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SURGING BACK
Brooklynites come together to rebuild after Sandy’s devastation 

The waters have receded, the power is coming back on, and the 
trains are starting to run again — but life in Brooklyn remains 
far from normal.

The storm hit Coney Island, Brighton Beach, Manhattan Beach, and 
Sheepshead Bay the hardest, with the beloved shops and amusements of 
the People’s Playground, the bungalows and high rises of Little Odessa, 
and the historic businesses of Emmons Avenue suffering major blows.

Red Hook and DUMBO are also in bad shape, with merchants, art-
ists, and residents still picking up the pieces. But since the wind died 
down, Brooklynites have banded together to begin the long process of 
rebuilding.

The only lines that rival the gas queues are those of borough resi-
dents waiting to volunteer.

Read more about the catastrophic storm and Brooklyn’s Herculean 
efforts to recover inside.

RED HOOK CONEY ISLAND

MANHATTAN BEACH
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Hurricane Sandy caused 

a lot of damage in Coney 
Island, but it also proved 
Boardwalk advocates’ 
claims that wood is good 
— especially during major 
storms.

Opponents of a city 
plan to  convert all but four 
blocks of the iconic prome-
nade to plastic lumber and 
concrete  said more sand 
was lost under the stretch 
of cement walk near Sea-
Breeze Avenue than un-
der the traditional wooden 
Boardwalk — just as they 
predicted. 

“The storm, which was 
very unfortunate, has 
proven to be a great tool,” 
said Brighton Beach ac-
tivist Ida Sanoff, who  co-
signed a lawsuit against 
the Parks Department for 
not conducting a full study  
on the environmental im-
pacts the cement Board-
walk would have. “We’ve 
said that from day one that 
the impact of storm surges 

on the concrete should be 
evaluated.”

Sanoff said sand piled up 
under and on top of the old 
timber section of the walk-
way when Hurricane Sandy 
hit — but the concrete sur-
face barely has a grain of 
grit on it. 

But there isn’t any sand 
under the concrete walkway 
either, Sanoff explained. 

“Why is there such a 
sharp distinction there?” 
said Sanoff, suggesting that 
the wooden footpath slowed 
down rushing waves, al-
lowing sand to settle un-
derneath. “Obviously 
something different is hap-
pening when the surge hits 
concrete and when it hits 
wood. Where are the stud-
ies?”

Friends of the Board-
walk president Todd Do-
brin, who is also named as 
a plaintiff in the lawsuit 
against the city, said the 
slatted wooden Boardwalk 
fi lters seawater as it re-
treats, letting sand build up 

on top and underneath. The 
concrete section doesn’t 
work that way, leaving 
huge dunes deposited on 
the street behind it.

“The concrete doesn’t 
allow the water to drain,” 
Dobrin said. “The water 
washed over it and right 
onto Ocean Parkway. The 
proof is all over Ocean 
Parkway.” 

Yet many have dis-
missed such claims — as 
well as allegations that 
beach erosion would in-
crease if a concrete Board-
walk is installed.

“This has nothing to do 
with erosion,” said Judge 
Martin Solomon, who re-
fused to hear arguments 
about beach erosion from 
the pro-wood side during a 
recent court hearing. Solo-
mon suggested that jutting 
rock groins would do more 
for stopping erosion than a 
wooden Boardwalk. 

“I battled erosion on 
those beaches for years,” he 
said.

STRADDLING THE LINE: Intrepid reporter Will Bredderman stands over the dividing line between the 
wood and concrete Boardwalk, where there is a noticeable difference in beach erosion. 

SANDY PROVES 
B’WALK FEARS

HURRICANE

Wood Cement

187 State Street (between Court & Boerum)

718-852-1421
Open: Tues-Fri 10am-6:30pm, Sat 11am-5pm
Watch & Jewelry Restoration On Premises!

SATNICK’S  
FINE JEWELRY & WATCHES

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY PROMOTION:

$100 OFF 
Any Purchase of $300 or More*

Check This Ad for Different Weekly Offers As Part of Our Celebration

Win a Destination  
Wedding!*
In U.S. Europe, Bermuda, or the Caribbean

*One $500.00 voucher towards the total price of travel will be awarded and must be redeemed with Jirau Travel-Cruise Planners. All 
sales are final and all Promotions may not be combined with any other discounts or previous sales. Engagement rings, Designer Jewelry, 

antiques/watches, custom orders and special orders are excluded from this sale. Quantities of merchandise are limited and on a first come 
– first serve basis. Lay-a-ways and merchandise bought before Nov. 2nd does not apply to this sale. Sale ends Dec. 25th, 2012.

Saturday Night Dance Parties!

Private and Group Lessons!

159 20th Street
Brooklyn, NY
(718) 637-3216

3009 Avenue J
Brooklyn, NY

(718) 253-0939

$10 OFF with ad when you register for 
new cycle of Group/Private Lessons

www.dancefeverstudios.com

Salsa
Tango
Hustle

Ballroom
Latin
Teacher Training!
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The L train is back!
The Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority 
restored subway service to 
North Brooklyn’s lifeline at 
3 pm on Thursday, ending 
the most arduous week and 
a half many Williamsburg 
and Bushwick rail-riders 
have ever experienced.

Commuters were 
thrilled to hear the L is 
stopping between Broad-
way Junction and Bedford 
Avenue and ferrying strap-

hangers to Manhattan after 
a lengthy closure following 
Hurricane Sandy.

“I’m almost happier 
about this than Obama’s re-
election,” said Comic Book 
Legal Defense Fund execu-
tive director Charles Brown-
stein, who lives off the Gra-
ham Avenue stop. “Almost.”

The heavily traffi cked 
section of the L line was one 
of the last parts of the sub-
way system to return after 
transit offi cials halted all 
trains as Sandy rolled in, 

marking the agency’s sec-
ond-ever preemptive sys-
tem-wide shutdown.

With the L out of com-
mission and the G train 
only returning Wednesday 
morning, North Brooklyn 
straphangers spent the week 
crowding onto jam-packed J 
and M trains to reach Man-
hattan.

Some even walked to 
Queens to take the 7 train 
to Manhattan.

MTA offi cials said it took 
so long to restore service 

to the L because the storm 
fl ooded the 3,400-foot tube 
under the East River with 
15 feet of water.

Williamsburg busi-
nesses are celebrating the L 
train’s return, saying they 
lost thousands of dollars 
while the line was out of 
commission.

“When it’s this many 
days in a row, it really 
hurts,” said Nicole Wil-
liams, co-owner of Five 
Stride Skate Shop on Gra-
ham Avenue. 

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Don’t expect to fi nd or-

ganic kale, artisan cheeses, 
or Greek yogurt in Red 
Hook any time soon.

Fairway Market shop-
pers may have to wait up to 
three months before the su-
perstorm-battered gourmet 
chain reopens following se-
vere fl ooding in Hurricane 
Sandy. 

“There was a tremen-
dous amount of water dam-
age and equipment damage, 
fl oor damage,” said Fair-
way spokesman Bruce Bob-
bins. “The damage was just 
extensive.”

The storm ravaged the 
supermarket at the foot of 
Van Brunt Street, inundat-
ing the fi rst fl oor with sev-
eral feet of water.

The surge was so vi-
cious that store offi cials 
predict it will take be-
tween six and 12 weeks to 
clear out the tainted foods, 
right the toppled shelving, 
clean up the fi lthy debris, 
and restock. 

That’s a long time for 
Red Hook residents to be 
without the neighborhood’s 
beloved grocery store, said 
Community Board 6 dis-
trict manager Craig Ham-
merman.

“The fact that they are 
closed and there are a lot 
of hungry people in the 
community is sad and dis-
turbing,” said Hammer-
man.

“Fairway was providing 

an essential link to healthy 
foods that the neighbor-
hood wasn’t known for be-
fore they arrived — their 
absence is noticeable,” he 
said.

Despite the lengthy 
closure, store officials 
say they will continue to 
employ all of the workers 
from the shuttered Red 
Hook location.

“All 350 employees have 
been transferred to other 
Fairway Market stores 
and we are running shut-
tle buses from Red Hook 
on an hourly basis for 
these employees to get to 
the other locations,” said 
Bobbins.

“No one has been laid 
off.”

You can’t shop at Fair-
way for now — but that 
doesn’t mean the grocery 
store isn’t working to feed 

Brooklynites.
Fairway Market and 

Van Brunt Street’s Home-
town Restaurant teamed 
up to fi ll the bellies of more 
than 300 Brooklynites 
whose lives have been up-
rooted by Sandy, which left 
many locals without power, 
heat, or running water days 
after the storm. 

