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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
A Park Slope movie 

theater is hoping to pack 
the house with a block-
buster coming attraction: 
booze.

Cinema owners Peter 
and Ben Kafash are seek-
ing an alcohol permit that 
would allow moviegoers 
to sip mixed drinks, beer, 

and wine at the  Pavilion 
Theater  on Prospect Park 
West.

“It’s like watching a 
movie in the comfort of 
your own home,” said 
Christine Smitz, a spokes-
woman for the cinema. 
“It’s a trendy new thing to 
keep the movie-going ex-
perience modern.”

Smitz said the movie 
house plans to sell drinks 
— including suds from lo-
cal breweries and simple 
cocktails with rum, te-
quila, vodka, and whiskey 
— between 5 pm and 11 
pm as “a date-night kind 
of thing” at the theater at 
the corner of 14th Street.

BY DANIELLE FURFARO 
AND COLIN MIXSON

Rival politicos from liberal 
Brownstone Brook-
lyn and old-school 
Southern Brook-
lyn are fi ght-
ing to become 
the borough’s 
new boss now 
that scandal-
scarred Assem-
blyman Vito Lopez 
 will not seek reelection a s 
party chairman  due to  allegations 
that he sexually harassed female 
staffers . 

Canarsie district leader 
Frank Seddio, a long-

time member of the 
old-guard Thomas 
Jefferson Demo-
cratic Club, and 
Brooklyn Heights 

district leader Jo 
Anne Simon, who 

ran a failed Council 
campaign against 

the Lopez machine, are already 
jockeying for support among the 
borough’s fractured party leader-
ship, which will elect a new leader 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Residents of 73rd Street 

say cops are doing nothing 
to stop the hoodlums who 
have turned their street 
into a hotspot for drug ac-
tivity and violence.

Neighbors say drug 
deals and groups of teens 
smoking pot have become 
regular sights between 

Fifth and Sixth avenues — 
which is around the corner 
from a public school — at all 
hours of the day and night.

“This seems to be a little 
mecca for that kind of ac-
tivity,” said John Sommer, 
who said he’s had to repeat-
edly tell groups of weed-
smoking young men to stop 

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 14

Bensonhurst statue has a 
heartbeat, residents say

WILL BREDDERMAN
The statue of Saint Anthony of 

Padua standing in front of a 62nd 
Street home in Bensonhurst is so 
lifelike, it actually has a pulse, 
neighborhood Catholics claim.

Cal Stansu, who lives near 
17th Avenue, said he bought the 
statue after his father passed 
away more than 10 years ago.

But he realized it was more 
than a piece of plaster when it be-
gan to excrete an oily substance 
and the water in the fl ower vase 
in front of it turned pink a few 
weeks ago.

But that wasn’t all: when you 
touch the statue, you can feel a 
heartbeat, some claim.

“The statue felt sticky, like 
sweat,” said Stansu, who claims 
that his statue of Saint Anthony 
of Padua — the patron saint of 
lost things — has found quite a 
following in the neighborhood.

“I didn’t say anything, but 
fi ve or six days ago people started 
bringing it small fl owers,” Stansu 
said. “And people said to me that 

when they were touching it, they 
felt a heartbeat.”

The devout Catholic and fi rst-
generation Italian-American has 
since put a glass case over the 
statue to protect it from miracle 
seekers.

He did allow this paper to ex-
amine the statue, but no heart-
beat was detected — even with a 
stethoscope. 

The statue was warm, though 
it had been sitting in the sun all 
day.

Calls to the Brooklyn Dio-
cese about the statue were not 
returned, but Monsignor David 
Cassato, pastor of Saint Antha-
nasius Church on 61st Street and 
21st Avenue, said he hadn’t heard 
about the pulsating icon.

And the mystery behind the 
statue’s alleged heartbeat won’t 
be solved overnight, he said. 

The Vatican must follow a 
strict investigative process be-
fore determining if an event 
is a miracle or a yet-to-be ex-

Continued on Page 11
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BEER HERE?: The owners 
of the Pavilion Theater are 
seeking a liquor license.

CHECKING FOR SIGNS OF LIFE: Reporter Will Bredderman uses a stetho-
scope to see if this statue of Saint Anthony of Padua has a pulse.

Street under seige Movies with a brew in Slope

Democratic 
boss brawl 
underway

SAINTS ALIVE!
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
A Cortelyou Road tot 

lot where an octogenar-
ian gatekeeper was fi red 
for following city rules too 
strictly has become a night-
time hangout for drug deal-
ers, drunks, and vagrants, 
according to parents who 
say they’re afraid to bring 
their children to the Ditmas 
Park play space.

The city dismissed 
85-year-old Leroy Harris,  a 
park volunteer who gave up 
his mornings and evenings 
to open and close the Lt. 
Narvaez Tot Lot since the 
1990s,  at the end of March 
after parents complained 
that the rule-bound senior 
was closing the park too 
early for their tastes and 
cursing at children.

Five months later, par-
ents say no one is man-
ning the gates to the tot lot 
— which is named after a 
70th Precinct cop killed in 
the line of duty — making 
it a perfect rallying point 

for ne’er-do-wells of all 
types.

“There are people hang-
ing out there late at night 
and there’s evidence of 
crimes being committed in 
a place where babies are 
basically licking the side-
walk,” said one concerned 
parent, who would only 
identify herself as Chris-
tina. “My husband found 
dime bags there.”

Longtime residents say 
the park is beginning to 
look like it did more than 
two decades ago, before 
Harris took over as park 
sheriff. 

But the city shouldn’t 
count on the senior step-
ping in to help out. 

“Even if they ask me 
again, I don’t want to have 
nothing to do with it,” 
said Harris, who said he’s 
found another way to get 
his daily exercise without 
having to open and close 
the park gates. “Nobody 
paid me, and all I got was 

insults.”
Parks Department of-

fi cials admitted that they 
haven’t found anyone to 
lock up the tot lot since Har-
ris was let go.

“Parks are generally 
locked by community 
volunteers,” said Parks 
spokesman Philip Abram-
son. “If any responsible 
members of the commu-
nity are interested in vol-
unteering, we welcome 
their assistance.”

Community Board 14 
members said they have 
received numerous com-
plaints about the Lt. Nar-
vaez Tot Lot since Harris’s 
departure and are working 
on a solution with both resi-
dents and police. 

“There has been a major 
uptick in cigarette butts, 
glass bottles, and trash 
thrown everywhere,”  one 
board member said . “The 
Tot Lot should be swept and 
locked at night, as it was 
previously.”

Parents: Drug dealers have taken over

TROUBLE IN 
THE TOT LOT

J A C K  W E I S S M A N

URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

Board Certifi ed Emergency Medicine Doctors 

Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

“Why Wait for 5 hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 15 min. Guaranteed”

255 East 98th

                                                 www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.comAll Major Credit 
Cards Accepted

Monday – Friday: 9am to 8pm 
No Appointment Necessary

Referrals From Physicians and Attorneys Welcome
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VISIT US TODAY!!

