
Oct. 7, 2012

Your Neighborhood — Your News®Oct. 21, 2012

A CNG Publication  Vol. 1  No. 24 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COMA CNG Publication  Vol. 1 No. 30 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
To make it in this bor-

ough, you need a stiff upper 
lip — and thankfully McK-
enzie Santiago is here to 
help with that.

The 29-year-old Bush-
wick entrepreneur keeps 
the borough’s hirsute men 
furry and itch-free with 
her Brooklyn-centric line 

of mustache waxes.
“A lot of guys 

are into buying 
mustache wax 
these days,” said 
Santiago, who also 
makes facial serum 
and tattoo balm under 
the name Brooklyn Groom-
ing.

The mustache mousse 

was originally a 
spin-off from her 
women’s line 
Pretty Monsters, 
but it quickly 

became her best 
seller.
Over the past few 

months, the line has grown 
to include three distinctive 

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Forget Don Quixote, how about 

Donkey Kong?
The Brooklyn Public Library 

is luring kids to its branches with 
more than ink and paper these 
days by inviting tech-savvy teens 
to play video games.

More than a third of the li-
brary’s 60 branches 

now host gam-
ing programs 
for kids, even 

though experts 
say video games are  a 

cause of the decline in 
reading and book cul-

ture .
But Library offi cials say just 

by getting kids through the doors, 
it’s winning a major battle.

“I don’t know if ‘Guitar Hero’ is 
going to get kids to read Dickens, 
but that’s not the purpose of it,” 
said Steven Lamonea, a librarian 
and supervisor at the Cortelyou 
branch. “It’s about maintaining a 
connection to the library.”

Evidently it’s working; the 
weekly “PlayStation Gaming 
Hour” is the Cortelyou library’s 
most popular weekly program for 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The city will stop funding 

Williamsburg’s Swinging 
Sixties Senior Center, har-
kening the demise of a gath-
ering place for the bingo set, 
a popular upstairs day-care 
center, and a hub for North 

Brooklyn neighborhood ac-
tivism since 1974.

The Ainslie Street senior 
center and the attached Small 
World day care didn’t make 
the cut for public money next 
year after the city adopted a 

Continued on Page 12
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Activists: Mud is the answer
BY KATIA SAVCHUK

Throwing mud into the Gow-
anus Canal is the secret to clean-
ing the dirty waterway, environ-
mental activists say. 

Mud balls packed with mi-
crobes that eat toxins and secrete 
nutrients can reduce pollution 
from raw sewage and make heavy 
metals less harmful, allowing na-
tive plants and animals to return 
to the putrid viaduct, according to 
the Masters of Succession Collec-
tive.

If the group gets its way, hun-
dreds of volunteers will lob thou-
sands of microbe-laced mud balls 
into the canal.

“It’s going to be an eating 
frenzy with the sludge,” said 
Dee Dee Maucher, who heads the 
group and pitched the idea at  a 

TEDx event in DUMBO last Sat-
urday .

The baseball-sized mud balls 
would contain a cocktail of ben-
efi cial bacteria found in yogurt, 
cheese, and beer dubbed “EM–1.” 
Often used to speed composting, 
the microbes consume organic 
material and produce enzymes, 
vitamins, and antioxidants that 
feed other organisms.

A 32-ounce bottle of the stuff 
sells for $30 at Home Depot, and 
although the water-cleaning mi-
crobes can be poured into the ca-
nal directly, the group says mud 
balls are more effective and more 
fun — increasing community par-
ticipation in cleanup efforts while 
educating Brooklynites about nat-
ural ways to fi ght pollution.

Continued on Page 14
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HIT ME: Emanuel Zirpoli, 93, 
must fi nd somewhere else to 
play cards.

SCRUBBING MUDDLES: Dee Dee Maucher thinks mud balls like this one can 
help clean the Gowanus Canal. 

No senior center 
for old W’burg men

Lip service for hipsters

Game on 
at boro’s 
libraries!

GOWANUS 
DIRT BALL 
CLEANSE

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014
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BY COLIN MIXSON
If you want a job done 

well, do it yourself.
That’s the campaign 

platform of a bipolar grand-
father from Midwood, who’s 
so fed up with “pandering” 
one-note politicians that 
he’s looking to run for the 
state Assembly himself 
next month as a write-in 
candidate.

Retired Wall Street 
trader Allan Feinblum, 
73, said he’d like to see top-
ics other than same-sex 
rights addressed — like 
de-stigmatizing mental 
disorders, revising the na-
tional prison system, and 
supporting more senior 
centers.

“Everyone who’s run-
ning says they want to re-
peal gay marriage, but 
they’re just pandering for 
conservative votes,” said 
the maverick, whose name 
won’t appear on the ballot, 
but whom people can sup-
port by fi lling in his name 
when they cast their votes.

Feinblum’s also none 
too happy about incum-
bent Assemblyman Ste-
ven Cymbrowitz allegedly 
sidestepping the contro-
versial mosque being built 
on Voorhies Avenue that’s 
in the lawmaker’s district, 
which includes Brighton 
Beach, Gravesend, and 
Manhattan Beach.

“The assemblyman’s 
been asked why he didn’t 
speak out, and he said that’s 
not my area,” Feinblum 
said, claiming that he would 
be involved in any issue in-
volving civilian rights if he 
won. “If I was elected and 
it’s an issue that involves 
people’s rights, I don’t care 
where it is.”

Cymbrowitz didn’t re-
turn calls seeking com-
ment.

Feinblum vowed to fi ght 
on for the rights of people 
affl icted with mental disor-
ders.

“Recovery is possible, I 
am an example of that suc-
cessful struggle to be fully 

functional,” he said.
Incarcerated folk would 

also have a champion in 
him.

“Those people are going 
to come out some day, and 
they’re not getting the treat-
ment they need to function 
in society,” he said, adding 
that as assemblyman, he 
would make sure that senior 
centers were fully function-
ing as well, and stuffed with 
programs.

“So that retired seniors 
can enjoy life after giving 
all they had as soldiers de-
fending our freedom over-
seas,” he added.

Feinblum admits he’s a 
wild card on a ballot that 
includes Independent Party 
candidate Ben Akselrod 

and Republican-Conserva-
tive Russell Gallo, but that 
his experience in the school 
of hard knocks makes him 
the better candidate.

“I held the same job for 
30 years, I raised a family, 
I participated in elections, 
and now I’ve retired,” said 
the grandfather of four who 
has been married for 50 
years. “But I’m not satisfi ed 
with my representation. I 
want to expose my views.”

But policy wonks think 
Feinblum should just throw 
in the towel.

“There’s a higher proba-
bility of Mars colliding with 
Earth than a non-party can-
didate winning the elec-
tion,” said political analyst 
Hank Sheinkopf.

Write-in candidate wants to unseat ‘panderers’

MR. FEINBLUM GOES TO ALBANY: Allan Feinblum is asking voters 
to elect him as a write-in candidate. 

Midwood grandpa 
runs for Assembly 
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
 Brooklyn’s native son 

opened the Barclays Cen-
ter  — and the borough’s fa-
vorite daughter made it feel 
like home.

