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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The Parks Department can rip 

up cherished Boardwalk planks 
and replace them with slabs of 
plastic lumber and concrete with-
out an environmental impact 
study, the state’s Supreme Court 
ruled on Monday — claiming that 
no one has proven that the new 
materials would hurt the People’s 
Playground and its environs. 

“Without expert testimony, pe-
titioners cannot establish a sub-
stantial adverse change in exist-
ing air quality, ground, or surface 
water quality, or a substantial 
increase in potential for erosion, 
fl ooding, leaching or drainage 
problems,” Judge Martin Solo-
mon said of the Friends of the 
Boardwalk lawsuit, which hoped 
to curtail the city’s revamping 
of the wooden esplanade until an 
environmental impact study was 
conducted. The jurist represented 
Coney Island in the state senate 
from 1977 to 1995. 

The city applauded Solomon’s 
decision — and said it was already 
warming up its cement mixers — 
but added it was open to hearing 
more concerns from those who 
live near the legendary walkway.

“We are pleased the judge 
found that the Parks Department 
complied with the law, thus allow-
ing this project to proceed,” said 
attorney Katie Kendall,  who ar-

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Amnesia’s forgotten its name!
The owners of the contentious 

club that was blasted by residents 
for its pounding music, rowdy cus-
tomers, and hosting dance parties 
without a cabaret license are re-
opening as “Club Cats” and prom-
ising a more family-friendly envi-
ronment — and jobs for victims of 
Hurricane Sandy.

Owner Frank Sofi a said that 
this time there is no claws for 
alarm because he is simply lending 
his space to Sandy-displaced New 
Cats Cafe from Sheepshead Bay.

“They were all unemployed, 
so I hired them,” he said. “We be-
came Club Cats because people 
know the name already.”

Controversial 
Ridge club 
to reopen 

Continued on page 29Continued on page 23
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State Sen. Marty Golden cheered on the holiday with young ladies from Boody Junior High School at a Christmas 
tree lighting at Lady Moody Square. See page 33 for all the fun.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Golden’s girls

REMEMBER 
AMNESIA?

Concrete 
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set in stone
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CLAUS FOR A CAUSE
By Will Bredderman

Many have borrowed Santa Claus’s beard — from a 
farcical Tim Allen to the timeless Edmund Gwen 
— but John Duvall Gluck actually responded to the 

call of “Dear Santa.” 
This holiday season, a museum exhibit at Williamsburg’s 

City Reliquary tells the story of a young Bedford-Stuyvesant-
born man who in 1913 played Santa and answered the hopeful 
letters of needy children — succeeding miraculously in found-
ing the Santa Claus Association, only to fail in the end.

For decades, messages addressed to the North Pole mold-
ered unopened in dead letter offices. But a law passed in 1912 
permitted the postal service to turn children’s wish lists over to 
private interests — and John Gluck decided to fill the boots and 
red suit and buy them the gifts they wanted most. 

“It’s a heartwarming story of an organization founded on 
altruism, but there’s a bit of a twist to it as well,” said Reliquary 
founder Dave Herman, who had Gluck’s great-grandnephew 
Alex Palmer approach him with the idea for the exhibit, which 
includes photos, scrapbooks, and nearly century-old hand-
scrawled letters to Saint Nick. 

After tracking down a long-lost relative in Florida, who kept 
a huge amount of newspaper clippings from the association, 
Palmer learned the whole story of Gluck and his amazing charity. 
The young man-about-town used his connections to get media 

each year of its existence. “Gluck had the idea that charities 
could be run more efficiently, that you could do it without a lot 
of overhead bureaucracy, and it would be a more satisfying for 
the donor.”

But by the late 1920s, the novelty of the Santa Claus 
Association had died off, and public interest waned. To hang 
onto the spotlight, Gluck had the group take on dozens of 
public figures as “vice-presidents,” even though they had little 
involvement in the project. The move attracted the attention of 
New York’s Public Welfare commissioner Bird Coller, who had 
made a name for himself by busting sham charities. 

Coller’s 1928 investigation revealed that, despite appear-
ances, the Association was a one-man operation under Gluck’s 
control — and that chunks of its funding couldn’t be accounted 
for. The city never filed any charges or accusations against the 
would-be Kris Kringle, but Coller’s revelations were enough to 
deny Gluck access to the Post Office’s Santa letters — effec-
tively killing the foundation. 

The soiled Saint Nick moved to Florida and the association 
faded into history — until Palmer brought its story to the City 
Reliquary.

The Santa Claus Association at the City Reliquary [370 
Metropolitan Ave., between Marcy Avenue and Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 782–4842, www.cityreliquary.
org]. Thurs.–Sun., noon–6 pm, through Feb. 10, $5.

attention and set up a primitive version of crowd-sourcing, con-
vincing major names from the stage and screen to take on hun-
dreds of letters — which asked for everything from toy soldiers 
and dolls to medicine, rent money, and artificial limbs.

“The real heartbreaking ones are the ones where they’re 
asking for bare necessities,” said Palmer, noting that the Santa 
Claus Association responded to tens of thousands of letters 

Museum shares story of real-life Santa

Santa Claus & Associates: City 
Reliquary founder Dave Herman and 
curator Alex Palmer join the big 
man himself for the new exhibit 
about a real-life Santa who made 
kids’ dreams come true at the 
Williamsburg museum.

Wishlist: The Santa Claus Association received tens of thousands of letters 
from needy children every Christmas during its 15-year existence — and its 
founder found a way to grant their gift wishes. Photos by Stefano Giovannini
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Patsy Grimaldi is back 

— and you’ll fi nd him right 
next door to Grimaldi’s.

The famed 81-year-old piz-
zaiolo christened his new res-
taurant Juliana’s last week 
at 19 Old Fulton St., the same 
storefront where he opened 
his fi rst pizza place in 1990 
and built up a loyal  follow-
ing before calling it quits and 
selling his eponymous busi-
ness, and last name, to pie 
slinger Frank Ciolli in 1998.

Ciolli turned Grimaldi’s 
Pizzeria into a pie paradise 
beloved by tourists and afi -
cionados alike, but had to 
give up the old digs — and 
the space’s coveted coal 
oven — and  move next door 
due to a rent dispute .

Grimaldi snatched up 
the vacant pizzeria and 
he and his wife Carol say 
it’s great to be back, even 
though they’re just steps 
away from a rival eatery 
that bears their name.

“Retirement wasn’t re-
ally part of our vocabulary,” 
said Carol, 74, as she pre-
sided over business on open-
ing day at the re-done restau-
rant, which is named after 
Grimaldi’s late mother. “We 
are so thrilled to be back.”

The sleek 65-seat space re-
ceived a 21st century make-
over — gone are the red and 
white checkered tablecloths 
— and the menu boasts more 
specialty pies, appetizers, 
beers, and wines. Juliana’s 
even offers a custom rasp-
berry chocolate chunk ice 
cream from the Brooklyn Ice 
Cream Factory.

The vintage-style juke-
box now features Tito 
Puento, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Marvin Gaye, Billie Holi-
day, and Sam Cooke in ad-
dition to Frank Sinatra and 
the Rat Pack.

A margherita pie or-
dered by this newspaper 
confi rmed that the pizza 
legend hasn’t lost his step in 
the 14 years he’s been out of 
Fulton Ferry Landing.

Still, the Grimaldis ad-
mit that the nuts and bolts 
of running a business have 
changed since they sold 
their last pie in 1998.

“We have dotted all the i’s 
and crossed all the t’s with 
the city — the city even ap-
proved our facade,” said 
Carol. “The red tape you have 
to go through is different. 
Now you need a plumber, an 
electrician, someone for ev-
erything, it’s a lot of work.”

There have been plenty 
of changes in the neighbor-
hood as well: DUMBO has 
gone from dicey to desirable 
and Grimaldi’s Pizzeria has 
become a staple on the tour-
ist itinerary.

But plenty of the pizza-
maker’s old fans remain.

