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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
The world’s most talented 

armchair quarterbacks are 
thanking a Gowanus sculp-
tor for creating a real-life re-
ward for fantasy sports.

Dave Mitri, founder 
of  Fantasy Trophies , has 
carved a niche crafting 
bronze hardware for fan-
tasy sports afi cionados that 

depicts a beer-bellied man 
making the classic “Heis-
man” pose — only he’s ex-
tending a remote control in-
stead of a stiff arm.

The handmade statues 
spoof stereotypes about die-
hard sports fans who toil 
over make-believe rosters 
based on stats from real ath-
letes.

Mitri said his rendition 
of a less-than svelte male 
form is a nod to the fact that 
the sports-centered hobby 
involves zero physical activ-
ity.

“It pokes some fun,” said 
the sculptor, who creates 
the trophies in a studio on 
18th Street near Third Av-

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Windsor Terrace residents 

have a less-than welcoming mes-
sage for their neighborhood’s new-
est business: feed us or leave!

More than 100 protesters ral-
lied outside the former home of the 
community’s only grocery store 
on Wednesday to demand that the 
new tenant — the drugstore chain 
Walgreens — offer fresh food or 
back out of the deal.

“You’re not welcome here — 
and we’re not taking this laying 
down,” said protest organizer 
Steve LeVine.

Neighbors last month began 
fi ghting the  nation’s largest phar-
macy chain  after it announced its 
plans to replace the Key Foods at 
Prospect and 11th avenues, say-
ing it would create a food desert 
that would force families and old 
people to trek more than a mile to 
Park Slope for sustenance.

More than 3,000 people — 
roughly one third of all house-
holds in the neighborhood — have 
since  signed petitions  pledging to 
boycott the pharmacy, according 
the movement’s organizers.

Protesters urged the chain to 
open a full-service food market or 

BY ELI ROSENBERG
The city must take 

Olean Street back from the 
sex-crazed teens who have 
turned the lush country 
lane into their personal love 
shack, say outraged resi-
dents who are tired of hav-
ing their quiet block turned 
into a troublemaker’s play-
ground.

The ongoing  sexcapades 
on the two-block-long strip  
between E. 22nd and E. 24th 
streets have gotten out of 
control, residents say, but 
it’s not the only thing anger-
ing residents: the street has 
also become a hang-out spot 
for illegal dumpers, loiter-
ers, drug users, and prosti-

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 15Continued on Page 14

Carny: Seize with eminent domain
BY WILL BREDDERMAN

The city should use its power 
of eminent domain to take the 
Shore Theater from its disgrace-
ful owner — who has sat on the 
property for 
nearly two de-
cades without do-
ing anything to 
it — and turn it 
into the palace it 
once was, the un-
offi cial mayor of 
Coney Island de-
creed last Thurs-
day. 

Coney Island 
USA founder 
Dick Zigun said 

Horace Bullard has allowed the 
building where Jerry Lewis once 
performed to crumble, and doesn’t 
deserve the choice property at 
Surf and Stillwell avenues.

“Whether it’s 
through the Land-
marks Commission or 
eminent domain, this 
must be done by any 
means necessary,” Zi-
gun said during his 
annual State of Coney 
Island Address. “The 
Shore Theater must 
be occupied.”

The People’s Play-
ground’s self-pro-
Continued on Page 15
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‘COACH’ POTATO: Fantasy 
sports fans can now win one 
of these.

ZIGUN DEMANDS ACTION: Dick Zigun, the unoffi cial mayor of Coney Island,  
uses his bully pulpit to demand the city take possession of Horace Bullard’s 
Shore Theater (right), a landmarked building many say is falling apart.

Lovers’ Lane fi ghters Lazy man’s Heisman trophy

Windsor’s  
Walgreens   
food war

SHORE 
THEATER 
BATTLE
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J A C K  W E I S S M A N

BY ALFRED NG
Michele Kaplan often 

gets stuck on the train, but 
unlike many commuters, 
it’s not delays or track work 
that slow her down — it’s 
the space between the sub-
way car and the platform.

Kaplan, who uses a wheel-
chair, says too-steep gaps at 
certain stations purported 
to be “ accessible ” to disabled 
passengers — including 
many in Downtown — are 
actually impassible, leaving 
her trapped part-way over 
the tracks if she isn’t careful.

“It is an incredibly scary 
experience, and I am pretty 
fearless in my chair,” said 
Kaplan, who documents 
her struggles commuting at 
her blog  MindTheGapMTA.
tumblr.com .

Kaplan is one of 60,000 
handicapped straphangers 
who she claims are con-
stantly inconvenienced by 
the inconsistent spacing 
between trains and plat-
forms — and advocates for 
disabled commuters say the 

problems abound at suppos-
edly wheelchair-friendly 
stations including Borough 
Hall, Atlantic Avenue–Bar-
clays Center, DeKalb Ave-
nue, and the Kings Highway 
B and Q stop, among others.

The  Americans With 
Disabilities Act  stipulates 
that the difference in height 
between a train and the 
platform cannot be more 
than 5/8 of an inch — but 
the difference can be as 
much as three inches at the 
Borough Hall station, ac-
cording to disabled rights 
attorney and Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
critic Martin Coleman.

“It’s breaking the law,” 
Coleman says. “This is a 
situation they know about, 
and they will not take steps 
to address it.”

On the Long Island Rail 
Road — where  a teenager died 
after falling into the gap  — 
MTA workers help disabled 
passengers board trains and 
even lay out sturdy ramps at 
problematic stations.

But that’s not the case in 
the subway system.

MTA spokeswoman 
Deidre Parker says “there 
should be no need for assis-
tance” at “accessible” sta-
tions, so long as disabled 
passengers enter and exit 
the train in a designated 
zone marked by signs.

Conductors can assist 
riders if they need it — but 
only at 19 “accessible” sta-
tions out of the 157 stops in 
the borough.

“Not every station can be 
modifi ed to permit [Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act] 
compliant gap tolerances at 
every train door,” Parker 
said.

But that’s no consolation 
for Kaplan.

After taking one fall too 
many, the Gravesend resident 
 started a petition  imploring 
the MTA to mend the gaps.

“This is an issue of 
safety,” it claims. “If the MTA 
lists a station as ‘Wheelchair 
Accessible’ then it needs to be 
wheelchair accessible.”

Disabled rider: I can’t get on the train!

LEFT AT THE STATION: Michele Kaplan says she can’t get her wheelchair onto the subway because 
the gap between the platform and the train is too big — even at so-called “accessible stations.”

SHE MINDS 
THE GAP
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Brooklyn is  quickly   be-

coming   America’s   cycling  
 capital  thanks to a growing 
number of top-notch bike 
lanes — but then there are 
the ones that strike fear in 
the hearts of riders on a 
daily basis.

Some bike lanes are 
blocked by dozens of dou-
ble parked cars. Others 
end without warning. One 
shoots bikers into oncom-
ing traffi c. Several have pot-
holes big enough to make a 
morning cruise feel like a 
blindfolded tractor ride on 
the moon.

What follows is a list of 
seven of the most frighten-
ing bike lanes in Brook-
lyn, based on transporta-
tion studies, interviews 
with bike advocates, and 
testimony from dozens of 
cyclists (including this 
newspaper’s team of traffi c 
safety experts).

Which do you think is 
the most terrifying?

Jay Street
Rule-breaking motor-

ists — including cabbies, 
van drivers, and even cops 
— park so frequently in this 
Downtown-to-Manhattan 
link-up lane that the path 
regularly looks more like a 
parking lot than a safe ha-
ven for cyclists. The dou-
ble-parkers force bikers to 
 swerve around cars and into 
the vehicular lanes , where 
jay-walking pedestrians are 
one more obstacle to dodge.

And the stats are dra-
matic, too: an average of 49 
vehicles park in the bike 
lane between Willoughby 
and Johnson streets dur-
ing morning and evening 
rush hours, according to  a 
four-day traffi c survey  con-
ducted by the bike advocacy 
group Transportation Al-
ternatives.

It’s only a matter of time, 
cycling advocates say, be-
fore someone gets hurt.

