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BY DANIEL BUSH
Warner Fusselle, the 

voice of the Brooklyn Cy-
clones, died of a heart attack 
last Sunday, members of the 
minor-league baseball team 
said. He was 68.

Fusselle, a veteran radio 
broadcaster affectionately 
known as “The Fuse,” joined 
the Cyclones before the 

team’s inaugural season in 
2001 and called nearly every 
game in the team’s history. 
He was preparing for his 
12th season behind the mi-
crophone when he passed. 

Longtime colleagues said 
Fusselle’s charm, baseball 
knowledge, and signature 
“Live from the Catbird’s 
seat” call — a tip of the hat to 

legendary Brooklyn Dodgers 
announcer Red Barber — be-
fore every game quickly en-
deared him to fans coming 
to Coney Island’s MCU Park.

“He could do anything 
as a broadcaster,” said Ed 
Shakespeare, a close friend 
and  Cyclones columnist  who 
sat next to Fusselle during 
hundreds of home games. 

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Church Avenue greenery lov-

ers claim an expanding neighbor-
hood business had the city yank 
two locust trees out of a public 
sidewalk in a clear-cut case of ar-
borcide — then covered up any ev-
idence of its deed with cement.

Residents charge that once the 
city cut the trees down, Bobby’s 
Department Store — which is in 
the process of opening up an ex-
tension right where the trees once 
stood — ripped out the stumps 
and cemented over the empty tree 
pits before new saplings could be 
planted. 

“It’s sad how some people are 
working to bring this area up and 
right next door we are losing the 
signs of civilization we are try-
ing to keep,” said resident Nathan 
Thompson. “The coincidence is 
astounding how it worked out for 
their construction.”

But department store workers 
denied the accusations, claiming 
they had nothing to do with the 
city’s decision to remove the trees 
— they just fi lled in the tree pits to 
help the city out. 

“It was a tripping hazard, to 
keep the stumps there,” said Mo-

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The gyro seller that has 

become the symbol of Bay 
Ridge’s brewing food-vendor 
battle is operating illegally, 
this paper has learned — and 
now brick-and-mortar busi-
nesses are demanding the 
controversial food cart be 
booted from Bay Ridge for 
good.

Sammy Kassen, who man-
ages the so-named Middle 
Eastern Halal Cart — which 
was displaced in March after 
someone bolted two benches 
onto his usual spot near 86th 
Street under the cover of 
darkness — is renting both 
the cart and the permit from 
its rightful owner, an ar-

Continued on Page 6

Continued on Page 16

Borough gets 
hooked on 
fresh fi sh

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Farm to table? Try ocean to 

table.
A husband-and-wife team has 

hatched the borough’s first ever 
“community-supported fishery” 
— forming a direct link between 
East Coast seafarers and fish-
eating foodies in Brownstone 
Brooklyn.

 Mermaid’s Garden Sus-
tainable Seafood  offers members 
fresh-from-the-sea deliveries 
from Montauk and Cape Cod in 
an attempt to “reconnect coastal 
communities to their food sys-
tem.”

“There’s so much great food 
here but not much great fish,” 
said co-founder Bianca Piccillo. 
“So we spent a lot of time culti-
vating relationships with fisher-
men.”

In a setup that closely re-
sembles the borough’s commu-

Continued on Page 12
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THE LATE LEGEND: Warner 
Fusselle died last Sunday. He 
was 68.

BIG CATCH: Mark Usewicz of Mermaid’s Garden is linking fi shermen and foodies in Brownstone Brooklyn with his “com-
munity-supported fi shery.” Photo by Stefano Giovannini

City: Cart is illegal The Cyclones lose their voice
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Bass-heavy beats from 

Prospect Park’s popular 
Celebrate Brooklyn concert 
series are shaking homes 
and rattling windows in 
Windsor Terrace, say an-
gry neighbors who claim 
the free tunes aren’t music 
to their ears.

Residents at 1 Prospect 
Park Southwest — which 
is roughly fi ve blocks from 
the outdoor concert site — 
claim performers are using 
more speakers than in past 
years and creating an irk-
some din until almost mid-
night.

“We’re getting blasted 
with sound; it’s insane,” 
said neighbor Tom Pren-
dergast. 

Prendergast claims resi-
dents inside his building 
at Bartel-Pritchard Square 
measured noise coming 
from last week’s Jimmy 
Cliff concert at 97 decibels, 
which is about as loud as 
a motorcycle or a lawn 
mower.

Neighbors say they wish 

performers and concert or-
ganizers would lower the 
volume to “a reasonable 
level” of about  65 decibels, 
which is comparable to the 
sound of two people talk-
ing.

“It just doesn’t need to 
be that loud,” said neighbor 
Michael Longo, who lives 
six blocks away and claims 
he can listen to the shows 
without leaving his home. 
“You can hear it half a mile 
away.”

The Parks Department’s 
 popular concert series  — 
which this summer features 
performances by bands 
such as Hot Chip, Wilco, and 
Mission of Burma — has for 
years attracted thousands 
of picnic basket-hauling 
concert-goers to the park’s 
bandshell and the grassy 
areas around it.

But neighbors say the 
performances this year fea-
ture roughly 30 large speak-
ers — four more than last 
year — and claim that the 
music lasts much longer 
into the night.

Paul Nelson, a spokes-
man for the Prospect Park 
Alliance, said the agency 
is working to resolve the is-
sue.

“I was told there were 
some steps we are taking to 
address their complaints,” 
Nelson said. 

The spokesman did not 
provide details by press 
time on Thursday.

Prendergast say the so-
lution to the noise problem 
is as simple as it gets: just 
turn the volume down a 
notch.

“It’s overwhelming,” he 
said.

Prospect Park neighbors 
bash bandshell concerts

SOUND… 
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THE LOUDER THEY COME: 
Windsor Terrace residents 
say Celebrate Brooklyn 
concerts, such as this Jim-
my Cliff show, are simply 
too loud.
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BY AARON SHORT
The developer who made 

DUMBO desirable has 
reached a tentative agree-
ment to buy Williamsburg’s 
Domino Sugar factory from 
its cash-strapped owners 
for $160 million.

Real estate powerhouse 
Two Trees Management is 
hammering out a deal with 
Domino co-owner Commu-
nity Preservation Corpora-
tion Resources to purchase 
the troubled waterfront site 
— potentially jump-start-
ing a stalled project slated 
to bring 2,200 apartments 
to an industrial icon on the 
neighborhood’s Southside.

Community Preserva-
tion Corporation Resources 
considered half a dozen of-
fers for the 11-acre property 
before settling on a bid that 
could allow it to wipe away 
nearly $125 million of debt, 
 the Daily News fi rst re-
ported .

“Two Trees understands 
waterfront development, is 
well-capitalized and is the 
best chance for Domino 
to get developed into the 
mixed-income, mixed-use 
community it was intended 
to be,” said Community 
Preservation Corporation 
Resources CEO Rafael Ces-
tero, whose company pur-
chased the shuttered sugar 
factory for $54 million in 
2006.

“With the sale of Dom-
ino, we will be able to re-
turn to our core mission 
as a lender providing badly 
needed capital to support 
affordable housing develop-
ment and strengthen neigh-
borhoods throughout the 
city and state,” he said.

Sources close to both 
parties said Community 
Preservation Corporation 
Resources is still consider-
ing other bidders and the 
deal is not fi nal, but Cestero 
hopes to fi nish negotiations 
in the coming weeks.

A spokesman for Two 
Trees declined to comment.

The Domino owner has 
been shopping the project 
for months after  defaulting 
on its $125 million loan in 
January .

The project’s manager, 
Susan Pollock, previously 
told this newspaper that 
her company would seek 

to  bring in a “reputable de-
veloper”  who would stick 
with the original plans 
hammered out in  a 2010 re-
zoning , including high-rise 
towers capped at 34 stories, 
shuttle bus service to the 
J train, and more than 600 
apartments with rents be-
low the market rate.

Two Trees is best known 
for changing DUMBO from 
an industrial backwater 
into  one of the city’s most 
expensive neighborhoods  
— but the development com-
pany is no stranger to Wil-
liamsburg.

The builders fi rst made 
inroads in the neighbor-
hood six years ago when 
founder David Walentas 
bought a Wythe Avenue 
fabric factory for $9.5 mil-
lion and set about turning it 
into a boutique hotel,  which 
opened last month .

Real estate observers 
say the Southside may un-
dergo big changes if Two 
Trees purchases the mas-
sive Domino Sugar site.

“This is a fi rm that is 
known for taking a long-

term vision of the neighbor-
hood and replacing artists 
and industry with condos,” 
said researcher and docu-
mentary fi lmmaker Brian 
Paul, who has dubbed 
Walentas a practitioner of 
“Jane Jacobs gentrifi ca-
tion.”

Preservationist and 
Community Board 1 mem-
ber Ward Dennis, who  voted 
against the plan two years 
ago , said that Two Trees’s 
involvement at the Domino 
site bodes well for the fate of 
the project.

“Community Preserva-
tion never had a viable plan 
for the landmark refi nery 
building, and clearly saw 
its preservation as an im-
pediment rather than an 
opportunity,” said Dennis. 
“Two Trees’s track record 
with historic buildings — 
including the stunning ren-
ovation of the Wythe Hotel 
— hopefully means that the 
refi nery will no longer be 
an afterthought.”

The sale isn’t a done deal 
— and several hurdles still 
stand in the way of develop-
ment at the site.

Domino co-owner Isaac 
Katan has fi led an appeal 
after a judge dismissed 
his fi rst case attempting to 
bar Community Preserva-
tion Corporation Resources 
from negotiating it debt with 
lender Pacifi c Coast Capital.

