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Post-Sandy, Brooklynites come together
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Disasters have histori-

cally united close-knit com-
munities more than they 
have destroyed them, and the 
storm of the century proved 
no match for the resolve, 
neighborliness, and charity 
of New Yorkers — even in 
these immensely challeng-
ing economic times.

Hurricane Sandy an-
nihilated large swaths of 
Brooklyn and Queens with 
crippling storm surges and 
whopping wind gusts that 
claimed 18 lives — 11 in 
Queens, seven in Brooklyn 
— yielded property damage 
in the millions, and left thou-
sands of people homeless. 

Tens of thousands more 
were incapacitated by wide-
spread power outages that 
have yet to be restored fully 
in some areas.

Sandy battered coastal 
districts and inlands in 
both boroughs beyond rec-
ognition, including Coney 
Island, Brighton Beach, 
Manhattan Beach, Sheep-
shead Bay, DUMBO, and 
Red Hook in Brooklyn, and 
the Rockaways, Breezy 
Point, Belle Harbor, Broad 
Channel, and Flushing in 

neighboring Queens.
Many residents ignored 

the mayor’s order to evac-
uate as the super storm 
roared up the Atlantic, but 
a number regretted their 
decision after the hurricane 
left behind a path of devasta-
tion.

Hundreds of homes 
burned to the ground as 
high winds pushed the 
fl ames from one block to the 
next in  Breezy Point, while 

raging fl oods and toppling 
trees brought down power 
lines in other parts of the 
borough.

At least eight people 
lost their lives in the Rock-
aways, which remained a 
dark hinterland nearly two 
weeks after the storm, with 
residents struggling to keep 
warm and fi nd food. Elected 
offi cials blasted the tardy 
responses of the Long Island 
Power Authority and Con-

solidated Edison, prompting 
Gov. Cuomo to call for an in-
vestigation into the utilities’ 
performance.

The fallout was as excru-
ciating.

A Brooklyn couple walk-
ing their dog was crushed 
by a keeling hardwood. A 
Queens man was killed in-
stantly when a tree crashed 
into his home. Uprooted 
students were sent to other 
schools. Voters were dis-

persed to new polling sites. 
Cars lined up for gasoline in 
numbers not seen since the 
oil crisis of the 1970s.

Yet the most alarming 
question left in Sandy’s mer-
ciless wake was, “What hap-
pens now?”

Gothamites — an inspir-
ing subspecies with a well-
documented reputation for 
conquering cataclysmic 
events — responded with 
expected alacrity and atten-
tion to civic duty.

Men, women, and chil-
dren — the ones we see ev-
ery day walking along our 
streets, shopping in our 
stores, and seated next to us 
on the bus or train — chan-
neled their own losses and 
despair into assistance and 
support for others. 

The juggernaut of their 
grassroots action pierced 
through the darkness like 
a life-affi rming ray of sun-
shine, and astounded, 
humbled, and indebted us 
here at Community News-
paper Group while we pre-
pared this special section of 
“Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors” during one of the 
worst crises ever to hit these 
parts.

The desire of both bor-
oughs’ residents to reach out 
and help was as indiscrimi-
nately passionate as Sandy’s 
chaotic path — from civic 
groups like the Madison-
Marine-Homecrest Civic 
Association organizing a 
Thanksgiving food drive, 
and Lifebooker donating 100 
percent of its proceeds to a 

N E I G H B O R S  H E L P I N G  N E I G H B O R S

A juggernaut of grass-roots action in Brooklyn and Queens 
proves neighbors can come together during times of need

Lending a hand

(Clockwise from top left) Volunteer Carol McDonald does not know 
where to put all of the clothing that has been collected at the Blue 
Star Mother’s Hall on Seba Avenue in Gerritsen Beach. The group 
Occupy Sandy transformed the Church of St. Luke and St. Matthew 
in Clinton Hill into a supply hub for hurricane victims, but they 
had to clear the pews before Sunday. Whitestone resident Joseph 
Prisco carries supplies at a drive at Sullivan’s in Bayside.
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relief fund, to conglomerates 
like our parent company 
News Corporation pledging 
million-dollar donations to 
help ravaged New Yorkers 
regain their footing. 

Spontaneous goodwill 
drives by community groups 
brought relief that the fed-
eral government wasn’t able 
to provide.

Residents comman-
deered trailers to deliver 
supplies to besieged regions 
and conducted fl ashlight 
vigils to bring their neigh-
bors out of the dark.

Donations also poured 
into the offi ces of lawmak-
ers, who fi elded a rush of 
calls from constituents 
wanting to help. 

Civic groups put together 
dozens of carloads of items 
for storm victims, and as 
the pile of goods built up in 
churches and de facto res-
cue centers, the call went 
out for more volunteers to 
distribute the life-saving es-
sentials — one that was an-
swered in droves.

Junior’s Restaurant, air-
line JetBlue, the  Brooklyn 
Flea, and Rolling Orange 
Bikes were among the busi-
nesses that donated portions 
of their proceeds to relief or-

ganizations, while neighbor-
hood groups like the John 
Malone Community Center 
in Bergen Beach collected 
and distributed clothing, 
blankets, cleaning supplies, 
toiletries, food, and water.

Dwarf Giraffe Athletic 
League, based in Whites-
tone, motivated its network 
of families and sponsor-

ship organizations to drive 
truckloads of supplies to the 
Rockaways.

Brookdale University 
Hospital and Medical Center 
opened its doors to patients 
vacated from local nursing 
homes, while the Owl’s Head 
Running club coordinated a 
benefi t run to Broad Chan-
nel.

Flushing’s Buddhist Tzu 
Chi Foundation prepared 
meals and delivered them 
to residents in the devas-
tated neighborhoods of 
Broad Channel and Breezy 
Point.

The Brooklyn and 
Queens chambers of com-
merce also stepped in to cre-
ate helpful resource guides 

with vital information and 
phone numbers for Sandy-
shattered businesses to con-
tact for help with emergency 
loans, disaster assistance 
and insurance assessment.

We hope these pages will 
provide our faithful readers 
with a glimpse into the Her-
culean endeavors mounted 
by generous and spirited 

fellow New Yorkers, whose 
efforts to transform trag-
edy into triumph have been 
success stories of the most 
extraordinary kind.

We are also confi dent that 
our reports will make you as 
proud as we are to be part of 
a city that shows the world 
how to come together when 
calamity strikes home. 

N E I G H B O R S  H E L P I N G  N E I G H B O R S

(Clockwise from top) A chain of volunteers pass boxes of supplies to each other as they set up to help those 
affected by Hurricane Sandy in Far Rockaway. Rep. Joseph Crowley unloads supplies off a truck with his fam-
ily at St. Francis De Sales Church in Rockaway. Yoshi Reynolds of Coney Island collects desperately needed 
perishables from community volunteers Alfred DeSimone and Ismael Torres. 
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Want to help neighbors who 
are suffering following Hurri-
cane Sandy?

There are plenty of ways to get 
involved in the cleanup and re-
covery effort here in Brooklyn. 

The city needs volunteers in 
all of its storm shelters. Most 
don’t have phone numbers, so 
volunteers may need to show up 
and fi nd out how they can help:

• Park Slope Armory (361 15th 
St. between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues in Park Slope).

• NYC College of Technology 
(300 Jay St. between Tillary and 
Johnson streets in Downtown).

• Brooklyn Technical High 
School (29 Ft. Greene Pl. between 
Dekalb Avenue and Fulton Street 
in Fort Greene).

• John Jay High School (237 
Seventh Ave. between Fourth 
and Fifth streets in Park Slope).

• IS 136 (4004 Fourth Ave. at 
40th Street in Sunset Park).

• PS 249 (18 Marlborough Rd. 
between Caton and Church av-
enues in Prospect Park South).

• IS 187, 1171 (65th St. between 
11th and 12th avenues in Dyker 
Heights).

• FDR High School (5800 20th 
Ave. at 58th Street in Midwood).

A map of city shelter is 
available at www. google.org/
crisismap/2012-sandy-nyc .

The New York Blood Center 
is hosting donation drives — 

check daily to fi nd locations at 
www. nybloodcenter.org .

The Red Hook Initiative is 
distributing hot meals and sup-
plies to residents of the Red Hook 
Houses, who remain without 
power. 

To assist those in need, drop 
off fl ashlights, batteries, soap, 
paper towels, and non-perishable 
food at the group’s headquarters 
(767 Hicks St. between Hunting-
ton and W. Ninth streets in Red 
Hook), or call (718) 858–6782.

The Greenpoint Soup Kitchen 
(136 Milton St. between Manhat-
tan Avenue and Franklin Street 
in Greenpoint)  is looking for vol-
unteers and donations .

NYCares is matching volun-

teers with service providers based 
on participants’ skills and loca-
tion. Potential volunteers should 
fi ll out the form at  newyorkcares.
org/volunteer/disaster .

The Children’s Movement for 
Creative Education is looking for 
art therapists to visit children in 
family shelters. 

Contact Elana Haviv at (347) 
846–0600 or elana@childrens-
movement.org.

PS 84 Jose de Diego School (250 
Berry St. between Grand and S. 
First streets in Williamsburg) is 
collecting school supplies, food, 
and household items for the fami-
lies of children who attend PS 317 
in Far Rockaway. Donations can 
be made Monday–Friday from 7 
am–6 pm. 

Congregation Beth Elohim 
(274 Garfi eld Pl. at Eighth Avenue 
in Park Slope) is looking for vol-
unteers and food donation for Red 
Hook. E-mail info@cbebk.org.

The New York City Coalition 
Against Hunger is looking for 
both volunteers and donations. 
See  what kind of help they need  at 
www.facebook.com/NYCCAH.

Occupy Sandy, the storm relief 
offshoot of Occupy Wall Street, 
is continuing its recovery efforts 
across the city. 

Check www. interoccupy.net/
occupysandy  to see where they 
need help the most. 

 — Danielle Furfaro

You don’t have to suffer 
alone.

City, state, and federal 
agencies as well as utilities 
are offering assistance to 
Hurricane Sandy victims 
who lost homes, suffered 
property damage, and re-
main without power as a 
result of the storm. Here’s 
a sampling of the help you 
can receive.

• Residents who sus-
tained property damage in 
Hurricane Sandy can apply 
for funds from the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency.

To request federal aid, 
register at  disasterassis-
tance.gov  or call (800) 621–
3362. The agency asks that 
applicants have their ad-
dress, insurance informa-
tion, and Social Security 

number ready. 
After applying for help, 

assessors will visit dam-
aged properties and sur-
vey the conditions. The 
agency won’t give a time-
line for how long residents 
must wait before receiv-
ing funds — it could range 
from a week to more than a 
year, offi cials said. 

• The Red Cross is con-
tinuing to hand out emer-
gency relief supplies to 
Hurricane Sandy victims 
throughout the fi ve bor-
oughs. Volunteers are also 
acting as a referral service, 
so victims can be connected 
to government agencies 
that can give them the most 
help. For more information 
one can call (877) 733–2767 
or visit nyredcross.org.

• The federal Small Busi-

ness Administration is of-
fering merchants hit hard 
by Hurricane Sandy low-
interest disaster loans of up 
to $2 million to repair and 
replace damaged property 
and inventory. To apply, 
you can call (800) 659–2955 
or visit sba.gov.

• The United States De-
partment of Housing and 
Urban Development has 
granted a 90-day morato-
rium on foreclosures and for-
bearances on Federal Hous-
ing Administration-insured 
home mortgages — with no 
paperwork required.

• Con Edison is offering 
refunds of up to $450 for food 
spoiled during power out-
ages that lasted more than 
12 hours over a 24-hour pe-
riod.  Visit coned.com to fi le 
a claim .

• Although the utility 
says gas has been fully re-
stored to its Brooklyn and 
Queens customers, National 
Grid is continuing with 
its Emergency Residential 
Customer Assistance pro-
gram to assist customers 
re-establish their natural 
gas service. For more infor-
mation, call (718) 643–4050.

• Hurricane Sandy vic-
tims are entitled to receive 
credit for each day they did 
not have Cablevision’s Op-
timum service as a result 
of the storm — even when 
your home had no power. 
Visit optimum.net/credit to 
notify the company of the 
dates you didn’t have ser-
vice to get the credit added 
to your account.

— Danielle Furfaro 

and Tom Tracy

Here’s how to apply for aid, refunds

People visit a Federal Emergency Management Agency tent in Rock-
away Beach. The city opened a one-stop restoration center in Far Rock-
away and plans to open another in Breezy Point.  Photo by William Thomas

Here’s how to help in Brooklyn

Volunteers with Red Hook Recovery 
clear ruined possessions out of a a 
Beard Street warehouse. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Donate items or service
to these Queens groups

Catholic Charities of 
Brooklyn and Queens
(718) 722–6001
Drop off goods at to these food 
pantry locations:

St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish
1920 New Haven Ave.
Far Rockaway

St. Helen’s Church
157-10 83rd St.
Howard Beach

St. Francis DeSales Church
129-16 Rockaway Beach Blvd.
Belle Harbor

Most needed items: Toiletries, 
winter gloves and hats, thermal 
wear, new socks and underwear. 
Apparel will not be accepted at 
this time. Visit ccbq.org for more 
information.

Queens Chamber of 
Commerce
Accepting donations to help small 
business owners.
Mail checks to:
75-20 Astoria Blvd., Suite 140
Jackson Heights, NY 11370
Contributions are tax deductible. 
Disaster assistance resources 
available at queenschamber.org.

Visit NYCService.org for 
volunteer options:
• Volunteer to cleanup Queens 
parks
• Pitch in on Queens disaster 
relief projects through New York 
Cares
• Volunteer at a soup kitchen and 
food pantry
• Give blood

St. Virgilius Church
Seeking strong, able-bodied men 
and women to strip watersoaked 
carpets and damaged furniture.
16 Noel Rd., Far Rockaway
Ask for Father Richard Olmyer

Flushing Town Hall
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Flushing
Accepting essential toiletries, 
over-the-counter medicines, 
batteries, work gloves, cleaning 
supplies. No clothes.
Donors will receive two tickets per 
person to any featured events.

Local Supply Dropoffs
The Queens Borough President’s 
Offi ce has announced that all fi re 
departments, police precincts, 
Staples stores and Modell’s now 
serve as supply drop points.
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MCU Stands with 
Our Valued Members

*Emergency credit solutions are subject to evaluation of individual member creditworthiness.

**MCU VISA® Cardholders must be current and in good standing.

Federally insured by NCUA

Emergency Personal Loan - Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU to apply 

for  $1,500 to help cover emergency expenses. Higher loan 

amounts are available upon request.

Replacement Auto Loan - Call 1-888-4MCU-AUTO if your  

car was damaged during the storm and you have suffered a 

total loss.

Emergency Credit Line Increase - Call 1-800-481-7338 to 

receive an instant $500 credit line increase on your MCU  

VISA® Card.**

In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, many of our members were  

severely impacted and are in need of emergency assistance.  

MCU’s Member Assistance Program is here to help members 

access emergency funds to assist them with their immediate recovery needs. 

The following emergency credit solutions are available to eligible*  

MCU members:
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Lending a hand — and a spoon!
Gerritsen Beach resident Margaret McDonald brings some hearty potatoes to neighbors without power congregating at Blue Star 
Mother’s Hall on Seba Avenue.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about some chicken 

soup for the soul! 
Anatolian Gyro — a 

Sheepshead Bay Road sta-
ple — is still bouncing back 
from Hurricane Sandy, but 
workers now have a new 
mission: feeding hungry 
Gerritsen Beach residents 
left devastated following 
the Oct. 28 super storm.

Ever since Hurricane 
Sandy left the borough, 
workers have joined the 
growing group of neighbors 
helping neighbors by truck-
ing gallons of hot lentil and 
chicken soup and fresh 
bread to the nearby  com-
munity — which Anatolian 
Gyro owner Metin Turan 
has adopted. 

“One hand washes the 
other, and both hands 
wash the face,” said Turan. 
“Many of these people are 
my clients. They need help 
and I want to give some-

thing back.”
Turan decided to help 

out after watching footage 
of a Federal Emergency 

Management Agency 
meeting at Resurrection 
Church on Gerritsen Av-
enue, where more than 

1,000 teary-eyed residents 
turned out to hear what the 
government can do to help 
them. The footage showed 
residents sleeping in buses 
just to keep warm.

“I’m used to seeing 
this on TV, not in reality,” 
Turan said. “I’ve been here 
25 years and I’ve never seen 
anything like this.”

Anatolian Gyro was 
hardly spared from San-
dy’s wrath: Turan suffered 
about $25,000 worth of prop-
erty damage.

“We had three feet of wa-
ter on the ground fl oor, and 
the basement was fi lled,” 
Turan explained. “It took 
12 people three days to get 
everything cleaned up.”

The restaurant lost 
power for the second 
time during last week’s 
nor’easter — forcing Turan 
and his employees to serve 
lamb and chicken gyros by 
candlelight, Turan said.

BY ELI ROSENBERG
When the power goes 

out, there’s nothing more 
powerful than the printed 
word.

A group of Occupy Wall 
Street-affi liated activists 
in Gowanus became pub-
lishers after Hurricane 
Sandy left many New 
Yorkers without power, 
internet access, TV, or 
phone service.

“The word we were 
hearing from people is that 
there was real shortage 
of information because of 
the power situation,” said 
Jesse Goldstein, a founder 
of  the print and poster col-
lective Occuprint . “There 
was a need for analog infor-
mation to be disseminated 
for those people.”

The collective — which 
previously made waves by 
publishing an all-poster 
edition of a mock newspa-
per dubbed the “Occupied 
Wall Street Journal” and 
 creating much of the poster 
art for the social movement  
that swept the country in 
2011 — sprung into action 
last Tuesday, producing 
more than 6,000 pamphlets 
fi lled with the vital infor-
mation necessary for vic-
tims of storms like Sandy.

The 12-page bulletin in-
cluded sections on how to 
apply for disaster-related 
unemployment benefi ts, 
how to clean fl oodwater, 
how to work with the Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, and how to 
stay warm — “heat up raw 
oats or rice in a pot (no wa-
ter!) and then put them into 
a sock.”

But the pamphlet, like 
any publication worth its 
salt, also had lighter mate-
rial as well, such as a word 
search, sudoku, and a maze 
with Mayor Bloomberg 
on one side and the Rock-
aways on the other titled 
“Help Mayor Bloomberg 
Find the Rockaways.” 

Goldstein said the 
group, facing a tight dead-
line, originally thought 
they’d merely repurpose 
government information — 
but the content fell short of 

their editorial standards.
“We originally thought 

we should just republish 
a FEMA booklet, but we 
looked at what they had and 
we realized that we had to 
make something ourselves 
that was better,” he said.

Goldstein and partner 
Liz Knafo got to work on 
the content on Tuesday 
with the help of a few other 
Occuprinters, printed the 
pamphlet that evening, and 
picked it up early Wednes-
day from their printer in 
Queens, which charged 
them only for materials in 
the spirit of neighbors help-
ing neighbors.

“It was the quickest 
thing we’ve ever made,” 
said Goldstein.

Occupiers working out 
of  the movement’s Sun-
set Park hub at St. Jacobi 
Church  have been distrib-
uting the bulletin in Co-
ney Island and the Rock-
aways since then — and 
another print run of 6,000 
is on the way.

And Occuprint was 
able to fund the effort 
due to some money left 
over from its Occupy Wall 
Street-related efforts. 

“We’ve been sitting 
waiting to participate again 
when there was something 
again,” said Goldstein. 
“This is what’s happening 
in our city. The relief effort 
seemed like a natural thing 
for us to plug back in to.”

Get it while it’s hot! Anatolian Gyro owner Metin Turan serves up 
hot soup on the house in front of the Blue Star Mother’s Hall on 
Nov. 9. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Justin Wedes and Tess Cohen, 
both Occupy Sandy organiz-
ers, hold a copy of the infor-
mation pamphlet created by 
Occuprint to help Hurricane 
Sandy victims. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Occupy printers 
now pamphleteers 

Gyro shop fi nds time for charity

N E I G H B O R S  H E L P I N G  N E I G H B O R S
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Donations accepted at all NYCB Family of Banks branch locations. For list of branches, 
visit NYCBFamily.com or call (877) 786-6560

 

Hurricane sandy relief fund
make a donation today to help with the 

lifesaving response to this deadly disaster.

The NYCB Family of Banks has set up the Hurricane Sandy Relief Fund. You can help by making a 
donation today.  Your contribution will have even >more® of an impact, since NYCB will match your 
contribution. The combination of your donations and NYCB’s matching contributions will provide up 
to $150,000 in assistance to those in need. Ask a branch representative for even >more® details.

NYCB CARES
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LIKE ALL BROOKLYNITES, WE ARE COMMITTED 
TO OUR COMMUNITY. TOGETHER, WE’LL 
WEATHER THIS STORM AND COME BACK 
STRONGER THAN EVER!

We’ve been donating truckload upon truckload of food, water and other 

staples to local food banks, emergency relief shelters, soup kitchens, 

and homeless shelters in Brooklyn, Staten Island, and the areas in and 

around the city. We are teaming up with the offices of the Mayor, City 

Council, Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz and other elected 

officials to ensure that the food, meals and merchandise are going where 

they have been most needed.

Sign up for our emails for news
about Red Hook’s Grand re-opening!

Follow us on
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The cyclone didn’t hurt the 

Cyclone!
The legendary Coney Is-

land roller 
coaster was 
c o v e r e d 
with some 
ocean muck, 
but the city-
owned ride 
s u r v i v e d 
H u r r i c a n e 
S a n d y ’ s 
wrath un-
s c a t h e d , 

according to operator Central 
Amusements.

“There wasn’t any significant 
damage, just a lot of cleanup,” 
said Chloe Gallo, spokeswoman 
for Central Amusements, which 
also runs Coney Island’s Luna 
Park. 

Coney’s thrill-ride faithful 
feared the storm surge destabi-
lized the 85-year-old landmark 
— leaving the ride unusable.

“If the foundations were af-
fected, they would have to close 
it down,” said Coney Island his-
torian Jay Singer. 

The ride sits on pilings that 
once supported the Giant Racer, 
which was constructed on the 
Cyclone site at W. 10th Street 
and Surf Avenue in 1910, Singer 
said.

Continued on Page 30

Cupcake queen aids victims
BY WILL BREDDERMAN

Super storm Sandy was a rec-
ipe for disaster when it hit Brook-
lyn, but one Bay Ridge chef has a 
recipe for recovery.

Ever since Hurricane Sandy 
struck, Allison Robicelli — the 
woman behind wholesale cupcake 
superstar Robicelli’s Bakery in 
Sunset Park and the now-closed 
Robicelli’s Gourmet Market on 
Third Avenue — has been operat-
ing a relief center where she de-
ploys prepared hot meals to hurri-
cane-rattled residents in Southern 
Brooklyn, Staten Island, and the 
Rockaways.

Robicelli’s operation began in 
her apartment, but when more lo-

cal chefs and culinary students 
joined her cause, she moved ev-
erything to the kitchen at Saint 
Mary’s Orthodox Church on 81st 
Street and Ridge Boulevard, where 
she and her volunteers prepare 
pans of food ready to be shipped 
out by car to Sandy’s starved and 
homeless victims. 

“I was turning these cars into 
little bodegas on wheels and send-
ing them out,” said Robicelli. 

The pastry chef’s relief efforts 
began after a friend in Sheepshead 
Bay sent her a Facebook message 
describing the dire conditions 
in the shore-front neighborhood 
as well as the lack of basic assis-

Continued on Page 22
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A Con Ed worker heads into a manhole near the corner of 90th Street and 
Ridge Boulevard to investigate a report of burning wires underground on 
Nov. 8. The utility shut off power and the FDNY evacuated fi ve homes as a 
result.   Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Major sections of Hurri-

cane Sandy-ravaged Sheep-
shead Bay still do not have 
electricity, heat, or hot water, 
say residents and merchants 
who are spending their third 
week repairing damaged 
homes and storefronts.

Con Edison claims that 
most Brooklynites now 
have electricity  — but that 
news does little to console 
the hundreds of Sheep-
shead Bay residents who ei-
ther remain without power 
or don’t have a home to re-
turn to.

“I lived in an apart-
ment,” said 50-year-old An-
thony Calzone. “But my 
landlord doesn’t want to 
pump out the basement, 
so I’m out on the street. I 
shower at my sister’s place 
and sleep in a park.”

As of Monday morning, 
a handful of Sheepshead 
Bay businesses have power, 
but most remain without. 
Gas-fueled generators are 
a common sight, say resi-
dents. 

Businesses still digging 
out of the disaster zone Hur-
ricane Sandy left behind in-
clude:

• The Mini Centro shoe 
store. Power generators 
hum outside the Sheep-
shead Bay Road store along-
side a mountain of sodden 
footwear destroyed by San-
dy’s rising fl oodwaters.

“We lost about 90 per-
cent of our products,” owner 
Yury Sephir said. “We have 
no other source of income, 
so we’re trying to get every-
thing fi xed as soon as pos-
sible.”

• The Night Life Cafe. 
The Sheepshead Bay Road 
bar near Voorhies Avenue 
was seriously damaged as it 

took on more than fi ve feet 
of water. Bartender Eddie 
Vasquez, who was serving 
drinks when the storm hit, 
was nearly killed when a 
storm surge caused the se-
curity gate to fall — trapping 
him inside. Fortunately, two 
passing cops realized he was 
inside and hoisted up the 
gate so he could escape.

“They pulled it out, and 
I went through head fi rst,” 
Vasquez said.

• The Cherry Hill Gour-
met Market inside the land-
marked Lundy’s building 
on Emmons Avenue,  where 
employees were seen throw-

ing out tons of spoiled food 
last week , remains shut-
tered as employees wait for 
power to be restored. All of 
the businesses on Emmons 
Avenue between Ocean and 
West End avenues still don’t 
have electricity, merchants 
say.

“It all depends on 
power,” said Cherry Hill 
Gourmet Market owner Uzi 
Mizrahi. “We’ve got a lot of 
money riding on our refrig-
erators turning back on.”

• The Duane Reade on 
Ocean and Voorhies av-
enues was completely de-
stroyed, according to em-

ployee Daniel Vanzandy.
“It got about three feet 

of water,” Vanzandy said. 
“All the products were de-
stroyed. We found stuff in 
the front aisle, the back 
aisle, we even found stuff in 
the bathroom.”

Yet pharmacy workers 
are opting to help others 
before finishing repairs. 
Employees retrofitted their 
pharmaceutical bus — usu-
ally reserved for fl u shots 
— to serve as a relief truck 
that distributed out dried 
goods, cleaning supplies, 
and blankets to hundreds of 
Sheepshead Bay residents-

turned-refugees last week.
“Many of them are home-

less, or in homes they don’t 
want to be in,” said Deidre 
Zaccone, Director of Mar-
keting for Duane Reade. “We 
had a group of eight families 
come over who were all liv-
ing in the same house.”

Most hurricane-rattled 
Sheepshead Bay merchants 
say they are ready to turn a 
corner and open, but can’t 
do a thing until the lights 
come back on.

“If there was power, we’d 
be open already,” said Peter 
Katsichtis of Yiasou Estia-
torio on Emmons Avenue.
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A FEMUR FOR
A GOOD CAUSE

By Danielle Furfaro

Throw them a bone! 
Art and events space Observatory in 

Gowanus is inviting people to get involved in 
an art project to fund and publicize humanitarian 
efforts in Africa and Asia. 

Part of the “One Million Bones Project,” the 
workshop will have participants make life-like 
bones from paper and wires to be displayed in the 
Washington National Mall and to raise money — a 
dollar a bone — to fund relief work abroad.

“We want to show people that they can get 
involved and use art to create something that is 
meaningful,” said Salvadore Olguin, a director of 

projects at the Observatory art space. 
The Observatory is hoping to attract at least 50 

people to the bone-making session, in the hopes of mak-
ing at least 100 bones. 

Each piece will contribute to a collaborative art 
installation in Washington designed to bring to light 
the millions of victims of genocides and humanitarian 
crises in Sudan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Somalia, and Burma. 

A foundation dedicated to bettering education for 
youths is also donating $1 to for each bone made. That 
money will go directly to humanitarian efforts. 

The project is also hoping to raise awareness among 
young people who are forming an appreciation for inter-
national politics.

“This is aimed at young adults and teenagers — 
people who are starting to get a sensibility about these 
kinds of issues,” said Olguin. 

Olguin had planned to provide artists with clay, but 
Hurricane Sandy changed those plans by flooding the 
Observatory, causing all of the volunteers to scramble 
to get the space usable. 

Now, participants will make the bones will paper and 
wire, he said. 

“No matter what, the bones end up look-
ing very real.” 

Bone making at the Observatory (543 
Union St. at Nevins in Gowanus, observa-
toryroom.org). Nov. 20, 6 pm, $3.

Art project 
makes bones 

to raise money

To be or not to be: Observatory member Sal 
Olguin shows off a paper skull he made. The 
bones will be sent to the One Million Bones 
project meant to raise funds for humanitarian 
help in Africa.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Two weeks after Hurricane Sandy, merchants are still in trouble
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DOWN AND OUT: (Clockwise from left) Sandy wreaked havoc on the Seaport Buffet on Emmons Avenue. Peter Katsichtis, owner of Yiasou 
on Emmons Avenue, says his business has been destroyed by the storm. Merchants cleaning out their damaged stores heap a mountain 
of garbage bags on Sheepshead Bay Road, which Sandy hit very hard. Photos by Steve Solomonson
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Borough Republican 

and Conservative leaders 
were served a disappoint-
ing double-whammy on 
Election Day as they faced 
the prospect of four more 
years of President Obama 
and watched their grasp 
on Southern Brooklyn fall 
through their fi ngers.

Bay Ridge GOP incum-
bents such as Rep. Michael 
Grimm, Assemblywoman 
Nicole Malliotakis, and 
state Sen. Marty Golden 
 were all re-elected , but 
Brooklyn Republicans 
lost two neighborhoods to 
redistricting: Sheepshead 
Bay, which was led by Rep. 
Bob Turner, and Brighton 
Beach, which state Sen. 
David Storobin held for 
less than six months.

The GOP also lost a 
chance to seize the new 
so-named “super Jewish 
district,” with Storobin 
 getting just over 30 per-
cent of the vote  against 
former Councilman Sim-
cha Felder.

That, coupled with the 

fact that less than 25 per-
cent of Brooklynites pulled 
the lever for Romney, has 
made it a very disappoint-
ing Election Day for bor-
ough Republicans.

“I’m concerned the 
country will fall into 
deeper debt and continue 
its downward spiral,” 
said Kings County GOP 
chairman Craig Eaton, 
who cited the Republi-
cans’ continued majority 
in the House of Represen-
tatives — which includes 
Grimm — as the week’s 
single bright spot. “I’m 
really surprised, because 
I thought that with the 
momentum over the last 
three months and the 
need for change in Amer-
ica, Mitt Romney was go-
ing to win.”

Golden is also sore 
over Obama’s victory in 
Brooklyn.

“I thought Mitt Rom-
ney had a great vision for 
America, but President 
Obama won, and we’re 
going to have to live with 
that,” he said. 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
When Barack touches 

down in New York this week, 
he better be Brooklyn bound, 
say borough leaders who 
believe the commander in 
chief’s presence would bring 
some solace to Hurricane 
Sandy-scarred residents fac-
ing a long recovery.

The White House hadn’t 
released the itinerary for 
President Obama’s trip 
to survey the damage the 
super storm infl icted on 
the fi ve boroughs at press 
time, yet Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz, Brooklyn’s 
other commander in chief, 

said a visit to Coney Island 
and Brighton Beach is es-
sential — but not because 
Brooklynites  cast more bal-
lots for Obama than any 
other part of the city  last 
week. 

“A presidential visit to 
Brooklyn would surely give 
residents a much-needed 
lift and a sense of comfort 
knowing that our federal 
government is doing all 
it can to support our bor-
ough,” said Markowitz.

Assemblyman Alec 
Brook-Krasny (D–Coney 
Island), a Seagate resident 
whose home and car were 

damaged by Sandy’s rising 
fl oodwaters, said a visit by 
the  one-time Park Slope res-
ident  would reassure des-
perate residents that more 
federal help is on the way. 

“Coney Island and Sea-
gate are waiting for him,” 
the legislator said. “We defi -
nitely need to see him in the 
area.”

Coney Island USA 
founder Dick Zigun, the 
unoffi cial mayor of Coney 
Island and the man behind 
the famous Sideshows by 
the Seashore, said Obama 
should swing by Brook-
lyn because of the sheer 

amount of people who live 
here — even if he doesn’t 
have time to grab a hot dog 
at Nathan’s.

“It’s always a good idea 
for the President to visit 
Brooklyn — it’s the fourth 
largest city in the country,” 
said Zigun, who urged his 
Twitter followers to vote for 
Obama so Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
funds would keep coming to 
Hurricane Sandy-ravaged 
neighborhoods. “We’d love 
to see him in Coney Island, 
but he’s the President of the 
United States. He has better 
things to do than talk to me.”

