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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Tree lovers on Bedford Avenue 
are hunting a pair of arbor slash-

ers who allegedly chopped down 
dozens of maples then tossed 

them into a wood-chipper and 
drove away in a car with an ob-

scured license plate.
The chainsaw-wielding tree-kill-

ers cut through a fence then chopped 
down 45 shrubs and trees — some 

of them 30 feet tall — inside a gated 
garden near Park Place on June 17, 
according to neighbors who snapped 
photographic evidence of the slaugh-
ter.

The man-on-tree violence out-
rages neighbors, who say the green-
space is a comforting and much-
loved community meet-up spot that 
was  gifted to residents of nearby 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Religious leaders are lashing 

out against Borough President 
Markowitz’s decision to appoint a 
controversial Arab-American ac-
tivist to a neighborhood advisory 
panel, claiming that a woman 
who has admitted her relatives 
have connections to Islamic ex-
tremist groups should not have 
been given the post.

Markowitz named Linda Sar-
sour, an outspoken 

critic of Israel 
whose relatives 
have been ar-
rested for sup-
porting the 
Islamic fun-
d a m e n t a l i s t 
group Hamas 

— which calls 
for the destruc-

tion of the Jewish 
state — as one of three new re-
placements to Community Board 
10, which represents Bay Ridge 
and Dyker Heights. 

The news didn’t sit well with 
some in Bay Ridge.

“It would have been more ad-
visable to fi nd someone who has 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Vagrancy at a Bay Ridge park 

is so bad that outraged residents 
say they would lock it up at night 
themselves — if they could fi nd 
the key.

Residents say homeless peo-
ple get drunk and urinate in the 
shadow of a public World War 
I memorial on summer nights, 
leaving used cups, beer cans, 

paper bags, and other debris be-
hind.

“It’s just too many people 
gathering there, drinking, creat-
ing garbage, and other unsani-
tary releases,” said Liz Lee, who 
works at Tony’s Market near the 
triangular greenspace at the cor-
ner of Fourth and Fifth avenues 
between 94th and 95th streets.

Continued on Page 15
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P’Park signals 
favor cyclists

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
The city is giving Prospect 

Park cyclists the green light — lit-
erally.

Stoplights on the park’s loop 
will remain green during all car-
free hours unless pedestrians 
press buttons to activate reds in 
a new street set-up intended to 
bring order to the sometimes-cha-
otic roadway.

The push-button system means 
cyclists won’t need to come to a 
halt at desolate intersections — 
and pedestrians will gain a sense 
of control at crosswalks, pedal-
pushers and park offi cials say.

“[It’s] another great step to-
wards increasing predictabil-
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GREEN MEANS GO: Street lights will stay green during all car-free hours in Prospect Park — until pedestrians press a 
button to change the signal. 

Ridge: Lock our park ‘Arborcide’ at garden

‘Hamas’ 
heat over 
Beep pick

BIKES GET THE 
GREEN LIGHT
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CHOPPED: This man killed dozens of trees 
inside a gated garden, neighbors say.

Continued on Page 15
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BY ALFRED NG
Get ready for an early 

lunch: the Nathan’s Fa-
mous International Hot 
Dog-Eating Championship 
will start at noon, not 3 pm, 
as planners had previously 
announced.

The world’s foremost dis-
play of professional gluttony 
will begin at its traditional 
12 pm start time rather 
than the later time slot in-
tended to keep the July 4 
competition from bumping 
up against ESPN’s special 
coverage of Wimbledon dur-
ing Queen Elizabeth II’s 
60th year on the throne.

That 3 pm start time may 
have been perfect for TV, 
but it would have coincided 
with a Brooklyn Cyclones 
home game — potentially 
drawing a crowd too large 
for police in Coney Island to 
safely control, contest pro-
moters said.

Ever the optimist, Ma-
jor League Eating president 
George Shea sees the sched-
uling switcheroo as proof of 
the People’s Playground’s 
growing popularity.

“What this shows is the 
remarkable success of Co-
ney Island,” said Shea.

The contest will be 
streamed live online at noon 
at ESPN3.com, which is only 
available to web users who 
subscribe to an ESPN-affi li-
ated Internet service.

 The competition will 
also air at 3 pm on ESPN. A 
spokesperson for the NYPD 
did not immediately respond 
to inquiries about crowds 
infl uencing the start time.

No matter when the 
feeding frenzy begins, this 
year’s hot dog-eating con-
test will be one for the ages.

A victory would give 
reigning chomp-ion Joey 
“Jaws” Chestnut his sixth-
straight Mustard Belt — tie-
ing the record set by his 
arch-nemesis, the legendary 
eater Takeru Kobayashi.

After  fi rst defeating a 
seemingly unbeatable Ko-
bayashi in 2007  when the 
Japanese eater was suffering 

from jawthritis, the mouth 
from San Jose has become 
the dominant force in com-
petitive eating by shatter-
ing existing records with 66 
HDBs (hot dogs and buns) in 
2007 and 68 in 2009.

Following three straight 
defeats in Coney Island, Ko-
bayashi stopped competing 
at Nathan’s, citing a contract 
dispute, and was arrested 
when he rushed the stage in 
2010 — but last year he set a 
contested world record with 
69 HDBs in a solo demonstra-
tion at a Manhattan rooftop. 
This year, Kobayashi will 
compete in an independent 
July 4 contest at the Bush-
wick pizzeria Roberta’s that’s 
 sponsored by the hip hot dog 
shop Crif Dogs .

Chestnut is already con-
sidered among history’s 
greatest competitive eaters 
— and a sixth-straight vic-
tory would leave him in po-
sition to surpass Kobayashi 

as the winningest mandible 
ever to bite into a hot dog.

But this year won’t be a 
picnic for Chestnut, espe-
cially with Patrick “Deep 
Dish” Bertoletti chomping 
at the bits.

“I just need to push my-
self a little more,” said Ber-
toletti, who fi nished second 
last year with 53 HDBs. “I 
have equal stomach capac-
ity with Chestnut, and if I 
show up and it’s my day, I 
can beat him.”

Even with the odds 
stacked against him, Berto-
letti is happy to be the big-
gest obstacle between Chest-
nut and hot dog history.

“I’m as confi dent as I’ve 
ever been,” Bertoletti said. 
“If Chestnut’s going to lose, 
this is gonna be the year.”

But Chestnut doesn’t 
sound scared — the typi-
cally reticent eater has even 
taken to Twitter to  taunt his 
closest rival .

“We should do a banish-
ment contest, loser never 
competes again,” he said, be-
fore making a remark about 
Bertoletti’s private parts 
that cannot be published in 
a family newspaper.

Hot dog contest start time changed … again

CHOMP CHAMPIONS: (Above) 
Joey Chestnut won his fi fth Na-
than’s Famous Hot Dog Eating 
Championship last year. (Left) 
Patrick “Deep Dish” Bertoletti 
is nipping at his heels.  

Nathan’s dog day 
moves to noon
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Brooklyn’s shipping con-

tainer bazaar must move to 
make way a long-planned 
skyscraper — months before 
the leases of many of its arti-
sans and eateries expire.

Downtown developers 
say DeKalb Market, a col-
lection of more than 30 food, 
clothing, and gift boutiques 
working out of freight con-
tainers on a Willoughby 
Street lot, must vacate the 
property by October so the 
long-stalled City Point mega-
development can fi nally 
break ground.

Merchants always knew 
they would eventually get 
booted from the space to 
make room for the planned 
housing and retail complex, 
which is replacing the Albee 
Square Mall and could one 
day boast Brooklyn’s tallest 
building — but few expected 
that would happen before 
their leases run up at the end 
of December.

“It’s been a roller-
coaster,” said Allison Robi-
celli, who co-owns Robicel-
li’s, a cupcake and brownie 

shop. “We felt like we were 
going to get more notice to 
plan for the future.”