Barbra Streisand made 
a triumphant return to 

the borough where she 
was born on Oct. 11 and 13, 
waltzing through a crowd-
pleasing mix of pop clas-
sics and show tunes in her 
fi rst-ever show in Brook-
lyn. 

There was schmaltz, 
glitz, and plenty of Brook-
lyn moxie as an older le-
gion of fans fi lled the arena 
to see the Funny Girl, who 
became the second super-
star to headline the new 
arena following rapper 
Jay-Z.

With guest stars includ-
ing teen opera trio Il Volo, 
trumpeter Chris Botti, and 
Streisand’s son, the fi lm-

maker and singer Jason 
Gould — plus the backing 
of a dynamic orchestra that 
handled the many style 
changes with aplomb — the 
eight-time Grammy Award-
winner belted out tunes 
such as “The Way We Were” 
and a medley of “Rose’s 
Turn,” “Some People,” and 
“Everything’s Coming Up 
Roses.”

And the former Wil-
liamsburger and East Flat-
busher proved she still 
knows her way around the 
borough with a rendition of 
“You’re The Top” rewritten 
to include plenty of Brook-
lyn references.

 The 70-year-old music 
icon  went through three 
costume changes during 
the concert — showing 
off a black sequined skirt, 
vest, and blazer; a black 
sequined cape emblazoned 
with “Brooklyn” on the 
front and “Streisand” and 
the number 24 on the back; 
as well as a red empress 
number.

And she wasn’t the only 
superstar in the house.

The Barclays Center was 
a feast of celebrity sight-
ings, with stars like Regis 
Philbin, Sting, and Ralph 
Lauren checking out the 
concert.

Barbra fi lls the Barclays Center — twice!

BORN IN BROOKLYN: Barbra Streisand in 1965, when her Broad-
way show “Funny Girl” played a short distance from where she 
grew up in Flatbush. 

MAUVE MOOD: (Left) In a sea of purple lights, Streisand wowed the Barclays Center crowd last Thursday 
night. (Above) Fans lined up outside the arena before the show. 

STREISAND 
COMES HOME
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GOTHA M

CITY
 8-Ball League Every Monday Night. 

Tri-state Amateur 9-Ball Tournaments held every month. 
Ladies Night: Every Thursday, ladies play free after 8pm.

Megabucks 9 ball amatuer league every Wednesday. 
Full line of cue cases, supplies, books, and DVDs.

We do tip repairs onsite. 

$3.00 off pool time with this ad
Minimum 1 hour of pool time.

gothamcitybilliards.com

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Halloween came early 

for Bay Ridge’s pooches — 
and their owners.

Some 600 dog-lovers 
dressed up their furry 
best friends and brought 
them to the Narrows Bo-
tanical Gardens in Shore 
Road Park on Oct. 14 for 
the Canine Costume Con-
test — the main event of 
the greenspace’s 13th an-
nual Harvest Festival. The 
tail-wagging contestants 
dressed as bats, dolls, 
fairy tale characters, and 

SITTING PRETTY: (Above) Baby the teacup Maltese dressed as 
a furry fl ier of the night for the Doggie Costume Contest. (Be-
low) Japanese chins Thor, Lola, and Pearl dressed as characters 
from”Little Red Riding Hood.”  

Costumed canines compete 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Cops have connected a 

21-year-old Gravesend resi-
dent to two violent crimes 
in Southern Brooklyn, offi -
cials said.

Investigators allege that 
Faisal Shafi  broke into a 
Bay Parkway home near 
86th Street at 3:15 pm on 
Sept. 12 and assaulted a 
47-year-old woman inside 
before ransacking the resi-
dence of cash and electron-
ics.

Cops say Shafi  surfaced 
again on the morning of 
Oct. 1, when he forced his 
way into a Bay Ridge home 
on 73rd Street near Seventh 
Avenue and attacked and 
robbed a 41-year-old woman.  

Police said the women 
sustained minor injuries and 
needed medical treatment.

They were quick to iden-

tify Shafi  as their attacker, 
who police say lives near 
Stillwell Avenue.

Investigators said Shafi  
is 5-foot-10 and weighs about 
150 pounds. He has black 
hair and brown eyes.

Anyone with information 
regarding Shafi ’s where-
abouts is urged to contact 
CrimeStoppers at (800) 577-
8477 or by logging onto the 
CrimeStoppers website at 
www.nypdcrimestoppers.

SUSPECT: Police are looking for Gravesend resident Faisal Shafi  in 
connection with a pair of robberies 

Police: Help fi nd this violent thief

The source for news in your 
neighborhood:
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Faculty immersed in Salesian Spirituality Presence of 20 Visitation Sisters Federation of 4 Visitation Schools in the United States Georgetown, Washington D.C., 
Mendota Heights, Minneapolis St.Paul, St.Louis Missouri, Brooklyn N.Y.
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“Be Who You Are And Be That Well.”  St. Francis de Sales
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 for best-dressed doggie in Brooklyn
even politicians.

Sarah Zorn brought her 
dog, Rowdy, as Brooklyn 
Beep “Barky Barkowitz” — 
and took home the prize for 
“Most Hilarious Costume.”

“It’s a great time every 
year. And my dog looks for-
ward to all the adulation,” 
she said.

Botanical Gardens 
Board of Trustees vice 
president Linda Dahl said 
there were also prizes for 
“Most Imaginative Cos-
tume,” and “Best Owner-
Canine Coordinated Cos-
tume” for those who chose 
to wear matching outfi ts 
with their pups.

“The whole idea of fi rst 
and second prizes just 
went out the window,” 
Dahl said.

Board president Richie 
Haugland said his group 
created the doggie dress-
up competition because so 
many of those who helped 
found the garden in 1995 
were Fido fans.

“The whole thing got 
started by dog walkers who 
used the park and were 
sick of all the cans and de-

GOURDS AND GHOULS: (Above) Nine-year-old Hallie Giannopoulos 
shows off her costume with pooch Crystal, while (below) 4-year-
old Olivia Treadwell of Bensonhurst shows off the pumpkin she 
painted and decorated with her mother.

bris that were left there, 
and so they started pull-
ing up weeds and picking 
up trash, and it just snow-
balled from there,” said 
Haugland. 

“So we decided to do a 
canine costume contest to 
honor the dogs, the real 
founding fathers of the 
Gardens.”

Haugland said each year 
the board partners with 
a different local business 
to help run the competi-
tion. This year, it was Paws 
Truly at 76th Street and 
Third Avenue.

“They did a phenom-
enal job, handling the reg-
istrations and everything,” 
Haugland said.

But there was fun at 
the Harvest Festival for 
humans, too: kids got to 
paint and decorate pump-
kins that Three Guys from 
Brooklyn — at the corner of 
65th Street and Fort Hamil-
ton Parkway — donated to 
the event.

“It’s a real hoot,” said 
Haugland of the event. 

“We should do it twice a 
year.”

