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BY DANIEL BUSH
Councilman Lew Fi-

dler’s brief lead over GOP 
opponent David Storobin 
in the still-too-close-to-
call race to replace prison-
bound ex-pol Carl Kruger is 
about to disappear.

Brooklyn Supreme Court 
Judge Larry Martin or-
dered the Board of Elections 

to count 119 absentee bal-
lots Fidler (D–Marine Park) 
claimed the Storobin camp 
obtained illegally, ruling  
that there was no evidence of 
voter fraud in the March 20 
special election.

Political insiders say 
Fidler’s 87-vote lead will 
likely be eliminated and 
Storobin will surge ahead 

by approximately 30 votes 
once the city opens the con-
tested ballots — which both 
sides expect were cast for 
the Republican rookie. 

Yet Fidler spokesman Ka-
lman Yeger maintains that 
a Storobin volunteer duped 
Russian voters into support-
ing the Soviet-born lawyer 

BY AARON SHORT
Councilman Steve Levin has 

drafted legislation that could end 
the War on Brunch and save out-
door dining on Sunday mornings, 
this newspaper has learned. 

Levin’s bill, which he submit-
ted to city council on Monday, 

would change a 
30-year-old city 

law that prohib-
its cafes from 
serving cus-
tomers food and 
drink on side-

walk cafes before 
noon on Sundays, 

aligning city code 
with state laws that 

permit outdoor brunching 
as early as 8 am.

“The legislation is in the very 
early stages,” said Levin (D-
Greenpoint). “I am still listening 
to all the stakeholders, including 
the brunching community, the re-
ligious community, and the reli-
gious brunching community.”

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Discount chain Century 

21 will become the fi rst new 
department store on the 
Fulton Mall in nearly 90 
years when it sets up shop 
in a massive space at the 
planned City Point develop-
ment in 2015.

The seller of last season’s 
designer goods will take up 

most of the fi rst, second, 
and third fl oors of a DeKalb 
Avenue building and the 
third and fourth fl oors of 
a planned structure on Al-
bee Square — bringing new 
life to a shopping strip that 
boasted a half-dozen depart-
ment stores during its hey-
day in the 1950s, said project 

Continued on Page 16

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 11

Downtown hot-spots 
heading to the beach

BY DANIEL BUSH
The People’s Playground 

is fast becoming Down-
town’s dining room.

The city’s push to up-
grade the Coney Island 
Boardwalk is well under-
way — and Brownstone 
Brooklyn businesses are 
leading the charge.

Popular Park Slope eat-
ery Zito’s Sandwich Shoppe 
will open a gourmet hoagie 
hub on Jones Walk near 
Luna Park, becoming the 
latest in a growing list of 
Downtown restaurants re-
placing game booths and 
Boardwalk bars that em-
braced Coney Island’s 
honky-tonk charm for de-
cades.

Zito’s co-owner Marcello 
Bucca said he decided to in-

vest in Coney Island after 
Tom’s Restaurant in Pros-
pect Heights and Grimaldi’s 
Pizzeria in DUMBO snapped 
up properties in the amuse-
ment area — which the city 
wants to transform into an 
upscale, year-round tourist 
destination.

“The fact that Grimaldi’s 
and Tom’s are making big-
money moves proves that 
it’s the beginning of a re-
naissance in Coney Island,” 
said Bucca, a Bensonhurst 
native. “New people are 
coming in. We’re banking 
that the area’s changing.”

Bucca’s also hoping that 
Coney Island beach-goers 
will be willing to pay Down-
town prices: Zito’s will 
offer a Six Point braised 

Continued on Page 10
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LEW-SOR?: Lew Fidler.

HIPSTER HEROES: Zito’s Sandwich Shoppe owners Enzo Conigliaro and Marcello Bucca are 
opening an outpost of the popular Park Slope deli in Coney Island this summer — joining two 
other Downtown eateries on the beach. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

D’town’s ‘21’ club Second Fidler: Lew falls back

New law 
will end 
‘War on 
Brunch’

BROWNSTONE EATS 
FOR CONEY FREAKS
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Five Star Luxury • First Class Care • Affordably Yours
2900 Bragg Street, Brooklyn, New York 11235 (off Emmons Avenue) 

718-891-8400 •  Fax 718-568-3383

admissions@thewaterfordonthebay.com

www.TheWaterfordOnTheBay.com

Spirited Senior
Living in the 

company of friends 
on Brooklyn's premier waterfront.

LUSCIOUS DINING
LUXURIOUS LIVING
LOVELY VIEWS

. . . and we do all the cooking, 
cleaning and laundry!

With amenities 
like that, who needs 
an apartment? 

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE
for veterans and spouses of 
veterans, call for more info.  
Must provide proof of service.

JOIN US FOR A
COMPLIMENTARY
LUNCH & TOUR!

1-866-769-1006

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
A diehard parking vigi-

lante is trying to rid Park 
Slope of spot-hogging driv-
ers — one homemade “cita-
tion” at a time.

A slew of motorists near 
Prospect Park West discov-
ered two-page notes on their 
windshields last week, call-
ing them out for disrupting 
the unspoken code of the 
street by leaving un-park-
able half-spaces in front of 
and behind their cars.

“Your excessive use of 
parking space may or may 
not have been your fault,” 
the fl ier declares. “But leav-
ing more space than neces-
sary can deprive another 
driver of a parking spot.”

The detailed — but to-
tally unoffi cial — citations 
have prompted strong re-
actions from Park Slopers 
who loathe, love, and are 
laughing at the Dirty Harry 
of the parking world.

“It’s a bit over the top, 
but it’s true that people 
park very sloppily,” said 
Park Slope resident Carl 
Makower.

Other drivers cheered 
the notes, saying they pin-
point a headache-inducing 
phenomena they’ve noticed 
for months.

“Parking is rough,” said 
Vick Narain, a doorman on 
Prospect Park West. “Dur-
ing the day, you’re driving 
around for half an hour or 
45 minutes just to look for a 
space.”

The bold-typed notes 
come weeks after neighbors 
complained about  a secret 
spot-saving “parking ring,”  

in which doormen at posh 
Prospect Park West build-
ings allegedly save parking 
spaces for paying tenants 
by intentionally taking up a 
spot and a half — then later 
inch cars forward to make 
room for other residents’ 
vehicles.

The car crusader blames 
the Prospect Park West 
bike lane for making park-
ing tighter in the neigh-

borhood, claiming the  con-
troversial  two-way cycling 
path snatched up “numer-
ous” spaces. (The city re-
moved 22 spaces to install 
the 19-block long path).

But some cyclists 
bashed the fliers, saying 
they wrongly pin blame 
on the much-used strip of 
green paint.

“This person seems to 
continue the fantasy of as-
cribing the neighborhood’s 
problems to the bike path,” 
said lane supporter Eric 
McClure. “It’s not true.”

The fl iers also declare 
that “free on-street park-
ing is a precious public re-
source” — a declaration 
that some neighbors joked 
compares parking to drink-
ing water or clean air.

— with Ben Lockhart

Passive-aggressive notes 
for ‘bad’ parkers in Slope

FINE PRINT: Parking on Pros-
pect Park West? Someone is 
watching you — and telling you 
when you are doing something 
wrong (left).

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Eight-time Grammy award-winning 

superstar and Brooklyn legend Barbra 
Streisand will play a homecoming show at 
Barclays Center this fall, the Funny Girl an-
nounced on Wednesday.

The showbiz legend — who grew up in 
Williamsburg and East Flatbush — will 
grace the stage on Oct. 11 in her fi rst-ever 
Brooklyn performance.

“I guess you can come home again,” 
Streisand said in a statement. “I’m so glad I 

came from Brooklyn — it’s down to earth.”
Streisand said she has fond memories 

of Brooklyn, especially Erasmus Hall High 
School and Prospect Park, for which she 
still has a soft spot.

Politicians and elected offi cials touted 
the entertainment goddess’s arrival as yet 
another sign the borough has arrived, too.

“I’m thrilled that all of America will be 
celebrating one of Brooklyn’s greatest contri-
butions to the world of music,” said Borough 
President Marty Markowitz.

Babs: I’m coming home
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Michael and Lily Faith of Brooklyn Heights hit the streets for the Five Boro Bike Tour last Sunday.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Free-wheeling family

BY COLIN MIXSON
Disgraced pol Carl 

Kruger wants to serve his 
seven-year sentence for 
corruption in Otisville, 
NY — for religious rea-
sons.

Manhattan Federal 
Court Judge Jed Rakoff 
has forwarded a request 
sent by Kruger’s lawyer, 
Benjamin Brafman, to the 
Bureau of Prisons asking 
that the former state sena-
tor be sent to Otisville so 
he could have access to 
kosher food, the New York 
Post reported. 

The Bureau of Prisons 
— which is not required 
to follow the judge’s rec-
ommendation — declined 
to comment on whether it 
would ship Kruger, who 
is Jewish, to Otisville, 
which Forbes magazine 
called one of America’s 
“10 Cushiest Prisons.”

A spokesman for the 
Bureau of Prisons did say 
that the federal depart-
ment tries to comply with 
the judge’s recommenda-
tion when possible.

If Kruger does end up 
serving his time in Otis-
ville, he’ll be doing it with 
his favorite accomplice — 
and suspected boyfriend 
— Michael Turano.

Robert Katzberg, Tura-
no’s lawyer, said the pri-
mary purpose to ship the 
disgraced gynecologist 
upstate was so his mother, 
74-year-old Dorothy 
Turano, could visit her 
son more easily — Otis-
ville is only about 70 miles 
northwest of the city.