 Acute Trauma

 Pediatrics

 Internal Medicine

 Acupuncture

Chiropractics

Physical Therapy

 Modern Facilities

 Urgent GYN

 Onsite X-Ray

Onsite Blood Draws

SORELY MISSED: Ditmas Park parents are fi nding out just how important “Sheriff” Leroy Harris, 85, 
was to keeping the peace at the Lt. Federico Narvaez Tot Lot. Drunks and drug dealers have taken over 
the lot since he was fi red, many say. 
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
An Italian designer’s 

once controversial map 
of the New York City sub-
way was so unpopular, 
straphangers demanded 
a replacement — but the 
elegant and informative 
diagram is making a come-
back.

Massimo Vignelli’s 
1972 New York City depic-
tion of the subway system 
didn’t win many fans in its 
day due to its abstract and 
overly utilitarian design 
that focused only on the 
underground trip rather 
than above-ground land-
marks — omitting most 
major sites and turning 
Central Park into a tiny 
square.

History, it turns out, has 
sided with his principled 
view of how a transit map 
should function.

“It’s a diagram, rather 
than a compromise be-

tween what is under-
ground and what is above 

ground,” said 81-year-old 
Vignelli, who will discuss 
his famous design and an 
update that has made the 
brightly colored map the 
new face of the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Au-
thority’s weekend subway 
service advisories.

“All you want to know 
is how to go from point A 
to point B. This is why di-
agrams are better to con-
vey this kind of informa-
tion,” said Vignelli, who 
will speak at the New York 
Transit Museum on Sept. 
12 with designer Michael 
Bierut.

Vignelli’s diagram bore 
little resemblance to New 
York City itself, replacing 
the chaos and grittiness of 
the streets with clean, easy-
to-follow lines that thread 
their way across a stark-
white abstraction of the 
boroughs at sharp angles.

New Yorkers opted for a 

more geographically realis-
tic — and messy — subway 
map and the city scrapped Vi-
gnelli’s creation in 1979 and 
went back to using a hybrid 
street-and-line map.

Meanwhile, Vignelli’s 
map went on to become an 
icon of design. 

“There is no question 
in the design community 
that this was a major piece 
of work,” said Transit Mu-
seum director Gabrielle 
Shubert. “If you look at the 
London transit map, that is 
always really abstract and 
they’ve been using that for 
a long time.”

Massimo Vignelli and 
Michael Bierut at the New 
York City Transit Museum 
[130 Livingston St. between 
Smith Street and Boerum 
Place in Downtown, (718) 
694–1600, http://jump.dex-
igner.com/news/25531] 
Sept 12, 6 pm. $15, $10 for 
members.

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Fourth Avenue’s pe-

destrian islands will get 
fatter under a city plan 
intended to make crossing 
the treacherous street feel 
less like a game of Frog-
ger.

The city will use bol-
lards and paint to expand 
the medians on the busy 
thoroughfare, giving 
walkers more space to wait 
when crossing a section of 
the wide, speeding-prone 
avenue between 15th and 
39th streets in Park Slope, 
Greenwood Heights, and 
Sunset Park.

The new infrastructure 
will reduce the terrifying 
“stuck-in-the-middle” phe-
nomena on the bustling 
avenue, said neighbors 
who lobbied for the road-
way redesign.

“If it saves just one 
life, it’s worth it,” said 
Joan Botti, a neighbor and 
member of Community 
Board 7, which supports 
the project. 

Neighborhood activ-
ists like Botti have long 
pushed for safety en-
hancements on Fourth 
Avenue, where roughly 
half of drivers speed dur-
ing the day — and at least 
88 people have been killed 
or seriously injured from 
its start in Downtown to 
its terminus in Bay Ridge 
during the past six years, 

according to transporta-
tion statistics.

That’s especially trou-
blesome, residents say, be-
cause numerous of schools 
are located along the strip 
between 15th and 39th 
streets, including PS 124 
in Park Slope, and PS 24 
and PS 172 in Greenwood 
Heights.

The Department of 
Transportation will now 
use paint and street posts 
to widen 52 medians by 
up to eight feet on the two-
mile stretch of Fourth 
Avenue. The agency also 
intends to expand curb-
side lanes and left-turn 
lanes without removing 
any lanes of automotive 
traffi c — a plan the city 
hopes will result in a safer 
street. 

“It will enhance safety 
for everyone who walks 
or drives along this road 
and especially for the hun-
dreds of students who go 
to school along the corri-
dor,” said Department of 
Transportation spokes-
man Nicholas Mosquera.

This isn’t the only part 
of Fourth Avenue that’s 
going to get a pedestrian-
friendly makeover — the 
city is trying to  convert 
the car-heavy thorough-
fare  into a friendlier street 
with wider medians and 
street foliage all the way 
to Bay Ridge.

MAP ATTACK: Massimo Vi-
gnelli, with associates Yoshiki 
Waterhouse and Beatriz Cifu-
entes-Caballeros, who helped 
design the 2012 edition of his 
once shirked subway map.  

BIG ISLANDS: The city will expand pedestrian islands along 
Fourth Avenue between 15th and 39th streets using paint and 
bollards in an attempt to make the road safer for walkers.

Fourth Ave. 
space race

Controversial map gets second look

The British were coming
Revolutionary war re-enactors turned Green-Wood Cemetery into an 18th-century battleground as best they could on Aug. 27 — 
paying tribute to the 236th anniversary of the “Battle of Brooklyn.” Costumed history buffs rode horses, waved fl ags, and fi red 
blanks at each other to commemorate Gen. George Washington’s heroic retreat from the British in 1776.  
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Democratic Assembly-

man Steven Cymbrowtiz is 
afraid to debate, the legisla-
tor’s challenger claimed as 
he lashed out against the 
six-term incumbent for not 
participating in a primary 
face-off  so he can attend a 
Russian fi lm festival instead.

Former Community 
Board 15 District Manager 
Ben Akselrod, who hopes 
to unseat Cymbrowitz on 
Sept. 13, says the incumbent 
will forego the Manhattan 
Beach Jewish Center de-
bate on Sept. 5 because he 
doesn’t want Democratic 
voters to know how conser-
vative he’s become.

“He’s advocating for con-
tradictory positions,” said 
Akselrod, who was all too 
happy to speak out against 
his opponent in lieu of a de-
bate. “He tells the Orthodox 
Jewish community that he’s 
a conservative Democrat, but 
I see a conservative Demo-
crat who goes around on a 
spending spree using state 
money.”

Cymbrowitz said he 
agreed to debate several 
months ago, but was only 
informed of the actual date 
a few weeks ago — after he 
agreed to attend the Turk-
ish and Russian Jewish 
Movie Night premiere.

“I did not decline the de-
bate, as my opponent has 
suggested,” said Cymbrow-
itz. “It wasn’t until last week 
when they set the date.”

Akselrod said he has a 

folder full of questions to ask 
Cymbrowitz. On his list are 
allegations that Cymbrow-
itz ignored community com-
plaints against the Sheep-
shead Bay mosque being 
built on Voorhies Avenue — 
even though the mosque isn’t 
in the legislator’s district.

“He ignored over 1,000 
signatures that were pre-
sented to him,” said Aksel-
rod. “He did not take a posi-
tion when the owner for the 
mosque and the lawyer for 
the mosque called the entire 
community of protestors 
racist and ignorant. These 
are people whose invest-
ments in their homes will 

be greatly affected by what 
is going on there and they 
called them racist. What did 
Cymbrowitz do? Nothing.”

