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BY AARON SHORT
Female kickball pitch-

ers have turned sexist ste-
reotypes upside down, go-
ing from under-appreciated 
afterthoughts to in-demand 
hurlers whose skill and 
savvy determines which 
teams see postseason glory 
at McCarren Park.

In the early years of the 

Brooklyn Kickball League, 
teams regularly put their 
least powerful kickers, of-
ten women, on the pitching 
mound — using the position 
as a way to appease league 
rules requiring teams to 
keep six female players on 
the roster and four on the 
fi eld at all times.

But in recent seasons, 

top tier teams have real-
ized that defense wins ball 
games — and a good pitcher 
is the keystone to a good de-
fense.

“Too many people under-
estimate the value of a good 
pitcher,” said League Com-
missioner Kevin Dailey. “A 
pitcher covers the bases, 

BY DANIEL BUSH
Coney Island’s hot dog eating 

contest is going from high noon to 
high tea.

The Nathan’s Famous Inter-
national Hot Dog Eating Cham-
pionship will take place at 3 pm 
instead of its traditional noon 
start time to accommodate an his-
toric Wimbledon quarterfi nals 

that coincides with the 
Queen’s Diamond 

Jubilee — forc-
ing the world’s 
top stomachs 
to play second 
fi ddle to the 
world’s top ten-

nis players and 
compete in fi ercer 

mid-afternoon heat 
that could alter the outcome of the 
legendary July 4 man-versus-dog 
competition. 

Major League Eating presi-
dent George Shea was fuming 
that his contest was placed on the 
back burner by ESPN, which will 
air the event live at the later hour 
rather than compete with the ten-
nis match and Queen Elizabeth 
II’s 60th year on the throne.

“Tennis is not as respected 

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
She knew someone was fol-

lowing her.
It was just before 5 am on 

May 23 and the soft-spoken 
22-year-old had just got off the 
train on Fourth Avenue on her 

way home from work at a Man-
hattan nightclub.

As she neared Sixteenth 
Street, she sensed someone be-
hind her — then she felt a hand 
reach underneath her skirt 

Continued on Page 16

Continued on Page 12
Continued on Page 14

Patriot painter has message for vandals: I bite back
BY ELI ROSENBERG

A Staten Island artist whose 
wall-sized American fl ag mu-
ral was defaced with the words 
“Patriotism makes me sick” last 
month has found a way to protect 
his Kensington artwork from fu-
ture vandals — he’s added a fi erce, 
10-foot-long bodyguard.

Scott LoBaido returned to Mc-
Donald Avenue near Cortelyou 
Road to paint a massive rattle-
snake, as well as the phrase “Don’t 
tread on me” atop the unpatriotic 
scrawl last Friday — references to 
a banner once used by the Navy 
and known as the Gadsen fl ag.

But the additions weren’t just 
for show — they were a direct 
threat to the man who defaced his 
mural several weeks ago, LoBaido 
said.

“Don’t tread on me, and don’t 
tread on this fl ag,” said a paint-
speckled LoBaido as he fi nished 
his mural add-ons. “This snake 
has been provoked and now it’s 
coming at you.”

LoBaido has been trying to 
track down the vandal with the 

Continued on Page 16
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ART ATTACKS: Artist Scott LoBaido said the vandal who defaced his fl ag mural in Kensington (inset) committed a hate 
crime — so he painted a message to warn would-be taggers not to mess with America. Photo by Derrick Lytle

Slope grope victim speaksHere’s the pitch: Girls rule

Queen 
rules over 
hot dogs SNAKEOVER

A woman who says police  let the man who sexually assaulted her 
on 16th Street walk away  revealed the shocking details of the at-
tack and the investigation to this newspaper. The victim agreed to 
speak on the condition of anonymity.
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We all have dreams. 
 Sometimes we 

have to cook in Italy 
to realize them.

RSVP required: 888.324.2433
internationalculinarycenter.com/rsvp

G ET H A ND S ON IN O U R 
OPE N H O USE 

Wednesday, June 20
7:00-8:00pm

Private school tours are available from 6:00 - 7:00pm

462 Broadway, New York, NY 10013 
Please inquire about the special  

pricing offer for our July 23rd class.

The International Culinary Center has the only  
Italian cooking program that sends you to Italy for  
19 weeks in order to truly learn Italian cooking. 

Experience first-hand how you could make  
your dream of being a world-class  

Italian chef happen this July.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The pair of controversial 

benches illegally bolted onto 
Fifth Avenue to displace a 
gyro cart have become wel-
come lunchtime seating, 
say food vendor customers 
who want to relax while 
they eat their chicken on 
rice and falafel.

Customers claim the 
benches — which were in-
stalled under the cover of 
darkness and forced work-
ers from the so-called Mid-
dle Eastern Halal Cart to 
move further down the 
block — are making the 
gyro seller more popular by 
drawing customers away 
from its main competitor, 
the Halal Express food cart 
parked on the other side of 
86th Street.

“They both sell the same 
thing, but I know there’s 
seating here, so I come 
here,” said Michael Rodri-
guez, as he demolished a 
platter of food on one of the 
benches.

His friend Kyle Stefano 
agreed that the seats have 
made the Middle Eastern 
Halal Cart more appealing 
than its rival.

“Instead of having to 
stand over there, we can sit 
here,” he said.

Ahmad Ibrahim, an-
other regular, said the 
benches were a business 
booster for the gyro cart.

“I think it helps them,” 

he said. “You always see the 
people sitting here eating 
the food.”

Yet this turnaround re-
mains an unsavory deal 
for cart manager Sammy 
Kassen, who still wants the 
street seats removed. 

“Leaving them just 
shows anybody can do 
whatever they want,” said 
Kassen, skimming over the 
bench’s apparent economic 
advantages.

“They’re good for busi-
ness, but they shouldn’t be 
here,” Kassen said.

Brick-and-mortar restau-
rants pay nearly $3,000 in 
city fees for al fresco dining. 

Kassen got the same privi-
lege for free — and the group 
responsible for street furni-
ture in the area isn’t going to 
do anything about it. 

“We’re not talking about 
benches anymore,” said 86th 
Street Business Improve-
ment District president Pat 
Condren, whose group nixed 
an offer by a Bay Ridge busi-
nessman to pay for their re-
moval. “We’re moving on.”

Food cart customers 
aren’t the only bench regu-
lars: during a visit to Fifth 
Avenue and 86th Street last 
week, a handful of homeless 
people were relaxing on the 
street seating.

Benches boost business 
for embattled food cart

SIDEWALK CAFE: Customers of the so-named Middle Eastern Halal Cart say they love sitting and eat-
ing on the benches that were illegally bolted onto the sidewalk, displacing the gyro seller.  
 Community Newspaper Group / Will Bredderman
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SALES GROWTH: Food cart manager Sammy Kassen says the 
benches help his business, but he still wants them removed.
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Big fat rats are build-

ing elaborate underground 
colonies, gnawing through 
trash cans, and even climb-
ing into cars near the un-
der-construction Barclays 
Center, where a booming 
rodent infestation has gone 
from gross to totally out of 
control, neighbors say.

“It’s a huge, insane in-
vasion,” said Emilia Sheri-
fova, who lives in north 
Park Slope. “They’re get-
ting bigger and bigger — 
and more brazen.”

Residents  have long 
blamed the infestation  — 
evidenced by frequent ro-
dent sightings and rat-road-
kill dotted streets — on the 
soon-to-open basketball sta-
dium, saying the huge con-
struction project disturbed 
the critters and pushed 
them into surrounding 
neighborhoods.

Health Department re-
cords prove that rodents 
are on the rise in commu-
nities near the arena, with 
bait and extermination ap-
plications more than tri-
pling in parts of Park Slope, 
Fort Greene, and Prospect 
Heights since Barclays Cen-
ter construction began in 
2010.

Requests for city exter-

minators surged from 127 
in 2010 to 510 in 2011 in the 
11217 zip code — which in-
cludes parts of the three 
arena-fl anking neighbor-
hoods, according to the 
city’s most recent available 
statistics.

The uptick infuriates 
neighbors and business 
owners who say Atlantic 
Yards developer Bruce Rat-

ner and his company, For-
est City Ratner — which last 
year  paid for 600 rat-proof 
trash cans in an attempt 
to thwart the problem  — 
ought to step it up and bait 
the entire perimeter of the 
construction site.

Barclays Center spokes-
man Barry Baum said the 
arena has had a rodent 
abatement program in 

place since construction 
began and that stadium offi -
cials have worked with city 
and state agencies to rid the 
area of rats.

“We have expanded the 
program on site and have 
also placed traps in the rail 
yards,” he said. “We have 
also worked to educate the 
community on how to help 

BY AARON SHORT
Councilman Charles 

Barron landed the endorse-
ment of retiring Rep. Ed 
Towns, giving the charis-
matic and controversial 
Canarsie politician a ma-
jor boost in his House race 
against state Assemblyman 
Hakeem Jeffries.

Towns (D–Fort Greene) 
 gave his blessing to Bar-
ron last Sunday , saying 
he hopes the fi rebrand pol 
— who was once his bitter 
rival — will succeed him 
in Congress because of his 
history as a political mav-
erick.