“It is our hope that if 
the Bureau of Prisons des-
ignates Carl Kruger and 
Michael Turano to that 
facility, Mrs. Turano will 
only have to travel to one 
prison to visit both,” Katz-
berg said, according to the 
Post.

Rakoff sentenced Kru-
ger to seven years in 
prison on April 26, claim-
ing that the pol’s scheme 
to accept close to $1 mil-
lion in bribes was a “dag-
ger into the heart of good 
government.”

Turano received two 
years in prison for his role 
in the political corruption 
scandal.

A choked-up Kruger, 
 who pleaded guilty to ac-
cepting payoffs from deep-
pocketed lobbyists , told 
Manhattan federal court 
Judge Jed Rakoff that he’d 
learned his lesson.

“My actions will for-
ever overshadow what-
ever legacy I intended to 
achieve,” he said. “My 
sentencing hasn’t begun, 
but my punishment is well 
underway.”

Both Kruger and Mi-
chael Turano were able 
to leave court free men: 
their prison sentences 
are scheduled to begin on 
June 26.

Federal prosecutors 
said Kruger used his bribes 
to fi nance a lavish lifestyle 
that included a super lux-
ury English-made Bentley 
automobile and the garish 
seaside mansion on Mill 
Island he shares with the 
Turano family.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Ex-state Sen. Carl Kruger says he wants 
to go to a cushy upstate prison because it has a kosher menu.
 Photo by Tom Callan

Carl seeks to do 
time in kosher jail

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Now you can have all of 

the fun of retirement with-
out giving up your job. 

A massive, kitschy-cool 
shuffl eboard club inspired 
by Florida’s senior scene 
is coming to Gowanus — 
and it’s one more sign that 
Brooklyn’s dyed-and-tatted 
hip youngsters love geezer 
games as much as actual 
old people.

Ashley Albert and Jona-
than Schnapp plan to open 
a grocery-store sized club 
called the Royal Palms, fea-
turing regulation-size shuf-
fl eboard courts and a full 
bar in a re-purposed Gow-
anus space with an undeni-
ably geriatric vibe: there’ll 
be lounge music, bingo, and 
even episodes of “The Love 
Boat” on TV.  

“We want it to feel like a 
Florida hotel from the ’70s,” 

said Albert. “It’s a fun vin-
tage thing for 20-and-30-
somethings to try.”

Sure, hipsters have been 
ripping off elderly people 
for years — with their han-

dlebar mustaches, vinyl re-
cord collections, and love 
for pickling their own vege-
tables — but the phenomena 
is best illustrated by Brook-
lyn’s grandparent-approved 
nightlife offerings, bar own-
ers say.

Underground Rebel 
Bingo Club holds  secretive 
bingo-centric booze-fests , 
complete with sexy dancing 
across the borough.  Abilene  
in Carroll Gardens serves 
craft beer alongside games 
of Backgammon and Scrab-
ble. And Union Hall in Park 
Slope and Floyd in Brooklyn 
Heights have bocce scenes 
that could win over many 
Bensonhurst grandpas.

That’s part of why 
Abilene owner Mike O’Neil 
said he likes to offer up bar-
side games such as Yahtzee 
that many patrons remem-

Shuffl eboard bar will let you party like your grandpa

Continued on Page 7

LET THE OLD TIMES ROLL: Who says senior citizen sports aren’t 
cool? Not shuffl eboard-loving entrepreneurs Jonathan Schnapp 
and Ashley Albert.

ALL ABOARD!
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Call for an appointment

Hours of Operation: 

Tuesdays 5:30pm - 9pm 

& Saturdays 9:30am - 1pm

www.PedicuriaFootCare.com

Call toll free: (877)354-3297 or (718) 304-6272

135 North 9th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11249

TIRED OF HIDING YOUR FEET?

We Offer a
Laser Toenail-Fungus 

Treatment
For Both Feet

Only $299
for up to 2 treatments!

(a value of $1,200)

We Offer a
For a limited time only

Get your feet 
ready for the summer!

Pedicuria Cosmetic Foot Care

www.zplasty.com | Credit Cards Accepted | Care Credit Available

M. Zakir Sabry MD, PC
Board Certified | Aesthestic & Reconstructive Plastic Surgeon

Medispa
Plastic Surgery Center

&
Offering Upper East Side services to Brooklyn

$ 7 5  o f f  H y d r a f a c i a l

NEW!
“LOSE INCHES”

A non-invasive procedure to reduce 
fat and sculpt 

your body. No needles, 
syringes or scalpel and 

NO downtime!

coolsculpting TM

$100.00 OFF
when you mention this ad

936 Fifth Avenue, Office 2
New York, NY 10021

459 77th Street | Bklyn, NY 11209
718.238.7400

2800 Marcus Avenue, Suite
Lake Success, NY 11042

Mother’s Day Gift Certificates & 
Skin Products Available

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The Brooklyn Memorial 

Day Parade — a 145-year-old 
cavalcade honoring fallen 
American soldiers — is 
running thin on veterans, 
according to worried orga-
nizers who fear the nation’s 
oldest, continuously run 
Memorial Day procession 
will come to a halt if new 
vets don’t join the march.

“The World War II veter-
ans are virtually gone,” said 
parade committee spokes-
man Anthony Giovinco, 
adding that the Greatest 
Generation’s threadbare le-
gions have traveled mostly 
in motorcades in recent 
processions.

Giovinco, 65, a Vietnam 
vet, said he issued a bugle 
call to Iraq and Afghani-
stan veterans, but he’s only 
recruited a handful of sol-
diers from those confl icts 

for the May 28 jaunt.
“We don’t understand 

why,” Giovinco said.
Parade vice chair-

man Ray Aalbue, another 
Nam-era vet, said he wants 
younger veterans to attend 
because he wants to recog-
nize their volunteerism and 
heroism.

“We want to have a spe-
cial announcement for them 
when they come up because 
they chose to go overseas,” 
he said.

But different wars cre-
ate different warriors, ex-
plained Jason Hansman, 
who served as a Civil Af-
fairs Specialist in Iraq, 
and is now a spokesman 
for the Iraq and Afghani-
stan Veterans of America. 
The Brooklyn Memorial 
Day committee, asked the 
Manhattan-based group 
to pad its roster of uni-

formed soldiers.
“Because there was no 

draft, the population of Iraq 
and Afghanistan veterans 
is less than one percent of 
the population,” said Hans-
man, claiming that today’s 
soldiers are less likely to 
get involved with local vet-
erans’ groups because they 
don’t have neighbors who 
served with them. “They’re 
mostly from rural areas 
and towns with military 
bases in the south and Mid-
west. Today’s veterans tend 
to meet up online.”

Hansman said his group 
connected with vets in cy-
berspace to get more of them 
to participate in Memorial 
Day marches, primarily the 
one held in Arlington, Vir-
ginia — which Hansman 
himself plans to attend over 
the Brooklyn one.

Fort Hamilton Staff Sgt. 

Jose Minaya, who served 
in Afghanistan and said he 
would be happy to attend 
the Brooklyn parade if ap-
proached by the committee, 
blamed changing values 
for the disinterest among 
younger soldiers.

“The military used to 
be like a church, a subcul-

ture, now it’s part of the 
larger culture,” said the sol-
dier, who served in the Air 
Force in the early 1980s, 
and signed up for the Army 
after 9-11. “This is a genera-
tion of me, myself, and I — 
honor, loyalty, love of coun-
try, these things don’t mean 
anything any more.”

The 145th Annual Kings 
County Memorial Day Pa-
rade will kick off from Coun-
cilman Vincent Gentile’s dis-
trict offi ce [8703 Third Ave. 
between 87th and 88th streets 
in Bay Ridge, (917) 873–1508] 
May 28 at 11 am.  Visit www.
brooklynm emorialdaypa-
rade.com.

LOCAL HEROES: The Brooklyn Memorial Day Parade — a 145-year-old cavalcade honoring fallen Ameri-
can soldiers — is running thin on veterans, according to worried members of the Kings County Memo-
rial Day Parade Committee. Courtesy Ray Aalbue

Memorial parade  
needs more troops
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Final
Weekend

SAVE AN

EXTRA 10%OFF
ALREADY DISCOUNTED PRICES!

With this coupon only. Excludes ad specials, clearance items, hot buys

and prior sales. Can’t be combined with other offers. $500 Min.

Purchase. Limit one per customer. Exp 5/14/12.

NOMONEY DOWN+ plus + INTEREST FREEFINANCINGAVAILABLESee store for details

OVER 100 RECLINERS ON DISPLAY! • NEXT DAY DELIVERY ON EVERYTHING IN STOCK!†

Final
Weekend

Ends
Monday!Ends
Monday!

$89999LEAH Full Size
Sofabed

ALL LEATHER ON SALE
SAVE 

HUNDREDS!
Featuring Reclining Sofas,

Loveseats and More

ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
150 Sunrise Hwy
516-766-0910

CARLE PLACE
265 Glen Cove Rd.
516-248-2323

FARMINGDALE
1644 Route 110
631-845-4790

SETAUKET
4016 Nesconset Hwy. (Rte 347)
631-642-3240

ALL STORES OPEN: Monday– Saturday 10am-9pm (RVC 10am-6pm), Sunday 11am-6pm

1-800-RECLINER          WWW.LAZBOY.COM/LONGISLAND-NYC

The BEST & LARGEST DISPLAY of La-Z-Boy Furniture in the Metro Area!

Photos are for illustration only. Not all items in all stores. Delivery charges apply. Immediate delivery, in stock items only. †Restrictions apply. Available on in-
stock merchandise, Delivery Days Tuesday thru Saturday. Purchase must be made prior to 2 pm. May not apply to certain delivery locations. See store for details.

