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BY ELI ROSENBERG
An ultra-Orthodox religious 

group that discourages Jews from 
reporting sex crimes to police 
without fi rst consulting a rabbi is 
getting $1 million from the state to 
install security cameras to catch 
criminals and child predators on 
the streets of Midwood and Bor-
ough Park — but police won’t get 
to see vital footage fi rst.

State offi cials confi rmed that 
Agudath Israel of America — a 
group that urges Jews  not to re-
port sex abuse claims  to police  be-
fore getting approval from a rabbi  
— would administer the program 
to install cameras focusing on 
sidewalks, schools, banks, and 
synagogues to help catch sex pred-
ators in the two neighborhoods.

BY DANIEL BUSH
You better Beliebe it!
Grammy-nominated pop su-

perstar Justin Bieber is coming 
to the Barclays Center this fall, 
according to arena offi cials who 
announced that the 18-year-old 
heartthrob — potentially the 
most famous Canadian of all-time 

— will perform at the 
Prospect Heights 

venue on Nov. 2.
“Justin Bie-

ber is more 
than a great 
performer, he’s 
an icon for his 

generation,” said 
Barclays Center 

CEO Brett Yor-
mark. “Justin’s show 

at Barclays Center furthers our 
goal to deliver artists that refl ect 
the diverse talent of Brooklyn.”

Bieber’s stop in Brooklyn is 
part of his “Believe” tour across 
North America to promote his lat-
est album.

Fans affl icted with Bieberma-
nia can purchase tickets for the 
show online starting on June 2.

But the teen singing sensa-

BY DANIEL BUSH
A bizarre Clinton Hill 

intersection has given 
rise to a new automotive 
phenomena: stop or go 
traffi c.

Baffl ed drivers are 

scratching their heads at 
the corner of Myrtle Av-
enue and Emerson Place, 
where they encounter a 
stop sign on a median di-
rectly in front of a traffi c 

Continued on Page 5
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Kensington 
fl ag mural 

besmirched
BY ELI ROSENBERG

A true-blue artist is seeing red 
over the vandal who desecrated 
his Old Glory mural in Kensing-
ton, and he says he won’t brush 
away the spiteful deed until the 
unpatriotic perp is slapped with a 
bias crime.

“This is someone who hates 
what America stands for,” said 
Scott LoBaido, whose image of 
the American fl ag on a wall on 
McDonald Avenue near Cortelyou 
Road was marred with the phrase, 
“Patriotism makes me sick.”

The incident was caught on 
camera and LoBaido, a Staten 
Island-based muralist who has 
painted more than 1,000 Old Glo-

Continued on Page 18
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TRAFFIC CLASH: Should you stay or should you go? 
If you go there could be trouble, but if you stay it 
could be double.

GRAFFITI MAKES HIM SICK: Landlord John Gentile says he is appalled by a vandal who wrote “Patriotism makes me 
sick” on the American fl ag mural he commissioned artist Scott LoBaido to paint. Photo by Derrick Lytle

Mixed signals at 
Clinton Hill corner

They’ll spy, but will they tell?

Bieber 
coming to  
Barclays
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FREE WIFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 
718-692-1515

2256 Hendrickson Street 

(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: 
thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

REPAIRED 
PAINLESSLY

Call for an appointment

Hours of Operation: 

Tuesdays 5:30pm - 9pm 

& Saturdays 9:30am - 1pm

www.PedicuriaFootCare.com

Call toll free: (877)354-3297 or (718) 304-6272
135 North 9th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11249

TIRED OF HIDING YOUR FEET?

We Offer a
Laser Toenail-Fungus 

Treatment
For Both Feet

Only $299
for all toes up to 2 sessions 

for a limited time
(a value of $1,200)

For a limited time only

Get your feet 
ready for the summer!

Pedicuria Cosmetic Foot Care

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Nets fans will get twice as much rail-

way service and about half as many park-
ing spots at the soon-to-open Barclays 
Center under a plan to box-out street-clog-
ging drivers from neighborhoods near the 
arena.

The Long Island Rail Road will increase 
the number of Jamaica Station-bound 
trains from four to eight between 10 pm and 
midnight on game nights to keep fans on 
the rails instead of behind the wheel, trans-
portation offi cials say.

“The message is: Don’t even think about 
driving,” arena transportation consultant 
Sam Schwartz said. “We’re getting people 
out of cars.”

The added “game trains” — funded by 
the Metropolitan Transportation Authori-
ty’s operational budget — will arrive every 
15 minutes and hold roughly 1,000 passen-
gers each, said Charlie McKiernan, a ser-
vice planner for the Long Island Rail Road. 

The MTA will also add four to seven 
“gap trains” — essentially on-call subway 
trains — on the Q and 4 lines to in an at-
tempt to prevent post-game gridlock in 
Prospect Heights, Park Slope, Fort Greene, 
and other neighborhoods by getting arena-
goers to use mass transit.

Stadium builders also say they will cut 
the number of on-site parking spaces from 
1,000 to 541 and provide shuttle bus service 
on Atlantic Avenue to more distant park-
ing lots. Bike-loving hoops fans will get 400 
racks to stow their two-wheelers.

It’s all part of a long-awaited Barclays 
Center traffi c plan released on Tuesday by 
Schwartz, arena developer Forest City Rat-
ner, and the city that aims to use “market-
ing and incentives” to convince fans that 
public transit is the best way to get to the 
game.

Schwartz said that Nets tickets will be 
emblazoned with mass transit directions 
but no info about how to drive to the sta-
dium or park a car.

But Forest City Ratner also revealed it 
has  abandoned a plan announced last year  
to offer free subway rides to ticket-hold-
ers on game nights, saying technological 
glitches are standing in the way.

“We did look at that but the technology 
isn’t there,” Schwartz said.

He said there’s no way to track Metro-
Cards in order to ensure the passes distrib-
uted with tickets would actually be used to 
travel to Barclays Center events. 

Planners also considered offering dis-
counted tickets to mass transit riders, but 
said studies showed many game-goers al-
ready have unlimited MetroCards, indicat-
ing it wouldn’t be a real incentive, he said.

Some residents said simply adding more 
trains won’t be enough to deter drivers — 
and that disincentives are needed, too. 

“You need a driving surcharge and high 
parking rates,” said Gib Veconi of the Pros-
pect Heights Neighborhood Development 
Council. “[The plan] seems like a lot of mar-
keting without much substance.”

Others neighbors were more upset by 
the notion of using the MTA’s money — not 
Atlantic Yards developer Bruce Ratner’s — 
to provide extra service at Nets games.

“You’re putting a lot of subsidies into 
a private entity,” said Michael White, a 
Brooklyn Heights resident. “But is it good 
for the neighborhood?”

Craig Hammerman of Community 
Board 6 encouraged neighbors to take ad-
vantage of the still-in-the-works transpor-
tation plan by  weighing in online during a 
30-day review process .

“I challenge the community to come up 
with its own solutions,” he said.

More trains, less 
parking for stadium 

RAIL SOLUTION: Basketball fans will get extra trains after Nets games in an attempt to prevent grid-
lock and parking problems around the soon-to-open Barclays Center.  SHoP Architects
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
No sleep till … Brook-

lyn Heights music lovers 
rename a park to honor re-
cently deceased Beastie Boy 
Adam Yauch.

That’s the mission of a 
group of Heights residents 
who are demanding the city 
change the name of Squibb 
Park to pay tribute to MCA 
— a beloved rapper and na-
tive son who passed away 
on May 4 at the age of 47 — 
rather than a 19th-century 
pharmaceutical innovator.

The Beastie backers, 
whose efforts began in the 
 comments section of the 
Brooklyn Heights Blog , say 
it makes perfect sense to 
change the name of the tiny 
recreation area by the Prom-
enade, considering the mon-
ikers of other parks in the 
neighborhood.

“It would be a fi tting trib-
ute to name it after Brooklyn 
Heights native, musician, 
[and] humanitarian Adam 
Yauch,” supporters  wrote 
on Facebook . “Adam Yauch 
Park sits directly across the 
street from the Harry Chapin 
Playground, which is also 
named after a great Brook-
lyn Heights resident, musi-
cian, and humanitarian.”

The group has garnered 
more than 450 “likes,” prov-
ing plenty of music lovers 
support renaming the open 
space, which boasts a small 
skate park and will one 
day serve as the entryway 
for a bridge linking Brook-
lyn Heights with Brooklyn 

Bridge Park.
But other Squibb Park 

neighbors say it’s impossi-
ble to honor one community 
legend without dishonoring 
another: inventor and phar-
maceutical pioneer Dr. Ed-
ward Robinson Squibb, who 
opened his fi rst laboratory 
on the site of the green space.

“While it may be appro-
priate to honor Brooklyn 
Heights native son Adam 
Yauch, renaming Squibb 
Park may not be the right op-
portunity,” said Rob Perris, 
the district manager of Com-
munity Board 2.

Yauch was born in the 
borough in 1964 and raised 

in Brooklyn Heights before 
attending Murrow High 
School in Midwood, helping 
found the Beastie Boys, and 
changing the course of mod-

ern music.
Squibb was born in Dela-

ware in 1819 and served as 
a Navy surgeon during the 
Mexican–American War be-

fore campaigning to make 
medicines more pure, set-
ting up a lab in Brooklyn 
Heights, fi nding a better way 
to distill ether, and establish-

ing the company that is now 
Bristiol-Myers Squibb before 
his death in 1900.

That’s a legacy that must 
be remembered, said Julie 
Golia, the public historian 
at the Brooklyn Historical 
Society.

“Honoring an emcee is 
catchy and interesting, but 
Brooklyn has a long history 
as an innovator in the phar-
maceutical industry,” Golia 
said. “That may not sound 
sexy but it’s pretty signifi -
cant in all of our lives.”