“Independent voices are 
needed more than ever in 
today’s political environ-

ment,” Towns said in a state-
ment. “That’s why I am giv-
ing my support to Charles 
Barron, who has been an 
independent voice over the 
years. He is unselfi sh and 

defi nitely has the interests 
of the people of this district 
at heart.”

Barron — a former Black 
Panther who ran an im-
pressive but ultimately un-

successful 2006 campaign 
against Towns — said his 
campaign is experiencing a 
“momentum swing.”

“He is extremely pow-
erful and infl uential and 
I am tremendously appre-
ciative,” said Barron. “We 
go back a ways — we knew 
even if we were on different 
sides of the political fence, 
we needed to unite for the 
district.”

The sitting lawmaker’s 
backing is a coup for Bar-
ron, who also picked up the 
support of the city’s largest 
public employee union, DC 
37, this month.

Jeffries, the presumed  
frontrunner, has racked 

Rodents run wild near Barclays Center, neighbors say

TOWNS IN: Rep. Ed Towns (left) endorsed Councilman Charles Bar-
ron in the race for his congressional seat. Courtesy of Amadi Ajamu

RAT SPAT: Marsha Murray and Denise Morales say Park Slope’s rat problem is out of control. 

Towns: Bklyn’s Barron country

It’s a Slope rat-astrophy!

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 6

BY AARON SHORT
A Greenpoint law-

maker wants to tame traf-
fi c on one of Brooklyn’s 
deadliest streets by catch-
ing speeding drivers on 
camera.

Democratic state As-
semblyman Joe Lentol in-
troduced a bill last week 
that would bring several 
cameras to McGuinness 
Boulevard — a dangerous 
roadway where two-thirds 
of the vehicles exceed the 
city’s 30-mile-per-hour 
speed limit,  according to a 
2012 study .

“Drivers along McGuin-
ness Boulevard need to 
know that the eye in the 
sky is watching and they’ll 
be held accountable for 
breaking the law,” said 
Lentol. “It will be as much 
to their benefi t and safety 
as anyone else’s.”

The proposal calls for 
at least two cameras that 
would monitor Queens–
bound and Williamsburg–
bound traffi c on a boule-
vard where vehicles have 
struck 13 cyclists and 44 
pedestrians between 2005 
and 2009, according to 
state data.

Lentol said the loca-
tions of the cameras would 
change during the tempo-
rary pilot program.

But before the cameras 
hit the street, Lentol needs 
to win over his peers in 
Albany.

Upstate politicians 
have stymied speed cam-

era legislation in the past, 
although there are  several 
new bills from downstate 
lawmakers  pushing for 
them this spring.

Even Lentol has op-
posed red light cameras 
in the past, noting that it 
is diffi cult for motorists to 
challenge speeding tickets 
in court — but he believes 
speed cameras are the 
best way to tame McGuin-
ness Boulevard.

“We’ve tried other 
methods of enforcement 
— we’ve had cops give out 
speeding tickets and the 
Department of Transpor-
tation has looked at signal 
lights — and I think we 
should try this approach,” 
said Lentol.

The Bloomberg admin-
istration has supported 
state legislation seeking 
speed cameras, but Len-
tol’s offi ce has not yet ap-
proached the Department 
of Transportation about 
the bill, according to an 
aide.

A city transportation 
spokesman declined to 
comment on the cameras.

North Brooklyn resi-
dents welcomed the pro-
posal, saying it might 
bring safety to a street 
where  two pedestrians 
lost their lives  in recent 
years.

“When drivers are on a 
street with speed cameras, 
they tend to slow down,” 
said Community Board 1 
member Ryan Kuonen.

SLOW POKE: Assemblyman Joe Lentol wants to make McGuin-
ness Boulevard less dangerous — so he’s introducing legislation 
to bring cameras to the roadway to catch speeders. 

He’s focusing 
on the speeders
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FACILITIES/SERVICES

Based on availability and not valid for weekends and long holidays

Less than a block away from Flushing Avenue Stop of Subway (J, Z, M)
Next to WoodHull Hospital

GUEST ROOM AMENITIES

10%
 

OFF
 

with
 th

is 
ad

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Park Slope’s answer to Star-

bucks is about to become a bit 
more like, well, Starbucks.

The Tea Lounge — the neigh-
borhood’s longtime home for lap-
top-clacking writers and mommy 
meet-up groups — will become a 
chain with in-the-works franchise 
locations under consideration in 
Long Island, Virginia, and Ku-
wait, said owner Jonathan Spiel.

“This could turn into some-
thing big,” Spiel said. “People 
have shown interest all over the 
world.”

Spiel says nothing will change 
at the sprawling fl agship shop on 
Union Street near Seventh Av-
enue, where comfy couches host 
freelancers, musicians — and just 
about any Park Sloper looking 
to escape the house for a couple 
hours.

But the shop’s  new transition 
to a franchise business model  will 
allow would-be partners to tap 
into their own creative and entre-
preneurial spirit by making small 

community-specifi c tweaks to 
their branches — from the music 
to the beverage offerings.

“I want franchisees to be cre-
ative,” Spiel said. “In the south, 
for example, someone might want 
to add ice tea with lemonade to the 
menu.”

Cafe owners looking to open 
a Park Slope-approved business 
elsewhere in the world can shell 
out $25,000 and a fi ve percent roy-
alty fee for the right to operate 
under the Tea Lounge name, use 
the java joint’s logo and looks, and 
train workers under the shop’s 
coffee-making program.

Longtime patrons say they 
don’t mind their hometown coffee 
shop expanding, as long the new 
locations retain some of its soul. 

“I like anything that’s home-
made and comfortable — if they 
go to Long Island, I hope they keep 
that,” said patron David Moody.

The pending expansion comes 
four years after  a beloved Tea 
Lounge outpost at Seventh Av-
enue and 10th Street closed down  
amid a rent dispute.

— with Ben Lockhart

Slope’s Tea Lounge wants to be international chain

CHEERS: Tea Lounge owner Jonathan 
Spiel is turning his coffee shop into a 
franchise, meaning you might fi nd his 
java joint in Kuwait. 
 Photo by Bryan Bruchman

COFFEE EXPORT

BY AARON SHORT
Pedestrians froliced freely on 

10 blocks of Bedford Avenue on 
Saturday when Williamsburg’s 
biggest retail corridor became a 
pedestrian mall.

Williamsburg Walks — an 
annual multi-weekend, multi-
block street party — is back, and 
this year the celebration will 
expand its length and duration, 
stretching two additional blocks 
to Metropolitan Avenue and 
growing from  a two-day festival  

to a three-Saturday bash.
“We really focused our en-

ergy in creating passive spaces,” 
said Williamsburg Walks or-
ganizer Ryan Kuonen. “We’re 
hoping that the magic of Wil-
liamsburg will create the perfor-
mances, theater, and music on 
Bedford Avenue.”

The parties will run from 3 
pm to 8 pm on June 16, and 23 
and amblers can look forward 
a roadway dotted with pedestri-

Pedestrian street fair 
returns to Bedford Avenue

Continued on Page 6

WALK THIS WAY: Imani Rivera, 3, runs on fresh sod in the middle of Bedford 
Avenue during a previous iteration of Williamsburg Walks. 
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

Kitchen Cabinets, Flooring,
Bath Vanities, Faucets,

Exterior And Interior Doors,
Locks And Much More

FREE Kitchen Layout And
Design With Purchase

FREE Faucet (Selected Styles)
With Purchase Of A Kitchen
Valued At $3,000 Or More

Kitchen Cabinets, Flooring,
Bath Vanities, Faucets,

Exterior And Interior Doors,
Locks And Much More

FREE Kitchen Layout And
Design With Purchase

FREE Faucet (Selected Styles)
With Purchase Of A Kitchen
Valued At $3,000 Or More

All specials can not be combined with any other offers.

BY DANIEL BUSH
Talk about a world of 

pure imagination!
Students put on their 

own version of “Willy 
Wonka & The Chocolate 
Factory” at IS 226 in Ben-
sonhurst on June 1, rec-
reating the classic 1971 
Hollywood musical star-
ring Gene Wilder that 
was based on the popular 
children’s novel by Roald 
Dahl.

Seventh-grader An-
drew Avizbakiyev played 
eccentric chocolatier 
Willy Wonka, who opens 
his secretive candy fac-
tory to mild-mannered 
youngster Charlie Bucket 
— played by eighth-
grader Kaila Cuence — 
and four other winners 
of a global golden ticket 
contest.

The 35-member cast 
spent fi ve months build-
ing a detailed set, de-
signing costumes, and 
rehearsing songs such 
as “Candy Man,” “Cheer 
up, Charlie,” and “Pure 
Imagination,” before 
performing the musical 
in front of 250 parents, 
teachers, and staff, ac-
cording to Alisa Halp-
ern, one of the show’s co-
directors.

“It was a big job,” 
said Halpern, an IS 226 
teacher. “They performed 
their hearts out.”