CONNER
Recliner

$46999
Orig. $849.99

4 Lift Chair
Styles
Available

GIVES YOU 
AN EXTRA BOOST!

14 Styles 
to Choose! 

CHARLOTTE
Recliner

$49999
Orig. $869.99

SAVE 
$370

SAVE 
$380

“Come in and feel the difference.”

PINNACLE
Leather
Match
Chaise
Recliner

$79999
Orig. $1029.99

SAVE 
$230

ANDERSON Recliner

$3993999999$39999 $

$49999

$99999TREVOR Reclining Sofa
Orig. $1579.99

SAVE 
$580

Hey Brooklyn... We’re Closer Than You Think!
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BY AARON SHORT
A plan to build a park at 

the edge of Newtown Creek 
is stalled because the De-
partment of Transportation 
won’t make room for the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority, sources say.

The city will not trans-
form a Greenpoint lot into 
a park because the Depart-
ment of Transportation 
will not allow the MTA to 
relocate emergency vehi-
cles from the Commercial 
Street plot to a city-owned 
site under the Williams-
burg Bridge, mayoral offi -
cials told community lead-
ers last week.

Negotiations between 
the agencies unravelled 
one year after the city and 
the MTA struck  a tenta-
tive agreement  to transfer 
a fl eet of buses to a lot in 
Queens and move transit 
emergency vehicles under 
the bridge at Kent Avenue 
and S. Sixth Street — a 
switcheroo that would free 
up the Greenpoint space for 
public use. 

But several sources 
claim the Department of 
Transportation won’t al-
low MTA trucks under the 
bridge because the vehicles 
contain pressurized gases. 

A Bloomberg admin-
istration offi cial said the 
Department of Transpor-
tation is reluctant to wel-
come the MTA vehicles 
due to a federal regulation 
that prohibits the storage of 
hazardous, fl ammable, and 
explosive materials under 
bridges without approval 
from a state agency, accord-
ing to an e-mail obtained by 
this newspaper.

But federal highway and 
state transportation spokes-
men say the Williamsburg 
Bridge is out of their juris-
diction since it belongs to 
the city — meaning the reg-
ulation does not apply.

A Department of Trans-
portation spokesman said 
that the agency has not 
granted the MTA permis-
sion to store any materials 
at the site, but is discussing 
the location of transit ve-

years, but  the bulk of the 
promised parkland — in-
cluding much of the sprawl-
ing Bushwick Inlet Park — 
has not materialized .

State Sen. Dan Squadron 
suggested that the city fi nd 
a way to cut through the 
red tape by giving the MTA 
a waiver would allow its 
vehicles to park under the 
Williamsburg Bridge, po-
tentially letting the eagerly 
awaited Commercial Street 
park to move forward.

“I’ve long believed that 
bureaucratic hurdles and 
other challenges can be 
overcome with suffi cient 
creativity and commit-
ment,” Squadron said. 
“Where there’s a will, 
there’s a way.”

But Greenpoint activ-
ist Laura Hofmann claims 
the stalled plan is an in-
sult to North Brooklyn — 
and says residents of the 
park-starved communities 
should consider suing the 
city.

“The city’s reneging 
of its rezoning promises 
makes the mayor look like 
a royal jackass,” said Hof-
mann. “The community 
should be raising holy 
hell.”

hicles with the transporta-
tion authority.

Calls made to the May-
or’s Offi ce were not re-
turned, and the MTA, for 
its part, says it’s ready to 
leave Greenpoint once it 
has a new place to park its 
vehicles.

“We stand ready to move 
out of 65 Commercial St. as 
soon as the city identifi es 
an appropriate replacement 
site that is ready to be occu-
pied,” said MTA spokesman 
Aaron Donovan.

The setback in the long-
awaited park plan infuri-
ated Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Greenpoint), who 
blamed the Bloomberg ad-
ministration for the latest 
open space debacle since the 
city’s 2005 promise to build 
a series of parks in North 
Brooklyn in exchange for 
allowing high-rise develop-
ment along the waterfront.

“Our neighborhood 
was promised a park at 65 
Commercial St. and seven 
years later, this adminis-
tration continues to jerk us 
around,” said Levin.

Thousands of units of 
housing have sprouted 
along the Williamsburg wa-
terfront over the past six 

CARS WITH A VIEW: Red tape has kept the MTA from clearing out 
of this parking lot, which is slated to become a park. 

Parking stalls 
G’point parkland
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Store Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri, 7:30am to 5pm & Thurs, 7:30am to 7pm

You’ll run out of room before you run out of options.
Andersen® windows come in styles, shapes and sizes to fi t any purpose and every personality. With natural wood 
interiors, low-maintenance exteriors and a host of elegant options, it’s no wonder professional builders and 
remodelers choose Andersen windows more often than any other brand.

Visit our showroom today to see the complete line of energy-effi cient 
Andersen windows and doors.

BY AARON SHORT
A group of Williamsburg 

park-goers are searing mad 
about controversial grills 
installed in Cooper Park 
last Sunday — and they’re 
burning up over the fact 
that the city may put nine 
more cooking stations in 
the green space.

More than 60 outdoor 
cooking opponents packed 
a Community Board 1 meet-
ing on Monday, demanding 
the city remove eight new 
grills and six picnic tables 
from the northeast corner 
of the Maspeth Avenue park 
and halt a pilot program 
that could bring additional 
barbecue spots to the park 
in 2013.

Critics fear the grills 
will lead to pollution and 
violence.

“We’re scared — I’m 
sure there’s going to be bar-
becuing and possibly fi ght-
ing,” said Williamsburg 
resident Belinda Yee, who 

claims the neighborhood 
is already bracing for peak 
grilling season. “On Me-
morial Day, they’re going 
to barbecue all day and all 
night, there’s going to be a 
lot more noise, smoke, and 
liquor, and we’re worried 
about the aftermath.”

Parks Department offi -

cials and the staff of Coun-
cilwoman Diana Reyna 
(D–Williamsburg) — who 
sponsored the barbecue sta-
tions as the fi rst phase of  an 
extensive $2.6-million reno-
vation plan  — refused to 
budge on the outdoor cook-
ing facilities, but promised 
police would beef up patrols 
in the park this summer to 
keep the peace.

Pro-barbecuing Wil-
liamsburg neighbors, in-
cluding many residents of 
a nearby public housing de-
velopment that lobbied for 
grills at community meet-
ings last year, celebrated 
their arrival.

“This is something we 
were looking forward to 
for a long time, and the fact 
that it’s now permitted in 
Cooper Park, it’s fantastic,” 
said Karen Leader. “It’s not 
just for Cooper Park Houses 
residents, it’s for our neigh-
bors as well.”

But Williamsburg hom-

eowners who live near the 
park say they don’t plan on 
cooking, and instead grilled 
the grills that  they believe 
will char a leafy corner of 
the green space . 

“[The city] is still not giv-
ing us clear answers about 
how it is going to clean up 
trash after the weekend,” 
said Williamsburg resident 
Sondra Braeutigam. “We’re 
already in an incredibly in-
dustrial area so air quality 
is already an issue and this 
is just going to add more 
stuff to the air.”

Over the next year, 
workers will renovate the 
park’s tennis, handball, and 
basketball courts, and con-
struct a skate park, a dog 
run, and volleyball courts. 
If the Parks Department 
deems the grills successful 
— and popular among resi-
dents — the city plans to in-
stall another nine cooking 
spots.

Opponents say they want 

their voices heard in future 
park planning sessions, but 
claim the existing grills are 
a safety risk that must be 
addressed immediately.

“This is just the one 
truly green part of a very 
small park where people 

can have a picnic, take a 
walk, and ride scooters,” 
said Williamsburg neigh-
bor Melissa Darling. “When 
you put a bunch of open 
fl ames and hot coals in that 
area, you make it a danger-
ous place for us.”

Neighborhood embroiled in Cooper Park grilling battle

PRO-PICNIC, ANTI-GRILL: Williamsburg families staged a peace-
ful protest against the grills in Cooper Park last Friday. 
 Photo by Ben Lockhart

FOOD FEUD: Karen Leader 
(left) and Julia Foster are 
cheering new grills installed in 
the park last week. 

W’burgers battle burgers 
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

Red beats blue in Fort Hamilton tug-of-war

TUG LIFE: (Above) Jonathan Yedin (at left), Councilman Vincent 
Gentile, and their fellow Dems pull as hard as they can, but ulti-
mately fell to the GOP team, seen victorious below.  
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham

GOP wins battle 
of the brawny

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The elephants crushed 

the donkeys again this year 
in a literal political tug-of-
war at Fort Hamilton on 
May 6.

The two sides — led 
by bitter rivals state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R–Bay 
Ridge) and Councilman 
Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge), respectively — lined 
up along a rope and pulled 
for the second annual event 
at the Bay Ridge Commu-
nity Council Picnic, which 
also featured an antique car 
show, volleyball, and horse-
shoe-tossing. The Dems 
hoped to avenge their loss 
at last year’s festivities and 
capture the newly-minted 
Vincent Kassenbrock Tro-
phy, named after one of the 
founders of the Council that 
has been a leading civic 
group in the neighborhood 
for 60 years.

Gentile’s team struggled 
valiantly despite being out-
numbered 10 to eight, but 
ultimately fell to the over-
whelming force of Golden 
and his Republican allies. 

Golden spokesman John 
Quaglione said the trophy 
will soon be on display in 
the senator’s offi ce, and 
added that he’s hoping the 
Republican triumph will 
carry into November.