DOLLS: Chico the chihuahua dressed as Raggedy Andy, while own-
er Stella Panzarino dressed as Raggedy Ann.
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J A C K  W E I S S M A N

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

We call our office State-
of-the-Art Dentistry 
because we keep 

our technology and 
techniques up-to-date 
to provide you the best 
experience possible. We 
accommodate families 
of all ages with strict 

sterilization techniques.

718.339.7878

Your smile is our priority.

PROVIDING QUALITY, AFFORDABLE CARE

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection 
of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Midwood’s “Make Out 

Lane” is fi nally free from 
the ravages of sex-crazed 
teens — thanks to a com-
plete city makeover spurred 
by a series of articles in this 
paper.

The quiet stretch of 
Olean Street between E. 
22nd and E. 23rd streets, 
a secluded and overgrown 
block with no sidewalks 
that had been a favorite of 
teens looking to hook-up for 
years, received a full over-
haul from the city —  and 
residents say it’s like living 
on a new block .

“It has been cleaned 
up and it looks good,” said 
Ralph Del Priore, a resi-
dent of the stretch. “People 
are not complaining any 
more.”

Offi cials from a number 
of city agencies collaborated 
to take care of the block; the 
Parks Department came out 
and pruned the trees that 
had canopied the stretch 
and  weeded the street and 
cleaned it.  

Residents said taking 
care of the overgrown trees, 
and in the process, uncov-
ering a few hidden street 
lamps, was a big step to-
ward scaring off the riffraff 
that had tormented neigh-

bors for years.
Now they hope the va-

grants, loiterers, and trash-
dumpers that used to fre-
quent the block  will take 
the message seriously . 

“We’re too open now, and 
that’s exactly what we were 
hoping for, to take away that 
little hideout,” said Del Pri-
ore. “But they have to un-
derstand we’re just like any 
other street. We’re going to 
be vigilant and we’re not go-
ing to forget about it.”

Del Priore, who is one of 
many neighbors that made 
up an ad-hoc task force from 
the block that petitioned the 
city for changes with the 
help of Councilman Mike 
Nelson (D–Midwood), said 

the next step would be work-
ing with the Department of 
Transportation to build a 
sidewalk on the street. 

The Department con-
fi rmed that it was consider-
ing the proposition.

“The block is being ana-
lyzed for potential inclu-
sion in a future capital re-
construction project,” said 
spokesman Nicholas Mos-
quera. 

Residents promised they 
had no problem with kids 
being kids — they just didn’t 
want their  sex lives to begin 
on their block anymore .

“I’m sure they’re going 
to fi nd other spots or what-
ever. They will do what they 
will,” said Del Priore.

Neighbors are overjoyed after clean-up

BRAND-NEW BLOCK: Olean Street denizens (from left) Nelson Soto, Erica Cohen, and Ralph Del Priore 
are ecstatic the city cleaned up their quiet — but overgrown — block.

City turns lights on 
at ‘Make Out Lane’

FIND A NEW PLACE TO MAKE OUT!: Apparently some folks haven’t 
given up on Olean Street’s status as “Make Out Lane.” 

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
El

iz
ab

et
h 

Gr
ah

am



O
CT. 21, 2012, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

77

BY ELI ROSENBERG
In Hollywood, it’s based on a 

true story. In Brooklyn, it is a true 
story. 

A DUMBO fi lmmaker is work-
ing on a documentary about the 
real-life events that inspired the 
Ben Affl eck blockbuster “Argo” 
— a miraculous story about a sci-
ence fi ction script used by the CIA 
in a ploy to rescue six Americans 
in Iran during the 1979 hostage 
crisis.

And unlike the Affl eck ver-
sion, director Judd Ehrlich says 
his movie will tell the truth and 
nothing but it.

“A lot of people go into a fi lm 
like ‘Argo’ thinking that it is based 
on a true story, but it does have 
a lot of fi ctionalized elements,” 
said Ehrlich, who is making “Sci-
ence Fiction Land” through his 
 Flatbush Pictures studio on Jay 
Street . “But we’re not making a 
political thriller.”

Ehrlich’s story focuses specifi -
cally on the script that CIA offi -
cer Tony Mendez used as part of a 
rouse to spring the hostages.

And it’s a tale screenwriters 
couldn’t make up if they tried.

With  the help of makeup guru 

John Chambers  — who made 
disguises for the CIA in addition 
to his Academy Award-winning 
career working on productions 
such as “Planet of the Apes” and 
“Star Trek” — Mendez procured 
a big-budget script that had been 
scrapped (incidentally, a gran-
diose science fi ction production 
called “Lord of Light” that in-
volved some of Hollywood’s fi nest 
minds and even inspired plans for 
a spin-off theme park in Colorado 
before collapsing spectacularly 
amidst corruption probes).

By having the six trapped 
Americans — who were hiding in 
the Canadian embassy — pose as 
a crew of fi lmmakers working on 
the script, Mendez was able to get 
them out safely.

But it’s the characters behind 
this most improbable of scripts 
that Ehrlich wants to highlight 
—  people like Jack Kirby , the 
legendary comic book illustra-
tor who brought to life such char-
acters as the Fantastic Four, the 
X-Men, and the Hulk, and did 
designs for the production, and 
Barry Geller, a young inventor 
who wrote the screenplay based 
on a Roger Zelazny book.

Both were major players who 
got the short shrift in “Argo,” Eh-
rlich says.

“There’s a responsibility to 
make sure these people get the 
recognition they deserve,” Eh-
rlich said.

“Argo,” which has been  well-
received by fi lm critics , features 
bold names including Affl eck, who 
acted in and directed the movie, 
Bryan Cranston, and John Good-

man, and revolves around the dra-
matic elements of the Americans’ 
escape.

Ehrlich is more interested 
in the story behind the story — 
such as how and why the “Lord 
of Light” script and theme park 
went bust.

“Some people have raised the 
question of whether the CIA was 
involved,” said Ehrlich. “It’s un-
derstandable that a Hollywood 

fi lm would not get into the com-
plexities of the story, but we have 
the ability to explore things more 
deeply.”

The fi lmmaker has  set up a 
Kickstarter page  to raise the fi -
nal $50,000 he says he will need to 
complete the picture.

“Unless you’re Ken Burns, it’s 
the type of stuff you have to do to 
make documentaries,” said Eh-
rlich.

Ehrlich is not the fi rst to tackle 
elements of the story from a non-
fi ctional perspective.

Documentarian Errol Morris 
 did a piece on Tony Mendez for 
a series  called “First Person,” in 
2000, and  a 2007 story in Wired 
magazine  — which “Argo” even-
tually purchased the rights to — 
depicted much of the tale in nar-
rative form.

But he says his fi lm will tell an 
urgent and original story.

“It goes back to the notion of a 
big Hollywood fi lm as opposed to a 
grassroots effort,” he said. “When 
you dig into this story it really 
is stranger than anything that 
Hollywood could come up with. 
It’s like a true-life science fi ction 
fi lm.”

