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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Spectators and club-

goers at the soon-to-open 
Barclays Center won’t be 
able to score booze after 
1 am thanks to a state de-
cision that residents are 
calling a small win for the 
neighborhood.

Vendors at the 18,000-
seat stadium must stop 

selling alcohol prior to the 
fourth quarter of basket-
ball games, one hour be-
fore concerts end — and no 
later than 1 am if any event 
runs that late, the State Li-
quor Authority ruled last 
Wednesday.

Neighbors say the booze 
curfew — which is an hour 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Scandal-scarred Assembly-

man Vito Lopez is losing his iron-
clad grip on bor-

ough politicians, 
as leaders who 
never dared 
cross the in-
fl uential Demo-

cratic boss are 
defying his wishes 
now that he’s step-

ping down from his 
party post due to a sex-

ual harassment investigation.
Assemblyman Joe Lentol (D-

Greenpoint) — a former Lopez 
supporter — made it clear that the 
Bushwick pol no longer runs the 
show by endorsing Democratic 
district leader Lincoln Restler, 
Lopez’s bitter rival.

“I wanted to endorse Lincoln 
from the start, but knew Lopez had 
problems with him,” said Lentol, 
who came out swinging for Restler 
in the state committeeman’s re-
election campaign for the obscure 
party post against Lopez-backed 
candidate Chris Olechowski. “I 
wanted to respect Lopez.”

Lentol — who claims he actu-
ally helped Lopez attain his top 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Homeowners are re-

sponsible for repairing the 
sinkholes that are form-
ing throughout Bay Ridge, 
according to city offi cials 
who say that many of the  
dips, depressions, and holes 
opening on neighborhood 
streets are caused by faulty 
pipes that connect private 

homes to the main water 
and sewer lines  — pipes 
that should be maintained 
by the property holder.

Department of Environ-
mental Protection offi cials 
are taking full responsibil-
ity for the 70-foot sinkhole 
near the corner of 93rd 
Street and Ridge Boule-
vard residents say has left 

a cloud of noxious-smelling 
sewer gas over the com-
munity, but claim they are 
not to blame for more than 
two-thirds of the  smaller 
street openings found in 
the neighborhood . 

“Not all the holes in 
the street belong to us,” 
Department of Environ-

Continued on Page 15

Continued on Page 13Continued on Page 15

Troubled high-schoolers a 
threat at tot lot, parents say

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Toddlers will get an unwel-

come education in the school of 
hard knocks when an “alterna-
tive learning center” for sus-
pended high school students 
opens next door to a Prospect 
Heights tot lot, parents of young 
children fear.

Neighbors are scared that 
teens who have been temporar-
ily booted from city high schools 

will be rowdy, cause fights, and 
commit crimes near the teensy-
slide and tire swing-boasting 
play space at Park Place and Un-
derhill Avenue.

“It’s a sweet little place with 
lots of running around and 
scampering — not a spot to 
warehouse the worst students 
in the school system,” said 
neighborhood dad Jason Orans, 

Continued on Page 15
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SHOT CLOCK: Barclays Center 
is being ordered to lock up its 
bars at 1 am. 

Arena suds till 1 am City: Fix your own sinkholes

Boss loss 
emboldens 
boro Dems

KIDDIE 
PARK 
FIGHT

Williamsburgers are famous for their eccentric and edgy sense of fash-
ion — and Gina Tron and Arthur Arbit are hoping to capture that look at 
the Williamsburg Fashion Weekend on Sept 14 and 15. See page 13 for 
more.  

High fashion
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Drunken teens attend-

ing the resurrected Santa 
Rosalia Festival left 18th 
Avenue in shambles, ac-
cording to residents who 
hope the once-cancelled 
end-of-summer tradition 
doesn’t return to the neigh-
borhood.

Thousands cheered the 
return of the 11-day festi-
val — which organizers 
cancelled last year during 
a permit dispute with the 
city.  But those who live 
closest to the action say 
the 18th Avenue Feast was 
marred by drunken brawls, 
garbage, and parking night-
mares. 

“I never saw so many 
kids drinking underage,” 
said Richard Morena, who 
claimed that the police did 
nothing to stop the youths. 
“Then after it gets dark, 
they sit on my stoop and get 
into fi ghts.”

Neighbors said  fi ghts 
and illegal activity wit-
nessed at the 18th Avenue 
Feast bled out onto the side 
streets before the event 

came to a close on Sept. 
2, leaving residents with 
sights they would have 
rather not seen.

“I saw people urinating 
in the street on Thursday 
night,” said  Joanella Bells, 
who lives just off the festi-
val, which stretched from 
68th to 75th streets. “It’s 
fi lthy and the organizers 
don’t pick up a broom till 
it’s over.”

Bells wants next year’s 
18th Avenue Feast to be 
cancelled, but most of her 
neighbors say they don’t 
want the yearly Italian-
American tradition to be 
abolished — they just want 
it to be abridged.

“I wouldn’t mind it if 
it wasn’t as long,” Morena 
said. “Eleven days is just 
too much.”

Others complained 
about fi stfi ghts, rowdy be-
havior, and loud noises, but 
said it was all part of living 
near 18th Avenue.

“There’s fi ghts over 
here, and they’re scream-
ing and yelling at night,” 
said resident  Laura Tieze-
man. “I felt kind of lost last 
year without it.”

Community Board 11 
offi cials said they have not 
received any offi cial com-
plaints about the 18th Ave-
nue Feast, and that the 62nd 
Precinct had not respond to 
any disturbances.

“Everything went 
smoothly,” CB11 district 
manager Marnee Elias-Pa-
via said.

Festival brings drunken brawls, residents say

CLEANING UP: A vendor sweeps up the street at the close of the 18th Avenue Feast, which residents  
say left nothing but garbage-strewn streets.

NABE: FEAST 
WAS A BURDEN

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209

Tel: 718-680-2121
1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235

Tel: 718-934-6809www.brfcu.org

SPECIAL!

For a Limited Time Only!
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of the date of this publication and is subject to change without notice.

The interest rate remains fixed until maturity. There is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings.
Minimum opening balance is $20,000.

1.50%1.50%
 18 Month CD!

APY*

Girls 6-23, Boys 12-23
INTERVIEWS HELD ONE DAY ONLY

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2012

BARBIZON MODELING OF MANHATTAN

UNWANTED LEFTOVERS: Car-
oline Starsira Siracusa points 
out all the trash 18th Avenue 
Feast-goers left behind.
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Furniture retailer 

Raymour & Flanigan will 
open a store in the Fulton 
Mall — continuing the 
suburban mall-ifi cation 
of the busy shopping cor-
ridor. 

The seller of sofas and 
side tables, which oper-
ates stores throughout the 
Northeast, will set up shop 
alongside a newly opened 
Express and a Planet Fit-
ness outpost on the second 
fl oor of 490 Fulton St. in 
February.