“Republicans have been 
picking up election vic-
tories all through South 
Brooklyn. We hope win-
ning the tug-of-war marks 
the start of a good year for 

the Republican Party,” he 
said.

Gentile, possibly still 

soaking his rope-burned 
hands, could not be reached 
for comment. 

ber from their Bubbe’s 
place. They’re simple, they 
go well with booze, and 
they help shy drinkers bust 
through awkward silences, 
he said.

“Sometimes you run 
out of things to say,” O’Neil 
said. “They don’t take too 
much thought — and they 

remind you of the past.”
He added games also 

have nostalgic value, which 
is part of the shuffl eboard 
appeal, too, Albert said.

Her club, which was 
 fi rst reported by the blog 
Gothamist , will also serve 
key lime-fl avored cocktails, 
boast a dozen regulation-
sized courts, and poten-

tially include a roof deck by 
next year.

She declined to say the 
exact location of the new 
venue — a fi nal leasing 
agreement is in the works 
— but she added it will 
likely be “super-affordable” 
spot to channel your inner 
snowbird.

“There’s just some-
thing kind of cool about old 
time-y activities,” she said. 
“Right?”

Continued from page 3 

Shuffl eboard party
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FREE WIFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 
718-692-1515

2256 Hendrickson Street 

(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: 
thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

REPAIRED 
PAINLESSLY

UNIVERSAL SCRAPUNIVERSAL SCRAP

FREE PICK 
UP 24/7

JUNK   
  CARS
JUNK   
  CARS

HIGHEST PRICES PAID FOR

855-377-2727

27 Stewart Ave. (Corner of Flushing Ave.) 
Brooklyn, NY 11237

CASH PAID ON SPOT

DCA# 1285138 DMV# 7106524

ANY VEHICLE
 ANY CONDITION

BY AARON SHORT
A court ruling will al-

low the cash-strapped de-
velopers behind the ailing 
Domino Sugar project to 
renegotiate with a lender — 
quashing a lawsuit by proj-
ect co-owner Isaac Katan.

The appellate court’s de-
cision last Friday affi rmed a 
Manhattan Supreme Court 
judge’s ruling to throw out 
Katan’s case against Dom-
ino partner Community 
Preservation Corporation 
Resources after he sued the 
development company in 
March  alleging fraud and 
breach of contract  in the 
group’s mortgage negotia-
tions with its backer.

Community Preserva-
tion Corporation Resources 
saluted the court’s decision 
and promised to get fi nanc-
ing  and begin the long-
stalled residential conver-
sion of the Williamsburg 
plant, which calls for bring-
ing 2,200 units of housing 
— 660 of them priced below 
market rate — to the sugar 
factory.

“Katan’s allegations had 
absolutely no merit so we 
are pleased that the judge 
agreed that Katan has no 
right to restrain us from 
making decisions on behalf 
of the project,” said Com-
munity Preservation vice 
president Susan Pollock. 
“We will continue to make 
decisions for Domino’s fu-
ture and remain committed 
to our vision for a vibrant, 
mixed-income, Williams-
burg community.”

The city approved the 
controversial proposal to 

fi led suit and implored the 
court to consider his own 
secret “white knight” inves-
tor — a backer he claimed 
could save the debt-ridden 
Domino project last month.

Pollock  told this newspa-
per in March  that her com-
pany will continue looking 
for new investors with ex-
perience building afford-
able housing and develop-
ing waterfront properties. 
A Katan spokesman said he 
is mulling legal options and 
declined further comment.

 turn the massive Southside 
factory into apartments  
two years ago, but develop-
ers have not broken ground 
on the site and a rift grew 
between the owners when 
Community Preservation 
Corporation Resources de-
faulted on a $120-million 
loan and  quietly put the 
property on sale .

Community Preserva-
tion Corporation sought to 
refi nance its mortgage while 
maintaining a smaller stake 
in the property, but Katan 

PLANT PLAN: The former Domino Sugar factory is slated to becme housing.

Sweet justice at Domino

— and slammed the court’s 
decision.

“The Storobin camp 
knows exactly what it did,” 
Yeger said. “This election 
and this count are far from 
over.”

That’s because if neither 
candidate is up by 110 votes 
after all the ballots are 
counted, the city is required 
to do a manual recount — 
an outcome that both sides 
now say is inevitable.

A Storobin spokesman 
was not immediately avail-
able for comment.

Storobin  took a 120-
vote lead on election night , 
but his margin of victory 
shrank to just three votes 
after several hundred ab-
sentee ballots and affi davits 
were counted.

Both sides contested the 
approximately 300 absentee 
ballots in court, and last 

week Fidler — who entered 
the race as the presumed 
frontrunner — surged 
ahead after most of the re-
maining votes were tallied.

But whoever wins Brook-
lyn’s version of Florida’s 
2000 Bush vs. Gore election 
 will only have a few months  
in offi ce before Kruger’s 
district disappears. 

Albany leaders approved 
new political maps that div-
vied up Kruger’s old stomp-
ing grounds between two 
borough state senators and 
a new “Super Jewish” dis-
trict that encompasses Bor-
ough Park, Midwood and 
Homecrest. The new maps 
take effect in January.

The special election 
was called after Kruger re-
signed his post and pleaded 
guilty to accepting nearly 
$1 million in bribes from 
deep-pocketed developers 
and lobbyists.

Kruger was  sentenced to 
seven years in prison  last 
week.

Continued from page 1 

Fidler
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BY DANIEL BUSH
The Parks Department 

won’t fi x a dilapidated city-
owned pier that fi shermen 
fear will crumble into the 
sea despite the fact that it 
is  transforming an empty 
lot adjacent to it into a lush 
park with sweeping water-
front views.

Fishermen who are dar-
ing enough to use the pier at 
the foot of Brigham Street 
below Emmons Avenue say 
it should be included in the 
park plan. 

“The pier’s in bad 
shape,” said Jora Vanesh-
vele, who risks life and limb 
fi shing for fl uke from the 
“L”-shaped pier.

 “They need to rebuild 
it,” he said.

Yet a Parks Department 
spokesman said fi xing up 
the pier isn’t part of the 
Brigham Street park proj-

ect — and wouldn’t provide 
further details.

A spokesman for the De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Protection, which is in 
charge of the pier’s upkeep, 
did not return calls seeking 
comment.

The entrance to the pier 
— which is adjacent to the 
proposed parkland near the 
Belt Parkway on-ramp — is  
littered with garbage, fi sh-
ermen say.

The pier’s awning is 
torn, sections of railing are 
missing, and the boards are 
littered with gaping holes.

Residents said the worn-
down walkway is a serious 
safety hazard to anyone 
who dares to traverse it.

“Somebody is going to 
fall through the planks and 
drown,” said Ed Eisenberg.

Councilman Lew Fi-
dler (D–Marine Park), who 

pushed to have the park 
built, said the pier should 
be fi xed before the $4-mil-
lion greenspace opens and 
visitors fl ock to the area. 

He’s proposing that the 
city spend up to $1 million 
to rehab the pier and add a 
fi sh-cleaning station.

“We should spruce up 
the pier and make it a lit-
tle nicer and safer because 
we’re inviting people to go 
there,” Fidler said.

In February, the Parks 
Department  revived a 20-
year-old plan  to turn the 
weed-strewn lot near Em-
mons Avenue — which is 
slightly larger than a foot-
ball fi eld — into the pub-
lic park residents have 
been demanding since the 
1990s.

Planners initially  want ed 
a 21st-century oasis  with 
high-tech equipment, but the 

fi nal design is more bare-
bones and will include noth-
ing more than grass, a few 
pathways, benches, and a 

view of Sheepshead Bay.
The park also  won’t have 

waterfront access  or bath-
rooms. 

Park offi cials said rest-
rooms could be built in the 
future for an additional $1.6 
million.

CHOPPED LIVER: The city says it won’t fi x a rotting fi shing pier at the foot of Brigham Street in Sheep-
shead Bay — even though it is transforming an empty lot adjacent to it. Photo by Steve Solomonson

City won’t fi x 
broken-down pier



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

M
AY

 13
, 2

01
2

10 Bike tour re-opens 
old wounds in Ridge

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Some 32,000 cyclists ped-

aled through the city on 
May 6, but while the free-
wheeling throng skirted 
Bay Ridge, it touched on a 
sore spot for many on both 
sides of the neighborhood’s 
two-wheeled renaissance.

The Five Boro Bike Tour 
shut down streets and high-
ways citywide, including 
the Brooklyn-bound lanes 
of the Brooklyn-Queens Ex-
pressway and the Verraza-
no-Narrows Bridge heading 
into Staten Island. Num-
bers were down 15,000 from 
last year due to a new policy 
of only letting the winners 

of a special lottery partici-
pate — a policy the city in-
stituted after a glut of riders 
choked up the Expressway 
in 2011.

Bay Ridge bike-lover Bob 
Cassara — who didn’t get 
to join his cycling brothers 
and sisters this year — said 
he sees bike riding as part 
of a growing trend, one that 
Ridgites should hop onto 
and enjoy the ride. 

“It shows that bike rid-
ing is something that’s here 
and here to stay in New 
York,” said Cassara. “I hope 
to see a lot more of it in Bay 
Ridge. I hope the commu-
nity board will get on board 

with this. It’s good to be on 
the forefront.”

Cassara was a mem-
ber of Community Board 
10 until Councilman Vin-
cent Gentile (D–Bay Ridge) 
kicked him off last summer 
— which inside sources said 
was because of Cassara’s 
support for a controversial 
proposed bike lane on Bay 
Ridge Parkway. 