Locals had their choice 
of a barbecue feast of pork 
and beef ribs, whole beef 
briskets, and pork shoul-
ders, at 454 Van Brunt St. on 
Tuesday.

CLEANUP ON AISLE FIVE: Workers are surveying the damage and cleaning inside Fairway in Red Hook 
after Hurricane Sandy tore through last week. Photos by Paul Martinka

TRAIN PAIN: These straphangers just wanted to get back to Brook-
lyn, but cops only allowed a limited number of passengers on each 
J train departing from Manhattan to reduce crowding. 

Fairway a ways off

W’burg’s train nightmare over

SHOP DROPPED: Sandy didn’t 
just damage Fairway’s inte-
rior — it ripped the door off its 
hinges. 
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Occupy Wall Street is 

now occupied with helping 
Hurricane Sandy victims.

The demonstrators who 
rallied in Zuccotti Park 
have taken to the streets to 
assist Brooklynites suffer-
ing after the catastrophic 
storm by setting up volun-
teer hubs in hard-hit Red 
Hook and Sunset Park, 
where do-gooders can de-
liver donations, organize 
food drives, and aid with 
cleanup.

For a group often criti-
cized as aimless, these ac-
tivists say they were quick 
to act.

“When the hurricane 
started to hit, we mobilized 
our networks and were al-

ready starting to canvass 
to determine what the 
needs were,” said Occupy 
organizer Justin Wedes. 

Occupy members say 
they have dispatched be-
tween 8,000 and 10,000 vol-
unteers to 15 outposts across 
the city — with about half 
of those do-gooders helping 
out in Brooklyn.

And their efforts in 
Red Hook came before 
more-established aid or-
ganizations, such as the 
Red Cross, arrived in the 
neighborhood.

“We have existing ac-
tivist and community lead-
ers in the neighborhoods,” 
said Wedes, who claims 
that the movement’s grass-
roots nature and lack of bu-

reaucracy allow Occupy to 
move faster than other re-
lief groups. “We didn’t come 
from the outside. This is Oc-
cupy emerging from within 
these communities.”

Red Cross spokesman 
Chris Osborne said his orga-
nization is still working to 
get its bearings in the city.

“This is widespread and 
there are all kinds of pock-
ets of communities that 
we are still learning about 
and still trying to serve,” 
said Osborne. “We ask for 
patience.”

Red Hook residents 
are ecstatic that the pro-
test movement has trans-
formed into a relief effort.

“It’s the meet-and-greet 
you hope to never have 

to have, but when you do, 
it’s great to know that 
your neighbors are look-
ing out for you,” said Blee 
George, who has been get-
ting hot meals and supplies 
daily with her 4-month-old 
daughter at the Red Hook 
Initiative — where many 
Occupiers lend their sup-
port.

Since last Tuesday, the 
community center has or-
ganized hundreds of do-
gooders, including many 
Occupy folks, who are 
tasked with cooking or de-
livering hot meals, bring-
ing batteries and other 
non-perishables to neigh-
bors without power, and 
helping residents clean up 
water-logged homes. 

Occupy Wall Street preoccupied with Sandy relief
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It’s traditional Italian 
fare at its finest.

Salvi Italian Restaurant 
recently celebrated its grand 
re-opening. The food is fabu-
lous, and now there’s a new 
ceiling and rug to enhance 
the light-wood surround-
ings, creating a brighter, 
more elegant feel.

There are far too few Ital-
ian restaurants of this cali-
ber remaining in Brooklyn. 
Here, the ambiance is refined 
and unrushed. Food can be 
savored, as great care has 
gone into its selection, prepa-
ration, and presentation. 

Owner Jerry Camarda, 
raised in Italy, salutes his 
heritage by featuring many 
dishes from his hometown of 
Calabria. 

For example, the fusilli is 
handmade, rolled just as they 
do in Italian villages, provid-
ing a consistency that’s thick 
and rich. One of the signa-
ture sauces is a nduja sauce 
of fresh tomatoes and spicy 
salami, a unique Calabrese 
dish, for those who like their 
pasta with a hint of fire. 

Not to be missed is an 

item that makes an appear-
ance as a “special,” — and 
that’s a great way to describe 
it. The burrata is a creamy 
mozzarella, so soft, the tex-
ture is like butter. In fact, 
the name “burrata” means 
butter. From the region of 
Puglia, this incredibly de-
licious fresh mozzarella is 
made of cheese and cream, 
and will melt in your mouth. 
It’s served with thick, sliced 
tomato and a pile of olives, 
all lovingly caressed by 
fresh lettuce leaves. 

Another nice starter is 

fresh asparagus, wrapped 
with thin slices of Pro-
sciutto, dressed with a won-
derful fresh pesto sauce.

Classic appetizers such 
as clams oreganata, fried 
calamari, and shrimp cock-
tail are also offered.

Or, perhaps a hot bowl 
of pasta e fagioli will warm 
your insides, and stir up 
memories of home.

At Salvi, it’s all the lit-
tle touches that contribute 
to the meal. When you are 
seated, you’ll be served a 
plate of bruschetta — lightly 

toasted Italian bread cov-
ered with chopped tomatoes. 
A basket of Italian bread is 
also brought to the table, 
and included in the mix are 
long, slender breadsticks, 
wrapped in paper, some-
thing you rarely see offered 
these days, again whisking 
recollections of yesteryear.

Main courses consist of 
meat and seafood selections. 
Aside from what you’ll find 
on the menu, there’s usually 
a large selection of daily spe-
cials, providing an array of 
possibilities.

A tender sea bass is sim-
mered in a light red wine 
sauce, surrounded by clams 
and mussels. Filet of sole is 
sauteed in a garlic and lemon 
sauce. A red snapper is simi-
larly prepared, with white 
wine, mussels, and clams, in a 
light tomato sauce. No matter 
what your preference, the fla-
vor of fresh seafood shines, as 
when you start with fish this 
good, you can’t go wrong.

Camarda says, “We’ve got 
the best rack of lamb,” and it 
arrives cooked to perfection, 
presented as a crown on plate, 
ready for consumption.

Veal can be prepared any 
style — francese, marsala, 
piccata, or pizzaiola. Clas-
sic sirloin steak oreganata 
is sauteed with garlic, white 
wine, and lemon, topped 
with bread crumbs.

On Fridays, enjoy the 
lobster special — a lobster 
dinner with vegetables, ap-
petizer, and dessert for one 
low price. 

When it’s time for dessert, 
there are lots of good options 
— Italian cheesecake, fresh 
fruit, and homemade tira-
misu. But my favorite is the 

cannoli. The shell is crisp, 
heaping with thick and rich 
cannoli cream that’s oh, so 
tasty. Enjoy it with a hot cup 
of cappuccino, and cherish 
the experience. 

For your listening plea-
sure, there’s piano music on 
Fridays and Saturdays, from 
5:30 to 10:30 pm, and on Sun-
days, 3 to 9:30 pm.

Salvi’s huge dining room 
contains an enormous pic-
ture window that overlooks 
Quentin Road. Tablecloths 
are classic, crisp white, and 
a full bar sits at one side of 
the room. Lovely chande-
liers provide some sparkle, 
as does a mirrored wall.

If a party is on the hori-
zon, know that Salvi Italian 
Restaurant has a catering 
menu, and can accommodate 
up to 90 people.

Salvi Italian Restaurant 
[4220 Quentin Rd. between 
Flatbush and Hendrickson 
streets in Marine Park, (718) 
252–3030, wwww.SalviRes-
taurant.com.] Open Sundays, 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays, noon–11 pm, and 
on Saturdays and Sundays, 
noon–midnight.

B R O O K LY N  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

You’ll want to savor Salvi’s traditional Italian fare

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Surf Avenue merchants 

say Hurricane Sandy 
fl ooded their stores and 
damaged supplies — and at 
least one Coney Island mer-
chant is considering aban-
doning his beloved People’s 
Playground forever.

Businesses owners along 
the amusement district’s 
main drag said fl ood waters 
seeped both under their 
doors and up from their 
sewers when Sandy hit last 
Monday night. 

Merchants say they lost 
thousands of dollars in 
equipment and merchan-
dise — and wonder if they’ll 
ever recover.

“The place is an aw-

ful wreck,” said bar owner 
John “Cha Cha” Ciarcia, 
who reopened his beloved 

watering hole on Surf Av-
enue near Stillwell Avenue 
in February after the city 
kicked him out of his long-
time Boardwalk location 
in 2011. After just a few 
months of operation, fl ood 
waters destroyed the bar’s 
refrigerators, kitchen, taps, 
and interior. “Right now I 
can’t answer the question if 
we’ll be back.”

Other merchants were 
stunned by how much dam-
age Sandy wrought on their 
businesses — but promise 
to reopen. 

