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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
A popular charter 

school in Windsor Terrace 
has banned hugging be-
tween classes — a rule that 
parents and students aren’t, 
well, embracing.

Brooklyn Prospect Char-
ter School principal Dan 
Rubinstein said he created 
the no hugging rule to keep 

students from lingering in 
hallways between classes, 
which can cause disrup-
tions and tardiness.

“It’s a time, place, and 
manner thing,” he said. 
“We don’t want students 
spending too much social 
time between class.”

But some parents say the 
rule is a spirit-crushing as-

sault on kindness that keeps 
pre-teens from connecting 
with each other.

“It seems kind of cold,” 
said parent Allison Pen-
nell. “My seventh grader 
was like, ‘I’ve had enough 
of this place.’ ”

The school established 
the rule roughly three 

BY KYLE MCGOVERN
The MTA’s newest bright idea 

calls for harnessing the sun to 
make riding on the F and G trains 
a bit smoother for straphangers.

Workers installed solar 
panels designed to fuel 

track lubricators along 
the elevated section of 

the Culver Viaduct 
near the still-under-

construction Smith–
Ninth Street sta-

tion — letting the 
agency grease the 

rails using a renewable energy 
source.

The sun-charged lubricators 
are an environmentally friendly 
way to reduce wear-and-tear on 
tracks and train wheels before 
curves between the Carroll Street 
station and the Fourth–Avenue 
Ninth Street station, according 
to Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority spokesman Charles 
Seaton.

The permanent solar fi xtures 
are a bright spot in the MTA’s 
 much-delayed, over-budget, Culver 
Viaduct rehabilitation project  — 
which calls for $257-million renova-
tion of the elevated tracks between 

BY DANIEL BUSH
A community panel 

sacked a plan to rename a 
Sheepshead Bay street af-
ter a native son:  Penn State 
coach Joe Paterno.

Fans of Paterno, who 
died of lung cancer in Jan-
uary, proposed renaming 
E. 23rd Street between Av-
enues S and T — the block 

where he grew up — after 
the gridiron great, but Com-
munity Board 15 blind-sided 
the request on Tuesday.

Chairwoman Theresa 
Scavo said the late icon’s 
legacy fell short of the goal 
line: street renamings only 
go to residents who leave a 
lasting impact on their com-

Continued on Page 13

Continued on Page 15Continued on Page 14

Park house 
construction 

stalled — again
BY COLIN MIXSON

If you thought work has slowed 
on the new Marine Park Com-
munity Center, you’d be wrong 
— it’s stopped completely.

The city Comptroller’s 
Offi ce cut off the project’s 
funding in December — 

stopping the one-story green 
community center that bal-

looned from $6.5 to $16 million 
in its tracks.

Brooklyn Borough Parks Com-
missioner Kevin Jeffrey said con-
struction workers walked off the 
site after not getting paid for sev-
eral months worth of work.

Continued on Page 16
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OUTLAWS: Hugging is 
against the rules at the 
Brooklyn Prospect Charter 
School.

WHAT’S THE HOLDUP?: Marine Park resident Ray Torres would love to know why he hasn’t seen any work being 
done on the Marine Park Field House in more than fi ve months.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Bklyn spurns JoePa Middle school bans hugs

MTA: Sun 
will grease 

the rails
FIELD HOUSE OF 
FRUSTRATION
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American Audiology has been 
in business for over seven 
years. We strive to offer you 
the best hearing instruments 
available plus an exceptional 
patient experience. We know 
how important your hearing 
is. Please call us today to 
begin your life of better 
hearing.

OPEN HOUSE
Monday - Friday

4/30 - 5/4, 9am to 5pm

Space is Limited, RSVP today!

American Audiology
8005 17th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-761-0088

BY COLIN MIXSON
What do a bunch of girly 

burlesque dancers have 
in common with “Macho 
Man” Randy Savage? Four 
words — spinning-head-
lock-elbow-drop.

A band of fearless danc-
ers are meeting at Public 
Assembly for the “Ultimate 
Pin-down” event on April 
30, where beauty meets 
brawn to fi nd out who is the 
best burlesque-wrestler in 
Brooklyn.

The almost all-female 
fi ght roster will feature a 
bevy of beautiful dancers, 

as well as a spattering of 
acrobats and circus per-
formers, who are putting 
their good looks on the line 
in what is expected to be a 
burlesque bloodbath.

“The thing with bur-
lesque, it takes bravery to 
take off your clothes, but 
it leaves out the violence,” 
said the lovely Rosabelle 
Selavy, professional bur-
lesque wrestler and event 
organizer. “But I like sex 
and violence — there will 
be some danger for sure.”

Not all of the contenders 
are of the fairer sex, how-
ever — the devilish Evil 
Hate Monkey will form a 
primate tag team with a 
mystery gorilla fi ghter to 
take on the lovely Harvest 
Moon and the ferocious Lu-
cille Ti Amore.

“It’s going to be all out 
animal war on the humans,” 
said the corrupt chimp.

The rules are simple; no 
booby trapping, arm twist-
ing, biting, gum chewing, 
or texting; no weapons and 
absolutely no “stomping” 
on privates, according to 
“Ultimate Pin-down” ref-
eree Sweet Lorraine. Aside 

from that, a three-second 
pin wins the match.

But don’t assume the 
“Ultimate Pin-down” is 
just an all-girls WWF with 
fancy outfi ts and fi ve-inch 
heels — these fi ghts are the 

real deal, according to host 
James Habacker.

“It’s not strictly choreo-
graphed, there are some 
moves we teach people, but 
each wrestling match is 
different and the perform-
ers are trying to win,” Ha-
backer said. “It’s not fake 
and it’s not setup.”

Public Assembly [70 
N. Sixth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–586] 
April 30, 8:30 pm. $10 ($8 in 
advance). Visit  www.publi-
cassemblynyc.com 

BEAUTIES BATTLE
IN BILLYBURG

It’s the wrestling event of the season

BEAUTY, BRAWN, OR BOTH: 
Burlesque dancers Lucille Ti 
Amore and Rosabelle Selavy 
will not hold back at the “Ulti-
mate Pin-down” risque wres-
tling spectacle at Public As-
sembly on April 30. 
 Photos by Alex Colby

It’s going to be all 
out animal war on 

the humans.
Evil Hate Monkey
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‘Burgers lose rare live-work spaces on Berry St.

BY DANIEL BUSH
A wealthy cyclist will pay 

the city $40 million to build an 
athletics complex featuring a 
velodrome at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park — realizing the longtime 
dream of open space advocates 
whose hopes were dashed last 
year when park offi cials pulled 
the plug on a modest sports bub-
ble.

Millionaire philanthropist 
Joshua Rechnitz announced 
he will donate the eye-opening 
sum — which is one of the larg-
est ever made to a single park in 
city history — to cover the costs 
of a year-round recreational fa-
cility on Furman Street near 
Pier 5.

“We want this to truly be a 
community endeavor that will 
add amenities for park users 
and provide a much needed all-
weather sports facility,” said 
Rechnitz, a grandson of the late 
investor Robert Heilbrunn and 
founder of NYC Fieldhouse, an 
organization that’s spent years 
 searching for a suitable site in 
the city to build a competitive 
track cycling arena .

The center’s main feature 
will be the 200-meter inclined 
cycling track, equipped to host 
major races. Plans for the mas-
sive building — which is slated 
to be roughly the size of two foot-
ball fi elds — include space for 
high school, college, and profes-
sional sports such as basketball, 
tennis, and gymnastics, as well 
as amenities including a public 
boathouse and bathrooms.

Rechnitz’s fi eld house by the 
foot of Joralemon Street will 
replace the proposed sports 
bubble, which would have been 
open from December to March, 
but did not include rest rooms 

or locker rooms. 
The city secured $750,000 for 

the construction of the bubble 
last August, after the state and 
Mayor Bloomberg  struck a con-
troversial deal  to allow luxury 
housing in the park to pay for 
its $16-million annual upkeep. 
But  the bubble plan popped  
four months later after the city 
failed to attract a developer to 
fund the rest of the project.

The project’s collapse infu-
riated community leaders who 
have pushed for an indoor rec-
reational complex on the Brook-
lyn Heights waterfront for the 
past 30 years. Indeed, the park’s 
original master plan in 2000 in-
cluded a sports hub on Pier 5, 
but the design was ditched in 
favor of the seasonal structure 
that the city eventually aban-
doned.

Park advocates cheered 
Rechnitz after learning of his 
enormous donation.

“Anyone who would do this 
deserves a big salute,” said 
Judi Francis, the president of 
the Brooklyn Bridge Park De-
fense Fund. “This is a big step 
in the right direction, and rein-
forces what we’ve been saying 
all along.”

WHEELY GOOD NEWS: Brooklyn Bridge Park will get a Chelsea Piers-esque 
recreation center with a velodrome (that’s for racing bikes) near Pier 5 thanks 
to a huge donation from a single bicycle-loving park backer.

