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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Hipsters are coming to 

Bay Ridge — and barman 
Tommy Casatelli is ready 
for them.

In anticipation of the 
skinny-jeans set’s inevita-
ble arrival in the neighbor-
hood, the Kettle Black and 
Ho’Brah Taco Joint owner 
plans to debut the neighbor-

hood’s fi rst beer garden, the 
Lockyard, early next year, 
serving an extensive selec-
tion of microbrews from 
around the Midwest — or, 
as Casatelli calls it, Penn-
syltucky.

Casatelli, who once 
cracked jokes about mem-
bers of the fl annel-sporting 
counter culture in a viral 

video entitled  “Sh-- People 
From Brooklyn Say,”  says 
his beer garden planned 
to be built inside the now-
shuttered Bridgeview Lock-
smith on Fifth Avenue and 
92nd Street will easily draw 
the hipsters who have al-
ready been seen visiting 
neighborhood taprooms. 

Will Bredderman: So how 
did you get the Nets to come to 
Brooklyn?

Stephen Witt: I covered Bor-
ough President Markowitz’s fi rst 
state of the borough address, and 
he talked about getting a basket-
ball team to move to Brooklyn. 
So I took it upon myself to call 
the NBA to see if the Knicks had 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO 
The new boss of the 

Brooklyn Democratic party 
is Frank Seddio — a mem-
ber of the old guard Thomas 
Jefferson Democratic Club 
and a longtime ally of scan-
dal-scarred Assemblyman 
and former party leader 
Vito Lopez.

Party offi cials almost 

unanimously appointed 
Seddio to fi ll the powerful 
post in a meeting at Kings-
borough Community Col-
lege late Wednesday night.

“This is the new Brook-
lyn,” said Seddio, a former 
judge and Assemblyman 
who before the vote served 
as a Canarsie Democratic 

Continued on Page 15

Continued on Page 145Continued on Page 15

Rent the parlor — and its famed 
pizzaiolo — for just $30 a head

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Di Fara Pizza has a solution for 

foodies and slice lovers who want 
to avoid the acclaimed eatery’s 
legendary lines: rent the place out 
for a private party. 

For $30 a head, pizzaphiles can 
rent the eatery, as well as famed 
pizzaiolo Domenico De Marco, on 
Thursday nights for an evening 
of nearly all-you-can eat pizza — 
a dream come true for Di Fara 
freaks who say a private affair 

at the Avenue J slice shop is akin 
to spending a night at the White 
House. 

“I would have paid $100 a 
head,” said Laura Valois, who re-
cently celebrated her husband’s 
birthday with a fete at Di Fara. 
“We’re talking about Dom De 
Marco here. Not that many people 
can say they had Di Fara’s shut 
down and Dom personally cooked 
for them. That’s special.”

Continued on Page 14
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ON THE WAY?: A new bar in 
Bay Ridge hopes to attract 
young bearded men in hats, 
like this one.

SLICE OF LIFE: Now you can have Di Fara Pizza — and legendary pie-maker 
Dom De Marco — to yourself for a private party, for just 30 clams per head.

Meet the new boss Ridge getting hipster garden

This guy 
netted 

the Nets
DI FARA  
PIZZA 
PARTY

  Former Courier Life re-

porter and longtime busker 

Stephen Witt says he is re-

sponsible for bringing the 

Nets to Brooklyn, but that 

doesn’t mean his second nov-

el, “The Street Singer,” the 

tale of a subway 

performer who 

gets an arena 

built in his 

home town, is 

the story of his 

life. How do we 

know? Because 

reporter Will Bred-

derman had a chat with him 

about his new tome. Here’s 

how it went down:
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In both men and women these conditions are caused by, 
or worsened by, the lack of suffi cient testosterone, and 

all are almost always signifi cantly helped or 
eliminated by testosterone replacement. Testosterone has been available 
by prescription for fi fty-seven years. Testosterone replacement is safe and 

effective in both men and women.

Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE
❖ Fatigue?
❖ Anxiety?
❖ Depression?
❖ Type II Diabetes?
❖ Vascular Diseases?
❖ Weight Gain?
❖ Confusion?

❖ Weakness?
❖ Osteoporosis?
❖ Shortness Of Breath?
❖ Lost Interest In Sex?
❖ Lack Of Self-Esteem?
❖ Lack Of Motivation?
❖ Poor Self-Confi dence

❖ Coronary Disease?
❖ Erectile Dysfunction?
❖ Sexual Discomfort?
❖ Lost Sexual Feelings?
❖ Heart Failure?
❖ Menstrual Cramps?

Testosterone defi ciency treatment 
is covered by most insurances.

Get your testosterone level checked!!!

Martin Slavin, MD

718-444-7040
NUMBER ONE: Bay Ridge native Brian Nersten fi nished fi rst during last Sunday’s Chris Hoban Run, 
which honored the memory of a fallen neighborhood cop. 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
It was a run to remem-

ber as athletes took to the 
streets to honor a fallen 
Ridgite on Sept. 16.

The annual Police Of-
fi cer Chris Hoban Memo-
rial Five-Mile Run took off 
in front of Xaverian High 
School for the 23rd time on 
Sunday, making its way 
from in front of the school 
on Shore Road between 71st 
Street and MacKay Place 
up to 69th Street, over to the 
waterfront bike path, down 
to the Verrazano Bridge, up 
to Third Avenue, and then 
back down Shore Road to 
Xaverian again. 

According to Eddie May-
rose, the Catholic academy’s 
alumni director and one of 
the race’s 50-plus organiz-
ers, the event memorializes 
a class of 1980 grad who be-
came a cop and died during 
a drug bust gone wrong in 
1988.

“Because Chris Hoban 
was such an athlete, and 
such a strong member of his 
community, they decided 
to put together a run in his 
honor,” said Mayrose.

Mayrose said about 600 
people ran on Sunday, and 

additional 400 registered — 
all of them contributing to a 
scholarship fund to pay half 
the tuition at Xaverian for 
the son of a New York City 
police offi cer.

The event also featured 
the Tina Hoban Hat Walk 
— named for Hoban’s late 
mother, who was unable to 
run in her twilight years 
and always wore a hat while 
participating — and the 
Kids Dash for the youngest 
runners.

Everyone stuck around 
for a party in Xaverian’s 
parking lot. Ridge band 
Head Over Heels and DJ 
Tommy Tunes provided 
music, while the partici-
pants enjoyed rides and 
food — all of it donated 
— and listened to the an-
nouncement of this year’s 
winners and awards.

For Mayrose, the event 
is about more than raising 
money: it’s about bringing 
the community together.

Xaverian HS holds annual Chris Hoban Run

Ridge race recalls cop’s 
life and tragic death

GETTING READY TO RUN: Amy Chai (right) gives competitor Becky 
Wong her number before the big race.
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
The MTA’s decision to 

remove trash cans from a 
busy Park Slope subway 
station has turned the 
street above into a make-
shift dumpster, neighbors 
and business owners say.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
took out the garbage recep-
tacles inside the Seventh 
Avenue–Ninth Street sta-
tion in an attempt to tidy 
up the busy F and G train 
stop and reduce the rat 
population — but Slopers 
claim the agency’s trash 
can plan has prompted 
straphangers to climb the 
stairs then toss their cof-
fee cups, napkins, and half-
eaten sandwiches onto the 
sidewalk.

That frustrates resi-
dents and business own-
ers who say the MTA’s 
“pilot program” — which 
operates under the prin-
ciple that less trash cans 
leads to tidier places — is 
about as logical as chop-
ping down trees to make 
Prospect Park greener.

John Hurley, manager 
of Dizzy’s Diner just a few 
yards from the station, 
said businesses work hard 
to keep the sidewalks clean 
— so the transit agency 
should do the same.

“Regulars are upset,” 

Hurley said. “They like a 
nice, clean neighborhood.”

Other business opera-
tors say straphangers who 
weren’t big litterbugs be-
fore have started stashing 
trash in weird places, caus-
ing a sometimes-funky 
smell and giving the street 

a less-than-appetizing ap-
pearance.

“They dump napkins 
and things in the trees,” 
said Teddy Kilabitis of Sev-
enth Avenue Doughnuts. 

The disappearance of 
the cans come after out-
raged neighbors last year 

discovered that a street-
cleaning contract — which 
supplemented the Depart-
ment of Sanitation’s trash 
pick-up schedule on Sev-
enth Avenue — had expired, 
 causing on-street cans to 
overfl ow on the popular 

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Inconsiderate food ven-

dors who use Downtown 
bike lanes to haul their 
carts are recipe for disas-
ter, concerned cyclists 
say.