“When the water was 
a foot high, I thought it 
couldn’t get any worse. 
When it was two feet high, 
I thought it couldn’t get 

any worse. Sure enough, it 
got to four feet high,” said 
Anthony Russo, co-owner 
of the 105-year-old Gargiu-
lo’s Restaurant on W. 15th 
Street near Mermaid Ave-
nue. Flooding destroyed the 
eatery’s supplies, wine cel-

lar, and refrigeration units, 
said Russo, who hasn’t got-
ten an assessment of all the 
damages, but is talking to 
insurance adjusters and 
representatives from the 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency.

“We’ve had every kind of 
specialist you could imag-
ine in here,” said Russo, 
who plans to have the res-
taurant open for parties by 
Nov. 17. “As much damage 
as salt water can do, you 
can always repair it.”

DIRTY DISHES: Gargiulo’s Restaurant co-owner Anthony Russo shows off his sand-caked china left 
behind after Hurricane Sandy swept through.  MATTED DOWN: Lago Furni-

ture president Liana Stevens 
says Sandy soaked her whole 
stock of beds, cabinets, and 
dressers. 

Surf businesses: 
Sandy crippled us

STORM OF THE CENTURY
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114 Bay Ridge Ave., Brooklyn  (718) 833-8865  www.casapepe.com

40 Dinner 
For Two

off the Mexican side 
of the menu

MIDWEEK SPECIAL
Monday - Thursday

SHARE AN APPETIZER,
PICK TWO ENTREES 
& SHARE A DESSERT!

Authentic Spanish & Mexican Cuisine

FOR NEW TWEEN 
AND TEEN MODELS & ACTORS

Sunday, November 18, 2012

Barbizon of NYC is searching for new models and actors to be trained for 
top licensed agents, managers and casting directors!  Barbizon Models have 

graced the covers of all major fashion magazines, appeared in national  
TV commercials, top teen TV shows,  TV competitions like America’s Next 

Top Model, American Idol, The Voice, and major feature films!

Learn how to walk the runway, how to audition for commercials and more!

APPOINTMENTS SUGGESTED BUT NOT REQUIRED: TO RSVP CALL (212) 239-1110

THIS SUNDAY ONLY:
The New Yorker Hotel
8th Ave. at 34th Street  
(Across from Penn Station)

*Under 18 must be accompanied 
by a parent/guardian

MODELING OF MANHATTAN
LIC. BY NYS ED. DEPT.

Want to help neighbors 
who are suffering following 
Hurricane Sandy?

There are plenty of 
ways to get involved in the 
cleanup and recovery effort 
here in Brooklyn. 

The city needs volun-
teers in all of its storm shel-
ters. Most don’t have phone 
numbers, so volunteers may 
need to show up and fi nd out 
how they can help:

• Park Slope Armory (361 
15th St. between Seventh 
and Eighth avenues in Park 
Slope).

• NYC College of Tech-
nology (300 Jay St. between 
Tillary and Johnson streets 
in Downtown).

• Brooklyn Technical 
High School (29 Ft. Greene 
Pl. between Dekalb Avenue 
and Fulton Street in Fort 
Greene).

• John Jay High School 
(237 Seventh Ave. between 
Fourth and Fifth streets in 
Park Slope).

• IS 136 (4004 Fourth Ave. 
at 40th Street in Sunset 
Park).

• PS 249 (18 Marlborough 
Rd. between Caton and 
Church avenues in Pros-
pect Park South).

• IS 187, 1171 (65th St. be-
tween 11th and 12th avenues 
in Dyker Heights).

• FDR High School (5800 
20th Ave. at 58th Street in 
Midwood).

A map of city shelter is 
available at www. google.
org/crisismap/2012-sandy-
nyc .

The New York Blood 
Center is hosting do-
nation drives — check 
daily to fi nd locations at 
www. nybloodcenter.org .

The Red Hook Initiative 
is distributing hot meals 
and supplies to residents of 
the Red Hook Houses, who 
remain without power. 

To assist those in need, 
drop off fl ashlights, batter-
ies, soap, paper towels, and 
non-perishable food at the 
group’s headquarters (767 
Hicks St. between Hunting-
ton and W. Ninth streets 
in Red Hook), or call (718) 
858–6782.

The Greenpoint Soup 
Kitchen (136 Milton St. be-
tween Manhattan Avenue 
and Franklin Street in 
Greenpoint)  is looking for 
volunteers and donations .

NYCares is matching vol-
unteers with service provid-
ers based on participants’ 
skills and location. Potential 
volunteers should fi ll out the 
form at  newyorkcares.org/
volunteer/disaster .

The Children’s Move-

ment for Creative Education 
is looking for art therapists 
to visit children in family 
shelters. 

Contact Elana Haviv at 
(347) 846–0600 or elana@
childrensmovement.org.

PS 84 Jose de Diego 
School (250 Berry St. be-
tween Grand and S. First 
streets in Williamsburg) 
is collecting school sup-
plies, food, and household 
items for the families of 
children who attend PS 
317 in Far Rockaway. Do-
nations can be made Mon-
day–Friday from 7 am–6 
pm. 

Congregation Beth Elo-
him (274 Garfi eld Pl. at 
Eighth Avenue in Park 
Slope) is looking for volun-
teers and food donation for 
Red Hook. E-mail info@
cbebk.org.

The New York City Coali-
tion Against Hunger is look-
ing for both volunteers and 
donations. See  what kind of 
help they need  at www.face-
book.com/NYCCAH.

Occupy Sandy, the storm 
relief offshoot of Occupy Wall 
Street, is continuing its re-
covery efforts across the city. 

Check www. interoccupy.
net/occupysandy  to see 
where they need help the 
most. — Danielle Furfaro

Here’s how you can assist those in need

GOT YOUR BACK: Volunteers help clean a fl ood-damaged nursery on Van Brunt Street in Red Hook.

HOW TO HELP
40440
FoFoFo
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Price Fixed Menu
Includes 

Beverage, Entree & a Treat

GREENHOUSE CAFE LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sun. Nights

Valet Parking

917-379 -9388 Call For Music Schedule

Includes: Appetizer, Entree, Dessert & Coffee
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY

Complete Dinner Menu
                        $2500

p.p. + tax and gratuities

Cappuccino Café
7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn

718-989-8951
Free Delivery

$795
THE PROCESS 

IS QUICK, 
EASY, 

LEGAL AND 
AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Gluten-Free Pizza and Pasta
Lunch & Dinner Specials

Cucina Italiana
Fine Italian Dining RosaNonna Da

FEATURING
 Upstairs Bar and Lounge Area
 Adult Dining
 Daily Happy Hour 4-7:30 (except Monday)
 Drink Specials

BY MOSES JEFFERSON
Brooklyn’s backyard is 

back.
Much of Prospect Park 

reopened last Saturday, 
days after Hurricane Sandy 
ripped through the green-
space and destroyed more 
than 300 trees, knocked 
down nearly 1,000 large 
branches, and left more than 
100 arbors with hanging 
limbs, park offi cials said.

But the park’s return 
didn’t last long.

City offi cials shut down 
the crown jewel of the bor-
ough’s parks again on 
Wednesday and Thursday 
as a nor’easter dumped snow 
on Brooklyn.

Sandy was the most de-
structive storm in the Pros-
pect Park Alliance’s 25-year 
history, according to the or-
ganization.

“Alliance and Parks De-
partment staffs have been 
working long hours to pre-
pare the park for its reopen-
ing to the public,” said Pros-
pect Park Alliance president 
Emily Lloyd.

Lloyd said the park’s 
recovery comes thanks in 
part to the efforts of volun-
teers from NYC Service, the 
United States Forest Service, 
and U.S. Army recruiters 

from Fort Hamilton.
But some sections of Pros-

pect Park remain off limits.
All woodland areas re-

main closed — including 
Quaker Hill, Lookout Hill, 
the Midwood, Breeze Hill, 
and Willine Hill. Also shut 
down are Nellie’s Lawn, the 
Lincoln Road Playground, 
and Detective Dillon Stew-
art Playground, in the Pa-
rade Grounds.

SEEING GREEN: (From left) Brooklynites returned to Prospect Park 
after the storm-damaged greenspace reopened — and (above) Park 
Slope resident David Eisner and his son, Kaito, 2, managed to fi nd a 
Hurricane Sandy-related souvenir. 

Prospect Park reopens after storm
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Tweets of Roll-N-Roaster’s 

demise have been greatly ex-
aggerated. 