NO PLACE LIKE HOME: David Opdyke, Kimberlae Saul, and their kids Zoe and Quinn, must fi nd a new place to live because 
a law crafted to protect loft-dwellers doesn’t apply to them, a judge ruled. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

How rich! Cyclist 
gives $40M to park

LEFT LOFTLESS
BY AARON SHORT

A law designed to protect loft-
dwellers from eviction won’t save 
the residents of a Williamsburg 
building because they signed away 
their rights before the legislation 
came into effect, a judge ruled 
Tuesday.

The so-called Loft Law — a state 
regulation revised two years ago 
to defend loft residents from evic-
tion— will not protect the tenants 
of a Berry Street building because 

they signed an agreement with 
their landlord years before the law 
came into effect promising they 
would leave by last spring.

But after the Loft Law became 
the law of the land, tenants at the 
building between S. Third and S. 
Fourth streets asked a city panel 
to let them stay — sparking a 16-
month legal war that ended with 
Appeals Court Justice Ariel Belen’s 
ruling in favor of their landlord. 

“It’s over, it doesn’t matter, the 

court system has done its worst 
and we’re done,” said artist David 
Opdyke. “All we can do is hope the 
landlord won’t feel like ripping 
us to shreds and maybe give us a 
break on months of back rent.”

The ruling affi rms a Brooklyn 
Supreme Court judge’s decision 
earlier this month that the Loft 
Law cannot be applied to long-time 
tenants who have already promised 
to move out of live-work spaces. 

 “The amended Loft Law does 
not contain any language that di-
rects a retroactive application, 
thus this 2010 amendment may 
only be applied prospectively, and 
cannot affect previously accrued 
rights,” the Brooklyn Supreme 
Court ruled.

The state enacted the Loft Law 
in 1982 to regulate the residen-
tial conversion of commercial and 
manufacturing buildings in Man-
hattan, but state legislators, led by 
Assembly Housing Chairman Vito 
Lopez (D–Williamsburg), amended 
the legislation in 2010, extending a 
swath of rights and rental protec-
tions to thousands of residents liv-
ing in illegally converted industrial 
spaces in Williamsburg, Green-
point, Bushwick, and Gowanus.

Residents of the seven-story 
former noodle factory applied for 
rental protections last summer 
after then-Gov. Paterson signed EVICTION NOTICE: Residents of this Berry Street building must move out by the 

end of the month.  Community Newspaper Group / Aaron Short Continued on Page 19

EXCITEBIKE: A bicyclist gave $40 
million to Brooklyn Bridge Park to 
fund a sports complex with a velo-
drome.  File photo

Continued on Page 10
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BY AARON SHORT
A Greenpoint restau-

rant received a shot across 
the bow in the War on 
Brunch when city inspec-
tors slapped it with a court 
summons for serving out-
door diners on Sunday 
morning.

Department of Con-
sumer Affairs regulators 
issued a citation to the Lo-
rimer Street bistro Lokal 
at 9:35 am for violating 
a little-known rule that 
bars eateries from  operat-
ing sidewalk cafes before 
noon on Sundays .

The violation comes 
after members of North 
Brooklyn’s Community 
Board 1 mounted an ag-
gressive front against 
brunch-serving scofflaws 
and urged the city to take 
action against law-break-
ers.

But the owners of the 
Nassau Avenue cafe, who 
will defend themselves 
and their brunch menu be-

fore a judge on June 11, say 
they are being unfairly 
targeted.

“In New York everybody 
is operating their sidewalk 
cafes before noon,” said 
Lokal co-owner Serkan 
Uzel. “We’re the only ones 

so far that got the ticket. 
We’re going to go to court 
first and we’re going to try 
to solve the problem.”

A Department of Con-
sumer Affairs spokes-
woman confirmed that 
Lokal was the only res-
taurant in Greenpoint 
and Williamsburg that 
received a violation last 
weekend, but noted that 
Sunday’s rainy weather 
may have deterred other 
businesses from serving 
outdoor brunch.

The summons is a vic-
tory for CB1’s public safety 
general Tom Burrows, who 
vowed to shush noisy res-
taurants and move diners 
indoors by campaigning 
against restaurants that 
serve mimosas, bellinis, 
and french toast to side-
walk crowds on what some 
consider a day of rest.

The board, under Bur-
rows’s leadership, has 
pushed back against sev-
eral popular eateries in-

cluding Five Leaves and 
Pies ‘n’ Thighs for install-
ing illegal wooden benches 
in front of their establish-
ments that encourage cus-
tomers to mingle outdoors 
while waiting for tables.

Burrows and other 
board members say the 
summons issued to Lokal 
proves the city is right-
fully defending a policy 
that’s on the books.

“If it’s a city law, then 
people should be following 
it,” said Monsignor Joseph 
Calise, pastor at Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel and a 
CB1 member.

Some of North Brook-
lyn’s Sunday morning din-
ers have been taken aback 
by the city’s show of force, 
retreating to their apart-
ments until the afternoon.

“That’s a bummer,” 
said Williamsburg resi-
dent and avid bruncher 
Jordan James. “I do think 
it’s sad that it’s not hap-
pening anymore.”

Elected officials who 
represent the front lines 
in the conflict are remain-
ing neutral.

“The law is the law — 

but I’m open to having a 
dialogue as to how the law 
is written,” said Council-
man Steve Levin (D–Wil-
liamsburg).

Greenpoint bistro Lokal hit with summons as confl ict escalates

UNDER ATTACK: Lokal, a Mediterranean bistro, broke the law by 
serving sidewalk brunch at 9:35 am last Sunday, the city claims. 

THE GENERAL: Community 
Board 1’s Tom Burrows has been 
leading the charge against 
brunch scoffl aws — and he says 
Lokal is a major target.  

First casualty in War on Brunch

Co
m

m
un

it
y 

Ne
w

sp
ap

er
 G

ro
up

/ A
ar

on
 S

ho
rt

Ph
ot

o 
by

 S
te

fa
no

 G
io

va
nn

in
i



A
PRIL 29, 2012, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

5

$39999

Door
Buster SAVE AN

EXTRA 10%OFF
ALREADY DISCOUNTED PRICES!

With this coupon only. Excludes ad specials, clearance items, hot buys

and prior sales. Can’t be combined with other offers. 

$500 Min. Purchase. Limit one per customer. Exp 4/30/11.

NOMONEY DOWN+ plus + INTEREST FREEFINANCINGAVAILABLESee store for details

OVER 100 RECLINERS ON DISPLAY! • NEXT DAY DELIVERY ON EVERYTHING IN STOCK!†

Door
Buster

Ends
Monday!

Ends
Monday!

$89999LEAH Full Size
Sofabed

ALL LEATHER ON SALE
SAVE 

HUNDREDS!
Featuring Reclining Sofas,

Loveseats and More

ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
150 Sunrise Hwy
516-766-0910

CARLE PLACE
265 Glen Cove Rd.
516-248-2323

FARMINGDALE
1644 Route 110
631-845-4790

SETAUKET
4016 Nesconset Hwy. (Rte 347)
631-642-3240

ALL STORES OPEN: Monday– Saturday 10am-9pm (RVC 10am-6pm), Sunday 11am-6pm

1-800-RECLINER          WWW.LAZBOY.COM/LONGISLAND-NYC

The BEST & LARGEST DISPLAY of La-Z-Boy Furniture in the Metro Area!

Photos are for illustration only. Not all items in all stores. Delivery charges apply. Immediate delivery, in stock items only. †Restrictions apply. Available on in-
stock merchandise, Delivery Days Tuesday thru Saturday. Purchase must be made prior to 2 pm. May not apply to certain delivery locations. See store for details.

AMITY
Recliner

$44999
Orig. $549.99

4 Lift Chair
Styles
Available

GIVES YOU 
AN EXTRA BOOST!

$79999CLARK Reclining Sofa
Orig. $1359.99

14 Styles 
to Choose! 

SAVE 
$560

CONNER
Recliner

$46999
Orig. $849.99

SAVE 
$380

“Come in and feel the difference.”

JOURNEY
POWER
Chaise
Recliner

$69999
Orig. $1189.99

SAVE 
$490

ANDERSON Recliner

Attention Brooklyn:

NP

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Bay Ridge motorists 

drew a line in the asphalt 
against Borough President 
Markowitz’s plan to reju-
venate Fourth Avenue last 
week — demanding that 
the task force assigned to 
redesigning and beautify-
ing the dangerous roadway 
keeps its hands off their 
cherished car lanes.

“It takes me 35 minutes 
to go from 69th Street to 
Atlantic Avenue, off-rush 
hour,” griped Community 
Board 10 member Greg Ahl 
during an April 18 task 
force meeting at Our Lady 
of Angels Church. “Reduc-
ing the number of lanes on 
Fourth Avenue is only go-
ing to make it worse.”