Urban Space, the group 
that operates the shipping 
container shopping center, 
sent a letter to merchants 
informing them they will 
get the boot last week and 
promised to move them to a 
nearby location.

It is unclear where that 
new location will be.

Market organizers did 

not return calls for com-
ment, but last month a 
spokeswoman for the trendy 
souk said they had been ex-
pecting to receive a notice of 
eviction.

The builders behind the 
City Point project — which 
received $20 million in bonds 
from the federal stimulus 
package — said the market 
must move because they re-
cently forged an agreement 
with the department store 

 Century 21 to open a shop in 
their development .

“[The decision] was really 
driven by the commitment 
of Century 21 and the hous-
ing developers to the site,” 
said project spokesman Tom 
Montvel-Cohen, whose com-
pany Washington Square 
Partners is developing the 
site along with Acadia Realty 
Trust. “DeKalb Market was 
an interim use of the area, 
but it’s been a great thing to 
bring people Downtown and 
attract them to the area.”

So great in fact that some 
Brooklynites are lamenting 
the pending closure of the 
market, which they said was 
just hitting its stride with 
the addition of new vendors, 
more events, and a license to 
sell beer and wine. 

“This place is just coming 
alive and turning into a desti-
nation,” said Julie Marlowe, 
who works at an industrial 
design fi rm nearby. “These 
are unique small businesses 
that I’d much rather support 
— I’m not sure what a big re-
tail mall will be to the neigh-
borhood.”

BY ALFRED NG
An iconic but long-

closed Brooklyn Heights 
hotel will return as high-
class resting place for 
tourists after a nearly 
three-decade hiatus if de-
veloper David Bistricer 
gets his way.

Montague Street’s 
Bossert Hotel building 
will go from housing for 
visiting Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses to lodging for va-
cationers under a planned 
renovation that will turn 
the landmarked building 
into an elegant 302-room 
hotel with a “neighbor-
hood feel,” developers say.

“It’s such a jewel of 
a hotel, and it’ll bring a 
restaurant and a roof-top 
lounge, which I think will 
be a tremendous asset 
to the community,” said 
Kathleen Cudahy, a repre-
sentative for the builder.

Bistricer is purchas-
ing the property from the 
Watchtower Bible and 
Tract Society, but the cost 
of the sale remains un-
clear.

His spokeswoman says 
its current stewards have 
kept the building in great 
shape since they took it 
over in 1983, but he in-
tends on making some big 
changes including add-
ing the eatery, the roof-
top bar, and 78 new guest 
rooms.

The plan has won the 
support of Community 
Board 2’s land-use and ex-
ecutive committees and 
will now go before the 
Board of Standards and 
Appeals — an obscure but 

powerful city agency.
Bistricer hopes to be-

gin construction this fall 
and open to guests late 
next year with rooms 
priced at around $250 per 
night.

Both Brooklyn Heights 
residents and businesses 
are eager to see the “Wal-
dorf-Astoria of Brooklyn” 
return to America’s fi rst 
suburb.

“I’m excited — my 
parents come to visit and 
they never have a place to 
stay,” said hotel neighbor 
Ashley Phyfe.

Joe Secondino, who 
co-owns the Heights Cafe 
across the street from 
the Bossert Hotel, said he 
hopes an infl ux of tourists 
will mean more business.

But some fear a bus-
tling hotel will bring 
noise and taxi cab traf-
fi c to one of the borough’s 
more quiet neighborhoods 
— especially when the 
rooftop lounge opens for 
business.

“I used to live in Man-
hattan, and [Brooklyn 
Heights] is just so much 
more personal,” said San-
dra Kamerman. “It’s been 
residential and quiet here, 
but it’s become more and 
more Manhattan-like.”

The hotel building is 
the latest major Brooklyn 
real estate holding sold 
off by the Watchtower So-
ciety, which has thinned 
its substantial portfolio 
by dropping a number of 
properties near its head-
quarters in DUMBO and 
Brooklyn Heights over the 
past decade. 

SHIPPED OUT: Akua Brabham, who has run her business out of the 
DeKalb Market since last fall, said the souk is closing too soon. 

GLAMOROUS MAKEOVER: The Bossert Hotel will reopen with a 
posh restaurant that may look something like this rendering.

Bossert will be 
a hotel again

Shipping container bazaar booted

Fish kisses
Thousands of scantily clad revelers, including kissable mermaids Wendy and Elizabeth Morrison, fl ocked to the 30th annual Mer-
maid Parade in Coney Island last Saturday. See page 7 for more. 
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A community panel 

wants to make Bay Ridge 
and Dyker Heights more 
bike friendly — but on its 
own terms.

Community Board 10’s 
Traffi c and Transporta-
tion committee voted 6–1 
to bring more bike lanes 
to car-clogged Bay Ridge 
and Dyker Heights, but the 
group wants to throw away 
and re-draw the city’s cur-
rent bike lane plan for the 
area.

The city wants to put 
bike lanes on Fort Ham-
ilton Parkway, Bay Ridge 
Parkway, and Ridge Boule-
vard, but board members 
shot down all but one of the 
routes.

Instead, the commit-
tee voted to have two-way 
bike lanes on one side of 
Fort Hamilton Parkway be-
tween 84th and 101st streets 
as well as the entire length 
of Sixth, 11th, and Marine 
avenues. 

The group also called 
for one-way lanes on 68th 

Street from Sixth Avenue 
to Shore Road and on 72nd 
Street from Shore Road to 
Sixth Avenue. 

Committee chairman 
Brian Kieran said the new 
pedal paths were necessary 
to link bicycle routes on 
Seventh Avenue and Shore 
and Colonial roads with the 
rest of the borough’s bike 
lane network.  

“The biggest complaint 
about the bike network is the 
omissions,” Kieran said.

CB10 hasn’t always  been 
open to bringing bike lanes 
to the neighborhood . 

Last year, the panel re-
jected the city’s plan to put 
a bike lane on Bay Ridge 
Parkway.

Yet last Thursday’s vote 
shows that board members 
are rounding the bend on 
bike lanes.

Even bike lane critic 
Allen Bortnick said bike 
lanes were necessary, but 
shouldn’t be on major thor-
oughfares. 

Still, he refused to vote 
for new bike lanes.

“This is not Holland. In 
this city, time means money 
and New York needs its cars 
and needs to transport them 
from one place to another as 
fast as they can,” said Bort-
nick.

But bike lane supporter 
Bob Hudock slammed Bort-
nick’s comments. 

“If you think packing 
more and more cars onto 
the street makes a city 
great, move to Houston,” 
Hudock argued.

The committee will sub-
mit its plan to the full board 
in September, but the city 
may ignore the committee’s 
recommendations, since 
the group’s role is strictly 
advisory. 

The committee’s deci-
sion comes after state sen-
ate candidate Andrew Gou-
nardes — who plans to run 
against state Sen. Marty 
Golden (R–Bay Ridge) in 
tha fall — said  he would 
like to connect Bay Ridge 
and Dyker Heights  to the 
rest of the borough’s bicycle 
network. 

Community wants its own bike lane plan

LANE GAIN: A neighborhood panel wants to bring more bike lanes to Bay Ridge and Dyker Heights — 
but only if the group chooses where the bike lanes will go. 
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VISIT OUR STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY
HEALTHQUEST stands at the forefront in providing 
quality healthcare services tailor-made for patients 
to restore and maintain their health, performance 
skills, and levels of function.

TREATMENTS OFFERED:

 www.HQBK.com

“When Life Really Matters”

718.769.2521 3500 Nostrand Ave. 
(between Ave. U & Ave. V)

BY MOSES JEFFERSON
Rep. Nydia Velazquez 

had no trouble defeating 
three Democratic rivals 
including City Council-
man Erik Dilan — secur-
ing her party’s nomination 
and a near-guaranteed 
eleventh House term.