The Twitterverse was 
abuzz with rumors that the 
Emmons Avenue fast-food 
staple was swept away by 
Hurricane Sandy’s rising 

fl oodwaters and fi erce winds 
as the storm raged, but the 
Sheepshead Bay eatery 
proudly opened on Friday, 
sustaining only minimal 
damage.

“We got lucky,” said Roll-
N-Roaster general manager 
Ayet Karce. “There was mud 

and sand so we had some 
heavy mopping to do, but that 
was about it.”

But that’s not what Twit-
ter users said as they relayed 
information about the storm 
to each other on Monday and 
Tuesday.

“Heard from a friend 
that Roll-N-Roaster in 
Sheeps head Bay might be 
gone forever? If so … Infi -
nite sadness,” wrote the in-

accurate social media user.
Fortunately, that Twit-

ter user’s pal was way off the 
mark — and this reporter has 
the full belly to prove it. 

The restaurant lucked out 
as far as electricity was con-
cerned. Merchants between 
Bedford Avenue and Knapp 
Street had power, while busi-
nesses between Bedford Av-
enue and Sheepshead Bay 
Road were left in the dark.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
AND WILL BREDDERMAN

Hurricane Sandy has 
left most of Fontbonne 
Hall’s varsity girls volley-
ball team — and its coach 
— homeless, but the ath-
letes say the games must 
go on. 

All but one of the 11 
players from the Bay 
Ridge school live in the 
decimated Queens neigh-
borhoods of Breezy Point 
and Belle Harbor — which 
Hurricane Sandy hit the 
hardest — as does coach 
Linda Strong. 

Strong and junior 
Casey McDade saw their 
houses go up in smoke in 
the Breezy Point wildfire 
that took out more than 50 
homes, while the rest of 
the athletes suffered ma-
jor f looding, forcing them 
to seek refuge with family 
and friends throughout 
the area. 

It’s been a scary and 
uneasy situation for all 
involved, they say. 

“We just want to go 
home,” said junior cap-
tain Kristin Sullivan, 
who is staying with the 
family of varsity basket-
ball coach Steve Oliver. 
“Breezy is such a close 
community and we all 
love each other.” 

McDade’s mother, 
Amy, echoed Sullivan’s 
anxieties.

“We don’t know where 
we are going to go,” said 
the woman whose family 
— now temporarily relo-
cated on Long Island — 
had to f lee their burning 
home on surfboards and 
a kayak.“Every place we 
call for a rental is taken.”   

School officials left the 

decision to compete in the 
division final up to the 
girls, who opted to play 
ball.

The team showed 
strength and resolve in 
the face of disaster, said 
athletic director Donna 
Schirripa.

“Emotionally, each girl 
is dealing with a different 
tragedy,“ she said. 

“That can be a good 
thing on the court or it 
can become a disaster, 
but they all felt this was 
something they needed to 
do. This is their first step 
forward,” she explained.

There’s comfort in tak-
ing to the court as a uni-
fied team, say the volley-
ballers.

“I just want to be with 
my friends right now,” 
Sullivan explained. “We 
are all scattered every-
where.” 

Families of soccer 
players Cindy Hender-
son, Kristen Corral, and 
Brittany Scheriff were 
also f looded out of their 
homes, said coach Victor 
Popovsky. 

Roll-N-Roaster: We’re still rolling

Volleyball team 
left homeless VARICOSE VEINS

Non-Surgical Alternative for the Treatment of Varicose Veins

Effective New 
Procedures are  
Now Available!
NO HOSPITAL STAY  
OFFICE-BASED  
PROCEDURE
Comprehensive Care  
and Treatment for Most  
Problems Associated  
with Varicose Veins.

Large Varicose Veins
Painful Varicosities
Ulceration and Skin  
Changes
Spider Veins and  
Vericoses

TREATMENTS 
INCLUDE:

Endrovenous Laser
Sclerotherapy
Microphlebectomy

For More Information, Please Call: Dr. Philip J. LoPresti

461 Park Ave. South (@ 31st Street) New York, NY 10016

PLAYTIME’S OVER: Many cur-
rent and former Fontbonne Hall 
volleyball players like Katie 
Lang were left homeless after 
Hurricane Sandy.

STILL ROLLING, STILL ROASTING: Despite rumors circulating on 
Twitter that Roll-n-Roaster was gone forever, the Emmons Avenue 
fast-food staple reopened at 11 am Friday, and the cheese fries 
were delicious!

Ph
ot

o 
by

 S
te

ve
 S

ol
om

on
so

n

Fi
le

 p
ho

to
 b

y 
Br

it 
W

or
ga

n



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

NO
V. 

11,
 2

01
2

8

BY COLIN MIXSON
Manhattan Beach 

should be treated the same 
as Manhattan, Hurricane 
Sandy-ravaged residents 
said on Monday as they 
waylaid Mayor Bloomberg 
on his way to a neighbor-
hood press conference, de-
manding the city restore 
power to houses of worship 
and protect homes from 
looters.

“The city abandoned 
this area and it looks ex-
actly like it did last week,” 
said outraged Manhattan 
Beach resident Eugene Fer-
shteyn, who said that Con-
gregation Shaarey Torah 
on West End Avenue was 
still without power. “I was 
in Manhattan earlier today, 
and it looks like nothing 
ever happened.”

Angered residents 

stopped Mayor Bloomberg as 
he entered PS 195 on Irwin 
Street to hail the Depart-
ment of Education’s repairs 
to the fl ooded-out school, 
which opened on Monday.

Bloomberg tried his best 
to convince the crowd that 
his administration was do-
ing everything possible to 
get New York back on track 
— a hard sell to an audience 

that hasn’t seen power in 
more than a week.

“This is a storm like 
we’ve never had before,” 
Bloomberg said. “We have 
to fi nd a way to work to-
gether. As long as your life 
is not threatened...”

“But it is threatened!” 
a Manhattan Beach resi-
dent fi red back, cutting the 
mayor off.

Fershteyn agreed.
“My home was broken 

into last night,” he said, de-
manded the city better se-
cure the area.

But Bloomberg said the 
NYPD was stretched to the 
limit.

“There’s police every 
place,” the mayor said dur-
ing his three-minute ex-
change before entering the 
school, leaving residents to 
grumble outside.

BY COLIN MIXSON
Emmons Avenue’s 

busi nesses are frozen 
without refrigeration.

The El Greco Diner, 
as well as the Cherry Hill 
grocery inside the his-
toric Lundy’s Restaurant, 
threw out tons of spoiled 
food last Friday as Sheep-
shead Bay businesses 
marked a full week with-
out power and refrigera-
tion.

“We’ve fi lled fi ve 
Dumpsters full of food 
that’s just gone,” said 
Cherry Hill general man-
ager Uzi Mizrahi.

The Dumpster Miz-
rahi refers to is a 22-foot-
long, eight-foot-wide, and 
six-foot-high steel box ca-
pable of bearing 30-cubic-
yards of refuse —  bins 
that are recommended to 
homeowners demolishing 
their garages.

No one was inside 
Cherry Hill at the height 
of Hurricane Sandy, so 
it’s unclear how high the 
water rose in Sheepshead 
Bay’s only landmarked 
structure.

But the building did 
sustain substantial fl ood-
ing, workers say.

Despite the damage, 
Mizrahi says he could 
open immediately — if 
he had power.

“If we had power, we’d 
open right now,” Mizrahi 
explained. “It all depends 
on power. We’ve got a lot 
money riding on our re-
frigerators turning back 
on.”

The El Greco Diner 
near Sheepshead Bay 

Road lost less food — 
workers only fi lled two 
Dumpsters — but it lost 
more in appliances.

The diner’s basement 
— which is stocked with 
a walk-in refrigerator — 
was still inundated with 
eight feet of water on Fri-
day, according to owner 
Peter Venetoklis.

“Once we get electric-
ity, we can start replac-
ing the appliances,” said 
Venetoklis. “The refriger-
ator, compressor; I don’t 
think anything works.”

Still, Veletoklis is in 
remarkable spirits.

“What am I gonna do? I 
can cry into milk, or take 
care of business,” he said.

EXIT POLS: Mayor Bloomberg made a quick exit from PS 195 after 
angry Manhattan Beach residents stopped him on the way inside, 
demanding that the city better secure and restore power to the 
neighborhood.  

DIRTY JOB: Workers at the 
El Greco Diner were forced to 
toss out hundreds of crates 
of food that spoiled when the 
eatery’s refrigerators lost 
power.  

Roberto Aviles, 76, and his wife Altagracia guard their W. 15th Street home from looters with a rusted machete. A week after Hur-
ricane Sandy battered Coney Island, residents say they are determined to stay and protect their homes in the evacuation zones 
— despite ongoing threats from looters.