Markowitz wants to 
transform Fourth Avenue 
from the Verrazano-Nar-
rows Bridge to Atlantic 
Avenue into a tree-lined 
stretch replete with street 
furniture and wider side-
walks and curbs, brick 
crosswalks and pedestrian 
walkways that will have 
space for vendors. 

He has enlisted grad 
students from New York 
University’s Urban Plan-
ning program to help him 
fl esh out his vision for the 
boulevard, where six-lanes 
transport motorists from 
Downtown to Sunset Park, 
then shrink to four lanes 
between 65th Street and 
Shore Road. 

The National Highway 
Traffi c Safety Administra-
tion said the six-mile thor-
oughfare was the third 
most dangerous road in 
Brooklyn, tied with Avenue 
U and Eastern Parkway. 

Four pedestrians were 
killed on the strip between 
2008 and 2010, but the  Na-
tional Highway Traffi c 
Safety Administration re-
port  did not indicate just 
where these fatal accidents 
occurred.

Yet Shore Road resident 
Allen Bortnick, who tried 
to get the city to  rent him a 
public parking spot outside 

of his building  earlier this 
year, said Markowitz’s plans 
for Fourth Avenue will de-
stroy a motorist’s day.

“The Department of 
Transportation has made 
its mind up to destroy traf-
fi c in New York,” Bortnick 
said. “My fear is this is just 
part of a plan to reduce the 
number of lanes on a major 
thoroughfare,” Bortnick 
said. “Beautify the building 
facades all you want. But 
keep it curb-to-block, not 
curb-to-curb.”

CB10 member Ann Fa-
lutico told task force at-
tendees that any attempt to 
limit traffi c on Fourth Ave-
nue would cause an exodus   
from New York.

“Creating an environ-
ment that is frustrating for 
drivers does not change 
things, it does not turn the 
world around, it just en-
courages people to move to 
New Jersey,” said Falutico.

Yet not everyone was 
against reducing traffi c on 
Fourth Avenue.

“This is a vision to move 
forward,” said longtime 
Bay Ridge bicyclist John 
Murphy. “A lot of people 
here are looking behind. If 
you look at Fourth Avenue 
now and think it’s good the 
way it is, you’re kidding 
yourself.”

Project head Carlo Scis-
sura,   assured outraged car 
lovers that no one has de-
cided to reduce traffi c on 
Fourth Avenue. 

The proposals for wider 
curbs and pedestrian walk-
ways were just conversa-
tion starters, he said.

“We’re at just the begin-
ning of a very long process,” 
Scissura said. 

But the city is already 
taking steps to reduce traf-
fi c on Bay Ridge streets feed-
ing into Fourth Avenue.

Last month, CB10  re-
jected a Department of 
Transportation proposal  to 
strip away two lanes of traf-
fi c on 86th Street between 
Fourth Avenue and Shore 
Road. 

The city also wanted to 
ban left turn lanes from 
Fourth Avenue onto 86th 
Street, claiming that the 
change will alleviate traffi c 
congestion.

Drivers fi ght Beep’s beautifi cation plan

Motorists: Don’t 
change Fourth Ave.

LANE RAGE: Motorists lashed 
out against Borough President 
Markowitz’s plans to rejuve-
nate Fourth Avenue this week, 
fearing the Beep wants to slow 
down traffi c on the popular 
strip. (Left) An SUV speeds onto 
Fourth Avenue. 
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BY AARON SHORT
It’s the wide world of 

wastewater sports!
Five teams of city sew-

age workers competed 
against each other in feats 
of skill and strength dur-
ing the 25th Annual Opera-
tions Challenge at the Owl’s 
Head wastewater plant on 
Tuesday to earn bragging 
rights over their brainy and 
brawny brethren. 

Department of Environ-
mental Protection workers 
fi xed leaky pipes, tested 
wastewater for pollution, 
repaired heavy machinery, 
and showed off how they 
would rescue team mem-
bers from confi ned spaces 
during the fi rst day of the 
two-day competition at the 
Bay Ridge plant.

But Brooklyn’s teams en-
dured a frustrating morn-
ing.

Owl’s Head’s “Sludge 
Fellas, the home team and 
winner of last year’s sew-
age games, fi nished the day 
in fourth place, edged out 
by the Coney Island “War-
riors” and the Jamaica 
“Sludge Hustlers,” who 
came in third and second, 
respectively.

The day belonged to the 
North River “Harlem Pump 
Trotters,” who emerged in 
the lead and are in a good 
position to sweep the games 
with only the sewage trivia 

portion remaining on May 1.
It could be a redemp-

tive victory for the Har-
lem-based sewage workers, 
 whose plant caught fi re  and 

fl ooded millions of gallons 
of raw sewage into the city’s 
waterways last July, forc-
ing the closure of several 
beaches.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

  

For Treatment of:

The Vascular Institute 
of New York

Safe and highly effective

718.438.3800

Enrico Ascher, M.D. 
Professor of Surgery 

FDA
Approved

HOLE IN ONE: Luffredo, a member of the “Coney Island Warriors,” 
sizes up his rivals at the contest.

RESCUE ME: Coney Island sewer worker Dan Luffredo harnesses his strength at the 25th Annual Op-
erations Challenge, where teams of wastewater treatment compete against each other.

SEWAGE GAMES!
Sludgemen slug it out in wastewater contest
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3500 Nostrand Ave. 
(between Ave. U & Ave. V)

HEALTHQUEST stands at the forefront in providing quality 

TREATMENTS OFFERED:

“When Life Really Matters”

BY DANIEL BUSH
The Army Corps of En-

gineers is torpedoing a 
crucial Plumb Beach rehab 
project needed to keep the 
Belt Parkway from falling 
into the Rockaway Inlet, 
outraged community lead-
ers claim as they blasted the 
federal agency’s decision to 
dump tons of sand onto the 
eroded beach before build-
ing the jetties that would 
prevent the new shoreline 
from being swept out to sea.

The Army Corps of Engi-
neers will begin replenish-
ing Plumb Beach’s eroded 
coastline this fall, but admit-
ted that the stone jetties that 
will keep the sand in place, 
also known as groins, won’t 
be constructed until 2013 — 
which some residents see as 
a bone-headed move.

“When they start build-
ing the jetties, half of the 
sand will be back in the 
bay,” Community Board 
15 Chairwoman Theresa 

Scavo said. “What’s going 
to stop the sand from going 
back into the water if the 
groins aren’t built yet?”

Anthony Ciorra, the 
Army Corps’s Plumb Beach 
project manager, said his 
agency hasn’t received the 
funding to build the groins.

“We’re going to need 
around $2 million to build 
the groins,” Ciorra said. 
“But we’re confi dent we 
will get that funding.”

The Corps promised to 
spend $5 million on the proj-
ect, but has only secured $3 
million in federal funding 
to start the fi rst phase of 
the rehab, which consists 
of dredging the Rockaway 
Inlet and dumping the sand 
they collect onto Plumb 
Beach’s alarmingly eroded 
shoreline. 

That work is expected 
to begin this summer, after 
the horseshoe crab mating 
season on the beach is over.

Ciorra said that install-

ing the jetties and a third 
stone wall to stave off future 
erosion won’t start until the 

feds agree to pay for the rest 
of the work. 

But Ciorra believes the 

bulked-up beach should 
survive — and, more impor-
tantly, keep what’s left of 
Plumb Beach intact — until 
the jetties are put in place.

“There is infrastructure 
that’s at risk here,” Ciorra 
said. “But once the sand is 
in place there will be pro-
tection.”

The Corps  agreed to bol-
ster Plumb Beach  in Febru-
ary, after the city promised 
to chip in an additional $2 
million to help save the 
beach.

Elected offi cials hailed 
the decision, but some resi-
dents said  it should have 
included extra funding to 
dredge Sheepshead Bay , 
where sandbars strand 
boats at low tide.

The Corps restored 
Plumb Beach in 1992 after 
a storm swept most of the 
coastline away, but over the 
years the sand shifted into 
the marshes inside Gateway 
National Recreation Area. 

Another massive storm 
in 2009 whittled the beach 
down even further, prompt-
ing the Corps to attempt to 
bolster the shoreline with 
sand bags.

But Plumb Beach doesn’t 
have the Corps full atten-
tion right now. Gov. Cuomo 
announced on April 16 that 
the state will partner with 
federal workers and the 
city to restore a section of 
Sea Gate’s shoreline that’s 
taken a beating in recent 
years.

Offi cials said the work 
is part of a 50-year restora-
tion project in Coney Island 
that began in 1994 when the 
Corps extended the W. 37th 
Street jetty to protect the 
eroding coastline.

“Our beaches need to be 
preserved,” said Council-
man Dominic Recchia (D-
Coney Island). 

“The whole peninsula 
will be in much better 
shape.” 

