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BROOKLYN TO THE RESCUE: (Clockwise from far left) Tommy Mitilineos of 
Something Greek in Bay Ridge opens a bag of pita treats for victims of Hurricane 
Sandy on Staten Island. Ben Latham gives out free soup and grilled cheese sand-
wiches. Volunteers for Occupy Sandy transforms the Church of St. Luke and St. 
Matthew in Clinton Hill into a supply hub for hurricane victims.

Brooklynites show what it means to give in Sandy’s aftermath

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Disasters have historically 

united close-knit communities 
more than they have destroyed 
them, and the storm of the cen-
tury proved no match for the re-
solve, neighborliness, and charity 
of New Yorkers — even in these 
immensely challenging economic 
times.

Hurricane Sandy annihilated 
large swaths of Brooklyn with crip-
pling storm surges and whopping 
wind gusts that claimed the lives of  
seven boroughites — yielded prop-
erty damage in the millions, and 
left thousands of people homeless. 

Tens of thousands more were 
incapacitated by widespread 
power outages that have yet to be 

restored fully in some areas.
Sandy battered coastal dis-

tricts and inlands in the borough 
beyond recognition, including Co-
ney Island, Brighton Beach, Man-
hattan Beach, Gerritsen Beach, 
Sheepshead Bay, DUMBO, and 
Red Hook.

Many residents ignored the 
mayor’s order to evacuate as the 
super storm roared up the Atlan-
tic, but a number regretted their 
decision after the hurricane left 
behind a path of devastation.

The fallout was as excruciat-
ing.

A Brooklyn couple walking 
their dog was crushed by a keel-
ing hardwood.  Uprooted students 
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Saturday Night Dance Parties!

Private and Group Lessons!

159 20th Street
Brooklyn, NY
(718) 637-3216

3009 Avenue J
Brooklyn, NY

(718) 253-0939

$10 OFF with ad when you register for 
new cycle of Group/Private Lessons

www.dancefeverstudios.com

Salsa
Tango
Hustle

Ballroom
Latin
Teacher Training!

N E I G H B O R S  H E L P I N G  N E I G H B O R S

Continued from page 1 

Sandy
were sent to other schools. 
Voters were dispersed to 
new polling sites. Cars lined 
up for gasoline in numbers 
not seen since the oil crisis 
of the 1970s.

Yet the most alarming 
question left in Sandy’s mer-
ciless wake was, “What hap-
pens now?”

Brooklynites — an in-
spiring subspecies with a 
well-documented reputation 
for conquering cataclysmic 
events — responded with 
expected alacrity and atten-
tion to civic duty.

Men, women, and chil-
dren — the ones we see ev-
ery day walking along our 
streets, shopping in our 
stores, and seated next to us 
on the bus or train — chan-
neled their own losses and 
despair into assistance and 
support for others. 

The juggernaut of their 
grassroots action pierced 
through the darkness like 
a life-affi rming ray of sun-
shine, and astounded, 

CLOTHES GALORE: Brooklynites have been so generous that Gerritsen Beach volunteer Carol McDonald doesn’t know where to put all of the clothing that’s been collected 
at the Blue Star Mother’s Hall on Seba Avenue.
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humbled, and indebted us 
here at Community News-
paper Group while we pre-
pared this special section of 
“Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors” during one of the 
worst crises ever to hit these 
parts.

The desire of the bor-
oughs’ residents to reach out 
and help was as indiscrimi-
nately passionate as Sandy’s 
chaotic path — from civic 
groups like the Madison-
Marine-Homecrest Civic 
Association organizing a 
Thanksgiving food drive, 
and Lifebooker donating 100 
percent of its proceeds to a 
relief fund, to conglomerates 
like our parent company 
News Corporation pledging 
million-dollar donations to 
help ravaged New Yorkers 
regain their footing. 

Spontaneous goodwill 
drives by community groups 
brought relief that the fed-
eral government wasn’t able 
to provide.

Residents comman-
deered trailers to deliver 
supplies to besieged regions 
and conducted fl ashlight 
vigils to bring their neigh-
bors out of the dark.

Donations also poured 
into the offi ces of lawmak-
ers, who fi elded a rush of 
calls from constituents 
wanting to help. 

Civic groups put together 
dozens of carloads of items 
for storm victims, and as 
the pile of goods built up in 
churches and de facto res-
cue centers, the call went 
out for more volunteers to 
distribute the life-saving es-
sentials — one that was an-
swered in droves.

Junior’s Restaurant, air-
line JetBlue, the  Brooklyn 
Flea, and Rolling Orange 
Bikes were among the busi-
nesses that donated portions 
of their proceeds to relief or-
ganizations, while neighbor-
hood groups like the John 
Malone Community Center 
in Bergen Beach collected 
and distributed clothing, 
blankets, cleaning supplies, 
toiletries, food, and water.

Brookdale University 
Hospital and Medical Center 
opened its doors to patients 
vacated from local nursing 
homes.

The Brooklyn chamber 
of commerce also stepped 
in to create helpful resource 
guides with vital informa-
tion and phone numbers for 
Sandy-shattered businesses 

to contact for help with 
emergency loans, disaster 
assistance and insurance 
assessment.

We hope these pages will 
provide our faithful readers 
with a glimpse into the Her-
culean endeavors mounted 
by generous and spirited 
fellow Brooklynites, whose 

efforts to transform trag-
edy into triumph have been 
success stories of the most 
extraordinary kind.

We are also confi dent that 
our reports will make you as 
proud as we are to be part of 
a city that shows the world 
how to come together when 
calamity strikes home.

FEEDING THE SOUL: (Clockwise from top) Yoshi Reynolds of Coney Island collects desperately needed 
food and supplies from community volunteers Alfred DeSimone and Ismael Torres. Anatolian Gyro own-
er Metin Turan serves up hot soup on the house in front of the Blue Star Mother’s Hall. Rachel Schragis 
of Kensington, a volunteer with Occupy Sandy, carries apples bound for an area hit hard by the super 
storm. 
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In both men and women these conditions are caused by, 
or worsened by, the lack of suffi cient testosterone, and 

all are almost always signifi cantly helped or 
eliminated by testosterone replacement. Testosterone has been available 
by prescription for fi fty-seven years. Testosterone replacement is safe and 

effective in both men and women.

Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE
❖ Fatigue?
❖ Anxiety?
❖ Depression?
❖ Type II Diabetes?
❖ Vascular Diseases?
❖ Weight Gain?
❖ Confusion?

❖ Weakness?
❖ Osteoporosis?
❖ Shortness Of Breath?
❖ Lost Interest In Sex?
❖ Lack Of Self-Esteem?
❖ Lack Of Motivation?
❖ Poor Self-Confi dence

❖ Coronary Disease?
❖ Erectile Dysfunction?
❖ Sexual Discomfort?
❖ Lost Sexual Feelings?
❖ Heart Failure?
❖ Menstrual Cramps?

Testosterone defi ciency treatment 
is covered by most insurances.

Get your testosterone level checked!!!

Martin Slavin, MD

718-444-7040

Price Fixed Menu
Includes 

Beverage, Entree & a Treat

GREENHOUSE CAFE LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sun. Nights

Valet Parking

917-379 -9388 Call For Music Schedule

Includes: Appetizer, Entree, Dessert & Coffee
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY

Complete Dinner Menu
                        $2500

p.p. + tax and gratuities

Cappuccino Café
7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn

718-989-8951
Free Delivery

$795

BY CYNTHIA MAGNUS
The Wonder Wheel will 

spin again — in fact, it’s al-
ready spinning.

The world-famous Fer-
ris wheel, which has been 
delighting — and terrify-
ing — beach-goers with its 
stationary and swinging 
cars for more than 93 years, 
had a scare of its own last 
week when its computer 
and motor were damage af-
ter Sandy’s tidal surge. But 
the 200-ton wheel passed its 
fi rst test this week when 
owners got it re-electrifi ed 
and turning, proving that a 
freak storm is no match for 
Coney Island moxie.