“Luckily I haven’t ended 
up on the pavement yet,” 
said cyclist Lucas Sanchez. 

S. Fifth Street 
South Williamsburg’s 

most confusing eastbound 

lane terminates and dumps 
riders into a westbound-
only path on S. Fourth 
Street near the foot of the 
Williamsburg Bridge.

But many eastbound rid-
ers wind up riding in the 
wrong direction on a block-
long stretch without a bike 
lane — then fi nd themselves 
pedaling directly into fast-
moving, oncoming traffi c 
under a poorly-lit Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway 
overpass. 

The whole thing could 
be avoided with a sign di-
recting cyclists to a safer, 
but less intuitive alterna-
tive route, bikers say.

“If you’re in a hurry, it’s 
a death trap,” said cyclist 
Marc Seidenstein.

Navy Street 
Rock-tossing teenagers 

last year turned this pedal-
ing path into a bone-chill-
ing landmark by launching 
objects — including bricks 

and golf balls — at cyclists 
from a footbridge near Til-
lary Street, injuring or ter-
rorizing at least six bikers. 
The city erected a tall fence 
atop the bridge to protect cy-
clists from projectiles, but 
the lane is still plagued with 
potholes and other obstruc-
tions, like a stack of wooden 
crates that blocked the way 
last week, cyclists say.

“We don’t expect to ride 
on a red carpet  —  but we 
want our space to be treated 
with respect,” said Stephen 
Arthur, who  was hit with a 
brick on the lane last year .

Fifth Avenue 
Shoppers and restau-

rant-goers entering and 
leaving cars on this popu-
lar-but-narrow corridor in 
Park Slope make the shared 
lane tricky for cyclists, 
some of whom have been 
squished between vehicles, 
“car-doored,” or hit by mo-
torists trying to park.

“I’ve seen some close 
calls,” said cycling advo-
cate Mitch Sonies.

Ninth Street 
Busted concrete, deep 

potholes, and double-parked 
cars make riding this well-
used route frightening. And 
then there are the motorists 
who drive fast on the popu-
lar thoroughfare, especially 
near speeding-prone Fourth 
Avenue, cyclists say.

“The street’s plenty 
wide, so those lanes could 
really benefi t from being 
physically separated,” said 
cycling advocate Eric Mc-
Clure.

Brooklyn Bridge
Bikers are forced to 

squeeze between oblivious 
tourists snapping photos 
and a silver wall the city 
installed last year as part 
of bridge repairs. The new 
wall shrunk the width of 
the already narrow corri-

dor — and the extra squeeze 
may have contributed to 
several crashes, including 
one that landed a tourist in 
the hospital with a busted 
chin last year, according to 
 the New York Post .

“It’s bad,” said Sonies. 
“Sometimes you have to 
just hop off and walk.” 

Bedford Avenue
The borough’s longest 

avenue was once a safe 
street for cyclists, but bik-
ers say that all changed 
after the city removed a 
15-block portion of the lane 
between Flushing and Di-
vision avenues  following a 
long-brewing war  between 
motorists and two-wheelers 
in South Williamsburg.

The lane-less area cre-
ated a whole new set of prob-

lems, cyclist say. The north-
bound route stops right 
before a chaotic section of 
the roadway where parked 
school busses and heavy 
traffi c can obscure cyclists’ 
vision. 

Making it 15 blocks until 
the lane restarts is a chal-
lenge mainly because of the 
attitude of drivers in the 
area, bikers say.

“People in this neighbor-
hood don’t respect the bike 
lanes,” said cyclist Mateo 
Bijoux.

A Department of Trans-
portation spokeswoman 
said her agency will “take 
a look at” the seven scary 
lanes and see if any changes 
can be made.
 — with Alfred Ng 

 and Ben Lockhart

VOTE: Which of these terrifying bike routes is the most horrifying in Brooklyn?

BIKE PAINS: Cyclists in Brooklyn say they must navigate danger-
ous obstacles such as potholes, car doors, double-parked cars, 
and photo-snapping tourists — even when they’re riding in bike 
lanes.  Photos by Stefano Giovannini and Alfred Ng

SCARIEST BICYCLE LANES

VOTE ONLINE AT 
www.BrooklynDaily.com/ScariestBikeLane
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Store Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri, 7:30am to 5pm & Thurs, 7:30am to 7pm

You’ll run out of room before you run out of options.
Andersen® windows come in styles, shapes and sizes to fi t any purpose and every personality. With natural wood 
interiors, low-maintenance exteriors and a host of elegant options, it’s no wonder professional builders and 
remodelers choose Andersen windows more often than any other brand.

Visit our showroom today to see the complete line of energy-effi cient 
Andersen windows and doors.

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
A Prospect Heights 

woman exploited her po-
sition on an infl uential 
Brooklyn Bridge Park ad-
visory committee to land a 
sweet business deal, claim 
her former colleagues who 
are lobbing allegations of 
cronyism over a  $40-million 
bike track development .

Kate Collignon,  a prin-
cipal at the development 
consulting fi rm HR & A 
Advisors , sat for months 
on the park’s Community 
Advisory Council while si-
multaneously doing work 
for the velodrome, accord-
ing to committee sources 
and documents obtained by 
this newspaper — and that 
doesn’t sit well with other 
panel members.

“There are extraordi-
nary confl icts of interest,” 
said Judi Francis.

Collignon was added 
to the council of “park ad-
vocates” and community 
members in 2010, a year 
 after she began working  

for the fi rm — which is  do-
ing consulting work  for the 
cycling track and gym and 
has done similar work for 
Brooklyn Bridge Park on-
and-off since 2005.

Collignon never actually 
voted on the plan because 
she resigned from the panel 
two months ago. But she re-
surfaced soon after as a rep-
resentative for the proposed 
bike track — and panel 
sources say her votes and 
contributions to committee 

discussions helped pave the 
way for the project.

Her dual roles are a con-
fl ict of interest — and just 
one example of an ethical 
snafu on a committee in 
which several members 
stand to gain from business 
hook-ups, panel members 
say.

“We should be represent-
ing a community of park 
users — not the people who 
provide the park with ser-
vices [for profi t],” said com-
mittee member Roy Sloane.

Part of the problem, 
committee members say, 
stems from the way appoin-
tees introduced Collignon 
as a Prospect Heights resi-
dent who loves parks rather 
than as a development ex-
pert whose fi rm stands to 
profi t from dealings in the 
green space. 

Indeed,  a 2010 press re-
lease from Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Corporation , which 
had a hand in choosing 
members, notes “Kate Col-
lignon is a 15-year Brook-

lyn resident, usually found 
on weekends exploring the 
city’s park system with her 
family.” It goes on to men-
tion her place of employ-
ment, but fails to note the 
fi rm’s  major role in con-
sulting for Brooklyn Bridge 
Park  dating back to 2005 
and 2006 when the fi rm 
helped create the develop-
ment’s master plan.

The athletic complex, 
which will be built on Fur-
man Street near Pier 5, is a 
gift to the city from million-
aire philanthropist and cy-
clist Joshua Rechnitz, who 
made the largest donation 
to a park in the city’s his-
tory. But there’s still plenty 
of money to be made from 
the project, panel members 
claim.

Collignon did not re-
spond to a call and two e-
mails seeking comment by 
press time.

Regina Myer, president 
of Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
said Collignon did not over-
step her role while she was 

a member of the committee.
“The proposal has pro-

ceeded on its own merits 
and has not been voted on 
by any members of the Com-
munity Advisory Council,” 
Myer said in a statement. 
“Kate Collignon resigned at 
the beginning of the process 
so as not to pose a confl ict 
of interest. Any suggestion 
that she exercised infl uence 
on the [panel] or Brooklyn 
Bridge Park regarding the 
proposed fi eld house is com-
pletely inaccurate.”

Myer also says no mem-
bers of the committee are 

profi ting from their volun-
teer roles on the board.

The agency’s website 
notes that committee mem-
bers were chosen “ in con-
sultation with local elected 
offi cials representing the 
park ,” and that the panel 
“truly represents a broad 
cross-section of park con-
stituents and advocates.”