With less than two weeks 
to go before primary day, no 
debates have been sched-
uled — but political insid-
ers say that’s exactly how 
Cymbrowitz wants it.

“Akselrod’s got the dou-
ble-barreled bonus of be-
ing an Orthodox Jew and 
a Russian,” said political 
analyst Hank Sheinkopf. 
“So why would Cymbrowtiz 
want to make that even fur-
ther known by being on the 
same stage, and in front of a 
Jewish audience?”

Akselrod says Cymbrowitz is running scared

DISCOURSE DENIED: Albany 
hopeful Ben Akselrod (above) 
says that Assemblyman Steve 
Cymbrowitz (left) cancelled a 
scheduled debate because the 
legislator is scared to be in the 
same room with him. Cymbrow-
itz said that he would gladly de-
bate, as long as he doesn’t have 
a scheduling confl ict.

Zero debates in 
S’Bay showdown

FREE WIFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 
718-692-1515

2256 Hendrickson Street 

(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: 
thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

REPAIRED 
PAINLESSLY

DA: Ridge hate crime suspect faces 15 years
BY THOMAS TRACY

An unhinged man who 
shouted racial obsceni-
ties as he stabbed a black 
male with a fork inside a 
Bay Ridge diner is facing 
15 years in prison now that 
he’s been indicted on hate 
crime charges, District At-
torney Charles Hynes said.

Prosecutors say Nicho-
las Melo jumped his victim 

following a heated argu-
ment inside the Bridgeview 
Diner on Third Avenue near 
90th Street on Nov. 5, 2011.

The victim told police that 
he was inside the diner with 
two female friends at 2:45 
am when Melo approached 
and started screaming at the 
young ladies —  who were 
white —  calling them “N---
-- loving b------.”

Melo then started to hurl 
racial epithets at his victim, 
investigators claim.

Detectives say Melo 
threw a punch, which did 
not connect, then snatched 
a fork off the table and be-
gan stabbing his victim, 
leaving the man with deep 
puncture wounds to his 
head and back that needed 
medical attention.
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Flea Market
INDOOR & OUTDOOR

 Antiques  Books  Electronics
 Fashion  Health & Beauty  Clothing

 Shoes  School Supplies  Internet Cafe
 Jewelry  Knickknacks  Music & Movies

 Tools  Vintage  Retro Items

2092 Stillwell Ave  718-765-0018

OPEN THURSDAYS 10AM-7:30PM • FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 10AM-5PM
WEB SITE: FLEAMARKETS.NET • EMAIL US AT: INFO@FLEAMARKETS.NET

FREE 
Balloons

FREE  
Raffle

FOR VENDER APPLICATIONS:
CALL TO RESERVE A SPOT

DIRECTIONS
SUBWAY (N)

Get A St p
Walk w la r r W .
Walk bl Ave. Ave.

SUBWAY (D)
Get 25t Ave. p
Walk w la r tair t war ay 0 .
F ll w t turn ig t Stillwell Ave.
Walk app x. 000 t t Ave. a illwell Ave.

te n ri t
SUBWAY (F)

Get A St p
Out t walk t wa ake t.
Walk b Ave. t Stillwell Ave.

Bus (B1-B3-B4)
Get 6t St. & illwell Ave.
Turn nt Stillwell Ave F ll wing Train
Walk app x. 000 t t Ave. a illwell Ave.

te n ri t

SUBWAY:

BUS: B1 B3 B4
N D F

Enter Our Raffle To Win An
iPhone
All entries must be received by 
4pm Saturday, Sept. 8, 2012.

iPad
All entries must be 
received by 4pm 
Sunday, Sept. 9, 2012.

No purchase necessary. Tickets are limited. Winner will be chosen at random from all entries received. 
Vendors and family members associated with fleamarkets.net do not qualify for the free raffle.

BY COLIN MIXSON
These colors don’t run 

— instead, you run through 
them.

Nearly 25,000 amateur 
athletes fl ocked to Aviator 
Sports and Events Center 
last weekend for the two-
day Color Run, where run-
ners were doused with a va-
riety of neon-colored dyes 
as they jogged along the 
three-mile course.

“My hair’s still pink,” 

said Ashley Lycett, who 
participated in the run last 
Saturday.

The racers — wearing 
bright white T-shirts at the 
starting line — were un-
leashed, 1,000 at a time, over 
the course of 10 waves.

Every half mile, the rac-
ers would see a colored fl ag 
in the distance, foreshadow-
ing the neon mist of colored 
cornstarch that volunteers 
on the sideline would squirt 

from ketchup bottles.
“You were pretty much 

tie-dyed at the end,” said 
Jessica Caracciolo, who 
came down from Ithaca Col-
lege to participate in the 
Color Run.

There were no losers in 
the race: contestants young 
and old were encouraged to 
take their time and enjoy 
themselves.

“They actually didn’t 
even time you,” said Car-

acciolo. “Some people ran, 
some people walked. There 
were families there, older 
people; it was just a fun ex-
perience for everyone.”

After the jog, runners 
became revelers as they re-
ceived packets of colored dye 
that they ripped open and 
tossed into the air in tandem 
while a DJ pumped out tunes 
from a nearby stage.

“It was like a huge dance 
party,” said Caracciolo.

COLORFUL COMPETITION: (Top left) Megan Wagner and Jessica 
Caracciolo pose in their stark-white T-shirts before the race. (Top 
right) Stephanie Sa, Stacy Marks, Melissa Curley, and Betty Fran-
kini’s shirts weren’t so white when the run ended. (Above) Color 
Run contestants dance in a spray of brightly-hued corn starch.   

Run leaves everyone rainbow bright
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MASTERS DEGREE 
PROGRAMS

 of SCIENCE 
DEGREE PROGRAMS

of ARTS 
DEGREE PROGRAMS

Liberal Arts, Innovative 
& Non Traditional

ADMISSIONS OPEN      www.boricuacollege.edu

BROOKLYN CAMPUS/GRAHAM
9 Graham Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11206 * 718-963-4112

BROOKLYN CAMPUS/NORTHSIDE
186 North 6 St. Brooklyn, NY 11211 * 718-782-2200

BORICUA COLLEGE
“learning is personal”

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
The Walgreens slated to 

open in Windsor Terrace 
will dedicate a “signifi cant” 
amount of space to fresh pro-
duce and meat — a promise 
that could involve sharing 
the building with a grocer, 
company offi cials say.

The nation’s largest drug 
store chain — which is re-
placing the neighborhood’s 
only grocery store — says it 
will reserve part of the shop 
for “fresh fruit, vegetables, 
and frozen meat” and is 
considering partnering 
with a company that sells 
perishables to do so.

“All options are on the 
table,” said Walgreens 
spokesman Robert Elfi nger.

Elfi nger said plans for 
the pharmacy also include 
a dairy and deli meat selec-
tion — but had no specif-
ics about how much square 

footage the shop will dedi-
cate to fresh food.

The news comes after 
months of protests from 
neighbors, who claim the 
drug store — which is sched-

uled to replace a Key Food 
in January — will create 
a “food desert” in the com-
munity unless it provides 
grocery services or adjusts 
its lease to make room for a 
business that will.

Windsor Terrace resi-
dents now say the compa-
ny’s still-vague commitment 
isn’t exactly prompting cel-
ebratory dinner parties, es-
pecially because residents 
have gotten “only stock an-
swers” to letters they sent 
Walgreens offi cials. 