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Cops are searching for a 

man who they say mugged 
and tried to sexually as-
sault a Bay Ridge woman 
on Nov. 3.

Investigators said 
the suspect grabbed the 
woman from behind as she 
walked down 73rd Street 
at 3 am. 

The thug stole the wom-
an’s wallet and cellphone 
— then tried to molest her 
— but the victim fought 
the fiend off and escaped, 
cops said.

Police fear that the sus-
pect still has the woman’s 
phone, so investigators are 
releasing very little infor-
mation about the victim or 
the incident, offi cials said. 

“He has her personal 
information, so they’re 
being careful about what 
they’re putting out there,” 
said an NYPD spokes-
woman, who explained 
that investigators do not 
believe that the attack is 
part of a pattern. 

Cops described the as-
sailant as a 25-year-old 

dark-skinned male with a 
long goatee. 

The 5-foot-7, 170-to-200
-pound suspect was wear-
ing a black hoodie at the 
time of the attack, accord-
ing to detectives. 

“Investigators are do-
ing everything possible to 
try and find this person,” 
the spokeswoman said. 

Anyone with informa-
tion about the robbery 
and attempted sex assault 
is urged to call (718) 230–
4421. All calls will be kept 
confidential.

Markowitz says President should visit damaged Brooklyn

SUSPECT: Cops are searching 
for a man who they say jumped 
a woman on 73rd Street.

Police: Rape attempted in Bay Ridge

Beep calls on the chief

GOP reeling from 
Election Day

BY MOSES JEFFERSON
President Obama won his second term with 81 per-

cent of the borough’s vote last week, once again mak-
ing Brooklyn the biggest Barack-backing county in the 
state.

Recently released numbers show that the incum-
bent and  one-time Park Slope resident  racked up 
503,291 Brooklyn votes compared to Mitt Romney’s 
108,630.

THIS DIDN’T HAPPEN: Brooklyn Republican boss Craig Eaton 
and state Sen. Marty Golden cheer on state Sen. David Storobin.
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

It was ‘Barack-lyn’

HOPE: (Left) President Obama is visiting New York this week, and (right) Borough President Markowitz is hoping that he stops by Brooklyn 
during his tour of Hurricane Sandy-ravaged neighborhoods. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Fontbonne Hall’s volley-

ball team may have lost its 
semifi nal match, but to the 
Hurricane Sandy-scarred 
squad — in which 10 out of 
11 players were left home-
less for weeks — playing 
was more important than 
winning. 

Despite the hardships 
they were facing, the Bay 
Ridge high schoolers said 
they wanted to play and get 
back to normal. 

“Coming back out and 
seeing your teammates, 
playing like we have be-
fore, cheering each other 
up, smiling, laughing, we 
haven’t done that in awhile,” 
said junior Casey McDade, 
whose house burned down 
when a fi re sparked by 
Hurricane Sandy ripped 
through Breezy Point. “It’s 
great to come together 
again.”     

There were tears during 
the squad’s post game meet-
ing following a 25–15, 25–21, 
and 25–20 loss to Arch-
bishop Molloy at St. Francis 
Prep last Thursday night. 

Coach Linda Strong, 
who also lost her home in 

the Breezy Point fi re, told 
her team how proud she 
was of them for just being 
out there. 

“We wanted to play for 
each other,” junior co-cap-
tain Kristen Sullivan said.

The Bonnies’ courage 
wasn’t lost on the team’s 
opponents either — it only 
raised Molloy’s admiration 
for the squad.

“Our hearts go out to 
them,” said Molloy’s Em-
ily Rabot. “I know it’s re-
ally hard. We give them 

props for coming out here 
tonight.” 

The Bonnies played to 
bring back some normalcy 
to player’s lives — but this 
wasn’t the same squad that 
lost to Molloy in fi ve sets 
in all three regular season 
matches. 

Strong said the team 
just went through the mo-
tions and lacked a killer in-
stinct, but she didn’t want 
to shout at them because 
she knew what they were 
going through. 

“I didn’t want them to 
feel bad about their per-
formance,” the coach said. 
“I don’t think I could have 
gotten out on the volleyball 
court and played half as 
well as they did.”

Even in the darkest mo-
ments, players say they are 
amazed at the generosity 
that surrounds them. Font-
bonne Hall has put together 
drives for essential house-
hold items and gave each of 
them new school supplies. 

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Bay Ridgites have the 

best medicine for those 
still feeling the super storm 
blues: a jam-packed after-
noon of rock ‘n’ roll!

Brooklyn music legend 
Frankie Marra and other 
neighborhood band favor-
ites plan to rock all day and 
night at an upcoming con-
cert benefi tting Hurricane 
Sandy victims. 

All proceeds of the Nov. 
18 concert at the Salty Dog 
will directly aid storm-
ravaged victims in hard-
hit areas across Brooklyn, 
Queens, and Staten Island, 
Marra said. 

“You look around and 
can see that the city is in 
ruins. It’s terrible,” the 
neighborhood headliner 
said. “We are just trying 
to do our share.” 

The 10-hour benefi t 
will feature classic rock to 
southern rock performers 
including Frankie Marra 
and his band — featuring 

special guest John Rafferty 
— Lepore, Cassone, and 
D’emic; Dirty Stayouts with 
Janice Higgins; High Tides; 
The Piranha Brothers; The 
Ridge; Radio Daze; Head N’ 

South; and Out of the Blue. 
“These bands are some 

of the best in Bay Ridge,” 
said Marra. “People can 
come down, listen to some 
good music and do some-
thing good by donating 
money.”

All attendees will be 
asked to make a $20 dona-
tion that will be divided 
up amongst hurricane re-
covery funds including the 
Breezy Point Cooperative 
Disaster Relief Fund, the 
Brooklyn Recovery Fund, 
and the Tunnels to Tow-
ers Hurricane Sandy Relief 
Fund for Staten Island. 

“The Bay Ridge commu-
nity has strong ties to these 
three communities,” said 
Marra. “Many have family 
and friends living in these 
areas that were deeply af-
fected by this storm.” 

On the day of the event, 
organizers will also be 
collecting a range of sup-
plies from toys to pet food 
to baby needs that will be 

delivered to super storm 
victims. A certifi ed animal 
rescuer with the American 
Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals and 
the Humane Society will 
also be on hand to answer 
any questions about storm-
displaced animals, Marra 
explained. 

Longtime Bay Ridge 
resident Paulie SanFlippio 
says he will be attending 
the concert because “it’s a 
worthy cause.”

“The government doesn’t 
seem to be contributing too 
much to this,” he said. “Most 
of the work being done is by 
volunteers, so we need to 
help each other out.” 

“Bay Ridge Music 
Cares” Hurricane Sandy 
benefi t concert at the Salty 
Dog Bar and Restaurant 
[7509 Third Ave. between 
76th Street and Bay Ridge 
Parkway in Bay Ridge, (718) 
238–0030]. Nov. 18, noon 
(bands will play through 10 
pm). $20 donation.

ROCK OUT: Brooklyn music 
legend Frankie Marra and other 
local bands are hosting an up-
coming concert benefi tting the 
victims of Hurricane Sandy on 
Nov. 18.  Courtesy of Frankie Marra

Rocking Sandy’s storm pains away

Fontbonne sticks it to Sandy
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STAYING STRONG: Fontbonne Hall’s volleyball team may have lost its semifi nal match, but to the Hur-
ricane Sandy-scarred squad — in which 10 out of 11 players were left homeless for weeks — playing was 
more important than winning.  Photo by Ken Maldonado
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 Every TV show you watch has a world of sound within, 

but you may not be hearing it. Th at’s because most flat-panel 

TVs have speakers that simply can’t reproduce the depth and 

detail of all that sound, so it remains trapped inside. To solve 

that problem, we developed the Bose Solo TV sound system. 

It reveals so much more of the sound you’re meant to hear, 

watching TV can feel like an entirely different experience. 

 No matter how many times you’ve watched your favorite 

shows, you can hear details you never noticed before. Subtle 

sound effects. Th e crisp, clear vocal that steals the spotlight 

in your favorite talent show. 

 Our fi rst one-piece solution for your TV. 

Proprietary digital signal processing allows this speaker to 

deliver more of the dialogue, music and sound effects you’ve 

been missing – clearly and naturally. So you won’t have to 

turn up the volume to hear it all. And Bose speaker array 

technology reproduces sound that’s wider than the screen, 

all from a speaker that fi ts neatly under your TV.* 

 Hear it for yourself. 

So call now to take advantage of our 

special, limited-time Audition offer. 

Hear the Bose Solo system in your 

home for 90 days, risk-free. And ask 

about making 12 easy payments, 

with no interest charges from Bose*.* 

Or visit our website to learn more, 

and discover why Bose is the most 

respected name in sound. 

*Th e Bose Solo TV sound system is designed for TVs with bases that are no wider than 20" and no deeper than 10.25." Most TVs up to 32" and many 40"-42" TVs meet these requirements. 

**Bose payment plan available on orders of $299-$1500 paid by major credit card. Separate fi nancing offers may be available for select products. See website for details. Down payment is 1/12 the product price plus applicable tax and shipping charges, 
charged when your order is shipped. Th en, your credit card will be billed for 11 equal monthly installments beginning approximately one month from the date your order is shipped, with 0% APR and no interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and 
interest may apply. U.S. residents only. Limit one active fi nancing program per customer. ©2012 Bose Corporation. Financing and audition offers not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change without 
notice. Offer valid 8/30/12-12/31/12. Risk-free refers to 90-day audition only and requires product purchase. Delivery is subject to product availability.

To order or learn more: Bose.com/solo 
1-800-905-1346, ext. CJ226

One speaker 
with no separate 

bass module needed. 

One connection 
to your TV and 

one plug to the wall. 
Th at’s it. 

One simple solution 
that fits neatly 
under your TV.* 

How can you watch every second of your 
favorite show and still miss so much?

Hear the sound and make up your own mind. 
But please act soon – this offer ends December 31, 2012.

FREE 
shipping to 
your home.

Not delighted?
FREE return 

shipping.

to try it, 
with no 

obligation.
90
DAYS

THE BOSE 90-DAY, RISK-FREE AUDITION.

Bose® Solo
   TV sound system 
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Denny’s Ice Cream Shop 

has hit a rocky road.
Hurricane Sandy melted 

away any dreams of pre-
serving the beloved Surf Av-
enue soft-serve spot famous 
for its rich, silky banana-
pistachio swirl, according 
to Dick Zigun, the store’s 
owner and unoffi cial mayor 
of Coney Island.

“There’s no more Den-
ny’s Ice Cream,” Zigun 
explained, saying that he 
couldn’t afford to replace 
the $50,000 in equipment 
damaged in the Oct. 29 
storm surge. “We are out 
of the ice cream busi-
ness.”

Zigun  bought the fro-
zen treat vendor that has 
been selling funnel cake 
and original ice cream fl a-
vors since 1978 a year ago  
with plans of converting 
most of the building into 
an extension of his Coney 
Island USA museum, which 
is right next door at the cor-
ner of W. 12th Street and 
Surf Avenue.

The Mermaid Parade 
founder said he soon re-
alized that the ice cream 
shop came with a loyal 
customer base willing to 
continue forking over cash 
for its exotic trademark 
combo — fans that helped 
Zigun pay the mortgage on 
the property.

“People like the ice 

cream, and wanted to keep 
buying it,” said Zigun. “I’m 
as much of a fan of banana-
pistachio ice cream as any-
body else. I’m going to miss 
it.”

Zigun said he’ll push 
ahead with his original 
plans and is considering 
turning part of the space 
into an indoor paintball 
arena this summer. 

He does plan to rent out 
the space — possibly to an-

other ice cream vendor.
“Hopefully, there will be 

ice cream there someday, 
hopefully banana-pistachio 
twist,” said Zigun.

In the meantime, fans 
of the thick, luscious Co-
ney Island ice cream fl avor 
will have to trek to Wil-
liams Candy at the corner 
of Surf Avenue and Sch-
weikerts Walk — which re-
mains open and serving ice 
cream. 

Sandy destroyed maker of pistachio-banana swirl 

Zigun: Denny’s Ice 
Cream Shop dead

Chef Marie Aflak
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FREE
HOUSE CALL

WITH ANY REPAIR

B&R Electronics & AC Service
 2577 E. 27th Street
      Brooklyn, NY

www.TVRepairsBrooklyn.com

718-743-2407

OVER 35 YEARS
EXPEIENCELCD & PLASMA

TUBE TV’S
COMPUTER & CAMCORDER

VIDEO EQUIPMENT

AIR CONDITIONERS

FREE
ESTIMATES

ON ALL
CARRY-IN UNITS

 Computers & Monitors

 VCRs/DVDs

 Game Systems

 LCD/DLP/Plasma TV’s

NEW
LOCATION

The Audi Certified pre-owned  
vehicle you’ve been looking for 
is just a click away.

AnchorAudiofLynbrook.com

Anchor Audi of Lynbrook

843 Sunrise Highway (10 minutes east of JFK)

See what we’ve got and shop anytime.

MELTED: Coney “mayor” Dick Zigun stands amid the wreckage of 
Denny’s Ice Cream Shop, which he bought a year ago, caused by 
Hurricane Sandy’s fl oodwaters. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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FOR NETS TICKETS CALL 
(718) NETS-TIX 

OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOKLYN NE TS 
FANS  OF  THE  WEEK

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Jessica, Tobias, and Ryan Willm of 
Park Slope with friends Jesse and Ann 

Montero of Fort Greene
Ryan Wilm says, “Growing up, my father was a Dodgers fan. It’s 

so nice to to finally have a pro team back to Brooklyn.”
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

Kindness
COMPASSION
begetthank-

fulness

&
-- Cicero C. Gobbler,The Spirit of Thanksgiving

This year we’re hoping to distribute over 200,000 Thanksgiving meals, 
and we need your help. Just $50 can put a bountiful Thanksgiving meal 
on the tables of two families; or help feed 10 large families for just $250.
With your support we can capitalize THANKSgiving.  www.bscahnyc.org 
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Hundreds of mourn-

ers lined Parkville Av-
enue outside of St. Rosa of 
Lima Catholic Church last 
Friday to bid a sorrowful 
farewell to little Brendan 
and Connor Moore  — the 
two boys who were ripped 
from their mother’s arms 
and drowned as Hurricane 
Sandy hit storm-ravaged 
Staten Island.

Both boys were laid 
to rest in a single casket 
before being interred at 
nearby Green-Wood Cem-
etery.

 A sea of green-clad De-
partment of Sanitation 
workers, including Sanita-
tion Commissioner John 
Doherty, stood at atten-
tion as the hearse departed 
the Kensington house of 
worship out of respect for 
Damien Moore, the father 
of the two toddlers. 

Damien was working at 
a Department of Sanitation 
garage in Brooklyn on Oct. 
29 when Sandy barreled 
toward New York. Mom 
Glenda Moore was trying to 
lead her children away from 
the rising fl ood waters in 
Staten Island when her car 
stalled. She tried to escort 
her children out of the fl ood 
zone on foot, but the unre-
lenting storm surge swept 
the two children away from 
her. 

Rescuers found their 

bodies three days later in a 
marsh about 20 yards from 
each other.

Mourners had no words 
to calm Glenda, who was 
sobbing openly as the small, 
white casket was taken out 
of the church.

“The only thing that we 
can offer is our support as a 
family,” Department of San-
itation chaplain Peter Co-
lapietro  told the devastated 
parents . “We pray for your 
strength in these days — we 
know that you will need it.”

Brothers laid to rest in Green-Wood Cemetery 

DESPAIR: Damien and Glenda Moore, who lost their two sons in 
Sandy’s fl oodwaters on Staten Island, weep at the children’s fu-
neral at St. Rose of Lima Church in Kensington before the burial at 
Green-Wood Cemetery. Photo by Paul Martinka

Brooklyn mourns 
boys killed by SandyBy Dr. Stephen Finger

‘Hate crime laws’ add an extra layer of 
punishment for crimes committed against 
individuals solely because they are 
members of various religious, ethnic, or 
racial groups, etc. Maybe it’s time to try 
something similar for crimes committed 
during a national disaster. Maybe there are 
some things that even the most humane 
societies don’t have to put up with.
How about tacking another 5 or 10 years 

onto the sentence of anyone convicted of 
committing a crime in any place declared 
to be a disaster area. Think that this is too 
harsh a penalty, especially for crimes that 
are merely crimes against ‘property?’  
If you think that, take another look at 

those pictures of people refusing to leave 
the wreckage of their homes after Sandy 
passed thru, living without electricity, 
heat, or hot water, because they wanted 
to protect from looters whatever was left. 
Take a good look and see if you still feel 
the same.
Or talk to the business owner who’s 

just lost his or her life’s savings and 

maybe a business that took a lifetime to 

build. Is there any punishment too great 

for preying on people in a situation like 

that? Not everything in life is ‘covered by 

insurance.’

Think the problem is just poor mothers 

stealing food for their kids? Think again. 

Very few of the stores vandalized during 

hurricane Sandy were grocery stores. 

Much more likely to have been sporting 

goods, jewelry, or appliance stores. What 

was that recipe for ‘Sneaker Fricassee’ or 

‘Toasted Flat Screen T. V. a l’Orange?’

A disaster ‘hate’ law? Maybe an idea 

whose time has come. The price of living 

in a civilized society is, or at least ought to 

be, living like a civilized human being.

Visit our blog at: www.ThePointingFinger.

Blogspot.com. -  We’ll leave the light on for 

you.

    Dr. Finger practices medicine (Otolaryngo-

logy) in Brooklyn. He ran for Congress in 

‘06 on both Libertarian and Republican 

lines. Contact: DrSteveFinger@aol.com

BUSINESS BROOKLYN STYLE – ADVERTISEMENT

Sandy’s Law
The Pointing Finger

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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HAIR DREAMS
WITH HAIR EXTENSIONS
All about hair extensions

Body and volume 
through hair thickening

Trendy styles with effect strands

BENSIMON HAIR BEAUTY
468 Avenue P, 
Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-998-3099
Email: bensimondayspa@yahoo.com

www.hairdreams.com
www.bensimonspa.com

Wow! Only

$100
Wow! Only

$100
Wow! Only

$100
KERATIN BRAZILIAN 
SMOOTHING THERAPY 

by Coco’s
 Reduces frizz and curl
 Blocks effects of humidity
 Makes hair smoother
 Leaves hair shinier
 Cuts down on blow-dry time

Large variety of keratin treatments available

THE MOST TALENTED 
Artists & Staff 

 Color - roots, single process by 
Koleston Perfect Wella Products

 Scalp & hair treatment
 Hair cut & blow dry
with select hairdressers

 Happy feet mani/pedi

FULL HEAD
of Highlights

Formulated 
& Made 

in the USA

Every 
Wednesday 

Only!

Soft
Smooth

Shiny

With Bensimon 
YOU GET 

THE BEST
Experience 

The Professional  

EDGE

INCLUDES
 Gloss  Blow dry
 Haircut  Style

*With Selected Hair Dressers *Mandatory $25 Gratuity

FREE Consultation, 
Call Bensimon Salon & Spa
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Bushwick’s grapevine is bursting with 

as much juicy lore as its woodlands once 
were with the scrub-oak that gave it the 
nickname “Cripplebush.”

Captain Kidd is rumored to have buried 
his treasure there during one of his visits 
to his friend Jean Meserole’s homestead — 
near present-day Roebling Street, Broad-
way, and N. First Street, then part of Bush-
wick.

Early polar explorer Dr. Frederick Al-
bert Cook once lived in a brick Romanesque 
revival-style house at 670 Bushwick Ave. off 
Willoughby Avenue.  

Ralph and Alice Kramden’s walk-up 
apartment in “The Honeymooners” was lo-
cated at 328 Chauncey St. between Howard 
and Saratoga avenues — miles away from 
its referenced site in Bensonhurst.

And distraught Bushwickites began 
dressing their children in street clothes 
at bedtime to make a swift getaway from 
the nightly infernos that raged in the late 
1970s, after homeowners began torching 
their homes to collect insurance following 
a massive mortgage meltdown.

Bushwick is girdled today by Williams-
burg, East New York, Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
Brownsville, and Ridgewood in Queens. But 
it was once the Town of Boswyck — Dutch 
for “town in the woods” — and one of the 
six original towns of Brooklyn containing 
present-day Williamsburg and Greenpoint.

Dutch settlers snapped up its boggy low-
lands, lying along the East River between 
Wallabout and Newtown creeks, from the 
Canarsee Indians in 1638 for some duffel 
cloth, kettles, adzes, axes, knives, corrals, 
and awls. 

The region remained farmland for the 
next 200 years. 

The Dutch, and later the French, Scan-
dinavians, and English, grew food, tobacco, 
and fl owers on its fertile soil, grazed their 

animals, and transported their produce to 
markets across the East River, traveling 
along a dirt road running parallel to pres-
ent-day Bushwick Avenue.

That humble thoroughfare would one 
day fl ourish as the residential core of thriv-
ing industry and highfalutin’ living in 
North Brooklyn.

Descendants of Hessian mercenaries 
who settled in Bushwick after the Ameri-
can Revolution launched the town as the 
American brewery capital, particularly af-
ter a sophisticated drainage system intro-
duced in the mid-1800s drew water from the 
mineral-rich lakes of Long Island.

Bushwick produced more than two mil-

lion barrels of prime suds at its peak, sup-
plying 10 percent of all beer consumed in the 
country. It boasted 14 breweries on as many 
blocks, and later sidestepped Prohibition by 
producing beer made of cereal — a legal en-
terprise due to its low alcohol content.

Now-defunct Fallert Brewery’s storage 
tunnels still snake below Meserole Street. 

Bushwick
Once-forgotten neighborhood has a memorable past

BUSHWICK HAS IT ALL: Knickerbocker Avenue remains one of the area’s premier shopping strips, but it was the site of the city’s second worst fi re in the 
1970s. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

STANDING OVATIONS 
ARE THE ONLY KIND 

IN BROOKLYN

Kellogg’s® Tour of  
Gymnastics Champions
Nov. 18  - 3PM

Bob Dylan and 
His Band with 
Special Guest 
�ar� Knop�er 
Nov. 21 - 7:30pm
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And Otto Huber Brewery at 260 Meserole 
St. near Bushwick Place is one of two 19th 
century breweries still standing on the old 
Brewer’s Row — reborn these days as a new 
beer hall named The Well.

Bushwick also once teemed with luxury 
dwellings commissioned by wealthy indus-
trial barons and other notables.

Mayor “Red Mike” John Francis Hylan, 
who served from 1918 to 1925, kept a town-
house on Bushwick Avenue — a big busi-
ness corridor specializing in shipping and 
ship building, ironworks, sugar, oil, rope, 
lumber, glue, and other lucrative trades.

The industrial boom gobbled up any 
remaining farmland, and the arrival of 
electric street cars and elevated trains on 
Broadway and Myrtle Avenue opened up 
cosmopolitan Bushwick to culture vul-
tures, many of whom came via the Penny 
Bridge — today the Kosciusko Bridge — to 
take in an opera or a “high-class” drama at 
one of the vaudeville-era playhouses.

The 2,000-seat Amphion Theatre on Bed-
ford Avenue between Division and S. Ninth 
streets — today an area of Williamsburg — 
was the nation’s fi rst theatre with electric 
lighting, before it was demolished in 1940 
as part of a city slum-clearing campaign.

The Bushwick Theatre on Broadway 
between Palmetto and Woodbine streets 
gained fame as the second most important 
vaudeville show hall after the Palace in 
Manhattan, while the Claridge Hotel ac-
commodated guests seeking a restful week-
end away from the clamors of fi lthy Man-
hattan.

Bushwick’s landscape includes some of 
the most magnifi cently appointed churches 
anywhere.

They are lasting tributes to its Russian, 
Italian, Irish, and Polish communities, and 
include St. Mark’s Lutheran Church at 626 
Bushwick Ave. off Jefferson Street built in 
1892, South Bushwick Reformed Church at 
855 Bushwick Ave. at Himrod Street con-
structed in the early 1850s, and St. Bar-
bara’s Roman Catholic Church, a Baroque 
beacon at Bleecker Street and Central Av-
enue erected in 1910.

Bushwick’s industrial age came to an 
end after its beer plants consolidated and 
moved away, prompting another demo-
graphic shift when African Americans and 
Puerto Ricans arrived in the late 1950s and 
1960s. 

They comprised more than half of the 
area’s population by 1970 — a decade when 
Bushwick famously fell on hard times. 

The misery culminated on July 13, 1977 
with a massive blackout, prompting un-
checked arson and looting along Flatbush, 
Pitkin, and Utica avenues, and on Broad-

way.
A fi re in an abandoned factory at Knick-

erbocker Avenue and Bleecker Street be-
came the second worst in the city’s history, 
destroying four blocks and 45 homes, while 
eliciting an emotional response from Mayor 
Ed Koch.

“I remember sitting in the living room of 
some longtime residents of Bushwick who 
described what they had been through,” he 
said at the time. “These were people who 
were determined to die in their community, 
and they just wanted to be able to do it with 
dignity.”

A crack epidemic in the coming decades 
skyrocketed the blight.

Murders nearly tripled in Bushwick, 
peaking with 77 homicides in 1990, making 
it one of the most dangerous neighborhoods 
in the city.

“Out here you see your people livin’ on 
the street, they’re like cavemen,” a local 
addict named Cookie informed criminolo-
gists, according to Steven Malanga’s ac-
count in the City Journal entitled, “The 
Death and Life of Bushwick.”

“If they could eat each other, they 
would, if it comes down to that,” the drug-
gie added.

Crime dropped to an encouraging low 
in 2006 with just fi ve murders, but soared 
again two years later to 13 homicides, sig-
naling that any foreseeable recovery in 
Bushwick was dependent on reducing its 
chronic lawlessness.

It’s been a wild roller coaster ride since 
the days when Henry Reed Stiles [1832–
1909] wrote in his book on the area, “142 

Fulton St. and No. 5 Nassau St., where often 
at mid-day and at early night-fall gathered 
those who thought there was something 
more than Kidd’s money hid away in the 
meadows and uplands of the old town of 
Bushwick.”

These days, visionaries and develop-
ers are devouring sites in the neighbor-
hood where baseball great Phil Rizzuto 
and comedy legend Eddie Murphy grew 
up, hoping to transform its gritty streets 
into sought-after enclaves of housing and 
commerce.

“It’s no coincidence that I got three or 
four calls in the last month about Bush-
wick,” Ian Lester, a Manhattan attorney 
representing commercial developers, tells 
the blog Brokelyn.

Yet attempts to gentrify Bushwick have 
met with resistance from long-standing 
residents, as artists and other young, white 
professionals move into its abandoned lofts 
and warehouses.

“Expensive housing sucks!” marchers 
chanted when a 14-story condo tower opened 
at 358 Grove St. off Wyckoff Avenue.

The good news is that regeneration on 
cobbled streets fl anked by bodegas, fast- 
food shops, and auto-repair shops is on the 
horizon.

Three cafes, two bars, one art gallery, 
one organic grocer, and several other retail 
businesses opened in 2010, states Crain’s. 

“And more are on their way, as people 
stream in from neighboring Williamsburg 
and other areas in search of a meal, a drink 
or just a look around, and as artists and oth-
ers take up residence,” it reports.

Bushwick facts
Five things you need to know 

about this nabe’s history

Bushwick’s hard-
scrabbled streets 
defi ne its uniquely 
gritty character, 
while its aban-
doned buildings 
attract a new 
wealth of young, 
white urbanites.

Bushwick’s 
glitterati 
includes late 
baseball Hall 
of Famer 
shortstop 
Phil Rizzuto.

Tinseltown 
titan Eddie 
Murphy 
(“Beverly 
Hills Cop”) 
hails from the 
neighborhood. 

Hood-eyed 
actor 
Vincent 
Schiavelli 
(“Ghost”)  is 
a Bushwick 
boy at heart.

Actress and 
singer Connie 
Stevens 
(“Hawaiin 
Eye”) was 
born in 
Bushwick.

STAYING SWANKY: Luhring Augustine art gallery at 25 Knickerbocker Ave. is among the area’s 
swanky new arrivals. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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barclayscenter.com

Tickets on sale now
To purchase tickets barclayscenter.com, 
ticketmaster.com or 800.745.3000

Juan Luis Guerra
and Juanes
Nov. 24 - 8pm

Neil Young & 
Crazy Horse
Patti Smith and her 
Band, and Everest

Dec. 3 - 7:30pm
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Easy Choice Medicare Advantage HMO & HMO-SNP Plans(1)… 

Make getting your prescriptions filled easy.
Looking for a plan that could help cover your prescriptions? Talk to Easy Choice.

Our all-in-one plans also include coverage for your doctor and hospital needs, feature additional 
benefi ts not covered by Original Medicare and can reduce your Part B premium by $76.50 a month.(2)(3)(4)

Make one easy call today! 

1-866-936-8133
(TTY/TDD: 1-800-662-1220) 

Member Services hours of operation:
Oct. 1, 2012, to Feb. 14, 2013, 7 days, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Feb. 15, 2013, to Sept. 30, 2013, Mon.–Fri., 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Oct. 1, 2013, to Dec. 31, 2013, 7 days, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

BY COLIN MIXSON
School’s out in Coney Is-

land, but the learning con-
tinues.

Kids in Coney Island 
celebrated their fi rst day 
back at school after Hurri-
cane Sandy hit last week — 
just not at PS 188.

“Education will go on,” 
said Scott Kravitsky, who 
teaches a kindergarten 
class at the Neptune Ave-
nue school and acts as the 
school’s community liai-
son, “even if the school’s 
closed.”

The Department of Edu-
cation says that the Michael 
E. Berdy School should be 
opened by next week, but 
teachers were told that the 
building will not open for 
a month or perhaps more, 
Kravitsky said.

The building’s boiler 
is shot, power has not re-

turned, and the school’s 
basement remains inun-
dated in several feet of sea 
water, offi cials say.

“The school is con-
stantly being worked on, 
but we’re not going to open 
until we get a clean bill of 
health,” said Kravitsky. 

Meanwhile, the city has 
arranged for kids in grades 
pre-K and kindergarten to 
occupy classrooms in PS 
212 in Fort Hamilton. Chil-
dren in grades one through 
fi ve are taking lessons at IS 
281, also in Fort Hamilton.

But students won’t 
have to worry about fi nd-
ing their classes — their 
teachers wait for them at 
the door.

“As soon as they walk in 
they’re greeted by a smile 
from their own teachers, 
so they feel very, very com-
fortable,” said Kravitsky.

CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE: Coney Island’s PS 188 on Nep-
tune Avenue may be closed for months due to damage it sus-
tained during Hurricane Sandy, and the little scholars there have 
been sent elsewhere. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Coney kids have school, 
but it’s not in Coney 

The Brooklyn Marathon got the thumbs down to expand its 
fi eld to displaced New York City marathoners, but the bor-
ough’s own 26.2-mile race will still go on as planned with its 
original 500 runners. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Marathon man
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Hey Brooklyn, not even 

hurricane victims want to 
wear your old mom jeans! 

Sandy relief groups say 
they have been deluged with 
tons of clothing — and had 
to divert volunteers and use 
precious gasoline to cart 
some of it away — thanks to 
kind-hearted Brooklynites 
who graciously donated the 
shirts off their backs.  

“While extremely well-
intentioned, some people 
use it as an excuse to clean 
out their house,” said Cara 
Raich, who has been run-
ning the supply room at 
Park Slope’s Congregation 
Beth Elohim. “We have 
been inundated.”

Now they’re spreading 
the word that other items 
are needed more than cloth-
ing.

Toiletries, cleaning sup-
plies and food are still in 
high demand in huricane-
ravaged areas, but there is 

limited need for clothing 
aside from outdoor winter 
wear, organizers report. And 
though donation outposts 
say they are grateful for the 
outpouring of support, relief 
workers are saying clothes 
are becoming too much of a 

hassle — and offer little re-
turn on invest-gift.

“We didn’t realize the 
amount of work that is in-
volved in sorting unlabeled 
clothes,” said Raich. “It 
takes forever.”

At the Red Hook Ini-

tiative, the back room is 
fi lled with pants, shirts, 
and sweaters, and volun-
teers have asked donors to 
stop bringing clothes, but it 
hasn’t worked. 

“That doesn’t seem to 
stop many people,” said 
Sandy Brockwell, opera-
tions coordinator at the 
Red Hook Initiative. “We’ve 
been trying to get the Salva-
tion Army to come by and 
take it all.”

At the Occupy Sandy 
main hub in Sunset Park, 
volunteers say they have 
the same problem, and are 
pleading with residents to 
bring stuff that’s really in 
demand. 

“We have received an 
immense amount of cloth-
ing and we are putting that 
low on the list,” said Occupy 
spokesman Justin Wedes. 

“We are trying to make 
sure people know that toi-
letries are much more 
needed.” 

