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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Greenwood Heights resi-

dents say the raccoon popu-
lation in their neighborhood 
is growing so quickly that 
the city must alter its vermin 
policy and begin trapping and 
removing the trash-pillaging 
critters.

The number of raccoons 
has surged near Prospect 

Park and Green-Wood Cem-
etery due to a warm spring, 
according to neighbors who 
say the masked bandits top-
ple garbage cans, dent prop-
erty, and break into homes in 
search of snacks.

But Brooklynites who are 
angry about the infestation 
must trap the creatures them-

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
A cold-hearted thief is hold-

ing bike parts hostage and using 
strange ransom notes in an at-
tempt to lure riders into buying 
back their stolen gear, Park Slope 
cyclists say. 

A brazen crook — or team of 
crooks — snatched the wheels off 
six bikes near the corner of Sixth 
Street and Eighth Avenue last 
weekend, then taped hand-writ-
ten messages to the naked frames, 
according to victims.

“They went on a complete 
spree,” said cyclist Johanna Clear-
fi eld. “It’s unbelievably nervy.”

Clearfi eld locked her blue 
mountain bike to a pole at the 
corner at 11:30 pm on July 14, 
then came back the next morning 
and discovered both wheels had 
vanished. A strange note with a 
phone number had been taped to 
the body of the bike.

“Whoever owns the bike and 
two stolen wheels, I caught the 
guy. I have the bike and wheels,” 
the note read.

Clearfi eld fi rst thought a do-
gooder had pulled a heroic move 
— though he clearly didn’t “have 

BY COLIN MIXSON
The vandal who left a swastika in front of 

a Marine Park yeshiva last month has got-
ten some unwanted attention from a group 
of Jewish vigilantes who admittedly have no 
qualms about cracking heads.

The Jewish Defense Organization, a 
paramilitary group whose members report-
edly pack guns, baseball bats, and chains 
and hold camps where participants receive 
fi rearm and martial arts training, has be-

gun sending patrols around Marine Park to 
fi nd the swastika scrawler and protect other 
synagogues and yeshivas from vandalism, 
according to group spokesman Jeff Klein. 

“We will patrol Marine Park as much 
as is necessary,” said Klein, who claims his 
group has held similar patrols in Greenpoint 
and Williamsburg.

Klein said his team will grab anyone 
caught committing a crime against Jews 

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 15

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Talk about a blast from the past!
A no parking sign that has barred 

motorists from using four Ocean Park-
way parking spots for more than 30 
years is a relic from a 1977 sewer proj-
ect that was never taken down, resi-
dents have discovered.

The offending sign has kept driv-
ers from parking near the corner of 
Avenue H and Ocean Parkway, leav-
ing neighbors stunned that they could 
have been able to park there for de-

cades.
“1977! Are you kidding me?” said a 

stunned Ellen Stein, who lived in the 
area since 1985. 

Stein learned about the secret behind 
the oddly placed sign after she called 
the city about the restricted spaces, 
which are nowhere near commercial or 
emergency establishments. 

“Sometimes I have to circle the block 
for hours — and these four spots could 
have been freed up,” she said.

Red-faced city offi cials admitted that 
the sign was put up to reserve spaces 
for construction crews working on a 
nearby waste treatment project back 

Continued on Page 12
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THEY’RE BACK!: Raccoons 
are invading Greenwood 
Heights, residents claim.

MYSTERY FOR THE AGES: Midwood resident Ellen Stein says the no 
parking sign on her block has been there since the city was doing 
sewer work in the 1970s.  

Pests gone wild! Jewish vigilantes hunt vandal

Bicycle 
parts for 
ransom

City snafu clogs spaces for decades 
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The vacant Ovington 

Avenue building that col-
lapsed on itself last Mon-
day injured no one, but un-
leashed a bitter backlash of 
outrage from neighbors who 
claim the property owner is 
purposely letting his vari-
ous Bay Ridge holdings fall 
apart.

Residents between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues said the 
neglected, wood-framed 
building owned by Mousa 
Khalil caved in at about 3 
am.

“I heard a crash, and it 
didn’t take me long to fi g-
ure out what happened,” 
said Peter Pellicani, who 
was forced to leave his home 
next door. 

And he says he saw it 
coming.

“I used to lie in bed and 
think about what I’d do if it 
fell down,” he said. “It was 
only a matter of time.” 

Pellicani said his late fa-
ther complained to Khalil 

about the decaying struc-
ture for nearly 10 years, but 
his grievances fell on deaf 
ears.

The Fire Department con-
fi rmed there were no casual-
ties, and said the building 
would soon be demolished. 

Khalil, who owns more 
than 20 other dilapidated 
buildings in Bay Ridge — 
seven of which were auc-
tioned off in January  after 
being foreclosed on  — said 
the collapse was caused by 
a leak. He said he’d already 
phoned a demolition com-
pany, but didn’t have any 
plans for the property.

“It’s going to be a vacant 
lot,” he said.

Residents say Khalil’s 
neglected homes are de-
stroying their property val-
ues and quality of life. One 
of them, a partially-reno-
vated, three-story home at 
Shore Road and 72nd Street, 
is crawling with squirrels 
and roaches, they claim. 

“He came in here saying 

he was going to build this 
and build that,” said Ed-
ward O’Connell, who lives 
in the adjoining house. 

O’Connell said Khalil did 
some work on the property 
during the housing boom, 
but then stopped abruptly. 

“He put this ugliness up 
and never fi nished it, and 
we’ve had this infestation of 
squirrels, which are just rats 
with furry tails,” he said.

O’Connell said he com-
plained to Khalil and offi -
cials about how the icy gusts 
blowing through the build-
ing’s hollow shell were crack-
ing his walls and freezing his 
pipes, but nothing has been 
done to rectify the situation. 

Khalil said he felt his 
critics’ pain, but blamed the 
economy for his squalid, 
poorly-maintained proper-
ties.

“It’s a problem money-
wise,” he said, adding that 
he hopes to sell the Shore 
Road house to someone 
who’ll fi nish the work on it.

Neighbors: We knew this would happen

NOT-SO-FUN HOUSE: Police and fi refi ghters evacuated homes next to a collapsed building on Oving-
ton Avenue — which neighbors say buckled after a decade of neglect.

RIDGE HOME 
COLLAPSES

J A C K  W E I S S M A N

FREE WIFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 
718-692-1515

2256 Hendrickson Street 

(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: 
thepointingfinger.blogspot.com
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PAINLESSLY
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
The G train extension 

will not expire, transit offi -
cials say.

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority plans 
to make permanent a once-
at-risk addition to the G 
line, the agency announced 
Thursday.

The fi ve bonus stops 
— which provide one-seat 
service between North and 
Brownstone Brooklyns — 
will offi cially become part 
of the cross-borough train’s 
route after they are included 
in the agency’s $29 million 
dollar budget following a 
vote on July 23, said MTA 
spokesman Kevin Ortiz.

The G train  originally ter-
minated at Church Avenue  

when it fi rst rolled through 
the borough in 1937 as the 
“GG,” and continued to do so 
until 1976, when transit hon-
chos shortened the route to 
Smith–Ninth Street.

But in 2009, a $257.5 mil-
lion renovation project on 
the Culver Viaduct barred 
the so-called “Brooklyn Lo-
cal” from switching direc-
tions at Smith–Ninth Street 
— extending the line to 
the Fourth Avenue–Ninth 
Street, Seventh Avenue–
Ninth Street, Prospect Park 
West–15th Street, Fort Ham-
ilton Parkway, and Church 
Avenue stations.

The line add-ons quickly 
became a beloved link be-
tween Williamsburg and 
Park Slope, which strap-

hangers fought to save as 
the end of work on the Cul-
ver Viaduct drew near.

MTA chairman Joseph 
Lhota said rescuing the G 
train extension will im-
prove transit connectivity.

“These service invest-
ments are the result of care-

ful analysis, meeting our 
goal of serving all neigh-
borhoods and areas with 
the best and most frequent 
bus, subway or commuter 
rail service possible under 
our current fi nancial condi-
tions,” said MTA chairman 
Joseph Lhota.

Elected offi cials show-
ered praise on an agency 
they more often criticize 
than laud.

Borough President 
Markowitz touted the agen-
cy’s decision to back the G 
train as “a true MTA suc-
cess story,” and Public Ad-
vocate Bill Deblasio posted 
a thank-you-note to Lhota 
and the MTA board featur-
ing a heart-shaped G train 
logo on his website.