Early returns show 
Velazquez winning eas-
ily with 61 percent of 
votes in the district, 
which stretches from Wil-
liamsburg, Greenpoint, 
and Bushwick along the 
waterfront to DUMBO, 
Brooklyn Heights, Cobble 
Hill, the Columbia Street 
Waterfront District, Red 
Hook, and Sunset Park, 
as well as parts of Queens 
and Manhattan.

Dilan, her closest rival, 
managed to pull in only 26 
percent of votes,  accord-
ing to NY1 .

Political newcomer 
and Manhattan economist 
Dan O’Connor received 
10 percent of votes, while 
professor and Sunset Park 
district leader George 
Martinez snagged 3 per-
cent of ballots.

Though she easily 
bested Dilan on election 
night, the pair ran a con-
tentious race. 

The Bushwick Coun-
cilman bashed Velazquez 
for opposing a law that 
protects loft-dwelling 
Brooklynites, while the 
Congresswoman — who 
boasted big endorsements 
from President Obama, 
Gov. Cuomo, and Sen. 
Chuck Schumer (D–Park 
Slope) — accused her foe 
of being a lackey to infl u-
ential Assemblyman and 
Democratic party boss 
Vito Lopez.

BY DANIEL BUSH
He’s our new Towns!
Assemblyman Hakeem 

Jeffries pasted Councilman 
Charles Barron in a con-
gressional primary fi ght to 
succeed Rep. Ed Towns — 
and almost certainly repre-
sent more than a third of the 
borough in Congress — on 
Tuesday night by snagging 
72 percent of the vote, early 
returns show.

With 98 percent of the 
precincts reporting in 
the horeshoe-shaped dis-
trict that includes Brook-
lyn Heights, Fort Greene, 
Clinton Hill, and Bedford-
Stuyvesant — as well as 
several southern Brooklyn 
neighborhoods once led by 
sexting-scandal-scarred 
Rep. Anthony Weiner — the 
Albany legislator received 
more than 25,000 votes, ac-
cording to WNYC radio. 

Barron, a former Black 
Panther who represents 
East New York and Canar-
sie, pulled in just more than 

10,000 votes, records show.
Jeffries said he was over-

joyed by the outcome.
“All the political pundits 

said this was going to be a 
close race, but all across the 
district, from Bed-Stuy to 
Brighton Beach, the people 
spoke in one loud voice,” Jef-
fries told more than 200 sup-
porters at a victory party at 
Sanders Studios NYC, a per-
formance space in Clinton 
Hill. “I’m going to Washing-
ton to do the people’s busi-
ness.”

Jeffries said that his sup-
port came from all over the 
district, which grew expo-
nentially during Albany’s 
latest redistricting session.

“There is not a single 
community that we didn’t 
do well in,” he said.

Barron couldn’t say the 
same — nor would he con-
gratulate Jeffries on his 
win.

“At the risk of sounding 
like a sore loser there will 
be no congratulatory state-

ments made to the opposi-
tion tonight,” a terse Bar-
ron told his campaign staff 
at Sistas’ Place in Bedford-
Stuyvesant as he blamed 
the New York democratic 
leadership and the media 
for his downfall.

Barron, who never iden-
tifi ed Jeffries by name, said 
the Assemblyman attacked 
his campaign at every turn.

“The way the campaign 
was run, and the things 
they did to character as-
sassinate us, for the oppo-

nent not to stand up and 
say ‘I have enough money, 
I have enough backing to 
win, don’t do that to another 
black man in front of the en-
tire nation,’” said Barron. 
“For the opponent not to do 
that shows a lack of charac-
ter.”

State lawmakers re-
mapped Towns’s district 
this spring, adding Sheep-
shead Bay, Mill Basin, and 
several other right-leaning 
Southern Brooklyn neigh-

ALL SMILES: Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries was grinning from 
ear to ear after trouncing Democratic primary rival Councilman 
Charles Barron at the polls. 

BIG WIN: Rep. Nydia Velazquez, 
pictured after a bowling vic-
tory, was also celebrating on 
election night. 

Landslide! Jeffries 
trounces Barron 

Velazquez victorious

Continued on Page 15
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BY DANIEL BUSH
It’s a cat-tastrophe!
A cat hoarder who once 

claimed that she would 
rather be homeless than 
part with her 45 kitties 
is being booted from her 
Brighton Beach apartment 
— even after she took dras-
tic steps to downsize her 
massive colony of kitties.

Barbara Berger said she 
never wanted to part with 
her four-legged friends, but 
reversed course when she 
was given a court-ordered 
deadline to get rid of all but 
two of the cats that roamed 
her tiny one-bedroom apart-
ment by May 13.

Berger — who pays just 
$153 a month for her rent-
stabilized home — whittled 
her brood down to a black 
cat named Elvira she found 
hiding underneath a shop-
ping cart in Sheepshead 
Bay and a shy Calico named 
Cali, but not by the dead-

line, according to her friend 
Andrew Kent. 

Berger has to move out 
of her Coney Island Avenue 
apartment by July 31, Kent 
said.

“If she doesn’t fi nd a new 

apartment she could wind 
up homeless,” Kent said.

Berger says she doesn’t 
know where she will go.

“I need to fi nd a new 
home,” she said. “I’m really 
disappointed.”

Berger moved into her 
apartment near Neptune 
Avenue with just 15 cats in 
2007 but the number quickly 
grew to 45 as she took in 
strays from the street and 
accepted unwanted kittens 
from neighbors and friends. 
Her landlord, Herald Realty 
Group,  threatened to evict 
her  if she didn’t get rid of 
her cats.

Berger unloaded her pets 
with the help of Petco and 
the Brooklyn Rescue Um-
brella, whose founder put 22 
of the cats up for adoption 
before  having a falling out 
with Berger  in April.

Berger said she gave 
the rest of her cats away to 
friends.

“I felt so bad for them 
all of them,” Berger said. “I 
didn’t want to give up my 
cats.” 

Herald Realty Group did 
not return calls seeking 
comment.

BY COLIN MIXSON
If you can’t beat ’em, 

help ’em fi nd a buyer.
Flatlands residents are 

so desperate to put the ki-
bosh on a proposed Fos-
ter Avenue hotel they say 
will be a hooker hot spot 
that they’ve agreed to fi nd 
someone to buy the prop-
erty from the developer 
— a buyer willing to shell 
out the $1.2 million the de-
veloper has already put 
into the property. 

Roy McKenzie, a real-
tor and president of the 
E. 59th Street Block As-
sociation, said he’s gotten 
Danny Mehtah, co-owner 
of the planned hotel be-
tween E. 58th and E. 59th 
streets, to stop him and 
his partners from moving 
forward with the contro-
versial project — a can of 
worms that has fueled let-
ter-writing campaigns to 
City Hall and speculation 
that the establishment 
could become a magnet 
for vagrants and degener-
ates because of its out-of-
the-way location. 

“The area where they 
want to put the hotel is sur-
rounded by junkyards,” 
said McKenzie. “Nobody’s 
going to come there except 
for prostitutes and drug 
dealers.” 

Mehtah, who has re-
futed claims that he’s open-
ing a hotel with hourly 
rates, said he’s given 
community residents 90 
days to fi nd a buyer for 
the property. If one can’t 
be found by then, shovels 
will begin going into the 
ground, he promised.

“If they can’t sell it, I’ll 
resume construction,” he 
said.

Mehtah added that he 
wasn’t aware of the com-
munity’s objections to 
his plans until he’d sunk 
more than $1 million into 
the project. He said he 
halted construction after 
Councilman Jumaane 
Williams (D–Canarsie) 
and others told him that 
he could recoup his in-
vestment.

“I’m relying on them, 
because I’m not a realtor,” 
he said.

But it may be diffi cult 
fi nding a buyer willing to 

pay more than $1.2 million 
for the property, which is 
about the size of one and 
a half football fi elds. Meh-
tah purchased the land 
for about $700,000, and 
says that he’s already put 
in more than $3,000 in ar-
chitect and construction 
fees.

Stefan Ringel, a spokes-
man for Councilman 
Williams, said the job of 
fi nding a buyer willing to 
develop along community-
approved guidelines is 
moving along just fi ne.