Charities say they don’t want your clothes anymore

OVERDRESSED: Shaniqua Smith, a volunteer at Red Hook Initia-
tive, is surrounded by tons of clothing. Since Hurricane Sandy, re-
lief groups have been inundated with clothing donations they can’t 
use. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Brooklyn’s dresser is full Attn:

LANDLORDS

OVER 35
YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE
718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

&
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Bait and kitsch
Three female shysters defrauded a 

Sunset Park woman out of $6,000 in Leif 
Ericson Park on Oct. 31, police say.

The victim reported that she was on 
67th Street between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues at 4:50 pm when the trio of 
tricksters approached her and offered 
to sell her a bag full of items bringing 
good luck and wellness to her family for 
$6,000. 

The woman agreed to get the cash 
together and meet up with the shady la-
dies later on. 

The sale went down in the 66th Street 
and Eighth Avenue corner of the green 
space, and the woman took the bag home — 
only to fi nd later that it simply contained 
rolled up paper and a bottle of water.

Hoosier hold-up
A blade-wielding thug mugged an Indi-

ana transplant on Fort Hamilton Parkway 
on Nov. 11, according to cops.

The Bloomington-born victim told po-
lice that she was near 85th Street on her 
way home from shopping at 7 pm when 
the goon approached her with a knife in 
hand. 

The crook ordered her to surrender her 
phone, cash, and groceries, then frisked 
the woman to see if she was carrying any 
more money before fl eeing.

No conditions
A tool swiped an air conditioner from 

a garage on 64th Street on Nov. 11, police 
report.

The victim said that he locked his ga-
rage between 10th and 11th avenues at 
midnight, but when he returned 10 am to 
get his car, the fastener was broken — and 
his cooling unit, along with some of his 
children’s toys, were missing.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Murdered
Police found a man stabbed to death in-

side a Stillwell Avenue apartment on Nov. 
6, offi cials report.

Cops responding to a phone call for 
help arrived at the home between Avenue 
T and 86th Street at 11:50 pm, and saw 
the victim lying in a pool of blood on the 
fl oor. 

On further inspection, police no-
ticed stab wounds to the man’s neck and 
stomach. Security footage from cam-
eras outside show several men fleeing 
the scene.

Bag snag
A crook yanked a woman’s purse away 

on 72nd Street on Nov. 7, according to 
cops.

The victim said she was between 19th 
and 20th avenues at 8:40 am when the 

punk came up behind her, tore her pock-
etbook off of her shoulder, and fl ed in an 
unknown direction.

Bike swipe
An oily perp stole a motorcycle from a 

Bay Ridge Avenue backyard sometime be-
tween Nov. 1 and Nov. 5, cops say.

The victim said he left his ride behind 
his house between 21st Avenue and Bay 
Parkway at 4:30 pm. 

When he returned at 9 am four days 
later, the hog was gone.

Pain, no gain
A low life snatched a woman’s purse off 

of a bench in Bensonhurst Park while she 
exercised nearby on Nov. 10, police say.

The victim said she left her bag on a 
seat near the corner of Shore and Bay 
parkways at 9:30 am and started her work-
out. 

When she went back to the bench, the 
pocketbook was gone.

Car jacked
A punk pinched a car parked on 68th 

Street sometime between Nov. 8 and Nov. 
10, according to police.

The victim said he parked the vehicle 
near 17th Avenue at 5 pm on Nov. 8, and 
returned two days later to fi nd it gone. 

— Will Bredderman

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—SEAGATE

Shenanigans
A 19-year-old man was arrested for 

breaking the window of a Mermaid Ave-
nue car service on Nov. 6.

An employee told police that he was 
inside the business between W. 17th and 
W. 19th streets at 9:35 pm when he heard 
a window shatter and, upon investigating 
the disturbance, noticed the suspect loaf-
ing around outside of the building’s dam-
aged facade.

Illegal blade
Police arrested an 18-year-old who they 

say had an illicit gravity knife out in the 
open on W. 21st Street on Nov. 9.

The arresting offi cer said that he was 
between Mermaid and Surf avenues at 
7:45 pm, when he noticed the suspect fi d-
dling around with the illegal blade.

Off his rocker
A 43-year-old man was arrested for 

threatening a man at knife-point and then 
slashing his wife on Murdock Court on 
Nov. 5.

The victim told police that she was be-
tween West Street and Ocean Parkway at 
5:50 pm when the suspect drew a kitchen 
knife and placed it to her husband’s 
throat. 

“I’m gonna kill you, you son of a b----,” 
the suspect allegedly snarled. 

The man’s wife then attempted to in-
tervene, but earned herself a deep gash in 
her hand for the effort, cops said.

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Delivery debacle
A trio of thugs roughed up a Chinese 

food delivery guy on Batchelder Street 
on Oct. 30, although the crooks were un-
able to make off with any ill-begotten 
goods.

The victim told police that he was be-
tween Avenues W and X at 3:15 pm when 
the fi ends approached and demanded 
cash. 

The victim refused, so the thugs 
punched the man and threw him to the 
ground, before fl eeing without any loot, 
cops said.

Purse perps
Two young purse snatchers robbed a 

woman in front of an Avenue X apartment 
building on Nov. 6.

The victim told police that she was 
between Coyle and Batchelder streets at 
9:40 pm when the pint-sized purse pinch-
ers came up behind her and grabbed her 
handbag, which contained $55.

Wino
A scoundrel snatched some expensive 

bottles of wine from an Emmons Avenue 
diner that was damaged by Hurricane 
Sandy on Oct. 29.

An employee told police that he left the 
eatery between Doyle and E. 23rd streets 
at 11:15 pm, and returned the next day to 
fi nd that the front door had been busted by 
the super storm, and that some sneak had 
used to opportunity to grab the wine.

House call
Police arrested three men who they 

say beat and robbed a man outside of his 
E. 28th Street home on Nov. 6, taking his 
cellphone.

The victim told police that he was in 

his house between Avenues W and X at 
7:53 pm when one of the suspects called 
his phone. 

“Yo, come outside, I’m going to be by 
your house,” the suspect told the victim, 
who strolled outside to fi nd the suspect 
and two other men waiting for him. 

The three suspects then showered the 
victim with a maelstrom of blows before 
taking his phone and fl eeing, cops said.

Garage ganked
A louse looted a man’s Corbin Place ga-

rage on Oct. 30 — taking $8,650 worth of 
property.

The victim told police that he left his 
home near Oriental Boulevard at 1:30 pm, 
and returned later to fi nd that his garage, 
which had been dislodged from the house 
by Hurricane Sandy, had been completely 
looted. 

Among other things, the victim was 
missing $3,000 worth of bicycles, an $1,200 
patio table, an $850 air conditioner, and an 
$800 grill, cops said.

Pipe perp
A pipe-wielding punk attacked a man 

and took his bookbag on E. 16th Street on 
Oct. 13.

The victim told police that he was near 
Sheepshead Bay Road at 11:30 pm when 
the suspect unleashed a vicious blow on 
the victim’s arm, fracturing it. 

The crook then fl ed with the suspect’s 
backpack, which contained a $300 Net-
book, cops said.

Get down
A ruffi an threw a woman to the ground 

and stole her iPhone on E. 19th Street on 
Oct. 25.

The victim told police that she was 
near Jerome Avenue at 9:50 pm when the 
suspect stole up from behind and shoved 
her to the ground. 

The crook seized her phone, a $650 iP-
hone 4, and fl ed south on E. 19th Street, 
cops said.

Nice pants
Police arrested a 20-year-old woman 

who they say lifted a $1,000 pair of jeans 
from an Avenue U retailer on Oct. 24.

The store manager told police he was 
inside the outlet between Bedford Avenue 
and E. 26th Street at 6:15 pm when he no-
ticed the suspect stuff some Lonestar 
Skinny Jeans into her pocketbook and at-
tempt to leave without paying. 

The manager, however, wasn’t letting 
the suspect go without a fi ght and, after 
intercepting the woman, a scuffl e ensued, 
reported police. 

When the suspect was apprehended, po-
lice found that her bag was lined with alu-
minum, which confounds some alarms, 
cops said.

Ransacked
A bandit ransacked a man’s Ocean Av-

enue apartment on Nov. 5, taking a fl at-
screen TV.

Continued on Page 19
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How can 155, 886 
households in 

Brooklyn help your 
business?
CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper 
and Caribbean Life, have been an important part of 
the Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. Our 
weekly newspapers let you target a specific neigh-

borhood or reach all parts of the borough with your advertising mes-
sage. And with the borough’s largest household coverage, that’s a lot of 
Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn 
with CNG’s Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising 
professional who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510

District Attorney Charles Hynes has empanneled a 
special grand jury to investigate price gouging in the 
wake of Hurricane Sandy.

Hynes said that his offi ce has received a number of 
calls over the past few weeks about businesses who used 
the super storm as an opportunty to illegally raise prices. 
Some also propogated scams during the disaster.

“The sad truth about a tragedy like Hurricane Sandy 
is that while it brings out the very best in people, it can 
also bring out the worst,” Hynes said. “To raise the price 
of a hotel, as people seek emergency shelter is just uncon-
scionable.”

Hynes said the Grand Jury will investigate claims 
that businesses, such as hotels and gas stations, com-
mitted grand larceny by trick and dramatically raised 
prices in the wake of Hurricane Sandy. The Grand Jury 
will also investigate claims of grand larceny by false 
promise.

Some residents said that scam artists created fake 
charities, then collected – and kept – the contributions 
they received. Others created bogus construction com-
panies that would offer to damage Hurricane Sandy-rav-
aged homes, accepted payments, then never did the work 
they promised to do.                       

 Anyone with information concerning storm-related 
scams and price gouging should contact the DA’s Action 
Center at (718) 250–2340.

Card sharks busted
Two Sunset Park men accused of making fake social 

security cards and green cards are facing seven years in 
prison each now that they have been indicted on crimi-
nal possession of forged devices.

Investigators from District Attorney Charles Hynes’s 
offi ce said  Jose Mateo Castro, 56, and Leonel Escamilo, 
43, would make fake social security cards, green cards, 
and license plates and send the bogus identifi cations to 
associates in New Jersey and Michigan.

The men were arrested following a  year-long investi-
gation condicted by the DA’s detective investigators and 
the United States Department of Homeland Security.

 The investigation began in July, 2011, when Homeland 
Security agents received a tip that an individual known 
as “Pancho” was selling forged Green Cards and Social 
Security cards to undocumented aliens out of Las Con-

chitas Bakery in in Sunset Park. Investigators learned 
that “Pancho” worked at the bakery and discovered that 
his real name was Jose Mateo Castro.   

The DA’s indictment charges that Castro, on multiple 
occasions, sold fake Green Cards and Social Security 
Cards to an individual in exchange for $130.   

The charges allege that over the next few months, 
undercover operatives met Castro and gave him money, 
passport photos and the information to be used on the 
ID’s.  Later that day, Castro would provide that individ-
ual with forged Green Cards and Social Security Cards 
bearing the names and photographs that the individual 
had provided to Castro previously.  Castro provided iden-
tifi cation cards “in the names of at least six different peo-
ple,” the indictment claims. 

On August 14, 2012, the surveillance team observed 
Castro hand an envelope to a man identifi ed as Escami-
ilo.  Escamiilo took the envelope and went to a Sunset 
Park building.  About an hour later, Escamiilo exited the 
building with a bag, which he gave to Castro. 

Investigators executed a search warrant on the build-
ing, and recovered a trove of supplies used to manufac-
ture various forms of government-issued identifi cation 
cards, including blank cards, holograms, laminates, a 
paper-cutter, a computer and a printer, easily available 
online for about $1,300, specifi cally used for making dou-
ble-sided ID cards.

Both men were taken into custody on Nov. 8.
 Attempts to reach both Castro and Escamilo’s attorn-

ies were unsuccessful by press time.

DA storms at Hurricane Sandy fi lchers
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Woodhull Hospital Gouverneur Healthcare Services Kings County Hospital

760 Broadway
December 3
10:00 AM

227 Madison Street, Manhattan
November 21

9:00 AM

451 Clarkson Avenue
November 15 & 29

9:00 AM

October 15 – December 7 is your chance to enroll in or switch your Medicare plan for 2013. Don’t miss out! Come to one of our 
free Medicare Seminars. We’ll answer all of your questions and tell you what you need to do to take advantage of this time period.

This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our customer service number at 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 
1.800.881.2812 Monday-Saturday, 8AM-8PM. Esta información está disponible gratuitamente en otros idiomas. Por favor contacte a nuestro 
Servicio de Atención al Cliente al 1.866.986.0356 o a nuestro número TTY para personas con problemas auditivos 1.800.881.2812. Lunes a 
viernes 8AM-8PM. MetroPlus is a Health Plan with a Medicare contract. This event will include sales presentations about all MetroPlus Medicare 
Advantage Plans. A sales representative will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at 
sales meetings, call 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 1.800.881.2812, Monday-Saturday, 8AM-8PM.  H0423_MKT1144 File&Use 10062012

For detailed location information and to RSVP, please call us.

Confused by so many Medicare choices?
Relax. MetroPlus can point you in the right direction.

W W W. M E T R O P L U S M E D I C A R E . O R G
T T Y : 1 . 8 0 0 . 8 8 1 . 2 8 1 2

1 . 8 6 6 . 9 8 6 . 0 3 5 6
Hours of Operation: Mon – Sat, 8AM – 8PM

BY ELI ROSENBERG
In some parts of the country, 

 people spend their time   fi ghting 
tooth-and-nail to prevent others 
from voting . But here in the Brook-
lyn, locals give their blood, sweat, 
and tears to get everyone they can 
out to vote — especially in the af-
termath of Hurricane Sandy.

A 36-year-old Park Slope TV 
writer volunteering at the Park 
Slope Armory realized that many 
of the evacuees at the makeshift 
storm shelter were not going to 
be able to make it back to their 
devastated neighborhoods to vote 
— so she worked a 26-hour shift 
printing, distributing, and then 
collecting absentee ballot applica-
tions.

And she narrowly managed to 
beat the city’s voting deadlines.

“I was calling everyone and Fa-
cebooking everyone and trying to 
get everyone to help,”  said Livia 
Beasley . “That’s how it is in produc-
ing television. Sometime’s there’s a 
crunch, it’s no biggie.”

As she volunteered at the 15th 
Street shelter last week after the 
storm, Beasley found out that 
many of the people she was at-
tending to — largely a group of 
older residents from two indepen-

dent care facilities in the Rock-
aways — had no way to get to the 
polls, nor any other way for them 
to vote at the shelter. 

“It started to dawn on them 
that they weren’t going to be able 
to get back,” said Beasley, who 
Park Slopers might know from the 
band Barefoot Walking. “That’s 
when I started making calls.”

Luckily for her, the state 
Board of Elections  extended the 
deadline to apply for absentee 
ballots in person to Monday  — 
giving her one day to make sure 
the storm evacuees received and 
turned around the paperwork 
they needed to be eligible.

Beasley printed out stacks of 
the applications on Sunday eve-
ning, then she began her gruel-
ling, vote-gathering marathon.

The trick was fi nding people 
who were awake.

“It doesn’t get completely dark 
in here, and these folks don’t 
necessarily sleep at the same 
time,” said Beasley, who worked 
straight through the night into 
Monday. 

“In the middle of the night I 
was seeing who was awake and 
we did register a bunch of people 
in the middle of the night.”

After collecting 76 absentee bal-
lot applications, Beasley and fel-
low volunteers raced to the Board 
of Elections outposts in Brooklyn 
and Queens, fl agging some cabs, 
to get them in before the offi ces 
closed Monday evening. 

She said she headed home at 9 
pm on Monday — after beginning 
her one-woman get-out-the-vote 
effort at 7 pm the day before.

After her first night of sleep 
since Saturday, Beasley was 
back at the Armory on election 
day, gathering the ballots them-
selves and making sure the evac-
uees managed to drop them off 
before the 5 pm Tuesday dead-
line for hand-delivered votes.

She and some other volunteers 
also took several shelter resi-
dents to vote due to Gov. Cuomo’s 
affi davit ballot provision, which 
allowed New Yorkers in storm-
affected areas to vote anywhere 
they’d like in the state.

Beasley said the results from 
the Armory were clear.

“There were maybe two people 
voting for Romney talking about 
it in like a hush-hush tone,” she 
said. “But just about everyone 
said they were going to vote for 
Obama.”

Sloper helps evacuees vote

ABSENTEE DEVOTEE: Livia Beasley helped Hurricane Sandy evacuees cast ab-
sentee ballots.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini 
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at

atKings Plaza!

Visit

November 15
through

December 24, 2012
Located on Level 2

near Guess

TEN WINNERS – 
DRAWING DATE DECEMBER 17, 2012

Bring this completed entry form to Customer Service by 
12/16/2012. 

MONDAY – SATURDAY
11:00 am to 9:00 pm

Breaks 1:30 pm – 2:30 pm  •   5:30 pm – 6:30 pm
SUNDAY

12:00 Noon – 7:00 pm
Break 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Macy’s • Sears • Best Buy • The Gap • H&M • Aeropostale 

and many more great stores!

Flatbush Ave. & Ave. U, Brooklyn, NY • 718-253-6842 • kingsplazaonline.com

Name

Address

City            State   Zip 

Email 

Phone

One entry per person. Must be 18 years or older. 
Complete details and rules available at Customer Service.
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BY COLIN MIXSON
No matter what natural 

disaster looms around the 
corner, there remains one 
habitat in Brooklyn where 
residents can literally live 
off the land — Marine Park!

Naturalist “Wildman” 
Steve Brill will show every-
one just how easy it is to 
fi nd farm-fresh fruits and 
vegetables in a city park, 
just in case another disaster 
strikes, during a four-hour 
foraging tour of the Marine 
Park wetlands on Nov. 24.

“You can get stuff there 
that is fresh when your power 
is out and everything’s going 
bad in your fridge,” the “Wild-
man” explained. “If we mess 
up our planet a lot more forag-
ing is going to become more 
important.”

To Brill, Marine Park is 
a veritable Garden of Eden 
when it comes to sumptuous, 
uncultivated edibles, and 

while its sandy soil is bad 
for trees, it’s great for hardy 
roots and vegetables that 
benefi t from the extra sun.

“The soil is poor, limit-
ing tree growth, but ben-
efi ting plants that can take 
advantage of the unblocked 
sun and nutrient-poor soil,” 
Brill explained.

Feral fruits certainly 
grow in abundance, and 
frolicking foragers can ex-
pect to fi nd winged sumac — 
great for pink lemonade in a 
pinch — and Autumn olive 
berries, which taste like the 
unclaimed offspring of rasp-
berries, according to the for-
aging expert.

And there’s mushrooms, 
too! After 25 years of leading 
foraging tours in Marine 
Park, Brill says he’s found 
a grove full of tasty blewitt 
mushrooms not far from IS 
278.

“They’re incredibly fl a-

vorful, very, very powerful 
and just as good as anything 
you’d fi nd in a gourmet 
store,” Brill said.

Aside from leading forag-
ers to the tasty plants — and 
away from the toxic ones 
— Brill will share some de-
lectable recipes from his 
iPhone app, “Wild Edibles 
Full.”

“Our food supply is con-
taminated with preserva-
tives and people’s health 
are already suffering,” Brill 
explained. “Getting out and 
enjoying the environment 
will keep you physically ac-
tive and wild foods are more 
nutritious than stuff you’d 
buy in the corner deli.”

Foraging with Steve 
Brill at Marine Park [Av-
enue U and Burnett Street, 
call (914) 835–2153 at least 24 
hours in advance to reserve 
a spot]. Nov. 24, 11:45 am. 
$20 suggested donation.

Forage with 
‘Wildman’ Brill

Calvary Home Care, Calvary Home Hospice, or Calvary Hospital.

unique and comprehensive.  For more than a century, 
it has been treating not only the physical pain, 
but has also been providing enormous emotional 
relief, to both the patient and the family. Calvary 

Different from most other programs and services, 

Calvary Family of Care”, they are cared for and 

Calvary patient – and their family – receives. It is part 

Where Life Continues.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
2012 Winner 

of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

THE WILDMAN: “Wildman” Steve Brill will lead a foraging tour through Marine Park on Nov. 24. 
 Photo by Violet Brill



N
OV. 15-21, 2012, C

OURIER L
IFE

19

BR

Call Jack or David 718-336-9020 
2489 Coney Island Ave. (Corner Of Ave. V) 

OUR ONLY LOCATION
Repair Shop Open 

Used Car Lot Now Open for Business!

 
Any Make. Any 

model. We 
have all special 

We service 

gas and diesel. 

FREE car wash with any oil change (Expires 11/30/12)

For all those who WISH 
it could be

The way it 

Serving Brooklyn since 1975

Us
ed
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ow

FULL SERVICE GAS AT 
SELF SERVE PRICE

Sales  Service

Collision Lease Returns

Inspections

The original 
Nacmias  
Brothers

now known as

Nacmias 
& Sons
Sunoco

NYS State 
DMV DCA 
#1433418

JACK IS 
BACK... He 

Moved Across 
The Street

ALL COLLISION & TREE DAMAGE REPAIRS
We will take your car to any approved body shop. 

START YOUR CAREER WITH US!

Queens Campus
69-30 Austin St.
Forest Hills, NY

866-502-5120

Brooklyn Campus
8109 Bay Parkway

Brooklyn, NY
866-891-9819

OPEN HOUSE
EVERY WEDNESDAY!

SSTTAARRT YYOOUURR CAARREEEERR WWIITTHH UUSS!!START YOUR CAREER WITH US!

us

9

McDade said teachers and 
students approach her all 
the time and ask her what 
she needs. 

“People are coming up to 
me and giving me money,” 
she said. “Everyone wants to 
be such a big help. I feel like I 
don’t have nothing anymore.”

Strong, who recently 
found an apartment in Bay 
Ridge, said she and the play-
ers have been living a no-
madic existence since the 
storm, as they bed at differ-
ent friends’ or family mem-
bers’ homes. 

Junior Daisy Trustumm 
couldn’t make it to the game 
because she is living in Con-
necticut. Also, eight mem-
bers of the school’s fi rst-

place junior varsity team 
were also affected, adding 
to an already diffi cult situ-
ation. 

“It’s really, really tough 
on these kids,” Strong said. 
“They are too young to have 
to experience this. It’s hor-
rible.”

Many of the players 
have been back to Breezy 
Point and what’s left of their 
homes. Sullivan called it 

“pure devastation:” in some 
sections there’s nothing but 
burnt houses and houses 
collapsed inside of others. 

It didn’t feel like home, 
but doesn’t mean it won’t 
be home again in time, Mc-
Dade explained.  

“My family is very de-
termined to rebuild our 
house where it was,” Mc-
Dade said. “But it’s gong to 
take awhile.”  

Continued from Page 4

Fontbonne

The victim told police that he left his home between 
Avenues Y and Z at 8 am, and returned to fi nd one of his 
windows left ajar and his $500 boob tube missing.

70TH PRECINCT
FLATBUSH—MIDWOOD

Terrible tantrum
A 25-year-old woman was arrested for throwing a fi t 

— not to mention a few cellphones — inside a Flatbush 
Avenue Verizon Wireless store on Nov. 11, before stealing 
some phones and a laptop.

An employee at the store between Nostrand Avenue 
and E. 31st Street told police the suspect stormed in at 
10:45 am and started harassing him. 

“Call your f------ manager,” the suspect allegedly 
shouted, before snatching up cellphones and tossing them 
on the fl oor. She then allegedly swept a computer monitor 
off its stand, before grabbing a laptop and phones. 

“I am going to come back with a gun,” the suspect snarled, 
before fl eeing with his ill-begotten goods, police reported.

Bad apple
An 18-year-old boy was arrested for viciously trying to 

rob a man on E. 23rd Street on Nov. 9.
The victim told police that he was near Glenwood 

Road at 12:23 am when the suspect and another man crept 
up behind him, and placed him in a choke hold. 

The suspect and his accomplice allegedly beat the vic-
tim, threw him to the ground, and searched his pockets. 
The crooks fl ed empty-handed, according to police.

Gang assault
A 17-year-old boy was arrested for mugging another 

man on Argyle Road on Nov. 8.
The victim told police that he was between Dorchester 

Road and Ditmas Avenue at 8:30 pm when the suspect and 
some partners shoved him to the ground and hit him.

The suspect then allegedly grabbed the victim’s phone 
before fl eeing.  — Colin Mixson

Continued from Page 4



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

NO
V. 

15
-2

1, 
20

12
20

BR

BY COLIN MIXSON
Two fi re trucks col-

lided at E. 103rd Street 
and Avenue J in Canarsie 
last Thursday, propelling 
both through a man’s brick 
wall and sending 10 of New 
York’s Bravest to local hos-
pitals in serious conditions.

Engine 257 was racing 
southbound on E. 103rd 
Street, while Engine 170 
traveled west on Avenue J 
— sirens blaring on both ve-
hicles — when they collided 
at 7:30 am.

The fi re engines skidded 
to a stop in long-time Ca-
narsie resident Cecil Lowe’s 
front yard, mere feet from 
his Avenue J home, and de-
molished his $22,000 brick 
wall in the process.

“When they hit, I ran to 
the window and saw two 
trucks rolling towards me,” 
Lowe explained. “I said 
‘holy lord,’ and prayed they 
would stop before hitting 
the house. The closest truck 
ended up about a yard from 
the house.”

Lowe described the vio-
lent impact as akin to an 
explosion.

“Yeah, I felt the vibra-
tions, boom, like a bomb 
went off,” he said.

All 10 fi re personnel in-
volved in the accident, who 
were on their way to asses 
an odor of smoke emanat-

ing from a Paerdegat Ave-
nue North home at the time 
of the accident, were sent to 
hospitals in serious condi-
tions.

The driver of Engine 257 
suffered the most severe 
injuries, and emergency 
workers had to pry him out 
of the vehicle with a Jaws of 

Life apparatus.
“One of the passen-

gers was walking around 
dazed, the driver was un-
conscious,” said Lowe. “He 
was bleeding, the blood was 
all over the door. They had 
to use the jaws of hell, or 
whatever they call it to get 
him out.”

Ten of New York City’s Bravest listed in serious condition after crash

GATE CRASHERS: Canarsie resident Cecil Lowe is going to have to 
rebuild his $22,000 brick wall surrounding his Avenue J house now 
that Engines 257 and 170 collided into it while enroute to a call on 
Nov. 7. Photos by Paul Martinka

BRAVEST DOWN: All 10 fi refi ghters involved in the two-rig accident were transported to local hospi-
tals. The driver of Engine 257 — pictured here — had the most serious injuries, witnesses said. 

Two fi re engines collide in Canarsie

CONFUSED ABOUT YOUR MEDICARE OPTIONS?
Are you turning 65 or enrolled in Medicare? Do you know you have choices?

Selecting the right Medicare Health Plan  
is one of the most important decisions you can make.

Let us help you!
We offer a FREE NO OBLIGATION  
review of your Medicare options.

Call NOW to schedule an in-home appointment  
or speak to an Agent near you!

HealthCare Partners, IPA
www.hcpipa.com
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In both men and women these conditions are caused by, 
or worsened by, the lack of suffi cient testosterone, and 

all are almost always signifi cantly helped or 
eliminated by testosterone replacement. Testosterone has been available 
by prescription for fi fty-seven years. Testosterone replacement is safe and 

effective in both men and women.

Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE
❖ Fatigue?
❖ Anxiety?
❖ Depression?
❖ Type II Diabetes?
❖ Vascular Diseases?
❖ Weight Gain?
❖ Confusion?

❖ Weakness?
❖ Osteoporosis?
❖ Shortness Of Breath?
❖ Lost Interest In Sex?
❖ Lack Of Self-Esteem?
❖ Lack Of Motivation?
❖ Poor Self-Confi dence

❖ Coronary Disease?
❖ Erectile Dysfunction?
❖ Sexual Discomfort?
❖ Lost Sexual Feelings?
❖ Heart Failure?
❖ Menstrual Cramps?

Testosterone defi ciency treatment 
is covered by most insurances.

Get your testosterone level checked!!!

Martin Slavin, MD

718-444-7040

The Ridge Reperatory 
Company Center Stage 
is Where They Will Be!
“The Last Night at Ballyhoo” castmembers will be
set to begin performances November 17, 18, and
again on Dec. 1 & 2 at the Bay Ridge Jewish Center
located in Bay Ridge , Brooklyn on 4th Avenue  and
81 Street. For ticket information call 718-836-3103.
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tance.
“When I found out these 

places had no cops, Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency workers, or the Red 
Cross helping out, and I saw 
fi ve cops at an intersection 
in Manhattan on the TV, 
I was incensed by it,” said 
Robicelli. “Brooklyn’s my 
home, and these people who 
were being so neglected are 
our brothers and sisters.”

Robicelli — who is still 
on the mend after being 
hit by a car last month — 
immediately sent out mes-
sages urging people to get 
involved through Twitter 
and through the Bay Ridge 
Parents Facebook page. 

The response was over-
whelming, as tweets and 
messages asking how to 
give or receive aid began 
pouring in from all corners 
of the city.

“Tons of people started 
tweeting at me or sending 
me messages over Face-
book, asking ‘what can I 
do?’ And people from Sea-
gate and Staten Island were 
calling me, asking for help,” 
said Robicelli. “They know 

that people in the areas that 
got hit aren’t going to have 
power for a long time, they 
aren’t going to have their 
homes.” 

“We can’t forget about 
them next week, we can’t 
forget about them next 
month, we can’t forget 
about them in January and 
February,” she said.

But her efforts hit a 
speed bump thanks to the 
gas crunch: many of the 
dishes Robicelli’s team pre-
pared spoiled because they 

couldn’t be delivered. That’s 
when Robicelli reached out 
to the Occupy Sandy relief 
effort — an offshoot of the 
Zucotti Park movement — 
to help her identify where 
the neediest people are lo-
cated, and used Facebook 
and Twitter to coordinate 
drop-offs.

“Social media acted like 
a dispatch, like a 911 center, 
except that everybody’s on 
call all the time,” said Robi-
celli, who was amazed by all 
of the support she received.

Continued from cover 
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The GENESIS Program
Xaverian’s Middle School

for the Academically Talented

OPEN HOUSE

The Genesis Program, Xaverian’s middle school, is designed to 
develop and nurture high-level critical thinking skills and is com-
mitted to the development of the middle school student through 
academic excellence, extracurricular involvement, and Christian 
service to neighbor and community.

A Genesis education encompasses and surpasses the standard 

A cutting edge, one-to-one learning environment complete with 
Smart classrooms and an iPad for each student
Enriched Theological studies including the Bible, Christology, 
and Catholic Social Justice
Full-time guidance counselors

Application packets will be available at Open House!

www.xaverian.org/genesis

RAW MATERIALS: Bay Ridge Cares member Karen Tadross shows 
off some of the donated food Allison Robicelli and fellow chefs will 
turn into hot meals for Sandy victims. Photo by Elizabeth Graham



N
OV. 15-21, 2012, C

OURIER L
IFE

23

BR

Check your jewelry box for broken, tangled 
or mismatched jewelry - rings, earrings, 
pendants, watches, bracelets - and we will pay 
you top dollar instantly! 

Call us today for an appointment, and we’ll 
appraise and buy your items on the spot.

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Invite your friends and family to make quick cash.
It’s a fun, safe and convenient way for you and your 

friends to turn your outdated gold jewelry into cash!
30%
EXTRA CA$H
YOU WILL RECEIVE AN EXTRA 

30% IN CASH WHEN WE 
PURCHASE YOUR GOLD *

Present this coupon upon your price quote and you 
will receive an extra 30% cash bonus. Bonus cannot 
exceed $100. This coupon may not be combine with 

any other promotion or special price offer. Limit 
1 coupon per customer. Offer expires 12/23/2012.

(718) 339-GOLD 4653

VISIT US ON THE WEB  www.cashforgoldbk.com

BROOKLYN, NY

Nothing to Lose,  
Everything to Gain!

1623 Ave. U  
Near East 17th St.

DCA# 1361142

4905 Ave. N  
Near Utica Ave. 
DCA# 1373537

2233 65th St.  
Near Bay Parkway 

DCA# 1420833

2619-2 86th St.  
Near West 13th St. 

DCA# 1408714

252 Flatbush Ave.  
Near St. Marks Ave.

DCA# 1383520

WE BUY  
PAWN 

TICKETS 

STORE HOURS:

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR, LIMITED 1 PROMOTION PER PERSON. 
*GET ONE ENTRY BLANK FOR EACH $200 WE BUY FROM YOU. IF YOU SELL US $1000 OR MORE WE WILL DOUBLE YOUR ENTRIES! 

