21, 2011: Kruger  re-
signs , hours before pleading 
guilty to federal corruption 
charges.

• Jan. 9, 2012:  Gov. Cuomo 
calls  a March 20 special elec-
tion to fi ll disgraced former 
state Sen. Kruger’s vacant 
senate seat.

• Jan. 11, 2012: Brigh-
ton Beach attorney David 
Storobin  comes out swing-
ing , backed by Senate Repub-
lican leaders who promise 
they’ll spend up to $500,000 to 
help him win and expand the 

Brooklyn GOP’s Bay Ridge 
base.

• Jan. 16, 2012: Council-
man Lew Fidler (D–Marine 
Park), the presumed front-
runner in the race,  kicks off 
his senate bid  with a rally on 
the steps of City Hall.

• Jan. 26, 2012: A state 
committee in charge of the 
decennial redistricting draws 
new political maps that would 
 eliminate Kruger’s district  — 
placing Fidler and Storobin 
in the awkward position of 
campaigning for a seat that’s 

slated to disappear by the end 
of the year.

• March 20, 2012:  Storobin 
beats Fidler by 120 votes  on 
election night. But Fidler also 
claims victory, launching a 
recount and tally of several 
hundred absentee ballots 
and affi davits that whittles 
Storobin’s lead down to just 
three votes.

• March 30, 2012: After 
both sides challenge more 
than 300 uncounted absentee 
ballots, they agree to let court-
appointed referees intervene.

 • April 4, 2012: A court 
hearing on the race is post-
poned to the end of April, 
ensuring that the still unde-
cided election  will drag on  for 
weeks to come, if not longer.

Anatomy of a special election
The race to replace state Sen. Carl Kruger began with the em-

battled pol’s indictment. Here’s a rundown of what happened:

Republican attorney David 

Storobin is leading Council-

man Lew Fidler (D–Marine 

Park)  by just three votes  after 

more than 21,000 ballots were 

cast in the race to replace dis-

graced former state Sen. Carl 

Kruger, making it one of the 

closest races in New York City 

history. Here are a few other 

historic nail-biters:

• Lincoln Restler vs. Warren 
Cohn: Restler sent shockwaves 
through Williamsburg’s politi-
cal circles in 2010  by narrowly 
defeating Cohn    — Democratic 
Boss Vito Lopez’s hand-picked 
candidate — in a closely watched 
race for an obscure district 
leader position. Margin of vic-

tory: 120 votes.
• George Brinton McClellan Jr. 

vs. William Randolph Hearst: In 
1905, McClellan — a former re-
porter, Brooklyn Bridge trea-
surer, and congressman — eked 
out a razor-thin win over the leg-
endary newspaper publisher in 
the closest New York City may-
oral election ever. Margin of 

victory: 3,418 (just 1.6 percent 
out of the 590,000 votes cast).

• George W. Bush vs. Al 
Gore: Bush’s thin lead in Flor-
ida during the 2000 
presidential elec-
tion came down 
to a recount that 
wound up being de-
cided by the United 
State Supreme Court. 
The court ultimately gave 
Bush control of the free world, 
changing the course of U.S. 
history forever. Margin of 

victory: 537 votes.
• Ruben Studdard vs. Clay Ai-

ken: Studdard slipped past Aiken 
in the second season of 

“American Idol.” 
No recount was 

called. Margin of 

victory: 130,000 votes 
out of 24 million.

Lincoln Restler once won a battle roy-
ale with Warren Cohn. 

Pols on the 
razor’s edge
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House of Representatives,” said 
Towns in a statement released 
by his campaign. “I am very 
grateful for the support we have 
received over the years. I believe 
fi rmly that we would have won 
a 16th term had we decided to 
run.”

Towns, 77,  spent much of last 
weekend alerting community 
leaders  that he will not defend 
his seat in this summer’s pri-

mary against  state Assembly-
man Hakeem Jeffries (D–Fort 
Greene)  and  City Councilman 
Charles Barron (D–Canarsie)  
— both of whom have been cam-
paigning since last year.

The race between Jeffries and 
Towns was expected to be close, 
and one political insider told 
Brooklyn Weekly that the long-
time legislator is choosing to bow 
out rather than face an unpredict-
able election in a new district.

 “He didn’t want to go out on 
a losing note,” the source said. 
“This would have been the most 

diffi cult race of his career.”
Towns — who once served 

as Chairman of the House Over-
sight and Government Reforms 
Committee — handily defeated 
his most recent challenger, ac-
tivist and former “Real World” 
star Kevin Powell, by snagging 
69 percent of the vote.

But his 2012 campaign got off 
to a slow start. Towns only had 
 $11,000 on hand last October , and 
even though he managed to raise 
$194,000 through March and 
stashed away about $254,000 in 
his war chest, Jeffries outpaced 

him, raising $237,000 this past 
quarter and  reporting just under 
$400,000 to spend before the June 
26 primary .

In February a Towns spokes-
man told this publication the 
Congressman was “ committed 
to running .” 

But last week,  Towns’s cam-
paign strategist Hank Sheinkopf 
was noncommittal  when asked 
whether the pol was serious 
about staying in the race.

Towns supporters said his re-
tirement marked “the end of an 
era.” 

Continued from cover

Brunch
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Name-dropping customers who 

want hook-ups at Italian restau-
rants have a suspiciously and hilar-
iously loose defi nition of “famiglia,” 
Brooklyn restaurateurs say.

Patrons seeking free grub and 
reserved tables are capitalizing on 
the family-centric culture by claim-
ing they’re related to restaurant 
owners — especially proprietors 
unfortunate enough to have their 
names on their storefronts. 

At Giovanni’s Brooklyn Eats 
in Windsor Terrace, manager Mi-
chelle Pagliarella claims customers 
often pull the “cousin card” when 
trying to reserve a table, sometimes 
after they learn the place doesn’t 
take reservations.

“They say, ‘I know Giovanni; he’s 
family — put me down for four,’ ” 
she said. “Everybody thinks they 
know him.”

But there’s one dead giveaway: 
most of Giovanni’s real blood rela-
tives call him “Jon.”

Of course, name-dropping 

isn’t just limited to the borough’s 
roughly 400 Italian joints — host-
esses at great restaurants every-
where witness the same thing. But 
there are a couple of factors that 
make the kitchen-side phenomena 
fl are up like a brick oven, Italian 
food experts say.

Esquire magazine food writer 
and author John Mariani said Ital-
ian restaurateurs in the borough of-
ten create a warm, Sicilian-inspired 
“mom-and-pop”-style atmosphere 
— which can make a regular feel, 
well, like family. 

Those owner-operated joints also 
tend to skip somewhat-high-tech 
software such as OpenTable, which 
allows wait staff to make who’s-who 
notes about “important tables,” in-
cluding the location of movie stars, 
big spenders, or relatives of owners.

“It tells them if you’re the presi-
dent of Goldman Sachs or if you or-
dered the expensive merlot last time 
— but mom-and-pops don’t usually 
screen people that way.”

Jon of Giovanni’s Brooklyn Eats 

sure doesn’t — and he’s not the only 
pasta slinger who apparently has a 
bajillion “brothers.”

Anthony Caravello, who runs 
Francesco’s — a Carroll Gardens 
pizzeria named after his father, 
Frank — said a handful of regulars 
are guilty of gunning for less-than-
honest tiramisu comps.

“Everyone likes to feel special 
and important,” said Caravello. “It’s 
a cultural thing — you send over a 
glass of wine.”

Caravello draws the line when 
people accidently call him “Frank.”

Vito Randazzo, owner of Graziel-
la’s in Fort Greene, has some lines 
of his own.

Folks sometimes claim to be 
his cousin in order to score rooftop 
seating — but they usually don’t get 
away with it, thanks to manager 
Frank Clemente’s investigative 
skills, which happen to be sharper 
than aged parmigiano.

“Sometimes I’ll just say, ‘Sorry, 
sir, Vito doesn’t know you,’ ” Clem-
ente said.

Boro’s Italian eateries fl ooded by fake relatives

REAL FAMIGLIA: Deal-seekers sometimes claim to be cousins of Vito Randaz-
zo to get perks at his Fort Greene restaurant Graziella’s. But don’t try it — his 
real “famiglia” is documented — on the wall. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

‘FAMILY’ RESTAURANTS
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
The MTA says it will fi -

nally fi x up one of Flatbush’s 
most dilapidated train stops, 
but residents who fear that 
the Parkside Avenue station 
will collapse around them 
say the long-neglected com-
muter hub is going to need a 
lot more than a fresh coat of 
paint.

Straphangers say that, 
in stunning post-apocalyp-
tic fashion, nature is actu-
ally trying to reclaim the 
station, which suffers from 
leaky roofs, peeling paint, 
falling concrete, and vege-
tation as big as trees sprout-
ing from the cracks.

“I hope [the MTA’s plans] 
are ambitious enough to ad-
dress all of the problems 
at Parkside,” said Rudolph 
Delson, the chairman of the 
Parkside Project Committee, 
a volunteer group that has 
spent the last year pushing 
the MTA and the city to beau-
tify the Parkside Avenue sta-
tion. “For $20, you can re-sole 
your crummy, leaky, moldy 
old shoes; for $100, you can 
buy a new pair. I hope the 
MTA is not going to just re-
sole Parkside, and tell us to 
wear it for another 30 years.”

The Parkside Avenue 
station was built as a regal 
gateway to Prospect Park 
in 1905 but it has slowly de-
cayed over the years, long-
time commuters say.

“[The station] has some 
dangerous infrastructure 
issues,” said Madeleine Fix-
Hansen, who lives near the 
station at Ocean and Park-
side avenues and has prod-
ded the city into redesign-
ing the intersection. “The 
supporting structures are 
visibly cracking.”

The MTA is currently 
taking bids for the Parkside 
Station rehab, but a spokes-

Commuters: Q train 
station is falling apart

PARKSIDE DARKSIDE: The once-regal station has been in disrepair for years. 

man would not say how ex-
tensive — or expensive — 
the renovation would be.

“We are not renovating 
the entire station,” said an 
agency spokeswoman. “We 
are doing component work 
at Parkside Avenue.”

The project also includes 
repairs to the Beverly Road 
and Church Avenue stations, 
the spokeswoman said. 

But residents are de-
manding that the Parkside 
station receives the same 
amount of attention that 
fi ve stations on the Brigh-

ton Line did during a $161 
million makeover last year. 

