
CRIMSON (AND GREEN) TIDE: Prospect Park’s lake is coated in a thick layer of 
aquatic plant life, which experts say could harm wildlife including this fern-cov-
ered waterfowl (inset). 
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Two Bay Ridge teens are fi ght-

ing oppression in Syria — one 
cupcake at a time.

Layana Abutouq, 16, and 
Sarah Elshenawy, 18, whipped up 
more than 100 of the miniature 
confections topped with the fl ag 
of the  Syrian National Council, 
a revolutionary group in the war-
torn Middle Eastern country. 

The teens sold the green, 
black, and red-starred cupcakes 
at the Arab-American Festival in 
Shore Road Park on July 8 — rais-
ing $700 the girls will donate to 
Red Cross relief efforts in Syria.

“People donated a lot. The 
price was one dollar for a cup-
cake, but people were giving 
more,” said Abutouq. 

BY ELI ROSENBERG
The city’s new water meter 

readers are drowning the borough 
in undeserved bills, say angry 
Brooklynites who are now paying 
as much as eight times more for 
water than they did before.

The Bloomberg administra-
tion is slowly installing the 
automated devices, which 

read and transmit infor-
mation to the city about 

water usage, across 
the fi ve boroughs in 
a $252-million pro-
gram launched in 
2009 that was  slated 

to save residents and 
businesses $90 million  

thanks to improved accuracy.
But residents say the new me-

ter readers are causing their sav-
ings to go down the drain.

“I’ve been frustrated by it and 
I’m waiting for something to get 
done with it,” said Midwood resi-
dent Naomi Wolf, who claims she 
used to pay about $1,200 per year 
for water — before the city billed 
her $4,800 after installing an auto-
mated meter reader at her home on 
Ocean Parkway last September. “I 

BY COLIN MIXSON
A  controversial E. 15th 

Street recycling center in 
Homecrest is a smelly roach 
magnet that’s clogging up 
the sidewalks and driving 
away neighborhood shop-
pers, say angry merchants 
and residents who want 
the repugnant business 
canned.

Critics claim that the 
business between Avenues 
U and V — which they say is 
turning a pretty profi t from 
redeeming recycled bottles 
and cans — has been slapped 
with more than $1,000 in 
fi nes for fl agrantly violating 
state law, yet its owners bra-
zenly continue to operate.

Continued on Page 7

Continued on Page 9 Continued on Page 14

Growing concern over plant
BY NATALIE O’NEILL

An invasive pond fern has 
taken over the Prospect Park 
lake, and nature lovers fear the 
verdant gunk will choke out 
aquatic life and make turtles 
blind.

A rapidly growing species 
called azolla caroliniana has 
formed a sprawling green and 
red sheen on the surface of the 
lake by the boathouse in the 
past few weeks — potentially 

hogging oxygen and blocking 
sunlight, according to Cornell 
University’s Chuck O’Neill.

“It has a tendency to crowd 
out other plants and cause mor-
tality in fi sh,” said O’Neill, who 
specializes in the study of inva-
sive species. “It’s a nuisance.”

The researcher says con-
taminated fi shing or boating 
equipment could have also trig-
gered the bloom, which fi rst 

Continued on Page 9
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Critics: Can recyclerA sweet revolution!
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SWEET TASTE OF FREEDOM: Sarah Elshenawy 
and Layana Abutouq are fi ghting oppression in 
Syria with pastries. 
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A green pigment found 

in fl owers could kill the foul 
odors coming out of a Bay 
Ridge sewage treatment 
plant, claims a Community 
Board 10 member who is so 
confi dent that his air fresh-
ener plan will work he’s 
willing to pay for it with his 
own Social Security check. 

Allen Bortnick, who has 
spent years trying to fi nd 
ways to kill the smells com-
ing from the Owl’s Head 
Wastewater Treatment 
Facility near his home 
on Shore Road near 72nd 
Street, says that treating 
the tanks with chlorophyll 
will go a long way in sweet-
ening the air.  

“Chlorophyll is a chemi-
cal that eats rather than 
masks odors,” said Bort-
nick, 82, who claimed that 
Air-Wick used to sell a 
deodorizer made of plant 
juice that was more effec-
tive than any product the 
home fragrance company 
had sold. Air Wick didn’t 
return calls about why the 
product is no longer on the 
market. “You could just put 
a tub of chlorophyll out, and 
put some rags in it.”

Bortnick says he’s ready 
to fund the experiment out 
of his own Social Security 
check — but the city isn’t 
giving his plan the green 
light,  despite lavishing $50 
million on the park  last 
year in a failed bid to clean 
up the stink.

Department of Environ-
mental Conservation Com-
missioner Vincent Sapienza 
dismissed Bortnick’s green 
plan.

“We’re working on other 
solutions right now,” he 
said at the last CB10 meet-
ing where Bortnick spoke 
of his idea.

Instead, Sapienza said 
the city was exploring tradi-
tional options like covering 
several of the tanks, moving 
more of the malodorous ma-
terials indoors, and clean-
ing the plant’s digesters. 

But Bortnick does have 

an ally in a Kingsborough 
Community College profes-
sor who says the activist’s 
idea is ecologically sound.

“It wouldn’t be surpris-
ing if a plant could neutral-
ize some of those odors,” 
said Dr. Patrick Lloyd, who 
teaches analytic chemistry. 
“If you’re trying to do things 
from a green perspective, it 
is something you could look 
into.”

Lloyd pointed out that 
road planners often line 
highways with chlorophyll-
rich plants to soak up car-
bon monoxide and other 
toxins, and suggested that 
the city put green algae di-
rectly in the sewage tanks, 
or create an algae-lined 
cylinder to process the 
waste. 

The professor said that 
Bortnick’s idea was sound, 
but claims the plan’s execu-
tion — which would entail 
setting up enormous open 
tanks of liquid chlorophyll 
— wouldn’t work in a large 
area like Owl’s Head.

“If you want to deodor-
ize pet smells in your apart-
ment, that’s one thing, but 
that’s another order of mag-
nitude from deodorizing a 
Brooklyn neighborhood,” 
Lloyd said.