Squibb’s work kick-
started the borough’s phar-
maceutical industry and his 
creations helped a nation 
dealing with the physical 
ravages of the Civil War — 
but his creative output isn’t 
as cherished as MCA’s, ac-
cording to some Promenade 
visitors.

“Pharmaceuticals?” said 
Brad Buehring when in-
formed of Squibb’s legacy. 
“Doesn’t seem as important 
as what MCA contributed to 
the world.”

BEASTIE BOARD: Honoring rapper Adam Yauch by renaming a 
Brooklyn Heights skate park should be a sure shot, music fans say.
 Community Newspaper Group / Andy Campbell

Brooklyn Heights hip hop lovers are trying to rename Squibb Park after late Beastie Boy Adam 

Yauch — a move that would commemorate the rapper known as MCA while stripping away a 

long-standing tribute to pharmaceutical innovator Dr. Edward Robinson Squibb. Both men 

were neighborhood icons and leaders in their fi elds — here’s how they stack up: 

Brooklyn Heights rap fans fi ght to rename park after deceased Beastie Boy
A LICENSE TO CHILL?

So who was Squibb anyway?

MCA Dr. Squibb

An NYU dorm Career began in A Navy vessel

“Paul Revere” Greatest hit Anesthetic ether

The right to party Fought for The purity of medicines

Started the Tibetan Freedom 
Concerts in the 1990s

Altruistic efforts Sold Brooklyn Heights land to the 
city for just $800 — when bureau-

crats were willing to pay him $1,600

Relatable rap idols for generations 
of white kids

Supplier of Ether and other pharmaceuticals to 
Army medical stores — providing 
roughly 1/12th of their total stock

ill Licensed to Treat illness

The rise of hip hop from a fringe 
genre to mainstream music

Facilitated  The treatment of horrific injuries 
during the Civil War

Kid Rock Unintended legacy Hunter S. Thompson

SQUIBB-OTAGE: Some hip hop heads are trying to rename Squibb Park after legendary rapper and Brooklyn Heights native Adam Yauch, 
center, who was a member of the hip hop group the Beastie Boys with Adam Horovitz (left) and Michael Diamond.
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Store Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri, 7:30am to 5pm & Thurs, 7:30am to 7pm

You’ll run out of room before you run out of options.
Andersen® windows come in styles, shapes and sizes to fi t any purpose and every personality. With natural wood 
interiors, low-maintenance exteriors and a host of elegant options, it’s no wonder professional builders and 
remodelers choose Andersen windows more often than any other brand.

Visit our showroom today to see the complete line of energy-effi cient 
Andersen windows and doors.

BY AARON SHORT
Think you’ve seen some 

crazy art — this guy’s proj-
ect earned him a residency 
at Rikers Island and a man-
datory psychiatric evalua-
tion.

Greenpoint designer 
Takeshi Miyakawa 50, was 
released on Wednesday after 
spending fi ve days in jail for 
allegedly hanging plastic “I 
Love NY” bags with battery-
powered lights, sparking a 
bomb scare on Bedford Av-
enue last Friday.

Cops cordoned off three 
blocks of the Northside’s 
prime retail strip for several 
hours and called in the bomb 
squad to investigate a plastic 
bag and wires spotted hang-
ing from a tree. Investiga-
tors fi rst considered the art 
project a “suspicious pack-
age,” then later determined 
it was harmless.

Hours later, cops say they 
spotted Miyakawa as he was 
securing a second LED-illu-

minated shopping bag on a 
light post at Bedford Avenue 
and Lorimer Street and took 
him into custody.

Prosecutors charged the 
artist — who was born in Ja-
pan and had no prior crimi-
nal record — with reckless 
endangerment, planting a 
false bomb, and criminal 

nuisance.
But Brooklyn Judge 

Martin Murphy ordered the 
designer to undergo a psy-
chiatric evaluation and stay 
behnd bars for 30 days. He 
was released after fi ve days 
in the slammer.

A police source said he 
is baffl ed by the judge’s de-
cision to keep Miyakawa at 
Rikers, since some burglary 
and graffi ti suspects have 
been released from custody 
in hours.

“He told us his intention 
was to produce artwork,” 
said the NYPD source. “He 
cooperated completely.”

Art critic Hrag Varta-
nian says that the mental 
health evaluation is disturb-
ing and the judge clearly 
does not understand contem-
porary art.

“The only reason they 
might be doing something 
more than usual is because 
there were electronics in-
volved,” he said. “It’s ridicu-

lous that they would over-
react to a situation like this. 
The authorities are not being 
educated on what artists use 
and what is considered art.”

Miyakawa studied archi-
tecture at Tokyo University 
before coming to New York 
to work in a design fi rm. He 
makes high-end furniture 
inside his studio at Man-
hattan Avenue’s Greenpoint 
Manufacturing and Design 
Center and builds models 
for world-renowned archi-
tect Rafael Viñoly, includ-
ing the scale model for  Wil-
liamsburg’s Domino Sugar 
project .

Miyakawa’s friends de-
scribe him as a charming 
and old-fashioned gentleman 
who just got a cell phone this 
year and still doesn’t know 
how to use it.

“He’s the kind of guy 
that does something and if 
you have a problem with it, 
he’ll apologize profusely,” 
said Louis Lim, a designer 

who considers Miyakawa a 
mentor.

Miyakawa has not dis-
cussed his intentions for the 
bag project with the press, 
but Lim said it was intended 
to coincide with Design 
Week and that the artist had 
placed other similar “I Love 
NY” bags elsewhere in the 
city.

More than 1,450 people 
signed a petition demand-
ing the artist’s release from 
jail and 3,367 have “liked” 
a “Free Takeshi” Facebook 
page.

Before Miyakawa’s re-
lease, attorney Deborah 
Blum said his spirits were 
good considering the cir-
cumstances and that he 
wanted to thank his friends 
for their support.

His allies said he should 
have been released shortly 
after his arrest.

“The charges are greatly 
infl amed,” said Lim. “He’s 
been held for more than 
three days for something 
that should be classifi ed as 
at the most a fi ne from the 
city or a citation.”

Greenpoint designer sent to jail for street-art installation

IT’S CONCEPTUAL: Cops called in the bomb squad on Bedford Av-
enue last Friday when they noticed this hanging work of art. 

BAD REVIEW: Artist Takeshi 
Miyakawa was arrested on Fri-
day for putting up a sculpture 
on a tree that police believed 
resembled a bomb. 

Cops: Art show bombs
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4 Lift Chair Styles
GIVES YOU 
AN EXTRA BOOST!

$79999 $99999

RIALTO
Recliner
Orig. $549

$50
Off Purchase of 

$500 or more

$100
Off Purchase of 
$1000 or more

$200
Off Purchase of 
$2000 or more

$300
Off Purchase of 
$3500 or more

LAUREL 
Designer Sofa
Orig. $1199.00

FORTE
Leather Match
Chaise Recliner

Photos are for illustration only. Not all items in all stores. Delivery charges apply. Immediate delivery, in stock items only. †Restrictions apply. Available on in-
stock merchandise, Delivery Days Tuesday thru Saturday. Purchase must be made prior to 2 pm. May not apply to certain delivery locations. See store for details.

ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
150 Sunrise Hwy
516-766-0910

CARLE PLACE
265 Glen Cove Rd.
516-248-2323

FARMINGDALE
1644 Route 110
631-845-4790

SETAUKET
4016 Nesconset Hwy. (Rte 347)
631-642-3240

ALL STORES OPEN: Monday–Saturday 10am-9pm (RVC 10am-6pm), Sunday 10am-6pm

The BEST & LARGEST DISPLAY of La-Z-Boy Furniture in the Metro Area!

1-800-RECLINER          WWW.LAZBOY.COM/LONGISLAND-NYC

6 Special order 
colors to choose.

SOFABEDS
Featuring Full, Queen
and Chair and a Half
Size Beds

Starting at
CLARK Reclining Sofa
Orig. $1359.99

14 Styles 
to Choose! 

NO
MONEY DOWN

+ plus + 

INTEREST FREE

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

See store for 

details

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★
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$3993999999$39999
$49999

299
$5995999999$59999

$7997999999$79999

$69999

SAVE 
$560

SAVE 
$400

NEXT DAY 
DELIVERY

Available on In-Stock
Merchandise†

BUY DIRECT&SAVE
UP TO

LIMITED TIME
MEMORIAL DAY

SPECIALS!

“Come in and feel the difference.”

With this coupon only. Excludes ad specials,clearance items, hot buys and prior sales. Can’t be combined with other offers. Limit one per customer. Expires 5/28/12.

Most sofabeds available with
10" thick SlumberAir mattress
at additional charge

Hey Brooklyn... We’re Closer Than You Think!

PB PB PB PB

AMITY
Recliner

$44999
Orig. $549

$79999
Orig. $1,029Orig. $869

SAVE 
$230

RALEIGH
Recliner

$54999

PINNACLE
LEATHER
Match Chaise
Recliner

SAVE 
$320

OVER 100 RECLINERS ON DISPLAY

HOLIDAY HOURS
Today 10am–6pm

Memorial Day 10am–9pm

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
The Great GoogaMooga 

didn’t live up to its name 
— at least for hundreds of 
“VIP” ticket holders who 
will get refunds after a not-
so-great experience.

Organizers of Prospect 
Park’s much-hyped food 
and music festival are giv-
ing $250 back to each con-
cert-goer who shelled out 
for premium passes as an 
apology for not providing 
enough grub and booze on 
Saturday.

“We’re very sorry if we 
disappointed you,”  event 
planners said in a state-
ment on Wednesday . “To of-
fi cially extend our apology, 
we’re offering you a 100 per-
cent refund.”