A group of students 
even donned colorful 
wigs, smocks, and socks 
to play the role of Oompa 
Loompas, the lovable 
workers that toil at the 
chocolate factory around 
the clock, singing one of 
Tinseltown’s most memo-
rable ballads.

Angela Saccaro, an-
other of the show’s direc-
tors, said the play was 
a perfect fi t for middle 
schoolers.

“Willy Wonka sparked 
their imagination and 
creativity,” Saccaro said. 
“It allowed them to be 
funny and free.”

Kids at IS 226 stage classic chocolate tale

They’ve got the 
golden ticket!

OOMPA, LOOMPA, DO-
BA-DEE-DO: IS 226’s 
rendition of “Willy Won-
ka & The Chocolate Fac-
tory” included (above) 
a few colorful Oompa 
Loompas, (left) Andrew 
Avizbakiyev as the ec-
centric chocolatier 
Willy Wonka, and (below) 
students hoping to get 
their hands on the magi-
cal golden ticket.  
 Photos by Steve Solomonson
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Store Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri, 7:30am to 5pm & Thurs, 7:30am to 7pm

You’ll run out of room before you run out of options.
Andersen® windows come in styles, shapes and sizes to fi t any purpose and every personality. With natural wood 
interiors, low-maintenance exteriors and a host of elegant options, it’s no wonder professional builders and 
remodelers choose Andersen windows more often than any other brand.

Visit our showroom today to see the complete line of energy-effi cient 
Andersen windows and doors.

BY AARON SHORT
A Greenpoint landlord dropped his 

proposal to open a Hungarian restaurant 
in his Newell Street building last week be-
cause of loud opposition from neighbors, 
schoolteachers, and nuns.

Peter Jakab told Community Board 1 
that he will rescind his liquor license appli-
cation for his storefront on the largely resi-
dential block and will instead convert the 
ground fl oor of the building near the corner 
of Driggs Avenue into an apartment.

“The reason for the withdrawal is the 
neighborhood’s strong opposition to any 
type of liquor license at this location due 

to the residential character of the area,” he 
wrote in a May 29 letter.

Neighbors said they were “delighted” 
by his decision.

“We’re feeling a great sense of relief,” 
said Saint Stanislaus Kostka parish sis-
ter Dorothea Jurkowski. “Prayer works. 
We prayed very hard.”

The building had been the longtime 
home of the Continental, a rowdy restau-
rant and bar that catered to the area’s 
Polish population for years until it closed 
last December.

Jakab had hoped to turn the sleepy street 
corner into a foodie destination for Central 

European cuisine,  but Newell Street resi-
dents argued  that the eatery shouldn’t stay 
open late or serve booze across the street 
from a Catholic school and near a church.

Diplomatic relations fell apart two 
weeks ago when Jakab and restaurant 
critics failed to reach an agreement over 
the proposed eatery’s operating hours.

Jakab did not return calls, but CB1 
member Mieszko Kalita said the restaura-
teur’s retreat is a smart decision.

“It’s a very remote place — it’s really a 
residential block and I do not believe the 
restaurant would have a chance of sur-
vival there,” said Kalita.

NUN OF IT: Sisters Colette and Dorothea won their 
fi ght against a proposed Hungarian restaurant.

Hungary pangs relieved: European cafe won’t open

ans playing schoolyard 
games, small concerts, 
and scrabble contests 
for Brooklynites of all 
ages.

Businesses on the 
temporarily car-free 
blocks can set up side-
walk vending tables in 
front of their stores and 
bars can even extend 
their sidewalk cafes to 
the curb.

There’s a new kiss-

ing booth on Bedford Av-
enue and N. Sixth Street, 
sponsored by the hip sex 
shop Shag, and a speak-
er’s corner at N. Eighth 
Street for storytelling, 
politicking, and stand-up 
comedy — perfect for the 
neighborhood’s aspiring 
Al Frankens.

Williamsburg Walks 
[Bedford Ave. between 
N. 12th Street and Met-
ropolitan Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 
384–2248,  www.wil-
liamsburgwalks.org ] 
June 16 and 23, 3–8 pm. 

WALK THE ‘WALKS’: Elanard 
Jones of the band the Immortal 
Twins strolls down Bedford Ave. 

Continued from page 4 

Walk
up a slew of support from 
unions, public offi cials, and 
church leaders over the past 
two months throughout the 
district, which stretches 
from Fort Greene to Canar-
sie and now includes Coney 
Island, Mill Basin, Marine 
Park, and Flatlands, thanks 
to  recently redrawn bound-
ary lines .

 Both candidates  appeared 
to be courting Towns’s en-
dorsement by  campaigning 

for change in Washington  
 while sparing the incumbent 
much criticism .

But Barron says it was 
a mutual rival more than 
kind words that won him 
the endorsement. 

The outspoken Council-
man says he earned Towns’s 
nod partly due to the incum-
bent’s feud with Brooklyn 
Democratic Party boss Vito 
Lopez, who backs Jeffries.

Lopez stymied Towns’s 
 bid to succeed his son , Dar-
ryl Towns, as a Democratic 
district leader in Bushwick 
last year, reigniting tensions 

between the powerful rivals 
that date back decades. 

 “It’s important that we 
don’t have a person that Vito 
controls — it’s not good for 
our district,” said Barron. 

“Both of us are con-
cerned with Vito’s infl u-
ence. It will have a detri-
mental impact.”

A Jeffries spokesman 
said Towns’s endorsement 
of Barron was not a surprise 
when reached last Sunday 
and said the nod shows his 
rival “consummating a shot-
gun marriage with a sworn 
political enemy.” 

Continued from page 3 

Towns

Fi
le

 p
ho

to
 b

y 
No

ah
 D

ev
er

ea
ux

CN
G 

/ A
ar

on
 S

ho
rt



J
UNE 10, 2012, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

77

When you have diabetes your body 
does not make enough insulin (type 
1), or is unable to use insulin prop-
erly (type 2). The cells of your body 
do not absorb enough insulin from 
your blood. As a result, you may 
have high sugar in your blood, and 
life threatening complications may 
result. 
Type 2 Diabetes occurs mostly in 
adults over 40, especially overweight 
adults.  About 16 million people in 
the United States are diabetic. The 
highest rate of type 2 diabetes are 
among native Americans, Hispanics 
and African Americans.

What Are The Symptoms?

The goal of treatment is to control 
the level of sugar in your blood.  
You want to try to keep it in the 
same range as a nondiabetic person.

What Is
Diabetes?

Advertisement

You Just Learn To Live 
With It, Right?

WRONG!
Dr. Harry Shapiro

Board-Certified Diabetes Specialist
Has The Latest Treatment and Evaluation Plan

To Help You Now!
Excellent Control of Blood Sugar Can Help Reduce 

Complications Of:

DR. HARRY SHAPIRO
718-946-7557

By Appointment Only

130 Brighton Beach Ave.
 (Cor. Of Ocean Pkwy. & Brighton Beach Ave.)

 Brooklyn, NY 11235
Harry Shapiro, MD is a Board Certified Endocrin olo gist-Gland Hormone Diabetes. 

He is a graduate of Albert Einstein College of Medicine and 
completed his endocrinology fellowship at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine.

FREE
Transportation
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And Most Other

Insurance 
Assignments
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Dramatic results within a matter 
of weeks with our safe & effective 

medical weight loss program!

NO Expensive
Supplements
NO Meals to 
Buy
NO Meetings
to Attend
NO Surgery

Plans for men & women

718.285.8807
Brooklyn and Long Island Locations 516.295.7400

www.ConquertheCrave.com
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M.D. Supervised Program
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10% OFF
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Serving the community since 1934

www.brfcu.org

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809 Sheepshead Bay Branch

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

LOANS AVAILABLE

Replace Your Car

Expand a Business

Buy Merchandise

Educate a Child

Improve a Store

Furnish a Home

Build a Future

Help a Relative

$1,000
$5,000

$10,000
$15,000
$20,000
$25,000

Serving the community since 1934

www.brfcu.org

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809 Sheepshead Bay Branch

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Edward R. Murrow 

High School’s youth band 
members proved that they 
are one of the fi eriest en-
sembles around by blazing 
through a music contest in 
Virginia — and winning 
– a day after most of their 
instruments went up in 
fl ames.

A mysterious fi re  en-
gulfed one of the buses  
transporting the group and 
its equipment to Richmond 
on May 18, forcing a dan-
gerous nighttime evacua-
tion on I-95. 

But the undaunted band 
lived to play on, swept the 
competition, and took home 
three trophies, school offi -
cials say.

The combustible encoun-
ter was the stuff of night-
mares, according to one 
Murrow High School senior 
who lost her piccolo in the 

fi re — but not her wits.
“I was telling everyone 

to relax, but then when we 
heard the pop!” said Sarah 
Nodell, 17.  “My friend 
yelled that the bus was on 
fi re — and it was on fi re!”

Teachers and chaper-
ones fl ew into action, es-
corting the 40 or so students 
to safety.

“We were pulling these 
kids off the bus over the 
guardrail in pitch black 
darkness,” said Tom To-
riello, assistant principal 
of the music program, and 
director of the jazz band. 
“The bus was engulfed with 
fl ames within 10 minutes.”