“The community has 
identifi ed a number of 
businesses that they’re at-
tempting to reach out to in 
the hopes that they’ll be 
interested in coming in 
and bringing the type of 
business the community 
thinks makes sense,” he 
said. 

Ringel added that big 
names like Golden Crust, 
Chuck E Cheese, CVS, Rite 
Aid, and Payless would be 
more than welcome to set 
up shop on Foster Avenue.

If a new buyer isn’t 
found, Williams promised 
to fi ght on unless Mehtah 
and his partners have a 
change of heart.

“The objective is not to 
get a hotel built,” Williams 
said, adding that hotels on 
strips more commercial 
than Foster Avenue have 
failed to succeed — rais-
ing questions about how 
Mehtah plans to boost 
their bottom line.

“None of those hotels 
have been sustained on 
what the developers are 
saying will sustain them,” 
Williams said. 

KITTIES GALORE: Barbara Berger will need to leave her Brighton 
Beach apartment because she couldn’t cull her brood of cats be-
fore her deadline passed.  

WANNA BUY A HOTEL?: 
Councilman Jumaane Wil-
liams is trying to fi nd a buyer 
for a controversial Foster Av-
enue hotel.

Yehuda Zagelbaum, 11, rides through a massive puddle in the Marine Park parking lot near E. 32nd Street and Avenue S, which grew 
to gigantic proportions following a recent rain storm.  His father, Asher, complained that the puddle might make parking diffi cult 
on Sundays when the park tends to be most crowded, but Yehuda loved the park’s new addition.  “It’s fun,” he said. “I don’t want 
them to get rid of it. Maybe in the winter we’ll skate on it.”

Fire sale for
 ‘hot sheet’ hotel

Welcome to Marine Park lake

Brighton Beach cat hoarder evicted 
after downsizing her kitty colony
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

Kitchen Cabinets, Flooring,
Bath Vanities, Faucets,

Exterior And Interior Doors,
Locks And Much More

FREE Kitchen Layout And
Design With Purchase

FREE Faucet (Selected Styles)
With Purchase Of A Kitchen
Valued At $3,000 Or More

Kitchen Cabinets, Flooring,
Bath Vanities, Faucets,

Exterior And Interior Doors,
Locks And Much More

FREE Kitchen Layout And
Design With Purchase

FREE Faucet (Selected Styles)
With Purchase Of A Kitchen
Valued At $3,000 Or More

All specials can not be combined with any other offers.

BY DANIEL BUSH
The 30th annual Mer-

maid Parade was Dick Zi-
gun’s favorite freak fest in 
recent memory — because 
he can’t remember the last 
one.

Coney Island’s unoffi cial 
mayor said he was “dosed” 
by a fan at last year’s pa-
rade, causing him to black-
out and miss most of the 
fun when his spiked drink 
took effect. 

Yet he says he remem-
bers every minute of this 
year’s boozy mardi gras-
style festival because he 
abstained from alcohol and 
had dedicated volunteers 
taste test all of his snacks to 
make sure that they weren’t 
poisonous.

“As a result I was the 
only sober person there,” 
joked Zigun, the parade’s 
founder and the man be-

hind Sideshows by the Sea-
shore, which organizes and 
helps pay for $100,000 event, 

which is free to all revel-
ers. “I got a good look at 
the Frankenstein monster 
I created.”

Approximately 1 mil-
lion people attended Sat-
urday’s march, which 
kicked off on Surf Avenue 
at W. 21st Street, snaked its 
way through the historic 
amusement district, and 
ended with a wacky seaside 
ceremony that infused voo-
doo culture with sand-en-
crusted Coney Island corn-
ball fl avor. 

The scantily-clad pa-
rade-goers, dressed as 
mermaids, nymphs, and 
mermen, marched past a 
reviewing stand where co-
median Jackie “The Joke 
Man” Martling and former 
“Sopranos” star Annabella 
Sciorra offi ciated as King 
Neptune and Queen Mer-
maid.

DECKED OUT TO PARTY: (Above) King Neptune Jackie “The Joke Man” Martling and his Queen Mermaid 
Annabella Sciorra were treated like royalty. (Below left) KISS fan Red Raine made up her face for the oc-
casion. (Below right) Khahlindra Levister got decked out in gold.

DESIGNATED RINGLEADER: 
Mermaid Parade founder Dick 
Zigun said someone dosed his 
drink at last year’s march — so 
he wisely chose to stay sober 
at this year’s freaky festivities.

Mermaid Parade a 
party to remember
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– Remember Take-Out Is Always Available –
Please call for more information, menus & to make reservations

Beach 210 St., Rockaway Pt. Blvd., Breezy Point, NY

Celebrating 30 years!

View the most spectacular sunset in the city while 
dining at Kennedys on the Bay

Look For Our
Guest Bartenders

Starting July 5th 

Sunday Brunch
Choice of Appetizer,

Entree & a Bloody Mary, 
Mimosa or Screwdiver, 
Coffee or Tea & Rolls 

$18.95

Pub Menu
Available Everyday 

@ 3pm 
in the Bar Area 

(Except Saturday)

Corned Beef & Cabbage is Back On Wednesday Night
Thursday: Steak & Ale

Different Specialty Cuts 
of Meat with an Ale

Every Tuesday 
& Sunday Evening

Classic Roast Loin of Pork $20

Gift

Certificates

Available for 

Pick Up or 

Delivery

Live Music For June
Every Friday Night @ 6pm

Live Jazz featuring
The Joe Guccardi Band

Irish Night Start July 3rd

Then Every Following
Wednesday Night Featuring

Jerry Hughs Band

Live 
Music

Sun., July 1st Don Adamson
Sat., July 7th 2-4da  Show

Sun., July 8th Don Adamson
Thurs., July 12th Walter Enscore

♦ ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦
Enjoy 1/2 Off the Mexican side of our Menu

and cool off with 
$350 Drink Specials

Frozen Margaritas, Daiquiris, Piña Coladas, 
Sangria & Mexican Beers

Brunch Saturday & Sunday $12.50 p.p. includes Mimosa or Bloody Mary

114 Bay Ridge Ave.  718-833-8865  www.casapepe.com

Are Back 5-7PM

at the Bar on our Outdoor Garden area
with “All New” full Bar area

Are Back 5-7PM

at the Bar on our Outdoor Garden area
with “All New” full Bar area

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A Bay Ridge community 

panel slammed the brakes 
on speeding road hogs along 
86th Street by approving 
some of the traffi c-calm-
ing measures it rejected in 
the past, but the move was 
greeted by some as a road-
block to safety along the ac-
cident-prone artery respon-
sible for 34 accidents in 2010 
and 2011 — 17 of them in-
volving pedestrians.

Community Board 10 
voted overwhelmingly for 
a multi-faceted proposal 
that includes banning left-
hand turns onto Third and 
Fourth avenues from 86th 
Street, stationing a traffi c 
safety agent at Fourth Av-
enue, and installing a stop 
sign at the corner of Ridge 
Boulevard and 87th Street, 
in addition to placing 
countdown signs at cross-
walks and staggering traf-
fi c lights between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues.

The changes would help 

bolster security for both 
people and vehicles along 
one of Bay Ridge’s main 
commercial corridors, 
Traffi c and Transporta-
tion Committee Chairman 
Brian Kieran said.

“It will address the 
safety issues without a 
doubt, and bring safety to 
the corners with the most 
accidents,” he said.

But board member Bob 
Hudock, who voted against 
the effort, criticized CB10 
for not backing the city’s 
entire plan, which was pre-
sented to them in August 
and would have axed a lane 
on 86th Street in both direc-
tions — from Shore Road 
to Fourth Avenue — to ac-
commodate students from 
nearby PS 185, Adelphi 
Academy, Dimitrios and 
Georgia Kaloidis Parochial 
School, and Fort Hamilton 
High School.