Most concert-goers got 
free passes for the festival, 
but some paid big bucks 
for “Extra Mooga” tickets 
so they could have access 
to weekend-long food and 
drink and extra perfor-
mances and discussions 
featuring stars such as chef 
and TV personality An-
thony Bourdain and former 
LCD Soundsystem front-
man James Murphy.

But many concert-goers 
who paid for special brace-
lets to get into gated-off 
areas felt not-so-very im-
portant when they learned 
beer lines lasted 45 minutes 
and that most of the food 
was gone by 4 pm on Satur-
day.

“Starving, stranded in 

the heat, standing on end-
less lines for food,” wrote 
one Twitter user.

Another visitor de-
scribed it as the “biggest 
letdown.”

“That was the DMV of 
festivals,” wrote a third.

Superfl y Presents, the 
company in charge, said 
bummed out “Extra Mooga” 
buyers have 30 days to col-
lect refunds by e-mailing re-
funds@googamooga.com.

That pleased some mu-
sic-loving foodies, who 
called the refund “a classy 
move” on the event’s Face-
book page.

“Respectable!” wrote 
concert-goer Pamela Ca-
sella Keane. “Better plan-
ning for next year!”

GoogaBoondoggle!
Ticket holders get refunds after Prospect Park’s festival fl op

NO FUN FEST: Food ran out in the “Extra Mooga” section — but not here, where the lay people ate.

tion — who rose to 
prominence after be-
ing discovered on You-
Tube in 2007 — won’t 
be the first A-lister to 
perform at the future 
home of the Brooklyn 
Nets on Atlantic and 
Flatbush avenues.

Eight-time Grammy 
award-winner and 
Brooklyn legend Bar-

bra Streisand will  play 
two homecoming shows  
at the $1-billion arena 
in October. 

Other musicians 
coming to the 18,200-
seat venue include rap 
mogul and Nets part-
owner Jay-Z,  who will 
open the Barclays 
Center on Sept. 28 , 
Rush, and Leonard 
Cohen.

Continued from page 1

Bieber at Barclays
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FACILITIES/SERVICES

Based on availability and not valid for weekends and long holidays

Less than a block away from Flushing Avenue Stop of Subway (J, Z, M)
Next to WoodHull Hospital

GUEST ROOM AMENITIES

10%
 

OFF
 

with
 th

is 
ad

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Students at a Dyker 

Heights school showed off 
their history knowledge 
and their arts smarts with 
the dedication of a moving 
9-11 memorial mural on 
May 16.

Some 70 middle school-
ers at William McKinley 
on Fort Hamilton Park-
way spent months under 
the oversight of teachers 
Thomas Buxton and Roma 
Karas creating the 150-foot 
tribute to the heroes and 
victims of the World Trade 
Center attacks in a wing of 
their building. At the same 
time they also learned 
about the events of that fate-
ful day and about Renais-
sance and art deco painting. 
Buxton said the curriculum 
he and Karas designed was 
inspired by the frightening 
ignorance their students 
displayed about 9-11.

“We have a whole gen-
eration of kids who are too 
young to really know any-
thing about it,” Buxton said, 

suggesting that many teach-
ers avoided bringing up the 
subject because it was still 
too painful to discuss. 

Starting on the 10th an-
niversary of the attacks, 
Buxton and Karas had 
both survivors and those 
who lost loved ones come 
in to address their classes. 
Meanwhile, their students 
studied the works of Mi-

chelangelo and Donatello, 
as well as the painting and 
sculpture of the 1920s and 
’30s. As a result, their mu-
ral took inspiration from 
everything from the ceiling 
of the Sistene Chapel to the 
frieze on Buffalo’s city hall. 
The kids also composed 700 
original poems about those 
killed when the Twin Tow-
ers fell, which they added to 

the mural. Buxton said the 
idea was to blend different 
subjects.

“We wanted to layer lit-
erature, history, artwork, 
and student work,” he said.

The school invited local 
leaders, the police and fi re 
departments, and the Po-
lice Benevolent Association 
to join them at the dedica-
tion ceremony. Each agency 
gave the school a special 
gift as a token of thanks, 
with the Police Benevolent 
Association going so far 
as to create individualized 
plaques for every student 
who contributed to the mu-
ral. Association spokesman 
Al O’Leary echoed Buxton’s 
concern about young people 
forgetting their history and 
said that the union wanted 
to pay tribute to the stu-
dents’ efforts.

“It was a no-brainer. It’s 
such a wonderful project, 
and it’s something sorely 
needed to remind kids of 
what happened that day,” 
said O’Leary.

Students create tribute to remember the heroes and victims of 9-11

Young artists paint memorial mural

LABOR OF LOVE: Students at William McKinley spent months 
painting a 150-foot mural to honor those killed on Sept. 11. 
 Courtesy of Thomas Buxton

TRIBUTE: The kids based the mural on famous art deco and Re-
naissance works such as one that took its cue from Michelangelo’s 
“La Pieta” (above), and honored responders hurt and killed in the 
attacks.
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77The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

FOR MORE INFORMATION
718-802-3330 or admissions@beoc.cuny.edu

Minimum Qualifi cations for Consideration

College Prep

GED Prep

English as a Second Language 

with Computer Literacy

Medical Assisting

Medical E-Records

Hospitality Management

*National Certifi cation Available

Academic and Supportive Services Available

18 years of age or older 

US Citizen, Permanent Resident or Refugee

Resident of NY State for One Year

High School Diploma or GED required 

for College Prep and Careeer Programs 

(Individuals with college credits are not elegible)

Low to Moderate Income

BEOC Offers Tuition FREE Programs!
Academic Programs Career Programs*

111 Livingston Street (Enter on Boerum Place)

BY COLIN MIXSON
Councilman Jumaane Williams fl at out 

lied when he claimed a new building slated 
for Foster Avenue was going to be a hot-sheet 
hotel, said the Long Island developer over-
seeing the project, who claims that he has 
no intention of renting rooms by the hour.

Danny Mehta, who co-owns the hotel 
with Viral Patel, said the business he plans 
to build near E. 59th Street will not cater to 
lovers looking for a quick getaway — or hook-
ers looking for a place to work.

“It’s not going to be an hourly rate,” said 
Mehta. “It’s going to be a nice, clean hotel. 
Why would we put all this money into a busi-
ness to host drug dealers and prostitutes?”

But Councilman Williams (D–Flatbush) 
doesn’t believe Mehta. 

The legislator’s letter-writing campaigns 
to Borough President Markowitz and Mayor 
Bloomberg protesting the hotel are continu-
ing. He’s also held a handful of emergency 
meetings to discuss how to attack the proj-
ect before a shovel goes into the ground. 

Despite Mehta’s assurances, Williams 
vows to continue to fi ght the hotel, which 

meets city zoning requirements and doesn’t 
need any special permits or approvals to be 
built. 

“This is going to be a long battle,” Wil-
liams said. “We have to let [the developers] 
know that public pressure will be main-
tained even after the hotel is up, and let them 
know we’ll make if diffi cult for the people 
that want to work in that hotel and for the 
people who want to stay at that hotel.”

But Williams has provided very little evi-
dence to back up his vitriol against the ho-
tel — other than the fact that the three-story, 
39-unit facility is in a residential community 
and won’t be run by a major hotel chain.

Mehta said he and his partner have fol-
lowed all the rules. Objections to the hotel 
began pouring in only after they commit-
ted to the project, he said.

“I don’t understand why they would try 
to stop me,” Mehta said. “If I did something 
wrong, then I would understand. I spent the 
money for the architect to get the permit, 
and nobody was complaining then. Now 
it’s too late, if they don’t want a hotel they’ll 
have to buy me out.”

Landlord: Motel won’t have hot sheets

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Replacing a parking spot 

with bike racks is a differ-
ent kind of fair trade for the 
owners of a famous Park 
Slope coffeehouse.

The city has removed 
one automotive parking 
space in front of Gorilla 
Coffee to make room for 
four on-street bike racks.

“Coffee and bikes go 
hand in hand in this neigh-
borhood,” said Darleen 
Scherer, owner of the brew 
house on Fifth Avenue and 
Park Place. 

“It kind of happened or-
ganically.”

Civic leaders say the 
project — the second-of-its-
kind in Brooklyn — de-clut-
ters a stretch of sidewalk 
that’s popular with bikes 
because it’s near the cafe 
and R&A Cycles.

The plan calls for add-
ing a parking space for cars 
across the street by legaliz-
ing parking at a previously 
off-limits spot, said Com-
munity Board 6 district 
manager Craig Hammer-
man.

“It’s a good solution — 
and there’s no net loss of 
parking,” he said.

The O-shaped racks, 
which are protected from 
wayward vehicles by a 
planter, come on the heels 
of  a similar project in Car-
roll Gardens  in which the 

city removed car parking to 
install a bike corral.

A Department of Trans-
portation spokeswoman 
said the parking spot across 
from the bike corral allows 
“no standing anytime,” but 
will be made legitimate this 
month because the cross-
walk on Fifth Avenue is di-
agonal and has extra room.

Park Slope business 
owners like the idea, as 
long as on-street bike racks 

don’t pop up everywhere, 
said Irene LoRe of the Fifth 
Avenue Business Improve-
ment District.

“We don’t want this to 
happen everywhere but this 
is a good corner for it,” she 
said. “Cars and bikes are 
the lifeblood of the neigh-
borhood.”

Scherer says she agreed to 
clean the area near the bike 
racks, which street sweeping 
vehicles can’t reach.