No one was hurt in the 
blaze, which only affected 
one of the group’s two 
buses, but thousands of dol-
lars in instruments were 
lost. Luckily, a pair of good 
Samaritans cruising down 
the highway in empty buses 

spotted the forlorn virtuo-
sos and pulled over to give 
them a ride to their hotel.

The next day, the school’s 
symphonic and jazz bands, 
and the madrigal choir 
played and sang up a storm 
on borrowed instruments, 
each taking home fi rst 
prize, in addition to a well-
deserved “esprit decor” 
award for the school’s supe-
rior morale.

The fl ames only fueled 
their desire to win, said 
Matan Uchen, 17. 

“It was like we had to 
show that we were the best,” 
said the Gerritsen Beach 
senior. “It was like, ‘Come 
on, we survived a fi re and 
we beat you guys’ — we’re 
awesome.”

It remained unclear 
what sparked the fi re, 
which was not considered 
suspicious, according to in-
vestigators.

Bus catches fi re, but they play on — and win!

FIRE FIGHTERS: Murrow High School’s symphonic band members (from left) Aineel Rolle, Alessandro 
Cirafi ci, Lisa Warner, Sara Nodell, and Makbela Ademovi, survived to tell the tale of their fi ery trip to 
Virginia. Photo by Steve Solomonson

COURAGE 
UNDER FIRE
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B U S I N E S S  B R O O K L Y N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

By Camille Sperrazza
You don’t have to live with pain.

Doctors at HealthQuest, a multi-specialty 
facility dedicated to pain management, can 
improve your quality of life  by providing ex-
pert treatment, utilizing the latest technology 
available.

Dr. Russell Greenseid and Dr. Nick Chiap-
petta are chiropractors at the Sheepshead Bay 
facility, and one of the innovative treatments 
they offer is the use of the spinal decompres-
sion machine. 

“It’s FDA-approved, and is safe and effec-
tive,” says Dr. Greenseid. Via mechanical 
traction, pressure is alleviated  from the pain-
sensitive structures. 

Patients who have suffered with debilitat-
ing lower back pain have found relief from 
its use, says the doctor. It’s used primarily to 

treat disc injuries to the lower back, provid-
ing an alternative to those who do not wish to 
have surgery. 

“This is just one of the many tools we of-
fer,” says Dr. Chiappetta. Manual manipula-
tion is another option, as are  joint injections. 
The latter, too, uses technology so doctors can 
work more efficiently. In this instance, an ul-
trasound machine provides the doctor with a 
picture of the area that needs treatment, and 
this allows him to guide needles precisely to 
these affected areas. 

The Nostrand Avenue facility offers many 
forms of treatment, including chiropractic 
care, neurology, orthopedic, pain management 
and physical therapy. The facility’s medical 
director is Dr. Igor Stiler, a neurologist, who 
oversees the care of those who suffer with 
neurological disorders, as well as patients re-
covering from surgery or accidents.  

Orthopedic specialties include sports medi-
cine, pediatric orthopedics, and care to feet, 
ankles, hips, knees, shoulders, elbows, hands, 
and spine.

The first step is a consultation and physi-
cal examination so the doctors can evaluate 
the condition. If further diagnostic testing is 
needed, you won’t have to run all over town 
to get it. X-rays and MRIs can be taken right 
at the facility, making everything convenient 
for the patient. 

“We make it as easy as possible for you,” 
says Dr. Greenseid.

The goal is to find the cause of the pain. 

“You want to treat the cause, not the symp-
toms,” he says.

HealthQuest also offers a unique program 
to help smokers quit. 

“By tapping into certain points through the 
ear to the brain, chemicals are balanced, and 
cravings vanish,” says  Dr. Stiler. No pain or 
drugs are involved, he says, “and one treat-
ment is all that is usually needed.”

A weight loss treatment is similar, as “very 
light stimulation to precise points on the ex-

ternal ear” is used to reduce cravings. 
“It is proven to be an effective and painless 

option that enables one to lose weight,” says 
the doctor.

Weight loss can also help alleviate joint pain. 
HealthQuest has been servicing the commu-
nity since 1994. Most major medical plans, 
including No Fault and Medicare, are accept-
ed. The facility is handicapped accessible, 
and there’s parking on the premises. Check 
HeathQuest’s website for educational semi-
nars that help improve quality of life. 

HealthQuest [3500 Nostrand Ave. between 
Avenues U and Z in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
769-2521]. Open Mondays through Fridays, 
9 am – 7 pm, and Saturdays, 9 am – noon. For 
more, visit www.hqbk.com.

Dr. Nick Chiapetta is just one of Healthquest’s 
chiropractors who offer innovative treatments 

for patients, including the use of the spinal 
decompression machine.

Get rid of pain with the help of doctors at HealthQuest

Doctors at Healthquest, on Nostrand Avenue, 
has been servicing the community since 1994.

Photos by Steve Solomonson

Dr. Nick Chiapetta and staff members Debbie 
Candido, Julissa Cardenas and Kiara Alvarado 
use the latest technology available to treat pain.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Boaters will be sailing through 

a minefi eld of garbage if the city 
makes good on its promise to an-
chor a waste transfer station at 
the mouth of Gravesend Bay, say 
outraged marina workers hoping 
to sink the plan.

Albany offi cials have signed 
off on the Department of Sani-
tation’s plan to dock a garbage 
barge where an incinerator once 
stood off of Bay 41st Street, but 
Mel Gagliano, a partner at the 
Marine Basin Marina, said the 
waste transfer station will foul 
up the air in the bay and stir up 
toxins  and undetonated artillery 
shells that he says remain buried 
the sea fl oor.

“We used to watch the ash from 
the incinerator blow into the wa-
ter. It’s all down there still,” said 
Gagliano, whose slips accommo-
date more than 200 private boats.

Michael Gregorio, who’s been 
docking at Marine Basin for more 

than 20 years, argued that the 
city’s garbage barge project will 
destroy Gravesend’s waterfront 
fun.

“Gravesend Bay is a recreational 
area,” said Gregorio, pointing out 
the fi shermen who frequently cast 
their lines into the water along the 
nearby promenade, the multi-mil-
lion dollar kayak and canoe facili-
ties the city has built at Dreier Of-
ferman Park, and the Adventurer’s 
amusement park for children on 
Shore Parkway — which sits right 
where the city wants to start dock-
ing garbage barges. 

“You’re going to have tugboats 
and barges and trucks coming in 
and out of here, and they’re going 
to ruin it for everyone.” 

Another longtime boater, 
Beannard Fioriello, said the traf-
fi c congestion from an invading 
fl eet of Sanitation trucks would 
push him to moor his boat else-
where.

“If I’m going to have to sit for 

35 minutes on Bay Parkway to get 
here, I’m going to fi nd someplace 
else,” said the 35-year Marine Ba-
sin sea-goer, who participated in 
a fl oating protest against the sta-
tion in 2009.

Residents on the other side of 
Shore Parkway said they fear that 
fumes and vermin will pour out of 
the new facility.

“It’s no good, it’s going to make 
the entire neighborhood stink,” 
said Eric Wong. “We’ll have to 
move.”

Yet New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conserva-
tion commissioner Joseph Mar-
tens said he was convinced that 
the facility’s impact on the sur-
rounding area would be minimal, 
and pointed out that those who op-
pose the project failed to back up 
their claims with facts and expert 
opinions.

The Gravesend Bay incinerator 
closed in 1991,  but a group of div-
ers discovered 1,500 live artillery 

Gravesend Bay boaters 
trash garbage plan 

shells buried in the bay fl oor a few 
years ago , which Gagliano thinks 
could also be a problem when the 
new transfer station opens. The 
explosives came from a Navy ship 
that capsized in Gravesend Bay in 

1954 and were never removed.
“They’re still down there, and 

if the people putting in the gar-
bage barge hit one, who knows 
what could happen,” Gagliano 
said.

TROUBLED WATERS: Mel Gagliano says the city’s planned waste transfer station 
could sink his Marine Basin Marina. Photo by Derrick Lytle
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Girls 6-23, Boys 12-23
INTERVIEWS HELD ONE DAY ONLY

SUNDAY, JUNE 17, 2012
SUMMER 

PROGRAMS 
AVAILABLE

BARBIZON MODELING OF MANHATTAN

Make An Impression With Your Smile
We treat children, teens, and adults. 

All phases of Family Dentistry performed in our office. 
Now accepting new patients.

CALL US TODAY FOR A CONVENIENT APPOINTMENT

Laser, Cosmetic, and Comprehensive Dentistry

1122 Avenue P (1 Block East Of Coney Island Ave.)

Telephone:  • Fax: 

Strict Sterilization Techniques

 1-718-339-78781-718-339-7878

Noah’s Ark
VETERINARIAN

WE TREAT THEM LIKE FAMILY
10% OFF

Visit
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our ad)

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
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www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
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24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
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WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Cyclists enjoy a scenic ride down Bay Ridge’s Shore Road during the eighth annual Tour de 
Brooklyn on June 3. 
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For Treatment of:

The Vascular Institute 
of New York

Safe and highly effective

718.438.3800

Enrico Ascher, M.D. 
Professor of Surgery 

FDA
Approved

FREE WIFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 
718-692-1515

2256 Hendrickson Street 

(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: 
thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

REPAIRED 
PAINLESSLY

BY DANIEL BUSH
Dog lovers are baring their 

teeth at Manhattan Beach resi-
dents who want to turn their be-
loved Oriental Boulevard dog run 
into a community garden — vow-
ing that they will fi ght to keep the 
bark park right where it is.

Members of the Manhattan 
Beach Community Group want 
the Parks Department to move the 
dog run near Kensington Street to 
a less prominent spot in Manhat-
tan Beach Park and put a fl ower 
and vegetable garden in its place.

But Councilman Mike Nelson 
(D–Brighton Beach) admitted that 
the city won’t have the funding to 
create a new pooch play space af-
ter building the community gar-
den — leaving dog owners com-
plaining that their best friends 
will have no place to go. 

“This is the one space that 
makes it possible to have a dog,” 
said Manhattan Beach resident 
Ilana Bram. “There is no way you 
could have one without it.”

Dog owners are required to 
pick up after their pets at the dog 

run — which is roughly the size of 
a baseball infi eld — but the rules 
aren’t enforced, according to long-
time critics who want to turn the 
space into a green zone.

“The current dog run is unsu-
pervised and poorly maintained,” 
said Manhattan Beach Commu-
nity Group president Ira Zalcman. 
“A garden would be something 
beautiful and teach children how 
to grow fl owers and vegetables.”

Zalcman said the dog run 
shouldn’t be eliminated, just 
moved to an empty fi eld near 
Kingsborough Community Col-
lege. The space will be big enough 
to have separate play spaces for 
both large and small canines, he 
said.

Nelson has requested funding 
to install the community garden, 
but said there won’t be enough 
money in the budget to build the 
new dog run at the same time.

“The community garden will 
probably happen but I don’t have 
much faith in the dog run,” Nel-
son said.

Nelson said the garden alone 

would cost roughly $300,000 be-
cause the site needs a water line 
and other upgrades.

Parks Department spokes-
woman Meghan Lalor said the 
project is currently under review, 

but declined to confi rm the price 
tag.

“We are far from making any 
decisions at this point,” Lalor 
said.

Several sources said the city 

is waiting see if the Manhattan 
Beach Community Group’s rival 
offshoot, the Manhattan Beach 
Neighborhood Association, signs 
off on the plan. The dueling 
groups have argued about every-
thing  from neighborhood security  
to how to  stop speeding on Orien-
tal Boulevard .

But it doesn’t look like the 
Manhattan Beach Neighborhood 
Association will back the commu-
nity garden project anytime soon.

“We weren’t consulted on this,” 
said Association spokesman Ed-
mond Dweck, who explained that 
the garden overhaul only makes 
sense if the city installs a new dog 
run at the same time. “You don’t 
want to deny people in the com-
munity the opportunity to have a 
dog run.”

The Manhattan Beach Com-
munity Group initially proposed 
the dog run move in 2007, but the 
proposal fell apart after dog own-
ers complained that the site was 
less convenient and the Parks 
Department declined to fund the 
project.

Green-thumbed Manhattan Beachers want to turn pooch play place into green space

DOG RUN BLUES: Manhattan Beach Community Group President Ira Zalcman 
wants to turn a bare-bones dog run on Oriental Boulevard into a community 
garden. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Gardeners eyeing dog run takeover
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718-253-7117
www.nickslobster.com

Exit 11N 
Off Belt Pkwy

Dine in only. 

Restaurant 
  & Seafood Market

All major Credit 
Cards Accepted

Take-out Orders Welcome
Gift Certifi cates Available For All Occasions

We Are Open 7 Days A Week 
Lunch And Dinner

Fresh Seafood Market:
Live Maine Lobsters & Fresh Fish Daily

2777 Flatbush Ave.
Plenty of FREE Parking

EVERY THURSDAY 
LIVE MUSIC 

WITH MAURICE 
ON VOCALS

WEDNESDAYS 
50% OFF 

RAW BAR & 
BEER SPECIAL

DELIVERY AVAILABLE FROM 11AM
CALL US AT 718�499�2800

 P A R K  S L O P E   N E W  Y O R K

VOTED BEST NEW SANDWICH SHOP 
2012 BY METROMIX NY

BY AARON SHORT
Hungry kickball players 

are urging the city to install 
grills in bustling McCarren 
Park, claiming greater ac-
cess to hot dogs and burgers 
will improve their play.

Brooklyn Kickball League 
Commissioner Kevin Dailey 
has approached Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Greenpoint) 
to request charcoal grill sta-
tions near Gilroy Field and 
around the McCarren Park 
track, arguing that the area 
is “underfed.”

“Something needs to be 
done about the lack of food 
availability in McCarren,” 
he said. “There’s not enough 
to keep up with demand and 
what we have is of little nu-
tritional value.”

Kickball players have 
been known to fuel their 
bodies with suds more than 
sports drinks, and though 
restaurants abound in the 
park’s northwest and south-
east border, there are only 
one or two regular street ven-
dors inside the park offering 

more accessible comestibles.
Dailey believes that pub-

lic grills will keep his play-
ers performing at peak levels 
on lazy Sunday afternoons.

“It’s a matter of basic bi-

ology — people get hungry 
when they run around in the 
sun,” he said. “Barbecuing 
is as American as George 
Washington striking out 
Benedict Arnold. We need it. 

People are hungry and when 
people are hungry they don’t 
play better.”

The city does not permit 
barbecuing anywhere in Mc-
Carren Park, but park-goers 

GRILL BITS: Kickball leaders say teams such as Recession Aggression could enhance their performance 
on the fi eld if they had a few hamburgers in them. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Kickballers want McCarren Park grills
have illegally brought their 
own portable charcoal grills 
to several parts of the park 
for years with little incident.

But some North Brook-
lynites who live near the park 
say that it will be diffi cult for 
the city to fi nd an appropri-
ate area for permanent cook-
ing fi xtures in the always-
crowded green space.

“The park is already 
oversaturated with athletic 
areas where aerobic needs 
are great, and there’s a short-
age of passive park space to 
just sit and hang out,” said 
Williamsburg resident Mer-
edith Chesney, whose hair 
salon Miss Mousey Brown 
borders the park. “I see a 
major clash coming down 
the pike if the city goes that 
route.”

A clash over grilling in 
McCarren Park wouldn’t be 
the area’s fi rst barbecue bat-
tle: newly installed grills in 
Williamsburg’s Cooper Park 
 sparked a fl are-up  between 
fans of outdoor cooking and 
park neighbors who fear lit-

ter and smoke.
Kickball players largely 

approve of any plan that 
would add grills near their 
ball fi elds.

“It’s a great idea, but it 
has to be safe,” said Reces-
sion Aggression’s Amanda 
Donelan. “My only fear is 
the ball fl ying and hitting 
the grills — you always have 
to be careful around an open 
fl ame.”

And New Frontiersmen 
ace pitcher Jessica Seibert 
says that even the league’s 
vegans would join the fun.

“You can grill tofu and 
seitan,” she said. “This is 
Brooklyn — half the people 
here are vegan and the other 
half like bacon because it’s 
trendy.”

A Levin spokesman said 
the councilman has not 
taken a position on barbecu-
ing in McCarren Park, but is 
open to hearing more about 
specifi c proposals.

A parks spokesman said 
the agency has not received 
any requests for grills.

knows where the ball is, and 
makes good plays in the fi eld.”

Few do it better than Math-
lete Adrian “The Denominator” 
Spatzer — a third-year hurler 
widely considered to be the league’s 
most diffi cult pitcher to face.

“You have to have someone on 
the mound who [you can trust to]  
control the tempo of the game,” said 
Spatzer, whose earned run average 
is under 2.

Spatzer mixes devastating cur-

veballs both inside and outside 
of the plate — then jams kickers 
when they least expect it with fast-
balls right down the middle.

The result is often a foul-ball 
or a harmless pop-up, and some-
times even a strikeout, which hap-
pens when a kicker fouls the ball 
away three times during a plate 
appearance.

“The goal is for them to foul 
out or pop up because it is hard to 
hit a fast curveball,” said Spatzer, 
who played softball in college but 
mastered her pitching while bowl-
ing during the league’s winter off-
season. 

“My defense behind me is solid. 
I trust them.”

And they trust her.
“She is on point all of the time 

— if someone kicks it to her, she’s 
going to catch it,” said Mathlete 
utility player Sarah “Plus One” 
Koniarski. “You don’t want to 
kick it to Adrian unless you want 
to get out.”

Spatzer and other female aces, 
including American Blood star 
Wendy “Push Pop” Gallo, Pony 
Boys roller Courtney “The Ital-
ian Stallion” Kessler, and the New 
Frontiersmen’s double-barrelled 
threats Jordan “Mountaintop” 

Peak and Jessica “All-American” 
Seibert, are highly coveted when 
teams are short players and need to 
add a body to fi ll out their roster.

Seibert, a fi fth-year starter, 
has built a reputation as one of 
the best control pitchers in the 
league. She consistently throws 
strikes off the corners of the plate, 
releasing the ball just before her 
arm touches the mound.

“I try to get as low as possible,” 
she said. “If you bounce it too 
much, kickers won’t swing.”

Winning pitchers communicate 
with their defense constantly and 
always remain vigilant of runners 

on base and offensive players’ kick-
ing tendencies — even when oppo-
nents try to psyche them out.

Milk Believe rookie pitcher Abi 
“New Girl” Bock, who is 4–0 this 
year, has regularly battled hecklers 
trying to take her off her game.

“People from the other team 
sometimes tell me I’m a bad 
pitcher — it’s mean,” said the 
roller, who mixes a repertoire of 
change-ups and junk pitches that 
lead to playable ground balls. “I 
try to go right over the plate and 
not make it too bouncy, but if you 
throw a bad pitch it’s bad for the 
other team.”

Continued from page 1 

Pitchers
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Talk about old school — 

kids and teachers at IS 201 
in Dyker Heights threw 
their building’s courtyard 
into a time warp for their 
ninth annual Shakespeare 
Festival on June 1.  

Sixth, seventh, and 
eighth-grade students cre-
ated a 17th-century English 
marketplace, complete with 
stands hawking wares ref-
erencing the Bard’s classic 
romance “Romeo and Ju-
liet,” including “Juliet Jew-
els,” a “Masquerade Stand” 

dealing handmade masks, 
and “The World’s a Stage,” 
where kids learned old jest-
er’s tricks like juggling and 
balancing feathers. The day 
even featured an appear-
ance by Queen Elizabeth I 
— played by Principal Mad-
eleine Brennan. 

Drama teachers Chris-
tina Declara and Jessica 
O’Mahoney-Schwartz — 
whose students ran stands 
and pantomimed masked 
sketches — said the festi-
val was an opportunity for 
kids outside their classes to 

learn about the great play-
wright and his work. 

“It lets them all be a part 
of the arts,” declared Declara. 
“And my students really love 
coming down and interact-
ing with all the grades.”

O’Mahoney-Schwartz 
said the fair was a way for 
the kids to have fun that ac-
tually enriched their world-
view.

“They have no cultural 
references, they haven’t 
been exposed,” O’Mahoney-
Schwartz said. “They get a 
lot of things they shouldn’t 

via TV and video games, 
but they don’t learn about 
art and history.”

The teachers were plan-
ning a performance of the 
star-crossed lovers’ tale on 
June 8, but state testing has 
now left the date up in the 
air. O’Mahoney-Schwartz 
said she hopes that the show 
does go on, since acting in-
stills countless life-skills. 

“It teaches reading, it 
teaches public speaking, it 
lets them be creative,” she 
said. “I’m crossing my fi n-
gers that we get to do it.” 

RENAISSANCE KIDS: (Above) IS 201 seventh-graders Nicholas Pi-
lacinski and Michael Coffey have a swordfi ght at the Shakespeare 
Festival while (center) eighth-grader Daniela Morales sports a mask 
and (right) Stephanie Lau, Sahar Waheed, Cynthia Liang, and Anasta-
sia Arkoudis don royal robes.  Photos by Elizabeth Graham

The Bard’s the word at school festival
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BY DANIEL BUSH
Talk about seeing red!
Republican rookie Da-

vid Storobin won the clos-
est state senate election 
in Brooklyn’s history last 
week, but his risk won’t 
earn him any fi nancial re-
wards — he’ll be getting a 
truncated legislative sal-
ary that won’t even cover 
a $50,000 personal loan he 
made to his fl edgling cam-
paign, Albany offi cials con-
fi rmed.

Storobin beat Council-
man Lew Fidler (D–Marine 
Park) by 16 votes as the race 
to replace prison-bound ex-
pol Carl Kruger came to a 
close on May 31.

Now that he’s been sworn 
in, Storobin will start earn-
ing $45,300 in taxpayer dol-
lars through December — 
about $4,700 less than the 
out-of-pocket sum he gave 
his campaign in January. 

He won’t have an oppor-
tunity to recoup the money 
over time either. 

Kruger’s old district 
is poised to disappear in 
January — meaning that 
Storobin will have the 
shortest freshman term a 
healthy person not under 
indictment has ever had.

But Storobin shrugged 
off the net loss, claiming 
that winning was worth ev-
ery penny.

“I didn’t do it for the 
money,” said Storobin, who 
admitted that he spent all 
of the $148,000 he raised for 
the special election. “The 
money I’ll get paid didn’t 
play a role in my decision 
to run.”

State senators normally 
draw an annual salary of 
$79,500, but Senate Repub-
lican spokesman Scott Reif 
said Storobin will only get 
paid for the six months he’s 
in offi ce.  

Storobin could have col-
lected a larger paycheck if 
his battle with Fidler didn’t 
drag on for two months af-
ter the March 20 special 
election, Reif explained.

Albany leaders divvied 
up Kruger’s old stomping 
grounds between two bor-
ough senators and a new 

“Super Jewish” seat encom-
passing Midwood, Borough 
Park, and Homecrest when 
they redistricted Brooklyn 
earlier this year — the dis-

Storobin loses money 
on big election win

trict Storobin is expected to 
run for next.

Fidler raised more than 
$335,000 for the special elec-
tion and still had $87,420 in 

his campaign account in 
mid-April, according to the 
state Board of Elections.

The seasoned legisla-
tor entered the race as the 
presumed frontrunner, but 
Storobin — the vice presi-
dent of the Kings County 
Republican Party — sent 
shock waves through the 
borough’s political circles 
by emerging  with a 120-vote 
lead  on election night.

But his margin of vic-
tory shrank to just three 
votes after several hundred 
absentee ballots and affi da-
vits were tallied, and both 
sides contested 300 addi-
tional ballots, delaying the 
outcome even further.

Fidler took a brief 87-
vote lead after most of the 
remaining ballots were 
counted, but a judge ordered 
the city to count 119 votes 
that the  veteran lawmaker 
claimed Storobin’s cam-
paign obtained illegally  — 
and Storobin jumped ahead 
again by 27 votes.

Storobin ultimately  won 
by 16 votes last Thursday  af-
ter the city fi nished a state-
mandated hand recount.

Kruger resigned in 
December hours before 
pleading guilty to accept-
ing nearly $1 million in 
bribes. He was sentenced to 
seven years in prison least 
month.

CASH CRUNCH: David Storobin (center) was feted by Brooklyn GOP boss Craig Eaton (left) and state 
Sen. Marty Golden for winning, but the rookie ended up losing money.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham

• Domestic violence 

reform

The legislation will 
create a felony-level 
charge for those who com-
mit multiple domestic 
violence offences within 
a fi ve-year period. The 
bill was introduced af-
ter  Police Offi cer Alain 
Schaberger was killed  by 
a repeat domestic violence 
offender during a 2011 dis-
pute in Boerum Hill.

• Marijuana reform

The bill will down-
grade charges for hav-
ing marijuana in “plain 
view” from a misde-
meanor crime to a viola-
tion. 

Advocates say the 
change would reduce the 
number of low-level pot 
busts in New York.

• Intercity bus per-

mit system bill

Requires private bus 
companies to register 
with the city under a new 
permitting system and 
regulate where private 
bus companies pick up 
and drop off passengers. 

• Minimum wage 

raise bill

Would increase the 
state’s minimum wage 
from $7.25 an hour to 
$8.50 an hour.

— Dan Bush

Vote primer
David Storobin has a lot of homework ahead of 

him, say Albany legislators who expect the Soviet-
born attorney to weigh in on a few high-profi le bills 
currently under review in the state senate before the 
chamber shuts down on June 21.

Bills that may come to the chamber fl oor in the 
next three weeks include:

and grab her.
She turned around to 

confront her attacker — 
she’d read about self-de-
fense in a rape prevention 
class — but the stocky 
man, who wore a baseball 
cap pulled down over his 
eyes, grabbed her again, 
this time, from the front.

“Get off me!” she 
screamed.

The creep then took 
off running and a neigh-
bor, who happened to hear 
her yell, dashed out of his 
house to give chase.

The good Samaritan 
says he caught up to the 
man near Fourth Avenue, 
grabbed him, and called 
the cops.

Shocked and fl ustered, 
the woman walked to her 
home less than a block 
away to calm down.

“I was scared — I felt 
lost,” she said. “I just 
wanted the situation to go 
away.”

At her apartment, she 
splashed water on her face 
and walked over to the win-
dow. That’s when she saw a 
black unmarked police car 
roll past with lights fl ash-
ing. It didn’t stop.

A second cop car 

parked on the block 10 min-
utes later, but the offi cers 
quickly released the man 
detained by neighbors.

Witnesses say they told 
the offi cers the victim was 
just steps away, but they 
never came to her door.

The victim, cops would 
later say, wasn’t at the 
scene the moment they ar-
rived.

Days later, police circu-
lated a surveillance video 
of a man resembling the 
individual they released,  
and asked Park Slope resi-
dents for help tracking him 
down.

“They should have 
held onto the guy, taken 
a photo, or at least gotten 
his ID,” the victim said.

Two 72nd Precinct of-
fi cers involved in the inci-
dent have since been placed 
on “modifi ed duty” pend-
ing an investigation and 
cops are still looking for the 
suspect.

The victim says she 
has since worked with 
different, more helpful 
offi cers to create a sketch 
of the attacker in an at-
tempt to prevent similar 
assaults against women 
in the neighborhood.

 “It all happened so 
quickly,” she said. “Ev-
erything changes in a mo-
ment.”

prevent rodent habitats.”
But north Park Slope 

neighbors say the problem 
only emerged after Forrest 
City Ratner started excavat-
ing the site at Flatbush and 
Atlantic avenues to make 
room for the arena in 2007 
— and now they claim it’s 
worse than ever.

“We can’t walk home in 
the evening without a rat 
crossing our path — and we 
can’t eat at a café without a 
rat passing us,” said Denise 
Morales, who was temporar-
ily unable to enter her But-

ler Street home after returning one night to fi nd dozens 
of huge rats swarming near her front door.

A group of Morales’s neighbors recently sent a Brook-
lyn-based extermination company a request to bait more 
than 25 homes on and near her block, e-mails show.

Restaurant owners share some of the same con-
cerns, saying rodent sightings can have a negative 
impact on customers’s appetites and pose potential 
health issues.

“The [arena site] was their home before, so now they 
have to run out,” said Jude Nujabuoko, who runs Cake 
Ambiance bakery on Dean Street near Flatbush Ave-
nue. — with Ben Lockhart

RAT TRAP: Denise Morales 
points to a rat hole that 
neighbors fi lled with dirt to 
keep the nasty critters away.
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ATTENTION 
BROOKLYNITES!

Courier Life Publications — the most 
powerful name in news from Canarsie to 
Greenpoint — is proud to launch its new 
website, BrooklynDaily.com, featuring 
fresh news, arts and features from all 
the neighborhoods that matter to you.

Click on BrooklynDaily.com every day 
for coverage of Brooklyn that is faster, 
better and deeper than any other online 
publication. Every day, you’ll get all 
the top-notch coverage you’ve come to 
expect from the Bay News, Brooklyn Graphic, Kings Courier, Mill-Marine 
Courier, Bay Ridge Courier and Brooklyn Courier — and more!

BrooklynDaily.com — your one-stop shopping for Brooklyn news.

ONLINE NOW!

c Kings Courier Mill Marine

There’s a new source for news in your neighborhoods:
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“The temperature might 
change the texture of the 
hot dogs and prematurely 
toast the buns, making 
them harder to go down,” 
said Patrick “Deep Dish” 
Bertoletti, who came in sec-
ond to Chestnut last year by 
downing 53 HDBs.

Still, Bertoletti vowed to 
beat Chestnut, who wolfed 
down 62 HDBs in 2011 to 
claim  his fi fth straight 
championship .

“I’m going to challenge 
Joey this year,” Bertoletti 
said. “I’m sick of seeing him 
win.”

Another victory would 
give Chestnut six Mustard 
Belts, tying a previous re-
cord set by eating legend 
Takeru Kobayashi.

Kobayashi, of course, 
has been consumer non 
grata at the contest since he 
refused to sign a contract 
with the competitive eating 
federation in 2010 — then 
showed up at that year’s 
contest anyway,  rushed the 
stage, and was arrested .

The Japanese competi-
tive eating legend was  uncer-
emoniously removed from 
the Nathan’s Wall of Fame  

before grabbing headlines 
again last year when he set 
 a disputed world record of 
69 HDBs in 10 minutes  at an 
air-conditioned bar in Man-
hattan’s Flatiron District 
while his former competitive 
eating peers did battle under 
the Coney Island sun.

ESPN, which has aired 
the decades-old contest at 
the original Nathan’s on 
Surf Avenue at Stillwell 
Avenue since 2003, reached 
an agreement last month 
with Major League Eat-
ing to broadcast the event 
through 2017.

TENNIS, ANYONE?: Queen Elizabeth II will now have the chance to watch Wimbledon — and the Na-
than’s hot dog-eating contest featuring Joey Chestnut (left) — thanks to ESPN.

help of cops, who have 
access to footage of the 
vandalism taken  from a 
nearby security camera , 
but the bearded vandal re-
mains on the loose.

LoBaido said he isn’t 
going to stop looking for 
the wall scrawler.

“I have private inves-
tigators looking into this 
for free, and a forensics 
guy who used to be a Navy 
spy in San Francisco help-
ing me out,” said LoBaido. 
“This thing ain’t dying 
down — I know I’m not go-
ing to let it down.”

LoBaido said the mural 
tagger went too far by writ-
ing “Patriotism makes me 
sick” on his fl ag. 

And this artist knows 
something about taking 
things too far. 

LoBaido was arrested 
in 1999 for  hurling horse 
manure at the Brooklyn 
Museum  as he protested 
an exhibit showcasing a 
black Virgin Mary statue 
made out of elephant 
dung.

The muralist said he 
would applaud the vandal 
if he had put his statement 
on anything else but his 
fl ag.

BY COLIN MIXSON
Brooklyn boaters 

shared the high seas with 
an unlikely companion  
last Sunday — a space 
shuttle.

Thousands of onlook-
ers crowded the southern 
shores of Kings County 
to catch a glimpse of the 
barge-born Enterprise 
space shuttle, which ac-
cumulated an entourage 
of delighted boaters as it 
made its way from JFK 
Airport to Port Elizabeth, 
New Jersey.

The 57,000-pound orbital 
prototype, which arrived at 
JFK hitched to a jumbo jet 
in late April, was loaded by 
crane onto a fl atbed barge 
last Saturday, before head-
ing out to Jersey the follow-
ing day. 

Enterprise began its 
tour of Brooklyn at the Gil 

— passing under the Verra-
zano-Narrows Bridge, which 
its tail easily cleared. 

The Enterprise contin-
ued its voyage to the deck 
of the Intrepid Air, Sea, and 
Space Museum in Manhat-
tan on Tuesday.

Cyclone roller coaster 
and Deno’s Wonder Wheel 
caught a glimpse of the 
space craft’s voyage.

Several thousand Brook-
lynites lined the shoreline 
of Bay Ridge to watch the 
last leg of the shuttle’s tour 

Hodges Memorial Bridge, 
which had to be raised to 
allow the shuttle’s tail, or 
vertical stabilizer, to pass 
underneath. It then sailed 
within a stone’s throw of 
Luna Park in Coney Is-
land, where riders on the 

FREAK SHOW: The shuttle fl oats past Coney Island’s Wonder Wheel. 

Enterprise space 
shuttle sets sail

UP AND AWAY: The Marine Parkway Bridge was raised last Sunday af-
ternoon to give the space shuttle Enterprise a wide berth as it made its 
way from JFK to Port Elizabeth, New Jersey. Photo by Steve Solomonson

and elegant a sport as com-
petitive eating,” said Shea. 
“The only sport more fun-
damental than competi-
tive eating is competitive 
breathing, and that’s dan-
gerous because it can cause 
hyperventilation.”

The later start could 
mean that gustatory giant 
Joey “Jaws” Chestnut’s 2009 
world record of 68 hot dogs 
and buns (HDBs) in 10 min-
utes will be tough to beat. 

The San Jose star and his 
19 opponents may be forced 
to drink more liquid than 
usual to stay hydrated dur-
ing the hottest part of the 
day — potentially resulting 
in less stomach room for 
frankfurters, according to 
Shea.

“The heat is really what 
they have to worry about,” 
he said. “It could depress 
the numbers.”

Competitors also fear 
the hot dogs and buns won’t 
have the same fl avor and 
feel if they’re re-cooked by 
the scorching afternoon 
sun.

Continued from page 1 Continued from page 1 

Hot dogs Grafi tti

DON’T TREAD ON HIM: Artist 
Scott LoBaido painted an an-
gry snake on his Amercan fl ag 
mural after a vandal defaced 
the original artwork. 
 Photo by Derrick Lytle
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BY DANIEL BUSH
Teachers schooled their 

students at PS 52’s annual 
kickball game.

A team of teachers and 
staff trounced a group of 
fourth and fi fth graders 
18–9 in the Sheepshead Bay 
school’s spring kickball con-
test on May 31 — but despite 

the lopsided outcome it was 
still all fun and games, said 
gym teacher Lara Novella.

“The kids got really ex-
cited,” said Novella. “They 
were really pumped up.”

The students made sev-
eral outstanding plays in the 
fi eld during the fi ve-inning 
game at the school’s E. 29th 

Street diamond, but didn’t 
have the offensive fi repower 
to overcome the older squad’s 
barrage of extra base knocks, 
leading to the blowout loss.

Still, Novella said the 
students showed signs of im-
provement.

“This was the best group 
I’ve seen so far,” she said. 

“They really gave the adults 
a run for their money.”

The annual teacher vs. 
student contest started up in 
2010. Novella said it’s fast be-
coming a popular activity.