The professor added 
that both plans wouldn’t 
be cheap to implement, and 
would certainly exceed 
Bortnick’s humble Social 

Security payments.
“We’re talking about a 

major feat of civil engineer-
ing,” he said.

Chlorophyll, a molecule 
responsible for absorb-
ing sunlight and using its 
energy to produce foliage 
through photosynthesis, is 
used by vitamin and nat-
ural foods companies as 
an internal and external 
cleanser, but the last time 
researchers  looked into the 
substance’s odor-busting 
muscle  was in the 1950s — 
 with unclear results .

The nearly 60-year-old 
Owl’s Head plant treats up 
to 120 million gallons of 
noxious sludge per day, and 
has long been a thorn in the 
side of its neighbors — even 
after older outdoor tanks 
were moved indoors. 

In 2007, the city added 
covers on some of the tanks, 
and in 2008 it installed a 
“fl are” to burn off excess 
gas — yet residents con-
tinue to complain.

“In the history of man-
kind, waste products have 
been a problem throughout 
the world,” resident Elea-
nor Petty told us last Octo-
ber as she complained about 
the smell coming from the 
Wastewater Treatment Fa-
cility. “How is it that we 
cannot conquer this? I don’t 
understand why science or 
technology has not caught 
up with this.”

Chlorophyll could be the cure, he claims

Senior: I can fi x the 
Owl’s Head stink

IT STINKS!: Bay Ridge resident Allen Bortnick says he knows how 
to fi x the Owl’s Head Wastewater Treatment Plant’s perennial pu-
trid odor — and a Kingsborough College science expert says it just 
might work. 
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
A theatrical costume 

designer and a former Rus-
sian space program em-
ployee are aiming for the 
stars by building low-cost 
spacesuits that they hope 
will best NASA’s current 
design.

Ted Southern and Niko-
lay Moiseev have con-
structed two prototype 
spacesuits in their Gow-
anus studio  and they’re cur-
rently working on a third 

that’s ready to go into orbit 
— but before they can blast 
off, they need your help.

In search of funding, the 
duo has cast aside the se-
crecy of the space-race-era 
by using a more contempo-
rary approach to fund-rais-
ing: Kickstarter.com.

“Not that many people 
are making spacesuits — 
and those who are, are very 
secretive about it,” said 
Southern, a Park Slope resi-
dent with a background as a 

costume engineer for Broad-
way shows like “The Little 
Mermaid” and “Equus.” 
“They’re worried about 
people stealing ideas. Kick-
starter is open-sourced, but 
that’s a risk we’re taking — 
we wanted to be a part of the 
community and not hide.”

Southern, who  won 
$100,000 from NASA in 2009 
for designing an astronaut 
glove , and Moiseev, who 
worked for the Russian Fed-
eral Space Agency for about 

two decades and recently 
relocated from Moscow, are 
perfecting a form of outer-
space garb called an intra-
vehicular activity suit.

Dubbed IVA suits (one 
must love acronyms to love 
space), the orange getups 
are what astronauts wear 
while inside the shuttle.

The safety suits, which 
were  adopted after the 
Challenger disaster , can be 
pressurized in the event of 

TO THE MOON: Innovator Ted Southern is building a spacesuit in 
his Seventh Street studio that he hopes will be ready for orbit by 
early next year. 

Designer’s low-cost spacesuits

BY COLIN MIXSON
An historic Sheepshead 

Bay house could be history 
if its future owner doesn’t 
take steps to preserve the 
building, community con-
servationists fear.

The two-story Voorhies 
Avenue dwelling built by the 
late Circle Line co-founder 
Frank Clair is among a di-
minishing crop of Victo-
rian homes built in Sheep-
shead Bay in the early 20th 
century that have managed 
to evade the wrecking ball, 
residents say. But, judging 
from the recent fl urry of 
activity on the property — 
which is in the process of 
being sold — some fear that 
the home between E. 22nd 
and Dooley streets could be 
a thing of the past. 

“I was hoping preserva-
tion societies and elected 
offi cials would preserve 
this,” said Steve Barrison, 
founder of the Bay Improve-
ment Group. “We have 
almost no history left in 
Sheepshead Bay because 
all the old houses have been 
knocked down.”

Residents said the “sold” 
sign in front of the property 
has been taken down and 
a posting on Craigslist ad-
vertised a tag sale there last 
month.

Brooklyn historian Ron 
Schweiger said the home’s 
pedigree transcends its ar-
chitecture. The home should 
be eyed by the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
because of Clair, who pio-
neered Brooklyn’s tour-boat 

industry by converting a 
yacht into a cruiser in the 
1930s and turned Sheepshead 
Bay into party-boat central. 

“That itself is signifi -
cant,” said Schweiger. 

Clair’s son Edward in-
herited the house after his 
father died in 1992. Clair 
didn’t return calls for com-
ment. 

But Schweiger said any 
deal that could rob the Bay 
of an historical gem would 
spell disaster for its skyline.

“The fear is that some-
one who’s purchasing it 
might tear it down and build 
a high-rise condo,” he said. 

Sheepshead Bay has 
only one landmarked build-
ing — Lundy’s Brothers 
Restaurant on Emmons and 
Ocean avenues.

CIRCLE LINE LOST: This nearly century-old Victorian home, which was built by Circle Line co-founder 
Frank Clair, was recently sold, leaving some community members fearing that the historic building 
may be torn down and replaced with condominiums. 

Beloved Victorian home to 
become condos, some fear

Rayane Khalafalla douses his head in a sprinkler at Shore Road near 79th Street on July 8 as  
temps soared to the high 90s. 

Keeping cool

Continued on Page 14
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BY ALFRED NG
DUMBO merchants and 

city offi cials want to close 
the tiny street of Anchorage 
Place to cars and expand a 
pedestrian plaza — creat-
ing a walker’s paradise at 
the foot of the Manhattan 
Bridge.

The short street would 
be  closed to automotive traf-
fi c  under a plan drafted by 
the DUMBO Business Im-
provement District and the 
Department of Transpor-
tation that would convert 
the roadway into an exten-
sion of the Pearl Street Tri-
angle that connects to the 
pedestrian-only Manhattan 
Bridge archway.