SHARING THE STREET: The city removed a parking spot in front of 
Gorilla Coffee to put in bike racks. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Fifth Avenue is rack-y road



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

M
AY

 2
7, 

20
12

8

Landscape the Yard

Furnish Your Home

Buy Merchandise

Remodel Your Home

Expand Your Business

Educate A Child

Home Improvement 
LOANS AVAILABLE

We Gave Out Over $35 Million 
in Loans Last Year

NEED SOME?

Where people are worth more than money

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

www.brfcu.org

For More Info Call 718.745.7776

TWO GREAT CAMPS!
TWO SEPARATE LOCATIONS
BEST PRICES IN BROOKLYN

OPEN HOUSE

Bet. 3rd & 4th Ave.

bayridgesportscamp.com

OPEN HOUSE

Bet. 12rd & 13th Ave.

dykerheightssportscamp.com

74TH ST. 65TH ST.

BY COLIN MIXSON
Adults and kids alike 

fl ocked to Floyd Bennett 
Field this weekend to soak-
ing in the bright sun, gorge 
on cotton candy, and try 
out all the wild, scream-
generating carnival rides at 
this year’s fun-fi lled Kings 
County Fair.

The fair was well-stocked 
with your typical carnival 
ride offerings, including a 
Ferris wheel, roller coaster, 
and a spattering of kiddy 
rides. One unique addition 
to this year’s May fair fe-
tivities was the “Stinger,” a 
massive pendulum ride, not 
unlike a viking ship attrac-
tion, which is the only one 
of its kind in the country — 
currently there are 11 in the 
world, with the remaining 
10 residing in Europe.

“It’s pretty cool,” said 
Aviator Sports Center Mar-
keting Manager Jaclyn 
Muns. “It’s 85-feet tall and 
you spin in one direction, 
and then the whole piece 
goes in another direction. 
It’s a little scary looking, 
but apparently it’s quite 
fun.”

Other less frightening 
attractions included the 
the World Famous “High 

Flying Pages” aerial tra-
peze show, “Miss Vicenta 
and her Royal White Ben-
gal Tigers,” and eqestrian 
artistry performed by “The 
Riding Donnerts with Miss 

Mercedes Ballerina on 
Horseback.”

Kings County Fair at the 
Aviator Sports Center [3159 
Flatbush Ave. between Avi-
ation Road and the Shore 
Parkway in Mill Basin, 
(718) 758–7500, www.avia-
torsports.com]. Until Mon-
day, May 28. $5 general ad-
mission.

Kings County Fair is full of fun and thrills

FUN FOR ALL: (Top) Nicole 
Khotimsky (center) is having 
a great time on the “Stinger,” 
while (above) Monica Fulks, 
Katherine Plyam, and Brenda 
Bliadze feel the wind in their 
hair on the “Super Himalaya.” 
(Left) Ishaan Moser slides with 
nephew Sudesh. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

Brooklyn is the 
fairest of them all
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3500 Nostrand Ave. 
(between Ave. U & Ave. V)

HEALTHQUEST stands at the forefront in providing quality 

TREATMENTS OFFERED:

“When Life Really Matters”

BY ZACH BRAZILLER
Canarsie football coach 

Mike Camardese has been 
sacked!

The 56-year-old coach 
and retired physical edu-
cation teacher who led the 
Canarsie Chiefs for nearly 
three decades was given 
an unsatisfactory rating by 
school administrators and 
dismissed on May 7. 

A job opening for a new 
coach has been posted, but 
a replacement has yet to 
be named. Junior varsity 
coach Joseph Brown is 
running spring practices, 
sources say.

Today, Camardese can’t 
walk two steps without be-
ing stopped by a student 
who’s heard the news. 

The longtime Canarsie 
football coach said he just 
smiles and nods when a 
student walks up to console 
him.

“It’s like a funeral 
around here,” he said. 

But the mourning may 
soon end: Camardese, the 
longest-tenured and most 

victorious football coach in 
the city, said he’s appealing 
the unsatisfactory rating 
with the United Federation 
of Teachers, but that could 
take up to eight months. 

Camardese declined to 
elaborate on the basis of 
his unsatisfactory rating, 
claiming that it could hurt 
his appeal. He did say his 
dismissal had to do with 
“little irrelevant things.” 

“It’s no scandal,” he said. 
“It’s all nonsense.”

Camardese has been 
faulted for having alumni 
in the locker room with 
the team. He’s also been 
blamed for allowing assis-
tant coaches to park in un-
authorized parking spots.

Canarsie High School 
Athletic Director Dale Wil-
son referred all comments 
to Department of Education 
spokesperson Margie Fein-
berg. Feinberg wouldn’t 
comment on Camardese’s 
personnel record.

Camardese said Canar-
sie High School has changed 
ever since it was phased out 

and turned into a series of 
smaller schools known as 
the Canarsie Educational 
Campus.

The coach claims he’s 
butted heads with new 
school administrators on a 
variety of issues since the 
new campus opened.

“For 30 years I never had 
a problem with anybody,” 
said Camardese, who led 
the Chiefs to four city cham-
pionship games — the last 
one in 2007 — and prepared 
countless athletes for col-
lege teams, including NFL 
players Leon Williams and 
Lance Schulters. 

“I’m here for the kids. 
It’s the kids who are getting 
hurt.”

Camardese said the ath-
letic budget was virtually 
taken away and the pro-
gram only remained alive 
because of donations from 
the Canarsie Chiefs Parent 
Football Club. 

Club president Joan 
Boreland was stunned that 
coach Carmadese had been 
let go.

“I’ve known him since 
2004 and he’s always looked 
out for the kids, always did 
right by them,” she said. 
“To me, that’s all that mat-
ters.”

There isn’t a single par-

ent of a football player that 
isn’t upset with the news, 
Boreland said, adding that 
several parents were look-
ing into taking their chil-
dren out of the school. 

Like Camardese, the 

parents are unhappy with 
the current administration, 
Boreland said. 

“This administration 
has not proven to me to be 
supportive of student ath-
letes,” she said.

Canarsie High axes football coach

ARE “U" KIDDING ME?: Canarsie High School football coach Mike Camardese plans to fi ght the U 
rating school administrators gave him in the hopes of retaining his position. Photo by An Rong Xu
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The ultimate in affordable elegance

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

Parties
Accommodating 30-200 Guests

2926 Avenue S. Marine Park 
Call for Reservations
718.998.4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com

718-253-7117
www.nickslobster.com

Exit 11N 
Off Belt Pkwy

Dine in only. 

Restaurant 
  & Seafood Market

All major Credit 
Cards Accepted

Take-out Orders Welcome
Gift Certifi cates Available For All Occasions

We Are Open 7 Days A Week 
Lunch And Dinner

Fresh Seafood Market:
Live Maine Lobsters & Fresh Fish Daily

2777 Flatbush Ave.
Plenty of FREE Parking

EVERY THURSDAY 
LIVE MUSIC 

WITH MAURICE 
ON VOCALS

WEDNESDAYS 
50% OFF 

RAW BAR & 
BEER SPECIAL

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY AARON SHORT
Brooklyn’s “No Impact 

Man” hopes to make a big 
impact next year — in Wash-
ington.

Environmentalist Colin 
Beavan — the Clinton Hill 
resident who made a name 
for himself by curbing his 
fossil fuel consumption and 
living to blog about it — is 
throwing his sustainably 
made hat into the ring to suc-
ceed Rep. Ed Towns (D–Fort 
Greene).

Beavan will square off 
against the winner of a Dem-
ocratic contest between State 
Assemblyman Hakeem Jef-
fries (D–Prospect Heights) 
and Councilman Charles 
Barron (D–Canarsie), on the 
Green Party ticket.

Though he’s best known 
for his personal austerity 
measures — chronicling 
his avoidance of energy-
sucking appliances like air 
conditioners in the name of 
a healthier Earth — he says 
his hope is to jump-start the 
economy by backing Brook-
lyn businesses.

“The government and 
corporations take wealth 
away from communities 
and we basically beg for the 
money back, but we should 
invest in job development 
here so money doesn’t leave 
the neighborhoods,” said 
Beavan.

Born in Stuyvesant 
Town, Beavan got an engi-
neering degree, consulted 
for housing and health pro-
viders, and wrote for maga-
zines before becoming an 
environmental activist af-
ter reading stories about the 
country’s dependence on for-
eign oil during the Iraq War.

In 2006, he launched 
the blog “ No Impact Man ,” 
where he described his ef-
forts to shrink his environ-
mental footprint.

He detailed his family’s 
avoidance of gasoline, elec-
tricity, and heat — and deci-
sion to only eat food grown 
within 100 miles of Brook-
lyn. They became vegetar-
ians, nixed most transpor-
tation, and even managed to 
keep the air conditioners off 
in 100-degree August heat.

“We were a little bit lucky 
there was cross ventilation 
in the apartment,” said Bea-
van. “We would fi ll up the 
bath with water and leave it, 

waste-reduction techniques 
in their own lives.

Beavan hopes to use his 
experience in eco-abstinence 
to inform public policy. He 
still manages to do his part 
to reduce climate change 
such as restricting per-
sonal travel, but, if elected, 
he would probably take the 
train to go to work.

And even if he doesn’t 
win, he hopes to engage and 
excite a district stretching 
across the borough from 
Brooklyn Heights to Brigh-
ton Beach as an everyman 
candidate (albeit the every-
man candidate who once  re-
fused to use toilet paper for 
one year ).

“Our real goal is to get 
people involved in the demo-
cratic process,” said Beavan. 
“Citizens should decide for 
themselves to run for offi ce 
and represent their com-
munities better than profes-
sional politicians can.”

and on the blistering nights 
we would jump in the baths 
and make ourselves wet.”