“There’s nothing like 
this pie,” said Linda Grove, 
a former regular who has 
lived in nearby Brooklyn 
Heights since 1992. “I ex-
pect it to overshadow the 
other place — soon we won’t 
be able to get in here!”

The other place is, of 
course, Ciolli’s Grimaldi’s 
Pizzeria — now a restau-
rant chain with outposts in  
Texas, Nevada, and South 
Carolina.

Ciolli  lost a battle to 
move the old coal oven with 
him , but later managed to 
secure a new one despite 
city laws barring the instal-
lation of coal furnaces.

Still undecided is Ciolli’s 
court case  seeking to halt 
Grimaldi and his wife from 
doing business  due to an old 
non-compete clause.

But Grimaldi  — who got 
his start making pies at his 
uncle Patsy’s famous East 
Harlem joint and cannot use 
that name either — doesn’t 
want to talk about all that.

“I’m looking to make pizza 
in peace,” Patsy Grimaldi 
 told the New York Post , our 
sister paper. “I’m not looking 
for any trouble [with Ciolli].”

BY ELI ROSENBERG
A nascent Bushwick 

brewery says one of the 
nation’s largest beer 
companies has stolen 
its whale of a name and 
started using it — all 
before the two-person 
Brooklyn brand could 
even sell its fi rst pint.

The Brooklyn beer 
guys behind Narwhal 
Brewery decided last 
year that their startup 
would honor an obscure 
tusked cetacean that 
great whale penman 
Herman Melville once 
described as “curiously 
named.”

At fi rst it was smooth 
sailing for Narwhal 
Brewery — that is until 
its owners claim they 
got harpooned by the 
California beer-makers 
at Sierra Nevada.

“We heard that Si-
erra Nevada was going 
to release a ‘Narwhal’ 
beer and I was like, 
‘What a coincidence,’ ” 
said Narwhal Brewery 
co-founder Basil Lee, 
who hopes his brewery 
will set up shop in Bush-
wick in 2013. “We really 
like the name — to have 
them come in and take 
it is really frustrating.”

Lee and his colleague 
Kevin Stafford  regis-
tered Narwhal Brewery 
as a limited liability cor-
poration in April 2011 , 
but the rookie owners 
— who still work day 
jobs — didn’t fi le for a 
federal trademark for 
the name.

Up comes Sierra Ne-
vada, which  fi led a fed-
eral trademark  to name 
an  imperial stout “Nar-
whal”  in June 2012.

The Chico, Calif.-

based company says it 
cast nets far and wide 
to see if other brew-
ers were using the arc-
tic marine mammal’s 
name before fi ling the 
paperwork.

“Like all of the 
beers we’ve launched 
before it we did exten-
sive searches,” said 
Sierra Nevada spokes-
man Ryan Arnold, who 
claims his company 
scoured the US Patent 
and Trademark offi ce, 
state liquor boards, and 
consumer-oriented web-
sites such as Beeradvo-
cate.com and Ratebeer.
com.

“In the searches for 
‘Narwhal,’ we found 
no other beers based 
or sold in the United 
States,” Arnold said.

Legal experts say 
Sierra Nevada would 
have the upper hand in 
a court case due to the 
federal trademark and 
because Narwhal Brew-
ery has yet to sell any 
beer — an activity that 
can establish trade-
mark rights.

KILLER ALES: Kevin 
Stafford is in a naming 
dispute with macro micro-
brewer Sierra Nevada. BACK IN BUSINESS: Patsy and wife Carol Grimaldi are back to re-

store glory to their name, they say. Photo by Paul Martinka

Brooklyn brewer 
in whale war
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Borough President Mark-

owitz says he will deliver a 
$64-million music venue to 
Coney Island before his gig 
as Brooklyn’s top dog is up 
next year.

“I’ve got one more thing 
on my agenda,” the beep 
told members of the new Al-
liance for Coney Island last 
week. “We will have an am-
phitheater!”

His announcement re-
charged wishful plans to cre-
ate a sprawling new space 
for his long-running seaside 
concert series at Asser Levy 
Park that struck a sour note 
with critics back in 2008 — 
and ended up in court. Crit-
ics claimed an amphitheater 
in Asser Levy Park  would 
be too noisy and encroach on 
prized parkland . 

But Mr. Brooklyn — who 

will be term-limited out of of-
fi ce next December — has a 
track record of turning his 
dreams into reality.

His controversial back-
ing of the Barclays Center 
helped to construct the home 
of the Brooklyn Nets after 
years of legal wrangling.

Then, on Dec. 11, the city 
approved his plan to add $2 
million worth of “bling” to 
Coney Island’s iconic Para-

chute Jump, over objections 
by some who complained 
that the money  would be 
better spent on Sandy re-
covery efforts .

Rumors have also circu-
lated that Markowitz  wants 
to move the new amphithe-
ater into the landmarked 
Childs Restaurant building  
on the Coney Island Board-
walk between W. 21st and W. 
22nd streets.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Infl amed public advo-

cacy groups are fi ghting 
a city plan to burn Sandy-
toppled trees at Floyd Ben-
nett Field, claiming it will 
endanger the health of area 
residents and send valuable 
profi ts up in smoke.

The Department of En-
vironmental Preservation 
tested its idea last month 
when it turned chopped-up 
logs into wood chips and then 
torched the chips in metal 
boxes — over protests by the 
New York Public Interest 
Research Group, the Sierra 
Club, and the American Lung 
Association, which argued 
the city would be better off  
selling the fallen hardwoods 
as mulch.

“It is a terrible waste 
to just burn the trees that 
came down during the storm 
into ashes and smoke,” said 
Laura Haight, senior envi-
ronmental associate with 
the New York Public Interest 
Research Group. “There is a 
strong market for wood chips 
which can be used for garden 
mulch — in this way, these 
casualties of the storm can 
be given a new life.”

Haight admitted that the 
trees could only be turned 
into low grade commercial 
mulch, but said it was better 
than polluting the air with 
the burning wood chips. 
Visitors are already choking 
on smoke and fumes at the 
former airfi eld from all the 
diesel trucks idling there, 
she said.

“The problem here is 

they’re going for the quick-
est and dirtiest alternative,” 
Haight said. “We’re very 
concerned about the impact 
on the local communities.”

The American Lung As-
sociation said the heavy 
smoke from burning trees 
will envelop Mill Basin and 
nearby neighborhoods of 
Brooklyn and Queens, ex-
acerbating poor post-storm 
living conditions there.

“Many parts of our re-
gion are still cleaning up 
from Hurricane Sandy and 
are already dealing with 
major indoor air quality is-
sues because of fl ooding, 
water damage, and the re-
sulting mold growth,” said 
American Lung Association 
president and chief execu-
tive offi cer Jeff Seyler. “This 
proposal would increase air 
pollution which can also 
make people sick and send 
them the hospital.”

Hurricane Sandy top-
pled more than 8,000 trees 
throughout the city when 

it hit on Oct. 29 — twice the 
number that came down dur-
ing Hurricane Irene,  accord-
ing to the New York Times . 
Most of the fallen trees have 
found new life as wood chips.

The Department of En-
vironmental Preservation 
says it hasn’t decided if it 
will go ahead with its plan 
to burn the wood chips — 
and wouldn’t give a reason 
why torching was consid-
ered in the fi rst place — but 
an agency spokesman said 
tests taken at last month’s 
chip-charring gave the plan 
a clean bill of health.

“All readings were in 
compliance with federal 
standards,” said the spokes-
man, who would not say how 
many trees would be burned 
at Floyd Bennett Field if the 
city goes ahead with its plan.

Haight said the city’s trial 
runs are fl awed since they 
assessed air quality over the 
course of an entire day — not 
just when city offi cials are 
torching the wood chips.