CB10’s leading bike lane 
opponent, Allen Bortnick, 
also saw Sunday’s event as 
symbolic — but, expectedly, 
not in the same way.

“This is the equivalent 
of what the bikes are doing 
to drivers everyday,” said 

Residents at odds over issue of bicycles on streets

CONGESTION ON THE VERRAZANO: Hundreds of cyclists pedaled over the bridge during the Five 
Boro Bike Tour on May 6. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Bortnick. “They tied up 
traffi c mercilessly and took 
over major thoroughfares.”

Still, Bortnick said he’s 
willing to grant cyclists 

one Sunday a year to ride, 
as long as they stay off the 
streets the rest of the time.

But, while CB10 has con-
sistently backed up Bort-

nick’s viewpoint, Cassara 
may have the last laugh: the 
city is creating bike lanes at 
breakneck speed to meet a 
goal of 1,800 miles by 2030.

• Brooklyn Bowl: 
Who better to take over 
the Boardwalk’s his-
toric Childs Restaurant 
at W. 21st Street than 
Williamsburg’s wildly 
popular Brooklyn Bowl? 
A bowling alley-music 
venue in Coney Island 
is such a no-brainer, we 
can’t believe it hasn’t 
happened yet.

• American Apparel: 
The trendy clothing store 
has locations in Williams-
burg, Brooklyn Heights, 
Cobble Hill, and Park 
Slope. Why not expand to 
Coney Island, where hip-
sters could shop till they 
drop between rides at the 
Scream Zone? 

• Barcade: Coney Is-
land has plenty of places 
to play games, and plenty 
of places to drink beer. If 
Williamsburg’s Barcade 
opens a satellite suds 
shop near the beach, rev-
elers can do both — un-
der one roof.

• Peter Luger’s: For-
get about seafood. What 
beach-goers really want 
are the world’s best por-
terhouse steaks from 
this Williamsburg pur-
veyor. A top-shelf steak-
house with waterfront 
views could turn out 
complementing Gar-
giulo’s — the neighbor-
hood’s reigning white 
tablecloth eatery.

• Junior’s: Have a Ju-
nior’s cheesecake — then 
go throw it up during a 
ride on the Cyclone. If 
the city really wants to 
highlight Brooklyn-born 
businesses on the Board-
walk, Downtown’s most 
iconic diner needs a seat 
at the table.

• Bark Hot Dogs: Na-
than’s monopoly on the 
Coney Island’s wiener 
market has gone on for far 
too long. Bark, a popular 
food spot in Park Slope, 
would give visitors gour-
met alternatives such as 
the Bacon Cheddar Dog, 
the Bark Slamwich, and 
Smoked Brat.

 — Dan Bush

Who’s next on Coney Island
Prospect Heights eatery Tom’s Restaurant, Grimaldi’s Pizzeria in DUMBO, 
and now Zito’s Sandwich Shoppe in Park Slope all plan to open outposts in 
Coney Island this summer — proof that a Brownstone Brooklyn takeover of 
the People’s Playground has begun. But the invasion won’t be complete until 
a few more shops open new locations on the Boardwalk and Surf Avenue. 
Here are some other candidates that might want to open in Coney:

roast beef sandwich with 
marinated mushrooms and 
house-made mozzarella for 
$11, while roast beef sand-
wiches at a Coney Island 
staple — the Island Food 
Court on Stillwell Avenue 
— go for just $4.75.

Some beach-goers are 
already kicking sand at the 
upscale changes Zito’s and 
Tom’s Restaurant will bring.

“I come out here to enjoy 
the hot dogs,” said visitor 
Amy Porter. “I’m not look-
ing for a fi ve-star dining ex-
perience.”

Richie Smith agreed.
“The beach is supposed 

to belong to everybody,” 
Smith said. “It shouldn’t be 
priced out of the reach of 
the average person.”

Longtime Coney busi-
nesses also say they’re 
wary of the new eateries 
and promise to fend off the 
gourmet competition, claim-
ing that these outsider busi-
nesses won’t be raking in 
the bucks they’re expecting 
during their fi rst season on 
the sand. 

“People are investing 
big dollars now but it’ll take 
quite some time to get a re-
turn,” said Michael Sarrel, 
the owner of Ruby’s Bar, 
an amusement area staple 

who has tried to keep the 
spirit of the iconic Coney 
Island Boardwalk alive by 
rebuilding his bar out of its 
weather-worn planks.

But Dick Zigun, who 
runs Sideshows by the Sea-
shore, said the new restau-
rants should see a payoff 
once they open.

“These aren’t chains,” 
Zigun said. “These are 
quality places that are all 
Brooklyn-centric.”

Zito’s outpost will serve 
subs, potato croquettes, and 
other menu items currently 
found at its Park Slope mar-
ket, which opened on Sev-
enth Avenue near Seventh 

Street last August and boasts 
organic meets, cheeses, and 
locally-brewed beer.

The deli-sized space will 
replace Skin the Wire, one 
of the old-school Boardwalk 
game booths between Surf 
Avenue and Bowery Street 
that links Luna Park to  De-
no’s Wonder Wheel .

In November, the city 
 evicted  several longtime car-
nies and awarded the land to 
Central Amusement Inter-
national, which was tapped 
to re-make the People’s Play-
ground. One month later, 
 Central Amusements an-
nounced  that neighborhood 
businesses such as Ruby’s 

Continued from page 1 

Coney

HEADING TO THE BEACH: Jim Kotokas, owner of Tom’s Diner, will 
be opening up a satellite eatery in Coney Island this summer. 
 File photo by Robin Riskin

Bar and Paul’s Daughter 
would be allowed to remain 
on the Boardwalk, and inked 
deals to bring Tom’s Restau-
rant and a bigger Nathan’s 
hot dog stand to the iconic 

seaside walkway.
Tom’s is replacing Cha-

Cha’s Bar, one of several be-
loved Boardwalk shops that 
were kicked off the prome-
nade, while Grimaldi’s — a 

tourist favorite at the foot 
of the Brooklyn Bridge — 
is opening a pizza spot on 
Surf Avenue near Stillwell 
Avenue.

— with Derrick Lytle
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spokesman Tom Montvel-
Cohen. “Fulton Mall al-
ways was a shopping cen-
ter for all of Brooklyn and 
it will be that again.”

The only survivor of 
Downtown’s lost depart-
ment store era is Macy’s, 
which took over the leg-
endary space between 
Gallatin Place and Hoyt 
Street that housed the 
hometown company Abra-
ham & Straus.

Electronics outlets, 
jewelry merchants, and 
shoe stores dominated the 
corridor in the decades af-
ter the department stores 
died off — but in recent 
years national retailers 
such as Aeropostale, Aldo, 
and the Gap have opened 
up locations on the Fulton 
Mall.

Montvel-Cohen said 
Downtown’s Century 21 
will be the “anchor” for 
City Point, a commercial 
and residential develop-
ment replacing the old 
Albee Square Mall and 
adjoining lots with retail 
space and two skyscrap-
ers — one  slated to become 

the tallest building in the 
borough .

The store will be two-
and-a-half times the size of 
Century 21’s Bay Ridge lo-
cation and about the same 
size as the department 
store’s popular branch in 
lower Manhattan, store 
spokeswoman Heather 
Feinmel said.

“We see the new Ful-
ton Street project as a 
great opportunity to ex-
pand our reach in the 
Brooklyn community,” 
Feinmel said. “We love 
Brooklyn and are eager 
to expand our brand to its 
residents.”

City Point was touted 
as the centerpiece of the 
Fulton Mall’s resurgence 
— but cash for the devel-
opment dried up in 2008 
and the project only man-
aged to break ground af-
ter securing $20 million 
in bonds from the federal 
stimulus package.

The arrival of Century 
21 could be the death knell 
to  the DeKalb Market , a 
fl ea market housed in sev-
eral reused shipping con-
tainers that opened last 
summer on Flatbush Av-
enue Extension and Wil-
loughby Street.

3500 Nostrand Ave. 
(between Ave. U & Ave. V)

HEALTHQUEST stands at the forefront in providing quality 
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“When Life Really Matters”

BY ELI ROSENBERG
There are a lot of cafes 

on Cortelyou Road, but you 
won’t fi nd Coffee anywhere.

Subway sentinel Cof-
fee the Train Man said he 
won’t return to the Corte-
lyou Road Q station where 
he alerted commuters about 
oncoming trains, fearing 
that he will run into the 
woman who fi led a restrain-
ing order against him. 

“I can’t go back until 
2014,” said Coffee, who was 
 released from the Brooklyn 
House of Detention  last week 
after hammering out a plea 
deal in which he agreed to 
stay away from the woman, 
who takes the Q train.

The woman claimed Cof-
fee struck her during a con-
frontation at the station last 
December.

“I’m going to try and fi nd 
another spot to work, be-
cause I know everybody is 
looking for me,” he said.

Coffee was a fi xture on 

the sidewalk above the sta-
tion, where his booming 
voice  warned straphangers 
about arriving trains  — let-
ting them know if they had 
time to buy a coffee or a 
newspaper, and sometimes, 
a cup of joe for Coffee. 

But Coffee hasn’t been 
back to the station since 

March 22, after  cops ar-
rested him  for violating an 
order of protection.

Coffee claims he never 
struck the woman and ac-
cepted the plea bargain — 
in which he did not cop to 
the alleged assault — only 
to avoid more time in the 
slammer.

The subway sentinel 
made a meager living from 
the tips appreciative com-
muters gave him for being 
a human MTA countdown 
clock, but said he didn’t 
know which station he will 
bring his talents to now. The 
open-trench design of the 
Cortelyou Road station pro-
vided Coffee with the abil-
ity to spot oncoming trains 
— but there are few stations 
like it in Brooklyn.

