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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A Windsor Terrace 

man found himself un-
der lock and beside key-
cutting machine when 
a hardware store em-
ployee closed up shop 
for a prayer break, 
trapping the unlucky 
customer inside.

For 45 harrowing 

minutes, Mike Bren-
nan was stuck inside 
Brooklyn Hardware 
Supply last Friday af-
ter the shop’s lone em-
ployee pulled down the 
Prospect Avenue store’s 
roll gates so he could 
visit a nearby mosque.

It all started when 
Brennan made a mid-

afternoon visit to the 
store to buy some bolts. 
As he walked in, he saw 
a worker lowering the 
gate over the window, 
but Brennan paid it no 
mind.

He spent a few min-
utes wandering the 
tiny store, and the next 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Civic leaders outraged over 

the anti-Semitic graffi ti left in Ho-
locaust Memorial Park say they 
want to wire the memorial with 
24-hour surveillance cameras to 
keep an eye on people going in and 
out of the sanctuary dedicated to 
Nazi concentration camp victims.

On Aug. 8, someone entered the 
city park and marred the memo-

rial by writing the 
word “F---” and 
scrawling a Star 
of David on it. 

Civic leaders 
rallied against 

the vandalism 
in Brighton Beach 

last Sunday, claiming that the 
Holocaust Memorial Park should 
be under constant watch at all 
times.

“I’ve called for live 24-hour 
video surveillance of the Memo-
rial Park and all houses of wor-
ship, including yeshivas,” said 
former Community Board 15 dis-
trict manager Ben Akselrod, who 
is running against Democratic 
Assemblyman Steve Cymbrowitz 
in September.  “We go through se-
curity when we go on the plane. I 

BY COLIN MIXSON
The Carmine Carro 

Field House may be $11.5 
million over budget, but the 
city says fear not: the build-
ing equipped with a high-
tech geothermal heating 
and cooling system will pay 
for itself.

The only problem is it 
could take 300 years.

Parks Department offi -
cials told Brooklyn Weekly 
last week that the cost over-
runs for the new fi eld house 
— which was supposed to 
cost just $5 million — can 
be justifi ed because the 
ultra-green building will 
ultimately save the city big 
bucks on utilities.

Continued on Page 15

Continued on Page 15Continued on Page 13

Say parking is for 
cars, not buses

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Bay Ridge residents are lashing out 

against Xaverian High School for taking 
away several precious parking spots near 
71st Street and Shore Road to put in a load-
ing zone for school buses, but the Catho-
lic high school’s president said the street 
changes came from a higher power — the 
city of New York.

The Department of Transportation in-
stalled no parking signs near the corner  
last weekend in order to open up enough 
space to load and unload school buses when 
classes begin in September, enraging neigh-
bors who say they will sue the city if the 
signs aren’t removed.

“If Transportation thinks they can take 
public land and give it to a private religious 
institution, they’ve got another thing com-
ing,” said Allen Bortnick, who lives at the 
corner of 72nd Street and Shore Road and 
 is so desperate for a place to park his 1997 

Continued on Page 15

A CNG Publication • Vol. 1 No. 21 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

INSIDER: Mike Brennan, a Windsor Terrace 
resident, got locked inside a hardware store 
when a worker there left to pray. 

PARKING BATTLE: Ralph Perfetto says that parking spaces near Xaverian High School should go to big red 
Chryslers — and not big yellow school buses.  

Field house folly He served hard(ware) time

Residents:  
Park needs 
eye in sky

RIDGITES DEMAND 
SCHOOL’S SPOTS
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BY ALFRED NG
Talk about French clean-

ers!
Five volunteers fl ew all 

the way from Paris to tidy 
up the Brooklyn grave of an 
obscure 19th century wine 
importer.

Pourquoi? Because he 
was French.

Preservationists gave 
Jacob Tartter’s Green-Wood 
Cemetery resting place a 
much-needed makeover 
last week, spending an hour 
scrubbing the multi-tiered 
gray granite gravestone 
and applying coats of wax to 
bronze detailing installed 
after the wine seller’s death 
in 1885.

The volunteers knew lit-
tle about Tartter other than 
his country of origin — and 
that the obelisk marking 
his grave towered over the 
neighboring tombstones in 
the cemetery’s French Ma-
sons lot.

But after this newspaper 

conducted a bit of cursory 
Googling and informed 
them of the deceased’s trade, 
they said he must have made 
their country — and his ad-
opted borough — proud.

“He must be very im-
portant to Brooklyn,” said 
18-year-old volunteer Somia 
Toyb. “Wine is one of the 
main elements of French 

culture.”
The Green-Wood His-

toric Fund cleanup is an 
annual event that draws ea-
ger preservationists, many 
of them French, across the 
Atlantic to do a charitable 
act and see the borough, 
according to Green-Wood 
Cemetery president Rich-
ard Moylan.

That explains why the 
group tidied Tartter’s 
tomb.

“We try to fi nd one proj-
ect each year that they can 
relate to,” he said.

By refurbishing the 
wine merchant’s grave, the 
volunteers helped celebrate 
French history in the cem-
etery and French culture in 
the city— and there’s plenty 
of that to go around.

“The yard that they’re 
cleaning right now is dedi-
cated to French masons, but 
we also have another area 
dedicated to French chefs,” 
Moylan said.

French folks clean wine merchant’s grave

WAX ON, WAX OFF: French volunteers (from left) Sonia Toyb and Camille Poezevara apply a wax 
coating to the bronze features of 19th-century French wine merchant Jacob Tartter’s gravestone in 
Green-Wood Cemetery.   

THE CRYPT 
SWEEPERS!

Price Fixed Menu
Includes 

Beverage, Entree & a Treat

Complete Lunch
$2407

NYC Restaurant Week Menu Til September 3rd

GREENHOUSE CAFE LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sun. Nights

Valet Parking

917-379 -9388 Call For Music Schedule

Appetizer, Entree, Dessert & Coffee

Complete Dinner
$3500

Cappuccino Café
7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn

718-989-8951
Free Delivery

$795
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Motorists fl agrantly 

break the law by double-
parking on Dean Street, say 
angry cyclists who claim 
the rampant rule-fl aunting 
puts their lives in peril.

Drivers routinely dou-
ble-park between Sixth and 
Carlton avenues, partly 
blocking traffi c and forcing 
passing motorists on the 
one-lane street to veer into 
the bike lane, according to 
bicyclists.

And it’s not just dur-
ing alternate-side parking 
hours, when double-parked 
motorists tend to get a free 
pass from traffi c enforce-
ment offi cers — double-
parking happens at all 
hours on Dean Street, ac-
cording to biker Will Van 
Zee.

“They have to police 
over here — the double-
parking is dangerous,” said 
Van Zee, who regularly 
commutes on the street and 
claims he broke his collar-
bone last year when he got 
“doored” after swerving 
around a double-parked 
car. “Cars get frustrated 
and try to speed past you 
over maybe a small delay. 
The worst thing for a mo-
torist is that they’re late to 
work — but for a cyclist, 

they could be dead.”
A multi-day investiga-

tion by this newspaper con-
fi rmed that numerous cars 
double-park along the block 
— sometimes forming a 
long row of vacant vehicles 
— with no apparent correla-
tion to the street sweeping 
schedule.

In fact, it seems to be at 
its worst between around 
5:30 pm and 8:30 pm, when 
many parents double-park 
to watch youth baseball 
at the Dean Street Play-
ground.

But longtime Prospect 

Heights residents say dou-
ble-parking extends beyond 
sports leagues.

Many neighbors claim 
the roadway gets particu-
larly crowded when parish-
ioners use the traffi c lane 
for parking during church 
services.

“When church mem-
bers come, they’ll just dou-
ble park. It’s just become a 
habit,” said Vanessa Nailda, 
a secretary at the Temple of 
Restoration church. “I’ve 
been here for 10 years, this 
street has always been 
crazy with parking.”

Some drivers who live 
on Dean Street say double-
parking is part of the cul-
ture of the block — and 
it’s necessary because of 
the lack of available spots 
nearby.

“There’s almost no 
spaces here,” said Raul Ber-
nal. “Where are we going 
to park if we don’t double 
park?”

Motorists who aren’t 
accustomed to the street’s 
strange parking practice 
say the nearly constant dou-
ble-parking is a hassle.