DUMBO director up against ‘Argo’
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TRUE STORY: Brooklynite 
Judd Ehrlich (left) is keeping 
Hollywood honest with a docu-
mentary based on the same 
real-life events that inspired 
the critically acclaimed Ben 
Affl eck fi lm “Argo” (above). 
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THE NEW AORTIC ANEURYSM CENTER
OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK

SETTING THE STANDARD FOR MEDICAL EXCELLENCE

718-438-3800

Enrico Ascher, M.D. 
Professor of Surgery 

The Most Modern 
Minimal Invasive Techniques

To Repair Dangerous Aneurysms
(Ballooning Of The Arteries)

In The Abdomen & The Chest

Internationally Recognized Vascular Surgeon, 

Dr. Enrico Asher 

Is Leading The New Aortic Aneurysm Center 

And Offers His 25 Years Of Experience Dealing With 

Complex Aortic Aneurysmswww.vascularnyc.com

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
A proposed zoning change at two 

beloved Park Slope schools is draw-
ing a thick line across the neigh-
borhood — leaving parents on one 
side celebrating less crowded class-
rooms, and moms, dads, and prop-
erty owners on the other side fear-
ful they might not make the cut.

The city is considering creating 
new maps that determine which stu-
dents get coveted spots at PS 321 and 
PS 107 — two perennially packed el-
ementary schools that are so popu-
lar many parents move to the fam-
ily–centric neighborhood just so 
their kids get guaranteed seats.

The new Department of Edu-
cation plan would shrink the ar-
eas zoned for both top-notch grade 
schools by about 10 blocks to reduce 
classroom crowding.

Areas left out of PS 321 include:
• The blocks bounded by Fourth 

and Fifth avenues between First 
and Fifth streets.

• The blocks bounded by Third 
and Fourth avenues between First 
and Sixth streets.

• The blocks bounded by Seventh 
Avenue and Prospect Park West be-
tween Fourth and Fifth streets.

The areas nixed from PS 107 are:
• The blocks bounded by Sixth 

and Seventh avenues between 11th 
and 14th streets.

• The blocks bounded by Eighth 
Avenue and Prospect Park West be-
tween Windsor Place and Prospect 
Park Southwest, 

The rezoning will not affect 
students who already attend the 
schools, and it will not be imple-
mented before fall 2013, the Depart-
ment of Education says.

Under the plan, yet-to-be-enrolled 
students nixed from the PS 321 zone 
will attend a new elementary school 
slated to open on Eighth Street and 
Fourth Avenue.

Students cut out of the PS 107 
zone will attend PS 10 in Windsor 
Terrace, according to  PS 107 prin-
cipal Eve Litwack , who supports 
the mapping proposal as a lesser of 
two evils.

“My school can’t keep accommo-
dating students at the rate we are go-

ing — we are at a loss,” Litwack said.
Park Slope parents say they are 

torn by the proposal.
“It’s not a bad idea to help with 

crowding — but, for those of us who 
live west of Fifth Avenue, it’s a bum-
mer,” said Alana Fishberg, a PS 321 
parent who hopes the plan will help 
the school stay “so fabulous,” but un-
derstands nobody wants to see his or 
her kid shut out.

The proposal,  which was intro-
duced by District 15’s Community 
Education Council , comes after 
Park Slope parents for years wor-
ried that  classes at PS 321 were too 
jam-packed .

That’s part of the reason why 
some parents are cautiously opti-
mistic.

But real estate agents and Park 
Slope home hunters are feeling little 
less hopeful.

“I just talked to a couple that was 
literally signing papers for a home 
west of Fifth — and they stopped 
midway through,” said PS 321 par-
ent coordinator Marge Raphaelson. 
“That’s how crazy this is.”

SCHOOLYARD BRAWL: Some Park Slope parents are ecstatic about a 
plan to reduce crowding at PS 321 (above) and PS 107 (below) by shrinking 
the areas the coveted schools draw from — but others who moved to the 
neighborhood for its great elementary schools are outraged. 

Are you in or out?
Proposed school maps tearing Park Slope apart
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In both men and women these conditions are caused by, 
or worsened by, the lack of suffi cient testosterone, and 

all are almost always signifi cantly helped or 
eliminated by testosterone replacement. Testosterone has been available 
by prescription for fi fty-seven years. Testosterone replacement is safe and 

effective in both men and women.

Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE
❖ Fatigue?
❖ Anxiety?
❖ Depression?
❖ Type II Diabetes?
❖ Vascular Diseases?
❖ Weight Gain?
❖ Confusion?

❖ Weakness?
❖ Osteoporosis?
❖ Shortness Of Breath?
❖ Lost Interest In Sex?
❖ Lack Of Self-Esteem?
❖ Lack Of Motivation?
❖ Poor Self-Confi dence

❖ Coronary Disease?
❖ Erectile Dysfunction?
❖ Sexual Discomfort?
❖ Lost Sexual Feelings?
❖ Heart Failure?
❖ Menstrual Cramps?

Testosterone defi ciency treatment 
is covered by most insurances.

Get your testosterone level checked!!!

Martin Slavin, MD

718-444-7040

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A man lost his life af-

ter a grisly stabbing in an 
unfi nished Williamsburg 
condo building on Tuesday 
morning, investigators say.

Firefi ghters responded 
to a call at 8:30 am and 
found an unresponsive His-
panic man in his mid-30s 
with a stab wound to his 
neck on the second story 
of the construction site 
at Bedford Avenue and S. 
Fourth Street.

The man was taken to 
the hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead on ar-
rival, according to police.

While investigators 
would not release the vic-

tim’s name, friends in the 
neighborhood said the man, 
who was from Honduras, 
went by the nicknames of 
“Harley” or “Nini” and was 
a day laborer who frequently 
squatted in the building.

“He came in here all the 
time,” said Juan Rodriguez, 
who runs the Los Sures Deli 
across the street. “He was a 
nice guy. He kept to himself. 
He never stole anything.”

Harley was one of many 
men who would stand under 
the Williamsburg Bridge 
overpass in the mornings 
and wait to get picked up for 
jobs, said Rafael Duran.

“I never knew him by 
name, but I saw him here 

all the time,” Duran said.
Neighbors wondered how 

something like this could 
happen in a community 
that has seen far less crime 
in recent years, but they all 
agreed that the seemingly 
abandoned condo project in-
vites trouble.

Williamsburger Car-
rington Morris said work 
began on the building in 
the late aughts, but quickly 
came to a halt.

“When the economy 
crashed, all the bulldozers 
were up, and they were sud-
denly just frozen like dino-
saurs,” she said. “It’s been 
sitting here like this ever 
since.”

SCENE OF THE CRIME: A man died after suffering a stab wound to his neck inside an unfi nished condo 
building on the corner of Bedford Avenue and S. Fourth Street. 

STABBING AT 
STALLED SITE
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
A Bronx–based non-profi t wants to open 

a 170-bed homeless shelter on a residential 
block of Carroll Gardens — but neighbors 
fear a cramped facility will encourage 
troubled folks to loiter nearby.

 Aguila Incorporated  plans to offer sin-
gle adults housing in a fi ve-story building 
on W. Ninth and Court streets to “help less 
fortunate individuals fi nd a better quality 
of life,” according to a letter the group sub-
mitted to Community Board 6.