But that’s not what some 
members of the group itself 
think. 

“It’s dysfunctional right 
now and not represent-
ing the public’s interest,” 
Sloane said.

Bridge Park cycling track pedaled by crony, committee members allege

WHEELING AND DEALING: The city plans to open a velodrome at 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 5. 

GRINDING THEIR GEARS: Some 
members of a Brooklyn Bridge 
Park planning group say a for-
mer peer used her board spot to 
push for a velodrome — while her 
fi rm cashed in on the plan.

Critics: Greased wheels at velodrome
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
• Fast reduction of pain 
• Improvement of nerve function
• Reduction of muscle spasms.
• Speeding of tissue repair
• Development of muscle tissue and collagen

  and scar tissue formation
• Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

• Bulging, Slipped Discs 
• Spinal Fusion
• Neck Pain
• Sciatica Pain
• Migraine Headaches
• Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
• Tennis Elbow
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
• Neuropathy Pain
• Bell’s Palsy
• Plantar Fasciitis
• Sports Injuries
• Sprains & Strains
• Knee Pain
• Hamstring Tears
• Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-559-6992 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
1117 57th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219
www.brooklynspinecenter.com

718.559.6992
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

AU
G. 

5,
 2

01
2

6

FOR MORE INFORMATION
718-802-3330 or admissions@beoc.cuny.edu

Minimum Qualifi cations for Consideration

College Prep

GED Prep

English as a Second Language 

with Computer Literacy

Medical Assisting

Medical E-Records

Hospitality Management

*National Certifi cation Available

Academic and Supportive Services Available

18 years of age or older 

US Citizen, Permanent Resident or Refugee

Resident of NY State for One Year

High School Diploma or GED required 

for College Prep and Careeer Programs 

(Individuals with college credits are not elegible)

Low to Moderate Income

BEOC Offers Tuition FREE Programs!
Academic Programs Career Programs*

111 Livingston Street (Enter on Boerum Place)

GET LOAN

Trans-Am Credit Solutions
Have A Job?

Outstanding Bills?

GET LOAN
No Application Fee

❑ Personal Loans
❑ Business Loans

❑ Credit Cards Debt Loans
❑ Home Improvements Loans

❑ Auto
❑ Bad Credit Loans

Call Today: 1-800-689-3510

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Danielle Furfaro: How 
long have you been involved 
in the labor movement? 

Harry Kelber: For 75 
years. I’m 98-years-old. As 
a young man, I was thrust 
into it. I went to Cornell, but 
then I got a call that my fa-
ther was dying. I was thrust 
into the working world as a 
breadwinner and I learned 
all about safeguarding work-
ers’ rights. Then, they real-
ized that I could write, and 
when the trade unions got 
hit hard, they gave me two 
newspapers: a construction 
trade paper, and the AFL-
CIO paper. They didn’t give 
me a dime — I had to sell 
advertising to make an in-
come. I did that from 1938 
until 1942 and then I was 
drafted from 1942 until 1945. 
When I came home, both pa-
pers were gone. 

DF:  What did you do 
when you came back from 
the war? 

HK: At the age of 46, I de-
cided that I wanted to go to 
college. So I wrote to Brook-
lyn College. I got my bac-
calaureate from Brooklyn 
College and my master’s and 
PhD from NYU. I graduated 
in 1965 and a half. 

DF: What’s the best job 
you’ve ever had? 

HK: When I became edi-
tor of the Labor Educator. 
I’ve been there from 1994 
when we were on paper, to 
the present when we’re on 
the internet. I should tell you 
that I write three columns a 
week. 

DF: What are you up to 
now? 

HK: On my 98th birth-
day, I announced that I in-
tend to run for president of 
the AFL-CIO. This isn’t a 
frivolous statement. Across 
the country, people are un-
happy. They are being asked 

to make concessions and be-
ing told they will be laid off 
if they don’t. And the union 
leaders are doing nothing 
about it. 

DF: Do you have a lot of 
supporters? 

HK: I have at least a cou-
ple of thousand people who 
follow me loyally. The an-
ger and frustration is all out 
there. The key is to try to con-
geal it to make changes. In 
recent years, there has been 
no action whatsoever. If you 
get a hundred different lo-
cals agitating for what they 
believe in, they will coalesce 
and have a labor movement. 
That’s what we did in the 
’50s. There was no magic.

DF: Do you have a cam-
paign manager?

HK: I have a couple of 
people who are competing 
for it. At the moment, I’m the 
campaign manager. 

DF: Are you using Face-
book and Twitter to court 
voters? 

HK: Very little. I have 
enough things to worry 
about and capitalize on. I do 
have a Facebook page. But 
I haven’t done anything on 
Twitter and I don’t intend to.

DF: What year were you 
born? 

HK: 1914. 

DF: You were born the 
same year as my grand-
mother. 

HK: That was a wonder-
ful decade. There was a De-
pression, but we got social 
security and food stamps 
and all sorts of programs. 
Since then, there’s been 
nothing. 

DF: Do you think people 
will be wary of voting for 
someone who’s 98? 

HK: 98 is not a young 
age, but I have a lot of pep in 
me. People are curious. If a 
98-year-old guy can do this, 
why can’t a 50-year-old? Be-
cause they don’t have the 
guts. 

DF: How old do you feel? 
HK: I feel 50. I have the 

intelligence and memory 
of a 50-year-old and I could 
debate them all to hell. My 
memory’s great. I remember 
a pony ride I got out of a guy 
when I was 3 in exchange for 
letting him cut my hair. I’ve 
been all over the world and 
I remember all the fun and 
the aggravation. 

DF: Are you a rebel? 
HK: You can call me a 

rebel. I’ll take any name. 
As long as I can get things 
done. 

98-year-old running 
for union president

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
On his 98th birthday, professional rabble-rouser and Brooklyn Heights resident Harry 

Kelber announced he will run for president of the American Federation of Labor and Con-
gress of Industrial Organizations.

No, not the local chapter of the nation’s largest labor group. The activist born during 
the Wilson administration wants to be in charge of the entire 11-million worker organiza-
tion, better known as the AFL-CIO. Danielle Furfaro visited Kelber and talked about his 
campaign, his life, his views on labor, and the era when a pony ride cost about the same 
as a haircut.

WILD ABOUT HARRY: Harry Kelber, a 98-year-old labor activist, is 
running for president of the AFL-CIO. 
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In both men and women these conditions are caused by, or worsened by, the lack of suffi cient testosterone, and 
all are almost always signifi cantly helped or eliminated by testosterone replacement. Testosterone has been available 

by prescription for fi fty-seven years. Testosterone replacement is safe and effective in both men and women.

Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE

Martin Slavin, MD

718-444-7040

❖ Fatigue?
❖ Anxiety?
❖ Depression?
❖ Type II Diabetes?
❖ Vascular Diseases?

❖ Weight Gain?
❖ Confusion?
❖ Weakness?
❖ Osteoporosis?
❖ Shortness Of Breath?

❖ Lost Interest In Sex?
❖ Lack Of Self-Esteem?
❖ Lack Of Motivation?
❖ Poor Self-Confi dence
❖ Coronary Disease?

❖ Erectile Dysfunction?
❖ Sexual Discomfort?
❖ Lost Sexual Feelings?
❖ Heart Failure?
❖ Menstrual Cramps?

Testosterone defi ciency treatment 
is covered by most insurances.

Get your testosterone level checked!!!

BY ELI ROSENBERG
A sickly-looking white 

birch in Ditmas Park is a 
disaster waiting to strike 
unsuspecting pedestrians, 
claim outraged residents 
who want the city to tear 
the dying tree out of the 
ground before it keels over.

Bob Pandolfo, co-presi-
dent of the Beverly Square 
West Neighborhood As-
sociation, says he’s called 
311 twice about the leafl ess 
hardwood on Argyle Road 
between Albemarle and 
Beverly roads, only to be 
told that the city made an 
inspection and found noth-
ing wrong with the tree.

“If it’s a dead tree, it 
should be taken down,” 
said Pandolfo. “I know peo-
ple who have been hit by 

large falling branches.”
The citizen tree pruner 

said he’s kept an eye on the 
lackluster timber while 
taking his dog out for daily 
walks.