BRAND NEW MINI iPAD RAFFLE

216-17 Merrick Blvd.  
Springfield Gardens

DCA# 1387619

QUEENS, NY
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LATE PAGE

Kick off the holiday shopping season by patronizing your 
favorite store during our Sidewalk Sales Days and enjoy

 FREE TROLLEY RIDES   ON 5TH AVENUE
38th to 64th Street 
(stopping at all B63 bus stops)
From 1pm-5pm

Santa Claus will be a 
special guest on board 
Brooklyn Friday November 23
Saturday November 24
Sunday November 25

Thursday, November 29, 2012
Corner of 60th Street & 5th Avenue

Sunset Park Business Improvement District 
In Cooperation with Our Lady of Perpetual Help Basilica
Invites you to Begin the 2012 Holiday Season 
on 5th Avenue

3:00-4:00pm Meet Santa by the Holiday Tree
Free picture and bag for each child

4:30-6:00pm Entertainment by The Brooklyn Chinese American 
Association Youth Chorus, St. Agatha’s School Chorus, 
Amerikick Martial Arts demo, OLPH School Chorus, 
Grupo Cultural de Sunset Park

6:00pm 
Tree is Lit

Sponsored by SUNSET PARK BID 5116A - 5th Avenue  (718) 439-7767
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TO PLACE AN AD IN OUR LINE OF FAMILY PUBLICATIONS, PLEASE CALL 718.260.4554

ADVERTISE WITH US!
BROOKLYN

Family
QUEENS

Family
STATEN ISLAND

Family
BRONX/RIVERDALE

Family

FamilyBROOKLYN

www.familyresourceny.com

February 2010

FREEChildren’s 

Dental Health

Where to go in February? Check out our Going Places

Doubling up!

Managing the cost of multiples

Doubling up!

Managing the cost of multiples

Family
QUEENS

www.familyresourceny.com

March 2010FREE

Eig
h

t Yea
r 

A
n

n
iversa

ry

Where to go in March? Check out our Going Places

Perfect match  
Pick your summer program now!

Perfect match  
Pick your summer program now!

FamilyBRONX/RIVERDALE

www.webfamilyny.com

July 2010

FREE

WHERE TO GO IN JULY? Check out our Going PlacesRight bites!

Eat your w
ay to better health

Family
STATEN ISLAND

www.webfamilyny.com

October 2010FREE

Where to go in October? Check out our Going Places

G
u

id
e to

H
ig

h
 Sch

ools

Talkin’Teens
Safer surfingFor today’s iTeens

Big smilesThe ortho checklist

Mastering FacebookSmarter social networking

BY COLIN MIXSON
Gerritsen Beach resi-

dents are griping that they   
have been neglected by Con 
Edison, but at least one son 
of the devastated neighbor-
hood is lending a helping 
hand.

Electrician and Ger-
ritsen Beach resident John 
Langone, who says he is 
sickened by all the price-
gouging predators fl ocking 
to his Hurricane Sandy-
scarred community, has 
taken it upon himself to 
prepare his beleaguered 
end of Brooklyn for the an-
ticipated return of electric-
ity.

“I’m tired of hear-
ing about women getting 
charged $700 for an inspec-
tion,” Langone raged. “I’ve 
lived in Gerritsen Beach 
my whole life and I’ve 
never seen a disgrace like 
this.”

Langone, whose roots 
run deep in Gerritsen 
Beach, has vowed to spend 
his days inspecting prop-
erties in the neighborhood 
without charge so resi-
dents can get their lights 
switched on.

Con Edison won’t power 
up homes hit hard by the 
storm until it gets the all 
clear from a licensed elec-
trician. 

“My house will be the 
last to be touched,” Lan-
gone vowed. “My grandpar-
ents have been here since 
the 1920s and I would dis-
grace them if I didn’t help 
the neighborhood fi rst.”

The electrician, who 
also works for the Port 
Authority in New York 
and New Jersey, says Ger-
ritsen Beach has been 
largely neglected by the 
city, and said that last 
Thursday’s town hall 

meeting at Resurrection 
Church, which featured 
announcements from Con 
Edison officials, was little 
more than a sham held to 
placate neighborhood res-
idents.

“What a bogus town hall 
meeting,” said Langone. “I 
work for the Port Author-
ity. I see all the relief com-
ing in and I don’t see any of 
that in Gerritsen Beach.”

With little aid coming 
from outside, Langone is 
adamant that Gerritsen 
Beach will have to look to 
its own as it struggles to 
regain a measure of nor-
malcy.

“We’re the last ones 
noted on the map,” he said. 
“We’re a community of fi rst 
responders, and we’re the 
last neighborhood to get 
any kind of assistance. We 
have to help each other.”

Beyond providing 

free inspections, Lan-
gone offers other services 
at extreme discounts 
for hard-hit homeown-
ers, including installing 
much-needed boilers for 
a fraction of what other 

electricians have been 
charging.

The big-hearted electri-
cian might not be turning 
much of a profi t, but he’s 
fi nding himself rich in 
goodwill.

“I’ve received lots of in-
vites from complete strang-
ers to come back and use 
their showers,” said Lan-
gone. “I still don’t have hot 
water, but I’ve made a few 
friends.”

THE POWER OF CHARITY: Electrician John Langone has been providing free inspections for resi-
dents in Gerritsen Beach, which was devastated by Hurricane Sandy. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Electrician lights 
up Gerritsen Beach
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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
A controversial plan to turn a 

vacant W. Ninth Street building 
into a homeless shelter became a 
reality last Tuesday night due to 
Hurricane Sandy.

About 120 homeless male vet-
erans who were displaced from a 
Queens shelter during the storm 
are receiving temporary hous-
ing at the building between Court 
Street and Hamilton Avenue — 
where the lease-holder intends to 
set up a permanent 170-bed home-
less shelter despite community op-
position.

The Department of Homeless 
Services broke the news of the 
hurricane shelter to Community 
Board 6 district manager Craig 
Hammerman by letter last Mon-
day, insisting it’s only temporary.

“We were told this is going to be 
short term, they will be out in less 
than a month,” said Hammerman. 

The Institute for Community 
Living, which operates the storm-
damaged Queens shelter, is in 

charge of the temporary W. Ninth 
Street facility.

The arrival of the storm shelter 
comes after neighbors protested 
a plan by Housing Solutions USA, 
which holds the lease on the site 
and intends to open the contested, 
long-term shelter. 

Carroll Gardens residents ex-
pressed compassion for the dis-
placed homeless vets, but echoed 
their angst about the plan for a 
permanent shelter. 

“For veterans on a temporary 
basis until their place is rehabili-
tated, we can do that. Neighbor 
can help neighbor, no doubt about 
it,” said longtime Carroll Gardens 
resident Buddy Scotto, 84, who is 
completely opposed to the possibil-
ity of a permanent 170-bed homeless 
shelter in the up-and-coming area 
in the shadow of the Gowanus Ex-
pressway.

“This is the weakest part of 
our neighborhood, which means 
we need to strengthen this part of 
the neighborhood, not weaken it,” 

he said.
Neighbor Matthew Morettini 

doesn’t want the temporary home-
less shelter to become a permanent 
part of W. Ninth Street.

“I understand them coming in 
now since everyone was displaced 
with the hurricane, but I hope that 
doesn’t mean a fi nal decision has 
been made,” he said. “Now it’s just 
happening without any other in-
put from the community.”

The vets coming to W. Ninth 
Street — some of whom lost much 
of their belongings to the storm — 
hope their new neighbors will ac-
cept them.

“I hope the community under-
stands that we served our coun-
try from Iraq and Vietnam,” said 
Mike, a 53-year-old Army veteran 
who declined to give his last name 
because he doesn’t want to publi-
cize the fact he is homeless. “I don’t 
want to be pre-judged — we are vet-
erans and we deserve respect.”

But other Carroll Gardens res-
idents contend that the long-term 

proposal is unsafe for the kid-
friendly neighborhood. 

“It’s going to defi nitely in-
crease crime rates, reduce safety, 
and reduce the value of the neigh-

borhood,” said Tarek Ahmed, a fa-
ther of fi ve-month-old twins. 

The Department of Homeless 
Services did not return calls before 
press time. 

Homeless move into Carroll Gardens building

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

NEW NEIGHBOR: Curtis Lee, 45, is an army veteran staying in the W. Ninth St. 
shelter that is now holding 120 homeless vets who were displaced from their 
Queens shelter by Hurricane Sandy. Community Newspaper Group / Natalie Musumeci

Shelter shocker
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Thousands of volunteers 

poured into storm-battered Co-
ney Island on Nov. 10 and put 
their sweat, muscle, and hearts 
into the relief effort.

The Parks Department had 
teams shoveling sand off of the 
Boardwalk and picking up trash 
on the beaches, while volunteers 
with the public-private partner-
ship The Alliance for Coney Is-
land helped residents and small 
business owners remove water-
damaged furniture and interior 
walls. 

The United Federation of 
Teachers gave out food, water, 
and clothes in MCU Park’s park-
ing lot on Surf Avenue between 

W. 19th and W. 20th streets. 
Organizers said they were 

amazed at the number of people 
who came out to help. 

“It’s really been a great turn-
out,” said Elijah Hutchinson, 
who helped coordinate volun-
teers for the newly formed Alli-
ance — which includes Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel Park, Luna Park, 
and Gargiulo’s Restaurant. “It’s 
been wonderful to have so many 
people together, and being active 
in the community.” 

Meanwhile, in Brighton 
Beach, staffers at PS 253 — un-
der the leadership of Principal 
Lisa Speroni, parent coordina-
tor Gina Dacchille, and Parent-
Teacher Association president 

Claudio Escoto — gathered hun-
dreds of bags of clothing, toilet-
ries, and other necessities to give 
away to impacted families.

 Dacchille said the model for 
the effort — which operated out 
of the school’s parking lot on 
Ocean View Avenue between 
Brighton Sixth and Brighton 
Seventh streets — was “working 
in the community, for the com-
munity.” 

“Brighton Beach was hit 
hard, very hard, and it was of the 
utmost importance to assist our 
families in need. We had to do 
whatever we had to do to assist 
our community,” said Dacchi-
lle, who said at least 500 people 
picked up supplies at the event. 

CHIPPING IN: (Clockwise from above) Charlotte Eichna of Crown Heights 
rakes up loose brush that Sandy left on Coney’s shores. Teachers hand out 
hot coffee at a donation drive. PS 253 teacher Lauren Figari helps Brigh-
ton Beacher Rosa Montoya fi nd a pair of shoes at the school’s donations 
giveaway. Beach combers Carly Goldman and Katie Grossman of Prospect 
Heights pick debris off of the sand. 
 Photos by Cassandra Giraldo and Elizabeth Graham

VOLUNTEERS FLOOD CONEY AND BRIGHTON BEACH
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How can 155, 886 
households in 

Brooklyn help your 
business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper and Caribbean 
Life, have been an important part of the Brooklyn advertising land-
scape for decades. Our weekly newspapers let you target a specific 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with your advertising 
message. And with the borough’s largest household coverage, that’s a 
lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s Queens, Bronx 
and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional who can help 
you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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THE NEW AORTIC ANEURYSM CENTER
OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK

SETTING THE STANDARD FOR MEDICAL EXCELLENCE

718-438-3800

Enrico Ascher, M.D. 
Professor of Surgery 

The Most Modern 
Minimal Invasive Techniques

To Repair Dangerous Aneurysms
(Ballooning Of The Arteries)

In The Abdomen & The Chest

Internationally Recognized Vascular Surgeon, 

Dr. Enrico Asher 
Is Leading The New Aortic Aneurysm Center 

And Offers His 25 Years Of Experience Dealing With 
Complex Aortic Aneurysmswww.vascularnyc.com

                  CHOICE OF APPETIZER                                    or SOUP 

RELISH TRAY - 
SALADS - 

ENTREES

Giblet Gravy and Cranberry Sauce ..........................................................................................$20.95 
with Stuffing ....................................................................................................$18.95 

 ...............................$18.95 
with Mint Jelly ..........................................................................................$21.95 

Au Jus ................................................................................................$21.95
with Apple Sauce ..........................................................................................$18.95

 ..............................................................$18.95 
with Apple Sauce .......................................................................................$19.95 

 .................................................................................................$27.95 
with Spinach and Feta Cheese .................................................................$23.95 

with Stuffing .............................................................................................$19.95 
with Crabmeat ............................................................$23.95

 ..............................................................................................................$23.95
w/Mushroom Caps ................................................$27.95 

CHOICE OF ANY DESSERT -  

OPEN 7 DAYS - 24 HOURS 
  

Private Room For All Occasions 
 718-680-9818

Diner - Restaurant

THE

Yet Luna Park inspec-
tors say the violent tide 
Hurricane Sandy brought 
with it when it touched 
down in Brooklyn had 
no effect on the Cyclone’s 

foundations or hairpin 
turns that have been fa-
mous since the ride opened 
in 1927, Gallo explained.

“The Cyclone didn’t 
suffer any damage like 
that,” Gallo said.

The Cyclone  is in the 
midst of a major overhaul  
that promises a safer, 

smoother, and less rick-
ety experience — a move 
some ride enthusiasts say 
will take the thrill out of 
the thrill ride.

The coaster’s last ma-
jor upgrade came in the 
mid-1970s, when the city 
saved the ride from demo-
lition.

Continued from cover 

Cyclone

BY MOSES JEFFERSON
Hakeem’s dream 

has come true.
A s s e m b l y m a n 

Hakeem Jeffries (D-
Fort Greene) easily 
defeated his rivals to 
succeed retiring Rep. 
Ed Towns as the Con-
gressman represent-
ing Canarsie, Mill 
Basin, Marine Park, 
Coney Island, Brigh-
ton Beach, Sheepshead 
Bay, Fort Greene, Clin-
ton Hill, and Bedford-
Stuy-vesant.

The attorney and 
frontrunner locked up 90 percent of the vote 
with 99 percent of ballots counted,  accord-
ing to the New York Times .

Jeffries trounced 
GOP hopeful Alan 
Bellone and Green 
Party candidate Co-
lin Beavan — just as 
 he coasted past Coun-
cilman Charles Bar-
ron (D–Canarsie)  in 
the Democratic pri-
mary.

“We’re going to 
march for a more 
perfect union,” Jef-
fries said at his vic-
tory party,  according 
to Fort Greene Patch . 
“We are not going 
backward.”

Bellone earned 8.8 percent of ballots, 
while 1.2 percent of voters were tallied as 
“other,” the Times reports.

HEADING TO THE HILL: Assemblyman 
Hakeem Jeffries won a seat in Congress.
 Photo by Cassandra Giraldo

Hakeem wins big
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FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS

Starting at 

3695

1995

All Showrooms Open 7 Days!

NO
SALES
TAX!

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•20 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!
STEEL & FIBERGLASS

DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$1199

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

299$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

Now

COUPON

TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED
& FULLY INSTALLED 5 FT.

LOW E GLASS

$
$ 18992099

B W W WINDOO

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96” x 45”

S

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

Reg $389.00

FREE in Home
Estimates

CUSTOM MADE

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
STOP MOULDING and DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

SAVE THIS AD

You Pay 
NO 

SALES
TAX

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

www.uwds.com
(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510•(914) 358-9650•(718) 362-5222

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-22934-H-10 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 (888) 631-2131

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD BROOKLYN•QUEENS
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

130-11 Atlantic Ave.
Richmond Hill, NY  11418

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

ROOFING SIDING

22

3695

1995

0% Financing
for 5 years!

20% Off
purchase

LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

20% Off
purchase

or

•

599
GARAGE DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

$799

COUPON

189$
Energy Star Windows

SUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

349

STORM
DOORS

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$
NO TAX

Now

TOP
UALITY!Q

COUPON

•Tempered Glass

•Screen

•Custom Hardware

•Custom Hinges

•White Only

Any Size

Other Models

Available

Starting at 

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

TL

NOW

Owens Corning AttiCat®System
Save up to 20% 

on your heating & 
cooling energy bills* 

for as low as

1499
$1999

Attic Insulation

$

Sale Prices Valid November 1st through November 30th
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“Whoever saves a life, it is considered as if he 
saved an entire world.” — Talmud

To each and every good Samaritan, no mat-
ter which borough he hails from, whether they 
be a big corporation or an individual, from the 
smallest act of kindness to the biggest, Stand-
ing O gives a rousing Shout Out of huzzahs to 
all that united for the common good. 

So here’s a very special Hurricane Sandy 
edition of Standing O, sending out a thanks a 
bunch to:

• Walgreens teamed up with the National 
Urban League and sent out the big wellness 
bus (normally used for medical screenings) 
full of supplies including blankets, hand 
warmers, wipes, bottled water, snacks, and 
a whole lot more . The magical, mystical sup-
ply bus, which was parked in the Neptune Av-
enue location on Nov. 8, also acted as a charg-
ing station for all those hand-held electric 
devices that we just can’t live without. Resi-
dents lined up and were able to obtain supplies 
free of charge. Can you believe it? Absolutely, 
positively for free. The bus also made stops 
on Ocean Avenue in Sheepshead Bay on Nov. 
9, Long Beach Boulevard in Long Beach on 
Nov. 10, and in Jersey City on Nov. 11. Again, 
thanks a bunch!

• Kisses and hugs to God’s Love We De-

liver. Its volunteers from across the river 
in a place called “Soho” biked and walked 
across bridges to deliver 8,000 meals and 2,300 
“Sandy Bags” consisting of emergency food 
kits, to those left in the dark, cold, and hungry 
by that wicked old Hurricane Sandy. Working 
with nothing but fl ashlights, the dedicated 
team slogged through receding waters to 
come a’knocking on doors offering food and 
a shoulder to lean on. Nonperishable food and 
meals were supplied to Project Hospitality in 
Staten Island, the Bowery Mission, the Com-
munity and Food Pantry in West Harlem, as 
well as 750 of its regular stops. 

• Five gold stars to Assemblywoman Ni-

cole Mallitokis (R–Bay Ridge), whose district 
also covers parts of hurricane-ravaged Staten 
Island, for rolling up her sleeves and join-
ing with staff from the Bay Ridge restaurant 
Something Greek to pass out gyros, spinach 
pies, and soup to residents and volunteers in 
New Dorp Beach, Staten Island. There’s noth-
ing like hot soup and a gyro when you’re cold, 
hungry, and homeless to lift the spirits. 

• Rock out to all those SandyBaggers who 
collected and delivered truckloads of necessi-
ties to the Rockaways, Staten Island, and Red 
Hook. What would we do without you?

• Five Stars to ESquared Hospitality for 
stocking its “Go Burger Truck” and deliver-
ing hot food to volunteers and residents in the 
city’s hardest hit locations. Stops were made 
on Nov. 9 at Our Lady of Solace Church, in Co-
ney Island; Nov. 10 at Visitation Church in Red 
Hook; and St. Mary Star of the Sea Church on 
Nov. 11 in Far Rockaway.

• Deep-felt appreciation to the students and 
staff at Fontbonne Hall Academy. The giv-
ing girls, under the direction of Sister Dolo-

res Crepeau, collected uniforms and shoes, 
and other necessities for students who lost 
their possessions in the storm. Sister Crepeau 
helped more than 79 families in the Fontbonne 
clan who have been left homeless with reset-
tlement issues. 

• Mille grazi to Alice Sena, owner of Spos-

abella bridal shop in Park Slope. She lost 
her home in Breezy Point, but it didn’t stop her 
from volunteering her talents as a cook and 
helping to prepare meals for the Park Slope 
Christian Help, Women’s Shelter, and Soup 
Kitchen in Park Slope.

• Girl Scout Troop 2737 is hosting an 
ongoing collection for school supplies to be 
delivered to children in Coney Island, Rock-
away, and Sheepshead Bay. Students in grades 
pre-K through junior high in Coney Island 

have been displaced and are being re-routed 
to other schools in the community. Items re-
quested include pencils, backpacks, crayons, 
notebooks, and binders. Every little bit helps. 
Get out there and pick up a marble book or two. 
Contact Bernadette at (347) 249–1788. Drop-off 
at Our Lady of Grace Church, 430 Ave. W — 
Tuesday and Thursday from 6 to 8 pm. 

• Two donuts out to Time Warner Cable. 
The company heard that Kacania Taylor 
was stranded in her apartment in Red Hook 
on Election Day with an electric wheelchair 
fl at out of juice. With no way to power up the 
chariot, Kacania couldn’t go out and vote. So 
along came the Time Warner team, headed 
by Robert Levy, with a portable generator, 
just like a knight in electric shiny armor, and 
hooked up her chair via a very long extension 

cord to fi ll it up. Kacania 
was able to go out and fulfi l 
her civic duty! 

• More Time Warner: 
Time Warner also an-
nounced it will automati-
cally credit many local 
residential and business 

customers whose services were interrupted. It 
will also waive fees or penalties for equipment 
like set-top boxes or cable modems lost or dam-
aged because of the storm. For those with ser-
vice interruptions, Time Warner will provide 
credit on an individual basis. If you need as-
sistance call (212) 358–0900 or (718) 358–0900. 
Business customers can call (877) 227–8711, or 
visit timewarnercable.com. 

• Owner of Casa Pepe and Tio Pepe volun-
teer fi rst responder Jimmy Sanz didn’t have 
an ounce of electricity for more than a week, 
but that didn’t stop him from getting together 
with fellow do-gooders John Phillipidis and 
Frank Cushner to load up trucks full of sup-
plies and deliver them to those in need in 
Coney Island and Staten Island. Me casa sua 
Casa Pepe. 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

Bountiful goodness by fantastic Samaritans

GREAT EFFORTS: (Above) 
Rep. Nicole Malliotakis serves 
food on Staten Island. (Far 
left) The Walgreens Wellness 
bus gave out supplies on Nep-
tune Avenue on Nov. 8. (Left) 
Fontbonne Hall Academy stu-
dents collect uniforms that 
were donate to classmates 
Sandy left homeless.
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HARBOR WATCH
Chuck Bush, the fi rst Af-

rican-American to graduate 
from the Air Force Acad-
emy, passed away on Nov. 5 
at his home in Lolo, Mont.

“The United States Air 
Force Academy is saddened 
to learn of the passing of one 
our most notable graduates, 
Chuck Bush,” said Lt. Gen. 
Mike Gould, Academy su-
perintendent. “Our hearts 
go out to Tina, Chip, Kyra, 
Bettina, and all of the Bush 
family.

Charles Vernon Bush, 
Class of 1963, entered the 
Academy with his two Afri-
can-American classmates, 
reporting as a cadet in June 
1959. 

He distinguished him-
self as a squadron com-
mander, a member of the 
Academy’s debate team, and 
a member of the Cadet Wing 
champion rugby team. 

Having received aca-
demic course credits from 
Howard University, Bush 
was accepted into a special 
joint Academy–Georgetown 
University master’s pro-
gram, commencing with 
graduate courses in his se-
nior year, which included 
his oral comprehensives in 
the Russian language.

Graduating with a Bach-
elor of Science degree in 
1963, Bush received his 
Master of Arts degree in In-
ternational Relations from 
Georgetown University 
in June 1964, and was in-
ducted into the Georgetown 
chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha, 
the National Political Sci-
ence Honor Society.

He then attended Air In-
telligence Offi cers School, 
and served at Westover Air 
Force Base, Mass., where, 

among his other activities, 
he taught undergraduate 
political science courses 
at American International 
College. After becoming 
fl uent in the Vietnamese 
language at Sanz Language 
School in Washington, he 
was assigned to Vietnam in 
1967 as an intelligence offi -
cer. 

In Vietnam, he was re-
sponsible for the deploy-
ment and operations of six 
intelligence teams operat-
ing from a number of sites, 
including Saigon, Bien 

Hoa, Nha Trang, Pleiku, 
Da Nang, and Can Tho. The 
teams were involved with 
signifi cant intelligence op-
erations, particularly in-
volving the attack on Tan 
Son Nhut Air Base during 
the Tet Offensive of 1968, 
and the defense of the Ma-
rines and South Vietnam-
ese at the Battle of Khe 
Sanh.

Returning to the United 
States in May 1968, Bush 
was again assigned to Head-
quarters Air Force Special 
Projects Production Facil-

ity, at Westover, as chief of 
the technical analysis divi-
sion. He resumed teaching 
political science courses 
at American International 
College. 

In 1970, Bush resigned 
his commission and then 
attended Harvard Busi-
ness School, majoring in fi -
nance. He spent the rest of 
his professional career in 
numerous business enter-
prises, serving as manager 
and senior corporate execu-
tive in such companies as 
Merrill Lynch-White Weld 
Capital Group, Max Factor, 
and Hughes Electronics.

Included among his 
many distinguished busi-
ness and academic activi-
ties, Bush was an Academy 
Falcon Foundation Trustee 
and a guest lecturer at the 
Academy’s Department of 
Management. He was a di-
versity consultant for both 
the Air Force and Air Force 
Academy.

Bush received many ac-
colades in both his mili-
tary and civilian careers. 
While in the Air Force, he 
received the Bronze Star 
Medal, Joint Services Com-
mendation Medal, Air Force 
Commendation Medal with 
one oak leaf cluster, and the 
Air Force Outstanding Unit 
Award. 

“A member of the Class 
of 1963 and the fi rst Afri-
can-American graduate, 
Mr. Bush’s courage and 
commitment to enhanc-
ing diversity in the United 
States military will pay 
itself forward for many 
generations,” Gould con-
tinued. “The Academy fam-
ily is truly proud to call 
Mr. Chuck Bush one of our 
own.”

HARBOR WATCH
An innovation that 

will leave female soldiers 
safer and more comfort-
able on the battlefi eld was 
named one of Time Maga-
zine’s “Best Inventions of 
the Year 2012.”

A collaborative effort 
between the Natick Soldier 
Research, Development, 
and Engineering Center 
and Program Executive 
Offi ce Soldier resulted in 
an improved outer tacti-
cal vest, designed specifi -
cally for women. The 101st 
Airborne Division’s 1st 
Brigade will be the fi rst 
unit to test the new female 
body armor in Afghani-
stan.

The new armor was 
designed to offer better 
protection and to prevent 
bruised hip bones that 
women experienced when 
wearing vests meant to fi t 
smaller men.

Maj. Joel Dillon, as-
sistant product manager, 
Product Manager Soldier 
Protection and Individual 
Equipment, PEO Soldier, 
called the Time story a 
motivator for those in-
volved in the body armor’s 

development.
“I think it’s great that 

it shows the American 
people that we’re con-
tinuing to make sure that 
our soldiers have the best 
equipment in the world,” 
Dillon said. “And so any 
word that gets out in that 
respect is great. It’s a big 
boost for our team, be-
cause we work very hard 
to make sure that all of 
the equipment we develop 
and fi eld is the fi nest that 
we can possibly obtain for 
the American soldier.”

Dillon pointed out that 
in a head-to-head compar-
ison with the current vest, 
the female version was 
chosen by all of the 101st 
soldiers who tested it.

“They provide a better, 
more secure fi t for female 
soldiers,” Dillon said. “I 
was down there visiting 
while the testing was on-
going at Fort Campbell 
(Ky.), talking to the sol-
diers, and it was just re-
ally obvious to me that the 
form, fi t, and function are 
defi nitely what we were 
shooting for.”

In a recent interview 

Air Force mourns its fi rst African-American graduate

Continued on Page 35

STYLIN’: Members of the 101st Airborne Division’s First Brigade 
tried on the new female body armor, which was recently named 
one of the best inventions of 2012 by Time Magazine.  `
 Photo by David J. Kamm

HISTORIC: Chuck Bush, the fi rst African-American Air Force Acad-
emy grad, diedy on Nov. 5 in his home in Montana. 
 Courtesy U.S. Air Force

Better designs for 
women’s armor 

The passing of a hero



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

NO
V. 

15
-2

1, 
20

12
34

BR

12AU1601 • AC-0255400 NORTH BLUFF BLVD. CLINTON, IA  52732

VISIT MILITARY.ASHFORD.EDU/HARBOR OR CALL 800.548.1862

DISTANCE IS NO LONGER A BARRIER. COURSES CAN START  
ON YOUR SCHEDULE. THE MILITARY CAN TAKE YOU 

AROUND THE GLOBE; ASHFORD UNIVERSITY CAN BRING 
YOUR EDUCATION ALONG. THE WORLD IS YOUR CAMPUS.

I WAS IN THE  
BACK OF A C-130  
WORKING ON PAPERS.

“

”
- Deric Walker, Ashford graduate

MILITARY.ASHFORD.EDU/HARBOR
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HARBOR WATCH 
U.S. Army Garrison 

Fort Hamilton has experi-
enced many changes during 
the past few months, and 
changes in faces mark the 
most substantial change. 

It’s widely known that 
the garrison has a new 
commander, deputy com-
mander, and command 
sergeant major, which is 
almost half of the garrison 
military makeup there. But 
gaining more and more rec-
ognition is the other half of 
the garrison who also re-
cently arrived.

Chap. (Maj.) Jamison 
Bowman and Staff Sgt. Fa-
heem Blount, chaplain and 
noncommissioned-officer-
in-charge of religious ser-
vices at the post, arrived 
practically back-to-back, 
and said they are prepared 
to mix things up a little, in 
a good way, that is.

“Though my job as a 
minister doesn’t change, 

the entire demographic dy-
namic changes here,” Bow-
man said. “Despite Fort 
Hamilton’s size, its unique-
ness also includes being the 
largest joint installation 
I’ve been a part of.  You don’t 
have to understand the big 
picture where it’s not only 
active duty here, but there 
are National Guard and Re-
serve, veterans, retirees, 
and a very large civilian 
population here as well.”

A chaplain since 2004, 
Bowman was a pastor in 
Memphis for about fi ve 
years before joining the 
Army and becoming a chap-
lain. He was the gospel ser-
vice chaplain at Fort Car-
son Colo., and then went 
to Fort Benning, Ga., and 
worked with the contempo-
rary service there before 
being deployed to Iraq in 
2009. After that, he was sta-
tioned in Japan as the gos-
pel chaplain for almost two 
years, then on to the Train-

ing and Doctrine Command 
until he was assigned to 
Fort Hamilton.  

“For the very fi rst time 
in my military career, I live 
very close to where I pas-
tor,” he said. “Compared to 
Fort Carson and other posts 

where the communities are 
much larger, here, I live 
where my fl ock is and I can 
walk to work and around 
the whole post and see and 
greet parishioners that I 
usually see on Sundays.”

Bowman said this is a 

unique assignment in many 
ways. Though he was famil-
iar with garrisons through-
out his career while with 
armor, artillery, signal, 
and training units, this is 
the fi rst time he’s actually 
been assigned to a garrison 
where he’s learning more 
about the administrative 
aspect of it.

Bowman’s right-hand 
man is also new to the gar-
rison. Enlisting a mere 
seven years ago this past 
September, Blount sought 
the advice and support of 
his then girlfriend, and 
now wife, Kendra, about 
choosing between becom-
ing a chaplain assistant or a 
broadcast journalist.

“She said, ‘Ask the man 
upstairs,’ and I chose chap-
lain assistant,” he said.

Blount was about 10 
years older than the aver-
age basic training soldier. 
At 28, he was able to help 
infl uence and motivate 

younger soldiers in their 
paths to successful gradu-
ations, which only served 
as a caveat to his duties as 
chaplain assistant. 

“Because I am a chap-
lain assistant, I want to 
project a standard,” he said. 
“Soldiers tend to look at me 
differently, so when they see 
that I’m squared away and 
trying to set the example, it 
allows me to mentor them 
and help them succeed over 
their short-comings.”

Blount arrived at Fort 
Hamilton after a three-year 
stint each in Schweinfurt 
and Landstuhl, Germany. 
He initially applied to 
participate in the Active, 
Guard, and Reserve Pro-
gram, but instead reenlisted 
for Fort Hamilton, which is 
home for the Bronx native.

Achieving the rank of 
staff sergeant sooner than 
seven years is rare for most 
military occupational spe-
cialties.                                                                 

Fort Hamilton is experiencing growing pains with addition of new employees

NEW FACES AT FORT HAMILTON: Staff Sgt. Fahemm Blount, chap-
lain assistant, and Chap. Maj. Jamison Bowman discuss upcoming 
religious event at the post’s chapel. Courtesy Fort Hamilton Post

New chaplain and assistant on board
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CMU’s Global Campus offers recognized, accredited degree 
programs that are close, convenient, flexible, and affordable!

Master of Science in Administration degree
A solid management and leadership program available  
in 2 concentrations at our Fort Hamilton center.

Quality and convenience

 visit cmich.edu/military

Global Campus 

Get it all at CMU’s Global Campus at Fort Hamilton & Online.

cmich.edu/forthamilton
CMU is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. 

CMU is an AA/EO institution (see cmich.edu/aaeo).  CMUglobal@cmich.edu  34173  7/12

WE WANT YOU TO SMILE!

Bensonhurst  
General Dentistry

Dr. Mark Herzog & Associates
8421 Bay Parkway Brooklyn, N.Y. 11214

(718) 259-1110
Participant with United Concordia 

Tricare ADDP and MetLife TDP  
Treating both Dependants and Active Duty Personnel

Day, Evening & Saturday Hours

Family Dentistry
By Appointment

www.drmarkherzog.com
 MC/VISA AMEX DISCOVER

HARBOR WATCH
 The Navy is seeking 

highly motivated sailors in 
pay grades E-5 and above to 
serve as Recruit Division 
Commanders at Recruit 
Training Command Great 
Lakes, Navy Personnel 
Command in Tennessee.