Say corps wants to add sand before building jetties needed to keep it in place

SWEPT AWAY: Sheepshead Bay resident Mario Savitzki is worried 
the Belt Parkway will fl ood if the Army Corps doesn’t restore Plumb 
Beach as quickly as possible. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Critics blast plans for Plumb Beach 
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Store Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri, 7:30am to 5pm & Thurs, 7:30am to 7pm

You’ll run out of room before you run out of options.
Andersen® windows come in styles, shapes and sizes to fi t any purpose and every personality. With natural wood 
interiors, low-maintenance exteriors and a host of elegant options, it’s no wonder professional builders and 
remodelers choose Andersen windows more often than any other brand.

Visit our showroom today to see the complete line of energy-effi cient 
Andersen windows and doors.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Councilman Domenic Recchia, a 

proud graduate of John Dewey High 
School, came out swinging for his 
alma mater during a Department of 
Education hearing on the Gravesend 
school’s possible closure — three 
months after he demanded the city 
gut the failing institution’s adminis-
tration.

In January, Recchia (D–Coney Is-
land) urged the Department of Educa-
tion to boot longtime Principal Barry 
Fried, the man the lawmaker said 
was responsible for killing Dewey’s 
alumni association.

Many felt the councilman’s claims 
were a tacit endorsement of the city’s 
plans to enroll Dewey into the Depart-
ment of Education’s Turnaround Pro-
gram — where a failing school can re-
ceive an infl ux of federal tax dollars 
as long as it adopts a new name and 
fi res the principal and half the staff 
— but Recchia said the exact opposite 
on Tuesday when he begged Deputy 
Schools Chancellor March Sternberg 
to keep Dewey open.

“Let’s bring back the school, let’s 
bring back the arts. Let’s bring back 

the auto shop,” Recchia said as he and 
30 Dewey supporters sang the school’s 
praises.

Recchia told Brooklyn Weekly that 
he never supported the Turnaround 
plan — he just wanted the Department 
of Education to get rid of Fried, who 
resigned last month.

A Department of Education spokes-
man said that Dewey’s new leader, 
Principal Kathleen Elvin, will remain 
in place if the city’s Panel for Educa-
tion Policy decides to close the school 
and rechristen the building 21K415 in 
exchange for $1.6 million in federal 
grants.

Sternberg said Dewey has persis-
tently underperformed in both academ-
ics and school safety and would benefi t 
from the Turnaround model. Dewey 
is on the state’s list of chronically low-
achieving schools and received Cs on its 
last three city-issued report cards.

Yet Recchia and other Dewey sup-
porters said the school has had some  
academic gains since 2009 and blamed 
Fried for the school’s safety problems.

“Damage was done to the school,” 
Recchia said. “Children will be 
scarred for the rest of their lives. We 
should keep the staff and give them 
the chance to work with the new lead-
ership.” 

Recchia fl ip-fl ops, now says he wants school to stay open

Fast times at Dewey High

TRUE TO HIS SCHOOL: Councilman Do-
menic Recchia is now singing John Dewey 
High School’s praises.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The city is giving park-

ing spots on Shore Road’s 
clogged curbs the shaft as 
it moves ahead with a plan 
to install an inter-borough 
water pipe.

City dredgers will soon 
excavate a section of New 
York harbor to accommo-
date larger ships as part of 
a $250 million project that 
involves digging up wa-
ter and sewer lines along 
Shore Road, said spokes-
woman Mercedes Padilla.

Padilla said that the 
east side of Shore Road, 
between 83rd and 86th 
Streets would be the fi rst 
blocks to be scooped out in 
July and August. 

Area resident Allen 
Bortnick said the city 
needs to show drivers 
some love.

“If they are going to 
take away parking spaces, 
they need to replace 
them with back-in spaces 
around the construction,” 
he said.

LEFT IDLING: Shore Road resident Allen Bortnick fears he will 
have a hard time parking his car on the Bay Ridge drag once a 
major harbor construction project begins.

Parking pains
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BY DANIEL BUSH
The biggest opponents 

of a controversial Clinton 
Hill pedestrian plaza have 
become the mini-park’s 
staunchest defenders by 
blasting a city plan to hack 
away a few feet of the open 
space to make room for 
buses.

Critics of the plaza in the 
Putnam Triangle — a pub-
lic space where Putnam and 
Grand avenues converge 
with Fulton Street — lam-
basted the Department of 
Transportation and a neigh-
borhood merchants group 
late last year for creating the 
European-style piazza with 
tables, benches, and plant-
ings.

Now they’re furious 
that neither the city nor 
the Fulton Area Business 
Alliance informed them of 
plans to tear out a corner 
of the pedestrian plaza so 
that Downtown-bound B26 
buses won’t veer into the 

oncoming lane and halt 
traffi c while turning from 
Grand Avenue onto Fulton 
Street.

“We’re tired of being 
treated as a guinea pig for 
the Department of Trans-
portation’s experiments,” 
said Schellie Hagan, who 
 produced a fi lm chronicling 
opposition to the plaza .

Many curb cut critics 
— who initially contested 
the pedestrian-only plaza 
at the foot of Putnam Ave-
nue over claims it  impedes 
side street access   and came 
into effect without commu-
nity input — say it makes 
more sense to reroute the 
bus than rip up a portion of 
the open space less than one 
year after its renovation.

“The work costs a lot of 
money at a time when the 
city is saying they don’t 
have any,” said corner cut 
opponent Joe Gonzalez.

Gonzalez and others 
want the bus to turn from 

Putnam Avenue onto Ful-
ton Street a block before 
the tiny park, at Downing 
Street rather than Grand 
Avenue.

A Department of Trans-
portation spokesman said 
once the road work is fi n-
ished, the B26 bus won’t 
have to make such a wide 
turn to skirt the Putnam 
Triangle — a maneuver that 
often obstructs a lane of on-
coming, Bedford-Stuyve-
sant-bound traffi c.

The spokesman said a 
start date for the project 
hasn’t been set and declined 
to discuss its cost.

Plaza supporters said 
tweaking its design would 
ease traffi c congestion in 
the area.

“It makes sense,” said 
Phillip Kellogg, the director 
of the Fulton Area Business 
Alliance. “It’s a solution to 
making the turn smoother 
and it looks like it will do 
that.”

Plaza foes fi ght to save hated open space

SAVE OUR CURB: James Powell and Noah Griffi n protest the city’s plan to rip out part of the Putnam 
Triangle to ease traffi c congestion. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

‘TRIANGLE’ 
DEFENSE

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838 718-646-4659

NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.    
     That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.
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We treat children, teens, and adults. 
All phases of Family Dentistry performed in our office. 

Now accepting new patients.

CALL US TODAY FOR A CONVENIENT APPOINTMENT

Laser, Cosmetic, and Comprehensive Dentistry

1122 Avenue P (1 Block East Of Coney Island Ave.)

Telephone:  • Fax: 

Strict Sterilization Techniques

 1-718-339-78781-718-339-7878

Noah’s Ark
VETERINARIAN

WE TREAT THEM LIKE FAMILY
10% OFF

Visit
with coupon

(or for 
mentioning

our ad)

BY DANIEL BUSH
Legendary 92-year-old 

BrooklynDaily.com col-
umnist Lou Powsner has 
 pounded the city  for letting 
a pothole-strewn stretch 
of Avenue P fall into disre-
pair. This week, he fi nally 
received something he’s 
been demanding for years: 
a smoother ride for his 1997 
Mercury Sable.

The Department of 
Transportation announced 
this week that it will repave 
Avenue P between 65th 
Street and Ocean Parkway 
— and Powsner couldn’t be 
happier. 

“People avoid Avenue P 
just because of the condi-
tions of the road,” said Pow-
sner. “I’m thrilled they’re 
going to fi x it.”

City offi cials said work-
ers will resurface the street 
to cover up a lunar land-
scape’s worth of craters 
caused by wear and tear 
from passing vehicles. The 
strip has been largely unat-
tended — but not unnoticed 
by Powsner — since 2009.

A Department of Trans-
portation spokesman said 
the work will take place in 
May — but wouldn’t say how 
much the project would cost.

Powsner  has long com-
plained  that the street 
bangs up his Sable  when he 
drives to Midwood  to visit 
his doctor or grab a bite at 
the Mirage Diner on Kings 
Highway.

The road gives him 

headaches and butt-aches 
every times he rides along 
it, he claims.

“You’ll be driving along 
at a normal speed, then all 
of a sudden you’re bouncing 
up and down,” the former 
Coney Island menswear 
shop owner said.

“It’s all rutted. I’ve called 
the Councilman David 
Greenfi eld’s offi ce 36 times 
in the last year and a half 
and I never got the courtesy 
of getting an answer.” 

A rep for Greenfi eld 
(D–Bensonhurst) said the 
councilman’s staff received 

Powsner’s complaints and 
forwarded them to the De-
partment of Transporta-
tion, but the city won’t say 
if the senior’s many griev-
ances  —  both in person and 
in print — sparked change.