Katan has also vowed to 
block the transaction with 
Two Trees.

His attorney Y. David 
Scharf claims other would-
be buyers believe the Dom-
ino project is worth be-
tween $175 million and $200 
million — far more than the 
Two Trees arrangement.

“[Community Preser-
vation Corporation Re-
sources] has mismanaged 
the asset and has wasted 
millions of dollars and we 
cannot fathom why [the de-
veloper] refuses to extract 
value from this project,” 
said Scharf. “Worse, this 
new deal contains signifi -
cant contingencies that 
could prevent it from ever 
being closed, leaving the 
project in limbo.”

Civic leaders say who-
ever winds up in control of 
the property must uphold 
the promises made to the 
community during the con-
tentious rezoning, which 
permits residential develop-
ment on the industrial site.

“I fully expect that ev-
ery single one of those com-
mitments will be honored, 
whether it is [Community 
Preservation Corporation 
Resources] or anyone else 
— and I will do everything 
I can to ensure they will be 
honored,” said Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Williams-
burg).

DUMBO developer may buy sugar plant for $160 million

SWEET DEAL: Two Trees Management founder David Walentas 
(left) is in negotiations to buy the Domino Sugar factory — a closed 
plant that is slated to become 2,200 apartments (above).

Domino fl ips to Two Trees

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
It’s mo’ money, mo’ 

problems for the orga-
nizers of the Brooklyn 
Hip-Hop Festival.

The directors of the 
star-studded water-
front concert claim that 
pricey artist fees and a 
bigger venue at Brook-
lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 3 
have caused production 
costs to balloon — and 
they’re asking fans for 
cash to help keep tickets 
affordable.

“We’re turning to the 
people,” said the event’s 
executive director Wes 
Jackson, who is ask-
ing for $15,000 in dona-
tions from rap fans on 
the  fund-raising website 
Kickstarter .

“Everybody ought to 
be able to participate,” 
said Jackson, who hopes 
donations will allow 
him to sell tickets for 
between $20 and $30 — 
a price he thinks will 
keep the festival open 
to music-lovers of all so-
cioeconomic brackets. 
“Otherwise, how’s hip-
hop gonna grow?”

The eighth annual 
show — which is slated 
to feature a performance 
by legendary emcee 
Busta Rhymes — will 
cost $350,000 to produce, 
roughly $100,000 more 
than last year, Jackson 
says.

That’s due in part 
to an uptick in capacity 
when the show moves 
from  a smaller venue 

beneath the Brooklyn 
Bridge  to Pier 3, which 
can accommodate 7,000 
additional fans, bring-
ing total possible atten-
dance up to 22,000.

Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Corporation spokes-
woman Teresa Gonzalez 
said her group — which 
uses programming to 
pay for park operations 
and maintenance — 
rented the smaller space 
to festival organizers for 
$10,000 last year, and the 
larger venue for $15,000 
this year.

The bigger perfor-
mance area is necessary 
after the concert surged 
in popularity last year 
due to performances by 
Kanye West and Q-Tip, 
Jackson said.

But a larger venue and 
bigger crowds mean or-
ganizers must pay more 
to prepare the space — 
leading them to shell out 
$4,500 for Porta-Potties, 
$5,000 for VIP tents, and 
$4,100 for electricity gen-
erators, among other ex-
penditures noted on doc-
uments provided to this 
newspaper.

Jackson declined to 
say how much he will 
pay performers this year, 
but said he will soon an-
nounce more big-name 
artists who will take 
the stage at the festival, 
which runs from July 9 
to July 14.

As of Tuesday, 43 fans 
had donated roughly 
$3,600 to the concert.

HELP HIP HOP: Brooklyn Hip-Hop Festival director Wes 
Jackson is asking for donations to fund this year’s concert, 
saying production costs have ballooned.  
 Photo by Melanie Fidler

Money, cash, shows:
Rap fest seeks funds
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BY DANIEL BUSH
The king of Coney Island 

carnies says a pharmacy 
giant stole a piece of his be-
loved Mermaid Parade — 
and he plans to go to court to 
fi ght what he sees as an ob-
scene attack against Brook-
lyn’s bawdiest march.

Dick Zigun, the unoffi -
cial mayor of Coney Island 
and founder of the 30-year-
old Mermaid Parade, is pre-
paring a lawsuit against 
Duane Reade for using the 
celebration’s trademarked 
logo in an online sunscreen 
ad without his permission.

“Duane Reade stole from 
us,” said Zigun, who runs 
Coney Island’s Sideshow by 
the Seashore. “They broke 
the law. It’s unacceptable.”

The People’s Playground 
impresario said he met with 
an attorney last Wednesday 
to prep for the upcoming 
court battle.

Zigun claims artist 
Cynthia Freedman pains-
takingly designed the logo 
for the fi rst parade — an 
ocean-themed, Mardi Gras-
style celebration where 
scantily-clad mermaids 
and mermen march down 
Surf Avenue and pasties 
are part of the standard 
costume — back in 1983. 
This year’s parade will be 
held on June 23.

“It costs us $100,000 to 
put on the parade,” said Zi-
gun, who admitted that cor-
porate sponsorships help 
keep the parade afl oat. “We 
don’t even break even.”

Zigun said he was out-
raged when he learned that 
Duane Reade sent out an e-
mail blast with a colorful ad 
urging subscribers to visit 
his parade and hawked the 
sunscreen brands it sells at 
its stores.

The ad featured the pa-
rade’s retro logo.

Outraged, Zigun ran to 
the nearest soapbox — his 
Twitter page — to voice his 
displeasure.

“As Mayor of Coney Is-
land I hereby call on all Mer-
maid Parade fans to boycott 

Duane Reade stores!” he 
wrote, adding that he was 
going to do everything in 
his power to ban Duane 
Reade’s products from be-
ing sold in the People’s Play-
ground.

The nearest Duane Reade 
to the amusement district is 
in Brighton Beach. There 
is a Walgreens — which 
gobbled up Duane Reade for 
a staggering $1.1 billion in 
2010 — on Neptune Avenue, 
about two blocks from the 
Boardwalk.

Duane Reade spokes-
man Carl Peters did not re-
turn calls seeking comment 
but  told the Daily News , 
a Manhattan newspaper, 
that his company often pro-
duces online ads to promote 
local events. The pharmacy 
chain never intended to rub 
Zigun the wrong way, Pe-
ters said.

“We apologize if he’s up-
set, but we usually do this 
as a positive thing,” Peters 

said. “It’s giving his event 
positive exposure.”

But Zigun thumbed his 
nose at the apology, saying 
it failed to acknowledge the 
alleged trademark infringe-
ment.

“We don’t need their 
help,” Zigun said. “We’re 
defi nitely pursuing legal ac-
tion.”

Coney Island historian 
Charlie Denson said na-
tional businesses are con-
tinually looking for ways 
to profi t from the legendary 
amusement district now 
that the city  is transform-
ing the once-gritty fun zone 
into an upscale tourist des-
tination .

“If Coney Island busi-
nesses want to use Coney 
images, that’s one thing,” 
said Denson, who runs the 
Coney Island History Proj-
ect. “But for a large chain 
to take artwork from a non-
profi t, that’s pretty despi-
cable.”

Carnies claim drug store stole event logo

LOGO LUNACY: Mermaid Pa-
rade founder Dick Zigun is 
furious that pharamacy giant 
Duane Reade ripped off his 
parade’s logo (left) for a sun-
screen ad. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Coney freaks 
fi ght pharmacy
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BY AARON SHORT
Neighbors of a Wil-

liamsburg gym say brawny 
weightlifters shake their 
building by dropping mas-
sive barbells on the ground 
during their workouts.

Residents of a four-story 
Roebling Street condo 
say that their apartments 
shudder after gym rats at 
the Brooklyn Barbell Club 
“snatch” or “clean and jerk” 
weights of as much as 215 
pounds — then hurl the bar-
bells to the fl oor.

“It’s not so much the 
sound as the vibration,” 
said Ed Roth, who lives 
in a brick condo building 
that shares a wall with the 
crossfi t gym.

“One guy comes in and 
starts dead lifting at 7 am 
— the building starts shak-
ing, the dog starts barking, 
the neighbor’s baby starts 
crying, and if we have the 
energy for the hundredth 

time, we’ll call 311,” he 
said.

But crossfi t club co-owner 
Sam Orme says she has al-
ready done everything she 
can to mitigate sound when 
her patrons pump iron.

Orme said her N. Eighth 
Street gym has already 
added rubber fl oors and 
special bulletproof padding 
to the weight lifting area 
— and she doesn’t think 
there’s much else she can 
do.

“We have 300 people pay-
ing to come here and do this 
activity — it doesn’t seem 
like an unreasonable ac-
tivity to do in a space like 
this,” she said.

Customers often take 
classes at the gym twice or 
three times per week, pay-
ing between $150 and $250 
per month to do intense 
workouts including timed 
cardio exercises and Olym-
pic-style lifting.

Barbell backers say lift-
ing is an important part of 
their workout — and drop-
ping the weights is just the 
way the exercise is done.

“It’s competitive and 
you’re working against 

your own best and others’ 
best at the gym,” said Wil-
liamsburg resident Mike 
Christman.

“At another gym, no one 
is watching you and if you 
don’t want to put forward 
an effort, you can get away 
with it,” he said.

Residents say they have 
routinely complained to the 
city and fear the dropped 
weights could cause cracks 
in their ceilings and walls.

Building inspectors have 
visited the gym four times 
in the past two months and 
found no damage.

But neighbors aren’t sat-
isfi ed.