Mobile grub sling-
ers obstruct the Smith 
Street and Jay Street bike 
lanes and force cyclists to 
swerve into traffi c while 
transporting their rolling 
snack shacks from a ga-
rage on Clinton Street to 
sidewalks near Borough 
Hall and Metrotech Cen-
ter every day.

There’s a reason the 
city painted the likeness 
of a bicycle — not a hot 
dog — on the busy street, 
bikers claim.

“This is not what the 
space is intended for,” said 
cycling advocate Ian Dut-
ton. “It puts other people 
at risk.”

The culinary-minded 
lane-hoggers — who can 
be spotted on weekday 
mornings hauling the 
carts by hand — add an-
other hazard to an already 
treacherous cycling street 
deemed  the borough’s 
scariest bike lane by read-
ers  of this newspaper due 
to its frequently blocked 
path.

Some street vendors 
even block bike lanes 
while towing their carts 
by car, including one 
photographed on Bergen 

Residents: MTA’s no-can plan makes neighborhood fi lthy

LANE PAIN: A food vendor blocks the Bergen Street bike lane 
near Nevins Street.  

Meals vs. wheels

Slope garbage barrage

UN-CANNY: It’s spotless in-
side the Seventh Avenue–Ninth 
Street subway station after 
the MTA removed trash cans, 
but it’s another story on the 
streets above where neighbors 
claim litter is piling up.  

Continued on Page 15Continued on Page 15

BY COLIN MIXSON
Walmart announced this week 

that it won’t be opening a store 
off the Belt Parkway, but the big-
box store’s plans for Brooklyn 
are not over.

The controversial retail giant, 
which has been accused by critics 
of undercutting neighboring busi-
nesses and preventing its work-
ers from unionizing, was long-
rumored to be planning to open 
its fi rst store in New York City 
at the proposed Gateway II shop-
ping center in East New York, but 
those plans were scuttled last Fri-
day when Walmart offi cials said 
that they couldn’t hammer out a 
deal with developers. 

“We were unable to agree 
upon economic terms for a proj-
ect in East New York,” said Wal-
mart spokesman Steve Restivo 
— his first acknowledgement 
that the big box chain was even 
looking at the neighborhood as a 
possible location.

Instead of a Walmart, a Shop-
Rite supermarket will anchor 
the new shopping plaza once it’s 
built, Related Companies, which 
is building the shopping center 
announced last week.

But Walmart critics say the 
company has showered several 
Southern Brooklyn non-profit 
organizations with donations, 
and joined the fight to clean up 

Jamaica Bay — and the chain 
isn’t going to let it’s investment 
in the borough go to waste.

“This is more of a victory for 
Brooklyn labor than a defeat for 
Walmart,” said Patrick Purcell, 
a spokesman for the United Food 
and Commercial Workers Union, 
which is lauding Related’s deci-
sion to work with ShopRite. The 
new supermarket will create 
more than 1,000 local jobs, union 
officials say.

Councilman Charles Barron 
(D–Canarsie), a longtime op-
ponent of Walmart who staged 
several rallies against the gi-
ant, celebrated Walmart’s fail-
ure to get a toehold on East 

New York, but is now turning 
his usually suspicious gaze 
upon ShopRite.

“We want to take a look at the 
supermarket’s history,” said Joy 
Simmons, Councilman Barron’s 
chief of staff. “We have to make 
sure they’ve been good corpo-
rate citizens and that they’ll be 
an asset to the community.”

Restivo refused to comment 
on questions regarding Wal-
mart’s plans for Brooklyn, but 
he made it clear in his state-
ment that the retailer still has 
New York City in its sights.

“Two things remain constant: 
most New Yorkers want us here 
and we remain interested in pro-

viding more convenient access 
to Walmart for local residents,” 
said Restivo, harking back to 
last year’s Quinnipiac pol that 
said 71 percent of Brooklynites 
would welcome a Walmart if it 
opened in Brooklyn. “Walmart 
will continue to evaluate local 
opportunities across all five bor-
oughs.” 

Currently, a Walmart could 
open anywhere: scaled-down 
versions of the retailer’s big box 
stores called “Walmart Express” 
are about half the size of a Path-
Mark, allowing it to open on ma-
jor business thoroughfares in 
Coney Island, Midwood, Sheep-
shead Bay and Park Slope.

No sale for Brooklyn Walmart on Belt Parkway
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL 
Gowanus residents 

would love to co-name a 
street after beloved war vet 
Thomas D’Alessio — they 
just don’t want you to Google 
his name.

That’s because the de-
ceased do-gooder known to 
Sackett Street neighbors as 
“Tommy the Mayor” shares 
his name with a thieving 
New Jersey sheriff-turned-
county-chief who won’t get 
anything named after him 
but a cell block.

Google the name 
“Thomas D’Alessio” and 
that bad Thomas — who 
was busted for spending 
campaign cash lavishly 
on a vacation and real es-
tate in the 1990s — tops 
the results page thanks to 
his high-profile criminal 
case.

And the good Thomas’s 
friends don’t want the bad 
Thomas’s poor reputation to 

besmirch the name of a man 
known for telling stories and 
buying ice cream for neigh-
borhood kids.

A Google search won’t 
tell you that Brooklyn’s 
D’Alessio fought on the front 
lines in the battle of Nor-
mandy in World War II and 
lived on Sackett Street for 91 
years (well, at least not until 
this story gets crawled by a 
Google bot).

His son (also named 
Thomas, and not the guy 
from Jersey) said his pop 
remained upbeat even 
when a drunk driver ran 
him down, injuring his 
legs, and was known to wax 
poetic about the Great De-
pression and Brooklyn’s 
history to anyone who 
would listen.

“The people on his 
block got a much better 
appreciation of the neigh-
borhood through his sto-
ries,” said his daughter 

Marie D’Alessio.
He also supported Our 

Lady of Peace church on 
Fourth Avenue and could 
be spotted buying goodies 
for kids on the block un-
til he died in 2008, his son 
said.

Neighbors are now peti-
tioning the city to honor his 
memory by co-naming part 
of the street “Thomas A. 
D’Alessio Way.”

His daughter thinks 
that adding the middle ini-
tial will help resolve any 
potential internet mix up 
— especially because the 
other Thomas’s middle 
name begins with a “J,” as 
in “jail.”

That way, future genera-
tions will know what the 
name Thomas A. D’Alessio 
stood for — even if neighbors 
who knew him don’t need a 
reminder.

“People on the block will 
know it’s him,” she said.

Street co-naming pits Gowanus legend 
against thieving New Jersey politician

HONORING HIS FATHER: Thomas A. D’Alessio Jr., with a photo of his dad, for whom he wants to name 
a section of Sackett Street.

TALE OF TWO 
THOMASES

J A C K  W E I S S M A N

FREE WIFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 
718-692-1515

2256 Hendrickson Street 

(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: 
thepointingfinger.blogspot.com
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THE NEW AORTIC ANEURYSM CENTER
OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK

SETTING THE STANDARD FOR MEDICAL EXCELLENCE

718-438-3800

Enrico Ascher, M.D. 
Professor of Surgery 

The Most Modern 
Minimal Invasive Techniques

To Repair Dangerous Aneurysms
(Ballooning Of The Arteries)

In The Abdomen & The Chest

Internationally Recognized Vascular Surgeon, 

Dr. Enrico Asher 

Is Leading The New Aortic Aneurysm Center 

And Offers His 25 Years Of Experience Dealing With 

Complex Aortic Aneurysmswww.vascularnyc.com

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Towers of Bay Ridge 

residents are blasting a city 
proposal to remove eight 
parking spots from Fourth 
Avenue at 65th Street, claim-
ing that they desperately 
need the spaces  — sparking 
a war of words with infuri-
ated Community Board 10 
members who say high-rise 
apartment complex tenants 
have their own 300-car lot 
and shouldn’t be parking on 
city streets.

The Department of 
Transportation wants to re-
move the eight parking spots 
so it can create a left-hand 
turn lane at the intersection, 
which the agency claims 
will eliminate a bottleneck 
on the heavily travelled thor-
oughfare. 

But Towers of Bay 

Ridge tenants say they 
use those spots, which are 
right around the corner 
from the 65th Street build-
ing, when their parking 
lot is filled.

“They are quite valuable 
to the building,” said  Towers 
of Bay Ridge board president 
Thomas Clark. 

Clark claiming that not 
every apartment has a park-
ing space, and some tenants 
have as many as three cars 
— news that elicited angry 
responses from parking 
spot-strapped CB10 members 
attending last week’s traffi c 
and transportation commit-
tee meeting.

“If you’re going to have 
three cars, move elsewhere,” 
board member Joseph Soko-
loski told Clark.

Other CB10 mem-

bers downplayed Clark’s 
claims, believing that 
Towers of Bay Ridge resi-
dents could fit more cars 
in its lot if it redrew the 
lines.

“If you took a good look at 
your parking deck, I bet you 
could squeeze 50 more spots 
out of there,” CB10 member 
Bob Hudock said.

Yet Clark was quick to 
lash back, claiming that the 
lot is already crammed with 
cars. 

“If you’d like me to give 
you a tour of our parking, I’d 
be happy to do it,” Clark told 
Hudock.

Some Towers of Bay 
Ridge residents say the 
eight spots will be removed 
in vain because the city’s 
plan to alleviate congestion 
on Fourth Avenue won’t 

work.
“South-bound traffi c 

has to be stopped to al-
low north-bound traffi c to 
turn,” Towers of Bay Ridge 
resident Bill Benedetto 
said, demanding that the 
Department of Transporta-
tion install a traffi c light 
under the overpass to force 
cars coming into Bay Ridge 
to stop.

Department of Trans-
portation offi cials said they 
would consider putting in a 
traffi c light, but only in con-
junction with their current 
plan.

The committee didn’t 
make a recommendation 
— which is only advisory 
— at last week’s meeting. 
The proposal will be dis-
cussed by CB10’s full board 
on Sept. 24. 

Parking spot smackdown 
at the Bay Ridge towers

BARKING ABOUT PARKING: Residents of the Towers of Bay Ridge, 
who have their own 300-car parking lot, say they need eight ad-
ditional on-street spaces.  

Residents go toe-to-toe against CB10 over public spaces
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Brooklyn

Queens

Bronx

Long Island

Manhattan

$1,800

$1,700

$1,800

$1,600

$1,400

URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

Board Certifi ed Emergency Medicine Doctors 
Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

“Why Wait for 5 hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 15 min. Guaranteed”

255 East 98th

                                                 www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.comAll Major Credit 
Cards Accepted

No Appointment Necessary

Referrals From Physicians and Attorneys Welcome
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VISIT US TODAY!!

 Internal Medicine
 Acute Trauma
 Pediatrics
 Urgent GYN
Physical Therapy
Chiropractics
 Acupuncture
 Modern Facilities
 Onsite X-Ray
Onsite Blood Draws

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

LOCATION, LOCATION: A pair of real estate hotshots scooped up the 
strangely shaped Triangle Sports building, which is across the street 
from the Barclays Center.

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Two young real estate 

titans snatched up the 
prized Triangle Sports 
building steps from the 
soon-to-open Barclays 
Center — adding a crown 
jewel to their already im-
pressive collection of up-
market Brooklyn prop-
erties and kicking off in 
earnest a real estate gold 
rush around the arena.

Redsky Capital LLC, 
helmed by recent Cor-
nell graduates Benjamin 
Bernstein and Benjamin 
Stokes, purchased the 
three-sided structure on 
Flatbush Avenue for $4.1 
million — a whopping 
$900 per square foot that 
sets a new record among 
comparable retail build-
ings in the borough, in-
siders say.

The young real estate 

barons would not com-
ment on their plans or 
divulge anything about 
potential tenants for the 
site,  which McDonald’s 
eyed earlier this year .

Triangle Sports 
co-owner Henry Rosa 
claims the new own-
ers plan to renovate the 
old building’s exterior, 
but keep the structure 
standing.

The Benjamins, who 
graduated from Cornell 
in 2006, are new to the 
scene — however they 
have already  acquired 
170 apartments in the 
borough  and hundreds 
of thousands of square 
footage of commercial 
space.

Their company re-
cently joined forces with 
other buyers to purchase 
a coveted Bedford Av-

enue parcel between N. 
Third and N. Fourth 
streets in Williamsburg 
 for $66 million  — a site 
across the street from 
a planned Whole Foods 
that’s been rumored as 
 a possible home for J. 
Crew ,  or even Brooklyn’s 
first Apple store .

Bernstein was also 
savvy enough to build a 
pier at the foot of a prop-
erty he owns and plans 
to develop into two lux-
ury waterfront towers 
in Greenpoint — part of 
a portfolio that includes 
100 apartments and 15 
condo units — so the 
ferry could add a local 
stop,  according to the 
New York Times .

Property experts said 
the impressive price 
of the Triangle Sports 
building — formerly a 

quaint sporting goods 
and workwear shop 
owned by the same fam-
ily for the past 96 years 
— is a sign that the are-
na’s arrival has put the 
real estate market into 
overdrive.

“[That’s a] huge num-
ber,” said Chris Havens, 
a legendary Downtown 
real estate broker.

Even the real estate 
men who brokered the 
sale said they were im-
pressed with the sum.

“It was a very strong 
offer,” said Geoff Bailey, 
a director at Terra CRG. 
“When it records, it will 
be a record for a vacant 
three-story building 
in Brooklyn — $900 a 
square foot for a vacant 
retail property is out-
standing, throughout the 
borough and beyond.”

THREE-POINTER!
It's all about the Benjamins in Triangle Sports sale
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New York State-Sponsored 
Free or Low-Cost
Health Insurance

1-888-809-8009
Adults 19–64Children under age 19

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

City: Dorman Square is D.O.A.
BY ELI ROSENBERG

The city’s plan for a pe-
destrian plaza on Elm Av-
enue in Midwood is offi -
cially dead, the Department 
of Transportation said last 
week as it pulled the plug 
on a project that drew  sharp 
opposition from many fac-
tions in the community . 

Dorman Square, as the 
city wanted to name the 
plaza it was going to build 
on a small stretch between 
Avenue M and E. 15th 
Street, has been consigned 
to the dustbin of failed city 
projects, offi cials told Com-
munity Board 14, which 
was supposed to vote on the 
project last week.

The city’s plan called for 
Elm Avenue to be sealed off 
to traffi c, and was repeat-
edly blasted by Midwood’s 
Orthodox Jewish residents 
who say the city never con-
sulted the Hatzolah volun-
teer ambulance corps about 
its plans  and scheduled a 
hearing about the plaza two 
days before Passover , mak-
ing it diffi cult for observant 
residents to attend.

A few local merchants 
had signed onto the ef-
fort, believing a plaza with 
chairs and tables would 
have helped their business.

Many residents were 
overjoyed by the news that 

the plaza plan was gone for 
good. 

“It was defi nitely not a 
good idea,” said Mike Pes-
sah, a resident who argued 
that the plaza would attract 
vagrants and troublemak-
ers.  “When they’re doing 
simple construction to that 
area, kids would hang out 
on the concrete over there 
and play fi ght.”

The city’s plan ulti-
mately fell apart when the 
Midwood Development 
Group, the non-profi t that 
had agreed to clean the 
plaza on a routine basis,  
pulled out of the project  af-
ter neighborhood residents 

voiced their concerns.
Local politicians, such as 

Councilman David Green-
fi eld (D–Borough Park) and 
Assemblyman Dov Hikind 
(D–Borough Park), signed 
on to the push to defeat 
the plaza plan — and were 
pleased their hard work sty-
mied the city.

“If enacted, the proposal 
would have had such a neg-
ative impact on the quality 
of life in our community,” 
Councilman Mike Nelson 
(D–Midwood) said.

Repeated calls to the De-
partment of Transportation 
about the project were not 
returned.

PLAZA PLAN KILLED: The city has chucked its dreams of install-
ing a pedestrian plaza at Avenue M into the dustbin.
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Cops: Metro PCS thugs strike again
BY COLIN MIXSON

The gun-toting thieves 
who knocked over a 
Homecrest Metro PCS 
store on Aug. 15 have been 
quite busy, say police, who 
claim the two suspects are 
now responsible for at least 
three other cellphone store 
heists.

Investigators said the 
duo responsible  for raiding 
the Metro PCS on E. 16th 
Street near Kings Highway  
also held up a franchise 
store in Coney Island — 
twice.   

The suspects surprised 
and bound two employees 
during their fi rst robbery, 
where they made off with 
$1,300. Police say the crooks 
then set their sights on a 
Mermaid Avenue Metro 
PCS, which they raided on 
Aug. 25.

Police say the suspects 

followed their established 
pattern to the letter: they 
ran in brandishing fire-
arms and tied up employ-
ees at the wireless pro-

vider between Stillwell 
Avenue and W. 15th Street, 
where they stole cash and 
cellphones.

The suspects enjoyed 
raiding the Coney Island 
PCS store so much, they 
hit it again, returning on 
Sept. 5, police said, adding 
that the duo is also wanted 
for robbing another Metro 
PCS store in Staten Island 
on Aug. 31.

Police described the two 
thieves as black males be-
tween 27 and 40. One man 
has a muscular build and 
was last seen sporting a 
baseball cap and carrying a 
black sack across his back. 
The second man had salt 
and pepper hair and often 
wears a Yankees cap and 
sunglasses, police said.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call Crime 
Stoppers at (800) 577-8477. 

ON THE LOOSE: Police say the 
thieves responsible for raiding 
a Metro PCS in Homecrest hit a 
cellphone store in Coney Island 
on two separate occasions. 
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Two crooks burglar-

ized a woman’s Manhattan 
Beach home on Sept. 16, 

taking a Faberge egg worth 
$6,000.

The victim told police 
that she was at a wedding 

with her daughter when she 
received a call from their 
alarm company, alerting 
them to a break-in at their 

Price Fixed Menu
Includes 

Beverage, Entree & a Treat

GREENHOUSE CAFE LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sun. Nights

Valet Parking

917-379 -9388 Call For Music Schedule

Includes: Appetizer, Entree, Dessert & Coffee
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY

Complete Dinner Menu
                        $2500

p.p. + tax and gratuities

Cappuccino Café
7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn

718-989-8951
Free Delivery

$795

Our Friday Lobster Special includes:

/2 $2895
pp

Every Friday Enjoy Lobster!!

718.252.3030
4220 Quentin Road, Marine Park

Visit our newly remodeled dining room

A Truly Unique Dining Experience

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

LOBSTERS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

3 $30F
O
R

 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS 

EACH

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

SHRIMP  
AND  

CLAMS TOO

JORDAN’S CLAM BAR
LOBSTER DINNER SECIAL

$2000
+TAX

EXP 
10/1/12

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER
STEAMED OR BROILED

KEY LIME PIE, CHOCOLATE 
CAKE, OR CHEESECAKE

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
10/1/12

Several 
hurt in 

vet crash
BY COLIN MIXSON

A wayward van rammed 
into a Flatlands veterinary 
clinic following a car acci-
dent on Kings Highway on 
Sept. 12, pinning a hapless 
victim against a wall, offi -
cials said. 

Witnesses claim that 
the van and another vehi-
cle collided near Utica Av-
enue at 12:30 pm on Sept. 
12, sending the vehicle ca-
reening through the front 
window of the Veterinary 
Medical Center Animal 
Hospital and pinning a pe-
destrian against the wall 
in the process, an FDNY 
spokesman said. Three 
other people suffered mi-
nor injuries, the spokes-
man added.

Investigators are still 
trying to fi gure out who 
was responsible for the ini-
tial car crash.

KINGS HIGHWAY CARNAGE: Four people were injured, one seri-
ously, on Sept. 12 when a man got into an accident on Kings Highway 
near Utica Avenue and careened into a veterinary clinic.

Thief steals Faberge egg from Bklyn home

Corbin Street home be-
tween Brighton 15th Street 
and Oceanview Avenue at 
12:33 am. The women sped 
back to their home, where 
the daughter told police 
she saw two Russian men 
dressed in black fl eeing the 
house. 

So far, the victims have 
reported $9,500 worth of 
missing property, although 
the victims are creating a 
list of additional jewelry 
that may have been stolen, 
police say.

The fi rst Faberge eggs 
were created by Carl Fab-
erge for the Russian Tzar, 
Alexander III, which he 
made an Easter gift for his 
wife, the Empress Maria 
Fedorovna, in 1885

Currently, the only Fab-
erge store in the fi ve bor-
oughs in on Madison Av-
enue in Manhattan, where 
they sells eggs starting 
at $10,000, according to a 
salesman there.
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Williamsburg’s Demo-

cratic district leader fi ght 
is too close to call thanks in 
part to Assemblyman Vito 
Lopez, the embattled party 
boss who political insiders 
say got Northern Brook-
lyn’s Orthodox Jewish com-
munities to come out in 
droves and vote for Chris 
Olechowski, the candidate 
he hand-picked to take out 
one-term incumbent — and 
longtime Lopez critic — 
Lincoln Restler.

Olechowski came out 
ahead in the Sept. 13 pri-
mary and held a narrow 
lead of 136 votes over Res-
tler at press time, but the 
incumbent refused to con-
cede, claiming that there 
were still plenty of absentee 
ballots to go through.

“This race is too close to 
call yet again,” said Restler, 
 who went through a lengthy 
re-count  before winning the 

obscure, unpaid party posi-
tion two years ago. “We’re 
going to make sure every 
ballot is counted.”

Political insiders say 
that all but 17 percent of 
Olechowski’s votes came 
from Williamsburg’s Or-
thodox communities — and 
were quick to point out that 
Lopez (D–Bushwick) still 
has some clout in that part 
of Northern Brooklyn, even 
though he’s being investi-
gated for groping, trying to 
kiss, and having sexually 
charged conversations with 
at least two female staffers.

Restler was one of the fi rst 
to demand that Lopez resign 
when the scandal broke — a 
growing rallying cry that led 
to Lopez’s  decision to step 
down as party boss .

Yet some claim the scan-
dal-scarred pol isn’t respon-
sible for the huge turnout 
that put Restler’s re-elec-
tion bid in jeopardy — Or-

thodox Jewish groups may 
have wanted to use this op-
portunity to fl ex their own 
political muscles.

“The number of votes 
for Chris Olechowski in our 
neighborhood will clearly 
show the following and sup-
port that the United Jew-
ish Organizations of Wil-
liamsburg and Satmars 
have in Williamsburg,” 
an  Olechowski supporter 
wrote in an email   found by 
the Observer’s Politicker 
blog. “Right or wrong, this 
is precisely how the politi-
cal world and the media 
will analyze it and this will 
form the basis as to how the 
new Democratic party of 
Brooklyn will form their 
alliances and loyalty. This 
election turnout will guide 
the 2013 citywide candi-
dates in their quest for Wil-
liamsburg support.”

Neither Lopez nor 
Olechowski could be 

reached by press time.
Restler, who had painted 

himself as a “reformer” 
bent on taking down the 
party boss, has been seen 
as a harbinger of Lopez’s 
downfall ever since the As-
semblyman agreed to step 
down as party boss.

Both candidates po-
sitioned themselves as 
agents of change in North 
Brooklyn, with Restler 
touting his accomplish-
ments in helping secure 
parkland and community 
gardens in the neighbor-
hood. Olechowski posi-
tioned himself as a warrior 
fi ghting against the forces 
of gentrifi cation.

Lopez was censured and 
lost a key Albany committee 
seat as a result of the sexual 
harassment allegations,  
which are currently being 
investigated by Staten Is-
land District Attorney Dan 
Donovan .

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Walter Mosley easily 

trounced his competition in 
the three-way primary race 
to replace Assemblyman 
Hakeem Jeffries on Sept. 
13, garnering a whopping 63 
percent of the vote.

When the polls closed 
in Fort Greene and Clinton 
Hill, Mosley had secured 
nearly 4,300 votes — more 
than double the amount col-
lected by his main competi-
tor and fellow Democratic 
district leader Olanike Al-
abi, who received just over 
2,000 votes.

Education activist and 
lobbyist Martine Guerrier 
came in a distant third, 
securing just 493 votes, ac-
cording to WNYC radio.

Mosley, who had been 
endorsed by Borough Pres-
ident Markowitz, Coun-
cilwoman Letitia James 
(D–Fort Greene), and As-
semblyman Jeffries — who 
secured the Democratic 
nomination to replace out-
going Rep. Ed Towns in 
June — was overwhelmed 
by the support he received 
at the polls.

“We knocked on thou-
sands of doors, made thou-

sands of calls and I am 
proud to say we are here 
today in victory,” Mosley 
told supporters, explaining 
that he was looking forward 
to working with James and 
Jeffries in the years to 
come. “Together, as a pro-
gressive trifecta, we will 
work for you.”

Jeffries also cheered 
Mosley’s victory.

“I can now go to Con-
gress with great peace of 
mind knowing that this 

community is in the best 
hands possible,” Jeffries 
said.

Gracefully accepting 
defeat, Alabi said she en-
joyed running for Assem-
bly.

“I am extremely proud 
of the race we ran, but 
more importantly, the op-
portunity to meet so many 
wonderful people along the 
way,” she said.

Guerrier didn’t return 
calls for comment.

All three raised small 
sums of money compared to 
most Assembly campaigns, 
but said they were more in-
terested in courting district 
residents rather than spe-
cial interest groups. As of 
the most recent fi ling, Mos-
ley had raised $47,460 and 
Alabi had raised $45,285. 
Guerrier collected just 
$7,750, but said she did so on 
purpose. 

“My base can’t afford to 
give $100 right off the bat,” 
Guerrier told us in an ear-
lier interview. “I started 
to feel like I was a bill col-
lector. I can see why some 
candidates go after the or-
ganizations and the special 
interests.”

THE WINNER: District leader 
Walter Mosley is the Democrat-
ic nominee for the Assembly 
seat that incumbent Hakeem 
Jeffries will vacate.

DEMANDING A RECOUNT: Democratic district leader Lincoln 
Restler refused to concede defeat after coming up more than 100 
votes too short against challenger Christopher Olechowski. 

Mosley moseys way to victory

Restler’s race is too close to call
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
A Park Slope–born tab-

loid- journalist-turned-ac-
claimed- novelist has made 
it his mission to capture 
the nostalgic spirit of old 
Brooklyn — and if a new 
award is any indication, 
he’s doing a pretty good job 
at it.

Pete Hamill — whose 
new collection of short sto-
ries is set entirely in the 
borough — will receive the 
Brooklyn Book Festival’s 
“BoBi” award recognizing 
outstanding Brooklyn-cen-
tric literature.

Hamill said “The 
Christmas Kid: And Other 
Brooklyn Stories” offers a 
glimpse at old-time Park 
Slope — prior to cellphones 
and “before the word 
‘friend’ became a verb.”

The book pays homage 
to the then-blue-collar-and-
immigrant-fi lled neighbor-
hood, which shaped his up-
bringing, the scribe said.

“ ‘Work’ was the most 
important word in their vo-
cabulary — and those val-
ues were part of my life,” 

Hamill said. 
One of his new stories 

tells the tale of a young boy 
who changes the lives of his 
neighbors; another follows 
a man seeking to avenge 
his brother’s death.

Many are set in clas-
sic neighborhood haunts 
such as Farrell’s Bar and 
Grill and the shuttered 
Rattigan’s — perhaps bet-
ter known to current Park 
Slope residents as the hip 
restaurant Talde.

Hamill — a former New 
York Post editor-in-chief 
whose recent books include 
“Tabloid City” and “For-
ever” — credited the Park 
Slope library on Sixth Av-
enue and Ninth Street for 
inspiring him to read and 
write.

The acclaimed news-
man made the transition 
to fi ction after discovering 
that journalism failed to 
answer some of life’s big-
picture questions.

“Certain kinds of sto-
ries demand imagination,” 
he said.

On Sept. 22, Brooklyn 

Book Festival organizers 
will present Hamill with 
the award, which is chosen 
by a panel of dozens of au-
thors and publishers.

The panel picks winners 
“based on a writer’s total 
body of work” and how it 
“speaks to the spirit of 
Brooklyn,” festival spokes-

man Mark Zustovich said.
Previous winners in-

clude Paul Auster, Walter 
Mosley, and Edwidge Dan-
ticat.

NEWSER MAKES NEWS: Author Pete Hamill will receive the Brooklyn Book Festival’s “BoBi” award, 
recognizing outstanding Brooklyn-centric literature, for his new book, “The Christmas Kid: And 
Other Brooklyn Stories” (inset).

Hamill time! Scribe wins award

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
A hyper-specifi c new 

yoga class is helping Brook-
lyn women with unique hair 
textures curl their locks 
while straightening their 
spines.

A diversity-boosting duo 
of yoga teachers is unrolling 
a series of stretching ses-
sions intended to promote 
hair growth and encourage 

curly haired girls to over-
come hang-ups about tou-
sling their “tough-to-tame” 
hair.

The Fort Greene-based 
classes — which are open 
to curly haired women of all 
races but widely attended by 
women of color — combine 
postures that purportedly 
help hair follicles, such as a 
standing head-to-knee pose, 

with tips about what to do 
with your ’do before, during, 
and after a yoga session.

“A lot of ethnic girls are 
worried about ‘sweating out’ 
their hair — it can be a real 
mental block,” said instruc-
tor Natalie Cosby. “We’re 
helping them get past that.”

Cosby’s “Yoga to the 
Curvy Curly” classes, 
which debuted last week in 

New Fort Greene classes focus on zen 
and the art of hair maintenance

STRIKE A POSE: Natalie Cosby teaches yoga to women with curly hair.

YOGA FOR THE 
CURLY HAIRED

Fort Greene Park, also seek 
to bust through the stereo-
type that yoga is reserved 
for ladies with “perfect” 
bodies.

“We’re bringing diver-
sity and awareness to the 
mat,” she said.

Yoga for a specifi c hair 
type might sound like a 
stretch, but this zen-ob-
sessed borough already 
boasts yoga classes for tod-
dlers,  beer buffs , and nud-
ists.

It’s all part of a growing 
movement in which stu-
dios tap into super-niche-
communities, prompting 
classes that are to the yoga 
world what, say,  the Teddy 
Bear Times  is the magazine 
industry.

Cosby said her fi rst 
class, which 75 students 
attended, included a dis-
cussion about natural hair 
products, wrapping hair 
for class, and getting over 
the “mental barriers” as-
sociated with physical ap-
pearance.

Some women talked 
about the perks of “going 
natural” instead of expen-
sive hair-straightening pro-
cedures, said Crosby, who 
claims hair-growth-gener-
ating yoga postures — and 
the practice in general — 
makes locks healthier and 
less prone to breakage.

More yet-to-be-scheduled 
classes will likely launch 
this spring — for free.

“Sometimes you need a 
detox,” she said. “So does 
your hair.”

Newsman honored for his 
new Brooklyn-centric book
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BY CHUCK O’DONNELL
Wonder Woman was 

born on Paradise Island, 
but her life as a comic book 
heroine has been hell.

Her unlikely origin story 
began with polygraph pio-
neer William Moulton Mar-
ston, a feminist theorist and 
psychologist with an appar-
ent bondage fetish, who in-
vented the Amazon warrior 
princess with the blue eyes 
and ample — ahem — ring-
lets of hair. And for eight 
decades since her creation, 
she has been wrestled into 
submission and tied up by 
one-too-many alterations, 
leaving her with a dearth 
of fans, despite the way she 
turns fanboys’ heads when 
she snaps a villain’s neck.

But Prospect Heights art-
ist Cliff Chiang has come to 
her rescue with a fresh re-
boot.

In this past, the release 
of the “0” issue, Diana of 
Themyscira fi nally gets an 
origin story that is cogent 
and concise, has a bold 1960s 
Marvel art style, and pres-
ents a clear theme: when a 
coming-of-age hero is taken 
under the wing of Ares, she 
must decide if death is neces-
sary for justice.

“It’s not a standard ori-
gin story where we show 
how she left Paradise Island, 
but it is about her character 
and a specifi c moment of 
how she grows into a hero,” 
Chiang said. “The ‘0’ issue 
deals with Wonder Woman’s 
childhood. We hint at it not 
being as rosy as one might 
think. She’s a princess in 
a culture that prizes skill 
and achievement, so she’s 
always had to prove herself 
worthy of the title.”

Chiang and writer Brian 
Azzarello’s work is a part of 
DC’s attempt to relaunch its 
entire line of comics, brand-
ing them “The New 52” and 
starting each character 
with a clean slate. This has 
given the duo the opportu-
nity to craft a new narra-
tive for the femme fi ghter, 
showing her slug it out with 
Apollo, wrestle with Pose-
iden’s tentacled minions, 
and nearly marry Hades.

“Our job for ‘The New 52’ 
was explicitly to reinterpret 
the classic Wonder Woman 

story in a way that would be 
accessible for new readers 
and exciting for long-time 
fans,” Chiang said. “We’ve 
made some people angry, but 
we’ve also gained a differ-
ent audience that had never 
picked up a Wonder Woman 
comic before, and I think 
that speaks to the strength 
of what we’re doing.”

And in reintroducing 
the woman warrior to new 
audiences, Chiang didn’t 

feel as though he was tasked 
with redeeming the charac-
ter — just doing what it took 
to get her right.

“Love it or hate it, peo-
ple are talking about Won-
der Woman, and that hasn’t 
happened for a while.”

“Wonder Woman” issue 
No. 0 is currently available 
and can be found at Ber-
gen Street Comics [470 Ber-
gen St. between Flatbush 
and Fifth avenues in Park 

Slope, (718) 230–5600]; Des-
ert Island [540 Metropoli-
tan Ave. near Union Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 388–
5087]; Galaxy Comics [429 
Fifth Ave. between Eighth 
and Ninth streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 499–3222, and 
6823 Fifth Ave. near 68th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
921–1236]; St. Mark’s Comics 
[148 Montague St. between 
Henry and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights].