“If I had to get the Won-
der Wheel going in two 
weeks, I would do it,” said 
Steve Vourderis, an owner of 
Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park, 
which operates the ride. “It’s 
fully operational.”

A city inspector on site 
after the storm said he did 
not expect to fi nd any struc-
tural damage to the ride, as 
Sandy’s high winds passed 

through without the “sail 
effect” caused by the pas-
senger cars, which had been 
stowed away.

But those cars weren’t as 
lucky.

Vourderis and park 
manager Reggie Pryor 
found them submerged in 
three-and-a-half feet of sea 
water, which necessitated 
a quick cleaning before cor-
rosion set in.

All told, the park, which 
also features a slew of kiddie 
rides, suffered $3-million in 
damages, according to Vour-
deris, who said he lost rides, 
games, and tools and equip-
ment used to keep the rides 
running.

But Vourderis said he 
is confident the park will 
be ready to open come the 
spring, despite the dam-
age.

Wonder of wonders, 
Coney wheel spins again

CLEANED OUT: Wonder Wheel owner Steve Vourderis cleans salt 
water from one of the landmark ride’s cars. The Wonder Wheel will 
be back, but Zoltar (left) may have made his last prediction. 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The cyclone didn’t hurt the Cyclone!
The legendary Coney Island roller 

coaster was covered with some ocean 
muck, but the city-owned ride survived 
Hurricane Sandy’s wrath unscathed, 
according to operator Central Amuse-
ments.

“There wasn’t any significant dam-
age, just a lot of cleanup,” said Chloe 
Gallo, spokeswoman for Central Amuse-
ments, which also runs Coney Island’s 
Luna Park. 

Coney’s thrill-ride faithful feared the 
storm surge destabilized the 85-year-old 
landmark — leaving the ride unusable.

“If the foundations were affected, they 
would have to close it down,” said Coney 
Island historian Jay Singer. 

The ride sits on pilings that once sup-
ported the Giant Racer, which was con-
structed on the Cyclone site at W. 10th Street 
and Surf Avenue in 1910, Singer said.

Yet Luna Park inspectors say the vio-
lent tide Hurricane Sandy brought with 
it when it touched down in Brooklyn had 
no effect on the Cyclone’s foundations 
or hairpin turns that have been famous 
since the ride opened in 1927, 

“The Cyclone didn’t suffer any dam-

age like that,” Gallo said.
The Cyclone  is in the midst of a major 

overhaul  that promises a safer, smoother, 
and less rickety experience — a move 
some ride enthusiasts say will take the 
thrill out of the thrill ride.

The coaster’s last major upgrade came 
in the mid-1970s, when the city saved the 
ride from demolition by buying it from 
it’s previous owner.

Sandy spares the Cyclone

SAFE AND SOUND: The iconic Cyclone roller 
coaster wasn’t affected by Hurricane Sandy, the 
ride’s operator says. 
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Super storm Sandy was 

a recipe for disaster when 
it hit Brooklyn, but one Bay 
Ridge chef has a recipe for 
recovery.

Ever since Hurricane 
Sandy struck, Allison Robi-
celli — the woman behind 
wholesale cupcake super-
star Robicelli’s Bakery in 
Sunset Park and the now-
closed Robicelli’s Gourmet 
Market on Third Avenue — 
has been operating a relief 
center where she deploys 
prepared hot meals to hur-
ricane-rattled residents in 
Southern Brooklyn, Staten 
Island, and the Rockaways.

Robicelli’s operation be-
gan in her apartment, but 
when more local chefs and 
culinary students joined 
her cause, she moved every-
thing to the kitchen at Saint 
Mary’s Orthodox Church on 
81st Street and Ridge Bou-

levard, where she and her 
volunteers prepare pans of 
food ready to be shipped out 
by car to Sandy’s starved 
and homeless victims. 

“I was turning these 
cars into little bodegas on 
wheels and sending them 
out,” said Robicelli. 

The pastry chef’s relief 
efforts began after a friend 
in Sheepshead Bay sent her 
a Facebook message de-
scribing the dire conditions 
in the shore-front neighbor-
hood as well as the lack of 
basic assistance.

“When I found out these 
places had no cops, Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency workers, or the Red 
Cross helping out, and I saw 
fi ve cops at an intersection 
in Manhattan on the TV, 
I was incensed by it,” said 
Robicelli. “Brooklyn’s my 
home, and these people who 
were being so neglected are 

our brothers and sisters.”
Robicelli — who is still 

on the mend after being 
hit by a car last month — 
immediately sent out mes-
sages urging people to get 
involved through Twitter 
and through the Bay Ridge 
Parents Facebook page. 

The response was over-
whelming, as tweets and 
messages asking how to 
give or receive aid began 
pouring in from all corners 
of the city.

“Tons of people started 
tweeting at me or sending 
me messages over Face-
book, asking ‘what can I 
do?’ And people from Sea-
gate and Staten Island were 
calling me, asking for help,” 
said Robicelli. “They know 
that people in the areas that 
got hit aren’t going to have 
power for a long time, they 
aren’t going to have their 
homes.” 

“We can’t forget about 
them next week, we can’t 
forget about them next 

month, we can’t forget 
about them in January and 
February,” she said.

But her efforts hit a 
speed bump thanks to the 

Cupcake queen Allison Robicelli uses social media to get aid to Hurricane Sandy-scarred Brooklynites

RAW MATERIALS: Bay Ridge Cares member Karen Tadross shows off some of the donated food Allison 
Robicelli and fellow chefs will turn into hot meals for Sandy victims.

Bay Ridge baker whips up grassroots goodwill

Continued on Page13
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Start Here. Go Anywhere. 

877-NOW-BMCC www.bmcc.cuny.eduBO ROUGH  O F  M ANHAT TAN  C O MMUNIT Y  C O LLEGE 
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Gluten-Free Pizza and Pasta
Lunch & Dinner Specials

Cucina Italiana
Fine Italian Dining RosaNonna Da

FEATURING
 Upstairs Bar and Lounge Area
 Adult Dining
 Daily Happy Hour 4-7:30 (except Monday)
 Drink Specials

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Fontbonne Hall’s volley-

ball team may have lost its 
semifi nal match, but to the 
Hurricane Sandy-scarred 
squad — in which 10 out of 
11 players were left home-
less for weeks — playing 
was more important than 
winning. 

Despite the hardships 
they were facing, the Bay 
Ridge high schoolers said 
they wanted to play and get 
back to normal. 

“Coming back out and 
seeing your teammates, 
playing like we have be-
fore, cheering each other 
up, smiling, laughing, we 
haven’t done that in awhile,” 
said junior Casey McDade, 
whose house burned down 
when a fi re sparked by 
Hurricane Sandy ripped 
through Breezy Point. “It’s 
great to come together 
again.”     

There were tears dur-
ing the squad’s post game 
meeting following a 25–15, 
25–21, and 25–20 loss to 
Archbishop Molloy at St. 
Francis Prep last Thursday 
night. 

Coach Linda Strong, 
who also lost her home in 
the Breezy Point fi re, told 
her team how proud she 
was of them for just being 
out there. 

“We wanted to play for 
each other,” junior co-cap-
tain Kristen Sullivan said.

The Bonnies’ courage wasn’t lost on the 
team’s opponents either — it only raised 
Molloy’s admiration for the squad.

“Our hearts go out to them,” said Mol-
loy’s Emily Rabot. “I know it’s really hard. 
We give them props for coming out here to-
night.” 

The Bonnies played to bring back some 
normalcy to player’s lives — but this 
wasn’t the same squad that lost to Mol-
loy in fi ve sets in all three regular season 
matches. 

Strong said the team just went through 
the motions and lacked a killer instinct, 
but she didn’t want to shout at them be-
cause she knew what they were going 
through. 

“I didn’t want them to feel bad about 
their performance,” the coach said. “I 
don’t think I could have gotten out on the 
volleyball court and played half as well as 
they did.”

Even in the darkest moments, play-
ers say they are amazed at the generosity 

that surrounds them. Font-
bonne Hall has put together 
drives for essential house-
hold items and gave each of 
them new school supplies. 
McDade said teachers and 
students approach her all 
the time and ask her what 
she needs. 

“People are coming up to 
me and giving me money,” 
she said. “Everyone wants 
to be such a big help. I feel 
like I don’t have nothing 
anymore.”

Strong, who recently 
found an apartment in Bay 
Ridge, said she and the 
players have been living 
a nomadic existence since 
the storm, as they bed at 
different friends’ or family 
members’ homes. 

Junior Daisy Trust-
umm couldn’t make it to 
the game because she is 
living in Connecticut. 
Also, eight members of the 
school’s first-place junior 
varsity team were also 

affected, adding to an already difficult 
situation. 

“It’s really, really tough on these kids,” 
Strong said. “They are too young to have 
to experience this. It’s horrible.”

Many of the players have been back 
to Breezy Point and what’s left of their 
homes. Sullivan called it “pure devasta-
tion” in some sections there’s nothing but 
burnt houses and houses collapsed inside 
of others. 

It didn’t feel like home, but doesn’t 
mean it won’t be home again in time, Mc-
Dade explained. 

“My family is very determined to re-
build our house where it was,” McDade 
said. “But it’s gong to take awhile.”  

Ten players on this team currently homeless
But Fontbonne Hall High School volleyballers still made a valiant push into the playoffs

OUT BUT NOT DOWN: Fontbonne Hall’s volleyball team may have 
lost its semifi nal match, but to the Hurricane Sandy-slammed 
squad — of which 10 out of 11 players were left homeless for weeks 
— playing was more important than winning.
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7The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

187 State Street (between Court & Boerum)

718-852-1421
Open: Tues-Fri 10am-6:30pm, Sat 11am-5pm
Watch & Jewelry Restoration On Premises!

SATNICK’S  
FINE JEWELRY & WATCHES

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY PROMOTION:

$100 OFF 
Any Purchase of $300 or More*

Check This Ad for Different Weekly Offers As Part of Our Celebration

Win a Destination  
Wedding!*
In U.S. Europe, Bermuda, or the Caribbean

*One $500.00 voucher towards the total price of travel will be awarded and must be redeemed with Jirau Travel-Cruise Planners. All 
sales are final and all Promotions may not be combined with any other discounts or previous sales. Engagement rings, Designer Jewelry, 

antiques/watches, custom orders and special orders are excluded from this sale. Quantities of merchandise are limited and on a first come 
– first serve basis. Lay-a-ways and merchandise bought before Nov. 2nd does not apply to this sale. Sale ends Dec. 25th, 2012.

Volunteer Sara Ramano cleans out storage bins at a fl ooded Red Hook basement on Van Brunt 
Street. 

Doing her part
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City Tech’s Green Advanced Manufacturing Collaborative The CareerPATH Program in Manufacturing 

 EARN COLLEGE CREDITS AND DEGREES  

ALL EXPENSES PAID 
NYC College of Technology (City Tech), CUNY’s designated college of technology, offers stackable, 
credit-bearing industry-recognized credentials leading to associate degrees in Mechanical Engineering 
Technology and Industrial Design Technology.  Wrap-around support services and job placement       
assistance are provided to program participants. 

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE? 
 
�� 18 years old (preferably 24 or older) 
�� High School Diploma/GED or college credits 
�� US Citizenship or legally authorized to work in the US 
�� Displaced and incumbent workers, veterans and prospective college students 
�� Take the CUNY Assessment Test (CAT), demonstrate strong math skills, and ability/interest 

in the mechanical/technology fields. 

TO RESERVE A SEAT IN OUR UPCOMING INFORMATION SESSIONS ON  
Nov. 20th and Dec. 11th, CALL: 

The CareerPATH Program Advisor 
718- 552-1150 

gamc@citytech.cuny.edu 

This workforce solution was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration. The solution was created 
by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the official position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The Department of Labor makes no guarantees,  
warranties, or assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any information on linked sites and including,  

but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its completeness, timelines, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability  
or ownership. 

New York City College of Technology 
Business & Industry Training Center 
Dept. of Mechanical Engineering Technology & Industrial Design 

www.citytech.cuny.edu/bitc/manufacturing      
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Lending a hand — and a spoon!
Gerritsen Beach resident Margaret McDonald brings some hearty potatoes to neighbors without power congregating at Blue Star 
Mother’s Hall on Seba Avenue. 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about some chicken 

soup for the soul! 
Anatolian Gyro — a 

Sheepshead Bay Road sta-
ple — is still bouncing back 
from Hurricane Sandy, but 
workers now have a new 
mission: feeding hungry 
Gerritsen Beach residents 
left devastated following 
the Oct. 28 super storm.

Ever since Hurricane 
Sandy left the borough, 
workers have joined the 
growing group of neighbors 
helping neighbors by truck-
ing gallons of hot lentil and 
chicken soup and fresh 
bread to the nearby  com-
munity — which Anatolian 
Gyro owner Metin Turan 
has adopted. 

“One hand washes the 
other, and both hands 
wash the face,” said Turan. 
“Many of these people are 
my clients. They need help 
and I want to give some-

thing back.”
Turan decided to help 

out after watching footage 
of a Federal Emergency 

Management Agency 
meeting at Resurrection 
Church on Gerritsen Av-
enue, where more than 

1,000 teary-eyed residents 
turned out to hear what the 
government can do to help 
them. The footage showed 
residents sleeping in buses 
just to keep warm.

“I’m used to seeing 
this on TV, not in reality,” 
Turan said. “I’ve been here 
25 years and I’ve never seen 
anything like this.”

Anatolian Gyro was 
hardly spared from San-
dy’s wrath: Turan suffered 
about $25,000 worth of prop-
erty damage.

“We had three feet of wa-
ter on the ground fl oor, and 
the basement was fi lled,” 
Turan explained. “It took 
12 people three days to get 
everything cleaned up.”

The restaurant lost 
power for the second 
time during last week’s 
nor’easter — forcing Turan 
and his employees to serve 
lamb and chicken gyros by 
candlelight, Turan said.

BY ELI ROSENBERG
When the power goes 

out, there’s nothing more 
powerful than the printed 
word.

A group of Occupy Wall 
Street-affi liated activists 
in Gowanus became pub-
lishers after Hurricane 
Sandy left many New 
Yorkers without power, 
internet access, TV, or 
phone service.

“The word we were 
hearing from people is that 
there was real shortage 
of information because of 
the power situation,” said 
Jesse Goldstein, a founder 
of  the print and poster col-
lective Occuprint . “There 
was a need for analog infor-
mation to be disseminated 
for those people.”

The collective — which 
previously made waves by 
publishing an all-poster 
edition of a mock newspa-
per dubbed the “Occupied 
Wall Street Journal” and 
 creating much of the poster 
art for the social movement  
that swept the country in 
2011 — sprung into action 
last Tuesday, producing 
more than 6,000 pamphlets 
fi lled with the vital infor-
mation necessary for vic-
tims of storms like Sandy.

The 12-page bulletin in-
cluded sections on how to 
apply for disaster-related 
unemployment benefi ts, 
how to clean fl oodwater, 
how to work with the Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, and how to 
stay warm — “heat up raw 
oats or rice in a pot (no wa-
ter!) and then put them into 
a sock.”

But the pamphlet, like 
any publication worth its 
salt, also had lighter mate-
rial as well, such as a word 
search, sudoku, and a maze 
with Mayor Bloomberg 
on one side and the Rock-
aways on the other titled 
“Help Mayor Bloomberg 
Find the Rockaways.” 

Goldstein said the 
group, facing a tight dead-
line, originally thought 
they’d merely repurpose 
government information — 
but the content fell short of 

their editorial standards.
“We originally thought 

we should just republish 
a FEMA booklet, but we 
looked at what they had and 
we realized that we had to 
make something ourselves 
that was better,” he said.

Goldstein and partner 
Liz Knafo got to work on 
the content on Tuesday 
with the help of a few other 
Occuprinters, printed the 
pamphlet that evening, and 
picked it up early Wednes-
day from their printer in 
Queens, which charged 
them only for materials in 
the spirit of neighbors help-
ing neighbors.

“It was the quickest 
thing we’ve ever made,” 
said Goldstein.

Occupiers working out 
of  the movement’s Sun-
set Park hub at St. Jacobi 
Church  have been distrib-
uting the bulletin in Co-
ney Island and the Rock-
aways since then — and 
another print run of 6,000 
is on the way.

And Occuprint was 
able to fund the effort 
due to some money left 
over from its Occupy Wall 
Street-related efforts. 

“We’ve been sitting 
waiting to participate again 
when there was something 
again,” said Goldstein. 
“This is what’s happening 
in our city. The relief effort 
seemed like a natural thing 
for us to plug back in to.”

GET IT WHILE IT’S HOT!: Anatolian Gyro owner Metin Turan serves 
up hot soup on the house in front of the Blue Star Mother’s Hall on 
Nov. 9. 

POSTER KIDS: Justin Wedes 
and Tess Cohen, both Occupy 
Sandy organizers, hold a copy 
of the information pamphlet 
created by Occuprint to help 
Hurricane Sandy victims. 

Occupy printers 
now pamphleteers 

Gyro shop fi nds time for charity
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Hurricane Sandy 

brought everyone in the 
borough together — and 
that includes business ri-
vals. 

When the proprietors 
of Greenlight Bookstore 
in Fort Greene found out 
that  the storm fl ooded 
nearby powerHouse Books 
in DUMBO , ruining mer-
chandise and shop infra-
structure, they sprung 
into action.

“When I heard about 
their news I reached out to 
see if there was anything 
we could do to help,” said 
Greenlight owner Rebecca 
Fitting, who lent the inun-
dated shop — which is a 
competitor in Brooklyn’s 
tight literary market — 
enough electronics to get 
the storm-damaged reg-
ister system back up and 
running.

Fitting said her Fulton 
Street bookstore wasn’t 
using the loaned equip-
ment — which includes 
a credit card swiper, a 
bar code scanner, and 
a receipt printer from 
Greenlight’s kiosk at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Mu-
sic — but she claims she 
would have handed over 
the goods either way.

“If we watched our 
business, that we built 
from scratch, get beat up 
like that, I would hope 
someone would do the 

same for us,” she said. 
“Bookstores work best 
when they’re friends, not 
competitors.”

And it was not the only 
good deeds the small store 
has done in the wake of 
the storm. 

After a week of boom-
ing business after the 
hurricane, Fitting and 
co-owner Jessica Stock-
ton-Bagnulo donated 10 
percent of sales — $4,000 
— to two funds address-
ing the recovery in 
Brooklyn: Occupy Sandy 
and the Brooklyn Recov-
ery Fund.

The folks behind pow-
erHouse, which sustained 
tens of thousands of dol-
lars of damage after 28 
inches of fl oodwater 
ripped through the store, 
said that the equipment 
donations were integral 
to their speedy reopening 
last Saturday. 

“It saved us a lot of time 
and made it so we could 
continue to conduct inven-
tory,” said powerHouse 
owner Daniel Power.

The owners of Green-
light said they believe it’s 
important to help local 
businesses in addition to 
giving support to individ-
uals hit by the storm. 

“Small businesses are 
owned by people,” Fit-
ting said. “Helping small 
businesses helps those 
people.”

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
The chalupas and tama-

les are on us!
Red Hook’s beloved food 

vendors were back on their 
home turf dishing out more 
than 1,000 complimentary 
hot meals on Saturday 
to residents in one of the 
neighborhoods hardest hit 
by Hurricane Sandy — and 
hungry Hookers lined up to 
get their free fi ll. 

“It means a whole lot 
to come out and get a hot 
meal,” Blee George, who has 
been without heat and power 
since the storm, said as she 
took a bite of a chicken pu-
pusa, a traditional Salvador-
ian dish from the renowned 
Solber Pupusas truck. “It’s a 
blessing.”

And one that took an on-
line community of neigh-
bors helping neighbors to 
make happen.

Ten Red Hook food 
trucks were able to raise 
more than $5,000 through 
an online campaign so 
they could feed the storm-
ravaged residents. 

Cesar Fuentes, the 
founder of the Red Hook 
Food Vendors organiza-
tion, said that donations 
ranging from $5 to $500 
rolled in from do-gooders 

all over the country — and 
the globe. 

“Every $5 feeds a per-
son,” he said. “It’s amazing 
that we were able to pro-
vide this food, which actu-
ally comes from the many 
people who cared.”

Residents whose lives 
were uprooted by Hurri-
cane Sandy had their spir-
its lifted as they indulged in 
a warm, truck-cooked meal 
from one of the vendors sta-

tioned at the Red Hook ball 
fi elds on Bay Street. 

“It’s encouraging to see 
the community helping 
out,” said Monsey Rodri-
guez, who was displaced 
after the storm-surge inun-
dated her Van Brunt Street 
home. “I’m grateful that 
I’m still alive and for all 
the help that everybody has 
been giving us.” 

Fuentes added that he 
even delivered dozens of 

trays to several commu-
nity drop-off centers like 
the Red Hook Initiative and 
Calvary Baptist Church to 
ensure that residents who 
hadn’t got word of the free 
food wouldn’t go hungry. 

“We just wanted to make 
sure that all the food we 
brought was just distrib-
uted and enjoyed at some-
one’s house or apartment 
that has no light,” said Fu-
entes. 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
These Greeks are bear-

ing gifts no one could be 
wary of.

The Mitilineos family — 
the family behind Hellenic 
Third Avenue hot spot Some-
thing Greek in Bay Ridge 
— has been trucking tasty 
Mediterranean treats across 
the Narrows to Hurricane 
Sandy-ravaged Staten Island 
ever since the storm hit. 

Katerina Mitilineos said 
the idea to lend a hand — or 
a plate — to the recovery ef-
fort came from her mother, 
Pauline, upon witnessing 
the extent of the devasta-
tion that befell the neigh-

boring borough.
“A lot of people are hurt 

and we’re trying to help,” 
said Mitilineos, who lives 
on the Rock in mostly un-
scathed Bay Terrace with 
her mother and four broth-
ers. “We’ve seen how bad it 
is. Staten Island was prob-
ably  hardest hit, and no-
body’s gone down there, 
not the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, not 
the Red Cross, and people 
there are hungry and cold.”

But in spite of the de-
struction of homes and 
lives, the atmosphere at 
cleanups where Something 
Greek has visited — includ-

ing a recent one in New 
Dorp Beach sponsored by 
Assemblywoman Nicole 
Malliotakis (R–Bay Ridge) 
— have been surprisingly 
hopeful and upbeat.

“They’re so friendly 
down there. You’d think 
they’d be in shock, but peo-
ple are laughing,” Mitilin-
eos said. “They’re all com-
ing together.” 

Mitilineos knows from 
personal experience how 
cooking can bring comfort 
in diffi cult times: she says 
her family opened Some-
thing Greek near 76th 
Street in 2010 after her fa-
ther passed away.

Red Hook Vendors gather to give out warm meals 

ON THE HOUSE: Hard-hit Red Hook residents (from left) Natalie Wilson, Monsey Rodriguez, Amalia 
Cordoba, and Carolyn Fortune were grateful to indulge in a complimentary warm meal from the Red 
Hook Food Vendors.

Something Greek does something good

Feeding Sandy victims

Cooperative lit
WATERLOGGED: Books like these at powerHouse in DUMBO got 
soaked. 

Bookstore helps its rival after 
Sandy damages shop and novels

SOMETHING GREAT: Tommy 
Mitilineos of Something Greek 
in Bay Ridge has been bringing 
food to Sandy victims on Staten 
Island for weeks. 
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Surf Avenue won’t re-

main a washed-up disaster 
zone for long — not if Al-
berto Rodriguez has any-
thing to say about it.

The display builder 
from Surf Avenue’s Je 
T’aime Flower Studio and 
his trusty crew of furni-
ture movers and demolition 
workers have taken it upon 
themselves to clean out 
water-damaged businesses 
along the amusement dis-
trict’s main drag — free of 
cost.

“For me, the best part is 
to see people’s faces and the 
end of the day — to see peo-
ple happy,” Rodriguez said.

Rodriguez had been 
creating intricate sets for 
Je T’aime fl ower arrange-
ments for two months when 
Hurricane Sandy hit the 
People’s Playground. The 
day after the storm of the 
century passed, Rodriguez 
showed up at the fl orist shop 
and was astounded at what 
he saw: water had destroyed 
most of the store’s interior, 

and looters had come and 
picked off his tools. 

Rodriguez quickly en-
listed his brother and neph-
ews to help him clean up 
the mess — but quickly re-
alized Je T’aime wasn’t the 
only business in desperate 
need of help.

“People in the neighbor-
hood started asking, ‘Hey, 

can you help us out too?’ 
And I said, ‘Yeah, sure.’ ” 
Rodriguez remembered. 
“We’re all one family here, 
one community.”

In the next few days, 
Rodriguez and his eight-
man team — which now in-
cluded several Coney Island 
residents — hauled satu-
rated mattresses and water-

stained shelves out of Lago 
Furniture, as well as Home 
Decor down the block from 
Je T’aime. They also gutted 
the interior of the children’s 
party space Chill. 

“We cleaned out Lago 
Furniture in seven hours, 
the girl there almost started 
crying,” said Rodriguez.

Word quickly spread and 
Rodriguez took on more and 
more jobs — going as far as 
Gambrinus Restaurant at 
the corner of Ocean Park-
way and Brighton Beach 
Avenue to clean out of the 
basement and repair the 
eatery’s damaged plumbing 
and electrical work. 

Despite the back-break-
ing work, Rodriguez was 
buoyed by the fact that he 
was helping neighborhood 
businesses dig out the hole 
Sandy left them in. 

“This is a disaster. We’re 
not looking for money, we 
need to get the neighbor-
hood back together,” said 
Rodriguez. “Sandy didn’t 
bring us down. We’re going 
to come back.”

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The Green Bus was 

tailor-made for Hurri-
cane Sandy — and the fuel 
strapped borough it left in 
its wake. 

With residents pining 
for a drop of petrol, Char-
lie Gonzalez’s “mobile 
center for conscious liv-
ing” — with its converted 
engine that can run on 
both diesel gas and cook-
ing oil — became the best 
way to get Sandy relief vol-
unteers around the city. 

“With the gas shortage, 
nobody could get around,” 
he said. “But the Green 
Bus runs off discarded 
cooking oil, and there’s 
so much of it, it’s ridicu-
lous.”

Gonzalez partnered 
with the House of Yes, 
a performance space in 
Bushwick. In the fi rst 
week after the hurricane, 
he picked up a bus load of 
volunteers and took them 
to the hardest hit areas. 

Since then, he’s run a vol-
unteer tour that leaves 
from the House of Yes ev-
ery Friday. 

“I’ve got other things 
going on full-time, so I 
have to balance,” said 
Gonzalez. “But I want to 
take volunteers out as of-
ten as possible.”

So far, Gonzalez has 
led cleanups in Red Hook, 
Coney Island, the Rock-
aways, and Staten Island.

He claims he never 
thought he would use the 
Green Bus for relief runs 
when he purchased it 
three years ago with the 
intention of running tours 
to music festivals and re-
treats — but he admits it’s 
not a big leap from its ini-
tial purpose. 

“It’s meant to be a 
bridge to create sustain-
able infrastructures,” 
said Gonzalez, who lives 
in Williamsburg. “We’ve 
lost our ability to interact 
with others.”

CLEANING UP: Contractor Alberto Rodriguez assembled friends, 
family, and local residents to help Surf Avenue businesses clean 
out the damaged buildings.

HOP ON THE BUS: (From left) Anne Welling, Charlie Gonzalez, 
his dog Jefe, and Kae Burke take the Green Bus to help cleanup 
operations around New York City.

Tusi Sesera helps push wayward sand dunes off the iconic Coney Island Boardwalk. 

Get on the magic, 
eco-friendly bus! Boardwalk sweeper

Construction crew fi ghts to bring 
Coney Island businesses back

Gas rare, so green machine chips in 

The source for news in your neighborhood:
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Gerritsen Beach resi-

dents are griping that they   
have been neglected by Con 
Edison, but at least one son 
of the devastated neighbor-
hood is lending a helping 
hand.

Electrician and Ger-
ritsen Beach resident John 
Langone, who says he is 
sickened by all the price-
gouging predators fl ocking 
to his Hurricane Sandy-
scarred community, has 
taken it upon himself to pre-
pare his beleaguered end of 
Brooklyn for the anticipated 
return of electricity.

“I’m tired of hear-
ing about women getting 
charged $700 for an inspec-
tion,” Langone raged. “I’ve 
lived in Gerritsen Beach 

my whole life and I’ve 
never seen a disgrace like 
this.”

Langone, whose roots 
run deep in Gerritsen 
Beach, has vowed to spend 
his days inspecting prop-
erties in the neighborhood 
without charge so residents 
can get their lights switched 
on.

Con Edison won’t power 
up homes hit hard by the 
storm until it gets the all 
clear from a licensed elec-
trician. 

“My house will be the 
last to be touched,” Langone 
vowed. “My grandparents 
have been here since the 
1920s and I would disgrace 
them if I didn’t help the 
neighborhood fi rst.”

The electrician, who also 

works for the Port Authority 
in New York and New Jer-
sey, says Gerritsen Beach 
has been largely neglected 
by the city, and said that last 
Thursday’s town hall meet-
ing at Resurrection Church, 
which featured announce-
ments from Con Edison offi -
cials, was little more than a 
sham held to placate neigh-
borhood residents.

“What a bogus town hall 
meeting,” said Langone. “I 
work for the Port Authority. 
I see all the relief coming in 
and I don’t see any of that in 
Gerritsen Beach.”

With little aid coming 
from outside, Langone is ad-
amant that Gerritsen Beach 
will have to look to its own 
as it struggles to regain a 
measure of normalcy.

“We’re the last ones 
noted on the map,” he said. 
“We’re a community of fi rst 
responders, and we’re the 

last neighborhood to get any 
kind of assistance. We have 
to help each other.”

Beyond providing free 

inspections, Langone offers 
other services at extreme 
discounts for hard-hit hom-

THE POWER OF CHARITY: Electrician John Langone has been providing free inspections for resi-
dents in Gerritsen Beach, which was devastated by Hurricane Sandy.

Electrician lights 
up Gerritsen Beach

Continued on Page 17
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
A group of volunteers 

has collected something old, 
something new, something 
borrowed, and something 
blue for Hurricane Sandy 
victims — by setting up an 
online wedding registry.

Three “Occupy Sandy” 
operatives working out of 
a Clinton Hill church have 
amassed 25,000 items worth 
more than $650,000, and 
are distributing them in 
the Sandy-ravaged Rock-
aways and Coney Island — 
all thanks to an online hub 
they set up as an  Amazon 
wedding registry  on Nov. 3.

“We kind of tapped into 
this well of human empathy 
all over the country,” said 
John Heggestuen, 25, who 
moved to Crown Heights 
from Minneapolis three 
days before Hurricane 
Sandy hit.

Heggestuen, Alex Nor-
denson, and Katherine 
Dolan hatched Occupy San-
dy’s  soon-to-be-famous   wed-
ding registry  and almost 
immediately began accept-
ing deliveries to the church’s 
basement.  

By the fi rst few days of 
the next week, it was clear 
they were going to need 
some more space.

“I think it was when the 
four UPS trucks pulled up 
at the same time,” said Rev. 
Chris Ballard of the Church 
of St. Luke and St. Matthew 
on where the wares were be-
ing stored.

Five delivery trucks are 
routinely showing up full.

On a recent visit, the 
church’s pews had been 
transformed into supermar-
ket aisles of vital gear — bat-
teries, blankets, diapers, 

toothpaste — all organized 
by type.

“Within two days we had 
such a response it just ex-
panded,” said Rev. Michael 
Sniffen, the church’s rector. 
“It was fi ve pews, then 10 
pews, then 20. And then the 
entire church!”

Stocks are dished out to 
Occupy coordinators and 
volunteers in affected areas 
in the Rockaways, Coney Is-
land and Red Hook, where a 
ground team has been track-
ing resident-specifi c needs.

And as more things be-
come needed, the registry is 
updated.

To help out, the United 
Parcel Service had donated 
the services of its trucks and 
drivers to haul loads out to 
the the Rockaways last week-
end, Heggestuen said.

The church’s leaders 
said they were happy to 
have their house of god 
stuffed to the brim with 
volunteers and relief items, 
but the pews must be clear 
on Sundays.

“This is our worship,” 
said Ballard. “There was no 
hesitation on our part. The 
volunteers here are really 
amazing and have been re-
ally accommodating.”

To purchase goods for 

the relief efforts, visit www.
amazon.com/gp/registry/
wedding. First name: Oc-
cupy. Last name: Sandy. 
Another registry can be 
reached at fi rst name: Hur-
ricane. Last name: Sandy. 

Or, volunteer at the 
Church of St. Luke and St. 
Matthew [520 Clinton Ave. 
between Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill (718) 638–0686, www.
interoccupy.net].

Occupy’s ‘wedding registry’ fl oods church with supplies

Registering for victims

LENDING A HAND: (Clockwise from top left) Volunteers for Oc-
cupy Sandy move relief supplies — purchased by do-gooders all 
over the world through an Amazon.com wedding registry — into 
the Church of St. Luke and St. Matthew in Clinton Hill. Laurent Ga-
briel of Brownsville organizes supplies. The group transformed the 
church into a hub for supplies for hurricane victims — but they had 
to clear the pews before Sunday. Nicolette Carothers of Manhattan 
organizes supplies.
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BY COLIN MIXSON
No matter what natural 

disaster looms around the 
corner, there remains one 
habitat in Brooklyn where 
residents can literally 
live off the land — Marine 
Park!

Naturalist “Wildman” 
Steve Brill will show ev-
eryone just how easy it is to 
fi nd farm-fresh fruits and 
vegetables in a city park, 
just in case another disas-
ter strikes, during a four-

hour foraging tour of the 
Marine Park wetlands on 
Nov. 24.

“You can get stuff there 
that is fresh when your power 
is out and everything’s go-
ing bad in your fridge,” the 
“Wildman” explained. 

“If we mess up our 
planet a lot more foraging 
is going to become more im-
portant.”

To Brill, Marine Park is 
a veritable Garden of Eden 
when it comes to sumptuous, 

uncultivated edibles, and 
while its sandy soil is bad 
for trees, it’s great for hardy 
roots and vegetables that 
benefi t from the extra sun.

“The soil is poor, limit-
ing tree growth, but ben-
efi ting plants that can take 
advantage of the unblocked 
sun and nutrient-poor soil,” 
Brill explained.

Feral fruits certainly 
grow in abundance, and 
frolicking foragers can ex-
pect to fi nd winged sumac 

Steve Brill says Brooklyn’s biggest park better than any grocery store

EAT ME: “Wildman” Steve Brill will lead a foraging tour through 
Marine Park on Nov. 24.

‘Wild man’ nuts for M’Park foraging

gas crunch: many of the 
dishes Robicelli’s team 
prepared spoiled because 
they couldn’t be delivered. 

That’s when Robicelli 
reached out to the Occupy 
Sandy relief effort — an 
offshoot of the Zucotti Park 
movement — to help her 
identify where the needi-
est people are located, and 
used Facebook and Twitter 

to coordinate drop-offs.
“Social media acted like 

a dispatch, like a 911 center, 
except that everybody’s on 
call all the time,” said Ro-
bicelli, who was amazed 
by all of the support she re-
ceived.

Continued from page 5 

Baker

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Ladies and gentlemen, 

Justin has left the building 
— and now the neighbor-
hood’s a mess.

Hundreds of screaming 
Justin Bieber’s tweeny-bop-
pers mobbed the pint-sized 
singer’s bus as it was leav-
ing the Barclays Center on 
Monday night, blocking 
sidewalks and traffi c and 
making an awful racket 
as they chased it down the 
street — and police could do 
nothing to stop it.  

“I didn’t anticipate this 
type of crowd or this hyste-
ria over a performer,” said 
Dep. Insp. Michael Ameri, 
commanding offi cer of the 
78th Precinct.  “It caught 
me by surprise a little bit.”

As the concert let out 
around 10 pm, hundreds 
of Bieber’s young fans 
swarmed near a VIP park-
ing space next to the load-
ing dock at the back of the 
arena on Dean Street near 
Sixth Avenue.

Police corralled the fans 
into an area near the bike 
racks on Dean, and urged 
them to keep the sidewalk 
clear, but things got crazy 
when a black bus that super 

fans identifi ed as Bieber’s 
pulled out of the loading 
dock shortly after 11 pm.

Shrieking fans chased 
the vehicle down Dean past 
Sixth Avenue, ignoring the 
pleas of Barclays Center se-
curity guards and NYPD of-
fi cers.

“Justin!” they screamed.
At one point, the bus 

stopped on Dean Street 
near the ball fi eld between 
Sixth and Carlton avenues, 
and was overrun by fans 
who leapt in front of it in 
the street.

A few fans said they saw 
Alfredo Flores, a member 
of Bieber’s fl ock, taking pic-
tures of them from the bus.

“Oh my gosh, I touched 
him!” one fan screamed, 
after the door of the bus 
opened. “I touched Al-
fredo!”

Peter Krashes of the 
Dean Street Block Associa-
tion said the “Hard Days 
Night”-worthy frenzy dis-
rupted the neighborhood 
and went against the Bar-
clays Center’s agreement 
with the community.

“Kids were screaming 
until midnight,” he said. 
“We’ve always been told it’s 

not supposed to be happen-
ing near residents. There 
is a huge plaza on the other 
side of the arena.”

He also claimed that 
security and post-concert 
crowd management has de-
teriorated since the arena’s 

opening, when the Bar-
clays Center drew mostly 
rave reviews for blending 
relatively smoothly into the 
neighborhood. 

“The police presence 
and arena security has 
been reduced,” he argued. 

“Last night it went too far; 
there was not enough police 
presence and the security 
that was there was over-
whelmed.”

Representatives from 
the Barclays Center de-
clined to answer questions 

about whether arena secu-
rity personnel had been re-
duced since the opening.

The show itself — one 
that Bieber entered by drop-
ping down from the rafters 
with a pair of gigantic sil-
ver wings  — failed to draw 
rave reviews from those 
outside the Belieber spell.

“His dance moves lacked 
energy, his singing showed 
no passion,” wrote Buzz-
feed’s Katie Notopoulos, 
who called Bieber’s per-
formance “wooden,” “fl ac-
cid,” and “rote,” though she 
chalked it up to his  recent 
break-up with actress and 
singer Selena Gomez .

Still, the Beliebers 
begged to differ.

“Bieber in Brooklyn was 
one of the best things I’ve 
ever experienced,” wrote a 
Twitter user named Mia C.

The incident left the 
area’s top cop vowing he’ll 
be more prepared the next 
time a golden-voiced teeny-
bopper plays Brooklyn’s 
new arena.

 “Next time Justin 
Beiber comes to town, we’ll 
have a better plan,” Ameri 
said. “Thank god nobody 
got hurt.”

WING AND A PRAYER: Justin Bieber fl ew into the Barclays Center on Monday night, and his fans went 
crazy outside of the arena a few hours later. 

Bieber fever runs wild on Dean Street
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— great for pink lemonade 
in a pinch — and Autumn ol-
ive berries, which taste like 
the unclaimed offspring of 
raspberries, according to 
the foraging expert.

And there’s mushrooms, 
too! After 25 years of lead-
ing foraging tours in Ma-
rine Park, Brill says he’s 
found a grove full of tasty 
blewitt mushrooms not far 
from IS 278.

“They’re incredibly fl a-
vorful, very, very powerful 
and just as good as anything 
you’d fi nd in a gourmet 
store,” Brill said.

Aside from leading for-
agers to the tasty plants 
— and away from the toxic 
ones — Brill will share 
some delectable recipes 
from his iPhone app, “Wild 
Edibles Full.”

“Our food supply is con-
taminated with preserva-

tives and people’s health 
are already suffering,” Brill 
explained. “Getting out and 
enjoying the environment 
will keep you physically ac-
tive and wild foods are more 
nutritious than stuff you’d 
buy in the corner deli.”

Foraging with Steve 
Brill at Marine Park [Av-
enue U and Burnett Street, 
call (914) 835–2153 at least 
24 hours in advance to re-
serve a spot]. Nov. 24, 11:45 
am. $20 suggested dona-
tion.
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Major sections of Hurricane 

Sandy-ravaged Sheepshead Bay 
still do not have electricity, 
heat, or hot water, say residents 
and merchants who are spend-
ing their third week repair-
ing damaged homes and store-
fronts.

Con Edison claims that most 
Brooklynites now have electric-
ity  — but that news does little to 
console the hundreds of Sheep-
shead Bay residents who either 
remain without power or don’t 
have a home to return to.

“I lived in an apartment,” 
said 50-year-old Anthony Cal-
zone. “But my landlord doesn’t 
want to pump out the basement, 
so I’m out on the street. I shower 
at my sister’s place and sleep in 
a park.”

As of Monday morning, a 
handful of Sheepshead Bay 
businesses have power, but most 
remain without. Gas-fueled gen-
erators are a common sight, say 
residents. 

Businesses still digging out 
of the disaster zone Hurricane 
Sandy left behind include:

• The Mini Centro shoe store. 
Power generators hum outside 
the Sheepshead Bay Road store 
alongside a mountain of sodden 
footwear destroyed by Sandy’s 
rising f loodwaters.

“We lost about 90 percent of 
our products,” owner Yury Se-
phir said. “We have no other 
source of income, so we’re try-
ing to get everything fixed as 
soon as possible.”

• The Night Life Cafe. The 
Sheepshead Bay Road bar near 
Voorhies Avenue was seriously 
damaged as it took on more 
than five feet of water. 

Bartender Eddie Vasquez, 
who was serving drinks when 
the storm hit, was nearly killed 
when a storm surge caused the 
security gate to fall — trapping 
him inside. Fortunately, two 

passing cops realized he was in-
side and hoisted up the gate so 
he could escape.

“They pulled it out, and 
I went through head first,” 
Vasquez said.

• The Cherry Hill Gourmet 
Market inside the landmarked 
Lundy’s building on Emmons 
Avenue,  where employees 
were seen throwing out tons of 
spoiled food last week , remains 
shuttered as employees wait for 
power to be restored. All of the 
businesses on Emmons Avenue 

between Ocean and West End 
avenues still don’t have elec-
tricity, merchants say.

“It all depends on power,” 
said Cherry Hill Gourmet Mar-
ket owner Uzi Mizrahi. “We’ve 
got a lot of money riding on our 
refrigerators turning back on.”

• The Duane Reade on Ocean 
and Voorhies avenues was com-
pletely destroyed, according to 
employee Daniel Vanzandy.

“It got about three feet of wa-
ter,” Vanzandy said. “All the 
products were destroyed. We 

found stuff in the front aisle, 
the back aisle, we even found 
stuff in the bathroom.”

Yet pharmacy workers are 
opting to help others before 
finishing repairs. Employees 
retrofitted their pharmaceuti-
cal bus — usually reserved for 
f lu shots — to serve as a relief 
truck that distributed out dried 
goods, cleaning supplies, and 
blankets to hundreds of Sheep-
shead Bay residents-turned-ref-
ugees last week.

“Many of them are homeless, 

or in homes they don’t want to 
be in,” said Deidre Zaccone, Di-
rector of Marketing for Duane 
Reade. “We had a group of eight 
families come over who were all 
living in the same house.”

Most hurricane-rattled 
Sheepshead Bay merchants say 
they are ready to turn a corner 
and open, but can’t do a thing 
until the lights come back on.

“If there was power, we’d be 
open already,” said Peter Katsi-
chtis of Yiasou Estiatorio on 
Emmons Avenue.

Three weeks after Hurricane Sandy, neighborhood merchants are still in trouble

DOWN AND OUT: (Clockwise from left) Sandy wreaked havoc on the Seaport Buffet on Emmons Avenue. Peter Katsichtis, owner of Yiasou on Emmons Avenue, says 
his business has been destroyed by the storm. Merchants cleaning out their damaged stores heap a mountain of garbage bags on Sheepshead Bay Road, which 
Sandy hit very hard.

STATE OF SHEEPSHEAD BAY
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Charlie Krause of the New York City Coalition Against Hunger painstakingly empties contami-
nated water bottles found in the fl ooded Lighthouse Mission Food Pantry in Coney Island. The 
Mermaid Avenue pantry was all but destroyed when the storm hit, residents say. 

Water torture

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Denny’s Ice Cream 

Shop has hit a rocky 
road.

Hurricane Sandy 
melted away any 
dreams of preserving 
the beloved Surf Av-
enue soft-serve spot 
famous for its rich, 
silky banana-pistachio 
swirl, according to 
Dick Zigun, the store’s 
owner and unoffi cial 
mayor of Coney Island.

“There’s no more 
Denny’s Ice Cream,” 
Zigun explained, say-
ing that he couldn’t 
afford to replace the 
$50,000 in equipment 
damaged in the Oct. 
29 storm surge. “We 
are out of the ice 
cream business.”

Zigun  bought the 
frozen treat vendor 
that has been selling 
funnel cake and origi-
nal ice cream fl avors 
since 1978 a year ago  
with plans of convert-
ing most of the building 
into an extension of his Co-
ney Island USA museum, 
which is right next door at 
the corner of W. 12th Street 
and Surf Avenue.

The Mermaid Parade 
founder said he soon re-
alized that the ice cream 
shop came with a loyal 
customer base willing to 
continue forking over cash 
for its exotic trademark 
combo — fans that helped 
Zigun pay the mortgage on 

the property.
“People like the ice 

cream, and wanted to keep 
buying it,” said Zigun. “I’m 
as much of a fan of banana-
pistachio ice cream as any-
body else. I’m going to miss 
it.”

Zigun said he’ll push 
ahead with his original 
plans and is considering 
turning part of the space 
into an indoor paintball 
arena this summer. 

He does plan to rent out 

the space — possibly to an-
other ice cream vendor.

“Hopefully, there will be 
ice cream there someday, 
hopefully banana-pistachio 
twist,” said Zigun.

In the meantime, fans 
of the thick, luscious Co-
ney Island ice cream fl avor 
will have to trek to Wil-
liams Candy at the corner 
of Surf Avenue and Sch-
weikerts Walk — which re-
mains open and serving ice 
cream. 

MELTED: Dick Zigun stands amid the wreckage of Denny’s Ice Cream 
Shop, which he bought a year ago. Hurricane Sandy fl ooded the store 
looking for some banana-pistachio swirl. 

Denny’s Ice Cream Shop in 
Coney is dead, owner says
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
President Obama skipped 

Brooklyn in his tour of Hur-
ricane Sandy-slammed 
neighborhoods on Thursday, 
outraging residents  in the 
borough that cast more votes 
for the commander in chief 
than any other part of the 
city .

“He should’ve made one 
stop, just to get out and say 
something, let people know 
‘hey, we’re here,’ give them 
some reassurance,” said Co-

ney Island resident Alberto 
Rodriguez, an avid Obama 
supporter who  has been 
cleaning out Sandy-fl ooded 
businesses along Surf Av-
enue . “When people see a 
big fi gure, it means a lot for 
them.”

Brooklynites in other 
storm-battered neighbor-
hoods were similarly miffed 
at the President’s decision 
to fl y over Coney Island and 
Rockaway as he made his 
way to Staten Island.

“We really don’t know why 
he didn’t stop by Red Hook,” 
said Frances Medina, a coor-
dinator with the not-for-profi t 
Red Hook Initiative, which 
has handled much of the re-
covery effort in the washed-
out neighborhood. “People 
are saying that we’re okay, 
but there are still buildings 
without power and heat. The 
situation is not done.”

“Contrary to popular be-
lief, we still need help,” Me-
dina wrote on Twitter.

Brooklyn pols demanded 
that Obama come to Brook-
lyn as soon as he announced 
his tour, claiming that the 
President’s presence will 
give Hurricane Sandy vic-
tims in the borough a much 
needed boost.

Obama’s decision to visit 
Staten Island did just the op-
posite, offi cials say.

“He should come here. 
It is important that he visit 
and for residents to get to see 

Obama tours Sandy-ravaged city

Continued on Page 17

President Obama, accompanied by Mayor Bloomberg, Gov. 
Cuomo, and Sen. Charles Schumer, hugs Debbie Ingenito on 
Cedar Grove Avenue, a street signifi cantly impacted by Hur-
ricane Sandy, on Staten Island on Thursday.
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eowners, including install-
ing much-needed boilers for 
a fraction of what other elec-

tricians have been charg-
ing.

The big-hearted elec-
trician might not be turn-
ing much of a profi t, but 
he’s fi nding himself rich in 
goodwill.

“I’ve received lots of in-
vites from complete strang-
ers to come back and use 
their showers,” said Lan-
gone. “I still don’t have hot 
water, but I’ve made a few 
friends.”

Continued from page 11 

Gerritsen

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Hey Brooklyn, not even hur-

ricane victims want to wear your 
old mom jeans! 

Sandy relief groups say they 
have been deluged with tons of 
clothing — and had to divert vol-
unteers and use precious gasoline 
to cart some of it away — thanks 
to kind-hearted Brooklynites who 
graciously donated the shirts off 
their backs.  

“While extremely well-inten-
tioned, some people use it as an 
excuse to clean out their house,” 
said Cara Raich, who has been 
running the supply room at Park 
Slope’s Congregation Beth Elo-
him. “We have been inundated.”

Now they’re spreading the 
word that other items are needed 
more than clothing.

Toiletries, cleaning supplies and 
food are still in high demand in hu-
ricane-ravaged areas, but there is 
limited need for clothing aside from 
outdoor winter wear, organizers re-
port. And though donation outposts 
say they are grateful for the out-

pouring of support, relief workers 
are saying clothes are becoming too 
much of a hassle — and offer little 
return on invest-gift.

“We didn’t realize the amount 
of work that is involved in sorting 
unlabeled clothes,” said Raich. “It 
takes forever.”

At the Red Hook Initiative, the 
back room is fi lled with pants, 
shirts, and sweaters, and volunteers 
have asked donors to stop bringing 

clothes, but it hasn’t worked. 
“That doesn’t seem to stop 

many people,” said Sandy Brock-
well, operations coordinator at 
the Red Hook Initiative. “We’ve 
been trying to get the Salvation 
Army to come by and take it all.”

At the Occupy Sandy main hub 
in Sunset Park, volunteers say they 
have the same problem, and are 
pleading with residents to bring 
stuff that’s really in demand. 

Relief groups: We don’t need any more clothes

OVERDRESSED: Shaniqua Smith, a volunteer at Red Hook Initiative, is surround-
ed by tons of clothing. Since Hurricane Sandy, relief groups have been inundated 
with clothing donations they can’t use.

DRESSED TO FILL! 

A MESS: Clothing donations must be sorted, arranged, and cleaned. Most relief 
groups don’t have the resources to take care of clothes that they mostly don’t 
need.
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him,” said Assemblyman 
Alec Brook-Krasny (D–
Coney Island), a resident 
of devastated Seagate,  not-
ing that Bam lived in Park 
Slope in the 1980s . “We are 
still waiting for him. In 
these areas, there are a lot 
of people who voted for him, 
and they are going to be 
missing him.”

Councilman Mike Nel-
son (D–Brighton Beach) 
agreed that an executive 
visit would have brought 
comfort and confi dence to 
his weather-wounded dis-
trict.

“Being here and seeing 
people with their homes 
down and damaged, it’s a 
little disappointing. I wish 

he would have come in here 
and see it close up,” said 
Nelson. 

“These are American 
citizens, and it’s like the 
Third World here now. Hav-
ing the power of the Presi-
dency on the ground here 
would seem to insure it’s 
going to get taken care of 
quicker.”

Borough President Mark-
owitz, Brooklyn’s other 
commander in chief, led 
the charge to add Brook-
lyn onto Obama’s itinerary, 
but ended up greeting the 
leader of the free world in 
Staten Island.

“Obviously, I’d like it 
if he’d stopped in Brook-
lyn,” said Markowitz. “But 
Staten Island got hit badly. 
And we’re one city, and I’m 
thrilled the President made 
the time to join us.”

Hurricane Sandy left 
seven Brooklynites dead 
and left more than 100,000 
residents without power for 
more than a week. Three 
weeks after the super 
storm, hundreds of Brook-
lynites remain homeless or 
without electricity, heat, or 
hot water.

The White House didn’t 
say why Obama skipped 
Brooklyn,  but the Presi-
dent — who did not mention 
the borough in his remarks 
on the Rock — left open the 
possibility of visiting the 
borough in the future.

“We are going to be here 
until the rebuilding is com-
plete,” Obama said. “I’m also 
going to be coming back in 
the future to make sure that 
we have followed through on 
that commitment.”

–with Eli Rosenberg

Continued from page 16 

Obama
BY DANIELLE FURFARO

McCarren Park’s beloved arbor monu-
ments are falling down left and right, say 
park-goers who claim a tree believed to be 
planted by television news icon Geraldo 
Rivera met its match when Hurricane 
Sandy blew through North Brooklyn.

But was it really planted by the fa-
mously mustachioed news man? Our ex-
perts say “no.”

“I think I would have remembered 
that,” said former Brooklyn Paper re-
porter Aaron Short, who was on the Mc-
Carren Park beat. “Then again, I only 
covered it for about fi ve years. You should 
probably ask Stephanie, or maybe Evan.”

Short was not clear on who he was sug-
gesting we call, but when we pointed out 
that he has covered the park longer than 
anyone in history, he agreed that he likely 
was the right person to ask.

Adding to the confusion, the website 
DNAinfo.com’s report on the “Geraldo 
Tree” includes a  slideshow  that identifi es 
two different downed timbers as the one 
allegedly planted by the man who  found 
nothing inside Al Capone’s vault except 
for a few empty bathtub gin bottles  during 
a live broadcast in the 1980s.

Calls to Rivera for comment were not 
returned.

Either way, the blue spruce situated be-

tween the green gnome garden, the compost 
pile, and the dog run now  joins the park’s 
most-famous hardwood — the so-called 
“vagina tree,” which fell during Hurricane 
Irene  — on a list of perennial plants toppled 
by autumn super storms. 

“Geraldo Tree” huggers say Hurricane 
Sandy ripped their beloved arbor right 
out of the ground.

“It came up by its roots,” said Kate Zi-
dar, founder of the North Brooklyn Com-
post Project and director of the Newtown 
Creek Alliance. “There’s nothing left in 
the ground.”

According to local legend, Rivera 
planted the tree in the late 1980s or 1990s 
when he decided to exercise his green 
thumb in his hometown borough.

Sandy axes ‘Geraldo’ tree

TREE DOWN:: Kate Zida mourns the “Geraldo 
Tree,” as it is known to park affi cianados. 
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