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
The city is putting the 

brakes on a parking plan 
that would give neighbors 
of the soon-to-open Bar-
clays Center an edge over 
drivers heading to the 
arena for games and con-
certs.

The Department of 
Transportation rejected a 
proposal to sell residential 
parking permits near the 
new arena, saying the sta-
dium’s great public transit 
access and the abundance 
of available on-street park-
ing mean there are enough 
spots to go around — and 
there would be little sup-
port for a pay-for-permit 
plan that doesn’t guaran-
tee anyone a space.

City offi cials counted 
9,395 on-street parking 
spaces in communities 
surrounding the 18,200-
seat stadium, and at any 
given time, about one quar-
ter of those spots are un-
used,  the agency notes in 
a new report . If Nets fans 
drive to games at the same 
rate as Yankees fans, most 
will park in garages or off-
street lots with fans taking 
up only 215 on-street park-
ing spaces, transportation 
honchos say.

And Brooklynites likely 
wouldn’t get excited about 
a service that costs money 
but does little to promise 
them spaces in front of 
their homes, according to 
the report.

“[A parking permit] 
would be little more than a 
‘hunting license,’ continu-
ing to allow residents to 
compete with one another 
for parking but without 

guaranteeing availability,” 
the study notes. “[M]any 
residents are likely to ques-
tion why they should be 
required to register their 
vehicles, obtain permits, 
and pay at least $50 a year 
with no guarantee that 
their ability to fi nd parking 
would improve.”

The proposal would also 
reduce “economic and so-
cial vitality” of arena-side 
neighborhoods by barring 
visitors from other areas 
from parking at all times 
— and the sale of permits 
wouldn’t cover the cost of 
the program itself, the city 
says.

But residents of Park 
Slope, Prospect Heights, 
and Fort Greene say the 
city overlooked one impor-
tant factor — the permits 
wouldn’t just give Brown-
stone Brooklynites a better 
chance at fi nding parking 
near their homes on event 
nights, they’d also send 
a message to arena-goers 
that they shouldn’t drive 
to the stadium in the fi rst 
place.

“They missed the 
point,” said Prospect 
Heights resident Gib 
Veconi. 

The decision, which 
was fi rst reported by  the 
blog Atlantic Yards Re-
port , comes after arena 
developer Forrest City Rat-
ner released a long-awaited 
traffi c plan showing the 
stadium will get roughly 
 twice as much railway ser-
vice but half as many on-
site parking spots  — just 
541 on-site spaces — as pre-
viously planned when it 
opens in September.

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Drivers zipping through 

Boerum Hill had better 
ease off the gas now that the 
quiet brownstone enclave 
is getting Brooklyn’s fi rst 
speed limit-reducing “slow 
zone.”

The Department of 
Transportation signed off 
on a traffi c-calming mea-
sure last week that will re-
duce the speed limit from 
30 to 20 miles per hour in 
the largely residential area 
bounded by — but not in-
cluding — Smith Street, and 
Union, Third, and Atlantic 
avenues.

The slow zone approval, 
which comes two months 
before the Barclays Center 
opens nearby, is meant to 
deter drivers from using the 
neighborhood as a short cut 
to and from the East River 
bridges. 

The plan pleases neigh-
bors who tout the motto “20 
is plenty,” and say lower 
speed limits save lives.

“It’s an important safety 
issue — there’s been a sig-
nifi cant amount of cut-
through traffi c here,” said 
Howard Kolins, president 
of the Boerum Hill Associa-
tion, which formed a traffi c 
task force to help the get the 
movement rolling.

The zone will be marked 
with hard-to-miss blue 
signs “at all streets entering 
the area,” and the city will 
paint the new speed limit 
across the roadway and use 
speed bumps to encourage 
motorists to lay off the gas, 
 according to plans .

Neighbors  put forward 
the proposal last year  with 
the help of Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Boerum 
Hill), saying drivers zoom 
down Atlantic and Fourth 
avenues and make the inter-
sections of Dean Street and 
Boerum Place dangerous.

The planned slow zone 
 won’t include the busier 
border streets  including 
Atlantic Avenue — where 
Levin found that  88 percent 
of drivers exceed the speed 
limit  by about 10 miles per 
hour — because the city 
aims to “avoid wide, ma-
jor streets, industrial and 
major commercial areas 
within the zone,” according 
to the Department of Trans-
portation website.

But neighbors hope it will 
keep commuters and arena 
traffi c from fl ying down 
their brownstone blocks.

Sue Wolf, of the Boerum 
Hill Association, said the 
group plans to work with 
police to ensure drivers fol-
low the rules.

“We plan to push for en-
forcement, especially with 
the arena coming,” she 
said.

Some neighbors hope 
the city extends the zone’s 
boundary to include State 
Street, she said.

Boerum Hill suffers an 
average of 28 car-related 
crash injuries per year, 
which is part of the reason 
the city gave the green light 
to the plan, according to a 
Department of Transpor-
tation report. It also has 
“strong boundaries” and 
many schools and daycare 
centers, the report notes.

The program has been 
successful in other parts of 
town, such as the Clermont 
section of the Bronx, where 
speeding dropped dramati-
cally after the bumps and 
signs went in, according the 
transportation offi cials.

The agency will now 
meet with neighbors to 
determine the location of 
speed bumps and other lo-
gistics before the slow zone 
is installed next year.

“It’s a great idea,” Wolf 
said.

Speed limit will drop to 20 mph in boro’s fi rst ‘slow zone’

LOST IN SPACES: Prospect Heights resident Gib Veconi is out-
raged the city won’t provide residential parking permits near 
the Barclays Center to deter fans from driving to the arena.

TRAIN GAIN: The MTA says it 
wants to keep a fi ve-stop exten-
sion of the G train.

DON’T STEP ON IT!: Boerum Hill will see the Brooklyn debut of a 
street safety initiative that will reduce the speed limit by 10 miles 
per hour and bring speed bumps to many residential roads. 

MTA plans to save G train extension

Slow going in Boerum

Parking permit 
plan canned
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
A new Bushwick yoga 

studio promises to bring 
peace to the mind and the 
body — with spirits. 

The Cobra Club on Wyck-
off Avenue serves high-end 
cocktails after workout ses-
sions in a potent combina-
tion of mind-altering sub-
stances and mind-altering 
exercise that its owners say 
is a fi rst in New York City, 
and possibly in the country.

It might sound like 
a stretch, but the mix of 
meditation and inebriation 
makes lots of sense, accord-
ing to co-founder Nikki 
Koch.

“It’s an interesting con-
cept that nobody’s ever 
done before,” said Koch, 
a Bushwick resident who 
opened the studio with two 
business partners. “After 
a good yoga class you feel 
amazing, but if you want 
to talk to people you have 
to scramble to fi nd a place 
to sit down and catch up. 
We thought it would be cool 
to have a yoga space in the 
back and then have the bar 
so you don’t have to look for 
something else.”

Students emerging from 
class at the studio near Jef-
ferson Street don’t have to 

wander far for a post-work-
out reward: the adjoining bar 
serves fancy mixed drinks 
with names like “Some 
kinda hate” and “Skulls.”

The indulgences don’t 
stop at alcohol.

Worked up an appetite? 
There’s six different types 
of gourmet hot dogs to 
choose from.

Need a pick-me-up? The 
bar doubles as a cafe during 
the day, slinging Counter 
Culture coffee.

On weekends, students 
can even take “Hangover” 
yoga classes, which include 
a bloody mary or mimosa 
after sessions wrap up. 

The club’s creators say 
they have ruffl ed a few 
feathers by combining spir-
its and spirituality, but they 
say their approach is an ex-
tension of the openness that 
yoga encourages.

“There are some very 
strict yoga practicers who 
are of a different school of 
thought and come from a 
culture that’s more about ab-
staining, like being vegan,” 
said Koch. “But we’re not 
using any Sanskrit names 
for poses, we’re not doing 
chanting, and we’re trying 
to make it accessible by tak-
ing away the barriers and 

obstacles that keep people 
away for fear of judgement. 
Yoga is not just for people 
who believe in certain 
things in their lives.”

The yoga studio even ex-
tols the virtues of vice.