“Other white birches 
are fully leafed out, but this 
guy has no leaves,” Pan-
dolfo said. 

A slew of budget cuts 
have raised questions about 
the city’s effectiveness in 
caring for its 2.5 million 
trees, although it was re-
cently forced to increase 
funding for the Parks De-
partment following  several 
costly lawsuits  on behalf of 
victims injured or killed by 
falling branches and limbs 
on trees previously iden-
tifi ed by the city as being 
problematic.

It’s not the fi rst time 
Ditmas Park residents 
have lashed out against the 
Parks Department in their 
neck of the woods.

In March the city  re-
moved 24 beech trees it 
planted  on Stratford Road 
after neighbors complained 
they were at odds with the 
area’s historical design. 

Then in June, the city 
 yanked a pair of locust 
trees from  outside a cloth-
ing store on Church Ave-
nue despite residents’ pro-
tests. 

Pandolfo said he was 
alarmed that the city would 
haul off healthy trees, but 
leave a rotting one in place.

Calls to the Parks De-
partment were not re-
turned.

Residents: Sickly birch needs to be removed

WITHERED HOPES: Ditmas Park’s Bob Pandolfo says he wants the city to remove this white birch tree 
on Argyle Road that he claims has been bare for months. 

City in limb-o over 
dead Ditmas tree
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Enjoy 1/2 Off the Mexican side of our Menu
and “Cool Off” with 

$350 Drink Specials
Frozen Margaritas, Daiquiris, Piña Coladas, 

Sangria & Mexican Beers
Brunch Saturday & Sunday $12.50 p.p. includes Mimosa or Bloody Mary

114 Bay Ridge Ave.  718-833-8865  www.casapepe.com

Are Back 5-7PM

at our Indoor Bar or Outdoor Garden Area
with an All New Outdoor Bar

Are Back 5-7PM

at our Indoor Bar or Outdoor Garden Area
with an All New Outdoor Bar

Authentic 
Spanish & 
Mexican 
Cuisine

5-7pm
STAY THIRSTY
MY FRIEND

1/2 OFF1/2 OFF

JORDAN’S LOBSTER DOCK
New England Seafood at its Best

TAKE THE B OR Q TRAIN TO SHEEPSHEAD BAY ROAD, BKLYN NY
ON WEEKDAYS B-4 BUS TO KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY. WEEKENDS B-36 TO NOSTRAND AVE, TO B-44 TO KNAPP ST.

Market Specials and Full Menu Online

#1 Lobster Roll in NYC since 1938
Rated Excellent by ZAGAT®

3165 HARKNESS AVENUE / COR. OF 2771 KNAPP STREET 
(Exit 9 or 9A BELT PKWY Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

www.tommasoinbrooklyn.com

Elegance without Extravagance

Price Fixed Menu $ 27.00 - 7 Days

1464 86th Street between 14th and 15th Avenues

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

DELIVERY AVAILABLE FROM 11AM
CALL US AT 718�499�2800

 P A R K  S L O P E   N E W  Y O R K

VOTED BEST NEW SANDWICH SHOP 
2012 BY METROMIX NY

“On The Move!”
KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

585 Schenectady Avenue | Brooklyn, NY 11203 | 718-604-5000
www.kingsbrook.org

Making Strides
in Excellence!

Wound Healing 
& Hyperbarics
Our diabetes treatment services 
include a total approach to treat-
ment which includes wound care. 
If you have a wound that won’t 
heal our advanced center is here 
for you and will get you on the 
road to healing fast!

*New York State Report Card/Honor Roll for post 
operative treatment.

That’s Excellence
That’s Kingsbrook!
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– Remember Take-Out Is Always Available –
Please call for more information, menus & to make reservations

Beach 210 St., Rockaway Pt. Blvd., Breezy Point, NY

Celebrating 30 years!

View the most spectacular sunset in the city 
while dining at Kennedys on the Bay

Look For Our
Guest Bartenders

Starting July 5th 

Sunday Brunch
Choice of Appetizer,

Entree & a Bloody Mary, 
Mimosa or Screwdiver, 
Coffee or Tea & Rolls 

$18.95

Pub Menu
Available Everyday 

@ 3pm 
in the Bar Area 

(Except Saturday)

Corned Beef & Cabbage is Back On Wednesday Night
Thursday: Steak & Ale

Different Specialty Cuts 
of Meat with an Ale

Every Tuesday 
& Sunday Evening

Classic Roast Loin of Pork $20

Gift

Certifi cates

Available for 

Pick Up or 

Delivery

Irish Night Start July 3rd
Then Every Following Wednesday Night Featuring

Jerry Hughs Band

Live 
Music

Thursday, August 9th @ 8 pm
Walter Ensore

Saturday, August 11th @ 9 pm
Wild Fire

Sunday, August 12th @ 4 pm
2-4-da-Show

Thursday, August 16th @ 8 pm
Walter Ensore

BY COLIN MIXSON
Manhattan Beach civic leaders 

have secured $500,000 to trans-
form what they call a fi eld of pet 
poop into a fi eld of fl owers, but 
their plans are being dogged by 
a neighborhood planning board, 
the head of the Manhattan Beach 
Community Group said this 
week.

Group president Ira Zalcman 
claimed that Community Board 
15 Chairwoman Theresa Scavo 
was dragging her heels on a proj-
ect that was already funded by 
Councilman Mike Nelson (D-
Manhattan Beach) to turn the 
Manhattan Beach Dog Run into 
a fl ourishing community garden, 
and also build a smaller bark park 
in another section of the Oriental 
Boulevard green space.

“I don’t think Theresa wants us 
to go ahead,” Zalcman said, add-
ing that Nelson left the decision 
to rehab or not with the board, but 
the group failed to vote on the is-
sue before breaking for the sum-

mer. “If she wanted it, it would be 
moving already.”

The activist said he’d been get-

ting non-stop complaints for years 
about the deteriorating dog run.

“Right now you just have 
brown dirt, urine, and [dog poop],” 
he said.

Scavo said a Nelson aide in-
formed her of the available capital 
funds during a telephone conver-
sation before the June meeting, 
but she never received an offi cial 
notice from the councilman or 
from the city.

“We can’t take a vote on some-
thing over a telephone call,” she 
said. “Nobody came with a pro-
posal saying the dog run was go-
ing to move, or the dog run was 
going to be taken away.”

Nelson spokesman Chaim 
Deutsch said the councilman’s 
duty ended after allocating the 
project funds, and now it’s up to 
the community to decide how it 
wants to spend the money.

“A community board repre-
sents the community, and when 
the community brings up an issue, 
that issue should be addressed 

by the community board,” said 
Deutsch. “Theresa doesn’t need a 
proposal from anyone.”

The lofty price tag ensures that 
both the community garden and 
the new bark park can be built si-
multaneously, added Deutsch.

“We want to make sure no dog 

is left behind,” he said.
Area dog owners insisted that 

a dog run was vital to Manhattan 
Beach.

“This is the one space that 
makes it possible to have a dog,” 
said Ilana Bram. “There is no way 
you could have one without it.”

CB15’s sitting on plans for bark park, activist says

DOG RUN BLUES: Pro-gardeners, such as Manhattan Beach Community Group 
President Ira Zalcman, are blasting the city for not proceeding with plans to turn 
a bare-bones dog run on Oriental Boulevard into a community green space. 

DOGGONE MESS

DOGGIE HEAVEN: Ilana Bram says  
neighborhood pooches need a dog run 
for their daily exercise. 
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Boorish booze hounds 

are peeing on property, hav-
ing sex in cars, and tossing 
used condoms onto Green-
wood Heights sidewalks, say 
the grossed-out neighbors of 
a massive new beer garden 
that was opened by the son 
of rocker Ted Nugent.

Ever since the 700-seat 
beer hall  Greenwood Park  
opened on 19th Street and 
Seventh Avenue last month, 
neighbors say  their greatest 
fears about the venue  have 
come true — including late-
night noise, drunken driv-
ing, a street smell one resi-
dent described as “a mix of 
pee, cigarettes, and throw-
up,” and public sex.

