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BY AARON SHORT
Talk about a long wait 

for a stoplight.
Williamsburg residents 

rejoiced when the city in-
stalled a traffi c light at the 
intersection of Woodpoint 
Road and Withers Street 
last week — 22 years after 
neighbors fi rst requested it.

“We’re really excited. 

We’ve been fi ghting for an 
extra light,” said Commu-
nity Board 1 member Tish 
Cianciotta. “We’re meet-
ing people in the street, 
and they’re saying ‘Thank 
god!’ ”

Cianciotta, her husband, 
Guido, and members of the 
Withers Street Block As-
sociation started pestering 

the city to slow motorists at 
the busy corner in 1992 — 
but offi cials swatted down 
their requests, nixing a 
2008 push for traffi c-calm-
ing measures even though 
 a police cadet died in a mo-
torcycle accident one block 
away  three years earlier.

Cianciotta says she fi -

BY DANIEL BUSH
Newly elected state Sen. David 

Storobin has a message for his gay 
constituents: you shouldn’t be al-
lowed to marry each other.

Storobin (R–Brighton Beach) 
has introduced legislation to re-
peal New York’s law that allows 
same-sex couples to marry — a 

move slammed by 
critics who say 

he is trying to 
curry favor 
with conserva-
tive voters.

S t o r o b i n , 
who was sworn 

into offi ce two 
weeks ago, but 

whose district will be-
come extinct in December thanks 
to redistricting, announced last 
week that he will be running for 
the state senate’s new so-called 
Super Jewish district, which is 
dominated by Orthodox Jews who 
tend to vote Republican — and are 
against same-sex marriage. 

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
A rustic new crab shack 

in Red Hook is serving up 
mini-golf alongside buckets 
of fresh fare — and seafood-
loving Brooklynites are al-
ready shelling it out for the 
new summertime destina-
tion.

 Brooklyn Crab  — a 
three-story restaurant fea-

turing rooftop seating by 
the water — offers mouth-
watering crabs and lobsters 
and one of the borough’s 
only 1950s-style putt-putt 
courses. 

“We’re transporting the 
Jersey shore to Brooklyn 
— it’s a casual crab house 
with good prices,” said 
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Moms: Popped balloons make 
P’Park tot lot dangerous

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Big kids with water balloons 

have turned a Prospect Park tot lot 
into a choking hazard for tod-
dlers, say concerned Brook-
lyn parents.

It’s not the water 
fi ghts that are the prob-
lem, it’s the little bits of 
latex left on the ground 
in the recreation area for 
rug rats at the Vanderbilt 
Playground — and the chil-
dren and parents who refuse 
to clean up the mess, according 
to worried moms and dads.

“It always makes me nervous as 
a mom to see these little pieces of 
balloons everywhere,” said Alexa 
Orr, who brings her young daugh-

ter and baby son to the tot lot in the 
park’s southwest corner.

“Since my daughter started 
crawling, I couldn’t believe all 

of the junk on the ground,” 
she said.

The fenced-off sec-
tion for little tykes is 
just a fraction of the 
playground’s total real 

estate, but a sprinkling 
water sculpture makes it 

appealing for children well 
over the posted age limit of 5.

But that water sculpture 
has turned the play area into 

the frontline for water-balloon 
battles — and parents with young 
children say there must be a better 

Continued on Page 14
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LIGHTS ON!: Guido Cianciot-
ta fought to get this traffi c 
light (inset) installed.

CHOKING HAZARD: Broken water balloons in a Prospect Park tot lot are in-
teresting — and dangerous  — to baby Calliope Wolfson, says mom Abby Wolf-
son. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

‘Crab’ a putter! 22 years later, he gets light
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For more information contact BEOC at 718-802-3330 
or admissions@beoc.cuny.edu

111 Livingston St., Brooklyn, NY 11201
(entrance on Beorum Place)
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Residents: Prince hotel a 
royal pain in Bay Ridge
BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Residents of 93rd Street 

are calling on the city to 
shutter a controversial ho-
tel they claim is a hotbed 
of crime — but the build-
ing’s 83-year-old owner says 
nothing illegal is going on 
at his spotless neighbor-
hood inn. 

Ted Moustakas, who 
owns property on the same 
block as the Prince Hotel 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues, says that he’s 
seen young women going 
in and out of the building 
at all times and fi nds dis-
carded hypodermic needles 
and crack pipes outside the 
building every weekend.

“It’s a shame, it really 
brings down the whole 
neighborhood,” Moustakas 
said. 

But he’s not alone in his 
critique of the hotel. An 
Lang, who runs a business 
nearby, said that cops and 
ambulances frequently pull 
up in front of the hotel in re-
sponse to 911 calls inside.

“It’s the hookers, it’s the 
drugs, it’s the drug deal-
ing,” Lang said.

Anne Gilhooly, who’s 
lived on the block for 42 
years — long enough to re-
member the Prince once be-
ing a respectable boarding 
house known as The Spot-
ford — said she’s been try-
ing to get rid of the seedy 
inn for decades without any 
success.

“We picketed, we’ve 
been to God knows how 
many meetings, we went to 
see the owner, but it’s still 
there,” Gilhooly said.

Cops from the 68th Pre-
cinct confi rmed that the 
hotel is a neighborhood 
“hot spot” that offi cers are 
dispatched to often. Com-
plaints against the hotel 
range from narcotics to 
prostitution to homeless 
people congregating inside, 
cops say. 

Yet Prince Hotel owner 
Moses Fried refuted the al-
legations, claiming that he 
runs a clean place.

“I’m 83 years old, I 
want to run a nice build-
ing, not one with prostitu-
tion,” Fried said, claiming 
that drugs are found ev-

erywhere in the city and 
his neighbors are trying to 
hang an area problem on 
his doorstep.

Fried’s company, The 
Prince Hotel Group, owns 
three other buildings: the 
Princess Hotel on Schermer-
horn Street between Hoyt 
and Bond streets in Down-
town, the Prince Lefferts 
Hotel on the corner of Lef-
ferts Place and Classon Av-
enue in Clinton Hill, and 
the Little Princess Hotel on 
12th Street between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope. 

The city has shut down 
both the Princess Hotel 
and the Prince Lefferts for 
violating building codes 
and claims of prostitution. 
The city has summonsed 
the 93rd Street hotel for 
fi re safety hazards and for 
working on the building 
without a permit, and will 
hold hearings on the viola-
tions next month.

The Prince Hotel’s web-
site advertises “comfort 

and quality at an inexpen-
sive price,” with lodgings 
that come with jacuzzis and 
room service — a stark con-
trast to city records, which 
list the Prince Hotel as a sin-
gle-room occupancy build-
ing —  meaning it offers 
four walls and a bathroom 
in the hall to long-term low-
income residents. 

Fried said the Prince 
was a hotel, even though 
city rules forbid rent-by-the-
night facilities from moon-
lighting as single room oc-
cupancy dwellings.

Frank Deluca, who 
owns a limousine company 
around the corner on Third 
Avenue, has another name 
for the Prince Hotel —  but 
it isn’t as fl attering as a sin-
gle-room occupancy dwell-
ing or fl op house.

“That place is a crack 
house,” said DeLuca, who 
wants the city to hang a 
vacancy sign on the Prince 
Hotel for good. “It should 
have been closed down 
years ago.”