Scott Milnamow, se-
nior vice president of real 
estate for the upstate-
based home furnishings 
retailer, said Raymour & 
Flanigan has long eyed 
the Downtown shopping 
strip.

“We have been looking 
in the Downtown Brook-
lyn market for the right 
location for a couple of 
years with Fulton Mall as 
an area high on our list,” 
said Milnamow, whose 
employer already oper-
ates two other Brooklyn 
locations, one in Coney 
Island and another in Ma-
rine Park. 

“The pedestrian traffi c 
and surrounding neigh-
borhoods makes the mar-
ket a great fi t,” Milnamow 
said.

In recent years, the 
Fulton Mall has under-
gone a rapid transfor-

mation from a street of 
sneaker shops, discount 
jewelry sellers, and wig 
stores to a corridor lined 
with national brands such 
as Aeropostale, the Gap, 
and Starbucks.

Swedish fashion chain 
H&M and discount de-
partment store Century 21 
are both planning to open 
retail locations on the 
Fulton Mall in the coming 
months.

Meanwhile, popular 
local chains including 
Shake Shack and Brook-
lyn Industries have set 
up shop on the west end of 
the street, near Borough 
Hall.

Neighborhood boost-
ers claim that the resi-
dents of the new high-
rises that have  sprouted 
in Downtown over the 
past few years helped 
spark the shopping 
street’s transition away 
from small retailers to-
ward national and inter-
national chains.

“More and more peo-
ple are calling Downtown 
Brooklyn home,” said 
Tucker Reed, president of 
Downtown Brooklyn Part-
nership.

“This continued tran-
sition into a 24/7 neigh-
borhood is a driving force 
behind this vast diversi-
fi cation of retail that we 
are seeing today,” Reed 
said.

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Windsor Terrace resi-

dents have released a list 
of demands for a Walgreens 
that’s set to replace the 
neighborhood’s only su-
permarket — and they say 
they’ll boycott the drug-
store if it doesn’t meet their 
requirements.

At the top of the check-off 
list: 10,000 square feet dedi-
cated to grocery store space 
— complete with organic 
and free range fare, “fresh-
baked goods,” and depart-
ments for meat, dairy, and 
produce.

Neighbors say they 
penned the list after the 
pharmacy, which is replac-
ing a Key Food at Prospect 
and 11th avenues, failed to 
be clear about what type of 
food it would offer and how 
much space it would dedi-
cate to groceries.

“If Walgreens refuses 
to be specifi c about how 
they will meet our needs, 
the community will,” said 
Windsor Terrace resident 
Ryan Lynch. 

Lynch and other neigh-
bors held meetings, circu-
lated e-mails and conducted 
research before drafting 
the list of demands — which 
comes after  months of pro-
tests from residents  who say 
replacing the supermarket 
with a drug store will cre-
ate a “food desert” unless 

Walgreens provides fresh 
fare, or adjusts its lease to 
make room for a grocer.

Their demands now out-
line neighbors’ defi nition 
of “a supermarket,” noting 
that a “wide range of fresh 
fruits and vegetables,” a 
section for household goods, 
and a deli department are 
essential.

Walgreens  last week 
promised to sell some fruit, 
veggies, and frozen meat , 

but declined to cite specif-
ics or note how much space 
will be dedicated to food — 
a guarantee that neighbors 
called “vague.”

A company spokesman 
wasn’t much more specifi c 
when This Paper forwarded 
him the list of demands 
and asked for comment on 
Thursday.

“We are currently con-
sidering various options 
to meet the community’s 

needs,” said spokesman 
Robert Elfi nger. “We look 
forward to talking with 
community offi cials when 
we have more specifi cs in 
place.”

But neighbors say 
there’s still plenty more for 
the company to cross off the 
list if it wants support from 
the hundreds shoppers who 
plan to boycott the drug 
store unless Walgreens 
caves to their demands.

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Rule-breaking cyclists 

shatter the serenity of Brook-
lyn Heights’s picturesque 
Promenade, weaving around 
park-goers and riding all 
over the borough’s most illus-
trious sidewalk, according to 
angry neighbors.

Brooklyn Heights resi-
dents say two-wheelers fre-
quently violate the vista’s 
no-bike policy, ignoring 
signs posted at entrances 
so they can cruise down the 
pedestrian-packed Prom-
enade.

“I’m here everyday and 
they ride by like nobody’s 

business,” said longtime 
Brooklyn Heights resident 
Rob Rosenstein, who spends 

his afternoons reading on 
the Promenade. “There’s no 
concern for anyone else.”

Rosenstein says he hasn’t 
seen crashes yet — but he 
fears accidents are bound 
to happen as long as cyclists 
ride on the walkway.

Community Board 2 
district manager Rob Per-
ris has received calls about 
cyclists on the Promenade 
— and he fears that more 
bikers will turn to the walk-
way in the future.

“As bike riding increases 
in popularity in New York 
City and there are more 
places to rent bikes, we are 
probably going to see more 
of this,” he said.

Walgreens critics to boycott if requests are not met

FUTON MALL: Raymour & Flanigan will open a shop in this 
storefront.

BIKE PAIN: Brooklyn Heights residents say cyclists are breaking 
rules and riding on the Promenade.

FOOD FIGHT: Margaret de Cruz and other Windsor Terrace residents protested against a planned 
Walgreens this summer, claiming the neighborhood needs a grocery store, not a drugstore. 

Promenade bicycle backlash

Grocery list of demandsFutons coming 
to Fulton Mall
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

BY COLIN MIXSON
Residents are slamming 

Assemblyman Steve Cym-
browitz’s plan to transform 
Manhattan Beach’s long-
shuttered bath house into 
a Russian immigrant cul-
tural center — a move many 
are calling a political ploy 
to gain Russian votes as his 
race against Belarus-born 
challenger Ben Akselrod 
heats up.

Cymbrowitz announced 
last Thursday that the bath 
house will become a hub of 
Russian culture, but com-
munity leaders say they 
were never told that the bath 
house, which hasn’t been 
open since the 1970s, would 
be used in such a way — and 
were outraged by what they 
see as a politically-moti-
vated announcement.

“It’s politics at its worst,” 
said Ira Zalcman, the presi-
dent of the Manhattan Beach 
Community Group. “Cym-
browitz is running against a 
Russian candidate so he an-
nounces this immigrant cen-
ter two weeks before an elec-
tion and it’s the last thing we 
wanted. I thought we were 
going to have an educational 

center on alternative renew-
able energy.”

For the fi rst time in 
years, members of the Man-
hattan Beach Neighborhood 
Association — longtime ri-
vals of the Manhattan Beach 
Community Group — agreed 
with Zalcman’s assessment.

“It’s nice the city is reha-
bilitating the building but I 
would have been happier if 
they’d taken our suggestions 
and that of the community,” 
said Alan Ditcheck, presi-
dent of the Manhattan Beach 
Neighborhood Association.

Others said they were 
hoping that the bath house 
would have a restaurant 
or a food court for hungry 
beach-goers.

“When the architects 
met with us, we said we 
wanted some kind of cafe 
and a community meeting 
room,” Community Board 
15 chairwoman Theresa 
Scavo said.

But the legislator 
shrugged off the criticisms, 
claiming that the Parks De-
partment and the architec-
tural fi rm conducting the 
$125,000 feasibility study 
came up with the idea.

“It was their concept to 
make it Russian immigrant 
cultural center,” Cymbrow-
itz said.

Yet, aside from its 
name, it’s unclear just how 
the building will be honor-
ing Russian immigrants: 
facilities being considered 
for the bath house include 
a fi tness center, a multi-
purpose room, as well as 
bathrooms, changing, and 
shower rooms, according 
to city offi cials. The multi-
purpose room could hold 
educational materials and 
classes about Russian cul-
ture, but nothing has been 
fi nalized, city offi cials say.

Architects at Beyer 
Blinder Belle Architects and 
Planners LLP said that the 
plumbing and wiring within 
the bath house would have 
to be replaced, but that the 
building itself was structur-
ally sound and could be ret-
rofi tted to hold whatever the 
city wants to put there.

On Sept. 13, voters will 
choose between Cymbrow-
itz and Akselrod, a former 
CB15 district manager who 
emigrated to the U.S. when 
he was 18.

Critics: Park building shouldn’t be culture center

BATH HOUSE BLUES: Steve Cymbrowitz’s proposal to transform the under-utilized Manhattan Beach 
Bath House into a Russian immigrant center is being panned by civic leaders.

BATTLE FOR 
BATH HOUSE 
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MASTERS DEGREE 
PROGRAMS

 of SCIENCE 
DEGREE PROGRAMS

of ARTS 
DEGREE PROGRAMS

Liberal Arts, Innovative 
& Non Traditional

ADMISSIONS OPEN      www.boricuacollege.edu

BROOKLYN CAMPUS/GRAHAM
9 Graham Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11206 * 718-963-4112

BROOKLYN CAMPUS/NORTHSIDE
186 North 6 St. Brooklyn, NY 11211 * 718-782-2200

BORICUA COLLEGE
“learning is personal”

BY ELI ROSENBERG
The Parks Department 

is turning the Lt. Federico 
Narvaez Tot Lot on Corte-
lyou Road into a haven for 
night owls, say Ditmas Park 
parents who claim city of-
fi cials leave the park wide 
open all night, then keep 
the gates locked for most of 
the morning.

City offi cials promised 
to lock the small play space 
that 85-year-old volunteer 
Leroy Harris opened and 
closed each day until March 
— when he was given the 
boot for following the rules 
too strictly — following this 
paper’s  report about claims 
that the park has been over-
run by drug dealers, drink-
ers, and vagrants .

But a recent visit to the 
playground showed that 
whoever is locking up the 
tot lot is following his own 
schedule: the gate wasn’t 
closed at dusk on Aug. 29, 
when it should have been, 

but was closed to the public 
for most of the next morn-
ing. The park was supposed 
to be open at 8 am.

Residents were not 
pleased with the play space’s 
new hours.

“The park was supposed 
to be closed at 9 pm [last 
Tuesday] night,” a  Ditmas 

Park Corner blogger wrote 
last week . “I visited the 
park at about 10:15 pm to see 
the gate open with an older 
man sitting on a bench in 
the dark in the back cor-
ner of the park. That’s not 
exactly a scene that evokes 
terror, but the fact remains, 
the park was supposed to be 
closed.”

Parks Department of-
fi cials say they are scram-
bling to fi nd someone to 
open and close the park on 
a regular basis.

“We are looking at all 
other options — including 
volunteerism — to continue 
this effort,” said Parks De-
partment spokeswoman 
Meghan Lalor.

So far, about 11 residents 
have volunteered to open 
and close the tot lot, but res-
idents assisting the city’s 
effort to keep the park safe 
say more volunteers will be 
needed. 

“The Parks Depart-

ment’s promise to close the 
gate at night is a short-term 
fi x only, but one that can 

tide us over until we fi nd 
a long-term solution,” said 
one neighbor, who would 

UNLOCK IT: Families were  
locked out of the park last 
Thursday morning. 

CHAIN PAIN: Bianca Morisit, who brings her young son to the tot 
lot, says the park should be locked at night, but reopened in the 
morning. 

Tots locked out only identify herself as 
Christina.

Volunteers will meet to 
coordinate a daily sched-
ule in the next few weeks, 
Christina said.

Yet some hoped for the 
return of Harris, the rule-
bound octogenarian who 
was dismissed from service 
 after parents complained 
 that he was cursing at un-
ruly youngsters and would 
argue with residents who 
said he was closing the gate 
too early. 

“If kids were riding 
bikes he would tell them 
to stop, and if older kids 
were in there, he would tell 
them to leave,” said parent 
Maria Smythe, who claims 
that young adults routinely 
hang out in the park and 
blast music — which she 
says is against the park’s 
rules. “He was good. Be-
ing stern was what people 
needed.”

Harris, however, has 
made it clear he has no 
plans to return to duty. 

“Even if they ask me 
again, I don’t want to have 
nothing to do with it,” Har-
ris told this paper in an 
earlier interview. “Nobody 
paid me, and all I got was 
insults.”

Residents say park now closed for too long
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URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

Board Certifi ed Emergency Medicine Doctors 

Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

“Why Wait for 5 hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 15 min. Guaranteed”

255 East 98th

                                                 www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.comAll Major Credit 
Cards Accepted

Monday – Friday: 9am to 8pm 
No Appointment Necessary

Referrals From Physicians and Attorneys Welcome
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VISIT US TODAY!!

 Acute Trauma

 Pediatrics

 Internal Medicine

 Acupuncture

Chiropractics

Physical Therapy

 Modern Facilities

 Urgent GYN

 Onsite X-Ray

Onsite Blood Draws

J A C K  W E I S S M A N

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Republican state Sen. 

David Storobin is wearing 
his Judiasm on his sleeve 
 as he tries to snag the new 
super-Jewish district from 
Democratic challenger 
Simcha Felder , an Ortho-
dox Jew with deep roots 
in Midwood and Borough 
Park, political insiders 
say.

Over the last few weeks, 
Storobin (R–Brighton 
Beach) volunteered at a ko-
sher soup kitchen, took a 
trip to Israel where he was 
photographed at the West-
ern Wall, straigtened out a 
restitution payment snafu 
for a Holocaust survivor, 
and lashed out against the 
city’s push to ban the prac-
tice of metzitzah b’peh — 
where a religious leader 
performing a bris removes 
the blood from a newborn’s 
circumcision wound by 

mouth.
Political watchdogs say 

all of these events were 
carefully orchestrated to 
ingratiate himself in the 
new community he hopes 
to lead.

“It’s a smart attempt 
to wed Russian Jews, 
plus the Orthodoxy, plus 
conservative Jews in one 
place,” said veteran polit-
ico Hank Sheinkopf. “Go-
ing to Israel is part of that 
strategy.”

Storobin — who  won a 
narrow victory over Coun-
cilman Lew Fidler  to fi ll 
the seat left behind by dis-
graced state Senator Carl 
Kruger this spring, but will 
be forced to leave Ablany 
when his district disap-
pears in January — has 
also articulated increas-
ingly conservative posi-
tions. 

One of his first moves 

after being elected into of-
fice was to put forth a bill 
that would prohibit gay 
marriage. He has also spo-
ken out against President 
Obama and former House 
speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-
California).

Yet Storobin, who was 
born in the Soviet Union, 
denies that he’s milking his 
religion for votes.

“I don’t think any of 
us here is running for 
chief rabbi of Brooklyn,” 
Storobin told us during an 
interview that coincided 
with his trip to Israel. “I 
have no issues with Simcha 
Felder on that front and I 
think that the differences 
are political.”

Both candidates are 
striking a sharp pro-Is-
rael and conservative line. 
Storobin said he would 
support Mitt Romney in 
November, while Felder re-

cently announced his sup-
port for the Romney-Paul 
ticket. 

And both say Israel and 
the Palestinian territories 
are meant for Jews and 
Jews alone.

“It’s not what I believe — 
it’s what god believes,” said 
Felder. “The Torah says the 
whole land of Israel is holy 
and that it belongs to the 
Jewish people.”

Storobin echoed a simi-
lar sentiment, referring 
to the West Bank by the 
names favored by Zionists: 
Judea and Samaria. 

But Sheinkopf said 
there is nothing surprising 
about Storobin’s focus on 
religion given the increas-
ingly devout nature of the 
residents in the neighbor-
hood he’s targeting — a po-
litical strategy that’s been 
employed in Brooklyn for 
decades.

“The facts are that outer 
boroughs have always been 
conservative. There’s noth-
ing new there,” said Shei-
nkopf. “The outer borough 

Catholics have declined in 
number and been replaced 
by outer borough Jews who 
are religious and just as 
conservative.” 

AS JEWISH AS HE WANTS TO BE: State Sen. David Storobin is 
trying to snag the so-named “super-Jewish district” in Midwood 
and Borough Park. 

Insiders: Storobin will be a 
‘Super Jew’ as election nears
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KITCHEN CABINETS, 
FLOORING,

BATH VANITIES, FAUCETS,
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR 

DOORS,
LOCKS AND MUCH MORE

FREE 
KITCHEN LAYOUT 

AND DESIGN 
WITH PURCHASE

All specials can not be combined with any other offers.

KITCHEN CABINETS, 
FLOORING,

BATH VANITIES, FAUCETS,
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR 

DOORS,
LOCKS AND MUCH MORE

FREE 
KITCHEN LAYOUT 

AND DESIGN 
WITH PURCHASE

BY COLIN MIXSON
Costumed dancers, col-

orful floats, and thousands 
of revelers made their way 
up Eastern Parkway on 
Monday, celebrating Ca-
ribbean pride in the 45th 
annual West Indian Day 
Parade.

Despite the celebra-
tion’s advanced age, the 
crowds were thick as ever, 
although the event ended a 
bit early this year, attend-
ees said

“Compared to last year, 
it was just as crowded,” 
said Sabine Franklin, who 
marched with Public Advo-
cate Bill De Blasio’s entou-
rage. “The event seemed 
a little short this year, 
though.”

“I remember last time, 
the parade went into 7 
pm, but this year I saw 
the last f loat coming 
down Eastern Parkway 
at 4:30 pm and the Sanita-
tion trucks were literally 
right behind the f loat,” 
she said.

And participants say 
the same sense of pride 
that sparked the first West 
Indian Labor Day celebra-
tion 45 years ago was still 
evident at the latest pa-
rade.

“They were playing Hai-
tian music and there was 
this huge, giant red bus, 
and there were literally a 
thousand people walking 
around it,” Franklin said. 
“I really felt proud to be 
represented as a Haitian 
in such a powerful way.”

Parade a celebration 
of Caribbean culture

DANCE IN THE STREET:
The 45th annual West 
Indian Day Parade drew 
huge crowds along East-
ern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, giving onlook-
ers a front-row seat to 
amazing costumes and 
fl oats. 

Brooklyn

Queens

Bronx

Long Island

Manhattan

$1,800

$1,700

$1,800

$1,600

$1,400
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

FREE WIFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 
718-692-1515

2256 Hendrickson Street 

(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: 
thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

REPAIRED 
PAINLESSLY

BY COLIN MIXSON
A Republican state assem-

bly candidate who claims to be 
a gang expert says that violent, 
vengeful crews could be jacking 
up crime in Gravesend — and 
the proof is in the grafitti.

Russell Gallo, a former Na-
tional Guardsman who’s taking 
on Assemblyman Steve Cym-
browitz (D–Sheepshead Bay) 
this fall, attributed scrawlings 
he found on walls along Avenues 
U and X to gang warfare, which 
could be a key factor in the neigh-
borhood’s rising crime rate. 

“Gangs rob people; they 
sell drugs and break into peo-
ple’s cars — these things are 
related,” said Gallo, who said 
he found tags belonging to La-
tino gangs such as La Raza 
and Surenos 13 during a brief 
stroll down Avenue U between 
W. 11th Street and Ocean Park-
way. Several of the markings 
were scratched out, indicating 
that rival gangs are warring 

over territory, Gallo claims.
“Most politicians just think 

of it as [the act of ] stupid kids, 
but it’s really much more scary 
than that,” Gallo said. “There 
are rival gangs roaming the 
streets and a lot of the shoot-
ings going on are probably con-

nected to this.”
But authorities at the 61st 

Precinct said Gallo’s claims are  
completely overblown.

“This isn’t really a gang 
neighborhood, I’ve never seen 
any evidence of organized gang 
activity,” said one cop.

“Sounds like a politician 
looking for a step up,” said an-
other officer.

But Gallo countered that the 
cops aren’t properly trained in 
detecting and combatting gang 
activity.

“Our street cops are not being 
trained to recognize gang mark-
ings, it’s extra training and the 
cops need it,” he said. “They 
have specialized gang units, but 
I think more street cops need the 
training as well.”

Gallo’s concerns aren’t com-
pletely unfounded: to date, crime 
is up more than 50 percent in the 
61st Precinct. 

Robbery rates have risen 94 
percent compared to last year, 

from 71 hold ups in 2011 to 138. 
Burglaries are up 30 percent 
from 110 complaints to 143 this 

year, and grand larceny is up 
85 percent from 203 to 377 com-
plaints.

SPRAY WHAT?: Assembly candidate Russell Gallo thinks this Avenue U Boys tag 
was spray-painted over a Surenos 13 tag — meaning the two crews are at war.

THE WRITING’S ON THE WALL:  This 
“La Raza” gang tag has been crossed 
out, which could signify a territory war 
between two gangs. 

 Gravesend is gang land, 
political hopeful says
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HISTORIC BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL
BOROUGH HALL PLAZA AND COLUMBUS PARK

JORALEMON AND COURT STREETS

and many more

2012 AUTHORS AND PARTICIPANTS

AUTHORS

BOOKSELLERS

BOOK SIGNINGS

PANEL DISCUSSIONS

PERFORMANCES

TARGET
CHILDREN’S AREA

YOUTH STOOP

WORKSHOPS

BROOKLYNBOOKFESTIVAL.ORG 

718.802.3846 Follow us @BKBF
Supported by

BROOKLYN LITERARY COUNCIL

BROOKLYN TOURISM

CULTURAL AND PROGRAMMING PARTNERS

BAM
BROOKLYN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY
CAVE CANEM

LONDON REVIEW OF BOOKS
NATIONAL BOOK FOUNDATION

PEN AMERICAN CENTER
POETRY SOCIETY OF AMERICA

ST. FRANCIS COLLEGE
THE CENTER FOR FICTION

THE NATION
THE NEW YORK REVIEW OF BOOKS

PRESENTED BY

BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT
MARTY MARKOWITZ

ALL FESTIVAL EVENTS FREE 
SOME BOOKEND EVENTS ARE NOT FREE SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2012  10AM – 6PM

BROOKLYN BOOK FESTIVAL BOOKEND EVENTS 
SEPTEMBER 17TH – 23RD

BOOKEND your festival experience by attending parties, film 
screenings, performances, literary games and more at theatres, 
bookstores, clubs, and libraries across Brooklyn.

brooklynbookfestival.org/BBF/BookendEvents

Ayad Akhtar

Kathleen Alcott

Kurt Andersen

J.R. Angelella

Reagan Arthur

Paul Auster

Ellis Avery

Gabrielle Bell

Jacqueline Bishop

Star Black

Kate Bornstein

Cynthia Carr

Tina Chang

Colin Channer

Alan Cheuse

Carol Higgins Clark

Mary Higgins Clark

Joshua Cohen

Billy Collins

Gail Collins

Leela Corman

Andrew Cotto

Molly Crabapple

Edwidge Danticat

Tony Danza

Kristin Davis

Kwame Dawes

Siddhartha Deb

Andrew Delbanco

Patricia Engel

Álvaro Enrigue

Eric Erlandson

Mr. Fish

Fly

Rivka Galchen

Todd Gitlin

Julia Glass

Reyna Grande

Amelia Gray

Seth Greenland

Rachel Eliza Griffiths

Jessica Grose

Lev Grossman

Nora Guthrie

Jessica Hagedorn

Pete Hamill

Rosemary Harris

Gilbert Hernandez

Jaime Hernandez

Sheila Heti

Jim Holt

Siri Hustvedt

Gish Jen

Hillary Jordan

Jodi Kantor

Derek Kirk Kim

Karl Ove Knausgård

Nathan Larson

Victor LaValle

Dennis Lehane

Ben Lerner

Philip Levine

Phillip Lopate

Jaime Manrique

Terry McMillan

Carla Speed McNeil

Maaza Mengiste

Walter Mosley

Joyce Carol Oates

Stewart O’Nan

Chase Novak

Cathy Park Hong

José Manuel Prieto

Francine Prose

Charles Rice-Gonzalez

James Romberger

S. J. Rozan

Esmeralda Santiago

Sapphire

Dan Savage

Elissa Schappell

John Burnham Schwartz

Alex Shakar

Mark Siegel

Danny Simmons

Amy Sohn

Patrick Somerville

Emma Straub

Adrian Tomine

Touré

Spike Trotman

Gail Tsukiyama

Cecily von Ziegesar

Karolina Waclawiak

Jimmie Walker

Karen Thompson Walker

Colson Whitehead

Isabel Wilkerson

Naomi Wolf

Tiphanie Yanique 

Thad Ziolkowski

CHILDREN/YOUTH

AUTHORS

 Selina Alko

Kendare Blake

Libba Bray

Joseph Bruchac

Sheela Chari

Andrea Cremer

Simone Elkeles

Adam Gidwitz

Edward Hemingway

Gordon Korman

E. B. Lewis

Malinda Lo

Wendy Mass

R. J. Palacio

John Parra

Francois Roca

Jon Scieszka

Shadra Strickland

Judith Viorst

Frank Viva

Melissa Walker

Eric Wight

Dan Yaccarino

DOWNLOAD FREE AT&T 
BROOKLYN BOOK FESTIVAL APP 
FOR iPHONE AND ANDRIOD



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

SE
PT

. 9
, 2

01
2

10

BY HANNAH PALMER EGAN
In a neighborhood known 

for its sometimes-schizo-
phrenic style sensibilities, a 
carnival fashion show is just 
right.

Forget the tents and pa-
parazzi, Williamsburg’s an-
swer to Manhattan’s fashion 
week features trapeze art-
ists, stilt-walkers, and smoky 
cabaret performances — all 
decked out in the season’s 
hottest styles.

“We don’t do runways,” 
said Arthur Arbit, the art-
ist, designer, and master tai-
lor who founded Williams-
burg Fashion Weekend — the 
smaller, weirder fashion cele-
bration that takes place twice 
annually in its namesake 
neighborhood. 

“We like performance-
based shows — it makes [it] 
memorable for the audience 
and gives designers a chance 
to not just show fashion, but 
show another facet of who 
they are.” 

And while a good chunk 
of the show will be art pieces 
that will never be seen on a 
store rack, this fashion show 
blurs the line between the 
unwearable and the ready-

to-wear — from a Hellraiser-
inspired collection by Mark 
Tauriello, to a beastly series 
by Russian-born designer Uta 
Bekaia. 

In a nod to the late, great 
Alexander McQueen, Beka-
ia’s models will wear antlers, 
as will the show’s creative di-
rector, Gina Tron. 

“I feel like a deer in head-
lights every season,” Tron 
said.

Antler-antics aside, Wil-
liamsburg Fashion Weekend 
is on a serious mission to 
shake up the fashion world, 
touting cutting-edge design 
while pushing to the center 
stage the politics of looking 
pretty. 

“We want to start a revolu-
tion in the fashion industry,” 
Arbit said. 

“Whenever you buy a 
blouse at H&M for $29.95, 
someone on the other side of 
the world is paying for that 
blouse with their blood,” he 
said.

Williamsburg Fashion 
Weekend features designers 
who embrace ethical, trans-
parent business practices, 
and the clothing is sweat-
shop-free.

 And nearly all of the works 
are handcrafted in Brooklyn 
by the designers themselves.

Many collections even use 
recycled or salvaged fabrics 
and non-toxic dyes and chem-
icals. 

“It’s very do-it-yourself,” 
Tron said.

They must be doing some-
thing right. This season, 
Bushwick artists declared 
Sept. 22 and 23 “Bushwick 
Fashion Weekend.” 

That event will center 
around a “Bushwick Zoo,” an 
animal-themed costume pa-
rade beginning at the Morgan 
Avenue L stop and winding 
through the neighborhood to 
the Living Gallery, on Flush-
ing.

“You know you’re doing 
something right if people 
start copying you,” said Tron. 
“You can’t patent a good idea. 
We’ll take it as a compliment, 
I guess.” 

Williamsburg Fashion 
Weekend at the Windmill 
Studios [287 Kent Ave. be-
tween S. First and S. Second 
streets, (718) 384–7300, wil-
liamsburgfashionweekend.
com]. Sept. 14, 15, 8 pm. $15 
advance, $20 day of show.

Williamsburg’s upcoming Fashion Weekend 
casts aside the runway in favor of the stage

HIGH FASHION: (Clockwise from top left) Marsha Larose, Arthur Arbit, Gina Tron, and 
Nathalie Krayina are gearing up for Williamsburg Fashion Weekend — an event intended to 
make fashion fun and freaky again by showing off the latest sartorial styles.

MODEL CITIZENS

$350
(FLAT RATE)

CALL 1.800.277.1569

FREE 
PICK UP

I BUY ANY JUNK 
CAR OR TRUCK

CASH

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

LOBSTERS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

3 $30F
O
R

 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS 

EACH

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

SHRIMP  
AND  

CLAMS TOO

JORDAN’S CLAM BAR
LOBSTER DINNER SECIAL

$2000
+TAX

EXP 
9/10/12

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER
STEAMED OR BROILED

KEY LIME PIE, CHOCOLATE 
CAKE, OR CHEESECAKE

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
9/10/12
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-559-6992 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
1117 57th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219
www.kellerchirony.com

718.559.6992
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT
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12 FREE WILLS and LIVING TRUSTS SEMINARS!

Brooklyn law firm reveals the 
7 costly mistakes families 

make in their estate plans!
Will your family be one of those casualties?

Attend this seminar and immediately discover how 
you can avoid mistakes in these key areas

1. PROBATE COSTS AND DELAYS: Avoid potential delays of 9 months to 1 year or more. Eliminate or 
minimize substantial court, attorneys’ and executors’ fees.

2. NURSING HOME COSTS: Protect your nest egg from nursing home costs, which average over 
$10,000 per month in Brooklyn.

3. DIVORCE: Preserve your children’s inheritance if they divorce...up to 50% of your assets could 
walk out the door with your ex in-law.

4. REMARRIAGE: Prevent your assets from going to a stranger instead of your children if your spouse 
gets remarried after your death. 

5. ESTATE TAXES: Eliminate or minimize state and federal estate taxes. In New York state, assets over 
$1 million may be subject to estate tax rates as high as 16%. 

6. RETIREMENT PLANS: Choose the right options to preserve your IRA or 401(k). Take advantage of 
opportunities to minimize income taxes for your beneficiaries. 

7. INCAPACITY: Make your final wishes known with a Living Will and Health Care Proxy. Avoid a 
publicly humiliating and expensive guardianship proceeding if you become legally incapacitated 
or disabled.

Even though you’ve worked hard your entire life and saved up something you’d like to pass on to 
your family, they may end up with nothing, without proper planning. When you attend one of our 
Wills and Living Trust seminars, you’ll immediately discover how you can prevent this from hap-
pening to you and your family… but space is limited, so call now to reserve your seat.

(718) 238-1727
All seminar attendees will receive a FREE one-hour, private consultation to see how a proper 
estate plan will benefit you and your family ($325 value).

Sponsored by: Minko Law Office
Attorney Anthony Minko is a noted speaker on estate planning. His seminars are said to be entertaining, 
informative and easy-to-understand. Anthony Minko is a member of the American Academy of Estate 
Planning Attorneys. The Academy is an exclusive membership organization dedicated to promoting ex-
cellence in estate planning and elder law by providing its members with the latest research and educa-
tional resources. The Academy has been recognized as a consumer legal source by Money Magazine and 
Suze Orman in her book, 9 Steps to Financial Freedom.

Seating is limited, so call now!
(718) 238-1727

24-hr Reservation Line or Register Online

www.minkolaw.com

RESERVE YOUR SEAT TODAY

BAY RIDGE
Tuesday, September 11

7:00pm – 9:00pm
Refreshments

Greenhouse Cafe
7717 3rd Avenue

SHEEPSHEAD BAY
Wednesday, September 12

7:00pm - 9:00pm
Refreshments

il Fornetto Restaurant
2902 Emmons Avenue

 MILL BASIN
Thursday, September 13

7:00pm - 9:00pm
Refreshments

Buckley’s
2926 Avenue S

BAY RIDGE
Saturday, September 15

10:00am - 12:00pm
Refreshments

Bridgeview Diner
9011 3rd Avenue

TAX LAW  CHANGES REVEALED

6922 12th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11228

Attorney Advertising
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Price Fixed Menu
Includes 

Beverage, Entree & a Treat

GREENHOUSE CAFE LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sun. Nights

Valet Parking

917-379 -9388 Call For Music Schedule

Includes: Appetizer, Entree, Dessert & Coffee
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY

Complete Dinner Menu
                        $2500

p.p. + tax and gratuities

Cappuccino Café
7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn

718-989-8951
Free Delivery

$795

LIVE MUSIC
Saturdays & Sundays 4-8pm

DJ Every 
Fri., Sat. & Sun.

8pm On

Peggy’s Is Proud To Announce Their 
New Lunch / Dinner Menu

Kitchen Is Open From  Noon-11pm

LET THE GAMES BEGIN!

Private Parties Welcome

Available Monday - Thursday
114 Bay Ridge Avenue  718-833-8865  www.casapepe.com

*Not valid with any other offers

$40 Dinner For Two
off the Mexican side of the menu

SHARE AN APPETIZER,
PICK TWO ENTREES & 

SHARE A DESSERT!

presents

MEXICAN MIDWEEK
SPECIAL

mental Protection Deputy 
Commissioner Jim Roberts 
said, pointing to a busted 
sewage conduit coming out 
of a home on 92nd Street be-
tween Ridge Boulevard and 
Colonial Road — which is 
just a block away from the 
93rd Street sinkhole. Con-
struction crews are tearing 
up part of 92nd Street to re-
place the pipe, but Roberts 
said it was unrelated to 

the work being done on the 
93rd Street sinkhole, which 
he says won’t be fi xed, fi lled 
in, and sealed until the end 
of the month.

Residents and civic 
leaders  overwhelmed by 
the foul stench coming 
from the 93rd Street open-
ing , as well as the loss of 
parking spots as crews 
work on the hole, were 
frustrated by the news and 
demanded that the city do 
a better job monitoring 
their underground infra-
structure in the future.

“We deserve a little 
more assurance that this 
will not happen again,” 
said Community Board 
10 Environmental Com-
mittee Chairman Bob Hu-
dock.

Still, some welcomed 
Roberts’ optimistic out-
look.

“They were talking 
about fi nishing up around 
Christmas,” said Com-
munity Board 10 Chair-
woman Joanne Seminara. 
“They’ve been very respon-
sive to our concerns.”

HOLE LOT OF PROBLEMS: Peg Parker, Margaret Caroll, and Evelyn McCabe discuss an Aug. 1 street 
collapse that almost swallowed a car on 79th Street. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Continued from Cover

Sinkhole
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Journalists around the world 

are scrambling to write specu-
lative stories about Apple in the 
days before the company’s much-
ballyhooed Sept. 12 announce-
ment — and so are we!

But this newspaper cares not 
about the latest iPhone minutiae 
or miniature iPad rumor — we 
just want to know where Apple will 
open its fi rst store in Brooklyn. 
We contacted the tech giant and 
heard nothing back, so we called in 
Brooklyn commercial real estate 
expert Chris Havens and started 
hypothesizing about  where Apple 
will plant its roots when it fi nally 
settles in this Mac-loving borough. 
Here are the front-runners:

182 Flatbush Ave.
Apple is famous for its glass 

cube — but the makers of Mac-
Books could have their own glass 
triangular prism if they come to 
Brooklyn. The three-sided plot that 
houses Triangle Sporting Goods is 
up for sale, and the space just steps 
from the soon-to-open Barclays 
Center and Brooklyn’s biggest tran-
sit hub could make for an iconic 
home for the borough’s fi rst Apple 
store. The footprint is a bit small 
compared to many of the brand’s 
shops, but Apple has been known 
to compromise — and the location 
boasts high visibility, plenty of foot 
traffi c, and lots of eager laptop-tot-
ing shoppers in nearby Park Slope, 
Prospect Heights, Boerum Hill, 
and Fort Greene.

Havens’s take: “That would 
be a great location, but I don’t 
know if it’s big enough.” 

1 Hanson Pl.
Apple isn’t afraid of history — 

the iPhone inventors abided by 
strict city regulations to set up 
shop inside the landmarked inte-
rior of Manhattan’s Grand Cen-
tral Terminal. So what’s stopping 
Apple from doing the same thing 
in the famous Williamsburgh 

Savings Bank? The 
cavernous former 
bank — which is the 
wintertime home of 
the Brooklyn Flea — 
boasts a stunning and 
similarly landmarked 
interior that could 
wow shoppers with 
little modifi cation. 
That’s a good thing, 
because little modifi -
cation is allowed due 
to its historic status. 

Havens’s take: 
“Landmarks doesn’t 
want the interior to 
change. There are the 
teller cages and the 
tables — none of that 
could be touched.”

Empire Stores
DUMBO offers al-

most everything that 
Apple coverts: an 
iconic retail space, a 
posh neighborhood, 
and a techy commu-
nity fi lled with Mac 
users. The builders of 
Brooklyn Bridge Park 
are seeking tenants 
for the historic Empire 
Stores — a Civil War-
era warehouse with a 
prime location along-
side the waterfront 
tourist attraction. Apple would 
need to do lots of work to convert the 
building into one of its glitzy retail 
outposts. But upon opening, there 
would be plenty of foot-traffi c from 
well-heeled tourists, not to mention 
customers from the web businesses 
that work in the neighborhood and 
DUMBO residents capable of pay-
ing Brooklyn’s highest rents.

Havens’s take: “The interior 
is not practical. And that location 
is not yet a 24-hour location.”

247 Bedford Ave.
Williamsburg is the global cap-

ital of cool — and its already bus-

tling business strip is poised to be-
come an even bigger commercial 
corridor once a planned Whole 
Foods opens up shop on Bedford 
Avenue at N. Fourth Street. Could 
the arrival of a high-end super-
market could pave the way for a 
high-end computer store? If Apple 
really wants the skinny jean-set, 
the tech titan could snag a primo 
storefront one block away at the 
corner of N. Third Street that used 
to be home to the Bagel Store. 

The vacant space has already 
been the center of much specula-
tion — including rumors of a pos-
sible J. Crew takeover. Sources fa-

miliar with the building tell us a 
brand with an even higher profi le 
is eying the space. But if Apple’s 
fi rst Kings County shop is in Wil-
liamsburg, it could be tough to 
draw all of those Mac fans who 
live in Brownstone Brooklyn.

Havens’s take: “I don’t think 
it covers enough of Brooklyn. That 
space would work great if they 
want to do more than one store, 
which I hope they do.”

Kings Plaza 
The Kings Plaza Shopping Cen-

ter is about as far from the gentri-
fi ed bustle of Brownstone Brook-

lyn and Williamsburg as possible 
— but a retail space doesn’t need 
blog buzz to make business sense. 
An Apple in Marine Park is a long 
shot, but the mall is already a 
home to major national retailers 
including a Best Buy, H&M, Aldo, 
and Express. And Apple doesn’t 
shy away for malls. Scoff all you 
want, but shoppers in suburban 
Long Island currently enjoy four 
Apple stores, while Brooklynites 
continue taking the train to Man-
hattan whenever they need to get 
to the Genius Bar.

Havens’s take: “It’s hard to 
imagine that.”

The maker of iPhones has its choice of primo property if it opens in Brooklyn
APPLE OF BKLYN’S EYE
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APPLE PICKING: The makers of MacBooks and iPhones have plen-
ty of great real estate options if they choose to set up shop in 
Brooklyn, such as the stunning, landmarked lobby of 1 Hansen Pl. 
(above), the perfectly located Triangle Sports building (top right), 
or even the Kings Plaza Shopping Center (bottom right). 
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who moved nearby partly 
because of the swing-set 
perks.

Up to 70 high schoolers 
will attend class at the fa-
cility — which opens Sept. 
6 — “to receive academic 
support, counseling, and 
social-emotional learn-
ing,” according to the De-
partment of Education.

The former office space 
has no kitchen or outdoor 
recreation area, which 
adds to the problem, other 
neighbors say. 

“If you shut these stu-
dents in all day with no 
space, they’re going to get 
rowdy,” said Susan Metz, 
a neighbor and former 
teacher who claims the 
city is “importing prob-
lems” to the community.

Department of Educa-
tion spokeswoman Marge 

Feinberg said the agency 
has met with elected of-
ficials and community 
leaders to plan how to 
oversee the teens and 
communicate with neigh-
bors.

“[Class] dismissal will 
be staggered and staff 
will be on the perime-
ter as students leave the 
property,” said Feinberg. 
“A community coordina-
tor will be on site avail-
able to the community.”

earlier than the 2 am last 
call requested by the Bar-
clays Center — will help 
prevent throngs of drunken 
fans from trashing and dis-
rupting residential streets 
around the arena.

“There are a lot of peo-
ple who wanted see a much 
earlier cut-off — but over-
all it’s a positive decision,” 
said Gib Veconi of Prospect 
Heights Neighborhood De-
velopment Council.

The last call rule ap-

plies to the arena’s 53 ven-
dors, including  Jay-Z’s 
40/40 Club  as well as all 
“premium access” sections 
such as luxury boxes.

The decision to imple-
ment a 1 am last call comes 
after dozens of residents 
stormed a Community 
Board 6 hoping to block the 
arena’s liquor license bid 
altogether. The neighbor-
hood group later signed off 
on the stadium’s request 
for a 2 am alcohol cut-off — 
despite outcry from neigh-
bors who wanted the booze 
to stop fl owing as early as 
10 pm.

The 1 am rule is roughly 
three and a half hours 
later than the cut-off at 
Wrigley Field in Chicago, 
which is comparable to 
Barclays Center because 
of its size and proximity 
to residential streets. The 
Windy City’s earlier last 
call leaves some arena 
neighbors saying serving 
times must be scaled back 
further.

“I’d like to see it much 
earlier,” said Peter Krashes 
of the Dean Street Block 
Association. “These streets 
are not designed withstand 
noise and crowds.”

YOUR PRIMARY GUIDE
Three Democratic candidates battle to replace Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries on Sept. 13

Three Democrats are vying for the Assembly seat that incumbent Hakeem Jeffries will vacate as he pursues his Congressional ambitions, leaving the repre-
sentation of Fort Greene, Prospect Heights, Clinton Hill, Downtown, and parts of Crown Heights up for grabs.

WALTER MOSLEY
• Democratic district leader 

in Fort Greene.

• Born and raised in Clinton 
Hill.

• Earned a law degree from 
Howard University.

• Worked for Gov. David Paterson and the Demo-
cratic National Party.

• Picked up endorsements from Jeffries, Borough 
President Markowitz, and Councilwoman Leticia 
James. 

• On his platform: “There is a great demand for the 
affordable housing and we are trying to get people 
who are not considered rich and not considered 
poor in a position where they don’t have to worry 
each and every day.”

OLANIKE ALABI
• Democratic district leader 

in Fort Greene.

• Born and raised in Brook-
lyn. 

• Attended Cornell Univer-
sity’s Industrial and Labor 
Relations program.

• Longtime employee labor union employee.

• Has the backing of unions including the Correc-
tion Officer’s Benevolent Association and the AFL-
CIO, among others.

• On why endorsements don’t matter: “Voters 
don’t ask me about endorsements. They ask me why 
I’m running, what have I done and what will I do if 
elected? Many endorsements are based on political 
deals and future ambitions.”

MARTINE GUERRIER
• Born and raised in Queens 

to Haitian immigrant parents.

• Graduated from Wells College 
in Aurora, New York.

• Worked as chief family 
engagement officer for the De-
partment of Education, where 

she founded the Office for Family Engagement and 
Advocacy.

• Took a unique approach to fund-raising — refus-
ing to focus on individual donations.

• On the problem with fund-raising: “My base 
can’t afford to give $100 right off the bat. I started 
to feel like I was a bill collector. I can see why some 
candidates go after organizations and the special 
interests.”

Neighborhood cycling 
expert Tony Scarselli, the 
owner of Brooklyn Heights 
Bike Shoppe on Atlantic 
Avenue, says bikers ride on 
the Promenade for recre-
ation, not commuting. But 
even though it’s car-free, 
it’s not a safe place for two-
wheelers, Scarselli said.

“I wouldn’t advise that 

people ride a bike there,” 
said Scarselli, who recom-
mended that bicyclists ex-
plore the bike-friendly path 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park 
instead.

“There’s no reason to 
ride a bike there — it’s like 
an oversized terrace for the 
neighborhood,” he said.

Promenade regulars 
claim that cyclists pose a 
danger — but some say they 
may not be intentionally 
disregarding the rules.

The signs that warn bik-
ers to stay away — which also 
outline a number of other 
prohibited activities such 
as skateboarding and walk-
ing off-leash dogs — aren’t 
particularly prominent and 
could be hard to read for cy-
clists on the move.

“The signs are so small, 
you can barely see them,” 
said neighborhood resident 
John McKaig. “Maybe if 
they were bigger, people 
would pay attention.”

Continued from Page 3

Promenade
Continued from Cover
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Continued from Cover

Kiddie Park Democratic party spot in 
2006 — said it’s time to move 
past Lopez’s strong-armed 
style of leadership.

“You can’t have a Demo-
cratic party that exists by 
fi at,” said Lentol, who added 
his name to the long list of 
borough politicians calling 
for Lopez to resign from the 
Assembly. “I believe this 
community can leave be-
hind the petty politics that 
have seeped in over the past 
few years.”

And Lentol isn’t the only 
Democrat now willing to 
cross Lopez.

Warren Cohn, who ran 
against Restler in the 2010 
election with Lopez’s bless-
ing, also came out in sup-
port of his former rival.

“Lincoln has worked in-
credibly hard for the com-
munity,” said Cohn. “He 
has earned my respect and 
deserves to be reelected. 

And Brooklyn political 
insider Hank Sheinkopf 
expects other Democrats 
will emerge from the 
shadow Lopez cast over 
Brooklyn politics. 

“People outside of his 
district have no reason to 
have an allegiance to him 
anymore,” said Sheinkopf.

In just a few week’s time, 
Lopez went from the party’s 
leader to Brooklyn’s Typhoid 
Mary, with even his closest 
allies distancing themselves 
from the 14-term incumbent 
after the Assembly’s Ethics 
committee booted him from 
an infl uential housing post 
when staffers complained 
about attempted kisses, un-
wanted advances, and re-
peated orders to write love 
letters expressing their grat-
itude to the party boss.

Continued from Cover
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Enter to win a $500 
Shopping Spree!

Bring this entry form to the Customer Service Counter by 9/23/12 
for your chance to win one of ten $500 Kings Plaza Shopping Sprees!  

Flatbush Ave. & Ave. U, Brooklyn, NY

Pick up your 
Money Saving 
Offers Book today 
at the Customer 
Service Counter.
Ends 9/30/12. While supplies last.  
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Money Saving Offers Inside! VALID AUGUST 13 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2012
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