The Beverly Road station 
has a similar design, but it’s 
out of the question because 
of its proximity to Cortelyou 
Road, Coffee said, noting 
that without a place to an-
nounce approaching trains, 
he’ll be looking ahead at 
some tough times.

“This is going to be 
hard,” said Coffee, explain-
ing that his life as the Train 
Man allowed him to break 
from his past as a drug user. 
“I’ll have to go get back on 
food stamps.”

The Q’s beloved Train Man says he’s leaving Ditmas Park

NO MORE COFFEE: Coffee the Train Man says he’s leaving the Cor-
telyou Road Q train station. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

No Coffee for Cortelyou Continued from page 1 

Century 21
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12 The ultimate in affordable elegance

718.998.4222
www.buckleyscaterers.com

Save the date: 
Buckley’s to Kennedy’s 5K Charity Run 

Sunday, May 20, 2012, 10am
Rain or Shine

32ND A�����
Run from Riis Park

to Kennedy’s Restaurant
Breezy Point, Queens

FAMILY FUN PICNIC 
AT KENNEDY’S RESTAURANT  11AM TO 3PM

♦ Live music provided by Head Over Heels
♦ Entertainment by DJ Suds
♦ Games & Rides
♦ Food & Drinks

The picnic is FREE for all registered runners.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
$20.00 Registra� on for adults 19 and older

$25.00 Registra� on on day of the run
$10.00 Registra� on for youth 18 and under

REGISTER ONLINE AT
www.heartshare.org/run

Girls 6-23, Boys 12-23
INTERVIEWS HELD ONE DAY ONLY

SUNDAY, MAY 20, 2012
SUMMER 

PROGRAMS 
AVAILABLE

BARBIZON MODELING OF MANHATTAN

BY DANIEL BUSH
Beautifying the Coney 

Island Boardwalk was a bar-
rel of laughs last Sunday, 
as more than 100 residents, 
beachgoers, and elected of-
fi cials gathered on the iconic 
seaside walkway to paint 
trash cans with colorful sea-
scapes and carnival-themed 
art.

Parks Department work-
ers provided paint and 
brushes to students from lo-
cal schools and Coney fans 
who braved the rain to dec-
orate the drab metal trash 
barrels, which will grace 
the wooden promenade 
through the end of October.

The annual art fest, 
known as “Boardwalk Bar-
rels of Fun,” was sponsored 
by Councilman Domenic 
Recchia (D–Coney Island) 
and People’s Playground 
mainstays such as Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel and the New 
York Aquarium.

“Boardwalk Barrels of 
Fun is one of my favorite 
ways to usher in the sum-
mer season,” Recchia said. 
“There is nothing quite 
as rewarding as having 
proplr come together to 
create colorful barrels that 
will brighten up the Board-
walk.”

Participants said the 
rainy weather couldn’t 
dampen their excitement 
for the start of summer.

Boardwalk garbage cans 
beautifi ed on Coney Island

BARRELS OF FUN: (Above)
Damaris Dominguez was on 
hand for the annual Coney 
Island art project, which 
kicks off each summer sea-
son. (Left) The Parks De-
partment awarded Cynthia 
Dominguez two medals for 
her  trash can painting ef-
forts. (Below) Tamara Car-
roll stops to check out the 
painted barrels — part of a 
beautifi cation project that is 
supposed to encourage visi-
tors to Coney Island to throw 
out their trash. 
 Photos by Arthur De Gaeta
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Midwood has offi cially 

become a foodie destination.
Wolf and Lamb, an up-

scale kosher steak house 
from Manhattan, opened an 
outpost inside a renovated 
space on Coney Island Ave-
nue this week that includes 
a sleek bar, a fl oor made of 
180,000 pennies, and a roof-
top herb garden, said res-
taurateur Zalman Wuen-
sch, who says it’s about time 
Midwood has joined Brook-
lyn’s decade-old foodie revo-
lution. 

“The whole culinary 
thing that has been happen-
ing in the last 10 years in the 
rest of society is happening 
in the kosher community,” 
said Wuensch. “This is the 
wave of the future.”

Midwood, with the ex-
ception of Di Fara Pizzeria 
on Avenue J — which many 

claim makes the best pizza 
in the city — isn’t consid-
ered a foodie haven, but 
modern dining divas have 
fi nally taken notice to the 
undeserved area. 

When it opened near Av-
enue M on May 10, Wolf and 

Lamb joined new kosher 
foodie spots such as Posh 
Tomato, an upscale Avenue 
M pizza place near E. 17th 
Street, and Pomegranate, a 
grocery store on Coney Is-
land Avenue considered the 
kosher Whole Foods.

Wolf and Lamb is part 
of a larger high-end kosher 
cuisine trend that’s erupted 
around the borough with 
a wave of new restaurants 
that include Pardes on At-
lantic Avenue in Boerum 
Hill and Basil on Kingston 
Avenue in Crown Heights.

Still, some neighborhood 
residents wonder if it’s too 
soon for the neighborhood 
that  is usually resistant to 
change  to embrace the culi-
nary revolution that’s made 
Park Slope, Fort Greene, and 
Williamsburg so popular.

“I’m happy that another 
restaurant is coming in,” 

said Chaim Deutsch, the 
founder of the Flatbush 
Shomrim Safety Patrol. 
“But if it’s going to be a 
high-end restaurant — I 
hope it’s not going to go out 
of business like the previ-
ous places.”

But Wuensch said his 
restaurant will fi ll an empty 
niche in the area.

“There’s a lot of good 

fast-food type places in Mid-
wood, but in terms of dining 
and having a refi ned and 
thoughtful experience it’s 
very limited,” said Wuen-
sch. 

And for those who worry 
that the restaurant will bring 
too much change to the neigh-
borhood, the owners assure 
the restaurant will remain 
true to its kosher roots.

“There is an emphasis 
on a certain sense of mod-
esty and decorum,” said 
Wuensch, adding that the 
restaurant will not be open 
on the Jewish Sabbath. 

“If a bar scene developed 
it could be controversial, 
but my place is going to be 
great for going out with 
your wife, or family, or go-
ing out on a date,” he said.

STEAKS ALIVE: Wolf and Lamb, an upscale kosher steak house, opened on Coney Island Avenue this 
week. Photo by Steve Solomonson

PENNY ARCADE: The new steak 
house features a fl oor made of 
pennies. 
 Courtesy of Wolf and Lamb

High-end dining 
hits Midwood 
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Noah’s Ark
VETERINARIAN

WE TREAT THEM LIKE FAMILY
10% OFF

Visit
with coupon

(or for 
mentioning

our ad)

Make An Impression With Your Smile
We treat children, teens, and adults. 

All phases of Family Dentistry performed in our office. 
Now accepting new patients.

CALL US TODAY FOR A CONVENIENT APPOINTMENT

Laser, Cosmetic, and Comprehensive Dentistry

1122 Avenue P (1 Block East Of Coney Island Ave.)

Telephone:  • Fax: 

Strict Sterilization Techniques

 1-718-339-78781-718-339-7878

BY COLIN MIXSON
Let’s hear it for the boy!
Borough President 

Markowitz cut the ribbon 
for the opening of Brooklyn 
Theater Arts High School’s 
newly renovated audito-
rium on May 2 — giving its 
budding thespians a forum 
where their lines can actu-
ally be heard — then joined 
teens on a rousing rendition 
of “Footloose” that every-
one could happily hear. 

“You can actually under-
stand what they’re saying,” 
exclaimed an excited Steve 
Sunderlin, the artistic di-
rector at Theater Arts High 
on Flatlands Avenue, which 
used to be South Shore High 
School. “It’s just night and 
day.”

The no-longer dilapi-
dated theater, which once 

suffered from numerous 
acoustic and technical ail-
ments — including poor 
lighting and a non-existent 
sound system — received 
$750,000 from the borough 
president’s offi ce, and can 
now compete with the best 
of off-Broadway venues.

“It sounds excellent, it’s 
amazing. It used to be that 
you couldn’t hear a thing. 
The acoustics were so bad, 
everything was bouncing 
all over the place,” said Sun-
derlin. 

“Now, these kids have a 
facility that’s as good as any 
off-Broadway theater, and 
they can leave the school 
and get a great internship 
because of the experience 
they’re getting here, on 
stage and off,” he said.

Following the ribbon-

BECAUSE YA GOTTA CUT LOOSE:  Borough President Markowitz joined students from the Brooklyn Theater Arts High School, formerly 
South Shore High School, in a rendition of “Footloose” on May 2 after snipping the ribbon on the school’s new auditorium. 

Theater Arts High 
gives B’way a run 

for its money 

cutting ceremony, the 
school bussed in hundreds 
of borough middle-school 
students to fi ll the audience 

for the renovated theater’s 
inaugural production of 
“Footloose” where Brook-
lyn Theater Arts’ students 

danced and sang in praise 
of rock ‘n’ roll.

But the best part was 
that every line came 

through crisp and clear, 
Sunderlin said.

“It’s a terrifi c production 
and it went great,” he said.
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
He’s not Bruce Ratner, 

but this Prospect Heights 
real estate player is selling 
the Barclays Center.

Broker Greg D’Avola 
dubbed his new Bergen 
Street fi rm Arena Proper-
ties — an Atlantic Yards–
infl uenced name he hopes 
will help snag customers 
searching online for land 
near the soon-to-open bas-
ketball arena.