A ROYAL PROBLEM: Bay Ridge residents want the city to close the 
Prince Hotel on 93rd Street between Third and Fourth avenues. 
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BY AARON SHORT
Toll Brothers, the coun-

try’s largest developer of 
luxury homes, will con-
struct a $295-million hotel 
and condominium com-
plex at the foot of Brook-
lyn Bridge Park, Mayor 
Bloomberg announced on 
Tuesday.

The Pennsylvania-based 
home-builders won a highly 
competitive design contest 
to erect a 10-story, 200-room 
hotel and a 159-unit resi-
dential development at the 
foot of Pier 1 after Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Corporation 
board members overwhelm-
ingly approved the plan.

Mayor Bloomberg hailed 
the decision as a “vote of 
confi dence in Brooklyn and 
its future as a great place to 
live, work, and visit.”

“This project will en-
sure that the thousands of 
New Yorkers and tourists 
who visit Brooklyn Bridge 
Park will be able to enjoy 
a beautifully maintained 
space,” he said.

The vote ends  a 10-month 
bidding process  between de-
velopers eager to build ho-
tels and homes in the green 
space — a controversial 
funding strategy intended 
to cover the costs of build-
ing and operating Brooklyn 

Bridge Park.
Park planners said that 

Toll Brothers’ proposal is 
the most fi nancially sound 
and its aesthetics — which 
include grassy roofs and in-
terlocking pathways — best 
refl ect the design of Brook-
lyn Bridge Park. 

“This is a real turning 
point for our park,” said 

Brooklyn Bridge Park Cor-
poration president Regina 
Myer. “It brings funding sta-
bility to the project and al-
lows us to build more park 
in the future.”

The giant development 
— which boasts two multi-
tiered glass, stone, and 
grass structures — will take 
up four city blocks south of 

Old Fulton Street and adja-
cent to the entrance of the 
park at Pier 1. 

Toll Brothers senior vice 
president David Von Spre-
ckelsen, whose company 
has a 97-year lease on the 
site, said he is excited to be 
developing the waterfront.

“It’s about being able to 

BY AARON SHORT
City offi cials will not 

promise to fi nish building 
two stalled North Brook-
lyn parks before Mayor 
Bloomberg’s term runs out, 
adding to fears in Green-
point and Williamsburg 
that the long-promised wa-
terfront recreation areas 
will never materialize.

Two top Bloomberg aides 
defl ected multiple questions 
from councilmembers over 
the future of Bushwick In-
let Park and a planned open 
space at 65 Commercial St. 
last week, refusing to es-
timate when both projects 
would be complete and cit-
ing budget constraints as 
the cause of the delays.

“We don’t have a bottom-
less pit of money — right 
now it’s just not possible 
to acquire property,” said 
Parks Assistant Commis-
sioner Joshua Laird. “The 
city has an obligation to its 
taxpayers.”

But open space advocates 
say the city also has an obli-
gation to North Brooklyn 
after approving a controver-
sial rezoning of 200 indus-
trial blocks in Williamsburg 
and Greenpoint seven years 
ago in exchange for a com-
mitment to build hundreds 
of units of affordable hous-
ing, a mile-long esplanade 
abutting the East River, and 
several new parks.

A handful of sky-scrap-

ing luxury towers have 
sprouted at the water’s 
edge, but the city has only 
acquired half the lots be-

tween N. Ninth and N. 15th 
streets necessary to build 
Bushwick Inlet Park and 
 failed to move Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
vehicles  from the Commer-
cial Street lot.

Councilman Steve Levin 
(D–Greenpoint) accused the 
Bloomberg administration 
of favoring projects that 
could make the city money, 
such as McCarren Park 
Pool, which is set to open 
this month, while putting 
waterfront parkland on the 
back burner.

“I’ve noticed that when 
something is a priority of this 
administration, it gets done,” 
said Levin. “It’s a question 

Toll Brothers to develop Bridge Park hotel and condos

ON THE MOVE: Park Slope cyclists will soon get new bike paths 
on 14th and 15th streets — proposed lanes the city put on ice as 
they took heat over the Prospect Park West bicycle route.

STAYING POWER: Brooklyn Bridge Park will look something like this rendering after the home-build-
ing company Toll Brothers builds a controversial hotel and condo. 

City: W’burg parks stuck in park

For whom the park Tolls

Slope bike lanes 
are rolling again

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
The city is rolling out 

a pair of new Park Slope 
bike lanes after hitting the 
brakes on the paths last 
year amid the controversy 
over the Prospect Park 
West cycling route.

On June 21, the Depart-
ment of Transportation un-
veiled a plan for two new 
bike paths — running east 
on 14th Street and west on 
15th Street between Third 
Avenue and Prospect Park 
West — 16 months after the 
agency abruptly  scrubbed 
a public meeting to pres-
ent the same roadway pro-
posal  while a lawsuit over 
the nearby park-side lane 
brewed. 

The long-in-the-works 
traffi c-calming plan 
pleases cyclists who say 
the infrastructure is an-
other sign indicating that 
the protected Prospect 
Park West viaduct is here 
to stay.

The proposed lanes 
on 14th and 15th streets 
have also earned support 
from neighbors, who say 
the paths give bikers a 
straight-shot route from 
Gowanus to Prospect Park 
and help slow speeding 
drivers on the mostly resi-
dential streets.

“It’s a great path to the 
park,” said 14th Street resi-
dent David Garcia. “There 
will be less room for cars 
to pass — but that’s okay; 
it makes drivers more cau-
tious.”

Bike boosters agreed, 
claiming that the lane 
will slow drivers on 15th 

Street, which is downhill 
and becomes wide west of 
Eighth Avenue.

“They are very ap-
propriate places for bike 
lanes,” said Park Slope cy-
cling enthusiast Eric Mc-
Clure. 

The plan began in 2010, 
when Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Park Slope) 
asked the city to study the 
feasibility of bike lanes 
on the streets as part of a 
traffi c calming measure at 
Bartel-Pritchard Square 
and 15th Street. 

The city had already 
classifi ed 14th and 15th 
streets as “potential bi-
cycle routes” in  a bicycle 
master plan , making them 
likely spots for pedaling 
paths.

Then in February 2011 
— amid backlash and a 
brewing lawsuit over the 
then-new Prospect Park 
West bike lane — Commu-
nity Board 6’s Transporta-
tion Committee posted an 
online agenda item indi-
cating the city would pres-
ent a plan for the paths.

But after a reporter 
from this newspaper  called 
the city with questions , the 
item was abruptly removed 
from the agenda.

Now, even the most vo-
cal bike lane opponents 
offer little criticism about 
the proposed routes on 
14th and 15th streets — 
which will ferry cyclists 
to the high-profi le lane on 
Prospect Park West.

“Our issue was with the 
specifi c means by which 

PROMISES, PROMISES: Coun-
cilman Steve Levin and one of 
his littlest fans want to know 
when the city will build Bushwick 
Inlet Park. 

Continued on Page 13
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Store Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri, 7:30am to 5pm & Thurs, 7:30am to 7pm

You’ll run out of room before you run out of options.
Andersen® windows come in styles, shapes and sizes to fi t any purpose and every personality. With natural wood 
interiors, low-maintenance exteriors and a host of elegant options, it’s no wonder professional builders and 
remodelers choose Andersen windows more often than any other brand.

Visit our showroom today to see the complete line of energy-effi cient 
Andersen windows and doors.