But residents contend the proposal is 
unsafe and unfi t for the family-centric 
neighborhood, partly because the shelter 
will likely allocate each dweller a space 
about the size of a large offi ce cubicle.

Experts in the fi eld say roughly one-third 
of the building — which was originally 
designed as a condo development — will 
likely go toward common areas, sparking 
fears among neighbors that cramped per-
sonal quarters could push shelter dwellers 
outside, and bring panhandling and drug 
use to the neighborhood.

“It’s a little scary if they end up roam-
ing the streets,” said neighbor and father 
James Dimoca. “I know this sounds selfi sh 

— but there are an awful lot of young fami-
lies around here.”

Other residents and business owners, 
some of whom  are circulating a petition to 
protest the plan , suspect the shelter will be-
come a stain on the newly cleaned-up area, 
which is  just steps from the Brooklyn–
Queens Expressway on one side and hot 
new businesses such as the much-buzzed-
about eatery Buttermilk Channel on the 
other.

“This end of Carroll Gardens has just 
recently started to improve with new shops 
and restaurants opening — [the shelter] 
negatively impacts this area’s ability to 
continue to improve,” neighbor Janet Zim-
merman wrote on a petition. 

Aguila’s chief executive offi cer Robert 
Hess —  a former New York City Depart-
ment of Homeless Services commissioner  
— didn’t return two calls seeking comment 
on Monday.

But homeless advocacy groups not tied 
to the project say the amount of planned 
per-person space — roughly 100 square feet 
per inhabitant not counting common areas 
— is livable, so long as Aguila uses smart 
spatial planning.

“If [residents are] not com-
fortable they’re going to leave 
at all times during day and 
night,” said Neil Donovan of 
 the National Coalition for the 
Homeless . “But some of that 
can be relieved by the physical 
nature of the place.”

Donovan ran a 1,700-bed 
shelter in Boston with nearly 
the same amount of space re-
served for each dweller as the 
Carroll Gardens plan — and it 
functioned fi ne, he said.

It helped that he made use 
of bunk beds, new walls, and 
curfews, which he claims 
helped eliminate potential loi-
tering problems.

“You need a game plan,” 
Donovan said.

Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Carroll Gardens) echoed 
that idea, saying the problem 
with Aguila’s vision is in the 
details — or lack thereof.

“[It] includes no plans for whether the 
shelter would have adequate space and ser-

vices — or how it could work for its resi-
dents or its neighbors,” he said. 

Carroll Gardens residents fi ght planned homeless housing

DON’T GIMME SHELTER: Carroll Gardens residents oppose a 
plan to turn this vacant condo building into a homeless shelter 
with 170 beds. 

SHELTER SCUFFLE
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BY NATALIE O’NEILL
Neighbors want to push 

back the closing time of 
Cobble Hill Park following 
a mini-ticket blitz that left 
late-night visitors facing 
costly summonses.

Cobble Hill residents are 
fi ghting to move the park’s 
curfew from 9 pm to 10 pm 
amid complaints that cops 
are issuing tickets for harm-
less after-hours activities 
in the greenspace, which is 
bounded by Congress, Clin-
ton, and Henry streets and 

Verandah Place.
Civic leaders say the pro-

posed rule change will en-
sure neighbors aren’t penal-
ized for using a park path as 
a shortcut home or tossing 
a bag of dog poop in a park 
trash can after 9 pm — ac-
tions that reportedly left at 
least two neighbors footing 
hundreds of dollars of fi nes.

“I was surprised to learn 
the tickets were $250 — peo-
ple have come forward to 
say it’s ridiculous,” said 
of the Glenn Kelly of Com-

munity Board 6, which re-
cently met with members of 
the Cobble Hill Association 
to discuss the issue.

The later hours will 
likely decrease the number 
of summonses, Kelly said.

After  years of confl ict  
 over curfews in Cobble Hill 
Park , neighbors requested 
increased enforcement 
inside the greenspace fol-
lowing  a knife attack out-
side the park in August  
and complaints about drug 
deals and occasional public 

sex inside it.
Offi cers at the 76 Pre-

cinct say they are working 
to fi nd the sweet spot be-
tween too much enforce-
ment and not enough.

“We’re not looking to 
storm in fi ve minutes after 
closing then start writing 
tickets — but we have to 
enforce the rules fairly and 
across the board,” said De-
tective Paul Grudzinski. 

He added that cops are 
simply doing their due dili-
gence by responding to re-

ports that “crime and bad 
things” have plagued the 
park in recent months.

Parks Department 
spokeswoman Meghan Lalor 
said the agency is waiting for 
a formal request from CB6 
before pushing back the clos-
ing time — but police are al-
ready giving it a thumbs-up.

The proposed 10 pm clos-
ing time would put the park 
in line with nearby Carroll 
Park’s curfew, which makes 
patrols easier for cops, 
Grudzinski said.

NIGHT FIGHT: Melissa Slattery 
and her pup Cyclone want the 
park to stay open later.

Squabble at Cobble Park over late-night hours
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children, librarians said.
And the kids were loving 

it on a recent Wednesday af-
ternoon, when nearly two 
dozen put their names on a 
list to play “Guitar Hero” 
and patiently waited their 
turn in a book-free area 
where they watched other 
kids get their game on.

Funding for many of the 
programs comes thanks to 
a two-year New York State 
Family Literacy grant that 
hands over more than $80,000 
to the library — $39,800 for 
the fi rst year, and $45,000 for 
the second, expiring in June.

And it’s becoming par 
for the course for libraries 
in the modern age.

“It’s somewhat common, 
though I wouldn’t say every 
library has it,” said Jenny 

Levine, a strategist at the 
American Library Associa-
tion who runs a blog about 
librarians in the digital age, 
called the  Shifted Librarian . 
“Most libraries have had 
things like chess for decades, 
so in many ways this is just 
an extension of that. I don’t 
think that anybody would 
argue that text literacy is the 
end point [for libraries].”

In Brooklyn, the Cor-
telyou branch is joined by 
the Bushwick and Claren-
don branches, which have 
Wii programs, in addition 
to branches in Coney Is-
land [1901 Mermaid Ave. 
near W. 19th Street], Sunset 
Park [5108 Fourth Ave. at 
51st Street], Bay Ridge [7223 
Ridge Blvd. at 73rd Street], 
Mapleton [1702 60th St. at 
17th Avenue], as well as the 
Central Library [10 Grand 
Army Pl. at Flatbush Ave-
nue], which all have regular 

Continued from cover

Games

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

LOBSTERS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

3 $30F
O
R

 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS 

EACH

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

SHRIMP  
AND  

CLAMS TOO

JORDAN’S CLAM BAR
LOBSTER DINNER SECIAL

$2000
+TAX

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER
STEAMED OR BROILED

KEY LIME PIE, CHOCOLATE 
CAKE, OR CHEESECAKE

1-800-404-CLAW

EXP 
10/31/12

EXP
10/31/12

VIDEO REVIEW: Angel Tochimani, 11, at the controller of a video 
game at the Cortelyou branch of the Brooklyn Public Library, 
which is luring kids through its doors with the promise of free 
game time.
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youth video game programs.
“We’re hoping to get a 

Wii,” said Lamonea, whose 
branch only has a PlaySta-
tion right now. “Libraries 
are about both education 
and entertainment.”