D’Avola has no stake 
in the controversial mega-
project, but he claims gain-
ing web traffi c from Nets-
related Google searches was 
the main reason he named 
his three-man residential 
and commercial enterprise 
after the arena — a develop-
ment that has  sparked a real 

estate gold rush  and pro-
tests from neighbors who 
say it will harm the com-
munity’s quality of life and 
charming ma-and-pa spirit 
when it opens this fall.

D’Avola’s company 
doesn’t just reference the 
Barclays Center in its name 
— the “neighborhood” sec-
tion of his website features 
a large image of the future 
home of the Brooklyn Nets 
and promises the stadium 
“ will welcome some of the 
most exciting sports and 
entertainment events in the 
world .”

But he says the offi ce 
near the corner of Vander-
bilt Avenue, which opened 
this week, will cater to the 
kinds of small businesses 
that neighbors love, not na-

tional chains such as Hoot-
ers, which  took heat from 
neighbors  after reportedly 
making a push to open 
nearby. 

 “We’ll lease to artists, 
restaurateurs, and cloth-
ing designers — that’s the 
business model that works 
around here,” said D’Avola, 
a Gowanus resident.

Neighbors have long 
feared the Barclays Center 
will bring a wave of cor-
porate chains like T.G.I. 
Fridays and Applebees to 
Prospect Heights and sur-
rounding communities — 
so it’s no surprise the real 
estate fi rm put the word 
“arena” in its name, said 
Gib Veconi of the Prospect 
Heights Neighborhood De-
velopment Council.

P’Heights real estate fi rm ties itself to Barclays Center

WHAT’S IN A NAME: Broker Greg D’Avola is not the developer of 
the new arena — but he named his company after the stadium. 
 Photo by Bess Adler

An Arena name game

BY DANIEL BUSH
Manhattan Beach resi-

dents want the city to ig-
nore its own rules and put 
a traffi c light on Oriental 
Boulevard, even though the 
intersection doesn’t qualify 
for a signal under federal 
safety guidelines.

Residents say the fl ash-
ing yellow light currently 
at Ocean Avenue confuses 

the intersection in both 
2008 and 2010. Last week, 
engineers from the Depart-
ment of Transportation 
performed a third study at 
the behest of residents, As-
semblyman Steven Cym-
browitz (D–Sheepshead 
Bay), and Councilman 
Mike Nelson (D–Manhat-
tan Beach).

Residents said they’re 
hopeful that their requests 
for a signal will get a green 
light. 

But a spokesman for 
the Department of Trans-
portation said the decision 
will ultimately depend on 
the results of the latest De-
partment of Transportation 
study.

Neighbors also asked 
the city to  put the borough’s 
fi rst 20 mile-per-hour “slow 
zone,”  and demanded  high-
tech speed cameras  that 
would allow the city to ticket 
drivers for breaking the 
speed limit on the straight-
away toward Kingsborough 
Community College.

Manhattan Beach Neigh-
borhood Association, rival 
 groups that argue about 
everything  — including 
the best way to reduce 
neighborhood speeding — 
have repeatedly urged the 
city to replace the blink-
ing signal with a full traf-
fi c light.

But the city refused, 
claiming that the corner 
hasn’t met a federally man-
dated benchmark.

A minimum of 650 cars 
and 250 pedestrians must 
consistently use an inter-
section every hour to war-
rant a traffi c light,  accord-
ing to federal guidelines  
— and city offi cials say that 
Oriental Boulevard doesn’t 
make the grade.

Yet the city can ignore 
the guidelines if it wants to, 
and have put in stoplights 
on corners where there 
have been a traffi c death or 
public outcry for a light.

Manhattan Beach resi-
dents encouraged the city 
to conduct two studies of 

drivers, encourages speed-
ing, and puts pedestrians 
at risk on a thoroughfare 
some call the “Oriental Au-
tobahn.”

“It creates confusion 
and there’s no safe place for 
people to cross,” said Man-
hattan Beach resident Ron 
Biondo.

The Manhattan Beach 
Community Group and 

Manhattan Beach residents 
demand new traffi c light

TRAFFIC NIGHTMARE: Manhattan Beach resident Edmond Dweck 
says a fl ashing yellow light at Oriental Boulevard and Ocean Avenue 
causes confusion and encourages speeding. Photo by Bess Adler

“There’s little question 
that commercial businesses 
have the arena in mind,” 
Veconi said.

D’Avola agrees the 
neighborhood will soon see 
an infl ux of big businesses, 
but he’s confi dent Pros-
pect Heights will retain its 
charm despite its arena-
side location — much like 
the Manhattan neighbor-
hood of Chelsea, which isn’t 
far from Madison Square 
Garden.

“I understand a lot of 
people have a bitter taste 
in their mouth about the 
arena — but you can’t deny 
it’s coming,” said D’Avola.

Arena Properties isn’t 
the fi rst business to attempt 
to capitalize on — and name 
itself after — its proximity 

to the sports facility.
In 2007, a bagel shop on 

Fifth Avenue near Bergen 
Street in Park Slope was 
planning to open under the 
name ARENA Bagels, but 
 promptly altered its sign 
to read A.R.E.A. Bagels  af-
ter neighbors threatened to 
protest.

Ravi Aggarwal, the 
owner of A.R.E.A. Bagels, 
told this newspaper that he 
wasn’t ready to discuss the 
idea of changing the shop’s 
name back to ARENA Ba-
gels, but claims he has kept 
the notorious ‘N’ “some-
where safe” in the years 
since.

BY AARON SHORT
The principal of Green-

point’s Automotive High 
School wants to reinvent the 
school to better refl ect its 
neighborhood — by teach-
ing students how to fi x bi-
cycles.

The Department of Edu-
cation will close the ailing 
school at the end of June and 
reopen it with new teachers, 

a different mission, a fresh 
name, a redrafted curricu-
lum, and a student-run bi-
cycle repair shop next to its 
auto repair shop.

“We’ve been criticized 
for being in the commu-
nity, not of the commu-
nity,” said Automotive 
principal Caterina Lafer-
gola-Stanczuk. “The work 
of education is to bring 

everyone together, and to 
learn from one another.”

Lafergola-Stanczuk said 
the repair shop would help 
students understand simple 
mechanics and providing a 
much-needed service to cy-
clists in North Brooklyn — 
 the borough’s bicycle capital .

“Many automotive shop 
classes begin with an un-
derstanding of how bicy-

cles work,” she said.
Lafergola-Stanczuk, 

who will remain in charge 
of the school, believes the 
new bike workshop, along 
with expanded science and 
engineering programs, will 
attract more teenagers from 
Greenpoint and Williams-
burg families, ideally dou-
bling enrollment to 1,200 
students by 2016.

Slow times at Automotive High School
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Landscape the Yard

Furnish Your Home

Buy Merchandise

Remodel Your Home

Expand Your Business

Educate A Child

Home Improvement 
LOANS AVAILABLE

We Gave Out Over $35 Million 
in Loans Last Year

NEED SOME?

Where people are worth more than money

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

www.brfcu.org

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Parishioners of a Ben-

sonhurst church got to-
gether to help a sickly child 
get a highly trained blood 
hound that could save the 
tyke’s life on May 6.

The Saint Athanasius 
Holy Name Society, a Cath-
olic charity group, held a 
fund-raiser at the school 
at the corner of 61st Street 
and Bay Parkway on to 
raise money to buy a spe-
cial sugar-scenting Labra-
dor Retriever for 8-year-old 
Joey Saunders, a type-one 
diabetic from West Pittston, 
Pennsylvania. 

The service dog will be 
able to smell Joey’s blood 
sugar levels and warn him 
of danger before it’s too late, 
Joey’s father Tom Saunders 
said.

“My son doesn’t know 
when he’s high or low. If he 
gets too high, he could have 
a seizure, and if it gets too 
low, he could pass out or 
even die in his sleep,” he 
said. “And the dog can pick 
it up an hour before any 
technology can.” 

But this miracle dog 
could do more than just 
sniff out Joey’s condition: if 
the boy’s blood sugar drops 
too low, the dog is trained to 
open the family’s refrigera-
tor and get the boy a juice 
box. If Joey loses conscious-
ness, the dog will have a 
special cellphone to call 
911 on, Saunders claims, 
adding that he watched the 
pooches being trained on 
how to operate the phone at 
the breeding facility.

FAMILY TRIP: The Saunders family, Tom, Joey (center) and Rachel,  
are getting a sugar-scenting dog to help Joey monitor his blood 
sugar levels.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

St. Athanasius joins 
‘blood hound’ search

The bill could defuse 
21-day confl ict between the 
city and rebel restaurants 
that erupted last month 
when  Community Board 
1 leaders warned city of-
fi cials  that several North-
side cafes were violating 
the seldom-enforced Sun-
day morning brunch ban.

On April 18, the Depart-
ment of Consumer Affairs 
agreed to “follow-up ac-
cordingly” with restau-
rant inspections in North 
Brooklyn, agency com-
munity relations direc-
tor Ricky Wong wrote in 
a dispatch to Community 
Board 1 that was obtained 
by Brooklyn Weekly.

Four days later, city in-
spectors raided the Medi-
terranean bistro Lokal 
and issued a summons for 
allegedly setting up tables 
outdoors at 9:35 am — mak-
ing the Lorimer Street res-
taurant  the fi rst casualty 
in the War on Brunch .

Consumer Affairs in-
spectors struck again on 
May 5, citing Five Leaves 
and the Meatball Shop on 
Bedford Avenue for the 

same offense. 
Lokal and Five Leaves 

vowed to fi ght the tickets 
in separate court appear-
ances next month.