“Recruit division com-
manders are the single most 
important factor in prepar-
ing new enlisted sailors for 
a successful Navy career,” 
said Chief Yeoman (SW/
AW) Lakeshia Patterson, 
a shore special programs 
detailer at Navy Personnel 
Command. 

Patterson and her fel-
low detailers are currently 
seeking sailors interested 
in fi lling Recruit Division 
Commander billets at train-
ing in preparation for the 
annual summer surge of 
recruits. Interested sail-
ors should start by talking 
with their command career 
counselor.

“It’s a good assignment 
for sailors looking to di-
versify their career and to 
improve advancement op-
portunity or simply to try 
something different,” said 
Patterson. “The leadership 
experience of a Recruit Di-
vision Commander is un-
matched in any other billet 
and, historically, they ex-
perience 22 percent greater 
E-6/E-7 advancement op-
portunity.”

The tasks required are 
mentally, physically, and 
emotionally demanding, 
and require proven self-
discipline and imaginative 
problem-solving skills, ac-
cording to Patterson. Sail-
ors assigned as Recruit Di-
vision Commanders must 
continually demonstrate 
superior leadership and mo-
tivational skills.

“It makes me feel good 
leaving my fi ngerprint on 
that many Naval careers,” 
said Hospital Corpsman 

1st Class (EXW) Larrissia 
Lackland, a Recruit Divi-
sion Commander at train-
ing. 

Recruit Division Com-
manders typically push re-
cruits for one year and then 
move on to a facilitation 
mode for nine months to 
a year. Facilitation allows 

them to work in a fi ve-days-
a-week day-job atmosphere, 
fi lling other key positions 
at training. 

According to Patterson, 
E-5 sailors must have a min-
imum of six years active ser-
vice with two years’ time-
in-rate upon application. 
E-6s must have a minimum 

of six years of active ser-
vice upon applying. There 
are no minimum years of 
service or time-in-rate re-
quirements for chiefs and 
above. Applicants must be 
warfare-qualifi ed, however, 
waivers may be granted on 
case-by-case basis. Sailors 
must have scored “good 
low” or higher in each cat-
egory on the most recent 
Physical Fitness Assess-
ment. The candidate must 
be able to perform and pass 
the run portion of the Phys-
ical Readiness Test before 
the screening is submitted. 
Waiver of the run portion of 
the test is not allowed.

A complete listing of 
eligibility requirements 
can be found in MILPERS-
MAN 1306-954. Sailors who 
meet the requirements and 
would like to apply for the 
program should contact 
their rating detailer when 
entering their permanent 
change of station orders 

negotiation window, nine 
months prior to their pro-
jected rotation date.

Sailors who qualify 
as Recruit Division Com-
manders are currently eli-
gible for $300 a month Spe-
cial Duty Assignment pay; 
a supplemental clothing 
allowance rate of $220 per 
year; no-cost dry cleaning; 
and may be awarded the Re-
cruit Training Service Rib-
bon.

Tour lengths are a min-
imum of 36 months after 
graduation from school. 
They are guaranteed their 
choice of coast for assign-
ment after duty. The mem-
ber must choose his coast 
at least three months prior 
to projected rotation date 
from duty.

For more on Recruit Di-
vision Commander duty 
and special programs con-
tact the Customer Service 
Center at (866) U–ASK–
NPC [(866) 827–5672].

US Navy looking for youngsters interested in important new training fi elds

CONGRATULATIONS: Capt. John Dye, commanding offi cer, offers 
his hand to the newest Recruit Division Commander at the Navy’s 
only boot camp. Photo by Lt. Liza Swart

Recruiters seeking future sailors

with National Public Radio, 
Lynne Hennessey, lead de-
signer for the female body 
armor, related what she 
heard from soldiers during 
testing at Fort Campbell.

“Most of them, when 
they put it on, they were 
like, ‘oh, my goodness, I 
need this right now. Can I 
have this? I could wear this 
all day. It fi ts so well,’ ” Hen-
nessey said. “We actually 
took a picture of one soldier 
hugging her vest, like she 
was immediately in love 
with it.”

Dillon said that more 
fi ne tuning is necessary, 
however.

“We are going to make 
some tweaks to the vest 
based on the feedback that 
we got from these female 
soldiers at Fort Campbell,” 
Dillon said. “They had some 
comments about the loca-
tion of the buckles on the 
shoulders and some other 
adjustability concerns, and 
we’re going to make those 
modifi cations before we go 
out on our next contract.”

Continued from Page

Fatigues



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

NO
V. 

15
-2

1, 
20

12
36

BR

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

$4995
^

Starting at

*Offers Expires 5 days after publication date. Must finance 80% thru dealer, in addition to bank and dealer fees. All Finance Must be tier 1-750+credit based & must be approved 
by primary lender - Credit severity may affect rate, term and down payment. Prior sales excluded. All applicable local & state taxes plus dealer fees may apply. All Prices incl all
costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, taxes & bank fee. See dlr for comp. dtls Not resp. for typo. errors. †Must not exceed 7 miles round trip. § As part of a down pay-
ment on a pre-owned or new vehicle. ^Applies to Stk# 1482/’04 Buick LeSabre. Buick GMC: DMV#7098819/DCA#1189038. Cadillac Chevy:DMV#7059799/DCA#1015293.

Chevrolet Buick GMC Cadillac

866-465-7478 CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED

- DPPRPRE-RE-E--OOOO-OWWWWWWOOOWWWWNNWWWWNNNNENNEEDED VEVEHEHHICICHI LCLELESES

§

†
Please call our 
relief team at  

866-465-7478

Sandy Relief EffortSandy Relief Effort
With so many families affected by this horrific storm we feel the need to lend a hand and help our 

community get back on its feet, and back on its wheels. Kristal Automall would like to  

assist anyone who is in need of a vehicle due Hurricane Sandy. Our relief package consists of:

HEHHICICHICLCLELESSESES

WW

2010 Toyota 
COROLLA 4DR LE

FWD, 4dr, 4cyl, automatic trans, 
power steering/ ABS/windows/

locks/mirrors, A/C, AM/FM/CD, tilt/
telescoping wheel, cruise, 38,733 

mi, Stk#13585.

$11,798 *

2011 Dodge 
DURANGO CREW

AWD, 5dr, 6cyl, auto, pwr steer/ 
ABS/wind/locks/htd mirrs/leather 
seats,front-rear A/C, AM/FM/CD, 

keyless entry, 18” alloys, tilt, cruise, 
23,298 mi, Stk#1504. 

$30,995 *

2010 Honda 
CR-V EX-L

AWD, 5dr, 4cyl, auto, pwr steer/ 
ABS/wind/locks/htd mirrs/leather 

seat, A/C, AM/FM/CD, Navi, traction 
cntrl, tilt, cruise, 21,143 mi,

Stk#1417. 

$20,998 *

2008 Cadillac 
ESCALADE ESV

AWD, 5dr, 4cyl, auto, pwr steer/
ABS/wind/locks/htd mirrs/sunroof,
htd-cld lther seats, A/C, CD/DVD,

rear camera, Ent. System, 59,740 mi,
Stk#13390.

$33,998 *

2008 Mercury 
MILAN PREMIER

4dr, 6 cylinder, auto, pwr steer/
ABS/wind/locks/mirr/sunroof/
leather seat, A/C, AM/FM/CD,

remote keyless entry, alloys, 72,931
mi, Stk#13630.

$10,995 *

2010 Suzuki  
KIZASHI SLS

AWD, 4dr, 4cyl, auto, pwr steer/
ABS/wind/locks/htd mirrs/leather 
seats, A/C, AM/FM/CD, keyless 

entry, alloys, tilt, cruise, 11,159 mi,
Stk#13704.

$18,795 *

2006 Mercedes-Benz 
C280 4MATIC AWD

4dr, 6cyl, auto, pwr steer/
ABS/wind/locks/htd mirrs/leather 
seats, A/C, AM/FM/CD, keyless 

entry, alloys, tilt, cruise, 78,087 mi,
Stk#1473. 

$13,995 *

2012 Nissan 
ALTIMA 2.5 S

FWD, 4dr, 4cyl, CVT w/ Xtronic, pwr 
steer/ABS/wind/locks/htd mirrs/seats,
A/C, AM/FM/CD, remote keyless entry,

tilt, cruise, 31,215 mi,
Stk#1462.

$16,605 *

2007 Chevrolet 
AVALANCHE LTZ 4WD
Crew Cab, 4dr, 8cyl, auto, pwr steer/

ABS/wind/locks/ htd mirrs/seats,
A/C, AM/FM/CD, StabiliTrak, keyless 
entry, tilt, cruise, 17” alloys, 83,191 

mi, Stk#13786. 

$19,998 *

2006 Nissan
PATHFINDER S 4WD
4dr, 4cyl, automatic trans, power 
steering/ ABS/windows/locks/

mirrors, A/C, AM/FM/CD, tilt wheel, 
cruise, alloy wheels, rem keyless 

entry,  38,354 mi, Stk#1541.

$14,495 *

2010 Dodge 
CHALLENGER R/T 

8 cyl Hemi, automatic, pwr steer/
ABS/wind/locks/sunroof/lthr seats, 
A/C,AM/FM/CD, Navi, tilt, cruise, 
rear spoiler, 18”alloys, 3,788 mi, 

Stk#1555.

$29,995 *

2009 Chevrolet  
TRAVERSE  LT

AWD, 5door, 6 cyl, auto, pwr steer/ 
ABS/wind/locks/htd mirrors/seat, 

A/C, XMRadio/CD, tilt, cruise, alloys, 
remote keyless entry, rear parking 

assist. 21,143 mi Stk#13749. 

$21,998 *

2010 GMC  
TERRIAN SLT-1

AWD, 5door, 4 cyl, auto, pwr steer/ 
ABS/wind/locks/htd mirrors/seat, 

A/C, XMRadio/CD, tilt, cruise, alloys, 
remote keyless entry, StabiliTrak, 

33,330 mi, Stk#1559. 

$23,998 *

2010 Nissan 
MAXIMA 3.5S

4door, 6 cylinder, automatic, pwr
steer/ABS/wind/locks/sunroof/lthr
seats, A/C, AM/FM Stereo/CD, tilt

wheel, cruise control, alloy wheels,
25,047,463 mi, Stk#13772. 

$19,995 * 

2011 Ford 
TRANSIT CONNECT
XLT Premium, 6dr, 4cyl, auto,

pwr steer/ ABS/wind/locks,
A/C, AM/FM/CD, traction cntrl,

tilt, cruise, 9331 mi,
Stk#13712.

$19,998 *

NEW  

VEHICLES 

STARTING ATTTT

$99
Call for details.

Per
Mo.
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How can 155, 886 
households in 

Brooklyn help your 
business?
CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper 
and Caribbean Life, have been an important part of 
the Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. Our 
weekly newspapers let you target a specific neigh-

borhood or reach all parts of the borough with your advertising mes-
sage. And with the borough’s largest household coverage, that’s a lot of 
Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn 
with CNG’s Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising 
professional who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510

I’m madder than Doro-
thy Gale after she re-
alized that all she had 

to do to go home the whole 
time was tap here heals to-
gether over the fact that 
sometimes it ain’t that easy 
to get home — especially if 
you don’t have one.

Now, you all know I’m 
talking about all those peo-
ple who lost everything in 
this hurricane, and I can’t 
tell you how sad I am every 
moment of the day that no 
matter what I do, I can’t re-
place each and everything 
those people lost. 

But while all this was 
going on, a good thing was 
happening on 18th Avenue 
in Bensonhurst — other-
wise known as Cristoforo 
Colombo Boulevard — 
where the fi rst-ever home 
of the Federation of Italian 
American Organizations 
of Brooklyn — otherwise 
known as “Il Centro” — was 
topped off just a week before 
the storm hit.

Look, I don’t need to tell 
you that that was an event 
I wouldn’t have missed if 

the storm was raging right 
outside my window at the 
beautiful Harway Terrace. 
Fortunately, though, that 
wasn’t the case, and I was 
able to ride on over there 
atop my trusty steed Tor-

nado, who shepherded  me 
to my front-row space next 
to all the dignitaries there 
to cheer this monumental 
achievement.

The new center comes 
32 years after the Federa-
tion fi rst graced Brooklyn 
with it’s presence — a time 
during which it has tire-
lessly devoted itself to serv-
ing the community.  It is 
the fi rst Italian-American 
cultural community cen-
ter in New York City, and 
it will preserve the great 
Italian heritage, build ties 
with other cultures in the 
community, and encourage 
our children and proud cit-
izens to become immersed 
in their own heritage.  It 
will expand the many, ser-
vices the Federation has 
expertly provided for free 
for three decades — and of 
course, those services in-
clude dance lessons taught 
by yours truly. 

Okay, enough of the 
greatness of the Federa-
tion, let me take you to 
the crowded topping-out 
ceremony, which means 

they reached the top of the 
building and it won’t go any 
higher.  As usual, my lovely 
wife Sharon got to our des-
tination fi rst, but Tornado 
successfully chugged me 
along Bath Avenue, dread-
ing the extra weight he 
knew he’d have to carry af-
ter I partook of the refresh-
ments at the after-party.

 I actually had the best 
seat in the unfi nished 
house. Congressman Mi-
chael Grimm was speaking 
when I arrived, followed by 
state Sen. Marty Golden, 
Councilman Vincent Gen-
tile, Assemblymen Peter 
Abbate and Alex Brook 
Krasny. My boss Assembly-
man William Colton was up 
next, and he proudly stating 
that his mother was Italian, 
which makes him Italian in 
my book. I missed Borough 
President Markowitz’s 
proclamation ceremony, 
but I saw District Attorney 
Joe Hynes, Councilman 
David Greenfi eld, and this 
year Brooklyn Columbus 
Parade Grand Marshalls 
Nick Miraglia, Bill Guar-

anello, and Isabel DiMola.
 Wow, while watching 

the ceremony and not lis-
tening to the speakers, 
I was recollecting my 20 
years with the Federation. 
Remembering the two un-
forgettable trips Sharon 
and I took with its members 
to Sicily in 1994 and ’96.  I 
remember doing all that 
publicity for the Federa-
tion and the Columbus Pa-
rade, and of course meeting 
all those wonderful people. 
The late Dr. Parisi totally 
immersed himself in the 
concept of Il Cento, his as-
sociate, the charming Dr. 
Patel, also was as devoted 
to the Federation. The late 
Gaspare Valenti, a found-
ing member, will always be 
remembered for his smile 
and enthusiasm.

If I were to mention 
the hundreds of wonder-
ful friends we met through 
the Federation, it would be 
like a “Who’s Who of great 
Italians in Brooklyn.” You 
would think that the Feder-
ation has a staff of hundreds 
in its offi ce, instead of just 

Rita, Angela, Sarah, Mark, 
Jim Grundy, and Alma and 
Joe Rizzo working along-
side director Nancy Sot-
tile. But I gotta mention the 
Hon. Jack Spatola, chair-
man of the board and presi-
dent Frank Nacarrato, two 
of the nicest and most effi -
cient gentlemen you’d ever 
want to meet.  

After the ceremonies 
with the Italian and Ameri-
can fl ags being raised on 
Il Centro’s roof, I rushed to 
Brienza’s Academic Advan-
tage, where my Parkview 
Diner buddy Frank Capaldo 
greeted me and situated me 
and Tornado, smack-dab 
in the center of the offi ce 
where the catered food from 
Frank & Sal’s was waiting 
to be devoured. 

All I can tell you is that 
Tornado was not a very 
happy camper with my 
added weight going home. 
I guess he wanted hay in-
stead of the pizza I fed him.

Auguri IL Centro per 
cent anni!

Screech at you next 
week!

Carmine can’t wait for ‘Il Centro’ to open!

BIG
SCREECHER
Carmine Santa Maria
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To the editor,
Four more fi ngers! 
And if the GOP doesn’t nominate Gov. 

Chris Christie in 2016, Stanley Gershbein 
can add two hands and feet worth of digits 
to that number (“Stan has had it with poll-
ing,” It’s Only My Opinion, Nov. 8).

Most Republicans are in denial and 
just don’t have a clue.

I am an ex-former non-admirer.
 Shirley Ranz
 Brooklyn

...
To the editor,

That raucous laughter emanating 
from hell comes from Marx, Lenin, Mao, 
and Stalin rolling with glee!

Their prediction of the U.S. becoming 
a one-party socialist state has come true. 
Millions of citizens have now turned over 
to government the power to dictate just 
about every facet of their lives.

Khrushchev is smiling too. 
Even though his boast of “burying us” 

has not happened, in reality, we have bur-
ied ourselves! Robert W. Lobenstein
 Marine Park

...
To the editor,

Another election cycle has come and 
gone.

We must make some changes in our 
cycles to obtain elected offi ce. The cycle is 
too long and costly. 

Elected offi cials who seek other offi ces 
must be made to take leaves of absence. 
Some are campaigning for years on end 
and cannot serve their constituencies 
properly in the current positions they 
hold.

Then there are groups that become 
rebels with a cause. 

A case in point is my union, the United 
Federation of Teachers. They get so in-
volved in the election process that they 
neglect to serve the membership. 

Many union offi cials will do just about 
anything to divert the minds of the mem-
bership of their failings. 

I would love to see union offi cials work 
for lower class sizes, 600 schools for the 
unruly, and other matters in the same 
way that they’re rang doorbells in Mis-
souri for the re-election of the president. 
Apparently, few answered the doors there, 

as Mitt Romney carried the state.
 Ed Greenspan
 Sheepshead Bay

Pleased to help
To the editor,

You published my letter about my in-
surance increase of 26 percent —  a copy 
of which I sent the New York State Depart-
ment of Financial Services, as well as to 
politicians, vocal friends, television tip 
lines, watchdog groups, and news pro-
grams. Just got notice of an increase of 
only 8.34 percent in a sour letter from Em-
blem Health. 

Thank you for Courier Life for having 
helped me win this victory!
 Justine Swartz
 Sheepshead Bay

Puffed-up pols
To the editor,

Every time I hear the local politicians 
talk about affordable housing it just make 
me scream. 

When a local group in Brighton Beach 
and Manhattan Beach fought the devel-
opment known as Brighton-by-the-Sea — 
now Ocean Terrace — concessions were 
given for a handful of low-income hous-
ing. To my knowledge I don’t think that 
ever took place.

Give a developer a big tax break and 
he will save any number of these types 
of housing. This is the biggest — and I 
mean the biggest! — lie I’ve ever heard. 
Please tell me what fi gure of income could 
be considered affordable. They sure talk 
big, but never once in my memory have I 
heard how much it would cost to rent an 
apartment. 

I wish these same politicians would 
stop playing games with the lives of peo-
ple and be honest and truthful for once.
 Jerry Sattler
 Brighton Beach

MTA on track
To the editor,

This past October 27th marked the 
108th anniversary of the fi rst New York 
City subway line. 

The Interborough Rapid Transit com-
pany route ran from City Hall north to 
42nd Street across 42nd Street to Times 
Square, then proceeding north along 
Broadway to 145th Street.

The original BMT (Brooklyn Manhat-
tan Rapid Transit —  today’s B,D,J,M, 
N,Q, R and Z lines) and IRT (Interboro 
Rapid Transit — the 1,2,3,4,5,6,7, Frank-
lin Avenue and Times Square shuttles) 
subway systems were granted franchise 

agreements by the city. 
They constructed and managed these 

lines by the private sector with no gov-
ernment operating subsidies. Financial 
viability was 100 percent dependent upon 
farebox revenues. They supported both 
development and economic growth of nu-
merous neighborhoods in Manhattan, 
Brooklyn, Bronx, and Queens. As part of 
the franchise agreement which owners 
had to sign, City Hall had direct control 
over the fare structure. 

For a period of time, owners actually 
make a profi t with a fi ve-cent fare. After 
two decades passed, the costs of salaries, 
maintenance, power, supplies, and equip-
ment would pressure owners to ask City 
Hall for permission to raise the fares. 
This additional revenue was needed to 
keep up with maintaining a good state of 
repair, increase the frequency of service, 
purchase new subway cars, pay employee 
salary increases, and support planned 
system expansion. Politicians more in-
terested in the next re-election ( and sub-
scribing to the old Roman philosophy of 
free bread and circuses) refused this re-
quest each year for well over a decade. 

As a result, in order to survive, owners 
of both systems began looking elsewhere 
to reduce costs and stay in business. They 
started curtailing basic maintenance, de-
layed purchases of new subway cars, post-
poned salary increases for employees, 
canceled any plans for system expansion, 
and cut corners to survive. Does any of 
this sound familiar from the present?

In the 1930s, the city began building 
and fi nancing construction of the new 
IND (Independent Subway — today’s 
A,C,E,F and G lines). This new municipal 
system directly subsidized by taxpayers 
dollars would provide direct competi-
tion to both the IRT and BMT. Municipal 
government forced them into economic 
ruin by denying them fare increases that 
would have provided access to additional 
badly needed revenues. Big Brother, just 
like the Godfather, eventually made them 
an offer they couldn’t refuse. The owners 
folded and sold out to City Hall.

In 1953, the old city Board of Transpor-
tation passed on control of the municipal 
subway system, including all its assets to 
the newly created New York City Transit 
Authority. 

The Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority was created in the late 1960s un-
der late Gov. Nelson Rockefeller. He ap-
pointed four board members. Likewise, 
the mayor four more and the rest by sub-
urban county executives. 

No one elected offi cial controlled a ma-

jority of the votes. As a result, elected offi -
cials have historically taken credit when 
the MTA or any operating subsidiary 
such as New York City Transit would do a 
good job. When operational problems oc-
curred or fare increases were needed, ev-
eryone could put up their hands — “Don’t 
blame me, I’m only a minority within the 
Board.”

Decade after decade, city offi cials 
would all play the same sad song — “if 
only we had majority control of the Board, 
things would be different.”

All have long forgotten that buried 
within the 1953 master agreement be-
tween the city and New York City Transit 
is an escape clause. 

The city has the legal right at any time 
to take back control of its assets which in-
cludes the subway and most of the bus sys-
tem as well. 

Actions speak louder than words. If 
municipal elected offi cials feel they could 
do a better job running the nations larg-
est subway and bus system and avoid any 
future fare inceases, why not step up to 
the plate now and regain control of your 
destiny?

The MTA’s services are still one of the 
best bargains in town. Since the 1950s, 
the average cost of riding either the bus, 
subway or commuter rail has gone up at a 
lower rate than either the consumer price 
index or infl ation. 

The Metro Card, introduced in 1996, 
affords a free transfer between bus and 
subway. Prior to this, riders had to pay 
two full fares. 

Purchasing either a weekly or monthly 
pass further reduces the cost per ride. 
Many employers offer transit checks, 
which pay even more of your costs.

Like it or not, previously scheduled 
fare hikes in 2013, 2015, and 2017 are prob-
ably justifi ed, if the MTA is to provide 
the services millions of New Yorkers on a 
daily basis. 

Fare hikes are inevitable due to infl a-
tion along with increasing costs of labor, 
power, fuel, supplies, materials, routine 
safety, state of good repair, replacement 
of worn out rolling stock, upgrades to sta-
tions, yards, and shops — along with sys-
tem expansion projects necessary to run 
any transit system.

In the end, quality and frequency of 
service is dependent upon secure revenue 
streams. 

We all will have to contribute — be it at 
the fare box or tax revenues generated by 
different levels of government redistrib-
uted back to the MTA. Larry Penner

Great Neck, N.Y.

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Editor, 
Community Newspaper Group, 1 Metro-
Tech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 11201, or 
e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.com. Please 
include your address and telephone 
number for so we can confi rm you sent 
the letter. We reserve the right to edit 
all correspondence, which becomes the 
property of Courier Life Publications. 

She’s got a fi nger or four for Gershbein
SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR

LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS
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President Obama’s fi rst 
term was a bomb. 

His wallet-drain-
ing domestic policies fa-
vored welfare programs 
and unfair wealth distribu-
tion — initiatives he squan-
dered taxpayer dollars on at 
a worse rate than if he was a gam-
bling addict set loose on a Baccarat 
table. His international agenda was 
a bust, too.

It delivered low blows to our na-
tional reputation, endangered our 
lives, and emboldened our enemies. 
They were so cheesed off by his sac-
charine platitudes that they burned 
him in effi gy in the streets and 
chanted “Death to the U.S.”

Bam backtracked on his own 
pledges to form a transparent gov-
ernment with an incriminating set 
of cover-ups.

Those included pouring more 
than $500 million into a solar panel 
company that went bankrupt and 
stuck taxpayers with the bill, and 
ordering gun sellers to hawk weap-
ons illegally to criminals in Mexico 
— a failed program that caused the 
death of a U.S. border guard.

Then came the Sept.11 Benghazi 
terror attacks — mere weeks before 
Election Day.

Libyan Ambassador Christopher 
Stevens and American diplomats 

Sean Smith, Glen Doherty, and Ty-
rone Woods were killed by jihadists 
in a wave of deliberate violence that 
was denied and downplayed by the 
president, even when it surfaced that 
he — the most tech-savvy national 
leader of our time — was informed of 
the unfolding violence in real time.

Instead, he courted the Muslim 
vote by blaming the deadly assault 
on an anti-Islamic YouTube video, 
never expressing appropriate out-
rage over the murder of Americans 
by Islamo-thugs on the anniversary 
of our “worst day.” 

Obama’s rush to non-judgement 
mocked our First Amendment and 
screamed his inability to defend his 
nation. 

Yet his supporters responded to 
his ineptitude with cloth ears.

They forgave his abysmal admin-
istration because it was politically 
correct. Also, doing otherwise would 
have meant actually having to think 
critically about his failed leadership 
— a fate apparently worse than a 
case of everlasting hemorrhoids.

A forgiving media aided 
and abetted the mass obliv-
ion, which apexed callously 
on post-Election Day when 
 liberal pundit Chris Mat-
thews cackled on MSNBC , 
“I‘m so glad we had that 
storm last week because 

I think the storm was one of those 
things. No, politically I should say. 
Not in terms of hurting people. The 
storm brought in possibilities for 
good politics.” Huh?

Obama’s re-election underscores 
the obvious — the majority of Amer-
ican voters possess a herd mental-
ity, and the intellectual curiosity of 
boiled turnips.

This columnist conducted a ran-
dom, after-election poll of 10 Bam 
voters and asked them, “Why did you 
vote for Obama?” The answers were 
the stuff of grave embarrassment. 
They ranged from an “I dunno,” an 
“em,” and a “because I like Obama.” 

The folk polled were all out-
wardly intelligent, yet the simple 
question stumped them all and ex-
posed their disingenuous grasp on 
the past four years.

Hear the roar? That’s President 
Obama doing the hula in gratitude 
to America’s brain fog.

Follow A Britisher’s View on Twit-
ter at https://twitter.com/#!/BritSha-
vana

It’s all over but the shout-
ing, the whining, the 
quarreling, the rejoicing, 

the grumbling and the cheer-
ing and they go on and on and 
on. The aftermath: deep dis-
appointment for some, elation 
and joy for others. Even with 
the results already in, Fox 
News Channel and the New 
York Post still push news and 
opinions about the Benghazi 
cover up. 

“That damn Sandy. She 
pushed Benghazi off the front 
pages.”

No, my friends. Benghazi 
was off the front pages weeks 
before Sandy arrived. If not 
for a few fair-and-balanced 
conservative journalists who 
kept it alive, we would never 
give the Libyan debacle an-
other thought. Two real ques-
tions for many of us on both 
sides of the aisle is, “Why did 
Bill go along with Hillary tak-
ing the fall for the fi asco?” 
and “What were the Clintons 
promised?” 

The left-wing newspapers 
that hid it on the back pages 
referred to it as a miscalcula-
tion, tragic circumstance and, 
at its worse, an error. 

No! 
I call it murder, and those 

in government that refused 
assistance from the very be-
ginning when the ambassa-
dor in Libya asked for help all 
the way up to the attack are 
complicit.  

• • •
Sandy did something else 

that may affect the political 
arena. I have a few friends 
that reside in New Jersey. 
After the storm I reached out 
to some of them to fi nd out if 
they are safe.  Our conversa-
tions segued from the damage 
caused by the weather to poli-
tics. Those on the right are dis-
enchanted with Gov. Christie. 
Their conversations included 
the following words: traitor, 
turncoat, Benedict Arnold, 
and a few more that my edi-
tor, fi ne gentleman that he is, 
would never permit me to use 
in my columns. My friends on 
the left – yes! I do have friends 
on the left —  are grateful to 
their governor for his efforts. 
One of them added, “My side 
can’t trust him. Your side 
can’t trust him. Is this the 
beginning of the end of Chris-
tie’s political career?”

This newspaper reaches 

many of you who commute 
from the Garden State. Just 
curious. What’s your think-
ing about him now? Has your 
opinion changed?

• • •
Many years ago state Sen. 

Howard Babbush, (god rest 
his soul) and I were pretty 
good friends. I remember him 
teaching me a few lessons 
about politics. One of them 
dealt with the campaign wars. 
He said that after the elections 
are over, the generals make 
peace but the ground troops 
fi ght on forever. America just 
fi nished with the most pas-
sionate and divisive presiden-
tial campaign in the history 
of the United States. Folks 
who have been friends for 
years, and found each other 
on opposing sides, got into 
what started off as mild de-
bates. Hot-headed arguments 
which included nasty words 
were next. Now, many of them 
will never speak to each other 
again. Did I say divisive? The 
good senator was correct. 

• • •
A few days before the elec-

tion, in a campaign speech 
in front of several thousand 
supporters, Joe Biden gave us 
another of his forever famous 
“open mouth, insert foot” 
statements: “There’s never 
been a day in the last four 
years I’ve been proud to be his 
vice-president.”

I am StanGershbein@
Bellsouth.net hoping that 
we will continue to be enter-
tained by the unintelligent 
comments coming from the 
mouth of such an important 
man.

Retailers are turning Black 
Friday to Greedy Gobble 
Thursday with earlier open-

ings on Thanksgiving Day. 
Really? 
So now, instead of heeding the 

tradition of kicking back after the 
last drumstick, opening up that last 
pant button, and enjoying another 
slice of pumpkin pie as we watch 
the game with the family, many will 
now be  rushing through the meal, 
packing up the leftovers, waving 
“ta-ta” to the guests and rushing out 
of the house just to get a giant jump 
on mass consumerism in America.

According to a quick web search 
Target, Walmart, and Toys ’R’ Us (to 
name a few) are pushing to open at 
8 or 9 pm on Thanksgiving instead 
of waiting that extra few hours for 
Black Friday to actually begin. 

Well, I think they call it “Black 
Friday” for a simple reason: it’s on 
Friday, not Thursday. 

As it stands, workers already 
have to get up in the middle of the 
night, jump out their warm beds and 
rush to the store, just so they can 
shop til they just can’t shop no more. 
But that’s not good enough, is it? No, 
no. Now workers are expected to 

cut short their Thanksgiving meal, 
rush through diner, sop up that last 
bit of gravy and say so-long to that 
extra piece of pie, just so they can be 
ready, willing, and able to man the 
registers at 8 pm. 

Come on now! Wake up Amer-
ica. Can’t we have just one holiday 
that we can enjoy with our families 
without the pressure to shop. Can’t 
we just be thankful for the food on 
the table, the time to cherish each 
other’s company and think how for-

tunate we are? Do we really need to 
go out shopping at 8 pm on Thanks-
giving night for those “must-have 
items” that we really don’t need at 
all? 

I’m sure there are many that dis-
agree with me. They think it’s “bet-
ter to shop at 8 pm on Thanksgiving, 
so we can sleep in on Friday.” 

Well, why not cancel Thanksgiv-
ing all together. Let’s just start the 
holiday shopping right after Hallow-
een, kiss the turkey tradition sayo-
nara and forget all about what we 
should be thankful for. 

You know, life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness? Ring a bell? 

For the life of me, I just don’t see 
the need for anyone to digest the last 
bit of white meat and head out into 
the evening to satisfy the greed of 
retailers. It’s not enough that Christ-
mas has turned into a consumer 
cash cow, but Thanksgiving too?

Not for Nuthin™, but I say, “Door-
busters be dammed!” 

I’d rather just bust out of my 
Thanksgiving pants in peace with 
family and have one more piece of 
pie instead.” 