BY SYDNEY LUPKIN
David Karopkin and his 

crew are actually happy 
when they see goose poop in 
the morning in East River 
State Park — it’s a sign the 
football-shaped waterfowl 
have survived another day.

Karopkin and his 
group GooseWatch have 
changed strategy in their 
second year attempting 
to save geese from federal 
exterminators, going from 
interventionists intent on 
disrupting goose round-
ups to wildlife watchdogs 
with cameras hoping to 
sway public opinion and 
end the killings once and 
for all.

They claim the slaugh-
ters take place without 
proper transparency and 
say Brooklynites are 
shockingly unaware of the 
executions — which the 
US Department of Agricul-
ture conducts to lessen the 
risk of collisions between 

birds and planes.
But chilling videos 

showing federal authori-
ties capturing geese could 
change all that, according 
to the paralegal and Goose-
Watch founder.

“Hopefully by document-
ing it, we can make it a real-
ity,” Karopkin said during 
a patrol at East River State 
Park last week. 

“I know [the roundups 
are] going to happen. It’s 
just a matter of when,” he 
said.

The group’s new plan 
involves about 20 passion-
ate bird-lovers who hope to 
act as high-tech Minutemen 
if they witness a roundup 
by sending text messages 
and audio recordings to 500 
other goose advocates urg-
ing them to document the 
trapping.

The notifi cation and 
documentation plan is 
more complex than last 
summer’s operations, when 

volunteers monitored geese 
in Prospect Park all day 
and all night in hopes their 
presence would convince 
the feds to keep away.

The goose killings began 
in 2010 with the slaughter of 
368 Prospect Park water-
fowl following the  “Miracle 
on the Hudson”  — a plane 

crash attributed to multiple 
bird strikes.

That year, federal au-
thorities killed 67 Canada 
geese in East River State 
Park, documents show.

Bushwick resident Gal-
cia Outes has claimed East 
River State Park as her re-
sponsibility for the summer, 
and now recognizes the four 
adults and fi ve fuzzy gos-
lings who make their home 
just off the beach.

But someday soon, she 
might have to take photos 
and video of the birds be-
ing rounded up for slaugh-
ter.

“This is the ugly part of 
what it looks like in your 
park in your city with your 
money,” said Outes, who be-
lieves it’s possible for geese 
and airplanes to coexist 
thanks to technological ad-
vances.

The US Department of 
Agriculture did not return 
calls for comment.

Goose-lovers aim to stop extermination with documentation

BIRD WATCHER: David Karopkin, founder of Goosewatch NYC, 
hopes his volunteers will halt the slaughter of Brooklyn waterfowl 
by capturing goose roundups on video. 

He’s got a bird’s-eye view

POSSIBLE TARGET: A goose.
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BY COLIN MIXSON
What a racket!
Tennis lovers upset 

over ballooning court per-
mit costs are fi nding some 
salvation at Marine Park 
— they get to play for free 
on Fridays and Saturdays 
when city employees aren’t 
manning the gates.

Longtime players up-
set that public tennis court 
permits jumped from $100 
to $200 last year know that 
the Parks Department em-
ployee that watches over 
Marine Park’s courts is 
off on those days — giving 
them the perfect opportu-
nity to sneak in for a quick 
volley.

“Some people without 
permits will come because 
they know when she’s 
gone,” said Aristides Soler, 
who frequents the courts in 
Marine Park.

Even the Parks employee 
assigned to the courts ad-
mits that non-permited 

players take over when 
she’s not around.

“When I’m gone, they 
come right in,” said the 
woman, who wished not to 
be named. 

A Parks Department 
spokesman said that the 
city posts attendants at most 
tennis courts checking to 
see if the players have sea-
sonal permits, which end in 
November. Adults pay $200 
for a permit while children 
and seniors pay just $20.

“We want to make every 
effort to make sure that peo-
ple playing there have the 
right permits,” the spokes-
man said, adding that the 
increased permitting fees 
would go into the general 
fund and pay for a wide va-
riety of city services. “All of 
the courts are supposed to 
have attendants.”

But if that’s the case, 
tennis lovers say city em-
ployees will be looking over 
empty nets: many claim 

the increased costs will 
drive players away from the 
game.

“We’re losing the spirit 
of tennis in many people,” 
said Soler. 

Player Alex Kaminnik 
agreed.

“People are doing what-
ever they can to avoid pay-
ing the $200 and, in the end, I 
think the city ends up losing 
money,” said Kaminnik.

Many thought that the 
increased permit fees would 
be used to help repair and 
maintain the city’s courts, 
but so far no upgrades 
have been made at Marine 
Park, which many say are 
cracked, chipped, and lined 
with unraveling nets.

“They’re in terrible con-
dition,” said Yvonne Smith, 
who begrudgingly bought a 
permit. “I fi gure when the 
permits were raised to $200, 
there would be a bonus. 
I’m still waiting on that bo-
nus.”

Players thumb noses at pricey permit costs

PO’D AT PERMIT PRICES: Yvonne Smith and Aristides Soler can’t believe the Parks Department raised 
public tennis court permit prices from $100 to $200. 

CHEATING 
AT TENNIS

ENJOY A

Free Bagel with
Cream Cheese
Or Butter WHEN YOU BUY A

LARGE COFFEE!
Only One Free Bagel with Cream Cheese or Butter per Coupon. 

Offer Only. Valid With This Coupon. Expires 09/30/12

755 5th Avenue Brooklyn, New York 11232
718.788.3164
info@bakedinbrooklynny.com
Store Hours: MON-SAT 7am-7pm SUN 8am-3pm

ENJOY A

Free Bagel with Cream 
Cheese Or Butter WHEN YOU BUY A

LARGE COFFEE!

Only One Free Bagel with Cream Cheese or Butter per Coupon. Offer Only. Valid With This 
Coupon. Expires09/30/12

755 5th Avenue Brooklyn, New York 11232
718.788.3164

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014
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J A C K  W E I S S M A N

FREE WIFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 
718-692-1515

2256 Hendrickson Street 

(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: 
thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

REPAIRED 
PAINLESSLY

BY DANIEL BUSH
A Coney Island carny’s  

return to the People’s Play-
ground has been put on hold 
because John “Cha-Cha” 
Ciarcia never fi led the neces-
sary permits to get his trum-
peted amusement park off 
the ground.

The honky-tonk bar 
owner, who didn’t fi t in with 
Mayor Bloomberg’s vision 
of turning Coney Island into 
a year-round tourist desti-
nation, announced that he 
would open Cha Cha’s Stee-
plechse Fun-Zone on Still-
well Avenue on Memorial 
Day weekend.

But Memorial Day week-
end came and went and the 
park never opened — city 
Department of Buildings in-
spectors quickly intervened 
and shuttered the park be-
fore anyone stepped inside. 
The park has been closed 
ever since.

Ciarcia dismissed the set-
back as a bureaucratic snafu 

and vowed to open the 12-ride 
park — which features a new 
spinning bumper car-style 
ride called the “Mega Whirl” 
— as soon as possible.

“There was a delay, but 
I’m going to open soon,” Cia-
rcia said.

But Ciarcia has a long 
way to go before his park can 
open its doors: a Department 

of Buildings spokeswoman 
confi rmed that Ciarcia still 
doesn’t have a certifi cate of 
occupancy for his amuse-
ment park — a lot between 
the Boardwalk and Bowery 
Street. He doesn’t have per-
mits to operate the rides ei-
ther, the spokeswoman con-
fi rmed.