Sandy a spoiler in 
Sheepshead Bay

Protecting their home

Manhattan Beachers storm 
Mayor Bloomberg with demands

CLEANED OUT: Cherry Hill Gourmet Market inside Lundy’s 
threw out fi ve Dumpsters worth of spoiled food.  

STORM OF THE CENTURY
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In both men and women these conditions are caused by, 
or worsened by, the lack of suffi cient testosterone, and 

all are almost always signifi cantly helped or 
eliminated by testosterone replacement. Testosterone has been available 
by prescription for fi fty-seven years. Testosterone replacement is safe and 

effective in both men and women.

Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE
❖ Fatigue?
❖ Anxiety?
❖ Depression?
❖ Type II Diabetes?
❖ Vascular Diseases?
❖ Weight Gain?
❖ Confusion?

❖ Weakness?
❖ Osteoporosis?
❖ Shortness Of Breath?
❖ Lost Interest In Sex?
❖ Lack Of Self-Esteem?
❖ Lack Of Motivation?
❖ Poor Self-Confi dence

❖ Coronary Disease?
❖ Erectile Dysfunction?
❖ Sexual Discomfort?
❖ Lost Sexual Feelings?
❖ Heart Failure?
❖ Menstrual Cramps?

Testosterone defi ciency treatment 
is covered by most insurances.

Get your testosterone level checked!!!

Martin Slavin, MD

718-444-7040

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Hurricane Sandy’s af-

termath has created a gas 
shortage for the ages that’s 
disrupting commuters and 
businesses throughout the 
borough — and raising tem-
pers in the process.

“It’s an enormous 
pain,” said Sven Wechsler, 
the owner of Sven Mov-
ing in Williamsburg, who 
grounded half of his  four-ve-
hicle fl eet  last week because 
he couldn’t fi nd enough gas 
to fi ll them all. “I was sup-
posed to move somebody 
to Pittsburgh, which I can-
celled, and I stopped doing 
jobs that I can’t do in one of 
my diesel vehicles.”

 Gas stations around the 

borough have been swamped 
with customers for days, with 
many of them running out of 
petrol in a matter of hours.

“Brooklyn’s never not had 
gas like this,” said a worker 
at the Sunoco on Coney Is-
land Avenue in Gravesend.

One Shell station on 
Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill posted a placard in its 
window with a hopeless mes-
sage for professional drivers. 

“Don’t know when the 
gas is coming,” read the sign 
over the cashier’s window.

Waits for gas have ex-
tended up to four hours, 
 causing tension to boil over 
into confl ict at times .

Many gas stations now 
have police chaperones — 
Weschler claimed that one 
of his drivers reported see-
ing a gas tanker with a po-
lice escort. 

WAITING GAME: Gas lines were 
blocks long around the bor-
ough — for those who could fi nd 
a station that still had gas.

Brooklyn pumps 
run out of gas
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IT’S LIKE MAD MAX: Motorists and gas can-toting pedestrians lined up on Fourth Avenue and Union 
Street to fi ll up at this Hess Station. 
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Neither rain nor gale-

force winds nor falling 
trees stopped one Ditmas 
Park bodega from supply-
ing the neighborhood with 
water, milk, smokes, and 
six-packs.

The city largely shut 
down in the midst of Hur-
ricane Sandy, but Salahi 
Deli on Cortelyou Road 
said hello to the storm by 
staying open all night — 
and becoming the neigh-
borhood’s de facto emer-
gency supply center in the 
process.

But that’s just par for 
the course, according to 
owner Mo Salahi.

“We were just trying 
to get people what they 
needed,” said Salahi, who 
says he can’t remember a 
time the store had closed 
in the last 20 years. “If 
they get stuck, we would 
help them.”

Top-sellers were staples 
including bread, milk, wa-
ter, cigarettes, and beer, 
said Salahi.

And the shopkeeper 
says customers kept trick-
ling in all night long — 
even during the worst of 
the windy storm. 

“A lot of people were not 
ready, they didn’t think 

this would be a big deal,” 
said Salahi. 

Neighbors were appre-
ciative as well, like Buzz-
feed editor Ben Smith, 
who noticed the joint was 
open for business as Sandy 

rolled in last Monday.
“Guys at my corner 

bodega said they hadn’t 
closed, for a minute, in 20 
years and won’t today,” he 
tweeted before the storm 
set in.

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
A controversial plan 

to turn a vacant W. Ninth 
Street building into a 
homeless shelter became 
a reality on Tuesday night 
due to Hurricane Sandy.

About 120 homeless 
male veterans who were 
displaced from a Queens 
shelter during the storm 
are receiving temporary 
housing at the building 
between Court Street and 
Hamilton Avenue — where 
the lease-holder intends to 
set up a permanent 170-bed 
homeless shelter despite 
community opposition.

The Department of 
Homeless Services broke 
the news of the hurricane 
shelter to Community 
Board 6 district manager 
Craig Hammerman by let-
ter on Monday, insisting 
it’s only temporary.

“We were told this is go-
ing to be short term, they 
will be out in less than a 
month,” said Hammerman. 

The Institute for Com-
munity Living, which 
operates the storm-dam-
aged Queens shelter, is in 
charge of the temporary 
W. Ninth Street facility.

The arrival of the storm 
shelter comes after neigh-
bors protested a plan by 
Housing Solutions USA, 
which holds the lease on 
the site and intends to 
open the contested, long-
term shelter. 

Carroll Gardens resi-
dents expressed compas-
sion for the displaced 
homeless vets, but echoed 
their angst about the plan 
for a permanent shelter. 

“For veterans on a tem-

porary basis until their 
place is rehabilitated, we 
can do that. Neighbor can 
help neighbor, no doubt 
about it,” said longtime 
Carroll Gardens resident 
Buddy Scotto, 84, who is 
completely opposed to the 
possibility of a permanent 
170-bed homeless shelter in 
the up-and-coming area in 
the shadow of the Gowanus 
Expressway.

“This is the weakest 
part of our neighborhood, 
which means we need to 
strengthen this part of the 
neighborhood, not weaken 
it,” he said.

Neighbor Matthew 
Morettini doesn’t want the 
temporary homeless shel-
ter to become a permanent 
part of W. Ninth Street.

“I understand them 
coming in now since ev-
eryone was displaced with 
the hurricane, but I hope 
that doesn’t mean a fi nal 
decision has been made,” 
he said. “Now it’s just hap-
pening without any other 
input from the commu-
nity.”

The vets coming to W. 
Ninth Street — some of 
whom lost much of their 
belongings to the storm — 
hope their new neighbors 
will accept them.

“I hope the commu-
nity understands that we 
served our country from 
Iraq and Vietnam,” said 
Mike, a 53-year-old Army 
veteran who declined to 
give his last name because 
he doesn’t want to publicize 
the fact he is homeless. “I 
don’t want to be pre-judged 
— we are veterans and we 
deserve respect.”

ALWAYS OPEN: Salahi Deli on Cortelyou Road stayed open through Hurricane Sandy — and its owner 
says the bodega never closes.

Homeless move 
to C’Gardens

Ditmas Park bodega braves storm

NEW NEIGHBOR: Army veteran Curtis Lee, 45, is one of many 
homeless men who moved into a W. Ninth Street building after 
Hurricane Sandy damaged his shelter in Queens. 

Ten fi refi ghters suffered serious injuries after two fi retrucks collided and then rammed a resident’s brick wall on E. 103rd Street 
in Canarsie on Wednesday morning, FDNY offi cials say.
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Kids in Bay Ridge and 

Dyker Heights wouldn’t let 
Sandy interfere with their 
ghoulish traditions!

The boys and girls got 
their fi ll of Halloween 
thrills and chills thanks to 
a pair of events that State 
Sen. Marty Golden (R–Bay 
Ridge) and Councilman 
Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge) sponsored.

Gentile held his fi rst-ever 

Halloween Walk on Oct. 31 
along 13th Avenue from 68th 
to 86th streets, with help from 
businesses along the com-
mercial row. Kids dressed in 
costumes and trick-or-treated 
along blocks decorated with 
different themes — sets that 
ranged from pirate ships and 
western scenes to Star Wars 
and Disney movies. The tykes 
also got to play spooky games 
and ride carnival rides set up 
in parking lots. The pol said 

the event was a blast for chil-
dren and merchants alike, 
and hopes to see it become a 
local tradition.

“Business along 13th 
Avenue is really fl ourish-
ing and this fi rst Halloween 
Walk was a smashing suc-
cess,” said Gentile.

Meanwhile, the impend-
ing storm set back Golden’s 
Haunted Walk in Owls Head 
Park — a 17-year tradition 
the senator picked up from  

predecessor Bob DiCarlo  — 
until Nov. 3. 