Demapping the street 
would make strolling 
through DUMBO safer and 
give the neighborhood more 
space for outdoor events 
and programming, propo-
nents say.

“This will continue the 
remarkable transformation 
of this part of the neighbor-
hood into a retail corri-
dor,” said Alexandria Sica, 
executive director of the 
DUMBO Business Improve-
ment District. 

Closing Anchorage 
Place, which runs between 
Plymouth and Pearl streets, 
will cost the neighborhood 
24 parking spaces, accord-
ing to planners — but the 
city will change parking 
regulations on John and 
Pearl streets to allow park-
ing at 20 to 30 new spaces.

The proposal has won the 
endorsement of Community 
Board 2’s transportation 
committee. It must go before 
the full board and face an en-
vironmental assessment be-
fore it becomes reality.

If all goes according to 
plan, the hypotenuse of the 
Pearl Street Triangle will 
be closed off with planters 
or other movable bollards 
starting this summer — 
which is way too soon ac-
cording to Doreen Gallo, 
executive director of the 
DUMBO Neighborhood Al-
liance, who fears the plan 

will push traffi c to the 
other side of the pedestrian 
plaza.

“It’s going to impose a 
lot of vehicles over on Pearl 
Street, and it’ll dramati-
cally change what’s happen-
ing there,” said Gallo. “The 
[city] is taking the street 
away from real uses — a lot 
of cars are depending on us-
ing that way.”

Gallo says the project 
should be put on hold — at 
least until the city  repaves 
Anchorage Place with clas-
sic-looking Belgian Block , 
a $20-million proposal ex-
pected to begin in 2014.

Her organization also 
says reserving the road for 

pedestrians makes little 
sense because of Anchorage 
Place’s industrial feel.

Project backers say clos-
ing the throughway will 
have little impact on auto-
motive traffi c because most 
cars frequent Pearl Street 
already.

And many DUMBO den-
izens — especially those 
who lunch in the Pearl 
Street Triangle — say the 
road should be re-purposed 
for the people.

“It isn’t really used as 
a roadway, I think it’d be 
more useful as a bike lane 
or a pedestrian walkway,” 
says David Chang, who 
works nearby.

Road would be plaza under new proposal

FROM ROAD TO JOY: Anchorage Place — the street on the left of 
this photograph — will be closed to cars under a plan that would 
expand the Pearl Street Triangle. 

DUMBO street 
may go car-free
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Scheduled Events, Performers and Exhibits
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
They say you never forget how 

to ride a bike, unless you never 
learned in the fi rst place.

That’s where Eddie Carmona 
— the borough’s only adult-fo-
cused “independent cycling in-
structor” — comes in.

With Prospect Park as his 
training ground, the bike me-
chanic–cum–cycling guru has 
taught dozens of grown-ups (so 
far, all of them women) to let go of 
their fears and grab onto the han-
dlebars over the past fi ve years.

Part coach, part accidental 
therapist, part professor of the 
street, Carmona uses a combina-
tion of old-fashioned pep talks, 
intuition and mind tricks to help 
his students overcome their fear 
of failure and embarrassment — 
concerns that only grow bigger 
with age.

“Kids are easy but it’s really 
mental for adults — they have a lot 
of fear,” said Carmona. “So I work 
on the mind fi rst.”

Carmona said he often focuses 
on overcoming bike-related child-

hood scars, both literal and fi gu-
rative. 

In one case, a woman was 
desperate to learn to bike so she 
could keep up with her outdoorsy 
husband. She was in great shape 
physically, but her memories of 
learning to ride were semi-trau-
matic because of an incident with 
her dad as a kid.

“He didn’t have the patience,” 
Carmona said. “He told her she’d 
never learn, to give up and buy a 
car.”

So Carmona took the opposite 
approach: he worked with her, 
persistently, once a week for six 
months — fi rst focusing balanc-
ing, then riding short distances, 
and eventually cruising around 
the length of the entire 3.35-mile 
Prospect Park roadway, he said.

According to researchers, only 
three percent of Americans say 
the main reason they don’t regu-
larly ride bicycles in the summer 
is  because they don’t know how  
— and in cycling-obsessed Brook-
lyn, fi nding an adult who can’t 
ride is like fi nding a two-headed 

bike helmet.
One of Carmona’s clients had 

managed to make it through liv-
ing in the borough without bik-
ing, but she didn’t want to be the 
only two-wheel challenged girl in 
her college town.

Problem was, she had long ago 
smashed into a fence while learn-
ing to ride, wounding her face and 
her confi dence.

To bust through those memo-
ries, Carmona pumped her full of 
positive reinforcement.

“You control the bike! You are 
the bike’s brain!” he’d shout — 
and her fear faded.

Most of his students, who pay $25 
per hour, prefer to learn on low-rid-
ing bikes, such as fold-ups or BMXs, 
before moving to taller ones.

Carmona never uses train-
ing wheels, nor does he try the 
“I won’t let go” trick — used by 
sneaky parents around the world 
— saying instead that he prefers 
to let students fi nd their own sense 
of gravity.

But he does use mind games to 

Adult cycling instructor teaches grown-ups to bike 

TEACHING BIKING: Eddie Carmona has carved a niche for himself teaching 
adults in Brooklyn how to ride bicycles.  

Professor of pedaling
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Bay Ridge gardeners tending 

the Narrows Botanical Gardens 
in Shore Road Park are so sick of 
the sound of cars zipping along 
the nearby Belt Parkway that 
they’re willing to have their be-
loved greenspace walled off — a 
move some say will kill the park’s 
views of the harbor.

Green-thumbed Ridgites are 
pushing the city to build a seven-
foot sound wall between their 
garden and the Belt Parkway to 
muffl e the deafening roar of traf-
fi c. The wall will also protect the 
greenspace from drive-by petunia 
pluckers, gardeners say. 

“People pull up to the side on 
the Belt Parkway and they reach 
over and pull our plants up,” said 
Greg Ahl, a member of both the 
garden’s Board of Trustees and 
Community Board 10. Ahl wants 
the city’s Department of Trans-
portation to build the wall as it 
refurbishes a pedestrian bridge 
near 69th Street. “And after 

you’ve been working 50 feet from 
the highway for a few hours, the 
noise gets pretty daunting.” 