“The couple of times I’ve 
parked here I couldn’t get 
out because someone was 
double-parked,” said a con-
struction worker who is 
working on a project in the 
neighborhood. “I wouldn’t 
do that, because I have 
courtesy for other people.”

Cyclists claim a few traf-
fi c tickets would stop the 
double-parking epidemic.

Police at the 77th Pre-
cinct did not return calls 
for comment — and bike-
riders say it may be because 
they’re part of the problem.

“I see cops double-
parked every day,” said Van 
Zee. “How are they going to 
police it when they’re the 
number one people who do 
it?” — with Alfred Ng

BY DANIELLE FURFARO 
AND ALFRED NG

The internet fund-rais-
ing darling Kickstarter 
will leave Manhattan for 
new offi ces in an old pen-
cil factory in Greenpoint 
— marking the biggest 
coup for North Brooklyn’s 
burgeoning tech commu-
nity so far.

The web company will 
bring its 45 employees to 
the landmarked Eberhard 
Faber Pencil Company 
building on Kent Street 
next year, a designer for 
architect Ole Sondresen 
said. And the move won’t 
just give the “crowd-fund-
ing” company more space 
for its growing staff — 
Kickstarter’s arrival could 
help turn Greenpoint into 
a tech mecca, neighbor-
hood boosters claim.

“It proves that if these 
companies can fi nd the 
space, this is where they 
want to be,” said Wil-
liam Harvey, a sculptor, 
designer, and longtime 
champion of develop-
ment in North Brooklyn. 
“Kickstarter shows that 
we have everything these 
companies want.”

Greenpoint is more fa-
mous for its smoked sau-
sages and sewage plant than 
its Silicon Valley-style busi-
nesses — but the arrival of 
a brand as well known as 
Kickstarter could change 
all that, said neighborhood 
tech advocate Andy Smith.

“Kickstarter is moving 
to Greenpoint for the same 
reason so many start-up 
companies are springing 
up here: it’s unique, it al-

lows for innovation, and 
has space for companies 
to grow,” said Smith, of the 
Nassau Avenue co-working 
space the Yard — where 
many Greenpoint web 
workers share offi ce space.

“With a high-profi le 
company like Kickstarter 
coming here, it’s a real 
catalyst for Greenpoint’s 
growth,” he said.

In fact, the arrival of the 
company — which earned 
fame for streamlining the 
way people donate money 
to creative projects — 
could open a third front in 
Brooklyn’s tech civil war.

DUMBO has long been 
the borough’s leading digi-
tal district, but  rising rents 
and a lack of available space  
have steered some would-
be tenants to Downtown. 
City offi cials have pushed 
to make Downtown more 
desirable for tech compa-
nies, but some businesses 
seem to prefer hipper quar-
ters  further north .

“Greenpoint is more ex-
citing and innovative than 
DUMBO,” said Smith. “You 
don’t need a crystal ball to 
see that we’re the future.”

Kickstarter has already 
won the approval of the 
city’s Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission and 
plans to add an interior 
courtyard while retaining 
the structure’s industrial 
aesthetic,  according to City 
LandNYC . A Kickstarter 
spokesman declined to 
comment, but  the New 
York Post reports  that the 
company plans to spend 
$7.5 million acquiring and 
fi xing up the building.

LANE PAIN: Cyclists claim double-parking is out of control on Dean 
Street between Sixth and Carlton avenues — and they say it’s put-
ting their lives in danger.  

THE KICKER: Kickstarter’s decision to move to Greenpoint may 
convince other tech brands to come to North Brooklyn, neigh-
borhood boosters say. 

Brooklyn is the world! The international hub that 
is our borough gave rise to two Olympic medalists, 
and, fi ttingly, they represented different countries. 
Lia Neal, a 17-year-old swimmer from Flatbush, made 
America proud when she took home a bronze in the 
4×100-meter freestyle relay. Meanwhile, runner La-
londe Gordon — who trained in Red Hook Park — took 
home two bronze medals in the 400-meter dash and 
another in the 4×400-meter relay while representing 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

Boro’s tech scene 
gets Kickstarted

A bronze tale

Double-parking trouble on Dean Street
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Store Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri, 7:30am to 5pm & Thurs, 7:30am to 7pm; Open on Saturday from 10am to 2pm

You’ll run out of room before you run out of options.
Andersen® windows come in styles, shapes and sizes to fi t any purpose and every personality. With natural wood 
interiors, low-maintenance exteriors and a host of elegant options, it’s no wonder professional builders and 
remodelers choose Andersen windows more often than any other brand.

Visit our showroom today to see the complete line of energy-effi cient 
Andersen windows and doors.

BY ELI ROSENBERG
A South Williamsburg 

building crumbled to the 
ground on Aug. 9, leaving 
behind a giant pile of rubble 
and a crowd of bewildered 
onlookers at the corner of 
Wythe Avenue and S. Ninth 
Street.

Nobody was injured 
when the structure gave 

way at around 11 am, the 
fi re department said.

And the collapse may 
have given building own-
ers a leg up — developers 
were already in the process 
of demolishing parts of the 
structure, which stretches 
all the way to Kent Avenue, 
 according to city records .

Builder Isaac Hager, 

who could not be reached 
for comment, bought the 
property for $42.6 million 
in 2007 with plans to turn 
the warehouse building 
into several apartment tow-
ers,  the Real Deal reports .

Neighbors complained to 
the city as recently as June 
about workers conducting 
demolition without proper 

permits at the site.
But inspectors from 

Department of Buildings 
found no evidence of any 
wrongdoing.

The building — which 
was the former home of the 
clothing store Domsey’s 
Warehouse — was vacant 
when it gave way,  according 
to NBC New York .

FACTS OF THE FALL: A building at the corner of Wythe Avenue and 
S. Ninth Street was slated for demolition before it gave way on Aug. 
9. Firefi ghters were quickly on the scene to assess the damage. 

Williamsburg building collapses
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Five months after An-

imal Care and Control 
sprung them from a dark-
ened, garbage-fi lled, fl ea-
infested home, 23 Shetland 
sheepdogs are now free to 
be adopted by loving fami-
lies, animal rescuers say.

Prosecutors said the 
Shelties were held as evi-
dence by the city as inves-
tigators built a case against 
Kolja Sustic, 64, and Pat 
Lim, 63, who offi cials say 
had the dogs squirreled 
away in two Sheepshead 
Bay homes in February.

“Try to understand that 
these dogs were living in 
total darkness,” said Julie 
Canzoneri, who founded Tri-
State Sheltie Rescue. “The 
windows were boarded up, 
the house is mice infested, 
fl ea infested, and there were 
no utilities. Not only were 
they hoarding dogs, they 
were hoarding garbage.”

Offi cials from Brooklyn 
District Attorney Charles 
Hynes’s offi ce say Sustic and 
Lim pleaded guilty to one 
count of misdemeanor ani-
mal abuse,  which requires 
them to undergo counseling, 
forfeit ownership of the Shel-
ties, and forbids them from 
owning any animals for two 
years.

As a result, the city re-
leased the dogs to animal 
rescue groups this week. 
The sheepdogs are now in 
the hands of Tri-State Shel-
tie Rescue, where they will 
be treated for a variety of 
maladies and socialized to 
live in a healthy household.

Canzeroneri said many 
of the rescued pooches suf-
fer from exposed bones in 
their jaws, exposed roots 
in their teeth, fl eas, skin 
rashes, over-grown nails, 
and tumors.

“These dogs had never 
been vetted their entire 
lives,” she said.

 The fi rst batch of Shel-
ties will begin treatment 
at Noah’s Ark Veterinary 
Practice in Marine Park 
this week, where Dr. Brian 

Abraham will treat the 
infl ux of malnourished 
mutts.

“We’re going to be over-
staffed. Myself and another 
doctor will vet the dogs, see 
what they need, and then 
send them to the treatment 
area and the technicians 
will take care of them,” said 
Dr. Abraham. 

Canzoneri estimates the 
cost of treating the dogs to 
be more than $20,000, and is 
currently raising funds to 
pay Noah’s Ark Veterinary 
Practice, which will do the 
work up front to get the 
sheepdogs back into shape.

Between 2002 and 2010, 
Sustic and Lim voluntarily 
handed over 26 dogs to Can-
zoneri while she was work-
ing with other dog rescue 
organizations.

“I believe in 2010 some-
one called the American So-
ciety for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, so they 
decided to give up some of 

the dogs to beat the heat,” 
alleged Canzoneri.

