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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Christmas trees come in 

a variety of shapes, sizes, and 
hues — but are they organic? 

Longtime Vermont or-
ganic tree farmers have re-
turned to Brooklyn this holi-
day season and have set up 
shop at a number of street 
corners throughout the bor-
ough, selling only their har-

diest, homegrown, chemical-
free evergreens. 

Each Christmas season 
for the past two decades, 
Adam Parke, along with his 
crew of family and friends, 
trucks south with thousands 
of fresh cut trees from his 
207-acre herbicide-and-pesti-
cide-free Windswept Farm in 
northeastern Vermont — but 

for Parke it’s no easy task to 
raise Christmas-tree worthy 
conifers with absolutely no 
chemicals. 

“It takes a lot more care 
to grow organically and it 
takes a lot more years to get 
the trees to size,” said Parke 
outside one of his tree stands 
on the corner of Clinton and 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The signs, they are a-changin’!
The Shore Theater’s iconic sign 

has been removed from the land-
marked Coney Island building, 
according to the property holder, 
who says that the  Hurricane 
Sandy-mangled marquee  is unfi x-

able and will have 
to be replaced. 

Horace Bull-
ard — who bought 
the former movie 
house in 1978 
— said that the 
iconic sign is past 
repair. One of its 
letters blew away 
in the storm, 
which turned the 

sign’s base into a mass of wind-
twisted metal.

“It’s too far gone,” said Bull-
ard. 

The property owner says he 
plans to fi nd a replacement sign, 
but wouldn’t speculate as to how 
much it will cost or how much he’s 
willing to spend on a building that 
hasn’t been open to the public for 
decades.

The Shore Theater, which was 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Cops arrested two Mc-

Donald’s employees for 
dousing each other in hot 
cooking oil during a fracas 
inside the Canarsie fast-
food restaurant, this paper 
has learned.

Police say that Kishana 
Cox, 26, was taken into cus-
tody on Nov. 9 for drenching 

a 19-year-old co-worker dur-
ing an argument inside the 
Rockaway Parkway eatery 
between Glenwood Road 
and Conklin Avenue.

The co-worker, identi-
fi ed as Vernon Forbes, was 
also arrested for dousing 
Cox in the bubbling fry fat 
“without provocation,” ac-

Continued on Page 16

Continued on Page 16Continued on Page 6

Nets youth dancers are big 
stars at Barclays Center
BY ELI ROSENBERG

The young talent at the Bar-
clays Center has won the bor-
ough’s support thanks to theatrics 
on the hardwood — and the most 
amazing thing about this new 
crop of stars is that they’re all un-
der the age of 14.

Sure, the Brooklyn Nets are 
impressing hoops fans with their 
solid play, but many spectators say 
the stadium’s biggest standouts 
are the members of the Brooklyn 
Nets Kids dance team.

The young troupe, made up of 
dancers between the ages of 7 and 
13 years old, have emerged as per-

haps the best —  and certainly the 
most adorable  — attraction at the 
arena as other sideline entertain-
ment offerings have taken fl ak 
from critics.

Team representatives say it’s 
no surprise the tykes are fan fa-
vorites, and that the squad only 
got better after it moved from New 
Jersey and held a huge audition 
that brought 400 adolescent danc-
ers to Long Island University this 
summer.

“There are such talented kids 
here in New York,” said Kimber-
lee Garris, the director of enter-

Continued on Page 15
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CHEMICAL-FREE: Brianna 
Parke has the latest in or-
ganic Christmas trees.

BROOKLYN BOOGIE: The Brooklyn Nets Kids Dance team are the one thing 
about the Nets that everyone agrees is awesome.

Oil fi ght at McD’s O organic Christmas tree

Shore’s 
sign falls 
to Sandy
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Saturday Night Dance Parties!

Private and Group Lessons!

159 20th Street
Brooklyn, NY
(718) 637-3216

3009 Avenue J
Brooklyn, NY

(718) 253-0939

$10 OFF with ad when you register for 
new cycle of Group/Private Lessons

www.dancefeverstudios.com

Salsa
Tango
Hustle

Ballroom
Latin
Teacher Training!

Quality Care with 
Compassion, Efficiency 
and Excellence

Q
C
an

Servicing ALL 5 boros

Your language and cultural needs are our priority

 RNs, LPNs, Home Health Aides
Hospital and Nursing Home Companions

Hospice Care, PT, OT, Speech and Nutrition
 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Brooklynites won’t have 

to travel far to mess with 
Texas when the Alamo 
Drafthouse — Austin’s leg-
endary dinner-and-a-movie 
joint — opens an outpost in 
Downtown.

The restaurant and cin-
ema will be a part of the 
long-planned City Point 
mega-development, which 
 includes retail , offi ces, 
housing, and what could be 
 the borough’s tallest build-
ing .

The seven-screen theater 
will start showing movies 
in 2015, the  same year a Cen-
tury 21 department store is 
slated to open its doors  in 
the complex bounded by the 
Fulton Mall, Flatbush Av-
enue Extension, Fleet and 
Willoughby streets, and Al-
bee Square .

The Texan cinema ti-
tans say they can’t wait to 

bring their th-eatery to the 
borough.

“I am extremely excited 
about the major develop-
ment in Downtown Brook-
lyn and proud to be a part 
of it,” said Alamo Draft-
house founder and CEO 
Tim League. “Although 
more than two years on the 
horizon, I can tell you that 
the City Point Brooklyn 
Alamo will be our best the-
ater yet.”

The Alamo pioneered 
the growing movie house 
trend of offering sit-down 
meals and alcoholic bever-
ages when it brought caba-
ret-style tables and second-
run pictures to the hipster 
capital of the southwest in 
1997.

Patrons order food and 
beverages by writing their 
orders on slips, which wait-
ers pick up during the fi lms. 

Over the past 15 years, 

the Alamo has grown to 
screen indies and blockbust-
ers alike in six locations in 
Austin, as well as theaters 
throughout the country in 
cities including San Fran-
cisco and Denver. 

The cinema chain — 
which is planning outposts 
in Manhattan’s Upper West 
Side and in Yonkers — has 
also gained notoriety for 
its refusal to play trailers 
or other commercials and 
its zero-tolerance policy to-
ward talking and texting.

It won’t be the fi rst place 
in Brooklyn that combines 
the silver platter and the 
silver screen. The Nitehawk 
Cinema in Williamsburg 
also offers dinner and bev-
erages served by waiters 
during fi lms. That theater 
shows fi rst-run, indie, and 
midnight movies, and plays 
experimental fi lms before 
each showing.

Texas th-eatery to open on Fulton Mall

DINNER AND A MOVIE: John Martin, president and partner at the Alamo Drafthouse Cinemas, has 
opened several combination movie houses and restaurants in Texas — and now his food-and-fl ick 
business model is coming to Brooklyn.

REMEMBER 
THE ALAMO!
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Developers say they’ll pave 

over a parking lot and put up 
paradise next to the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music when they 
build a cultural center topped 
with housing.

Two Trees Management 
plans to break ground next year 
on a 32-story high-rise featuring 
studios and cinemas for BAM, a 
branch of the Brooklyn Public 
Library, space for the African 
diasporan cultural organization 
651 Arts, a public plaza for out-

door performances, retail space, 
and 300 to 400 residential units 
on a triangular plot bounded by 
Ashland Place and Flatbush and 
Lafayette avenues.

Replacing the city-owned 
parking lot with the develop-
ment is a no-brainer, said Two 
Trees director of special proj-
ects Dave Lombino.

“Right now, it’s an eyesore 
and a missed opportunity to 
connect everything that’s hap-
pening in Downtown Brooklyn,” 
he said. 

The idea for the project has 
been kicking around since 
2004 and Two Trees — a huge 
player in DUMBO that has 
started branching out of the 
neighborhood by  developing 
the Wythe Hotel  and acquir-
ing  the Domino Sugar Factory 
in Williamsburg  — came on 
board in 2009.