“We’re looking for some-
thing that’s refl ective of a 
full-service grocery store 
… not a glorifi ed 7-Eleven,” 
said Windsor Terrace resi-
dent Ryan Lynch. “It would 
be more hopeful if [Wal-
greens] was working with 
the community.”

It’s not the fi rst time the 
pharmacy chain has com-

mitted to selling produce 
in Brooklyn. In 2008, Bay 
Ridge residents demanded 
fresh food at a Walgreens 
that was replacing a Key 
Food in a now-stale food 
fi ght that could shed some 
light on the current Wind-
sor Terrace battle.

After protests from shop-
pers,  Walgreens agreed 

to offer fresh produce and 
meat at the store  — but 
residents now say it never 
emerged as a true alterna-
tive to the grocery store it 
replaced.

Denise Loli — who four 
years ago  signed a petition  
along with 1,000 other pro-
testors demanding fresh 
food at the Third Avenue 

site — says she won’t buy 
produce at the Bay Ridge 
Walgreens, which she 
claims resembles a Rite 
Aide with just a few vegeta-
bles in stock.

“It’s a place you go to buy 
milk and eggs,” she said. 
“But it’s certainly nothing 
you can rely on as a grocery 
store.”

GREEN PARTY: Ryan Lynch, who last month protested against a planned Walgreens with a mega-
phone, says the pharmacy’s promise to sell fresh food is too vague. 

GREENER PASTURES: A Wal-
greens pharmacy, like the one 
pictured in this fi le photo, will 
sell produce and meat when it 
opens in Windsor Terrace. 

Walgreens says it 
will sell greens
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Special Promotions  Music  Refreshments

on Kings Highway 
Ocean Ave. – Ocean Pkwy.
September 6th 2012 

6PM – Closing

Palazzo: Aldo: 1116 Kings Hwy.
Steve Madden: 1402 Kings Hwy.

Women's Clothing
Sept Ladies Boutique: Fox’s: 921-923 Kings Hwy.

Gizia: Nero Bianco: 1214 Kings Hwy.
Rum & Raisin: Ruby and Jenna: 1308 Kings Hwy.

Jewelry, Cosmetics & Accessories
William Barthman Jeweler: S&T: 1308 Kings Hwy.
Ralph’s Jewelry: L&D Cosmetics: 1411 Kings Hwy.Ralph s Jewelry::

How to get here              Subway:  Q&B trains to Kings Highway
Bus: B2, B31, B49, B68, B82, X29 and B100 (run by Command Bus Company and not NYC Transit) 

Car: Coney Island Avenue (north & southbound) to Kings Highway 
Parking: Public parking on East 14th & East 15th Streets

Men’s Clothing
Next Wave: Trend’s: 1314 Kings Hwy.

Introducing Fall Fashion
Special Promotions  Music Refreshments g

www.kingshighwaybid.orgFor more info call: or visit:718-645-1100

KITCHEN CABINETS, 
FLOORING,

BATH VANITIES, FAUCETS,
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR 

DOORS,
LOCKS AND MUCH MORE

FREE 
KITCHEN LAYOUT 

AND DESIGN 
WITH PURCHASE

All specials can not be combined with any other offers.

KITCHEN CABINETS, 
FLOORING,

BATH VANITIES, FAUCETS,
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR 

DOORS,
LOCKS AND MUCH MORE

FREE 
KITCHEN LAYOUT 

AND DESIGN 
WITH PURCHASE

Serving the community since 1934

www.brfcu.org

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809 Sheepshead Bay Branch

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

LOANS AVAILABLE

Replace Your Car

Expand a Business

Buy Merchandise

Educate a Child

Improve a Store

Furnish a Home

Build a Future

Help a Relative

$1,000
$5,000

$10,000
$15,000
$20,000
$25,000

Serving the community since 1934

www.brfcu.org

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809 Sheepshead Bay Branch

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Need to sue the jerk who 

ran you over? There’s an 
app for that.

Tech-savvy Brooklyn cy-
clists can now gather post-
crash evidence via a smart-
phone application thanks to 
a bike-boosting lawyer who 
introduced the technology 
in an attempt to help pedal-
pushers build their cases.

Daniel Flanzig’s “ Bike 
Crash Kit ” includes a voice 
recorder, camera, and a 
drawing pad to help cyclists 
document facts at the scene 
— before the adrenaline 
even wears off.

“Normally a rider in-
volved in such a violent and 
traumatic incident can’t 
think clearly,” said Flanzig, 
a personal injury lawyer. 
“With the app they can just 
follow the guide.”

Flanzig — who said 
most of the 400 users who 
have downloaded his app 
are from Brooklyn — part-
nered with a tech special-
ist to work on the idea after 
encountering clients who 
scribbled notes on paper 
or were already using evi-

dence collected via smart-
phones in the aftermath of 
crashes.

The app helps cyclists 
quickly document the posi-
tion of cars and bikes, re-
cord witness testimony, and 
jot down notes in a more or-
ganized manner, he said.

Flanzig claims he has 
come across plenty of Brook-
lyn cases in which the app 
could have helped — like 
one in which a car made an 
illegal turn and smashed 

into a waiter who was bik-
ing on Kent Street. 

That case is just one of 
many of crashes in the bor-
ough, which is quickly be-
coming America’s cycling 
capital — despite  dozens of 
vehicle-on-cyclist collisions 
reported annually .

That’s part of the rea-
son Flanzig thinks his app, 
which is available for iP-
hones and  Android devices , 
will gain traction in Brook-
lyn’s two-wheeled scene.

WHEELS OF MISFORTUNE: Lawyer Daniel Flanzig designed the 
“Bike Crash Kit” phone app so cyclists who have been in accidents 
can quickly build cases against motorists. 

Crash app aids bikers in need
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Store Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri, 7:30am to 5pm & Thurs, 7:30am to 7pm; Open on Saturday from 10am to 2pm

You’ll run out of room before you run out of options.
Andersen® windows come in styles, shapes and sizes to fi t any purpose and every personality. With natural wood 
interiors, low-maintenance exteriors and a host of elegant options, it’s no wonder professional builders and 
remodelers choose Andersen windows more often than any other brand.

Visit our showroom today to see the complete line of energy-effi cient 
Andersen windows and doors.

BY THOMAS TRACY 
AND NATALIE O’NEILL

Vandals tore through 
Green-Wood Cemetery with 
a twisted vengeance on 
Aug. 20, causing more than 
$100,000 worth of damage as 
they toppled and shattered 
150-year-old tombstones and 
statues, employees said.

Perps damaged at least 
51 memorials and monu-
ments — including marble 
crosses and a large statue 
of an angel — according to 
a spokeswoman for the cem-
etery.

“An inordinate number 
of crosses were damaged. 
Things were absolutely 
crushed and pushed over,” 
she said. 

No historical monu-
ments were destroyed, but 
workers estimated the van-
dals caused at least $100,000 
worth of damage, which 
shocked employees.

“I have been visiting 
Green-Wood since 1986, 
and, while I recall some 
incidents of vandalism, I 
cannot remember anything 
on this scale or close to it,” 
cemetery historian Jeff 
Richman wrote on  Green-
Wood Cemetery’s blog  last 
Thursday. “Gravestones 
were pushed over and shat-
tered. Urns were cracked 
and pushed off their bases. 
Four marble crosses were 
toppled — three of them 
broke into pieces.”