However, fearing that 
more Shelties remained with 
the alleged hoarders, Canzo-
neri began calling city agen-
cies and eventually started 
working with Hynes.

At one point, Canzoneri 
 — who had a congenial re-
lationship with Sustic and 
Lim — introduced under-
cover detectives working 
with Hynes’s offi ce to the 
alleged hoarders, and lead 
them on a tour of Sustic’s 
home, which eventually 
lead to the DA’s offi cer re-
ceiving search warrants for 
the suspect’s properties.

Prosecutors say Sustic 
owned a two-family house 
on Avenue Y that was over-
fl owing with garbage — 
fi refi ghters actually had to 
enter through the roof to 
access the building’s sec-
ond fl oor, due to all the junk 
stacked fl oor to ceiling, she 
said — and held 10 Shelties 
living without ventilation 
or utilities when Animal 
Care and Control served the 
search warrant, according 
to Brooklyn Assistant DA 
Dianne Malone.

S’head couple pleads guilty to animal cruelty

SAFE AT LAST: Thirteen of the 
23 Shetland sheepdogs rescued 
from an alleged hoarder home  
in February are being treated 
for a variety of health issues at 
Noah’s Ark Veterinary Practice. 

‘Hoarder’ Shelties 
up for adoption
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Dollar van drivers who 

zip up and down Flatbush 
Avenue between Downtown 
and Mill Basin say they 
want to horn in on the city’s 
controversial plan to give 
livery cabs the right to ac-
cept street hails — but claim 
that the Taxi and Limousine 
Commission is thwarting 
their attempts to legitimize 
their illegal, yet accepted, 
practice of occassionally 
picking up customers who 
fl ag them down at bus stops.

The Taxi and Limou-
sine Commission is poised 
to sell 6,000 street hail per-
mits that would allow car 
service drivers to pick up 
customers at the curb in-
stead of waiting for passen-
gers to call for rides. 

But dollar van drivers 
— who cannot legally pick 
up street hails —  say they 
aren’t included in the city’s 
plan, even though they 
claim Taxi and Limousine 
Commissioner David Yassky 
promised they would be. 

“The chairman of the 
Taxi and Limousine Com-
mission is playing with us,” 
said Leroy Morrison, the 
manager of Alexis Van Lines, 
who’s driven a commuter van 
for 25 years. “Commissioner 
Yassky needs to wake up and 
think about these guys who 
have a family and want to 
make a decent living!”

Dollar van drivers 
throughout the borough are 
outraged that they will not 
be able to make a bid for a 
$1,500 permit, according to 
Morrison.

But even if they were 
allowed to get one, many 
dollar van drivers won’t be 
able to afford the costly fee, 
advocates say.

“It’s unfortunate that we 
can’t fi nd a way for these 
small businesses to perform 
at their optimal capacity,” 
said Councilman Jumaane 
Williams (D–Flatbush), 
who noted that the city 
asked dollar van drivers for 
their assistance during 9-11 
and Hurricane Irene.

“We were led to believe 
that they were going to be 
grandfathered into any 
plan. If we can clear a path 
for these people, we can fo-
cus on getting rid of the il-
legal road vans that are out 
there.”

Yet Commission repre-
sentatives say commuter 
van drivers can join the 
street hail plan — which has 
been sidelined as opponents 
sue the city over the law’s 
constitutionality — and in-
sisted that the fees requested 
are a bargain compared to 
the $1 million yellow cab me-
dallions can cost.

They also noted that the 
program was completely op-
tional.

“If they choose to make 
the decision, they can do 
better with a different busi-
ness model,” said Commis-
sion spokesman Alan From-
berg. “They don’t have to do 
this — though we expect the 
permits to be very popular.”

Despite Fromberg’s as-
surances, dollar van driv-
ers feel they’ve been de-
ceived by the city.

“That’s bulls---,” said 
Morrison, who claimed that 
he had several meetings with 
Yassky about their inclusion 
in the bill. “Yassky promised 
they would waive the fees. 
All we want is to be grandfa-
thered in and our vans will 
remain $2.”

For Caribbean communi-
ties in Flatbush, the dollar 
vans that run up and down 
the length of Flatbush Av-
enue are an important part 
of getting around town. 

They were such a neces-
sity that  the city recruited 
dollar vans to pick up pedes-
trians  along terminated bus 
routes in 2010, but the plan 
fell apart when no one used 
the vans, offi cials said. 

Even without permits, 
motorists say dollar van 
drivers continue to pick 
up passengers at bus stops 
along Flatbush Avenue — a 
practice criticized by many 
residents in communities 
such as Marine Park and 
Mill Basin.

Dollar van drivers want to pick up street hails

NO FARE: Leroy Morrison, who runs Alexis Van Lines, is demanding the city allow dollar vans to pick 
up street hails. 

ROAD RAGE!

KITCHEN CABINETS, 
FLOORING,

BATH VANITIES, FAUCETS,
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR 

DOORS,
LOCKS AND MUCH MORE

FREE 
KITCHEN LAYOUT 

AND DESIGN 
WITH PURCHASE

All specials can not be combined with any other offers.

KITCHEN CABINETS, 
FLOORING,

BATH VANITIES, FAUCETS,
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR 

DOORS,
LOCKS AND MUCH MORE

FREE 
KITCHEN LAYOUT 

AND DESIGN 
WITH PURCHASE

FREE WIFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 
718-692-1515

2256 Hendrickson Street 

(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: 
thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

REPAIRED 
PAINLESSLY

Ph
ot

o 
by

 S
te

ve
 S

ol
om

on
so



A
UG. 19, 2012, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

77

Flea Market
INDOOR & OUTDOOR

• Antiques • Books • Electronics
• Fashion • Health & Beauty • Clothing

• Shoes • School Supplies • Internet Cafe
• Jewelry • Knickknacks • Music & Movies

• Tools • Vintage • Retro Items

2092 Stillwell Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11223 • 718-765-0018

OPEN THURSDAYS 10AM-7:30PM • FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 10AM-5PM
WEB SITE: FLEAMARKETS.NET • EMAIL US AT: INFO@FLEAMARKETS.NET

FREE 
Balloons

FREE 
Coffee

FOR VENDER APPLICATIONS:
CALL TO RESERVE A SPOT

DIRECTIONS
SUBWAY (N)
• Get off Ave U Stop
• Walk down platform towards West 8th St.
• Walk 7 blocks on Ave. U to Stillwell Ave.
SUBWAY (D)
• Get off 25th Ave. Stop
• Walk down platform stairs towards Bay 40th St.
• Follow 86th St. turn right onto Stillwell Ave.
• Walk approx. 1000 ft. to Ave. U and Stillwell Ave.
• Located on right
SUBWAY (F)
• Get off Ave U Stop
• Out of station walk towards Lake St.
• Walk 13 blocks on Ave. U to Stillwell Ave.
Bus (B1-B3-B4)
• Get off 86th St. & Stillwell Ave.
• Turn onto Stillwell Ave. Following Train
• Walk approx. 1000 ft. to Ave. U and Stillwell Ave.
• Located on right

SUBWAY:

BUS: B1 B3 B4

N D F

One entry with every $10 purchase. Winner will be chosen at random from all
entries received. All entries must be received by 4pm Sunday, August 19th, 2012

Enter Our Raffl e
To Win An
iPad

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Bay Ridge residents living 

next to a derelict 83rd Street prop-
erty are demanding the city help 
them end a fi ve-year invasion of 
vermin and ne’er-do-well teens — 
and prevent another deteriorat-
ing building in the community 
from collapsing. 

Neighbors fearing another 
 neglect-induced cave-in , like the 
one that befell a home on Oving-
ton Avenue between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues last month, say it’s 
time for the city to do something 
about a Victorian-style house 
that’s been rotting away for half a 
decade between Ridge Boulevard 
and Third Avenue.

“I’m scared,” said Danielle 
Basso, a mother of three who 
lives next door.  “It’s unfortunate, 
because it’s a beautiful structure, 
but it should be torn down.”

Basso said that she and her 
husband have had to pay to have 
the derelict house fumigated to 
clear out the bees and termites 
that threaten to jump to their 

home. High schoolers frequently 
sneak inside to do drugs as well, 
she said.

“I think it’s mostly pot, but 
there might be something harder 
going on in there,” Basso said.