Organizer Chip “Festi-
val Guy” Cafi ero and his 
helpers set up creepy stages 
for kids to enjoy, including 
a “Haunted Eye-Scream 
Parlor” — which featured 
ice cream sprinkled with 
eyeballs — a murderous 
Obama-Romney spoof, and 
an alien landscape cour-
tesy of robotics students at 
Xaverian High School.

SOMETHING WICKED: (Above) Marie Patalano dines on an eyeball 
at the Bay Ridge Haunted Walk. (Center) Five-year-old Athena Hi-
otis selects a pumpkin. (Right) Marcus Ramirez takes another vic-
tim — 12-year-old Asker Mazinov. 

Ridge and Dyker celebrate spooky traditions 
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Brooklynites suffering 

in the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Sandy are fl ocking to 
the neighborhood hardest 
hit by the storm — Coney 
Island.

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and 
the Small Business Ad-
ministration have set up 
a center at MCU Park on 
Surf Avenue and are rec-
ommending that anyone 
who sustained damage in 
the storm come by to see if 
they qualify for assistance.

“It’s important for peo-
ple to register with us,” 
said Ken Higginbotham, an 
agency spokesman, who’s 
been deployed to 83 disas-
ters over the years. “We 
don’t want people to pre-
disqualify themselves.”

But some say the agen-
cy’s help fell far short of 
what they needed.

Surf Avenue deli owner 
George Fox said his store 
suffered tens of thousands 
of dollars in damage, but 
all the government offered 
him were a few high-inter-
est loans. 

“If I needed a loan I can 
go to a bank,” Fox said. “It 
seems like they’re running 
a business.”

A Small Business 
Administration spokes-
woman confi rmed that 
the agency only provides 
loans, not grants — but 
said that states had found a 
way to offer grants to busi-
nesses in the past.

More than 25 federal 
employees are providing 
hurricane victims with 
information about emer-

gency relief and federal 
assistance programs, said 
Higginbotham, who is 
predicting a lengthy re-
covery effort for those in 
low-lying, Sandy-scarred 
neighborhoods, which in-
clude Seagate, Manhat-
tan Beach, Red Hook, and 
Brighton Beach.

Many residents will be 
able to apply for taxpayer-
funded fi nancial assis-
tance so they can get tem-
porary housing, repair 
their homes, or purchase a 
new home.

Small businesses can 
borrow up to $2 million 
from the government 
through Small Business 
Administration disaster 
loans.

So far, the lines of peo-
ple needing assistance 
haven’t ebbed, Higgin-
botham says.

“There have been liter-
ally hundreds of people that 
have stopped by here since 
we opened on Friday,” he 
said.

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency has 
a lot of company in Coney 
Island these days. The Na-
tional Guard  is currently 
doing door-to-door sweeps  
of the area and bringing 
food and other staples 
to neighborhoods where 
supermarkets remain 
closed. 

Con Edison has also be-
gun a program that will re-
imburse residents  who lost 
a refrigerator’s worth of 
food when the power went 
out  and didn’t come back 
on for more than 12 hours.
— with Will Bredderman

BY DANIELLE FURFARO

Sandbags weren’t the 
only line of defense 
against Hurricane 

Sandy.
One arts venue on the 

banks of the Gowanus 
Canal, the Gowanus 
Ballroom, used several 
tons of steel in order to 
fi ght the storm surge — 
but to no avail.

“We spent 48 hours 
barricading the build-
ing, setting up pumps, 
sealing everything off,” 
Josh Young said about 
his 15-year-old combina-
tion venue space that has 
its own metal shop. “We 
put 6,000 pounds of steel 
behind the roll gates. We 
made it watertight.”

The hope was that 
the weight of the sculp-
tures would hold down 
the roll gates. But when 
the storm hit, not even 
the largest installation 
pieces could prevent the 
gates from fl ying open.

“The whole roll gate 
just collapsed and a 20-
foot wave of water came 
across the ballroom,” 
said Young. “There were 
welders fl ying and tables 
fl ipping over.”

The Gowanus Ball-
room was one of several 

Brooklyn performance 
venues and galleries that 
were critically damaged 
during the hurricane.

Coney Island USA, 
known for its sideshows 
and burlesque perfor-
mances, was another 
heavily damaged space.

“Our ground fl oor, 
which has our bar, cafe, 
our gift shop, the theater, 
and the dressing rooms 

in it, was all under fi ve 
feet of water,” said unof-
fi cial mayor of Coney Is-
land Dick Zigun. “Every-
thing fell over and fl oated 
and bumped around.”

Luckily, the land-
marked venue had just 
wrapped up its fall sea-
son and is closed for the 
winter. So, they have 
a few months to fi x the 
damage. To that end, Zi-

gun plans to organize a 
benefi t, but that has not 
been scheduled yet.

Galapagos Perfor-
mance Space in DUMBO 
was similarly left under-
water.

“We found seaweed 
under the stage,” said ex-
ecutive director Robert 
Elmes. “The water was 
everywhere.” 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Brooklyn’s fi rst respond-

ers are helping their own.
Volunteer ambulance 

crews from throughout the 
borough are fl ocking to the 
hurricane-wracked Ger-
rittsen Beach Volunteer 
Fire Department station 
house on Seba Avenue, pro-
viding necessary supplies 
to the fl ooded-out squad 
that continues to aid its dev-
astated neighbors.

Rescuers abandoned 
the fi re station on Monday 
night as volunteers scram-
bled to save the station’s 
fi re engine and ambulance 
amidst rapidly-rising fl ood 
waters.

When they returned, 

they found their equipment 
either sodden with salt wa-
ter or missing altogether.

But volunteers don’t be-
lieve the fi re station was 
looted. 

“I’m not going to sit here 
and say we were looted,” said 
Lieutenant Michael Castro 
of the Gerrittsen Beach Vol-
unteer Fire Department. 
“Let’s say some of them 
were borrowed. Some items 
have been returned. But 
we’re used to working on the 
bare bones. We’re not think-
ing about ourselves. We’re 
thinking about them.”

Prior to Sandy’s arrival, 
Gerritsen Beach volunteers 
were able to fortify the 
nearby Blue Star Mothers 

Hall on Seba Avenue with 
sandbags. 

Today, the facility — 
which was relatively un-
harmed compared to other 
parts of Gerritsen Beach 

— has been retrofi tted to 
serve as a supply depot for 
the mountains of coats, 
blankets, food, and water 
that keep pouring in from 
surrounding areas. Most 
of the supplies are being 
brought in by the Flat-
lands Volunteer Ambu-
lance Corps.

“We put a collection to-
gether,” said Marlene Sa-
giv-Bojmal of the Flatlands 
Volunteer Ambulance 
Corp. “We also have a col-
lection going at the base 
right now; anyone who can 
donate clothes, blankets, 
canned goods, water, and 
that all goes directly to 
families hit by Hurricane 
Sandy.”

Flooded venues recover from devastating storm surge

HELPING OUT: Flatlands Vol-
unteers assist their brothers in 
Gerritsen Beach.

PRACTICAL ART: Josh Young, founder of Gowanus Ballroom, used these steel installations during 
Hurricane Sandy to shield off fl oodwaters that poured into the space. 

Vollies help volunteers in need

Fighting Sandy with art

FEMA lands in 
Coney Island
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BOX TOSS: The National Guard passes out prepared meals and 
water in Coney Island last Friday. 
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Bay Ridgites have a new 

neighbor:  a heavily armed 
270-foot U.S. Coast Guard 
Cutter harbored near the 
69th Street Pier.

The Spencer dropped 
anchor in New York Harbor 
on Nov. 2 as its crew of 100 
joined the ongoing Hurri-
cane Sandy relief effort. 

Coast Guard offi cials 
say the vessel is equipped 
with a command center 
and heli-pad for launching 
and coordinating supply 
deliveries — along with a 
three-foot gun turret and 
six 50-caliber machine 
guns on its deck. 

Yet the waterborne peace-
keepers say Brooklynites 
won’t be seeing any display 
of fi repower on this trip.

“It’s another place avail-
able to us so we can deploy as-
sets into the response area,” 
said petty offi cer Tim Tama-
rgo, a Coast Guard spokes-
man. “The ship is strictly for 
response coordination.”

Besides getting food, wa-
ter, and medicine to Sandy’s 
victims, the ship will also 

help guide a fl eet of fuel 
tankers into the harbor — a 
major task, as Brooklynites 
ache for a drop of gasoline. 
The Spencer will also over-
see clean-up sites along the 
New Jersey coastline. 

“Positioning the Spencer 
in New York Harbor gives 

me on-scene command and 
control, supplements units 
impacted by the storm, and 
offers the very best response 
to the people of New York 
and New Jersey,” said the 
boat’s commander, Rear Ad-
miral Dan Abel.