But the vandals didn’t 
stop there: the thugs 
scratched out porcelain 
photographs of those in-
terred. Another porcelain 
picture was smashed with 
a rock said Richman, who 
was amazed that the van-
dals were able to scale the 
cast-iron fence and avoid 
notice inside the immense 
property that borders 

Greenwood Heights, Wind-
sor Terrace, Kensington, 
and Sunset Park.

“We have an around-the-
clock, 24-hour car patrol 
of the grounds,” Richman 
said. “We have video cam-
eras mounted throughout 
to discourage vandals. But, 
sadly, no cemetery secu-
rity system is a guarantee 
against vandalism.”

Cemetery employees 
didn’t identify which tomb-
stones and statues were 
damaged, but did say that 
a security camera recorded 
one of the vandals.

Groundskeepers dis-
covered the widespread 
desecration, which was 
first reported by the  Daily 
News , on the morning of 
Aug. 21.

The footage was handed 
over to the NYPD’s Hate 
Crime Task Force, which is 
investigating the vandalism 

as a possible bias crime.
A spokeswoman for 

Green-Wood said the ceme-
tery is now accepting dona-
tions, which can be made on 
online at  www.green-wood.
com  to repair the statues 
and tombstones.

Green-Wood Cemetery 

opened in 1838 and became 
the fi nal resting place for 
a host of historical fi gures 
and celebrities, including 
artist  Jean-Michel Bas-
quiat , abolitionist Henry 
Ward Beecher, musician 
Leonard Bernstein, Wil-
liam Meager “Boss” Tweed, 

and Samuel Morse, the in-
ventor of the Morse code.

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding this inci-
dent is urged to contact 
the NYPD CrimeStoppers 
hotline at (800) 577–8477. 
All calls will be kept confi -
dential.

DESECRATING THE DEAD: A band of vandals broke into Green-Wood Cemetery on Aug. 20, toppling 
and smashing statues and tombstones as they ran wild through the historic burial ground. 

Vandals attack 
historic cemetery
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 

  HGUOROHT TSOM EHT gnivah
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-559-6989 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller
1117-57 Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11219
Tel : 718-559-6989

Visit: 
www.brooklynspinecenter.com
*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

ADVERTISEMENT

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 

1117-57 Street • B’klyn, NY 11219 • Tel 718. 559. 6989
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Under the plan, mov-
ie-goers will be able to 
grab a drink from a con-
cession stand and hang 
out in a soon-to-be ren-
ovated lounge area — 
or pair a cold one with 
some popcorn or Junior 
Mints and head into the 
theater, she said.

The drinks-meets-
f licks concept comes af-
ter the state  nixed a law 

last year that barred 
movie houses from serv-
ing alcohol inside the-
aters .

Brooklyn cinemas 
such as Nitehawk and In-
dieScreen in Williams-
burg soon began serving 
booze along with meals 
— which owners cheered 
as a way to boost busi-
ness.

Now the Pavilion 
Theater — which is also 
planning on adding “fin-
ger foods” to the menu — 
is seeking a greenlight 

from Community Board 
6 and approval from the 
State Liquor Authority.

Alongside the local 
beers, Smitz said the cin-
ema will offer bottled 
beers such as Heineken, 
Yuengling, and Guin-
ness for between $7 and 
$10.

And she doesn’t ex-
pect movie fans to get too 
unruly inside theaters.

“People aren’t going 
to be getting sloshed — 
it’s a quaint community 
theater,” she said.

www.tommasoinbrooklyn.com

Elegance without Extravagance

Price Fixed Menu $ 27.00 - 7 Days

1464 86th Street between 14th and 15th Avenues

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A massive observation wheel slated for Staten 

Island should be built in Coney Island, claim 
People’s Playground boosters who say the amuse-
ment district should be home to anything remotely 
amusing in the city.

Staten Islanders cheered the news that they may 
be getting the 600-foot ride — the largest observa-
tion wheel in the world at twice the height of the 
Statue of Liberty — that will give tourists sweep-
ing views of the Manhattan skyline, but Coney Is-
land’s faithful are balking at the idea.

“The world’s largest Ferris wheel belongs in Co-
ney!” said Dick Zigun, Coney Island’s unoffi cial mayor 
and founder of Coney Island USA. “The city needs to 
stay focused on rebuilding Coney into a fi rst class ma-
jor tourist destination, it shouldn’t encourage compe-
tition with Coney within the fi ve boroughs.”

Borough leaders agreed with Zigun.
“Coney Island is America’s original amusement 

park and playground, and a natural location for 
the world’s tallest observation wheel,” said Bor-
ough President Markowitz, claiming that Coney’s 
existing attractions would draw far bigger crowds 
than Staten Island could ever provide. 

“The city should consider what location will pro-
vide the biggest bang for the buck and the strongest 
economic return,” he said.

Markowitz’s words stuck in the craw of Staten 

Island’s biggest booster, who said Coney Island 
shouldn’t have all the fun.

“It’s just one wheel,” said Staten Island Borough 
President Guy Molinari, who claims that the obser-
vation wheel won’t cater to Coney Island’s thrill-
seeking, beach-going and freak-watching crowd.

“The people who are going to Coney Island 
aren’t from all over the world. They are from the 
fi ve boroughs,” the politician said. “This wheel 
will be made for tourists. There’s not going to be 
amusements all around it, or hot dog stands.”

Zigun said if the city decides to put the observa-
tion wheel in Coney Island, it should be placed at a 
respectful distance from the landmarked Wonder 
Wheel — which is four times smaller — to avoid 
competition.

But observation wheels like the London Eye 
are quite different than traditional Ferris wheels 
— even one as iconic as the Coney Island Wonder 
Wheel. 

Instead of sitting on swaying, open air carriages 
common at amusement parks and fairs around the 
world, visitors sit in fi xed, bus-sized capsules that 
can carry more than 20 people. 

Observation wheel makers say passengers don’t 
feel any movement or vibration at all — unlike rid-
ing the 82-year-old Wonder Wheel, where six peo-
ple can fi t in a car and 16 of the 24 cars slide back 
and forth as the wheel rotates.

Zigun: Put observation wheel in Coney, not Staten Island
‘BLUNDER WHEEL’

WHEEL WARS: (Above) If the observation wheel slated for Staten Island is built 
in the People’s Playground, this is what it might look like. (Below) The planned 
observation wheel would clearly dwarf all of Coney Island’s other attractions if it 
gets built in Brooklyn. 

Observation wheel
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plained phenomena  like 
the bleeding statue of the 
Virgin Mary found in Ba-
ton Rouge, La.,  or  the 10-
year-old cheese sandwich 
bearing the Virgin Mary’s 
image that has yet to mold 
— and was sold for $28,000 
on eBay . 

“The Vatican will usu-
ally bring in church of-

fi cials and see if there is 
some natural reason for 
what’s going on,” the mon-
signor said.

“If there’s no natural 
explanation for it, they’ll 
say it’s a miracle,” he 
said.

The Pope makes the fi -
nal ruling on the nature of 
all alleged miracles, Mon-
signor Cassato said, add-
ing that there has never 
been a holy appearance in 
Brooklyn.