The company, helmed by 
DUMBO pioneer David Walen-
tas, took its time sorting out 
architectural plans amid the 
faltering economy. It recently 

brought in celebrity architect 
Enrique Norten, who previously 
 designed a glassy but controver-
sial Carroll Street building  and 
is already working with Two 
Trees on  a twisting staircase-
like structure dubbed Mercedes 
House in Manhattan .

Planners say the proposed 
structure, which must pass 
through the city’s land-use re-
view process, will be a work of 
art worthy of its prominent loca-
tion in the so-called BAM Cul-
tural District.

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
The controversial plan 

to shrink the areas that 
feed into two of Park Slope’s 
most beloved schools passed 
the test last Wednesday 
night.

Neighborhood educa-
tion offi cials voted in fa-
vor of the Department of 
Education’s rezoning plan, 
cutting new lines through 
the community in a bid to 
reduce crowding at the pop-
ular but packed PS 321 and 
PS 107.

Members of the District 
15 Community Education 
Council stood before more 
than 50 anxious parents and 
voted unanimously in favor 
of the remapping proposal, 
which was fi rst drafted in 
October and then adjusted 
in November.

“We have some of the 
best schools in the coun-
try — our biggest prob-
lem is that we are severely 
overcrowded in almost ev-
ery school in the district. 
That’s not helpful to kids 
learning,” said council vice 
president Mark Kolman. “I 
have to vote for this. There 
isn’t much of a reasonable 
choice.”

The new maps don’t af-
fect current students, but 
they nix roughly a dozen 
blocks from the area zoned 
for PS 321 including:

• The blocks bounded by 
Third and Fourth avenues 
between President Street 
and Sixth streets, and the 
blocks bounded by Fourth 
and Fifth avenues between 

President and Fifth streets. 
Students cut from the 

highly regarded Seventh 
Avenue school will now 
attend a new elementary 
school set to open next year 
in the former St. Thomas 
Aquinas building on Eighth 
Street and Fourth Avenue, 
which has been temporar-
ily housing PS 133.

Areas cut from PS 107 
include:

• The blocks bounded 
by Sixth and Seventh av-
enues between 11th and 
14th streets, and the blocks 
bounded by Eighth Avenue 
and Prospect Park West be-
tween Windsor Place and 
Prospect Park Southwest. 

Kids cut from that zone 
will attend PS 10 in Wind-
sor Terrace.

The new maps were met 
with harsh opposition from 
their inception, with angry 
moms and dads who were 

nixed from the zones out-
raged over the fact their 
not yet school-aged kids 
won’t get seats in the most-
respected elementaries in 
the family-centric neigh-
borhood.

Park Slope dad Jona-
than Uretsky, who moved 
to Third Street between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in hopes his 2-year-old 
would one day attend PS 
321, is one of many parents 
who was crushed by the de-
cision.

“I’m very disappointed. 
The overwhelming major-
ity of people moved to where 
we live to put their children 
in PS 321,” said Uretsky. “It 
has got a reputation to be 
one of the best schools in all 
of New York City.”

Uretsky is now consider-
ing moving just one block 
away so his child is once 
again in the PS 321 zone.

IN THE ZONE: Education offi cials voted to shrink the areas feeding 
into PS 107 and PS 321 (pictured) in hopes of reducing crowding at 
the popular Park Slope schools.

Juliet Courgis, 11, keeps warm with some hot chocolate during a chilly Nov. 28 Christmas tree 
lighting by the Shore Road Parks Conservancy in Bay Ridge.

WHAM, BAM: A planned high-rise will offer 
300–400 apartments and space for cultural 
groups including the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music and the Brooklyn Public Library. 

New school maps approved, 
twilight for old Slope zones

Cold night, hot cocoa

Builders: Lots to love about tower

Ph
ot

o 
by

 S
te

ve
 S

ol
om

on
so

n 

Fi
le

 p
ho

to
 b

y 
Se

ba
st

ia
n 

Ka
hn

er
t 



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

DE
C. 

9,
 2

01
2

4

GREENHOUSE CAFE LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sun. Nights

Valet Parking

917-379 -9388 Call For Music Schedule

          Early Bird Special
CHOICE OF BEVERAGE

CHOICE OF ENTREE
Roast Loin Of Pork With Baconkraut And Bass Ale Gravy

Marinated Sliced Steak With Sauce Bordelaise
Sauteed Shrimp Scampi

 Chicken Parmagiana Or Francaise 

Grilled Balsamic Glazed Ghicken Over Broccoli Rabe & Yukon Gold Potatoes

Served With Potato Or Rice And Fresh Vegetables

$1995
Per person

Plus tax 
& gratuity

  APPETIZER

Red Or White

Grand Caesar Salad

with 
 COFFEE or TEA

CHOICE OF ONE
  OR  

BOOK EARLY FOR THE HOLIDAYS.....

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Menu

CASA PEPE & TIO PEPE

Appetizer
Pulpo a la Gallega (sautéed octopus with garlic, olive oil & sea salt)

Almejas Tío Pepe (littleneck clams with olive oil, white wine & parsley)
Chorizo a la Parrilla (charcoal grilled Spanish chorizo)

Soup or Salad
Ensalada Pepe (mesclun, cucumbers, tomatoes & Manzanilla olives)

Sopa de Mariscos (seafood soup with lobster, shrimp, clams, mussels & brandy

Entree
Pargo Molinera (red snapper fi llet sautéed with shrimp & mushrooms)

Pollo Mar y Monte (breast of chicken stuffed with Gulf shrimp & cheese)
Tournedos Pepe (fi let mignon medallions sautéed with shallots & 

mushrooms & fl ambéed with brandy)

Dessert
Brazo Gitano (vanilla sponge roll cake with pine nuts)

Crema Catalana (the original crème brulee)

Beverage
Café o Té (Coffee or Tea) served with Turrón Español - (Spanish Christmas Nougat)

$45.00
à la carte menu also available

New Years Eve Party $65 p.p.

Call for Reservations

www.pepesrestaurants.com

Open Christmas Day Closed Christmas Day 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Bushwick dog lovers are 

so excited about a newly 
opened pup run that at least 
one neighbor went out and 
purchased a pooch just so 
he could enjoy the new ame-
nity.

Raymundo Rios said he 
couldn’t help himself when 
the city announced plans 
for the dog run — which fea-
tures separate areas for big 
hounds and little canines — 
in the northeast corner of 
Maria Hernandez Park.

“I’ve been living here 
15 years and when I heard 
they were putting in a dog 
park, I decided to get a dog,” 
said Rios, 20, as he watched 
his fi ve-month-old pit bull, 
Loki, roughhouse with a 
couple of other dogs. “It’s 
good for the dogs and it’s a 
good way to meet people.”

Neighborhood puppy 

lovers such as Jackie Tor-
res — who claims she has 
received seven separate po-
lice citations for letting her 
two dogs off leash in Ma-
ria Hernandez Park — say 
the new dog run is much-
needed. 

Torres brings her pups 

Logan Blue, a German 
shepherd–Dalmatian mix, 
and Maximus, a Shih Tzu, 
to the new bark park every 
day, and when she’s there 
she hands out treats to all 
of the dogs (many of whom 
she knows by name) and 
even changes the trash bags 
when they get too full.

“They gave it to us, now 
it’s up to us to maintain it 
so they don’t close it down,” 
said Torres, who pushes 
Maximus in a baby stroller 
while Logan Blue trots 
alongside her. “Some people 
don’t clean up their dogs’ 
poop, but I can’t let it just sit 
there and make the whole 
place unsanitary.”

The Parks Department 
says it installed new fenc-
ing, curbs, benches, trash 
cans, and doggie drink-
ing fountains inside in the 
$558,000 puppy paradise — 

making it the eighth offi cial 
dog run in the borough.

Amy Rush, who recently 
settled in Bushwick, is par-
ticularly pleased by the 
pooch playground because 

she feared there wouldn’t 
be enough space for her 
dog when she moved to the 
neighborhood from Atlanta.

“I’m surprised and 
happy that this is here,” 

said Rush, who has a 
nine-year-old mutt named 
Ohren. “I like that neigh-
bors get together and talk 
about the weather and our 
dogs.”

DOG DAYS: A pile of pups, including Raymundo Rios’s pit bull in the blue harness, make friends at the 
Maria Hernandez Park dog run. 

ALL RUN OUT: Liz Russo and 
her Pomeranian, Pierogi, are 
psyched about the new dog 
run at Maria Hernandez Park in 
Bushwick.  

Puppies, humans 
love new dog run
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SELECTED TOP 200

BKLYN COMPANY

VOTED 1ST PLACE 
BEST SALON 2012

RANKED TOP 5 

OF 20,000 SALONS
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Berlin

Colour

Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Pilo Arts Blow Out

Receive 2 FREE CERTIFICATES
total value $62

(Two Creative Stylist Blow Outs $31 each)

 SALE ENDS 12/31/12

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional
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SATNICK’S
100th YEAR ANNIVERSARY SALE!

SATNICK’S FINE JEWELRY
187 State Street (Between Court & Boerum) 718-852-1421

Holiday Hours: Mon-Fri 10am to 6:30pm - Sat 11am to 5pm
***OPEN SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16th & 23rd 11am to 6pm*** 

Trade in your old jewelry and receive 10% extra towards your new purchase!

*One $500.00 voucher towards the total price of travel will be awarded and must be redeemed with Jirau Travel-Cruise Planners. All sales are final and all 
Promotions may not be combined with any other discounts or previous sales. Engagement rings, Designer Jewelry, antiques/watches, custom orders and special 

orders are excluded from this sale. Quantities of merchandise are limited and on a first come – first serve basis. Lay-a-ways and merchandise bought before  
Nov. 2nd does not apply to this sale. Sale ends Dec. 25th, 2012.

Sterling Silver Jewelry

$15.00 and up

14kt Gold Jewelry

$50.00 and up

Semi-Precious Jewelry

$25.00 and up

Men’s Jewelry
$25.00 and up

All Brand Name Watches

$75.00 and up

Murano Glass Jewelry
$25.00 and up

Diamond Stud Earrings
$99.00 and up

14kt Gold Diamond
Engagement Rings

$795.00 and up

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY COLIN MIXSON
A Sheepshead Bay panel 

is blasting the city’s plans 
to bring select bus service 
along Nostrand Avenue 
between Sheepshead Bay 
and Williamsburg, claim-
ing that the double buses 
expected to be used will 
gobble up precious parking 
spaces.

The Department of 
Transportation just re-
ceived a $29-million grant 
so it can move ahead with 
the select bus plan — as well 
as create a dedicated lane 
for buses — but Community 
Board 15 members shot the 
proposal down, claiming 
that the articulated buses, 
which are about twice the 
size of a regular bus, will 
not be able to fi t into a typi-
cal bus stop and will force 
the city to remove parking 
spaces.

“The bus stops must be 
elongated to handle this 
long bus,” said Theresa 
Scavo, chairwoman of CB15. 

“If you ride down Nostrand 
Avenue, especially near 
the new supermarket, you 
don’t have room for park-
ing. The question is, how 
many parking spots will 
this remove?”

The answer to Scavo’s 
query is not many, accord-
ing to Department of Trans-
portation spokesman Nich-
olas Mosquera.

“Combined with the con-
solidation and relocation 
of other bus stops, the proj-
ect will affect seven park-
ing spaces out of a total of 
1,050 spaces on the project 
route within CB15,” said 
Mosquera, who added that 
Sheepshead Bay residents 
will benefi t greatly from the 
upgraded service.

“Residents will have 
faster, more reliable, and 
more frequent bus service 
that connects them to the 
subway and to the rest of 
Brooklyn.”

The new service will 
save straphangers 25 min-

utes of travel time, Mos-
quera said.

Part of the grant would 
go towards installing dedi-
cated bus lanes on Nostrand 
Avenue running along the 
B44 route, which begins in 
Sheepshead Bay, then splits 
at Foster Avenue, with 
northbound buses travel-
ing down Bedford Avenue 
and New York Avenue and 
southbound buses travel-
ing along Nostrand Avenue 
until the route ends in Wil-
liamsburg.

The lane will be off lim-
its to cars from 7 am to 7 
pm on weekdays, and open 
to general traffi c overnight 
and all weekend.

Work on the new service 
is expected to begin before 
the year is out, and will be 
in operation sometime next 
fall.

The B44 is the city’s 
fourth busiest bus route, 
ferrying 44,300 passengers 
on an average weekday, ac-
cording to city offi cials.

Plan to link Williamsburg and Sheepshead Bay with bigger buses takes heat from motorists

FIGHTING FOR SPACES: Transit honchos say a plan to run “select” bus service on Nostrand Avenue 
next year will reduce the commuting time for straphangers, but Community Board 15 chairwoman 
Theresa Scavo says the bigger articulated buses will eat up parking spots in Sheepshead Bay. 

Drivers fear long buses will eat up parking
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cording to court records.
Both victims reported burns 

to their ears and wrists — and a 
super-sized order of searing pain, 
police said.

A new manager at the eatery 
said that neither employee still 
works at the McDonald’s.

“I don’t think they work here,” 
she said.

Calls to Cox and Forbes’s law-
yers were not returned.

Continued from page 1 

Fry fi ght
The source

for news in your

neighborhood:
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Check your jewelry box for broken, tangled 
or mismatched jewelry - rings, earrings, 
pendants, watches, bracelets - and we will pay 
you top dollar instantly! 

Call us today for an appointment, and we’ll 
appraise and buy your items on the spot.

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Invite your friends and family to make quick cash.
It’s a fun, safe and convenient way for you and your 

friends to turn your outdated gold jewelry into cash!
30%
EXTRA CA$H
YOU WILL RECEIVE AN EXTRA 

30% IN CASH WHEN WE 
PURCHASE YOUR GOLD *

Present this coupon upon your price quote and you 
will receive an extra 30% cash bonus. Bonus cannot 
exceed $100. This coupon may not be combine with 

any other promotion or special price offer. Limit 
1 coupon per customer. Offer expires 12/23/2012.

(718) 339-GOLD 4653

VISIT US ON THE WEB  www.cashforgoldbk.com

BROOKLYN, NY

Nothing to Lose,  
Everything to Gain!

1623 Ave. U  
Near East 17th St.

DCA# 1361142

4905 Ave. N  
Near Utica Ave. 
DCA# 1373537

2233 65th St.  
Near Bay Parkway 

DCA# 1420833

2619-2 86th St.  
Near West 13th St. 

DCA# 1408714

252 Flatbush Ave.  
Near St. Marks Ave.

DCA# 1383520

WE BUY  
PAWN 

TICKETS 

STORE HOURS:

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR, LIMITED 1 PROMOTION PER PERSON. 
*GET ONE ENTRY BLANK FOR EACH $200 WE BUY FROM YOU. IF YOU SELL US $1000 OR MORE WE WILL DOUBLE YOUR ENTRIES! 

BRAND NEW MINI iPAD RAFFLE

216-17 Merrick Blvd.  
Springfield Gardens

DCA# 1387619

QUEENS, NY
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        VISIT US ONLINE: WWW.RISTORANTEVACCARO.COM

BOOK A PARTY 
Before December 22, 2012 & Receive 

10% OFF 
YOUR ENTIRE CATERING ORDER

Full Traditional 
New Year’s Dinner

with 
Champagne Toast, 

Noise Makers & 
Live Music 

with Sal Casta

OUR
PARTY ROOM

Holiday Catering
On or Off Premises

(Between 67th & 68th Street)

For Reservations & Parties 
Call  718-238-9447

RISTORANTE VACCARORISTORANTE VACCARO
Cucina Italiana

1 st Annual 
New Year’s Celebration

RING in 2013 
at Vaccaro’s!

RING in 2013 
at Vaccaro’s!

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

SPECIAL THANKS
TO BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT MARTY MARKOWITZ 

FOR HELPING US REOPEN AFTER THE STORM!

LOBSTERS
JORDAN’S

3 $30F
O
R

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

STEAMED MARKET 
ONLY

 
CLAMS TOO

JORDAN’S CLAM BAR

EXP 
12/13/12

$2000
+TAX

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
12/13/12

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Riding the G train might seem 

like a trip into Dante’s “Inferno,” 
but subway boosters claim it’s 
straight out of a Joseph Heller 
novel.

Activists working to better 
the G train say the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority has cre-
ated a catch-22 by refusing to make 
any service improvements on the 
line due to low ridership. But crit-
ics claim ridership on the so-called 
Brooklyn Local remains low sim-
ply because service is so bad.

Members of the Riders Alli-
ance claim the MTA is shooting 
itself in the foot by refusing to run 
G trains more reliably, allow free 
above-ground transfers to nearby 
lines, or add more rolling stock to 
the diminutive four-car line.

“If they make the changes, the 
increased ridership will bring 
in the money that will justify the 

changes,” said Dustin Joyce, who 
claims the transit authority’s lack 
of interest in the line is hindering 
the growth of G-dependent neigh-
borhoods including Greenpoint, 
Fort Greene, and Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, among others. “They could 
attract a lot more development in 
those neighborhoods if they had 
reliable transit.”

Infrastructure and transporta-
tion experts including New York 
University adjunct professor Sarah 
Kaufman say the MTA must do ev-
erything it can to lure more riders 
rather than let lousy service ride.

“In other cities, transit compa-
nies are almost begging people to 
take transit instead of driving,” 
said Kaufman. “In New York City, 
trains are at capacity during rush 
hour, but that’s not true in the 
outer boroughs. There is room to 
attract more people into public 
transit in the outer boroughs and 

keep them out of traffi c.”
But the MTA refutes the para-

dox and says it won’t budge until 
more riders fl ock to the much-ma-
ligned line.

“We schedule service to match 
ridership,” said agency spokes-
man Charles Seaton, who added 
that the MTA has already made 
concessions G train riders when it 
dropped its own initiative to elim-
inate fi ve beloved stops in Park 
Slope, Windsor Terrace, and Kens-
ington earlier this year.

Activists and experts say sim-
ple fi xes would attract huge num-
bers of riders — with the easiest 
being the implementation of free, 
above-ground transfers between 
the G train’s Broadway stop with 
the J and M trains at Hewes and 
Lorimer, which shuttle commut-
ers to Manhattan.

“Creating a free transfer be-
tween the G and the J and M would 

be huge,” said Kaufman. “That 
could really reduce the overfl ow 
on the L. They could do these 
things for a trial period and see if 
there’s any ridership movement.”

The transit agency says it will 
not allow the free switcheroo, de-
spite offering a similar transfer 
between the F line and the 4, 5, 6, 
N, Q, and R trains in Manhattan.

Many Brooklynites including 

Riders Alliance member Casey 
Dinkin and her boyfriend say they 
stay away from the G line simply 
because of its terrible reputation.

“We avoid the G at all costs,” 
said Dinkin, who moved into an 
apartment on Metropolitan Ave-
nue where she can hop the L train. 
“If it were better, we would take it. 
We would go to dinner in Brooklyn 
instead of going into the city.”

MTA pins service improvements to ridership, but 
riders say people won’t come until service improves

TRANSIT PARADOX: Activists say the Metropolitan Transportation Authority could 
boost ridership on the G train by bettering service — but the agency says improve-
ments aren’t an option until ridership increases.

G TRAIN’S ‘CATCH-22’
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BY MIKE MCAVOY
Erasmus Hall High School 

squeezed out a nail-biting 15–14 
victory over Tottenville High 
School at Yankee Stadium on 
Tuesday — a victory that both 
made the Dutchmen city cham-
pions and successfully exor-
cised the demons that plagued 
the team during last year’s title 
fight.    

Dutchmen Oumar Coulibaly, 
Tysene Foster, and Rujel Henry 
gang-sacked Tottenville back-up 
quarterback Joshua Rainey on 
the Erasmus 30-yard line as time 
expired, giving the unbeaten 
team its fi rst crown in the Public 
School Athletic League’s top divi-
sion. Erasmus Hall won ‘B’ cham-
pionships in 1986 and 1987 and lost 
a title game against Lincoln High 
School last year.

“We all remembered the 
feeling we had after last year’s 
game,” running back Curtis 
Samuel said. “So we were saying 
we didn’t want to come out and 
feel that again.”

The win was an uplifting ex-
perience for head coach Danny 
Landberg, who lost his Rockaway 

home in Hurricane Sandy. He said 
he drew strength from his players 
as the team rallied around him.  

“This is very emotional for 
me,” Landberg said. “I fought a lot 
of demons in my life, but I got my 
boys and they’re my medicine. I 
need them.”

His players doused him in ice 
water and raised him up while 
running onto the fi eld in celebra-
tion but, at the time, Landberg 
couldn’t fully grasp what he and 
his team had accomplished.

“I’m sure it’s going to settle in 
later,” he said. “I can tell you this 
is a better feeling than last year.”

Samuel, who was injured for 
last year’s fi nal, made sure of 
that: he ran for 118 yards and had 
40 receiving. Senior quarterback 
Matt Domina had Erasmus’s fi rst 
score, on a six-yard run in the 
fi rst quarter. Samuel gave the 
Dutchmen a 15–14 lead with 2:07 
left in the third on a two-point 
conversion run after Jonathan 
Samerson’s three-yard touch-
down scamper. 

Landberg said he had no 
qualms about lining up Samuel in 
the Wildcat position for a direct 

snap, even though the team only 
needed an extra point to tie. 

“He’s the best player I’ve ever 
coached at Erasmus. No ques-
tion,” he said of Samuel. 

Samuel proved that by getting 
the biggest two yards in program 
history as he leapt into the end 
zone. 

“I saw the hole, and I was head 
to head with a defender, and I 
knew I could get over him,” Sam-
uel said.

The points came right after 
Tottenville took a 14–7 lead when 
quarterback Brandon Barnes — 
who missed the fi nal two drives 
with a shoulder injury — scored 
from four-yards out. Tottenville 
marched 31-yards in 35 seconds 
on the game’s fi nal drive before 
the Dutchmen brought the grid-
iron squad to a halt. 

During the fi nal play, Couli-
baly’s eyes never left Rainey 
knowing that a year’s work was 
at stake.

“I wasn’t thinking about any-
thing but going for the guy with 
the ball,” the defensive end said. 
“I didn’t even know time expired 
after it, I was just going all out.”

Erasmus Hall Dutchmen snag city title in nail-biter

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The city wants to spend $2 

million to illuminate Coney Is-
land’s iconic Parachute Jump, 
but some residents say they 
would rather see the money 
used to keep the lights on in 
communities left powerless by 
Hurricane Sandy. 

“This is like buying a Cadillac 
when you can’t afford a bicycle,” 
former Community Board 13 
member Todd Dobrin said about 
the city’s Parks Department’s de-
cision to add more bling to the 
73-year-old landmark.

Dobrin said the money Bor-
ough President Markowitz al-
located to the project would be 
better used to restore library, 
police, postal, and other ser-
vices in Coney Island, Seagate, 
Brighton Beach, and Man-
hattan Beach — a move some 
meeting attendees cheered.

“How in good conscience 
can money be put into some-
thing that is very attractive 
and would be a tourist draw, 
when we’re going to get clob-
bered here?” said Brighton 
Beach activist Ida Sanoff.

CB 13’s Parks and Recreation 
disagreed with Dobrin and 
Sanoff, voting in favor of allow-
ing Luna Park owner Central 
Amusements International to 
oversee the light installation. 

Since the summer, Central 
Amusements has been  pro-
moting its plan to spark up 
the Parachute Jump , winning 
over Coney stakeholders with 
a video showing how they plan 
to illuminate the ride with 
dancing LED lights synchro-
nized with the brilliant beams 
of its Scream Zone.

Markowitz called for the 
ride to be returned to its glim-
mering glory in his February 
State of the Borough address, 
 vowing an inter-galactic shim-
mer-fest would be underway 
before he leaves office next 
year .

“We’ll relight the Para-
chute Jump with enough bling 
so it can be seen from outer 
space,” he said.

Opponents to the plan said 
board approval was inevitable 
since its members were hand-
picked by Markowitz, Council-
men Domenic Recchia (D–Co-
ney Island) and Mike Nelson 
(D–Brighton Beach).

“The people who appointed 
them want them to pass it,” 
said Brighton Beach resident 
Arlene Brenner. “I resent $2 
million being spent on lights 
when there is so much need in 
the community.”

Yet committee members 
stuck to their guns.

“This is about making Co-
ney Island beautiful,” said 
committee co-chairwoman 
Barbara Teitelbaum. “I’m not 
being paid here.”

Markowitz said the money 
for the Parachute Jump was 
earmarked years before Hur-
ricane Sandy hit. 

“The project is not taking 
a single dollar away from the 
ongoing relief and recovery 
in Coney Island and other af-
fected areas,” Markowitz said 
in a statement.

BRING BACK THE BLING: Coney 
Island’s Parachute Jump went dark 
last summer — and now Borough 
President Markowitz wants to spend 
another $2 million to relight the de-
funct amusement ride, as seen here.

VICTORY HUG: Erasmus Hall head coach Danny Landberg hugs Rodriguez Stephone after the team defeated Tottenville 
during the championship game on Tuesday.

Coney faithful blast 
Parachute Jump bling

FLYING HIGH!

The source for news in your neighborhood:
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The state’s top lawman is 

keeping his eye on Borough 
President Markowitz’s Hur-
ricane Sandy relief fund.

Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman has re-
quested a full fi nancial dis-
closure from the Brooklyn 
Recovery Fund — which 
Markowitz co-founded with 
the Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce and Brooklyn 
Community Foundation to 
help rebuild storm-slammed 
neighborhoods — along 
with 74 other groups rais-
ing money for relief, includ-
ing the Mayor’s Fund to Ad-
vance New York City, the 

Red Cross, and Acupunc-
turists Without Borders.

“In light of the impor-
tance of the recovery efforts, 
and the enormous amount 
of money raised in such a 
short period of time, it is 
critical that donors know 
where their money is going, 
and that funds are spent re-
sponsibly,” said Schneider-
man, who is not only look-
ing for how much money 
has been raised, but where 
the money is going.

Schneiderman also 
wants to know what the 
charities are going to do 
with the extra funds.

“In the name of trans-

parency and accountability, 
we must ensure that funds 
raised for Hurricane Sandy 
relief are used for that pur-
pose.”

Brooklyn Recovery Fund 
offi cials said there’s nothing 
wrong with their books, and 
they are happy to cooperate 
with Schneiderman’s offi ce.

“What we’ve seen from 
past crises is that there are 
always some organizations 
that seek to take advantage 
of the situation, so I think 
it’s an appropriate thing for 
the attorney general to look 
into,” said Brooklyn Com-
munity Foundation presi-
dent Marilyn Gelber, who’s 

managing the Recovery 
Fund — and who said that 
100 percent of the money 
raised would go toward re-
pair efforts in Brooklyn.

Gelber added that her 
group has already raised 
$1.5 million, and has 
awarded $250,000 in grants 
to non-profi t groups rebuild-
ing Sandy-ravaged Coney 
Island, Seagate, Red Hook, 
and Gerritsen Beach.

“This is Brooklyn, we 
move fast,” said Gelber, 
noting that her group only 
supplies the money to non-
profi ts. “We’re not a direct 
service organization like 
the Red Cross.”

BY COLIN MIXSON
A drug rehab center shot 

down by Gravesend resi-
dents who didn’t approve of 
the facility’s clientele has 
found a new home 17 blocks 
away from its original loca-
tion.

Members of Community 
Board 15 in Sheepshead Bay 
approved One World Coun-
seling’s request to open up 
on Kings Highway near E. 
17th Street on Nov. 27, even 
though another community 
panel criticized owner Dmi-
tri Oster’s request to build 
a facility that will cater to 
probationers, parolees, and 
those sentenced to rehab as 
an alternative to prison near 
Kings Highway and McDon-
ald Avenue.

Community Board 11, 
which represents residents 

of Gravesend, Bensonhurst, 
and Bath Beach, said “no, 
no, no” to the rehab center 
last month, claiming that 
Oster misrepresented the 
population his facility would 
serve.

“We feel strongly that this 
is not a good fi t for the area,” 
said CB11 District Manager 
Marnee Elias-Pavia.

Yet Oster claimed he 
never met with CB11 mem-
bers — just with CB15.

“Basically, we have no 
dealings with CB11 and that 
site on McDonald Avenue,” 
said Oster. “It was some-
thing we were exploring, but 
we have no dealings with 
CB11.”

CB 15 thought the com-
mercial location on Kings 
Highway near E. 17th Street 
was a good fi t for the coun-

seling center. The area has 
plenty of public transporta-
tion and very few children 
that would come across ad-
dicts waiting for treatment, 
they said.

“He asked about Kings 
Highway and I told him it’s 
commercial,” said CB15 
chairwoman Theresa Scavo. 
“It is less than one block 
from the train, the Kings 
Highway bus is right there, 
and patients will be able 
to reach it by mass transit 
without having to walk sev-
eral blocks.”

Yet the board’s approval 
is only advisory: the city and 
the state Offi ce of Alcohol-
ism and Substance Abuse 
may turn Oster’s application 
down.

Oster acknowledged 
that he does accept refer-
rals from city courts but 
said that the majority of 
his patients are referred to 
him through hospitals and 
community-based organiza-
tions, especially Turkish-
speaking groups.

“We have a lot of ties with 
the Turkish speaking com-
munity, which is growing 
in Southern Brooklyn,” said 
Oster.

One World  Counsel-
ing has already picked up a 
lease for the location near E. 
17th Street, and expects to 
open up shop within the next 
three months, Oster said.

COUNTING CENTS: Attorney General Eric Schneiderman wants 
to make sure every penny is accounted for in Borough President 
Markowitz’s Hurricane Sandy relief fund.

Rejected rehab center 
addicted to Kings Highway

Marty’s relief fund under scrutiny

A not-too-happy police offi cer corrals a swan found walking along Flatlands Avenue in Canarsie 
on Monday morning. A handful of cops moved the waterfowl along until it reached its destina-
tion — the waters off the Canarsie Pier. 

License and registration, please

Sandy scammer busted
BY WILL BREDDERMAN

Investigators have 
arrested a man they 
claim impersonated 
a police officer while 
mugging a Bay Ridge 
resident as Hurricane 
Sandy swept through 
the borough.

Police accused 
Basheer Bajas of con-
fronting a man at the 

corner of 67th Street and 
Eighth Avenue at 2 am on 
Nov. 30, telling his vic-
tim that  he was a police 
offi cer enforcing a cur-
few the city put in place 
in the aftermath of Hur-
ricane Sandy. 

Bajas demanded to 
see the man’s identifi ca-
tion, then took his wal-
let, police said.  
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Sunny’s days are forecast for 

Red Hook. 
 A Kickstarter campaign  

to help restore the Hurricane 
Sandy-damaged watering hole 
Sunny’s Bar has already sur-
passed its $20,000 goal after just 
over a week online.

The money will go toward a 
repair job estimated at between 
$60,000 and $80,000, accord-
ing to owner Tone Balzano, 
who  narrowly escaped the pub  
when floodwaters filled the 
basement and rose about five 
feet high in the ground-floor 
taproom.

Before Sunny’s can re-
open, Balzano and her hus-
band Sunny must install new 
concrete in the basement, new 
electrical panels and wiring, 
a new boiler, a new fl oor in the 

bar, new compressors, and an 
ice machine.

After all that’s done, the bar 
needs to replace thousands of 
dollars worth of destroyed li-
quor. 

“I never imagined this 
would be such a long process,” 
said Balzano, whose bar picked 
$20,000 as a target because 
Kickstarter returns all do-
nations if a project comes up 
short.

“We thought $20,000 was a 
good number to start with,” Bal-
zano said.

As of press time, 302 backers, 
at least partially compelled by a 
number of cool rewards, have 
contributed more than $25,000. 
Rewards include an original 
membership card to the Red 
Hook Yacht and Kayak Club — 
as Sunny’s was known when 

it was a private club — signed 
paintings of the bar by Anthony 
Fatato, and half-scale replicas 
of the Sunny’s sign, as designed 
by the lighting artisans at Lite 
Brite Neon. 

Matt Dilling, one of the own-
ers of Lite Brite, said he was 
proud to be a part of Sunny’s re-
covery. 

“Sunny’s is a national trea-
sure,” said Dilling.

Sunny Balzano — the pub’s 
namesake and  a Red Hook leg-
end  — turned a bar that had 
belonged to his family since the 
1890s into the neighborhood’s 
heart and soul when he re-
turned to the community where 
he grew up in the 1980s. 

The bar was featured by An-
thony Bourdain on an episode 
of “No Reservations” just last 
month. 

Pub-goers raise cash for storm-damaged bar

ALWAYS SUNNY’S 
IN RED HOOK
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HELPING OUT: Fans of Sunny’s Bar are rais-
ing cash so Sunny Balzano (above) and his 
wife Tone (left) can reopen the pub after 
Hurricane Sandy hit them hard (below).
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Talk about raising a 

stink!
A group of outraged Hur-

ricane Sandy victims nearly 
ran Councilman Domenic 
Recchia out of a Community 
Board 13 meeting on a rail 
last Wednesday after the 
legislator announced that a 
desperately needed Coney 
Island sewer repair project 
won’t begin until 2016.

Residents have been de-
manding the city update 

the neighborhood’s infra-
structure for years, claim-
ing that sewers constantly 
overfl ow during big storms. 

“If we get a hard rain, a 
tough rain, we’re going to 
get that water again. And 
it’s not good,” said CB13 
member Ronald Stewart. 

When Hurricane Sandy 
hit, sewer backups washed 
out most of the neighbor-
hood’s residential streets, 
say residents, who claim 
the People’s Playground 

won’t survive another ma-
jor storm if it doesn’t get the 
upgrade the city promised.

“We can’t survive to 2016 
if we get another Sandy!” 
resident Kenny Jones said. 
“Why is Coney Island tak-
ing so long?”

Recchia (D–Coney Is-
land) asked the more than 
20 community members at-
tending the meeting to be 
patient, claiming that the 
city wants to complete the 
project as soon as possible.

But Recchia’s pleas fell 
on deaf ears — ears deafened 
by audience members shout-
ing at the council’s Finance 
Committee chairman.

“We don’t need another 
Sandy!” said Ida Sanoff. “We 
get another nor’easter, we’re 
going to be underwater!”

Cops in attendance 
shouted everyone down 
as CB13 chairman Eddie 
Mark incessantly banged 
his gavel in an attempt to 
restore order.

BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s full steam ahead for 

plans to run a controver-
sial natural gas pipeline 
through Floyd Bennett 
Field — a move members 
of the Floyd Bennett Gar-
dener’s Association say 
will kill their crops.

President Obama has 
signed the bill that will 
allow Transco Williams 
Companies to build a 
pipeline that will stretch 
from the Atlantic Ocean 
through the Rockaways 
and Floyd Bennett Field 
to a relay facility on Flat-
bush Avenue. Gateway 
National Recreation Area, 
which Floyd Bennett Field 
is a part of, will get a 
yearly stipend for having 
the pipeline and metering 
station on its land.

But green-thumbed 
residents were outraged 
by the decision, claim-
ing that both the pipeline 
and the metering station 
will rest a mere 100 yards 
from their garden plots — 
an emissions-belching fa-
cility Transco Williams 
won’t make more environ-
mentally friendly, they 
claim.

“[Transco] claims that 
the pollutants they’re put-
ting out are within En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency standards,” said 
gardener Adriann Mus-
son. “I suggested they 
put in filters to reduce 
emissions, which would 
be a good gesture among 
neighbors. They said it 

wouldn’t be cost effec-
tive.”

Rep. Michael Grimm 
(R–Bay Ridge), who spon-
sored the bill, hailed the 
passage of the New York 
City Natural Gas Supply 
Enhancement Act as a 
boon to residents strug-
gling to find a job in the 
aftermath of Hurricane 
Sandy.

“New York City is in 
desperate need of revenue 
and jobs, which is why I 
am thrilled that my leg-
islation was signed into 
law today,” said Grimm, 
who added that the pipe-
line project will generate 
an estimated $265 million 

in construction costs, cre-
ate 300 jobs, and haul in 
an estimated $8 million in 
annual property taxes.

Yet Floyd Bennett 
Field gardeners disagreed 
with Grimm, claiming 
that a natural gas pipe-
line shouldn’t be built in 
an area that could be de-
stroyed in a severe storm 
like Hurricane Sandy.

“The Rockaways were 
destroyed by Sandy and 
you want to put a new gas 
line in there?” Musson 
asked. “They don’t even 
know if they’re going to 
rebuild there. I think they 
need to just put this on 
hold for awhile.”

Obama pipe! Prez passes 
Floyd Bennett pipeline 

Blackbirds soar!

Sandy victims slam Recchia 

EARFUL: Councilman Domenic Recchia told residents that a sewer 
repair project in Coney Island wouldn’t begin until 2016, and was 
practically booed out of the Community Board 13 meeting where 
he made the announcement.
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NERVOUS GARDENERS: Green-thumbed locals Ed and Christine 
Bressel are worried that the proposed pipeline extension, sched-
uled to weave its way through Marine Park in late 2013, could put 
their precious garlic and tomato harvests in jeopardy. 

Long Island University point guard Jason Brickman makes a run for the hoop in the Blackbird’s 
71–60 victory over Lafayette last Saturday.
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BY COLIN MIXSON
A fi rst responder is always willing 

to help a New Yorker in need — re-
gardless of species.

An FDNY paramedic busy repair-
ing his Hurricane Sandy-damaged 
Sheepshead Bay home took time to 
help a wounded hawk found in dis-
tress on the Belt Parkway.

“I heal people, not birds. But I’m 
still a New Yorker, so I decided to help 
it,” Matthew Giancalone said. “That’s 
what I do.”

Giancalone said he was on a Home 
Depot run with his brother-in-law 
on Nov. 30 when he spotted an NYPD 
housing offi cer trying to shoo the dis-
abled raptor off the highway near the 
Ocean Parkway exit. 

The cop was trying to prod the 
apparently injured bird into action 
with — of all things — a nightstick.  

“I stopped and said, ‘put it under 
the bird’s chest and see if he’ll step on 
it, like a perch,’ ” Giancalone remem-
bered. 

“That didn’t work, so I just kind of 
put the stick between the bird’s legs 
and made him walk till he was off the 
highway.”

Once the bird was out of danger, the 
kind-hearted trio went about examin-
ing the apparently fl ightless hawk. 

“There was something wrong with 
it,” the medic said. “It seemed like the 
right wing was sticking out a little 
farther than the left one, like it was 
maybe busted, but I couldn’t tell.”

After making calls to the Ameri-
can Society for the Prevention of Cru-

elty to Animals and local zoos — all 
of which refused to take the hawk — 
a Manhattan animal hospital agreed 
to accept the bird of prey.

The hawk seemed appreciative for 
their help as the trio stroked the bird 
and gave it water from the bottom of a 
Poland Spring bottle.

“He was just kind of hanging 
around,” said Giancalone. “He was let-
ting us pet him. He was very cool.”

The paramedic said he hasn’t 
heard from the hospital — or the 
bird — since a police cruiser car-
ried it off. He’s eager for any news 
regarding the hawk’s prognosis, and 
said he’d be happy to take it if no-
body else claims the bird.

“I would love to take it,” he said. 
“I’d probably have to call him lucky, 
because, let’s face it, that’s what he 
is.”

Giancalone’s hawk wasn’t the fi rst 
fowl found stranded on the Belt Park-
way in recent weeks. Last month, a 
driver spotted a wayward swan wad-
dling across the Belt Parkway. Police 
offi cers spent the afternoon ushering 
the bird to its new home in Plumb 
Beach.

BIG MAN, LITTLE BIRD: NYPD Housing Inspector Vincent Salermo 
made an unlikely friend when he helped this wounded hawk off the 
Belt Parkway.

BIRD LOVERS: (Left) Joe Lombardi and paramedic Matthew Giancalone tend to a hawk on the side of the Belt Parkway on Nov. 30. (Center) Giancalone tries to keep the bird hydrated. (Right) A cat carrier is 
brought in to transport the bird of prey to a veterinarian offi ce in Manhattan.

Brown hawk down!
Bird is the word on the Belt Parkway
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HOBBLED HAWK: This wounded bird of prey 
was found on the median of the Belt Park-
way near the Ocean Parkway exit. 
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
A quirky T-shirt company is 

challenging Brooklynites to have 
a sense of humor about the one 
thing they all hold near and dear: 
their borough.

Brooklyn Rock peddles pun-
laden shirts that serve as a counter-
point to the borough’s increasingly 
slick brand from a prime piece of 
real estate directly across the street 
from the Barclays Center.

Expect snarky slogans such as 
“My mom and dad went to Brook-
lyn and all I got was this lousy 
condo” and “Brooklyn, entertain-
ing Manhattan since 1646” — funny 
phrases that are exactly what the 
borough needs right now, accord-
ing to co-owner Chris Smith.

“People are coming to Brook-
lyn looking for fl avor, but not 
that many people are providing 
it,” said Smith, who used to run 
the Big Genius art supply store 
in Williamsburg and has been an 
artist in the borough for 17 years. 

“This artisinal crap is just a mar-
keting thing.”

The irreverent silk-screening 
shop’s location so close to the 
glitzy new arena may seem in-
congruous, but Park Slope land-
lord extraordinaire Michael Pint-
chik says he hand-selected the 
shirt-sellers for the Dean Street 
storefront after he saw Brooklyn 
Rock at its former location in the 
now-shuttered shipping container 
souk the Dekalb Market.

“We picked them be-
cause we thought they are 
creative,” said Pintchik, 
who previously assembled 
the quaint retail strip on 
Bergen Street between 
Fifth and Flatbush avenues. 
“They are the antidote to so 
much of what is happening 
in retail and development in 
Brooklyn right now.”

Brooklyn Rock’s new 
space is a little bigger than 
its former shipping con-
tainer, at about the size of a 

subway car, and Pintchik wants 
to build out the shop a bit. He has 
given Smith a lease that runs 
through April, at which point he 
says he will reassess and poten-
tially move the business nearby 
or let it stay put.

Smith says he’s grateful for the 
opportunity to occupy such a hot 
piece of real estate, regardless of 
how long it lasts.

“Business is much better 

here,” said Smith, who tries to 
target a literary crowd with his 
American-made shirts, which 
range from $20 to $28.

One of his shirts even lam-
poons his new neighbors with an 
image of a basketball player try-
ing to elude a net-waving crowd of 
specimen-seekers. Text below the 
graphic reads “Brooklyn Nets.”

Smith and his wife and busi-
ness partner Yukiko Wada admit 

they did brisk business on the 
nights Bob Dylan and the Who 
played at the Barclays Center, but 
they say their shop is the antith-
esis of the arena experience.

“We couldn’t be further from 
them,” Smith said, gesturing at 
the Barclays Center on the other 
side of Flatbush Avenue.

Brooklyn Rock (454 Dean 
St. at Flatbush Avenue in Park 
Slope, noon to 11 pm).

Silk-screeners mock Brooklyn lifestyle beside arena

LOOKS, HERE: Yukiko Wada prints funny shirts inside a small shop across the 
street from the Barclays Center.

SNARK SLOPE: The shop sells gear covered 
with comical graphics and slogans.

Shirts and giggles

tainment marketing for the 
Nets. “They’re just a stron-
ger level of choreography 
and talent.”

Despite the low ages of 
the nine boys and eight girls 
who make up the squad, 
Garris said the company’s 
operations are nothing less 
than professional.

The kids, who hail from 
all around the metro area, 
practice once a week in 
Brooklyn or Manhattan, 
and receive a stipend for 
their participation.

They perform during 
timeouts about twice a 
game, breaking out three 
songs when the Nets are at 
home including a dance to 
kid rap tune “Hot Cheetos 
and Takis,” a crowd favor-
ite.

And they even have their 
own locker room. 

Coach Tanisha Scott 
— a Flatbush-based chore-
ographer who has worked 
with mega-stars including 
Rihanna, Sean Paul, and 
Mariah Carey — says the 
kids hold their own against 
grown-up dancers.

“They dance better 
than adults in the sense 
that they have this idea of 
no holds barred; if you tell 
them to do something they 
will do it and go beyond it,” 
she said. 

The kids say they’re hav-
ing a blast. 

“I like showing people 
how I dance, and I like sup-
porting the team,” said 
Flatbush 12-year-old Jahi 
Nimmons, an IS 62 student 

who was so excited when he 
found out he made the team 
that he died his hair in the 
Nets colors — black and 
white.

And they’re not the only 
ones who are excited.

Fans and pundits alike 
are digging the Brooklyn 
Nets Kids, a troupe that has 
earned praise unlike other 
components in the Nets’s 
entertainment package 
including the awkwardly 

spelled mascot “BrooklyK-
night” ( whose name sounds 
like an adult fi lm star ), the 
not-so-fashionable Brookly-
nettes dance team ( whose 
getups took heat earlier 
this year ), and musical acts 
such as Slick Rick ( who got 
booed during an air ball of 
a half-time show ).

“Brooklyn Nets Kids 
Dance Team [is greater 
than] Brooklynettes,”  wrote 
a fan on Twitter .

Continued from page 1 

Dancers
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THEY GOT THE MOVES: The Brooklyn Nets Kids Dance team per-
form during time-outs — and Nets fans love them!
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Kane streets in Cobble Hill. “A 
chemically grown Christmas 
tree up to seven or eight feet can 
be ready in seven or eight years. 
It takes me 10 to 12 years.” 

Unless they’re specifi ed or-
ganic, most Christmas trees are 
grown by conventional meth-
ods with applied fertilizers and 
sprayed regularly throughout 
the year with pesticides for vari-
ous tree insects that dry needles 
and cause aesthetic damage to 
the trees. 

The dedicated outdoorsman 
says that he mows the grass that 
grows beneath the 65,000 trees 
on his hilltop farm twice a year 
instead of using herbicide to re-
duce the grass competition — and 
when Parke has an insect prob-
lem he just has to accept the tree 
loss. For him, avoiding the toxic 
chemicals typically used to grow 
trees is about doing the right 
thing.

“It’s just a matter of ethics to 
me. It’s the way I want to treat 
the land and I don’t really want 
to have anything to sell to people 
that would have any pesticide 
residue on it,” said Parke, adding 
that many of his customers buy 

his organic holiday trees because 
they are allergic to the chemicals 
sprayed on the conventional ones. 

Organic Christmas trees even 
last 50 percent longer than chemi-
cally grown trees, said Parke.

“They are just like a healthy 
person that eats well as opposed 
to somebody who lives on junk 
food,” he said. 

Organic Christmas tree shop-
pers with young children wel-
comed the fact that the trees they 
would later decorate inside their 
homes are chemical-free. 

“We feel a lot more comfort-
able having an organic tree in the 
house with the kids, especially 
since its down on their level and 
they’ll be touching it and putting 

their hands near their face and 
all over their toys,” said DUMBO 
resident, Rebecca Beirne, a 
mother of two.

Alongside Christmas trees 
Parke’s seven tree lots also sell 
homemade maple syrup tapped 
from 13,000 maple trees and cus-
tom-made Christmas wreaths.

Adam Parke Trees [Outside 
of 157 Montague St. near Clin-
ton Street, 316 Clinton St. near 
Kane Street, 780 Union St. near 
Sixth Avenue, 456 16th St. near 
Prospect Park West, 286 Sev-
enth Ave. near Seventh Street, 
and 71 Washington St. near 
Front Street, (347) 251–0758, 
www.adamparketrees.com]. 9 
am–9 pm daily through Dec. 24, 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Try getting to the root of 

this problem!
An upended tree stump 

has kept a Bay Ridge fam-
ily’s vehicle trapped in its 
driveway for more than a 
month — and the city says 
it won’t be removing the ob-
stacle anytime soon.

Yanina and Eugene 
Krubitski say Hurricane 
Sandy toppled an enormous 
sycamore outside of their 
80th Street home between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in October, ripping up the 
tree’s roots and the con-
crete slabs surrounding the 
arbor in the process.

Within a few days the 
Parks Department came in 
and carted off the tree in 
chunks, but the ripped-up 
stump — which now blocks 
Krubitskis’ driveway — 
was left behind.

Parks workers promised 

to return to fi x the walk-
way, but never showed up. 
After repeated phone calls, 
offi cials from the Central 
Forestry division in Man-
hattan told her that they 
wouldn’t get around to pull-
ing out the stump — and 
freeing her sports utility 
vehicle — until the spring. 

It remained unclear who 
will fi x the ripped-up con-
crete slabs: every agency 
she called told her to con-
tact another. 

“I feel like a ping-pong 
ball,” said Krubitski, who 
claims that in the middle 
of the post-Sandy fuel crisis 
she had a full tank of gas, 
but was unable to use it. 
“Everyone just bounces me 
around, and nobody could 
give me a time frame for 
when my driveway would 
get fi xed.”

She fi nally learned that 
the city’s Department of De-

sign and Construction were 
responsible for fi xing side-
walks, but offi cials tried to 
laugh off her plight.

“He tried to make it 
funny. I told him, ‘It may 
be funny to you, but it’s not 
in the middle of your drive-
way, and you can’t get out,’ ” 
Krubitski said, adding that 
Community Board 10 has 
lobbied on her behalf, but 
was told that her ripped-up 
sidewalk was a non-emer-
gency and wouldn’t get pri-
ority treatment. 

The beleaguered Ridgite 
said she considered paying 
a private contractor to pull 
the stump taken out, but 
even they can’t help her: the 
contractors she contacted 
said they had a backlog of 
hurricane-related jobs and 
wouldn’t be able to help her 
for several weeks.

Without a car, Krubitski 
and her family have been 

using trains and buses — 
which are sparse in car-
heavy Bay Ridge — to get 
to work and to bring her 
daughter, a nationally com-
peting gymnast, to practice 
at Aviator Sports and Events 
Center in Mill Basin. 

The family borrowed a 
vehicle from a friend, but 
— without access to their 
driveway — must navigate 
Bay Ridge’s parking-starved 

streets, and will have to re-
turn the car soon.

“I’m frustrated and ex-
hausted,” Krubitski said. 
“You don’t even know who 
to call and what the answers 
will be. Everybody tells you 
to call 311, but I called 311, 
and it’s a dead end.”

A spokesman from the 
Department of Design and 
Construction told us that 
his agency has 2,500 side-

walk repairs on its list. 
Currently, the agency is fo-
cusing on fi xing pavements 
outside schools, hospitals, 
and police stations. 

“We’re working as fast 
as we can,” said city repre-
sentative Craig Chin, who 
promises that the depart-
ment should get through 
the list by the end of the 
winter — weather permit-
ting.

Tree blocks driveway — long after the storm

TREE-SON!: The base of a Sandy-toppled tree has kept Yanina Krubitski from pulling her car out of 
her driveway for more than a month.

STUMPED!

constructed in 1925, was  made a city 
landmark in 2010 .

“The prices are just astronomi-
cal,” said Bullard, who has  come un-
der fi re for failing to maintain the 
choice property at the corner of Surf 
and Stillwell avenues . “The building 
looks different without the sign. It 
looks like it’s missing something.”

The city says that Bullard is le-
gally required to keep the building’s 
historic facade intact, but Coney’s 
faithful claim that Hurricane Sandy 
did more to the Shore Theater than 
rip away its signature sign. There 
are darker problems within the 
building that Bullard has no inten-
tion of addressing, they claim.

“A month after the hurricane, 
he hasn’t done anything to mitigate 
mold,” said Coney Island Mermaid 
Parade founder Dick Zigun, who 
had to tear out the fi rst fl oor of his 
building at the corner of Surf Av-
enue and W. 12th Street to prevent 
the harmful fungus from forming. 
“I looked through the storefront 
window there the other day, and 
there’s still dirt and mud caked on 
everything.”

Zigun said that the damaged in-
terior, coupled with Bullard’s fail-
ure to have the sign replaced imme-

diately, is another example of how 
the Coney Island real estate mag-
nate is neglecting a precious piece 
of history.

“This is the latest insult to an 
offi cial New York City landmark,” 
said Zigun, repeating calls he made 
this summer demanding that the 
city  take possession of the theater 
by eminent domain . “At this point, I 
would call him a slumlord.”

Bullard claims that the inside 
of the building’s old band pit sus-
tained some water damage and that 
the conditions aren’t right for mold 
to grow.

“Whatever came in we’re pump-
ing out,” said Bullard, adding that 
the theater  didn’t suffer the sewage 
back ups  that hit other Surf Avenue 
stalwarts. “Mold is something that 
you have if you have pockets of leak-
ing water, where water is constantly 
coming in, and drying, and coming 
in again.”

Bullard’s claims completely con-
tradict city warnings following Hur-
ricane Sandy, which indicate mold 
can form from a single exposure to 
moisture.

“Flood-damaged homes may al-
ready have extensive mold growth,” 
the city’s Health Department an-
nounced shortly after the storm. “Af-
ter a fl ood, it is important to clean 
and dry affected items as quickly as 
possible to prevent mold growth.”

Continued from page 1 Continued from page 1 
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VERMONT GROWN: Adam Parke’s organic Christmas trees, which  are sold 
at a number of street corner locations around Brooklyn, come from a 207-
acre herbicide and pesticide-free farm in northeastern Vermont.
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at

atKings Plaza!

Visit

Through
Dec. 24, 2012

Located on
Level 2 near

Guess

TEN WINNERS – 
DRAWING DATE DECEMBER 17, 2012

Bring this completed entry form to Customer Service by 
12/16/2012. 

MONDAY – SATURDAY
11:00 am to 9:00 pm

SUNDAY
12:00 Noon – 7:00 pm

Break 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Name

Address

City            State   Zip 

Email 

Phone

One entry per person. Must be 18 years or older. 
Complete details and rules available at Customer Service.