Ciarcia refused to explain 
why he failed to get the per-
mits — but his supporters 
were quick to defend him, 
claiming the city targeted 
him because his park doesn’t 
fi t with Luna Park operator 
Central Amusements Inter-
national’s vision for Coney 
Island.

“The city went after the 
little guy,” said Rican Var-
gas, the founder of Coney Is-
land Dancers. “They wanted 
to make a statement.”

But Department of Build-
ings spokeswoman said the 
agency was merely enforcing 
the law. 

She said Ciarcia started 

the paperwork process on 
June 13, but wouldn’t say 
how long it would take.

Cha-Cha’s Bar, Ciar-
cia’s beloved watering hole 
known for its live music and 
gritty feel, was one of eight 
Boardwalk businesses that 
fought to stay open after Cen-
tral Amusements petitioned 
to boot them from the iconic 
walkway. Ruby’s Bar and 
Paul’s Daughter  were allowed 
to return , but Cha-Cha’s and 
four other shops were evicted 
last year.

Ciarcia thumbed his nose 
at the amusement giant by 
opening a restaurant on Surf 
Avenue this spring and an-
nouncing plans last month  to 
launch his own amusement 
park , where prices will be 
on par with Luna Park, but 
cheaper than Scream Zone.

“This is my comeback,” 
Ciarcia boasted at the time. 
“They threw me off the 
Boardwalk but they can’t 
kick me out of Coney Island.”

A Coney Island bar owner’s trumpeted return to the People’s Playground is put on hold

CHA-CHA’S FOLLY: John ”Cha-Cha” Ciarcia’s shuttered amuse-
ment park features a dozen rides, food stands, and a restaurant.

DIDN’T DO HIS HOMEWORK:
John Ciarcia failed to get the 
proper permits for his park. 

What happened to Cha-Cha’s fun zone?
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Serving the community since 1934

www.brfcu.org

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809 Sheepshead Bay Branch

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

LOANS AVAILABLE

Replace Your Car

Expand a Business

Buy Merchandise

Educate a Child

Improve a Store

Furnish a Home

Build a Future

Help a Relative

$1,000
$5,000

$10,000
$15,000
$20,000
$25,000

Serving the community since 1934

www.brfcu.org

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809 Sheepshead Bay Branch

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Rap mogul Jay-Z will 

open a sprawling, high-end 
sports bar inside the Bar-
clays Center — but neigh-
bors have 99 problems with 
a plan to serve booze until 2 
am at the posh lounge.

The Brooklyn-born su-
perstar plans to launch a 
Kings County version of his 
popular Manhattan venue 
 the 40/40 Club  inside the new 
Nets arena, complete with a 
350-seat restaurant and a 
space for events.

“There is no better home 
for [it],” Jay-Z said last week.

But frustrated neighbors 
claim Barclays Center op-
erators evaded mandatory 
public review by applying 
for a single liquor license for 
the entire arena — and only 
revealing their plan to allow 
“luxury” vendors such as 
the 40/40 Club to sell booze 
until 2 am after  gaining the 
endorsement of Community 
Board 6 .

By avoiding mention of 

the late last call at fancy 
clubs and private suites, the 
arena avoided scrutiny, said 
Park Sloper Steve Ettinger.

“Barclays withheld in-
formation — and violated 
the letter and the spirit of 
the law,”  Ettinger said. 
“They should be held ac-
countable.”

Barclays Center spokes-
woman  Mandy Gutmann 
said the 18,200-seat arena 
qualifi es as a venue that re-
quires only one liquor license 
even though it will house 
multiple booze vendors.

“The license we are seek-
ing is for all establishments 
in the arena,” she said.

The planned 40/40 Club 
will open by September near 
a stretch of private suites 
overlooking the court with 
36 TVs and a food menu. The 
lounge will not seek a caba-
ret license for dancing and 
it’s unclear if the venue will 
have bottle service, which 
it offers at its Manhattan 
branch.

LAST CALL: Dapper Rapper 
Jay-Z’s planned 40/40 Club is 
taking heat from neighbors 
who wish it would close earlier. 

Jay-Z’s Barclays 
Center bar fray
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INTEGRATED

Special needs 
& typically developing

SESSIONS WILL FOCUS ON: 
Self-Care, Language, Handwriting, Motor 
Coordination, Fine Motor, Vocabulary, 
& Social Skills

Run by licensed pediatric clinicians

MONDAYS: 2 & 3 year olds
WEDNESDAYS: 4 & 5 year olds
THURSDAYS: 6 to 8 year olds
TIMES: 11AM-1PM or 3:30PM-5:30PM
ROLLING ADMISSION WILL OCCUR UNTIL 
PROGRAM REACHES CAPACITY.

WEDNESDAYS: 4 & 5 year olds
THTHURURSDSDAYAYS:S: 6 6 t too 88 year olds
TITITIMEMEMEES:S:S:S: 11 1 11A1AA1A1AMM-M-MM-M 1P1P1P1PMMMMMM M oorororroorro 333 3:3:3:3:330P0P0P0PM-M-MMM-M-5:5:5:5:::3030303033 PPMPMPMPMPMMMMMMMM
ROLROLROLROLLININLINNLINLING AG AAAAG A AGG DDMMMMMIDDMMMDMMIMMMIM SSSSSSSISSSSSISISSSSSSSSSSSSIONNOOOON WILLWWWWWILLLLLL OOL OLL OOOCCCCCUUUUCCCUCCUCUCCCUC RRRR UR UR URR UUUUNTTIINTNTNTINNTINNTIINNTTIILLLLLLLLLLLLL
PROPROROOPPROPROOOROOGRARARRAGGRAGRAAGRAGRAGRAGRAGRAMMMM RRM RM RRM RMM RM RM RRRRREEEEAEACEEACEAACEEEAACEEE CHHHHHEESSHHESHHHHHEESSHHHHHEHHHHE CACACCA CAAPAPACPACAPACPACACCCIITTTYTYITTYYIIITTYYITYYITYYYTTYY...PPRROROGRGRRAM RM RRRRREEEAACHHHHEEESS CACAPACPA ITTYYY

1651 Coney Island Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11230
Midwood Area

Contact: Dawn (718)998.1415 Ext: 127
clinicservices@omnirehab.com

DATES: JULY 9 – AUGUST 15, 2012 
TUITION: $120 FOR PROGRAM 
SNACKS: PROVIDED BY OMNI
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The unexploded muni-

tions many say are scat-
tered across the bottom of 
Gravesend Bay won’t derail 
the city’s plans to place a 
waste transfer station at 
the foot of Bay 41st Street, 
members of the Army Corps 
of Engineers said last week 
— brushing off community 
concerns that the bombs 
would blow up in the city’s 
face when the sea fl oor is 
scooped out to accommo-
date garbage barges.

“The area has been 
dredged several times over 
the years, and it’s unlikely 
that dredging there again 
would present any hazards,” 
Army Corps spokesman 
Chris Gardner said, refut-
ing claims from civic leaders 
who say that dredging off of 
Bay 41st Street will turn the 
calm cove into a scene from 
the movie “Battleship.”

Opponents to the city’s 
plan to berth garbage barges 
at its proposed waste trans-
fer station claim the unex-

ploded shells — which fell 
into the drink when a Navy 
boat capsized near Gra-
vesend Bay in 1954 — could 
go off if the bay’s bottom is 
disturbed. 

Diver Gene Ritter said he 
found more than 1,500 unex-
ploded shells at the foot of the 
Verrazano Bridge — about 
four miles from Gravesend 
Bay — in 2010. 

But Mel Gagliano, whose 
family has run the Marine 
Basin Marina in Gravesend 
Bay for 50 years, claims that 
time and tide could have 
anchored the bombs off his 
starboard bow.

“After 20 years, a couple 
of hurricanes, and some 
winter storms, things could 
have scattered around,” Ga-
gliano said, adding that the 
previous dredgings in the 
1960s and in the 1980s cut 
channels into the ocean bed 
— no where near the Bay 
41st Street waterfront.

Assemblyman Bill Col-
ton (D–Bensonhurst), who 
said he will sue to stop the 

city from running garbage 
barges out of Gravesend Bay, 
agreed that the Army Corps’ 
claims do not rule out the 
possibility that the bombs 
Ritter found won’t go off if 
the waste transfer station is 
built. 

“If you hit it the right 
way, it could go off,” Colton 
said.

The Department of Sani-
tation wants to build the 
waste transfer station as a 
refuse hub for the borough’s 
garbage trucks. 

Trash from weekly pick-
ups will be brought to the 
station before being loaded 
onto masssive garbage 
barges headed for out-of-
state landfi lls.

Neither the Army Corps 
nor the city provided this pa-
per with information on the 
earlier dredgings.

Several agencies have al-
ready signed off on the proj-
ect to run garbage barges 
out of Gravesend Bay — just 
a few paces from where an 
incinerator once stood. 

BOMBS AWAY!: Diver Gene Ritter holds one of the shells he found in the water under the Verrazano-
Narrows Bridge in 2010. The Army Corps says the unexploded munitions will not detonate when the city 
builds a waste transfer station. 

Feds say dredging 
won’t set off bombs
Experts: Making way for garbage facility not a problem
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B U S I N E S S  B R O O K L Y N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

By Camille Sperrazza
You don’t have to live with pain.

Doctors at HealthQuest, a multi-specialty 
facility dedicated to pain management, can 
improve your quality of life  by providing ex-
pert treatment, utilizing the latest technology 
available.

Dr. Russell Greenseid and Dr. Nick Chiap-
petta are chiropractors at the Sheepshead Bay 
facility, and one of the innovative treatments 
they offer is the use of the spinal decompres-
sion machine. 

“It’s FDA-approved, and is safe and effec-
tive,” says Dr. Greenseid. Via mechanical 
traction, pressure is alleviated  from the pain-
sensitive structures. 

Patients who have suffered with debilitat-
ing lower back pain have found relief from 
its use, says the doctor. It’s used primarily to 

treat disc injuries to the lower back, provid-
ing an alternative to those who do not wish to 
have surgery. 

“This is just one of the many tools we of-
fer,” says Dr. Chiappetta. Manual manipula-
tion is another option, as are  joint injections. 
The latter, too, uses technology so doctors can 
work more efficiently. In this instance, an ul-
trasound machine provides the doctor with a 
picture of the area that needs treatment, and 
this allows him to guide needles precisely to 
these affected areas. 

The Nostrand Avenue facility offers many 
forms of treatment, including chiropractic 
care, neurology, orthopedic, pain management 
and physical therapy. The facility’s medical 
director is Dr. Igor Stiler, a neurologist, who 
oversees the care of those who suffer with 
neurological disorders, as well as patients re-
covering from surgery or accidents.  

Orthopedic specialties include sports medi-
cine, pediatric orthopedics, and care to feet, 
ankles, hips, knees, shoulders, elbows, hands, 
and spine.

The first step is a consultation and physi-
cal examination so the doctors can evaluate 
the condition. If further diagnostic testing is 
needed, you won’t have to run all over town 
to get it. X-rays and MRIs can be taken right 
at the facility, making everything convenient 
for the patient. 

“We make it as easy as possible for you,” 
says Dr. Greenseid.

The goal is to find the cause of the pain. 

“You want to treat the cause, not the symp-
toms,” he says.

HealthQuest also offers a unique program 
to help smokers quit. 

“By tapping into certain points through the 
ear to the brain, chemicals are balanced, and 
cravings vanish,” says  Dr. Stiler. No pain or 
drugs are involved, he says, “and one treat-
ment is all that is usually needed.”

A weight loss treatment is similar, as “very 
light stimulation to precise points on the ex-

ternal ear” is used to reduce cravings. 
“It is proven to be an effective and painless 

option that enables one to lose weight,” says 
the doctor.

Weight loss can also help alleviate joint pain. 
HealthQuest has been servicing the commu-
nity since 1994. Most major medical plans, 
including No Fault and Medicare, are accept-
ed. The facility is handicapped accessible, 
and there’s parking on the premises. Check 
HeathQuest’s website for educational semi-
nars that help improve quality of life. 

HealthQuest [3500 Nostrand Ave. between 
Avenues U and Z in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
769-2521]. Open Mondays through Fridays, 
9 am – 7 pm, and Saturdays, 9 am – noon. For 
more, visit www.hqbk.com.

Dr. Nick Chiapetta is just one of Healthquest’s 
chiropractors who offer innovative treatments 

for patients, including the use of the spinal 
decompression machine.

Get rid of pain with the help of doctors at HealthQuest

Doctors at Healthquest, on Nostrand Avenue, 
has been servicing the community since 1994.

Photos by Steve Solomonson

Dr. Nick Chiapetta and staff members Debbie 
Candido, Julissa Cardenas and Kiara Alvarado 
use the latest technology available to treat pain.

Kitchen Cabinets, Flooring,
Bath Vanities, Faucets,

Exterior And Interior Doors,
Locks And Much More

FREE Kitchen Layout And
Design With Purchase

FREE Faucet (Selected Styles)
With Purchase Of A Kitchen
Valued At $3,000 Or More

Kitchen Cabinets, Flooring,
Bath Vanities, Faucets,

Exterior And Interior Doors,
Locks And Much More

FREE Kitchen Layout And
Design With Purchase

FREE Faucet (Selected Styles)
With Purchase Of A Kitchen
Valued At $3,000 Or More

All specials can not be combined with any other offers.

BY DANIEL BUSH
It’s a sign of the times.
Ruby’s Bar, the beloved 

Depression-era pub that 
fought to stay on the Coney 
Island Boardwalk as the 
People’s Playground under-
goes a massive attitude ad-
justment, has replaced its 
vintage sign with a modern 
marquee to fi t in with the 
city’s kinder, gentler vision 
for the gritty Amusement 
District.

Workers tore down the 
78-year-old watering hole’s 
hand-painted sign — which 
advertised hamburgers, corn 
dogs and other beach staples 
— replacing it with a more 
contemporary plastic letter-
ing. 

Coney’s faithful la-
mented the change, 
claiming that it symbol-
ized the amusement dis-
trict’s slow transforma-
tion from a honky-tonk 
fun zone into a sterilized 
row of rides, shops, and 
restaurants.  

“I liked it more before,” 
said Ivan Samayoa. “It had 
more of the traditional Co-
ney Island look.”

IN WITH THE NEW, OUT WITH THE OLD: The 78-year-old Ruby’s Bar 
put up a new sign last week (above), and Coney’s faithful are bemoan-
ing the loss of the hand-painted sign seen below. 

Ruby’s gets a major makeover
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FACILITIES/SERVICES

Based on availability and not valid for weekends and long holidays

Less than a block away from Flushing Avenue Stop of Subway (J, Z, M)
Next to WoodHull Hospital
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10%
 

OFF
 

with
 th

is 
ad

BY ALFRED NG
Costumed creatures took over 

the Coney Island Boardwalk at the 
second annual Pet Day on June 16, 
dressing in their best and wackiest 
outfi ts in hopes of winning praise 
and prizes.

More than 40 pets paraded 
through the People’s Playground, 
dressed as cheerleaders, geishas, 
and Nathan’s Famous sausages 
with their owners, who were hoping 
to win gift certifi cates to Petco and 

passes to Deno’s Wonder Wheel.
Animals and their owners en-

joyed taking a spin around the leg-
endary amusement ride.

“The Ferris Wheel was awe-
some,” said Coney Island mermaid 
Bunny Love, who rode with her Chi-
nese crested dog Belvedere. Love 
dyed Belvedere’s hair blue to match 
both the sea and Saturday’s Coney 
Island sky. “Me and Belvedere were 
in one of the swinging cars, so it got 
a little exciting there.”

But the day belonged to Paquito 
the “ruff” rider, who won the con-
test in his cowboy costume — tiny 
hat and boots included. 

“He was super cute! I feel like 
the owner had made the whole cos-
tume, so I gave extra points for arts 
and craft,” said Love, who was also 
judging the contest.

The entrance fee was two cans 
of pet food, which were donated to 
the Sean Casey Animal Rescue or-
ganization.

PLAYFUL PUPS: (Above) Bunny Love dyed the fur of her Chinese-crested 
dog, Belvedere, to a very fi tting Coney Island blue for the Pet Day costume 
contest. (Center) Giana, a Yorkshire terrier, showed up as Brooklyn’s favorite 
hot dog brand. (Right) Paquito the chihuahua took home fi rst prize for his 
adorable cowboy outfi t. 

Pets strut their stuff in Coney
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
718-802-3330 or admissions@beoc.cuny.edu

Minimum Qualifi cations for Consideration

College Prep

GED Prep

English as a Second Language 

with Computer Literacy

Medical Assisting

Medical E-Records

Hospitality Management

*National Certifi cation Available

Academic and Supportive Services Available

18 years of age or older 

US Citizen, Permanent Resident or Refugee

Resident of NY State for One Year

High School Diploma or GED required 

for College Prep and Careeer Programs 

(Individuals with college credits are not elegible)

Low to Moderate Income

BEOC Offers Tuition FREE Programs!
Academic Programs Career Programs*

111 Livingston Street (Enter on Boerum Place)

In both men and women these conditions are caused by, or worsened by, the lack of suffi cient testosterone, and 
all are almost always signifi cantly helped or eliminated by testosterone replacement. Testosterone has been available 

by prescription for fi fty-seven years. Testosterone replacement is safe and effective in both men and women.

Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE

Martin Slavin, MD

718-444-7040

❖ Fatigue?
❖ Anxiety?
❖ Depression?
❖ Type II Diabetes?
❖ Vascular Diseases?

❖ Weight Gain?
❖ Confusion?
❖ Weakness?
❖ Osteoporosis?
❖ Shortness Of Breath?

❖ Lost Interest In Sex?
❖ Lack Of Self-Esteem?
❖ Lack Of Motivation?
❖ Poor Self-Confi dence
❖ Coronary Disease?

❖ Erectile Dysfunction?
❖ Sexual Discomfort?
❖ Lost Sexual Feelings?
❖ Heart Failure?
❖ Menstrual Cramps?

Testosterone defi ciency treatment 
is covered by most insurances.

Get your testosterone level checked!!!

♦ ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦
Enjoy 1/2 Off the Mexican side of our Menu

and cool off with 
$350 Drink Specials

Frozen Margaritas, Daiquiris, Piña Coladas, 
Sangria & Mexican Beers

Brunch Saturday & Sunday $12.50 p.p. includes Mimosa or Bloody Mary

114 Bay Ridge Ave.  718-833-8865  www.casapepe.com

Are Back 5-7PM

at the Bar on our Outdoor Garden area
with “All New” full Bar area

Are Back 5-7PM

at the Bar on our Outdoor Garden area
with “All New” full Bar area
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Join 
now and look great 

by July 4th

After

Dramatic results within a matter 
of weeks with our safe & effective 

medical weight loss program!

NO Expensive
Supplements
NO Meals to 
Buy
NO Meetings
to Attend
NO Surgery

Plans for men & women

718.285.8807
Brooklyn and Long Island Locations 516.295.7400

www.ConquertheCrave.com

DO YOU HAVE
20, 30 or 
MORE LBS

TO LOSE?

DO YOU HAVE
20, 30 or 
MORE LBS

TO LOSE?

M.D. Supervised Program

Before

Brooklyn 
weekly readers receive

10% OFF
by July 4th

Before After

Treatment Of:

1723 Elm Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11230 | 718.382.7755

MEDICARE
FIDELIS

and most Commercial
Plans Accepted

Viktoria Lemberikman, M.D., FABMPR
Board Certified in Physical Medicine and  Rehabilitation

BY ELI ROSENBERG
The Boys of Summer 

are back — and this year, 
they really are just boys.

The Brooklyn Cy-
clones took to the field 
against the much-loathed 
Staten Island Yankees — 
the team that  ousted them 
in last year’s New York 
Penn-League Playoffs  — 
last week with one of the 
youngest squads in the 
franchise history, sport-
ing an average age barely 
older than 21, and with 
eight teenagers on the 
roster.

“One of my youngest 
sons is way older — these 
are my grandsons, not 
even my sons anymore!” 
said Coach Rich Donnelly.

The players are so 
young that they don’t 
even get Donnelly’s late 
1990s baseball references, 
such as when he evokes 
former Red Sox star No-
mar Garciaparra by first 

name only.
“I was telling one guy 

the other day about how 
it was a pleasure to coach 
Nomar and [he was like,] 
‘Nomar who?’ They don’t 
know, so you gotta be 
careful!”

The team has high 
hopes for young talents, 
such as 2011 first-round 
pick Brandon Nimmo and 
infield prospect Phillip 
Evans, both 19. Donnelly 
expects some fire on the 
mound from youthful 
hurlers Luis Mateo, 22, 
of the Dominican Repub-
lic, and Luis Cessa, 20, of 
Mexico.

The young Clones are 
pumped to be in Brook-
lyn — especially since, for 
some, it’s their first taste 
of New York City.

“It’s been different — 
I’ve had to get used to the 
subway, get used to all 
the people around all the 
time,” said the Wyoming-

born Nimmo, who is room-
ing with fellow first-round 
pick Kevin Plawecki, 21. 
“We can’t stand side by 
side in the room without 
touching the other side!”

Plawecki, a catcher, 
is almost a veteran af-
ter playing ball for three 
years at Purdue, where 
he was the 2012 Big Ten 
player of the year.

Donnelly hopes to 
spread some of the wis-
dom he’s gained in his  40-
plus years in baseball  to 
the sprightly young play-
ers around him — and 
maybe even teach them a 
few life lessons.

“There are two kinds 
of players, those that are 
humble and those that are 
about to be,” said Don-
nelly. “A lot of these kids 
have never experienced 
failure in their lives. I tell 
them, ‘Tighten up your 
chinstrap, because this is 
big-boy ball here!’ ”

Youngest Brooklyn Cyclones team in history hits the fi eld in Coney Island

TOP PICK: The team has high hopes for outfi elder Brandon Nimmo and his young teammates.  