The Spencer has had a 

thrilling career: built in 
1982, it’s been used to cap-
ture drug runners and has 
participated in a number 
of rescue efforts, most no-
tably the search for a miss-
ing airman during the 1991 
N’oreaster known as the 
“Perfect Storm.” 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Somebody should tell 

Mayor Bloomberg that the 
National Guard is already 
here — even though he 
doesn’t want them march-
ing through Brooklyn.

Hizzoner dismissed re-
quests by borough offi cials 
to call in the reserve mili-
tary force to help control 
looting in Sandy-ravaged 
neighborhoods like Coney 
Island — claiming New 
York’s Finest doesn’t need 
the assistance — although 
hundreds of guardsmen 
have been toiling in a 
Brooklyn-Queens task 
force since Sunday. 

But the militia is just 
doing its job, according to 
a spokesman.

“We’re just part of 
the state’s emergency re-
sponse tool kit,” said Eric 
Durr.

Durr said the troops 
aren’t here to keep the 
peace, but to transport 

cops and fi refi ghters in 
military vehicles through 
obstructed roads, estab-
lish food and water dis-
tribution centers, and do 
a door-to-door sweep of 
evacuation zones to check 
on residents. 

Dozens of guardsmen 
helped to evacuate more 
than 250 seniors from 
the Shore View Nursing 
Home in Brighton Beach 
in stretchers and wheel-
chairs after the facility 
lost power yesterday.

Borough President 
Markowitz applauded 
the guard’s arrival, and 
called for the unit to have 
a greater role in helping 
the borough recover from 
the worst storm in recent 
memory, including setting 
up more food and water 
facilities, and helping de-
clog mangled sewer lines. 

“We want them to help 
return people’s lives to 
normalcy,” he said.

AHOY!: The United States Coast Guard Cutter Spencer sailed into the New York Harbor on Nov. 2 to 
assist in the hurricane relief effort. 

THEY’RE HERE: The National Guard has been patrolling Sandy-
ravaged evacuation zones since last Sunday — and recently 
helped evacuate the Shore View nursing home.

National Guard 
now in Brighton

Floating fortress helps out in storm
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Charging up
Coney Island residents still without power charge their cellphones. at an NYPD storm relief station.
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The staff and per-
formers at Galapagos 
spent days frantically 
cleaning up, and were 
ready to have a show 
there fi ve days later.

But there is still 
much to be done. Elmes 
estimates that the venue 
sustained $150,000 to 
$200,000 worth of dam-
age.

“It’s things that audi-

ence can’t see,” he said. 
“If anything, the place 
looks really shiny.”

Galapagos is also plan-
ning to set up a fund raiser 
on Wednesday, Nov. 14, to 
raise money for others who 
were hit by Sandy. 

No matter what hap-
pens, Elmes said the venue 
will persevere.

“Culture can’t get 
knocked down and not 
get back up,” he said. 
“We have to use the 
adversity to push for-
ward.”

Continued from Page 12

Arts venue
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
The Nets kicked off a new era with a vic-

tory over the Toronto Raptors in the fi rst 
major-league home game in Brooklyn since 
1957 — providing a moment of respite for a 
borough still reeling from Hurricane Sandy.

The Nets bounced back from an early 
fi rst quarter defi cit, riding a 27-point perfor-
mance by center Brook Lopez to a 107–100 
win — a victory that whipped fans in the 
newly minted arena into a frenzy, chanting 
“Brooklyn!” as the clock wound down. 

Hoops fans in the sold-out crowd of 17,732 
said the experience was everything they 
hoped it would be. 

“It’s so good to be here,” said Bill Donlon, 
a Nets fan who trekked to the game from 
Long Island. “This was awesome.”

The match-up became the Nets opener 
after  Mayor Bloomberg canceled the team’s 
much-hyped debut  against cross-river rivals 
the New York Knicks on Oct. 1 following the 
storm.

There was a sprinkling of empty seats 
on the fi rst level of the arena — not a 
pretty sight on opening night, but not al-
together unsurprising with limited train 
access entering the borough and gas lines 
wrapped around service stations across 
the region.

The stadium drew rave reviews from even 
those whose livelihoods had been directly af-
fected by Hurricane Sandy.

“I’m so proud to have been here for the 
fi rst game,” said Rick Mast, who runs  the 
artisanal chocolate factory  Mast Brothers in 
Williamsburg with his brother, Michael.

“Even though there was a hurricane, 
this victory was very sweet for us,” said the 
chocolatier, whose business suffered some 
damage at a Manhattan location during the 
storm. “It’s something that brings the com-
munity together.”

Mast’s bearded visage appeared on the 
JumboTron during a dance break to great 
cheers.

NBA commissioner David Stern and Bor-
ough President Marty Markowitz tipped 
off the night with speeches before the jump 
ball.

“Brooklyn-style basketball is here,” said 
Markowitz, fl anked by two Nets dancers. 
“How … sweet … it … is!”

And Jay-Z made his mark on the game, 
from his courtside seats right next to the 

Nets bench with Beyonce, to the snippets of 
his songs that burst out between plays.

He sported high-end  Nike Air Jordan I 
Custom “Brooklyn Zoo”  sneakers — one of 
10 pairs in existence — made from much of 
the animal kingdom, including elephant, os-
trich, boa, crocodile, python, calf, lizard, al-
ligator, and stingray.

The event went off largely without a hitch, 

though some fans com-
plained about speaker 
problems.

“The Nets arena announcer sounds like 
he’s talking on an old-school subway con-
ductor speaker system,”  wrote journalist 
Ben Adler on Twitter . “That is not a compli-
ment.”

Even the team — which relocated its 

workouts to the Barclays Center last week 
due to storm damage at its practice facility 
in New Jersey — is already feeling at home 
in the borough.

“The experience was amazing,” said Lo-
pez. “The crowd brought so much Brooklyn 
energy.”

Brooklyn celebrates borough’s fi rst major-league home game since 1957

NETTING A WIN: (Clockwise from above) Rapper and Barclays Center investor 
Jay-Z and his superstar wife Beyonce had great seats at the Nets home opener. 
Point guard Deron Williams racked up 19 points and dished out nine assists in the 
Nets win. The jump ball was a moment Brooklyn’s basketball fans have waited 
years to see. 

NOTHING BUT NETS!
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Voters gave State Sen. 

Marty Golden two more 
years in Albany on Tues-
day with more than 57 per-
cent of Southern Brooklyn 
voters pulling the letter 
for the GOP pol.

With 68 percent of vot-
ing districts reporting 
in, Golden received more 
than 26,000 votes. Demo-
cratic challenger Andrew 
Gounardes received just 
over 19,000, according to 
WNYC.org.

“I thought we’d get 
a good number,” said 
Golden as he soaked in 
his victory. “I’m happy 
that the good people of 
New York saw fi t to send 
me back to the state sen-
ate.” 

Gounardes, a lawyer 
and Eagle Scout, seemed 

a longshot to beat the pop-
ular legislator from the 
time he announced his 
candidacy in February. 
His campaign struggled 
for a focus in its early 
months, with Gounardes 
attacking the Republican’s 
record on everything from 
the gun control to the MTA 
budget. 

Gounardes’s campaign 
gained a bit of steam when 
the 10-year incumbent 
suffered a pair of self-in-
fl icted setbacks: in July 
Golden became an inter-
net laughing stock when 
he advertised classes that 
would teach young women 
to  “sit, stand, and walk 
like a model.”  

Golden was also ac-
cused on fl ip-fl opping on 
the NYPD’s surveillance 
of city mosques.

 BY THOMAS TRACY
Former Councilman 

Simcha Felder grabbed hold 
of the new, so-named “super 
Jewish district” with both 
hands on Tuesday as he se-
cured more than 65 percent 
of the vote — effectively end-
ing GOP state Sen. David 
Storobin’s search to extend 
his political career past six 
months.

Felder, an Orthodox 
Jew, had secured more than 
28,000 votes in a district 
that includes Borough Park, 
Midwood, and Homecrest. 
Just over 30 percent of vot-
ers had chosen Storobin to 
lead them in Albany — giv-
ing the young attorney just 
over 14,000 votes, according 
to NY1.

Storobin had not con-
ceded defeat as this paper 
went to press. Attempts to 
reach Felder were unsuc-
cessful on Tuesday night.

Storobin set his sights 
on the new district just 
days after his colleagues 
in the state senate drew 
it. The new district was 
created with parts of dis-
graced former state Sen. 
Carl Kruger’s district —  

a district the Republican 
had won by just a handful 
of votes .