“If there’s an accident by 
one of those schools, Trans-
portation is going to install 

safety measures if we like 
them or not,” he said. “It 
would’ve been better if the 
board had been more pro-
active.”

Community Board 10 
 struck down the city’s 
speed-reducing plan last 
October , and  shelved dis-
cussion  on another one in 
March. 

Car advocate Allen 
Bortnick, who opposed 
the measures and said he 
preferred other options — 
such as a four-way, two-
minute stop at Fourth 
Avenue — questioned the 
city’s blueprint.

“It is creating a road-
block on the side streets 
instead of solving the prob-
lem,” he claimed.

Kieran added that the 
Department of Transpor-
tation promised to grant 
a green light to all of the 
board’s measures, except 
for the traffi c safety agent, 
which would require police 
approval. 

Panel votes for turning bans, calmer cars

BIG CHANGES COMING: The city wants to install medians and countdown clocks — and take away two 
lanes on 86th Street between Shore Road and Fourth Avenue to slow traffi c.  

86TH ST. 
MAKEOVER
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JORDAN’S LOBSTER DOCK
New England Seafood at its Best

TAKE THE B OR Q TRAIN TO SHEEPSHEAD BAY ROAD, BKLYN NY
ON WEEKDAYS B-4 BUS TO KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY. WEEKENDS B-36 TO NOSTRAND AVE, TO B-44 TO KNAPP ST.

Market Specials and Full Menu Online

#1 Lobster Roll in NYC since 1938
Rated Excellent by ZAGAT®

3165 HARKNESS AVENUE / COR. OF 2771 KNAPP STREET 
(Exit 9 or 9A BELT PKWY Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

A Photo Finish 
Every Time
We promise fast, neat 
and professional service 
with flawless results.

Interior & exterior painting
Commercial & residential
Power washing
Landscape design available
Clean ups & clean outs

Let us assist you in choosing 
the perfect colors for every room.

Ricky’s 
Painters
347-481-2684
Serving All Brooklyn

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
It takes time to get 

over your fi rst glove — 
just ask Cyclones fi rst 
baseman Cole Frenzel.

The second-year slug-
ger has fi nally retired a 
mangled old mitt he put 
on when he started play-
ing fi rst base as a Univer-
sity of Arizona student 
in 2009 — and  managed 
to maintain ever since 
with do-it-yourself fi xes 
using tape .

Frenzel has a new 
glove in his life, but he 
still has feelings for 
the bandaged Rawl-
ings “Heart of the Hide” 
glove, which he put aside 
in spring training this 
year when the team of-
fered to buy him a new 
mitt of the same design.

“I wasn’t into it right 
away, and I was still play-
ing with the old one,” 
the North Dakota native 
said. “But I played a little 

with the new one, broke 
it in, and now it feels like 
the old one.”

Even after moving on, 
Frenzel hasn’t forgotten 

the times he shared with 
his fi rst glove — and he’s 
even gone back to the old 
mitt a few times.

“I still have it in my 

locker, and I put it in my 
bag before every game, 
and I still play with it 
once in a while,” he said.

So far Frenzel is do-
ing okay using a glove 
held together with laces 
instead of adhesive 
strips. 

He had one error in 
the fi rst ten games of 
the season, meaning 
he’ll have to play hard 
to top his performance 
last year, when he led all 
fi rst basemen in the New 
York–Penn League with 
a .997 fi elding percent-
age, committing just one 
error in 371 chances.

His play has im-
pressed Clones skipper 
Rich Donnelly.

“No one’s worked 
harder than Cole. He’s 
working on his defense, 
he’s working on his of-
fense, and he’s playing 
with confi dence,” Don-
nelly said.

Cole Frenzel fi nally gets new mitt after taping together tattered old one for years

Clones star has new glove in his life

HOLY MITT!: Frenzel has fi nally traded in his old, taped-up glove for a new 
Rawlings “Heart of the Hide.” 

GOODBYE, OLD FRIEND: First baseman Cole Frenzel has 
moved on from the glove he’s had since his freshman year 
of college. 
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For more information contact BEOC at 718-802-3330 

or admissions@beoc.cuny.edu
111 Livingston St., Brooklyn, NY 11201(entrance on Boerum Place)

ADMINISTERED BY NYCCT

There’s a GED Diploma with Your Name on it!!

State University of New York
Brooklyn Educational Opportunity Center
Administered by the New York City College of Technology (CUNY)

Our Tuition FREE
GED Preparation Makes 

The Difference!

BY ELI ROSENBERG
The foodie craze has fi nally infi l-

trated the most reluctant of groups: 
teenagers.

Kensington elementary school PS 
230 was transformed into an epicu-
rean battleground last Saturday, as 
teams of teenagers duked it out in a 
chef battle, cooking things that had 
even the most seasoned chefs in atten-
dance blinking their eyes.

“I was a little concerned when they 
told me they wanted to make salmon 
sandwiches with turkey bacon and 
truffl e oil,” said chef and organizer Ve-
ronica Guzman of the winning dish. 
“But the way that they cooked it I was 
like, ‘Oh my god, it’s really good!’ ”

The high schoolers who took part 
in the contest — in which two teams 
competed by cooking three-course 
meals they had been planning for 
weeks — are all part of Guzman’s af-
terschool program, where they learn 
critical foodie know-how, such as knife 
skills and cooking methods, as part of 
a program that seeks to sow healthy 
and conscientious eating habits in an 
age group not known for its salubrious 
behavior.

And kids have really taken to the 

lifestyle, according to Guzman.
“All these things they’re making 

in the program, you’re looking at a 
15-, 16-year-old kid, and you’re like, 
‘How do you know about all these 

things?’ ” she said. “The program 
has brought all these families to-
gether. They say, ‘When I come 
home, it feels good that my kid is 
cooking dinner’ and they know 
about budgeting and how to cook 
things that taste good and are 
healthy.”

The winning team — Team 
Purple, as the kids called them-
selves — took home all the edible 
glory with its creation, a salmon 
BLT, which was concocted under 
a strict budget of $50 and judged 
by a panel of local fi gures such 
as Councilman Brad Lander (D-
Kensington), the commanding 
offi cer of the 66th Precinct, and a 
yoga instructor.

Lander said the event was proof 
teenagers can do more than sit on 
the couch with potato chips.

“What’s so great about this is it 
takes teenagers who are typically 
junk-food denizens and it helps 
them see that they can make de-
licious and healthy food,” said 

Lander. “Really, in just a few short 
weeks, they learned an enormous 
amount — the food they cooked was 
delicious!”

Kensington teens fi nd out who chops best, and who should be chopped

WHISKED: Cassidy Pena makes a banana smoothie at the Teen 
Battle Chef competition at PS 230 last Saturday.  

FINELY DICED: Danny Suha displays some fresh-
ly chopped tomatoes for a pizza bread topping 
at the competition. 

PS 230 top chefs duke it out
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INTEGRATED

Special needs 
& typically developing

SESSIONS WILL FOCUS ON: 
Self-Care, Language, Handwriting, Motor 
Coordination, Fine Motor, Vocabulary, 
& Social Skills

Run by licensed pediatric clinicians

MONDAYS: 2 & 3 year olds
WEDNESDAYS: 4 & 5 year olds
THURSDAYS: 6 to 8 year olds
TIMES: 11AM-1PM or 3:30PM-5:30PM
ROLLING ADMISSION WILL OCCUR UNTIL 
PROGRAM REACHES CAPACITY.