The blog led to a book 
deal, a documentary, a na-
tional speaking tour, con-
ferences, and a nonprofi t, 
 noimpactproject.org , which 
shows readers how to in-
corporate some of Beavan’s 

BY DANIEL BUSH
A Republican Sheep-

shead Bay T-shirt maker 
has his sights set on taking 
over a longtime Democratic 
congressional seat that now 
contains conservative-lean-
ing neighborhoods such as 
Marine Park and Bergen 
Beach. 

“My odds are really 
good now,” Alan Bellone 
said about succeeding Rep. 
Ed Towns (D–Canarsie). 
“Republicans have a shot to 
take this seat.”

Bellone, who owns A 
Stitch Above in Downtown 
and ran unsuccessfully 
against Assemblywoman 
Helene Weinstein (D-
Sheepshead Bay) in 2008 
and 2010, said the seat could 
be his because residents of 
neighborhoods added to 
Towns’s expansive Central 
Brooklyn district earlier 
this year have backed Rep. 
Bob Turner (R–Sheepshead 
Bay) and GOP state senate 
candidate David Storobin.

The 49-year-old father of 
two also said he’ll be the fa-

vorite in Southern Brooklyn.
“Knowing those neigh-

borhoods will give me an 
advantage,” said Bellone, 
who’s launching his candi-
dacy later this month and 
promised to focus his ener-
gies on jobs, housing, and 
education if he’s elected.

Bellone will battle either 
Assemblyman Hakeem Jef-
fries (D–Fort Greene) or 
Councilman Charles Barron 
(D–Canarsie), and Green 
candidate Colin Beavan.

Green candidate hopes to leave a trace in Rep. race

GREEN HOUSE: Environmental 
activist Colin Beavan declared 
his run for Congress on the 
Green Party ticket. 

GOP T-shirt maker 
eyes Towns seat

His natural election
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BY DANIEL BUSH
PS 52 students have a lot 

of heart — and they jumped 
around to prove it.

More than 350 young-
sters showed off their skills 
at the Sheepshead Bay 
school’s sixth-annual Jump 
For Heart fi eld day and 
fund-raiser on May 16. The 
day-long event raised $4,100 

for the American Heart As-
sociation, according to or-
ganizer Lara Novella.

“We had great turnout 
and everyone enjoyed them-
selves,” said Novella, a gym 
teacher at the school on E. 
29th Street near Voorhies Av-
enue. “The kids came away 
with healthy habits and gave 
back to the community.”

Novella said students do-
nated $5 or more to spend the 
day jumping rope, playing 
basketball, and competing 
in other athletic exercises 
that imparted valuable les-
sons about sportsmanship, 
teamwork, and community 
service — and the impor-
tance of staying healthy.

“Everyone has a fam-

ily member who has been 
touched with heart disease 
or a stroke,” Novella said. 
“So it hits close to home.”

Jump For Heart is an 
initiative of the American 
Heart Association, a lead-
ing non-profi t organization 
dedicated to reducing death 
by heart disease through 
research and education. 

JUMP AROUND: (Above) PS 52 student Briana Barbarino partici-
pated in the school’s annual Jump For Hope fund-raiser. (Right)
Emily Mayleas, Alexandera Calabrese, and Milly Tenenbaum also 
jumped for a good cause — raising $4,100 for the American Heart 
Association.  Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

Students skip rope for good cause
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Make An Impression With Your Smile
We treat children, teens, and adults. 

All phases of Family Dentistry performed in our office. 
Now accepting new patients.

CALL US TODAY FOR A CONVENIENT APPOINTMENT

Laser, Cosmetic, and Comprehensive Dentistry

1122 Avenue P (1 Block East Of Coney Island Ave.)

Telephone:  • Fax: 

Strict Sterilization Techniques

 1-718-339-78781-718-339-7878

Noah’s Ark
VETERINARIAN

WE TREAT THEM LIKE FAMILY
10% OFF

Visit
with coupon

(or for 
mentioning

our ad)

BY COLIN MIXSON
Let there be golf.
Borough President 

Markowitz spoke at the Ma-
rine Park Golf Course be-
fore an audience of civic and 
business leaders on May 15, 
using characteristically 
optimistic language to de-
scribe the borough’s future 
at a reception fl aunting the 
renovations that continue 
to enhance the city’s largest 

public golf course.
“The Marine Park Golf 

Course is the ‘people’s golf 
course’ and Brooklyn’s 
very own public country 
club,” said Markowitz. “In a 
sport known for attracting 
the elite, this green jewel in 
Southern Brooklyn makes 
it possible for the average 
working man or woman to 
learn the game, and, thanks 
to the new renovations, the 

greens have been trans-
formed into one of the pre-
mier courses in New York 
City. And who knows — the 
golf legends of tomorrow 
may be hitting the links 
at the Marine Park Golf 
Course today.”

The course renovations, 
which are scheduled to be 
completed within the next 
three to four years, seek 
to add a country club aes-

thetic to the public course, 
and there are hopes that 
the course will become the 
future home to world-class 
golf tournaments.

“Better golfers right now 
will get in their car and leave 
Brooklyn to go to Long Is-
land, and our goal is to keep 
them close to home and keep 
those dollars in Brooklyn,” 
said golf course co-owner 
Adam Giordano.

PUTTER PARTY!: (Above) Borough President Markowitz tests out 
his swing while (far left) Christine and Kyle Dugan of Cobble Hill 
have a bite to eat and (center) Fred Ranzoni of Park Slope and Tan-
ya Odom of Canarsie toast the Marine Park Golf Course’s rehab. 
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Golfers toast Marine Park rehab
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Five Star Luxury • First Class Care • Affordably Yours
2900 Bragg Street, Brooklyn, New York 11235 (off Emmons Avenue) 

718-891-8400 •  Fax 718-568-3383
admissions@thewaterfordonthebay.com

www.TheWaterfordOnTheBay.com

JOIN US FOR A
COMPLIMENTARY
LUNCH & TOUR!
1-866-769-1006

Signup by June 30
and take advantage of our

Waterford 
Wellness 
Program

at no cost for 6 weeks!

at The Waterford 
on the Bay

There's nothing like living the good life 
with all your needs taken care of . . . 
from cooking to laundry . . . 
while enjoying the the fresh bayside breeze,
glorious vistas and fabulous company!

Kitchen Cabinets, Flooring,
Bath Vanities, Faucets,

Exterior And Interior Doors,
Locks And Much More

FREE Kitchen Layout And
Design With Purchase

FREE Faucet (Selected Styles)
With Purchase Of A Kitchen
Valued At $3,000 Or More

Kitchen Cabinets, Flooring,
Bath Vanities, Faucets,

Exterior And Interior Doors,
Locks And Much More

FREE Kitchen Layout And
Design With Purchase

FREE Faucet (Selected Styles)
With Purchase Of A Kitchen
Valued At $3,000 Or More

Prospect Park Zoo is showing off 
its crop of new babies — and they’re 
otter-ly irresistible!

Dixie, a North American river ot-
ter, gave birth to three adorable pups 
in February — the first born in the 
city since 1956, the Wildlife Conserva-
tion Society says.

The painfully cute web-footed ba-

bies are usually found in Canada.
But you don’t need to leave the bor-

ough for a chance to peek at these little 
bundles of joy.

Prospect Park Zoo [450 Flatbush 
Ave. between Eastern Parkway and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect Park, (718) 
399-7339]. $8 for adults, $5 for kids.

— Natalie O’Neill

Meet Brooklyn’s new awwww-ters
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BY DANIEL BUSH
A city decision to repair 

an outer-borough board-
walk with wood has oppo-
nents of the Coney Island 
Boardwalk’s upcoming con-
crete makeover accusing 
the Parks Department of 
turning back on its word.

Agency offi cials have 
said repeatedly that repair-
ing city boardwalks with 
wood was no longer a vi-
able option — sparking the 
move to replace the iconic 
Coney Island Boardwalk 
with concrete and plastic 
lumber. 

But the city began re-
pairing a 10-block stretch of 
the longer, but far less excit-
ing, Rockaway boardwalk 
with lumber last week — a 
move that has Coney Board-
walk advocates spitting 
nails.

“It’s an unbelievable 
slap in the face to our com-
munities,” said Rob Burst-
ein, the president of the 
Coney-Brighton Boardwalk 
Alliance. “It shows that it’s 
possible to have a wooden 
boardwalk.”

Friends of the Board-
walk founder Todd Dobrin 
was also outraged.

“I’m furious,” said Do-
brin, who has been fi ghting 

The agency tested the 
materials on two sections 
of the walkway in 2011, 
claiming that concrete was 
sturdier and cheaper than 
using real wood. 

But preservationists 
balked at the suggestion, 
claiming the plan would 
ruin the look and feel of the 
historic Boardwalk and 
turn the rest of the strip 
into a sidewalk. 

The Public Design Com-
mission gave the Parks De-
partment the OK to tear out 
the Boardwalk in Brighton 
Beach — and install a 12-
foot-wide concrete lane for 
emergency vehicles and a 
19-foot-wide lane built out 
of recycled plastic boards 
for pedestrians — after 
agency offi cials testifi ed 
that wood was no longer a 
viable option.

Yet residents say the 
current repair project in 
Queens proves otherwise.

“I can’t understand their 
reasoning,” said Brigh-
ton Beach resident Arlene 
Brenner. 

“It’s ridiculous.”

boardwalk, which drew 3.6 
million visitors last year, 
will replace planks Hurri-
cane Irene turned into kin-
dling last year. 

A one-mile section of the 
5.5-mile walk has already 
been paved over with con-
crete, Lalor noted.

Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R–Queens) doled out $1.6 
million in taxpayer dollars 
to help repair the Rockaway 
boardwalk.