Libraries aren’t the only 
bibliophiles trying to entice 
kids with video games.

Publishers have long at-
tempted to attract kids — 97 
percent of whom play some 
type of electronic game, ac-
cording to studies — to the 
reading world through  video 
games that are extensions 
and supplements to books . 
And plenty of games have 
even  been turned into books . 

But not everyone is en-
tirely sold on the idea.

“Libraries do have a 
quasi-educational purpose,” 
said National Book Asso-
ciation executive director 

Harold Augenbaum. “Books 
and video games are differ-
ent narrative systems. Book 
learning has been around 
two or three thousand years, 
but with video games there’s 
still a ways to go to use them 
effectively for educational 
purposes.”

Video games can help li-
braries get to speed in the 
modern age, supporters say.

“Today’s teens are so 
connected to technology 
and it’s important that we 
offer programs that re-
late to them,” said library 
spokesman Jason Carey. 
“These programs attract 
youth who might not other-
wise not visit the library.”

The Library sticks 
mostly to sports games and 
others like Guitar Hero, 
avoiding more violent fare, 
according to Lamonea.

NO STRINGS ATTACHED: Gary Russell plays the video game Guitar 
Hero II at the Cortelyou Road Library in Ditmas Park. 
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114 Bay Ridge Avenue  718-833-8865  www.casapepe.com
*Not valid with any other offers

$40 Dinner For Two
off the Mexican side of the menu

SHARE AN APPETIZER,
PICK TWO ENTREES & 

SHARE A DESSERT!

presents

MEXICAN MIDWEEK
SPECIAL

Monday - Thursday

Price Fixed Menu
Includes 

Beverage, Entree & a Treat

GREENHOUSE CAFE LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sun. Nights

Valet Parking

917-379 -9388 Call For Music Schedule

Includes: Appetizer, Entree, Dessert & Coffee
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY

Complete Dinner Menu
                        $2500

p.p. + tax and gratuities

Cappuccino Café
7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn

718-989-8951
Free Delivery

$795

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Williamsburg Demo-

cratic district leader Lin-
coln Restler has met his 
match.

A hand recount in the 
tight election for the little-
known party position came 
to an end on Tuesday night, 
when the Board of Elec-
tions certifi ed Community 
Board 1 chairman Chris 
Olechowski as the winner 
by a margin of just 19 votes.

Judges ruled that 
Olechowski received 6,037 
votes to the incumbent’s 
6,018 — and 48 ballots were 
tossed out as invalid.

The candidates were 
neck-and-neck after the 
Sept. 13 primary, triggering 
a manual recount because 
they fi nished less than half 
of one percent apart in an 
automatic tally.

Olechowski had a  lead 
of over 200 votes on election 
night , but that total fell af-
ter absentee ballots backing 
Restler were counted.

Restler — who took offi ce 
two years ago in a narrow 
victory that also required 
a recount — painted him-
self as a “reformer” bent on 
taking down former Demo-
cratic party boss and As-
semblyman Vito Lopez (D-
Bushwick).

That call took on urgency 
when Lopez staffers accused 
the powerful pol of sexual 
harassment, putting the 
spotlight on the otherwise 
obscure party race.

Olechowski had Lopez’s 

backing, but the neighbor-
hood activist tried to dis-
tance himself from the As-
semblyman after his alleged 
actions came to light, call-
ing them “reprehensible.”

Both candidates have 
positioned themselves as 
agents of change in North 
Brooklyn, with Restler tout-
ing his accomplishments 
in helping secure parkland 
and community gardens in 
the neighborhood.

Olechowski framed him-
self as a warrior fi ghting 
against the forces of gentri-
fi cation.

Neither Restler nor 
Olechowski returned calls 
for comment on Wednesday 
afternoon.

Voters haven’t necessar-
ily seen the last of Restler 
when it comes to the race. 
He has the right to take the 
fi nal count to court, where 
lawyers could discuss the 
invalid ballots, as well as 
any they deemed controver-
sial during the recount.

LEADER OF THE PACK: Chris 
Olechowski is Williamsburg’s 
new Democratic district leader. 

Re-count puts Olechowski in, Restler out 

BY ANTHONY SMITH
Park Slope’s famous pink brownstone 

will lose its polarizing, Pepto-Bismol hue, 
city offi cials decided on Monday.

The new owners won permission to add a 
coat of brown paint to the landmarked home 
on Garfi eld Place, which has been an object 
of curiosity and an icon of Park Slope quirk-
iness since 1971, when the city included the 
rosy residence in a historic district — effec-
tively setting the odd color choice in stone.

That is, until its buyers requested per-
mission to make the building match the 
rest of the block, according to Landmarks 
Preservation Commission spokeswoman 
Lisi De Bourbon.

“There are a lot of mixed emotions about 
the decision to paint the townhouse brown,” 
she said. “We [considered] whether those 
changes will be consistent with the color 
of the buildings around it, and whether the 
changes will be consistent with the history 
and the architecture of the building that’s 
being repainted.”

The new buyers, who acquired the home 
between Polhemus Place and Fiske Terrace 
for $2.2 million, did not return repeated re-
quests for comment.

But the broker who represented 95-year-
old seller Bernie Henry — the man who 
painted (and even repainted) the home pink 
— said the color didn’t stand in the way of 
the building’s sale.

“It’s such a beautiful house with such a 

great location, so the color is really not a 
problem,” said Rachel Aylward of Brenton 
Realty. 

Tacky or twee depending on your per-
spective, the home was certainly eye-catch-
ing — and that was a good thing, according 
to long-time Park Slope resident and artist 
Jonathan Blum. — with Natalie O’Neill

COLOR ME WRONG: Park Slope’s famous pink 
brownstone will no longer be pink.

City says it’s okay for Slope’s 
pink brownstone to lose blush
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more stringent application process, ac-
cording to Swinging Sixties director 
John Pelle, who fears seniors will lose 
their connection to the outside world 
once funding runs up in January.

“I think a lot of them will stay at 
home and be reclusive,” said Pelle. “Or 
they’ll wander the McDonalds or the 
grocery store.”

Pelle said the Conselyea Block Asso-
ciation — a group that runs the seniors 
center and the day care — sent in the 
requests for funding for both programs 
just as it had every year since 1974.

But this time, the Department for 
the Aging and the Administration 
for Children’s Services rejected both 
bids, imperiling the programs and the 
long-time home of Community Board 1 
meetings and other Williamsburg civic 
functions.

Swinging Sixties accommodates be-
tween 90 and 110 seniors daily, offering 
free oatmeal and $1.50-lunches and a 
safe environment where they can play 
bingo and pool with their friends, or get 
help navigating the labyrinthine world 
of health insurance and social security 
benefi ts.

Those services, plus rent, add up 
to $550,000 per year — all of it coming 
from the city.

Much of the $920,000-budget at the 
Small World day-care comes from the 

city, though parents of the 160-some 
students who attend pre-school and af-
ter-school programs contribute some 
cash by paying on a sliding scale based 
on income.

Councilwoman Diana Reyna (D-
Williamsburg) managed to secure 
funding for the day-care through June, 
but her staff says the city must be more 
pragmatic when it comes to budgeting 
for seniors and kids.

“The city is emphasizing competitive-

ness and cost-effi ciency over community 
roots and experience working with the 
elderly and children,” said Reyna spokes-
man Malcolm Sanborn-Hum.

The Department for the Aging says 
the Swinging Sixties Senior Center lost 
out in a legally required bidding compe-
tition intended to maintain high-qual-
ity content at city-funded programs.

“Like all the proposals submitted, 
Swinging Sixties’s proposal was re-
viewed by an independent panel,” said 
spokeswoman Jeanette Reed. “The re-
sult was that the agency did not win an 
award based on the competition in that 
district.”

An Administration for Children’s 
Services spokeswoman says the deci-
sion to reject the day care bid came after 
the agency evaluated all proposals “us-
ing an objective set of criteria.”

Williamsburgers are launching a 
fi ght to win the cash back, led by CB1 
member Jan Peterson, who fought to 
open the senior center in the late ’60s 
and early ’70s.

“This is the living room of the com-
munity,” she said. “This is a vulnerable 
senior population. They want to save 
money, but is this cost-effective?”

Sonny Scali, 75, a regular for the 
past seven years, is shocked his favorite 
hangout will close. 

“I feel very depressed,” he said. 
“This is only two blocks from my 
house. To go to another center, I’ll 
have to take a bus or two. My legs 
don’t keep me up any more.”

Continued from cover 

Senior center

under-nose waxes, each with a scent inspired by a differ-
ent Brooklyn neighborhood.

• Williamsburg is fi lled with virile, woodsy men — 
and its wax features ylang-ylang, cedarwood, vanilla, 
and anise. 

• Red Hook is quiet and passionate — evoking carda-
mom, bargament, bayleaves, and elemi.

• Fort Greene is lively and full of music — best repre-
sented by the scents of juniper, bergamot, lavender, and 
rosemary.

And all of those places, she says, are full of mustaches 
that need to be tamed.

“I’m from Brooklyn and my line is from Brooklyn, so 
I thought it would be cool to pay homage to the different 
neighborhoods,” said Santiago, who approached each 
community with an open nose and spent time conduct-
ing scent research. 

The product directly markets itself to Brooklyn’s 
beardos, using the terms “hipster,” “old school,” “or-
ganic,” and “vegan” on a section of the website indexed 
by search engines.

The wax tins even feature early 20th century–style 
fonts that design experts might describe as ironic — and 
they retail for $22 for two ounces on the internet at  brook-
lyngrooming.com .

For now, Santiago has no plans to expand the line 
— but if she were to, which neighborhoods should she 
choose and what should they smell like? Tell us online 
at BrooklynDaily.com!

Continued from cover

Mustache wax maker

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2012 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

AIN’T GOT NO SWING: Agnes DiGruccio 
and John Pelle won’t be able to keep their 
programs open next year if a plan to stop 
their funding goes through. 

WAX ON: McKenzie Santiago makes mustache wax for the mod-
ern, old-school, hirsute man.

Leaders of the collec-
tive hope to raise $3,000 and 
gather volunteers to make 
100,000 balls — enough for 
one year of cleaning.

Doing the same with liq-
uid microbes would require 
more of the costly cocktail 
applied in regular inter-
vals — adding $15,000 to the 
price tag.

To keep costs down, plan-
ners are seeking partner-
ships with local breweries 
that could host fund-raisers 
and provide mud ball ma-
terials. Eventually, they 
imagine mud balls being 

sold in vending machines 
or cafes along the canal.

The proposal emulates 
a 2009 cleanup in Ma-
laysia, where more than 
18,000 people chucked 1.2 
million mud balls into pol-
luted rivers. Within seven 
months, sludge thinned 
visibly and some aquatic 
life returned,  according to 
one report .

But some residents fear 
microbes would do little 
to clean a waterway that’s 
 fl ooded with raw sewage 
during storms  and is  so 
dirty it actually has gonor-
rhea .

“You would have to 
constantly dose it with mi-
crobes,” said Marlene Don-
nelly of Friends and Resi-
dents of Greater Gowanus. 
“It’s not a fi x. It would be 

a temporary thing at best, 
and at worst you would 
have to use so much that 
you would make it more 
polluted.”

The Environmental 
Protection Agency de-
clared the canal a Super-
fund site in 2010 and plans 
to dredge fi lthy sediment 
in a cleanup that could 
cost $456 million. But the 
agency ruled out using 
microbes because of the 
severity of the contami-
nation and because they 
would not attack coal tar 
waste, heavy metals, and 
other pollutants.

“There are dozens if 
not hundreds of chemicals 
in the canal,” said Chris-
tos Tsiamis, who heads the 
cleanup. “These microbes 
might affect some of them 

but will not affect the vast 
majority.”

The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency will object 
to the project unless orga-
nizers seek approval, he 
said.

But microbes are worth 
a try, according to biologist 
and mud ball backer Paul 
Mankiewicz.

“Microbes could break 
down anything on Earth, 
anything we make,” said 
Mankiewicz, who directs 
the Gaia Institute and is 
treasurer of the New York 
City Soil and Water Con-
servation District. “Mud 
balls are not the perfect 
solution in and of them-
selves, but they’re worth 
testing and seeing if they 
have an effect even lo-
cally.”

Continued from cover 

Gowanus 
dirt balls
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15 piece Big Band will be performing music from The 
Great American Songbook which includes Frank Sinatra, 

Dean Martin, Glenn Miller and Benny Goodman
Sunday, October 28, 2012 • 2 PM - 5 PM

The Baron DeKalb 
Knights of Columbus

3000 Emmons Ave. (corner of Emmons Ave. and  Nostrand Ave.)
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn, NY 11235

Tickets are $25.00 per person which will include a full sit down dinner and 1 free drink.
Reservations MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE.  Tickets can also be purchased in advance.

To make reservations or purchase tickets please contact: 
Marie Stack 917-841-1617 • www.mariestack.com

Ignore your
eyesight  
and it will  
go away. 
It’s time for your annual eye exam.
Call for an appointment today: 718.252.8333

5403 Kings Plaza Mall 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 
718.252.8333
www.contactlensandvision.com

Inside Lenscrafters

on any annual supply of contact lenses.
Plus, up to $100 in manufacturer rebates
Instant Discount not valid with insurance, discount plans, and 
cannot be combined with other offers. Offer expires 3.31.13.

$30 Instant  Discount

10% Off a Routine 
Eye Exam
Cannot be combined with insurance, discount plans, copays 
and other offers. Offer expires 3.31.13. 

Kings Plaza Mall

Kings Plaza Mall

 Bring in this ad for a

 Bring in this ad for

BY COLIN MIXSON
Vandals smeared 10 

swastikas on two park 
benches in Gerritsen 
Beach’s Dr. John’s Play-
ground, say neighborhood 
graffi ti busters who fear 
that the hate-fi lled wall 
scrawlers will soon return 
to the scene of the crime.

Members of the Coney 
Island-Gravesend Vandals 
Taskforce claim they found 
the graffi ti in the Gerritsen 
Avenue play space near Bi-
jou Avenue on the morning 
of Oct. 10.

“[The vandals] didn’t 
just put one, or two, but 
10 swastikas,” watchdog 
group founder Ron Green-
berg told members of the 
61st Precinct Community 
Council that night. “That 
means they’re going to do it 
again.”

Greenberg said he found 
the anti-Semitic scrawlings 
next to several graffi ti tags. 
One of the tags belonged to 
Greenberg’s arch-nemesis: a 
wall scrawler named ESCO.

“He’s a known vandal,” 
Greenberg said. “I’ve been 
looking for him for a long 
time.”

The vandalized benches 
are next to the basketball 
courts behind PS 277, where 

Dr. John Eleft-
erakis  — a be-
loved Gerritsen 
Beach physician 
the playground is 
named after  —  
attended.

Police said 
they will investi-
gate Greenberg’s 
claims.

This isn’t the 
fi rst time swasti-
kas have popped 
up in Gerritsen 
Beach: the Nazi 
hate symbol and 
the word “Hail” 
 were found on a 
bulkhead  sepa-
rating Devon Av-
enue and Plumb 
Beach Channel 
back in July. 

At the time, 
police said an investigation 
into the vandalism was un-
likely because no one had 
fi led a complaint about the 
graffi ti, a source within the 
61st Precinct told Brooklyn 
Weekly. 

Hate signs found in PS 277 play space

A LESSON IN HATRED: Two benches at Dr. 
John’s Playground in Gerritsen Beach were 
found tattooed with swastikas from seat to 
back rest. 

Swastikas smear 
school playground

BY NATALIE O’NEILL
The philanthropist fund-

ing a $40-million athletic 
facility full of fi xed-gear bi-
cycles in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park is now throwing money 
at an innovative arts project 
in Gowanus — earning him 
street cred as Brooklyn’s 
coolest benefactor.

Joshua Rechnitz — who 
carries the wallet behind 
 Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
headline-grabbing indoor 
bike track project  — now 
wants to turn a sprawling 
industrial building on the 
banks of the Gowanus Ca-
nal into a gallery and studio 
space for artists.

Rechnitz’s not-for-
profit, Powerhouse Envi-
ronmental Arts Founda-
tion, bought the vacant 
former MTA powerhouse 

on Third Avenue between 
Third and Carroll streets 
for $7 million last month, 
saying it will soon become 

a hub for creativity.
“It’s a beautiful build-

ing and he wants to save it 
— to ensure it will be used 
for art in a neighborhood 
where many artists and ar-
tisans live,” said Rechnitz’s 
spokeswoman Maureen 
Connelly.

Rechnitz, who has a 
background in fi lm and ani-
mation, made a splash last 
spring when he pledged the 
largest public park dona-
tion in the city’s history to 
build a bicycle velodrome 
featuring a 200-meter in-
clined track at Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’s Pier 5.

Neighbors are now 
cheering the Gowanus plan, 
calling the fi ercely private, 
bikes-and-art-boosting do-
gooder the coolest patron 
on the planet.

WHEELS IN MOTION: Philan-
thropist Josh Rechnitz — the 
man behind the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park velodrome plan —  
is now funding a multi-million-
dollar arts center in Gowanus. 

Biking millionaire gets artsy
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Dr. C. Hammoud, Master Herbalist, PhD,
guarantees satisfaction. Helps to maintain healthy skin
from the inside simply by cleansing the blood, instead of attacking the 
skin from the outside with creams or washes. * This makes sense. 
Usually you can see how it benefits your skin within days. * Many 
people wrote they were surprised how fast it worked. Lots of testimo-
nials from pleased users on our Bell website. There is absolutely no 
risk for trying Dr. Hammoud’s product.

Last couple of years I tried everything. Results with Bell Skin Dis-
orders #60 were unbelievable. I have beautiful skin again. Thanks for 
giving back my selfesteem. Nelisa Royer, 28, Doral, FL  My mom 
bought Bell #60. I was skeptical. It did work quickly and better than 
anything else. Christopher Seraphin, 14, Brooklyn, NY.  It worked. I 
no longer have to hide at home, because I was ashamed to be seen. 
Agnes Casillas, 60, New York, NY Can wear again dresses that 
are backless. My skin looks fantastic. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Yvette Maclean, 40, Lodi, CA  I was trying everything for 
years and nothing worked. I felt physical and emotional pain having to 
hide. Finally I found your Bell #60. I’m so grateful and impressed about 
how fast it worked with amazing results. Eulalia Isabel Sanchez Martin, 
30, Brampton, ON Skeptics can call everybody. All are real people like you or your friends.

Here is proof that snoring can be corrupting your health and your 
marriage. Three out of 10 couples are considering divorce because 
of snoring says a major magazine article. You are not alone! An of-
ficial survey says 48% of all people snore. 75% are affected, if you 
add non-snoring husbands that have snoring wives or vice versa. 
Snoring is caused by slack muscles in the throat. A common com-
plaint is that people feel that they are not well rested in the morn-
ing. Many people wrote they are now sleeping like a babies. Their 
partners are delighted. This natural health product Sound Sleep #23 
usually helps the first night. No side effects.

College professor had lack of good sleeps with many inter-
ruptions for last 8 years that made her tired during the day. Within 
3 days taking Bell Sound Sleep #23 the terrible snoring stopped. I 
wake up feeling refreshed and energized. I can concentrate in a 
focused, happy manner. I feel delighted with this natural product. 
Dr. Anele E. Heiges, 77, New York, NY  A life changing product. 
The very first night I took the capsules and every night after I had a 
restful and wonderful sleep. It has been a God send and blessing. I 
am by nature a skeptic. The money-back guarantee convinced me 
to try it. Jimmy Pay, 53, Gardendale, AC 3 Years on Bell Sound 
Sleep #23. My wife and I are entirely satisfied. Snoring episodes 

have completely disappeared. This has improved our lives enormously. Leo Fortin, 60, St-Georges, QC 
 Basically you saved my husband’s life. For the last 5 years my husband had very bad nights. Bell 

#23 was nothing short of a miracle. I have my husband back. No more snoring. No more napping during 
the day. I am telling all our friends. Bonnie Johnson, 64, Wichita, KS My life changed.  Sleep now 7-8 
hours. I am a retired college professor and author of books. I have no more need to nap during the day. 
Nothing I tried helped until I started Bell Sound Sleep. I am so delighted with this product I would like to 
make motivational speeches to help others. Carmen V. Caruso, 66, Ann Arbor, MI On the Bell Website we 
list phone numbers or email addresses of actual users of this product and all other Bell products. Most 
are delighted to talk about their relief.

CLEAR SKIN

SNORING? 
As recommended by Dr. Gifford-Jones M.D.

#60

#23