Siu Leung, another neigh-
bor, has a few horror stories of 
her own — including combating 
swarms of insects living in the 
overgrown foliage surrounding 
the broken-down building.

“We don’t even go out in our 
backyard because we have so 
many mosquitoes,” Leung said, 
adding that there are also three 
raccoons living inside the struc-
ture that sometimes scamper 
across her lawn, and that the 
building’s roof shingles rain 
down onto her driveway. “I’m so 
fed up and I don’t know what to 
do.”

Leung echoes Basso’s calls for 
the house to be taken down — be-
fore it comes down on its own. 

“I am really concerned that 
this building will eventually col-
lapse,” said Leung. “Just knock it 

down. Force the owner to do it, or 
have the city do it and bill him.” 

Both Leung and Basso de-
scribed the property-holder, Ga-
mal Hasan, as friendly, but said 
their pleas to have the house re-
paired have gone unanswered.

“He’ll come and clean up some-
times, but he’s never boarded up 
more than 20 percent of the win-
dows, which is what you have to 
do to keep the rain and animals 
out,” said Basso. “He says he’s 
trying, but we don’t know.”

Buildings Department records 
show Hasan owes $57,000 in fi nes 
for code violations on the build-
ing, including citations for failing 
to maintain its exterior. 

Repeated calls to Hasan, who 
works as a realtor at a Century 
21 on Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
were not returned.

Leung said she’s made re-
peated calls to the Department of 
Buildings to get it to take down 
the structure, but with no results. 
She fears the city is unaware of 
a gaping hole in the roof that she 

said allows gallons of rain water 
to pour through the house and de-
stabilize its support beams.

Basso said she’s been in touch 
with state Sen. Marty Golden (R-
Bay Ridge) about her problems 
with the building, who she said 
assured her he was working to-
ward a solution. 

Golden’s offi ce confi rmed that 

it had received the complaints, 
and said it would attempt to get 
inspectors on the scene soon — 
and, if necessary, have the house 
razed.

“If they found it unsafe, we 
would defi nitely support it being 
taken down so not to hurt anyone 
or cause damage,” Golden spokes-
man John Quaglione said.

HORROR HOUSE: Neighbors of this 83rd Street home say it has been empty for 
fi ve years and is now falling apart — causing debris to fall onto their properties. 

Ridgites: Derelict home 
on 83rd Street must go
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$99 MOVE IN SPECIAL

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.
166-07 HILLSIDE AVENUE JAMAICA NY 11432

VISIT US AT WWW.ZARAREALTY.COM

QUEENS: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 NASSAU: 516-292-6071
Brand New Studios 1, 2 & 3 Bdrms, Furnished & Unfurnished, Short and Long Term Leases

Present This Coupon & Receive up to $200
NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

OFFER EXPIRES DEC 2012

Some with Free Gas, Gym, Laundromat
Brand New Kitchens and Bathrooms
24 Hr. Maintenance and Emergency Repairs
24 Hr. Surveillance all Sites.
Professional and Friendly Staff

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affordable

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Two Cyclones relievers 

are hurling their way to-
ward history after reach-
ing the NY–Penn League all 
star break without giving 
up a single run.

Paul Sewald and Logan 
Taylor both boast 0.00 ERAs 
for the season as neither of 
them have allowed a batter 
to cross the plate — even on 
an unearned run.

Sewald has pitched 20.2 
scoreless innings in 12 ap-
pearances, racking up four 
saves and 23 strikeouts 
while giving up 13 hits and 
two walks. To be in the 
running for the NY–Penn 
League’s all-time record, 
he’ll need pitch at least 24 
frames while keeping his 
ERA below the 0.26 record 
established by Marc Pis-
ciotta, who gave up just one 
earned run in 34 innings for 
the now-defunct Welland Pi-
rates in 1991.

Taylor has more work to 

do: he has goose-egged bat-
ters for 9.2 innings in eight 
appearances, racking up 
10 strikeouts while giving 
up fi ve hits and no walks 
— meaning he’ll need to 
last another 14.1 innings of 
scoreless baseball to have a 
chance at the record.

To snag second or third 
place in the record books, 
the Clones relievers would 
need to best Jason Jimenez, 
who posted a 0.28 ERA in 
his 1997 rookie year with 
the Hudson Valley Ren-
egades after allowing one 
earned run in 31.2 innings, 
or Joe Little, another Ren-
egade who pulled a 0.29 
ERA after tossing exactly 
31 frames and yielding just 
a single run.

The Cyclones team re-
cord would be only a little 
easier to beat: it belongs to 
the beloved Eddie Cama-
cho, who fi nished the 2004 
season with a 0.69 ERA af-
ter pitching 39 innings and 

surrendering just three 
earned runs.

Both pitchers would 
be on track to shatter the 
major league modern-era 
ERA record, held by Bos-
ton’s Dutch Leonard, who 
boasted a 0.96 ERA in 1914 
on 224.2 innings pitched. 
They’d also pass “Smiling” 
Tim Keefe of the Troy Tro-
jans, who gave up 10 earned 
runs in 105 innings of work 
for a 0.86 ERA in 1880 — 
back when pitchers threw 
underhand and batters re-
quested where they wanted 
the ball to be tossed.

But Sewald says he 
doesn’t have the record 
books — or Smiling Tim — 
on his mind.

“The most important 
thing to me is just getting the 
hitter I’m facing out, making 
the pitch,” Sewald said. “The 
rest I try to block out.”

However, Sewald ad-
mits he gets a little anxious 
when there are runners in 

scoring position.
“With guys on base, I do 

get a little more focused,” 
said the Las Vegas native 
out of the University of San 
Diego. “I wish it wasn’t like 
that, because you should 
have that focus all the time.”

Clones pitching coach 
Marc Valdes says there’s 
really no secret to groom-
ing pitchers with fl awless 
ERAs.

“I treat all the guys the 
same. We work the fast-
ball on both sides of the 
plate and focus on getting 
strikes,” Valdes said, add-
ing that he’s not obsessed 
with pitching stats. “ERA’s 
not everything. Plenty of 
guys have not-great ERAs 
and come through for us. 
And guys with low ERAs 
can blow the game.”

A low ERA is no guaran-
tee of a long and successful 
career on the mound. Pis-
ciotta, who holds the NY–
Penn League record, had 

an impressive major league 
rookie season with the Chi-
cago Cubs in 1997, and a not-
so-impressive fi nal season 
with the Kansas City Roy-
als just two years later. Sec-
ond and third place hurlers 
Jimenez and Little burned 
out before they got out of 
the minors, and Camacho, 
the Clones record-holder, 
currently plays for the un-

affi liated Atlantic League’s 
Camden Riversharks with a 
3.67 ERA so far this year.

Taylor says he’s happy to 
have his streak, but he un-
derstands a stat is just a stat.

“If I give up a run, it’s 
not the end of the world,” 
said the righty from Okla-
homa. “Zero runs is just a 
goal, and I’ve been lucky to 
do it so far.”

Two Clones relievers haven’t given up a run — all season!

Scoreless baseball

FLAWLESS: Cyclones pitcher Pauls Sewald, who boasts a miniscule 
0.00 ERA, does his best impersonation of “Smiling” Tim Keefe.
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MASTERS DEGREE 
PROGRAMS

 of SCIENCE 
DEGREE PROGRAMS

of ARTS 
DEGREE PROGRAMS

Liberal Arts, Innovative 
& Non Traditional

ADMISSIONS OPEN      www.boricuacollege.edu

BROOKLYN CAMPUS/GRAHAM
9 Graham Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11206 * 718-963-4112

BROOKLYN CAMPUS/NORTHSIDE
186 North 6 St. Brooklyn, NY 11211 * 718-782-2200

BORICUA COLLEGE
“learning is personal”

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A group of bad guys 

bound and robbed at least 
four men who scheduled a 
liaison with an escort in 
Williamsburg, police say.

The perps targeted 
multiple johns who vis-
ited an apartment in a 
housing project on S. 10th 
Street between Berry 
Street and Bedford Av-
enue over a span of fi ve 
hours after the victims 
responded to an ad on 
Backpage.com on Aug. 7.

When the fi rst man ar-
rived at about 1:30 a.m., a 
woman opened the door 
and let him in. As soon 
as he entered the apart-
ment, two masked men 
grabbed him, pointed a 
gun at him, and forced 
him to the fl oor, investi-
gators say.

The crooks then 
bound him with duct 
tape and took his credit 
and debit cards, driver’s 
license, Blackberry, car 

keys, and $200.
After snatching the 

valuables, the captors 
released the victim and 
waited for their next 
mark to arrive, police al-
lege.

The other three rob-
beries that night all fol-
lowed the same pattern 
— until the last victim 
who reported the crime 
managed to fi ght off the 
robbers and escape be-
fore they could tie him 
up, according to cops.

However, the thieves 
still got away with his iP-
hone, police reports indi-
cate.

In all, the hoodlums 
scored hundreds of dol-
lars, electronics, and a 
bunch of credit and debit 
cards during the fi ve-
hour crime spree.

Police later arrested a 
44-year-old suspect, but 
the other robbers are still 
on the loose, investiga-
tors say.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Brooklyn’s favorite power couple 

is back — and they’re getting pumped 
for a show of arms on Aug. 26.

Pro arm wrestlers and lovebirds 
Joyce Boone and Harry Wilson can’t 
wait to compete in the Brooklyn-Kings-
boro Arm Wrestling Championships 
after Hurricane Irene proved stronger 
than even the borough’s bulkiest biceps 
last year,  robbing the Gowanus pair of 
a chance to show their stuff .

Even though the 2011 contest got 
canceled, the pair hasn’t slacked off.

Boone, considered one of the fore-
most female forearm warriors on the 
planet, spent the past 12 months win-
ning the NYC Big Apple Grapple In-
ternational, the New York State Arm 
Wrestling Championship, and the Em-
pire State Championship.

Wilson competed in the men’s divi-
sion of the Empire State challenge, but 
came in second to fellow Brooklynite 
Oleh Frankivskyy — meaning he’s 
been pushing that much harder to face 
Frankivskyy again. 

“I’ve been working with weights 
and with other guys I arm-wrestled a 
few years ago,” said Wilson. 

Boone has been working out, too, 
hitting the weights and playing hand-
ball to stay limber. After all, she has 
her own rival who might turn up at 
the tournament: Angela Annunziata 
of the Bronx, who snapped the Brook-
lynite’s arm in a 1997 match. Boone 
fi nally got her revenge last year by 
defeating Annunziata on her own turf 
in the Boogie Down championships, 
but Annunziata may seek another re-
match in Brighton Beach.

And Boone welcomes the challenge.
“I’m always grateful when women 

come out — I’m used to arm wrestling 
a lot of guys,” said the 2010 Brooklyn-
Kingsboro women’s champ, who is of-
ten called the “NYC Queen of Arms.”

In fact, one of the guys she grapples 
with is Wilson himself, often in hard-
fought, bicep-bulging matches.

“Sometimes I win, sometimes 
he does, it’s a mix,” she said of their 
turbo-charged take on hand-holding. 
“I can beat him with my left some-
times, even though we’re both stron-
ger in our right.”

But they won’t be pressing palms in 
Brighton Beach, according to New York 
Arm Wrestling Association founder 

and president Gene Camp. The event is 
tournament-style, with brackets for dif-
ferent genders and weight classes. The 
winners from each weight class then 
face off. And cold hard cash goes to the 
champs: $100 to the man with the stron-
gest left, $100 to the right, and $100 for 
the strongest woman overall.

Brooklyn-Kingsboro Arm Wrestling 
Championships at the Brighton Jubilee 
[3264 Coney Island Ave. near Brigh-
ton Beach Avenue in Brighton Beach, 
(718) 891–0800], Aug. 26 at 1 pm. Free to 
watch, $20 for men and $5 for women.

ARM IN ARM: Gowanus couple Harry Wilson 
and Joyce Boone may be Brooklyn’s best 
arm wrestlers. 

Arm-wrestling couple’s 
love is really strong!

Sex scammers mug 
men in W’burg

Ph
ot

o 
by

 T
om

 C
al

la
n



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

AU
G. 

19
, 2

01
2

10

J A C K  W E I S S M A N

JORDAN’S LOBSTER DOCK
New England Seafood at its Best

TAKE THE B OR Q TRAIN TO SHEEPSHEAD BAY ROAD, BKLYN NY
ON WEEKDAYS B-4 BUS TO KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY. WEEKENDS B-36 TO NOSTRAND AVE, TO B-44 TO KNAPP ST.

Market Specials and Full Menu Online

#1 Lobster Roll in NYC since 1938
Rated Excellent by ZAGAT®

3165 HARKNESS AVENUE / COR. OF 2771 KNAPP STREET 
(Exit 9 or 9A BELT PKWY Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY COLIN MIXSON
Assembly hopeful Ben 

Akselrod is railing against 
the construction of a con-
troversial Sheepshead Bay 
mosque — a hopeless battle 
political insiders say the 
former Community Board 
15 district manager has no 
chance of winning, but may 
help him pander to South-
ern Brooklyn conservatives 
looking to get rid of the Mus-
lim house of worship.

Akselrod, a conservative 
Democrat looking to unseat 
Assemblyman Steven Cym-
browitz (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) in September, claimed 
last week that the mosque 
being built on Voorhies 
Avenue — which is not in 
Cymbrowitz’s district —  
will harm property values, 
cause a traffi c nightmare 
on the block, and draw radi-
cal elements to the leafy res-
idential neighborhood.

“The Muslim Ameri-
can Society, the organiza-
tion behind this mosque, 
originate from the Muslim 

Brotherhood, an organiza-
tion that was outlawed in 
the U.S.,” said Akselrod, al-
leging the mosque backers 
have terrorist roots.

Akselrod voiced his op-
position  just two weeks af-
ter state Sen. David Storobin 
(R–Brighton Beach) wrote a 
letter to Mayor Bloomberg  
claiming that the mosque 
is thumbing its nose at 
city laws and threatens its 
neighbors’ lives.

But some say the sud-
den opposition shown by 
Storobin and Akselrod 
toward the mosque is all 
about getting the support of 
the Bay People — the group 
that’s repeatedly failed to 
halt the project — and resi-
dents against the mosque’s 
construction.

Political insiders say that 
Storobin, who just won a spe-
cial election against Council-
man Lew Fidler (D–Marine 
Park), is using the mosque 
fi ght to strengthen his image 
as a right-wing conservative 
— something that will help 

him in his upcoming race 
for a new Midwood district 
peopled with conservative 
Orthodox Jews.

Akselrod’s opposition is  
geared to make him stand 
out from Cymbrowitz, who  
hasn’t responded to any of 
the Bay People’s repeated  
pleas for help, some say.

“Both Akselrod and 
Storobin are looking for an 
argument that will break 
the race open and in both 
cases they have to effec-
tively attack people with 
larger reputations and his-
tory,” political analyst Hank 
Sheinkopf said. “They want 
to spend their time moving 
to the right, but what they 
should be talking about is 
bread and butter issues and 
cleaning up Albany,” he 
said.

Mosque backers say that 
Akselrod’s opposition will 
ultimately backfi re.

“If he’s going to sell out 
Islam, he might sell out 
other religions when that 
becomes popular,” said 

mosque builder Ahmed Al-
lowey, who said his four-
story Islamic Center will be 
open by next summer.

Akselrod insists he has 
no political motive in speak-
ing out against the mosque, 
claiming that it would have 
been irresponsible of him 
not to express his concerns. 

“I have an opinion and I 
think it’s my responsibility 
to express it,” he said.

Opponents to the mosque 
say that traffi c and park-
ing are their driving con-
cerns in demanding that 
the house of worship close, 
 but the tenor of their rallies  
has been more anti-Islamic 
rather than anti-conges-
tion.

Neighbors protesting 
the mosque often held signs 
reading, “Islam not wel-
come here,” “New York is 
not Islamabad,” and “Do 
not forget 9-11!”

One resident  even 
claimed he was going to 
“blow up the mosque”  if it 
was built.

Ben Akselrod joins quixotic fi ght to tear down Voorhies Ave. house of worship

TEAR IT DOWN: Ben Akselrod is the latest political candidate to 
join the opposition against the Voorhies Avenue mosque, which 
has already been approved by the city. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Assembly candidate: Mosque must go
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In both men and women these conditions are caused by, or worsened by, the lack of suffi cient testosterone, and 
all are almost always signifi cantly helped or eliminated by testosterone replacement. Testosterone has been available 

by prescription for fi fty-seven years. Testosterone replacement is safe and effective in both men and women.

Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE

Martin Slavin, MD

718-444-7040

❖ Fatigue?
❖ Anxiety?
❖ Depression?
❖ Type II Diabetes?
❖ Vascular Diseases?

❖ Weight Gain?
❖ Confusion?
❖ Weakness?
❖ Osteoporosis?
❖ Shortness Of Breath?

❖ Lost Interest In Sex?
❖ Lack Of Self-Esteem?
❖ Lack Of Motivation?
❖ Poor Self-Confi dence
❖ Coronary Disease?

❖ Erectile Dysfunction?
❖ Sexual Discomfort?
❖ Lost Sexual Feelings?
❖ Heart Failure?
❖ Menstrual Cramps?

Testosterone defi ciency treatment 
is covered by most insurances.

Get your testosterone level checked!!!

GET LOAN

Trans-Am Credit Solutions
Have A Job?

Outstanding Bills?

GET LOAN
No Application Fee

Personal Loans
Business Loans

Credit Cards Debt Loans
Home Improvements Loans

Auto
Bad Credit Loans

CALL TODAY: 1-800-752-0360x1

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Brooklyn is getting 

another whiff of Cologne 
thanks to a massive new 
beer hall inspired by the 
German city.

A 200-seat pub opened for 
business on St. Marks Place 
near Fourth Avenue under 
the name Die Koelner Bier-
halle — the borough’s sec-
ond tribute to Germany’s 
fourth largest metropolis.

The new venue boasts 
30 draft beers, 40 bottled 
beers, and a wine list in a 
converted Park Slope ware-
house that’s roughly the 
size of a basketball court.

“[It] transports patrons 
to a traditional German 
bier halle without requir-
ing a passport,” said man-
ager Andre Jordan.

Like many German-
infl uenced beer halls, Die 
Koelner Bierhalle boasts 
traditional German food 
and communal seating at 
long wooden tables. 

But it’s not to be mis-
taken for Brooklyn’s other 
Cologne-inspired beer bar, 
Fort Greene’s Der Schwarze 
Kölner. Managers at both 

beer halls were quick to 
point out that the bars have 
no affi liation — despite  re-
ports erroneously   linking 
the two  because their names 
include the words “Kolner” 
and “Koelner,” which mean 
“Cologne” in German.

Even though there are 
 concerns  and  complaints  
about other beer bars with 
outdoor seating nearby, some 
St. Marks Place residents 
say they’re excited about the 
new watering hole.

“We’re a little different 
from normal Park Slope 
people, we’ve been wait-
ing for a while for the bar 
to open,” said bar neigh-
bor Weina Dorsky. “I’m re-
ally excited. I like different 
choices of imported beer, 
and it’s close to home.”

Die Koelner Bierhalle 
[84 St. Marks Pl. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (347) 227–
7238, thekbh.com].

— with Alfred Ng

PROST!: Eby Harvey serves up a cold Ettaler Dunkler Doppelbock 
at Die Koelner Bierhalle.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Hall-elujah in Park Slope
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BY DANIEL SOLOMON
Brooklynites want to eat 

more chicken — at a Brook-
lyn Chick-fi l-A restaurant 
— according to a poll taken 
by this paper.

By a slim vote of 34 to 
32, visitors to our website 
BrooklynDaily.com said 
they would welcome a Chick-
fi l-A in Southern Brooklyn. 

The company, which al-
ready has one franchise  on 
New York University’s cam-
pus in Manhattan, became 
a lightning rod of contro-
versy after its owner, Dan 
Cathy, expressed his oppo-
sition to gay marriage last 
month.

“I think we are inviting 
God’s judgment on our na-
tion when we shake our fi st 
at Him and say, ‘We know 
better than you as to what 
constitutes a marriage,’ ” 
Cathy said last month. 

Those statements, along 
with Chick-fi l-A’s links to 

organizations that support 
a traditional defi nition of 
marriage, sparked outrage 
among gay rights groups. 

At franchises through-
out the country, same-sex 
couples held ‘kiss-ins.’ 
Others organized boycotts 

of the chain. 
Council Speaker Chris-

tine Quinn called for NYU 
to close its Chick-fi l-A 
chain, drawing a retort 
from Mayor Bloomberg, 
who defended Cathy’s First 
Amendment grounds. 

Russell Gallo, the head 
of Brooklyn’s Young Re-
publicans and a candidate 
for the State Assembly seat 
currently held by Steve 
Cymbrowitz (D–Brighton 
Beach), said that Chick-fi l-
A would do well in neigh-
borhoods like Bensonhurst 
and Sheepshead Bay.

“We would defi nitely 
welcome your business 
and the jobs and revenue 
it would create,” Russell 
wrote in his letter to Cathy, 
who is headquartered in At-
lanta, Georgia.

 “I look forward to enjoy-
ing a Chick-fi l-A Sandwich 
in Brooklyn sometime in 
the near future.”

BY CHUCK O’DONNELL
Brooklyn isn’t just the 

borough for young indie 
rockers and avant-garde 
artists who are trying to 
make it big — it’s also the 
place where superheroes 
get their start.

That’s the premise be-
hind a new Spider-Man 
comic in which the be-
loved web-slinger isn’t a 
world-famous superhero, 
he’s just a newbie in tights 
hanging out with a motley 
crew of do-gooders called 
the Brooklyn Avengers.

Carroll Gardens writer 
Stuart Moore and Flat-
bush artist Damion Scott 
say this new crop of caped 
crusaders really refl ect 
the borough where they 
live: there’s even one with 
mysterious hypnotic pow-
ers named the Hypst’r.

“I liked the idea that 
these scruffy, outer-bor-
ough heroes had taken their 
cue and even their name — 
without permission — from 
the majestic Avengers, who 
are based in Manhattan,” 
said Moore, who crafted 
the story as a contribution 
to Marvel’s 50th anniver-
sary celebration of “Web of 
Spider-Man,” due out at the 
end of August.

After all, Spider-Man 
was himself a Queens boy.

The upcoming itera-
tions of a familiar and 
beloved superhero is a 
chance for Moore and 
Scott to give Brooklyn 
a place in a Marvel uni-
verse — where the Fan-
tastic Four’s digs rise 
high above the Manhat-
tan skyline, where Doc-

tor Strange prefers the 
bohemian pace of the Vil-
lage, and where the X-Men 
lived in the tranquility of 
Westchester County.

But despite their low 
profi le and outer-borough 
location, the Brooklyn 
Avengers, who have some 
le s s - t h a n- for m id able -
sounding characters in 
their crew, like Paintball, 
Boilermaker, and Rotary, 
are fi nding that it isn’t 
easy being superheroes. 

Someone is killing 
these poor Avengers.

Equally dubious in 
their names, the list of 
suspects include villains 
Red Hook, Facelift, and 
— bearing an uncanny 
resemblance to a certain 
well-known borough pres-
ident — Gerry Mander. To-
gether with Spider-Man, 
the Brooklyn Avengers go 
on the offensive, striking 
out across the borough to 
fi nd the murderer.

BROOKLYN WANTS MORE CHICKEN!: The vote was close, but a 
Brooklyn Daily poll shows that Southern Brooklynites would like to 
see a Chick-fi l-A open in the borough, even if the chain’s owner is 
against gay marriage. 

MARVEL AT ME: The comic 
book world of Spider-Man will 
collide with Brooklyn in artist 
Damien Scott’s new work. 

Superheroes fl y 
to Brooklyn

Fowl vote! Southern Brooklyn wants 
a Chick-fi l-A, according to poll

The Brooklyn Bombshells — Jane Gish, Megan Collum, and Kati Vaughn — prepare to take on the Bronx Gridlock in Coney Island on 
Aug. 11. Brooklyn won the bout, meaning the team will compete in the Gotham Girls Roller Derby League championship against the 
Manhattan Mayhem.  

Ladies’ night at the Roller Derby
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The city shrugged off 

concerns that Bay Ridge 
will sink into the earth last 
week, claiming residents’ 
fears that the century-old 
underground infrastruc-
ture will leave the neighbor-
hood riddled with sinkholes 
are completely unfounded.

Department of Environ-
mental Protection Deputy 
Commissioner Jim Roberts 
said he’s not concerned by 
the age of the city’s under-
ground pipes at a meet-
ing with residents worried 
about a recent uptick in 
sinkholes in the neighbor-
hood.