“It’s a great tradition,” 
Novella said. “The game is 
a nice way to end the school 
year.”

BATTER UP: Fourth-grader Christian Laracuente brought his “A” 
game for the kickball showdown. Photos by Elizabeth Graham

PS 52 kickball contest a win-win

JUST FOR KICKS: PS 52 students took on their teachers at the school’s kickball game on May 31.
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$100.00 OFF
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New York, NY 10021

459 77th Street | Bklyn, NY 11209
718.238.7400
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Amateur lensman gives a 50-year retrospective on the People’s Playground
CONEY ISLAND SNAPSHOTS

BY DANIEL BUSH
Amateur shutterbug Abe Feinstein spent 50 

years immortalizing the changing face of the 
People’s Playground — from gritty amusement 
district to glitzy fun zone — and now the retired 
camera salesman is ready for his own close-up: 
the Coney Island History Project is showcasing 
the 83-year-old’s work. 

The exhibit, titled “Abe Feinstein: 50 Years 
of Coney Island Photography,” has opened to 
rave reviews at the W. 12th Street gallery as on-
lookers enjoy classic shots of the now-vanished 
Cavalcade Skooter, the Animal Nursery, Raven-
hall, Faber’s Sportland, and the World of Wax. 
There’s also a cool picture of a group of young 
boys chasing Muhammad Ali in his limo past 
the Thunderbolt Roller Coaster. 

Feinstein began snapping pictures of the 
Riegelmann Boardwalk, plus the nearby rides 
and restaurants, after moving to the water-
front neighborhood from Bedford-Stuyvesant 
in 1962. 

He documented the politics, atrophy, and 
urban renewal that shaped Coney’s fate with 
the skilled eye of a photojournalist and arche-
ologist, but stored his prized photographs in a 
closet of his Luna Park home as his portfolio 
grew. 

Charles Denson, the executive director of 
the history project who convinced Feinstein 

to exhibit his work, says the lensman has man-
aged to capture Coney at its authentic best and 
worst.

“The pictures are like a time machine,” he 
said.

Feinstein said he never sought the spotlight, 
but he isn’t complaining now that it’s here.

“A little recognition can’t hurt,” he added. 
“I’m glad I’m being honored.”

The photog said he misses the long-gone at-
tractions, such as Steeplechase Park, but he now 
enjoys photographing  the new Boardwalk busi-
nesses  that replaced old-school shops as part of 
the honky-tonk area’s transformation into an 
upscale, year-round tourist destination.

“I feel sorry for some of the people they 
pushed off the Boardwalk,” he said. “But time 
marches on.”

Feinstein says he’ll continue capturing Co-
ney’s present for future generations — espe-
cially now that he’s traded up to a digital cam-
era.

“I’m never going to stop taking pictures un-
til the very end, which I hope won’t be for a very 
long time,” he said.

“Abe Feinstein: 50 Years of Coney Island Pho-
tography,” at the Coney Island History Project 
[3059 W. 12th St. between Bowery Street and the 
Boardwalk in Coney Island, (347) 702–8553, www.
coneyislandhistory.org]. Free, through July 1.

CHRONICLING CONEY: (Above) Abe Feinstein, an 83-year-old shutterbug, has been photo-
graphing the People’s Playground sine 1962. Some older photos include (below, from left) 
a freak beckoning beach-goers to the “Spook-A-Rama,” Nathan’s in the shadow of the now-
demolished Thunderbolt, and Astroman, who welcomed revelers to Astroland.
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BY BEN LOCKHART
Canarsie native and Olympic 

boxer Sadam “World Kid” Ali re-
turned to Brooklyn last Saturday 
to remind his fans — and future 
competitors — that he’s just getting 
started as a professional pulverizer. 

In the fi rst bout hosted by Ali’s 
World Kid Promotions, the fan-
friendly showman followed through 
as expected at the Aviator Sports 
and Events Center in Mill Basin by 
knocking out a mismatched Frank-
lin Gonzalez in the eighth round. 

The welterweight was in total con-
trol throughout the match as his mil-
lion-dollar grin delighted the crowd. 

The thunderous combination that 
left Gonzalez sprawled out on the 
canvas two minutes into the eighth 
round was for the fans, Ali said.

“I wanted to get the knockout so 
bad for them. It was a fi tting end to a 
great night,” Ali said after the fi ght.

Standing at 15–0 with nine knock-
outs after Saturday, Ali said that he 
and his team of promoters are already 
setting their sights toward marquee 
opponents and bigger venues.  

But Ali says there’s one boxer 
he won’t touch gloves with — fellow 
Brooklyn native and World Boxing 
Association welterweight title holder 
Paulie Malignaggi. 

Unless, of course, the purse was 
big enough.

“Down the line if it makes busi-
ness sense and it should happen, 

then OK. But that’s not something on 
my mind right now,” Ali said about 
Malignaggi, who watched the World 
Kid’s victory in the bleachers along 
with Rep. Michael Grimm (R–Bay 
Ridge). “Paulie’s a friend and I don’t 
see it like that.”

Still, the fi rst Arab American to 
represent the US in the Olympics 
couldn’t be more confi dent in his 

abilities in the ring. 
“I’m an exciting fi ghter,” Ali said. 

“An exciting fi ghter is a smart fi ghter 
that knows how to hit and not get hit. 
An exciting fi ghter has speed and 
power — someone who has heart and 
knows how to bite down and come at 
you. My goal is to have HBO, ESPN, 
and all the other TV stations want to 
see me on their channel.”

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The fi rst boxing match at the 

Barclays Center will be a battle 
between Brooklynites — if Ben-
sonhurst-born World Boxing As-
sociation welterweight champion 
Paulie “Magic Man” Malignaggi 
gets his way.

Malignaggi called out Ukraine-
born, Flatbush-raised welter-
weight contender Dmitriy “Kid 
Kosher” Salita, an Orthodox Jew 
who won’t fi ght on the sabbath un-
til after sundown, during a tour 
of the soon-to-be-opened Barclays 
Center last Friday. Malignaggi 
will kick off the center’s monthly 
boxing series on Oct. 20.

“If I had it my way, it’d be Dmi-
triy,” said Malignaggi, holding the 
belt he won from another Ukra-
nian, Vyacheslav Senchenko, 
after a grueling April 29 bout 
in Senchenko’s hometown of Do-
netsk. 

“It’d be almost like a civil war 
in Brooklyn. Our fan bases are 
so different and so Brooklyn, and 
these kind of ethnic battles always 
generate a lot of fanfare.”

Salita has already announced 
that he wants a shot at Malignag-
gi’s belt, and agreed that the fi ght 
would electrify their favorite bor-
ough.

“It would go beyond the world 

of boxing, it would be a legendary 
event,” said Salita.

Yet there’s a wrinkle: Salita, 
who goes by the nicknames “Kid 
Kosher,” “Star of David,” and “Ko-
sher Nostra,” hasn’t had a fi ght 
since April, 2011. He will need to 
pull out a win soon if he hopes to 
be considered for the stadium’s 
premier bout. 

“Things have to happen 
quickly for me to make it work,” 
Salita said.

The two fi ghters have known 
each other for years. They trained 
at rival gyms — Gleason’s for Ma-
lignaggi, Starrett City for Salita. 
Both men turned pro in 2001 and 

moved up to welterweight after 
devastating losses to light welter-
weight champion Amir Khan. 

Salita’s record stands at 33 wins 
— 17 of them knockouts — one loss 
and one draw, while Malignaggi 
has won 31 fi ghts — seven of them 
knockouts — and lost four.

Barclays offi cials won’t say 
who Malignaggi will be fi ghting 
on Oct. 20, or if Magic Man will be 
the title card — although he is the 
odds-on favorite. 

But that didn’t stop either 
boxer from indulging in a little 
trash talk. 

Salita called Malignaggi a 
friend — but predicted that he 

would take his bud’s new belt if 
they touched gloves. 

“Paulie’s a great fi ghter and 
has truly accomplished a lot in 
his career. But I got his number,” 
Salita said. 

“The world and Brooklyn will 
see in October,” he said.

Malignaggi, for his part, 
pointed to the two belts he’s won 
and the array of big-name fi ghters 
he’s taken on, including Miguel 
Cotto, Ricky Hatton, and Juan 
Diaz. 

“My resume speaks for itself. 
I’ve fought at a very world-class 
level, and he has only fought at 
that level once,” Malignaggi said.

NUMBER ONE: Rep. Michael Grimm and Sadam Ali clinch their fi sts after the boxer’s win 
against Franklin Gonzalez last Saturday night at Aviator Sports and Events Center in Mill 
Basin.  Photo by Derrick Lytle

Paulie demands 
a Brooklyn battle 

A career takes fl ight at Aviator

Pride of Hurst wants to take on Flatbush fi ghter
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Damon Dunbar, 4, digs into a hot dog at the fi rst birthday party 
of the legendary — but newly reopened — Italian eatery Monte’s 
on Carroll Street. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Chow down!



Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:

  and scar tissue formation

packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 

with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.
Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 

tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-559-6992 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 

with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
1117 57th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219
www.kellerchirony.com

718.559.6992
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.
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