Political insiders accused 
Storobin, who immigrated 
to the U.S. from Russia when 
he was 12, of  playing up his 

Jewish-ness  in order to se-
cure votes in the new dis-
trict a large number of Con-
servative Orthodox Jews 
call home.

Philosphically, Felder 
was a lot like Storobin: 

while running as a Dem-
ocrat, the candidate sup-
ported the Romney-Ryan 
ticket and said  he would 
caucus with the GOP  if 
voters sent him to Al-
bany.

BY COLIN MIXSON
Assemblyman Steven 

Cymbrowitz secured his  
sixth term in office on 
Tuesday, defeating GOP 
opponent Russell Gallo by 
more than 2,500 votes.

Cymbrowitz had re-
ceived more than 60 per-
cent of the vote as the polls 
closed in Hurricane San-
dy-scarred Sheepshead 
Bay and Manhattan Beach. 
Gallo and Independent 
candidate Ben Akselrod — 
who Cymbrowitz defeated 
in the September Demo-
cratic primary — split the 
remainder, according to 
unofficial tallies.

Cymbrowitz thanked a 
small assemblage of sup-
porters at the Turkish 
Cultural Center on Avenue 
U as poll numbers trick-

led in, knowing full well 
that his victory wasn’t the 
only thing on his voters’ 
minds.

“There’s mixed feelings 
at a time when so much of 
my community has been 
devastated by Hurricane 
Sandy,” said Cymbrowitz. 
“But I’m pleased that my 
constituents thought I’m 
the best candidate to deal 
with this situation.”

Cymbrowitz’s reelec-
tion campaign featured 
three contestants but was 
fought on two fronts as Ak-
selrod and Gallo ganged up 
on the five-term legislator.
But Cymbrowitz wouldn’t 
bite back. 

He bowed out of two 
scheduled debates —  in-
cluding one held by the 
Manhattan Beach Com-
munity Group  — leading 

up to the election, claim-
ing that he couldn’t trust 
the tony neighborhood 
civic of being unbiased be-
cause it had criticized him 
in the past. 

Gallo pounced on Cym-
browitz’s decision and 
had his staff hand out 

missing-person f liers fea-
turing the democratic 
candidate on the night of 
the debate at PS 195.

As the race heated up, 
Akselrod accused Cym-
browitz of favoring politi-
cal correctness over the 
needs of his constituents, 
and lashed out at the leg-
islator for refusing to take 
a stand on the Sheepshead 
Bay mosque, even though 
the controversial house of 
worship is not in his dis-
trict.

Cymbrowitz remained 
mum on the issues, but he 
must have been saying the 
right things to the right 
people: he had more than 
$44,000 going into the final 
stretch of the campaign, 
doubling Gallo’s  $25,200, 
and dwarfing Akselrod’s 
puny $3,400 war chest.

Former councilman grabs Midwood’s ‘Super Jewish District’

TWO MORE YEARS: State Sen. Marty Golden won a sixth term 
in offi ce on Tuesday. 

CHAMPION: Assemblyman Ste-
ven Cymbrowitz discusses his 
victory with a supporter. 

AHEAD IN THE POLLS: Former Councilman Simcha Felder, pictured here with his mother, had secured 
more than 60 percent of the vote in the race for the new “Super Jewish District” on Tuesday night.

Cymbrowitz trounces Gallo

Call him Senator Felder

Golden wins 
sixth term

Other races:
Rep. Michael Grimm

vs. Mark Murphy
Grimm (R): 60,927
Murphy (D): 43,118

•••

State Sen. Kevin Parker
vs. Mindy Meyer

Parker (D): 29,000
Meyer (C): 1,628

•••

Assembyman Alec Brook-Krasny 
vs. Tom McCarthy

Brook-Krasny (D): 13,224
McCarthy (R): 8,882
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
In some parts of the country, 

 people spend their time   fi ghting 
tooth-and-nail to prevent oth-
ers from voting . But here in the 
Brooklyn, locals give their blood, 
sweat, and tears to get everyone 
they can out to vote — especially 
in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Sandy.

A 36-year-old Park Slope TV 
writer volunteering at the Park 
Slope Armory realized that many 
of the evacuees at the makeshift 
storm shelter were not going to 
be able to make it back to their 
devastated neighborhoods to vote 
— so she worked a 26-hour shift 
printing, distributing, and then 
collecting absentee ballot applica-
tions.

And she narrowly managed to 
beat the city’s voting deadlines.

“I was calling everyone and 
Facebooking everyone and try-
ing to get everyone to help,”  said 
Livia Beasley . “That’s how it is in 
producing television. Sometime’s 
there’s a crunch, it’s no biggie.”

As she volunteered at the 15th 
Street shelter last week after the 
storm, Beasley found out that 
many of the people she was at-
tending to — largely a group of 
older residents from two indepen-
dent care facilities in the Rock-
aways — had no way to get to the 
polls, nor any other way for them 
to vote at the shelter. 

“It started to dawn on them 
that they weren’t going to be able 
to get back,” said Beasley, who 
Park Slopers might know from the 
band Barefoot Walking. “That’s 
when I started making calls.”

Luckily for her, the state 
Board of Elections  extended the 
deadline to apply for absentee 
ballots in person to Monday  — 
giving her one day to make sure 
the storm evacuees received and 
turned around the paperwork 
they needed to be eligible.

Beasley printed out stacks of 
the applications on Sunday eve-
ning, then she began her gruel-
ling, vote-gathering marathon.

The trick was fi nding people 

who were awake.
“It doesn’t get completely dark 

in here, and these folks don’t 
necessarily all sleep at the same 
time,” said Beasley, who worked 
straight through the night into 
Monday. “In the middle of the 
night I was seeing who was awake 
and we did register a bunch of peo-
ple in the middle of the night.”

After collecting 76 absentee 
ballot applications, Beasley and 
fellow volunteers raced to the 
Board of Elections outposts in 
Brooklyn and Queens, fl agging 
some cabs, to get them in before 
the offi ces closed Monday eve-
ning. 

She said she headed home at 9 
pm on Monday — after beginning 
her one-woman get-out-the-vote 
effort at 7 pm the day before.

After her first night of sleep 
since Saturday, Beasley was 
back at the Armory on election 
day, gathering the ballots them-
selves and making sure the evac-
uees managed to drop them off 
before the 5 pm Tuesday dead-

line for hand-delivered votes.
She and some other volunteers 

also took several shelter resi-
dents to vote due to Gov. Cuomo’s 
affi davit ballot provision, which 
allowed New Yorkers in storm-
affected areas to vote anywhere 
they’d like in the state.

Beasley said the results from 
the Armory were clear.

“There were maybe two people 
voting for Romney talking about 
it in like a hush-hush tone,” she 
said. “But just about everyone 
said they were going to vote for 
Obama.”

BY MOSES JEFFERSON
Hakeem’s dream has 

come true.
Assemblyman Hakeem 

Jeffries (D–Fort Greene) 
easily defeated his rivals 
to succeed retiring Rep. Ed 
Towns as the Congressman 
representing Fort Greene, 
Clinton Hill, Bedford-Stuy-
vesant, Canarsie, Mill Ba-
sin, Marine Park, Coney 
Island, Brighton Beach, and 
Sheepshead Bay.

The attorney and front-
runner locked up 90 percent 
of the vote with 99 percent 
of ballots counted,  accord-
ing to the New York Times .

Jeffries trounced GOP 
hopeful Alan Bellone and 
Green Party candidate Colin 
Beavan — just as  he coasted 
past Councilman Charles 
Barron (D–Canarsie)  in the 
Democratic primary.

“We’re going to march 
for a more perfect union,” 
Jeffries said at his victory 
party,  according to Fort 

Greene Patch . “We are not 
going backward.”

Bellone earned 8.8 per-
cent of ballots, while 1.2 per-
cent of voters were tallied as 
“other,” the Times reports.

Sloper helps evacuees vote

Hakeem is in 
the House

ABSENTEE DEVOTEE: Livia Beasley helped Hurricane Sandy evacuees cast ab-
sentee ballots.

President Obama won his second term in the White House with 81 percent of the borough’s vote, once again making Brooklyn the 
biggest Barack-backing county in the state. The incumbent and one-time Park Slope resident has racked up 503,291 Brooklyn 
votes compared to Mitt Romney’s 108,630, with 98 percent of polling places reporting. Obama earned about 42,000 more Brooklyn 
votes during his 2008 victory, but his margin of victory in the borough appears to be slightly greater this year.

It’s still Barack-lyn!
WINNER: Assemblyman Hakeem 
Jeffries is headed to Congress. 
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-559-6992 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
www.kellerchirony.com

718.234.6206
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT


