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BY WILL BREDDERMAN 
The city wants to bring 

more amusements to Coney 
Island and the thrill rides 
could be built where the 
Thunderbolt rollercoaster 
once roared — if someone 
ponies up $90 million, a ma-
jor Coney Island land owner 
declared this week.

Reports  that new rides 

will be built at the site of 
the fi ctional home of “Annie 
Hall” character Alvy Singer  
are not true, said Horace 
Bullard, who owns the wa-
terfront property where the 
ride-and-home once stood — 
but he’d be willing to let the 
city do what it wants with 
his land if it pays him what 
he thinks it’s worth.

According to Bullard, 
other nearby properties — 
specifi cally the Washington 
Baths site at Surf Avenue 
and West 21st Street — cost 
a pretty penny. 

“They billed $90 million 
for that,” Bullard told us.

But until the Mayor of-
fers him that sum, his prop-

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Cash is cash in any language 

— just ask the owner of a new 
DUMBO boutique that accepts 
Mexican pesos. 

Maurice Shrem, owner of Es-
condido, a store at 145 Front St. 
that specializes in high-end Mex-
ican artisan-made items, said he 
has nothing against the dollar, 

but making transac-
tions in pe-
sos makes 
sense for a 
b u s i n e s s 
that gets 

all of its 
goods south of the border. 

“It’s a great way to show re-
spect for the country,” said 
Shrem, a dentist who decided 
to open the store after visiting 
Mexico and falling in love with 
the country. “It’s better for us 
to have pesos to use when we go 
down there to buy things. And 
everyone who goes down there 
comes back with pesos in their 
pockets.” 

Shrem claims Escondido is 
the fi rst store in the entire bor-
ough to accept pesos. 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Guerrilla skaters built a 

15-foot-long concrete ramp 
across three Williamsburg 
parking spots last week in 
the latest do-it-yourself ad-
dition to a growing unsanc-
tioned skatepark beneath 
the Brooklyn–Queens Ex-
pressway.

Dozens of skateboarders 

practiced grinds, slides, fl ip 
tricks, and wallrides on the 
banked surface at a party 
on Friday afternoon — and 
they had little fear the city 
would rip out the most am-
bitious step so far in their 
ongoing skatepark project.

“Whoever built it should 
be given a medal,” said 

Continued on Page 15
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Bay Ridge’s helpless trees 
victims of vandalism

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A group of teens spray-painted 

more than a half dozen trees on 
70th Street in Bay Ridge earlier 
this month — apparently not car-
ing that neighbors saw them mark 
up the sycamores and ash trees 
that lined the block from their 
windows.

The vandals blitzed the block 
between Narrows Avenue and Co-
lonial Road on Sept. 13, stunning 
residents on the usually sleepy 
street.

“Who does this, some kind of 
gang?” asked Marilin Mele, who 
lives around the corner.

Others were outraged when 
they saw the nonsensical blue 
tags left behind, claiming that 
marring a tree affects the neigh-
borhood both aesthetically and 
emotionally.

“It defaces a beautiful tree in a 
pretty neighborhood,” said Susan 
Montague, who discovered van-
dals hit one of the trees in front of 
her home.

Cops have yet to identify the 

markings, but some 70th Street 
residents have shrugged off the 
vandalism as some kind of teen-
age prank. 

“These kids probably had too 
many Coronas and said ‘Hey, let’s 
hit this tree,’ and then were like 
‘Hey, let’s hit this next one,’ and 
so on,” said resident Kevin Ortiz, 
who had a tree directly in front of 
his home vandalized.

One resident, who wished not 
to be named, claimed that she wit-
nessed the vandalism, but didn’t 
contact police because she was un-
able  to take a photo of the taggers, 
which she described as a group of 
six preteen boys. She said she does 
not believe the youths live in the 
neighborhood, but she’s seen them 
hanging around the block during 
the past year. 

Residents are hoping that 
their neighbors clean the tags 
off of the trees in front of their 
homes before the vandals re-
turn. 

“Other people will see this and 
Continued on Page 15
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BLOCK IN SHOCK: Resident Kevin Lopez said he and his neighbors were 
amazed that vandals targeted trees on their street.

GOING UP: Skateboarders 
built ramps under the Brook-
lyn-Queens Expressway. 

ARB-HORRENT!Pay with 
pesos in 
DUMBO

Coney’s $90-million optionSkaters ramp it up
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Hey, smarty! Wanna join 

a new party?
A Sheepshead Bay 

Democratic district leader 
who lost his re-election bid 
last week after more than 
25 years in offi ce says he 
plans to create a new bi-
partisan club dubbed the 
“Intelligent Voters Asso-
ciation.”

“It won’t matter if you’re 
a Democrat, a Republican, a 
libertarian, a conservative, 
or a Tea Partier — we’re go-
ing to work together to fi nd 
candidates that are inter-
ested in the city, country, 
and community, and we’ll 
do everything to get him 
elected,” said Michael Geller, 
who has been a member of 
the High-Way Democratic 
Club, the second oldest Dem-
ocratic group in Brooklyn, 
since 1989. 

Geller, a writer who 
penned “Three Strikes, 
You’re Dead” and “Heroes 

Also Die” before becoming 
a Democratic district leader, 
said he plans to host an open 
house featuring representa-
tives from various political 
parties in November, and 
hopes that community lead-
ers from Jewish, Russian, 

Tea Party, and liberal com-
munities will be in atten-
dance.

“I think people are at 
the point where they’re not 
happy with either party 
and they’re looking to put 
something together where 
they don’t have to vote along 
party lines,” said Geller. 
“They want to vote for peo-
ple.”

Russian journalist Ari 
Kagan bested Geller at the 
polls on Sept. 13,  gaining 
more than 60 percent of the 
vote .

Geller said that while 
he recruits members for 
his new club, he’ll be writ-
ing another book that he 
claims will dabble in cur-
rent events.

“This district has seen a 
lot of interesting cases and 
a lot of interesting people,” 
said Geller. 

“I don’t want to do a tell-
all, someone would shoot 
me,” he said.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A Bay Ridge massage par-

lor is rubbing neighbors — 
and its clients — the wrong 
way, say angry Ridgites who 
claim the business is actu-
ally a house of ill repute. 

Residents living on Bay 
Ridge Avenue between Nar-
rows Avenue and Owls Head 
Court claim that the mas-
seuses at Blue Ocean Spa 
practice the dark arts of mas-
sage — claiming that the fa-
cility’s clouded windows, late 
hours, and all-male clientele 
is all the proof they need.

“It’s odd for a spa,” said 
neighbor Victor Pachwo, 
who says he watches people 
coming in and out of Blue 
Ocean from his window late 
at night. “It’s all men and no 
women. Isn’t it supposed to 
be the other way around?”

This paper saw several 
men entering and leaving the 
spa last week, yet Blue Ocean 
workers vehemently denied 
that anything sexual was go-
ing on. 

“It’s all lies,” said spa man-
ager Nicole Ree. “We just do 

massage and acupuncture, 
nothing sexual.”

Pachwo said the spa is 
usually open until 11 pm, and 
that its frosted glass store-
fronts aroused his suspicion 
shortly after he moved into 
the area three years ago. 

But he’s not alone in his 
assessment: several other 
residents in his condo build-
ing brought up similar con-
cerns at one of their board 
meetings, he claimed, al-
though they were unsure 
what to do about it. 

Pachwo has a simple solu-
tion: shut it down.

“I don’t think it’s a posi-
tive presence on this block,” 
Pachwo. “I’d really rather it 
wasn’t here. We have a lot of 
kids around here.”

His neighbors agreed, 
claiming that once they saw 
the spa’s facade, they knew 
the place was up to no good. 

“As a retired police offi -
cer, I knew right away what’s 
going on there. Experience 
has taught me,” said Daniel 
Levins, a former Miami cop. 
“Their clients come down 

the street, looking this way 
and that way like they’re try-
ing to fi nd something, acting 
all innocent, then — bam! — 
they’re inside.”

The ex-cop also claimed 
that the girls who work at 
Blue Ocean are living inside 
the spa, since he never sees 
any employees entering or 
leaving the building.

“At night, they bring the 
shutters down, and no one 
comes out,” Levins said. “I’m 
up at 5, I come out, I have my 
coffee, the shutters go up, 
and they open the door. And 
no one goes in or out.”

Levin said it’s extremely 
diffi cult to close a prostitu-
tion parlor, so instead of 
reporting his concerns to 
the 68th Precinct, he’s been 
complaining to Blue Ocean’s 
landlady Alexandra Laz-
ides.

“Shame on her,” Levins 
said. “I have a hard time 
believing she doesn’t know 
what’s going on here.”

The 68th Precinct did 
not respond to calls for com-
ment. 

STILL BUSY: Michael Geller 
plans to start a new political 
club and write a book based on 
Southern Brooklyn politics 

Critics: Spa is hooker hangout 

Ex-pol wants to create 
his own political party 

Varicose Veins?

NO HOSPITAL STAY - OFFICE-BASED PROCEDURE

Dr. Philip J. LoPresti
Serving the community for nearly a decade!

COMPREHENSIVE CARE AND TREATMENT FOR 
MOST PROBLEMS ASSOCIATE WITH VARICOSE VEINS:

SPECIALIZING IN THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES:

For More Information Please Call
CONTINENTAL MEDICAL

718-261-1471

Effective Non-Surgical Alternative
for the Treatment of Varicose Veins

 is Available!
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
A $40-million indoor 

bike track in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park will offer more 
space for other sports after 
critics bashed the project 
for only catering to a niche 
group of cyclists.

Under the new plan, de-
signers will raise the velo-
drome to create an eight-
foot-tall ground-fl oor space 
that accommodates teams 
and community groups 
near Pier 5.

The plan adds 3,000 ex-
tra square feet of recreation 
space —  slightly smaller 
(and far shorter) than a high 
school basketball court — 
which is perfect for activi-
ties such as yoga, pilates, 
and weight-lifting, project 
supporters say.

“We discovered an over-
whelming demand for di-
verse recreation,” said 
the project director Greg 
Brooks. “It’s a tremendous 
opportunity for the commu-
nity.”

Some Brooklynites 
cheered the still-in-the 
works plan, saying it’s a 
creative way to make the 
most of the site.

“It’s a really imagina-
tive way of maximizing 
space,” said Larry Weiss 
of the Brooklyn Friends 
School, who said his stu-
dents would likely use the 

new, low-ceilinged space for 
activities such as gymnas-
tics and fencing.

Some critics say the new 
recreation area will still ca-
ter primarily to practitio-
ners of niche sports, while 
others cited concerns about 
traffi c in nearby neighbor-
hoods, saying streets will 
be backed up unless park-
ing spaces are added.

“Parking is not part of 
the plan; it raises questions 
about how people are going 
to get there,” said Jane Mc-
Groarty.

The new proposal comes 
after  bike-boosting philan-
thropist Joshua Rechnitz  
announced he would  give 
the largest-ever park dona-
tion in the city’s history to 
build a year-round recre-

ational facility where peo-
ple of all ages can rent and 
race fi xed-gear bikes.

Rechnitz did not return 
calls seeking comment on 
Monday — but Brooks said 
project backers had met 
with more than 50 organi-
zations to discuss the plan, 
adding the facility could 
prompt a cultural shift in 
the way the city enjoys and 
defi nes year-round recre-
ation.

The facility will feature 
“drop in” cycling for all 
ages — for $10 to $32 — and 
be open to summer camp 
and after school programs 
and feature about 1,200 
spectator seats. 

At a Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Community Advisory 
Council meeting on Mon-
day, some panel members 
said they would not support 
the project until representa-
tives present a formal ren-
dering and proposal.

“We need a full oppor-
tunity to go through this in 
detail,” said project oppo-
nent Peter Flemming.

But others — even some 
of the harshest critics of 
public-private partnerships 
— called the new plan a big 
win for Brooklyn.

“It sounds great; more 
recreation is what we 
need,” said park advocate 
Roy Sloane.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Bensonhurst’s famed 

L&B Spumoni Gardens is 
moving Downtown — by 
way of the Barclays Cen-
ter.

Barclays Center offi -
cials confi rmed this week 
that L&B Spumoni Gar-
dens’ pizza, as well as the 
restaurant’s signature ice 
cream, will be sold from at 
least three kiosks in the $1 
billion entertainment com-
plex, so arena-goers will 
be able to enjoy a taste of 
Bensonhurst while catch-
ing a show or cheering on 
the Brooklyn Nets.

Workers at the pizze-
ria, which has been dish-
ing out its hard-to-resist 
Sicilian slices on 86th 
Street between W. 10th 
and W. 11th streets since 
1939, said stadium rep-
resentatives approached 
the owners more than a 
year ago, claiming that 
their pizza would fit 
well with the Brooklyn 
theme they were build-
ing for the new center. 
Eatery owners jumped at 
the chance, feeling that 
it would introduce their 
food to a whole new audi-
ence.

“It’ll open up a lot 
of windows and a lot of 
doors,” said Camille Bar-
bati, whose grandparents 
founded L&B Spumoni 
Gardens. “We’re pretty 
well known, but not ev-
erybody comes this way. 
People are going to taste it 

who never had it.”
The mini-Spumoni 

Gardens spots will sit 
alongside outlets for other 
old-school Brooklyn stand-
outs like Nathan’s Famous 
and Junior’s Cheesecake. 

A few members of Brook-
lyn’s new culinary scene 
will also be represented: 
there’ll be an ice cream 
fl oat wagon from Carroll 
Gardens dairy destina-
tion Brooklyn Farmacy, 
a fi sh taco stand courtesy 
of Calexico in Greenpoint, 
and even a briny little 
space for Williamsburg-
based McClure’s Pickles.

Barbati said she thinks 
her eatery’s presence at 
the Barclays Center will 
offer customers some-
thing they can’t fi nd any-
where else in the world.

“The pizza’s great, of 
course, but how many 
people have had our spu-
moni?” Barbati said.

Plan elevates velodrome to make room for other sports

HIP TO BE SQUARE: Joe Meza of L&B Spumoni Gardens shows 
off some of the iconic restaurant’s famous pizza, which will be 
featured at several stalls inside the new Barclays Center. 

WHEELING AND DEALING: A proposed Brooklyn Bridge Park velo-
drome — like the one in this photograph — will have space beneath 
it for sports like gymnastics, pilates, and fencing. 

Spumoni Gardens 
coming to arena

Bike track shifts gears

PIZZA THE ACTION: You’ll be 
able to eat L&B Spumoni Gar-
dens pizza here. 

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Hold your dollar bills.
An ex-teacher who wants 

to turn a vacant strip joint 
into a “burlesque cabaret” 
in Red Hook will have to 
wait before she can raise 
the curtain on the sexy en-
deavor.

Cynthia Thomas-Dicks 
— a Department of Educa-
tion employee and former 
math teacher — withdrew 
a liquor license bid for the 
proposed club dubbed Con 
Amore Cabaret after neigh-
bors stormed a Community 
Board 6 meeting to protest 
the plan on Monday.

Her husband and part-
ner Earl Dicks, who last 
month noted the establish-

ment would feature top-tier 
jazz performances — but 
keep stripper poles for bur-

lesque acts — said they will 
revise their business plan 
then resubmit it next to 

CB6 next month.
“We are reassessing 

things,” Dicks said. “I was 
surprised at the amount of 
people who tossed out un-
founded accusations.”

Angry neighbors were 
skeptical the duo would 
open a legitimate enter-
tainment venue in the long-
troubled Commerce and 
Richards Street building, 
which was formerly home 
to the  controversial strip 
club Paris Cabaret and Bur-
lesque  and  the rowdy night-
club Hello Brooklyn .

Some residents claimed 
operators’ minimal experi-
ence in the industry is prob-
lematic considering the his-
tory of the venue.

Red Hook burlesque cabaret plan stalled

CLUB DREAD: Red Hook residents blasted a plan by a former 
teacher and her husband to take over the controversial Paris Caba-
ret and Burlesque space.  
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Meet Brooklyn’s Steve 

Jobs.
A Gowanus tech entrepre-

neur wants to follow the path 
of Apple by bringing the 3D 
printer — a high-tech device 
normally used by industrial 
designers and architects — 
into your apartment.

MakerBot’s Replicator 
2 Desktop 3D Printer gives 
anyone the ability to make 
virtually anything, such as 
toy cars, industrial models, 
or even a modest door stop — 
just ask company CEO Bre 
Pettis.

Pettis used the machine 
to create a plastic door stop 
last week after a latch on his 
shop’s door broke — saving 
him a trip to the hardware 
store.

“In the future, we envi-
sion a MakerBot 3D printer 
in every company and in ev-
ery home,” said Pettis. “At 
this point, we would com-
pare the MakerBot Replica-
tor 2 Desktop 3D Printer to 
the Apple II.”

The Apple II helped intro-
duce personal computing to 
the home user — a novel idea 

at the time, when oversized 
computers were largely lim-
ited to big companies and 
humongous labs. 

Much of that remains 
true for 3D printers, which 
are common for mechanical 
and bio-tech engineers today 
— but also increasingly pop-
ular among as a nifty home 
arts tool.

The printers use com-
puter-aided designs to build 
three-dimensional objects 
layer-by-layer using a tech-
nique dubbed “fused fi la-
ment fabrication,” which re-
sults in strikingly detailed 
models that can have mov-
ing, interlocking parts, and 
are strong enough to per-
form basic tasks.

Doctors have used them 
to make models of feet, vas-
cular skin tissue, and mod-
els of the human inner ear 
— while artists have printed 
out nifty  busts of Steve Jobs 
and gramophone-shaped 
smartphone mounts .

“We have made a model 
of a fi ve cylinder rotary en-
gine with a MakerBot Repli-
cator 2,” said Pettis.

The Gowanus-based com-

pany isn’t the only group 
that’s trying to make 3D 
printing as common as its 
2D counterpart — but Mak-
erBot has already earned 
plenty of cred in the indus-
try according to technol-
ogy analyst and Green-
wood Heights resident Cody 
Burke.

“MakerBot is really well 
positioned as the cool kid of 
3D printing,” said Burke. 
“They have been around for 
a while and they are tied in 
and associated with the DIY 
movement.”

The new model — which 
sells for $2,199 including 
a spool of fi lament (extra 
spools, not unlike the toner 
cartridges of 2D printers, go 
for $48) — is already generat-
ing plenty of buzz, prompting 
nearly 10,000 MakerBot-re-
lated tweets within an hour 
of the product’s launch.

MakerBot’s Jason Baku-
tis said he’s confi dent in the 
Replicator 2, which much 
like the Apple II, follows a 
more bare-bones predeces-
sor that was aimed at hobby-
ists more than mainstream 
consumers.

PRINTS CHARMING: Joshua Friednab at Makerbot hopes his 3D printer will win your heart.  

PRINTING IN 
PLASTIC

In both men and women these conditions are caused by, 
or worsened by, the lack of suffi cient testosterone, and 

all are almost always signifi cantly helped or 
eliminated by testosterone replacement. Testosterone has been available 
by prescription for fi fty-seven years. Testosterone replacement is safe and 

effective in both men and women.

Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE
❖ Fatigue?
❖ Anxiety?
❖ Depression?
❖ Type II Diabetes?
❖ Vascular Diseases?
❖ Weight Gain?
❖ Confusion?

❖ Weakness?
❖ Osteoporosis?
❖ Shortness Of Breath?
❖ Lost Interest In Sex?
❖ Lack Of Self-Esteem?
❖ Lack Of Motivation?
❖ Poor Self-Confi dence

❖ Coronary Disease?
❖ Erectile Dysfunction?
❖ Sexual Discomfort?
❖ Lost Sexual Feelings?
❖ Heart Failure?
❖ Menstrual Cramps?

Testosterone defi ciency treatment 
is covered by most insurances.

Get your testosterone level checked!!!

Martin Slavin, MD

718-444-7040

J A C K  W E I S S M A N
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1-888-809-8009
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Observant Jews in Mid-

wood are outraged that 
the city let a movie crew 
film near Avenue M a day 
before the holiest day of 
the Jewish calendar.

Residents claim that the 
Mayor’s Offi ce of Media and 
Entertainment shouldn’t 
have issued a permit al-
lowing a movie production 
company affi liated with 
JC Studios to fi lm in front 
its facilities on Avenue M 
near E. 14th Street knowing 
that Orthodox Jews would 
be unable to park near the 
bustling commercial strip 
as they prepared for Yom 
Kippur.

“It is one hell of an insen-
sitive time to do this,” said 
Boruch Moskovitz, a resi-
dent of E. 13th Street. “I’m 
not saying they shouldn’t 
be shooting here, but this 
is a community where traf-

fi c is a major concern all 
the time and today every-
body will be busy running 
around and shopping for 
the holiday.”

The city said it will close 
off fi ve blocks to parking — 
including parts of E. 13th and 
E. 14th streets and Locust 
and Chestnut avenues — so 
the production company can 

fi lm “Gods Behaving Badly” 
— a dramedy about Greek 
gods living in New York 
City starring Christopher 
Walken, Alicia Silverstone, 
John Turturro, and Sharon 
Stone. But the city promised 
to make a few concessions to 
the community as the holi-
day approached. 

“Our offi ce has denied a 
request to have NYPD tow 
trucks relocate cars that 
have not moved in time,” 
said city spokeswoman Ma-
rybeth Ihle. 

Tow trucks or not, Ave-
nue M merchants said fi lm-
ing a movie so close to Ave-
nue M during the high holy 
days was an affront to their 
operations.

“It’s a signifi cant  dis-
ruption for businessmen 
like myself,” said Jonathan 
Zemmol, the owner of the 
Yellow Door, which sells 
jewelry, on Avenue M. “It’s 

a grotesque violation before 
one of the most solemn days 
of the year.”

Neighborhood legisla-
tors were also up in arms, 
claiming that the city-is-
sued permits were a viola-
tion of an agreement it had 
made with JC Studios to 
only bar parking from in 

front of the studio, which 
takes up much of Avenue 
M near E. 14th Street. 

“It’s like attempting to 
squeeze a large object into a 
small container,” said Chaim 
Deustch, the chief of opera-
tions for Councilman Mi-
chael Nelson (D–Midwood). 
“If they can’t contain a fi lm 

within JC Studios without 
disrupting an entire com-
munity’s quality of life, then 
they should fi lm elsewhere.”

Employees at the stu-
dio where “As the World 
Turns” was fi lmed until the 
soap was cancelled in 2009 
insisted they weren’t doing 
anything wrong.

NO ROOM TO PARK: Trucks are crowding Midwood to shoot “God Behaving Badly” — a star-studded 
Hollywood production that residents say shouldn’t fi lm near Avenue M so close to Yom Kippur.

THUMBS DOWN: Boruch Mosko-
vitz wishes the city wouldn’t 
allow fi lming during Jewish holi-
days.  

Midwooders: We’ve 
got movie madness
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FREE WIFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 
718-692-1515

2256 Hendrickson Street 

(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: 
thepointingfinger.blogspot.com
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Randazzo’s Sandwich 

Shop owners have closed 
the Sheepshead Bay Road 
hoagie hub they opened 
five months ago, claiming 
that widespread electri-
cal problems inside the 
building made the art of 
sandwich making impos-
sible, yet the realtor man-
aging the property says 
the hoagie craftsmen sim-
ply couldn’t make it in the 
neighborhood’s cutthroat 
sliced-bread scene.

Sandwich shop man-
agers Joey and Paulie 
Randazzo, heirs to the leg-
endary Randazzo’s Clam 
Bar on Emmons Avenue, 
 said they closed their deli 
because an electrical fire 
broke out  and they didn’t 
want to pay for the high-
priced repairs. The store 
was closed temporarily 
earlier this summer after 
a worker smelled smoke 

and found it coming from 
behind a wall, according 
to Sheepsheadbites.com, a 
neighborhood blog. 

But the realty company 
handling the building said 
there was no fi re and the 
wiring in the building 

is fi ne. Randazzo’s sand-
wiches, however, were an-
other story.

“They couldn’t hack 
it,” said a spokesman for 
Urban Retail, which man-
ages seven other properties 
on Sheepshead Bay Road.  
“They didn’t want to tar-
nish the Randazzo name, 
so they said there’s an elec-
trical problem. The excuse 
about electrical problems is 
a complete joke.”

Yet the Randazzos 
claims there was a fi re — 
and the scorched wall can 
be seen through the shop’s 
window.

“It’s black all the way 
into the back,” said Paulie 
Randazzo, who said it re-
mained unclear when and 
if the sandwich shop would 
reopen or move to another 
location. “My partner Joey, 
he’s not sure what he wants 
to do.”

When reached on Fri-

day, Joey Randazzo said he 
was too busy to speak and 
would call us back. We were 
still waiting for his call by 
press time.

The Randazzo brothers 
 jumped into the Sheep-
shead Bay sandwich scene  
in May, pitting their $6 
hoagies against subs from 
Jimmy’s Famous Heros 
and the Basset Deli on Av-
enue X — not to mention 
Roll-N-Roaster and the 
fast food Subway store a 
few doors down.

At the time, Joey 
Randazzo said he welcomed 
the competition.

“If people try my sand-
wiches they’ll never 
go back to Subway,” he 
boasted.

Employees at Jim-
my’s Famous Heros say 
they’re not surprised that 
Randazzo’s Sandwich 
Shop closed.

“They opened in May, 

bad mouthed us the whole 
entire way, and we never 
ever made any comments 
against them,” said Gianna 
Spadaro, who co-owns the 
75-year hoagie haven. 

“They made comments 
about keeping our shop old 
fashioned and they made 
theirs all fancy and nice, 
but how long were they 
open?” she asked.

DREAMING OF SANDWICHES: Paulie and Joey Randazzo grew up 
on clam chowder, but the two brothers wanted to break into the 
sandwich business. 

NO MORE HEROES: Randazzo’s 
Sandwich Shop on Sheepshead 
Bay Road closed last week — a 
victim of Sheepshead Bay’s on-
going sub war. 

Holy hoagie! Randazzo’s sub 
shop closes amid controversy
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Residents living around 

Xaverian High School are 
banding together to make 
sure that the Catholic 
school doesn’t take up any 
more of their cherished 
parking spots.

Civic leaders say they 
are working out a compro-
mise with Xaverian High 
School, which got city per-
mission to snatch up three 
public parking spots on 71st 
Street so it could put in a 
school bus loading zone. 
But neighbors have col-
lected more than 200 signa-
tures demanding that the 
Department of Transporta-
tion yank the no-parking 
signs it just installed.

“Xaverian High School  
is trying to obtain parking 
which is for the residents,” 
said McKay Place resident 
Agnes Kelly, who started 
the petition, and now 
claims that she has to park 
far from her building and 
carry her 2-year-old home. 
“People feel like the school 
gets away with everything 
because they have money 
and we’re nobody.”

Kelly said that she and 
her neighbors are tinkering 
with fi ling a lawsuit against 
the school to stop gobbling 
up any more spots  — some-
thing some residents claim 
is long overdue.

“Bay Ridge is densely 
populated, so every spot on 
the street counts,” said Mc-
Kay Place resident Bruce 
Pollack. “But the school is 
sneaking a change into the 
community without the 
community getting a say in 
it.”

Other residents found 
it odd that Xaverian would 
need a bus loading zone in 
the fi rst place, since the 
school has plenty of private 
parking spaces.

“It’s annoying that the 
school is taking spaces 
when they’ve got a parking 
lot,” said Chris Hughes.

The Department of 
Transportation put in the 
bus loading zone so students 
wouldn’t have to cross a sec-
tion of Shore Road without 
any traffi c signals to get on a 
school bus. Spokesman Nick 
Mosquera said his agency 

will study the effect of its 
decision through June.

Xaverian President Rob-
ert Alesi said the school 
never asked for the signs 
and requested a stop light 
in front of the school. 

Alesi says that he, Coun-
cilman Vincent Gentile (D-
Bay Ridge), and Commu-
nity Board 10 district leader 
Jo Beckmann are hammer-
ing out a new plan that will 
make everyone happy.

“We have committed to 
work together to fi nd a solu-
tion that serves the needs of 
all,” Alesi said. “Xaverian 
is sympathetic to the con-
cerns of the residents in our 
surrounding community 
regarding the shortage of 
parking.”

Gentile staffers con-
fi rmed that the legislator 
was working on a solution, 
but would not reveal any de-
tails.

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

LOBSTERS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

3 $30F
O
R

 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS 

EACH

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

SHRIMP  
AND  

CLAMS TOO

JORDAN’S CLAM BAR
LOBSTER DINNER SECIAL

$2000
+TAX

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER
STEAMED OR BROILED

KEY LIME PIE, CHOCOLATE 
CAKE, OR CHEESECAKE

1-800-404-CLAW

EXP 
10/31/12

EXP
10/31/12

Celebrates
Third Avenue 

Festival
“Outside Seating All Day”

7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com

917-379-9388

GREENHOUSE CAFE

Special Festival Menu All Day
Brunch Til 3pm

Complete Dinner Menu All Day

The Frankie Marra Show Stage  Sun. 9/30
12 pm – High Tides  1 pm – Piranha Bros.

2 pm – Radio Daze  3 pm – The Ridge
4 pm – Out Of The Blue

5 pm – Frankie Marra And His Band
Continuing The Festival 

Inside With 

Head N’ South 
6-9 pm

Our Friday Lobster Special includes:

/2 $2895
pp

Every Friday Enjoy Lobster!!

718.252.3030
4220 Quentin Road, Marine Park

Visit our newly remodeled dining room

A Truly Unique Dining Experience

HERE TODAY, GONE TOMORROW: Ralph Perfetto is furious that 
parking spots on 71st Street became a loading and unloading zone 
for Xaverian High School’s buses. 

Critics: Xaverian must 
stop taking parking spots
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
A Brooklyn entrepre-

neur is rolling out “Pimp 
My Ride”-style strollers 
complete with speakers, 
fl ashing headlights, and an 
alarm system to scare off 
thieves.

Canarsie-based inventor 
Bruce Fraizer will retro-
fi t ordinary strollers with 
fancy features such as iPod 
docks, global positioning 

devices, and fl ashing lights 
to make transporting tots 
safer and more fun.

“It entertains the child 
and uses lights to prevent 
drivers from injuring moth-
ers,” Fraizer said.

The patented array of 
aftermarket accessories — 
which turns an ordinary 
stroller into the tricked-
out Honda of the baby car-
riage world — includes a 

sound volume remote con-
trol, cup holders, and LED 
lights.

Fraizer, who doesn’t 
have kids, said he recently 
collided with a mom while 
walking down the sidewalk 
at night, causing a child to 
tumble out of a stroller.

After he got home, the 
idea struck him like a 10-
ton diaper bag: if cars and 
bikes have lights, so should 
strollers, he said.

He believes his creation 
could be a solution when it 
hits the shelves this winter 
for roughly $250.

LIVE AT ROCKWOOD STAGE 2
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13TH AT 8:30

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Ditmas Park residents out-

raged by the loss of a four-year-
old community mural are being 
given the go-ahead to put a new 
mural on the spot where the old 
one was plastered over — as long 
as they can raise the money fi rst.

Workers at the C-Town Su-
permarket on E. 16th Street near 
Newkirk Avenue  cemented over 
the beloved mural  without check-
ing with the community or the 
creators of the artwork when 
they upgraded the store’s facade 
this summer, but said this week 
they wanted to give a community 
group the opportunity to paint 
another mural on their new blank 
wall.

“We’re probably going to put it 
right where the old one was,” said 
Juan Diaz, a store manager. 

The Flatbush Development Cor-
poration, which helped organize 
the original mural project, said it 
was happy to put up a new mural, 
but said the group’s larger concerns 
revolved around raising funds.

A new mural could cost up to 
$7,000 to design and paint, but 
Flatbush Development Corpora-
tion members said the cost will be 
worth it.

 “The other mural stood the 
test of time, and I’m going to miss 
it dearly, but something fresh and 
new might be inviting here,” said 
Flatbush Development Corpora-

tion director Robin Redmond. 
Redmond hopes C-Town will 

match any funds the organiza-
tion raises for the project, but 
Diaz would not say what his store 

planned to do.
Community members who 

worked on the original mural 
say they are still smarting over 
C-Town’s decision to cover up the 

diverse tableau depicting kids of 
all races painting together.

“It’s a bit disheartening to 
hear it’s gone,” said Kevin Augus-
tine, one of the two teachers who 
facilitated the two-month after 
school program that created the 
mural in 2008. “It was a hot sum-
mer when we were working on 
that thing. A lot of work went into 
it. I can’t say I’m not a little heart-
broken.”

Workers at the remodeled C-
Town, which is stocking store 
shelves with more expensive and 
organic products to appeal to 
the new residents who have been 
priced out of nearby Brownstone 
Brooklyn, said the mural’s death 
by cement was necessary for the 
building’s facelift.

Yet others say the community 
paid a steep price for the store’s 
beautifi cation — something they 
claim is all too typical when it 
comes to development projects in 
Brooklyn. 

“There’s some shortsighted-
ness as this ‘progress’ is happen-
ing,” said Augustine. “I’m not 
quite sure who was in charge of 
this, whether it’s the big wallet 
guys or not, but they don’t know 
what they’re losing.”

MURAL DISAPPEARS: Workers at C-Town plastered over a community mural at the corner of E. 16th Street and Newkirk 
Avenue this summer.

C-Town says community can paint new mural 

He’ll pimp your stroller

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

We carry the best European holistic beauty and wellness 
products for adults and children

Brands include: 
Dr. Hauschka, Nuxe, Weleda, Phyto, New Chapter, Natural Factor, 

California Baby, Child Life, itp.

ASK US!
We offer seasoned advice and expertise on health, beauty 

and overall feneral wellbeing.

179 Nassau Ave.  Greenpoint   Open: M-S 11-8pm
       (Between Diamond & Jewel St.)

20% OFF
our holistic beauty and wellness products to celebrate our

Grand Opening

RIDE ON: Bruce Fraizer attach-
es lights, speakers, and alarm 
systems to strollers. 
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Kids and parents alike 

kicked off the school year 
in style with food, carnival 
rides, and lots of sunshine 
at a Back-to-School Festival 
in Marine Park on Satur-
day.

“It seemed like the kids 
were having a great time, 
and it was a beautiful day,” 

said Nicole Carrozza, who 
was promoting a Relay for 
Life event being held next 
summer.

There were super 
slides, a spinning kid ride, 
and  — best of all — the 
Justice League Bouncy 
House!

“My daughter really 
liked the Justice Leauge 

Bouncy House,” said Jon 
Shaffer, a science teacher 
at PS 255, who came to the 
festival with his daughter 
Carly.

The event, which was 
funded and organized by 
state Sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Marine Park), is held 
to raise funds to cover the 
costs of running the Marine 

Park Civic Association.
But, for the most part, 

festival patrons were un-
aware of the civic service 
they were providing — 
which was considerable, at 
$3 a ride.

“We just love carnivals,” 
said Shaffer. “It’s a beau-
tiful way to end the sum-
mer.”

SCHOOL DAZE: (Above) Jon Shaffer, a science teacher, gives his 
daughter Carly a kiss at the Marine Park Back-to-School Festival. 
(Middle) Best buds Sasha Netis and Julianna Feldman drive each 
other crazy. (Right) Kayla Denesopolis spent the day hitting the 
many carnival rides. 

Kids celebrate the beginning of school

Start Here. Go Anywhere. 

877-NOW-BMCC www.bmcc.cuny.eduBO ROUGH  O F  M ANHAT TAN  C O MMUNIT Y  C O LLEGE 
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Store Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri, 7:30am to 5pm & Thurs, 7:30am to 7pm; Open on Saturday from 10am to 2pm

You’ll run out of room before you run out of options.
Andersen® windows come in styles, shapes and sizes to fi t any purpose and every personality. With natural wood 
interiors, low-maintenance exteriors and a host of elegant options, it’s no wonder professional builders and 
remodelers choose Andersen windows more often than any other brand.

Visit our showroom today to see the complete line of energy-effi cient 
Andersen windows and doors.

BY COLIN MIXSON
Former Sheepshead Bay Dis-

trict Leader Michael Geller and 
the new commanding offi cer of 
the 61st Precinct want to mediate 
the ongoing Hatfi eld and McCoys-
type rivalry between feuding 
Manhattan Beach civic groups, 
but the leaders of the two camps 
won’t budge as they sing the same 
tune — it’s not us, it’s them.

Geller — who lost to Ari Kagan 
at last week’s democratic primary 
— said that the rivalry between 
the Manhattan Beach Neighbor-
hood Association and the 70-year-
old Manhattan Beach Community 
Group must stop because it has 
hurt the sea-side community.

“It lowers our accessibility to 
elected offi cials,” said Geller, a 
Manhattan Beach resident. “If 
you were running for offi ce, and 
you knew there were 600–700 vot-
ers in a community, you would 
only have to go to one group,” said 
Geller. “But with two groups they 
say to heck with it. They don’t 
want to make one group upset be-
cause they visited with the other, 

so they’re not even going to 
come to Manhattan Beach.”

Captain John Chell of 
the 61st Precinct also said 
that he would like to see the 
two groups reunite, if only 
to help him do his job.

“It would be my goal to 
get [the civic associations] 
out of that mentality,” the 
captain told members of the 
Manhattan Beach Neigh-
borhood Association re-
cently. “I may work here, 
but you live here.”

Yet no one seems to be 
willing to accept these olive 
branches.

Manhattan Beach Com-
munity Group president Ira 
Zalcman said he’d be will-
ing to discuss a truce, but 
claimed that the younger 
Manhattan Beach Neigh-
borhood Association is un-
willing to compromise.

“I’ve been open to it for 
fi ve years, they’re the ones 
that don’t want to come 
down,” said Zalcman. “I’ve 

been saying it for fi ve years, but 
they’re not even interested in giv-
ing terms.”

Not surprisingly, Alan 
Ditchek, president of the younger 
Manhattan Beach Neighborhood 
Association, said the exact oppo-
site: when elected offi cials have 
tried to get the groups to work to-
gether in the past, it was the older 
community group that declined 
to join.

“These matters have been 
brought up before,” Ditchek said. 
“Assemblyman Cymbrowitz tried 
to get both groups together to 
work on mutual projects and the 
other group did not want to par-
ticipate. We attended three meet-
ings with him and Geller, and the 
other group refused to participate 
on even these small matters.”

Geller says that intractable 
statements like these is what’s 
keeping the two groups apart — a 
line in the sand until either Zal-
cman or Ditchek step down from 
offi ce.

“The wounds are too deep,” 
Geller said.

Former district leader, police captain, want to see divergent clubs mend fences

No truce in rival groups’ long feud 

IT’S NOT US, IT’S THEM: Manhattan Beach Neighborhood Association president Alan 
Ditchek (left) says he won’t agree to a truce with Manhattan Beach Community Group presi-
dent Ira Zalcman (right) without fi rst consulting with his board of directors. Zalcman said 
he’d be happy to discuss an alliance, but Ditchek’s crew has resisted pow-wows in the 
past. 
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Police are keeping an 

around-the-clock post out-
side the Coptic Orthodox 
Church of Saint George in 
Dyker Heights amid fears 
that the widespread vio-
lence in the Middle East 
triggered by a controver-
sial anti-Muslim video will 
erupt in Brooklyn. 

For the past week, a 
cop from the 68th Precinct 
has been positioned out-
side the Egyptian Chris-
tian church at the corner 
of 67th Street and 11th Av-
enue — the only Egyptian 
Christian house of wor-
ship in the borough. 

Cops from the 68th Pre-
cinct say they authorized 
the detail because Nak-
oula Basseley Nakoula, 
the California resident 
who created the inflam-
matory short film that 
depicted the prophet Mu-
hammad as a sex-crazed 
killer, is an Egyptian 
Christian. 

Police believe the 
church, which sits just 
blocks away from one of 
the biggest Arab-American 
communities in the fi ve 
boroughs, could be a tar-
get for anyone looking to 
lash out at Nakoula and his 
video, which has sparked 
riots in Egypt, Libya, and 
Pakistan.

“Anybody might want 
to break a window or 
spray-paint something,” 
an NYPD source told this 
paper. “We just want to 
provide a show of force 
and let the community 
know that we’re available 
for anything that could oc-
cur.” 

Church leaders say they 
didn’t ask for the added pro-
tection.

Nor do they believe they  
are in any danger. 

“They are over there 
and we are over here, and 
there is no problem,” said 
Father Mina Yanni, who 
was born in Egypt and has 

served at the Church of 
Saint George since 1972. 

“The Innocence of 
Muslims,” a YouTube 
video which depicts Mus-
lims as violent fanatics 
and the prophet Muham-
mad as a fraud, pervert, 
and homosexual, insti-
gated violent demonstra-
tions and may have led 
to the death of U.S. Am-
bassador J. Christopher 
Stevens and three other 
Americans, although U.S. 
forces are now attributing 
their deaths to a carefully 
choreographed terrorist 
attack that took place dur-
ing riots sparked by the 
film. 

Federal authorities ques-
tioned Nakoula, who had 
been convicted of fraud in 
2010, on Sept. 15 and said his 
probation is under review 
due to the video, which was 
put on YouTube and broad-
cast on Middle Eastern tele-
vision stations.

Borough Arab-Ameri-

cans have denounced the 
riots in the Middle East, 
yet still believe that Nak-
oula should be punished 
for sparking the unrest.

“These acts must be 
condemned,” Linda Sar-
sour, director of the Arab 
American Association of 
New York, tweeted last 
week. “But what about 
the filmmaker and Terry 
Jones? Give them free 
passes?”

Yet other Arab-Amer-
ican leaders don’t believe 
that the  Coptic Orthodox 
Church of Saint George 
should be concerned about 
any blowback.

“They are our broth-
ers and sisters and family 
members,” said Habib Jou-
deh, founder of the Arab-
American Association of 
New York. 

“We know that if some-
body came out and did 
something wrong, that does 
not mean he speaks for all 
of them.”

Police fear retribution for ‘Innocence of Muslims’ YouTube clip

BRACING FOR DANGER: The 68th Precinct has been guarding the 
Coptic Orthodox Church of Saint George on 67th Street since the 
controversial “Innocence of Muslims” video gained widespread no-
toriety last week. 

NYPD watches Egyptian church
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Dr. C. Hammoud, Master Herbalist, PhD,
guarantees satisfaction. Helps to maintain healthy skin
from the inside simply by cleansing the blood, instead of attacking the 
skin from the outside with creams or washes. * This makes sense. 
Usually you can see how it benefits your skin within days. * Many 
people wrote they were surprised how fast it worked. Lots of testimo-
nials from pleased users on our Bell website. There is absolutely no 
risk for trying Dr. Hammoud’s product.

Last couple of years I tried everything. Results with Bell Skin Dis-
orders #60 were unbelievable. I have beautiful skin again. Thanks for 
giving back my selfesteem. Nelisa Royer, 28, Doral, FL  My mom 
bought Bell #60. I was skeptical. It did work quickly and better than 
anything else. Christopher Seraphin, 14, Brooklyn, NY.  It worked. I 
no longer have to hide at home, because I was ashamed to be seen. 
Agnes Casillas, 60, New York, NY Can wear again dresses that 
are backless. My skin looks fantastic. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Yvette Maclean, 40, Lodi, CA  I was trying everything for 
years and nothing worked. I felt physical and emotional pain having to 
hide. Finally I found your Bell #60. I’m so grateful and impressed about 
how fast it worked with amazing results. Eulalia Isabel Sanchez Martin, 
30, Brampton, ON Skeptics can call everybody. All are real people like you or your friends.

Here is proof that snoring can be corrupting your health and your 
marriage. Three out of 10 couples are considering divorce because 
of snoring says a major magazine article. You are not alone! An of-
ficial survey says 48% of all people snore. 75% are affected, if you 
add non-snoring husbands that have snoring wives or vice versa. 
Snoring is caused by slack muscles in the throat. A common com-
plaint is that people feel that they are not well rested in the morn-
ing. Many people wrote they are now sleeping like a babies. Their 
partners are delighted. This natural health product Sound Sleep #23 
usually helps the first night. No side effects.

College professor had lack of good sleeps with many inter-
ruptions for last 8 years that made her tired during the day. Within 
3 days taking Bell Sound Sleep #23 the terrible snoring stopped. I 
wake up feeling refreshed and energized. I can concentrate in a 
focused, happy manner. I feel delighted with this natural product. 
Dr. Anele E. Heiges, 77, New York, NY  A life changing product. 
The very first night I took the capsules and every night after I had a 
restful and wonderful sleep. It has been a God send and blessing. I 
am by nature a skeptic. The money-back guarantee convinced me 
to try it. Jimmy Pay, 53, Gardendale, AC 3 Years on Bell Sound 
Sleep #23. My wife and I are entirely satisfied. Snoring episodes 

have completely disappeared. This has improved our lives enormously. Leo Fortin, 60, St-Georges, QC 
 Basically you saved my husband’s life. For the last 5 years my husband had very bad nights. Bell 

#23 was nothing short of a miracle. I have my husband back. No more snoring. No more napping during 
the day. I am telling all our friends. Bonnie Johnson, 64, Wichita, KS My life changed.  Sleep now 7-8 
hours. I am a retired college professor and author of books. I have no more need to nap during the day. 
Nothing I tried helped until I started Bell Sound Sleep. I am so delighted with this product I would like to 
make motivational speeches to help others. Carmen V. Caruso, 66, Ann Arbor, MI On the Bell Website we 
list phone numbers or email addresses of actual users of this product and all other Bell products. Most 
are delighted to talk about their relief.

CLEAR SKIN

SNORING? 
As recommended by Dr. Gifford-Jones M.D.

#60

#23
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Developers and city offi cials 

marked the opening of the Bar-
clays Center arena with a sym-
bolic ribbon cutting last Friday, 
touting it as a “big win” for Brook-
lyn — but mask-clad protestors 
slammed those same big wigs for 
failing to provide enough jobs to r 
borough resients.

Mayor Bloomberg — who 
shared a court-side stage with 
developer Bruce Ratner and Bor-
ough President Markowitz — 
cheered the 18,000-seat basketball 
arena as an economy-stimulating, 
culture-boosting venue that puts 
Brooklyn on the map.

“Brooklyn has arrived,” 
Bloomberg said. “It’s a great day.”

The towering, rust-colored sta-
dium — which will soon host Nets 
games at Atlantic and Flatbush av-
enues — is the centerpiece of Rat-
ner’s controversial Atlantic Yards 
mega-project, which has been the 
 subject of lawsuits ,  protests , and 
 even documentary fi lms .

On Sept. 22, Ratner told more 
than 100 members of the media 
that the arena would enrich the 
lives of Brooklynites and employ 
thousands of people.

“It’s a defi ning new model for 
the role sports and entertainment 
arenas can play in communities,” 
he said.

He then used a three-foot 
long pair of scissors to snip a 
purple ribbon in front of the 
basketball court as confetti 
shot into the air.

Other speeches included 
plenty of hoops terminology — 
think “slam dunk,” “victory,” 
and “cheerleader” — as reporters 
perused tables of miniature crois-
sants and muffi ns.

But outside the media gather-
ing, some Brooklynites weren’t 
cheering.

A handful of protestors — clad 
in bobblehead-style masks of the 
developer and project-supporting 
politicians — staged a satirical 
performance, claiming project 
honchos backed out of promises to 

provide enough jobs.
“They’re ripping off Brook-

lyn,” said project mega-opponent 
Daniel Goldstein, who  accepted a 
$3 million buyout after the state 
condemned his Prospect Heights 

home  to make room for the Atlan-
tic Yards development.

He said the second phase of the 
project, which includes building 
residential towers, should be can-
celled and Ratner should be held ac-

countable.
Ratner’s $5-billion project will 

feature concerts from Justin Bieber 
and Jay-Z.

Markowitz noted those big-name 
artists and exciting shows will help 

brighten the future of the borough.
“For every entertainer who 

comes, it will be a crowning 
achievement — because they get 
to say they made it to Brooklyn, 
USA,” he said.

CENTER OF ATTENTION

OPEN FOR BUSINESS: (Top) Visitors to the new Barclays Center 
were surprised to learn that the ultra-modern building had an ocu-
lous. (Left) A few hecklers protest the opening. (Above) Developer 
Bruce Ratner, Borough President Markowitz and other dignitaries 
offi cially open the new arena.  
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do more graffi ti on top of it,” 
Mele said.

Members of the NYPD’s 
Anti-Graffi ti task force 
would not comment for this 
story. Calls to the 68th Pre-
cinct were not returned by 
press time.

Continued from Cover

Vandalism

erty will not become a part 
of the city’s plan.

“What the city is doing 
is with the city’s land,” Bul-
lard said, pointing out that 
the Economic Development 
Corporation is actually 
looking to develop the pair 
of tracts next door to his on 
W. 15th Street between Surf 
Avenue and Bowery Street, 
and between Bowery Street 
and the Boardwalk. “Our 
land is still our land.”

Bullard, who  has been 
blasted for halting Coney Is-
land’s resurgence  by refus-
ing to develop or sell prop-
erties like the long-vacant 
Shore Theater, purchased 
the Thunderbolt site in 1985 
as part of a plan to rebuild 
the legendary Steeplechase 
Park. 

That plan fell through, 

but now the city’s Economic 
Development Corporation 
wants new rides, games, 
and other attractions on an 
adjacent site where the Wild 
Mouse, a single-car coaster 
torn down in the late ’70s, 
and the Magic Carpet, a 
funhouse full of papier-ma-
che fi gurines once stood.

“The reestablishment 
of a dynamic amusement 
area is a vital step towards 
realizing the vision of a re-
imagined Coney Island,” 
the organization said in its 
request-for-proposals.

Longtime Coney Island 
boosters say they can’t wait 
to see new rides rise in Co-
ney. 

“There is nothing bet-
ter that could go on those 
pieces of land than a major 
roller coaster,” said Dick 
Zigun, Coney Island’s unof-
fi cial mayor,  who once sug-
gested the city use its power 
of eminent domain to take 

property away from Bull-
ard . 

“Luna Park should go 
from the Cyclone to the 
Parachute Jump,” Zigun 
said.

Bullard said several peo-
ple are interested in scoop-
ing up the Thunderbolt site, 
but a sale wasn’t imminent. 

“We have some people 
kicking the tires,” said Bul-
lard.

The Thunderbolt, built 
in 1925, was the brainchild 
of famed ride designer John 
Miller. The ride thrilled vis-
itors for more than 60 years 
and ran right over the Kens-
ington Hotel, which served 
as the fi ctional former home 
of “Annie Hall” protagonist 
Alvy Singer. 

Former Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani ordered the der-
elict roller coaster demol-
ished in 2000, a move a fed-
eral court later declared 
illegal.

Continued from Cover

Coney

The entrepreneur and 
his right-hand man Louis 
Salazar started listing the 
prices for all the items — 
including ceramics, woven 
place mats, carved animal 
fi gurines, among other 
Mexican wares — in both 
dollars and pesos. For ex-
ample, a piece of black pot-
tery from Oaxaca is listed 
as selling for $295 or 3,835 
pesos. 

There’s nothing illegal 
about accepting pesos, as 
long as the store still pays 
the sales tax based on the 

dollar amount. 
“The law says you can’t 

refuse U.S. dollars, but it 
doesn’t say you can’t accept 
other kinds of money,” said 
Salazar.

Currently, pesos trade at 
about 13 to one against the 
dollar, meaning that 100 pe-
sos are worth about $8. 

Salazar said his em-
ployees don’t worry about 
checking the exchange 
rates every day and that, 
unless something drastic 
happens, the prices will 
stay as they are inside the 
tiny store, which opened 
this summer.

“It’s not like we’re the 
Gap and selling thousands 

of dollars in merchandise,” 
said Salazar, who admitted 
he feared critics would blast 
the business move as anti-
American — but has ob-
served no backlash so far. 

Only a few people have 
paid in pesos, but Shrem 
and Salazar are hoping that 
more customers will use 
Mexican currency as the 
word spreads. 

Bob Provazano is one 
customer who already 
taken advantage of the peso 
policy. 

“I always bring 1,000 or 
2,000 pesos back with me, 
so it’s great to be able to buy 
something with the money I 
have left over,” he said.

Continued from Cover

Pesos

Danny Mandell, a skater 
who lives nearby and was 
fi lming the party. “It’s 
very cool that it’s here. 
And the cops don’t really 
bother us.”

However the installa-
tion of the makeshift skate 
structure was delayed 
several days after plan-
ners spotted a squad car 
parked in the lot near Lo-
rimer Street earlier this 
month.

“The fi rst thing we 
[saw was] a cop car parked 
right at the bank guard-
ing it. Sketchy,” the skate 
company Polar — which 
helped organize the party 
— wrote on its Instagram 
page. “Sorry boys, we tried 
our very best to make it 
happen.”

But after that setback, 
the skaters got to work 
constructing a new fi x-
ture with two banked 
slopes connected by a met-

al-edged ledge — the larg-
est skate-able object in a 
parking lot where wood-
pushers have long used 
dollops of concrete to turn 
support beams into small 
ramps.

Mandell said there’s a 
chance that the scale of the 
new construction might at-
tract some unwanted atten-
tion from the city, though 
that didn’t stop a group 
dubbed I Am Your Villain 
from throwing the ramp’s 
launch party with Con-
verse, Thrasher Magazine, 
and Wythe Avenue’s KCDC 
skateshop.

Skaters say the ramp 
isn’t a burden for neigh-
borhood drivers, claiming 
that even though it spans 
three parking spaces it 
doesn’t completely ob-
struct any of them.

“You can’t let fear rule 
you,” said Mandell. “Any-
way, it’s totally out of the 
way.”

The Department of 
Transportation, which 
oversees the parking lot, 

says it has not received 
any complaints about the 
ramp.

So far, skaters and driv-
ers seem to be doing a fi ne 
job sharing the space. In 
the midst of the party, a 
middle-aged man in a sil-
ver Mercedes E350 cau-
tiously drove toward a 
group of skaters in the cen-
ter of the parking lot. He 
fl ashed his lights and they 
stopped, moved out of his 
way, and waved as he drove 
by — then got back to their 
tricks. 

The skate structure 
seems like a hit for now, 
but Jean-Francois Taillon 
— a member of a Montreal-
based crew that frequently 
comes to Brooklyn to help 
lay concrete — says DIY 
skate spots in the United 
States tend to have short 
life spans compared to 
those built elsewhere in 
the world.

“We need to make the 
most of it and enjoy it be-
fore they take it down,” 
said Taillon.

Continued from Cover

Skater

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN: The city demolished the legendary Thunderbolt roller coaster in 
2000.

DOLLARS AND PESOS: Like the many fusion restaurants that have popped up around the city, 
Escondido is banking on people who like melding cultures in their pockets. 

“NOOB”: One resident said she 
witnessed a group of young 
boys spray-painting their tags 
on trees on 70th Street be-
tween Narrows Avenue and 
Colonial Road.Co
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-559-6992 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
1117 57th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219
www.kellerchirony.com

718.559.6992
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.
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