But the Catholic 
Church already regards 
Saint Anthony of Padua 
as a miracle worker, Cas-
sato said.

“He’s a powerful inter-
cessor,” the monsignor 
said, adding that he has 
visited the saint’s shrine 
in Italy. 

“It’s surrounded by 
all the crutches of people 
who have gone there with 
illness and have been 
cured.”

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Some of the city’s big-

gest biceps flexed their 
way to dominance at the 
2012 Brooklyn-Kingsboro 
Arm-Wrestling Cham-
pionships on Aug. 26 — 
including the Gowanus 
pair who’ve brought hold-
ing hands to a whole new 
level.

 Joyce Boone  — who 
dominated at the NYC Big 
Apple Grapple Interna-
tional, the New York State 
Arm-Wrestling Champion-
ship, and the Empire State 
Championship in Manhat-
tan earlier this year — 
overpowered her competi-
tors in the Women’s Open 
Right Division on Sunday 
to take home a medallion 
and a $100 cash prize.

Boone said her hand-to-
hand combat with second-
place righty Ana Kenah of 
Jersey City was a struggle 
worthy of a  Stallone flick .

“I was trying to get a 
grip on her and my arm 
slipped out,” Boone re-
called. “They had to strap 
us in.”

Boone got the upper 
hand, but Kenah held out 
by a hand’s breadth.

“I had her almost to the 
pad, but we were there for 
a while before I got her 
all the way down,” Boone 
said.

But Boone could only 
raise one arm as cham-
pion — the Garden State 

girl took the southpaw 
prize.

Meanwhile, Boone’s 
longtime paramour and 
occasional wrestling 
partner Harry Wilson 
came in third place in the 
154-pound men’s left-hand 
competition, and failed to 
place in the right — fall-
ing with both arms to ri-
val and fellow Brooklynite 
Oleh Frankivskyy, who 
also topped Wilson in the 
Empire State Champion-

ships.
Boone said Wilson — 

who took on an aggressive 
regimen of push-ups, pull-
ups, and weightlifting in 
the weeks before the chal-
lenge — took the loss well, 
although there was some 
disappointment.

“He was feeling good, 
though maybe like he 
should’ve done a little bet-
ter,” said Boone. 

“We were both really 
sore afterward.”

Power couple place in over the top contest

STRONG-ARMING: (Above)
Brooklyn’s female champ Joyce 
Boone struggles with another 
powerful woman at the Brook-
lyn-Kingsboro Arm-Wrestling 
Championships. (Left) Her boy-
friend Harry Wilson came in 
third place.  

Gowanus woman 
tops arms race

– Remember Take-Out Is Always Available –
Please call for more information, menus & to make reservations

Beach 210 St., Rockaway Pt. Blvd., Breezy Point, NY

Celebrating 30 years!

View the most spectacular sunset in the city 
while dining at Kennedys on the Bay

Look For Our

Guest Bartenders
Sunday Brunch
Choice of Appetizer,

Entree & a Bloody Mary, 
Mimosa or Screwdiver, 
Coffee or Tea & Rolls 

$18.95

Pub Menu
Available Everyday 

@ 3pm 
in the Bar Area 

(Except Saturday)

Corned Beef & Cabbage is Back On Wednesday Night
Thursday: Steak & Ale

Different Specialty Cuts 
of Meat with an Ale

Every Tuesday 
& Sunday Evening

Classic Roast Loin of Pork $20

Gift

Certifi cates

Available for 

Pick Up or 

Delivery

Upcoming Events
at Kennedy’s

Every Friday & Saturday Night
@ 6pm Live JAZZ 

featuring

The Joe Guccardi Band

Live 
Music

Price Fixed Menu
Includes 

Beverage, Entree & a Treat

GREENHOUSE CAFE LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sun. Nights

Valet Parking

917-379 -9388 Call For Music Schedule

Includes: Appetizer, Entree, Dessert & Coffee
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY

Complete Dinner Menu
                        $2500

p.p. + tax and gratuities

Cappuccino Café
7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn

718-989-8951
Free Delivery

$795
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A beloved end-of-sum-

mer tradition that was un-
ceremoniously cancelled 
last year was resurrected 
last Thursday, with Benson-
hurst residents greeting the 
return of the  Festa di Santa 
Rosalia — better known as 
the 18th Avenue Feast — as 
one would welcome a child-
hood friend returning to 
the neighborhood.

“I hope they never can-
cel it again,” said Elsa San-
chez, a 25-year-old Benson-
hurst native who showed 
up to chow down on some 
of the feast’s signature sau-
sage and peppers and zep-
poles. “It’s what we look for-
ward to.” 

It’s how we know sum-
mer is ending,” she said.

The decades-old festi-
val is held in honor of the 
patron saint of Palermo 
and spans between 68th 
and 75th streets. And this 
year’s event did not disap-
point. 

The street festival was 
fi lled with Italian fl ag-
colored decorations, chil-
dren’s amusement-park 
rides, rows upon rows of 
food vendors, and a giant 
infl atable chair — a Brook-
lyn street festival tradi-
tion, although no one can 
tell you why.

Residents were over-
joyed when they heard that 
the fair, which closes today, 
 was returning after a year-
long absence .

“We were devastated 
when the Feast was can-

celled,” said Kris Deliz, who 
began attending the annual 
event when he was 5 and is 
overjoyed to be sharing the 
tradition with his young 
family. “This is what puts 
a cap on summer — the one 
last hurrah.”

Longtime festival-goers 
said that the 18th Avenue 
Feast was a bit different this 
year: the traditional fl avors 
at the fair had changed to 
refl ect the neighborhood’s 
growing Asian and His-
panic populations — a move 
many saw as a positive 
step.

“This year we have some 
Spanish food, which I love,” 
said Rosemarie Basile of 
Bensonhurst. “It’s a mix-
ing of different of cultures, 
which is great.”

 Festival organizers 
 pulled the plug on the Feast 
last year,  claiming that the 
city dragged its feet in issu-
ing permits for the event, 
leaving them very little 
time to set everything up 
for its scheduled Aug. 25 
kickoff. 

The city refuted those 
allegations, however, claim-
ing that organizers had 
been given temporary per-
mits. 

Planners could have 
made preparations for last 
year’s 18th Avenue Feast 
last year if they wanted to, 
city offi cials said.

The traditional pro-
cession with the statue of 
Santa Rosalia — a festival 
highlight — took place on 
Sept. 1, organizers said.

Bensonhurst’s famed 18th Avenue Feast marks summer’s end

FEASTING ON THE FEAST: (Above) Rosemarie Basile of Benson-
hurst honors the patron saint of Palermo. (Top right) Massimo 
Crescitelli gives out caimbelle samples. (Right) Lisa Morro and Elsa 
Sanchez chow down on sausage and peppers — a signature deli-
cacy at the 18th Avenue Feast. Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

ROSALIA RETURNS
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Ben Muessig: You’re 
fresh off of a caribou-hunt-
ing expedition in Alaska. 
Do you plan to share the 
fruits — errr … meats — of 
your labor with anyone in 
Brooklyn?

Steven Rinella: I have 
a lot of people here who I 
trust to use my game meat 
real responsibly. It’s sort of 
like “venison diplomacy” 
where I’ll introduce peo-
ple to the hunting lifestyle 
when I have people over 
at my home. But let’s say I 
give someone some game 
meat in October, then I 
go over to their house in 
June and sneak a peak into 
the freezer and I see that’s 
there still a lot of it in there, 
then, without making a big 
production over it, I cut 
them off.

BM: What’s in your 
freezer right now?

SR: Just a moment be-
fore we talked, I was in-
tegrating some caribou 
into the freezer. In another 
freezer, we have wild turkey 
and black bear. In another 
freezer where I work we 
have some Himalayan tahr, 
some shanny meat, some 
javelina, some whitetail 
deer and some mule deer 
blended together in a grind, 
some more caribou, a cou-
ple of pieces of fi sh, and my 
brother raised some lambs 
so I’ve got a leg of lamb. 

BM: Do you and your 
family eat any meat that you 
haven’t killed?

SR: At restaurants I’ll 
eat farm-raised meat, but at 
home we just eat wild game. 
It’s not a conscious decision, 
but we have it and we prefer 
to eat it, so we just eat wild 
game. Even if I had this 
parallel freezer that god 
fi lled up with farm animals, 
I would just eat the wild 
game.

BM: Is there ever a time 
when someone in your house 
says, “This meat tastes a lit-
tle gamy.”

SR: My wife has eaten 
more game meat than most 
of the hunters I know, but 
there are things she doesn’t 
like — things she thinks are 
a little gamy. Probably the 
gamiest critter would be 
a mature mule deer buck, 
shot during the rut.

BM: The rut?
SR: Mule deer are usu-

ally found from the 100th me-
ridian westward, so while a 
whitetail deer probably has 
access to agricultural fi elds 
and a pretty lush diet of 
grass, a mule deer eats lots 
of sage brush, which can 
give a pretty pungent fl avor. 
Then they go into the rut, 
which is their breeding sea-
son. They run themselves 
ragged, they don’t eat much, 
they don’t sleep much — all 
they’re doing is chasing 
tail. Then they have a gland 
on their back leg called the 
tarsal that they piss on.

BM: This does not sound 
appetizing at all.

SR: They get a smell 
— I’ve heard it described 
as gamy, I’ve heard it de-
scribed as musky. Then my 
wife might complain about 
the gaminess. The other 
complaint she has fi led is 
about bears you get after the 
salmon run is over. When 
the salmon are gone, the 
bears just hang around eat-
ing rotting salmon that have 
decayed to a putty-like con-
sistency. Sometimes then 
you get a bear that has a real 
salmon taste — that can be 
off-putting to some people. 
That’s when someone in my 
home might be like, “That’s 
gamy a-- meat.”

BM: How long could you 
live off of the land in Pros-

pect Park?
SR: There’s no big game, 

but I could live for years 
there.

BM: Years?!
SR: In Prospect Park spe-

cifi cally, they have a lot of 
fenced-off ponds you’re not 
supposed to go into, but they 
have lots of bass and blue 
gills. The catch-and-release 
lake has largemouth bass. 
And there’s a great abun-
dance and small furry game. 
There’s also a great variety 
of exotic birds — there are pi-
geons, which are rock doves 
in Eurasia, European star-
lings, and English sparrows. 
It’s rife for opportunities.

Steven Rinella at Green-
light Bookstore [686 Ful-
ton St. betw. S. Eliot Place 
and S. Fulton Street, (718) 
246–0200, www.green-
lightbookstore.com] Sept. 
5, 7:30 pm.

$350
(FLAT RATE)

CALL 1.800.277.1569

FREE 
PICK UP

I BUY ANY JUNK 
CAR OR TRUCK

CASH

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

LOBSTERS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

3 $30F
O
R

 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS 

EACH

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

SHRIMP  
AND  

CLAMS TOO

JORDAN’S CLAM BAR
LOBSTER DINNER SECIAL

$2000
+TAX

EXP 
9/10/12

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER
STEAMED OR BROILED

KEY LIME PIE, CHOCOLATE 
CAKE, OR CHEESECAKE

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
9/10/12

Heights hunter feeds his family caribou 

AHEAD OF THE PACK: Brooklyn Heights resident Steven Rinella fl oats out a load of moose meat in the 
Alaska Range. Photo by Matt Rafferty

GAME IS ON
Steven Rinella is one of those guys who really cares about his food, but he’s no loca-

vore and he’s anything but a vegan. The Brooklyn Heights resident spends about 150 
days per year traveling the world, hunting Dall sheep in Alaska and Himalayan tahr 
in New Zealand, among other varieties of game. The rest of the year, he and his fam-
ily chow down on the exotic meats he keeps in the freezer. Rinella — who will discuss 
his new book “Meat Eater: Adventures from the Life of an American Hunter” at Fort 
Greene’s Greenlight Bookstore on Sept. 5 — checked in with Ben Muessig and shared his 
perspective on what it’s like to be a hunter in Brooklyn.

LIFE BOUTIQUE THRIFT
FALL OPENING PREVIEW!
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH

FREE ADMISSION!!
DOOR PRIZES * RAFFLES

RSVP ON FACEBOOK TO BE  
ENTERED INTO OUR EXCLUSIVE  

“LIFE FRIENDS” RAFFLE!
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next month.
Seddio, a former assem-

blyman himself, says he’s 
the clear favorite over Si-
mon.

“It’s kind of like run-
ning a marathon, where 
I’m coming in number one 
and she’s number 6,367,” 
said Seddio, who has al-
ready snagged the endorse-
ment of Borough President 
Markowitz. “She might 
be in the race, but there’s 
a very big difference be-
tween us.

The Canarsie attorney 
says his ability to bridge 
gaps and bring people to-
gether makes him a natu-
ral choice for the borough’s 
top Democrat — a power-
ful post coveted by politi-
cos because party bosses 
appoint judges. 

“I’m going to very ac-
tively pursue the leader-
ship,” he said. “I will reach 
out to all the leaders — I 
have a good relation with 
all of them and I think that 
I can count on their sup-
port.”

At the very least, he 
can rely on backing from 
Michael Geller and Pearl 
Siegelman, the male and 
female district leaders 
in Sheepshead Bay, who 
voiced their support for 
Seddio despite belonging 
to a different democratic 
club — the High-Way Club.

“The borough’s becom-
ing more conservative and 
she’s very liberal,” said 
Geller. “Frank has been 
around long enough and 
he’s a very good district 
leader.”

Simon, for her part, 
says it’s time for a woman 
to head Brooklyn’s Demo-
cratic party — and hopes 
she can alter a club culture 
that marginalizes female 
members.

“Women’s views are 
not solicited, their per-
spectives are not listened 
to,” said Simon, who casts 
Seddio as part of the Lo-

pez political machine. “We 
have to move forward into 
a new era.”

One of the fi rst moves 
Simon said she would make 
as chairwoman would be 
to get rid of the “at large” 
committee members — di-
rect appointees by Lopez 
and previous party bosses 
who, unlike typical dis-
trict leaders, were chosen 
for their seats rather than 
elected.

Lopez was accused of 
cronyism for naming a 
handful of his supporters 
as new “at large” members 
—  including Seddio , who 
later was elected to the ob-
scure district leader posi-
tion on his own merits.

“We need to open things 
up to make them more 
transparent,” said Simon, 
who lost a 2009 city council 
race to Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Williamsburg) 
— a Lopez-backed candi-
date. “We need chances for 
the leadership to develop.”

But paring down the 
party posts to just male 
and female district lead-
ers from each Brooklyn 
assembly district won’t be 
easy — especially because 
the Lopez-appointed mem-
bers  will likely be asked to 
vote on their own fate .

District leader Chris 
Owens, Simon’s male 
counterpart in Brooklyn 
Heights, said Simon is the 
best person for the job, but 
fears the at large members 
will be a major challenge 

for her. 
“I don’t know for sure 

that they’re all going to 
vote for Seddio, but if you 
have to bet on each one, 
if they were appointed by 
Vito and they don’t have 
loyalty to someone else, 
they are going to view it as 
a last act of loyalty to their 
former boss,” said Owens. 

Lopez has not resigned 
from his Assembly seat, 
but he remains under in-
vestigation for allegedly 
funneling money through 
his housing non-profi t. His 
predecessor as party boss, 
Clarence Norman, was dis-
barred and removed from 
the chair position in 2006 
after he was found guilty 
on corruption and bribery 
charges.

Seddio, who has de-
scribed his relationship 
with Lopez as a “friend-
ship,” says he recognizes 
the seriousness of the 
charges brought against 
the Democratic honcho 
— but doubts the current 
scandal will detract from 
what he says is a largely 
positive legacy.

“We have to remember, 
Vito came in and made a 
great effort to unify the 
party at the time,” he said. 
“The party was in the red, 
there was no money to 
function or operate, and 
today, through Vito’s ef-
forts, we brought the party 
into the black and we can 
maintain our operations 
throughout the county.”

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2012 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Move over Cool Hand 

Luke!
Competitive eater Wayne 

Algenio tore through 18 
eggs at a Downtown contest 
on Aug. 25 — but unlike the 
hard-boiled eggs that Paul 
Newman’s legendary movie 
character devoured on the 
silver screen, the ones Al-
genio put away were fertil-
ized duck eggs.

The seemingly strange 
dish dubbed “balut” is a 
delicacy in the Philippines, 
where nearly fully formed 
avian embryos are frozen a 
few weeks before hatching, 
then served at all times of 
day.

They were the main — 
and only — course at a fi ve-
minute feeding frenzy orga-
nized by Maharlika Filipino 
Moderno at the Dekalb Mar-
ket.

But they weren’t enough 
to satiate Algenio’s appe-
tite.

“Afterwards, I was still 
hungry,” said the 27-year-
old, 5-foot-10, 230-pound eat-
ing machine. “I ended up 

eating more food later on.”
Balut doesn’t taste much 

different than a typical 
hard-boiled egg — perhaps 
a little richer and slimier. 
But the psychological fac-
tor of eating something 
so recognizable as a duck 
chick whose little life was 
snatched away just a few 
days before birth gives the 
contest a particular edge, 
some insiders say.

But that wasn’t an issue 
for Algenio.

“No, no problem eating 
that,” he said. “I love trying 
out new types of food.”

In the minutes following 
the opening bell, Algenio 
— who was trying Balut for 
the fi rst time — found him-
self lagging.

“I didn’t even know how 
to eat it,” he said. “First I 
was trying to peel the shell 
off, and then I noticed I was 
falling behind.”

That’s when he decided 
to forego etiquette and win.

Egg-citing ‘balut’ contest Lopez
Continued from cover

hanging out in front of his 
home. “You see certain cars 
parked, or double-parked 
for a while, then another 
car will come in and they’ll 
stop and there will be a 
trade.”

Other residents — who 
asked not to be named out of 
fear of reprisals — echoed 
Sommer’s story.

“I leave for work some-
times at 4 and 5 am and 
there’s groups of them still 
out here,” said one resident, 
who has also seen drug 
deals between drivers. “I 
feel bad, because there’s a 
lot of kids around here.”

One woman said mem-

bers of the violent crews as-
saulted a young man across 
the street from her house.

“They beat the guy up 
and they broke something, 
a fl ower pot I guess, over 
his head,” the woman said, 
claiming that the problem 
is only getting worse. “This 
summer I noticed there’s a 
lot more people hanging out, 
dealing. I’d really like to see 
more beat cops around.”

Community Board 10 
staffers have received nu-
merous complaints about 
drug dealing on 73rd Street 
and on a few of the sur-
rounding blocks, and have 
passed the tips to the 68th 
Precinct, but neighbors say 
they’ve been calling the 
cops for some time — with-
out results.

“I’ve called them 20 
times, and only once have 
I gotten a response,” one 
man said. “These kids rule 
everything and the police 
do absolutely nothing about 
it.”

A cop reportedly told 
the resident that they don’t 
have enough cops to watch 
the block on a regular basis 
— something he fi nds hard 
to believe given the NYPD’s 
overwhelming response to 
the murders of store owners 
Isaac Kadare and Mohamad 
Gebeli earlier this summer.

“Those shopkeepers get 
killed, and we got cops all 
up and down Fifth Avenue, 
but we make a complaint 
about these kids, and they 
say they don’t have the man-
power,” he said.

Continued from cover

73rd St.

FACE OF VICTORY: Wayne Algenio hoists his championship belt in 
the air after managing to eat 18 of the fertilized duck eggs.

BOSS OUT: Assemblyman Vito Lopez will not run for reelection 
as Democratic Party boss amid harassment allegations. 
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FIRE GUARD PATROL (all levels)

STORES 

SUPERMARKETS

RETAIL

WAREHOUSE

SHELTERS (CITY OR PRIVATE)

CONSTRUCTION SITES

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 

PARKING FACILITIES

SPECIAL EVENTS

SPORT EVENTS

CONCERTS

FESTIVALS

FLEA MARKETS

COMMUNITY

MOBILE, FOOT AND FIXED POST

ONE WEEK ONLY  9/2 - 9/9
8hr Annual - 8hr Pre-Assignment $35.00

16 hr on the Job Training $75.00

First Aid CPR & AED $75.00

Fire Guard Training $50.00

WITH THIS COUPON

SERVICES

DIAMOND  
SECURITY ACADEMY

Licensed by DCJS 
8 hour Pre-Assignment 

8 hour Annual/16 hour On The Job Training 
Weapon of Mass Destruction 
Security Supervisor Training 

CPR, First Aid & AED
Health Care Providers

Security & Fire Guard Training
AND MUCH MORE..

DIAMOND SECURITY PROTECTION INC 
56-01 Myrtle Avenue, Ridgewood, NY

tel (718) 418-5557
fax (718) 418-5550

This business is licensed by the NYSDOS Licensing Division

ALL COMPANIES WELCOME TO CALL FOR SERVICES 
OUR SECURITY OFFICERS ARE LICENSED, CPR & FIRE GUARD CERTIFIED

SHORT & LONG TERM CONTRACTS AVAILABLE LICENSED, INSURED AND BONDED
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Enter to win a $500 
Shopping Spree!

Bring this entry form to the Customer Service Counter by 9/23/12 
for your chance to win one of ten $500 Kings Plaza Shopping Sprees!  

Flatbush Ave. & Ave. U, Brooklyn, NY

Pick up your 
Money Saving 
Offers Book today 
at the Customer 
Service Counter.
Ends 9/30/12. While supplies last.  
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Money Saving Offers Inside! VALID AUGUST 13 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2012
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