This year, they really are the Mini-Mets
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1313Make An Impression With Your Smile
We treat children, teens, and adults. 

All phases of Family Dentistry performed in our office. 
Now accepting new patients.

CALL US TODAY FOR A CONVENIENT APPOINTMENT

Laser, Cosmetic, and Comprehensive Dentistry

1122 Avenue P (1 Block East Of Coney Island Ave.)

Telephone:  • Fax: 

Strict Sterilization Techniques

 1-718-339-78781-718-339-7878

Noah’s Ark
VETERINARIAN

WE TREAT THEM LIKE FAMILY
10% OFF

Visit
with coupon

(or for 
mentioning

our ad)

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

build in a park with stun-
ning views of the Statue 
of Liberty, the Manhattan 
skyline, the harbor, and 
the Brooklyn Bridge,” said 
Von Spreckelsen, whose 
company constructed the 
Northside Piers condos on 
the Williamsburg water-
front and pulled out of a 
planned Gowanus Canal 
project after the water-
way was slated for a fed-
eral cleanup. “It’s really a 
unique parcel.”

Condo dwellers and the 
hotel operator will give 
the city roughly $3.3 mil-
lion per year in payments 
in lieu of taxes and rent — 
cash that will fund main-
tenance and operations of 
the waterfront park.

Toll Brothers expects 
to break ground on the 
site by the spring of 2013.

The project is slated 
to provide new public re-
strooms, pathways con-
necting to the park, street 
trees and landscaping on 
Furman Street, a banquet 
space and meeting rooms 
for community groups, and 

210 permanent jobs and 300 
construction jobs at the 
site.

But longtime critics 
of the plan to allow hous-
ing in the public park say 
the deal sets a dangerous 
precedent for future devel-
opment projects.

“I have been against 
housing in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park since I ran for the City 
Council,” said Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Brooklyn 
Heights), who cast the lone 
vote against the plan. “To-
day’s vote by the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Corporation 
was on the issue of housing 
at Pier 1 and I voted my con-
science.”

Continued from page 3 

Continued from page 3 

Toll Bros.

Park
of priorities and these parks 
are not priorities.”

Financial mismanage-
ment and planning gaffes 
have also stood in the way of 
both planned open spaces.

Bloomberg offi cials orig-
inally valued one site on 
the southern edge of the 28-
acre Bushwick Inlet Park 
at about $12 million, but a 
judge ruled that the area’s 
residential rezoning meant 
its value was almost eight 
times higher. 

The city eventually 
settled with the property 
owner and bought the par-
cel for about $93 million, ac-
cording to court papers and 
Council testimony.

Last year, the city in-
formed N. 10th Street prop-
erty owner Norm Brodsky 
that  it doesn’t have the funds 
to purchase his lot , which has 
been rezoned for parkland.

City offi cials blamed 
Kent Avenue property own-
ers for highballing the ad-
ministration and rejected 
calls to seize the properties 
by eminent domain.

“The last conversation 
we had didn’t leave us very 
optimistic,” said Carolee 
Fink, senior advisor to Dep-
uty Mayor Robert Steel.

Money to build a park at 
Commercial Street dried up 
too.

In 2007, city budget hawks 
removed $13 million of the 
$14 million allocated to the 
park’s development, funnel-
ing the money toward other 
projects.

A deal to move MTA ve-
hicles stored at the Com-
mercial Street lot also fell 
apart when the Department 
of Transportation  refused 
to house the cars and buses 
on its South Williamsburg 
property .

PARK AND RIDE: North Brooklyn residents swarm a City Council 
hearing last Thursday. 

PAYING THE TOLL: Regina 
Myer says apartments and a 
hotel will help fund Brooklyn 
Bridge Park. 
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place for the splash fi ghts.
“I have nothing against 

kids playing with water bal-
loons, but it shouldn’t be in 
the area with the toddlers,” 
said Abby Wolfson, a mother 
of a 9-month-old who started 
a lively discussion of the is-
sue on a local listserv, where 
other moms and dads ac-
cused her of being a “helicop-
ter parent.”

Less-worried parents say 
the broken water balloons 
are just another example of 
would-be hazards that those 
caring for toddlers can never 
truly eliminate.

“When you are a fi rst-
time parent, I understand 

why it might concern you,” 
said Liliana Arzate, in the 
playground with her chil-
dren, ages 9, 6, and 3. “But I 
bring my kids here because 
they like the water.”

Wolfson scoffed at the no-
tion that she is being overpro-
tective — saying that when 
the rubber hits the road, it’s 
better to be safe than sorry.

“I’m a big believer in 
bumped heads and skinned 
knees, but it’s my responsi-
bility to make sure my kid 
isn’t putting garbage and 
things she can choke on in 
her mouth,” she said. “Maybe 
we could have a sign that 
says, ‘Please keep water bal-
loons out of the toddler area,’ 
and have another that says, 
‘Please clean up.’ ”

A spokeswoman from the 
Parks Department said there 
are no restrictions on water 
balloon use in city parks, 
and would not say whether 
the city will consider adding 
signs to the tot lot.

Continued from cover

Baloons

That didn’t stop gay-rights 
advocates from slamming the 
freshman.

“It’s surprising that he 
would want to start off his 
career on the wrong side of 
history — and to the right of 
[former Vice President] Dick 
Cheney,” said Matthew Mc-
Morrow, the co-president of 
Lambda Independent Demo-
crats of Brooklyn, the bor-
ough’s leading lesbian and 
gay rights advocacy group. 

New York became the 
largest state to legalize same-
sex marriage last year, when 
the majority-Republican state 
senate voted 33–29 in favor of 
it.

But Storobin — who beat 
Councilman Lew Fidler (D-
Marine Park) in their closely 
watched race to replace pris-
on-bound ex-pol Carl Kruger 
— said the state changed the 
defi nition of marriage when 
it allowed same-sex nuptials, 
and that goes against his and 
his constituents’ religions.

“The government has 
thrust upon the people of this 
state a defi nition of marriage 
that violates their religious 

and personal moral beliefs,” 
 Storobin wrote in his bill , 
which calls marriage between 
a man and a woman “the bed-
rock of our civil society.”

Same-sex marriage oppo-
nents are cheering the bill.

“It’s fantastic that he’s do-
ing this,” said Rabbi Joseph 
Friedman, the leader of Jews 
for Morality, a Midwood-
based group. “A majority of 
the constituents in his dis-
trict do not want homosexual 
marriage.”

Yet experts said the pro-
posal is dead on arrival be-
cause it won’t pass the Repub-
lican-controlled senate and 
has no companion bill in the 
left-leaning assembly. Both 
chambers would have to pass 
the legislation, which would 
then have to be signed into 
law by Gov. Cuomo, a staunch 
supporter of same-sex mar-
riage.

A fellow legislator said the 
law won’t come to a vote.

“We’re not moving back-
wards,” said state Sen. Eric 
Adams (D–Flatbush), one of 
eight borough senators who 
voted to legalize same-sex 
marriage. 

But political analysts say 
that even if Storobin fails, he 
will still earn political points 
with voters in his race for the 

Super Jewish district, which 
encompasses Midwood, Bor-
ough Park, and Kensington.

“His bill is entirely di-
rected to the Orthodox com-
munity and more conserva-
tive voters,” said veteran 
politico Hank Sheinkopf. 
“For very religious voters it’ll 
show that he’s on their politi-
cal wavelength.”

Storobin is squaring off 
against Democrat Simcha 
Felder,  a former Borough 
Park councilman  who left of-
fi ce to work for Comptroller 
John Liu’s offi ce in 2010.

Storobin, the vice presi-
dent of the Kings County Re-
publican Party, can’t seek 
reelection because the state 
approved new district lines 
earlier this year that divvied 
up Kruger’s old stomping 
grounds between two bor-
ough lawmakers and the new 
Borough Park seat.

The Soviet-born attorney 
beat Fidler  by 13 votes  in the 
closest election in Brooklyn’s 
history earlier this month. 

Kruger resigned from the 
seat in December hours be-
fore pleading guilty to accept-
ing $1 million in bribes from 
developers and lobbyists. His 
seven-year prison sentence is 
 scheduled to start on June 26 . 

— with Eli Rosenberg 

Continued from cover

Starobin

owner Jamie Vipond, who 
also runs  Alma  on Colum-
bia Street.

The menu features a 
pound-and-a-half of grilled 
or steamed lobster ($29), 
the same amount of snow 
crab for ($29), and Little-
neck clams with chipotle or 

lemon parsley ($10).
The low-key restaurant 

is decked out with picnic 
tables, beer lamps, and 
nautical-themed wall deco-
rations, as well as beach-y 
entertainment such as 
horseshoes and bocce.

The games give fami-
lies activities while they 
wait — and should come 
in handy considering last 
week’s three hour lines, 

Vipond said. 
Seafoodies can catch 

the shuttle from the Car-
roll Street subway station 
to the restaurant, where the 
small-town vibe is alive in 
the city.

“It’s nothing too fancy 
— it’s just kinda fun and 
funky,” Vipond said.

Brooklyn Crab [24 Reed 
St. at Van Brunt Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 643–2722].

Continued from cover

Crabshack

nally swayed the city after 
2010 Census data proved 
the area has experienced 
a population surge and 
now needs streets that are 
friendlier for pedestrians.

In one 15-block stretch 
between Humboldt Street 
and Metropolitan, Meeker, 
and Kingsland avenues, the 
population skyrocketed 45.8 
percent to 3,318 people. In 
another plot between Man-
hattan Avenue and Hum-
boldt, Richardson, and De-
voe streets, the number of 
residents rose 18.7 percent 
to 2,645 people.

Those newcomers — 
along with longtime neigh-
borhood residents — cross 

Woodpoint Road regularly 
to shop at a Bravo Super-
market on the corner, ac-
cording to Cianciotta.

“When Guido and I go 
to the supermarket, Guido 
would have to look to the 
right and I would have to 
look to the left,” she said. 
“It’s diffi cult to cross if 
you’re going alone — you 
don’t know which way to 
look.”

Department of Trans-
portation offi cials say they 
installed the light — which 
is equipped with a count-
down clock giving pedes-
trians 13 seconds to cross 
Woodpoint Road — after 
conducting a study at the 
intersection in February 
following a request by Com-
munity Board 1.

Public offi cials said it 

was time for the corner to 
slow down.

“Woodpoint and With-
ers is a very dangerous 
spot and it’s only become 
more dangerous as our 
community grows,” said 
Assemblyman Joe Lentol 
(D–Greenpoint), who wrote 
several letters endorsing 
the light. “This will pro-
vide for safer streets for ev-
eryone.”

But the Cianciottas 
aren’t done fi ghting for pe-
destrian safety yet. The 
couple wants another traf-
fi c light on Humboldt and 
Withers streets — a sema-
phore they have been re-
questing since 1983.

“That’s still in the 
works,” Cianciotta said. 
“We’re still hoping to get 
that.”

Continued from cover

Stoplight

WATER BALLOON WORRIES: 
Abby Wolfson fears her baby 
will eat broken water balloons.
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PUTT-PUTT: Jamie offers mini golf at his new three-story seafood restaurant in Red Hook.
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CELEBRATING 30 YEARS!

Sun., June 24th @ 4pm, Brian Monaghan

Fri., June 29th @ 9:30pm, Full Disclosure

Sat., June 30th @ 9pm, DJ Chris Chirantano

LIVE 
MUSIC

NIGHTLY SPECIALS

Look For Our
GUEST BARTENDERS

Starting June 28th 

SUNDAY BRUNCH
Choice of Appetizer,

Entree & a Bloody Mary, 
Mimosa or Screwdiver, 
Coffee or Tea & Rolls 

$18.95

PUB MENU
Available Everyday @ 3pm 

in the Bar Area 
(Except Saturday)

Live Music For June
Every Friday Night @ 6pm

Live Jazz featuring
The Joe Guccardi Band

Irish Night Start July 3rd
Then Every Following

Wednesday Night Featuring
Jerry Hughs Band

Corned Beef & Cabbage is Back On Wednesday Night

– Remember Take-Out Is Always Available –
Please call for more information, menus & to make reservations

Beach 210 St., Rockaway Pt. Blvd., Breezy Point, NY

Thursday: Steak & Ale
Different Specialty Cuts 

of Meat with an Ale

Every Tuesday 
& Sunday Evening

Classic Roast Loin of Pork $20

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE
FOR PICK UP
OR DELIVERY

718-253-7117
www.nickslobster.com

Exit 11N 
Off Belt Pkwy

Dine in only. 

Restaurant 
  & Seafood Market

All major Credit 
Cards Accepted

Take-out Orders Welcome
Gift Certifi cates Available For All Occasions

We Are Open 7 Days A Week 
Lunch And Dinner

Fresh Seafood Market:
Live Maine Lobsters & Fresh Fish Daily

2777 Flatbush Ave.
Plenty of FREE Parking

EVERY THURSDAY 
LIVE MUSIC 

WITH MAURICE 
ON VOCALS

WEDNESDAYS 
50% OFF 

RAW BAR & 
BEER SPECIAL

DELIVERY AVAILABLE FROM 11AM
CALL US AT 718�499�2800

 P A R K  S L O P E   N E W  Y O R K

VOTED BEST NEW SANDWICH SHOP 
2012 BY METROMIX NY

the Prospect Park West lane 
was created — not other bike 
lanes in Park Slope,” said 
Louise Hainline of Neigh-
bors for Better Bike Lanes, 
which  last year sued the city 
over the Prospect Park West 
bike lane .

The plan comes on the 
heels of two other city proj-
ects that bike boosters say in-
dicate the controversial path 
is here to stay:  the installa-
tion of cement pedestrian is-
lands  on Prospect Park West 
and a  new two-way bike lane 
on Plaza Street West  that 
links to the path.

A spokeswoman for 
the city offered few details 
about the new plan, saying 
only that “the agency will be 
 presenting a proposal to the 
community board .”

Continued from page 3 

Bikes

A Photo Finish 
Every Time
We promise fast, neat 
and professional service 
with flawless results.

Interior & exterior painting
Commercial & residential
Power washing
Landscape design available
Clean ups & clean outs

Let us assist you in choosing 
the perfect colors for every room.

Ricky’s 
Painters
347-481-2684
Serving All Brooklyn

The source for news in your neighborhood:











You need them just as
much as they 
need you.
Adopt
Volunteer
Donate

nycacc.org.  �  Facebook.com/NYCACC  �  @NYCACC

For more information,
locations and hours, please
visit nycacc.org.