“The fact that these 
pipes went in in 1902 does 
not bother me,” Roberts 
said last Thursday as he 
updated residents about 
the ongoing effort to fi ll the 
sinkhole on 92nd Street. “I 
do not believe this is a sys-
temic problem.”

Roberts said that pipes 
made at the turn of the 20th 
Century were extremely 
strong and other waste and 
water ducts installed at 
the same time have yet to 
break down. He added that 
sinkholes at 92nd and 79th 
street are unrelated, since 
they occurred along differ-
ent sewer lines.

But that did little to 
calm concerned residents 
who are watching sinkholes 
open up all around them.

Residents who wit-
nessed a 70-foot-deep pit 
form at the corner of Third 
Avenue and 92nd Street, fol-
lowed by a section of 79th 

Street between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues open up and 
nearly swallow a car —  plus 
a host of other cave-ins that 
appeared across the com-
munity in recent weeks  
— say it’s time to replace 
the 110-year-old water and 
sewer pipes snaking under 
neighborhood streets. 

“We’re concerned about 
safety because we have had 
two major sinkholes open 
up in our community in the 
past months,” said Commu-
nity Board 10 member Bob 
Hudock.

Roberts said it remained 
unclear if the age of the sewer 
lines caused the sinkholes 
on 92nd and 79th streets to 
form, admitting that crews 
digging out the 92nd Street 
sinkhole haven’t reached the 
sewer pipe, even though the 
burrow was formed more 
than six weeks ago.

The cave-in on 79th 
Street has been repaired 
and fi lled in, Roberts said. 

JUST COOL OUT: City repre-
sentative Jim Roberts tried to 
calm residents’ fears of more 
sewer cave-ins in Bay Ridge. 

City: We are not 
replacing old pipes

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The sinkhole that opened 

near the corner of Third 
Avenue and 92nd Street 
more than six weeks ago is 
a stench-fi lled pit, say out-
raged neighbors  who claim 
they’re constantly chok-
ing on noxious sewer gas 
and the dust kicked up by 
construction crews trying 
to fi gure out what caused 
the 70-foot-deep burrow to 
open.

City Department of En-
vironmental Protection 
Deputy Commissioner Jim 
Roberts told residents last 
Thursday that the cave-
in that formed on June 28, 
which many believe was 
caused by a broken sewer 
line, won’t be repaired and 
fi lled in for another three 
months — drawing the ire 
of 92nd Street residents who 
say the sinkhole is ruining 
their street.

“You don’t live there. 
You don’t know what it’s 
like,” said Marianne Casey, 
who claims she can’t es-
cape the gas seeping from 
the hole and dust from the 
construction. Construction 
equipment used to repair 

the hole, which is only a few 
feet wide, has also taken up 
several parking spots, she 
said.

Other Bay Ridge resi-
dents feared the sewer gas 
could affect their health.

“It’s so bad, it stings,” 
said Lauren Grant, who 
claims that she can smell 
the fumes from three blocks 
away. “I have to wash my 
eyes out in the shower as 
soon as I get home in the af-
ternoon.”

Merchants near the sink-

hole say they’ve lost busi-
ness ever since it formed.

“It’s a disaster,” said 
Frank Buono, who co-owns 
the Artisan Food Valley on 
Third Avenue near 92nd 
Street. Buono said that he 
and his partner Danny Ac-
cardo are losing customers 
to noise and odors.

Buono’s partner said 
construction crews should 
be working around the 
clock to fi ll the hole in so 
everything can return to 
normal.

“It’s just a major weight 
on our shoulders,” said Ac-
cardo, who said his store 
can’t receive deliveries be-
cause construction vehicles 
are hogging up all the spots. 
“They’ve got to kick it up to 
working 24 hours a day and 
just get it done.”

Roberts said his agency 
would try to get the smell 
and dust under control, but 
said site conditions don’t al-
low for round-the-clock op-
erations — though he said 
he was open to increasing 
the number of shifts for 
workers on the repair proj-
ect.

“I ask my staff every 
day how we can make this 
go quicker, and how we can 
maybe get more people on 
it,” Roberts said.

The 92nd Street sinkhole 
isn’t the only pit to form in 
Bay Ridge in recent weeks. 
Two weeks ago a section of 
79th Street between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues  caved in 
and nearly swallowed a car.  
Civic leaders said that  more 
than a half-dozen sink-
holes and depressions have 
formed  in the neighborhood 
in recent months.

Ridge sinkhole stinks, residents say

IN THE HOLE: Tony Stancampiano, who lives on 92nd Street, says  
the sinkhole repairs on his street are hurting his home and job. 

A CONCERNED MAN: Community Board 10 member Bob Hudock 
voiced concerns about further sinkholes forming in Bay Ridge to 
city offi cials at a meeting on Aug. 9. 
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“The [fi eld house’s] en-
vironmentally conscious 
design will save money in 
the long run, with energy 
use expected to be 45-per-
cent lower than a building 
of comparable size,” said a 
Parks Department spokes-
woman.

But the city wouldn’t 
provide utility costs for a 
city building “of compa-
rable size,” leading some 
to question whether the 
Parks Department under-
stands its own fi gures.

“How could they pre-
dict how much they’re sav-
ing if they don’t know the 
energy cost of a conven-
tional building?” asked 
John Manzola, a member 
of the Marine Park Civic 
Association. “They’re just 
throwing numbers out.”

Manzola may not be 
wrong.  After some num-
ber crunching, we learned 
that 12 generations of Ma-
rine Park residents will 
have used the fi eld house 

before the building starts 
paying for itself.

Electricians and heat-
ing and air conditioning 
professionals say that it 
would cost the city about 
$7,000 a month to heat and 
cool something as large 
the fi eld house — which is 
about the size of a tennis 
court.

“For a building of that 
size, using factory num-
bers that would be a good 
rough guess,” said Will 
Vassallo, Service Man-
ager at Vigilante Plumb-
ing, Heating, and Air Con-
ditioning.

With the energy sav-
ings, the Field House 
would save $3,150 per 
month, or $37,800 a year — 
meaning that it will work 
off its $11.5-million cost 
overrun in 304 years, give 
or take a few months.

Critics were fl oored by 
the number, and wondered 
what the city will look like 
— or if the fi eld house will 
still be standing — when 
it will begin to start sav-
ing the city money.

“The Parks Depart-

ment is absolutely correct, 
the fi eld house will save 
money,” said Manzola. 
“And maybe my great, 
great grandchildren will 
be around to see it.”

Even Field House sup-
porters were a bit sur-
prised.

“Obviously, urchins 
have been budgeted more 
effi ciently,” said Council-
man Lew Fidler, who set 
aside millions to have the 
fi eld house built. “Nev-
ertheless, no matter how 
hard you try to say other-
wise, this is a good thing 
for the neighborhood and 
its future. Not every state-
of-the-art project with 
cutting-edge green tech-
nology belongs in Man-
hattan.”

But Vassallo said one 
doesn’t take advantage of 
high-end energy saving 
technology to save money.

“If you want to go 
green, from my experi-
ence, it generally does not 
pay off in most cases,” he 
said. “It’s mostly the feel-
good feeling you get from 
doing it.”

Emails to the Parks 
Department for comment 
about the building’s cost 
overruns and our fi gures 
weren’t answered. All the 
agency sent us was the 
same comment claiming 
how the fi eld house will 
save money in the long 
run.

The price of the com-
munity center, which is 
essentially one large meet-
ing room, two bathrooms, 
and closets for storage, 
has ballooned from $5 to 
$16 million and has suf-
fered countless delays.

The project is cur-
rently costing taxpayers 
$5,000 a square foot — 
more than the 104-story 
Freedom Tower in Man-
hattan, which is $1,456 per 
square foot.

The Freedom Tower is 
expected to be completed 
early next year, beating 
the Marine Park Field 
House, which — accord-
ing to the city’s latest es-
timates — should open 
sometime this winter. 
Both projects began in 
earnest in 2008.

Field house
Continued from page 1 



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

AU
G. 

19
, 2

01
2

14

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2012 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Ditmas is earning the “park” 

in its name. 
The tree-fi lled neighborhood 

is now even greener — and the fl o-
raphiles at the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden are taking note.

The area recently took home 
two out of the Garden’s six “Green-
est Block in Brooklyn” awards — 
a long overdue acknowledgement 
of the hard work residents have 
put in to spruce up their neighbor-
hood.