Follow me on Twitter @JDel-
Buono.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

Joanna DelBuono

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION
Stanley P. Gershbein

Don’t gobble up this last tradition

Stan on Sandy, 
Libya, & other news

Bam’s got a herd of voters
A BRITISHER’S

VIEW
Shavana Abruzzo
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
CitiMortgage, Inc., in ac- 
cordance with its rights  
as current secured party,  
will conduct a public sale  
of security: the proprie- 
tary lease and 106  
shares of stock of CLIN- 
TON HILL APTS. OWN- 
ERS CORP. Said security  
is appurtenant to premis- 
es: located at 365 CLIN- 
TON AVENUE, APT 12A,  
BROOKLYN, NY 11238.  
Said sale includes the fix- 
tures and articles of per- 
sonal property now or  
hereafter affixed to or  
used in connection with  
said premises. The sale  
shall be on December 6,  
2012 at 10:00 AM at the  
foot of the Courthouse  
steps, facing Adams  
Street, of the Supreme  
Court of the State of New  
York, County of Kings, lo- 
cated at 360 Adams  
Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11201. The secured par- 
ty reserves the right to  
bid. The secured party  
makes no representa- 
tions or warranties as to  
the title or premises be- 
ing sold herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

27 DOWNING LLC, a  
domestic LLC, Arts. of  
Org. filed with the SSNY  
on 10/10/12. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to:  
Nicholas Lembo, 155  
Third St., Brooklyn, NY  
11231. General  
Purposes.

27 DOWNING LLC, a  
domestic LLC, Arts. of  
Org. filed with the SSNY  
on 10/10/12. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to:  
Nicholas Lembo, 155  
Third St., Brooklyn, NY  
11231. General  
Purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

27 DOWNING LLC, a  
domestic LLC, Arts. of  
Org. filed with the SSNY  
on 10/10/12. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to:  
Nicholas Lembo, 155  
Third St., Brooklyn, NY  
11231. General  
Purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

27 DOWNING LLC, a  
domestic LLC, Arts. of  
Org. filed with the SSNY  
on 10/10/12. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom  
process against the LLC 

27 DOWNING LLC, a  
domestic LLC, Arts. of  
Org. filed with the SSNY  
on 10/10/12. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to:  
Nicholas Lembo, 155  
Third St., Brooklyn, NY  
11231. General  
Purposes.

626 UNIT,   LLC Art. Of  
Org. Filed Sec. of State of  
NY 09/25/2012.  Off.  
Loc.:Kings Co. SSNY  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY to mail copy of  
process to THE LLC,  
Attention: Alex  Nobile,  
24 South River Street,   
Wilks-Barre, PA 18702.   
Purpose: Any lawful act  
or activity.

FINAL LINE  
PRODUCTIONS LLC, a  
domestic LLC, Arts. of  
Org. filed with the SSNY  
on 4/25/12. Office  
location: Kings County.   
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served.  SSNY  
shall mail process to: The  
LLC, 882 Third Ave. 10th  
Fl, Ste. SW1, Brooklyn,  
NY 11232. General  
Purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE

may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to:  
Nicholas Lembo, 155  
Third St., Brooklyn, NY  
11231. General  
Purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: Walker  
Media Group, LLC. Arti- 
cles of Organization filed  
with Secretary of State of  
New York (SSNY) on  
06/05/2012. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: Wilkela Jote- 
ka Walker, 881 Washing- 
ton Avenue, Ste. #1I,  
Brooklyn, NY 11225.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
ABC PAINTING AND  
DESIGN LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
08/13/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: THE  
LLC, 2910 Fort Hamilton  
Pkwy., Ste. 2R, Brooklyn,  
NY 11218. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of LAURENA  
ACCESSORIES, LLC. Art.  
of Org. filed w/Secy. of  
State of NY (SSNY) on  
1/31/12. Office location:  
Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent for  
service of process. SSNY  
shall mail process to  
2005 Palmer Ave., 187,  
Larchmont, NY 10538.  
Purpose: Any lawful  
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
V3 NYC LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
09/27/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
Gregory D. Atkins, 1442  
80th Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11228. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
OF LIMITED LIABILITY  
COMPANY. NAME: AK  
615 LLC. Articles of  
Organization were filed  
with the Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 07/12/12. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY has been  
designated as agent of  
the LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a  
copy of process to the  
LLC, 61-61 70th Street,  
Middle Village, New York  
11379. Purpose: For any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
IRA GROUP LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
10/09/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: Igor  
Beylin, c/o IRA GROUP 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: M & R  
TRUCKING LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
06/26/2012. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: Rawlings  
Khan, 202 East 42nd  
Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11203. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: Spruce  
Painting Company L.L.C.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 06/15/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: The  
LLC, 254 67th Street,  
Brooklyn, NY 11220.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LLC, 241 Bay 34th  
Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11214. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

THE MONKEY BOWL  
LLC, a domestic LLC,  
Arts. of Org. filed with the  
SSNY on 6/15/12. Office  
location: Kings County.   
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served.  SSNY 

LEGAL NOTICE

shall mail process to: The  
LLC, 1225 Ave R, Apt.  
1B, Brooklyn, NY 11229.  
General Purposes.
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A FEMUR FORA FEMUR FOR
A GOOD CAUSEA GOOD CAUSE

By Danielle Furfaro

Throw them a bone! 
Art and events space Observatory in 

Gowanus is inviting people to get involved in 
an art project to fund and publicize humanitarian 
efforts in Africa and Asia. 

Part of the “One Million Bones Project,” the 
workshop will have participants make life-like 
bones from paper and wires to be displayed in the 
Washington National Mall and to raise money — a 
dollar a bone — to fund relief work abroad.

“We want to show people that they can get 
involved and use art to create something that is 
meaningful,” said Salvadore Olguin, a director of 

projects at the Observatory art space. 
The Observatory is hoping to attract at least 50 

people to the bone-making session, in the hopes of mak-
ing at least 100 bones. 

Each piece will contribute to a collaborative art 
installation in Washington designed to bring to light 
the millions of victims of genocides and humanitarian 
crises in Sudan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Somalia, and Burma. 

A foundation dedicated to bettering education for 
youths is also donating $1 to for each bone made. That 
money will go directly to humanitarian efforts. 

The project is also hoping to raise awareness among 
young people who are forming an appreciation for inter-
national politics.

“This is aimed at young adults and teenagers — 
people who are starting to get a sensibility about these 
kinds of issues,” said Olguin. 

Olguin had planned to provide artists with clay, but 
Hurricane Sandy changed those plans by flooding the 
Observatory, causing all of the volunteers to scramble 
to get the space usable. 

Now, participants will make the bones will paper and 
wire, he said. 

“No matter what, the bones end up look-
ing very real.” 

Bone making at the Observatory (543 
Union St. at Nevins in Gowanus, observa-
toryroom.org). Nov. 20, 6 pm, $3.

Art project 
makes bones 

to raise money

To be or not to be: Observatory member Sal 
Olguin shows off a paper skull he made. The 
bones will be sent to the One Million Bones 
project meant to raise funds for humanitarian 
help in Africa.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  
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It’s a pretty good mantra — 
“Joy now.”

Conceived to celebrate 
Fat Tuesday by a group of 
musicians in Portland, Oregon, 
marching band MarchFourth 
bring the joy. 

The massive band tours 
with 14 musicians, composed 
of a full horn section, five 
percussionists, and an electric 
bass and guitar. Integrating 
elements of the uninhibited 
celebratory spirit of Mardis 
Gras culture with funk, ska, 
jazz, and a vast array of other 
musical influences, the group 
has professional dancers and 
stilt walkers tour with them.

“We are a rock band 
with theatrical elements,” 
said bandleader and bassist John 
Averill.

All performers don post-apoca-
lyptic costumes that look like Hell’s 
Angels commandeered a travelling circus. 
Their performance is utterly unique, from the 
sonic assault of the drum section to the danc-
ers on stage to a number where the trumpet 
player teaches the audience Bollywood dance 
moves during a breakdown. The band is never 
staying put.

“To really find the groove together at any 
given moment you have to move and dance,” 
said Averill. “We do a lot of stepping in rhythm 
dancing while you play to get an idea of what 

the actual groove is as opposed to 
following one instrument.”

Incredibly, in spite of the com-
plexity of putting together a show 
with so many moving pieces, Averill 
changes the set list every night and 

provides lot of opportunities for members of 
the band to improvise in the songs. 

In the end, MarchFourth wants every con-
cert to be something new for everyone. 

“No two shows have ever been the same in 
this band,” said Averill.

The MarchFourth Marching Band at 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets, (718) 963–3369, www.
brooklynbowl.com]. Nov. 17, 6 pm doors, 8 pm 
show, $10. — Eric Dryden

Fat Tuesday on a Saturday

Twilight fans rejoice — your vampire hunk 
Edward could have been a neurotic Jew 
named Shmoikel!

At least, that’s the premise of “Shmoikel’s 
Twilight,” a mockumentary which reveals the 
secret history of the tween-film phenomenon 
“Twilight,” in which Robert Pattinson was, in 
fact, the second actor cast to play the lead roll 
Edward, after Hollywood executives decided 
the self-described neurotic and Brooklyn film-
maker Keith Black might not be the right fit.

“I was the original pick to star in the 
‘Twilight’ franchise,” 
Black said. “I interpreted 
Stephenie Meyer’s book as 
a Jewish allegory.” 

In the faux film, 
Black — who somehow 
managed to achieve complete creative control 
of the blockbuster film project — changed 
Edward to Shmoikle, a nice Jewish vampire 
from Brooklyn, and Jacob to Mordecai, who 
sells beepers in New Jersey 

He was about 50-percent of the way through 
with his reimagining of the “Twilight” story, 
when Hollywood got their hands on the footage 
and realized the terrible mistake they’d made.

“I wanted to show if a vampire can be neu-
rotic, we all can,” Black explained. “Nobody 
can be perfect at everything!”

Realizing that Black’s interpretation would 
do nothing for their teenage girl target audi-
ence, producers supposedly canned Black, hired 
Pattinson, and counted their losses, all the while 
keeping Black’s proj-
ect as hush, hush as 
humanly possible.

But the Jewish 
filmmaker dug up 
the old footage to 
prove to everyone 
that his reimagining 
of the vampire story 
had more in com-
mon with Woody 
Allen’s “Annie Hall” 
than HBO’s “True 
Blood.”

“In a way, It’s 
kind of like “Annie Hall” with fangs,” said 
Black.

And Shmoikel the vampire isn’t neurotic for 
nothing.

“[He] drives the waiters crazy, because he 
worries that they will put garlic in his food,” 
Black explained. “I’ve really done that to wait-
ers. I don’t eat farm fish, only fresh-caught fish. 
One time, I kept sending this waiter back to the 
kitchen, like six times, and he eventually turned 
to me and said, ‘What do want? A video of the 
fish being caught?’”

Black hopes the $500 budget mockumentary 
will stand as a testament to his talents as a film 
maker, and prove an inspiration to middle-aged 
men, still hoping to break into the Hollywood 
spotlight.

“Their is a niche for a guy like me,” Black 
said. 

“I’m middle aged and I’m relishing it instead 
of fighting it. I’m optimistic and have the same 
energy as every 18 year old. If Hollywood puts 
me on the screen, millions will identify with 
that.”

“Shmoikel’s Twilight” at IndieScreen [285–289 
Kent Ave. at S. Second Street, in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4306, www.indiescreen.us]. Nov. 16, 
6:30 pm. — Colin Mixson

Your kung fu is strong — now taste my 
Tiger Style!

Bona fide Buddhists hailing from the 
legendary Shaolin Temple are flying to Brooklyn 
College on Nov. 28, to shower audiences with 
displays of their furious kung fu.

“They are masters of kung fu,” 
said Shaolin Warriors interpreter Han 
Wanqiao. “They crush metal bars on 
their foreheads, they smash stone slabs 
on their belly, they lie on beds of nails, 
they thrust a spear on their throat, and bend the 
spears into a curve.”

Aside from absorbing blows that would maim 
or kill lesser men, the Shaolin masters will 
exhibit their fighting prowess, displaying styles 
ranging from the famous crane mimic to more 
esoteric forms of battle.

“They will demonstrate chi kung, an inner 
strength exercise, allowing you to control your 
strength and make deadly movements,” Wanqiao 
said. “Also, they mimic animals — eagles, tigers, 
scorpions.”

The martial masters may be far from their 
home in the Pagoda Forest, but the monks do not 
allow their travels to infringe on their rigorous 
training — you can take the monk of the Shaolin 
Temple, but you cannot take the Shaolin Temple 
out of the monk.

“They are no longer in the Shaolin Temple, but 

they still have their tradition. They do meditation 
everyday. They practice martial arts intensively, 
and during the tour they don’t have much time, so 
they take 30 minutes before the show to warm up, 
leaping, jumping, stretching,” said Wanqiao.

As powerful as they are in battle, the Shaolin 
monks are not — despite popular misconceptions 
— invincible, according to Wanqiao.

“They can be killed by conventional weapons, 
they are not immortal,” he said. “They get the flu 
sometimes, like ordinary people.”

Shaolin Warriors at Brooklyn College [2900 
Bedford Ave. between Gleenwood Road and Avenue 
I, (718) 951–5000, www.brooklyncenteronline.org]. 
Nov. 25, 3 pm, $30. — Colin Mixson

Scratch if you’ve got an itch for a good time.
Musician Eric San, better known as Kid 

Koala, is a renowned deejay who has spent 
the past 15 years honing his craft, but San loves 
performing for people who have no idea what 
“turntablism” — the art of manually manipulat-
ing a record player — or scratching is. 

He embraces the challenge with nothing less 
than dancing girls, pup-
pets, limbo, and even 
bingo!

“I want to do a show 
that even if you’re a 
complete novice to this 

little demented world you can have a good 
time,” said San, who’s bringing his “12 bit 
Blues Vinyl Vaudeville” show to Music Hall of 
Williamsburg.

San and his crew are constantly thinking up 
unexpected ways to pair his beats with an equally 
fascinating stage performance — making this 
show not your typical deejay set.

“I got tired of going to shows where I have 
to stand and face one direction for three hours,” 
said San. “I like breaking the fourth wall several 

times in the show and getting the audience into 
it.”

San, who has released several innovative 
albums, began studying classical piano at age 4, 
and started scratching when he saw the potential 
for raw creativity in the scene.

“You had to deconstruct and reconstruct and 
while you reconstruct you have to twist your own 
personality into it,” said San. “You had to put that 
new, current spin on it — and that attitude was 
encouraged, not discouraged.”

This show promises to be one of his most 
ambitious yet as his success has provided him 
with a lot of freedom to create a concert he would 
want to attend.

“When I have a chance to produce something 
with a little more vision and production behind it 
we tend to go all out. Have the most fun we pos-
sibly can and see what we can pull off,” said San. 
“I imagine this is going to be a pretty fun gig.”

Kid Koala’s “12 bit Blues Vinyl Vaudeville” at 
the Music Hall of Williamsburg [66 N. Sixth St. 
between Wythe and Kent avenues, (718) 486–5400]. 
Nov. 21, 8 pm, $20. — Eric Dryden

Wed.Wed.
11/2111/21

Neurotic vampireBeat juggling 
and bingo

Mantis style, Brooklyn style

Fri.Fri.
11/1611/16

March party: The members of MarchFourth are a talented bunch, manag-
ing to dance, play music, and even teach the audience some moves at their 
high-energy shows. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Sat.Sat.
11/1711/17

Turntable showman: Kid Koala dons a furry costume to 
rile up the crowd in his night of entertainment and beat 
juggling. Photo by Emma Gutteridge

The next Woody Allen?: 
Brooklyn-based film maker 
Keith Black plays Shmoikel, a 
neurotic, Jewish vampire.
 Photo by Nate Mcgarrahan

Cirque du Soleil, with violence: The Shaolin monks will 
perform death defying stunts, perfected over a life time 
of training. Photo by Brooklyn College

Sun.Sun.
11/2511/25
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By Eli Rosenberg

One of Brooklyn’s most 
beloved video rental 
stores has found a way 

to stay open despite waning 
interest in DVD rentals, invest-
ing in something that will never 
go out of fashion — alcohol.

Williamsburg’s Videology 
has appealed to the borough’s 
cinephiles for years, but says 
their rebirth as a bar with a 
screening room and — relax, 
DVD rentals — will continue to 
feed the borough’s sophisticated 
film tastes while giving the 
store a potentially future-proof 
business model.

“I would be very surprised if 
booze got replaced by the inter-
net,” said Wendy Chamberlain, 
who opened the rental store on 
Bedford Avenue nine years ago 
with fellow film buff James Leet. 

“We’re hoping that we’re 
going to end up being one of the 
last local places to rent videos 
and what we’re doing here is 
going to help us.”

The store’s model based 
entirely around DVD rentals 
worked well until about three 
years ago, when people stopped 
renting as many films due to 
the rise of broadband streaming 
services like Netflix.

A year later, Chamberlain 
and Leet decided that if some-
thing had to give they weren’t 
going to let it be their store.

“We started to realize we 
were going to have to do some-

thing different or we weren’t 
going to be able to stay open 
forever,” Chamberlain said. “I 
don’t know if it’s specifically a 
 Williamsburg  change as much 
as a 21st century change.”

Cinephiles can relax know-
ing the bar’s screening room 
— formerly a room full of racks 
of DVDs — will be dedicated to 
independent and obscure mov-
ies, the type of stuff you can’t 
find on Netflix, owners said.

And the racks of DVDs 
aren’t going anywhere — except 
downstairs.

The store plans on keeping 
its 30,000 title collection in the 
basement — where it can hold 
up to twice that amount — and 
having the catalog available on 
iPads upstairs for prospective 
renters.

And they’ll have a full ros-
ter of theme nights, like action 
movie or shlocky horror film 
nights in addition to midnight 
movies on the weekends, and 
events like Twin Peaks bingo, 
and trivia, to pair with movie-
inspired cocktails.

Videology joins bar and 
“gastroscreen” reRun at reBar 
in DUMBO, as well as nearby 
Nitehawk Cinema, as places to 
watch a movie and drink a beer 
at the same time in Brooklyn.

Videology [390 Bedford 
Ave. at S. First Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–3468, 
www.videology.info], open 1 
pm–midnight. 

Italian Cuisine • Seafood
Call for reservations

718.833.0800
7201 8th Ave.

Bay Ridge

www.NewCornerRestaurant.com
Play N.Y.S. Lottery & Quick Draw

OPEN 7 DAYS
CATERING
FOR ALL

OCCASIONS

Cocktail Lounge
Take Out Orders

Major Credit Cards

Engagements
Bridal Showers

Christenings
Complimentary Glass of Wine or Soda

FOUNDED OVER
75 YEARS AGO BY

Vicenzo Colandrea
NEW CORNER RESTAURANT

IS NOW CONCIDERED
A LANDMARK TO VISIT

$19.75 $26.95LUNCH 
SPECIAL

Monday - Saturday 12:00 to 3:00
MAXIMUM 8 PEOPLE (EXCEPT HOLIDAYS)

4 Course 
Lobster Dinners

DINNER SPECIAL
Monday - Thursday

3:00 to 11:30
MAXIMUM 8 PEOPLE
(EXCEPT HOLIDAYS)

$24.95
$29.95

Join Us For FISH FRIDAYS$14.75
LITE

LUNCH
4 Course 
Fish Dinners

Saturdays, November 17 &
December 1, 2012 at 8pm
Sundays, November 18 &
December 2, 2012 at 5pm

Tickets $15
Reservations: 718-836-3103

or ridgerepertory@gmail.com
Bay Ridge Jewish Center
4th Avenue & 81 Street

Brooklyn, NY 11209

Ridge
Repertory
Company

presents

ALFRED UHRY’S

The

of
Last

Night
Ballyhoo

Directed by James Martinelli

By the
author of

Driving
Miss
Daisy

Show Begins Nov. 17

DVD rental joint serves drinks, screens films
BE KIND, REWIND, SIP WINE

Bar film: Waitress Barbara Alcazer will bring a beer while you watch a film 
in Videology’s new screening room. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

www.tommasoinbrooklyn.com

Elegance without Extravagance

Price Fixed Menu $ 27.00 - 7 Days

1464 86th Street between 14th and 15th Avenues

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

SOUP
Patate e Porri con Crostone di Fontina

potato and leek soup with a fontina cheese toast
 

APPETIZER
Carpaccio di Bietola, Pera, Gorgonzola e Lola Rosa

beet carpaccio with pear, gorgonzola cheese and lola rosa lettuce
 Mixed Greens with Apple, Ricotta and Walnuts

-or-
Capaccio di Polipo

octopus carpaccio with mixed greens and tomatoes 
in a lemon vinaigrette

 
ENTREE

Risotto con Gamberoni, Brandy, Fresh Thyme
shrimp risotto with brandy and fresh thyme

Porchetta con Polenta Casciotta Tartufata con Mela al Forno
stuffed pork loin served with creamy truffl ed cheese polenta 

and oven roasted apple
Tacchino Tradizonale

wood oven roasted fresh turkey with delicious stuffi ng and trimmings
-or-

Tagliatelle con Zucca, Burro e Salvia
housemade tagliatelle with butternut squash in a butter and sage sauce

 
DESSERT

Affogato al Caffe con Nocciola
Pumpkin Kahlua Cheesecake

-or-
Chocolate Mousse

 And
American Coffee

 
$35 per person (tax and gratuity not included)

- RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED -

451 Carroll Street Brooklyn, NY  11215 (718) 852-7800

THANKSGIVING MENU

FOUR COURSE DINNER 5PM to 11PM
Choice of Soup, Appetizer, Entree, Dessert & American Coffee

www.montesnyc.com
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La Trattoria
Ristorante Italiano

Four-Course 
Dinner

$1695

Join us for Thanksgiving
Turkey Platter 

Dinner
With all the Fixings

$1895
per person

CALL NOW TO RESERVE
Thanksgiving Hours: Noon - 10:30pm

SOUP OR SALAD

PASTA

COFFEE

DESSERT

Each Additional Cup of 
Espressso is $2.00 Per Cup

MAIN COURSE

All Entrees are served with  
Vegetable and Potato Croquette

$1995Friday Night Lobster Dinner

Served with Tossed Salad, Choice of Vegetable and Potato Croquette  
or Spaghetti, Ziti and Linguine Marinara

*Limited to 10 people or less *Not available on holidays *Set dinner NOT available for delivery, take out or pick up 
*Substitutions are NOT permitted with any of these set dinners *Each additional Cup of Espresso has an additional charge of 
$2.00 per cup *There will be a $6.95 charge applied to both Adults or Children for sharing any part of these “Set Dinners”

The Pearl Room Thanksgiving Day Menu
$5200 per person. Beverages, tax and gratuity are not included

$15.00 for Kids - Chicken Fingers / French Fries or Penne Pasta Any Style

First Course - Choice Of:
Macadamia and Coconut Fried Shrimp

Fresh Mozzarella
Maryland Style Crab Cake

Classic Caesar Salad
Crispy Vegetable Spring Rolls

Butternut Squash Soup
or

Pomegranate Mesclun Salad

Entrees - Choice Of:
Turkey Breast and Leg

Chicken Breast
Homemade Gnocchi Pasta

Stuffed Pork Tenderloin
Pan Seared Tilapia

Hummus Crusted Salmon
Penne A La Vodka
Lamb Osso-Bucco

Dessert - Choice Of:
Pumpkin Studel

Tiramisu
Chocolate Truffles

Crème Brule
Vanilla or Chocolate Ice Cream

Banana Strudel

VALET PARKING.  ALL MAJOR CC.Open 7 Days  
Lunch & Dinner

8201 3rd Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-833-6666
www.thepearlroom.com
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Lean pastrami, piled 
high on rye bread. Home-
made knishes. Deep bowls 
of cole slaw, macaroni 
salad, and trays of garlic 
and cucumber pickles.

Oh, there’s nothing like 
a good, old-fashioned 
Brooklyn deli — The Mill 
Basin Deli, celebrating 40 
years in the borough. 

It’ll hook you the mo-
ment you walk through 
the door. That’s when 
you’re hit with aromas 
that will get your mouth 
watering with anticipa-
tion. Don’t try to deter-
mine the specific food 
item that has your stom-
ach growling, as it’s a pot-
pourri of all your favorite 
flavors, available for the 
taking.  

To the immediate left is 
a long deli counter, laden 
with roast beef, corned 
beef, homemade turkey, 
salami, and other much-
loved meats. Enter, and 
be seated in the main part 
of the dining area, where 
the action is. Or, have a 
seat in the rear, where it’s 
a bit quieter, in a room 
called The Peach Pit, ap-
propriately named for its 
warm color scheme, the 
peach napkins that fan 
out of the glasses on the 
set tables, and the match-
ing chair cushions.  

This is no ordinary deli. 
In fact, it doubles as an art 
gallery, showcasing the 
work of professional art-
ists. Owner Mark Schach-
ner says he bought his 
first piece of art when he 
was 21 years old, and as 
his collection grew, he’d 
hang them on the walls of 
the deli. 

“Soon, people were ask-
ing if the pieces were for 
sale,” he says. So he and 
his wife became art deal-
ers.

The walls are filled with 
colorful and unique piec-
es, adding to the enjoy-
ment of the dining expe-
rience. Admire the view, 
but come for the food.

For sure, there nothing 
better than “Jewish peni-
cillin” to keep the chill of 
the season at bay. That 
big bowl of hot chicken 
noodle soup, with over-

sized dumplings, will 
warm your insides, both 
with its steaming good-
ness, as well as the mem-
ories it invokes. If your 
mother made chicken 
soup as good as this, she 
probably bought it here.   

The thick split pea soup 
and the rich mushroom 
and barley blend are oth-
er homemade soups for 
which the restaurant is 

noted. 
Of course, the pastrami 

is the big draw of any 
good deli — and here, it’s 
the best: lean and deli-
cious. But don’t just take 
my word for it. It was 
rated “the best in New 
York” by The NY Daily 
News in 2011, beating sev-
eral of the big name Man-
hattan delis for the title. 
The Schachner family 

takes great pride in this 
accomplishment, as they 
have been in the Kosher 
deli business for three 
generations. As a result, 
they know a thing or two 
about preparing the pas-
trami. 

“It’s all in the rub,” says 
Schachner. 

He’s not going to reveal 
any secrets, but pepper 
seems to be a key factor. 

He also says he steams 
the pastrami in the morn-
ing twice, a tactic that 
leaves the meat juicy and 
lean. Whatever the meth-
od, one thing is certain: 
that pastrami makes one 
heckuva good sandwich. 

Mill Basin Deli makes 
its own brisket, too, an-
other lean and tender 
treat. Drizzle it with gra-
vy that’s so homemade, 

I’m sure I saw a lump or 
two. 

The Kosher hot dogs 
are roasted so they snap 
when you take a bite. The 
pierogies can be enjoyed 
boiled or fried. Either 
way, they are smothered 
with fried onions. 

Mill Basin Deli is noted 
for its potato pancake 
chips, which are crisp and 
delicious, served with a 
side of apple sauce.

Don’t miss the enormous 
center-cut French fries. 
Tremendous and thick, 
they are crowd-pleasers. 

More traditional fare 
includes derma, served 
with brown gravy; 
chopped liver; gefilte fish; 
and matzo ball soup.

But there’s something 
for everyone here — 
grilled chicken, rotisserie 
chicken, meatballs, steak, 
Hungarian goulash, and 
even fajitas. 

If you’re looking to eat 
light, there are fresh sal-
ads and wraps, too.

Desserts include noodle 
pudding, black-and-white 
cookies, apple strudel, 
and brownies. The choco-
late rugalah is fantastic, 
and is served warm on 
request.  

With the holidays on 
the horizon, it’s great to 
know that the Mill Basin 
Deli can cater any affair. 
The staff can bring the 
food to your event, or you 
can bring the whole fam-
ily to them. The Peach 
Pit provides a pretty set-
ting for any occasion — 
weddings, bar mitzvahs, 
bridal showers, corpo-
rate functions — and the 
menu can be customized 
to your liking. 

Mill Basin Deli ships 
nationwide. It makes a 
wonderful holiday gift for 
those who might enjoy a 
taste of Brooklyn.

Mill Basin Deli [5823 
Avenue T between E. 58th 
and E. 59th streets in Mill 
Basin, (718) 241–4910, 
www.MillBasinDeli.com]. 
Open Mondays through 
Thursdays, 9 am–9 pm; 
Fridays and Saturdays, 
9 am–10 pm; and on Sun-
days, 9 am–9:30 pm.

B R O O K LY N  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Mill Basin Deli proves itself a good, old-fashioned Brooklyn deli
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7308 - 3rd Ave.  Bay Ridge
718-833-8818/718-833-8878

H A
R  U

Sushi & Asian Cuisine
Hibachi

FREE Rainbow Roll or 
Dragon Roll 

- with purchase of $40

Ask about our

“SUSHI PARTY” to go Menu!

www.haruginger.com      Specializing in Hibachi, Sushi, Shashimi

FREE Delivery (min. order $8)

LUNCH DINNER Open 7 Days

    Fall
Special15% OFF DINNER

DINE IN ONLY WITH THIS AD

$7.95 Price FIxed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree and a Treat

7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn
718-989-8951

Free Delivery

GREENHOUSE CAFE
LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sun. Nights

7717 3rd GreenhouseCafe.com Valet Parking

Thursday, November 15 - 
Max From Out Of The Blue - 8pm

Friday, Nov. 16 - Piranha Brothers - 9pm
Saturday, Nov. 17 - Frankie Marra  - 10pm
Sunday, Nov. 18 - David Vann & Co. - 6pm917-379 -9388

KIDS MENU 
$14.95

Thanksgiving Dinner
CHOICE OF APPETIZER

CHOICE OF ENTREE

($

All Entrees Served with Mashed Potato or Country Rice Pilaf and Fresh Vegetables

CHOICE OF DESSERT

 COFFEE OR TEA$35
Per person
Plus tax & gratuity

Two
Hour
Seating

Per person
Plus tax & gratuity

Book Your Holiday Party & Family Get-Togethers Now

RESERVE EARLY FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES

 .............................................................................
  ..........................................

 ...........................................................................
 ................................................................

 ............................................................
  

 with Cranberry Orange Stuffi ng ..............
 Grilled to taste, with Sautéed Spinach .............

 with Lemon Butter Sauce .....................
 with Sautéed Spinach and Mushroom Sauce. .........

  ....................................
 

*All Guest Checks Subject to Sales Tax of 8.875% & Gratuity of 18%
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DINER & RESTAURANT
1619 718-331-2221

 

RATED #1 DINER IN BROOKLYN
BY THE DAILY NEWS

FREE PARKING
ON PREMISES

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Happy Thanksgiving 
From Everyone 

From The  Vegas Diner
Enjoy 

Our Special 
Thanksgiving 
Day Menu…
From Soup 

To Nuts!

91¢ OUT OF EVERY DOLLAR 
GOES DIRECTLY TO HELPING 

HUNGRY NEW YORKERS.

He took out a pen and made a donation. Which paid for the tune-up that fixed

the truck that delivers the food that feeds hungry families in Brooklyn. It’s easy to

do what Tracy did — just visit cityharvest.org or call 1-800 77 HARVEST.

DONATE NOW

© 2012 City Harvest. A member of Feeding America.

TRACY PICKED UP DINNER FOR
300 FAMILIES IN BROOKLYN.

Prix-Fixe Dining...  All Day, Every Day
LUNCH $1395 pp  DINNER $2695 pp 

Savor the fl avors of authentic Italian cuisine, 
inspired by the sea.

2902 Emmons Avenue, Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn (Just Off The Belt Parkway)    

718.332.8494

Celebrate Thanksgiving On The Waterfront
SERVING A             PRIX FIXE MENU

~ CHILDREN $14.95 ~  
Enjoy a traditional turkey dinner with 

roasted sweet potatoes, red beets and cranberry chutney. 

Open Thanksgiving day from 1–8 pm. Please call for more information. 

IL FORNETTO REOPENED

$2995   
pp
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By Natalie Musumeci 

Patiently waiting for the 
subway, ever wonder 
what makes New York 

City’s 108-year-old system 
run?

Well, it’s electricity.
At a hands-on, interactive 

exhibit inside the New York 
Transit Museum, visitors get 
the chance to explore where 
that electricity comes from, and 
how that electricity is transmit-
ted over gaping distances to 
power a subway system that 
moves over 4.3 millions riders 
a day.  

“In the wake of Hurricane 
Sandy, understanding our 
dependency on power, how we 
get it, and how it can be disrupt-

ed is even more relevant than 
ever,” said Gabrielle Shubert, 
the museum’s director. 

“This exhibit helps unlock 
some of those mysteries.”

At the long-term exhibit 
entitled, “ElectriCity: Powering 
New York’s Rails,” museumgo-
ers can spin a giant wheel that 
generates an electrical current 
and watch the spark scale up a 
Jacob’s ladder. 

Visitors can also manipulate 
solar panels and windmills to 
capture energy, test what types 
of metals conduct electricity, 
and learn how power is trans-
ferred from the third rail to the 
train’s electric motor at other 
installations. 

“The exhibit is wonderful. 

It’s very interactive for the 
kids and the experiments that 
they do are really simple and 
digestible,” said museumgoer 
Nicole Cadoret Kensington, 
who brought her 5-year-old son 
Bennet to the museum. 

Other visitors had a new-
found appreciation for the 
exhibit as they toured it in the 
wake of the superstorm that 
crippled the city’s transit sys-
tem. 