But the beloved nona-
genarian isn’t the only one 
who thinks the city should 
have rehabbed the riddled 
roadway years ago.

“It’s gotten pretty bad,” 
said Wolf Sender, Com-
munity Board 12’s district 
manager. 

“This has been a prior-
ity for a long time.”

Powsner gets action: Ave. P to be repaved

City says Lou will 
get smoother ride

THE POWER OF POWSNER: All it took for the city to fi nally pave 
Avenue P was a column by BrooklynDaily.com’s Lou Powsner. 

The city is moving for-
ward with the rest of its 
plans for Pier 5, which in-
clude  a regulation-sized 
soccer fi eld , a playground, 
promenade, and barbecue 
station at the southern end 
of the $350-million, 85-acre 
waterfront open space.

The Bloomberg admin-
istration agreed to spend 

$55 million, but cut its 
share down to $44 mil-
lion during last summer’s 
bruising fi ght over hous-
ing in the park. The city 
announced last Thursday 
that the funding will be re-
stored — but the reversal 
was largely overshadowed 
by news of the park’s un-
likely new benefactor.

Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Corporation President Re-
gina Meyer gushed over 
the donation — and vowed 

to give residents a say in 
designing the sports space 
— but steered clear of pro-
viding details on the proj-
ect’s timetable.

“I am thrilled at the 
magnitude and generosity 
of this gift,” Meyer said. 
“I look forward to work-
ing with community and 
recreation stakeholders to 
examine this proposal in 
full and evaluate how it can 
enhance Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s legacy.”

Continued from page 3
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
A proposed nightclub 

called Kemistry Lounge 
features some bad ele-
ments, according to a 
civic group representing 
Brownstone Brooklyn.

A Community Board 
6 committee voted unan-
imously on Monday to 
reject a liquor license 
request for a sprawling 
Flatbush Avenue venue 
near the Barclays Cen-
ter after neighbors com-
plained it would bring 
noise and nuisance.

The proposed music 
venue, which wants to 
offer bottle service and 
dancing, would keep 
nearby residents awake 
at all hours and bombard 
a neighborhood that’s 
already oversaturated 
with boozy nightlife es-
tablishments, commit-
tee members said.

“People in the area 
feel more and more put 
upon — there’s been 
a cumulative element 
when it comes to liquor 

license applications,” 
said CB6’s Gary Reilly.

Neighbors want the 
club to close no later 
than midnight — a re-
quest Kemistry Lounge 
owner James Brown 
says is unfeasible.

Club representatives 
say the venue won’t be a 
burden on anyone, prom-
ising it will serve food 
along with drinks, ap-
proach its neighbors with 
respect, and use a con-
troversial doorway on a 
mostly residential block 
of Prospect Place only 
during emergencies.

“The community has 
relevant concerns and 
they will be addressed,” 
said Peter Flores, a 
spokesman for the bar.

The 12—0 vote by 
CB6’s public safety, per-
mits, and licenses com-
mittee is merely advi-
sory — the State Liquor 
Authority will make the 
fi nal decision on whether 
or not Kemistry Lounge 
can serve booze.

BAD MEDICINE: Harold Gruber and oth-
er neighbors are fi ghting the proposed 
Kemistry Lounge — and a Brownstone 
Brooklyn civic group has their back. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Bar fi ght!

FACILITIES/SERVICES

Based on availability and not valid for weekends and long holidays

Less than a block away from Flushing Avenue Stop of Subway (J, Z, M)
Next to WoodHull Hospital

GUEST ROOM AMENITIES

10%
 

OFF
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Amber Steak House
Our beef is specially selected and naturally aged in our dry aging room.

8 oz Filet Mignon with Peppercorn Sauce  . . .$27.95
16 oz. New York Strip  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$27.00
20 oz. Rib Eye  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$30.00
24 oz. Rib Eye with Bone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$30.00
24 oz. T-Bone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$30.00
48 oz. Porter House for Two  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$69.95

OPEN EVERYDAY 12PM-11PM
119 Nassau Ave. Brooklyn-Greenpoint, N.Y. 11222  |  718-389-3757  |  ambersteak.com

Available for Private Parties (20 to 50 people) and Catering
We are open for lunch 12pm to 4 pm.

BY AARON SHORT
The Brooklyn Museum 

welcomed a diverse crowd 
of legendary ladies for a 
special celebration of femi-
nist ideals — and no we’re 
not talking about Judy Chi-
cago’s “The Dinner Party.”

Gloria Steinem, Toni 
Morrison, Connie Chung, 
and other icons celebrated 
the fi fth anniversary of 
the Brooklyn Museum’s 

ground-breaking Elizabeth 
A. Sackler Center for Femi-
nist Art on April 18, party-
ing until the lights went on 
at midnight. 

The event drew scores 
of boldfaced names includ-
ing the museum’s honor-
ary chairwoman, Marisa 
Tomei, philanthropist Eliz-
abeth Sackler, and artists 
including Chicago, Amy 
Sillman, Liz Magic Laser, 

Swoon, and Kate Gilmore, 
who toasted 16 pioneering 
women for their leadership 
in the arts, government, 
business, and education.

Surprises abounded 
throughout the night, when 
Sackler announced to the 
crowd that the Museum had 
dedicated a new hybrid rose 
in Steinem’s name and that 
she would endow a perma-
nent feminist art curator at 

the museum — the fi rst such 
position in the country.

At about 9 pm, the Mu-
seum opened the doors for 
a W Magazine-sponsored 
after-party featuring a fu-
turistic green-screen photo 
booth, glasses of Brooklyn 
Brewery’s bubbly Belgian-
inspired ales, and a sound 
cloud of pop music tunes 
mixed by DJ of the moment 
Mia Moretti.

FEATHERED FRIEND: Artist Lauren Wachtler gives a performance 
during the Brooklyn Museum’s “Firsties” awards dinner as part of 
the Brooklyn Museum’s Brooklyn Artist Ball on April 18.

Ladies night at the Museum
ALL SMILES: (Left) Filmmaker Susan Lazarus and curator Susi Kenna check out a photo installation at the Brooklyn Museum, while Heart of 
Brooklyn director Ellen Salpeter and Prospect Park Alliance president Emily Lloyd take in the scene (right). Photos by Stefano Giovannini
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The ultimate in affordable elegance

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

Parties
Accommodating 30-200 Guests

2926 Avenue S. Marine Park 
Call for Reservations
718.998.4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com

Authentic Spanish & Mexican Cuisine

Every Sat. & Sun. from 12-3pm
$12.50

includes a Mimosa or Bloody Mary

We Are Now Accepting Reservations for Mother’s Day

212-977-7373
Restaurant Row, NYC
342 - W46 Street

212-675-1977
Greenwich Village, NYC

166 - W4 Street

212-242-9338
Greenwich Village, NYC

168 - W4 Street

646-415-7924
Greenwich Village, NYC

170 - W4 Street

212-675-1955
Greenwich Village, NYC

166 - W4 Street

The

TACO
Shop

CINCO DE MAYO IS RIGHT 
AROUND THE CORNER

Celebrate with us this year and make this Cinco de Mayo the 
best ever! Fresh made, authentic nachos, guacamole, burritos, 
tamales & tacos! Don’t forget the city’s best margaritas, piña 
coladas, Mexican beer selection & tequila, tequila, tequila!

VISIT OUR OTHER FINE RESTAURANTS

718-253-7117
www.nickslobster.com

Exit 11N 
Off Belt Pkwy

Dine in only. 

Restaurant 
  & Seafood Market

All major Credit 
Cards Accepted

Take-out Orders Welcome
Gift Certifi cates Available For All Occasions

We Are Open 7 Days A Week 
Lunch And Dinner

Fresh Seafood Market:
Live Maine Lobsters & Fresh Fish Daily

2777 Flatbush Ave.
Plenty of FREE Parking

EVERY THURSDAY 
LIVE MUSIC 

WITH MAURICE 
ON VOCALS

WEDNESDAYS 
50% OFF 

RAW BAR & 
BEER SPECIAL

BY DANIEL BUSH
Now this is a cat fi ght!
An attempt to save a cat 

hoarder from being kicked 
out of her Brighton Beach 
apartment has ended in 
a hissing match between 
the kitty collector and the 
woman trying to protect 
her beloved felines.

Brooklyn Umbrella Res-
cue founder Josie Marrero 
saved half of the 45 cats that 
once roamed Barbara Berg-
er’s one-bedroom apart-
ment on Coney Island Av-
enue, but she now says she 
won’t save the rest because 
Berger has become too dif-
fi cult to work with.

“She’s not making sense 
anymore,” said Marrero, 
who has taken swipes at 
Berger  on her blog . “I’m 
done with her.”

Marrero agreed to help 
Berger — who is facing evic-
tion unless she gets rid of 
all but two of her cats — af-
ter  reading about her plight 
on BrooklynDaily.com .