“When I put my kids to 
bed, the building is shak-
ing,” said Tobias Englund, 
whose unit shares a back 
wall with the club.

“I go to a gym, I do the 
same thing they do. But I 
don’t want my bedroom to 
shake,” he said.

DROP IT LIKE IT’S HOT: Regulars at the Brooklyn Barbell Club lift 
weights, then drop them onto the fl oor — sending vibrations through 
an adjoining building, neighbors say. Photos by Stefano Giovannini

SHAKE, RATTLE, AND ROLL: 
Tobias Englund, and his son 
Timothee, say their Williams-
burg apartment shakes when 
gym-goers drop weights.

GRUELLING WORKOUTGRUELLING WORKOUT
Nabes: Weightlifters’ barbells shake building

Assemblyman Peter Abbate
Announces His Candidacy For Re-Election

Before a crowd of friends, relatives and 
neighborhood supporters, Assemblyman Peter 
Abbate announced that he will seek re-election 
to the State Legislature. Abbate made the an-
nouncement to retain his seat in the New York 
State Assembly.

Abbate listed his accomplishments and de-
tailed his continued commitment to the people 
of the 49th Assembly District, which includes 
the neighborhoods of Bensonhurst, Dyker 
Heights, Fort Hamilton and Sunset Park.

“Since taking office, I’ve been fighting in Al-
bany for the people of this community, push-
ing for tougher penalties for criminals, voting 
to lower taxes, working to improve education 
and protecting the rights of senior citizens and 
homeowners,” said Abbate.

Abbate concluded by guaranteeing to use his 
stature in the Assembly to deliver again for his 
district. 

“I’ll continue to be your voice in Albany, 
tackling the tough issues facing us today and 
in the future, and I’ll continue to work with 
all the people at home taking care of the little 
things like street repaving and getting traffic 
lights installed. Together we can keep our com-
munity as one of the best in New York City.”

Abbate pledged that 
he will continue to work hard 

fighting for the children, 
elderly and working families 

of our community.Abbate for Assembly

Assemblyman Peter Abbate
Announces His Candidacy For Re-Election



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

JU
NE

 17
, 2

01
2

6

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014Serving the community since 1934

www.brfcu.org

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809 Sheepshead Bay Branch

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

LOANS AVAILABLE

Replace Your Car

Expand a Business

Buy Merchandise

Educate a Child

Improve a Store

Furnish a Home

Build a Future

Help a Relative

$1,000
$5,000

$10,000
$15,000
$20,000
$25,000

Serving the community since 1934

www.brfcu.org

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809 Sheepshead Bay Branch

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
The artsy landlords be-

hind a fabled Park Slope 
bar-turned-abandoned eye-
sore say they’ll fi nally rent 
and renovate the space af-
ter letting it sit vacant for 
more than a decade.

Esther and Rachel Nash 
— the sisters who own the 
long-shuttered Landmark 
Pub at Second Street and 
Seventh Avenue — posted a 
“for rent” sign on the build-
ing last week, saying they 
plan to lease the space to an 
artsy non-profi t or possibly 
revive the quirky but cool 
watering hole.

“We would like to create 
an art and cultural center 
representing talented emerg-
ing artists of the world,” said 
Esther Nash. “We would also 
love to open the Landmark 
Pub again and offer free 
nightly entertainment.”

The sisters say money 
from the ground-fl oor 
rental could help sustain a 

commission-free art gallery 
in the back of the building.

Many longtime Park 
Slopers have fond memo-
ries of the pub, which they 
describe as a perpetually 
dusty dive that was clut-
tered with kids’ toys and old 
musical instruments until 
it closed in the late 1990s.

“It was as if the Addams 
family or Queequeg from 
‘Moby Dick’ opened a bar,” 
 a regular told the press 
back the n.

After it closed, neigh-
bors complained the corner 
building became a boarded-
up, graffi ti-covered dump 
amid a stretch of prime real 
estate — and claimed the 
sisters were absentee own-
ers.

When Rachel Nash ap-
peared at a Community 
Board 6 meeting in Janu-
ary  and urged Park Slopers 
to help her save the build-
ing , claiming she had been 
a victim of predatory lend-

ing, residents remained 
skeptical.

“It’s totally insane that 
she would come here for 
help,” neighbor Nica Lalli  
said at the time.

But in the week-or-so 
since the “for rent” sign 
emerged, the sisters say 
things are already looking 
promising.

They claim they re-
ceived several inquiries 

about the site —including 
one from an ice cream shop 
owner who ended up need-
ing a larger space.

One way or another, 
there are going to be big 
changes at the former home 
of the Landmark Pub, the 
sisters say.

“Our goal is to create a 
space that the community 
will enjoy and support,” 
Nash said.

THINGS A-BREWING: Esther Nash — who owns the building that 
once housed Landmark Pub on Second Street — has put the legend-
ary watering hole up for rent.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Eyesore may be 
‘Landmark’ again

hammed Islam, the man-
ager of the store.

A hard hat working on 
Bobby’s new storefront 
agreed.

“The Parks Department 
came and said the trees 
were dying because trucks 
kept backing into them,” 
said ARCO construction 
employee David Johnson. 
“They said they would pull 
out the stumps, too, but the 
city takes two years to do 
everything and we didn’t 
want to wait two years.”

The city confi rmed 
that it removed the trees 
on May 23 after receiving 
a 311 call about the trees’ 
overall decline. Bobby’s 
Department Store was 
not a factor in the deci-
sion, a city spokesman 
said, adding that the 
Parks Department will 
investigate why the mer-
chant cemented the tree 
pits over. The Parks De-
partment had planned to 
replant the trees within 
the next two years, the 
spokesman explained.
The city can fi ne busi-
nesses and individuals up 

to $4,000 for illegal tree re-
movals

But this isn’t the fi rst 
time Bobby’s has tried to 
take out a neighborhood 
oxygen producer, resi-
dents claim.

During a previous ex-
pansion, workers tried to 
remove another sidewalk 
tree to accommodate the 
construction of a new 
loading zone, but a neigh-
borhood outcry put the ki-
bosh on their plans. 

“Neighbors would be 
less suspicious over what 
happened here if we had 
not gone through this 
before with Bobby’s,” 
Thompson said.

—with Ben Lockhart

Continued from page

Arborcide

TREE-SON: Plant pits on 
Church Avenue were cement-
ed over. Photo by Ben Lockhart
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
An unbelievably positive 

and fi ercely devoted Park Slope 
yoga student has overcome a se-
rious physical disability to fi n-
ish a jaw-dropping marathon of 
hot yoga — and he’s just getting 
warmed up.

Solitaire Macfoy, who suf-
fers from an arthritic condition 
prompted by a motorcycle acci-
dent decades ago, achieved his 
goal of practicing 1,000 consecu-
tive days of Bikram yoga, an in-
tensely physical, sauna-hot ex-
ercise that’s hard to do for even 
1,000 seconds. 

“He’s incredible: he comes in 
with a certain level of pain — but 

it’s mind over matter with him,” 
said Havi Asch, his teacher at 
 Bikram Yoga Park Slope .

His tireless dedication and 
upbeat energy in class has in-
spired longtime meditation mas-
ters and sweaty newbies alike, 
Asch said. (Full disclosure: 
this wimpy reporter belongs to 
the studio and has completed 
only three consecutive days of 
90-minute workouts in a room 
where the temperature is over 
100 degrees.)

Macfoy — who walks with 
a cane and perpetually sports 
a huge smile — said mental 
strength helps him overcome all 
of the pain and soreness and re-

turn to the practice, which has 
yielded stunning results on his 
body and mind.

“I’ve seen unspeakable levels 
of expansion in my psychology, 
my physical being, and spiritual 
side,” he said.

Since the 57-year-old started 
his Bikram streak, he has 
stopped taking medicine or prac-
ticing physical therapy for his 
fused knee, which has ailed him 
since the motorcycle crash.

Now, he said, plenty of hot 
yoga is all he needs.

“It makes me feel good — and 
value life every day,” said Mac-
foy, who for now plans to keep the 
streak alive.

Lover of ‘hot yoga’ achieves 1,000-day Bikram streak

BY COLIN MIXSON
Tennis buffs are lobbing 

vitriol-fueled volleys at the city 
for failing to fi x Marine Park’s 
ailing tennis courts, claiming 
that the play space is in varying 
states of disrepair and needs to 
be overhauled. 

Dozens of tennis enthusi-
asts say they have fi red off let-
ters to Councilman Lew Fidler 
(D–Marine Park), the Parks De-
partment, and Borough Hall, de-
manding new courts for Marine 
Park — but their pleas have gone 
unanswered. 

“They need to be fi xed,” said 
Hazel Remdin, a Marine Park 
resident who plays tennis at 
the corner of Fillmore Avenue 
and E. 32nd Street. “I’m always 
worried I’m going to run over a 
crack and twist my ankle.”

Felix Vandalous, a tennis 
player from Sheepshead Bay, 
agreed.

“There are cracks two-inches 
wide,” he said. “We complained a 
lot to the Parks Department and 
to Borough Hall, but they never 
get back to us.”

Yet Fidler claims that at least 
half of the people who use the 
courts live miles away from Ma-
rine Park — so he shouldn’t be 
responsible for paying the $3.75 
million for fi xing the 15 tennis 
courts.

“Most of the complaints I’ve 

got are not from my constitu-
ents,” said the legislator, pro-
fessing ignorance about the state 
of the dilapidated facilities. “I 
don’t play tennis, so if it weren’t 
for the constituents telling me, I 
wouldn’t know.”

Fidler also said the math 
dashed any hopes for a unilat-
eral makeover.

“I can’t get $3.75 million in 
one year,” he said. “Maybe I 
could, but that wouldn’t leave 
any money for the other parks in 
my district.”

Fidler is petitioning the 
mayor to fund tennis court re-
furbishments in this year’s fi scal 
budget, which will be fi nalized 
on June 30. If the Mayor agrees, 
Marine Park would receive the 
most money for court renova-
tions in Brooklyn, followed by 
Prospect Park’s 11 courts and 
Dyker Beach Park’s nine courts. 
Manhattan Beach, which has six 
courts, would pick up the rear.

Yet some players who use Ma-
rine Park said it shouldn’t make 
a difference where the players 
hail from.

“Why would other people in 
Brooklyn not come to Marine 
Park?” questioned Prospect Park 
resident Phil Minal, who says 
he plays tennis in Marine Park 
three times a week. “Brooklyn is 
Brooklyn. It just makes sense.”

— with Ben Lockhart

CRACKS IN THE CLAY: Hazel Remdin points out a portion of one of the tennis 
courts in Marine Park where the paint is chipped and faded. Many athletes, 
from Marine Park and other neighborhoods, say that the 15 courts need re-
furbishing. Community Newspaper Group / Colin Mixson

SEA NYMPHS: Celeste and Nicole are gearing up for next week’s Mermaid Parade in Coney Island.

No love for Marine 
Park’s tennis courts

MASSIVE BENDER

BY DERRICK LYTLE
Cops are trying to track down 

two men who they believe at-
tacked and  robbed a 28-year-old 
woman at the Lorimer Street L 
subway station  on May 6.

The perps approached the vic-
tim while she was buying a Met-
roCard, put her in a headlock, and 
demanded her money and phone, 
according to police.

Cops say the thieves fl ed with 
$10 and the victim’s iPhone.

Investigators say one suspect 
was last spotted wearing a white 
tank top, black pants, a red base-
ball hat, black glasses, and white 
gloves.

The other was last spotted in 
a white T-shirt, black jeans, black 
and white shoes, and a New Orleans 
Hornets cap, according to offi cers.

Police: We think they are muggers
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B U S I N E S S  B R O O K L Y N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

By Camille Sperrazza
You don’t have to live with pain.

Doctors at HealthQuest, a multi-specialty 
facility dedicated to pain management, can 
improve your quality of life  by providing ex-
pert treatment, utilizing the latest technology 
available.

Dr. Russell Greenseid and Dr. Nick Chiap-
petta are chiropractors at the Sheepshead Bay 
facility, and one of the innovative treatments 
they offer is the use of the spinal decompres-
sion machine. 

“It’s FDA-approved, and is safe and effec-
tive,” says Dr. Greenseid. Via mechanical 
traction, pressure is alleviated  from the pain-
sensitive structures. 

Patients who have suffered with debilitat-
ing lower back pain have found relief from 
its use, says the doctor. It’s used primarily to 

treat disc injuries to the lower back, provid-
ing an alternative to those who do not wish to 
have surgery. 

“This is just one of the many tools we of-
fer,” says Dr. Chiappetta. Manual manipula-
tion is another option, as are  joint injections. 
The latter, too, uses technology so doctors can 
work more efficiently. In this instance, an ul-
trasound machine provides the doctor with a 
picture of the area that needs treatment, and 
this allows him to guide needles precisely to 
these affected areas. 

The Nostrand Avenue facility offers many 
forms of treatment, including chiropractic 
care, neurology, orthopedic, pain management 
and physical therapy. The facility’s medical 
director is Dr. Igor Stiler, a neurologist, who 
oversees the care of those who suffer with 
neurological disorders, as well as patients re-
covering from surgery or accidents.  

Orthopedic specialties include sports medi-
cine, pediatric orthopedics, and care to feet, 
ankles, hips, knees, shoulders, elbows, hands, 
and spine.

The first step is a consultation and physi-
cal examination so the doctors can evaluate 
the condition. If further diagnostic testing is 
needed, you won’t have to run all over town 
to get it. X-rays and MRIs can be taken right 
at the facility, making everything convenient 
for the patient. 

“We make it as easy as possible for you,” 
says Dr. Greenseid.

The goal is to find the cause of the pain. 

“You want to treat the cause, not the symp-
toms,” he says.

HealthQuest also offers a unique program 
to help smokers quit. 

“By tapping into certain points through the 
ear to the brain, chemicals are balanced, and 
cravings vanish,” says  Dr. Stiler. No pain or 
drugs are involved, he says, “and one treat-
ment is all that is usually needed.”

A weight loss treatment is similar, as “very 
light stimulation to precise points on the ex-

ternal ear” is used to reduce cravings. 
“It is proven to be an effective and painless 

option that enables one to lose weight,” says 
the doctor.

Weight loss can also help alleviate joint pain. 
HealthQuest has been servicing the commu-
nity since 1994. Most major medical plans, 
including No Fault and Medicare, are accept-
ed. The facility is handicapped accessible, 
and there’s parking on the premises. Check 
HeathQuest’s website for educational semi-
nars that help improve quality of life. 

HealthQuest [3500 Nostrand Ave. between 
Avenues U and Z in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
769-2521]. Open Mondays through Fridays, 
9 am – 7 pm, and Saturdays, 9 am – noon. For 
more, visit www.hqbk.com.

Dr. Nick Chiapetta is just one of Healthquest’s 
chiropractors who offer innovative treatments 

for patients, including the use of the spinal 
decompression machine.

Get rid of pain with the help of doctors at HealthQuest

Doctors at Healthquest, on Nostrand Avenue, 
has been servicing the community since 1994.

Photos by Steve Solomonson

Dr. Nick Chiapetta and staff members Debbie 
Candido, Julissa Cardenas and Kiara Alvarado 
use the latest technology available to treat pain.

Mermaid Parade turns 30
BY DANIEL BUSH

This Coney Island parade is gaining in 
years, but isn’t losing its sense of humor.

The king of the 30th annual Mermaid Pa-
rade, the nautical-themed street festival along 
Surf Avenue that draws hundreds of thou-
sands of visitors to the People’s Playground, 
is former Former Howard Stern Show head 
writer Jackie “The Joke Man” Martling.

Martling and his Queen Mermaid — an 
as-yet unidentifi ed TV movie star — will 
lead the racy, Mardi Gras-style costume 
procession that kicks off the start of sum-
mer, said parade founder and unoffi cial Co-
ney Island mayor Dick Zigun.

The afternoon-long Mermaid Parade 

featuring antique cars, marching bands 
and semi-naked revelers covered by body 
paint, pasties and bikinis will end in a 
wacky beach ceremony meant to usher in 
the summer season one month after city 
beaches opened to the public.

The afternoon-long Mermaid Parade 
featuring semi-naked revelers covered by 
body paint, pasties and bikinis will end in 
a wacky beach ceremony meant to usher in 
the summer season one month after city 
beaches opened to the public.

Mermaid Parade [Starts at W. 21st 
Street and Surf Avenue in Coney Island 
(718) 372–5101, www.coneyisland.com]. 
June 23 at 2 pm. Free. 

SEA NYMPHS: Celeste and Nicole are gearing up for next week’s Mermaid Parade in Coney Island.
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
A group of Ditmas Park 

cyclists are clamoring for 
more bike routes on their 
side of Prospect Park — and 
they’re recruiting neigh-
borhood businesses to help 
them increase the borough’s 
bike lane network.

Bicycle advocates say 
there are no bike lanes 
running through Ditmas 
Park, with the exception of 
Ocean Parkway and Bed-
ford Avenue, and want the 
city to make good on its 
plans to put bicycle paths on 
Dorchester, Westminster, 
and Stratford roads.

“We’re 30 years behind 
other countries on this,” 
said Rene Netter, a cycling 
enthusiast who founded a 
Friday-night bicycling tour 
through the neighborhood, 
called Ditmas Rides. 

“The city should be 
putting in a bike grid to 
connect this area to Pros-
pect Park and the ocean,” 

Netter said.
Netter and cyclist Julie 

May spent last month get-
ting more than 15 Ditmas 
Park businesses to join the 
Bike Friendly Business 
Campaign. 

May believes that sign-
ing people up to the Bike 
Friendly Business Cam-
paign as the fi rst step to-
ward putting together a 
serious bike lane proposal 
for neighborhood commu-
nity groups and the city’s 
Department of Transporta-
tion.

“Businesses really 
makes things move,” said 
May. “They can start pe-
titioning the city for bike 
racks and eventually get 
something to the commu-
nity board.”

Merchants who enroll in 
the program, which is spon-
sored by the bicyclist-advo-
cacy group Transportation 
Alternatives, pledge to edu-
cate their delivery men on 

the city’s bicycling rules, 
which includes not riding 
on the sidewalks.

In turn, their business 
is added to a list of bike-
friendly stores and eateries 
on  www.bikingrules.org . 
Some of the businesses on 
the list offer price breaks 
and deals for customers 
who show up on bicycle.

Business owners who 
have enrolled in the pro-
gram — the majority of 
which are on Cortelyou 
Road — said that Ditmas 
Park would only benefi t 
from more neighborhood 
bike lanes. 

“Bikes are good and any-
thing that encourages peo-
ple to come to this neigh-
borhood will help us,” said 
Sam Levin, the manager of 
Cortelyou Hardware. 

The store is now on 
Transportation Alterna-
tive’s bicycle-friendly list 
and is offering a 10-per-
cent discount to any cus-

tomer who shows up on a 
bike.

 “Bike lanes also will 
make the street safer for 
bike riders,” Levin said.

The Department of 
Transportation identifi ed 
Dorchester, Westminster, 
and Stratford roads as po-
tential routes on the city’s 
latest bicycle map, but ad-
mitted that there are no 
current plans to bring ad-
ditional lanes to Ditmas 
Park.

Some community lead-
ers say Ditmas Park isn’t 
ready for more bike lanes.

“For a bike lane to work 
it has to be on the appro-
priate street and bicyclists 
have to abide by the proper 
direction laws,” said Mor-
ris Sacks, the chairman 
of Community Board 14’s 
transportation committee. 

“You gotta educate the 
bike riders. It’s the educa-
tion that’s missing,” he 
said.

Neighborhood bicyclists want bike lanes installed on Cortelyou, Dorchester roads

LANELESS LEAP: Ditmas Park resident Julie May is making the 
small moves she hopes will turn into bike lanes in the area. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Ditmas Park kicks off pedal push
V V
V V VV

VVVVTHE VERY BEST OF VISITATION ACADEMY
ARE GOING TO THE BEST.

HIGH SCHOOL HONORS / SCHOLARSHIPS
Convent of the Sacred 
Heart Academy, NYC
Isabel Gaspard                           
*Gabriella Orsi Annual Merit Scholarship
Marymount High 
School, NYC
*Isabel Gaspard Butler Scholarship                                                                                    
Gabriella Orsi Butler  Scholarship (wait list)
Dominican Academy, NYC
Subarna Barua
Isabel Gaspard
Gabriella Mass
Gabriella Orsi Friedsam Scholarship (annually)                                                                                    
*Uriel Rufen-Blanchette                                                                                   
Loyola  School, NYC
Gabriella Orsi
St. Vincent Ferrer High School, NYC
Subarna Barua
Cathedral High School
Brianna Curulli
Fontbonne Hall Academy
Marisa Albano
Subarna Barua
*Brianna Curulli
Olivia Mason

HIGH SCHOOL HONORS / SCHOLARSHIPS
Fontbonne Hall Academy (continued)
*Gabriella Mass English & Global Studies Honors                                                                                    
*Alexandra McGuire   English & Global Studies Honors                                                               
Gabriella Orsi AP Honors Program                                                                
Desiree Parke                                         
Samantha Sblendorio
St. Edmunds High School
Olivia Mason
Bishop Kearney High School
Emily Anderson
Subarna Barua                           
Isabel Gaspard Honors Program                                                                                                 
Alexandra McGuire                                                                     
Krista Moreau
St. Joseph Hill Academy, Staten Island
*Emily Anderson
*Desiree Parke
*Samantha Sblendorio
*Carolyn Smith
St. Francis Prep High School
*Nora Bauso
Archbishop Molloy High School
Nora Bauso
Mary Louis Academy
Alexandra McGuire

HIGH SCHOOL HONORS / SCHOLARSHIPS
Bay Ridge Preparatory High School
*Olivia Mason
Poly Prep Country Day School 
Gabriella Orsi
Fort Hamilton High School
*Subarna Baru
LaGuardia High School
*Krista Moreau
Leon Goldstein High School
*Marisa Albano
Emily Anderson
Olivia Mason
Notre Dame Academy, Staten Island
Marisa Albano
Staten Island Academy                           
Subarna Barua
Gabriella Orsi One Year Grant
Samantha Sblendorio

“Be Who You Are And Be That Well.”  St. Francis de Sales

VISITATION ACADEMY
718 680 9452

*Student attending High School listed
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BY DANIEL BUSH
Celebrating Old Glory’s 

birthday never gets old — 
even after 237 years.

Hundreds of residents 
joined the Kings County 
American Legion Head-
quarters Band, Brooklyn 
Marine Corps League, and 
state Sen. Marty Golden (R-
Marine Park) to celebrate 
the Star Spangled Banner 
and Army’s birthdays in 
Marine Park on June 10.

“Under the banner of the 
greatest fl ag in the world, 
the fl ag of the United States 
of America, we say thank 
you to our military,” Golden 
told the crowd of 300-plus 
patriots. “Today we are the 
best of Brooklyn, of New 
York City, and of America.”

Gulf War veteran Joseph 
Tiralongo said the free out-
door concert and party was 
a reminder that vets’ sacri-
fi ces are appreciated.

“The community ap-
preciates what we did for 
them,” said Tiralongo, a 
Gravesend resident and se-
nior vice-commandant of 
the borough’s Marine Corps 
League, which provided 
a color guard for the cer-
emony. “Everyone made us 
feel proud that we served.”

The event was held four 
days before the offi cial an-
niversary marking the date 
that the Founding Fathers 

adopted the fl ag on June 14, 
1777. The history-making 
moment, now known as 
Flag Day, coincides with the 
adoption of the Continental 
Army in 1775. 

It wasn’t the fi rst time 
that Golden’s stood up for 
the Stars and Stripes.

When thieves swiped 
 American fl ags  from the front 
of three Bay Ridge homes, 
Golden spent $45 of his own 
money to replace them.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, OLD GLORY: (Above) Stars and stripes-draped 
veteran George Boston led a concert for the  fl ag on June 10 where 
little Gianna, Sophia, and Alyssa Kitz (far right) had a ball. 
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Star Spangled Banner celebration
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nity-supported agricul-
ture groups, participants 
can buy “shares” of fish 
and shellfish available for 
pickup at three locations: 
Palo Santo restaurant in 
Park Slope, the Red Hook 
c o m mu n i t y- s u p p o r t e d 
agriculture group, and 
Green Hill Food Co-op in 
Clinton Hill. 

Piccillo said her back-
ground in marine biology 
and her husband’s train-
ing as a chef affords them 
the skills to create an en-
vironmentally friendly 
and reasonably priced ser-
vice. 

Fans of fresh seafood 
can now sign-up for deliv-
eries — which can include 
bass, tuna, and skate, or 
whatever the participat-

ing fisherman haul in — 
starting at $99 for six, 1.25-
pound pickups.

Piccillo says the goods 
are cheaper and fresher 
than similar offerings at 
the grocery store.

“Fishermen let us know 
what they catch that morn-
ing,” Piccillo said. “And it 
gets to Brooklyn within a 
day.”

Sign up at info@mer-
maidsgardennyc.com.

BROOKLYN BRIDGE PARK FIELDHOUSE
The NYC Fieldhouse, a not-for-profit organization, has offered 

to underwrite the design and construction of a year round, 
multi-purpose recreational and cycling facility on Furman Street 

near Pier 5 in Brooklyn Bridge Park.
To learn more and share ideas on programming and design 

with representatives from NYC Fieldhouse and Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
attend one of the three upcoming forums. A fourth event will be 

scheduled in DUMBO at a later date. Public input will help shape 
the overall use of the facility and is important to the process.

JUNE 18: COBBLE HILL/CARROLL GARDENS
Long Island College Hospital

JUNE 20: RED HOOK
South Brooklyn Community High School

JUNE 25: BROOKLYN HEIGHTS/DOWNTOWN
St. Francis College, Callahan Center

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED

to NYCFieldhouse@gmail.com with the session you would like to attend.

No Dues Till After Labor Day!*
718-783-4343

808 Union Street, Brooklyn
www.slopefit.com

*Applies to an annual membership

We put the “Slope” into Fitness!

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Call him Lotto da Vinci.
Avenue U bodega owner 

Peter Wong has never 
bought a New York Lottery 
scratch-off ticket in his life 
— but he knows how to mold 
the cardboard cards into in-
tricate birds, dragons, Fer-
ris, and F-16 fi ghter planes. 

“He’s so talented,” said 
Maria De Palma, who gets 
her daily dose of Lotto ac-
tion at Wong’s S&R Food 
Depot near E. 23rd Street ev-
ery day — and has received 
the storekeeper’s scratch-
off statues as gifts. 

“I haven’t won the Lotto 
yet — but these are worth a 
lot more than money to me!” 
she said.

Wong, who opened his 
store 10 years ago after 
working as an auto me-
chanic, says he refuses to 
sell his pieces and would 

rather give them to his fa-
vorite customers.

“When you start doing 
it for money it becomes less 
creative,” said Wong, who 
only makes his sculptures 
out of winning tickets so 
the piece will be infused 

with good luck. 
The Burma na-

tive says he’s re-
ceived no artistic 
training — and 
started making 
the sculptures 
when business 
slowed during the 
recession. 

“I started to get 
bored at work,” 
he said. “I didn’t 
want to fall asleep 
and I knew I had 
to do something. I 
had all these tick-
ets lying around, 
so I decided to 

make use of them.”
Wong does take requests. 

The most popular among 
neighborhood youths are 
mini M-16 rifl es, but he also 
gets plenty of people ask-
ing him for replicas of the 
Statue of Liberty and the 

Cyclone roller coaster.  He’s 
about to start work on a rep-
lica of the Wonder Wheel, 
he says.

Albany  made $3 billion  
from the sale of lottery 
scratch-off, Lotto, Mega 
Million, and Powerball tick-
ets between 2010 and 2011. 

A spokeswoman from the 
New York Lottery said she 
had never heard of a store-
keeper making anything 
out of lottery tickets other 
than a profi t. People can 
do whatever they wanted 
with both the losing and 
cashed-in scratch-off tick-

ets, the spokeswoman said.
Unlike his Lottery cus-

tomers, Wong says he isn’t 
looking for a big fi nancial 
windfall — yet he admits 
he’s after a different type of 
fortune.

“I just want one piece in 
a museum,” he said.

THAT’S A LOTTO TICKETS!: Ben Lockhart (inset) hopes that he wins something on these New York 
Lottery scratch-off tickets so Avenue U merchant Peter Wong can turn them into pieces of art like the 
eagle above. 

Merchant knows 
when to fold ’em

MAKING FRIENDS THROUGH LOTTO: Ma-
ria De Palma holds up a scratch-off rooster 
that merchant Peter Wong made for her. 
 Photos by Derrick Lytle

Continued from page

Fresh fi sh

Courier-Life 

CLASSIFIEDS

Call (718) 260-2555
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

DELIVERY AVAILABLE FROM 11AM
CALL US AT 718�499�2800

 P A R K  S L O P E   N E W  Y O R K

VOTED BEST NEW SANDWICH SHOP 
2012 BY METROMIX NY

INTEGRATED

Special needs 
& typically developing

SESSIONS WILL FOCUS ON: 
Self-Care, Language, Handwriting, Motor 
Coordination, Fine Motor, Vocabulary, 
& Social Skills

Run by licensed pediatric clinicians

MONDAYS: 2 & 3 year olds
WEDNESDAYS: 4 & 5 year olds
THURSDAYS: 6 to 8 year olds
TIMES: 11AM-1PM or 3:30PM-5:30PM
ROLLING ADMISSION WILL OCCUR UNTIL 
PROGRAM REACHES CAPACITY.

WEDNESDAYS: 4 & 5 year olds
THTHURURSDSDAYAYS:S: 6 6 t too 88 year olds
TITITIMEMEMEES:S:S:S: 11 1 11A1AA1A1AMM-M-MM-M 1P1P1P1PMMMMMM M oorororroorro 333 3:3:3:3:330P0P0P0PM-M-MMM-M-5:5:5:5:::3030303033 PPMPMPMPMPMMMMMMMM
ROLROLROLROLLININLINNLINLING AG AAAAG A AGG DDMMMMMIDDMMMDMMIMMMIM SSSSSSSISSSSSISISSSSSSSSSSSSIONNOOOON WILLWWWWWILLLLLL OOL OLL OOOCCCCCUUUUCCCUCCUCUCCCUC RRRR UR UR URR UUUUNTTIINTNTNTINNTINNTIINNTTIILLLLLLLLLLLLL
PROPROROOPPROPROOOROOGRARARRAGGRAGRAAGRAGRAGRAGRAGRAMMMM RRM RM RRM RMM RM RM RRRRREEEEAEACEEACEAACEEEAACEEE CHHHHHEESSHHESHHHHHEESSHHHHHEHHHHE CACACCA CAAPAPACPACAPACPACACCCIITTTYTYITTYYIIITTYYITYYITYYYTTYY...PPRROROGRGRRAM RM RRRRREEEAACHHHHEEESS CACAPACPA ITTYYY

1651 Coney Island Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11230
Midwood Area

Contact: Dawn (718)998.1415 Ext: 127
clinicservices@omnirehab.com

DATES: JULY 9 – AUGUST 15, 2012 
TUITION: $120 FOR PROGRAM 
SNACKS: PROVIDED BY OMNI
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Dennis Holt, the grandfa-

ther of Brooklyn journalism 
who doggedly covered Down-
town’s renaissance, died on 
June 7 from complications 
after suffering a fall. He was 
77.

Holt, a reporter and col-
umnist for the Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle, covered eco-
nomic development for more 
than three decades — offer-
ing news, analysis, and a 
deep historical perspective 
in his column “ Brooklyn 
Broadside .”

Co-workers and friends 
said his knowledge came 
across on the page — and in 
person.

“[He] conveyed the wis-
dom and practical intelli-
gence that came with decades 
of being a careful listener,” 
said the paper’s publisher 
J. Dozier Hasty. “He will be 
sorely missed.”

Holt was a Kansas-born 
former political press aide 

who moved to Brooklyn in 
the 1960s and became an edi-
tor at the Brooklyn Phoenix 
in 1972.

He  started at the Brook-
lyn Daily Bulletin in 1994  
and remained with the Eagle 
until last fall — using his in-
stitutional knowledge and 

knack for uncov-
ering hard-to-fi nd 
maps and docu-
ments to report on 
controversial de-
velopment projects 
such as Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, Atlan-
tic Yards, and City 
Point.

He held fast to 
his opinions but 
was willing to share 
his insight — and 
sometimes even his 
scoops — with other 
journalists.

Former Brook-
lyn Paper editor 
Gersh Kuntzman 
said Holt once gave 
him a peek at some 

fascinating archives from 
the Atlantic Yards site.

“He was the dean of 
Brooklyn journalism — and 
always welcoming to new-
comers,” Kuntzman said.

Holt is survived by his 
wife and two children.

FAREWELL: Beloved Brooklyn Eagle 
reporter and columnist Dennis Holt 
passed away on June 7.

Dennis Holt, legendary 
B’klyn journalist, dies at 77
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Marine Park’s got talent — at 

least, its kids do.
It got a little wet in Marine 

Park on June 4, but Mother Na-
ture couldn’t stop the ninth an-
nual Community Youth Show-
case, where friends and family 
fl ocked to bask in the talent of 
the neighborhood’s most skilled 
tots and young adults.

“It thinned out a little after it 
rained,” said Marva Giron, who 
helped organize the talent show, 
“but the steel pan group per-
formed after the rain stopped, 
and they brought a lot of the 
crowd back.”

It was standing room only 
over by Filmore Avenue in Ma-
rine Park, where kids from the 
elementary and junior high 
school put on 17 performances, 
showcasing talents ranging 
from singing and ballet to mar-
tial arts and weapon wielding.

“There was a martial arts 
performance from America’s 
Ultimate Martial Arts,” said Gi-
ron. “That was pretty awesome. 
They all did their own tech-
niques, some had nunchuks, 
some had swords, and some did 
gymnatstics.” 

BY AARON SHORT
Getting the L is about to get a 

bit easier thanks to an MTA plan 
to add more trains to the over-
crowded North Brooklyn line.

The Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority will bring 16 
new trains to the line on week-
days, 11 extra trains on Satur-
days, and seven extra trains on 
Sundays after public offi cials 
urged the authority to ease con-
gestion for commuters.

“Anyone tired of crushing 
crowds and overfl owing trains 
will now have an L trip less 
likely to feel like hell,” said 
state Sen. Daniel Squadron (D-
Williamsburg),  who pushed the 
agency to add trains last year . 
“This is a big step toward a sub-
way system that works for its 
riders every day of the week.”

The increased service begins 
on Sunday.

Ridership on the train line 
has skyrocketed by 141 percent 
over the past decade, with strap-
hangers enduring long waits 
during the morning rush hour, 
when trains operate at 110-per-
cent capacity, according to 
agency standards.

The L train has also re-
mained consistently crowded on 
the weekends, retaining 90 per-
cent of its weekday ridership, 
 according to an MTA study last 
year .

The added trains will reduce 
wait times and overcrowding, 
but they won’t prevent other set-
backs caused by the route’s two-
track design.

“This won’t eliminate delays 
caused by breakdowns, police 

activity, and sick passengers, 
but under normal operating con-
ditions, the extra trains could 
make a big difference,” said 
Community Board 1 member 
Ward Dennis.

The authority will continue 
to perform maintenance on 
the line and update its signals, 
which will cut service between 
Broadway Junction and Lorimer 
Street on  several weekends in 
September and October .

An MTA spokesman said 
that the maintenance work to 
improve signals is also improv-
ing service for straphangers. 

“Customers will have the 
added benefi t of more trains 
both weekdays and on week-
ends,” said MTA spokesman 
Kevin Ortiz. “This should ease 
overcrowding on a line that 
serves continuously growing 
populations in Williamsburg, 
Bushwick, and Canarsie.”

LAYIN’ IT DOWN: Dakembay Hoyte, 13, an eighth grader at Marine Park JHS, entertained the crowd at the Community Youth 
Showcase on June 4 with some snazzy brass playing. Photo by Steve Solomonson

To L and back on 
Williamsburg line

TALENT ON PARADE
Marine Park kids show crowd what they’ve got

RAIN DANCE: (Above) 
Dancers from the Brook-
lyn Ballet performed be-
fore a soggy crowd dur-
ing the rainy Marine Park 
afternoon event  as (left) 
cheerleaders from PS 312 
fl ipped, twirled, somer-
saulted, and smiled their 
way into their audience’s 
hearts. 
Photos by Steve Solomonson

Racist attack in tea house
BY COLIN MIXSON

A 33-year-old man was ar-
rested for allegedly beating a 
Nostrand Avenue restaurant 
employee in a race-fueled tirade 
on June 3.

The suspect was inside Tea 
for Two Lite, a kosher restau-
rant between E. 31st Street and 
Marine Parkway at 7 pm, when 
the worker asked him to pay his 
bill. 

That was all it took for the 
customer to launch into a racist 
tongue lashing, cops said.

“You are not on my level you 
n-----, I am not paying you,” the 
suspect barked, according to 

court records.
The man then beat the victim 

with a PVC pipe — striking him 
several times on his arms and 
back before hurling a brick at 
the waiter’s legs. 

Cops took the suspect into 
custody shortly after the attack, 
charging him with hate crime 
assault. The victim suffered mi-
nor injuries.

The victim was unavailable 
for comment when we called, but 
another employee said the alter-
cation was more of an argument 
than a race-fueled attack.

Attempts to reach the suspect’s 
attorney were not successful.

DOWNTOWN TRAIN: The MTA is up-
ping service on the overcrowded L.
 File photo by Ben Prewitt.
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
You can’t scribble in the 

books you check out at the 
Cortelyou Library, but you 
can paint on the institu-
tion’s walls.

The Brooklyn Public 
Library got a free, color-
ful upgrade on June 7 after 
it gave  Ditmas Park artist 
Kathryne Hall  the OK to 
paint a mural on its Corte-
lyou Road branch.