WHY NOT MULCH?: Environmentalists like Pedro Ramos believe 
mulching trees toppled by Hurricane Sandy will help Mother Na-
ture — and make the city a tidy profi t. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Laura Frenzer of Prospect Lefferts Gardens lights a candle as she mourns the deaths of the 
27 women and children gunned down inside the Newtown, Conn. elementary school on Friday 
morning. Dozens gathered outside the Medger Evers College on Saturday to remember those 
killed and demand an end to gun violence. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

AMPHITHEATER PUSH: Borough President Markowitz, whose plan 
to build an outdoor theater in Coney Island was blocked, says he’ll 
get one built before his term is up. Photo by Paul Martinka 

Environmentalists burned 
up over tree-torching plan

Remembering Newtown

Beep: Boro will get an amphitheater
Markowitz vows to get it built before he leaves offi ce in 2014
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Kings Plaza opened on 
Sept. 11, 1970, making it 
possible for Brooklynites 
to shop at their favorite 
stores, all conveniently lo-
cated inside a beautiful, in-
door facility.

It’s wonderful to visit 
this time of year, when it’s 
alive with holiday shop-
pers and all the festivities 
of the season. The voices 
of local schools and com-
munity choruses fill the 
corridors, spreading holi-
day spirit. Shop on week-
day mornings, and you 
may hear the sweet sound 
of school children carol-
ing. On weekends, catch 
entertainers such as the 
Manhattan Dolls, a fe-
male singing group. While 
there, admire the beauti-
ful Christmas tree and hol-
iday displays.

Of course, Santa Claus 
has arrived, straight from 
the North Pole, listening to 

holiday wish lists, and pos-
ing for photos with all the 
boys and girls who come to 
visit. He’ll be there until 
Dec. 24, eager to meet chil-
dren of all ages.

There are some treats 
in store for adults, too. 
Pick up a Holiday Values 
booklet at the customer 
service desk to see special 
promotions and discounts 
offered by many of the par-
ticipating shops. Extended 
holiday shopping hours 
means less rushing and 
more time to select that 
perfect present. Another 
time-saver — have all your 
purchases wrapped beau-
tifully, right at the mall.  

With so many wonder-
ful stores, there are so 
many possibilities for ev-
eryone on your gift list. It 
may be difficult to decide 
what to buy. Fortunately, 
there’s one gift that fits 
everyone — a Kings Plaza 
gift card. There’s no fee to 
purchase one, and doing so 

allows the recipients to se-
lect the presents they pre-
fer, at any of the shops at 
the mall. It doesn’t get any 
easier than that.

When you’ve done all 
your shopping, sit, un-
wind, and enjoy a bite at 
one of Kings Plaza’s nu-
merous eateries. 

For your convenience, 

the mall has baby chang-
ing stations in family re-
strooms, automatic teller 
machines, elevators, es-
calators, drinking foun-
tains, complimentary use 
of wheelchairs, and shop-
ping advisors ready to as-
sist you. There is parking 
on the premises, as well as 
mall security.

When you shop here, 
you’re in good company. 
About 12 to 13 million con-
sumers visit Kings Plaza 
each year, patronizing 
stores that cover more 
than a million square feet. 
Since it opened, Kings 
Plaza has taken its respon-
sibility to be a good neigh-
bor seriously. It employs 

about 4,200 people, 
keeping members of 
the community active 
and working.

Kings Plaza makes 
charitable contribu-
tions to local orga-
nizations, provid-
ing funds as well as 
space for them to hold 
events, plan fund-
raisers, and conduct 
meetings.    

Shop ’til you drop, 
during the holidays, 
and beyond.  

Kings Plaza Shop-
ping Mall [5100 Kings 
Plaza between Flat-
bush Avenue and Ave-
nue U in Marine Park, 

(718) 253–6842, www.King-
sPlazaonline.com]. Open 
Mondays through Fridays, 
10 am–9:30 pm; Saturdays, 
10 am–10 pm; and Sundays, 
11 am–8 pm. See calendar 
on website for extended holi-
day hours. Macy’s will be 
open 24 hours on the last 
three days before Christmas. 

B R O O K LY N  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

When it comes to shopping for the holidays, Kings Plaza is the “king” of kings.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
What do Italians and 

Scandinavians have in com-
mon — besides Bay Ridge?

The answer is Saint 
Lucy — or Santa Lucia, as 
she’s known in sunnier cli-
mates — whose feast day 
was celebrated at the Christ 
Church after-school pro-
gram on Dec. 13. 

The kids honored the 
Sicilian-born martyr — 
one of the few saints found 
in Protestant Nordic tradi-

tions — in the old Swedish 
fashion, with a procession 
and songs that welcomed 
the holiday season and the 
winter solstice. 

“It’s really beautiful, 
because we have a great 
space here, a building from 
1910,” said program direc-
tor Victoria Hofmo, known 
for her work with the Scan-
dinavian East Coast Mu-
seum.

More than half of the 
42 kids in the after-school 

program volunteered to 
join the festivities, with 
11-year-old Sally Amro 
leading the procession 
dressed in Saint Lucy’s 
red sash and crown of can-
dles. Amro carried a plate 
of saffron Lucia rolls with 
her — bright yellow buns 
representing the sun. 

Other girls dressed as 
Saint Lucy’s angelic at-
tendants, wearing white 
clothes and silver crowns 
and sashes. The young men 

became “star boys” wear-
ing peaked bakers hats. 

The children sang the 
Italian standard “Santa 
Lucia” with Swedish lyr-
ics, “Silent Night,” and  
“Tomte’s Song” — named for 
the gnome-like trickster of 
Nordic mythology — for an 
audience of 40-plus friends 
and family members. After-
ward, the kids made Santa 
Lucia ornaments, Santa 
Claus clothespins, and 
Krumkake cookies. 

CHILDREN OF THE SUN: (Left) Girls from the Christ Church after-
school program honor Santa Lucia in song. (Center). Students kick 
off a parade as part of the traditional winter solstice celebration. 
(Above) Sally Anro, 11, led the procession as Saint Lucy. 
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Ridge kids celebrate Santa Lucia
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Berlin

Colour

Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Pilo Arts Blow Out

Receive 2 FREE CERTIFICATES
total value $62

(Two Creative Stylist Blow Outs $31 each)

 SALE ENDS 12/31/12

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional
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Send-A-Santa
718-251-0500

We sell a 
full line 
of Santa 
suits and 

accessories

Have 
Santa show 
up at your 
home or 
business

9520 AVENUE L, Canarsie
wwww.HavinAParty.com

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Headquarters

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Hurricane Sandy crip-

pled the New York Aquar-
ium when it crashed down 
on Coney Island, claim 
Wildlife Conservation So-
ciety members who say that 
only a portion of the popu-
lar marine exhibits will be 
open to the public this sum-
mer.

New York Aquarium of-
fi cials say nearly all of the 
fi sh in their exhibits es-
caped the super storm un-
scathed — with the excep-
tion of a school of freshwater 
fi sh in an outdoor pond that 
was swept out to sea — but 
the facility itself has been 
treading water over the last 
month and a half.

Workers don’t believe 
that the closed 14-acre fi sh-
bowl — which is usually 
open year round — will be 
ship shape by the start of 

next year’s summer sea-
son.

“We are looking to be 
partially open by May,” said 
aquarium director Jon Doh-

lin, adding that the seaside 
institution is still assessing 
damage and waiting for in-
surance and Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
funds to come through. “A 
lot of things are still up in 
the air right now.”

Dohlin said  Sandy lit-
erally left the aquarium 
under water , knocking out 
nearly all of its electron-
ics, including back-up gen-
erators, transformers, and 
vital pumps and fi ltration 
systems necessary to keep 
the tanks clean.

“Everything you imag-
ine being damaged, aside 
from the tanks themselves, 
was damaged,” said Doh-
lin, who explained that his 
team had to fi nd inventive 
ways to change the water 
and control temperatures 
and oxygen levels. 

Currently, electricity 

is coursing through three-
quarters of the aquarium, 
which should be operating 
at full power by the end of 
2012, said Dohlin, who’s 
happy that more than 90 
percent of the aquarium’s 
marine life —  including 
orphaned infant walrus 

Mitik , who came to Coney 
from Alaska in October af-
ter his rescue from the Arc-
tic Ocean — didn’t have to 
be moved to other locales.

“All of our collection is 
in great health,” Dohlin 
said. “It’s truly amazing, 
and a testament to the hard 

work and dedication of our 
staff.”

Despite the damage the 
aquarium incurred, the 
city is still planning to go 
ahead with the $125 million 
shark tank addition Mayor 
Bloomberg  announced ear-
lier this year,  Dohlin said.

I FEEL YOUR PAIN: Workers at the New York Aquarium knew what it felt like to be in a fi sh tank after 
Hurricane Sandy hit. Photos by Julie Larsen

Coney’s fi sh-free 
winter season

SANDY SURVIVOR:  Aquarium 
offi cials say that Mitik the wal-
rus survived the super storm 
unscathed and is doing well at 
the shuttered facility, which 
was devastated by the hurri-
cane. Courtesy New York Aquarium
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Chef Marie Aflak

G R A P E V I N E
Mediterranean Kitchen   TEN WINNERS–

DRAWING DATE DECEMBER 17, 2012
Bring this completed entry form to Customer Service by 12/16/2012. 

Name

Address

City              State   Zip 

Email 

Phone

One entry per person. Must be 18 years or older. 
Complete details and rules available at Customer Service.

Macy’

Flatbush Ave. & Ave. U, Brooklyn, N 718-253-684 kingsplazaonline.com

DR

ENTER TO WIN A $500
SHOPPING SPREE!

at

at Kings Plaza!

Visit

Through Dec. 24, 2012
Located on Level 2

near Guess

MONDAY – SATURDAY
11:00 am to 9:00 pm

SUNDAY
Break 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Let’s lighten up on tok-

ers lighting up, says dis-
trict attorney candidate 
Abe George.

The aspiring top pros-
ecutor — who is  running 
against longtime district 
attorney Charles Hynes  — 
says he’ll blaze ahead with 
steps to decriminalize mar-
ijuana if he’s elected to of-
fi ce, even if politicians in 
Albany fail to do the same.

“We don’t have to wait 
for New York state legisla-
ture to act,” said George, a 
former assistant district at-
torney in Manhattan and 
a Sheepshead Bay native. 
“Nobody knows what’s go-
ing to happen with them, 
but rather than wait, we 
can do this ourselves.”

George says that if he’s 
elected in the 2013 elec-
tion, he will not hit people 
caught with relatively small 
amounts of marijuana — up 
to 25 grams — with misde-
meanors, opting instead to 
give them violations, “non-

criminal offenses” that  nor-
mally don’t appear on crim-
inal records .

The move would let 
Brooklyn prosecutors fo-
cus on more serious crimes, 
George claims.

“We lead the city in ho-
micides and we have no 
cyber crime unit,” he said. 
“Let’s take the resources 
we spend here and refocus 
them in areas that are more 
important.”

Marijuana enforcement 
is a major burden on the 
police force and the city’s 
courts system —  cops ar-
rest 140 people citywide  for 
marijuana possession ev-
ery day, making it the most 
common cause of arrest in 
the city, according to data 
from 2010. Experts contend 
that arrests for marijuana 
possession  cost the city $75 
million a year .

Pot smokers currently 
caught with 25 grams of 
the plant face misdemeanor 
charges only if their weed 
was in public view — but 

critics claim those busted 
in the NYPD’s controver-
sial stop-and-frisk program 
are often ordered to empty 
their pockets, effectively 
putting their weed in public 
view and setting them up 
for misdemeanors.

Hynes says that George’s 
policy is similar to his own, 
and says he backs a piece 
of legislation introduced 
by Gov. Cuomo that called 
for decriminalizing small 

BLAZING AHEAD: Former Man-
hattan prosecutor and Sheep-
shead Bay native Abe George 
says he will work to decriminal-
ize marijuana if he is elected 
Brooklyn’s district attorney. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Pot luck! District Attorney 
hopeful has weed agenda

Continued on page 7
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Time to heel
A sneaky thief swiped a woman’s purse 

while she was trying to get her heel out of 
a sidewalk crack on 95th street Dec. 14, ac-
cording to cops.

The Staten Island native told police she 
was between Third and Fourth avenues at 
4:40 pm when her stiletto’s heel got stuck in 
a break in the pavement. 

She set down her pricey Coach bag — 
with her Coach wallet and $70 cash inside 
— for a moment to free her footwear, but the 
crook ran up and grabbed it before jumping 
in a dark blue Nissan and speeding off.

Tiring
A rubber bandit made off with the tires 

and rims from a vehicle parked on Sixth 
Avenue sometime overnight on Dec. 13, po-
lice report.

The victim told cops he left his car in 
front of his house between 68th and 69th 
streets at 10 pm, and woke up at 1:45 am to 
a strange noise outside — but decided not to 
investigate. 

Maybe he should have: when he went out 
to move the vehicle at 7:15 am, his treads 
and fl ashy decorations were gone.

They’ve got that
A looting lass walked out of a Fifth Av-

enue offi ce supplies store with another 
woman’s bag on Dec. 16, according to au-
thorities.

The victim said she left her purse unat-
tended in the chain store located between 
93rd and 94th streets at 6 pm, and came 
back half an hour later to fi nd that someone 
had taken the bag. 

Security cameras show another 
woman picking up the pocketbook and 
leaving with it.

No help
A lowlife swiped a cashier’s purse from 

behind the register at a Fifth Avenue shop 
on Dec. 12 while the victim was turned the 
other way, cops say.

The victim reported that the crook came 
into the boutique between 69th and 70th 

streets at 4:15 pm and asked for assistance 
fi nding clothes. 

The victim turned her back for a mo-
ment, and the villain reached over the 
counter and stole her bag.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Nightmare before Xmas
A heartless Grinch cleaned out the toys 

from an 18th Avenue apartment on Dec. 11, 
police report.

The victim said she came home to her 
apartment at the corner of 90th Street at 5 
pm to fi nd that the anti-Claus had broken 
her front door open and swiped the chil-
dren’s playthings from inside.

Heads up
A thoughtless goon chucked a water bot-

tle from the Bay Parkway train platform on 
86th Street that struck a woman below the 
platform in the eye on Dec. 10, according to 
cops.

The victim said that she was beneath 
the tracks near Bay 31st Street when the 
container fell from above and struck her 
right eyeball, causing a nasty cut. An am-
bulance brought her to Lutheran Medical 
Center, where she got several stitches.

School daze
A brutal bully beat another boy bloody 

in Seth Low Park on Dec. 11, cops say.
The 14-year-old victim’s mother reported 

that the two were duking it out in the Bay 
Parkway green space at 2:30 pm following 
an argument at Brooklyn Studio Second-
ary School at the corner of 84th Street and 
21st Avenue during lunchtime. 

The victim came out with a broken nose, 

fractured arm, and an injured eye that re-
quired stitches at Methodist Hospital.

Hulk out
An incredible crook busted through the 

wall of a 15th Avenue apartment on Dec. 12 
and stole $500 from inside. 

The victim told cops that he returned to 
his home between 79th and 80th streets at 
noon to see a hole in his wall and his money 
missing

Out of her clutch
Two goons wrested a wristlet from a 

woman leaving the 24th Avenue D train 
stop Dec. 15, according to cops.

The victim said she left the station on 
86th Street at 2 am, when the the two crooks 
crept up behind her and pulled the little bag 
off her arm and fl ed.

Hair in the batter
A solicitor swiped a cellphone and 

money from the countertop of an Avenue U 
bakery on Dec. 16, police say.

The victim reported that the villain 
came into his store between W. Eighth and 
W. Ninth streets hawking hair products at 
3 pm. When the salesman left, the baker re-
alized his mobile device and $300 in cash 
were missing.  — Will Bredderman

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—SEAGATE

Crowbar crook
A 50-year-old man was arrested beating 

another man with a crowbar and then chok-
ing him on Ocean Parkway on Dec. 14.

The victim told police that he was be-
tween Neptune and Oceanview avenues at 

7:20 am when the suspect began pummel-
ing him with the steel item, bashing his 
face and limbs. 

The suspect then allegedly pinned the 
victim to a wall with the crowbar — against 
the victim’s neck.

Fists of fury
Police arrested an 18-year-old man who 

they say pummeled a woman on E. 16th 
Street on Aug. 21.

The victim told police that she was be-
tween Neptune and Mermaid avenues at 
2:30 pm when the suspect began striking 
her repeatedly upon the head with his fi sts.

Punch happy
Police arrested a 27-year-old woman 

who they say punched a man in the face on 
Oceanview Avenue on Dec. 9.

The victim told police that she was be-
tween Brighton Sixth and Brighton Sev-
enth streets at 6:45 pm when the suspect 
slugged him in the kisser.  

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Home invasion
Cops arrested two men, ages 20 and 

27, for beating a man inside his Avenue Y 
apartment during a Dec. 11 home invasion. 

The victim told police that he was in-
side his home between E. 12th and E. 13th 
streets at 7:30 pm when the suspects forced 
their way inside his home and began to beat 
him, kicking him in the face. 

Jewel heist
A burglar looted an E. 26th Street house 

on Dec. 16 — taking $8,000 in jewelry and 
cash.

The victim told police that the suspect 
stole into his apartment between Avenues 
V and W through a second-fl oor window 
at 8:20 pm, and grabbed a $3,000 pendant, a 
$2,000 ring, and an additional $3,000 in Ben-
jamin Franklins. It could have been worse: 
the burglar was unable to breach a safe the 
victim owned, cops said.  — Colin Mixson

Live Holistic 
 

Includes: Complete History, Consultation, 
Thermal Image Study & X-Rays (if necessary)

Dr. Vincent Adamo
718-921-5483

446 Bay Ridge Pkwy., Brooklyn, NY 11209

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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Make the Holidays a Little

SWEETER
MERRY GINGERBREAD MEN FESTIVAL™

With gingerbread men-shaped 
pineapple and strawberries 
dipped in gourmet 
chocolate

*Offer valid at participating locations. Valid on arrangements and dipped fruit boxes. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer code must be used when placing order. Containers may vary. Arrangements available 
in a variety of sizes. Delivery not available in all areas. EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS® & Design and all other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. ©2012 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

Make life a little sweeter.™

To order, please call or visit:

EdibleArrangements.com

718-535-7909
1736 Sheepshead Bay Road

Brooklyn, New York

347-587-7500
5114 Avenue N

Brooklyn, New York

718-837-3784
1446 86th Street

Brooklyn, New York

718-522-6300
224 Livingston Street
Brooklyn, New York

A day after a deranged gunman killed 20 children 
and six adults in a Newtown, Conn., elementary school, 
Brooklyn District Attorney Charles Hynes took 134 guns 
off the streets of Brooklyn with his gun buyback pro-
gram.

Weapons recovered in the “no questions asked” col-
lection, where residents were given $200 for their weap-
ons at two northern Brooklyn churches, included 80 re-
volvers, 31 semi-automatics, four rifles, three shotguns, 
and one sawed-off shotgun. More than 15 other weapons, 
including B.B. guns, starter pistols, and zipguns, were 
also handed in, officials said.

“Once again, we have shown the effectiveness of inno-
vation and creativity in law enforcement, in taking guns 
off the streets and making Brooklyn an even safer place 
to live,” said Hynes.

Hynes’s program was launched in July, 2008. Last 
June, 70 guns were turned in at one church as part of 
the program. In 2010, 287 guns were collected in Brook-
lyn at six churches. And in 2008, there were three gun 
buybacks at a combined 16 churches, resulting in 1,532 
guns. 

Hynes followed the buyback program by penning a 
letter to the New York Times, demanding the creation of 
a national commission on gun control.

“The commission should be made up of experts from 
the fields of law enforcement, school safety, mental 
health, academia, and sociology and include a represen-
tative from a respected hunting organization,” Hynes 
wrote. “The prospect of prohibiting interstate trans-
portation of guns, requiring background criminal and 

psychiatric checks before gun purchases at gun shows, 
a ban once again on automatic weapons, and on high-ca-
pacity ammunition magazine — all could be approved by 
Congress and not violate the Supreme Court’s interpre-
tation of the Second Amendment.”

More than 40 members of a notorious Bushwick street 
gang are facing serious jail time now that the crew has 
been hit with a bevy of criminal charges including mur-
der, assault, burglary, and weapons possession.

Brooklyn District Attorney Charles Hynes said that 

the 68-count indictment is a list of crimes committed by 
the True Bosses Only crew between November, 2010 and 
September, 2012.

“This gang brought fear to the people of Bushwick, 
roaming the streets, committing violent crimes,” Hynes 
said at a recent press conference. “This particular ‘street 
crew’ is unique in regards to how organized their hier-
archy is. We have to take down these gangs and street 
crews in the early stages before they become organized 
and more dangerous. This takedown is yet another re-
minder to gangs that if you continue your illegal activi-
ties, it is not a question of whether you are going to get 
caught, but when you will get caught.”

Officials say the gang was created in 2003 and grew 
significantly over the years in size, recruiting new mem-
bers, forming alliances with other gangs, such as Hood-
starz and Brower Boys, and expanding their territory 
into Coney Island and Brownsville. As TBO grew in size, 
the gang created subsets, 730 Krookz and RGz, with mem-
bers as young as 12 years old who had to commit crimes 
to earn promotions into the gang. 

The gang became so confident that it brazenly roamed 
the streets of Bushwick, openly carrying guns, investi-
gators claim.   

The indictment accused True Bosses Only mem-
bers with the murder of Derrick Bethea back in May, 
2011. Several members allegedly searched for Bethea, a 
member of a rival gang, in retaliation for a prior attack 
on a True Bosses Only member. Upon learning of his 
whereabouts, eight alleged gang members descended on 
Bethea, and he was ultimately shot and killed.  

DA gun buyback nets 134 firearms 
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICSSOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The owner of Boardwalk staple 

Cha Cha’s says the storied, San-
dy-sunk honky-tonk will be back 
— but exactly when is anybody’s 
guess.

“You’ll just have to ask Presi-
dent Obama and the mayor when 
it’ll be open,” said John “Cha Cha” 
Ciarcia, who vowed his beloved 
watering hole would rise again 
from the fl oods that wrecked his 
new restaurant’s interior just 
eight months after it opened on 
Surf Avenue, following its un-
ceremonious eviction with other 
Boardwalk businesses last year.

Ciarcia said the opening was 
delayed because he was still bat-
tling the treacherous waters of 
his insurance company and fed-

eral aid, leaving him to fund the 
repairs out of pocket.

“It’s all me right now,” said the 
ex-carny. “Where are the grants? 
All they’re offering is bulls---
loans.”

The taproom titan promised 
that his storied spot will be ex-
actly as patrons remember it 
when it reopens — complete with 
an open front, a kitchen in back, 
and an adjoining pizzeria.

“It’ll be just like it was,” he 
said. 

Those who can’t imagine a sum-
mer at the People’s Playground 
without Cha Cha’s shouldn’t fear 
because  Ciarcia’s 12-ride Steeple-
chase-Fun Park  on Stillwell Av-
enue between Bowery Street and 
the Boardwalk — which has its 
own bar — will be back in 2013, he 
promised.

DON’T CALL IT A COMEBACK: John Cha 
Cha Ciarcia, who lost thousands when 
Hurricane Sandy hit Coney Island, says 
he will return to Surf Avenue next year. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Cha Cha’s to return — again! 
Bar to rise above fl ood waters

Frederick Trilli of Cobble Hill says that he will make his traditional holi-
day stride over the Brooklyn Bridge until the day he bites the dust. 

He’s running to town!
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For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, 
or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER
$39.95pp

APPETIZER (Choice of One): Calamari Fritti, Mozzarella di Casa, Caprino Salad, 
Crab Cakes, Seafood Salad or Fried Shrimp

ENTREÉ (Choice of One): Orecchiette with Broccoli Rabe & Sausage, 
Spaghetti White Clam Sauce, Linguine Rio Mare, Salmone Filet, Shrimp Oreganata, 

Chicken Vesuvio or Veal Marsala

DESSERT (Choice of One): Panna Cotta, Tiramisu or Cannoli

KIDS MENU & A LA CARTE MENU
ALSO AVAILABLE ON CHRISTMAS EVE & NEW YEAR’S EVE

Sales tax & gratuity not included
Limited Seating Reserve Your Table Today!

7305 Third Avenue
Brooklyn
718.745.0222 
www.VesuvioBayRidge.com

OPEN NEW YEARS DAY: NOON - MIDNIGHT

NEW YEAR’S EVE MIDNIGHT 
CELEBRATION

$75pp
Wine, dine & dance into 2013, Monday, December 31st from 8:30pm-1:30am. 

Price includes pre fi xe menu, open bar, live DJ & non stop dancing, 
complimentary champagne toast & party favors at midnight!

APPETIZER: Cold Antipasto

PASTA (Choice of One): Penne Vodka or Linguine White Clam Sauce

ENTREÉ (Choice of One): Red Snapper, Chicken Vesuvio, Filet Mignon or 
Veal Marsala

FAMILY STYLE: Italian Cookies

DESSERT: Tiramisu

Sales tax & gratuity not included

This Holiday Season Families 
Are Depending on YOU! 
Please donate
this holiday season
to help a family
in need.

bedstuyagainsthunger.org
or call 718.773.3551

1.800.696.2000

PCRICHARD.COM
OR VISIT

66  SHOWROOMS SERVING NY, NJ, CT, PA

L O C AT E
OUR 66
 SHOWROOMS
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Beats Solo® HD 
Headphones ���������	


SALE...
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18% OFF
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12.2 MEGA-PIXEL
DIGITAL SLR WITH
18-55 IMAGE STABILIZED LENS
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32” CLASS LED HDTV
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The Company You Can Trust • Est. 1909
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9AM-11 PM

MON (CHRISTMAS EVE)
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11. Dr. Conchita Mendoza
12. Dr. Eileen Rassi
13. Dr. Benjamin A. Rosenberg
14. Dr. Joshua Rosenberg
15. Dr. Thazin Saw
16. Dr. Alla Akivis
17. Dr. Richard Crummer
18. Dr. Margaret Donat
19. Dr. Eve Faber
20. Dr. Richard Sadovsky

With 20 of the Brooklyn area’s most recognized doctors, hospitals 
and healthcare providers in our network, CareMore gives you 
access to healthcare experts you already know and trust. Don’t  
wait until it’s too late—make CareMore part of your life today.

 �

Church Care Center 
2412 Church Ave. 
Brooklyn

 �

Ralph Care Center 
2265 Ralph Ave. 
Brooklyn

Learn more about your options!!
The CareMore health delivery system is available exclusively through 
Empire BlueCross BlueShield. Visit a Care Center near you for 
more information, or call to speak with one of our knowledgeable 
representatives and schedule a convenient appointment in your 
home. Explore your options. You may still be eligible to enroll!!

Customer Service 1-888-326-4431, TTY Line 711, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week (except Thanksgiving and Christmas) from October 1 through February 
14, and Monday through Friday (except holidays) from February 15 through September 30. Empire BlueCross BlueShield is a Health plan with a Medicare contract. 
CareMore Care Centers are available exclusively to Medicare beneficiaries who enroll in select Empire BlueCross BlueShield Medicare Advantage plans. A sales person 
will be present with information and applications. For accommodations of persons with special needs at sales meetings call 1-855-407-3391, TTY Line 711.  
 Y0071_13_16391_U_002 CMS Accepted 12/09/2012

Visit us online at: www.getcaremore.com
Or call toll free: 1-855-407-3391  

(TTY users should call: 711) to RSVP 
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., seven days a week.

1. Dr. Teofila Malanum
2. Dr. Herold Simon
3. Dr. Regina Sotnik
4. Dr. Enayatollah Hariri
5. Dr. Chenna Reddy
6. Dr. Shavon Dillon
7. Dr. Christine Kimble
8. Dr. Matthew Lane
9. Dr. Nyo Lwin

10. Dr. Lidiya Markova

Reasons Why CareMore 
is Right for You.20

CAME_Brooklyn_SEP_Ad_BayRidge Courier.indd   1 12/7/12   3:50 PM

BY COLIN MIXSON
Bergen Beach senior Eugene 

Fellner is a big kid at heart.
The retired city worker, 64, 

has become a local celebrity for 
decking the cherry tree in front 
of his E. 70th Street home between 
Avenues N and T with more than 
600 stuffed animals — plush yet 
hardy souls Fellner said survived 
Hurricane Sandy.

But his pastime has nothing to 
do with the season of goodwill, he 
claims.

“It’s not a Christmas thing,” 
said Fellner, who began his hobby 
humbly enough by festooning the 
towering timber with its fi rst toy 
“fruit” — an abandoned stuffed ti-
ger — back in 2007.

“It took me three years to get 
over 75 animals, now I’ve got 626!” 
said the proud collector, who calls 
his home the “E. 70th Street Zoo” 
and says fuzzy greatness was 
thrust upon him by neighbors 
and passers-by who donated most 
of the toys, and well wishers who 

stopped to admire the Tickle Me 
Elmo, Taz the Tasmanian Devil, 
Simba of Lion King fame, and the 
assortment of other toy mutts, tab-
bies, bears, and birds.

“People give me bags of them,” 
he added. “Sometimes I know 
where they come from, and some-
times I fi nd a bag full of them on 
my front door.”

Fellner also has allies to keep 
the stuffed animals in the pink: 
local seamstresses have donated 
their time and trouble to mend the 
weather-worn playthings.

“Some of them need sewing, 
but there are some handy people 
on the block that can stitch them 
up,” he said.

His biggest problem is fi nding 
ways to reach the upper reaches of 
his 30-foot tree because the lower 
rungs are already too weighed 
down with toys.

“It’s getting harder now to fi nd 
places to put them on without 
some kind of cherry picker,” said 
Fellner. 

Fortunately, neighbors are al-
ways willing to pitch in, including 
a lumberjack who scampers up the 
tree to add a new novelty or two.

“He’s more used to climbing 
a tree with a chainsaw than a 
stuffed doll!” chuckled the grate-
ful hobbyist.

The handsome hardwood has 
become so popular that it stops 
folks in their tracks.

“People stop, they get out of 
their cars, and everybody has 
these smartphones, taking pic-
tures,” said Fellner, adding that 
he gives them his traditional pitch 
— hey, brother, can you spare a 
stuffed toy?

The enthusiast also guards his 
prized collection like a mother 
hen: he rushed out of his home 
recently to make sure some tree 
workers he saw weren’t making 
a beeline for his awesome arbor, 
only to fi nd they were immortal-
izing it.

“They were all taking pictures 
of it!” he said.

Senior decks tree with more than 600 stuffed animals

THAT TREE IS STUFFED: The cherry tree on the front lawn of Eugene Fellner’s 
E. 70th Street home is bursting at the seams with more than 600 stuffed animals 
donated by friends and neighbors. Photo by Steve Solomonson

BLOOMING TOYS 
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FOR NETS TICKETS CALL 
(718) NETS-TIX 

OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Jaron Fisch, 8
Fisch, from Manhattan, shows he’s a Nets fan and says Deron 

Williams is his favorite player.
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3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy.
Brooklyn, NY
(10 blocks West of Coney Island Ave.)

amounts of marijuana 
— but that plan  went up in 
smoke  in the Republican-
controlled state Senate.

So until pot is legal, 
Hynes favors issuing oth-
erwise-law-abiding tokers 
an “adjournment in con-
templation of dismissal” 
— meaning courts dismiss 
their case after 12 months 
so long as defendants stay 

out of trouble.
“In the meantime, my 

policy is a presumptive [ad-
journment in contemplation 
of dismissal] for anyone ar-
rested in Brooklyn who has 
no prior criminal record.”

George says he would 
go even further and halt 
the NYPD from conducting 
stop-and-frisk searches, re-
ducing marijuana arrests 
and ending a policy that he 
claims blatantly disregards 
civil rights.

“Marijuana has been a 

pathway for getting minori-
ties in trouble for too long 
— these misdemeanors jus-
tify these illegal stop and 
frisks,” he said.

That said, George says 
he’s not worried about being 
painted as soft on crime.

“I’m not the long-haired 
hippie guy,” said George, 
who is bald. “I’ve been a 
prosecutor for eight years 
and I understand that this 
is something we should not 
be spending our resources 
on.”

Continued from page 14 

Weed laws

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Gowanus merchants 

fear for their lives after a 
gun-toting robber held up 
the owner of a Third Av-
enue pie shop in broad day-
light — and they say they 
need more police patrolling 
the neighborhood’s increas-
ingly commercial streets. 

Business owners called 
for greater enforcement and 
more lighting on the strip 
in a meeting with 78 Pre-
cinct brass following the 
scary Thanksgiving Day 
mugging.

“I’m concerned for my 
safety. It’s scary that some-
thing like this could hap-
pen,” said Dylan Goodrich, 
the manager at the Pilates 
Garage on Third Avenue 
near Eighth Street.

“We do need more police 
patrol,” she said. “There’s a 
lot of riff-raff around here. 
There are some vagrants 
and drug addicts, and 
there’s prostitution.”

Worry spread quickly 
after an armed mugger con-

fronted Emily Elsen, the 
owner of Four & Twenty 
Blackbirds at the corner of 
Eight Street, as she got into 
her car at 4:30 pm after one 
of the most lucrative days of 
the year for her business.

The perp yanked open 
the driver’s-side door and 
pointed a gun at Elsen while 
an accomplice grabbed her 
laptop from the vehicle’s 
unlocked trunk.

“I could see the weapon. 
He showed it to me. He said, 
‘Don’t say anything, don’t 
move,’ ” said Elsen.

The gunman grabbed 
Elsen’s cellphone from her 
hand and fl ed in a getaway 
car, according to cops.

More than a dozen Gow-
anus merchants called for 
greater NYPD presence last 
Wednesday at the Third 
Avenue bar Halyards in 
a forum organized by the 
Eighth Street Block Asso-
ciation and the Gowanus 
Alliance. 

“We’re not a very busy 
strip — it gets quiet down 

here,” said Elsen, who plans 
to install security cameras 
in and around her shop af-
ter the stickup. “It’s impor-
tant that [police] increase 
patrols. Even if they are 
just driving through, the 
presence helps.”

Neighborhood boosters 
say cops should know that 
Gowanus is transitioning 
from a sleepy industrial 
area to a lively retail cor-
ridor — but it can still feel 
desolate at night.

“Although Third Avenue 
is starting to see more busi-
nesses, there is still that 
element of isolation in the 
evening and at night and we 
need more police involve-
ment so that these people 
are not going to be easy 
targets to criminals,” said 
Paul Basile, president of the 
Gowanus Alliance.

Deputy Inspector Mi-
chael Ameri of the 78th 
Precinct, who attended the 
meeting, called the robbery 
an isolated crime in a gen-
erally safe neighborhood.

Merchants: We want bigger 
police presence in Gowanus
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HAIR DREAMS
WITH HAIR EXTENSIONS
All about hair extensions

Body and volume 
through hair thickening

Trendy styles with effect strands

BENSIMON HAIR BEAUTY
468 Avenue P, 
Brooklyn, NY 11223
Open Sunday - Friday

718-998-3099
Email: bensimondayspa@yahoo.com

www.hairdreams.com
www.bensimonspa.com

Wow! Only

$100
Wow! Only

$100
Wow! Only

$100
KERATIN BRAZILIAN 
SMOOTHING THERAPY 

by Coco’s
 Reduces frizz and curl
 Blocks effects of humidity
 Makes hair smoother
 Leaves hair shinier
 Cuts down on blow-dry time

Large variety of keratin treatments available

THE MOST TALENTED 
Artists & Staff 

 Color - roots, single process by 
Koleston Perfect Wella Products

 Scalp & hair treatment
 Hair cut & blow dry
with select hairdressers

 Happy feet mani/pedi

FULL HEAD
of Highlights

Formulated 
& Made 

in the USA

Every 
Wednesday 

Only!

Soft
Smooth

Shiny

With Bensimon 
YOU GET 

THE BEST
Experience 

The Professional  

EDGE

INCLUDES
 Gloss  Blow dry
 Haircut  Style

*With Selected Hair Dressers *Mandatory $25 Gratuity

FREE Consultation, 
Call Bensimon Salon & Spa
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
 Three crumbling Q 

train stations at Beverly 
Road, Cortelyou Road, and 
Parkside Avenue are get-
ting a $10 million makeover 
the Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority says will 
return them to their former 
glory, but outraged area 
merchants say the renova-
tions will tie up straphang-
ers and leave businesses in 
the red for up to a year.

“That’s going to be ter-
rible for my business!” said 
Susan Siegal, owner of the 
recently opened craft out-
post Brooklyn ARTery when 
informed of the planned clo-
sure of the Cortelyou Road 
station. “Closing both Bev-
erley and Cortelyou roads 
will make it really hard for 
businesses to survive.”

The MTA plans on shut-
ting service at all three sta-
tions, one direction at a time, 
with the southbound sides 
beginning in May through 

October 2013, and the north-
bound sides from November 
2013 through March 2014.

“By doing that we knock 
out about one year of con-
struction time, it also saves 

a lot of security and safety 
issues,” said Andrew In-
glesby, assistant director 
of community relations for 
the MTA. “But we’re saving 
money as well.”

The agency has not de-
cided which direction to 
tackle fi rst, although com-
munity representatives 
urged the MTA to close the 
Manhattan-bound plat-
forms fi rst, to maintain ser-
vice to Cortelyou Road mer-
chants during the lucrative 
holiday shopping season.

But business owners 
fretted over the bigger pic-
ture.

“People from outside the 
neighborhood will just de-
cide to buy things elsewhere 
and people who live here 
who walk by will not come 
by anymore,” said Siegal.

Subway activists, how-
ever, cheered the rehab.

“A lot of people are in-
credibly excited about this,” 
said Tim Thomas, an area 
blogger  who lobbied the 
agency for years to repair 
the dilapidated Parkside 
Avenue — a once regal gate-
way to Prospect Park that 
was built in 1905.  

Cortelyou merchants not happy with MTA’s rehab plan

Flatbush station rage

Turkey, Goose, Capon, Duck, Rack of Lamb,  
Pork Roast, Rib Roast, Whole Fillet Mignon
Have a joyous holiday season and a healthy new year!

Still time to order
for the holidays!

START YOUR CAREER WITH US!

Queens Campus
69-30 Austin St.
Forest Hills, NY

866-502-5120

Brooklyn Campus
8109 Bay Parkway

Brooklyn, NY
866-891-9819

OPEN HOUSE
EVERY WEDNESDAY!

SSTTAARRT YYOOUURR CAARREEEERR WWIITTHH UUSS!!START YOUR CAREER WITH US!

us

9

PARKSIDE PUSH: (From left) Neighbors Tim Thomas, Quest Fan-
ning, Madeline Fix-Hansen, and Rudolph Delson say they have been 
pushing for change at the Parkside Avenue subway station for 
years. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

The source for news
in your neighborhood:
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Check your jewelry box for broken, tangled 
or mismatched jewelry - rings, earrings, 
pendants, watches, bracelets - and we will pay 
you top dollar instantly! 

Call us today for an appointment, and we’ll 
appraise and buy your items on the spot.