“It’s high time the MTA 
and city treat these great old 
stations with the respect they 
deserve,” said Tim Thomas, 
a resident and founder of a 
blog named after the Park-
side subway station. 

“A local train stop is the 
heart of a neighborhood. 
When it falls into disrepair 
and neglect, the whole neigh-
borhood feels the collective 
bummer. Don’t just give it a 
slapdash paint job, give it a 
royal homecoming!”

TRAIN IN VAIN: (Above) Flatbush residents Tim Thomas and his 
daughter Wrenn, 2, point out the peeling paint at the Parkside Ave-
nue subway station. (Below) From the outside, the station appears 
decrepit. Photos by Elizabeth Graham
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SAVE 

HUNDREDS!
Featuring Reclining Sofas,

Loveseats and More

ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
150 Sunrise Hwy
516-766-0910

CARLE PLACE
265 Glen Cove Rd.
516-248-2323

FARMINGDALE
1644 Route 110
631-845-4790

SETAUKET
4016 Nesconset Hwy. (Rte 347)
631-642-3240
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The BEST & LARGEST DISPLAY of La-Z-Boy Furniture in the Metro Area!

1-800-RECLINER          WWW.LAZBOY.COM/LONGISLAND-NYC

The BEST & LARGEST DISPLAY of La-Z-Boy Furniture in the Metro Area!

*Offer is for discount of 8.625% or equivalent to the Sales Tax. By law we have to collect sales tax. But, in addition to our Low Sale Price, you will receive a discount equal or greater
than the sales tax. Discount applies to merchandise only. Valid on purchases of $500 or more. Excludes prior purchases, hot buys and clearance items and is not to be combined
with any other promotional offer. Photos are for illustration only. Not all items in all stores. Delivery charges apply. Immediate delivery, in stock items only. †Restrictions apply.
Available on in-stock merchandise, Delivery Days Tuesday thru Saturday. Purchase must be made prior to 2 pm. May not apply to certain delivery locations. See store for details.
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“Come in and feel the difference.”
ATTENTION BROOKLYN!

ANDERSON
Recliner
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JOURNEY
POWER
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Recliner
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$350
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COLLINS Sofa
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www.zplasty.com | Credit Cards Accepted | Care Credit Available

M. Zakir Sabry MD, PC
Board Certified | Aesthestic & Reconstructive Plastic Surgeon

Medispa
Plastic Surgery Center

&
Offering Upper East Side services to Brooklyn

$ 7 5  o f f  H yd ra f a c i a l

NEW!
“LOSE INCHES”

A non-invasive procedure to reduce 
fat and sculpt 

your body. No needles, 
syringes or scalpel and 

NO downtime!

coolsculpting TM

$100.00 OFF
when you mention this ad

936 Fifth Avenue, Office 2
New York, NY 10021

459 77th Street | Bklyn, NY 11209
718.238.7400

2800 Marcus Avenue, Suite
Lake Success, NY 11042

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Prospect Heights resi-

dents want to referee the 
booze rules at the soon-to-
open Barclays Center in an 
attempt to stop liquored-up 
sports fans from commit-
ting fouls on quiet streets 
after games.

Arena neighbors are 
demanding the hoops hub 
adopt an alcohol cut-off time 
and limit the size and num-
ber of drinks served to fans, 
claiming the restrictions 
are necessary because the 
future home of the Brooklyn 
Nets borders residential ar-
eas and, unlike most urban 
stadiums, is not buffered 
from communities by large 
parking lots.

“This is a truly unique 
situation — so we need 
more sensitive crowd con-
trol rules,” said Gib Veconi 
of the Prospect Heights 
Neighborhood Development 
Council.

He and other neighbors 

want beer sold in 12-ounce 
containers rather than the 
16-ounce cups common at 
many stadiums. They’re 
also pushing the arena to 
cap drink sales at two bev-
erages per customer for 
each concession visit, and 
stop pouring beer at 9:30 
pm at sports games and 
concerts.

Many stadiums have 
similar, but not as strict 
rules — the sale of alcohol 
is forbidden after the begin-
ning of the fourth quarter 
at all NBA events and many 
football fans, including Jets 
devotees,  can buy only two 
drinks per trip to a conces-
sion stand .

Pinning the booze cur-
few to an hour, not a stop-
page in play, isn’t unheard 
of, either: Chicago’s Wrigley 
Field — which, like the Bar-
clays Center, isn’t far from 
residences — has a 9:20 pm 
alcohol cut-off.

Wrigley Field is also 

managed by Levy Restau-
rants, the same food vend-
ing company expected to 
run the booze stands at Bar-
clays Center, leaving some 
neighbors hopeful that the 
food company will heed 
their requests.

The plea for strict alco-
hol rules comes after doz-
ens of arena-side residents 
stormed a joint Community 
Board 6 and Community 
Board 2 meeting last week 
hoping to block the arena’s 
liquor license bid.

At the meeting, residents 
said they fear intoxicated 
sports fans will keeps kids 
awake on school nights, 
cause bottlenecks at nearby 
subway stations, and fi ll the 
streets with trash-tossing 
drunk drivers.

It also comes after resi-
dents  rallied for months 
against arena-side nightlife  
over fears it will  lure noisy 
hoops fans onto their resi-
dential blocks . But a total 

ban on booze at Barclays 
Center would make it the 
NBA’s fi rst dry arena — a 
goal some neighbors admit 
isn’t realistic. 

Now, they say their new 
rules are a good compro-
mise.

Representatives from 
Levy Restaurants did not 

respond to inquiries about 
the feasibility of the liquor 
cut-off by press time.

A commitment from the 
food and drink sellers could 
ease the fears of opponents 
of the Atlantic Yards mega-
project, who have been 
shifting their focus from at-
tempting to halt the develop-

ment entirely to protecting 
quality of life in neighbor-
hoods around the arena.

“I have serious reserva-
tions about going forward 
with this [liquor] applica-
tion — until we get some an-
swers,” said Councilwoman 
Letitia James (D–Fort 
Greene).

They’re sipped off
Barclays Center neighbors fi ght for smaller beer cups

SERVING SIZE MATTERS: Prospect Heights neighbors (from left) Gib Veconi, Danae Oratowski, and 
Wayne Bailey want the new Nets arena to serve beer in 12-ounce cups, not 16-ounce containers. 
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Bicycle boosters say a 

city plan to install raised 
concrete islands along the 
Prospect Park West bike 
lane proves the cycling 
path is there for good — 
but lane opponents claim 
the cement lumps actually 
provide a new legal outlet 
in their fi ght against the 
route.

The Department of 
Transportation will begin 
building nine pedestrian 
islands along the bikeway 
on April 23, literally setting 
in stone the controversial 
cycling path in an attempt 
to increase visibility and 
make it easier for walkers 
to cross the road.

The medians — which 
are similar to ones already 
in use on Ninth Avenue be-
tween West 23rd and West 
31st streets in Manhattan 
— are the cherry on top of 
a long-in-the-works project 
that’s now  a wildly success-
ful community hit , accord-
ing to Community Board 6 
member Gary Reilly.

“The paint was like a 
down payment — and this 
fi nishes it off,” Reilly said. 
“It’s nice to see it’s here to 
stay.”

But bike lane critics, 
who already  unsuccessfully 
sued the city to remove the 
path , say the planned con-
crete infrastructure makes 
what is now an “experimen-
tal” confi guration a “per-

manent” street fi xture — a 
factor that could bring new 
life to their case against the 
cycling route.

“It allows us to refi le 
the lawsuit,” said attorney 
Jim Walden, who lost his 
fi rst case against the city 
with the group Neighbors 
for Better Bike Lanes  on a 
technicality  and  appealed 
that decision in February .

Norman Steisel, a for-
mer city transportation 
commissioner and lane 
neighbor, has long claimed 
the bike path creates dan-
gerously inconsistent traf-
fi c patterns and limited vis-
ibility for everyone on the 
busy street — and he says 
the soon-to-be-installed 
medians will do little to fi x 
a roadway he describes as 
chaotic.

“The basic problems are 

still the same,” Steisel said. 
“It’s disturbing.”

The tweaks come at the 
request of CB6, which last 
year recommended modi-
fi cations including  rumble 
strips along with medians 
featuring granite curbs and 
greenery .

The city will install the 
raised islands next to cross-
walks at nine intersections 
including First, Fifth, and 
11th streets, according to 
a spokeswoman for the De-
partment of Transporta-
tion.

The raised islands will 
also keep cars from double 
parking in areas where 
pedestrians wait to cross, 
said cycling advocate Eric 
McClure. 

“It will add quite a bit to 
Prospect Park West, over-
all,” he said.

ROAD RULES: Prospect Park West will soon look something like 
this after the city installs pedestrian islands along the street’s 
controversial bike lane. Rendering by Department of Transportation

Prospect Park pedestrian pads 
prove pedal paths permanent

Tragedy in Cobble Hill
Police collect evidence at the corner of Amity and Hicks streets in Cobble Hill where a taxi struck 
a deaf 5-year-old boy who reportedly darted into traffi c on April 14. At press time, the child was 
in critical condition, and the driver had not been charged.  Photo by Paul Martinka
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Now Carrying 
Ernest Hemingway 

Vintage Inspired Eyewear

BY AARON SHORT
They’re the biggest Aus-

tralian import to hit Brook-
lyn since Fairway started 
stocking Vegemite.

The Prospect Park Zoo 
welcomed four dingoes to 
its “Australian Walkabout” 
exhibit last Thursday — the 
fi rst time the species from 
down under has set foot in a 
New York zoo in 40 years.

The year-old wild dogs, 
two male and two female, 
will join other Aussie ani-
mals like kangaroos, emus, 
and wallabies. 

And even though the 
furry light-brown predators 
are known for hunting ro-
dents, rabbits, lizards, walla-
bies, and the occasional kan-
garoo, lovers of marsupials 
have nothing to fear.

Zoo keepers are only 
feeding the dingoes a car-
nivorous mix of puppy 
chow, with the occasional 

dead rat for extra protein. 
And the zoo has secured 

and separated the dingo hab-
itat from the wallabies. Both 
species coolly ignored ador-
ing crowds last week.

The dingoes spent much 
of the morning foraging for 
crickets while the yellow-
footed rock wallabies took 
after their human neighbors 
in nearby Park Slope and 
noshed on raw kale leaves. 

The Wildlife Conserva-
tion Society at Prospect Park 
Zoo [450 Flatbush Ave. at 
Ocean Avenue, Prospect 
Heights (718) 399–7339]. Open 
10 am–5pm on weekdays, 10 
am–4 pm on weekends. $8 for 
adults, $6 for seniors,  $5 for 
kids 3–12, free for children 
under 3. Visit  www.prospect-
parkzoo.com .

PLAY PUPS: The Prospect Park Zoo brought four dingoes to Brooklyn last week. They join emus, 
kangaroos, and other species in an Aussie-themed exhibit.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

And Dingo was his name-o! 

NEW FRIENDS: Carolina Mulcahy, 
6, was excited to see the dingoes. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

BY AARON SHORT
A string of violent rob-

beries against women in 
Williamsburg this month 
has left residents alarmed 
and police searching for 
suspects.

Cops are trying to track 
down the perps responsible 
for several muggings in the 
90th Precinct in which thugs 
followed women into their 
buildings, assaulted them, 
and stole their property over 
the past three weeks.

In the most recent in-
cident, a mugger trailed a 
woman into her Manhattan 

Avenue building on April 12, 
pushed her, and tried to grab 
her purse.

When the victim 
screamed, the thug pulled out 
a blunt object — a weapon the 
victim believes was a gun — 
and bashed her on the head 
with it several times.

The thief then snatched 
her bag and fl ed on a BMX 
bike at around 9:45 pm.

In a similar incident on 
April 6, a thief followed a 
woman into her S. Third 
Street apartment building at 
7:15 am.

Once inside, the crook 
cornered the woman in an 

elevator and threatened her 
with a silver gun before swip-
ing her iPhone.

And on April 1, a fi end 
approached a woman at the 
entrance of her Montrose 
Avenue building at 4:07 am 
and hit her in the back of her 
head. The crook stole the vic-
tim’s bag after delivering the 
blow.

Police say they do not be-
lieve the crimes are related, 
but cops visited several build-
ings in East Williamsburg 
last week to warn tenants 
about the crime pattern and 
urge them to be watchful en-
tering their homes at night.

Williamsburg muggers target women
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3500 Nostrand Ave. 
(between Ave. U & Ave. V)

HEALTHQUEST stands at the forefront in providing quality 

TREATMENTS OFFERED:

“When Life Really Matters”

BY ELI ROSENBERG 
AND AARON SHORT

The RZA … The GZA 
… Ol’ Dirty Bastard … In-
spectah Deck, Raekwon 
the Chef, U-God, Ghost-
face Killah, and … Marty 
Markowitz?

The Wu-Tang Clan en-
tered the 36 chambers of 
Borough Hall on Monday 
when rapper GZA an-
nounced the line-up for 
the fourth annual North-
side Festival with Borough 
President Markowitz.

“Most people associate 
Wu-Tang with Staten Is-
land, or Shaolin, but I was 
born in Crown Heights, 
raised in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, Brownsville, and 
Bushwick,” said GZA, who 
will headline the June con-
cert series in a show with 
the Latin funk orchestra 
Grupo Fantasma at the 
Music Hall of Williams-
burg.

In a show of Brook-

lyn pride, GZA adopted 
Markowitz as the newest 
member of the Wu-Tang 

Clan and dubbed him 
“Marty Wu,” before hint-
ing that the legendary 

rap group may make an 
endorsement in the 2013 
mayoral race.

The Northside Festi-
val, a week-long celebra-
tion of arts, music, fi lm, 
and entrepreneurship 
that has become Williams-
burg’s answer to the South 
by Southwest festival, will 
start June 14 and feature 
big concerts from such 
groups as of Montreal, 
Ceremony, Kool Keith, and 
Dam-Funk.

Markowitz hinted that 
the entire Wu-Tang Clan 
could soon grace the bor-
ough’s stages for a ”Brook-
lyn-born” festival at the 
Barclays Center — but he 
would not name his favor-
ite song by the legendary 
rap group.

“Whatever he says, I’ll 
go with,” Markowitz said, 
gesturing towards GZA, 
who is also known as The 
Genius. “I’m still listening 
to the Beatles.”

Marty enters the Wu-Tang

BY DANIEL BUSH
A vandal who’s defaced 

the Avenue Z Jewish Cen-
ter on multiple occasions 
scrawled another hate-fi lled 
message near the religious 
center last week — sparking 
fears that the Sheepshead 
Bay synagogue is being tar-
geted by anti-Semites.

A Star of David and the 
word “Jew” were found 
etched into the sidewalk 
just paces from the 50-year-
old house of worship be-
tween Coney Island Avenue 
and E. Seventh Street. 

But the graffi ti was in-
scribed with the tag “RUS” 
— which was used by a van-
dal who scratched up the 
synagogue’s windows mul-
tiple times in recent years, 
according to center presi-
dent Jay Freese.

“We’ve been targeted 
for a while,” Freese said. 
“There’s no swastikas yet, 
but it’s obvious anti-Sem-
itism is in the neighbor-
hood.”

Assemblyman Steven 
Cymbrowitz (D–Sheep-

Ave Z hate crime spree

TOGETHER AT LAST: Borough President Markowitz and Wu Tang 
Clan member GZA came together at Borough Hall to announce 
the lineup for the Northside Festival. 
 Community Newspaper Group / Eli Rosenberg

CRIMINAL OFFENSE: Jay Freese points out the most recent dam-
age to the Avenue Z Jewish Center, a synagogue vandalized mul-
tiple times since 2009.  Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

GZA, Beep rap at Brooklyn’s chambers of power

Continued on Page 12
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The ultimate in affordable elegance

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

Parties
Accommodating 30-200 Guests

2926 Avenue S. Marine Park 
Call for Reservations
718.998.4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com

BY COLIN MIXSON
No Tories allowed!
Kids and their families 

got a fun lesson in our na-
tion’s past during the His-
tory of the American Revo-
lution event at Marine Park 
on April 11, where park 
rangers introduced tots to 
classic 17th-century Dutch 
games, all while rocking 
very stylish tri-corner hats.

Activities, as per the 
event’s theme, featured 
games popular in the 
17th century, which were 
brought to the Hudson 
River Valley by Dutch im-
migrants and included 
nine-pin, a bowling game 
still popular in Europe to-
day, and graces, where two 
players toss hoops at each 
other using two sticks.

Another fun pastime 
was hoop and stick, a very 
exciting race, where play-
ers see who can guide a roll-
ing hoop to the fi nish line 
the quickest.

Of course, there’s no 
such thing as a proper his-
tory event without some 

stylish period clothing.
 Park rangers brought 

the obligatory tri-corner 

hats and rebel American 
army uniforms for the kids 
to try on, and even though 

they were a tad big for the 
pint-size attendees, they 
still looked snappy. 

Ranger Anne Reid, who 
organized the event, wore a 
snazzy period dress along 
with a mob hat — which is 
similar in appearance to a 
chef’s hat, only a little bit 
shorter.

To top everything off, 
kids did arts and crafts and 
drew fl ags of countries — 
any real country, or a coun-
try they made up.

“For us, if the kids 
have fun and learn some-
thing, it’s a good program,” 
said associate urban park 
ranger Howard Kreft, who 
attended the event. 

“You see the smiles on 
their faces and you feel 
like they’ve learned some-
thing, and you can usually 
gauge that by the questions 
they’re asking, their com-
ments, and their participa-
tion,” he said. 

“So, it was a success and 
certainly something we’ll 
consider doing in the fu-
ture.”

Going Dutch: Kids relive B’klyn in 1600s
Rangers teach Marine Park children the games loved by the youth of yesteryear

FUN WITH HISTORY: (Left) Park Ranger Anne Reid shows off some Revolutionary-era clothes while (right, from left) Jonathan Cheslow, 5, 
and Belle Nahoom, 9, try on spiffy colonial-era clothes at the American Revolution program on April 11 in Marine Park. 
  Photo by Bryan Bruchman

Dine In & Catering are welcome
3rd Year Anniversary

All Alcohol drinks for ½ price, 
kitchen & Sushi Bar Special every day 

until May 31, 2012

Business hours:

385 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn NY 11238
Tel. 718-398-3299

www.brooklynharusushi.com

tcchehenn & &
Only 

for Dine In

We Take 
Online Express 

Orders
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Thursday
April 26th

@8:30 pm

Live at Rockwood Stage 2

196 Allen Street
New York, N.Y.

212-477-4155
$10 Admission

For advanced tkts:
rockwoodmusichall.

tickets.musictoday.com
twitter.com/b2c band
burlaptocashmere.com

BY DANIEL BUSH
Five people were seriously hurt in 

a two-car accident in Coney Island on 
Tuesday morning.

A woman and her two young chil-
dren were struck by a car that veered 
onto the sidewalk after it collided with 
an oncoming vehicle on Surf Avenue at 
W. 21st Street around 9:30 am, an FDNY 
spokesman said.

Witnesses said one of the cars blew 
through a red light, causing the accident 

and bringing traffi c to a standstill.
The injured pedestrians and two oth-

ers were rushed to Lutheran Medical 
Center with minor injuries.

The victims were listed in stable 
condition and were expected to be dis-
charged this week, the hospital said.

Workers spent the morning cleaning 
up the debris from the crash, which to-
taled both cars.

“It was a pretty serious accident,” a 
fi re source said.

Family injured in Coney crash
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SMASH UP: Two cars collided at the intersection of Surf Avenue and W. 21st Street in Coney 
Island, injuring fi ve in the early-morning accident.

Amber Steak House
Our beef is specially selected and naturally aged in our dry aging room.

8 oz Filet Mignon with Peppercorn Sauce  . . .$27.95
16 oz. New York Strip  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$27.00
20 oz. Rib Eye  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$30.00
24 oz. Rib Eye with Bone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$30.00
24 oz. T-Bone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$30.00
48 oz. Porter House for Two  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$69.95

OPEN EVERYDAY 12PM-11PM
119 Nassau Ave. Brooklyn-Greenpoint, N.Y. 11222  |  718-389-3757  |  ambersteak.com

Available for Private Parties (20 to 50 people) and Catering
We are open for lunch 12pm to 4 pm.
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We Gave Out Over $35 Million 
in Loans Last Year

NEED SOME?

Where people are worth more than money

Landscape the Yard

Furnish Your Home

Buy Merchandise

Remodel Your Home

Expand Your Business

Educate A Child

Home Improvement 
LOANS AVAILABLE

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

www.brfcu.org

shead Bay) condemned the 
attack — and called on the 
NYPD to fi nd the culprit.

“There is one sick in-
dividual out there and the 
police have to stop him,” 
said Cymbrowitz, who was 
briefed on Monday by of-
fi cers investigating the 
crime.

A police spokesman de-
clined to comment on the 
case.

The same vandal who 
marred the sidewalk near 
the Jewish Center marked 
up the synagogue’s win-
dows twice in the past three 
years, Freese said. 

In both instances the 
suspect left his trademark 
three-letter tag but no anti-

Semitic messages.
Last year, someone 

broke into the center by 
smashing a window. The 
thief damaged a Torah and 
other religious objects be-
fore running off with $200, 
Freese said.

Cymbrowitz and Coun-
cilman Mike Nelson (D–
Brighton Beach) offered a 
$1,000 reward for informa-
tion leading to any arrests 
in the break-in — which 
cops classifi ed as a hate 
crime because religious 
items were broken — but 
the thief remains at large.

The sidewalk scandal 
is only the latest in a long 
line of crimes fueled by 
anti-Semitism in Southern 
Brooklyn.

In January, vandals 
 spray-painted swastikas  
on trees in a Floyd Bennett 
Field community garden. 

Continued from cover

Hate spree

BY AARON SHORT
A spat over grilling in 

Williamsburg is pitting 
neighbor against neigh-
bor.

The city’s plan to build a 
barbecue pit with 10 grills 
and several picnic tables in 
Cooper Park has sparked 
a controversy that has 
engulfed the small green 
space near Maspeth and 
Morgan avenues, leaving 
park regulars weighing 
whether the meat is worth 
the mess.

“The concern is that the 
park just cannot handle 
the added traffi c and waste 
generated,” said Williams-
burg resident and barbe-
cue pit opponent Simon 
Braeutigam. “As it stands, 
the park is already drown-
ing in refuse by the end of 
the weekends.”

A Boy Scout troupe and 
several volunteers planned 
to begin clearing the site 

in Cooper Park’s north-
east corner to make room 
for North Brooklyn’s fi rst 
sanctioned outdoor cook-
ing area on Saturday — but 
the work was postponed 

amid the controversy.
The city only allows 

barbecuing in designated 
areas in its public parks, 
though residents have 
set up illegal makeshift 
grills in the open space for 
years.

More than 80 residents 
including many tenants at 
a public housing develop-
ment one block from Coo-
per Park lobbied city offi -
cials last year to include a 
barbecue pit in the renova-
tion plan — and the city ac-
quiesced.

Supporters say the fi re 
pits, one of the fi rst ame-
nities in an  extensive 
$2.6 million park renova-
tion plan , can’t come soon 
enough.

“We’re not allowed to 
barbecue on NYCHA’s 
property and this would 
give us a place to barbe-
cue and enjoy the taste of 
grilled food during sum-

mer,” said Cooper Park 
Houses resident and Com-
munity Board 1 member 
Karen Leader. 

“We want it to be here 
in this park.”

 But members of a 
different neighborhood 
group fear the grillers 
will leave their garbage 
in one of the last undis-
turbed corners of the park 
— and might even scorch 
nearby trees.

“I’m concerned that the 
last remaining green space 
in the park might be lost to 
a larger picnic area,” said 
barbecue foe and Cooper 
Park Neighborhood Asso-
ciation member Steve Gar-
relts. 

Parks leaders are con-
fi dent the pit would keep 
grillmasters in one place, 
making it easier for parks 
staff to manage and clean 
up after them.  

“It’s a better way to su-

Neighborhood infl amed by park BBQ plan

WILLIAMSBURG 
GRILLS GRILLS

SMOKING MAD: Williamsburg residents Karen Leader (left) and Julia 
Foster are fi ghting for fi re pits at Cooper Park — but critics are trying 
to extinguish their barbecue hopes. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

pervise and enforce the 
area,” said Brooklyn Parks 
Commissioner Kevin Jef-
frey.

But some food critics 
have threatened to demon-
strate at the site in protest 
of the fi re stations to send a 
message to the city to keep 
the park free of fl ame-grill-
ing.

Cooper Park Houses ac-
tivist Julia Foster wishes 
her neighbors would give 
the protests a rest and let 
them have their fun.

“It makes me annoyed 
to deny us this space,” said 
Foster.  “This is something 
we’ve wanted in Cooper for 
a while, just a little area 
for us to cook.”

FIRE FIGHT: There is a “no bar-
becuing” policy in Cooper Park, 
but the city wants to change 
that. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Dr. Steven C. Tawil: Colon Cancer Screening & Prevention
By Camille Sperrazza

Stop postponing your 
colonoscopy. 

Everyone age 50 and 
over needs one, but African-
Americans are at an espe-
cially high risk of developing 
colon cancer, says Dr. Steven 
C. Tawil, gastroenterologist 
and internist. 

“It is recommended that 
they be screened for colon 
cancer at age 45,” says the 
doctor. 

The reasons the mortal-
ity rate is higher for African-
Americans is not known, says 
Dr. Tawil, but the good news 
is that having this simple 
procedure “can improve the 
numbers.” 

It has never been easier or 
more convenient to undergo 
this procedure. It can be done 
right in Dr. Tawil’s Brighton 
Beach office, with an anes-
thesiologist present. 

“This means it is an 100 
percent painless procedure,” 
says the doctor. 

The administration of 
the anesthesia is quick, so 
patients feel no pain, he 
assures. The presence of the 
anesthesiologist also means 
that a patient’s vital signs are 
constantly being monitored. 

“It’s another pair of hands 
in the room, another doc-
tor checking oxygen, heart 
rhythms, and pulse,” says 
Dr. Tawil. “It’s all about the 
comfort and safety of the 
patient.” 

Dr. Tawil’s office is rec-
ognized by the American 
Association for Accreditation 
of Ambulatory Surgery. 
Facilities accredited by this 
organization must meet rigor-
ous standards of cleanliness 
and other criteria that assures 
the highest standards, says 
the doctor. This feat is not 
an easy achievement, and he 
takes pride that his practice is 
held in such high esteem. 

The Brighton Beach 
Avenue facility, at the same 
location since 1991, recently 
moved from the second floor 
to the third floor, securing a 
new 6,000 square foot office. 
Among the highlights is an 
endoscopy suite with a private 
changing room, a recovery 
room, and a private bathroom 
in the recovery room. Such a 
set-up makes screening easy 
for the patient, as there’s no 
running down a hall to find 
a toilet. Everything is conve-
nient and private. 

Make an appointment to 
see him if you have rectal 
bleeding. This could be a sign 
of colon cancer, and should 
never be ignored, says the 

doctor. A change in bowel 
habits or unexplained weight 
loss are other reasons to 
undergo an exam. If there is a 
history of polyps in the fam-
ily, being screened is a must, 
he says. Polyps are small 
growths that occur on the 
wall of the colon, and if they 
are not removed, some may 
eventually turn into cancer, 
says Dr. Tawil. The removal 
of polyps can be done right 
after the colonoscopy is per-
formed, while the patient is 
still under anesthesia. That 
way, patients don’t have to 
return to get another proce-
dure. 

Patients can also come to 
him to get their blood pres-
sure checked and their sugar 
levels monitored. He also 
treats heartburn, ulcers, con-
stipation, liver issues, and 
stomach ailments. He spe-
cializes in the treatment of 
hepatitis, particularly hepa-
titis C. 

“We have the latest treat-
ment, available right in the 
office,” he says. 

Dr. Tawil’s credentials 
are impeccable. He is board-
certified in internal medicine 
and gastroenterology, which 
means a “double certifica-
tion,” he notes. In addition, 
he is re-certified every 10 
years, which involves under-
going a seven-hour test. It 
all proves he is at the top of 
his game, aware of the most 
recent developments in the 
field. 

A graduate of Syracuse 
University, Dr. Tawil trained 
at the Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine for five years. 
He is on staff at the New 
York Methodist Hospital, and 
is a member of the American 
College of Physicians; the 
New York State Medical 
Society; the American 
Medical Association; and 
the American College of 
Gastroenterology.  

The office accepts most 
major health plans, including 
Medicare and Medicaid. For 
the convenience of his hard-
working patients, the office 
is now open on Sundays. It is 
handicapped accessible, and 
convenient to bus and trains. 
The doctor sees patients by 
appointment. 

Dr. Tawil [130 Brighton 
Beach Ave. between Ocean 
Parkway and Coney Island 
Avenue in Brighton Beach, 
(718) 946-7557]. Open 
Sundays, 9 am to 1 pm; 
Mondays, 9 am to 4:30 pm; 
and Wednesdays, 9 am to 6:30 
pm. Procedures are performed 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.        

Dr. Steven C. Tawil
Board-certified stomach specialist 
has the latest PAINLESS techniques 
to diagnose and cure:

DR. STEVEN C. TAWIL
718-946-7557

By Appointment Only

130 Brighton Beach Ave. 
(Corner of Ocean Pkwy. & Brighton Beach Ave.)

Brooklyn, NY 11235
Dr. Steven C. Tawil, BS,  

Brandeis University, MD, Syracuse University,  
Board Certified In Internal Medicine 

And Gastroenterology,  
Albert Einstein College Of Medicine

FREE
Transportation

Available

Medicare 
And Most Other 

Insurance Assignments
Accepted

ADVERTISEMENT

Colon Cancer Screenings
Heartburn
Stomach Pains
All testing at one office 
(blood work, x-ray, 
sonogram, endoscopy).
Sunday hours available.

SUNDAY OFFICE HOURS AVAILABLE

Dr. Tawil 
Speaks 

Spanish & 
French
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A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838 718-646-4659

NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.    
     That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

BY AARON SHORT
Rents are soaring in 

DUMBO — skyrocketing 
above even the lofty prices 
common in the expensive 
borough across the river.

Rentals in the neighbor-
hood under the Manhattan 
Bridge overpass are more 
expensive than apartments 
in the doorman-guarded 
buildings in the Upper East 
Side, the Financial District, 
and the Lower East Side, 
and costlier than rentals 
without doormen every-
where in the city except for 
TriBeCa and SoHo, accord-
ing to a real estate study re-
leased last week.

The average price of a 
studio in DUMBO in March 
was $2,567 per month — 
$300 more than its list price 
a year ago and $458 more 
than the average studio 
price in the Lower East Side, 
according to MNS data.

The average one-bed-
room in the neighborhood of 
historic buildings and  tech 
fi rms  rents for $3,455 per 
month — $350 more than the 
average Chelsea one-bed-
room. DUMBO’s two bed-
room apartments cost $4,929 
per month — $54 more than 
a doorman unit in the Lower 
East Side and $348 more than 
a non-doorman SoHo pad.

“DUMBO has surpassed 

certain parts of Manhattan 
in certain instances in the 
last year and a half,” said 
MNS CEO Andrew Barro-
cas. “People want to be part 
of a community and there’s 
a lot of that feeling in that 
neighborhood. It’s very 
much like how TriBeCa was 
just a couple years ago.”

And it’s not just the Man-
hattan real estate market that 
DUMBO is outpacing — the 
neighborhood remains far 
more expensive than other 
Brooklyn communities.

One-bedrooms in DUM–
BO cost $1,000 more than 
most Brooklyn luxury rent-
als, and two-bedroom units 
cost almost $2,000 more 
than the borough average 
for rental apartments. 

Developers say that 
DUMBO’s high-end resi-
dences are worth the price.

“If you look for value, in 
terms of apartment charac-
ter and types of amenities, 
DUMBO still offers a life-
style value that you can’t fi nd 
in Manhattan,” said GDC 
Properties’s Adam Gins-
burg, who manages 220 Wa-
ter Street. “There’s a homog-
enization of neighborhoods 
in Manhattan, but DUMBO 
retains a real, New York, 
genuine sense of place.”

His century-old former 
shoe factory on Water Street 

has attracted tenants from 
all over the world with fea-
tures including a lobby with 
a cafe, a fi tness center, a yoga 
studio, a pet-washing room, 
and a roof deck with a fi re-
place and an outdoor lounge.

Ginsburg credits other 
developers in the commu-
nity, particularly the Walen-
tas family and their fi rm 
Two Trees, for keeping man-
ufacturing and small busi-
nesses in the neighborhood 
while attracting new ten-
ants and independent retail-
ers — a development strat-
egy he claims has only made 
DUMBO more appealing.

“We certainly aim to 
make decisions that refl ect 
the character of the com-
munity we come into rather 
than change it,” said Gins-
burg. “The Walentases and 
others have been very smart 
for not selling out to people 
who could pay top dollar in 
rent and we’re very appre-
ciative of that.”

DUMBO has Brooklyn’s 
most expensive rental, but 
it’s not the most expensive 
area for buyers. Brooklyn 
Heights leads in sales prices 
thanks to an impressive ar-
ray of housing stock, in-
cluding the mansion where 
Truman Capote rented an 
apartment, which sold for a 
record-setting $12 million. 

Hood costs more than most of Manhattan

PRICE IS RIGHT: DUMBO developer Adam Ginsburg shows off his Water Street luxury rental build-
ing, where the average unit costs more than many apartments in posh Manhattan neighborhoods.

DUMBO renters 
pay jumbo bucks
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2011 with the most dramatic 
increases coming at the 
newly added stations on the 
southern end of the route.

Weekday transit use in-
creased 17.3 percent at the G 
and F train stations at Sev-
enth Avenue–Ninth Street, 
15.7 percent at the Fourth 
Avenue–Ninth Street, and 
12.4 percent at the Church 
Avenue since 2008, accord-
ing to MTA ridership fi g-
ures released last week.

Meanwhile at the Ditmas 
Avenue F train station — the 
stop after Church Avenue 
and the fi rst station along 
the viaduct not serviced by 
the G train — ridership de-
creased 3.8 percent.

An MTA spokesman said 
the increase in riders at Sev-
enth Avenue–Ninth Street 
and Church Avenue is due 
to commuters shifting their 
habits in the wake of sta-
tion closures at Fort Ham-
ilton Parkway and Prospect 
Park West–15th Street — 
stops that observed drops 
in ridership of 12.6 and 27 
percent amid a fi ve-month 
service disruption and  sev-
eral weekend shutdowns be-
tween 2010 and 2011 .

But public offi cials say 
the uptick in riders proves 
the single-seat link between 
North and Brownstone 
Brooklyns should be saved.

“If it ain’t broke, don’t fi x 
it,” said Public Advocate and 
Park Slope resident Bill de 
Blasio. “It comes as no sur-
prise that ridership is way 
up at these stations and that 
means more customers walk-
ing into local mom and pop 
shops, and a faster ride for 
thousands of straphangers.”

Transit activists are op-
timistic that the authority 
will maintain the G train’s 
current route — which is 
actually  a renewal of the 
crosstown local’s original 
path  when it fi rst rumbled 
through Brooklyn in 1937.

“I do not believe a day 
of reckoning is approach-
ing,” said Gene Russianoff of 
the transit-advocacy group 
Straphangers Campaign. 
“It’s more accessible, it makes 
travelling much more conve-
nient and useful for people 
in Park Slope, Windsor Ter-
race, and Kensington, and I 
think it’s a success story that 
should continue.”

But commuters aren’t 
taking any chances.

More than one-eighth of 
the G train’s total daily rid-
ership  fi lled out online peti-
tions in a furious campaign 
to save their line  this year.

Committeeman Lincoln 
Restler (D–Greenpoint), who 
gathered 5,000 signatures in 
his petition alone, hopes the 
public outcry will force the 
MTA to keep the G train run-
ning to Kensington — and 
better its service.

“Instead of cutting back 
Brooklyn’s only dedicated 
train line, the MTA should 
be improving wait times, 
lengthening trains, and fa-
cilitating transfers to meet 
the needs of Brooklyn strap-
hangers,” he said.

BY DANIEL BUSH
Youngsters competed 

for baseball bragging 
rights at the Bergen Beach 
Youth Organization’s sec-
ond annual Pitch, Hit, 
and Run skills challenge, 
which was sponsored by 
Major League Baseball 
and took place at McGuire 
Fields on Bergen Avenue 
on April 11.

More than three dozen 
Derek Jeter wannabes 
showed up to show off their 
talents, according to event 
organizer Joe Heaney.

“All of the kids are look-
ing to play baseball in high 
school, college, and the big 
leagues,” he said.

Future blue-chip pros-
pects between the ages of 
7 and 14 practiced fi ring 

fastballs into a makeshift 
strike zone, took turns 
swatting line drives into 
the outfi eld, and held foot 
races from second base to 
home plate.

Most of the players 
came from the neigh-
borhood’s 12-team Little 
League.

Heaney said the contest 
taught the Little Leaguers 

teamwork — even as they 
faced off for prizes.

“We encourage the kids 
to root for each other,” he 
said. “Everyone went out 
and had fun.”

The winners of the skills 
showdown will take part in 
a regional contest on Staten 
Island later this spring. 

The top players will  ad-
vance to a national com-

petition during All-Star 
Weekend in Kansas City 
in July.

Major League Base-
ball has 30 teams in two 
leagues that compete for 
the right to play in the 
World Series each fall. 

The popular bat-and-
ball game known as Amer-
ica’s national pastime 
dates back to the 1840s.

Future baseball stars square off
Kid sluggers and glove-men head to Bergen Beach to claim sandlot glory

Continued from cover

G train

G SPOTTING: These Brook-
lynites really love the G train. 
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BATTER UP: Stefano Priante tees up 
at the second annual Pitch, Hit, and 
Run skills challenge in Bergen Beach.

Member FDIC

A Mortgage Consultant

is always ready to help you:

MONDAY – FRIDAY: 9am to 5pm 
SATURDAY: 9am to 1pm

Call today for an appointment:

1-866-772-4111

No one knows mor tgages better than your friendly, neighborhood Residential 
Mortgage Consultants. They have a special, limited-time mor tgage that, once 
approved, could get you moving on a new home or refinancing your existing one. 
Hurry because this offer may be withdrawn at any time.

  “WE have a super low 
rate up to $2.0 million!”

(L to R) 
Eileen Cloherty (NMLS ID# 646652)
Karen Carter (NMLS ID# 646651)
Maria Fernandes (NMLS ID# 646650)
Barbara Mongiello (NMLS ID# 646649)
Marie Diaz (NMLS ID# 646653)
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BY DANIEL BUSH
The Merchant Marines 

are sailing back to Sheep-
shead Bay.

The U.S. Merchant Ma-
rine Academy’s band will 
headline this year’s Bay-
Fest on May 20 — and will 
be performing just a stone’s 
throw away from its former 
Manhattan Beach training 
center, where Kingsbor-
ough Community College 
now stands.

BayFest founder Steve 
Barrison said the world-
famous band that performs 
at presidential inaugura-
tion parades, the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade, 
and the Cotton Bowl half-
time show will be the 
21-year-old Sheepshead Bay 
festival’s biggest act yet.

“It’s a perfect match, 
given the historical link be-
tween Sheepshead Bay and 

the Merchant Marines,” 
said Barrison, who is also 
the president of Bay Im-
provement Group. “This 
is huge — we’ve never had 
anything like this before.”

Southern Brooklyn’s big-
gest waterfront party will 

also feature appearances 
by members of the Brook-
lyn-bound Nets, who are 
moving from New Jersey 
to the Barclays Center in 
Prospect Heights this fall, 
performances by 21 other 
bands — including Jay and 
the Americans — dance 
shows, and art exhibits. 
The festival stretches along 
Emmons Avenue between 
E. 27th Street and Ocean 
Avenue.

BayFest started as a 
two-hour guitar concert 
on Driscoll Tucker Place 
in 1992 and attracted just 
50 people. Since then, the 
free event has grown into a 
day-long entertainment ex-
travaganza featuring mu-
sic stars such as Richie Ra-
mone, the former drummer 
for the iconic punk band, 
Ticket2Ride, a popular 
Beatles tribute band, and 

the Brighton Ballet Theater 
Company.

Robert Santa, a guitar-
ist who has played with 
the Doobie Brothers and 
Roy Orbison, and wrote the 
song “Brooklyn Bad Boys” 
for comedian Andrew Dice 
Clay’s 1991 concert movie 
“Dice Rules,” headlined last 
year’s event, which drew ap-
proximately 45,000 people, 
Barrison said.

Residents said the acad-
emy band would be a wel-
come addition.

“I’m excited, I’ve never 
heard them play before,” 
said Joe Knauer, co-owner 
of the Stella Maris Fish-
ing Station on Emmons Av-
enue.

Barrison said the band’s 
playlist is still being worked 
out, but will undoubtedly 
include a toe-tapping rendi-

tion of the “Star-Spangled 
Banner.”

The U.S. Merchant Ma-
rines, which transports 
cargo in government and 
privately-owned merchant 
vessels, operated a training 
station on the eastern tip of 
Manhattan Beach from 1942 
until its closure in 1954. 
Kingsborough Community 
College moved onto the site 
in 1964.

FLYING COLORS: The United States Merchant Marine Academy band will play at this year’s BayFest.
 Associated Press / Dean Cox

FUN FEST: Girls on Top singer 
Francine Mancini belts out a 
tune at last year’s BayFest.

Merchant Marines 
to dock at BayFest
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Pedicuria Cosmetic Foot Care

Call for an appointment

Hours of Operation: Tuesdays 5:30pm - 9pm & Saturdays 9:30am - 1pm

www.PedicuriaFootCare.com

Call toll free: (877)354-3297 or (718) 304-6272

135 North 9th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11249
304 6272

           TIRED OF HIDING YOUR FEET?

We offer Nail restoration • Laser for nails and warts • Foot Peels • 
And our customized “no worry pedicures”

         Yoga, Jogging, Dancing — these are activities we do to 
keep us in shape but unfortunately are hard on our feet: 

Calluses, corns, fungal infections, thick, discolored, broken or 
split nails... If you are suffering with these and are tired of hiding your feet, 
now is the time for Pedicuria Cosmetic Foot Care. We offer 15 minute nail 

restorations, laser therapy for nails and warts, foot peels and our famous “no 
worry pedicures”. Great for diabetics! All are welcome! We have affordable 

deals and packages, most insurances accepted.

o

ding your feet

  

For Treatment of:

The Vascular Institute 
of New York

Safe and highly effective

718.438.3800

Enrico Ascher, M.D. 
Professor of Surgery 

FDA
Approved
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they will continue to defy 
a regulation barring them 
from serving poached eggs 
with duck hash to hungry 
outdoor diners before noon 
rather than risk losses to 
their bottom line.

“This is bulls---, it’s not 
good,” said Lokal owner 
Gino Kutluca, who starts 
serving sidewalk patrons 
at 10 am. “We get 60 percent 
of our business on Saturday 
and Sundays.”

The front line of the 
bloody mary battlefi eld is 
a three-block area near the 
northern tip of McCarren 
Park where several restau-
rants operate sidewalk ca-
fes.

The community board 
has already fi red its fi rst 
shots at  Greenpoint brunch 
mainstay Five Leaves , 
which preemptively re-

moved two sets of unsanc-
tioned outdoor benches 
last weekend after a warn-
ing from the neighborhood 
group.

The eatery’s owners 
hauled away the wooden 
planks from their 20-seat 
sidewalk cafe to avoid heavy 
penalties after residents 
complained the benches 
draw a cacophonous crowd 
that lingers while waiting 
to order ricotta pancakes, 
 egg sandwiches , truffl e 
fries,  and brussels sprouts  
beginning at 8 am.

“Do they need a threat 
to be good neighbors?” said 
Burrows, who has adopted 
the rule of General Pat-
ton in the board’s war on 
brunch. 

“Take reservations so 
there aren’t hordes stand-
ing around not moving out 
of the way!”

And last month, the 
board targeted Southside 
Williamsburg’s upscale 
fried chicken shack and 

brunch stalwart Pies ‘N’ 
Thighs  over two wooden 
benches .

Pies ‘N’ Thighs owner 
Sarah Sanneh said she 
would comply with city reg-
ulations but wanted to con-
sider her options — which 
include adding an outdoor 
cafe. The benches remained 
in front of the eatery this 
week.

The city began issuing 
permits for sidewalk cafes 
in 1934, and has limited 
outdoor dining on Sunday 
mornings since at least 
1971 in an attempt to keep 
restaurants quiet on a tra-
ditional day of rest.

The Department of 
Consumer Affairs, which 
enforces the rules, also 
requires eateries with out-
door space to keep all fur-
niture at least eight feet 
from the curb. The Depart-
ment of Transportation 
also fi nes businesses that 
obstruct sidewalks.

This year, the Depart-

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

ment of Consumer Affairs 
received 12 complaints 
about sidewalk cafes in 
CB1, conducted 69 inspec-
tions, and issued 18 viola-
tions — none for operating 
before noon on Sundays.

But the board’s aggres-
sive front worries other 
restaurant owners who 
hope to open sidewalk ca-

fes in time for summer.
“There are so many big-

ger public safety issues to 
deal with,” said Criterion 
Guebie-Thornton, the man-
ager of Bellwether. “Plus 
most of our early bird din-
ers are ones with families 
or a little older.”

North Brooklyn’s brunch 
lovers — the foot soldiers in 

the confl ict — vowed to con-
tinue dining in the face of a 
law they consider unjust.

“It doesn’t seem very 
relevant for city life,” said 
Williamsburg resident and 
brunch fan Jay Tate. “Peo-
ple in New York work a lot 
and if they want to be able 
to enjoy brunch on a Sun-
day, they should.”

Continued from cover

Brunch

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Eat your heart out, Green-

wich Village.
Park Slope’s already-expan-

sive historic district became 
the largest in New York City 
on Tuesday when a panel ap-
proved a plan to landmark a 
wide swath of the South Slope 
— protecting the neighbor-
hood’s charming architecture 
from out-of-character develop-
ment and giving the commu-
nity bragging rights citywide.

The Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission voted to 
designate an additional eight 
blocks — from Seventh to 15th 
streets between Seventh and 

Eight avenues — as protected 
streets, a measure intended to 
bar out-of-context development 
in the neighborhood forever.

Thanks to the addition of 
580 new historic buildings, 
Park Slope now boasts 2,575 
protected edifi ces — surpass-
ing Greenwich Village, the 
city’s previous record-holder, 
which falls to second place 
with 2,315 old-timey struc-
tures.

“We’re excited,” said Pe-
ter Bray of Park Slope Civic 
Council. “It shows the city rec-
ognizes this is a very special 
neighborhood.”

He and other members of 

the community group have 
pushed to expand the Park 
Slope historic district — 
which already includes a long 
strip between Eighth Avenue 
and Prospect Park West and 
 a portion of northern Park 
Slope  — for years, saying the 
area’s 19th century character 
and charming brownstones 
are worth protecting. 

The new historic dis-
trict will force the owners 
of landmarked properties to 
seek special city permits be-
fore changing their facades 
or demolishing their homes 
— adding a level of oversight 
to aesthetic alterations in 

the community.
That pleases Councilman 

Brad Lander (D–Park Slope), 
who said the South Slope’s 
unique architecture makes it 
worthy of becoming a living 
time capsule.

“These are some of the 
most beautiful streets in New 
York,” Lander said. “They’ll 
be enjoyed for generations to 
come.”

A separate effort to preserve 
a  12-block section of northern 
Park Slope between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues  in the shadow 
of the soon-to-open Barclays 
Center remains under consid-
eration by city offi cials.

HISTORY MADE IN PARK SLOPE

’MARKED: Park Slope is now home to the city’s largest 
landmark district, protecting brownstones like these 
from out-of-context development. 
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15 piece Big Band will perform songs by Frank 
Sinatra, Benny Goodman and Glenn Miller

Saturday, April 28, 2012 • 1 PM - 4 PM
The Tamaqua

84 Ebony Court, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(which is located at the end of Channel Ave. off Gerritsen Ave.)

Admission: $20.00 - Includes Hot Buffet
Tickets are available at the door

For more info contact Marie Stack 
917-841-1617 • www.mariestack.com

M.A.S.
Swing
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Bensonhurst-born boxer 

Paulie “Magic Man” Malig-
naggi is prepping for a title 
fi ght on the other side of the 
planet — but the best spot 
for him to train remains the 
hard-scrabble streets that 
taught him how to throw a 
punch.

The 31-year old welter-
weight has spent the past few 
weeks at the Fight Factory 
Gym in Gravesend and the 
New York Sports Club next 
to the Caesar’s Bay Shop-
ping Center on Bay Parkway 
and Shore Parkway, spar-
ring and strength training 
for his April 29 bout against 
undefeated Ukrainian World 
Boxing Association cham-
pion Vyacheslav Senchenko 
in his opponent’s hometown 
of Donetsk.

In true “Rocky” fashion, 
Malignaggi says he needed 
to get back to his roots in or-
der to get both his mind and 
body prepared for the up-
coming bout, which, as fate 
would have it, is straight 
out of “Rocky IV.”

“Training in Brooklyn 
takes me back to the days 
when I was fi rst starting 
out,” Malignaggi said. 

The scrapper made his 

professional debut in Brook-
lyn during a 2001 under-
card fi ght at MCU Park in 
Coney Island. Malignaggi 
won in just one round. 

The fi ghter’s early life is a 
lot like “Rocky” — a second-
generation Italian-American 
kid gets kicked out of school, 
joins a leading boxing gym, 
hires his best friend as his 
manager, and goes on to win 
titles.

Malignaggi started box-
ing at age 16 — a little later 
than most professional fi ght-
ers — after his uncle and 
grandfather brought him 
to the legendary Gleason’s 
Gym shortly after the teen-
ager got expelled from New 
Utrecht High School. 

“I was kind of a confused 
kid in those days, not a bad 
kid, just confused,” Malig-
naggi said. “They thought it 
might straighten me out, get 
my butt kicked a little bit, 
keep me going in a more pos-
itive direction. They didn’t 
think I’d become a fi ghter.” 

Gleason’s owner Bruce 
Silverglade will never for-
get the day Malignaggi 
walked in. 

“He was like every other 
kid who comes into the 
gym. He had a big mouth 

telling us how good he was 
and what he was going to 
do,” Silverglade recalled. 
“They all come in like that. 
Some kids manage to break 
the threshold and become a 
champion and Paulie is one 
of the guys who did that.”

Gleason’s is also where 
Malignaggi met Anthony 
Catanzaro, another Benson-
hurst native who would even-
tually become his manager. 

“One of the trainers came 
over and said he’s got an 
Italian-American kid who’s 
pretty good. My friend and 
I went up to him and saw he 
talked our dialect, and we of-
fered him a ride home,” Cat-
anzaro said. 

Malignaggi chalked up 
a string of early victories 
and won the World Boxing 
Council International and 
Continental Americas Light 
Welterweight titles. 

He invited Catanzaro to 
become his manager going 
into his fi ght with Miguel 
Cotto. It was his fi rst loss, 
but set a trend where Ma-
lignaggi would proudly pit 
himself against more pow-
erful fi ghters like Ricky 
Hatton and Amir Khan. 

Malignaggi now has 30 
wins — including six knock-

outs — and four losses.
Still, it’s the Benson-

hurst boy’s experience 
against world-class box-
ers that will give him an 
edge in the upcoming fi ght 
against Senchenko, Catan-
zaro said.

“Senchenko has fought 
no one near the level of oppo-
sition that Paulie has,” Cat-
anzaro said. “We fought Hat-
ton in his prime, we fought 
Amir Khan in his prime, 
we defi nitely fought Cotto 
in his prime. Senchenko 
stepped into a vacant title 
and he’s defended it against 
guys I never heard of,” said 
Catanzaro. “We’re actually 
sparring with guys that are 
better than Senchenko.” 

Silverglade also favors 
Malignaggi — because the 
pugilist is quick on his feet 
and can take a punch.

“I think he’s got a very 
good chance,” Silverglade 
said. “He’s a scrapper, and he’s 
got a lot of heart. Senchenko 
is a tough fi ghter, but Paulie’s 
going to go the distance and 
bring it to a decision. His heart 
will carry him through.”

The Malignaggi vs. 
Senchenko fi ght will be 
shown live on pay-per-view 
on Sunday, April 29.

Pride of Bensonhurst comes home to train before title fi ght that will shape career

PUT UP YOUR GLOVES: Brooklyn contender Paulie “Magic Man” 
Malignaggi works out at the Fight Factory in Gravesend. 

HE’S BROOKLYN’S ‘ROCKY’
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when its placed between them. 
Working the face off is clearly no 
bed of roses, coach Brooks Sweet 
said. 

“It’s a grueling position,” 
Sweet said of his junior special-
ist. “He’s a hard-nosed kid, but 
he’s the guy who can control a lot 
of these games for us.”

Bongiovi said his father and 
mom, Dorothea Hurley, aren’t 

giving love a bad name, but 
they never treated him like a 
pampered celebrity child, even 
though dear old dad’s crew was 
named the second richest band 
in 2011, just behind U2.

The teen says he’s rarely rec-
ognized as the “Slippery When 
Wet” singer’s son — even though 
he’s inherited his dad’s blue eyes 
and dirty blond locks.

“Most people out on the street 
don’t really know who I am,” 
Bongiovi said. 

“They know my dad. Most of 

the time, I just get to be a normal 
17-year-old kid.”

He admits to playing a little 
guitar, but says the one thing his 
father taught him was the impor-
tance of a strong work ethic.

“My dad is always a big believer 
in working hard. If you work hard, 
you kind of get what you work for,” 
Bongiovi said. “He has an unbe-
lievable commitment that I look 
up to. He’ll come home Saturday 
mornings, I’ll sleep in and he’ll 
be like, ‘I just ran fi ve miles. What 
did you do today?’ It inspires me to 

come out here and work hard.”
Bongiovi’s own hard work and 

dedication is paying off on the la-
crosse fi eld: he’s a starter on the 
defending New York State Asso-
ciation of Independent Schools 
Athletic Association champion. 

He’s won more than 50 per-
cent of draws to start the year, 
and scored his fi rst varsity goal 
for Poly Prep (1–2) in a 12–6 loss 
to Fieldston on April 13.

Bongiovi began playing 
the sport in seventh grade and 
learned the position as a fresh-

man after he volunteered for the 
team when a player got hurt. He 
was called up from the junior 
varsity last year to replace an-
other injured player.

“I kind of honed in some skills 
last year, but it’s a different level 
playing up on varsity and doing 
the face-offs,” he said. “There has 
been a bit of a learning curve.”

Bon Jovi and his wife have 
tried to keep Jesse and their 
other three children out of the 
spotlight and declined to com-
ment for the story.

Continued from cover

Bon Jovi
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Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?
Fatigue?     
Anxiety?                                                                         
Depression?
Type II Diabetes? 
Vascular diseases?                                   

Weight gain?       
Confusion? 
Weakness?
Osteoporosis?  
Shortness of breath?                               

Lost interest in sex?  
Lack of self-esteem?        
Lack of motivation?   
Poor self-confidence   
Coronary disease?                                          

Erectile dysfunction?
Sexual discomfort?    
Lost sexual feelings?    
Heart failure? 
Menstrual cramps?                                      

In both men and women these conditions are caused by, or worsened by, the lack of sufficient testosterone, and 
all are almost always significantly helped or eliminated by testosterone replacement.  Testosterone has been 
available by prescription for fifty-seven years.  Testosterone replacement is safe and effective in both men and 
women. 

 Testosterone deficiency treatment is covered by 
                        most insurances                                                              

       Get your testosterone level checked!!!
            
 

                      Martin Slavin, MD
5601 Flatlands Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234

718-444-7040

TESTOSTERONE   

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Spontaneous fl ash mobs 

are out, trash mobs are in.
Kensington residents 

who say they are fed up with 
the city’s waning trash col-
lection on Church Avenue 
took to the street  last week-
end in a semi-spontaneous 
street-cleaning mob armed 
with brooms, rakes, and 
gloves.

“The Kensington trash 
mob is like a fl ash mob, but 
instead of dancing we pick 
up garbage,” said organizer 

Maggie Tobin. “I hope it 
will encourage everyone to 
clean up after themselves 
and not wait around for us 
to do it.”

“Flash mob” is a term 
coined in 2003 to describe 
a group of people sponta-
neously emerging from a 
crowd in a public area to 
start some kind of collec-
tion action — like freezing 
in place or dancing.

About 20 people showed 
up at the Sunday afternoon 
event, including Assembly-

man Jim Brennan (D–Park 
Slope).

Tobin said the event was 
a big success and planned 
to hold future clean-ups, 
but lamented the fact that 
the duty of cleaning up the 
city’s streets fell on citizens 
during their free time.

“None of the shopkeep-
ers seem to ever get tick-
eted for letting garbage 
pile up out front of their 
stores, therefore, many of 
them (not all) seem to care 
less,” said Tobin, who be-

DOING THEIR PART: Maggie Tobin, founder of the West Kensington 
Action Group, picks up trash with Assemblyman James Brennan on 
Sunday. Photos by Steve Solomonson

The Kensington cleaners
Residents pick up brooms and bags to make neighborhood sparkle

RAKING IT: Eleanor Mason 
joins Kensington’s trash mob 
on Sunday for a clean-up on 
Church Avenue. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

lieves that the neighbor-
hood needs garbage cans 
on every corner of Church 
Avenue. 

“We really hope to turn 
this area around and make 
Church Avenue a shopping 
destination not only for 
Kensington residents, but 
also for anyone looking for 
a more ‘worldly’ and unique 
shopping experience.”

Still, residents said it 
was nice to come out as a 
community and work to-
gether to make their neigh-
borhood better. 

“It was great to get out 
with the neighbors and 
meet some people while 
cleaning up,” said Jasmina 
Nikolov, who’s lived in the 
neighborhood since 2006. 

“It’s a little disconcert-
ing that we as a community 
have to go out and pick up 
trash on the street, but it 
looked so good afterwards 
and it only took an hour to 
make such a huge differ-
ence!”

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
North Brooklyn is reel-

ing after a warehouse fi re 
claimed the life of a beloved 
fi refi ghter known in his 
Bushwick company for his 
heroism.

Lieutenant Richard 

Nappi — a 17-year Fire De-
partment veteran and fa-
ther of two — had a heart 
attack while battling a 
three-alarm blaze that 
ripped through a medi-
cal supplies warehouse on 
Flushing Avenue on Mon-

day afternoon, leaving four 
other Engine 237 smoke eat-
ers injured and gutting the 
two-story building, accord-
ing to FDNY offi cials.

“He suddenly became 
unconscious and suffered 
cardiac arrest,” a spokes-

man for the agency said in 
a statement.

Nappi, 47, later died at 
Woodhull Medical Center. 

Flames erupted inside 
the building at 1 pm, setting 
ablaze cardboard boxes on 
the fi rst and second fl oors.

Bushwick mourns fi refi ghter killed in blaze

Lt. Richard Nappi
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BY DANIEL BUSH
The state violated the 

law by approving the At-
lantic Yards mega-proj-
ect without considering 
its long-term impact on 
surrounding neighbor-
hoods, according to an 
appellate court ruling 
that won’t halt the con-
struction of the nearly-
finished Barclays Cen-
ter or several residential 
towers slated to rise 
around the Prospect 
Heights arena.

In a unanimous deci-
sion last Thursday, the 
Appellate Division found 
that the Empire State De-
velopment Corporation, 
the quasi-government 
agency overseeing the 
massive $5-billion proj-
ect, acted illegally in 2009 
when it okayed devel-
oper Bruce Ratner’s plan 
 without assessing how a 
25-year build-out would 
affect the lives of nearby 
residents .

At the time, Ratner 
said the 22-acre project, 
which stretches from 
Flatbush to Vanderbilt 
avenues and includes 16 
planned towers with 2,250 
units of below-market-rate 
apartments in addition to 
the under-construction 
$1-billion arena, would 
be fi nished in 10 years — 
even though he had se-
cured an extension from 
the state until 2035.

The decision upheld 
a lower-court ruling by 
Supreme Court Judge 
Marcy Friedman last 
July that requires the 
state to conduct a new 

environmental review of 
the second phase of the 
project, which consists 
of 11 towers that Rat-
ner plans to build east 
of Sixth Avenue. But the 
ruling has no bearing on 
the fi rst phase of the proj-
ect, which includes the 
arena on Flatbush and 
Atlantic avenues and  sev-
eral proposed residential 
towers .

Ratner spokesman Joe 
DePlasco vowed that At-
lantic Yards will advance, 
despite the ruling. 

“We remain on track 
to open the world-class 
Barclays Center arena in 
September and moving 
forward with construc-
tion of the fi rst residen-
tial building,” DePlasco 
said.

That didn’t stop Atlan-
tic Yards opponents from 
claiming victory and de-
manding a greater review 
of the project.

“We want a redesign 
that’s responsive to the 
community’s needs and 
provides the public ben-
efi ts that were promised,” 
said Jeff Baker, the attor-
ney for Develop Don’t De-
stroy Brooklyn, one of the 
plaintiffs in the lawsuit.

State development of-
fi cials wouldn’t say if 
they plan to appeal the 
decision, but promised 
to complete the massive 
project in its entirety.

“We will continue 
working toward the full 
build-out of the project,” 
said Arana Hankin, the 
state’s director for Atlan-
tic Yards.

BY COLIN MIXSON
The new, $15-million 

park around Paerdegat Ba-
sin will spruce up Jamaica 
Bay and provide residents 
with a lush, natural sanctu-
ary for their evening strolls, 
but furious homeowners 
say the beautifi cation proj-
ect is sending a displaced 
army of rats, mice, racoons, 
and possums their way.

“There are teams of rac-
coons roaming the street!” 
said Amos Vered, a mem-
ber of the Georgetown Civic 
Association, who bought 
a cat, who he calls Gohan, 
to scare off mice and other 
furry, four-legged invaders. 
“I have to be careful when I 
walk my dog.”

Other residents noticed 
a spike in the area’s rodent 
population after the city be-
gan work last year to restore 
38 acres along the basin’s 
north and south banks.

“We have a big, big, 
big problem!” said Bergen 
Court resident Rina Ber-
man, who said the pesky 
critters act as if they own 
the neighborhood. “They 
walk around like they live 
here, they’re like tenants.”

John McLaughlin, di-
rector of the agency’s Offi ce 
of Ecological Services, told 
the Mill Basin Civic Associ-

ation that he wasn’t aware 
of any damage control be-
ing done by the city, but 
that the feral visitors would 
most likely return to their 
neck of the woods and blend 
in with the refurbished wet-
land habitat’s “more desir-
able wildlife” after the proj-
ect fi nishes up next spring.

But Vered blasted 
McLaughlin’s reasoning.

“That’s bulls....,” he said. 
“Mice are smart animals, 

after they’ve found food, 
they stick around.”

Vered added that the ver-
min problem residents are 
facing could be deep-sixed 
by the city as it fi nishes the 
ecology park.

“If they wanted to take 
care of this, they could have 
easily set up traps around 
the basin, and then released 
them into some other habi-
tat,” he said. “Do you think 
Mayor Bloomberg would 

like to live here if he knew 
mice were running around 
people’s houses?”

But one pol isn’t losing 
sleep over the pestilence.

“The project, as a whole, 
is a benefi t, and it’s going 
to continue to be a benefi t,” 
said City Councilman Lew 
Fidler (D–Marine Park). 
“It doesn’t stink as much 
and the water in the basin 
may actually become swim-
mable.”

BY DANIEL BUSH
A group of Madonna im-

personators are touching 
down in Williamsburg for 
the very fi rst time. 

Hundreds of Material 
Girl look-alikes and rabid 
fans will rock out to the 
original pop queen’s great-
est 1980s hits at Brooklyn 
Bowl’s upcoming Madon-
nathon concert and dance 
party — a one-night stand 
celebrating all things 
Madge. Producer Cathy 
Cervenka moved the event 
to the Williamsburg venue 
following an eight-year run 
at B.B. King Blues Club and 
Grill in Manhattan.

“That’s where our demo-
graphic is right now,” said 

Cervenka, a talent agent 
from Florida whose annual 
dance night caters to Ma-
donna lovers who still en-
joy wearing chunky chains, 
fi ngerless gloves, and see-
through lace. “Brooklyn 
Bowl has a huge, killer 
dance fl oor that lends itself 
to Madonna songs.”

The concert will feature 
performances of “Like a 
Virgin,” “Into the Groove,” 
and other classics from 21 
bands and musicians, in-
cluding the Material Boys 
and legendary Madonna im-
personator Chris America. 
As if that wasn’t enough, 
there’s door prizes for the 
best-dressed fans and a sur-
prise act will cover songs 

from the star singer’s 1996 
blockbuster fi lm “Evita.”

But Cervenka’s trib-
ute show will draw the 
line right there: she isn’t a 
big fan of Madonna’s later 
work, including her recent 
high-tech but oft-mocked 
Super Bowl halftime per-
formance.

“She was the fi rst and 
the best,” Cervenka said. 
“She doesn’t need to com-
pete with the kids today.”

Madonnathon at Brook-
lyn Bowl [61 Wythe St. be-
tween N. 11th Street and N. 
12th Street, Williamsburg 
(718) 963–3369] April 27, 
8 pm. $10 ($7 in advance). 
Visit  www.madonnathon-
live.com 

Residents: Paerdegat park project drives rodents to homes

CAN’T STOP, WON’T STOP: Judges ordered an environmental 
review of the second phase of the Atlantic Yards project, but it 
won’t affect the nearly fi nished Barclays Center.

STRIKE A POSE: Fans of the 
ageless Madonna will dance the 
night away at Brooklyn Bowl’s 
Madonnathon.

MOUSE MADNESS: Amos Vered says that ever since the city began work on the Paerdegat Basin Ecol-
ogy Park,  the vermin problem inside his Bergen Court home has been so bad that he had to adopt this 
cat, Gohan, to catch the rodents.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Madge fans express selves in W’burg

Rats invade Georgetown

State broke law 
when it okayed 
Atlantic Yards

Ph
ot

o 
by

 S
te

fa
no

 G
io

va
nn

in
i

As
so

ci
at

ed
 P

re
ss

 / 
 J

oe
l R

ya
n









WE BUY GET MONEY FAST
30 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS!

Customers Beware of Unlicensed Pawnbrokers
All Locations Are Licensed and Insured by Lloyds Of London

Westchester Square Pawnbrokers & Jewelers Ltd.

2712 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461
(Across from Wendy’s)

(718) 892-1954

White Plains Rd Pawnbrokers LLC

3201-E White Plains Road, Bronx, NY 10467
(3 Doors off Burke Ave.)

(718) 325-CASH (2274)

Castle Hill Pawnbrokers LLC
1219 A Castle Hill Ave Bronx NY 10462

(Across form Firehouse)

(718) 829-CASH (2274)

D.C.A. # 1385421 D.C.A. # 1385678

D.C.A. # 1291900 D.C.A. # 1348803

D.C.A. # 1308376 D.C.A. # 1348821

Quick Cash of Dyckman
113 Dyckman Street, New York, NY 10040

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Staten Island
COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Ridgewood II

60-13 Myrtle Avenue, Ridgewood, NY 11385
(Across from Key Food)

(347) 799-1655
D.C.A. # 1390400 D.C.A. # 1390397

Roosevelt Pawnbrokers LLC
80-02 Roosevelt Avenue, Jackson Heights, NY 11372

(Entrance on 82nd Street)

(718) 803-CASH (2274)
D.C.A. # 1291902 D.C.A. # 1348839

Ridgewood I Pawn LLC

54-23A Myrtle Avenue, Ridgewood, NY 11385
(Across from McDonald’s)

(718) 497-CASH (2274)
D.C.A. # 1291892 D.C.A. # 1348852

Triborough Bridge Pawn LLC

29-22A Hoyt Avenue South, Astoria, NY 11102
(Next to Dunkin Donuts)

(718) 204-CASH (2274)
D.C.A. # 1302927 D.C.A. # 1348843

Quick Cash of Northern Blvd.
100-08 Northern Blvd., Corona, NY 11368

(718) 424-CASH (2274)

Quick Cash of Laurelton
217-06 Merrick Blvd., Laurelton, NY 11422

(718) 977-2274

Quick Cash of White Plain LLC

70 E. Post Road, White Plains, NY 10601
(Near White Plains Hospital)

(914) 437-8118
Licensed by the City of White Plains

Quick Cash of New Rochelle

199 North Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10801
(On Main Street & North Avenue)

(914) 738_LOAN (5626)
Licensed by the City of New Rochelle

Quick Cash of Port Chester LLC
109 Westchester Avenue, Port Chester, NY 10573

(Near Metro North Station)

(855) 393-CASH (2274)

Quick Cash of Ossining
Ossining, NY

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Peekskill
Peekskill, NY

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Newburgh

600 Broadway, Newburgh, NY 12550
(One Block from Newburgh Nissan Used Cars)

(845) 569-CASH (2274)
Licensed by the City of Newburgh

Quick Cash of Middletown LLC

125 Dolson Avenue, Middletown, NY 10940
(In Shoprite Shopping Center)

(845) 343-LOAN (5626)
Licensed by the City of Middletown

Too Busy? Go Online & Pawn!

quickcashpawnusa.com

Quick Cash of Brentwood
245 2nd Avenue, Unit 16, Brentwood, NY 11717

(631) 273-4350

Quick Cash of Seldon
1206 Middle Country Road, Seldon, NY 11784

(631) 736-2190

Quick Cash of Knickerbocker

412 Knickerbocker Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11237
(Next to rainbow Shop)

(347) 442-5626
D.C.A. # 1400174 D.C.A. # 1400175

Quick Cash of Graham
125 Graham Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11206

(Between Boerum & Johnson Street)

(718) 302-CASH (2274)
D.C.A. # 1411365 D.C.A. # 1411368

Quick Cash of Utica Avenue
407 Utica Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11213

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Brooklyn
1164 Broadway, Brooklyn NY 11221

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Brooklyn
751 Flushing Ave, Brooklyn NY 11206

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Wappingers Falls LLC
1708 Route 9 North, Wappingers Falls, NY 12590

(Next to Lumber Liquidators)

(845) 297-CASH (2274)
Licensed by the Village of Wappingers Falls

Quick Cash of Poughkeepsie

315 Main Street, Poughkeekie NY 12601
COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Kingston LLC
549 Albany Avenue, Kingston, NY 12401

(One Block from McDonald’s)

(845) 338-9100
Licensed by the City of Kingston

Quick Cash of Freeport L.L.C.
52 South Main Street . Freeport NY 11520

 (Near Sunrise Highway )

    (516) 868 -CASH (2274)

 Quick Cash of Baldwin
    1619 Grand Ave . Baldwin NY 11510

COMING SOON

DCA # 1422952 DCA # 1422954