That news wasn’t lost on 
critics who slammed Coun-
cilman Domenic Recchia 
(D–Coney Island)  for sup-
porting the city’s plan  to 
replace the Boardwalk be-
tween Coney Island Avenue 
and Brighton 15th Street 
with concrete and recycled 
plastic lumber. 

“We need elected offi -
cials to support the Board-
walk here the way that they 
did in Queens,” Burstein 
said.

Recchia declined to com-
ment on this story.

In 2010, the Parks De-
partment  proposed replac-
ing  the entire Boardwalk 
with concrete and plastic 
lumber — except for a four-
block section in the historic 
amusement district be-
tween W. 15th and W. 10th 
streets — as part of its $30-
million renovation of the 
aging 2.7-mile span, which 
opened in 1923.

the city’s plans to take away 
the Boardwalk’s cherished 
planks. “Every boardwalk 
should be treated equally.”

But city offi cials say 
they’re not fl ip-fl opping.

“Under a full reconstruc-
tion of the Rockaway board-
walk, we would consider 
using concrete,” said Parks 
Department spokeswoman 
Meghan Lalor, who said 
repairs on the Rockaway 

C.E.M.S.
TRAVEL ENTERPRISE

676 Morris Park Avenue (Corner Victor)

718-824-2474

  (Caribbean, Bangladesh, Italy, Mexico)
 (Business/Personal)

  (South/Central America, Cuba, Mexico

   (Spanish to English)

WE CAN HELP

CALL US
Se Habla Español

HOURS:
Mon-Fri - 9am - 7:30pm

The Parks Department is rebuilding a damaged 
section of the Rockaway boardwalk with wood, an-
gering opponents of the city’s plan to pave over a 
large portion of the much-more-famous Coney Island 
Boardwalk, who say that their seaside promenade 
deserves the same treatment. 

Here’s how the two historic spans measure up: 

Queens boardwalk fl ip-fl op has Coney Island plank lovers hopping mad

Board-war

In Rockaway, city says wood is good 

Coney 
Island

Boardwalk Rockaway 
Beach

The People’s 
Playground

Nickname The Hipster 
Riviera

1923 Opened 1930

2.7 miles Length 5.5 miles

Rides Big attraction Nothing

“The 
Warriors,” 
Nathan’s

Famous for The Ramones, 
Rockaway 
Taco

SEPARATE AND UNEQUAL: Boardwalk Alliance President Rob 
Burstein (right) is furious that the city is repairing the Queens 
boardwalk with wood (above), but is paving over Brooklyn’s walk-
way with concrete. Photos by Elizabeth Graham
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Vikings invaded the 

streets of Bay Ridge and the 
fi elds of Owls Head Park as 
the neighborhood celebrated 
its Scandinavian roots on 
May 19 and 20.

The Norwegian Indepen-
dence Day Parade — which 
commemorates the nation’s 
declaration of freedom from 
Sweden on May 17, 1814 — 
broke with nearly 40 years 
of tradition on Sunday when 
it rolled its longships and 
Nordic beauty queens down 
Third Avenue from 86th to 
69th streets instead of fol-
lowing Fifth Avenue. The pa-
rade’s committee said it made 
the move to boost sponsor-
ship and increase participa-
tion in the cavalcade, which 
has seen fl agging numbers 
as the Norwegian population 
has shrunk over the past four 
decades, and chairwoman 
Arlene Rutuelo said it was a 
success.

“We accomplished our 
goals in triple amounts,” Ru-
tuelo said, claiming the pa-

rade got its biggest crowd in 
more than a decade and point-
ing to the Norwegian fl ags 
displayed in front of stores all 
up and down the thorough-
fare. “Business owners who 
didn’t have an ounce of Nor-
wegian blood in them wanted 
to be a part of it.”

Rutuelo also credited the 
success to the Brooklyn Nor-
wegians Facebook page cre-
ated six months ago, which 
she said drew visitors from 
both the old country and the 
American midwest.

“It’s pretty cool how so-
cial media has upgraded and 
made our parade more suc-
cessful,” Rutuelo said, add-
ing that she served several 
tourists at her store Nor-
dic Delicacies, which sits 
on Third Avenue between 
Ovington Avenue and 71st 
Street.

Victoria Hofmo — who 
runs the Scandinavian East 
Coast Museum on Oving-
ton Avenue between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues — said 
that plenty of out-of-towners 

came to this year’s Viking 
Fest on Saturday, which she 
has helped organize in Owls 
Head Park for the past de-
cade. 

“It’s great that people 
are hearing about it, and 
we got a great turnout,” said 
Hofmo, who added that she 
met people from Vermont at 
the park, where several his-
torical re-enactment groups 
showed off ancient Scandi-
navian battle armor, dance, 
and refreshment.

Hofmo said she believes 
that newcomers and long-
time residents alike will 
keep the heritage events 
alive even as Scandinavians 
leave the borough or dissolve 
into its melting pot, thanks 
to the many churches, civic 
organizations, and now so-
cial media groups Norwe-
gians founded in the area.

“It’s not about how many 
of us are left. It’s about our 
voice, and showing what we 
did here, and acknowledging 
the people who went before 
us,” Hofmo said.

VIKINGS RAID
 BAY RIDGE!

NORWEGIAN CRUISE: (Above) Amanda Berntsen — aka Miss Norway — of New Jersey waved to specta-
tors lined up on Third Avenue. (Below right) Dr. Richard Van Nort of Historic Arms suits up at Owls Head 
Park while (below left) Seaphina Duclayan of Winsdor Terrace shows off her horned helmet.

Scandinavian culture celebrated on Third

nightclub. But I’m not going 
to do it. Most likely not.”

Now he says he will lease 
out the space — potentially 
to a child-care center.

“My fi rst option is to 
rent it out,” he said. “The 

only people who have ap-
proached me so far is a 
day-care center. I don’t care 
what they rent it for, as long 
as I can cover my losses and 
move on.”

Neighbors worry that 

Dimitrov could change his 
plans on a whim — and fear 
he doesn’t have their best 
interests at heart when con-
sidering possible uses for 
the space.

“His antagonistic, antiso-
cial behavior and history of 
misrepresenting his inten-
tions show a complete dis-
dain for the community in 
which he wishes to do busi-
ness,” said Williamsburg 
resident Jann Schwarz. “He 
has managed to alienate a 
very diverse group of neigh-
bors across all walks of life 
who are united in stopping 
his exploitative, cynical 
business from doing dam-
age to a quiet, inclusive and 
family-friendly part of Wil-
liamsburg.”

BY AARON SHORT
It could be a nightclub, a 

day care, or a posh restau-
rant, but no matter what a 
nightlife impresario opens 
in his Williamsburg build-
ing, he won’t serve booze 
anytime soon, offi cials say.

Club owner Alexan-
der Dimitrov has fl oated 
a number of ideas for a N. 
First Street space — a disco-
theque, a club for teenaged 
partiers, and a locavore 
restaurant with a rooftop 
garden, among them — but 
the State Liquor Authority 
won’t let him serve alcohol 
until he cleans up an embat-
tled Manhattan venue.

State inspectors slapped 
Dimitrov’s Lower East Side 
bar Mehanata with several 

violations after staff alleg-
edly failed to supervise rev-
elers and allowed disorderly 
behavior last year.

Dimitrov tried to get 
an additional license for 
the bar in January, but the 
state rejected his request 
two months later citing 
disciplinary problems. An 
agency spokesman said the 
pending charges will stand 
in Dimitrov’s way if he fi les 
an application to serve al-
cohol in his Williamsburg 
building.

The party hall owner 
initially wanted to open a 
Brooklyn club called Wil-
liamsburg Manor. But he 
retreated from the original 
concept last month after  
 neighbors lashed out against 

THIS OR THAT: A Manhattan bar owner has said he will open a disco-
theque, a party hall for teens, a fancy organic restaurant, or a day-
care center in this Williamsburg building. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

W’burg building may go from nightclub to day care
the plan  and Community 
Board 1  voted against his 
request for a liquor license 
application .

Dimitrov instead said 
he would open a restaurant 
that serves gourmet pizza, 
pasta, and raw foods with a 
rooftop vegetable garden.

But last week, he  told the 
Daily News  he was contem-
plating turning the space 
into an alcohol-free all-ages 
dance club, with “a thou-
sand kids there to go crazy 
all night long.”

However he now says he 
has already soured on that 
idea.

“I’m getting to old for that 
stuff,” he told The Brooklyn 
Paper. “I just said it’s abso-
lutely legal to do a teenage 
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A vandal carved swastikas into six 

cars parked on 74th Street  early last 
Sunday, leaving residents on the leafy 
block on edge — even though they do 
not believe they’re victims of a hate 
crime.

Residents living between Third Av-
enue and Ridge Boulevard woke up on 
May 20 to fi nd the symbol etched into 
their hoods.

“It’s a horrendous, horrendous 
thing,” said resident Roberta Simson, 
whose husband David found the of-
fensive engravings on their car at 7:30 
am. “The neighborhood is up in arms 
about it.”

Resident Marian Kelly said her car 
was parked in her driveway when it 
was vandalized.

“It was really frightening, because 
I thought it was me alone,” Kelly said. 

Police took reports and dusted the 
vandalized vehicles for fi ngerprints 
on Sunday. 

An NYPD spokesman confi rmed 
that detectives from the Hate Crimes 
Task Force had taken a look at the 
swastikas, which were drawn back-
wards, but investigators haven’t 
gleaned a motive from the automotive 
desecrations. Until they do, the case 
remains a criminal mischief, investi-
gation the spokesman said.

Pup run users: City fails to clean up after their dogs
BY WILL BREDDERMAN

Pooch-lovers who routinely 
visit the Dyker Beach Park dog 
run say the city isn’t maintain-
ing the leash-free lot, leaving 
the task of emptying overfl ow-
ing, poop-fi lled trash bins to a 
bunch of neighborhood doo doo-
gooders.