Plant thieves have cost garden-
ers thousands of dollars as they 
routinely replace ripped out fl ow-
ers, Ahl explained.

Narrows Botanical Gardens 
co-founder Jimmy Johnson, who 
landscaped the patch of shrubs, 
fl owers, and rare plants, said the 
noise coming from the Belt Park-
way is driving gardeners batty. 
The constant drone also ruins 
the garden’s summer cinema se-
ries, he said.

“Part of a garden should be 
the quietness,” said Johnson. “It’s 
why having a garden along the 
highway is diffi cult.”

The city hasn’t responded to 
Ahl’s request to build a sound 
wall between 69th Street to Mc-
Kay Place, but longtime park-go-
ers are already shouting down the 
proposal.

“The wall will absolutely de-
stroy the view there,” said CB10 

Board member Allen Bortnick.
Tina Tsapovski, who lives on 

Shore Road, agreed.
“The garden could be any-

where else in Brooklyn, the sell-
ing point here is the water,” Tsa-
povski said.

Johnson admitted that the wall 
will obscure the view of the har-
bor, but said gardeners will beau-
tify the barrier by planting climb-
ing vines along the wall to keep it 
from becoming an eyesore.

“Only along the closest walk-
way will you not be able to see 
the water,” Johnson said. “And 
the places you can see the water 
there are just gaps where I’m go-
ing to plant shrubs in the near 
future.”

Many park-goers said they 
wouldn’t want a wall blocking 
their view, but at least one person 
saw the value of a sound barrier 
abutting Shore Road Park.

“It is pretty loud here, and it’s 
not like we have much of a view 
here anyway, so it couldn’t hurt,” 

said resident Kathy Sippel. “It’s 
pretty bad that people can just 
steal plants from the garden.”

Yet another nearby resident 
thought a sound wall would be a 

complete waste of taxpayer dollars.
“There’s better things to spend 

money on,” said Maura Loving. 
“The sound is the sound. It’s city 
living.”

Ridgites shoot down plan to protect park garden

MAKE IT STOP!: Bay Ridge gardeners Jimmy Johnson and Greg Ahl want a wall 
built around the Narrows Botanical Gardens to block thieves and the noise com-
ing from the Belt Parkway. Park-goers are shouting down the plan, claiming the 
wall will ruin views of the harbor. 

WALL WORRIES

help students forget they’re scared.
“I’ll say, ‘Tell me about your husband.’ 

They start talking and all of a sudden 
they’ve ridden around the park and they 
don’t even realize it,” said Carmona, who 
works part-time Dixon’s Bicycle Shop, has 
the word “Brooklyn” tattooed on his upper 
arm, and is prone to passionate rants about 
obeying road rules.

Carmona has no website or storefront 
and relies instead on word of mouth and a 
stack of business cards to fi nd customers, 
which also include kids in Park Slope.

A spokeswoman for the bike advocacy 
group League of American Cyclists, Caro-
lyn Szczepanski, said Carmona isn’t the only 
adult-focused bike instructor in the country 
— but his approach is unconventional.

Many teachers take “licensed cycling 
instructor” courses, then register with the 
agency for credibility — although it’s not 
required, she said.

“Some people choose to take seminars; 
others build name recognition in their 
community,” she said.

For now, Carmona is happy with simple 
street cred.

“I always wanted to be a teacher and 
I’ve always loved bikes,” he said. “So this is 
kind of perfect.”

Continued from page 5 

Bike teacher
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J A C K  W E I S S M A N

KITCHEN CABINETS, 
FLOORING,

BATH VANITIES, FAUCETS,
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR 

DOORS,
LOCKS AND MUCH MORE

FREE 
KITCHEN LAYOUT 

AND DESIGN 
WITH PURCHASE

All specials can not be combined with any other offers.

KITCHEN CABINETS, 
FLOORING,

BATH VANITIES, FAUCETS,
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR 

DOORS,
LOCKS AND MUCH MORE

FREE 
KITCHEN LAYOUT 

AND DESIGN 
WITH PURCHASE

BY BEN MUESSIG
The McCarren Park 

Pool isn’t the only new 
aquatic attraction that’s 
making waves this sum-
mer — Brooklyn Bridge 
Park debuted its  much-
anticipated “pop-up pool”  
last Friday.

Swimmers now have 
the chance to take a dip in 
Pier 2’s 50-foot long, 3.5-
foot-deep water feature 
daily from 10 am to 6 pm 
through Labor Day.

The pool offers five 
75-minute swim sessions 
on weekdays and four on 
weekends in an attempt 
to  cycle visitors into and 
out of the swimming spot , 
which can accommodate 
60 paddlers at a time.

The watering hole will 
be an attraction at the wa-
terfront park for the follow-
ing five summers thanks 
to an agreement forged 

by Assemblywoman Joan 
Millman (D–Carroll Gar-
dens) and state Sen. Dan-

iel Squadron (D–Brooklyn 
Heights), who locked down 
$400,000 in state cash to 
build the pool, as well as 
an artificial beach and a 
food concession nearby.

And Squadron says he 
wants to make sure Brook-
lyn Bridge Park’s neigh-
bors will always have 
somewhere to swim.

“The pool is already 
making a big splash with 
Brooklyn families — and 
I’ll continue to work with 
[the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Corporation] and my col-
leagues to make the pool 
and other active recre-
ation permanent fixtures 
at the park.” 

The new pool comes fi ve 
years after  the Floating 
Lady Pool barge  docked at 
the foot of Joralemon Street 
and drew some 50,000 
Brooklyn swimmers before 
setting sail for the Bronx.

POOL VIEW: This new pool at 
Pier 2 boasts a pretty vista. 

Bridge Park pool 
makes huge splash

would prefer not to have to 
pay the city another $3,600 
for something that didn’t 
take place. I use a normal 
amount of water like every-
body else. We don’t have a 
sprinkler system. I barely 
even water the tiny patch of 
grass I have.”

Wolf is hardly alone.
Complaints have 

fl ooded Public Ad-
vocate Bill de Bla-
sio’s offi ce from all 
fi ve boroughs — but 
Brooklyn leads 
the way with 
168 complaints 
about allegedly 
faulty readers, 
42 percent of the city-
wide total.

And Midwood isn’t 
the only area that’s been 
soaked: complaints have 
come from all over the bor-
ough, from Park Slope and 
Carroll Gardens to Canar-
sie and Mill Basin — the 
two neighborhoods that 
racked up the most.

Not that new readers are 
the only thing shooting up 

water costs for residents.
The price of water in the 

city has nearly doubled for 
homeowners in the last 10 
years — and the city has 
raised rates  between one 
and 14.5 percent every year 
for the past 16 years .

In 2013, water rates will 
rise  another seven percent .

Critics say that instead 
of helping residents save 

cash, the new meter read-
ers are just another 

money-maker for 
the city. 

The city is on 
pace to collect a 

record $3 billion in 
water bills, which 
would be an in-

crease of 30 per-
cent from the 
$2.1 billion col-
lected in 2008, 

according to  the 
Daily News .

The Department of En-
vironmental Protection, 
which administers the 
city’s water system, argues 
that the new readers have 
ultimately helped save resi-
dents money by cutting 
down on estimates, and of-
fi cials maintain they have 
found no “discrepancy” in 

any of the meter readings 
that residents across the 
city have complained about.

“Automated meter read-
ers let our customers track 
and manage their water use, 
and have helped them save 
millions of dollars,” said 
Chris Gilbride, a spokes-
man for the department.

But public offi cials say 
that’s ludicrous. 

“The denials out of City 
Hall are getting less believ-
able by the day,” said de Bla-
sio.

“We know bill disputes 
are up, we know [the De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Protection] is out hiring 
new inspectors it shouldn’t 
need, we know homeowners 
are getting bills that defy 
explanation,” he said.

Brooklynites like Sam-
uel Troutman say some-
thing must be done before 
rising water bills sink their 
fi nances.

“It was $50 a month until 
the guy came and put some-
thing on the pipe. Then it 
shot up to $500,” said Trout-
man, who has lived at the 
same house for more than 
30 years. “How are we going 
to pay for that?”

Continued from page 1 
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Thieves have struck Ditmas 

Park once again — this time 
hitting a bustling cafe.

The NYPD is currently 
searching for a man caught on 
a surveillance camera break-
ing into Cortelyou Road’s Con-
necticut Muffi n last Monday 
night — the latest in a string of 
crimes that has put neighbor-
hood residents on edge.

Police say the thief forced 
his way into the cafe near E. 
11th Street at 2 am and made off 
with an undisclosed amount of 
cash.

The muffi n job is the most 

recent in a spate of crimes to 
occur in the area in recent 
weeks —  four of which took 
place just a half-block away on 
Westminster Road .

Embattled residents say 
Ditmas Park is being overrun 
by thieves.

“I’ve been here 30 years and 
I’ve never seen so many rob-
beries,” said resident Ashime 
Bux, who lives on the block. 

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding this break-in 
is urged to contact NYPD 
CrimeStoppers at (800) 577–
8477. All calls will be kept con-
fi dential.

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Two thieves accused of swiping 

silver-laden prayer shawls from a 
handful of Midwood synagogues 
were fi tted for another accessory 
last week — a pair of NYPD-issued 
steel handcuffs.

Civic leaders are cheering the 
arrest of brothers Solomon and 
Samuel Grun, who allegedly mas-
queraded as Orthodox Jews and 
swiped the prayer shawls, meno-
rahs, and other sacred articles 
from at least three shuls since June 
27, according to court documents. 

“This was a situation that was 
intolerable and demanded swift ac-
tion,” said Boruch Moskovitz, the 
executive coordinator of the Flat-
bush Shomrim, a volunteer secu-
rity force that helped police track 
down and arrest the two suspected 
thieves. “This should be a lesson to 
all who would prey on our commu-
nity and its sense of decency.”

The Grun brothers were taken 
into custody on July 5 — less than 
a week after their last theft, accord-
ing to offi cials. They were charged 
with raiding three synagogues, but 

may be connected to four similar 
thefts that stretch back to early 
June, sources say.    

The stolen garments, known as 
ataras, were easy pickings for the 
Grun brothers since congregants 
would leave the shawls, which are 
often passed down through the gen-
erations, in an unsecured part of 
the synagogue. 

The ataras, some of which have 
hundreds of dollars in silver wo-
ven in them, are only put on during 
times of prayer, congregants said.

Investigators say that Solomon, 
19, and Samuel, 21, would dress up 
as Orthodox Jews and yeshiva stu-
dents so they wouldn’t be stopped 
and questioned when they entered 
the houses of worship they were 
targeting. 

Sources who work closely with 
the police said the Grun brothers 
stole the silver garments to fuel 
their drug habit. 

Both men have lengthy arrest 
records for narcotics possession 
and assault, as well as a previous 
silver theft, according to a spokes-
man for DA Charles Hynes.  

But the Grun brothers’ success 
was their own undoing. 

They had already hit three 
times when word of the atara theft 
spree,  which was reported by this 
paper , encouraged neighborhood 
synagogues to improve their secu-
rity systems. 

Police said they arrested the duo 
for burglarizing three synagogues, 
including a shul on Avenue L near 
E. 22nd Street, where the brothers 
were spotted by an eyewitness mak-
ing away with one of the prayer gar-
ments.

The siblings were also caught on 
camera throwing a number of at-
aras into an orange bag inside  the 
Kingsway Jewish Center on Nos-
trand Avenue. 

Three police precincts collabo-
rated with the Flatbush Shomrim 
to track down and arrest the two 
men.

Victims of the atara thefts ex-
pected the state of vigilance inside 
their houses of worship to relax 
now that the Gruns are in custody.

Attempts to reach the Gruns’s 
attorney were unsuccessful.

Cops: Brothers arrested for raiding Midwood shuls

BREAD RUN: Security cameras caught this man leaving the Connecticut 
Muffi n on Cortelyou Road on July 2. 
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made waves last year but 
returned this summer in 
greater volume.

That worries park 
watchdogs, who have long 
claimed the gunk scares 
away waterfowl, blinds 
turtles, and sickens mam-
mals.

“It’s a serious problem; 
it can kill aquatic wildlife 
in the watercourse,” said 
park advocate Ed Bahl-
man.

A warm spring season 
likely triggered exces-
sive amounts of the fern, 
which has spread rapidly 
in the past three months 
and is “relatively new” to 
Prospect Park altogether, 
according to taxonomists 
with the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden and the New York 
Botanical Garden  who 
tested the water  after the 
stuff  coated the lake last 
fall  and determined it was 
“azolla bloom.”

Dubbed water velvet and 
mosquito plant, the new 
strand aquatic life is the 
“Jekyll & Hyde” of water 
weeds — serving as a crop-
boosting miracle plant as 

well as an oxygen-sucking 
ecosystem invader, accord-
ing to some experts.

The fern, which is con-
sidered “ the best adapted of 
all species for subsistence 
on mud ,” can help balance 
nitrogen levels in water-
ways. And when it’s com-
bined with other strands 
of algae, it can make plants 
and crops more fertile, re-
searchers say.

A Prospect Park Alli-
ance spokesman, Paul Nel-
son, sent this paper  a link 
to the agency’s website  stat-

ing that the green and red 
gunk is not toxic and that 
scientists will continue to 
monitor it.

“We expect and hope 
that, being a native species, 
[it] will not have harmful 
consequences for our eco-
system,” the website notes. 
“That being said, we are 
watching closely.”

Authorities in  Great 
Britain  and  China  have 
worked to eradicate the 
same strand of water weed, 
saying it kills native wild-
life and fl oods waterways.

Abutouq thought up the 
political cupcake sale after 
reading media coverage of 
President Bashar Hafez al-
Assad’s persecution of the 
Syrian people.

“I knew that people were 
dying, and I wanted to help 
them,” said Abutouq.

Abutouq approached 
Elshenawy, who she knew 
from volunteering at the 
Arab-American Associa-
tion of New York. Elsh-
enawy, whose aunt recently 

escaped Syria and whose 
grandfather and cousins re-
main in the bloodied coun-
try, was impressed by her 
friend’s dedication.

“I thought it was won-
derful, because she’s not 
even Syrian and she wanted 
to do something,” said Elsh-
enawy.

The pair initially 
planned to sell T-shirts and 
wristbands, but  the com-
pany they hired to make 
everything told them they 
wouldn’t fi nish in time. 

Instead of panicking, 
Elshenawy thought up her 
sweeter plan, she said.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

FOR MORE INFORMATION
718-802-3330 or admissions@beoc.cuny.edu

Minimum Qualifi cations for Consideration

College Prep

GED Prep

English as a Second Language 

with Computer Literacy

Medical Assisting

Medical E-Records

Hospitality Management

*National Certifi cation Available

Academic and Supportive Services Available

18 years of age or older 

US Citizen, Permanent Resident or Refugee

Resident of NY State for One Year

High School Diploma or GED required 

for College Prep and Careeer Programs 

(Individuals with college credits are not elegible)

Low to Moderate Income

BEOC Offers Tuition FREE Programs!
Academic Programs Career Programs*

111 Livingston Street (Enter on Boerum Place)

GET LOAN

Trans-Am Credit Solutions
Have A Job?

Outstanding Bills?

GET LOAN
No Application Fee

❑ Personal Loans
❑ Business Loans

❑ Credit Cards Debt Loans
❑ Home Improvements Loans

❑ Auto
❑ Bad Credit Loans

Call Today: 1-800-689-3510

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓
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Enjoy 1/2 Off the Mexican side of our Menu

and “Cool Off” with 
$350 Drink Specials

Frozen Margaritas, Daiquiris, Piña Coladas, 
Sangria & Mexican Beers

Brunch Saturday & Sunday $12.50 p.p. includes Mimosa or Bloody Mary

114 Bay Ridge Ave.  718-833-8865  www.casapepe.com

Are Back 5-7PM

at our Indoor Bar or Outdoor Garden Area
with an All New Outdoor Bar

Are Back 5-7PM

at our Indoor Bar or Outdoor Garden Area
with an All New Outdoor Bar

Authentic 
Spanish & 
Mexican 
Cuisine

JORDAN’S LOBSTER DOCK
New England Seafood at its Best

TAKE THE B OR Q TRAIN TO SHEEPSHEAD BAY ROAD, BKLYN NY
ON WEEKDAYS B-4 BUS TO KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY. WEEKENDS B-36 TO NOSTRAND AVE, TO B-44 TO KNAPP ST.

Market Specials and Full Menu Online

#1 Lobster Roll in NYC since 1938
Rated Excellent by ZAGAT®

3165 HARKNESS AVENUE / COR. OF 2771 KNAPP STREET 
(Exit 9 or 9A BELT PKWY Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

DELIVERY AVAILABLE FROM 11AM
CALL US AT 718�499�2800

 P A R K  S L O P E   N E W  Y O R K

VOTED BEST NEW SANDWICH SHOP 
2012 BY METROMIX NY

BY COLIN MIXSON
The city’s grueling street 

co-naming process was no 
match for one man’s legacy.

Avenue S and Nostrand 
Avenue was offi cially co-
dubbed Jim Buckley Way 
on June 29, and a ceremony 
was held to honor the late 
Brooklyn philanthropist for 
his tireless dedication and 
generous donations to local 
charities, and to the many 
people he called friends.

“He was an extremely 
kind and generous guy,” 
said Reeves Eisen, chief of 
staff to Councilman Lew Fi-
dler, who became an expert 
on Buckley while organiz-
ing the event. “The things 
he did were always quiet 
and under-the-radar, like 
paying rent for somebody 
who was out of work.”

Buckley’s main contri-
bution, however, was to 
HeartShare Human Ser-
vices of New York. 

The charity, which pro-
vides services for people 
with developmental dis-
abilities, received so many 

contributions from Buckley 
and his family that it re-
named its Canarsie house 
and various charity events 
— including the annual Jim 
Buckley Golf Outing — in 
his honor.

“He and his family have 
continued to be very gener-
ous to that residence and 
HeartShare in general,” 
said Eisen. “In fact, Heart-
Share reached out to con-
tact us about the street re-
naming.”

The co-naming cere-
mony was well attended by 
friends, family — including 
Buckley’s wife Kathleen, 

daughters Christine Stre-
hle and KathyAnn Mur-
ray, son Jim Jr., and his 16 
grandchildren — and lo-
cal politicians, who shared 
fond stories of Buckley, who 
passed away in 2010 from 
leukemia. 

Also in attendance was 
Belmont Racetrack bugler 
Sam Grossman, who played 
“Streets of New York” as 
tribute to Buckley, whose 
love for horses and racing 
was well known.

The city’s process for co-
naming a street is long, gru-
eling, and complicated, re-
quiring the honoree to have 
contributed something sig-
nifi cant to the community, 
without making a profi t.

“It’s a long and compli-
cated process that can eas-
ily take up to a year, the 
culmination of it is a won-
derful, wonderful event,” 
said Eisen. 

“It is a permanent trib-
ute and the Councilman al-
ways orders an extra sign, 
which is given to the fam-
ily,” she said.

Restaurateur honored at street co-naming

FITTING TRIBUTE: Councilman Lew Fidler presents a street sign identical to the one that hangs at the 
corner of Nostrand Avenue and Avenue S to the Buckley family during a street co-naming for beloved 
restaurateur Jim Buckley (below), longtime owner of Buckley’s Tavern. 

WAY TO GO, 
BUCKLEY
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When you have diabetes your body 
does not make enough insulin (type 
1), or is unable to use insulin prop-
erly (type 2). The cells of your body 
do not absorb enough insulin from 
your blood. As a result, you may 
have high sugar in your blood, and 
life threatening complications may 
result. 
Type 2 Diabetes occurs mostly in 
adults over 40, especially overweight 
adults.  About 16 million people in 
the United States are diabetic. The 
highest rate of type 2 diabetes are 
among native Americans, Hispanics 
and African Americans.

What Are The Symptoms?

The goal of treatment is to control 
the level of sugar in your blood.  
You want to try to keep it in the 
same range as a nondiabetic person.

What Is
Diabetes?

Advertisement

You Just Learn To Live 
With It, Right?

WRONG!
Dr. Harry Shapiro

Board-Certified Diabetes Specialist
Has The Latest Treatment and Evaluation Plan

To Help You Now!
Excellent Control of Blood Sugar Can Help Reduce 

Complications Of:

DR. HARRY SHAPIRO
718-946-7557

By Appointment Only

130 Brighton Beach Ave.
 (Cor. Of Ocean Pkwy. & Brighton Beach Ave.)

 Brooklyn, NY 11235
Harry Shapiro, MD is a Board Certified Endocrin olo gist-Gland Hormone Diabetes. 

He is a graduate of Albert Einstein College of Medicine and 
completed his endocrinology fellowship at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine.

FREE
Transportation

Available

Medicare 
And Most Other

Insurance 
Assignments

Accepted

DIABETES
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In both men and women these conditions are caused by, or worsened by, the lack of suffi cient testosterone, and 
all are almost always signifi cantly helped or eliminated by testosterone replacement. Testosterone has been available 

by prescription for fi fty-seven years. Testosterone replacement is safe and effective in both men and women.

Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE

Martin Slavin, MD

718-444-7040

❖ Fatigue?
❖ Anxiety?
❖ Depression?
❖ Type II Diabetes?
❖ Vascular Diseases?

❖ Weight Gain?
❖ Confusion?
❖ Weakness?
❖ Osteoporosis?
❖ Shortness Of Breath?

❖ Lost Interest In Sex?
❖ Lack Of Self-Esteem?
❖ Lack Of Motivation?
❖ Poor Self-Confi dence
❖ Coronary Disease?

❖ Erectile Dysfunction?
❖ Sexual Discomfort?
❖ Lost Sexual Feelings?
❖ Heart Failure?
❖ Menstrual Cramps?

Testosterone defi ciency treatment 
is covered by most insurances.

Get your testosterone level checked!!!

BY DANIEL SOLOMON
They’re not athletes, 

they’re just your run-of-the-
mill maniacs — and they’ve 
taken Aviator Sports and 
Events Center by storm!

Thousands  of crazed, 
obstacle course-loving 
daredevils fl ocked to Floyd 
Bennett Field on June 30 
for a grueling day of slosh-
ing through mud and scal-
ing rope bridges as they 

raced in the Rugged Ma-
niac 5K. 

The day-long event fea-
tured 25 waves of races, 
which had competitors — 
both facing off as individu-
als and on teams — climb-
ing cargo nets and avoiding 
swinging pendulums. 

There was even a battle 
royale between teams from 
the city police and fi re de-
partments.

Marine Park resident 
Joe Myrthil, Carl Nazareir, 
and Jack Hang received 
awards as the top-three 
male fi nishers. 

Awards were also given 
to the fastest runner over-
all, the top-three female 
fi nishers, and the quickest 
runners in the under-18 
and over-55 age groups.

After the intrepid run-
ners proved their mettle, 

they celebrated with a rol-
licking after-party with 
performances by the bands 
Workout and TJ Kong & 
The Atomic.

The event was one of 
 four grimy competitions 
held at Aviator  this year: 
 the Metro Dash , which was 
held back in May; the Spe-
cial Olympics, set for Oct. 
13; and the Civilian Mili-
tary Combine on Oct. 22.

WHAT A BUNCH OF MANIACS: (Above) Marine Park resident Joe 
Myrthil, Carl Nazareir, and Jack Hang were the top three male fi nal-
ists. (Center) TJ Babu takes part in the Rugged Maniac race. (Right) 
Obstacle courses included scaling a cargo net bridge. 

‘Maniacs’ invade Floyd Bennett Field
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Neighbors say the busi-
ness is literally turning 
their stomachs. 

“When they open up the 
door, between the beer and 
the rotting sugar, the smell 
is just terrible,” said Bob 
Kane, who owns an eyeglass 
store next to the center — 
whose signs are in Chinese. 