“I don’t think we realize 
how much we rely on it until 
it’s down and people can’t get 
to where they are going and 
the whole city goes crazy,” said 
Manhattan resident Rochelle 
Friedlich. 

“This exhibit helps you 
appreciate all that goes into 
making it run.”

And if the train-crazed 
youngsters can’t wrap their 
head around the science of elec-
tricity, they’ll have a blast flip-
ping switches, cranking wheels, 
and building model motors. 

“I’m learning about the sub-
ways,” said six-year-old Sam 
Esposito of Cobble Hill. “The 
switches light up when you turn 
them on – it’s cool!” 

“ElectriCity” at the New York 
Transit Exhibit [130 Livingston 
St. between Schermerhorn 
Street and Boerum Place, (718) 
694–1600, www.mta.info/mta/
museum]. $7 adults, $5 children 
and seniors.

Tickets: $45/$36
Featuring Fred Parris and The Satins, The Legendary Teenagers, 

The Chiffons, The Original Tymes, and Barbara Harris and the Toys!

Emceed by WCBS-FM’s “Broadway” Bill Lee

The Chiffons

Brook lyn Center ’s  2012-2013 season is  sponsored,  in  par t,  by

The�Ultimate�
Sounds�

of�Doo-Wop�
&�Street�Corner�

Harmony

Saturday,�November�17,�2012�at�8pm

Direct from Bejing, The People’s Republic of China

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2012 AT 3PM

“...they combine the agility and grace of gymnasts 
with the showmanship of Cirque du Soleil performers.”

-The Washington Post

BrooklynCenterOnline.org or 718-951-4500
Walt Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College   

2 train to Flatbush Avenue / on-site paid parking available

Tickets: $30 (adults) / $15 (children ages 12 and under)

Charging: Six-year-old Sam Esposito tests what types of metals conduct electricity at the New York Transit Museum’s 
ElectriCity exhibit. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Interactive subway exhibit 
explains how it all works

THE ELECTRIC SLIDE
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FRI, NOV. 16
READING, WHALE-ATHON: A 

weekend-long marathon reading 
of Herman Melville’s classic whale-
tale “Moby-Dick” is due to take 
over the city — 624 pages spread 
over Manhattan and Brooklyn — 
with a powerhouse roster of read-
ers, including literary heavies like 
Jonathan Ames, Sarah Vowell, Lev 
Grossman, and Adam Wilson. Free. 
5 pm–midnight. WORD Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton Street. 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096], 
www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

“MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING”: 
Shakespeare’s light hearted com-
edy is presented by the Poly Prep 
Upper School students. All dona-
tions at the door will benefi t the 
Hurricane Sandy Relief Fund. Cash 
donations. 6:30 pm. Poly Prep 
Country Day School [9216 Sev-
enth Ave. at Poly Place in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 836–9800], www.
polyprep.org. 

WORKSHOP, ANTI-VIOLENCE 
WORKSHOP: The Alternatives to 
Violence Project of the Catskills 
and the Peace & Social Action 
Committee of Brooklyn Quaker 
Meeting invite the public to a 
workshop at Brooklyn Quaker 
Meetinghouse. The Alternatives to 
Violence Project provides a space 
for us to practice transforming 
confl ict into win-win outcomes. 
Free, $45 suggested. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Quaker Meetinghouse 
[110 Schermerhorn St., corner of 
Boerum Place in Downtown, (347) 
262–6975]. 

DINING, CARIBBEAN DINNER 
PARTY: Great food, conversation 
and new friendship await you as 
you dine and explore a superb 
nite of great food and fun in an 
intimate setting right here in Wil-
liamsburg Brooklyn. Come and 
enjoy a Taste of the Caribbean 
Flavors with this 4 -5 course Din-
ner Party. $50. 7 pm. TriniSoul 
at Mamas Food Shop [310 S. 
Fourth St. in Williamsburg, (347) 
613–0976], www.decentmeals.net/
caribbeansuppers.html. 

ART, CARIBBEAN, LATIN AMERI-
CAN SHOW: “Algo different 
group show” at Weeknights is 
pleased to exhibit work created by 
artists part of such a rich culture 
that has inhabited and infl uenced 
so much of the city landscape 
we co-exist in. Free. 7:30–10 pm. 
Weeknights [566 Johnson Ave., 
Studio #27 in Bushwick, (201) 953–
4062], weeknights.wordpress.com. 

SAT, NOV. 17
TOUR, CURRIER & IVES TROLLEY 

TOUR: Take an in-depth look at 
the iconic pair when historian Jeff 
Richman leads trolley tour with 
stops at the graves of Currier, Ives 
and other artists. $15 ($20 non-
members). 1–3 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue and 25th 
Street in Green Wood Heights, 
(718) 768–7300], www.green-
wood.com. 

MUSIC, FREE “LA BOHEME”: Re-
gina Opera Company present a 
free fully staged performance of 
Puccini’s romantic tragedy sung 
in Italian with English supertitles, 
and presented with piano ac-
companiment. The Conductor for 
this performance is Scott Jackson 
Wiley and Stage Director is Linda 
Lehr. $25, $20 seniors and college 
students, $5 teens, children free. 
3:00 PM. Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help auditorium [5902 6th Ave. 
in Sunset Park, (718) 259–2772], 
www.reginaopera.org. 

MUSIC, MURDER MYSTERY CON-
CERT: Join the Brooklyn Conser-
vatory Community Orchestra at 
the Brooklyn Museum for a perfor-
mance of The Composer is Dead, 
a wildly imaginative piece that 
combines world class orchestra-
tion with classic murder mystery. 
$15, $10 for children under 12. 4 
pm. Brooklyn Conservatory of 
Music [58 Seventh Ave. between 
Lincoln Place and Seventh Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 622–3300 or 
email: rfrank@bqcm.org], www.
bqcm.org. 

MUSIC, DOO-WOP CONCERT: 
Original chart-stopping acts from 
the ‘50’s and ‘60’s. $36-$45. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the Perform-
ing Arts at Brooklyn College [2900 
Campus Rd., between Amersfort 
Place and Kenilworth Place in 
Midwood, (718) 951–4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org. 

MUSIC, TEA, CAKE, AND JAZZ!: 
Nioka Workman’s Firey String 
Sistas! invites you to join A Scorpio 
Birthday Party for a sweet set of 
new music, chamber Jazz, along 
with a warm cup of tea and cake. 
$20, $25. 9 pm. Sistas’ Place [456 
Nostrand Ave. at Jefferson Av-
enue in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
398–1766], www.sistasplace.org. 

ICKYFEST: The whole weekend is 
dedicated to all things icky, from 
cutting the cheese to blood and 
tears children discover their scien-
tifi c and grossology side. Suitable 
for children of all ages. Free with 
museum admission. 10 am–5 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 735–
4400], www.brooklynkids.org. 

READING, WHALE-ATHON 
(CONT’D): A weekend-long mara-
thon reading of Herman Melville’s 
classic. Free. 4 pm–midnight. 
Molasses Books [770 Hart St. be-
tween Knickerbocker and Wilson 
in Bushwick, (631) 882–5188]. 

SEA TURTLES: Biologist from Riv-
erhead Foundation for Marine 
Research and Education leads 
discussion on this interesting 
creatures and what you can do 
to volunteer. Recommended 
for older children. Reservations 
required. Free with museum ad-
mission. 4 pm. Quogue Wildlife 
Refuge [3 Old Country Road in 
East Quogue, (631) 653–4771], 
ww.quoguewildlierefuge.org. 

MEMORIAL MASS AND FUN-
DRASIER: Brooklyn Irish American 
Parade coordinators are hosting 
annual event at Holy Name with 
special mass and then followed by 
dining and dancing. Call for tickets. 
5:30– 11 pm. Holy Name Church/
hall [245 Prospect Park West in Park 
Slope, (718) 499–9482]. 

SUN, NOV. 18
MUSIC, BROOKLYN SYMPHONY 

ORCHESTRA: Come hear our bor-
ough’s orchestra play Mendelss-
hon and Beavers. $20. $10 for stu-
dents. 3 pm. Church of Saint Ann 
& the Holy Trinity (157 Montague 
St., between Clinton and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights). 

MUSIC, SUNDAY SCREENING: Far-
scape: The Way Station presents 
an introduction to one of science 
fi ction’s most compelling and 
creative TV shows. 5 pm. The Way 
Station [683 Washington Ave. be-
tween between St. Marks Avenue 
and Prospect Place in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 627–4949], waysta-
tionbk.com. 

MUSIC, FREDDY’S REGULAR: Out 
of Your Head is both a collective of 
improvising musicians in Brooklyn 

as well as a regular performance 
event at Freddy’s Bar and Back-
room. Bassist Adam Hopkins, 
originally from Baltimore, founded 
the NY chapter in January 2012 to 
help expand and unify the local 
creative music scene. Free. 9:30 
pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. 
between 17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 768–
0131], www.freddysbar.com. 

STEP INTO THANKSGIVING: Step 
into: invites families to explore hol-
iday celebrations with art, music, 
hands-on activities, food and sto-
ries. Recommended for children 
2 years and older. $5. 3–5:30 pm. 
Hannah Senesh Community Day 
School [342 Smith St. between 
First and Second place in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 858–8663]. 

BARCLAYS CENTER, KELLOG’S 
TOUR OF GYMNASITCS CHAM-
PIONS 2012: A national tour fea-
turing Team USA’s top performing 
gymnasts following the 2012 Olym-
pic Games in London. Starting at 
$37.20. 6:30 pm. Barclays Center 
[620 Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush Ave-
nue in Downtown, (212) 359–6387], 
www.barclayscenter.com. 

HOLIDAY DINNER: It’s turkey day 
again. The third annual community 
event is sponsored by Friends 
Healing Ministries and will pro-
vide the real heros of with turkey, 
stuffi ng, sweet potatoes, collard 
greens, bread and love. The tents 
will be open. Free. 6:30 pm. Surf 
Manor (W. 23rd St. and Surf Av-
enue in Coney Island). 

MON, NOV. 19
BARCLAYS CENTER, LEGENDS 

CLASSIC: Georgetown, Indiana, 
UCLA, and Georgia will compete 
in the 2012 Legends Classic, which 
culminates with the Championship 
Rounds at Brooklyn’s brand new 
Barclays Center. Starting at $19.85. 
6:30 pm. Barclays Center [620 
Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush Avenue 
in Downtown, (212) 359–6387], 
www.barclayscenter.com. 

WORKSHOP, THANKSGIVING 
COOKING CLASS: 14 spots are 
open for Prospect’s pre-Thanks-
giving Cooking Class, a few days 
before the big feast. $60. 7 pm. 
Prospect [773 Fulton St. in Fort 
Greene, (718) 596–6826], www.
prospectbk.com. 

WORKSHOP, CAPOEIRA: Enjoy a 
free class! Free. 7:30 pm. Creative 
Arts Studio [310 Atlantic Ave. 
in Boerum Hill, (917) 940–9321], 
omulubrooklyncapoeira.com.  

TUES, NOV. 20
SINGALONG: Come clap, dance, 

sing or just watch! $2.50. 11:00. 
The Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hicks and Henry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 923–
9710], themoxiespot.com. 

CONCERT, MUSICA!: Metz, Yvette, 
and Bennio Qwerty at the Knitting 
Factory. $10. 8:30 pm. Knitting Fac-
tory [361 Metropolitan Ave. at Have-
meyer Street in Williamsburg, (347) 
529–6696], ny.knittingfactory.com. 

WED, NOV. 21
EDUCATION, COMPUTER SKILLS: 

Presented by the Brooklyn Center 
for Independence of the Disabled, 
Inc., the class is led by Aleta 
Fenty, who is deaf and teaches 
the course in American Sign Lan-
guage. No previous computer 
experience required. Free. 1–4 
pm. BCID [27 Smith St. between 
Livingston and Fulton streets in 
Downtown, (718) 998–3000 X301]. 

CLUB, FIRST DOLLS CLUB: For doll 
collectors. Meets the third Wed. 
of each month. No meeting in 
December and end of year lun-
cheon held in June. Free. 2 and 
4 pm. Chapter of the UF of Doll 
Clubs [301 Seabreeze Ave. at W. 
5th Street in Brighton Beach, (718) 
373–7990]. 

DANCE CLASS: The Federation of 
Italian American Organizations 
of Brooklyn (FIAO) is again spon-

soring its popular free ballroom 
dance instruction for teens and 
seniors alike in its ballroom dance 
classes on Wednesday nights. 
Special bonus: the instructor will 
be Carmine “Big Screecher” Santa 
Maria. Free. 6 pm. I.S. 96 [99 Av-
enue P, between W. 11th and W. 
12th streets in Gravesend, (718) 
232—2266]. 

BARCLAYS CENTER, BOB DYLAN 
AND HIS BAND: Dylan will per-
form with Mark Knopfl er. To be an-
nounced. 6:30 pm. Barclays Center 
[620 Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush Ave-
nue in Downtown, (212) 359–6387], 
www.barclayscenter.com. 

THURS, NOV. 22
MUSIC, BOWLTRAIN: Roots’ drum-

mer and noted vinyl-phile Quest-
love has a weekly residency DJing 
this party - one of the best in 
town. $5. 11 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between N. 11th 
and N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

FRI, NOV. 23
MUSIC, DR. WHO 50TH ANNI-

VERSARY PARTY: Dress as your 
favorite doctor. The Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. between 
between St. Marks Avenue 
and Prospect Place in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 627–4949], waysta-
tionbk.com. 

BLACK FRIDAY: While the rest of 
the city shops and burns off the 
Thanksgiving feast, children can 
explore the museum the whole 
day. Free with museum admission. 
9am–5 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. 
Marks Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKETBALL: 
The Brooklyn Nets take on the LA 
Clippers. Starting at $15. 7:30 pm. 
Barclays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. 
at Flatbush Avenue in Downtown, 
(212) 359–6387], www.Barclay-
sCenter.com. 

SAT, NOV. 24
MUSIC, JUAN LUIS GUERRA AND 

JUANES: Grammy Award winning 
artists and Latin pop icons Juan 
Luis Guerra and Juanes will per-
form in the fi rst-ever Latin show at 
the state-of-the-art Barclays Cen-
ter. Starting at $70.85. 6:30 pm. 
Barclays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. 
at Flatbush Avenue in Downtown, 
(212) 359–6387], www.barclay-
scenter.com. 

MUSIC, ABSINTHE DRINKERS: 
They spawn catchy, original pop, 
funk, rock, and whatever songs 
from works of literature ancient 
and modern. 10 pm. The Way 
Station [683 Washington Ave. be-
tween between St. Marks Avenue 
and Prospect Place in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 627–4949], waysta-
tionbk.com. 

QUILT SHOW: The 21st annual show 
features theme of Cool-whether 
it’s a cold wintery science, and 
cool colors. $3. Noon–4 pm. Lef-
ferts Historic Homestead [452 
Flatbush Ave. between Empire 
Boulevard and Eastern Parkway in 
Park Slope, (718) 789–2822], www.
prospectpark.org. 

ATLANTIC AVE SHOPPING: Kick 
off the holiday season with a day 
on the avenue. Carolers, Trolley 
Rides, refreshments and great 
deals abound. Presented by the 
Atlantic Avenue Business Im-
provement District. Free. 1–5 pm. 
Atlantic Avenue (Between BQE 
to Fourth Avenue in Downtown), 
www.atlanticavebid.org. 

TASKS AND CRAFTS FROM THE 
PAST: Try your hand at needle-
point, play old fashioned games 
and more. Free. 2:30–3:30 pm. 
Lefferts Historic Homestead [452 
Flatbush Ave. between Empire 
Boulevard and Eastern Parkway in 
Park Slope, (718) 789–2822], www.
prospectpark.org. 

WORD’s pick: “Angelmaker”
by Nick Harkaway

WORD favorite “Angelmaker” is 
out in paperback! It’s hard for us to use 
our words, rather than just gush about 
how good “Angelmaker” is. Not just 
any author could build a thriller out 
of some gears, a forgotten Victorian 
art critic, and a son’s dissatisfaction 
with his father, much less a thriller 
of these proportions. And very few authors can boast 
the combination of smarts and heart that defines Harkaway’s 
work. It is the rare book that can return us to the experience of 
wonder that sets our collective path as lifelong readers from 
an early age — and “Angelmaker” is one.

— Jenn Northington, WORD [126 Franklin St. at Milton Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, www.wordbrooklyn.com].

The BookMark Shoppe’s pick:
“Merry Christmas Alex Cross”
by James Patterson

Patterson published his first novel 
nearly 25 years ago, and hit explosive 
popularity with “Along Came a Spider,” 
introducing readers to character Alex 
Cross. Patterson’s newest release, 
“Merry Christmas Alex Cross,” brings 
back my favorite forensic detective in 
an all new mystery. As Alex Cross 
begins to celebrate the holidays with 
Mama Nana, Bree, and the kids, he 
is called in to a hostage situation. But this is no simple 
case and soon Alex Cross finds himself in danger of not 
making it back to his family. Perfect timing to get into a little 
holiday spirit, and a fast-paced thriller we come to expect 
from Patterson. 

— Bina Valenzano, co-owner, The BookMark Shoppe 
[8415 Third Ave. between 84th and 85th streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 833–5115, www.bookmarkshoppe.com].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick:
“The Girl Who Fell Beneath Fairy Land 
and Led the Revels There”
by Catherynne Valente

Valente’s tales of a plucky Nebraska girl who finds 
herself in Fairyland are a bit like what 
would happen if Neil Gaiman wrote 
The Wizard of Oz, with a bit of Liz 
Lemon thrown in: a knowing, funny, 
ornately plotted, and deeply satisfying 
quest into the heart of the strange and 
wonderful.  This volume, the sequel 
to “The Girl Who Circumnavigated 
Fairyland In A Ship Of Her Own 
Making,” finds our heroine matching 
wits with her own shadow, who has become the dark queen of 
Fairyland Below. Trust me that it’s an immensely enjoyable 
literary experience, especially for fans of smart fantasy.

— Jessica Stockton Bagnulo, co-owner of Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, www.
greenlightbookstore.com].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
local bookstore 

employees
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• ‘We’re trying to do 
good for all of Coney 
Island.’

• ‘I want to be the best 
player to ever be at 
Poly Prep.’

BY MIKE MCAVOY
The Lincoln High School 

Railsplitters took the fi rst 
round of the Public School 
Athletic League’s football 
playoffs by besting Campus 
Magnet High School 44–14 
at Lafayette High School 
on Saturday — a victory 
the team hopes will bring 
a modicum of cheer to its 
Hurricane Sandy-ravaged 
school.

The super storm that 
killed seven borough resi-
dents hit the Coney Island 
school and its administra-
tion particularly hard:  
the school’s basement was 
fl ooded, the team’s three-
year-old, state-of-the-art 
football fi eld where the Rail-
splitters boast a 19–1 record 
was seriously damaged and 
can’t be used, and nearly 15 
Railsplitters still remain 
homeless. The school is 
also reeling from the death 
of Henry Sullivan, a be-
loved science teacher who 
drowned in his home as 
Hurricane Sandy hit the 
Rockaways.

But players say the trag-
edies the school’s facing just 
emboldened them to win on 
Saturday. 

“We’re playing for ev-
erybody,” said quarterback 
Javon Moore. “We lost Mr. 
Sullivan, and people are 
in distress. We’re trying 
to bounce back as a whole 
team and cheer everyone 
up. We’re trying to do good 
for all of Coney Island.” 

Moore sweetened the 
victory by rushing two 
touchdowns and sending a 
22-yard strike through the 
air to Carlos Stewart. Lin-
coln High School was trail-
ing Campus Magnet early 
in the game, but Railsplit-

ter Antoine Holloman Jr. 
turned everything around 
when he returned a punt 96 
yards for a score — kicking 
off his team’s 28-point run 
as the Lincoln High School 
squad settled into its re-
placement fi eld.

“No matter what’s un-

derneath us we know what 
we have to do,” Moore said.

The Railsplitters won’t 
know until Wednesday, af-
ter this paper went to press, 
if they will be able to use the 
fi eld during the playoffs. If 
not, Lincoln will have to 
play at nearby Lafayette 

or William E. Grady high 
schools as work crews re-
pair the team’s home turf  — 
an unsettling reminder of 
Hurricane Sandy’s wrath. 

“The fi eld looks like 
someone pulled on a carpet 
and created grooves in it,” 

BY DANIEL MARTIN
Twin sisters Ashley 

and Jessica Rice, Long Is-
land University women’s 
volleyball team’s double 
threat, have a chance to 
snatch a northeast confer-
ence crown this week — 
but injuries will be keep-
ing them from playing on 
the court together.

Ashley tore her an-
terior cruciate ligament 
on Oct. 20 in a win over 
Sacred Heart. Ever since 
then, Jessica has been 
playing for both of them, 
the fi fth-year grad student 
said. 

“I defi nitely just think 
about her when I’m out 
there playing,” Jessica 
Rice said. “I’m playing 
a lot for her, too. If she 
can’t do it herself, I have 
to go out there harder ev-
ery play, and play the best 
I can to help our team 
win.”

Injuries have unfortu-
nately been a part of the 
middle blockers’ careers. 
Jessica, an All-Conference 
second team selection a 
year ago, was forced to 
redshirt in 2008 because of 
a knee injury and missed 
the entire 2009 season as 
well. Ashley, the confer-

ence tournament’s most 
valuable player in 2009, 
missed 2010 with a knee 
injury, but rebounded 
with a strong 2011 season. 
Their history has put Jes-
sica in a unique position 
to help Ashley through 
her current injury.  

“She’s been there and 
she’s the only one who 
knows what it’s like to 
miss a lot of time,” Ashley 
Rice said. “Everyone says, 
‘You’ll be OK,’ but they 
don’t know the mental 
toughness that it takes.”

It’s a special relation-
ship coach Kyle Robinson 
has noticed during their 
time at the school. He 
sees how it extends off the 
court in this case and in 
general.

“They’re connected,” 
Robinson said. “Even be-
yond volleyball stuff, they 
support each other and 
they support each other 
on a level they can’t un-
derstand.”

Ashley is now pro-
viding leadership on the 
bench as Jessica, along 
with standout teammates 
right side hitter Annika 
Fiot and setter Vera Dju-
ric are leading the Black-

—Railsplitters quarterback Javon Moore — Defensive lineman Jay Hayes

Continued on Page 53 Continued on Page 52

DOIN’ IT FOR HER SISTER: Long Island University graduate 
student Jessica Rice is playing to win a conference title for her 
injuried twin Ashley. Courtesy of LIU Athletics

LEG UP: Lincoln’s Antoine Holloman, Jr. breaks a tackle during his team’s big win on Saturday. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Twins hope to win 
volleyball crown

Railsplitters battle back 
from Sandy’s wrath
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Poly Prep junior defen-

sive lineman Jay Hayes has 
agreed to play football at 
Notre Dame. 

Hayes, who had 53 offers 
from Bowl Championship 
Series schools, picked the 
Irish and coach Brian Kelly 
over the likes of Ohio State, 
Florida, Michigan, and 
Georgia. 

The 6-foot-5, 270-pound 
Hayes, the ninth-ranked 
recruit in the country at 
his position by Scout.com, 
chose Notre Dame not only 
because it currently ranked 

third in the nation and has 
a rich football tradition, but 
because of the academic op-
portunity provided by its 
business school. 

“It’s an opportunity 
of life time,” Hayes said. 
“With a football program 
that is as good as that and 
the academics go hand and 
hand. It’s sort of perfect.” 

Hayes plans to visit the 
school this weekend — just 
in time for the Irish’s game 
against Wake Forest.

Hayes can be seen on 
Poly Prep’s offensive line, 
but the player also prides 

himself on his defensive 
ability. He joins in the foot-
steps of Blue Devils alum 
Eric Olsen, a center for the 
New Orleans Saints who 
started 31 games for Notre 
Dame. 

Hayes hopes to surpass 
Olsen — as well as every 
other player who went to 
Poly.

“I want to be the greatest 
player to ever be at Poly,” 
Hayes said. “I got this out of 
the way. I’m going to Notre 
Dame. Next year I just want 
to prove that I am the great-
est player to leave Poly.” 

The line at the Silver Star Meat Market wrapped around the block. The unseasonably warm temperatures in 
the late spring of 1987 had pushed the population of North Atlantic herring north, towards the polar cap, where the 
water was as cool as a glass of iced lemonade on a hot day, and the krill schooled in bounties. The fi sherman, sun-
beaten men of the sea, were feeling the heat, unable to answer for the once-common fi sh that they could not seem to 
net for the life of them this season — no matter how far north they traveled. 

Nowhere could repercussions of this global herring shortage be more keenly felt than the line wrapping down 
Nostrand Avenue on an 102-degree June day. Babushkas fanned their foreheads; husbands doing their pre-Shabbos 
shopping waited dutifully, sweat dripping down their brows; and the few children who had been dragged along for 
what normally was an ecstatic romp around the culinary wonderland kvetched endlessly, tugging at their parents’ 
sleeves as everyone wilted. 

These good people did not know whether they would be able to snap up one of the few tins of smoked kippers once 
they entered the building, but in this heat, it had ceased to matter. A cold can of soda, perhaps some Mandelbrodt, 
any pick-me-up would suffi ce. 

It made Ida remember the words of Brooklyn abolitionist Henry Ward 
Beecher: 

“Never forget what a man says to you when he is angry.”

Ida’s picks:

Bills (−1.5), Rams (−3), Browns (7.5), Texans (−16), Bengals (−3.5), 
Falcons (−10), Buccaneers (−1.5), Raiders (4.5), Packers (−3.5), Colts (9), 
Bears (5), Ravens (3.5)

Breakouts:

Redskins (−3) over Eagles
Broncos (−7.5) over Chargers

Kryptonite lock of the week:

Ravens (3.5) over Steelers

Ida’s record: 68–77–2 
(Kryptonite: 4–6) 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Sophmore soccer star 

Maura Bellone scored the 
sweetest goal of her career 
on Monday as she gave the 
St. Edmund Prepatory 
High School Eagles a ti-
tle victory over St. John’s 
Prep.

Bellone’s opportunity 
came when junior Eagle 
Anfi sia Gordeev sent a 
corner kick careening off 
the box during a heated 
match at the Aviator 
Sports and Events Center. 

The sophmore dashed 
to meet it and, with a well-
timed kick, sent the ball 
sailing over charging St. 
John’s Prep keeper Ashley 
Rivera in what proved to 
be the game-winning goal 
eight minutes into over-
time — giving St. Edmund 
a 1–0 victory in the fi nals 
over rival St. John’s.

Bellone said she was 
ecstatic that her goal stood 
unopposed. 

“I was thinking, ‘No-
body else better make a 
goal’ because I wanted to 
win this game for us and 
I did,” she said. 

The victory avenges 
last year’s 3–1 loss in the ti-
tle game to St. John’s, and 
completes an unbeaten 

season for St. Edmund 
(9–0–1). It’s also helping 
coach Dan Mangano real-
ize the title guarantee he 
made after the Eagles beat 
St. John’s Prep in the fi nal 
regular season match. 

The winning coach 
is already planning on 
achieving the same re-
sults next year.

“We have a strong 
team coming back and we 
are going to guarantee an-
other trip to the champi-
onship,” Mangano said.

For all his confi dence, 
however, the coach felt his 
squad could have played 
better, were it not for Hur-
ricane Sandy. 

Practices had become 
diffi cult to organize in the 
past two weeks thanks to 
the storm, which devas-
tated Gerritsen Beach and 
left fi ve players with dam-
aged homes, if not dam-
aged spirits. 

But all the hardship 
and destruction served 
only made the victory 
that much sweeter, play-
ers say.

“It’s amazing knowing 
how much all of us went 
through,” said Gordeev. 
“Some kids lost their 
houses — everything.”

Poly Prep junior defensive lineman to play for Notre Dame

rd 

,
,

Ida Eisenstein:

KICK STARTER: St. Edmund’s Taylor Draxdorf takes the ball 
down the fi eld as her team beat St. John’s Prep 1–0 for the 
championship. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Hayes to fi ght for the Irish

Eagles get kick out 
of beating St. John’s

Ida’s got the winning NFL picks

BLUE AND GOLD: Poly Prep 
junior lineman Jay Hayes has 
committed to play at Notre 
Dame. 
 Photo by Priyanka Katumuluwa

birds into the postseason. 
Long Island University re-
mains undefeated at 16–0 

and 23–7 overall heading 
into this weekend’s confer-
ence tournament.

The team will try to put 
last season’s fi nal loss be-
hind it when it reaches this 
week’s tournament. 

Robinson feels this is a 

special group that can get 
it done. 

“This is the best team 
I’ve ever coached,” Robin-
son said. “This is the best 
group of girls I’ve ever 
coached and had the plea-
sure of being with.”

Continued from Page 51

Twins
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BY JOE PANTORNO
Brooklyn Tech decimated 

the Kennedy Knights 36–0 at 
home on Saturday afternoon 
— engineering some payback 
against a team that beat them 
by a point on a goal line stand 
during the regular season. 

Senior running back James 
Gales ran 15 carries for 159 
yards and two touchdowns, a 
stellar outing that included a 
92-yard sprint down the left 
sideline after breaking a pair 
of tackles six yards past the 
line of scrimmage.

The 7–2 Engineers also 
completed four passes —  two 
for touchdowns —  including a 
quick slant from backup Elijah 
Rueda to Jalen Smalls for a 38-
yard score in the fourth quar-
ter. Brooklyn Tech’s defense 
also showed off its rock-solid 
skills, allowing the Knights 
just 122 total yards for the af-
ternoon with three sacks and 
three turnovers. 

“Our defense played really 
well,” Engineers coach Kyle 
McKenna said. “Kennedy did 
a lot of things different on of-
fense since the last time we 

played, but I was confi dent that 
we were going to get it done.”

The win helped the Engi-
neers move up in the Public 
School Athletic League cham-
pionships, but the players saw 
the victory as a way of evening 
the scales. 

“During the hurricane we 
just looked at the schedule, saw 
who we were playing and we 
got excited,” Gales said. “The 
game that we lost was heart-
breaking so we had to get this 
win.” 

High school football fans ex-
pected the Engineers to be one 
of the league’s best teams when 
the season began, but a 0–2 
start removed the team from 
discussions about top-tier foot-
ball programs that included 
Tottenville, Erasmus Hall, and 
Lincoln. 

But the Engineers believe 
Satuday’s victory proves that 
Brooklyn Tech should still be 
considered a threat.

“Not only do we get our fi rst 
playoff win, but it was against 
a team we narrowly lost to,” 
Gales said. “It’s defi nitely grat-
ifying.”

said Lincoln High School 
athletic director Renan 
Ebeid. “Over by the oppos-
ing team’s sidelines, it’s just 
lined with grooves.”

Despite all setbacks 
the school and students 
have faced over the previ-
ous week, the entire team 
showed up for the fi rst post-
Hurricane Sandy practice, 
coach Shawn O’Connor 
said.

“As the storm was hit-
ting us, I had kids call-
ing, texting and e-mailing 
me about when we would 
be able to practice again,” 
O’Connor said. “It’s what we 
all needed to get our mind’s 
off of what happened.”

The team spent the ma-
jority of the practice clean-
ing out the fl ooded locker 
room, trying to fi nd equip-
ment that was still usable. 
Lafayette, Grady, and Fort 
Hamilton high schools all 
donated gear so the Railsplit-
ters could play — and raise 
their classmates’ spirits.

“It’s just really nice to 
have an escape and see a 
football game,” Lincoln prin-
cipal Ari Hoogenboom said. 

Continued from page 51 

LincolnTech beats Kennedy Knights, 36–0

OH YEAH!: Gray Abraxas and Deon Mash jump for joy after Brooklyn Tech beat Kennedy 
36–0. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta
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BAYSIDE VOLKSWAGEN

ALL OFFERS: ALL FEES PAID FOR BY CONSUMER. SUBJECT TO VEHICLE AVAILABILITY. PLUS TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND DEALER FEES. LESSEES RESPONSIBLE FOR FEES ASSOCIATED WITH EXCESS MILEAGE/WEAR/TEAR AT LEASE END. SPECIAL 
OFFERS MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER/DISCOUNT AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE/TERMINATION WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. SEE DEALER FOR FULL DETAILS. EXPIRES 11/30/12.

(866) 483-8441208-12 NORTHERN BLVD. 
BAYSIDE,  NY  11361  
BAYSIDEVW.COM

2013 CC Sport

2013 CC Sport
2013 Passat S

2012 Beetle 2.5L2013 Jetta S

MSRP: $33,000 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

12k miles/year, Stk # 106469 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $13,079, Residual: $16,617.

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

$319*

$15,9992010 CC SPORT: Stk# U9562. 
Auto, leather seats, power seats, windows, locks, 
alloy wheels, bluetooth, abs. $1,999 down.

$11,9992009 VW PASSAT KOMFORT: 
STK# U9561. Auto, leather seats, power seats, 
windows, locks, alloy wheels, abs.  $1,999 down.

*

*

$10,999
2009 VW JETTA: Stk# U9514L. 
Auto, leather seats, power sunroof, power seats, 
locks, window, bluetooth, ABS. $1,999 down.

*

2010 VW TIGUAN 4MOTION: 
STK# U93911T. Auto, AWD, abs, bluetooth, 
power windows, locks am/fm cd. $1,999 down. $17,999*

MSRP: $17,740 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

12k miles/year, Stk # 106467 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $7,749, Residual: $9,609. 

2013 Jetta S

$189
PER  MONTH

LEASE FOR

Requires dealer contribution of $1,016.80, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

*

2013 Beetle 2.5L

MSRP: $21,665 
42 month lease term. Automatic. 

12k miles/year, Stk # 106470 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $11,439, Residual: $11,262. 

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

*$279

Requires dealer contribution of $316.80, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction. 

*

2013 Passat S

MSRP: $21,640 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

12k miles/year, Stk # 106468 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $8,979, Residual: $12,932. 

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

*$219* *

Requires dealer contribution of $2,712.87, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

Requires dealer contribution of $3,520, 
 which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

PLUS CHECKOUT OUR CERTIFIED USED CARS!

VIEW OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY ONLINE: 
BAYSIDEVW.COM
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Hurricane Sandy 

brought everyone in the 
borough together — and 
that includes business ri-
vals. 

When the proprietors 
of Greenlight Bookstore 
in Fort Greene found out 
that  the storm fl ooded 
nearby powerHouse Books 
in DUMBO , ruining mer-
chandise and shop infra-
structure, they sprung 
into action.

“When I heard about 
their news I reached out to 
see if there was anything 
we could do to help,” said 
Greenlight owner Rebecca 
Fitting, who lent the inun-
dated shop — which is a 
competitor in Brooklyn’s 
tight literary market — 
enough electronics to get 
the storm-damaged reg-
ister system back up and 
running.

Fitting said her Fulton 
Street bookstore wasn’t 
using the loaned equip-
ment — which includes 
a credit card swiper, a 
bar code scanner, and 
a receipt printer from 
Greenlight’s kiosk at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Mu-
sic — but she claims she 
would have handed over 
the goods either way.

“If we watched our 
business, that we built 
from scratch, get beat up 
like that, I would hope 
someone would do the 

same for us,” she said. 
“Bookstores work best 
when they’re friends, not 
competitors.”

And it was not the only 
good deeds the small store 
has done in the wake of 
the storm. 

After a week of boom-
ing business after the 
hurricane, Fitting and 
co-owner Jessica Stock-
ton-Bagnulo donated 10 
percent of sales — $4,000 
— to two funds address-
ing the recovery in 
Brooklyn: Occupy Sandy 
and the Brooklyn Recov-
ery Fund.

The folks behind pow-
erHouse, which sustained 
tens of thousands of dol-
lars of damage after 28 
inches of fl oodwater 
ripped through the store, 
said that the equipment 
donations were integral 
to their speedy reopening 
last Saturday. 

“It saved us a lot of time 
and made it so we could 
continue to conduct inven-
tory,” said powerHouse 
owner Daniel Power.

The owners of Green-
light said they believe it’s 
important to help local 
businesses in addition to 
giving support to individ-
uals hit by the storm. 

“Small businesses are 
owned by people,” Fit-
ting said. “Helping small 
businesses helps those 
people.”

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
The chalupas and tama-

les are on us!
Red Hook’s beloved food 

vendors were back on their 
home turf dishing out more 
than 1,000 complimentary 
hot meals on Saturday 
to residents in one of the 
neighborhoods hardest hit 
by Hurricane Sandy — and 
hungry Hookers lined up to 
get their free fi ll. 

“It means a whole lot 
to come out and get a hot 
meal,” Blee George, who has 
been without heat and power 
since the storm, said as she 
took a bite of a chicken pu-
pusa, a traditional Salvador-
ian dish from the renowned 
Solber Pupusas truck. “It’s a 
blessing.”

And one that took an on-
line community of neigh-
bors helping neighbors to 
make happen.

Ten Red Hook food 
trucks were able to raise 
more than $5,000 through 
an online campaign so 
they could feed the storm-
ravaged residents. 

Cesar Fuentes, the 
founder of the Red Hook 
Food Vendors organiza-
tion, said that donations 
ranging from $5 to $500 
rolled in from do-gooders 

all over the country — and 
the globe. 

“Every $5 feeds a per-
son,” he said. “It’s amazing 
that we were able to pro-
vide this food, which actu-
ally comes from the many 
people who cared.”

Residents whose lives 
were uprooted by Hurri-
cane Sandy had their spir-
its lifted as they indulged in 
a warm, truck-cooked meal 
from one of the vendors sta-

tioned at the Red Hook ball 
fi elds on Bay Street. 

“It’s encouraging to see 
the community helping 
out,” said Monsey Rodri-
guez, who was displaced 
after the storm-surge inun-
dated her Van Brunt Street 
home. “I’m grateful that 
I’m still alive and for all 
the help that everybody has 
been giving us.” 

Fuentes added that he 
even delivered dozens of 

trays to several commu-
nity drop-off centers like 
the Red Hook Initiative and 
Calvary Baptist Church to 
ensure that residents who 
hadn’t got word of the free 
food wouldn’t go hungry. 

“We just wanted to make 
sure that all the food we 
brought was just distrib-
uted and enjoyed at some-
one’s house or apartment 
that has no light,” said Fu-
entes. 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
These Greeks are bear-

ing gifts no one could be 
wary of.

The Mitilineos family — 
the family behind Hellenic 
Third Avenue hot spot Some-
thing Greek in Bay Ridge 
— has been trucking tasty 
Mediterranean treats across 
the Narrows to Hurricane 
Sandy-ravaged Staten Island 
ever since the storm hit. 

Katerina Mitilineos said 
the idea to lend a hand — or 
a plate — to the recovery ef-
fort came from her mother, 
Pauline, upon witnessing 
the extent of the devasta-
tion that befell the neigh-

boring borough.
“A lot of people are hurt 

and we’re trying to help,” 
said Mitilineos, who lives 
on the Rock in mostly un-
scathed Bay Terrace with 
her mother and four broth-
ers. “We’ve seen how bad it 
is. Staten Island was prob-
ably  hardest hit, and no-
body’s gone down there, 
not the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, not 
the Red Cross, and people 
there are hungry and cold.”

But in spite of the de-
struction of homes and 
lives, the atmosphere at 
cleanups where Something 
Greek has visited — includ-

ing a recent one in New 
Dorp Beach sponsored by 
Assemblywoman Nicole 
Malliotakis (R–Bay Ridge) 
— have been surprisingly 
hopeful and upbeat.

“They’re so friendly 
down there. You’d think 
they’d be in shock, but peo-
ple are laughing,” Mitilin-
eos said. “They’re all com-
ing together.” 

Mitilineos knows from 
personal experience how 
cooking can bring comfort 
in diffi cult times: she says 
her family opened Some-
thing Greek near 76th 
Street in 2010 after her fa-
ther passed away.

Red Hook Vendors gather to give out warm meals 

Hard-hit Red Hook residents (from left) Natalie Wilson, Monsey Rodriguez, Amalia Cordoba, and Caro-
lyn Fortune were grateful to indulge in a complimentary warm meal from the Red Hook Food Vendors.
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Something Greek does something good

Feeding Sandy victims

Cooperative lit
Books like these at powerHouse in DUMBO got soaked. 
 Community Newspaper Group / Eli Rosenberg

Bookstore helps its rival after 
Sandy damages shop and novels

Tommy Mitilineos of Something 
Greek in Bay Ridge has been 
bringing food to Hurricane 
Sandy victims on Staten Island 
for weeks. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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New Construction, 
Remodeling, fix any 
hurricane damages, 

concrete and masonry work.
Satisfaction guaranteed.

Savion Construction Inc,

718-541-8363

Licensed general 
conmtractors

Bonded and fully insured

Goldstone General Construction

Residential, Commercial, Industrial
Emergency Service 24/7

FREE 
Estimate 

& Inspection

Goldstone
General
Construction
Corp.

LIC#1161381

Everything for Your Heating Season!

718-625-7924 (fax) - 718-232-9405 (fax)
718-875-2089 - 718-837-3077

Two Convenient Brooklyn Locations!
284 4TH Ave. 8015 New Utrecht Ave.

WWW.4THAVEBURNER.COM

Serving the 

community for over 

30 years!

3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy.
Brooklyn, NY
(10 blocks West of Coney Island Ave.)

COMPLETE  
RUBBISH REMOVAL

FLOOD DEBRIS REMOVAL  
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL  

CLEAN-UP ANYTHING & EVERYTHING
 

 

 917-560-6569

A & C
Home Remodeling 

& Repairs

718–986–4035
Call 

STORM DAMAGE? 
Lic. #0927159

FREE Estimates 
Lic. & Bonded

Home & Automotive Repair 
Resource Guide

Home & Automotive Repair 
Resource Guide
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STATEN ISLAND SHOWROOM
1207 HYLAN BLVD.
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BROOKLYN FACTORY & SHOWROOM LOCATION
2200 McDONALD AVE. 
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OPEN 7 DAYS • LATE THURS. TILL 8PM • SUN. 10AM-3PM OPEN 7 DAYS • LATE THURS. TILL 7:30PM

Take The Fiberama Challenge...

WAS YOUR 
HOME DAMAGED 
IN THE STORM?
WE CAN HELP...

Bring In Your Strongest Family Member To Hit 
Our Zorox™  With A Hammer As Hard 
As They Can! If They Break It, You Get A

FREE AWNING!

MODEL DE-70  
STANDARD SIZE ONLY

GREATER NORTHEASTERN
INSULATED

STEEL ENTRY 
DOORS

HOME GUARD STEEL
SECURITY
DOORS

$56900����

INSTALLED

$59900����

INSTALLED

WOOD LOOK AND FIBERGLASS
ADDITIONAL. STEEL FRAME GOES 

INTO EXISTING WOOD FRAME

DOOR INCLUDES:
WOOD JAM • LOCKS • PRIMED      

MAGNETIC WEATHER STRIP
NEW ALUMINUM SADDLE

DOOR INCLUDES:
LOCKS • STEEL FRAME 

TEMPERED GLASS & TOP SCREEN

CUSTOM
SIZES

AVAILABLE

Hundreds of Styles to Choose From!

MODEL A-1 IN BLACK
32” X 36” X 80”

OTHER STYLES & COLORS AVAILABLE • ASK ABOUT
OUR COMPLETE LINE OF STORM DOORS

CUSTOM SIZES AVAILABLE

$1000

INSTALLED, CAPPED, MOLDED AND DEBRIS REMOVAL
UP TO 100 U.I.’S - MINIMUM 5 WINDOWS

INTRODUCING 
OUR EXCLUSIVE

SUPREMACY
WINDOWS

PROTECT YOUR 
FAMILY
FREE
LEAD TEST
ANALYSIS

FEATURING:
• LOW-E-PLUS
• ARGON/KRYPTONGAS
• FOAM FILLED FRAME

ALSO AVAILABLE DISTINCTIVE BAY & BOW WINDOWS

YOU PAY

Less Factory
Buy Back Incentive

�������	
�������
���������
����
����������
�
�������

$28900
Each

$27900
Each

Each

����

����

NO SUBCONTRACTORS... WE USE
OUR OWN FACTORY TRAINED

INSTALLERS!
ALL NEW

 

ARTWORK AWNINGS
AVAILABLE NOW

IN CHOICE OF COLORS

Brass & Chrome Trim Available

NEW 2012 MODELS ON DISPLAY!

• OVER 100 DIFFERENT STYLES, 
   86 COLORS
• EXPERIENCE THE BEAUTY OF 3 
  DIMENSIONAL ARTWORK AWNING 
  SKIRTS!

• CLEAR OR SMOKED UNBREAKABLE ZOROX 
•  ALUMINUM
•  EXCLUSIVE STAINED ARTWORK TRIM 
   AVAILABLE ON ALL CLEAR ZOROX
   AWNINGS

NEW CLEAR PATIO
ZOROX  AWNINGS™

Fiberama
MANUFACTURING COMPANY

WE ALSO MANUFACTURE AND INSTALL:
• CUSTOM SCREEN
   & GLASS ENCLOSURES
• STEEL SECURITY DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS & IRON RAILINGS

Authorized Dealer

Retractable
Awnings

of

����������

A
Rating
from BBB

+����������
55
�����

10 YEAR
WARRANTY

On All Our
AMERICAN MADE

PRODUCTS

�����

������
�	

���"�����

FREE INSURANCE ESTIMATES & CLEAN-UP SERVICE
WE REPAIR OTHER COMPANIES DAMAGED AWNINGS!
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Surf Avenue won’t re-

main a washed-up disaster 
zone for long — not if Al-
berto Rodriguez has any-
thing to say about it.

The display builder 
from Surf Avenue’s Je 
T’aime Flower Studio and 
his trusty crew of furni-
ture movers and demolition 
workers have taken it upon 
themselves to clean out 
water-damaged businesses 
along the amusement dis-
trict’s main drag — free of 
cost.

“For me, the best part is 
to see people’s faces and the 
end of the day — to see peo-
ple happy,” Rodriguez said.

Rodriguez had been 
creating intricate sets for 
Je T’aime fl ower arrange-
ments for two months when 
Hurricane Sandy hit the 
People’s Playground. The 
day after the storm of the 
century passed, Rodriguez 
showed up at the fl orist shop 
and was astounded at what 
he saw: water had destroyed 
most of the store’s interior, 

and looters had come and 
picked off his tools. 

Rodriguez quickly en-
listed his brother and neph-
ews to help him clean up 
the mess — but quickly re-
alized Je T’aime wasn’t the 
only business in desperate 
need of help.

“People in the neighbor-
hood started asking, ‘Hey, 

can you help us out too?’ 
And I said, ‘Yeah, sure.’ ” 
Rodriguez remembered. 
“We’re all one family here, 
one community.”

In the next few days, 
Rodriguez and his eight-
man team — which now in-
cluded several Coney Island 
residents — hauled satu-
rated mattresses and water-

stained shelves out of Lago 
Furniture, as well as Home 
Decor down the block from 
Je T’aime. They also gutted 
the interior of the children’s 
party space Chill. 

“We cleaned out Lago 
Furniture in seven hours, 
the girl there almost started 
crying,” said Rodriguez.

Word quickly spread and 
Rodriguez took on more and 
more jobs — going as far as 
Gambrinus Restaurant at 
the corner of Ocean Park-
way and Brighton Beach 
Avenue to clean out of the 
basement and repair the 
eatery’s damaged plumbing 
and electrical work. 

Despite the back-break-
ing work, Rodriguez was 
buoyed by the fact that he 
was helping neighborhood 
businesses dig out the hole 
Sandy left them in. 

“This is a disaster. We’re 
not looking for money, we 
need to get the neighbor-
hood back together,” said 
Rodriguez. “Sandy didn’t 
bring us down. We’re going 
to come back.”

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The Green Bus was 

tailor-made for Hurri-
cane Sandy — and the fuel 
strapped borough it left in 
its wake. 

With residents pining 
for a drop of petrol, Char-
lie Gonzalez’s “mobile 
center for conscious liv-
ing” — with its converted 
engine that can run on 
both diesel gas and cook-
ing oil — became the best 
way to get Sandy relief vol-
unteers around the city. 

“With the gas shortage, 
nobody could get around,” 
he said. “But the Green 
Bus runs off discarded 
cooking oil, and there’s 
so much of it, it’s ridicu-
lous.”

Gonzalez partnered 
with the House of Yes, 
a performance space in 
Bushwick. In the fi rst 
week after the hurricane, 
he picked up a bus load of 
volunteers and took them 
to the hardest hit areas. 

Since then, he’s run a vol-
unteer tour that leaves 
from the House of Yes ev-
ery Friday. 

“I’ve got other things 
going on full-time, so I 
have to balance,” said 
Gonzalez. “But I want to 
take volunteers out as of-
ten as possible.”

So far, Gonzalez has 
led cleanups in Red Hook, 
Coney Island, the Rock-
aways, and Staten Island.

He claims he never 
thought he would use the 
Green Bus for relief runs 
when he purchased it 
three years ago with the 
intention of running tours 
to music festivals and re-
treats — but he admits it’s 
not a big leap from its ini-
tial purpose. 

“It’s meant to be a 
bridge to create sustain-
able infrastructures,” 
said Gonzalez, who lives 
in Williamsburg. “We’ve 
lost our ability to interact 
with others.”

Contractor Alberto Rodriguez assembled friends, family, and local 
residents to help Surf Avenue businesses clean out the damaged 
buildings. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

(From left) Anne Welling, Charlie Gonzalez, his dog Jefe, and 
Kae Burke take the Green Bus to help cleanup operations 
around New York City. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Tusi Sesera helps push wayward sand dunes off the iconic Coney Island Boardwalk.  Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Get on the magic, 
eco-friendly bus! Boardwalk sweeper

Construction crew fi ghts to bring 
Coney Island businesses back

Gas rare, so green machine chips in 

The source for news in your neighborhood:
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
A group of volunteers 

has collected something old, 
something new, something 
borrowed, and something 
blue for Hurricane Sandy 
victims — by setting up an 
online wedding registry.

Three “Occupy Sandy” 
operatives working out of 
a Clinton Hill church have 
amassed 25,000 items worth 
more than $650,000, and 
are distributing them in 
the Sandy-ravaged Rock-
aways and Coney Island — 
all thanks to an online hub 
they set up as an  Amazon 
wedding registry  on Nov. 3.

“We kind of tapped into 
this well of human empathy 
all over the country,” said 
John Heggestuen, 25, who 
moved to Crown Heights 
from Minneapolis three 
days before Hurricane 
Sandy hit.

Heggestuen, Alex Nor-
denson, and Katherine 
Dolan hatched Occupy San-
dy’s  soon-to-be-famous   wed-
ding registry  and almost 
immediately began accept-
ing deliveries to the church’s 
basement.  

By the fi rst few days of 
the next week, it was clear 
they were going to need 
some more space.

“I think it was when the 
four UPS trucks pulled up 
at the same time,” said Rev. 
Chris Ballard of the Church 
of St. Luke and St. Matthew 
on where the wears were be-
ing stored.

The delivery trucks are 
routinely showing up full, 
fi ve a day.

On a recent visit, church’s 
pews had been transformed 
into supermarket aisles of 
vital gear — batteries, blan-

kets, diapers, toothpaste — 
all organized by type.

“Within two days we had 
such a response it just ex-
panded,” said Rev. Michael 
Sniffen, the church’s rector. 
“It was fi ve pews, then 10 
pews, then 20. And then the 
entire church!”

Stocks are dished out to 
Occupy coordinators and 
volunteers in affected areas 
in the Rockaways, Coney Is-
land and Red Hook, where a 
ground team has been track-
ing resident-specifi c needs.

And as more things be-
come needed, the registry is 
updated.

To help out, the United 
Parcel Service had donated 
the services of its trucks and 
drivers to haul loads out to 
the the Rockaways last week-
end, Heggestuen said.

The church’s leaders 
said they were happy to 
have their house of god 
stuffed to the brim with 
volunteers and relief items, 
but the pews must be clear 
on Sundays.

“This is our worship,” 
said Ballard. “There was no 
hesitation on our part. The 
volunteers here are really 
amazing and have been re-
ally accommodating.”

To purchase goods 

for the group’s relief ef-
forts, visit www.ama-
z o n . c o m/g p/r e g i s t r y/
wedding/32TAA123PJR42/
ref=cm_wed_vv_page_2?i
e=UTF8&page=2&sort=st
atus. 

Or, volunteer at the 
Church of St. Luke and St. 
Matthew [520 Clinton Ave. 
between Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill (718) 638–0686, www.
interoccupy.net].

Occupy’s ‘wedding registry’ fl oods church with supplies

Registering for victims

(Clockwise from top left) Volunteers for Occupy Sandy move relief 
supplies — purchased by do-gooders all over the world through an 
Amazon.com wedding registry — into the Church of St. Luke and St. 
Matthew in Clinton Hill. Laurent Gabriel of Brownsville organizes 
supplies. The group transformed the church into a hub for sup-
plies for hurricane victims — but they had to clear the pews before 
Sunday. Nicolette Carothers of Manhattan organizes supplies. 
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham
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Insurers will be dealing 
with a crush of claims in 
the aftermath of Hurricane 
Sandy, which infl icted bil-
lions of dollars in damages. 
Once homeowners can as-
sess the extent of their 
personal losses, many will 
have to brace for another 
ordeal: navigating the in-
surance claims process.

Preparation and plan-
ning well before a storm ar-
rives can help homeowners 
avoid potential pitfalls. But 
how they handle the details 
when it comes time to fi le 
can help ensure receiving 
an adequate payout. Here 
are fi ve tips to weather the 
claims process:

Understand the scope 

of your coverage

Knowing what your in-
surance policy covers and 
what it doesn’t is essen-
tial to getting through the 
claims process quicker.

You don’t want to have to 
rely only on what claims ad-
justers tell you, especially 
as they go through the 
process of evaluating how 
much of a payout you’re go-
ing to get.

When it comes to hur-
ricanes and other major 
weather-related damage, 
it’s important to remember 
that standard homeowners’ 
insurance does not cover 
fl ood damage. And if you 
haven’t purchased that sep-
arately, you will not be able 
to get reimbursed for dam-

ages caused by fl ooding.
Flood damage is defi ned 

as water rising from the 
ground up, unlike, say, if 
you have a hole in your roof 
and rain is spilling in.

In addition, New York, 
New Jersey, Rhode Island, 
and 15 other states let in-
surers include deductibles 
in their homeowners’ in-
surance policies in the 
event of a hurricane. 

Such deductibles vary 
from one to fi ve percent of 
the insured value of the 
home. But each state makes 
its own determination on 

whether a storm will trig-
ger those deductibles, so 
check with your state de-
partment of insurance to 
see if that will be a factor in 
your coverage. You can fi nd 
links to New York’s insur-
ance department at www.
naic.org/state_web_map.
htm.

Note damage and 

make short-term repairs

After the storm, once 
it’s safe to move about, it’s 
important to take photos 
of the damage right away. 
Comparing these photos to 
the ones taken before the 

storm can be used to estab-
lish the value of items that 
are damaged or destroyed.

If holes have been torn 
in your roof or windows are 
broken, cover them quickly 
to prevent further damage, 
but don’t make any perma-
nent repairs. Take photos 
or video of the damage be-
fore you start working.

And don’t throw out 
damaged furniture or other 
expensive items until an ad-
juster has seen them.

Contact your insurer 

right away 
Call your insurer 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Make that one for my 

baby, and one for the hurri-
cane victims!

The Brooklyn Tap House 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant is of-
fering its customers a post-
Sandy special that’s bound 
to make beer lovers who 
want to make a difference 
buy a round for the house: 
for every beer sold, the 
owner will donate $1 to the 
Red Cross. 

“The other manager and 
myself wanted to help, but 
we are here all the time, 
so we started thinking 
about how we could help 
from where we are,” said 
Brooklyn Tap House man-
ager Stephanie Sabelli. “It 
turned out that the owners 
felt the same way.”

The bar started collect-
ing donations three days 
after the storm, and have so 
far raised more than $2,500, 

turning brew-lovers into 
philanthropists in the pro-
cess. 

“People come in here re-
ally excited,” said Sabelli. 
“And when the transpor-
tation was down and they 
couldn’t go anywhere, they 
were more than happy to 
come in and help out.”

But you don’t have to be 
a drinker to get in on the 
giving.

The Tap House also has 

an ongoing food drive, and 
has collected hundreds of 
cans of food and delivered 
them to donation centers 
across the borough. 

“It’s great to see people 
being so generous,” Sabelli 
said.

Brooklyn Tap House 
[590 Myrtle Ave. between 
Taaffe Place and Classon 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (917) 202–1801, www.
brooklyntaphouse.com]. 

quickly and get the claims 
process rolling, regardless 
of how much damage your 
home has sustained.

You can contact your in-
surance agent for informa-
tion on how to fi le a claim. 
Or, if the agent can’t be 
reached, contact the com-
pany directly via the Inter-
net or phone.

Even if you’ve been 
evacuated and have yet to 
return to your home, but 
it’s in an area that may be 
fl ooded or known to have 
been damaged in the storm, 
call your insurer and tell 
them, says Jeanne Salva-
tore, a spokeswoman for 
the Insurance Information 
Institute.

Doing so can help estab-
lish that you have to spend 
time in a hotel, something 
you may be able to get reim-
bursed for later.

Also, note the name and 
number of everyone you 
speak with during the claims 
process. That can help clear 
up any confusion that may 
arise along the way.

Be prepared to negoti-

ate

Once insurance adjust-
ers look over the damage, 
they will determine the 
size of your payout.

But if that fi gure seems 
too low, there are ways to 
voice your disagreement 
and try to work out a better 
settlement.

You’ll want to ask the 
adjuster to show you the 
contract language and jus-
tify the proposed amount.

If you’re still dissatis-
fied, get a second or even 
third opinion on the cost 
of repairs from indepen-
dent contractors. 

You can use that to ar-

gue for a bigger payout.
Ideally, you can work it 

out with the adjuster, but 
if not, you can try to make 
your case with someone at 
the company’s regional or 
national offi ce.

“You need to be ready for 
a fi ght and be tough work-
ing with your insurance 
agent,” says Jeff Blyskal, 
senior editor at Consumer 
Reports.

Another option to help 
bolster your case for a bet-
ter settlement is to hire a 
public insurance adjuster. 
They are experts on the in-
surance claims process and 
can assess the damage to 
a home and help build the 
case on behalf of the hom-
eowner.

The insurance industry 
argues that public adjust-
ers charge homeowners for 
services that homeowners 
can do themselves. Public 
adjusters typically charge 
10 percent of the settlement 
amount.

Credited adjusters can 
be found at the National As-
sociation of Public Insur-
ance Adjusters’ website, 
www.napia.com.

Watch out for scam 

artists

Many homeowners want 
to immediately get started 
on repairing the damage 
to their properties. This 
makes them targets by un-
scrupulous contractors 
looking to overcharge for 
repairs.

“Con artists will de-
mand large cash deposits, 
or push you to sign a con-
tract that might not be in 
your best interest,” Salva-
tore says. “Don’t be rushed 
into anything.” 
 — Associated Press

Tips on fi ling home insurance claims after a disaster

Every beer you buy at the Brooklyn Tap House results in a one dollar 
donation to the Red Cross.  Photo by Bess Adler

Tap House donates funds from beer sales

After Hurricane Sandy

Richie Bennick of Gerritsen Beach says he “lost everything” in Hurricane Sandy. When this paper 
asked him for his cellphone number, he replied with tears in his eyes, “I lost that, too.” 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY JOE ANUTA
The relief effort orga-

nized by the government 
is carried out by a vast 
network of organizations 
where well-intentioned 
neighborhood groups often 
prove hard to incorporate 
and sometimes hamper re-
lief efforts.

Disaster relief is a com-
plicated beast, according to 
John Berglund, who man-
ages disaster relief efforts 
for The Salvation Army in 
New York and has experi-
ence running operations 
all over the world.

“Every disaster is dif-
ferent. They are extremely 
organic, which is part of 
the challenge,” he said.

In New York City, the 
mayor’s offi ce and the city 
Offi ce of Emergency Man-
agement take a lead role on 
how federal aid is used.

In addition, local offi -
cials have been helping di-
rect where aid is needed, 

while the American Red 
Cross and The Salvation 
Army work closely with 
all levels of government, 
including the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency.

But the two nonprofi ts 
also have another network 
to draw from.

They currently preside 
over a coalition known as 
the New York City Volun-
teer Organizations Active 
in Disaster, which is com-
prised of organizations 
with special skills.

For instance, when a 
shelter in Manhattan’s Chi-
natown was in need of food, 
Berglund called on the 
Taiwan Buddhist Tsu Chi 
Foundation, whose regional 
headquarters is in Flush-
ing, to deliver hot meals, 
one of its specialities.

Conversely, they can 
call on the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, which 
specializes in warehous-

ing and storage.
But one aspect of relief 

that can never be properly 
planned for is the grass-
roots efforts of other resi-
dents.

Some groups will collect 
clothing or food and either 
try to distribute it to af-
fected residents themselves 
or will drop it off at a sort-
ing center, which can some-
times put an extra burden 
on volunteer workers, es-
pecially if the items are not 
needed.

“In some ways, they 
are actually hurting the 
process, and in some cases 
they could even be delaying 
the delivery of aid,” said 
Berglund.

He is aware that most 
of the donations are well-
intentioned, but he would 
rather have donors give 
cash to fund the organized 
effort.

But elected offi cials like 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 

(R–Ozone Park) blasted the 
Red Cross for its slow re-
sponse to his district.

And state Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder (D–Ozone 
Park) and U.S. Rep. Greg-
ory Meeks (D–Jamaica) 
complained that the city 
was not well organized in 
delivering resources to the 
coastal neighborhood.

In some cases, outside 
groups are forming  effec-
tive chains of their own 
to pick up the perceived 
government slack. Occupy 
Wall Street has set up a dis-
tribution system of its own, 
called Occupy Sandy, using 
a network  of social media 
and a vast organizing prow-
ess to deliver aid to areas 
where the city, state and 
FEMA have been slow to 
respond. 

Reach reporter Joe Anuta 
by e-mail at januta@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY STEVE MOSCO
The hardship rises when the 

sun goes down in Far Rockaway.
“It gets cold, real cold,” said 

Latesha Williams, as she dug 
through rows of donated winter 
coats in the parking lot of the 
Thrift Way strip mall, at 20–52 
Mott Ave. “The fl oor feels like 
ice when the heat’s not working. 
It gets so cold it’s all you think 
about.”

Williams’ house in the seaside 
community was one of many still 
without power Saturday, when 
hundreds of residents lined up 
to browse through all sorts of 
donated items as young and en-
ergetic volunteers guided them 
through a maze of wares. Power-
less in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Sandy, residents fi lled bags with 
paper towels, cleaning products, 
bathroom items, baby products, 
canned goods, children’s toys and 
clothes.

 The event was organized by 
Reshma Saujani, the deputy ad-
vocate for Special Initiatives at 
the city public advocate offi ce and 
executive director of the Fund for 
Public Advocacy, in conjunction 

with We Care NYC, a city agency 
that helps people on public assis-
tance. Donations came from New 
York Tech Meetup, I Love My 
LIFE, Flavorpill, Pencils of Prom-
ise and other nonprofi t organiza-
tions, small businesses and advo-
cates in the city. 

“We’ve been spending a lot of 
time here in Far Rockaway check-
ing on residents,” said Saujani, 
who handed out sandwiches with 
singer John Legend. “It’s been 
close to two weeks since a lot of 
these people had power — all that 
time with no heat and no hot food 
— so we are here to give them 
what they need.”

Aside from volunteer-donated 
 household items and clothes, food 
trucks provided hot meals to the 
storm-weary residents. City Coun-
cilman James Sanders (D–Laurel-
ton), along with U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D–Jamaica) and Council-
men Ruben Wills (D–Jamaica) 
and Leroy Comrie (D–St. Albans), 
listened to the plight of the people 
while dishing donated food.

“Far Rockaway caught hell in 
the hurricane, but what we gained 
from this is a new appreciation 

for being alive,” said Sanders. 
“And we are seeing the American 
people pouring their hearts out to 
our community.”

Those visiting the community 
also expressed concern for busi-
ness in Far Rockaway, with Jack 

Friedman, executive director of 
the Queens Borough Chamber of 
Commerce, advocating for busi-
ness improvement following the 
storm. 

“Some businesses may never 
reopen following the storm and 

we might have to think about 
starting over and supporting the 
future of the neighborhood,” he 
said. “We want this to be a viable 
area for business.”

Sandy’s sting is seen through-
out the Far Rockaway neighbor-
hood in shuttered businesses 
and debris-cluttered sidewalks. 
Streetlights on Mott Avenue 
remained dark as drivers cau-
tiously navigated busy intersec-
tions manned by dedicated police 
offi cers.

But despite the daily chal-
lenges they have grown accus-
tomed to dealing with, residents 
embraced the opportunity to 
stock up on supplies, fi ll their 
bellies with grub and dance with 
their neighbors in defi ance of 
Sandy’s shadow.

“This is the best I’ve felt since 
the storm,” said Devon Ridgley, 
who went from resident in need to 
impromptu volunteer. “It’s good 
to see so many smiling faces un-
der a bright sun and blue sky.”

Reach reporter Steve Mosco by 
e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4546.

A New York Cares volunteer drops off water to a table manned 
by a member of the National Guard outside the Hammel Houses.  

Photo by Christina Santucci

Far Rockaway residents fi nd help and hope after storm

Singer John Legend (second from l.) hands out sandwiches with City Councilman 
James Sanders and the Queens Borough Chamber of Commerce executive director in 
Far Rockaway.  Photo by Steve Mosco

Pulling together disaster relief poses challenge
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