“You catch people mak-
ing out in the entrance of 
apartments — and there’s 
noise throughout the 
night,” Greenwood Heights 
resident Jerry Simon said.

He and other neighbors 

want owners of the bar to 
hang signs encouraging pa-
trons to be quiet while leav-
ing, hire extra security staff-
ers, and install Porta-Potties.

Residents claim the 
problem is worse on the 
weekends, when daytime 
drinkers come for the 40 
draft brews and outdoor 
bocce ball courts and linger 

until nightfall — and sec-
ond-shifters become more 
free-wheeling with the con-
tents of their bladders.

Residents fi rst expressed 
concerns about the beer 
garden — which is about 
the size of three basketball 
courts — last spring, saying 
owners had blown off neigh-
bors and Community Board 
7’s attempts to meet. 

The bar then opened in 
June and neighbors soon 
began catching couples hav-
ing sex in cars and on the 
street, especially on a se-
cluded stretch of 19th Street 
near Eighth Avenue.

“On any given night, 
we are witnessing public 
urination, sexual acts be-
ing performed, and drunks 
stumbling down the block,” 
said another neighbor, 
Jack, who asked this paper 
to withhold his last name 
because of safety concerns.

Owner Ted Mann said he 

takes seriously his respon-
sibility to keep the area safe 
and clean. 

“Our security has grown 
from two to eight individu-
als walking the space both 
inside and out,” said Mann, 
 who recently found out that 
his dad is the famous rocker. 

Mann said he plans to 
meet with Community Board 
7, is working with neighbors 
to address their concerns, 
and is considering installing 
Porta-Potties on busy nights 
in addition to the bar’s eight 
unisex bathroom stalls.

“It is our goal to do 
whatever is necessary to 
provide the entire commu-
nity with a quality place,” 
he said.

Gun-slinging power-
rocker Ted Nugent is best 
known for his 1970s hit “Cat 
Scratch Fever,” in which he 
makes some less-than-sub-
tle comparisons between fe-
males and cats. 

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Construction crews 

refacing a block-long Dit-
mas Park building will 
cover over a four-year-old 
mural depicting children 
of different races working 
together, charge scorned 
neighbors who are ques-
tioning if the changes are 
in step with the gentrifi ca-
tion of the leafy commu-
nity.

“It does seem to be a 
shame to have done this 
to the mural,” said Jen La-
gasse, a Flatbush resident 
who walks by the vibrant 
Newkirk Avenue artwork, 
which depics a multi-ra-
cial community at work 
and play, on her way home 
from work every day. 

Lagasse said the con-
struction has decapitated 
the painting’s marquee 
fi gure — a child with a 
paint bucket — and cov-
ered up its slogan, “To-
gether we can change the 
world.”

The mural was painted 
by youngsters in conjunc-
tion with the Offi ce of Ju-
venile Justice, the Brook-
lyn Arts Council, and the 
Flatbush Development 
Corporation, but represen-
tatives from each of those 
programs couldn’t even 
remember the artwork, let 
alone comment on it.

The landlord of the 
building near E. 16th 
Street also owns the ad-
jacent C-Town Super-
market. A store manager 
there said the exterior 
of the building needed a 
face-lift.

“We’re remodeling the 

top of the building,” said 
Danny Fernandez. “We’re 
going to have new signs 
up there, and make it look 
nicer.” 

But residents disputed 
the motive behind the 
beautifi cation, claim-
ing that C-Town wants to 
drum up a gentrifi ed vibe. 
The store was remodeled 
a couple years ago and the 
shelves  have since been 
stocked with expensive, 
organic products. 

“I think they’re just 
trying to appeal to the 
new demographics in the 
neighborhood, it’s a mi-
crocosm of what’s going 
on in the neighborhood,” 
said Lagasse.

But merchants with 
storefronts in the build-
ing, which includes a dry 
cleaner, a psychic teller, a 
fi sh market, and a small 
grocery store, said they 
don’t feel that the neigh-
borhood is being gentri-
fi ed and their rents haven’t 
increased as a result of the 
remodeling.

EWWW: Neighbors say bar 
patrons litter the streets with 
condoms, like the one above, 
which has been obscured to 
protect younger viewers. 

PAVED OVER: A construction 
crew is erasing this multi-
ethnic mural in gentrifying 
Ditmas Park.

Narrows Community Theater performers affi rm the importance of newsboys during a performance from the musical “Newsies.”

Ditmas mural 
disappearing

Headlines in harmony

Residents: Ted Nugent’s son’s bar 
is turning neighborhood into urinal

VANISHING ACT: A Newkirk Avenue mural is disappearing as 
the building owner gives his property an upscale facelift.
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

KITCHEN CABINETS, 
FLOORING,

BATH VANITIES, FAUCETS,
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR 

DOORS,
LOCKS AND MUCH MORE

FREE 
KITCHEN LAYOUT 

AND DESIGN 
WITH PURCHASE

All specials can not be combined with any other offers.

KITCHEN CABINETS, 
FLOORING,

BATH VANITIES, FAUCETS,
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR 

DOORS,
LOCKS AND MUCH MORE

FREE 
KITCHEN LAYOUT 

AND DESIGN 
WITH PURCHASE

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The city says it will tear 

down a dilapidated 79th 
Street home that neighbors 
nicknamed the “raccoon 
house” because it  has be-
come an unwelcome shelter 
for squatters and a menag-
erie of unwanted critters .

Maryanne Gouras, who 
lives next door to the aban-
doned house between Third 
Avenue and Ridge Boule-
vard, said the crumbling 
structure has put her home 
in constant jeopardy.

“There’s no roof and 
the fl oors have caved in, so 
when there’s a severe down-
pour, the water comes in 
through the cracks in my 
cellar,” Gouras said. “I still 
have mosquitoes like you 
wouldn’t believe.” 

Residents say their prob-
lems began in the 1990s, 
when raccoon house owner 
Frank Landy split with his 

wife. Landy allegedly re-
fused to sell the property 
because he did not want his 
ex-wife to get half. He then 
vanished, leaving his house 
to rot, Gouras said. 

The building lay fallow 
for nearly two decades, until 
Councilman Vincent Gentile 
(D–Bay Ridge) contacted the 
city’s Department of Build-
ings in June after noticing 
that one of the walls was 
bulging. The Department of 
Housing Preservation and 
Development was called in 

to investigate, declaring 
the house structurally un-
stable. The Department of 
Housing Preservation and 
Development will demolish 
the building in the next few 
months — with the bill going 
to Landy, an agency spokes-
man said.

Gentile said it took a mil-
itary-style operation to track 
Landy down.

After receiving repeated 
complaints about the home, 
Gentile sent several letters to 
Landy’s last known address 
— all of which came back 
marked “return to sender,” 
the legislator said. 

Yet Gentile learned that 
Landy worked for the United 
States Postal Service and 
found out that he worked the 
midnight shift at a borough 
postal facility.

Gentile and Community 
Board 10 member Brian Ki-
eran went to the processing 

station, hoping to catch Landy 
clocking in — but then real-
ized that neither of them knew 
what Landy looked like.

Landy managed to elude 
them, but they left a note for 
the man with his supervisor. 
Several days later, the Coun-
cilman received a call from 
his quarry.

“I think that’s the fi rst 
time in 15 years or so any-
one’s discussed with Mr. 
Landy about this property,” 
Gentile said. 

The Councilman said 
he and Landy discussed 
donating the property to 
needy Bay Ridge veterans, 
an option the absentee hom-

eowner thought would help 
his image on 79th Street. 

“He agreed his name is 
not held in high esteem in 
Bay Ridge, especially on this 
block,” Gentile said.

But the property owner 
fell off the grid again before 
he could sign the property 
over, Gentile said. 

HOUSE OF HORROR: Neighbors nicknamed this home on 79th Street between Third Avenue and Ridge 
Boulevard the “raccoon house” because it is a haven for vermin, mosquitoes, and squatters. Now, the 
city says it will knock it down and give the landlord the bill. 

Councilman Vincent Gentile.

City will raze Ridge 
‘raccoon house’
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Ever since her ultra-pink, super-sassy campaign website appeared 
online last week, Flatbush’s new candidate for state senate says 
she’s been running through a 24-hour obstacle course of interviews 

as reporters try to fi gure out what makes the 22-year-old the New York Post 
dubbed the “magenta yenta” tick. 

It wasn’t easy, but Meyer, an Orthodox Jewish conservative who will be 
facing state Sen. Kevin Parker (D–Flatbush) in November — and admitted to 
not knowing that Gov. Cuomo passed a historic same-sex marriage law last 
year —  was able to take seven minutes from her busy day (we clocked it) so she 
could rattle off a few thoughts on her campaign, hydro fracking (which she 
calls “tampering with water”), and why all those bored legislators in Albany 
should fear a big, pink makeover.

OUR CHAT OUR CHAT 
WITH WITH 
MINDYMINDY

Brooklyn Weekly dials up Mindy 
Meyer, the 22-year-old Reese 
Witherspoon fan who wants to be 
Flatbush’s next state senator.

Courier: Mindy! Thanks for tak-
ing a few minutes to talk to us. We 
can’t see you over the phone, but 
we’re sure your wearing that signa-
ture pink blazer. So, what’s the deal? 
How will your “Legally Blonde” out-
look on life fi t in Albany?

Meyer: I think it’s a perfect fi t. 
The senators are probably bored 
up there. They need someone with 
my energy and ambition to inspire 
change. I’m like that Energizer bat-
tery that keeps going and going. I 
wanted to sit down with them and 
show them my ideas and inspire 
them to take more action and help 

more people. But my favorite movie 
isn’t actually “Legally Blonde.” 
That was completely misreported.

Courier: Well, we strive to be 
accurate here, so what is your fa-
vorite movie?

Meyer: It’s really “The Note-
book.” 

Courier: Oh. Rock on. Let’s get 
back to the race. You’re 22. Would 
you consider your age to be an asset 
or an obstacle?

Meyer: I see my age as an asset. 
Look at Mark Zuckerberg and how 
much he accomplished. I’m young, 
ambitious, and the younger people 

want an advocate for their future.
Courier: So what are you go-

ing to advocate for?
Meyer: I’m here to be an ad-

vocate for younger constituents 
and the young population, and 
I want to implement funding to 
help with that. 

Courier: You’re not giving 
us much here, Mindy. Anything 
specifi c?

Meyer: There’s so much crime 
and we have to channel those en-
ergies into something positive. A 
lot of those people are brilliant 
and so we need to get them in-
volved in positive things. 

My opponent has been in of-
fi ce for over 10 years and he re-
cently held an employment fair, 
and it was very nice, but let’s fo-
cus on the children, who are our 
future, at a younger age. 

I’m not here to take more tax 
money from the people, but I’m 
going to take that money that al-
ready exists and put it into sum-
mer youth programs so in the 
future they will not have to go to 

employment fairs. I want to help 
them help themselves.

Courier: Okay. Let’s talk 
about Parker for a minute. What 
makes you a better candidate 
than him?    

Meyer: He’s been in offi ce for 
over 10 years, and I spoke with 
many people in my district and 
asked them to tell me just one 
thing about Kevin Parker. Most 
people didn’t know him, and no-
body could tell me one thing he’s 
done for them. So, there’s noth-
ing to lose for voting for me.

Courier: So, because people 
don’t know Parker, they should 
vote for you?

Meyer: Why should he keep 
his tenure when he keeps screw-
ing up? He prides himself by say-
ing he did something for New 
York City water. We have Poland 
Spring! We don’t need the sena-
tor tampering with the water. If 
that’s all you have to show for 10 
years in offi ce, that’s a little em-
barrassing. If you don’t trust me, I 
understand, but with me its 50/50. 

Parker is 100 percent not there.
Courier: So you’re 50 percent 

not there? 
Meyer: My point is there’s 

nothing to lose voting for me.
Courier: Your campaign is, 

how shall we say it, unorthodox. 
Have you gotten any complaints 
from your Orthodox Jewish 
neighbors?

Meyer: No, because the im-
age I’m presenting is not con-
tradictory. There’s pictures of 
me on my website like any other 
senator, and, honestly, what’s 
unorthodox about pink? 

I’m not sorry it’s pink, I’m ex-
cited. I just feel it will attract more 
people and get them to the voting 
booth. Some people think I’m all 
pink, diva, and bling, but I’m here 
to represent what my people want 
and issues of substance. 

I’m gathering international at-
tention and I’m going to channel 
that into what people want to do 
in offi ce. 

I think everybody has to re-
lax. — Colin Mixson
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
It would be a pity to let those 

juggling skills get rusty.
Instead of practicing by them-

selves, stilt walkers, contortion-
ists, and jugglers can join Gem-
ini & Scorpio’s Lost Circus for a 
night of spectacles and specialties 
where audience members aren’t 
just sitting holding their breaths, 
they’re wearing costumes and 
makeup, too, and showing off 
their inner circus freaks.

“Lost Circus is a party. It’s 
not a show,” said curator Lar-
isa Fuchs, who is a co-founder of 
Gemini & Scorpio. “There are no 
assigned seats. The audience is 
not required to sit and behave.”

Billed as “circus and dark cab-
aret with a steampunk twist,” the 
Lost Circus is one of the many so-
cial performance extravaganzas 
hosted by Gemini & Scorpio, orig-
inally an online dating service for 
creative, artistic young people. 

It quickly morphed into an 
events company that put on in-
ventive activities for singles and 

couples alike, such as art instal-
lations, face painting, and photo 
booths. 

“We couldn’t fi nd the kind of 
events in New York City that we 
wanted to go to,” said Fuchs. “So 
we made them ourselves.”

The goal is to entertain, more 
so in the sense of a dinner party 
than a show, so there are some 
rules including an elaborate dress 
code that encourages dark caba-
ret, funky formal, Tim Burton-
esque looks, and welcomes “stilts 
and characters.”

“We require costuming at ev-
ery event,” said Fuchs. “We have 
to feel they are part of the event. 
We want to see that you read the 
invite and you want to be here.”

And like any good party, 
there’s plenty of steampunk 
marching band music, gypsy 
punk accordions, and slapstick 
curmudgeons performing skits.

Shayfer James, who plays 
dark, theatrical music, and is 
planning an act featuring a fi re 
dancer, said Gemini & Scorpio 

events bring together elements 
from all corners of the New York 
City performance world. 

“Larisa is great because she 
puts artists in touch with each 
other and says, ‘Why don’t you 
do something together?’ ” said 
James. “She has great vision.”

Though there will be plenty of 
planned and unplanned perfor-
mances by circus afi cionados and 
sideshow enthusiasts, there’s no 
limit to the oddities and whimsies 
guests can bring, as long as every-
one is excited to be there — and be 
weird. 

“If people want to show up 
with hoola hoops or fl ags, they 
are welcome to,” said Fuchs. “We 
want everyone to bring their own 
elements.”

Gemini and Scorpio’s Lost 
Circus at the Irondale Center (85 
S. Oxford St., between Lafayette 
Avenue and Fulton Street in Fort 
Greene, geminiandscorpio.com) 
Saturday, Aug. 11, 8–9 pm, VIP 
tea salon, $35; 9pm–late party, 
$25; after 1 am, $10.

Night of big top acts will bring fantasies to life

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Barclays Center boxing 

promoters have KO’d the an-
ticipated bout between Benson-
hurst-born World Boxing Asso-
ciation welterweight champion 
Paulie “Magic Man” Ma  lig naggi 
and Flatbush fi ghter Dmi try 
“Kosher Kid” Salita — giving 
the title fi ght of their Oct. 20 
Brooklyn Pride night to two 
fi ghters with no connection to 
the borough.

Golden Boy Promotions, 
which is scheduling fi ghts for 
the still-under-construction 
arena, announced last week that 
the title fi ght will be a rematch 
between Philadelphia-born light 
welterweight title holder Danny 
Garcia and Mexican fi ghter Eric 
Morales. In March, Garcia took 
the light welterweight title  dur-
ing a bout in Texas, organizers 
said.

Malignaggi won’t be a head-
liner, but he will be on the card 
duking it out against Mexican 
challenger Pablo Cesar Cano.

Salita, who hasn’t stepped 
in a boxing ring in more than a 
year, will not be fi ghting — kill-
ing the dreams of boxing fans   
looking for a bout to remember  .

Malignaggi said he would 
have loved to take on Salita since 
both men are friends and had 
started their boxing careers at 
the same time, although in dif-
ferent gyms.

“It would’ve been nice to have 
a battle of Brooklyn with Dmitry, 
but he hasn’t faced strong opposi-
tion,” said Malignaggi. “Cano’s 
faced better opposition.”

Salita’s hopes of fi ghting at 
Barclays were quashed when the 
Kosher Kid failed to wow over 
Pay-per-view executives, Malig-
naggi explained.

“My promoters said this was 
going to be a TV fi ght and they 
aren’t going to want Malignaggi 
vs. Salita for TV,” he said.

Malignaggi’s manager An-
thony Catanzaro said Salita 
needs a few more fi ghts under 
his belt before he can take on the 
Magic Man.

“If there’s no interest in him 
for TV, they aren’t going to have 
him fi ght,” Catanzaro said.

But Salita argued he was just 
as good as Cano and that Malig-
naggi’s opponent isn’t known in 
New York since he’s only had 
one fi ght outside of his native 
Mexico. 

“I’m a boxing guy, who reads 
boxing websites everyday, and 
I’ve never heard of this guy,” the 
scorned scrapper said. “If they 
signed Floyd Mayweather or Pac-
quiao or Bradley, some kind of su-
perstar, I’d understand. But there’s 
zero mystique with this guy. It’ll 
probably be an easy fi ght.”

When the bell sounds on 
Oct. 20 and Malignaggi takes 
on Cano, Brooklynites will be 
the ones throwing in the towel 
— and clicking off their pay-per-
view channel, Salita said.

“Me and Paulie could’ve been 
a really, really great show for 
Brooklyn,” said Salita. who says 
he’s bitter at not getting a shot at 
Malignaggi’s belt. “I feel like I’m 
watching the boat leave and I’m 
not on it.”

JOINING THE CIRCUS HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER: Aerialist Dana Abrassart will perform at the latest installment of Gemino 
& Scorpio’s Lost Circus, where participants can join in the fun. 

Barclays knocks out 
Malignaggi-Salita fi ght 

CIRCUS DREAMS 
CAN COME TRUE

IT’S OFF!: The much-hyped battle between Brooklynites Paulie Malignaggi 
(left) and Dmitry Salita (right) won’t happen this year.
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BY COLIN MIXSON
A Mill Basin civic group 

opposed to a car service’s 
bid to operate from inside 
the Kings Plaza Mall said 
it will end its fi ght against 
the livery cab company — 
ending what the car service 
owner says has been years 
of political roadblocks con-
structed by disgraced for-
mer state Sen. Carl Kruger.

Boris Kovalik, the owner 
of the Kings Plaza Car Ser-
vice, which isn’t related to 
the Flatbush Avenue shop-
ping mecca, said Kruger 
stopped his company from 
moving into the mall more 
than fi ve years ago — af-
ter it had turned its old se-
curity offi ce into its home 
base.

Kovalik said the Taxi 
and Limousine Commis-
sion had approved the move, 
but Kruger and Dorothy 

Turano, the district man-
ager of Community Board 
18, caught wind of the deal 
and pressured the agency 
to boot the livery cab com-
pany from the mall, claim-
ing that the business did 
not have all the proper ap-
provals.

Kovalik said that Kruger 
was against the Mill Basin 
Car Service coming to the 
mall from the beginning.

“Five years ago at a 
meeting in Kings Plaza, 
Kruger said, ‘You can oper-
ate out of the mall over my 
dead body,’ ” said Kovalik.

Kovalik’s partner, Steve 
Unger, said he was surprised 
by the political clout  Kruger 
and Turano threw around 
to boot the car service from 
Kings Plaza years ago.

“In the simplest words, 
they act like mafi a,” Unger 
said.

The Mill Basin Car Ser-
vice was given a temporary 
license to operate out of 
Kings Plaza last year, but 
Turano and CB 18 imme-
diately opposed the plan, 
claiming that it would be a 
bad spot to pick up and drop 
off fares. 

Kruger, who pleaded 
guilty to taking nearly $1 
million in bribes last year, 
didn’t chime in on the issue 
— but Kovalik thinks Kru-
ger, who lived with her two 
sons on Mill Island, was 
speaking through her.    

“If you take Kruger’s his-
tory, his boyfriend is Tura-
no’s son, and she’s the dis-
trict manager of Community 
Board 18,” Kovalik said.

Yet that’s all changed now 
that Kruger’s incarcerated. 
Turano said that the board, 
which again voted to keep the 
cab stand out of the mall at its 

last meeting in June, has had 
its say and will not fi ght the 
cab stand further.

“If the Taxi and Lim-
ousine Commission gives 
them the license, there’s 
nothing the community 
board can do. Our recom-
mendation was to oppose it, 
but we’re not going to fi ght 

it,” she said.
But there isn’t much 

Turano or CB 18 could do 
— the panel’s recommenda-
tions are only advisory.

Kruger, who is cur-
rently stewing at a federal 
prison in Fort Dix, New Jer-
sey, could not be reached 
for comment on Kovalik’s 

claims, but Turano said the 
senator never went out of 
his way to put the kibosh on 
the car service’s plans.

“I don’t know what old 
history has to do with cur-
rent events,” she said. 
“They could say whatever 
they want about Carl, he’s 
not around any more.”

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2012 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

KINGS PLAZA PICKUP: The Kings Plaza Car Service routinely picks up and drops off Kings Plaza pa-
trons on E. 55th Street, but members of Community Board 18 argued that the operation causes traffi c, 
and is a hazard to pedestrians.

CB18 backs away 
from cabbie fi ght 
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tutes, they claim. Residents 
are also frustrated about a 
vacant house with an over-
grown yard that adds to the 
unkempt feel of the block. 

“We’re tired of all the ac-
tivities that take place here 
after midnight and we’re 
tired of not being safe,” said 
Nelson Soto, who helped 
form a new block association 
to tackle the street’s quality-
of-life issues. “We’ve offered 
to do everything on our own 
— but in a way our hands are 
tied.”

Soto said that more 
than half the block doesn’t 
have a sidewalk, making 
it a true country lane, but 

now the street is suffering 
from overgrown weeds and 
trees.

The new block associa-
tion, which has solicited the 
help of Councilman Michael 
Nelson (D–Midwood), is al-
ready getting some action: 
the city has agreed to prune 
the trees young lovers park 
under — a move residents 
hope will shed some light 
on the illicit activities. The 
pruning should be com-
pleted by early August, a 
Parks Department spokes-
woman said.

But residents say they 
won’t be happy until multi-
ple city agencies bring ame-
nities that other Brooklyn 
streets have to their block.

“Hopefully the city has 
some kind of plan,” said 

Ralph Del Piore, a land-
scaper who’s lived on the 
block since 1985. “Having a 
sidewalk isn’t out of the or-
dinary!”

Councilman Nelson 
promised that the Parks De-
partment wouldn’t be the 
only city agency targeting 
Olean Street in the next few 
months. 

“Every street on the map 
should be accounted for and 
not neglected,” said Chaim 
Deustch, a spokesman for 
Councilman Nelson, who 
said that the Department of 
Sanitation has already been 
tasked with taking care of 
the illegal dumping. “We 
must prevent Olean Street 
from being a continued eye-
sore and hideout to illegal 
activity.”

Continued from cover 

Lane
give up the space to a gro-
cer that will, waving signs 
reading “Green beans, not 
Walgreens!” and “If you 
build it, we won’t come!” in 
front of the now-graffi tied-
covered space on the same 
day the pharmacy took 
over the lease.

Elected offi cials said they 
want Walgreens to renegoti-
ate the lease to share some 
space with a grocer — not-
ing that several store owners 
have expressed interest.

“It’s a business model 
that is benefi cial to both 
parties,” said Councilman 
Brad Lander (D–Windsor 
Terrace). 

It’s also in the chain’s 
best interest to compro-
mise with neighbors, who 
are well-organized and 
tight-knit, he said.

“If Walgreens chooses 
not to work with this com-
munity, it will fail in this 
community,” he said. 

Walgreens representa-
tives last month agreed to 
provide “expanded food of-
ferings” at the shop — but 
refused to defi ne that term 
when contacted for specif-
ics on Tuesday.

A spokesman, Jim 
Cohn, said the company 
plans to gather with resi-
dents and elected offi cials 
to discuss the neighbor-
hood’s needs.

“Those discussions are 
ongoing [so] we cannot dis-

close more information 
at this time,” he said in a 
statement. “However, we 
do look forward to engag-
ing in an active dialogue 
with community leaders.”

In 2008, Walgreens 
 agreed to provide a small 
selection of produce and 
meat in Bay Ridge  after a 
similar battle. But Wind-
sor Terrace residents say 
they need a better selec-
tion of produce, baked 
goods, and fresh meat than 
that.

They also want a com-
mitment from the com-
pany — pronto.

“Step up or step out,” 
said Borough President 
Markowitz, a grocery store 
supporter who lives in the 
neighborhood.

Continued from cover 

Walgreens
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
If they won’t come for 

the books, they might come 
for the coffee. And if they 
don’t come for the coffee, 
they’ll defi nitely come for 
the booze.

That’s the business 
model at Molasses Books — 
Bushwick’s fi rst purveyor 
of literature in recent mem-
ory.

Even though opening 
a bookstore in 2012 might 
seem as fi scally prudent as 
penning a novel in a note-
book made of $100 bills, en-
trepreneur Matthew Winn 
has taken the leap after 
padding the landing with 
a big coffee bar and a pend-
ing license to serve beer 
and wine.

“It’s proven that it’s still 
possible to maintain a book-
store if you subsidize it with 
other things,” said Winn.

Molasses Books sells fi c-
tion, non-fi ction, and poetry 

— and Winn is planning to 
allow Brooklyn authors 
to offer their scrolls at the 
store on consignment. So 
far, much of the collection 
is used books, but the shop 
is building up its new offer-
ings as well. 

Winn is optimistic about 
the business, but he isn’t 
delusional.

“When people want a 
specifi c book, they are prob-
ably going to order online,” 
he said. “I know that.”

But he believes book-
stores offer something 
shoppers will never en-
counter when they order 
books online. 

“There is something 
communal about a book-
store, something tactile 
about it,” said Winn. “Peo-
ple go to a bookstore to go 
somewhere. And they want 
a reason to stick around 
after they’ve bought the 
book.”

That’s where the drinks 
come in.

For now, Molasses will 
sell only coffee and soft 
drinks until 8 pm six days 
per week. If he gets permis-
sion to sell wine and beer, 
the store will likely stay 
open until midnight.

Winn built his book col-
lection during a year of 
selling literature on the 
street in places like Kens-
ington and Park Slope and 
he’s ecstatic to fi nally have 
a brick-and-mortar store 
in his neighborhood — in 
part because he’ll no lon-
ger need to rely on his car-
driving girlfriend to ferry 
himself and his inventory 
around the borough.

“Lugging around crates 
of books based on someone 
else’s schedule isn’t very 
sustainable,” he said.

The bookstore isn’t the 
only new Bushwick busi-
ness to attempt to draw 

customers with suds as 
well as services: the yoga 
studio Cobra Club  shocked 
the meditative world  when 

it opened with an adjoining 
bar weeks ago.

Molasses Books [770 
Hart St. between Knick-

erbocker and Wilson ave-
nues, (631) 882–5188]. Open 
Tues.–Sun. 8 am–8 pm; 
Mon. 8 am–noon.

BEER HERE: Matt Winn, the owner of Bushwick’s newly opened Molasses Books, hopes to draw cus-
tomers once he is allowed to serve beer and wine in his shop. 

Get lit-faced! 
Finally! Shop brings books & booze together
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claimed leader says Bullard 
is letting his building crum-
ble because he’s still angry 
over two spats he had with 
the city more than 15 years 
ago, when the Giuliani ad-
ministration prevented the 
property holder from recre-
ating Steeplechase Park on 
city land that’s now home to 
MCU Park, then demolished 
Bullard’s Thunderbolt roller 
coaster — a move  a federal 
court later declared illegal . 
Bullard also fought Zigun’s 
efforts to have the building 
landmarked in 2010.

“There are no more ex-
cuses for Horace Bullard,” 
Zigun said. “The Shore 
Theater is a disgrace of a 
landmark.”

Zigun said he would 
complain to the city Land-
marks Commission about 
the theater’s poor condition. 
He’s also considering rais-
ing enough money to buy 
the Shore Theater from Bul-
lard — a move the property 
owner welcomed.

“When Dick Zigun has 
enough money to buy the 
building, he can do what he 
wants with it,” said Bullard, 
denying Zigun’s claims that 
he’s purposefully letting his 
own building deteriorate.

Bullard said he plans to 
have the Shore Theater re-
paired and on the market in-
side of six months — though 
there are no plans in the 
works to restore it as a venue 
for live entertainment.

But that’s not enough for 
Zigun, who likens his plan to 
last year’s Occupy Wall Street 
movement in Manhattan — 
with a bit more muscle.

“But this won’t be an 
occupation by the 99 per-
cent, but by the city,” he 
said. “They should cut the 
chains, break the locks, and 
occupy the building with 
inspectors, tax assessors, 
and social workers for the 
homeless.”

Continued from cover 

Carny

enue. “It connects with guy’s 
guys.”

Mitri started molding the 
trophies using a clay-base 
and bronze paint in his par-
ents’ garage in Ohio in the 
early 1990s. He soon came up 
with a signature trophy — a 
football helmet-clad man in 

a La-Z-Boy that he calls “the 
armchair goon” — using his 
cousin, Johnny, as a model. 

Other designs followed 
and as the once-obscure 
pastime became more popu-
lar, Mitri went from selling 
about 20 trophies per year to 
about 300, ranging in price 
from $109 to $399.

Mitri makes no female 
trophies because he hasn’t 
gotten enough requests 

— but he makes them for 
fantasy fans who favor 
football, hockey, baseball, 
basketball, and racing. 
He even has a “loser tro-
phy” featuring a toilet and 
crushed beer cans for play-
ers who place last.

“[The game] is about 
spending time with friends 
but it’s also competitive,” 
he said. “So this adds to the 
trash-talking spirit.”

Continued from cover 
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WE HAVE A WHOLEFLOCK OF TURKEYS!
Turkey Burgers,Turkey Wraps,Turkey PlattersTurkey Salads!

Bring your cameras Mom & Dad! We’re making memories.

Announcing

Kids’Karaoke
Every Tuesday night

starting at 6 PM.

BROOKLYN • 222 7th Avenue • 718-369-4104
cheeburger.com Locally owned and operated with pride

Your choice of at least

20 FREE Salad Toppings!202020
on your burger

,

grilled chicken

and grilled cheese!
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Your choice of at least

27 FREE Toppings!

1,285,000
Shake flavorcombinations

Ask for our shake of the day!

Kids Meals come in aFREE Classic Cruiser!

FFFFInvent Your Own Wrap!
Choose from

27 FREE Toppings
Plus a Free Sauce!

15 FREE Toppings for
your Sundae or 
Banana Split!

Your choice of at least 27 FREE 

Toppings on your Hot Dog!
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What a value!

CheePlatter
CheePlatter

Pick from 5 
different platters!
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Our medley of four sauces area hit with our Fries and Rings
 Creamy Zesty Creamy Garden Cheese Horseradish Jalapeno VegetableJalapeno Vegetable
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Fresh-cut Fries & Rings!
Great with our dipping sauces!GGrrreattt www  ourrr pppp g sGGrreeatat wwititth o  p noouur ddiippppiinngg ssauaucucecesess!
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Mousse Mountain
A Cheeburger

Signature
Dessert!