The business has been op-
erating without the approval 
of the state Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion, which registers recy-
cling operations, say critics.

A spokesman for the 
agency said the business 

had fi led the necessary pa-
perwork, but failed to pro-
vide basic information such 
as the names of the owner, 
operator, and transporter 
— subjecting itself to a $500 
fi ne — the maximum pen-
alty on the books.

“That’s all we can do 
right now,” said state De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Conservation Police 
Captain Francisco Lopez, 
who said that the E. 15th 
Street recycling center has 
quickly paid off three $500 
fi nes since it opened.

Workers at the center 
gave this paper a telephone 
number to contact the cen-
ter’s owner. Calls to the 
number were not returned. 

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2012 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Cyclones left fi elder Ste-

fan Sabol is on a tear — but he 
wouldn’t even know it if his father 
hadn’t tipped him off.

The fi rst-year phenom from 
California’s Orange Coast College 
went on an 11-game hitting streak 
from June 25 through July 5 — but 
he didn’t realize it until he heard 
from dear old dad.

“I was aware I was seeing the 
ball well, making good contact,” 
said the California native, who 
started his string of successful at 
bats with a single in the team’s 
shutout victory over the Hudson 
Valley Renegades. “It wasn’t till I 
was talking to my dad and he just 
said, ‘You’ve got a seven game hit-
ting streak going on,’ that I real-
ized it.”

But Sabol — who sent a fast-
ball over the left-center fi eld wall 
on July 4 against the Crosscutters 
for his fi rst minor league home 
run — said he made sure not to let 
his success at the plate go to his 
head.

“It’s in the back of my mind, 
I’m sure,” Sabol said before last 
Friday’s game, when his streak 
came to an end. “But if I get a sac 
fl y or a key walk that gets in a run, 

I’ll be happy with that.”
Sabol didn’t get a hit that night, 

but he ended up reaching base on 
a throwing error and crossing the 
plate on a wild pitch — helping lift 
the Clones to a 7–6 victory in the 
rubber match against the Crosscut-
ters.

Sabol said he never picked up 
hits in more than four straight 
games while playing ball in school 
and wasn’t eyeing the all-time 
Mini-Mets record: 17 in a row, set 
by left fi elder Lucas Duda — now a 
full-grown Met — in 2007.

“I’m just trying to have good at 
bats, fi nd the holes, and help the 
team win.”

Record-breaking will have to 
wait for now, but Cyclones skipper 
Rich Donnelly said he defi nitely 
hasn’t been putting the pressure 
on his left fi elder.

“The only thing I’ve said to Ste-
fan since he’s been here is ‘Hello’ 
and ‘Good game,’ ” said Donnelly. 
“When a guy’s doing his work 
well, you don’t need to say much 
to him.”

The 19-year-old is batting .308 
in the last 10 games with a .413 on-
base percentage, is trailing only 
fi rst baseman Cole Frenzel on the 
team in hits.

Clones left fi elder on a hot streak

MAKING CONTACT: Cyclones center fi elder Stefan Sabol went on a hitting streak from June 25 through July 5, but broke it 
during last Friday’s game. He still managed to reach on an error and score a run to help edge out the Crosscutters.
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an emergency — but the 
current design is in need 
of a makeover, according 
to Southern.

“The old NASA suits 
are heavy and expensive 
and don’t work that well,” 
he said. “We see an oppor-
tunity in this fi eld.”

NASA’s IVA suits cost 
around $250,000. The duo, 
who are working under 
the name Final Frontier 
Designs, hope theirs will 
go for about a fi fth of that 
fi gure.

And the savings won’t 
stop there, Southern says.

“Our suit weighs under 
15 pounds, while the cur-
rent NASA suit is about 30 
pounds — which in a fl ight 
of a bunch of people could 
add up to over $500,000 sav-
ings in terms of fuel,” he 
said. 

The Final Frontier De-
signs suit will be suitable 
for travel into the upper 
limits of the low Earth orbit, 
somewhere around 1,200 
miles into the heavens.

Southern and Moiseev 
are banking on an antici-
pated boom in the next few 
years in the commercial 
spacefl ight industry, where 
such suits will be man-
dated.

Eager outer space ex-

plorers can  donate to their 
fund-raising campaign 
through July 15  — and 
those willing to shell out 
more than $10,000 can take 
home their own custom-
built spacesuit.

Southern admits that 
it might make more sense 
to design spacesuits in 
Cape Canaveral or the Sili-
con Valley — but he says 
there’s no place he’d rather 
be than Brooklyn.

“When I tell people 
I make spacesuits they 
think I’m lying,” said 
Southern. “New York in 
general doesn’t have a very 
big aerospace industry, so 
we end up going to Houston 
and Palo Alto and Florida. 

But it is the center of the 
world, so it’s hard to beat 
being here.”

Even in Gowanus, 
where creative craftsmen 
are making everything 
from  cutting-edge art  to 
 homemade beer , the locals 
are surprised that space 
engineers are toiling in the 
lofts around them.

“That’s probably at the 
more extreme end of peo-
ple doing stuff down here, 
but that’s awesome,” said 
Scott Albrecht, an artist 
who was burning wood 
planks near the building 
that houses Final Fron-
tier Designs. “Then again, 
for Gowanus, that kind of 
makes sense.”

Continued from page 3 Continued from page 1 
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 

  HGUOROHT TSOM EHT gnivah
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-559-6989 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller
1117-57 Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11219
Tel : 718-559-6989

Visit: 
www.brooklynspinecenter.com
*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

ADVERTISEMENT

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 

1117-57 Street • B’klyn, NY 11219 • Tel 718. 559. 6989











Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

We call our office State-
of-the-Art Dentistry 
because we keep 

our technology and 
techniques up-to-date 

to provide you the best 
experience possible. We 
accommodate families 
of all ages with strict 

sterilization techniques.

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection 
of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening for 
safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ and endodontic therapy 

718.339.7878

Your smile is our priority.

GRAND OPENING
New State-of-the-Art Dentistry Offi ce

Providing 
Quality, 

Affordable 
Care

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.