Jerry Huyler, who has been 
bringing his dogs to Dyker Beach 
Park for 16 years, says he carts 
dozens of feces-fi lled bags out of 
the park more than twice a week 
— and uses his own handtruck 
to bring the foul-smelling plastic 
sacks to the dog run’s 10th Avenue 
entrance for pickup.

“I saw full bags both in the 

cans and outside of the cans in the 
dog run, so I began taking them 
to the curb,” said Huyler, adding 
that it often takes the Parks De-
partment two to three weeks to 
take away the pile of trash bags 
left by the curb. 

Anna Likhten, who visits the 
run almost every day, said the 
long waits between city trash pick-
ups result in horrendous odors. 

“It’s a god-awful stench that 
never goes away, because the 
trash never gets picked up,” said 
Likhten.

Dog run users are responsible 
for picking up after their pooches 
and putting their pet’s droppings 
in garbage cans that line the dog 

run, but the city is supposed to 
empty the bins and take the gar-
bage bags away.

A Parks Department spokes-
woman said the trash bags are re-
moved regularly, yet dog owners 
say that’s untrue.

“I have never, ever, ever, seen 
a Parks Department person in the 
dog run,” said Likhten. 

Rose Esposito, a dog owner 
who’s been bringing pups to the 
run for most of her life, said she 
didn’t realize the city was sup-
posed to take out the trash.

“We’ve always accepted 
things the way they are,” Es-
posito said. “That’s why we do it 
ourselves.” 

Swastikas etched into Ridge cars

BARK PARK STINK

DOO-GOODER: James Gheida says he regularly empties garbage pails at the Dyker 
Beach dog run because the city never takes out the trash. Photo by Derrick Lytle

line approach against bars 
in the past year — and most 
recently tried to get the city 
to shut down Crown KTV, a 
similar Karaoke spot many 
call a den of violence and 
underage drinking. 

But, this time around, 

the committee agreed with 
Visoky as long as Good 
World Inc. doesn’t deviate 
from its business plan.

“Good World Inc. has 
addressed all of our con-
cerns,” committee Chair-
man George Fontas said.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A shuttered Bay Ridge 

karaoke club with a history 
of violence will re-open as a 
new sing-along spot — with 
the blessing of Community 
Board 10’s Police and Public 
Safety Committee.

Committee members 
voted to approve a liquor li-
cense for Good World Inc., 
which wants to open in the 
same 62nd Street address 
that once held the notorious 
V Lounge. 

The karaoke joint be-
tween Eighth and Ninth 
avenues had been the site 
of fi ve stabbings, a brawl be-
tween a group of Asians and 
two black men, illegal drug 
use, illegal indoor smok-
ing, and rampant underage 
drinking since 2007, accord-
ing to cops, the State Liquor 
Authority, and Board mem-
bers.

The V Lounge was so 
violent and disruptive that 
the city suspended its liquor 
license last October. 

Unable to sell alcohol 
— which is imperative in a 

business where one’s desire 
to sing in public is directly 
proportional to how intoxi-
cated one is — the V Lounge 
closed.

Neil Visoky, Good 
World’s attorney, told com-
mittee members that the 
new club will be a law-abid-
ing business that has no 
connection to the V Lounge 
— even though he does.

Last year, Visoky repre-
sented Xiu Qin Li, who took 
over the V Lounge and tried 
to tell CB10 that she was 
going to run a respectable 
establishment. The Board 
fl atly rejected the claim.

Visoky said Li has no 
connection to Good World 
Inc., which he says will 
soundproof the establish-
ment, keep a constant secu-
rity presence, and always 
have a manager on site.

“I know this property 
has a terrible past, but this 
business model makes me 
think this is going to be a 
great new establishment,” 
Visoky said.

CB10 has taken a hard-

New karaoke bar to move into troubled V Lounge

Song remains the same

PLAY IT AGAIN, SAM: A new karaoke spot is set to open inside the 
notorious V Lounge on 62nd Street.  File photo by Steve Solomonson

CAR HOOD HATE: Somebody scratched 
swastikas into the hoods of cars on 74th 
Street in the early hours last Sunday. 
 Photo by Derrick Lytle
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BY DANIEL BUSH
More than 100,000 fans 

attended the Bay Improve-
ment Group’s annual street 
festival on Emmons Avenue 
on May 20, according to the 
police and civic president 
Steve Barrison — setting 
a new record for the neigh-
borhood’s most popular out-
door event of the year.

“Emmons Avenue was 
a sea of people,” said Bar-
rison. “To have so many 
come out and celebrate the 
community was a tremen-
dous success.”

The day-long music fest 
between E. 27th Street and 
Ocean Avenue featured per-
formances by the United 
States Merchant Marine 

Academy’s drill team, Jay 
& the Americans — who 
penned the smash hits 
“Come A Little Bit Closer” 

and “Cara Mia” — and 23 
other bands.

Gymnasts from Avia-
tor Sports Center gave a 
demonstration, and Bor-
ough President Markowitz, 
Assemblywoman Helene 
Weinstein (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) and Assemblyman 
Steven Cymbrowitz (D-
Sheepshead Bay) were also 
on hand, along with repre-
sentatives of the Brooklyn 
Nets, who hawked merchan-
dise for the borough’s new 
pro basketball team, which 
is moving into the Barclays 
Center this fall.

Residents said they went 
for the free live music, but 
stayed to rub elbows with 
neighbors and friends.

“The bands were great,” 
said Dennis Neil. “There 
was a lot of action out 
there.”

The festival’s 100,000-
plus visitors broke its previ-
ous record high in 2002.

BayFest started as a 
two-hour guitar concert in 
1992 that attracted just 50 
people.

Since then, the event has 
grown into an entertain-
ment extravaganza. 

Stars to grace the Bay-
Fest stage included Richie 
Ramone, the former drum-
mer for the iconic punk 
band, Ticket2Ride, a well-
known Beatles tribute 
band, and the Brighton Bal-
let Theater Company.

BayFest draws record number of fans

ALL SMILES: Michael Meyers, 3, 
of Sheepshead Bay, had a blast 
at this year’s larger-than-ever 
BayFest.

JAWS AND ARMS: Gavin Grinberg measures a lemon shark’s jaw that the New York Aquarium brought to the festival. (Right) Members of 
the United States Merchant Marine Academy band opened the festivities on May 20. Photos by Steve Solomonson

ROSY OUTLOOK: Jenna Rose belted out several songs at the free, 
day-long festival.

ARTS AND CRAFTS: Logan Vitolo sports a temporary tattoo — and 
a brand-new Brooklyn Nets hat.

light — leaving some mo-
torists wondering whether 
they should hit the gas or 
hit the brake when they get 
a green.

“It makes no sense,” 
said Hugo Martinez. “It’s 
a waste of taxpayer dollars 
to have that sign there.”

The seemingly redun-
dant and often confl icting 
traffi c fi xtures actually 
govern two different road-
ways, according to the 
city.

The stoplight is for driv-
ers on Myrtle Avenue while 
the stop sign is for motor-
ists on a one-way service 
road that runs parallel to 
the thoroughfare and ter-
minates at Emerson Place. 
The service road also 
boasts a second stop sign 

on the other sidewalk.
Many Myrtle Avenue 

drivers ignore the stop 
sign and cruise through 
the light, but others are 
routinely fooled into stop-
ping because the stop oc-
cupies such a prominent 
space — and because the 
roadway is painted with a 

thick white stripe similar 
to the ones painted in front 
of most stop signs.

“I don’t understand 
it,” said motorist Aubrey 
Jernigan. “I’ve driven 
here for years and it’s still 
funny to me.”

Department of Trans-
portation spokesman Nick 

Mosquera said it’s com-
monplace to put stop signs 
on both sides of a service 
road and pointed out that 
despite the confusing traf-
fi c signals, there were no 
fatalities or serious inju-
ries at the intersection be-
tween 2006 and 2010.

But Mosquera said the 
agency would investigate 
the intersection to see if 
the stop sign in the median 
is warranted.

“We will evaluate the 
signage to ensure that the 
appropriate traffi c con-
trols are clearly visible,” 
he said.

Drivers said the city 
should fi x the intersection 
as quickly as possible by 
removing the superfl uous 
stop sign.

“It messes with a lot of 
people that come through 
this intersection,” one mo-
torist said.

Continued from page 1 

Stop or go

THE GREAT UNKNOWN: Motorists say they don’t know what to 
do when they pull up to the stop sign and the light is green. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
The golden era of department 

stores may be over — but a symbol 
of its heyday is being preserved on 
Beverly Road.

The city has decided to land-
mark Brooklyn’s oldest Sears 
— a lofty art deco building con-
structed in 1932 that quickly be-
came the borough’s go-to spot 
for tools and appliances during a 
booming post-wartime economy.

City offi cials said the building 
needed to be preserved not just 
because of its unique look, but 
for the important role it played in 
the days when Brooklynites were 
clawing themselves out of the 
Great Depression.

“The building is as impressive 
for its architectural style, scale 
and massing as for the impact it 
must have had on Brooklyn and 
the city’s economy when it fi rst 
opened,” said Robert Tierney, 
the chairman of the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission, which 
voted unanimously to approve 
the building’s landmark status on 
May 15.

The plans for the building be-
tween E. 22nd and E. 23rd streets 
were sketched out by architect Al-
ton Craft and a team from the fi rm 
Nimmons, Carr & Wright.

Eleanor Roosevelt was the 
store’s fi rst customer. After par-
ticipating in the opening cer-
emony, she went inside to buy a 
pair of baby shoes, according to 
city historians.