“We also reject the idea 
that in order to live full and 
happy lives we must abstain 
from all vices, detach from 
the world and become saint-
like,” the studio’s mission 
statement reads. “We em-
brace our vices for the value 
they bring to our lives.”

That said, there’s ab-
solutely no boozing before 
yoga — however, the bar is 
open to students and non-
students alike.

And don’t worry about 
sidling up to the bar in 
sweaty yoga gear, either — 
Koch says the yoga prac-
ticed at the studio is more 
breathe- and meditation-fo-
cussed than heart-pumping 
Vinyasa classes. 

“In Bushwick, I kind of 
feel like anything goes,” 
said Koch. 

“Plus, everything is bet-
ter after yoga,” she said. “If 
you have a good yoga prac-
tice where you are focused 
and relaxed, when you leave 
that yoga class it’s really the 
best version of yourself.”

Bushwick studio serves cocktails, hot dogs, 

Yoga and booze: 
Together at last

ATTENTION:  ALL TENANTS AND FIRST TIME HOME BUYERS

This is your Chance to 
become a Homeowner!!!!

We have homes in Brooklyn, Queens and the Bronx

New Kitchens – New Bathrooms-Hardwood Floors 

 ONLY $1,000 STARTS THE PROCESS!!!!!! 

**** PUBLIC NOTICE ****

Availability is on a first come first serve basis so  
schedule an appointment no for the best selection:  718-291-1800

Now is the time to become a home owner. Interest rates are at an all 
time LOW. You can own your own home with a 3.5% cash down payment, 

low monthly payments and NO Closing Costs. We have 27 new and 
renovated homes currently available in Brooklyn, Queens and the Bronx. 

We sell 1 and 2 family homes all ready to move in to. If you’re tired of 
paying rent, now is the time to own your own home! Let us show you how.

Availability is on a first come first serve basis so 
schedule an appointment now for the best selection:

This Is Your Chance 
To Become A Homeowner

HAIR OF THE (DOWNWARD) DOG: Yogis (from left) Terri, Doug, and Kristi enjoy a post-yoga libation 
at the Cobra Club in Bushwick. 
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
A hip new Ditmas Park cafe is 

bringing a bit of Cortelyou Road 
style to a stretch of Church Avenue 
known more for budget-friendly 
shopping than trendy coffeehouses.

Lark Cafe opened last Friday 
between Stratford Road and E. 10th 
Street — an area that boasts a cap-
tive but under-served audience of 
latte-craving parents, as well as 
java-drinking students and free-
lancers, who go wild for Stump-
town Coffee, Dough donuts, Bagel 
Hole bagels, and Blue Marble ice 
cream, the owners say.

“Our initial idea was to have a 
community space where kids would 
play but then we decided to add 
the cafe part,” said co-owner Kari 
Browne. “We love good food, and 
coffee and drinks, but also wanted 
to create a place that is family-
friendly.”

On opening day, the cafe was 
certainly fulfi lling that objective.

 Moms parked strollers around 
the wood tables — circular so 

they’re totally free of sharp edges 
— while kids ate cupcakes and ran 
around the cafe. 

The cafe even has an adjoining 
room for child-friendly events, like 
arts classes, birthday parties, or 
the yoga session they held on open-
ing day.

Browne and co-owner Lori 
Kranczer — who are both moth-
ers of two kids under 5 — met after 
posting similar ideas about the lack 
of child-centric spaces on message 
boards for families in the area. 

And they hope Lark Cafe will 
bring a different style to Church 
Avenue. 

“Church Avenue was not an ob-
vious place to be looking because 
there’s not that much else here, but 
I thought we’d give it a try and be 
pioneers,” said Browne, whose cafe 
sits beside the new eatery AM Thai 
Bistro. 

“I think the whole strip will 
probably change quickly — and 
hopefully we’ll be an anchor,” 
Browne said.

The street is lined with bode-
gas and budget-friendly shopping 
spots like 99 Cent City and Bobby’s 
department store, and some neigh-
bors say the cafe could be a harbin-
ger of changes to come.

“Overall Brooklyn is chang-
ing because of stuff like this,” said 
Shawnette George, 22, a Brooklyn 
College student who grew up in the 
area. 

“This area is kind of in between, 
and on one hand gentrifi cation 
means a lot of people get pushed out 
and rent goes up, but something 
like this also gives the kids around 
here something else besides corner 
stores and chicken spots.”

Ditmas Park parents say they’re 
excited to have a new place to bring 
their kids. 

“There are a lot of kids in this 
area but not a lot of places to hang 
out and sit with them,” said Matt 
Brown, who was in the cafe with 
his toddler. “It’ll be a good place 
to come and meet up with other 
moms, dads, and babies.”

New cafe offers fancy coffee — and a place for parents and kids — on Ditmas strip

CHURCH IS HIP AGAIN: Co-owner Kari Browne said she decided to open the kid-
friendly cafe in Ditmas Park because of the prevalence of young parents in the 
area, and the lack of free spaces for their tots.  

CHURCH AVE. GETS HIP

Store Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri, 7:30am to 5pm & Thurs, 7:30am to 7pm

You’ll run out of room before you run out of options.
Andersen® windows come in styles, shapes and sizes to fi t any purpose and every personality. With natural wood 
interiors, low-maintenance exteriors and a host of elegant options, it’s no wonder professional builders and 
remodelers choose Andersen windows more often than any other brand.

Visit our showroom today to see the complete line of energy-effi cient 
Andersen windows and doors.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 E
liz

ab
et

h 
Gr

ah
am



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

JU
LY

 2
2,

 2
01

2
6

BY COLIN MIXSON
Someone smeared a 

Gerritsen Beach corner 
with swastikas — but no 
one in the secluded com-
munity seems to care, po-
lice sources say.

Cops confi rmed that 
the 61st Precinct hasn’t 
received any complaints 
about the swastikas found 
on the bulkhead separat-
ing Devon Avenue from a 
small Plumb Beach Chan-
nel marina on July 11, so 
detectives are not looking 
for the vandal.

The swastikas —  fi rst 
reported by the blog ger-
ritsenbeach.net  — were 
spray-painted in white 
paint on a red background. 
The word “Hail” was writ-
ten above the Nazi party 
symbol, but it is unclear if 
the vandal was referring 
to the German salutation, 
which is spelled “Heil.”

The blog notes that sev-
eral boats were broken 
into earlier in the week, 

but it remains unclear if 
the break-ins and the graf-
fi ti are connected.

“That area needs to be 
monitored more closely 
because in addition, the 
area is covered in graf-
fi ti and some of it is offen-
sive,” the blog notes.

Since residents in Ger-
ritsen Beach are predomi-

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
It’s open!
Coney Island bar owner 

John “Cha Cha” Ciarcia 
opened his Steeplechase-
Fun Park just before July 
4 — nearly a month after  its 
scheduled Memorial Day 
opening  — and beachgoers 
have been bellying up to 
the Stillwell Avenue theme 
park for an evening of alco-
hol and amusements ever 
since.

Patrons can get bar 
drinks at the 12-ride theme 
park, a perk that Luna Park 
and the Scream Zone don’t 
have, claims owner Joe 
“Cha Cha” Ciarcia.

But that’s not all: the 
Steeplechase-Fun Park 
is a bit cheaper than both 
city-approved attractions, 
Karen King-Ciarcia, Cha 
Cha’s wife, explained.

Rides at Steeplechase-
Fun Park cost $5 a pop, but 
visitors can buy an unlim-
ited-access wristband for 

$15 — keeping it on par 
with Luna Park, where 
rides range from $3 to $6. 

A four-hour unlimited 
ride wristband at Luna 
Park, however, costs $26. 
The Steeplechase-Fun 
Park is significantly 
cheaper than the Scream 
Zone, where rides range 
from $7 to $25.

King-Ciarcia said the 
Steeplechase-Fun Park was 
designed to keep “the Peo-
ple” in “The People’s Play-
ground.”

“We wanted to create a 
place that was affordable,” 
King-Ciarcia said. “People 
are starting to know about 
it and they’re coming.”

Ciarcia  never obtained 
the necessary permits to 
open this spring , so city 
Department of Buildings 
inspectors shuttered the 
amusement park before 
anyone could step inside.

That’s when Ciarcia 
turned to Borough Presi-

dent Markowitz, who’s 
team guided the bar owner 
through the permitting pro-
cess. 