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The Fahrenheit didn’t 

quite hit 451, but for most 
of the summer it sure felt 
like it inside the Brook-
lyn Heights branch of the 
Brooklyn Public Library.

The library has had 
to shut down for some of 
its regular hours nearly 
every day since mid-July 
because the building’s air 
conditioning system has 
gone haywire.

“We are in a constant 
battle to keep this build-
ing open and keep it safe,” 
said library spokesman 
Jason Carey.

The air conditioner, 
which for decades has had 
the beastly job of cooling 
the 27,000-square-foot, 
two-story building, fi nally 
laid down and died just as 
temperatures surged ear-
lier this summer.

“We were having prob-
lems with a couple of the 
air conditioners through-
out the system. We were 
able to address the others, 
but the Brooklyn Heights 
one turned out to be the 
biggest challenge,” said 
Carey.

Not only is the aging 
cooling system a veteran 
compared to newer, more 
reliable ACs — the Cad-
man Plaza West branch 
sees about 2,000 patrons 
a day, which means quite 
a bit of cool air is lost in 
the opening and closing of 
doors.

As a result, library 
staff must measure the 
safety of the building ev-

ery day not only based 
on temperatures, but also 
by how hot it feels inside. 
And with so many muggy, 
humid days this summer, 
it has often gotten down-
right oppressive in there 
— even with fans on full 
blast.

It hit a toasty 82.8 de-
grees during a library 
visit by this newspaper on 
Tuesday, which is much 
cooler than the 100 degrees 
recorded by a reporter for 
our sister publication,  the 
New York Post , in July.

“It was unbelievably 
hot … the people who 
work here looked like 
they were suffering,” said 
Joseph Russo, who has 
frequented the library for 
the past fi ve decades.

“How can they build 
bridges and parks … but 
they can’t fi x the air con-
ditioning in a building as 
important as a library?”

To help beat the heat, 
the library called in a con-
verted truck loaded with 
books, where librarians 
accept returns and loan 
texts outside of the often 
sweltering building.

The weather has cooled 
down a bit, but there could 
still be warm days ahead 
— and the library typi-
cally leaves the air con-
ditioning on in all of its 
branches through mid-
October, said Carey.

But there is some good 
news for book lovers: the 
library plans to install a 
new air conditioner before 
next summer.

Prospect Heights artist reboots the Amazon princess

HOT LIBRARY: Temperatures inside the Brooklyn Heights 
branch of the Brooklyn Public Library reportedly soared to 
more than 100 degrees this summer.

SHE’S ALIVE: Wonder Woman returns thanks to artist Cliff Chiang of Prospect Heights, who has 
brought the heroine down to earth instead of making her into a super model in a bikini. 

Heights library 
a hot place to be

Wonder Woman begins
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Down, but not out: Ben Akselrod refused to concede when 
the Democratic primary was over. 

B r o o k ly n  w e l c o m e s  t h e  B a r c l ays  c e n t e r

By Shavana aBruzzo
The Barclays Center will 

be a boon to Brooklyn busi-
nesses when it opens next 
week, say neighboring mer-
chants who plan to stay open 
longer and open stores closer 
to the arena in anticipation 
of the expected surge in visi-
tors flocking to the sports 
and entertainment complex.

“We’re considering ad-
justing our hours,” said John 
Pflug, director of Marketing 
at P.C. Richard, whose store 
at Atlantic and Flatbush av-
enues is opposite the future 
home of the Brooklyn Nets. 
“There might be an opportu-
nity for folks that are attend-
ing to stop in and give us a 
look.”

The Atlantic Terminal 
and Atlantic Center Mall is 
calling in extra troops.

“We’re increasing staff 
on event nights, and most 
of the tenants are preparing 
for increased business by 
adding staff and bringing in 
extra products,” said spokes-
woman Laura Dolan.

The Downtown Brooklyn 
Partnership is also getting 
its game on by distributing 
discounted coupons to some 
of the 500 businesses it over-
sees to Barclays Center visi-
tors. 

“You’re going to have 
thousands of people coming 
to Brooklyn, and we want 
to encourage them to stay 
and shop in Downtown,” 
said Vivian Liao, director 
of Marketing and Strategic 
Partnerships. 

One place sports fans can 
stock up on Nets regalia is 
across the street at Modell’s 
Sporting Goods, which has 
done brisk business since 
unveiling the team’s colors 
and logo this summer.

“On that first day alone, 
we sold more Brooklyn Nets 
gear at the Atlantic Avenue 
store than we did chain-
wide last year,” said spokes-
man Jason Karlowski, add-
ing that the store is getting 
a makeover to attract more 
customers.

At least one pro-active 
food vendor has already 

opened an additional store 
to serve Barclays Center at-
tendees seeking a late-night 
snack — washed down with 
discounted beer from Brook-
lyn’s own Sixpoint Brewery.

“We’re going to be ex-
periencing a busier time,” 
said Marcello Bucca of Zi-
to’s Sandwich Shoppe in 
Park Slope, who invested 
in a new satellite eatery on 
Fifth Avenue and Union 
Street where he’ll cater food 
to kitchen-free bars during 
away games. “This is all 
being done with the idea of 
creating a sense of commu-

nity and an environment 
where Brooklyn is the main 
theme, and the Nets are a 
big part of that now.”

The arrival of Barclays 
Center may be just the tonic 
for Brooklyn’s ailing econ-
omy, say the experts.

“One of the most pro-
found impacts that it is going 
to have is in the employment 
sector because Barclays is 
making a concerted and de-
liberate effort to hire Brook-
lynites,” said Professor Clif-
ford Benton, who teaches 
business studies at Long Is-
land University on Flatbush 
Avenue Extension.

Arena-goers will ulti-
mately dictate the borough’s 
cash-flow, added Scott Roth-

bort, who operates the web-
site, “Finance Professor.”

“It’s a matter of whether 
people are just going to the 
events, or dining before and 
after them,” he said.

It’s guaranteed that 
Brooklynites will be coming 
to the Barclays Center, even 
if they’re not Nets fans. 

Besides the concerts and 
other highlights, Long Is-
land University’s Blackbirds 
will play three games at 
Barclays this season, squar-
ing off against Minnesota 
State University’s Moorhead 
Dragons during a double-
header on Nov. 9. The Terri-
ers from St. Francis College 
in Brooklyn Heights will 
also play St. John Univer-

sity’s Red Storm team there 
on Dec. 15 in their first game 
together away from the Gar-
den or Carnesecca Arena in 
20 years.

“It’s the first college bas-
ketball game ever at Bar-
clays Center, and we’re going 
to be a part of it,” said Long 
Island University spokes-
man Greg Fox.

Arts groups will be very 
much a part of the action as 
well.

The Brooklyn Academy 
of Music, Barclays’ new ar-
tistic consultant, is hoping 
to attract spectacular, large 
scale arts events never be-
fore seen in the city, said 
president Karen Brooks 
Hopkins.

Brooklyn 
banking on 
Barclays!

Neighboring businesses excited by influx 
of foot-traffic — and income

(Clockwise from above) Modell’s 
employees (from left) Lamaesha 
Gibson and Carla Clarke are ex-
cited about selling more Brook-
lyn Nets gear once the Barclays 
Center opens. Billy Gnad, dis-
trict manager at P.C. Richards 
in Downtown Brooklyn. Enzo 
Conigliaro, co-owner of Zito’s 
Sandwich Shoppe in Park Slope, 
with his signature pork braciole 
sandwich! 
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
The Flatbush Frolic is 

back to its glory days, par-
ticipants and organizers of 
this year’s event said.

The food and fun-fi lled 
street fair, which extended 
down Cortelyou Road from 
Coney Island Avenue to E. 
19th Street on Sept. 16, was 
the liveliest it’d been in years.

“I thought it was much 
better this year than the last 
few years,” said Matthew 
Varon, 24, a Flatbush native 

who won the pizza-eating 
contest sponsored by San 
Remo Pizzeria after scarf-
ing 12 slices in 15 minutes. 
“When I was a kid the Flat-
bush Frolic was something 
to look forward to, but the 
last few years it’s been dead. 
This year it was great.”

The festival, which pro-
vides a mix of food vendors, 
contests, and live music 
along the stretch of the popu-
lar Ditmas Park commercial 
strip, was a bit more lively 

this year after the sponsor-
ing neighborhood group — 
the Flatbush Development 
Corporation — paired with 
a street fair producer to put 
on the festival, providing a 
good mix of booths from lo-
cal businesses and standard 
street fair fare like fried zep-
poles and sausages.

“Anyone can go to a 
street fair around Brook-
lyn, but we wanted to make 
it a more memorable experi-
ence,” said Robin Redmond, 

the director of the corpora-
tion. “Because we didn’t 
have to take all the vendors, 
it opened our capacity more 
as an organization to work 
with businesses on the 
block and have events like 
the pizza-eating contest.”

Local businesses who par-
ticipated in the event included 
Sycamore Bar and Flower-
shop, which set up a beer gar-
den on the street, The Farm 
on Adderley, R&R Meat Mar-
ket, and Grace EyeCare.

FOOD AND MUSIC GALORE: (Above) Petra Viola is enjoying her ice 
cream at the Flatbush Frolic. (Center) Stanley John Mitche and his 
Band of Buddies entertain the crowd. (Left) Christian Vasquez of 
Flatbush was able to scarf down eight slices of pizza in San Remo’s 
pizza-eating contest. 

Flatbush frolics on Cortelyou Rd.
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Employees at the Midwood 
pizzeria say the private party 
offer came about by accident.

“One person asked us to 
do it, and we did, and then an-
other, and then another, so we 
decided to do it regularly now,” 
said Margaret De Marco, who 
works alongside her 75-year-
old father — who still makes 
nearly every pie himself. “It’s 
a tight space, but people have 
been having a great time.”

Di Fara’s private parties, 
which do not include booze, 
appetizers, or dessert — soda 
is extra — are quite intimate, 
Margaret says. The eatery’s 
tables are shoved together 
to provide a banquet-style 
experience, and every two 
people get to share one pie. 
For anyone who’s ever split a 

Di Fara pie, they know that’s 
probably enough, said Mar-
garet, who promises that her 
father will continue to make 
pizzas until everyone is abso-
lutely full.

“It’s kind of unlimited,” 
she said. “We just keep bring-
ing out different kinds of 
pies.”

Longtime fans of Di Fara 
Pizza who don’t think twice 
about forking over $5 a slice, 
and nearly went into pizza 
withdrawal last year  when 
the restaurant was temporar-
ily closed by the city for rack-
ing up a slew of health code 
violations,  have been renting 
the restaurant out for birth-
day parties, anniversaries, 
and the always popular “we 
love Di Fara pizza” parties — 
but the main draw is always 
the unfettered access one has 
to the pontiff of pizza himself, 
Dom De Marco. 

Margaret says her dad, 
who is famous for not address-
ing customers or looking up 
from his creations,  actually 
doesn’t mind it when the spot-
light is on him. 

“He gets nervous about it, 
but I tell him you’re doing the 
same thing you always do,” 
she said. “Instead of making 
30 pies for different people, it’s 
30 pies for the same group of 
people.”

Di Fara fans worrying 
that they won’t be able to get 
a slice when a private party 
is in full swing shouldn’t fret, 
Margaret says. The pizzeria 
will keep its window open to 
serve other customers. They 
will just have to wait outside, 
she explained. 

For information about 
holding a private party at 
Di Fara Pizza, one can call 
(718) 258–1367 or e-mail Di-
farapizza@aol.com.

Continued from page 1 

Di Fara

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A Bensonhurst mar-

ket that the city has tried 
to shutter since 2008 has 
turned 18th Avenue into 
a rotten fi sh and produce-
strewn stretch that rats and 
vermin fl ock to all night 
long, claim outraged neigh-
bors who say the city isn’t 
doing enough to force the 
grocer to clean up his act.

The city has hit the 
owner of the Mondello Fish 
Market with nearly $20,000 
in fi nes and a vacate order, 
but residents say the neigh-
borhood merchant has done 
nothing to improve the de-
plorable conditions he has 
created at the corner. 

“It’s not fair,” said Claire 
Bells, who has lived near 
the corner of Bay Ridge and 
18th avenues for more than 
30 years. “You look one way 

and it’s a nice street. You 
look the other and it looks 
like a slum. I went to the 
community board, I went 
to the Congressman and all 
the politicians. They all just 
pass the buck.”

Bells’s neighbors say 
vendors dropping off pro-
duce block the street. When 
the store closes up at night, 
workers leave behind un-
covered dumpsters full of 
rotting fi sh, fruit, and veg-
gies — creating a feast for 
vermin, critics say.

“I have to pass by there 
constantly with my grand-
son, and the smell is ter-
rible,” said resident Sally 
Benz. “It’d be better if they 
swept up right.”

The Mondello Fish Mar-
ket is no stranger to Com-
munity Board 11, which has 
received numerous com-

plaints about the property.
“We’ve sent police around 

there to address the com-
plaints,” district manager 
Marnee Elias-Pavia said.

The city says it is doing 
everything it can to make 
sure the merchant follows 
the rules, but the  mar-
ket’s owner — who was not 
around when this paper 
paid the store a visit and 
didn’t respond to repeated 
calls for comment — has 
thumbed his nose at the 
Sanitation Department. 

The merchant hasn’t 
paid a number of outstand-
ing tickets for obstructing 
the street and sidewalk, 
having improper trash re-
ceptacles, and for failing to 
clean up his premises, city 
offi cials say, claiming that 
their hands are tied.  

The property holder has 

also refused to comply with 
a vacate order that’s been 
hanging over the build-
ing since a fi re broke out 
there in 2008 — or pay the 

GONE BAD: The city wants to shut down this 18th Avenue market that residents say leaves rotting fi sh 
and produce all over the sidewalk. 

Big stink over stench
Neighbors: 18th Avenue market leaves the 

street fi lled with spoiled fruit and rotten fi sh

more than $6,000 fi nes he’s 
racked up for failing to com-
ply with the order, accord-
ing to Department of Build-
ings spokeswoman Gloria 

Chin.
Chin said that more than 

$12,000 in construction vio-
lations have also been lev-
ied against the property.
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“A lot of different-look-
ing people have been com-
ing into the Kettle Black 
and they are defi nitely not 
from Bay Ridge,” said Casa-
telli. “We’re getting people 
from Nebraska, Ohio, Cali-
fornia, and they were all 
wearing the hipster uni-
form.” 

The indie-music loving 
youngsters Casatelli spoke 
with said they moved to Bay 
Ridge after getting priced 
out of Williamsburg and 
Park Slope — and the fi re-
fi ghter-turned-bar owner 
says he’s eager to welcome 
them with open arms.

“I think it’s great,” 
Casatelli said. “Bay Ridge 
needed to open its arms a 
bit. We’ve been a spaghetti 

and meatball and Irish 
bar neighborhood forever. 
Brooklyn’s always chang-
ing and there’s room for ev-
erybody.”

The Lockyard’s Midwest 
theme and mid-sized back-
yard may remind many 
Brooklyn transplants of 
home, he says.

“It’s really going to be 
about Americana. It’s go-
ing to look like somebody’s 
backyard,” Casatelli said, 
promising an interior de-
sign reminiscent of the 
classic  “Sailor Jerry” tat-
toos  and a menu of hot dogs, 
sausages, and knishes. 

Craft beer lovers will be 
able to buy growlers — big 
glass urns that look like 
moonshine jugs — and fi ll 
them up with their favorite 
brews on tap to take back 
home with them, Casatelli 
says. 

The 42-year-old bar 
owner picked the new spot’s 
name both as a tribute to 
the location’s history as a 
locksmith shop — which 
his uncle owned, and where 
he once worked — and be-
cause he claims it sounds 
like something from the 
heartland.

“ ‘Lockyard,’ you know, 
it just sounded old-school 
Americana,” Casatelli said.

But the self-described 
pizza-loving “Bay Ridge 
kid” said the beer garden 
won’t just be for transplants 
— he wants neighborhood 
natives to turn out, too.

“I’d never want to alien-
ate what I am and where I 
come from,” said Casatelli. 
“When I was a kid, bars had 
Bud, Coors, Heineken, Co-
rona, that’s it. If a place had 
Smithwick’s or something, 
that was a big deal.” 

Continued from Page 1

Hipster
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an exclusive on Brooklyn. 
I asked if there could be 
a new team in Brooklyn 
and the NBA said no, there 
could only be a move. But at 
that time, the Nets were in 
the fi nals, and they weren’t 
fi lling their stadium, so I 
called the Nets owner, Lewis 
Katz, and I asked if he’d be 
willing to move the team. 
He said he wasn’t against 
it, so I called Marty and I 
said, “Call this guy, I think 
he’ll move the team.” And I 
gave Marty the guy’s num-
ber. Marty gave me a call in 
February of 2003 and told 
me “I really think I hooked 
a big fi sh.” I wrote an article 
for the Village Voice about 
it, and that’s how it all got 
started. A couple months 
later they made the big an-
nouncement.

WB: That’s a pretty wild 
story. How much of that is 
in “The Street Singer?” 

SW: None. The book is 
all fi ction. A product of my 
imagination.

WB:  You’re not a bona-
fi de busker?

SW: I am. I’ve been a sub-
way musician for 30 years, 
ever since I came to New 
York — it helped pay the 
bills. I’ve done it with my 
wife and kids, too. We had a 
family band for a while.

WB: And the book isn’t 

about the Barclays Center?
SW: Well, there are some 

parallels with reality.
WB: I think I need to 

hear more about this story 
line that isn’t about you or 
the Barclays Center.

SW: Well, I had a great 
idea for a novel about the 
Barclays Center, but I 
didn’t want to write it from 
a journalist’s perspective. 
I wanted to write it from a 
subway musician’s perspec-
tive. You’re talking about a 
billion-dollar stadium, and 
subway musicians are usu-
ally the lowest of the low, so 
wouldn’t it be interesting if 
this middle-aged guy who 
plays in the subway gets 
involved with a developer 
who plans to bring a new 
stadium to Brooklyn.

WB: Sounds interesting 
— and vaguely familiar to 
what you just told me about 
yourself.

SW: It’s really kind of a 
[poet, novelist, and short-
story writer Charles] Bu-
kowski telling. It’s a real 
Brooklyn story. Like a cross 
between “Bright Lights, Big 
City” and “The Catcher in 
the Rye.”

WB: Cool. But it’s not 
about your life?

SW: Not at all. 
Get your copy of “The 

Street Singer” at www.nev-
ersinkbooks.com.

Continued from page 1 
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BY SOL PARK

Rivals are often the 
toughest critics — but 
Brooklyn’s unpublished and 
unappreciated scribes are 
putting their differences 
aside and joining forces to 
attract the one thing that all 
writers crave: readers.

Author Nayia Moysidis 
is uniting aspiring word-
smiths with her website 
Writer’s Bloq, which acts as 
a platform where novelists, 
poets, and storytellers can 
exchange prose and ideas 
among themselves — and 
better their chances of get-
ting noticed.

“The fi rst step is bring-
ing people together to create 
opportunity to help great 

writers get discovered,” 
said Moysidis, who claims 
most of the year-old site’s 
team reside in the borough. 
“Industry professionals 
want to see writers who are 
really passionate and confi -
dent in their own skin.”

The site has already 
helped literary upstarts 
make a name for themselves 
in a bordering literary bor-
ough, Manhattan, with a 
reading at the legendary 
bookstore the Strand.

Now Moysidis wants 
to assist some of Brook-
lyn’s newby scribes win 
fans outside of the County 
of Kings with a series of 
“Bloq Parties” across the 
East Coast.

But doing so requires 
something most writers 
lack: money.

So she launched an on-
line  fund-raising campaign  
that expires on Sept. 24, to 
fund the effort. Kickstarter.
com could play a crucial 
role in the start-up’s bottom 
line, but Moysidis hopes 
her site takes after another 
much-buzzed-about website, 
Vimeo.com.

That artistic online 
community is known for a 
different medium — video 
— but Moysidis said she 
wanted Writer’s Bloq to 
share its emphasis on high 
quality content crafted by 
pros and dedicated ama-
teurs, rather than the ad-

packed free-for-all that is 
YouTube.com.

Such a community can 
provide better feedback — 
potentially turning the site 
into a high-tech revival Pa-
risian parlor culture, she 
said.

“My vision for creating 
a Parisian parlor is both 
based on the diffi culty of dis-
covery, for both writers and 
publishers, and the manner 
through which many writ-
ers have seemed to move 
away from the model of col-
laborating and supporting 
one another,” she said. “[It’s] 
a model in which writers 
both compete and collabo-
rate to reach their greatest 
artistic potential.”

Writers are getting their words out

district leader. “It’s not them and us 
but we. It’s a wonderful experience 
to have the support of so many of my 
colleagues and the support of so many 
people who had been in opposition.”

Seddio — who Lopez appointed to 
his fi rst party gig and later won the 
district leader spot on his own merits 
— became boss after 36 Dems voted in 
his favor, even though some of them 
were wearing stickers that read: “Meet 
the new boss, same as the old boss.”

Councilman Charles Barron and 
his wife Assemblywoman Inez Bar-
ron were the only Dems to vote against 
Seddio, while Brooklyn Heights dis-
trict leaders Chris Owens and Jo Anne 
Simon abstained.

Seddio was considered the run-
away favorite before the vote, though 
he was expected to face some competi-
tion from Simon, who painted herself 
as a reformer capable of cleaning up 
the party’s tarnished reputation after 
female staffers accused Lopez of sex-
ual harassment.

But before borough Dems chose 
their boss, Simon said she realized she 
couldn’t win and that collaboration 
was the best course of action — so she 
bailed out of the running.

“I’m committed to working to-
ward an improved party for a shared 
future,” said Simon, who launched a 
failed Council campaign against the 
Lopez-run Democratic machine in 
2009. “We’ll work together and it’ll 
happen or it won’t.”

District leaders — who are elected 
to their obscure party seats — pre-
dicted a Seddio landslide in the days 
before the vote, claiming “at-large” 
members controversially appointed to 
their posts by Lopez would sway the 
vote.

But before choosing the new boss, 
party offi cials passed a resolution 

eliminating all voting powers for the 
“at-large” members — bringing an 
end to a party policy that critics com-
plained was a power grab by Lopez.

And Seddio had no trouble landing 
the infl uential job — which will allow 
him to choose judges across the bor-
ough — without the help of Lopez ap-
pointees.

Seddio says Brooklyn Dems will 
only be more active under his over-
sight, and the party will be more 
transparent.

“[Expect] more participation by the 
leaders [and] a more democratic pro-
cess,” he said. “Our meeting goal is 
to attract Democrats to get Obama re-
elected and [Sen. Kirsten] Gillibrand 
and to get a Democratic mayor next 
year.”

The boss gig only opened up after 
Lopez — who did not attend the meet-
ing — agreed to step down amid allega-
tions that he groped and attempted to 
kiss employees.

The infl uential Bushwick politician 
also lost his title as chair of the Assem-
bly’s Committee on Housing, but he 
has not resigned from his Assembly 
seat and is seeking re-election.

His predecessor as party boss, 
Clarence Norman, was disbarred and 
removed from the chair position in 
2006 after he was found guilty on cor-
ruption and bribery charges.

commercial stretch .
Seventh Avenue busi-

ness-boosters then  joined 
forces to keep garbage un-
der control , which is part 
of the reason some shop 

owners say they’re touchy 
when litter starts to accu-
mulate.

An MTA spokesman 
said removing garbage 
cans has proven effective 
in the past — and that the 
agency exhausted other 
methods to get rid of ro-
dents before implement-
ing it.

“We have taken sev-
eral steps to make the 
trash bags less accessible 
to rodents, including add-
ing more frequent refuse 
train collections, reinforc-
ing storage rooms, and us-
ing new, tamper-proof re-
ceptacles but the problem 
still persists,” spokesman 
Charles Seaton said in a 

statement
The agency also re-

moved garbage cans at 
the Brighton Beach B and 
Q train station in recent 
weeks.

“We’re asking riders … 
to be part of the solution 
by taking their trash with 
them out of the system for 
disposal,” the agency said.

Street in Gowanus.
Cart operators contend 

that using the bike lane is 
quicker than navigating 
crowded sidewalks — and 
that their meals on wheels 
only briefl y obstruct the 
bike path.

“It’s only for fi ve min-
utes,” said one coffee and 
doughnuts vendor, who de-
clined to give his name.

But cyclists who have 
long fought for safer streets 
say lane-blocking vendors 
are more likely to make 
them eat dirt than dough-
nuts — and that it only 
takes a few second to injure 
or kill someone.

Bike boosters now want 
cops to more strictly en-
force rules that bar automo-
biles and mobile restaura-
teurs alike from impeding 

cycling paths, saying it’s a 
major safety concern.

“Any time a bike lane 
is obstructed, it creates a 
hazard for cyclists,” said 
bicycling activist Eric Mc-
Clure.

Continued from Page 1

New Boss

Continued from Page 3

Meals

Continued from Page 3

Garbage

BOSS MAN: Frank Seddio is the new party 
boss. 
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FOOD FIGHT: Cyclists say street 
vendors, like the one pictured, 
obstruct bike paths while mov-
ing their snack wagons. 
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