The Sears building joins a list 
of preserved city sites that includes 

the Cyclone roller 
coaster and the Pros-
pect Park Boathouse, 
but its glory days may 
be long over.

The building fell 
on hard times in the 
1960s, when its once-
impressive glass dis-
play windows were re-
placed with concrete 
to thwart vandals.

Sears is also fall-
ing on hard times: the 
company announced 
recently that it was 
closing 53 of its home 
improvement stores. 
Sears supported the 
landmark designa-
tion, but declined to 
comment.

Today, selections 
from the “Kardashian 
Kollection” — cloth-
ing and accessories 
from America’s sisters 
du jour — line aisles 
where state-of-the-
art tools were once 
proudly displayed.

A spokeswoman 
for the Landmarks 
Preservation Com-
mission said the build-
ing’s new landmark 
status requires Sears 
to receive permission 
from the commission 
before doing any exterior work as 
well as any major construction in-
side. 

Sears will not be forced to re-

place the boarded up windows, 
the spokeswoman said.

Ditmas Park residents praised 
the landmarking, although few 

could remember the last time they 
stepped foot in the store.

“Landmarking is good because 
it makes a place look better, and it 

gives it more prestige and inter-
est,” said Mary Kay Gallagher, 
a real estate broker in Ditmas 
Park.

Beverly Road art deco icon from department store’s glory days will be preserved

BROOKLYN ICON: (Above) Din Giddings, who walks by the Sears on 
Beverly Road every day, is glad the city landmarked the historic 
department store that features an iconic entrance (bottom, right) 
and a red and white nameplate, among its other art deco designs. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

SEARS MAKES HISTORY

ries across the nation without 
major incident, hopes it will lead 
cops to the culprit’s trail. 

The grainy surveillance video 

 posted on YouTube  shows the 
bearded hoodlum pulling up in 
a minivan on May 14 at 1:07 am 
and posting his scrawling before 
speeding off.

LoBaido hopes the vandal isn’t 
a disgruntled 99 percenter.

“I’m hoping that it’s not a 

radical member of Occupy Wall 
Street who is using guerilla tac-
tics,” LoBiado said, adding that 
the mischief-making was a slap to 
soldiers. “I know what those fl ags 
represent to those veterans in the 
community, and it probably made 
them sick to see it.”

LoBaido said his artwork had 
been targeted by graffi ti vandals 
before, but their scribblings were 
harmless in comparison.

“That was a matter of some 
punk not realizing what he’s tag-
ging,” he said. “This is beyond 
that.”

The building owner who com-
missioned the artwork said its de-
fi lement made him uneasy.

“It doesn’t leave me with a 
good feeling about our neighbors 
in Brooklyn,” said John Gentile.

The NYPD did not return calls 
for comment. 

Continued from page 1 

Flag graffi ti
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But the NYPD won’t be the 
ones monitoring the surveil-
lance feed. Plans are in motion 
to give the Shomrim, a volun-
teer security force in Brooklyn’s 
Orthodox Jewish communities, 
access to the footage, and possi-
bly control over what the police 
will see — and critics say that 
could shield Jewish criminals 
from cops.

“That’s worse than not hav-
ing the cameras,” said Rabbi 
Nuchem Rosenberg, who runs 
a hotline for sexual abuse vic-
tims. “Every time a rabbi or 
Jewish person molests a child 
or kidnaps one, you’ll never get 
the information.”

Assemblyman Dov Hikind, 
who advocated for the cameras, 
confi rmed that neighborhood 
volunteers will have control of 
the cameras.

“Camera output will be ac-
cessed by private volunteer or-
ganizations and can be reviewed 
by authorized police offi cials,” a 
statement from Hikind’s offi ce 
says. 

Hikind (D–Borough Park) 
backed his choice of giving the 
camera program to Agudath Is-
rael, despite its stance on report-
ing crimes to police.

“No organization is perfect,” 
he said. “The money has to fl ow 
through an organization and 
they are respected, well-known 
and trusted. We had to choose 
somebody we were comfortable 
with.”

Calls to Agudath, which also 
runs summer youth camps, job 
placement programs, and over-
see a network of Orthodox syna-
gogues, were not returned.

Agudath Israel has been re-
peatedly criticized for its prac-
tice of “mesirah,” a code that 
frowns upon Jews handing fel-
low Jews to secular authorities 
unless a rabbi thinks the crimi-
nal complaints are credible.

A  New York Times report 
earlier this month  accused Dis-
trict Attorney Charles Hynes of 
tacitly endorsing the practice 
because he knew of it and didn’t 
do anything stop it.

The camera program was 
created in the aftermath of 
8-year-old  Leiby Kletzky’s ab-
duction and murder  in Borough 
Park last summer, where a cam-
era image helped police track 
down suspect Levi Aron. 

Aron is due back in court 
this week.

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Opponents of a much-antici-

pated cycling route that would 
connect the Prospect Park West 
bike lane with Park Slope and 
Prospect Heights want the city to 
push aside the new path — liter-
ally.

Neighbors and civic leaders 
claim a proposed two-way bike 
lane on Plaza Street West should 
be banished to the sidewalk be-
cause there’s not enough room on 
the charming-but-narrow street, 
where cars frequently double-
park.

“No one will be able to get 
through; it’s going to become a 
nightmare,” Dolly Williams, a 
Community Board 6 member who 
lives on the street, said at a meet-
ing last week. 

Williams,  a former city plan-
ning commissioner , and other res-
idents suggested moving an exist-
ing southbound bike lane and the 
planned northbound lane to the 
“under-used” sidewalk on the east 
side of the street, which borders a 
quiet, fenced-off section of Grand 
Army Plaza’s green space.

Critics of the proposed path 
say the putting a two-way bike 
lane on the street would clog traf-
fi c, create chaos, and even block 
ambulances — claims similar to 
those made by opponents of the 
controversial Prospect Park West 
bike lane.

But the “sidewalk solution” 
would create a confl ict between 
cyclists and pedestrians and in-

crease the likelihood that drivers 
will speed on a wider street, bike 
advocates say.

“I think it’s an incredibly fool-
ish idea,” said Robert Minsky of 
the Grand Army Plaza Coalition. 
“It takes away from the park.”

The city’s on-street design 
calls for removing four feet of road 
space reserved for automotive 
traffi c and giving it to cyclists, 
creating an eight-foot-wide patch 
of asphalt for two-wheelers head-
ing to Prospect Park and travel-
ing toward Prospect Heights.

Last year, the city  abandoned 
plans for the two-way route on 
Plaza Street West  amid  the Pros-

pect Park West bike lane contro-
versy  then revived it last month 
after the city discovered that 
roughly one third of cyclists who 
use the existing lane ride in the 
wrong direction.

A spokeswoman for the Depart-
ment of Transportation didn’t re-
spond to calls seeking comment by 
press time — but the plan to put the 
lane on the street got a green light 
from CB6 last week.

That’s one indication the side-
walk suggestion won’t hold up, cy-
clists say.

“There’s plenty of room on the 
street,” said cycling advocate Eric 
McClure. 

Opponents of Plaza Street West path want route on sidewalk

NEW PLAN: The plan calls for an eight-foot-wide bike lane on the roadway — but 
critics want it on the sidewalk. 

OLD ROAD: The city wants to put a two-way bike lane on Plaza Street West, but 
neighbors are urging transit planners to put it on a sidewalk that they consider 
“under-used.” Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Slopers: Curb this bike lane
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Cameras

LEIBY’S LEGACY: Eight-year-old 
Leiby Kletzky was abducted from 
Borough Park last year. Now, the 
state is spending $1 million to install 
cameras that will be focused on the 
sidewalks there and in Midwood. 
 Photo by Paul Martinka

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Workers at a Park Slope school 

have turned a block into a mid-
night buffet for hungry rodents — 
and fat-bellied rats are always back 
for seconds, neighbors say.

Some Slopers claim the clean-up 
crew at  PS 282  tosses trash bags 
fi lled with rotting cafeteria food on 
the sidewalk in front of the school, 
attracting throngs of rats on Sixth 
Avenue and Berkeley Place.

“It looks like a landfi ll — it’s 
just disgusting,” said neighbor 
Karen Hartmann, who claims the 
fi lthy mess sits on the sidewalk, 
and sometimes spills onto the 
street, overnight on weekdays and 
for days at a time on weekends. 
“The school makes no effort to 
clean it.”

Hartmann says the problem 

could be solved easily if the school 
stored its trash in a closed Dump-
ster until garbage crews arrive.

Her complaints closely mirror 
those of Windsor Terrace residents 
who claim  raccoons enjoy regular 

meals from half-fi nished milk car-
tons  left in trash bags on the side-
walk outside PS 154.

PS 282 principal Magalie 
Alexis did not return calls seek-
ing comment.

Neighbors: Slope school serves rodents

RAT PACK: Park Slope residents say trash from PS 282 attracts rats because it’s 
not left in a Dumpster. Courtesy of Karen Hartmann











ATTENTION 
BROOKLYNITES!

Courier Life Publications — the most 
powerful name in news from Canarsie to 
Greenpoint — is proud to launch its new 
website, BrooklynDaily.com, featuring 
fresh news, arts and features from all 
the neighborhoods that matter to you.

Click on BrooklynDaily.com every day 
for coverage of Brooklyn that is faster, 
better and deeper than any other online 
publication. Every day, you’ll get all 
the top-notch coverage you’ve come to 
expect from the Bay News, Brooklyn Graphic, Kings Courier, Mill-Marine 
Courier, Bay Ridge Courier and Brooklyn Courier — and more!

BrooklynDaily.com — your one-stop shopping for Brooklyn news.

ONLINE NOW!

c Kings Courier Mill Marine

There’s a new source for news in your neighborhoods:


