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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Read their lips: no more 

taxis!
Neighbors of the newly 

opened Barclays Center 
say chauffeured Towncars, 
SUVs, and stretch limos take 
up nearly every inch of curb 
space around the arena dur-
ing concerts and Nets games 
— turning their streets into 

a de facto parking lot until 
stadium VIPs call it a night.

“Residents are trying to 
do everything they can to 
park, and they’re upset that 
they’re getting tickets for 
parking illegally while lim-
ousines can break the same 
rules,” said Peter Krashes, 
the president of the Dean 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Hurricane Sandy victims 

from the Rockaways, Breezy 
Point, and Staten Island are 
looking to Bay Ridge for 
sanctuary — but neighbor-
hood realtors say they don’t 
have enough open houses for 
the glut of new residents.

“There’s been a tremen-
dous infl ux in the demand 

for Bay Ridge rentals since 
the hurricane,” said Joseph 
Hamdan of Coldwell Banker 
Reliable Real Estate at the 
corner of 75th Street and 
Fifth Avenue. “Bay Ridge is 
close to the water but doesn’t 
have the exposure of some of 
the more affected neighbor-
hoods.”

Others say many Rock-

away residents are ex-Ridg-
ites trying to return home 
following the disaster — with 
mixed success.

“They worked hard and 
they did well and they bought 
a house on the beach. And 
now it’s gone,” said Renee 
Winnicki of Jabour Realty 
on Third Avenue near 87th 

Continued on Page 16Continued on Page 15

Parents get cheap beer — 
thanks to their children!

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Have a kid, and save on 

beer!
A Clinton Hill bar is giv-

ing haggard parents (is there 
any other kind?) a chance to 
drink on the cheap, as long as 
they can prove that they’ve re-
produced.

The Bedford Hill Coffee Bar 
on Franklin Avenue at Greene 
Avenue offers a parents-only 
happy hour special on Satur-

day nights featuring a dollar 
off every drink for every kid-
dlywink you’ve made.

Not surprisingly, parents 
are saying it’s a score.

“Being a parent is very re-
warding, but it also consumes 
everything,” said Maren 
Harper, who lives in the neigh-
borhood with her husband, Pe-
ter and her 11-month-old son 
Rowan. “So it’s nice to be able 

Continued on Page 16

A CNG Publication Vol. 1 No. 35 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

Sandy refugees fl ood RidgeArena taxi trouble 

City chops 
volunteer 
foresters
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SLEEPING ON DUTY: A cab 
driver dozes off in an illegal 
parking space near the Bar-
clays Center.

BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about being cut off!
The city slapped down a vol-

unteer group’s plan to cut up up-
rooted trees blocking Brooklyn 
streets in Hurricane Sandy’s af-
termath, claiming that residents 
shouldn’t become emergency lum-
berjacks — even if the Parks De-
partment can’t handle the job.

Once Hurricane Sandy left the 
city, Flatbush Shomrim founder 
Chaim Deutsch and his team be-

gan cutting up and 
carting off more 

than 75 up-
rooted trees 

that were blocking roads and pre-
venting fi rst responders and supply 
trucks from getting around Sheep-
shead Bay, Manhattan Beach, Ma-
rine Park, and Brighton Beach. 

That is until the city shut them 
down.

“We had a little problem with the 
Parks Department,” said Deutsch, 
who claimed that a Parks Depart-
ment offi cial told him to leave all the 

Continued on Page 16

Ph
ot

o 
by

 S
te

fa
no

 G
io

va
nn

in
i

THANKS, KID: Maren Harper saves money at Bedford Hill Coffee Bar thanks to her 
son Rowan, whose existence guarantees her a dollar off beer on Saturday nights. 

MOM’S 
LITTLE 
HELPER
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Quality Care with 
Compassion, Efficiency 
and Excellence

Q
C
an

Servicing ALL 5 boros

Your language and cultural needs are our priority

 RNs, LPNs, Home Health Aides
Hospital and Nursing Home Companions

Hospice Care, PT, OT, Speech and Nutrition
 

Saturday Night Dance Parties!

Private and Group Lessons!

159 20th Street
Brooklyn, NY
(718) 637-3216

3009 Avenue J
Brooklyn, NY

(718) 253-0939

$10 OFF with ad when you register for 
new cycle of Group/Private Lessons

www.dancefeverstudios.com

Salsa
Tango
Hustle

Ballroom
Latin
Teacher Training!

BY COLIN MIXSON
City agencies and utilities turned a 

blind eye on Hurricane Sandy-ravaged Ger-
ritsen Beach until residents forced them to 
look at the devastation the super storm left 
behind, say homeowners who claim it took 
two weeks for government aid to reach the 
community.

Residents in the tiny seaside enclave 
said Hurricane Sandy thrashed and fl ooded 
their homes, but help didn’t arrive until af-
ter community leaders demanded that Con 
Edison and the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency attend a town hall meet-
ing and see the neighborhood’s condition.

“Con Edison and the city had no pres-
ence in Gerristen Beach before the meet-
ing,” said Robin Blanchfi eld, whose Hazel 
Court home was fl ooded during the storm.

Residents say the Department of Sanita-
tion was the only city agency that paid at-
tention to Gerritsen Beach — a community 
that’s home to many cops, fi refi ghters, and 
city workers.

“Sanitation trucks  start ed coming 
three days after the storm,” said Blanch-
fi eld. “If not for them, we’d be living under 
mountains of garbage.”

The Nov. 8 meeting at Resurrection 
Church was organized by Gerritsen Beach 
Cares. Members claim they put the meet-
ing together because no one else would. 

“We were left in the dark by everyone for 
10 days,” said Mike Taylor, the founder of 
Gerritsen Beach Cares. “We were waiting for 
someone to lead us and, when nobody came, 
we and a lot of other neighborhood groups 

and community leaders put this meeting to-
gether to try to fi gure out what’s going on.” 

Taylor claims that Con Ed didn’t know 
that much of Gerritsen Beach was out of 
power until representatives saw the 800 des-
perate residents who attended the meeting.

“I don’t even think they knew we were 
down here until that meeting was held,” 
said Taylor, who said that the church hall 
was still packed even after many residents 
left, realizing that they wouldn’t be given 
an opportunity to speak.

“Some people just got up and left when 
they realized you couldn’t ask questions,” 
said neighborhood resident Laura Golding.

Yet residents say the meeting had its 
desired effect: within a few days aid began 
fl owing to Gerritsen Beach and the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency set up a 
mobile command center in the community 
last week to lend assistance.

“Now there are dozens of Con Ed trucks 
down here and people are getting their 
power restored,” said Taylor.

Con Ed spokesman Allen Drury could not 
speak specifi cally about Gerritsen Beach, 
but said his company worked hard to restore 
power — and had the lights on across much 
of the city by the Nov. 8 meeting.

“By [the time of the meeting, Nov. 8] the 
vast majority of customers had their ser-
vice restored,” said Drury.

The reason many Gerritsen Beach resi-
dents did not have power in the days follow-
ing the forum was likely due to equipment 
failure within homes, not because Con Ed 
failed to restore broader service, he said.

TOTAL LOSS: Gerritsen Beach resident Richie Bennick says he lost everything in Hurricane Sandy. When 
this paper asked him for his cellphone number, he replied with tears in his eyes, “I lost that, too.”

LEFT ALONE
Residents: Gerritsen Beach was forgotten
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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI 
The development com-

pany Lightstone Group 
won’t let Hurricane Sandy 
— or an angry council-
man — stand in the way of 
its plan to construct a mas-
sive housing complex on 
the banks of the Gowanus 
Canal.

The real estate fi rm is 
marching ahead with its 
proposal to build a contro-
versial 700-unit develop-
ment on Bond Street be-
tween Carroll and Second 
streets despite severe fl ood-
ing in the neighborhood 
and the vocal opposition of 
Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Gowanus). 

“The Lightstone Group 
is fully committed to the de-
velopment of its Gowanus 
Canal project in the Carroll 
Gardens neighborhood and 
will move forward to build 
a high-quality, environmen-
tally-sound residential com-
plex,” the company said in 
a statement released to this 
newspaper. 

News that the project will 
advance comes after Lander 

penned an open letter to 
Lightstone Group CEO Da-
vid Lichtenstein last week 
urging the company to drop 
its plans — and claiming a 
residential development at 
the site would put future 
tenants in danger.

“It would be a serious 
mistake for you to proceed 
as though nothing had hap-
pened, without reconsider-
ing or altering your plans, 

and putting over 1,000 new 
residents in harm’s way the 
next time an event of this 
magnitude occurs,” Lander 
wrote.

Lightstone Group spokes-
man Ethan Geto said his 
company “violently objects” 
to the suggestion the devel-
opment would put prospec-
tive residents in jeopardy 
and claims he does not fore-
see fl ooding to be an issue 

because the project will be 
“elevated signifi cantly above 
sidewalk level.”

“If we were going to 
build a project that would 
be vulnerable to fl ooding 
in a major storm like Hur-
ricane Sandy we might as 
well not build the project — 
it wouldn’t be economically 
viable,” said Geto, 

Geto insists the Light-
stone project will be able to 
withstand extreme weather 
conditions as designed, but 
added that the company is 
going to “evaluate the de-
sign in the context of Hurri-
cane Sandy” by consulting 
with environmental agen-
cies and engineers. 

“We will refi ne the proj-
ect if we need to,” said Geto. 
“If our data suggests it needs 
to be further elevated … we 
will do it. We are going to 
build a project that won’t be 
fl ooded,” said Geto.

The complex’s lobby will 
be steps above street level 
and its electrical equipment 
will get extra protection, ac-
cording to Geto.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
President Obama did 

not visit Brooklyn in his 
tour of Hurricane Sandy-
slammed neighborhoods 
last Thursday, outraging 
residents  in the borough 
that cast more votes for the 
commander in chief than 
any other part of the city .

“He should’ve made 
one stop, just to get out and 
say something, let people 
know, ‘Hey, we’re here,’ 
give them some reassur-
ance,” said Coney Island 
resident Alberto Rodri-
guez, an avid Obama sup-
porter who  has been clean-
ing out Sandy-fl ooded 
businesses along Surf Av-
enue . “When people see a 
big fi gure, it means a lot 
for them.”

Brooklynites in other 
storm-battered neighbor-
hoods were similarly miffed 
at the President’s decision 
to fl y over Coney Island and 
Rockaway as he made his 
way to Staten Island.

“We really don’t know 
why he didn’t stop by Red 
Hook,” said Frances Me-
dina, a coordinator with 
the not-for-profi t Red Hook 
Initiative, which has han-
dled much of the recovery 
effort in the washed-out 
neighborhood. “People are 
saying that we’re okay, but 
there are still buildings 
without power and heat. 
The situation is not done.”

“Contrary to popular 
belief, we still need help,” 
Medina wrote on Twitter.

Brooklyn pols called 
on Obama to come to 
Brooklyn as soon as he an-
nounced his tour, claiming 
that the President’s pres-
ence would give the bor-
ough’s Hurricane Sandy 
victims a much-needed 
boost.

Obama’s decision to 
visit Staten Island did just 
the opposite, offi cials say.

“He should come here. 
It is important that he 
visit and for residents to 
get to see him,” said As-
semblyman Alec Brook-
Krasny (D–Coney Island), 
a resident of devastated 
Seagate,  noting that Bam 
lived in Park Slope in the 
1980s . “We are still wait-
ing for him. In these ar-
eas, there are a lot of peo-

ple who voted for him, and 
they are going to be miss-
ing him.”

Councilman Mike Nel-
son (D–Brighton Beach) 
agreed that an executive 
visit would have brought 
comfort and confi dence to 
his weather-wounded dis-
trict.

“Being here and seeing 
people with their homes 
down and damaged, it’s a 
little disappointing. I wish 
he would have come in 
here and see it close up,” 
said Nelson. 

“These are American 
citizens, and it’s like the 
Third World here now. 
Having the power of the 
Presidency on the ground 
here would seem to ensure 
it’s going to get taken care 
of quicker.”

Borough President 
Mar k owitz, Brooklyn’s 
other commander in 
chief, led the charge to add 
Brooklyn onto Obama’s 
itinerary, but ended up 
greeting the leader of the 
free world in Staten Is-
land.

“Obviously, I’d like it 
if he’d stopped in Brook-
lyn,” said Markowitz. “But 
Staten Island got hit badly. 
And we’re one city, and 
I’m thrilled the President 
made the time to join us.”

FLOOD PLAN: The builders behind a proposed 700-unit housing 
complex on the Gowanus Canal won’t back down despite fl ooding 
in the neighborhood during Hurricane Sandy.  

A COMFORTING EMBRACE: 
President Obama hugs Deb-
bie Ingenito on Cedar Grove 
Avenue in Staten Island, a 
street signifi cantly impacted 
by Hurricane Sandy, last 
Thursday. The victorious Bishop Ford Falcons celebrate their 49–6 Public School Athletic League single-A title win over the Christ the King 

Royals by dumping their water cooler over coach Jim Esposito last Saturday. 

Pols smack Bam 
for skipping boro

Making a spash!

Politician warns: There will be fl ood
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BY COLIN MIXSON
A glass-bashing vandal 

attacked at least four ve-
hicles parked along E. 57th 
Street in Mill Basin on the 
night of Nov. 15, busting out 
the cars’ windows.

Ileen Gregan said she 
awoke Friday morning to 
fi nd her Toyota Rav 4, which 
she left parked between Av-
enue O and Filmore Avenue, 
vandalized. The vehicle’s 
driver’s-side window was 
shattered save for a slender 
wedge of glass poking out 
form the corner. Nothing 
was taken, she said.

Gregan soon learned that 
the vandal had smashed the 
windows of two other ve-
hicles on the block — both 
mini vans. Another vehicle 
on the next block was also 
hit, she said.

“Somebody went along 

breaking the windows on 
cars,” she said. “We’ve never 
had this problem before.”

Gregan said she doesn’t 
know why her car was tar-
geted by the vandal — espe-

cially since there were sev-
eral cars to choose from on 
the block.

“There are plenty that 
weren’t hit, I don’t know 
why we were the lucky 
ones,” said Gregan, who 
said the vandal apparently 
had too much time on his 
hands.

“It’s people who have 
been sleeping all morning, 
who should have been out 
helping Hurricane Sandy 
victims,” said Gregan.

Police offi cers said they 
were investigating the van-
dalism.

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding the rash of 
vandalism is urged to come 
forward. Calls can be made 
to the NYPD CrimeStopper 
hotline at (800) 577–8477. 
All calls will be kept confi -
dential. 

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Workers at an Avenue 

M movie and television stu-
dio are causing a parking 
nightmare — and breaking 
the law — angry neighbors 
claim.

Parking has become 
nearly impossible for 
residents and shoppers 
around JC Studios when-
ever the city okays restric-
tions outside the studio be-
tween E. 13th and E. 14th 
streets for fi lm produc-
tion, a problem that has 
been exacerbated by the 
studio’s unwillingness to 
stick to a promise owners 
made two years ago, resi-
dents say.

“JC Studios is thumb-
ing their nose at every-
body,” said Jonathan 
Zemmol, the owner of the 
Yellow Door, a jewelry 
store on Avenue M across 
from the famed stage. 
“They’re being completely 
duplicitous despite the 
clear agreement we have 
worked out.”

Zemmol and other 
community fi gures claim 
that JC Studios promised 
residents at a 2010 meet-
ing that it would only ap-
ply for fi lm permits for 
three streets adjacent to 
its studio — E. 13th Street, 
E. 14th Street, and Locust 
Avenue.

“The agreement was 
that they should only use 
the three sides of the street 
adjacent to the building 
when they get permits 
from the city,” said Chaim 
Deutsch, a staffer with 
Councilman Mike Nel-
son’s offi ce who was pres-
ent at the December 2010 
meeting, held at JC Stu-
dios. “The city would not 
give them space for more 
than just trucks and em-
ployee’s vehicles.”

Deutsch and other resi-
dents say the studio’s pro-
ductions routinely spill be-
yond these three streets.

“Instead of using three 
sides, they get permits for 
blocks of Chestnut, both 
sides of E. 13th and E. 14th 
streets, and both sides of 
Locust Avenue,” he said. 

Yet the studio denies 
ever hashing out an agree-
ment with the neighbor-

hood at all.
“We rent out the studio 

and the production com-
pany comes in with a per-
mit they get from the city,” 
said Rudy Jean, the man-
ager of the studio, which 
has its own parking lot for 
employees. “That’s some-
thing they should call the 
mayor’s offi ce about.”

Jean says he’s never 
heard complaints from 
neighbors, but residents ar-
gue it’s gotten worse since 
the soap opera  “As the 
World Turns”  stopped tap-
ing there in 2010.

“Before, everything 
was in-house; they didn’t 
do anything to disrupt 
the neighborhood,” said 
Boruch Moskovitz, a resi-
dent of E. 13th Street who 
claims he routinely has 
trouble fi nding space to 
park on his block. “All of 
a sudden they’re abusing 
the permits they’re get-
ting with private vehicles 
and taking away parking 
from the community.”

The city confi rmed 
that it has given 18 fi lm-
ing permits to JC Studios 
in 2012, but said that, as a 
rule, parking in permitted 
areas was limited to pro-
duction vehicles.

“We continue to moni-
tor the parking situation 
in the vicinity and regu-
larly send out fi eld rep-
resentatives to ensure 
that a production is in 
compliance with its per-
mits,” said Marybeth Ihle, 
a spokeswoman for the 
Mayor’s Offi ce of Media 
and Entertainment.

EVIL FUN: Ileen Gregan stands beside her damaged Toyota Rav 
4. A vandal busted the vehicle’s drivers-side window while it was 
parked along E. 57th Street on Nov. 15.

PARKING WARS: Boruch 
Moskovitz says that JC Stu-
dios is breaking a longstand-
ing agreement it had with 
the community to reduce its 
parking burden. 

Brian McGinn lends a hand by pushing a wheelbarrow as volunteers clean up the Hurricane Sandy-hammered Santos White Garden 
on Mermaid Avenue and W. 21st Street in Coney Island on Nov. 17. 

Locals: Studio 
a parking hog

Chipping in

Pain in the glass for residents
Vandals shatter windows of four vehicles in Mill Basin
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BKLYN COMPANY

VOTED 1ST PLACE 
BEST SALON 2012

RANKED TOP 5 
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Berlin

Colour

Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Pilo Arts Blow Out

Receive 2 FREE CERTIFICATES
total value $62

(Two Creative Stylist Blow Outs $31 each)

 SALE ENDS 12/31/12

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Coney Island Hospital 

is open but still healing 
from Hurricane Sandy’s 
assault, according to city 
health officials who say 
the medical facility won’t 
be able to take emer-
gency patients for several 
months.

Hospital officials say 
they will receive mil-
lions from the City Coun-
cil as well as some fed-
eral money to speed up 
repairs, but last month’s 
super storm flooded the 
building’s first f loor and 
basement, destroying 
thousands of dollars of 
radiology equipment and 
making the emergency 
room inoperable.

“It’s a long, compli-
cated project and it’s go-
ing to take a while,” said 
Alan Aviles, president of 
the New York City Health 
and Hospitals Corpora-
tion — the agency that 
runs the publicly-funded 
Coney Island Hospital.

The damage to Coney 
Island Hospital was so 
severe that city officials 
had to remove it from the 
city’s 911 system, meaning 
that Southern Brooklyn 
residents needing emer-
gency care will be shut-
tled to either Brookdale 
Hospital near Canarsie of 
Lutheran Medical Center 
in Sunset Park.

Currently, Coney Is-
land Hospital personnel 
can only offer walk-in 

care and prescription re-
newals. 

But hospital executive 
director Arthur Wagner 
is confident that the emer-
gency room extension be-
ing built before the hur-
ricane struck would be 
available to patients next 
month.

“We’re expecting to be 
able to receive patients af-
ter next week,” said Wag-
ner, estimating that the 
hospital should be able to 

care for 100–125 patients a 
day — half its former ca-
pacity.

It will take months 
of renovations and new 
equipment acquisitions 
before Coney Island hospi-
tal will be able to receive 
911 patients, hospital offi-
cials said.

“We’re not sure yet 
when we’re going to be 
ready,” said Robert Coo-
per, the hospital’s associ-
ate executive director.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The Eldorado will roll 

again next summer — as 
long as mechanics can get 
the water out of the bumper 
cars’ gas tanks!

Gordon Lee, the new 
owner of the  beloved Auto 
Skooter and arcade,  reached 
an 11th-hour arrangement 
with Thor Equities to hold 
onto the Surf Avenue prop-
erty for one more season, 
but Hurricane Sandy had 
other plans for the People’s 

Playground staple.
“We had a great two-

day event, then all of a sud-
den we got hit with Hurri-
cane Sandy,” said Lee, who 
added that the storm surge 
submerged all of the Eldo-
rado amusements that have 
thrilled beach-goers since 
1972. “I don’t have to tell you 
how damaging salt water is 
to electronics.”

Thor Equities owner Joe 
Sitt bought the Eldorado 
property from owner Sheila 

Fitlin in March, sparking 
concerns this summer would 
be the last time one could — 
as the sign says above the 
door — “Bump your a-- off.”

Lee secured a lease, but 
Hurricane Sandy rained on 
any celebration. The storm 
destroyed many classic ar-
cade games and the wooden 
skeeball cabinets swelled up 
and fell apart. The bumper 
cars and the arcade’s famous 
sound system was also seri-
ously damaged, he said.

“Right now, what I’m in 
the middle of is preserving 
as much property as I can,” 
said Lee. 

But he already knows 
the cost will be high: a new 
bumper car runs $5,000, 
and even the parts for one 
could easily cost more than 
$1,000 — and that’s without 
paying for shipping and 
customs fees to bring the 
items from the Italian bum-
per car manufacturer he 
deals with. 

FIXER-UPPER: Gordon Lee has a new lease for Eldorado Auto Sk-
ooter, but the hurricane destroyed its beloved bumper cars. 

EMERGENCY!: Ambulances park outside of Coney Island Hospital 
on Oceen Parkway, which was hit so bad by Hurricane Sandy that 
the medical facility’s emergency room was rendered completely 
inoperable.

Eldorado back for another bump

Coney Island Hospital in 
critical after hurricane

Chris Chavez chips in and helps rake up Canarsie Park on Seaview Avenue and E. 89th Street 
on Saturday, part of the city’s effort to spruce up neighborhood parks before the winter. 

Raking it in!
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GREENHOUSE CAFE LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sun. Nights

Valet Parking

917-379 -9388 Call For Music Schedule

          Early Bird Special
CHOICE OF BEVERAGE

CHOICE OF ENTREE
Roast Loin Of Pork With Baconkraut And Bass Ale Gravy

Marinated Sliced Steak With Sauce Bordelaise
Sauteed Shrimp Scampi

 Chicken Parmagiana Or Francaise 

Grilled Balsamic Glazed Ghicken Over Broccoli Rabe & Yukon Gold Potatoes

Served With Potato Or Rice And Fresh Vegetables

$1995
Per person

Plus tax 
& gratuity

  APPETIZER

Red Or White

Grand Caesar Salad

with 
 COFFEE or TEA

CHOICE OF ONE
  OR  

BOOK EARLY FOR THE HOLIDAYS.....

Gluten-Free Pizza and Pasta
Lunch & Dinner Specials

Cucina Italiana
Fine Italian Dining RosaNonna Da

FEATURING
 Upstairs Bar and Lounge Area
 Adult Dining
 Daily Happy Hour 4-7:30 (except Monday)
 Drink Specials

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Yemi Amu believes that fi sh 

poop can change the world — or 
at the very least change an aban-
doned Bushwick lot into a thriv-
ing farm.

She and her partner Jonathan 
Boe have spent the past year set-
ting up small aquaponic gardens 
— closed systems that use fi sh 
feces and water to feed plants — 
and now they’re planning their 
masterwork: a fi sh-poop-powered 
urban farm at the Moore Street 
Market in Bushwick. 

“It saves water and you don’t 
need a lot of space,” said Amu, 
who is constructing the urban 
oasis under the moniker Oko 
Farms. “You can do more than 
you could do with a soil-based 
garden and you get both fi sh and 
vegetables.”

An aquaponic system fi lters 
waste from freshwater fi sh — 
think tilapia, goldfi sh, or koi — us-
ing a bacteria that converts am-
monia to nitrates: plants’ favorite 
food.

“All you have to do is feed the 
fi sh high-quality food and it does 
the rest itself,” said Amu. 

So far, Amu and Boe have set 
up fi ve aquaponic systems around 
the city, including one at the Breu-
kelen Coffee House on Franklin 
Avenue that is already producing 
basil, mustard greens, and mint.

“They’re going to start serving 
sandwiches and use the vegeta-
bles,” Amu said.

They also installed a small 
aquaponic system inside the 
Moore Street Market several 
weeks ago and are waiting for the 
soil to have enough nitrates to 
plant vegetables.

But the outdoor farm planned 
for the vacant lot next door to the 
market is far leap from any of 
their earlier projects. 

“We want to use it to grow veg-
etables that will be used by the 
vendors in the market and also 
use it for community education 
and to teach kids about urban ag-
riculture,” said market manager 
Joan Bartolomeo, who is also the 

president of the Brooklyn Eco-
nomic Development Corporation. 

It was Bartolomeo’s idea to 
bring new life to the unused lot, 
which was the site of a vacant 
home until the city purchased the 
plot and demolished the building 
in the mid-aughts while offi cials 
fl irted with the idea of tearing 
down the Moore Street Market 
and constructing housing.

When city planners changed 
their mind about closing the mar-
ket, the lot became overgrown 
with weeds and strewn with li-
quor bottles.

The proposal has earned the 
support of Community Board 
1 and must still win approval 
from the city, but by next spring, 
Bartolomeo hopes it will be in 
bloom.

“The lot is hemmed in by build-
ings and there’s not a lot of sun-
light, so it seemed like something 
other than traditional planting 
methods would be best,” she said. 
“And since we don’t get southern 
exposure, we’re going to plant a 

lot of leafy greens.”
Amu and Boe plan to build a 

greenhouse to contain the fi sh 
farm, which they say can thrive 
even during a chilly Brooklyn 
winter. 

“If you dig the pond deep 
enough, the fi sh can go to the 
bottom where it’s warmer,” said 
Amu. “Or you use seasonal fi sh 
— once it’s cold, you harvest the 
tilapia and add a cold water fi sh 
like trout. Just like you grow win-
ter crops when it’s cold, you grow 
winter fi sh.”

‘Aquaponic’ garden to use marine life for fertilizer

WATER WORLD: Yemi Amu, one of the founders of Oko Farms, will build an “aqua-
ponic” farm in Bushwick that utilizes waste produced by freshwater fi sh to pro-
vide fertilizer for plants in a vacant lot beside the Moore Street Market, pictured 
below. 

FISH FUEL FARM

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
Gi

ov
an

ni
ni



N
OV. 25, 2012, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

9

You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 
having THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller
1117-57 Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11219
Visit: 

www.brooklynspinecenter.com
*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

ADVERTISEMENT

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 

B’klyn, NY 11219 718.234.6206
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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Bay Ridge rockers 

brought more than 350 
big-hearted Brooklynites 
out to the Salty Dog on 
Sunday — where the 
bands jammed and con-
cert-goers dug deep into 
their pockets to benefit 
Hurricane Sandy victims.

The 10-hour concert 
at the popular Third Av-
enue bar raised more 
than $14,000, with Brook-
lyn music legend Frankie 
Marra and other neigh-
borhood favorites rocking 
all day and night. 

The lump sum will di-
rectly aid storm-ravaged 
victims in hard-hit areas 
across Brooklyn, Queens, 
and Staten Island, Marra 
said.

“The turn out was just 
phenomenal and all the 
bands were excellent,” 
said Marra, who spear-
headed the event in the 
firefighter-themed wa-
tering hole between 76th 
Street and Bay Ridge 
Parkway. “It was an out-
pour of love and support.”

Classic rock and south-
ern rock acts that per-
formed included Frankie 
Marra and his band — fea-
turing special guest John 
Rafferty — Lepore, Cas-
sone, and D’emic; Dirty 
Stayouts with Janice Hig-
gins; and High Tides. 

The Piranha Brothers; 
The Ridge; Radio Daze; 
Head N’ South; and Out of 
the Blue also performed, 
Marra said.

Event organizers also 
collected a multitude of 
supplies ranging from 
toys to cleaning products 
to pet food, which was do-
nated by concert attend-
ees. 

“We have enough sup-
plies to fill a U-Haul,” said 
the neighborhood head-
liner. 

“I’m elated with what 
we raised. What we are 
doing is just a drop in a 
bucket, but we need all of 
those drops because the 

devastation is just phe-
nomenal,” he said.

All of the money and 
donations raised will be 
divided up among hurri-
cane recovery funds in-
cluding the Breezy Point 
Cooperative Disaster Re-
lief Fund, the Brooklyn 
Recovery Fund, and the 
Tunnels to Towers Hur-
ricane Sandy Relief Fund 
for Staten Island. 

Many displaced fami-
lies whose homes fell vic-
tim to the storm came out 
to the concert and had 
the opportunity to speak 
to a Federal Emergency 
Management Agency of-
ficial who was on hand 

to answer any questions, 
Marra said. 

“They needed this cel-
ebration to let their hair 
down and listen to some 
good music,” he said. 

A displaced woman 
who lost her Breezy Point 
home in the storm won a 
complete kitchen set that 
was donated by Joe’s Ap-
pliances on Fifth Avenue. 

Longtime Bay Ridge 
resident Paulie SanFil-
ippo said it made him 
“feel great to be apart of 
an event like this.”

“The bands were great 
and the energy level was 
amazing,” said SanFil-
ippo. “It’s always great 
to see the people of Bay 
Ridge come out to support 
a great event and have a 
lot of fun while doing it 
— it’s a win-win situation 
for everybody.”

Bands collect $14,000 in marathon show

LUMP SUM: (Above) Breezy 
Point resident John Cadotte 
collected money from big-
hearted Brooklynites at the 
relief concert. (Left) Bay Ridge 
rocker Frankie Marra put to-
gether the 10-hour jam fest and 
fund-raiser at the Salty Dog bar 
on Third Avenue.  

Rockin’ out to aid 
hurricane victims

187 State Street (between Court & Boerum)

718-852-1421
Holiday Hours: Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 11am-5pm 
**Sunday Dec. 16th and 23rd 12pm-5pm**
Watch & Jewelry Restoration On Premises!

SATNICK’S  
FINE JEWELRY & WATCHES

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY PROMOTION:

$100 OFF 
Any Purchase of $300 or More*

Win a Destination  
Wedding!*
In U.S. Europe, Bermuda, or the Caribbean

*One $500.00 voucher towards the total price of travel will be awarded and must be redeemed with Jirau Travel-Cruise Planners. All sales are final and all Promotions may not be 
combined with any other discounts or previous sales. Engagement rings, Designer Jewelry, antiques/watches, custom orders and special orders are excluded from this sale. Quantities 

of merchandise are limited and on a first come – first serve basis. Lay-a-ways and merchandise bought before Nov. 2nd does not apply to this sale. Sale ends Dec. 25th, 2012.

Buy One, Get One FREE On Select Earrings 

and Bracelets

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
Gi

ov
an

ni
ni



N
OV. 25, 2012, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

11

BY COLIN MIXSON
The kitchen’s gone, the 

equipment’s gone, and the 
fl oor is gone, but Wheeler’s 
Restaurant will be back, ac-
cording to the Sheepshead 
Bay staple’s proprietor.

“There’s no time table 
right now, but we are con-
tinuing to work at it, but you 
can expect to see Wheeler’s 
in the future,” said owner 
Mike Starace.

Like many Sheepshead 
Bay Road businesses, 
Wheeler’s was fl ooded when 
Hurricane Sandy’s 14-foot 
tidal surges hit the area. 
The fl oodwaters damaged 
the fl oor, warped the wood 
paneling and tossed about 
heavy objects as if they 
were made of cardboard.

“I have an eight-foot bot-
tle cooler which holds about 
40 cases of beer and it was 
fl ipped on its side,” said 
Starace. “It would take fi ve 
men to move that, without 
the beer in it.”

Taking stock of his losses, 
Starace found there was 
only one thing that he could 
salvage from his bar and res-
taurant — the bar itself.

“It’s okay,” Starace as-
sured this paper. “But the 
tables and chairs took a beat-
ing. The equipment is all 
shot, the stoves, refrigerators, 
dish washer all need to be re-
placed, but we’ll be back.”

Currently, the beloved 
purveyor of burgers and 
booze is working on getting 
power back to his sockets, 
and hopes for a late Decem-

ber opening.
He plans on using the 

down time to make Wheel-
er’s better than it’s ever 
been.

“It will be better than 
ever and the prices will not 
go up, ” said Starace. “The 
cheeseburgers will remain 
the same, good as ever.”

Wheelers is just one of a 
dozen Sheepshead Bay res-
taurants still bailing out af-
ter Hurricane Sandy’s visit. 
Many restaurateurs on Em-
mons Avenue either remain 
without power or cleaning 
out their fl ooded eateries.

Across from the Sheep-
shead Bay UA movie theater 
on Harkness Street, the TGI 
Friday’s remains closed.

Jordan’s Lobster Dock 
opened for the fi rst time 
since the storm on Satur-
day, although the beer taps 
weren’t working. Randaz-
zo’s Clam Bar on Emmons 
Avenue remained close, but 
owner Rosemary Randazzo 
told the blog Sheepshead 
Bites that they will reopen 
before Thanksgiving.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Talk about making an 

assist!
Mets pitching ace and 

 one-time Brooklyn Cyclone  
Johan Santana and team 
CEO Jeff Wilpon spent some 
of the offseason lending a 
hand — and an arm — when 
they became relievers for a 
day, handing out lunches to 
needy hurricane victims in 
Coney Island on Nov. 13.

Wilpon and No-han 
swung by the People’s Play-

ground to distribute lunches 
fi rst at Our Lady of Solace 
Church on W. 17th Street 
and Mermaid Avenue, and 
then at Coney Island Gospel 
Assembly on W. 29th Street 
and Neptune Avenue, before  
both headed home. Santana 
followed up his volunteer ef-
fort with a $25,000 donation 
to the offi cial rebuilding ef-
fort, Coney Recovers.

The Amazins’ ball club 
said the two wound up in Co-
ney on their own initiative. 

“The guys decided they 
wanted to go out and help out 
on their own, because it was 
close to home,” said Mets 
spokesman Troy Watson.

Watson recalled that San-
tana had pitched just blocks 
away at MCU Park in Au-
gust, when the two-time Cy 
Young Award Winner was 
coming off the disabled list 
following an ankle sprain.

Coney Recovers — a 
project of the newly formed 
business group The Alli-

ance for Coney Island — ap-
plauded the way Wilpon and 
Santana took the mound for 
their team, and the Venezu-
elan southpaw’s moneyball.

“The fact that he not 
only came down to meet 
with families affected by 
the hurricane and made a 
donation to the recovery 
effort shows he is just as 
much a great individual as 
he is a talented pitcher,” 
said spokesman Kenneth 
Hochman.

Santana becomes a Coney reliever!

Wheeler’s: We’ll 
be wheeling again VARICOSE VEINS

Non-Surgical Alternative for the Treatment of Varicose Veins

Effective New 
Procedures are  
Now Available!
NO HOSPITAL STAY  
OFFICE-BASED  
PROCEDURE
Comprehensive Care  
and Treatment for Most  
Problems Associated  
with Varicose Veins.

Large Varicose Veins
Painful Varicosities
Ulceration and Skin  
Changes
Spider Veins and  
Vericoses

TREATMENTS 
INCLUDE:

Endrovenous Laser
Sclerotherapy
Microphlebectomy

For More Information, Please Call: Dr. Philip J. LoPresti

461 Park Ave. South (@ 31st Street) New York, NY 10016

PITCHING IN: Mets ace and one-time Brooklyn Cyclones southpaw 
Johan Santana helped hand out supplies at our Lady of Solace 
Church in Coney Island on Nov. 13.

WE’LL BE BACK: Wheeler’s will 
return better than ever after 
Hurricane Sandy.
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ATTENTION 
BROOKLYNITES!

Courier Life Publications — the most 
powerful name in news from Canarsie to 
Greenpoint — is proud to launch its new 
website, BrooklynDaily.com, featuring 
fresh news, arts and features from all 
the neighborhoods that matter to you.

Click on BrooklynDaily.com every day 
for coverage of Brooklyn that is faster, 
better and deeper than any other online 
publication. Every day, you’ll get all 
the top-notch coverage you’ve come to 
expect from the Bay News, Brooklyn Graphic, Kings Courier, Mill-Marine 
Courier, Bay Ridge Courier and Brooklyn Courier — and more!

BrooklynDaily.com — your one-stop shopping for Brooklyn news.

ONLINE NOW!

There’s a new source for news in your neighborhoods:

Market SpecialS & Menu Online: JOrdanSlObSter.cOM
cOrner Of 2771 knapp St. & belt pkwy (exit 9 Or 9a) SheepShead bay

Special ThankS
To Brooklyn Borough preSidenT MarTy MarkowiTz 

for helping uS reopen afTer The STorM!

Hours: sun.–THurs. 9am–9pm • Fri. & saT. 9am–11pm

Lobsters
JorDAN’s

3 $30F
O
R

•Guaranteed•
to averaGe over  

1 1/4 Lbs eAch

•Live or•
steAmeD
no Limit

•retaiL•
mArket 

oNLy

•Fresh Fish•
shrimp and  
cLAms too

JorDAN’s cLAm bAr

exp 
12/7/12

Lobster dinner seciaL

$2000
+tax

incLudes:
1 • 1/4 Lb Lobster
steamed or broiLed• 
Fries or corn on the cob• 
any Fountain beveraGe• 

1-800-404-cLAWExp
12/7/12

Free
parkinG

By Eli RosEnBERg
Democratic Coun-

cilman Michael Nelson 
knows who he’s thankful 
for this Thanksgiving — 
and the guy’s a Republi-
can!

GOP state Sen. David 
Storobin reached a hand 
across the aisle to give Nel-
son (D–Midwood) some as-
sistance — as well as some 
common dry ground — af-
ter Hurricane Sandy dam-
aged the city legislator’s 
Voorhies Avenue office.

Storobin said Nelson 
and his staff could use his 
Avenue U office  until they 
could bail out their water-
logged digs — an offer Nel-
son quickly accepted.

“It was very helpful 
being able to be at Sen. 
Storobin’s office. We were 
able to get so much done,” 
said Deborah Weiss, Nel-
son’s chief of staff.

Weiss said Storobin 
called Nelson in the days 

after the storm to offer the 
use of his space, but the 
councilman was only able 
to retrieve the message 
after his phone finally re-
ceived cell service on Nov. 
5.

Once Nelson accepted, 
his staff mobilized quickly, 
moving into Storobin’s 
place on Nov. 7 — the day 
after the highly partisan 
election that saw Storobin 
lose the so-named “super 
Jewish district” to Demo-
crat Simcha Felder.

Still, Weiss said 
Storobin — who won a 
squeaker of an election to 
take over disgraced for-
mer state Sen. Carl Kru-
ger’s seat in the spring 
and gained notoriety for 
sponsoring a bill to out-
law gay marriage during 
one of his 11 days in Al-
bany — was a class act, al-
lowing Nelson’s four staff 
members to relocate their 
computers, desks, as well 

as give them free access 
to the fax and copy ma-
chines.

“The accommodations 
made by Sen. Storobin 
were extremely comfort-
able,” gushed Weiss, who 
said Storobin told Nelson’s 
staff that they could stay 
as long as they needed to. 
“He was extremely gra-
cious and our staff and the 
councilman are grateful 
for allowing us to use it.”

Hurricane Sandy 
flooded Nelson’s office, as 
well as the building’s base-
ment and elevator shaft. 
The storm also knocked 
out all power on Voorhies 
Avenue.

Nelson’s staff ulti-
mately returned to their 
building on Nov. 13, but 
not before learning a valu-
able lesson in bipartisan-
ship.

Yet this isn’t the only 
instance of politicians 
from different parties 

and political persuasions 
working together in San-
dy’s aftermath.

Republican New Jersey 
governor Chris Christie 
praised President Obama’s 
leadership immediately 
following the storm, in the 
most high-profile incident 
of post-storm bipartisan-
ship. Closer to home, Bay 
Ridge Democrats leader 
Justin Brannan is team-
ing up with Conservative 
Party activist Liam Mc-
Cabe to host a fund-raiser 
named “Brooklyn South 
United for Hurricane 
Sandy Relief,” on Wednes-
day at the Corner Kitchen 
and Bar.

But political experts 
say Brooklynites shouldn’t 
expect the love fest to last.

“In a natural disas-
ter there can be no par-
tisanship,” said veteran 
political strategist Hank 
Sheinkopf. “People are 
not cold or hungry or wet 

in a Republican or Demo-
crat way, and that’s why 
you’re seeing people of 
different parties getting 
along.”

“When they get back 
to work in the legislature 
and city council, it will 
most likely just go back to 
what it was,” he said.

GOP state senator helps displaced Democratic councilman

Across the Aisle: Republican Sen. David Storobin opened his 
office to Democrat Councilman Michael Nelson (inset) and his staff 
after Hurricane Sandy hit.

Sandy’s strange bedfellows
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BY CHUCK O’DONNELL
The Nets’ new mascot is a dark knight 

— and the team’s owner, none other than 
Bruce Wayne.

Billionaire owner of the newly minted 
Brooklyn basketball team Mikhail Prok-
horov is a larger-than-life character, a tall, 
handsome bachelor athlete with the ability 
to reach for rim, and now he’s a comic book 
hero, too.

“If there ever was a real-life Bruce 
Wayne, It’s Mikhail Prokhorov,” said au-
thor Tony Laplume, who wrote the bio-
graphical comic about the Nets owner “Or-
bit: Mikhail Prokhorov.” 

Laplume’s bio-comic traces Prokhorov’s 
meteoric rise from Moscow schoolboy to 
one of the richest, most infl uential men in 
the world, touching on everything from his 
love of martial arts to his $200 million in-
vestment into Russia‘s fi rst hybrid car.

Brooklynites likely won’t see the Rus-
sian mogul jumping across rooftops in Clin-
ton Hill or Greenpoint in a black cowl and 
cape under the cloak of night, but Laplume’s 
book shows off the vibrant life of a playboy.

The 24-page full-color comic is an infor-
mative and fun read without airbrushing 
Prokhorov’s blemishes, like his arrest — 
and the eventual dropped charges — for fl y-
ing in several women to a party in France, 
the 12-month period he lost $5 billion, his 
doomed run for the presidency in Russia, 
and even his failed attempt to lure all-star 
center Dwight Howard to the Nets.

But the man known as the “Bachelor 
Billionaire” has his share of success stories 
— especially with the ladies.

“I suppose the most surprising ele-
ment [of researching the comic] was the 
playboy, bad boy image he’s inadvertently 
cultivated, which was one of the reasons I 
made the comparison with Bruce Wayne,” 
Laplume said. “That’s the main ingredient 
of Batman’s alter ego ably demonstrated in 
Christopher Nolan’s fi lms.”

But like Bruce Wayne, parts of Prokho-
rov’s origin-story remain shrouded in mys-

tery. Vancouver, Wash.-based Bluewater 
Productions, which has featured everyone 
from Steve Jobs to Justin Bieber in its bio-
comic series, reached out to Prokhorov for 
his help, if not his support, with the comic. 
Since he didn’t respond, there was no way 
of learning more about his childhood.

“The formative development of any 
public fi gure never really gets its due, and 
Prokhorov is no different,” LaPlume said. 

Brooklyn knight rises in comic book

BY WILL LEVITT
You know you prefer a Pinot 

Grigio to a Chardonnay, but do 
you know your favorite varietal 
of olive oil?

A new olive oil shop O Live 
Brooklyn has bottles lining its 
shelves and sitting in crates like 
a liquor store, and the owner 
hopes enthusiasts will be talk-
ing about extra virgins like they 
would a single malt or an old 
Bordeaux. 

“It’s like wine, single varietal 
olive oil with tastes from mild to 
robust and peppery,” said owner 
Greg Bernaducci in his spot-
less new tasting room and retail 
shop in South Williamsburg. 

Tasting olive oils is reminis-
cent of wine tasting as well. 

Shoppers interested in sam-
pling should fi rst hold a sam-

ple cup between their hands to 
warm it and release the full fl a-
vor. After a smell, they should 
sip the olive oil through their 
teeth with plenty of air — just 
like tasting a fi ne wine.

Flavor notes range from 
smooth, clean and mellow to 
grassy, pungent and even spicy. 

But fl avor isn’t the only con-
sideration. 

The so-called FFA count, 
Bernarducci says, denotes the 
“free fatty acids” in an olive oil, 
and is one of the many markers 
of a specifi c oil’s acidity and 
freshness.

Country of origin and crush 
date are just a few of the other 
considerations to keep in mind 
when picking out the right ol-
ive oil — perhaps this season’s 
Frantoio from Chile, an oil with 

a remarkably olive-like fl avor. 
While other olive oil stores 

have been popping up across 
the country for a few years 
now, Bernaducci hopes his 12 
varietals of extra virgin olive 
oils and 11 infused olive oils 
will have Brooklynites think-
ing twice before just picking up 
any old bottle of the stuff. 

With rotating, seasonal se-
lections from countries as far as 
Chile and Australia, there’s no 
shortage of options.

Plus, he sells balsamic vin-
egar and other oils as well. 

“Once people come and taste, 
they really like it,” he says. 

O Live [60 Broadway be-
tween Berry Street and Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 
384–0304, www.olivebrooklyn.
com].

SIP, THEN SNIFF: Greg Bernarducci treats olive oil like wine at his new shop O Live in 
Williamsburg.

Olive oil tasting room slides into 
Williamsburg’s culinary scene
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HE’S A NET-VENGER: Mikhail Prokhorov isn’t just the 
owner of Brooklyn’s new home team — he’s also a comic 
book hero, thanks.
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
An 82-year-old widow who 

lives in a rent-controlled apart-
ment in Brooklyn Heights’ ritzy 
Bossert Hotel is preparing for 
the fi ght of her life now that the 
landmarked building has been 
sold.

Monica Grier raised a family 
in the three-bedroom apartment 
that she rents for less than $1,000 
per month. 

She moved there in the late 
1960s when the iconic hotel — 
once considered the Waldorf-As-
toria of Brooklyn and the place 
where the Brooklyn Dodgers cel-
ebrated their 1955 World Series 
championship — had become a 
home to transients.

Now, she has lawyered up be-
cause she fears the building’s 
new ownership, which is plan-
ning to return the well-main-
tained property to its glorious 
hotel past, will try to force her 
out.

“When they go altering 
things, there are a number of 
things that can go wrong,” said 
Grier. “You always wonder what 
is it, and I didn’t want to wait 
and see.”

But an attorney for the new 
ownership, Clipper Equity and 
the Chetrit Group, said Grier and 
the three other tenants that live 
in the building have nothing to 
worry about.

“The owner recognizes there 
are four protected tenants who 
live in the building and their 
rights will be fully protected,” 
said Michael Sillerman, who 
added that he wasn’t aware that 
Grier had hired a lawyer. 

But Grier’s attorney, Richard 
Klass, hinted that landlords will 
sometimes make life difficult 
on tenants with guaranteed low 
rents in hopes of forcing them 
out — and he wants to make sure 
that doesn’t happen to his cli-
ent. 

“Our concern is that they 
maintain the property and all 

the systems as they have in 
the past and continue to recog-
nize their tenancy,” said Klass. 
“Whatever repairs or altera-
tions are done to the structure, 
we want to make sure the incon-
veniences are kept to a mini-
mum.”

The developers  purchased 
the building this summer and 
announced plans to turn it into 
an elegant 302-room hotel with a 
“neighborhood feel.”

They expect the rooms to go 
for rates of about $250 per night .

The hotel, which sits on the 
corner of Montague and Hicks 
streets, was built in 1909 by lum-
ber magnate Louis Bossert.

It was purchased by the Watch-
tower Bible and Tract society in 
1988.

That group, the corporation 
used by the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
for its business purposes, metic-
ulously renovated the building 
and used it as a space to house 
staff.

Grier moved into the Bossert 
Hotel with her husband George 43 

years ago, when the building was 
a much less fancy place where 
tenants were outnumbered by 
“guests.”

“Mostly, the four corners were 
apartments and a lot of the rest of 
the building was transients,” she 
said in her charming English ac-
cent.

Back then, it was much eas-
ier — and cheaper — to find a 
place in the building. 

In fact, it was so easy to fi nd a 
place that Grier and her husband 
even let one of her apartments in 
the Bossert go during a summer 
spent in Great Britain.

“When we came back, there 
was a woman we knew who had 
an apartment we liked, so we 
waited for her to be gone and then 
we took it,” Grier said.

And she has lived there ever 
since.

Brooklyn Heights resident, 82, wants to keep living in landmarked Bossert

NOT CHECKING OUT: Monica Grier, a longtime resident of the Bossert Hotel on 
Montague Street in Brooklyn Heights, is worried she will lose her rent-controlled 
apartment now that new ownership has taken over the landmarked building. The 
new landlords plan to reopen the historic structure as a hotel. 

FEELING AT HOME IN HOTEL
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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Who needs the ING New 

York City Marathon when 
you can run 26.2 miles with-
out leaving the borough?

Nearly 500 distance run-
ners pounded the pavement 
on Prospect Park’s curvy 
loop — and it’s notorious 
hill — on Nov. 18 for the sec-
ond annual Brooklyn Mara-
thon.

And this year’s winners 
made the borough proud.

Greenpoint resident Ben 
Leese — a member of the 
North Brooklyn Runners 
club — was the fi rst one to 
cross the fi nish line, com-

pleting six full loops around 
the park and three smaller 
ones in a course record of 
two hours and 37 minutes

Crown Heights run-
ner Samantha Bower was 
thrilled to set a new wom-
en’s record with a time of 
three hours and four min-
utes.

“It’s an indescribable 
feeling. I’m still riding on 
cloud nine,” said Bower, 
who earned the win in 
her third-ever marathon. 
“Brooklyn is such a unique 
borough and it’s really neat 
to take part in something 
that’s so community based. 

There was so much support 
in and around the park.”

Brooklyn Marathon or-
ganizers tried to increase 
the number of runners from 
500 to 1,500 after Hurricane 
Sandy led to the cancella-
tion of this year’s ING New 
York City Marathon.

But Prospect Park of-
fi cials nixed their request, 
saying they couldn’t make 
space for the added runners 
with the park’s roadway 
serving as a staging area for 
emergency service equip-
ment following the storm.

Still, members of the 
Asics-set say the marathon 

was a race to remember.
“It was spectacular,” 

said Brooklyn marathon 
organizer Steve Lastoe of 
NYCRuns. “We had a very 
enthusiastic crowd and ev-
erybody had a good time. 
It was a true community 
event in every sense of the 
word.”

And marathon planners 
even changed things up a 
bit this year and dished out 
a luscious piece of cheese-
cake from Cousin John’s 
Bakery to all fi nishers. 

“That was a special 
touch,” said Bower. “It was 
so good.”

OFF TO THE RACES: (From left) Samantha Bower was the fi rst 
woman to cross the fi nish line at the Brooklyn Marathon, while Ben 
Leese set a new record at the second annual 26.2 road race in 
Prospect Park. 

Brooklyn Marathon a runner’s high

“We will elevate the basement to a level where 
we believe it won’t be fl ooded,” he said. “If there is 
some water that would get into low ground spaces 
we will design and locate mechanical equipment 
to protect it from fl ooding by insulating all of the 
electrical wires, systems, and cables.”

The proposed canal-abutting development has 
been contentious from its start, when the luxury 
home builders Toll Brothers won a hard-fought 
rezoning to permit housing on the site, then 
scrapped the plan after the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency named the fetid Gowanus Canal 
a Superfund site requiring a lengthy and costly 
federal cleanup.

This summer, Lightstone Group picked up 
where Toll Brothers left off — bypassing much of 
the city’s land-use review process by advancing 
a similar proposal that will rise no more than 12 
stories above the waterway.

But unlike the 500 condos that Toll Brothers 
suggested, Lightstone Group wants to construct 
an additional 200 units by fi lling the building 
with smaller rentals.

Before work begins, Lightstone Group must 
gain the approval of the City Planning Commis-
sion — where Lander says he will lobby against 
the development.

Geto says Lander should be an ally of his com-
pany — not an opponent.

“We are setting a standard here that will be 
a model for future development on the Gowanus 
Canal and [Lander] should be pleased by that,” he 
said.

Continued from Page 3

Gowanus
Street Block Association.

Krashes says the so-called 
“black cars” park in front of 
fi re hydrants or idle in ille-
gal spaces near the arena un-
til clients are ready to leave.

Neighbors claim cops do 
little to enforce the rules of 
the road — and police in the 
community say hired cars 
are a real issue.

“Black cars have been a 
problem,” said 78th Precinct 
deputy inspector Michael 
Ameri, who noted his offi -
cers are already stretched 
thin focusing on safety is-
sues around the arena. “We 
really have to work on stag-
ing black cars.”

A Nov. 14 visit by a re-
porter and a photographer 
for this newspaper con-
fi rmed that black cars of all 
types idle and park illegally 
on Bergen Street, Sixth Ave-
nue, Fourth Avenue, and Pa-
cifi c Street.

Hired drivers say cops 
typically look the other way 
when they park in front of 
hydrants or in other illegal 
spaces, but move their cars 

upon police request.
That said, the cabbies pre-

fer to keep the taxies warm 
and at the ready.

“An honest cop will give 
us a pass,” said a driver 
whose limo was parked on 
Fourth Avenue and claimed 
that only “brownies” — a 
pejorative expression for 
traffi c enforcement offi cers 
— give tickets for such of-
fenses.

Representatives from 
the Barclays Center prom-
ised they were investigating 
neighbors’ concerns, and the 
city says it anticipated an in-
crease in black cabs and has 
been working with developer 
Forest City Ratner since be-

fore the arena opened.
“We are continuing to 

review all enforcement of 
street regulations and work-
ing with agencies to coordi-
nate transportation initia-
tives and responses based 
on on-going operations,” said 
Barclays Center spokesman 
Joe DePlasco. 

To keep idling black cabs 
from turning neighborhood 
streets into a parking lot, the 
Department of Transporta-
tion says it will create an 
experimental “staging area” 
for hired cars on the south 
side of Atlantic Avenue be-
tween Sixth and Vanderbilt 
avenues.

“There will be little com-

munity impact as this block 
is currently under-utilized,” 
a spokesman from the De-
partment of Transportation 
said.

No black cars were parked 
on that stretch of Atlantic 
Avenue when the legendary 
rockers The Who played last 
week — and neighbors aren’t 
happy to see the row of park-
ing spaces go to cabbies dur-
ing coveted evening hours.

“What are we doing, giv-
ing free parking to limos?” 
said Gib Veconi, who lives 
on Park Place near the arena 
and wrote a piece about the 
limos for  the Atlantic Yards 
Watch  blog. “[This is] more 
public space for the benefi t of 
the Barclays Center.”

Drivers said it would take 
them as long as 10 minutes 
to get from Atlantic Avenue 
to the arena’s main entrance 
after an event — enough of a 
delay to potentially tick off 
their clients.

“When they build a sta-
dium like this and put it in 
a residential area, we don’t 
know what to do,” said Ar-
mando Lombardo, a limo 
driver who brought four fans 
from Westchester to The Who 
concert. “Where do we go?”

Continued from Page 1

Limo 

NO PARKING: Residents say chauffeured black cars — like this ille-
gally parked limousine on the Sixth Avenue bridge — are clogging the 
neighborhood on event nights at the Barclays Center.
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A sight-seeing swan took 
a wrong turn in Southern 
Brooklyn and ended up on the 
Belt Parkway — forcing cops to 
shadow the wandering water-
fowl for its own safety.

Motorists must have been 
wondering if an Afl ac com-
mercial was being fi lmed 
(albeit with a swan instead 
of a duck) near the Flatbush 
Avenue exit as they spotted 
the bird waddling down the 
west-bound shoulder, appar-
ently unfazed by the vehicles 
zooming past it.

It’s unclear what encour-
aged the bird to hit the bricks, 
but witnesses said the web-
footed wanderer successfully 
accessed an on-ramp  before 
heading toward Sheepshead 
Bay. —Tom Tracy

A wing and 
a prayer!

Street, who said that a woman who 
sold her Bay Ridge home two years 
ago returned to her offi ce shortly 
after Sandy wiped out her house in 
Breezy Point. 

But realtors say because of the 
poor economy, most apartment ten-
ants are staying put. Facing a low 
vacancy rate, realty agents are des-
perately looking for available apart-
ments.  

“We know all the building owners, 
and they’re telling us nothing’s avail-
able,” said Winnicki. “It makes me 
sick because there’s nothing we can 
do for a lot of these people.” 

Other realtors say that there are 
few Bay Ridge apartments that will fi t 
expanded families. 

“They’re coming from big houses, 
families of six or seven people and 
maybe two pets,” said Urszula Pedzi-
wiater of Alpine Realty at the cor-
ner of 84th Street and Fifth Avenue. 
“They want a three-bedroom apart-
ment or a house to rent, and we don’t 
have that.”

Pedziwiater said another problem 
is that the Hurricane Sandy victims 
want to rent month-to-month since 
they don’t know how long it will be be-
fore they can return to their fl ooded 
home — and most landlords want ten-
ants to sign year-long leases. 

“My advice is they should sign one-
year leases, and then if they go back, 
talk to the owners and see if they can’t 
break the lease,” Pedziwiater recom-
mended.

Continued from Page 1

Refugees 

to step away and enjoy a bever-
age and enjoy them from afar for 
a moment.”

Bedford Hill owner Allison 
Stuart said she hit on the idea 
of giving people-makers a deal 

after noticing a boom in chil-
dren in the neighborhood — and 
hearing their parents complain 
about them.

“One night, there was a dad 
in here and another couple, and 
they were all talking about how 
hard it was to raise kids,” said 
Stuart. “That’s when I decided 
we needed to have some kind of 

happy hour for parents.”
Stuart has been running the 

promotion since the summer, 
and asks only that breeders 
bring in pictures of their kids to 
earn the discount, so you don’t 
have to belly-up with your baby 
to save. 

“How else are you going to 
prove you have kids, unless you 

bring in your kid?” said Stuart. 
“And that defeats the purpose of 
happy hour.”

Happy hour for parents at 
Bedford Hill Coffee Bar [343 
Franklin Ave. at Greene Avenue 
in Clinton Hill, (718) 636-7650 
bedfordhillbrooklyn.com]. Sat-
urdays from 8 pm through 11 
pm.

Continued from Page 1

Bar 

fallen trees on city streets alone. 
“He said we’re not supposed to be 
doing that, but I said in a crisis, I’ll 
do whatever I have to.”

Deutsch claims city offi cials 
told him that if the fallen tree 
wasn’t causing an emergency, its 
date with a mulch pile will have 
to wait two weeks — something 
a man with a gassed-up chain-
saw at the ready can’t fathom. 

“We already did a large part 
of the Parks Department’s job 
by cutting down 75 trees,” the 
safety patrol leader said.

Parks Department offi cials 
say that only agency foresters 
and contractors with special 
permits can take an ax to a city 
tree — even in an emergency. 
Even if a tree falls on private 
property, the homeowner must 
hire a contractor who would 
then have to get the  Parks De-
partment’s permission to touch 
the perennial plant.   

“Non-certifi ed foresters who do 
not have permission from Parks 
should not go out with chainsaws 
and remove trees,” said Parks De-
partment spokeswoman Megan 
Lalor. “It’s dangerous.” 

But the city’s redwood-hard 
policy has left a lot of Southern 
Brooklyn homeowners with 
fallen trees in front of their 
homes barking mad.

“The Parks Department does 
not do a good job with trees,” 
said Sheepshead Bay resident 
Allen Popper. “They do a terri-
ble job. Chaim Deutsch and the 
Flatbush Shomrim were doing 
everything Bloomberg’s people 
should have done.”

Deutsch says he’s put down 
his chainsaw, but is ready to 
pick it up again if another Hurri-
cane Sandy-type emergency hits 
the borough.

“You cannot rely on the city, 
because the city doesn’t always 
have the resources,” Deutsch 
said. “We prepare ourselves, on 
our own, to help as much as pos-
sible.”

Continued from Page 1

Arbor anger 

CHAIN GANG: Chaim Deutsch and his cohorts of urban woodsman, the Flat-
bush Shomrim, were responsible for dissecting and carting off 75 trees that 
had fallen across Brooklyn roadways during Hurricane Sandy.
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TEN WINNERS – 
DRAWING DATE DECEMBER 17, 2012

Bring this completed entry form to Customer Service by 
12/16/2012. 

Macy’

Flatbush Ave. & Ave. U, Brooklyn, N 718-253-684 kingsplazaonline.com

Name

Address

City            State   Zip 

Email 

Phone

One entry per person. Must be 18 years or older. 
Complete details and rules available at Customer Service.

att

Visit with

now through
December 24

Pick up your

money-saving
offer booklet!

Available at
Customer Service. Valid November 23, 2012 – January 1, 2013