Marrero rescued 18 of the 
cats, which were given good 
homes during a week-long 

adopt-a-thon at the Petco on 
86th Street near Stillwell 
Avenue in March. A dozen 
of Berger’s cats were ad-
opted by neighborhood resi-
dents, while the rest were 
taken in by the North Shore 
Animal League in Long Is-
land, Marrero said.

But Berger is refusing to 
part with any more of her 
cats, even though her land-
lord has only given her un-
til mid-May to whittle her 
brood down to two.

Marrero said she can’t 
work with Berger anymore 
and decided to pull her sup-
port.

“I’m frustrated because 
she doesn’t want to give up 
any more cats,” Marrero 
wrote in her blog. “I can’t 
trust her.”

Berger defended her ac-
tions — and lashed back 
at Marrero for publicizing 
their feud on the Internet.

“She’s making me feel 
like I’m a villain and it’s not 
true,” Berger said. “I don’t 
want to give up the cats that 
I love.”

Berger moved into her 
rent-stabilized apartment, 
for which she pays just $153 
per month, with 15 cats 
in 2007. She said the num-
ber quickly tripled as she 
took in strays off the street 
and accepted kittens from 
neighbors and friends.

She’s  insisted all along  
that she’s willing to part 
with most of the cats, but 
won’t give up her 10 favor-
ites, which have names like 
Yoshi, Blake and Montgom-
ery.

FED UP: Josie Marrero said cat  
hoarder Barbara Berger won’t 
let her save 20 cats remaining 
in the woman’s kitty colony.

Cat hoarder’s hissing fi t

Carroll Street and Fourth 
Avenue–Ninth Street.

Repairs on the run-down 
Smith-Ninth Street station 
 will not be fi nished until 
September at the earliest  — 
six months after the MTA 
said the transportation hub 
would be operational again 
and 15 months since it closed 
for refurbishing.

And when the project 
wraps up, a  beloved fi ve-

stop extension of the G train  
that brings the Brooklyn Lo-
cal to Park Slope, Windsor 
Terrace, and Kensington is 
 slated to reach its last stop  
—  despite outcry  from strap-
hangers across the borough.

Delays and possible G 
train cuts notwithstanding, 
transit advocates are happy 
to hear about the MTA’s en-
ergy-effi cient effort.

“Any initiative to re-
duce their carbon foot-
print is a step in the right 
direction,” said Cate Con-
tino, a spokeswoman with 

Straphangers Campaign.  
Ya-Ting Liu, a spokes-

woman for Transportation 
Alternatives, is surprised 
the agency hasn’t been 
shouting about its solar-
powered lubricators from 
the highest point on the Cul-
ver Viaduct.

“It’s a good thing for one 
of the largest transit agen-
cies in the country to be 
looking into alternative en-
ergy sources to keep its own 
network running,” she said. 
“I wish they were publiciz-
ing it more.”

Continued from cover

MTA
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We Gave Out Over $35 Million 
in Loans Last Year

NEED SOME?

Where people are worth more than money

Landscape the Yard

Furnish Your Home

Buy Merchandise

Remodel Your Home

Expand Your Business

Educate A Child

Home Improvement 
LOANS AVAILABLE

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

www.brfcu.org

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Lets get ready to ruuum-

mmbllle!
Grappling greats from 

East Coast Professional 
Wrestling rolled into Ben-
sonhurst last Saturday 
night, turning Our Lady of 
Guadalupe School’s gym on 
73rd Street into a testoster-
one-laden, muscle-bound, 
trash-talking school for 
youngsters who want to be-
come masters of the four-
fi gure leg lock and the back-
drop driver.

The event, which fea-

tured World Wrestling En-
tertainment legend Kevin 
Nash and heavyweight 
champ — and Bensonhurst 
native — Tony Biella, gave 
wrestling-loving students a 
chance to shake their ring 
heroes’ hands and watch 
the matches from just feet 
away, as well as support 
their school. 

Gary Cassiliano, presi-
dent of Guadalupe’s youth 
program, organized the 
school’s fi rst fi ght-night 
fundraiser with the New 
Jersey-based Wrestling As-

sociation back in 2010. 
The event was so popu-

lar that the wrestling night 
has become a regular event, 
Cassiliano said.

“We do it three to four 
times a year,” he said. 

“The entertainment is 
fantastic. We bring in big 
wrestlers, and the kids have 
a blast.”

 “It’s a real family event,” 
he said.

Money raised from the 
wrestling night will go to 
the youth program and 
into making repairs on the 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church on 15th Avenue be-
tween 72nd and 73rd streets, 
Cassiliano explained. 

Fans can look forward to 
the next wrestling night in 
just a few months, Cassil-
iano explained.

“We like to build up the 
suspense, so people look for-
ward to it,” said Cassiliano. 
“When it comes around, you  
can see all the excited looks 
on the kids faces.” 

“It’s a tremendous eve-
ning, and its all for a good 
cause,” he said.

THEY’RE ALL CHAMPS: (Above) Tony Biella (shirtless) with un-
defeated political champ state Sen. Marty Golden. (Top) JL Chico 
(in fi repants) gets pushed around by Rob Comacho. (Right) Vinny 
Demaro (on top) pins rival Jumbo Joe Gunns (on bottom).  
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

Grappling for a good cause

munities, she explained.
Paterno may have done 

great things in Pennsylva-
nia, but he did nothing in 
Brooklyn, Scavo claimed.

“What kind of impact 
did he have here?” Scavo 
said. “His career was at 
Penn State. The street re-
naming should take place 
in Pennsylvania.”

But the Hall of Famer af-
fectionately known as “Jo-
ePa” wasn’t the only person 
who got snubbed.

The community board 
also unanimously rejected 
proposals to rename streets 
after Rabbi Samuel Fink, 
the longtime leader of 
Young Israel of Bedford Bay 
on Brown Street, and Dan-
iel Sabatino — a former gov-

ernor of the Kiwanis Club’s 
Brooklyn chapter, Elks 
Lodge member and owner 
of Sabatino Funeral Home 
on Avenue U in Gravesend.

Scavo said that the city 
has accepted fewer and 
fewer street renaming rec-
ommendations ever since 
Councilmembers were 
vilifi ed for rejecting a pro-
posal to rename a Bedford-
Stuyvesant street in honor 
of black activist Sonny Car-
son in 2007.

Paterno went to Good 
Shepherd School in Ma-
rine Park and worked as an 
usher at Ebbets Field. 

He won a record 409 col-
lege football games over 46 
seasons with the Pen State 
Nittany Lions before the 
85-year-old was forced to 
retire in the wake of  a child 
sex scandal  involving one of 
his longtime coaches.

Continued from cover

JoePa
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BY AARON SHORT
Pfi zer sold its last re-

maining stake in Williams-
burg last week, offi cially 
ending the pharmaceutical 
giant’s decades-long run in 
North Brooklyn and putting 
two large lots in play — po-
tentially for residential de-
velopment.

Pfi zer sold four acres of 
land near Wallabout Street 
to a newly formed investment 
group with a background in 
residential and mixed use 
development that’s operating 
under the name 306 Rutledge 
Street II, LLC, according to 
the medicine maker.

“We are very excited 
about this project and the 
benefi ts it will bring to the 
neighborhood Pfi zer called 
home for so many years,” 
said Pfi zer spokesman Chris 
Loder. “We are also pleased 
that the sale of these remain-
ing parcels is a very positive 
step forward in our long-
standing efforts to achieve 
a productive reuse for the 
property that will ultimately 
benefi t the community.”

The buyers registered 

a limited liability corpora-
tion with the Department of 
State on April 12, but have 
not come forward publicly 
with their plans. 

Their attorney, Steven 
Barshov, said his clients 
have not yet told him the spe-
cifi cs of their proposals for 
the two sites, but said they 
would likely seek to rezone 
the industrial properties for 
residential use.

The sale comes after a 
coalition of housing organi-

zations fl oated a $10 
million bid for the 
land in hopes of  con-
verting the plots into 
hundreds of below-
market-rate apart-
ments .

The housing 
groups issued no 
statements about the 
Pfi zer sale, and calls 
to losing bidders in-
cluding St. Nicks 
Alliance, Los Sures, 
and Bedford-Stuyve-
sant Restoration 
were not returned.

The properties 
 went on the market 

last December , 10 months 
after Pfi zer  sold its former 
Flushing Avenue pharma-
ceutical plant to Acumen 
Capital Partners , and four 
years after the drug com-
pany closed its factory and 
 laid off 600 workers .

The sale fully severs 
the Manhattan-based drug 
corporation’s ties with Wil-
liamsburg, where the brand 
got its start in 1849 as a fam-
ily business launched by two 
cousins.