“We’ve been serving 
Sunday before noon for 
fi ve years and we never 
received any complaints,” 
said Lokal co-owner Ser-
kan Uzel. “We’re paying 
our taxes, we’re trying to 
be nice to our neighbors, 
and we try to avoid every 
complaint.”

This month, the war 
turned as cold as a smoked 
salmon platter when sev-
eral cafes north of McCa-
rren Park hauled in their 
outdoor tables in retreat. 

But even though it was 
quiet in the trenches, the 
eateries were working be-
hind the scenes to  mobilize 
support from hundreds of 
diners  — and power players 
including Levin and Bor-
ough President Markowitz. 

Meanwhile, Community 
Board 1 leaders expanded 
their front, imploring mem-
bers of other civic groups to 
adopt an  if-you-see-brunch-
ing-say-something policy  
and call 311 with any re-
ports of scoffl aw eateries.

Rebel restaurateurs 
and their allies said the 
war must end at a Commu-
nity Board 1 on Tuesday.

“We’re overwhelmed 
from what we say is a 
witch hunt in our neigh-
borhood,” said Five Leaves 
co-owner Jud Mongell. “It 
seems weird to be the only 
two restaurants to be vic-
timized by this.”

Kathy Meachem, an-
other owner of the popular 
Aussie-infl uenced eatery, 
said rescinding the law 
would bring fairness to 
Sunday morning outdoor 
dining.

 “Either it should be en-
forced everywhere or they 
should change the law,” 
she said.

Continued from page 1 

Brunch

“You wouldn’t believe it. 
It’s pretty wild,” Saunders 
said.

But Saunders’ visit to 
Brooklyn is a story in it-
self. 

Mr. Saunders is a vol-
unteer at the Pittston Fire 
Department and named 
his son in honor of New 
York City Firefi ghter Jo-
seph Hunter, who perished 
on 9-11. Saunders posted a 
photo of Hunter — who he 
never met — on his Face-
book page, which caught the 
eye of retired Bensonhurst 
fi reman Angelo Augello. 

Augello’s online friend, 
Vicky Mandaro, noticed 
a post on Saunders’s Fa-
cebook page about rais-
ing money for the dog — a 

$20,000 investment that nei-
ther the volunteer fi refi ght-
er’s income or insurance 
will cover.

“I asked Tom what it was 
all about, and I just fell in 
love with Joey and the whole 
family,” said Mandaro, 
whose husband Jerry is 
president of the Holy Name 
Society at Saint Athanasius.

Mandaro said Saint 
Athanasius has raised 
more than $3,000 for Saun-
ders to put down a deposit 
on the dog.

Little Joey was ecstatic 
that the Holy Name Society 
was helping to get a new best 
friend — and guardian. 

“I’m excited to get the 
dog and I’m thankful,” the 
second grader said.

AM MEAL: A new law will make 
this legal on Sunday before 
noon. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY DANIEL BUSH
The Manhattan Beach 

Neighborhood Associa-
tion used a strong pitching 
performance from former 
Judge Eugene Schwartz-
wald and hot hitting to beat 
an under-performing Com-
munity Board 15 by a score 
of 20–9 in the two groups’ 
annual charity softball 
game on May 6.

 Schwartzwald , 73, found 

the strike zone early and 
often with his trademark 
range of off-speed pitches, 
stifl ing CB15’s hitters be-
fore a polite crowd of nearly 
50 spectators at Kingsbor-
ough Community College’s 
baseball fi eld on Oriental 
Boulevard.

The neighborhood as-
sociation’s offense surged 
behind power-hitting third 
basemen Steve Gindi, who 

went 4–5 with three home 
runs and six runs batted 
in. Center-fi elder Edmond 
Dweck, the team’s captain, 
contributed two hits and one 
RBI.

“We were on our game,” 
Dweck said. “But don’t 
think that giving up nine 
runs didn’t bother us.”

But most of CB15’s runs 
came late in the game, after 
the outcome was no longer 

in doubt.
“We were anxious to 

win,” said Alan Ditchek, 
who chose to play second 
base and pitch for the com-
munity board, though he 
also serves as the president 
of the neighborhood asso-
ciation. “We just couldn’t 
complete the comeback.”

Sunday’s game raised 
more than $1,200 for the 
Bay Academy.

PLAY BALL!: (Top left) Everyone was high-fi ving each other in good 
fun as the Manhattan Beach Neighborhood Association trounced 
CB 15 in a charity softball game. (Center) A play at the plate draws 
cheers. (Above) Steve Shamah warms up before taking left fi eld. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

Civics in charity softball showdown
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BY COLIN MIXSON
On a recent Saturday, with 

sunny skies and a brisk breeze off 
Jamaica Bay,  rangers at the Gate-
way National Recreation Area un-
veiled the newly renovated Ryan 
Visitor Center, a noble re-creation 
of what was once the main termi-
nal at Floyd Bennett Field, a por-
tal through which thousands of 
pre-jet-age travelers passed when 
headed to and from far-off, and 
not so far-off, lands. 

Its glory newly restored, the 
Ryan Center provides a glimpse 
into the sky that was: a novel and 
charming realm that has faded 
and dwindled into obscurity 
amidst the inglorious trials of 
modern air travel.

And it stands as a reminder to 
all of us of a time before jumbo jets 
could land themselves, when men 
(and women) with guts fl ew planes 
for the thrill and glory of it all, and 
many started or ended their trips 
on a Brooklyn marsh, and, later, 
when the nation’s top-of-the-line 
commercial airliners — whose 
destination was offi cially New 
York —  could only touch down on 
a tarmac in Brooklyn.

In the dark days of Empire 
State aviation, before the Floyd 
Bennett Field Municipal Airport 
graced Brooklyn’s Barren Island, 
sky pilots headed to the city had to 
pass by the glittering towers and 
glitzy streets of the Big Apple, and 
terminate their romantic tour of 
the clouds in the stogy, rank-aired 
wilds of Newark, New Jersey. 

Painfully aware of the unfortu-
nate travel prospects facing plane-
born passengers from his city, the 
wise mayor of New York City, one 
Fiorello Henry LaGuardia, fi ght-
ing like a wounded fox caught by 
the farmer in a hen house, con-
vinced the city to build a new mu-
nicipal airport, one that would 
allow city-bound commuters to 
bypass dirty Jersey — forever.

Famed aviator Clarence D. 

Chamberlin, the second man to 
pilot a fi xed-wing aircraft across 
the Atlantic Ocean, chose the 387-
acre marsh of Barren Island — ac-

tually 33 separate islands — as the 
site for the august airport in 1929.

Three years and six million cu-
bic yards of sand later, Floyd Ben-
nett Field was fi nished.

Completed in 1931, the air-
fi eld’s electrically lighted, con-
crete runways and lavish termi-
nal facilities made it one of the 
most technologically advanced 
and luxurious airports of its 
day, earning it the highest rating 
by the US Department of Com-
merce.

Dubbed Floyd Bennett Field af-
ter the famous naval aviator who 
was fi rst to fl y over the barren, 
ice of the North Pole, the airport 
became a hotspot for daring pi-

lots eager to turn heads and make 
headlines.

In 1933, Wiley Post broke his 
own record fl ying in and out of 
Floyd Bennett Field. Taking off 
on July 15, 1938, it took Post seven 
days, 18 hours, and 49 minutes to 
circumvent the globe.

In 1938, Howard Hughes and a 
crew of four fi nished their round-
the-world fl ight, covering 14,791 
miles in three days, 19 hours, 
eight minutes, and 10 seconds. Of 
course, he took off — and landed 
— at Bennett. 

Mere hours following Hughes’ 
globe-spanning fl ight, Douglas 
“Wrong Way” Corrigan embarked 
from the now-famous fi eld, in a 

plane he rebuilt with his 
own hands, on a fl ight 
scheduled to land in Cal-
ifornia. But it was not to 
be.

No, Wrong Way didn’t 
crash somewhere over 
the Great Plains. In-
stead, the daring Corri-
gan landed his Curtiss 
Robin OX-5 monoplane 
in Ireland 27 hours later 
— completing a trans-
Atlantic fl ight that the 
government had decreed 
was too much for his fl y-
ing machine to handle.

Maybe it was the luck of 
the Irish — or the fact that 
he took off from Brooklyn 
— that ensured he landed 
safely. But one thing is 
certain — he didn’t take 
off from Jersey. 

These days, the only 
planes that lift off from 
Floyd Bennett Field are 
of the model variety and 
the occasional vintage 
aircraft that have been 
painstakingly rebuilt by 
our beloved members of 
the Historic Aircraft Res-
toration Project.

But that doesn’t mean 
that Barren Island isn’t 

without its relics, antiques, reno-
vations, and ruins, which echo 
with the spectral stutter of prop-
engines, pulling visitors into a 
sky fi lled with history.

And, it is said that sometimes, 
standing on the Field’s unlit run-
way alone at night, you can hear 
the spin of old propellers, and 
feel the wind in your face as a 
ghost plane pushes itself from the 
ground and soars into the air.

Then, the beautiful music is 
drowned out by a modern aircraft, 
noisily landing at nearby John F. 
Kennedy International Airport, 
sadly dropping off passengers — 
in Queens.

Retro-fi tted Ryan Visitor Center harkens back to airfi eld’s glory days

A BLAST FROM THE PAST: (Above) Gateway National Recreation Area park rangers cut the 
ribbon on the newly renovated Ryan Center, once the main arrival and departure terminal 
at Floyd Bennett Field, on May 5. (Left) A portrait of the fi eld’s namesake, pilot Floyd Ben-
nett — the fi rst man to fl y over the North Pole — whose piercing eyes were the color of the 
sky. Photos by Steve Solomonson
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