The $6,000 “Tumble” — 
a string of cerulean trian-
gles that wrap around the 
building at Argyle Road — 
was funded entirely by do-
nations solicited on Kick-
starter.com, but the most 
surprising part of this 
project was the library’s 
willingness to fi eld her 
idea in the fi rst place, Hall 
said.

“To pitch something 
like this to a public insti-
tution and have it actually 
be embraced off the bat is 
a great example of how 
Brooklyn has this wonder-

ful do-it-yourself and artis-
tic spirit,” Hall said as she 
prepared for the mural’s 
unveiling last Thursday 
afternoon. 

Hall says she hopes the 
abstract design will bring 
life to the building’s drab 
brick exterior. 

“Everything should 
have exciting visual 
rhythms,” she said. “The 
mural isn’t a portrait or a 
scene, it is something that 
not only excites the walls 
but enlivens the space. I 
like to imagine it’s blow-
ing up against the building 
or that it might blow some-
where else.”

Representatives from 
the library said they were 
thrilled with the mural, 
though Hall has agreed to 
power wash it away in Au-
gust.

“The library is seeking 
innovative ways to help 
artists produce their work 
and share it with new au-
diences,” said Brooklyn 

Public Library Executive 
Director Linda Johnson. 
“We are thrilled to have 
the opportunity to display 
Kathryne Hall’s wonderful 
mural and we hope it will 
inspire Brooklynites of all 
ages to tap into their cre-
ativity.”

Ditmas Park residents 
say they hope the mural 
would stay on the library 
past August.

“There’s movement in it. 
And the kids will love it!” 
said Ottilie Valverde, who 
grew up around the corner. 

But library offi cials 
would not say whether or 
not the project — which 
Hall painted with the help 
of students from James 
Madison High School us-
ing an environmentally-
friendly paint donated by 
Green Depot in Greenpoint 
— will stay.

“We hope that it will in-
spire others well beyond 
August,” a library spokes-
man said.

Online-funded artwork hits Cortelyou Rd.

ARTISTIC TRIGONOMETRY: Kathryne Hall put the fi nishing touches on her mural at the Cortelyou 
Library in Ditmas Park on June 7 — and was already getting glowing reviews from passersby on Corte-
lyou Road.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

MURAL 
MAKEOVER

Kitchen Cabinets, Flooring,
Bath Vanities, Faucets,

Exterior And Interior Doors,
Locks And Much More

FREE Kitchen Layout And
Design With Purchase

FREE Faucet (Selected Styles)
With Purchase Of A Kitchen
Valued At $3,000 Or More

Kitchen Cabinets, Flooring,
Bath Vanities, Faucets,

Exterior And Interior Doors,
Locks And Much More

FREE Kitchen Layout And
Design With Purchase

FREE Faucet (Selected Styles)
With Purchase Of A Kitchen
Valued At $3,000 Or More

All specials can not be combined with any other offers.

The ultimate in affordable elegance

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

Parties
Accommodating 30-200 Guests

2926 Avenue S. Marine Park 
Call for Reservations
718.998.4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com
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BY DANIEL BUSH
A rutted stretch of the Belt 

Parkway is about to get a $6.5-mil-
lion makeover — a renovation 
that promises even more delays 
for Southern Brooklyn commut-
ers as lanes are ripped up and re-
paired, offi cials say.

The Department of Design and 
Construction began its rehab of 
the fl ood- and pothole-prone high-

cember, he said.
Work on the parkway’s Man-

hattan and Queens-bound lanes 
 was slated to start last fall , but the 
rehab was postponed while the 
agency sought the Parks Depart-
ment’s permission to remove trees 
that line the highway so they can 
install more sewer drains.

Motorists say they are brac-
ing for the anticipated delays, but 
those who routinely drive over 
the rutted stretch said they can’t 
wait for the Belt Parkway to be re-
paired.

“It has to be done,” said Com-
munity Board 15 Chairwoman 

Theresa Scavo. “Water builds up 
on the highway because the sew-
ers are no good.”

The Belt Parkway has become 
one long construction zone over 
the past few years. The catch ba-
sin project is just a small part of 
the city’s continuing $500-mil-
lion reconstruction of seven ag-
ing Belt Parkway bridges. The 
fi rst phase of the project — to 
replace the Paerdegat Basin and 
Rockaway Basin bridges — was 
fi nished in January. 

The rest of the project is should 
be completed in 2017, offi cials 
said.

way between Coney Island Avenue 
and Knapp Street last Tuesday, 
ending a sixth-month shelving of 
the long-anticipated project.

The agency will resurface the 
roadway, build new guardrails, 
and add more catch basins to im-
prove drainage in areas that fl ood 
during heavy rainstorms, offi -
cials said.

“This work will rehabilitate 

the highway,” said agency spokes-
man Craig Chin, who said that 
more than 150,000 cars use the 
Belt Parkway each day.

Chin said the agency will close 
one lane of traffi c for 11 hours 
each day during weekdays, and 
block access to two lanes of traf-
fi c for six hours on weekends to 
facilitate the work. The project is 
scheduled to be completed in De-

City to begin $6.5-million Belt Pkwy makeover

SEEING RED: Motorists are bracing for the $6.5-million rehab of the Belt Park-
way, which started last week. File photo by Steve Solomonson

Slam on the brakes!

SLOW RIDE: The Belt Parkway  rehab project will stretch from Coney Island Avenue and Knapp Street.

Treatment Of:

1723 Elm Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11230 | 718.382.7755

MEDICARE
FIDELIS

and most Commercial
Plans Accepted

Viktoria Lemberikman, M.D., FABMPR
Board Certified in Physical Medicine and  Rehabilitation

rangement that’s forbidden 
under city rules.

“It’s not legal to rent a 
permit or to rent a cart with 
a permit,” a Health Depart-
ment spokesperson said. 

The news only outraged 
longtime opponents of Kas-
sen and the Middle Eastern 
Halal Cart, who are now call-
ing for immediate police ac-
tion.

“They should be ar-
rested and the cart should 
be taken from them,” said 
Tony Gentile, the owner 
of the Lone Star Bar and 
leader of Save Our Streets 
— an anti-food cart alliance 
of Bay Ridge business own-
ers that took over Kassen’s 
Fifth Avenue spot for two 
days in April.

According to Health De-
partment regulations, the 
city can seize a food cart that 
doesn’t have proper permits 
or is operating illegally.

Yet Kassen denied any 
wrongdoing, claiming that 
everything he’s doing is 
above board. 

“This is a great business, 

the inspectors love us, why 
would we ruin it by breaking 
the law?” said Kassen. 

Kassen admits to renting 
the cart — which he claims 
is legal, even though city of-
fi cials say otherwise. 

Sean Basinski, an attor-
ney with the Street Vendor 
Project who has issued cease-
and-desist letters against 
Gentile and other cart crit-
ics, said that Kassen’s appar-
ent violation of city rules is 
no big deal.

“Jaywalking’s a crime, 
but it’s an open secret that 
people jaywalk, and it’s 
an open secret that people 
rent permits,” the attorney 
said.

Basinski estimated that 
60 percent of all vendors rent 
the numbered stickers found 
slapped on the sides of food 
carts, and added that his or-
ganization is calling for the 
city to issue more vending 
certifi cates to cut down on il-
legal subletting. 

Kassen declined to say 
how much he pays the cart 
owner, but Basinski said the 
going rate for the two-year 
permit is $15,000 — a whop-
ping 750 percent profi t for the 
permit holder, who pays the 

city just $200 for the license 
to grill. 

“The answer to the prob-
lem of the black market is to 
put out more permits,” said 
Basinski. 

The city has printed ap-
proximately 3,000 mobile 
food vending permits and is 
no longer granting new ones. 
More than 2,000 food vendor 
applicants are on a Depart-
ment of Health waiting list, 
hoping that a current permit 
holder violates the law and 
loses his permit.

Kassen has repeatedly 
claimed that the owner of 
the cart was a man named 
Abu Asus, who was living in 
Jerusalem. But the city says 
that the actual permit holder 
is East Elmhurst resident 
Dimitrios Alexatos. 

Alexatos declined to com-
ment for this story. Kassen 
admitted that he speaks to the 
Queens resident frequently, 
but refused to say what their 
exact relationship is.

It’s unclear if the city 
will take action against Kas-
sen, but it didn’t remove the 
benches that were illegally 
bolted onto Kassen’s favor-
ite selling spot three months 
ago. 

Continued from page

Illegal cart
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
And now, your Brooklyn 

Cyclones pitchers!
Cyclones skipper Rich 

Donnelly gave this paper 
an exclusive sneak preview 
of the Mini Mets’ pitching 
roster for the 2012 season, 
which kicks off June 18 with 
a home game against their 
hated cross-harbor rivals, 
the Staten Island Yankees.

Donnelly said this sea-
son’s team — mostly cho-
sen out of 106 draft picks 
at spring training camp in 
Port Saint Lucie, Fla. — will 
feature just one of the play-
ers who took the Cyclones 
to the playoffs last season, 
with fi rst baseman and 
gnarly-gloved gladiator Cole 
Frenzel coming back for a 
second go-round on the good 
ship Cyclone.

Frenzel joined the Cy-
clones after the season began, but quickly made a name for 
himself as a steady fi rst baseman — and for the fact that he 
would tape up the unraveling pocket of his beloved Rawl-
ings mitt with medical tape. 

The seasoned veteran manager Donnelly, who’ll begin 
his second year at the helm, said the club’s focus early on 
will be on building a pitching staff that has a great rapport 

with his catchers.
“I like pitchers who throw the ball over the plate and 

catchers who can catch the ball. The offense will take care 
of itself,” Donnelly said, adding that he hoped to see his 
team lead the league in fewest walks again this season.

So, without further ado, here’s the fi rst look at the 
Brooklyn Cyclones 2012 pitching staff, which so far doesn’t 
include any left-handers:

• Gabriel Ynoa: Donnelly calls the Kingsport Mets 
transplant “a throwing machine” who gets his pitches over 
the plate. He walked only four batters in the 56 innings he’s 
pitched during the last two years.

• Luis Mateo: One of the best arms in the entire orga-
nization, according to Mets Veep Paul DePodesta, Mateo is 
a fl amethrower who posted 
80 strikeouts and a 2.00 ERA 
in 13 appearances with the 
Dominican Summer League 
Mets in 2011.

“His numbers in the Do-
minican last year were out-
rageous,” said Donnelly. 

• Luis Cessa: This hurler 
went 4–2 for the Gulf Coast 
Mets last year, with a 3.16 
ERA for the season, where 
he walked 13 batters in 53 in-
nings. Donnelly says Cessa 
had potential as either a 
starter or as a reliever.

• Matthew Bowman: A 
fi rst-year draft pick out of 
Princeton, Bowman had two 

shutouts and gave up just one home run in 2012. 
• Matthew Koch: A massive 6-foot-3, 204-pound third-

round pick out of Louisville, Koch is 8–5 with a 3.40 ERA in 
his two-year career in college ball, and allowed just eight 
walks in 32-1/3 innings last season.

Donnelly says he’s excited about his roster of righties, 
but he hasn’t seen all of them in action: he won’t see Bow-
man or Koch pitch until he gets back to Brooklyn.

But character was just as important as skill, he said.
“I look at numbers before they get here, but then I want 

to see what kind of kid they are. I look at when things go 
bad, how they act,” said Donnelly. “You really don’t know 
what you’re going to get till you open up that stadium and 
turn the lights on.”

BY BEN LOCKHART
The Brooklyn Cyclones are court-

ing the borough’s hippest baseball fans 
by shattering an unwritten rule of hip-
ster branding: never openly market to 
them.

The borough’s minor league team 
will host Williamsburg Night on July 
3, offering discounts for bearded fans, 
skeeball tournaments, and skinny jeans 
races around the diamond. 

Cyclones staffers say they hope hip-
ster night sells out — even if the attend-
ees swear they never will.

“Williamsburg is a group we typi-
cally haven’t been able to reach,” said 
Billy Harner, the director of communi-
cations for the ball club. “Hopefully this 
event will help them feel welcome at the 
ballpark.”

Hipsters have a reputation for shy-
ing away from just about anything that 
directly acknowledges their hipsterism, 
but Brenna Ehrlich, co-author of “Stuff 
Hipsters Hate,” believes Williamsburg 
Night will dispel that silly mainstream 
notion.

“Hipster Night or no, isn’t there free 
beer for wearing skinny jeans and a 
beard? Hipsters would go to the opening 
of a Duane Reade (and did, on Bedford) if 
there’s free beer involved,” said Ehrlich 
in an e-mail interview. “Any sane hu-
man would.”

‘Williamsburg Night’ takes 
hipsters out to MCU Park 

Here are your 2012 Cyclone hurlers

HOPING FOR AN ACE: Cyclones 
coach Rich Donnelly says he 
hopes his roster of righties will 
be worthy of the MCU pitcher’s 
mound, like Eric Niesen was in 
2007.

HIPSTER FREEFALL: Madness is expected to 
ensue on Williamsburg Night.

A delivery Smart Car used by Sushi Tokyo on Coney Island Avenue in Midwood was clipped on 
Avenue N and E. 12th Street on June 11, forcing the tiny vehicle to land on its side. No injuries 
were reported during the 1:30 pm accident, but it’s unclear how the sushi held up when the car 
took a tumble. Photo by Arthur DeGata

Sushi roll
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The scene is set in our 

mind’s eye: it’s 1954 in Co-
ney Island and Big Joe 
Turner’s “Shake, Rattle, 
and Roll” is blaring from a 
nearby Murphy radio as a 
49-year-old, 5-foot-5 strong-
man — a Greek god in the 
borough of churches — exits 
the Iceberg Athletic Club’s 
weather-beaten, wood-pan-
eled bungalow near W. 22nd 
Street and accepts an insur-
mountable challenge: lift 
four of his muscle-bound 
pals at the same time.

 Joe “The Great” Rollino 
doesn’t bat an eye. He grabs  
an eight-foot pole that con-
veniently sits nearby, cen-
ters it on his broad shoul-
ders, bends his knees just a 
bit, then asks his buddies to 
grab hold. He digs his heels 
into the hot Coney Island 
sand and, with the Pen-
guins’ “Earth Angel” now 
playing in he background, 
stands up, miraculously lift-
ing the boys off the ground.

But this feat was but a 
small footnote among the 
Herculean accomplishments 
on his extensive strongman 
resume, one that included 
lifting two tons on his back, 
bending quarters with his 
teeth, and twisting an iron 
rebar around his forehead.

Fifty-eight years later, 
sideshow strongmen, pu-
gilists, Coney Island Polar 
Bears, and Brooklynites of 
all stripes recalled those 
halcyon days when men 
could become titans with 
nothing more than hard 
work, perspiration, and the 
determination to be better 
than one’s betters as the 
corner of Bay Ridge Park-
way and 14th Avenue was 
co-named after Rollino, a 
superman who entered this 
world in 1905 and left in 

2010, two months short of 
his 105th birthday — an age 
when most mere mortals 
are usually bedridden.

Not Joe.
Those attending the “Joe 

‘The Great’ Rollino Cor-
ner” street co-naming said 
the centenarian didn’t need 
a cane, eyeglasses, or den-
tures — despite a lifetime 
of snapping railroad spikes 
with his jaws.

That’s because the life-
long vegetarian abstained 
from tobacco, alcohol, white 
bread, and (most notably) 
steroids, and built his phy-

sique the old-fashioned way 
— through diet and exer-
cise — a mantra that many 
say contributed to his, and 
some of his friends’, long 
lifespan. 

“I’m 73 because of him,” 
said Bob Liquari, who met 
Rollino in 1949 while the 
strongman was doing chin-
ups on the Boardwalk — 
and was one of the men 
photographed participat-
ing in the strongman’s 1954 
friend-raiser.

Rollino’s life was an 
amalgamation of “Rocky” 
and “On the Waterfront” 

with a touch of “Forrest 
Gump” sprinkled in: weigh-
ing a mere 135 pounds, 
Joe boxed as a lightweight 
under the nickname “Kid 
Dundee.”

After his time in the 
ring, he went from gym rat 
to sandhog, using his brawn 
to help out on the Herculean 
task of building both the 
Holland and Lincoln tun-
nels. He was also a Brook-
lyn longshoreman and a 
lumberjack in California 
before becoming a Coney Is-
land sideshow act. 

Rollino spent his strong-

man days hanging out with 
the likes of Harry Houdini 
and the great Greta Garbo, 
who had hired him as her 
personal bodyguard. 

When World War II 
broke out, Joe — at the age 
of 34 — fought in the Pa-
cifi c and was easily com-
pared to Captain America 
after he put his unbeliev-
able strength to good use by 
carrying wounded soldiers, 
two or three on each arm, to 
safety. 

Rollino got a leg full of 
shrapnel for his trouble, 
and legend has it doctors 
wanted to amputate, but Joe 
wouldn’t let them, insisting 
that his leg would heal on 
its own. When the doctors 
disagreed, he slept with a 
.45 under his pillow, daring 
any surgeon to come near 
him. 

General Douglas Mac-
Arthur pinned the Silver 
Star for Valor on Rollino’s 
chest in the hospital before 
he returned home with all 
four limbs intact, as well as 
a Bronze Star for bravery 
and three Purple Hearts. 

After the war, Joe joined 
the Iceberg Athletic Club. 
When two people drowned 
in Prospect Park Lake in 
the dead of winter, Rollino 
dove into the icy water to 
recover their bodies. 

But residents of Dyker 
Heights and Bensonhurst say 
they didn’t know The Great 
Rollino. 

They knew “Uncle Joe,” 
or “Puggy” — remembering 
an elderly man with a per-
sonality that was larger than 
his extra-large biceps until 
he was struck down by an au-
tomobile while crossing Bay 
Ridge Parkway near 13th Av-
enue, an accident friends say 
he would have survived had 
he simply braced for the im-
pact.

Christina Vadala, Rolli-
no’s niece and only surviv-
ing relative, said the corner 
co-naming was a way of 
sharing her uncle with ev-
eryone who knew and loved 
him.

“He was fl esh of my 
fl esh, bone of my bone, but 
he belongs to all his family 
and friends,” Vadala said.

Bensonhurst street corner co-named for legendary strongman Joe ‘The Great’ Rollino

AT HIS GREATEST: (Left) Legendary strongman Joe Rollino effort-
lessly carries four of his friends on his shoulders on a day at Coney 
Island in 1954 — when he was 49. (Above) Christina Vadala, niece of 
the decorated World War II vet, with the new sign.  
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham 
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:

  and scar tissue formation

packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 

with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.
Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 

tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-559-6992 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 

with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
1117 57th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219
www.kellerchirony.com

718.559.6992
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT
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197 Seventh Avenue
between 2nd and 3rd
11:00 - 4:00

Lots  
of local  

craft artists,  
merchants and 

restaurants!

Join Your LOCAL Merchants for Live Music  
Food  Crafts  Rides  Antiques  Art Bargains

7th Avenue from Flatbush to 18th Street

For more info: 