WEDNESDAYS: 4 & 5 year olds
THTHURURSDSDAYAYS:S: 6 6 t too 88 year olds
TITITIMEMEMEES:S:S:S: 11 1 11A1AA1A1AMM-M-MM-M 1P1P1P1PMMMMMM M oorororroorro 333 3:3:3:3:330P0P0P0PM-M-MMM-M-5:5:5:5:::3030303033 PPMPMPMPMPMMMMMMMM
ROLROLROLROLLININLINNLINLING AG AAAAG A AGG DDMMMMMIDDMMMDMMIMMMIM SSSSSSSISSSSSISISSSSSSSSSSSSIONNOOOON WILLWWWWWILLLLLL OOL OLL OOOCCCCCUUUUCCCUCCUCUCCCUC RRRR UR UR URR UUUUNTTIINTNTNTINNTINNTIINNTTIILLLLLLLLLLLLL
PROPROROOPPROPROOOROOGRARARRAGGRAGRAAGRAGRAGRAGRAGRAMMMM RRM RM RRM RMM RM RM RRRRREEEEAEACEEACEAACEEEAACEEE CHHHHHEESSHHESHHHHHEESSHHHHHEHHHHE CACACCA CAAPAPACPACAPACPACACCCIITTTYTYITTYYIIITTYYITYYITYYYTTYY...PPRROROGRGRRAM RM RRRRREEEAACHHHHEEESS CACAPACPA ITTYYY

1651 Coney Island Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11230
Midwood Area

Contact: Dawn (718)998.1415 Ext: 127
clinicservices@omnirehab.com

DATES: JULY 9 – AUGUST 15, 2012 
TUITION: $120 FOR PROGRAM 
SNACKS: PROVIDED BY OMNI
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Homestyle Tuscan Country Cuisine
Complemented By Fine Wine And 

Old World Ambiance

TUSCAN COUNTRY CUISINE

All Major Credit Cards  Reservations Suggested
8620 Third Ave.  Bay Ridge

718.921.5633
View our menu on whosfood.com

Michelin Guide
SELECTION

‘10 ‘11 ‘12
ZAGATSURVEY
FOOD  DECOR  SERVICE

24 19   20

Open 7 Days 
For Dinner & Private Parties

DELIVERY AVAILABLE FROM 11AM
CALL US AT 718�499�2800

 P A R K  S L O P E   N E W  Y O R K

VOTED BEST NEW SANDWICH SHOP 
2012 BY METROMIX NY

2510 Coney Island Ave  Brooklyn, NY 11223  718.758.4465
Is your car feeling sluggish? It can mean one thing: It’s time to bring your car to Coney & V Auto to find out 
why and take advantage of our money $aving Coupons at the same time! We have the most modern diagnostic 
equipment and we are capable of doing wheel alignments, cleaning out engines and even doing diesel tune-ups.

Coney and V  Auto Repair
New Wipers Installed 
       $19.95 Installed
                            Most Vehicles

Cannot be combined with any other offer or coupon
Expires 7/20/2012

Coney and V  Auto Repair
Motorvac Service for

         
   

$109.95 (Gasoline) $199.95   
Motorvac Carbon clean service for gasoline and diesel 
engines professionally cleans the entire top fuel system including injectors of
your engine.  Restoring like new performance.  Recommended
for vehicles over 50,000 miles.

Gasoline or Diesel Engines
  (Diesel)

Coney and V  Auto Repair
      

          20% OFF
   

Transmission Fluid
Exchange Service
          

This service safely cleans the entire transmission fluid system
including talk converter and then refills the system with new fluid. 
                      Recommended Service every 20,000 miles

 

Coney and V  Auto Repair
Oil Change Special 

       Up to 5 Quarts  of oil

   Cannot be combined with any other offer or coupon
Expires 7/20/2012

$18.95 With this Coupon

Coney and V  Auto Repair
Front or Rear Wheel Brake Special
    $89.95 Front Brakes

$89.95 Rear Brakes

 

      
Most Cars-SUV’s and Exotic vehicles Price
may vary please ask about additional
 those vehicles.
This service is highly recommended for vehicles 

specials on

with worn brakes.

Most Cars – SUV’s and Exotic vehicles. Price may vary. Please 
ask about additional specials on those vehicles. This service is 
highly recommended for vehicles with worn brakes.

Coney and V  Auto Repair
            Motorvac Coolent Flush  
                                   $129.00
Safely and Professionaly clean the entire 
cooling system of yourvehicle and refilled 
manufacturers spec collent.   This service is 
recommended for vechiles over 50,000 miles.

Safely and Professionally clean the entire cooling system of 
your vehicle and refilled manufacturers spec coolant. This 
service is recommended for vehicles over 50,000 miles.

Motorvac Coolant Flush $129

Coney and V AUTO REPAIR
COMPLETE  D IAGNOST IC  CENTER

If you need a 
service not 

listed, please 
ask us, we 

will be More 
Than Happy to 
accommodate 

your needs 
and create 
a special 

that fits the 
needs of your 

vehicle.

PLEASE NOTE:
COUPONS 

CANNOT BE 
COMBINED
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Treatment Of:

1723 Elm Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11230 | 718.382.7755

MEDICARE
FIDELIS

and most Commercial
Plans Accepted

Viktoria Lemberikman, M.D., FABMPR
Board Certified in Physical Medicine and  Rehabilitation

www.tommasoinbrooklyn.com

Elegance without Extravagance

Price Fixed Menu $ 27.00 - 7 Days

1464 86th Street between 14th and 15th Avenues

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY DANIEL BUSH
The building blocks of 

a good education come in 
many shapes and sizes.

PS 188 students and 
parents put their con-
struction skills to the test 
at “Family Fun LEGO 
Education Day,” a June 23 
workshop centered on the 
colorful plastic pieces that 
have entertained genera-
tions of children since the 
toys were invented.

The workshop wasn’t 
all fun and games — play-
ing with LEGOs is also ed-
ucational, said event orga-
nizer Scott Krivitsky.

“LEGO requires a lot of 
critical-thinking skills,” 
said Krivitsky, a kinder-
garten teacher at the Co-
ney Island school. “The 
kids were amazing.”

More than 50 people at-
tended the event, turning 
out an array of mini cities, 

boats, and other complex 
objects.

“We build LEGO a lot 
at home,” said Tatiana Ba-
ranova, who helped her 
first-grade daughter Val-
eriya build a one-and-a-
half-foot-tall space shuttle 
complete with a nose cone 
and bright-orange rocket 
engine. “It was a lot of fun 
to do it in school.”

Rose Vega showed up 
to help her second-grade 

daughter Marlene build a 
trim white house. 

“I always go to all the 
activities they have at 
the school,” Vega said. 
“LEGOs was great.”

The event was funded 
by LEGO, which was 
started by Ole Kirk Kris-
tiansen in the Danish vil-
lage of Billund in 1932. 
The company unveiled its 
first plastic building block 
in 1949.

BUILDING BONDS: (Above) PS 188 student Iris Chan, 7, showed 
off her creation at the Family Fun Lego Education Day on June 
23. (Center) More than 50 parents, students, and staff attended 
the LEGO workshop. (Right) Domenic Kviecinskas and his mother 
Monika build a mini city. 

PS 188 hosts LEGO free-for-all
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Saying goodbye is never 

easy — especially when 
you’re going to separate 
prisons.

Disgraced ex-state sena-
tor Carl Kruger checked into 
a federal prison in Fort Dix, 
N.J., Tuesday afternoon to 
serve the seven-year sen-
tence he faces for selling al-
most $1 million worth of po-
litical favors to well-heeled 
lobbyists. 

But Michael Turano — 
his accomplice and alleged 
lover — was shipped off to 
a different correctional fa-
cility, despite requests from 
both men  that they be al-
lowed to serve their time at 
the same place. 

Following the April sen-
tencing, Manhattan Federal 
Court Judge Saul Rakoff 
forwarded a request sent 
by Kruger’s attorney Benja-
min Brafman to the Bureau of Prisons 
asking that the former pol be sent to 
Otisville along with Turano. The dis-

graced pol said he wanted to go to Otis-
ville so he could have access to kosher 
food.

Robert Katzberg, Turano’s lawyer, 
made the same request, claiming that 
the convicted gynecologist wanted to 
be close to Brooklyn so his mother, 
74-year-old Dorothy Turano, the dis-
trict manager of Community Board 
18, could visit him. Otisville is about 
70 miles away.