“This is a product of both long-
time residents and brand-new 
residents,” said Robin Redmond, 
the executive director of the Flat-
bush Development Corporation, a 
neighborhood group that helped 
organize a major greening effort 
in Newkirk Plaza in May. “People 
are very invested here and they 
have a vision for the place for it to 
be gorgeous.”

The Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
selected Newkirk Plaza and the 
nearby Cortelyou Road stretch 
between Westminster and Argyle 
roads as co- “greenest commer-
cial” blocks. The plaza’s award 
marks a surprising transition for 
an area that residents used to as-
sociate with urban neglect.

“Newkirk Plaza used to have, 
like, chain-link fence, and it had 
tar blacktop,” Redmond said of 
the makeover in which volun-
teers installed 21 planters, 11 
trees, and benches in the area 
around the Q train subway stop. 
“It’s been a tremendous change 
for that space and a change that’s 
been a long time in the making.”

The stretch of Cortelyou Road 
that shared the award with Newk-
irk Plaza is home to such popu-
lar businesses as Mimi’s Hum-
mous, the Castello Plan, and T.B. 
Ackerson Wine Merchant — but 
residents said the block’s trans-
formation was also a recent devel-
opment.

“I’ve heard people say they 
think people in Ditmas Park take 
the beauty for granted, but Corte-

lyou Road was not beautiful un-
til somewhat recently,” said Jan 
Rosenberg, a broker at Brooklyn 
Hearth, which took home the 
“greenest storefront,” title from 
the Garden. 

“It is just wonderful to see peo-
ple on the streets now using the 
farmers market. It creates more of 
a community,” she said.

Still, Rosenberg admitted that 
it was the neighborhood’s his-

torical character that ultimately 
helped inspire the recent efforts 
to incorporate plants into the 
streetscape. 

“One of the things that is very 
unusual here is that there’s a strip 

of grass between the sidewalk and 
the street,” said Rosenberg. “It 
was consciously built as a subur-
ban neighborhood and this contin-
ues that. But, also, this is a neigh-
borhood where people care.”

HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN GROW?: (Above) Arielle Harris, 9, waters a new fl ower 
box in Newkirk Plaza. (Top, right) Robin Redmond, Bob Pandolfo, Nicole Francis, Ja-
son Kellman, Leon Kogt, and Samuel Moskowitz all helped organize Newkirk Plaza’s 
neighborhood greening effort. (Right) The lush plants wowed the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden. Photos by Elizabeth Graham

DITMAS PARK IS IN BLOOM
Botanic Garden says street in leafy neighborhood is borough’s greenest block
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don’t enjoy it, but, unfortu-
nately, it’s necessary at this 
point.”

Last week’s vandalism 
marked the second time the 
West End Avenue park had 
been hit with graffi ti since it 
was dedicated 15 years ago, 
leading some to believe that 
Akselrod’s demands are ex-
cessive. 

“He’s out of his mind,” 
said Manhattan Beach civc 
activist Ed Eisenberg, who 
is a member of the Holo-
caust Memorial Park com-
mittee. 

“This is a complete 
waste of money, because all 
these cameras will catch is 

the ass of some kid running 
away.”

Yet some residents are 
quickly getting behind his 
plan. 

“I think they should 
look up every elected offi -
cial to get the fi nancing for 
it,” said CB15 chairwoman 
Teresa Scavo. “It’s not like 
Big Brother will be watch-
ing. If someone put a cam-
era in front of my house, 
that would be Big Brother 
watching. But schools and 
public places like Holocaust 
Park should defi nitely get 
cameras.”

Yet some didn’t think 
that the cameras should be 
paid for with taxpayer dol-
lars.

“I don’t know if that’s 
something that the state 

should be responsible for,” 
said Edmond Dweck, a 
spokesman for the Man-
hattan Beach Neighbor-
hood Association. “I think 
each organization should 
have the right to do so at 
their discretion.”

Akselrod, who has 
formed a group called 
Brooklyn Memorial Watch, 
said the cameras he’s pro-
posing wouldn’t be moni-
tored 24 hours a day, but 
that the footage would assist 
police in apprehending any 
vandals who might strike 
the memorial in the future.

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding the Aug. 8 
hate crime is urged to call 
NYPD CrimeStoppers at 
(800) 577–8477. All calls will 
be kept confi dential.

Continued from page 1 

Eye in sky

Crown Victoria that he 
asked the city if he could 
rent the spot in front of his 
apartment . “I have a right 
to park there. They do not 
have a right to tell me I 
can’t park there.” 

Other parking-spot 
strapped residents say 
Xaverian thumbed its nose 
at its neighbors when the 
no parking signs were put 
in.

“This is their declara-
tion of war,” said former 
Bay Ridge Democratic dis-
trict leader Ralph Perfetto, 
who said he would join a 
lawsuit and happily sign 

the petition Bortnick is cir-
culating demanding that 
the no parking signs be re-
moved. “So we’re going to 
war with them.”

Yet Xaverian president 
Robert Alesi claims he 
never asked the city for the 
signs.

“The Department of 
Transportation was the one 
that initiated this,” said 
Alesi, who claimed that 
the city began studying the 
corner after a car struck a 
student as he crossed Shore 
Road to get to a school bus.

The student wasn’t seri-
ously harmed.

“They thought there 
was a real safety concern 
for kids at dismissal and we 
agreed,” he said.

But the city doesn’t 
remember its conversa-
tion with the school the 
same way: a Department 
of Transportation spokes-
man said the agency put 
in the no parking signs “in 
response to a request from 
school representatives.”

Neighbors say they’ve 
been pushing the school to 
build a two-story garage in 
the back of the school that 
would accommodate par-
ents, teachers, and school 
buses.

“If they are so desperate 
for parking, let them build 
a second fl oor onto their 
parking lot with ramps,” 
said Bortnick. “They’re a 
big-shot school, they have 
the money.”

Continued from page 1 
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thing he knew, he heard an-
other roll gate go down be-
hind him.

That’s when he realized 
he was trapped. 

“No one ever said ‘Is 
there anyone in the store?’ 
No one turned the lights 
off,” said Brennan. “Sud-
denly, I was just locked in 
alone.”

Brennan — an elevator 
repairman with plenty of 
experience freeing people 
from confi ned spaces — 
knew he had to fi nd a way 
out.

First he attempted to 
bang on the door to at-
tract attention, but no one 

heard the rattling.
Next, he tried to fi nd an 

escape route through the 
back of the shop, but that 
failed, too.

Brennan then unsuc-
cessfully searched the 
shop’s counter for an em-
ployee’s phone number.

Finally, with nothing 
but every tool on the hard-
ware store’s shelves at his 
disposal, Brennan resigned 
himself to Plan D.

“I said to myself ‘I think 
I have to call 911 here,’ ” he 
said.

After calling cops, 
Brennan got his fi rst lucky 
break of the day: the store’s 
owner showed up before the 
fi re department arrived to 
knock down the door.

Kamrul Motin, the 
worker who accidentally 

locked Brennan in the 
shop, said he’s been diligent 
about praying several times 
per day during the Muslim 
holy month of Ramadan — 
which is why he cut out in 
the middle of the day. 

Brennan said he’s hip to 
religious customs, and he’s 
happy that Motin is Mus-
lim.

“I know a Jewish guy 
who owns a hardware store, 
and he closes up early on 
Fridays and doesn’t come 
back for the rest of the day,” 
Brennan said. 

Motin was apologetic 
after the incident, but he 
doubts it will hurt his rela-
tionship with Brennan as a 
shopper.

“He lives right behind 
the store,” said Motin. “He’s 
a good customer.”

Continued from page 1 

Hardware











Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
• Fast reduction of pain 
• Improvement of nerve function
• Reduction of muscle spasms.
• Speeding of tissue repair
• Development of muscle tissue and collagen

  and scar tissue formation
• Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

• Bulging, Slipped Discs 
• Spinal Fusion
• Neck Pain
• Sciatica Pain
• Migraine Headaches
• Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
• Tennis Elbow
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
• Neuropathy Pain
• Bell’s Palsy
• Plantar Fasciitis
• Sports Injuries
• Sprains & Strains
• Knee Pain
• Hamstring Tears
• Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-559-6992 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
1117 57th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219
www.brooklynspinecenter.com

718.559.6992
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.
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