The Steeplechase-Fun 
Park offi cially opened on 
June 23, coinciding with 
the Mermaid Parade.

“We would not be open if 
it were not for Marty show-
ing us the way,” said King-
Ciarcia, blaming the open-
ing delay on a third party 
her husband had hired to 
get the proper permits. 

Markowitz, who was at 
the park’s grand opening, 
said he was happy to help.  

“Like a true Brooklynite, 
Cha Cha never stopped be-
lieving in Coney Island,” 
Markowitz said in a state-
ment. 

“Even after Club Atlan-
tis was unceremoniously 
forced to close, Cha Cha re-
fused to thrown in the towel 
— he stayed and invested 
in Coney Island’s future,” 
Markowitz said. 

HE’S BAAAACK!: John “Cha-Cha” Ciarcia may not be smiling, but 
he claims that his Steeplechase-Fun Park is a whole lot of fun. HATE COMES TO TOWN: Ger-

ritsen Beach residents awoke 
to fi nd a swastika spray-
painted near Devon Avenue. 

Cha Cha opens 
amusement park

Vandal peppers 
Gerritsen Beach 

FACILITIES/SERVICES

Based on availability and not valid for weekends and long holidays

Less than a block away from Flushing Avenue Stop of Subway (J, Z, M)
Next to WoodHull Hospital

GUEST ROOM AMENITIES
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BY THOMAS TRACY
Preservationists hop-

ing to stop the city’s plan 
to replace the Coney Island 
Boardwalk with concrete are 
taking their fi ght to court. 

Coney Island civic lead-
ers, the Coney–Brighton 
Boardwalk Alliance, and 
Friends of the Boardwalk 
fi led a lawsuit against the 
city on July 11, claiming that 
the Parks Department is go-
ing ahead with its plan to 
replace a fi ve-block stretch 
of the Boardwalk with con-
crete and plastic lumber 
without a necessary — and 
required — environmental 
review. 

Litigants want a judge to 
bar the Parks Department 
from ripping up a single 
plank until the environmen-
tal review is completed. 

“The city’s Riegelmann 
Boardwalk plan indisput-
ably may have a signifi cant 
impact on the environment 
and has the potential for a 

signifi cant adverse environ-
mental impact,” the lawsuit 
claims. “Remarkably, the 
Parks Department has de-
termined that its signifi cant 
coastal construction project 
is exempt from environmen-
tal review requirements.”

Robert Burnstein, presi-
dent of the Coney–Brighton 
Boardwalk Alliance, said re-
placing sections of the iconic 
wooden Boardwalk with 
concrete would signifi cantly 
impair the character and 
quality of what he calls “an 
important historical and 
aesthetic resource.”

“The city is required to 
consider a host of issues in-
cluding environmental im-
pacts before embarking on 
such a project, but it didn’t,” 
Burnstein said. “The city’s 
project raises numerous 
public safety concerns which 
have not been addressed.”

Longtime Coney Island ad-
vocate Ida Sanoff, who joined 
Burnstein’s lawsuit, agreed.

“Rather than spend the 
money to properly maintain 
the Boardwalk the Parks De-
partment wants to destroy 
this beautiful piece of New 
York and replace it with 
a different structure alto-
gether without any environ-
mental review or commu-
nity input,” she said.

A spokesman for the 
city’s law department said 
attorneys were reviewing 
the lawsuit, but would not 
comment further. 

The Parks Department 
 proposed replacing  the entire 
Boardwalk with concrete and 
plastic lumber in 2010 as part 
of its $30-million renovation 
of the aging 2.7-mile span, 
which opened in 1923. Only a 
small four-block section in the 
historic amusement district 
between W. 15th and W. 10th 
streets would be spared from 
the concrete makeover, which 
Parks Department offi cials 
said was sturdier and cheaper 
than using real wood.

Boardwalk backers sue city’s concrete plan

FIGHTING FOR WOOD: Robert Burnstein, president of the Coney-Brighton Boardwalk Alliance, is suing 
the city’s plan to concrete over the Coney Island Boardwalk. 

FIGHTING 
FOR WOOD

Serving the community since 1934

www.brfcu.org

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809 Sheepshead Bay Branch

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

LOANS AVAILABLE

Replace Your Car

Expand a Business

Buy Merchandise

Educate a Child

Improve a Store

Furnish a Home

Build a Future

Help a Relative

$1,000
$5,000

$10,000
$15,000
$20,000
$25,000

Serving the community since 1934

www.brfcu.org

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809 Sheepshead Bay Branch

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

KITCHEN CABINETS, 
FLOORING,

BATH VANITIES, FAUCETS,
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR 

DOORS,
LOCKS AND MUCH MORE

FREE 
KITCHEN LAYOUT 

AND DESIGN 
WITH PURCHASE

All specials can not be combined with any other offers.

KITCHEN CABINETS, 
FLOORING,

BATH VANITIES, FAUCETS,
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR 

DOORS,
LOCKS AND MUCH MORE

FREE 
KITCHEN LAYOUT 

AND DESIGN 
WITH PURCHASE

Ph
ot

o 
by

 E
liz

ab
et

h 
Gr

ah
am



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

JU
LY

 2
2,

 2
01

2
8

BY COLIN MIXSON
An ongoing feud between 

two Holocaust survivors 
and a Manhattan Beach 
synagogue over the shul’s 
illegal air conditioner came 
to an end last week after 
the house of worship fi nally 
complied with a judge’s or-
der to replace the noisy, 
industrial-sized unit with a 
smaller, quieter one.  

Isaac and Rosa Blum 
cheered when Congregation 
Shaarey Torah removed the 
noisy apparatus they said 
sat just a few feet from their 
bedroom window and kept 
them up all night.

Yet they were suspicious 
of their sudden good for-
tune.

“I don’t want to call it 
victory yet,” said 89-year-
old Isaac Blum. “I want to 
give it a few days.”

The couple said they 
might fi nally get a good 
night’s sleep now that the 
oversized unit is gone.

“It would be nice to walk-
up whenever you want, and 
sleep in and not be stressed 
out,” said Isaac. “Hopefully 
it will work.”

The Blums gave Con-
gregation Shaarey Torah 
a thumb’s up for obeying 
an Environmental Control 
Board judge who fi ned the 
synagogue $800 for break-
ing city Department of 
Building rules by install-
ing a unit meant for indus-
trial use.

“I have to give them a lit-
tle bit of credit,” said Isaac, 
whose beef with the house 
of worship led to a simmer-
ing cold war between the 
two neighbors.

The couple’s daughter  
said that the rumbling com-
ing from the synagogue’s 
industrial-sized air condi-
tioner sounded like “a die-
sel truck was outside” the 
senior’s window.

 The Blums fi led com-
plaints with the city, but the 

Department of Buildings 
was never able to serve a 
violation. 

Congregants wouldn’t let 
inspectors into the West End 
Avenue shul on six previous 
occasions, preventing it from 
confi rming complaints that 
stretched back to 2009, ac-
cording to agency records.

In February, the Blums 
claimed that  someone from 
the synagogue took a blue 
marker to their car win-
dows  to cover up a Bay 
News story about the noise 
complaints the couple has 
fi led against the house of 
worship.

The Blums’s front yard 
was also trashed by an 
outraged temple-goer ear-
lier this year — an act that 
prompted an apology from 
Rabbi Moshe Plutchok, who 
arranged to have the Blum’s 
yard cleaned up.

Rabbi Plutchok didn’t re-
turn several calls for com-
ment.

Synagogue removes noisy air conditioner

VICTORY: Isaac Blum, 89, is all smiles after learning that the synagogue next to his West End Avenue 
home installed a quieter air conditioner. The incessant droning from the shul’s industrial-sized air 
conditioner kept Blum and his wife Rosa up at night, the Holocaust survivor says.

SENIOR WINS 
SHUL BATTLE

Treatment Of:

1723 Elm Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11230 | 718.382.7755

MEDICARE
FIDELIS

and most Commercial
Plans Accepted

Viktoria Lemberikman, M.D., FABMPR
Board Certified in Physical Medicine and  Rehabilitation
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In both men and women these conditions are caused by, or worsened by, the lack of suffi cient testosterone, and 
all are almost always signifi cantly helped or eliminated by testosterone replacement. Testosterone has been available 

by prescription for fi fty-seven years. Testosterone replacement is safe and effective in both men and women.

Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE

Martin Slavin, MD

718-444-7040

❖ Fatigue?
❖ Anxiety?
❖ Depression?
❖ Type II Diabetes?
❖ Vascular Diseases?

❖ Weight Gain?
❖ Confusion?
❖ Weakness?
❖ Osteoporosis?
❖ Shortness Of Breath?

❖ Lost Interest In Sex?
❖ Lack Of Self-Esteem?
❖ Lack Of Motivation?
❖ Poor Self-Confi dence
❖ Coronary Disease?

❖ Erectile Dysfunction?
❖ Sexual Discomfort?
❖ Lost Sexual Feelings?
❖ Heart Failure?
❖ Menstrual Cramps?

Testosterone defi ciency treatment 
is covered by most insurances.

Get your testosterone level checked!!!

BY DANIEL SOLOMON
The names outside 

Sheepshead Bay and John 
Dewey high schools may be 
different this September, 
but everything else will re-
main the same, say union 
offi cials who have success-
fully shot down the city’s 
plan to sack half the teach-
ers from each embattled 
school.

Both schools  were closed 
in June so they could be en-
rolled in a federally-funded 
turnaround program  with a 
new name and staff, but the 
United Federation of Teach-
ers sued, claiming that the 
city was violating its con-
tract with the union.

Court-appointed arbiter 
Scott Buckheit agreed, de-
termining that the United 
Federation of Teachers con-
tract with the city prohib-
its the Department of Edu-

cation from entering into 
any program that called for 
the immediate dismissal of 
half of the staff from each 
school.

The decision prevented 
the city from joining the 
turnaround program. If 
the Department of Edu-
cation was able to enroll, 
each school in the program 
would have $1.5 million in 
federal funds.

The Department of Edu-
cation said it would appeal 
the decision, but adminis-
trators at Sheepshead Bay 
High said that they didn’t 
expect anything about the 
school — except its name 
— to change when we con-
tacted them on Monday. 

Shortly after the closures 
were announced, the  city 
rechristened  John Dewey 
High School the Shorefront 
High School of Arts and Sci-

ences at John Dewey Cam-
pus. Sheepshead Bay High 
School was relabeled the 
Academy of Career Explo-
ration of Sheepshead Bay.

The city put Dewey and 
Sheepshead into the pro-
gram after years of aca-
demic decline: Dewey re-
ceived a C and Sheepshead 
earned a D on the Depart-
ment of Education’s most 
recent report cards. 

Despite the poor grades, 
 parents opposed the clo-
sures , with Dewey students 
staging a number of walk-
outs in protest.   

The United Federa-
tion of Teachers applauded 
Buckheit’s decision, saying 
that it proved that “the cen-
terpiece of the Department 
of Education’s school im-
provement strategy — clos-
ing struggling schools — 
does not work.”

Teachers: S’Head, 
Dewey to return

Yet school’s Chancellor 
Dennis Walcott told WOR 
radio that Buckheit’s deci-

sion did nothing to help stu-
dents.

“This ruling pushes 

these schools back and most 
importantly will hurt our 
students in the long run.” 

IT’S BACK, BABY!: The city lost a lawsuit to the United Federation of Teachers, so the the only thing that 
will change about John Dewey High School is its name, educators say. 

Cops: Hookers chase naked john
BY COLIN MIXSON

Never stiff a working girl.
Two alleged call girls, ages 24 and 36, 

were arrested on July 13 for attacking and 
chasing the client — in his underwear — 
down McDonald Avenue to a nearby su-
permarket, where an employee came to 

his aid, cops said.
The victim told police that he had 

brought the suspects to his McDonald 
Avenue home near 65th Street at 4:18 am, 
when they suddenly attacked him. 

Cops believe the suspects attacked the 
victim as he quibbled over a price.
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JORDAN’S LOBSTER DOCK
New England Seafood at its Best

TAKE THE B OR Q TRAIN TO SHEEPSHEAD BAY ROAD, BKLYN NY
ON WEEKDAYS B-4 BUS TO KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY. WEEKENDS B-36 TO NOSTRAND AVE, TO B-44 TO KNAPP ST.

Market Specials and Full Menu Online

#1 Lobster Roll in NYC since 1938
Rated Excellent by ZAGAT®

3165 HARKNESS AVENUE / COR. OF 2771 KNAPP STREET 
(Exit 9 or 9A BELT PKWY Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

DELIVERY AVAILABLE FROM 11AM
CALL US AT 718�499�2800

 P A R K  S L O P E   N E W  Y O R K

VOTED BEST NEW SANDWICH SHOP 
2012 BY METROMIX NY

718-253-7117
www.nickslobster.com

Exit 11N 
Off Belt Pkwy

Dine in only. 

Restaurant 
  & Seafood Market

All major Credit 
Cards Accepted

Take-out Orders Welcome
Gift Certificates Available For All Occasions

We Are Open 7 Days A Week 
Lunch And Dinner

Fresh Seafood Market:
Live Maine Lobsters & Fresh Fish Daily

2777 Flatbush Ave.
Plenty of FREE Parking

EVERY THURSDAY 
LIVE MUSIC 

WITH MAURICE 
ON VOCALS

WEDNESDAYS 
50% OFF 

RAW BAR & 
BEER SPECIAL

Karaoke every Wednesday 6pm-10pm 
with Stu

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A group of homeless men 

who harass Coney Island 
beach-goers and urinate in 
public has turned a land-
marked building across 
from Nathan’s into their 
private camp ground, claim 
outraged merchants who 
want the vagrants gone.

Shopkeepers claim that 
more than 10 homeless men 
hang out and sleep under 
the scaffolding lining the 
Shore Theater — which was 
built in 1925 and named a 
city landmark in 2010 — at 
the corner of Surf and Still-
well avenues. When they’re 
not under the scaffolding, 
they’re shaking people down 
for change and cigarettes, 
said Dee Dee Mancuso, the 
manager of Cha-Cha’s Bar 
and Pizzeria.  

“They come right up to 
the front tables and they’re 

asking for cigarettes, 
they’re staring at people 
eating, and dancing in front 
of the building,” Mancuso 
said. “If you were going out 
to eat, would you want to 
walk past all this?” 

Karen King-Ciarcia, who 
helps run the eatery with 
her husband John “Cha-
Cha” Ciarcia, said that 
the homeless have always 
fl ocked to Coney Island, but 
never in such numbers.

“Some of them used to 
be on the Boardwalk, I rec-
ognize them,” King-Ciarcia 
said. “But the others I don’t 
know where they came 
from.”

King-Ciarcia claims the 
homeless group urinate in 
front of her establishment 
at night, forcing her and her 
staff to clean up their mess 
every morning.

“We have to hose every-

thing down and bleach it 
to get rid of the odor,” she 
said.

A man found camped at 
the corner last week, who 
would only identify himself 
as John, admitted that he 
and several other homeless 
men stay under the scaf-
folding at night.

John claimed that he’s 
been staying at the corner 
for the past seven years. 
The others come from Bos-
ton, Pennsylvania, and the 
Lower East Side — but all 
of them came to the iconic 
seaside escape for the same 
reason millions of others 
do, he explained. 

“It’s Coney Island,” John 
said.

Cha-Cha’s Surf Bar and 
Pizzeria  opened in April  
after Ciarcia  lost his famed 
Boardwalk bar last year .
The honky-tonk watering 

hole was one of fi ve eater-
ies booted from the Board-
walk as the city took steps 
to remake the Coney Island 
Amusement District into a 
glitzy, year-round tourist 
destination.

But Mancuso claims 
that Coney Island’s rebirth 

— and Cha-Cha’s return to 
Coney Island — won’t suc-
ceed if the current home-
less problem is allowed to 
continue.

“If somebody doesn’t do 
something, we’re going to 
go under,” Mancuso said.

Cops dismissed claims 

that the homeless were 
camping out in front of the 
Shore Theater, but admit-
ted that they are keeping an 
eye on the corner.

“We drive by there and 
if there’s anybody there, 
we clear them out,” a police 
source said.

SUMMER HIDEAWAY:  Outraged merchants claim that a group of homeless people are sleeping out-
side the Shore Theater, where they shake down beach-goers for change. 

Merchant: Coney 
homeless must go
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
718-802-3330 or admissions@beoc.cuny.edu

Minimum Qualifi cations for Consideration

College Prep

GED Prep

English as a Second Language 

with Computer Literacy

Medical Assisting

Medical E-Records

Hospitality Management

*National Certifi cation Available

Academic and Supportive Services Available

18 years of age or older 

US Citizen, Permanent Resident or Refugee

Resident of NY State for One Year

High School Diploma or GED required 

for College Prep and Careeer Programs 

(Individuals with college credits are not elegible)

Low to Moderate Income

BEOC Offers Tuition FREE Programs!
Academic Programs Career Programs*

111 Livingston Street (Enter on Boerum Place)

– Remember Take-Out Is Always Available –
Please call for more information, menus & to make reservations

Beach 210 St., Rockaway Pt. Blvd., Breezy Point, NY

Celebrating 30 years!

View the most spectacular sunset in the city while 
dining at Kennedys on the Bay

Look For Our
Guest Bartenders

Starting July 5th 

Sunday Brunch
Choice of Appetizer,

Entree & a Bloody Mary, 
Mimosa or Screwdiver, 
Coffee or Tea & Rolls 

$18.95

Pub Menu
Available Everyday 

@ 3pm 
in the Bar Area 

(Except Saturday)

Corned Beef & Cabbage is Back On Wednesday Night
Thursday: Steak & Ale

Different Specialty Cuts 
of Meat with an Ale

Every Tuesday 
& Sunday Evening

Classic Roast Loin of Pork $20

Gift

Certificates

Available for 

Pick Up or 

Delivery

Irish Night Start July 3rd
Then Every Following Wednesday Night Featuring

Jerry Hughs Band

Live 
Music

Sunday, July 22nd @ 4 pm
Brian Monaghan

Thursday, July 26th @ 9 pm
Eddie McKenna

Friday, July 27th @ 9:30 pm
DJ Chris Chirantano

Saturday, July 28th @ 9 pm
Don Adamson

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Brooklyn’s dogs will go 

from Kibbles ’n Bits to kale 
chips if an expert in canine 
cuisine has his way.

A fi rst-ever  dog food 
cooking class at the Brook-
lyn Kitchen  will help pups 
take after their owners by 
becoming foodies, said  self-
described “Dog Food Dude”  
Rick Woodford.

“Dogs love food more than 
we think they do,” said Wood-
ford, the author of “Feed Your 
Best Friend Better” and the 
leader of the one-day semi-
nar. “I never tell people that 
there is only one way to do it, 
but if you value buying local 
and organic foods and you 
say your dog is a family mem-
ber, it kinds of make sense to 
extend that to your dog.”

Students at the July 28 
class at the Williamsburg 
culinary center — which 
typically focuses on food for 
human consumption — will 
prepare and sample doggie 
dishes such as turkey “mut-
tloaf” and salmon cakes, 
learn why homemade ca-
nine cuisine is delicious and 
healthy for pooches, and get 
a copy of Woodford’s book.

Woodford, who lives in 
Portland, Ore., says making 
fresh food for dogs can im-
prove their health — and that 
it’s similar to serving people 
with dietary restrictions. 

“Cooking for a dog is 
much like cooking for a dia-
betic child or a partner with 
heart disease,” said Wood-
ford, who argues dogs need 

diets that are low in salt, 
spices, and fat. “Dogs will 
have the same reaction to 
good foods that people do. My 
big mantra is phytochemi-
cals and antioxidants — the 
more of those foods you’re 
giving them, the better 
they’ll be in the long run.”

Dogs can even learn to 
love the healthy, fresh foods 
commonly found at farmers 
markets, the writer claims. 

“Our dogs love kale and 
the fava beans we just har-
vested,” he said. “I’d rather 
give a dog a carrot than a 
milk bone any day,” he said.

The upcoming class isn’t 
the fi rst sign the borough’s 
dogs have begun refi ning 
their palates:  organic dog 
biscuits  debuted Red Hook 
in 2004, and two dog food en-
trepreneurs behind were so 
proud of their hormone- and 
antiobiotic-free pup chow 
that they  ate it for a month  to 
 prove it was good stuff .

Woodford says he’s not 

worried about pleasing the 
potentially picky and jaded 
big city pooches in Brooklyn. 

“I’ve been trying to turn 
all the dogs in Portland into 
foodies,” he said. “When 
these dogs get hold of my 
muttloaf, none of them are 
going to complain!”

And he disputes the no-
tion that cooking special 
meals for dogs is excessive.

“How can it be pampering 
if you’re just feeding them 
real food? I’m not feeding 
them fi let mignon,” he said. 
“It should not be a crime to 
give a dog a carrot.”

The folks behind Brook-
lyn Kitchen agree. 

“Dogs are people, too,”  co-
owner Taylor Erkkinen said.

DIY Meals and Treats for 
Dogs at Brooklyn Kitchen 
[100 Frost St. between Leon-
ard Street and Manhattan 
Avenue in Williamsburg 
(718) 389–2982. www.the-
brooklynkitchen.com] July 
28, 2 pm. $25. 

CANINE TEETH: Rick Woodford will show you how to prepare healthy, 
homemade dog food for your pup. 

He wants to make 
your dog a foodie
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
This summer, Coney 

Island is coming to Bay 
Ridge.

The visionary behind 
the iconic sideshow murals 
of sword swallowers and 
fi re breathers — on the Co-
ney Island USA building at 
the corner of Surf Avenue 
and W 12th Street — is set to 
open an exhibit of her work 
at the Art Room school on 
Third Avenue between 87th 
and 88th streets on Aug. 4. 

For the Gravesend-born 
Marie Roberts, an exhibit 
in Bay Ridge will fulfi ll a 
childhood dream. 

Her family drove into the 
neighborhood every year 
when she was just a young 
girl, to marvel at the Bay 
Ridge Community Coun-
cil’s Halloween Window-
Painting Contest — which 
Roberts said was her fi rst 
real exposure to art. 

“My father would take 
me to see these windows 

and I remember wishing 
that someday I could be 
as good an artist as that,” 
said Roberts. “I think that 
looking at those Bay Ridge 
windows as a child helped 
instill my love of public art, 
of having real art in acces-
sible places so that all peo-
ple could see it. That’s what 
we do at the sideshow.”

Roberts’s roots in the 
People’s Playground run 
deep: one of her uncles 
was a talker at the Dream-
land circus sideshow in 
the 20s, while two others 
were working the infamous 
Dante-themed Hellgate 
ride the night it burst into 
fl ames that torched the en-
tire amusement park.

Her father served as 
chauffeur to the legendary 
freak show performer Zip 
What Is It.

In 1995, Roberts — then 
an art teacher at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University — ap-
proached Coney Island USA 
founder Dick Zigun about 
her interest in the banners 
for Zigun’s new building.

It’s a gig that wound up 
becoming her own.

“I fell in love with this 
American genre,” said Rob-
erts. “It was a project which 
utilized all of my training 
as an artist and also drew 
upon my family roots.”

Today Roberts’s studio 
sits above the Coney Island 
USA sideshows — where 
her canvas murals for the 
venue’s acts have earned 
her national attention. 

When the Art Room 
opened in 2010 and began 
offering painting and draw-
ing classes to neighborhood 
kids, its owners Leigh Holli-
day and Justin Brannan — 
longtime fans of Roberts’s 

work — asked her to cre-
ate a banner for the school. 
This year, they are debut-
ing their professional art-
ist exhibition program. For 
Roberts, it’s another oppor-
tunity to make her art — 
from her murals to smaller 
watercolor drawings to 
Asian-style scroll paintings 
— available to the people of 
her native borough.

“I love that the Art Room 

is a space dedicated to art in 
the heart of Brooklyn,” Rob-
erts said. “I am delighted 
that Bay Ridge has em-
braced it for all that it has 
to offer its younger — and 
now older — denizens.”

Marie Roberts at the 
Art Room [8710 Third Av-
enue between 87th and 88th 
Streets in Bay Ridge. (347) 
560–6572]. Aug. 4, 8 pm. 
Free.

FREAK SHOW GALLERY: Artist Marie Roberts has created murals celebrating Coney Island’s famous 
sideshows for 17 years now. 

SIDE SHOWING: Coney Island 
USA painter Marie Solomon 
brings her iconic style to Bay 
Ridge’s Art Room school on 
August 4.

Coney carny art 
comes to Ridge
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when Mayor Abe Beame was run-
ning the city. The Department of 
Transportation promised to come 
and inspect the site and review 
the signage.

But the sign itself doesn’t date 
back to the disco era. The city up-
dated it every few years as it raked 
in money from unwarranted park-
ing tickets that were meted out at 
the spots, residents say.  

The city wouldn’t to say how 
many people had been ticketed for 
parking there over the past four 
mayoral administrations.

Stein says she won’t rest until 
the city fi nally fi xes its gaffe and 
no more unwitting motorists are 
slapped with unnecessary tickets.

“It’s obviously a revenue 
stream for the city,” she said. “But 
there’s no reason in hell why these 
spaces should be blocked off!”

Stein added that when the city 
comes with a crowbar to pry away 
the signs, she’ll be waiting.

“I’m going to be there when 
they come to inspect — to fi nd 
out what the hell is going on!” she 

Continued from cover

Parking
the bike,” as the frame was still 
locked to the pole.

But then she looked closer and 
noticed the note had been photo-
copied.

That’s when she spotted fi ve 
more identical notes taped to 
other pillaged bikes and poles on 
the same block, leading her to be-
lieve the person behind the mes-
sage was involved in the crime.

The mysterious note writer 
wants to sell the bike parts back 
to the victims or cash in on re-
ward money, she claims.

Her theory may not be far off: 
cops arrested two teens accused 
of bike theft several blocks away 
on the same night, according to 
offi cers at the 78th Precinct. Po-
lice spotted the boys — who were 
traveling in a pack of four — cut-
ting a bike lock with red clippers 
near Fifth Avenue and President 
Street just before midnight, about 
twenty minutes after Clearfi eld 
parked her $300 ride, according 
to investigators.

Victims say it’s unlikely the 

author of the message is a good 
Samaritan, claiming it would be 
almost impossible for a passerby 
to catch and detain a bike bandit 
mid-spree — then transport doz-
ens of parts and wheels home on 
the same night.

Plus, the one-size-fi ts-all note 
is oddly generic and could have 
been penned before the crime 
even took place, said Clearfi eld, 
who has since blogged about the 
incident on  Park Slope Patch .

Brooklyn Weekly tried call-

ing the number on the note on 
Wednesday but nobody answered.

Clearfi eld now says she has 
just one request for the note au-
thor, whoever he may be.

“Can I get my wheels back 
now?” she said.

Continued from cover

Bike parts

WHEELY WRONG: A crook stole a bunch of bike parts in Park Slope, then left ransom notes, say angry cyclists.
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BY THOMAS TRACY
A kosher liquor store 

where a hip-hop record ex-
ecutive turned Orthodox 
Jew was shot to death two 
years ago was raided by 
gun-toting criminals again 
this week, cops from the 
70th Precinct said.

Investigators say two 
men forced their way into 
the MB Vineyards on Nos-
trand Avenue near Av-
enue J — the same spot 
where Jamaican-born em-

ployee Yoseph Robinson 
was gunned down protect-
ing his girlfriend from an 
armed robber — on July 11, 
holding up two employees.

The suspects entered 
the store at 9:15 pm, fl ashed 
their weapons, and forced 
the employees into the 
basement, where they tied 
the workers up.

The thieves robbed 
their victims and swiped 
a few bottles of booze be-
fore fl eeing the scene, cops 

said. 
The duo tried to force 

open the cash register, but 
couldn’t get into it, investi-
gators were told. 

No one was harmed dur-
ing the July 11 robbery, 
but the scene was eerily 
similar to the hold-up that 
ended Robinson’s life.

Police said Robinson 
was working at MB Vine-
yards on Aug. 19, 2010 when 
suspected gunman Eion 
Klass stepped inside, pulled 

a gun, and held up Robin-
son’s girlfriend. 

Robinson was shot twice 
as he wrestled with the 
gunman. 

Klass was arrested and 
charged with the killing a 
few days later.

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding Wednes-
day’s robbery is urged to 
call CrimeStoppers at (800) 
577–8477. 

All calls will be kept 
confi dential.

BY ELI ROSENBERG
A bandit raided a Cor-

telyou Road restaurant on 
July 9 — the latest incident 
in a string of crimes against 
Ditmas Park businesses 
and homes that has left 
residents and merchants on 
edge.

Cops cuffed an 18-year-
old suspect on June 13 af-
ter surveillance footage 
showed a thief entering 
Picket Fence at around 6:30 
am and leaving with two 
cash registers containing 
$2,500.

A camera captured 
the thief forcing open the 
back door of the restau-
rant, which is between 
Argyle and Rugby roads, 
and rummaging through 
a downstairs office before 
finding the two cash reg-
isters on the main f loor. 

The crook — who was 
struggling to hold up his 
sagging jeans — took one 
register outside and ripped 
out the cash drawer before 
going back in for the sec-
ond register, the footage 
shows.

Cops from the 70th Pre-
cinct arrested the thief 
without incident on July 
13 — claiming that he may 
have been responsible for 
two more break-ins in the 
neighborhood. 

Picket Fence manager 
Ram Bisht said he was 
stunned when he reviewed 
the surveillance feed.

“I can’t believe how 
easy he made it look,” Bisht 
said. 

This was the second time 
Picket Fence was burglar-
ized in the last 12 months, 
Bisht said. 

The owner installed se-
curity cameras after the 
last break-in.

The brazen early-
morning break-in is the 
latest in a rash of crimes 
to hit Ditmas Park in re-
cent weeks.

A crook  hit up the Con-
necticut Muffi n  down the 
block from Picket Fence. 
 And thieves also ransacked 
at least three homes on West-
minster Road  between Cor-
telyou and Beverley roads, 
which is just two blocks 
away, last month.

Ditmas Park merchants 
said the uptick in crime did 
not bode well for the neigh-
borhood.

“It’s concerning,” said 
Amy Besa, the owner of 
Purple Yam, which is two 

doors down from Picket 
Fence.

Police did not return 
calls for comment, but one 
merchant said cops from 
the 70th Precinct are ad-
dressing the mini-crime 
wave. 

“We haven’t had a prob-
lem like this in a long time,” 
said the store owner, who 
did not wish to give his 
name. 

“But the consensus is 
we need more foot patrols. 
When you see some blue 
uniforms it gives you a 
sense of security.”

Bisht echoed those calls, 
claiming that the neighbor-
hood was becoming an easy 
target for young, inexperi-
enced thieves looking for a 
fast buck.

“I don’t see cops around 
here,” said Bisht. “This guy 
came in at 6:30 in the morn-
ing. 

FLASHBACK: A recent gunpoint robbery at MB Vineyards on Nos-
trand Avenue reminded residents of the death of Yoseph Robinson 
(center), who was gunned down in the store in 2010.

Ditmas residents: Burglars 
continue to prey on shops

Violence returns to MB Vineyards

CAUGHT ON TAPE: (Left) Police say a backpack-wearing bandit 
took all the cash from Picket Fence on Cortelyou Road last week. 
(Right) This bald man broke into Connecticut Muffi n a week earlier, 
according to investigators.  

“Brooklynettes” Christina Black, Jessica Goldstone, and Ericka Honig are looking ahead 
toward a sweet Nets basketball season. The trio were in fi ne form on Friday when they 
served up some Junior’s cheesecake to celebrate the Brooklyn Nets new backcourt, which 
includes former Atlanta Hawks point guard Joe Johnson and point guard Deron Williams. 
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BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s the perfect Coney Island 

marriage.
Roller derby, arguably the 

world’s greatest spectator sport, 
is now at the Abe Stark Arena in 
Coney Island — home of odd-ball 
spectacles. 

The fun began on July 14, when 
teams from the Gotham Girls 
Roller Derby league competed in 
two double-headers against out-
of-city rivals. A second match 
will take place on Aug. 11.

“Roller derby fans tend to 
look for entertainment slightly 
off the beaten path, and roller 
derby complements the overall 

entertainment scene of Coney Is-
land, including the freak show, 
the burlesque performances, the 
midway games, and the carnival 
rides,” said Gotham Girl Eva Mc-
Closkey, who competes under the 
derby name “Evilicious.”

The Abe Stark Arena also pro-
vides another perk that will draw 
roller derby teams and their fans 
to the People’s Playground: orga-
nizers are allowed to sell beer on 
the premises.

“It’s a rare thing for us,” said 
Ginger Snap, a skater for the elite 
All-Stars team. 

“We usually have our games 
at local colleges, which are dry,” 

she said.
Hosting the event near Luna 

Park has its benefi ts as well: 
roller derby spectators will be 
able to buy discount passes that 
are unavailable on weekends, 
McCloskey said.

“A co-promotion with Luna 
Park will allow fans at the bout to 
purchase all-you-can-ride passes 
to the park, which will make for a 
complete afternoon and evening 
of Coney Island fun,” she said.

The Abe Stark Arena is only 
open on weekends and school 
holidays from October through 
April. 

It’s closed in the summer as 

the ice is allowed to melt — pro-
viding a smooth, oval rink that’s 
perfect for some aggressive roller 
skating.

Roller derby is a contact sport 
pitting two opposing teams of 14 
players against each other, with 
fi ve members of each team skat-
ing counter-clockwise around 
the track at all times. 

Plays consists of a series of 
two-minute rounds called jams. 
Both teams designate a scoring 
player, called the jammer, who 
scores points by lapping mem-
bers of the opposing team.

The remaining players, 
known as blockers, try to stop the 

jammer from lapping their team-
mates at all costs — and that’s 
where the fun, and the crashes, 
begin.

But roller derby isn’t just for 
women.

Guys from the New York Shock 
Exchange will take on men from 
the St. Louis GateKeepers in Co-
ney Island during the August 
double-header.

Roller derby at the Abe Stark 
Arena [1902 W. 19th St. near Surf 
Avenue in Coney Island, (718) 
946-3135; www.gothamgirlsroller-
derby.com] on Aug. 11 at 5 pm. 
Online tickets are $19.99, $25 at 
the door.

Gotham Girls Roller Derby look to roll over the competition at Aug. 11 double-header
SKATING INTO CONEY ISLAND 

CATCHING A CONEY WAVE: The Gotham Girls Roller Der-
by league will compete at the Abe Stark Arena in Coney 
Island on Aug. 11. 
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Beloved Cyclones first base-

man Cole Frenzel is getting an-
other taste of southern hospital-
ity.

The North Dakota native has 
climbed up a rung on the Mets 
farm-system ladder again, land-
ing a spot on the roster for the sin-
gle A-level Savannah Sand Gnats 
for the second time this season.

Frenzel — who replaced for-
mer Sand Gnat Aderline Rodri-
guez on July 13 when he got called 
up to the St. Lucie Mets — earned 
the slot this time thanks to his 
strong performance on the field, 
leading the team in batting with 
a .342 average over 19 games.

Clones spokesman Billy 
Harner said he was sad he won’t 
see Frenzel’s 6-foot-2, 208-pound 
form manning the bag anymore, 

but he was happy to hear of the 
ballplayer’s success.

“It’s always a bittersweet thing 
when guys who have played so 
well here and have won so many 
fans move on,” Harner said.

Frenzel started in Coney Is-
land as a seventh round Amaz-
in’s draft pick last July, and im-
mediately turned heads on the 
diamond, at the plate, and even 
in the dugout —  thanks to a tat-
tered,  tape-covered mitt  he had 
worn ever since he started play-
ing first base with the University 
of Arizona Wildcats in 2009.

“In this glove, every ball 
sticks in the pocket. That’s why I 
like it,” Frenzel told this newspa-
per last year.

The mitt served him well in 
his first year of minor league 
ball, where he led the NY–Penn 
League with a .997 fielding per-

centage, committing just one er-
ror in 371 total chances in 2011.

In May, the slugger got called 
up to Georgia to replace an in-
jured player, but Frenzel got 
bumped back down when the 
Sand Gnat recovered.

After his stint in Savannah, 
Frenzel rejoined the Cyclones 
and  parted with his first glove  — 
but he kept playing well and was 
even named the league’s player of 
the week on July 2.

Frenzel’s dedication and effort 
impressed Cyclones skipper Rich 
Donnelly as much as it wowed the 
fans.

“No one’s worked harder than 
Cole,” Donnelly said earlier this 
year.

And he appears to be off to a 
good start in Georgia, hitting his 
first homer as a Sand Gnat on 
July 17.

Cole Frenzel moves up 
Mets ladder to Savannah

GEORGIA ON HIS MIND: Cole Frenzel is now a Savannah Sand Gnat.  
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or Jewish property — and 
they won’t shy away from 
getting violent if they have 
to.

“We caught someone 
attacking a synagogue in 
Long Island, they got their 
heads broken in and that 
put a stop to it,” Klein said. 
“That’s exactly what we’re 
going to do if we catch 
someone doing that in Ma-
rine Park.”

The group has attacked 
vandals it caught toppling 
over tombstones inside 
Washington Cemetery in 
Mapleton, Klein said.

“We caught them in the 
act and beat them up good,” 
Klein said. “We gave them a 
lesson in Jewish justice.”

Police say the vandal 
who painted a swastika out-
side Merkaz Yisroel on Ave-
nue S near E. 33rd Street on 
June 18 hasn’t been found. 

Cops from the 63rd Pre-
cinct beefed up patrols in 
Marine Park in response 
to the vandalism — and 

say they do not need any 
additional help from the 
Jewish Defense Organiza-
tion.

Police Offi cer Thomas 
Podd, a community affairs 
offi cer at the 63rd Precinct, 
said that cops encourage the 
help of groups that observe 
and report — like the Shom-
rim in Williamsburg — but 

condemn private groups 
that resort to violence.

Podd is also skeptical 
that patrol members have 
proper permits to carry 
guns.

“It’s fi ne to have extra 
eyes out there, but nobody 
wants them to be taking the 
laws into their own hands, 
especially if they’re carry-

selves — or spend hundreds 
of dollars hiring a private 
company — because Ani-
mal Care & Control, a non-
profi t working under a city 
contract, refuses to remove 
raccoons unless they are 
deemed dangerous, sick, or 
hurt. 

That’s why concerned 
Greenwoodsmen have 
launched a letter-writing 
campaign urging City 
Council to change the city’s 
critter protocol to require 
the Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene to trap 
raccoons.

“You go outside expecting 

to see one — and there’s a fam-
ily of fi ve or six,” said neigh-
bor Aaron Brashear, who 
claims the aggressive crit-
ters spread trash and leave 
behind waste that hosts para-
sitic roundworms. “They’re 
beyond a nuisance.”

Neighbors have tried 
everything to get rid of the 
clever creatures: double-
bagging garbage cans, buy-
ing electric fences, and us-
ing expensive pest sprays.

“These suckers are 
smart — smart to the point 
where we’ve had to buy all 
new trash cans with lock-
ing lids because they’ve 
fi gure out how to use their 
‘hands’ to open the lids,” 
said Greenwood resident 
Ryan Powers. 

Another neighbor said 
the animals wake her up 
at 3:30 am and once man-
aged to knock over a heavy 
planter.

Residents want the De-
partment of Health and Men-
tal Hygiene to form a task 
force that would trap and re-
lease the raccoons. 

A spokeswoman for the 
agency could not be reached 
for comment.

It’s not the fi rst proposed 
raccoon policy change. Last 
year, state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D–Queens)  introduced leg-
islation  requiring the same 
city agency “to remove any 
raccoon upon request from a 
member of the public” — but 
the bill has sat in limbo ever 
since.

Continued from cover

Vigilantes
Continued from cover

Pests

nately Irish and Italian, it’s 
unlikely that the vandal 
left the graffi ti on the quiet 
street to frighten and out-
rage borough Jews, police 
sources said, adding that 
if the vandalism is inves-
tigated, it won’t be consid-
ered a hate crime. 

The graffi ti was discov-

ered just three weeks after 
someone  painted the Nazi 
symbol  outside a synagogue 
in nearby Marine Park.

Deputy Inspector George 
Mastrokostas didn’t address 
the vandalism at a special 
summer 61st Precinct Com-
munity Council meeting 
last Wednesday night, but 
Assemblywoman Helene 
Weinstein (D–Midwood) 
said that all swastika sight-
ings should be reported to 

the police immediately.
“I don’t know if they 

were targeting somebody, 
or if they thought they 
could get away with it, but 
we have to be vigilant when 
these types of things hap-
pen,”  Weinstein said.

Continued from page 6 

Vandals

SIGN OFF: Members of the Jewish Defense organization say they 
will keep Marine Park safe from anti-Jewish activities, like swas-
tika graffi ti. 
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