The federal prison in Otisville also 
happens to be on Forbes magazine’s 
list of the nation’s 10 cushiest prisons 
— a distinction not shared by the Fort 
Dix correctional facility.

The Federal Bureau of Prisons 
wouldn’t comment as to why it decided 
to disregard the judge’s recommenda-
tion, but did say that Kruger will be 
able to keep kosher in New Jersey.

“All institutions serve religiously 
appropriate food, including kosher 
food,” said a spokesman for the Bu-
reau of Prisons.

Lobbyists funneled thousands of 
dollars in payoffs to a dummy corpo-
ration that Turano founded so Kruger 
could help them on a litany of legisla-
tive matters, prosecutors claimed.

Kruger  resigned from the state sen-
ate  in December, just hours before he 
pleaded guilty to corruption charges.

Convicted ex-pol now behind bars in New Jersey big house

FROM PINSTRIPES TO PRISON STRIPES: Disgraced 
ex-pol Carl Kruger started serving his term in a federal 
prison in Fort Dix, N.J. on Tuesday. 

Kruger goes to prison

In both men and women these conditions are caused by, or worsened by, the lack of suffi cient testosterone, and 
all are almost always signifi cantly helped or eliminated by testosterone replacement. Testosterone has been available 

by prescription for fi fty-seven years. Testosterone replacement is safe and effective in both men and women.

Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE

Martin Slavin, MD

718-444-7040

❖ Fatigue?
❖ Anxiety?
❖ Depression?
❖ Type II Diabetes?
❖ Vascular Diseases?

❖ Weight Gain?
❖ Confusion?
❖ Weakness?
❖ Osteoporosis?
❖ Shortness Of Breath?

❖ Lost Interest In Sex?
❖ Lack Of Self-Esteem?
❖ Lack Of Motivation?
❖ Poor Self-Confi dence
❖ Coronary Disease?

❖ Erectile Dysfunction?
❖ Sexual Discomfort?
❖ Lost Sexual Feelings?
❖ Heart Failure?
❖ Menstrual Cramps?

Testosterone defi ciency treatment 
is covered by most insurances.

Get your testosterone level checked!!!

The source for news
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Dozens fl ocked to MCU Park last 

Friday to remember announcer 

Warner Fusselle, the voice of the 

Brooklyn Cyclones — a voice that 

was silenced on June 10 when the 

68-year-old succumbed to a heart 

attack. We asked former Cyclones 

columnist Ed Shakespeare to tell 

us about working with the keeper 

of the Catbird Seat.

“Sitting in the Catbird Seat” is a vener-
able southern expression made famous by 
Red Barber, the Brooklyn Dodgers’ famed 
radio announcer. in the exquisite short 
story, “The Catbird Seat,” author James 
Thurber explains that Barber’s expression 
meant that you had the advantage, like a 

batter with a 
3–0 count.

Warner Fus-
selle, the Brook-
lyn Cyclones’ ra-
dio announcer 
since the team’s 
inception in 
2001, knew fel-
low southerner 
Red Barber and 
was a great ad-
mirer of his 

work. As a tribute to Barber and Brooklyn 
baseball history, Fusselle called his radio 
broadcast spot in the front of the Cyclones’ 
press box the “Catbird Seat.”

I met Warner on the fi rst game in Cy-
clones’ history: June 19, 2001 in Jame-
stown, N.Y. Warner was upset. His tape 
recorder wasn’t working properly, it was 
about three hours before game time, and he 
was worried. Eventually, he fi xed the tape 
recorder, but it was only the fi rst of innu-
merable times that Warner, a perfectionist, 
was upset about things that could impact 

his broadcast. 
I soon learned that he took his work 

very seriously. He was a warm and gener-
ous man, but he showed little tolerance for 
those who didn’t have a similar dedication. 
Over the years I saw him become incredu-
lous as public address announcers would 
mispronounce names of Cyclones players 
after not taking Warner’s proffered pro-

nunciation help, and I saw him become 
frustrated when student radio engineers 
at Kingsborough Community College’s 
WKRB — the Cyclones’ radio station for 
much of Warner’s time in the Catbird Seat 
— would show up late for work and delay 
his broadcasts.

Over the years we became friends. War-
ner invariably made his statistics and notes 

always available to me for my writing. I 
would often sit next to Warner in the Cat-
bird Seat in Brooklyn, or at the away game 
Catbird Seat at venues around the New 
York–Penn League. I could hear his words 
in person and watch him work, as I some-
times informally helped him by getting 
some scoring information or spotting sub-
stitutions before they were announced over 
the public address system.

Warner kept meticulous hand-written 
statistics in a giant loose-leaf notebook that 
he lugged all over. He would spend hours af-
ter each game updating his stats. 

And he absolutely hated computers, ac-
cording toDave Campanaro, the former me-
dia relations director of the Cyclones.

“Warner hated what he called ‘ma-
chines,’ “ Campanaro said at a memorial 
service at MCU Park. “The way it worked 
was that when Warner’s personal stats and 
the computer’s stats disagreed, 10 times out 
of 10 Warner was right.”

Warner had a knack for coining nick-
names that stuck. I loved it when he called 
me, “Bard” or sometimes “Brooklyn Base-
ball Bard.” He called his pal from his days at 
MLB Productions, John Cirillo, “Tex.” 

Tex showed up at the memorial, where 
he opined on Warner’s talents.

“Warner was just as good as Mel Allen, 
Ernie Harwell, and Red Barber,” he said. 

Long-time friend in sports, John Bac-
chia, said baseball was the perfect venue 
for the announcer.

“Warner lived his life by being where he 
wanted to be, doing what he wanted to do,” 
he said.

It wasn’t always easy, but Warner was 
able to live his life just the way he wanted. 

For three hours every day from June to 
September, he was alive as a person could 
be — perched in the Catbird Seat, broad-
casting baseball.

—Ed Shakespeare

Cyclones columnist refl ects on beloved radio announcer, the king of the Catbird Seat

WE MISS YOU, WARNER: (Above) Tim Roberts remembers his good friend Warner Fusselle as he holds 
the late Cyclones announcer’s bobblehead doll. (Left) Fusselle died of a heart attack on June 10 as he 
prepared for the Brooklyn Cyclones’ 12th season. 

WARNER REMEMBERED

buildings for use as a garden 
in 1994 by a non-profi t .

“It’s close to our hearts,” 
said neighbor Ginger Clark. 

Clark — who called the 

incident “tragic and unex-
plained” — said she and 
other garden-goers awoke to 
the sound of chainsaws just 
after 6:30 am on the day of 
the massacre and gathered 
in front of the mini-park and 
watched in horror as two 
men tossed the trees into a 

portable mulching machine, 
then drove away in a black 
Mercedes Benz truck.

Witness Larry Francis 
said the driver covered the 
truck’s license plate with a 
silver fl ap so he could not be 
tracked.

Neighbors are upset — 

and they’re not sure whose 
responsible.

The blog  I Love Franklin 
Ave published a memo  from 
some garden-supporters who 
claim a developer has been 
trying to seize the lot, which 
many call the “Bedford Av-
enue Community Park.”

Records show the land 
has long belonged to private 
owners — and was sold last 
week to a group called Bed-
ford Realty LLC. The new 
owners could not be reached 
for comment.

Some residents have fi led 
a police report with 77th Pre-

cinct, which did not return 
calls seeking comment by 
press time. 

Garden advocates held a 
candlelight vigil on June 27. 

“Those trees brought a 
comfort and shade to the 
block,” Francis said. “It’s up-
setting.”

Continued from page
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Flatlands Volunteer Ambulance Corps’ fl eet master George Aschoff leads a line of emergency vehicles down Avenue N in Flatlands 
following a blessing and dedication ceremony for a new ambulance. The Flatlands Corps was followed by the West Hamilton Beach 
Volunteer Fire Department; the Ridgewood, Bedford-Stuyvesant, and East Midwood Volunteer Ambulance Corps; and the Hatzolah 
of Mill Basin. The $125,000 vehicle was donated by Assemblywoman Helene Weinstein to replace the former Flatlands 3, which the 
rescuers retired after more than a decade of service. 

First responders on parade

not been involved in con-
troversy to represent their 
community,” said Rabbi 
Tzvi Stroh of the Chabad of 
Bay Ridge.

Andy Sullivan, a Bay 
Ridge Tea Party member 
who hopes to unseat Coun-
cilman Vincent Gentile 
(D–Bay Ridge) next fall, 
said that Sarsour should 
be removed from the board 
immediately.

“If a person has direct 
ties to Hamas or any group 
like that, they should abso-
lutely not be on the board,” 
Sullivan said. 

But Markowitz defended 
his decision, calling Sar-
sour a “real fi ghter.”

“She is an outstand-
ing advocate for the Arab-
American community in 
Brooklyn and beyond, and 
it’s reprehensible that in 
a borough that celebrates 
diversity, anyone should 
have to tolerate unfounded 
and hateful character at-
tacks.”

Bay Ridge civic leader 
Chip Cafi ero, who fought 
Sarsour’s bid to get an Ar-
abic band booked at last 
year’s Fourth of July pic-

nic, agreed with Markow-
itz, even though he’s 
clashed with Sarsour in 
the past.

“She represents a large 
contingent of the commu-
nity, and she’ll do a good 
job,” said Cafi ero. 

Sarsour — who recently 
received a “Champion of 
Change” award from Pres-
ident Obama — said she 
would bring a distinct and 
important voice to CB10, 
the city’s neighborhood 
sounding board on zoning, 
traffi c, and public safety is-
sues. 

“I’d bring a unique 
voice and perspective to 
the table as a young Arab 
woman,” the 32-year-old 
woman said, adding that 
the other two Arabs on the 
50-member board, Habib 
Joudeh and the Reverend 
Khader El-Yateem, are 
both middle-aged men.

Besides her fam-
ily’s alleged connections 
to Hamas, Sarsour has 
pushed the city to make 
two Muslim holy days pub-
lic school holidays. She’s 
also openly criticized the 
NYPD’s counter-terrorism 
efforts. 

Sarsour says she has 
no personal ties to Islamic 
fundamentalists or radical 
Muslim groups.

“If I had any ties to 
Hamas, I don’t think I’d 
be honored by our govern-
ment,” Sarsour said. “I do 
not support suicide bomb-
ers or anyone else who 
harms innocent people, re-
gardless if they are Pales-
tinian or Israeli.”

Sarsour does have her 
defenders on the Board 
— including CB10 chair-
woman Joanne Seminara.

“She’ll be an asset to 
the board,” Seminara said. 
“Her views are as welcome 
as anyone else’s.”

Cafi ero predicted that 
Sarsour would spark 
plenty of debates at board 
meetings — which he said 
could only help the Board.

“I’ll think she’ll be very 
vocal, and people will chal-
lenge what she says,” Cafi -
ero said.

Continued from cover

Hamas
ity and safety for all,” said 
Prospect Park administra-
tor Emily Lloyd, who heads 
the road-sharing panel of 
park advocates, cyclists, 
and cops that hatched the 
plan.

Supporters of the new 
stoplight strategy say it will 
give cyclists fewer red lights 
— making bikers more likely 
to respect the ones they en-
counter.

“It’s a win-win,” said 
Joanna Smith, a biker and 
walker. “It’s great that cy-
clists don’t have to be incon-
venienced by unnecessary 
signals and it makes them 
more aware of other people 
in the park.”

The plan comes after 
several serious bike-on-pe-
destrian crashes — two of 
which left victims with se-
rious brain injuries — that 
sparked a lawsuit against 
the city. 

It also comes after cops 
 wrote at least 188 cycling 
tickets in the park  during a 
four-month period last win-
ter, many targeting bikers 
who ran red lights.

With fewer red lights in 
the park, the crackdown 
against cyclists may be com-
ing to an end — but some 
park-goers fear that hav-
ing green lights as a default 
could encourage bikers to go 
too fast.

“It gives bikers free reign 
— I just hope they actually 
stop,” said Nancy Moccaldi, 
whose close friend  Linda 
Cohen was placed in a medi-

cally induced coma  after a 
crash with a cyclist.

The Department of Trans-
portation, which last week 
also completed a new park 
roadway design that  gives 
roughly equal space to cy-
clists, motorists, and pedes-
trians , has already installed 
four new signals at cross-
walks on West Drive near 
Second, Third, Ninth and 
12th streets  with pedestrian-
prompted “walk” signs .

More of the signals will 
be installed this month, 
which pleases transporta-
tion advocates, who say the 
street-crossing devices em-
power park-goers who travel 
on two wheels — and two 
feet.

“It helps everyone share 
space in the park safely,” said 
Michael Murphy of Trans-
portation Alternatives. 

Continued from cover

Bikes

Workers at the nearby 
Hunter’s Steak and Ale 
House say locked up the 
park each night until about 
10 years ago, when the 68th 
Precinct took the key away 
because it didn’t want a pri-
vate business overseeing a 
public park.

Hunter’s manager Steve 
Gannon said his tavern 
would be happy to resume 
key monitor duties to restore 
the area’s quality of life.

“There’s fi ghts there, 
they’ll be drunk, screaming 
and yelling at each other,” he 
added.

Park cleaners were 
equally irked by the trash 
heap left behind by the un-
welcome guests.

“A lot of things go on here 
after dark,” said a Parks De-
partment employee request-
ing anonymity.

Area resident Chris Russo 
voiced similar complaints, 
despite once being a home-
less man at the park himself.

“Sometimes I see them 
getting fi ve to six bags of 
trash out of there,” he said. 
“They should lock it.”

Not everyone, however, 

was a Pigeon Park party 
pooper.

“Everybody needs a place 
to stay,” said Bay Ridge resi-
dent Jacki Vanegavis, who 
called for her neighbors to 
show more sympathy for the 
homeless, many of whom she 
noted are veterans.

The 68th Precinct did not 
return calls for a comment 
about the key or its plans to 
better secure Pigeon Park.

Continued from cover

Ridge

borhoods to the expansive 
district.

The race took off when 
Jeffries announced his con-
gressional bid in January, 
setting the stage for what 
some expected to be a close 
three-way primary with 
Towns and Barron, who al-
most defeated the 77-year-
old lawmaker in 2006.

Towns vowed to fi ght for 
his seat, denying rumors 
that he was going to retire 
to avoid losing a competi-
tive primary. But his 2012 
campaign got off to a slow 
start: the veteran pol only 
had $11,000 on hand last 
October and, even though 
he managed to build an 
impressive war chest, he 
was still outpaced by Jef-
fries, who raised more than 
$750,000.

Towns fi nally called it 
quits in April, announcing 
that he would retire at the 
end of the year after spend-
ing nearly three decades in 
Congress.

Jeffries, who was backed 

by Brooklyn Democratic 
Party boss Vito Lopez, 
quickly assumed frontrun-
ner status after racking up 
the endorsements of dozens 
of elected offi cials and pow-
erful labor unions.

But Towns evened the 
scales by endorsing Barron 
— an outspoken critic of Is-
rael and fan of Zimbabwe 
president Robert Mugabe 
and Libyan dictator Moam-
mar Khadafy — in a sur-
prise move that spoke more 
about his well-established 
hatred for Brooklyn’s Dem-
ocratic boss than his love of 
Barron.

Barron’s campaign fal-
tered in the fi nal weeks 
when Jewish leaders de-
nounced him as a “hate 
monger and anti-Semite.” 
He grabbed further nega-
tive headlines when he 
received an unsolicited 
endorsement from David 
Duke, a former Louisiana 
congressman and Ku Klux 
Klan leader.

Jeffries will now face Re-
publican and Green Party 
challengers in a general 
election this fall.

— with Colin Mixson

Continued from page 5
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