PFAREWELL: Pfi zer, the maker of Via-
gra, has completed its pullout of Wil-
liamsburg by selling this Southside lot.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Pfi zer pfi nally pfl ees

months ago after a sixth 
grader told teachers a hug 
from an older student made 
her feel uncomfortable, par-
ents said.

Kids claim the rule ac-
tually came into effect after 
a gaggle of students began 
“group hugging” in the hall-
ways, which blocked other 
children on the way to class.

The hug ban prompted 
protests and some eye-roll-

ing from middle schoolers, 
who said the too-strict rule 
stomps on their ability to 
express themselves — espe-
cially after being forced to 
wear uniforms last year.

“It’s silly,” said parent 
Laura Sainz. “If my son 
feels uncomfortable he can 
say it — there’s no need for 
a rule.”

The ban on public dis-
plays of affection prompted 
some rebel huggers, who 
embraced in protest. Some 
of those kids got recess de-
tention, students said.

“It’s ridiculous; we do it 
anyway,” said one student.

Next year, the school’s 
roughly 300 middle school-
ers will move from their 
current home at the Bishop 
Ford High School building 
on 19th Street near Pros-
pect Park West to  the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary 
School  — a larger facility 
roughly 10 blocks away. 

It’s unclear if the ban on 
hugs will apply at a building 
that simply has more space 
for canoodling than Bishop 
Ford’s narrow hallways.

Continued from cover

No hugs
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Nazareth High School 

has been saved — and it has 
Martha Stewart Living to 
thank for its survival. 

Sharon Patrick, the for-
mer CEO of the lifestyle 
guru’s magazine and televi-
sion empire and the aunt of 
a teacher at the embattled 
50-year-old Catholic institu-
tion, offered Nazareth High 
School a $500,000 loan.

The loan allowed the 
school to meet fundraising 
 goals set by the Brooklyn 
Diocese  to remain open, 
school guidance counselor 
Nancy Robert said.

“We are just very, very 
happy,” said Roberts, who 
led the effort to keep Naza-
reth open. 

“The board came 
through and has been work-
ing on the development of 
the school’s business plan.”

The Diocese demanded 
that Nazareth enroll at least 
80 students for the fall se-
mester — the school ulti-
mately enrolled 81 — create 
a sustainable business plan 
for the future, and raise 
over $700,000, most of which 
came from Patrick’s loan. 

Patrick is very close to 
Stewart and drew up the 
business plan that turned 
the one-time caterer into a 
household name. Patrick 
ran  Stewart’s company  in 
2004 after the decorating 
icon was  sentenced to fi ve 
months  in prison for lying 
to detectives investigating 

claims that she had dabbled 
in insider trading. 

Martha Stewart’s Living 
boasted a magazine circula-
tion of more than two mil-
lion in 2011. 

Once Nazareth High 
School reached its fundrais-

ing goal, the Diocese gave its 
new principal four years to 
show that it could be solvent, 
Robert said.

The remarkable turn-
around furthered  the Cin-
derella story  surrounding 
the small school, where 98 
percent of its student body 
graduates and 96 percent of 
its graduates attend college.

The school counts actor 
William Forsythe and for-
mer Knicks player Stewart 
Granger among its alumni.

Teachers and students 
staged a walkathon, held a 
bake sale, and sold T-shirts, 
but raised a little over 
$200,000   before Patrick’s do-
nation, according to the New 
York Post.

Councilman Jumaane 
Williams (D–Flatbush) said 
he was impressed with how 
the community joined to-
gether to save the school.

“For the many who 
thought its closure was en-
sured, this is proof positive 
of the power people possess 
when they band together 
and are committed to the 
right cause,” he said.

After the six week roller-
coaster ride where they didn’t 
know if the school would be 
open in September, Nazareth 
teachers say they’re glad 
they can fi nally focus on edu-
cating students.

“It’s been very stressful,” 
said Monique Fisher, a math 
teacher at the school and a 
1982 graduate. “Now I can fi -
nally go back to teaching.”

Martha Stewart’s former CEO pulls embattled school back from the brink
NAZARETH IS SAVED

RESCUED: Nazareth High School 
in Flatbush will not close thanks 
to a last-minute donation, so 
Lament Fraser (right), who will 
graduate this year, won’t be 
a member of the last senior 
class, and its girls’ basketball 
team, led by Brianna Sidney (far 
right), will play again.
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Yet the Comptroller’s 
offi ce said that Parks De-
partment offi cials were 
the ones who goofed. 

The agency was sup-
posed to hold a citywide 
bid search for a qualifi ed 
crew to install the project’s 
highly-technical heating, 
ventilation and air con-
ditioning system, but de-
cided to give the job to T. 
Moriarty and Sons, one of 
the construction crews al-

ready working on the proj-
ect, the spokesman said.

 The Comptroller’s Of-
fi ce blocked the project’s 
funding until a proper bid-
ding process could begin, 
the spokesman said.

Jeffrey admitted his 
agency’s mistake to mem-
bers of the Marine Park 
Civic Association last 
week.

“There’s fi ne language 
that indicates we should 
have gone to bid instead of 
assigning the work to an 
existing contractor,” Jef-
frey said. “One of the chal-

lenges with going to bid is 
the length of the process. 
It would throw us back an-
other six to nine months, 
but we already have Mo-
riarty down there on site 
and he was proven to be a 
very qualifi ed contractor.”

Jefferies told Associa-
tion members that he ex-
pects work on the com-
munity center to resume 
in May. 

The six months of work 
left on the project should 
be completed sometime in 
November, he said.

Community leaders 

were surprised that the 
city was taking so long 
— and spending so much 
money — to create a one 
story building that’s es-
sentially a community 
room with a toilet 

“At this moment we 
don’t have any faith,” said 
Barusso. “We hope that 
Commissioner Jeffrey 
has the know-how to get it 
done. But I don’t have faith 
in Parks. 

“If May comes and we 
see work being done then 
our faith will be restored. 
If not, I don’t think there 

will be any faith left.”
Others scoffed at the 

project’s hefty price tag.
“The building is in the 

neighborhood of $5,000 per 
usable square foot,” said 
community activist John 
Manzola. 

“The cost of building 
a skyscraper in Manhat-
tan would be cheaper per 
square foot and, in this 
case, we didn’t have to buy 
the land!” 

“Who’s watching the 
money?” he asked. 

“Fidler gets the money, 
drops it into the Parks De-

partment’s lap, and the de-
partment just lets it ride. 
Nobody’s watching proce-
dure,” he said.

There have been no 
working bathrooms in Ma-
rine Park since the project 
began in 2008 — forcing 
park-“goers” to use toi-
let trailers brought to the 
park.

The project will be 
named for beloved civic 
leader Carmine Carro, a 
former civic leader who 
had pushed for a new park 
house before his death in 
2005.

Continued from cover
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BY DANIEL BUSH
Cleaning up Brooklyn 

was all in a day’s work.
More than 100 young-

sters joined Assemblyman 
William Colton (D–Benson-
hurst) on April 21 to sweep 
up 86th Street between 18th 
and 23rd avenues, and re-
move garbage from a trash-
strewn stretch of 18th Av-
enue between Bath Avenue 
and 82nd Street.

Students from several 
neighborhood groups, 
including the Midwood 
High School Environmen-
tal Club, Youth Action 
Team, Our Lady of Grace 
Boy Scouts Troop, and the 
United Chinese Associa-
tion of Brooklyn pitched in 
to help Colton beautify the 
neighborhood.

“I continue to be proud 
and amazed by the commit-

ment of our neighborhood’s 
young people,” said Colton, 
who’s organized similar 
cleanups on Kings Highway 
and Avenue U. “They un-
derstand that keeping our 
neighborhood clean keeps 
our quality of life great.” 

The city supplied shov-
els, rakes, and gloves to 
participants who sacrifi ced 
their Saturday morning to 
scoop up cigarette butts, 

bottles, plastic wrappers, 
and other debris from bus 
stops and gutters.

“That’s what happens 
when people litter,” said 
Steve Chung, the president 
of the United Chinese Asso-
ciation. 

“The kids learned that if 
you don’t get together and 
clean up you end up living 
in a dirty environment. No-
body wants that.”

THE RIGHT TOOLS: (Above) Paul Leung wielded a broom at the 
spring cleaning. (Center) A teenage sweeping squad charges down 
18th Avenue. (Right) Kiddies chip in. Photos by Steve Solomonson

Kids help spruce up Bensonhurst
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Parishioners of Saint 

Anselm’s Church raised 
a little hell on April 20 as 
they danced and dined 
the night away while 
marking their beloved 
congregation’s 90th 
birthday.

More than 300 con-
gregants kicked up their 
heels at Gargiulo’s Res-
taurant on West 15th 
Street in Coney Island 
to commemorate the 
milestone, as well as the 
60th anniversary of St. 
Anselm’s church build-
ing, which sits on 82nd 
Street between Third 
and Fourth avenues. 

The dinner dance 
capped off a year of cel-
ebration at the church 
that included retreats 
and special events, said 
Monsignor John Malo-
ney, the church’s pastor.

“It was a time to cel-
ebrate what the parish 
has been and where the 
parish is going,” Malo-
ney said.

And the congrega-
tion’s come a long way: 
worshippers banded to-
gether in 1922, but only 
had enough money to 
build the school build-
ing. Congregants held 
services inside the 
school until they could 
save up enough money to 
build the church build-
ing in 1953.

Besides honoring St. 
Anselm’s storied his-
tory in the neighbor-
hood, three parishioners 
were also celebrated for 
their contributions to 
the church: Third Av-
enue Merchants presi-
dent Robert Howe, who 
received an award for 
community service, 
Saint Anselm’s science 
teacher Eileen Downey, 
who took home an edu-
cation award, and Pas-
toral Planning Council 
Co-Founder Lynn Sav-
age, who earned the par-
ish service award.

Howe humbly ac-

Revelers raise cash at birthday bash

PRAISE THE LORD: (Above) Saint 
Anselm’s parishioner Barbara Cir-
ruzzo dances her heart out at 
Gargiulo’s during the church’s 
90th birthday bash.  (Right) Bob 
Howe shows off his Commu-
nity Service Award while (below) 
Lynn Savage receives her reward 
for her service to the church.                                                                                      
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

St. Anselm’s Church 
celebrates 90 years

cepted the honor, but said the 
congregation should receive 
all the praise. 

“Saint Anselm’s deserves 

the credit for being a vital 
institution and an essential 
component in Bay Ridge life,” 
he said. 
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BY DANIEL BUSH
The Democratic primary 

between Assemblyman 
Hakeem Jeffries (D–Fort 
Greene) and Councilman 
Charles Barron (D–Canar-
sie) could come down to vot-
ers living in Coney Island, 
Brighton Beach, Marine 
Park, and Bergen Beach — 
conservative neighborhoods 
that were added to the ex-
pansive Central Brooklyn 
district last month.

Political insiders say the 
candidates battling to re-
place Rep. Ed Towns, who 
 announced his retirement   
earlier this month after 
nearly 30 years in Congress, 
are expected to carry their 
home turfs and run compet-
itive campaigns in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, but whoever 
picks up more votes in these 
mostly white, right-leaning 
portion Southern Brooklyn 
neighborhoods could win 
the race.

“Southern Brooklyn is 
going to make the difference 
in this election,” Canarsie 
District Leader Frank Sed-
dio said.

Neither black candi-
date is known in Southern 
Brooklyn, where Democrats 
tend to vote more conserva-
tively than elsewhere in the 
borough. 

When borough congres-
sional maps were redrawn 
last month as part of the 
decennial redistricting pro-
cess, Towns received neigh-

borhoods once represented 
by Reps. Bob Turner and An-
thony Weiner, who  stepped 
down in disgrace following 
a sexting scandal . Weiner’s 
former district, which in-
cludes Bergen Beach and 
Marine Park, is mostly Dem-
ocratic, but tends to vote Re-
publican. 

In 2010, Rep. Jerrold Na-
dler — whose district in-
cludes a swath of real estate 
that stretches from the Up-
per West Side to Seagate and 
Brighton Beach — neighbor-
hoods Jeffries and Barron 
are now fi ghting for — lost 
those communities to his 
Republican opponent Susan 
Kone. Kone won 60 percent 
of the ballots cast in the 

area — and also triumphed 
in the assembly district that 
includes Manhattan Beach. 
Nadler was still victorious, 
however, gaining steam in 
the northern parts of his 
district.

Jeffries, a Crown Heights 
native, said he’s focused on 
winning over swing voters 
in Southern Brooklyn’s “bat-
tleground communities.”

“I’ve spent an increas-
ingly signifi cant amount of 
time in the southern portion 
of the district,” Jeffries said.

The Thomas Jefferson 
Democratic Club, Council-
man Domenic Recchia (D-
Coney Island), and other 
elected offi cials are already 
lining up behind the more 
moderate Jeffries, who they 
say is a better fi t for the dis-
trict than Barron — a bom-
bastic orator known for his 
controversial speeches on 
race and Israel.

Barron down-played Jef-
fries endorsements, and says 
he often fi ghts for neighbor-
hoods such as Coney Island.

“This is not my fi rst time 
in Coney Island — I’ve been 
out there before,” said Bar-
ron, who  voted against the 
city’s rezoning of the Peo-
ple’s Playground in 2009 . 

“I don’t need to come up 
with some slick way to get 
votes. I just have to present 
myself to these communi-
ties, he said.”

But Seddio said Barron’s 
popularity in Brownsville 

might not translate in Ber-
gen Beach.

“If he’s planning to 
change his rhetoric I don’t 
think that anybody’s go-
ing to be fooled,” said Sed-
dio, who’s backing Jeffries. 
“Charles has made many, 
many remarks over the 
years that people consider 
offensive. I don’t think he 
can get around that.”

Barron nearly beat Towns 
in a three-way primary in 
2006, thanks to a strong show-
ing in Central Brooklyn. But 
he only captured a paltry 31 
percent of the vote in Demo-
crat Assemblyman Alan Mai-
sel’s district, which includes 
Marine Park, Mill Basin and 
Bergen Beach.

Barron raised $132,000 
for the 2006 campaign. This 
time around he’s only raised 
$42,089, according to cam-
paign fi nance records.

Jeffries hauled in $237,587 
in the last three months, and 
has just under $400,000 cash 
on hand.

Political analysts said 
the Fort Greene pol’s fund-
raising advantage makes 
him the odds-on favorite in 
the June 26 primary.

“Barron has the popu-
list argument and Jeffries 
has the money,” said Hank 
Sheinkopf, who worked for 
Towns before the veteran 
lawmaker announced he 
would not seek reelection. 
“You have to give Jeffries 
the edge.”

Longtime Rep. Ed Towns’s  decision to retire  
after nearly 30 years cleared the way for a Demo-
cratic showdown between Assemblyman Hakeem 
Jeffries (D–Fort Greene) and Councilman Charles 
Barron (D–Canarsie). Both men are expected to do 
well in their home neighborhoods, meaning the 
race could be decided by voters in Southern Brook-
lyn, which was added to the district this spring. 
For anyone playing catchup, here’s a quick primer 
on the candidates, and their thoughts on Walmart, 
which wants to open in East New York, a key issue 
in the campaign.  – Daniel Bush

Hakeem Jeffries
From: Crown Heights
High school and college: Mid-

wood High School, SUNY Bingham-
ton, Georgetown University and New 
York University.

Job before politics: Full-time at-
torney.

Biggest gripe about Congress: Partisan 
gridlock.

Top priorities for the district: Creating 
housing and jobs.

Position on Walmart coming to Brooklyn: 
“I’m not convinced that Walmart is appropriate 
for [the borough] at this time.”

Charles Barron
From: Manhattan
High school and college: GED 

and the City College of New York.
Job before politics: Owned a 

leadership training company.
Biggest gripe about Congress: “We 

bailed out crooks on Wall Street, yet we don’t 
have enough money for our children to go to col-
lege, or get health care and jobs.”

Top priorities for the district: Creating in-
dustrial and manufacturing jobs.

Position on Walmart coming to Brooklyn: 
Vocal opponent of Walmart setting up shop in the 
borough.

Insiders: Right-leaning areas will make or break campaigns
WAR FOR THE SOUTHJeffries—Barron 

report card

HEADING SOUTH: Assembly-
man Hakeem Jeffries is vying to 
replace Rep. Ed Towns. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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the bill. But the building’s 
owner, Mona Gora-Fried-
man went to court in Janu-
ary 2011  demanding their 
immediate eviction .

Tenants charged that 
Gora-Friedman, who bought 
the property for $25 mil-
lion in 2005,  harassed them 
and cut off their water  in 
an attempt to force them 
out. They stopped paying 
rent during the court fi ght, 
but now must pack up their 

things and leave one of the 
few remaining artists lofts 
in a neighborhood where 
live-work spaces have been 
gradually squeezed out by 
luxury residences.

“We all live and work 
here and we cannot afford 
a workspace that is some-

where else from our live 
space,” said tenant Andrea 
Haenggi, a choreographer. 
“There aren’t really any 
live-work spaces left in New 
York.”

The decision comes as 
state Assembly members 
proposed several bills in-

tended to strengthen rental 
protections by reducing the 
amount of rent increases 
from 20 percent to 10 percent 
after vacancies. 

Tenants in the Berry 
Street building say that leg-
islators must also draft a bill 
fi xing the amended Loft Law.

“The judge’s decision 
clearly states that he did so 
because the Loft Law does 
not specifi cally tell him not 
to,” said Kimberlae Saul, 
who claims a re-worded 
piece of legislation would 
give her and other tenants a 
“slam dunk case.”

Continued from page 3

Loftless
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