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Invite your friends and family to make quick cash.
It’s a fun, safe and convenient way for you and your 

friends to turn your outdated gold jewelry into cash!
30%
EXTRA CA$H
YOU WILL RECEIVE AN EXTRA 

30% IN CASH WHEN WE 
PURCHASE YOUR GOLD *

Present this coupon upon your price quote and you 
will receive an extra 30% cash bonus. Bonus cannot 
exceed $100. This coupon may not be combine with 

any other promotion or special price offer. Limit 
1 coupon per customer. Offer expires 12/23/2012.

(718) 339-GOLD 4653

VISIT US ON THE WEB  www.cashforgoldbk.com

BROOKLYN, NY

Nothing to Lose,  
Everything to Gain!

1623 Ave. U  
Near East 17th St.

DCA# 1361142

4905 Ave. N  
Near Utica Ave. 
DCA# 1373537

2233 65th St.  
Near Bay Parkway 

DCA# 1420833

2619-2 86th St.  
Near West 13th St. 

DCA# 1408714

252 Flatbush Ave.  
Near St. Marks Ave.

DCA# 1383520

WE BUY  
PAWN 

TICKETS 

STORE HOURS:

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR, LIMITED 1 PROMOTION PER PERSON. 
*GET ONE ENTRY BLANK FOR EACH $200 WE BUY FROM YOU. IF YOU SELL US $1000 OR MORE WE WILL DOUBLE YOUR ENTRIES! 

BRAND NEW MINI iPAD RAFFLE

216-17 Merrick Blvd.  
Springfield Gardens

DCA# 1387619

QUEENS, NY
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By Dr. Stephen Finger

When I was running for Congress several 
years ago, I was often asked whether I was in 
favor of making same sex marriage legal. The 
answer,

“No, it shouldn’t be legal. It should be 
compulsory.”

My reasoning was that if couples like Joe and 
Bill got up each morning and began the day by 
apologizing to each other for the things they 
did, said, should have done but didn’t do, were 
about to do, etc., it would give them a certain 
commonality with couples consisting of one 
man and one woman (now often referred to 
as ‘mixed marriages’) and we’d all get along 
better.

Ok, it was only a joke. Ha, ha. Nobody laughed 
and so here I am in Brooklyn, writing articles 
which are occasionally amusing, instead of 
being in Washington writing laws which are 
never amusing.

Anyway, I’ve got another idea. If you don’t 
like it, don’t worry. A Tax Partner Law would 
be simple, easy to understand, probably help a 
lot of people and require no new bureaucracy. 
In other words, it has no chance of passing.    

Though regulating marriage is clearly a state 
function, the federal government could allow 
same sex couples (partners) to file federal tax 
returns jointly, have the same federal estate tax 
benefits as married couples, and be entitled to 
spousal (partner) social security and medicare 
benefits. These all fall under the jurisdiction of 
the federal government and would, therefore, 
not present a constitutional problem.

And besides, why not give same sex couples 
these rights? Fair is fair. If you pay the same 
taxes as everyone else, you should get the same 
tax benefits as everyone else. There’s no tax 
deduction for being gay. Why should there be 
a penalty?

And it would be easy to administer. Just 
pick up a ‘partnership’ application at any post 
office, get it notarized, and bring it back. No 
more complicated than getting a passport. It 
would be like a marriage without in-laws.

Everything else about marriage should be 
left to the states where it belongs. States that 
have estate and income taxes could decide for 
themselves whether or not they wanted to have 
a state ‘tax partner law.’ Same thing with same 
sex marriage, purely a state matter.

And, of course, every couple could make 
their own decisions as to where they wanted 
to live or to retire. Let the states, through their 
tax laws, compete for these folks. No different 
from what straight couples do now.

Tax Partner Laws, a perfect solution to a 
complicated problem? No, probably not. But 
better than the mess we have now? Maybe.
 Visit our blog at: www.ThePointingFinger.
Blogspot.com. -  We’ll leave the light on for you.
Dr. Finger practices medicine (Otolaryngology) 
in Brooklyn. He ran for Congress in ‘06 on both 
Libertarian and Republican lines. Contact: 
DrSteveFinger@aol.com

BUSINESS BROOKLYN STYLE – ADVERTISEMENT

Time For A Tax Partner Law?
The Pointing Finger

NO SALES TAX

5 SHOW ROOMS 
OPEN 7 DAYS

FREE 
IN HOME ESTIMATES

www.uwds.com
(888) 631-2131

BY ELI ROSENBERG
The  precariously rigged 

Chanukah display  that went 
dark last Tuesday night af-
ter  someone snipped an ex-
tension cord  hanging over 
pedestrians’ heads  was shin-
ing brightly on Friday — 
with another questionable 
set up — just before someone 
snipped the cord again, con-
fused residents said.

“It’s just so ridiculous 
at this point — it’s like a 
Tom and Jerry cartoon,” 
said Windsor Terrace resi-
dent Scott Teplin, who felt 
the menorah’s extension 
cord, which wove through 
a chain-link fence before 
being stretched over a side-
walk so it plugged into a 
nearby streetlight was an 
electrical accident waiting 
to happen.

A day after Teplin — 
who feared for his 7-year-
old daughter’s safety as she 
walked passed the menorah 
on her way to school — ad-
dressed his concerns about 
the menorah display on 
a neighborhood listserv, 
someone cut the extension 
cord.

But power was running 
to the Kensington Chabad’s 
light display once again 
on Friday,  with an even 
more elaborate set up:  this 
time the extension cord 
extended down the length 
of the chain-link fence to 
the end of the bridge, then 
ran along another fence, 
through a tree, and across 
a city street before snak-
ing into somebody’s home 
through a mailbox.

Teplin wasn’t surprised 
that someone cut the exten-

sion cord before the day was 
out.  

“Into a mailbox? If a 
truck had gone down that 
street, the extension cord 
would have broken,” said 
Teplin. “But there were no 
exposed wires at kid-height 
so I didn’t want to make a 
big deal out of it.”

The menorah remained 
dark for the remainder of 

Chanukah, which ended on 
Sunday evening.

The Kensington Cha-
bad didn’t answer repeated 
calls, emails, or a visit to 
the synagogue by this pa-
per, about who cut the ex-
tension cord, but the house 
of worship’s electrician told 
Teplin that the city snuffed 
out the light display last 
Tuesday. 

Synagogue leaders told 
this paper that the meno-
rah display has been on the 
Caton Avenue bridge for 
a decade — with the city’s 
blessing. Repeated requests 

Lights go out at controversial display

CUT THE CORD: Someone 
snipped the wire to Kensing-
ton’s Chabad’s menorah on the 
Caton Avenue bridge, causing 
the holiday installation to go 
dark last week. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Menorah wires 
are snipped

WHAT’S CARMINE ANGRIER 
THAN THIS WEEK?

Carmine Santa Maria has been screeching about 
problems in Southern Brooklyn — and getting results 
— for decades. Find out what he’s ranting about this 

week, and every week, in your local Courier Life 
newspaper, and every Saturday on BrooklynDaily.com.

to the Department of Trans-
portation to confi rm the 
synagogue’s claims were 
not returned.  

Still, members of the 
neighborhood listserv were 
excited that the menorah 
display was back on — at 
least temporarily. 

“Mazel tov!” one listserv 
writer noted.
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 Every TV show you watch has a world of sound within, 

but you may not be hearing it. Th at’s because most flat-panel 

TVs have speakers that simply can’t reproduce the depth and 

detail of all that sound, so it remains trapped inside. To solve 

that problem, we developed the Bose Solo TV sound system. 

It reveals so much more of the sound you’re meant to hear, 

watching TV can feel like an entirely different experience. 

 No matter how many times you’ve watched your favorite 

shows, you can hear details you never noticed before. Subtle 

sound effects. Th e crisp, clear vocal that steals the spotlight 

in your favorite talent show. 

 Our fi rst one-piece solution for your TV. 

Proprietary digital signal processing allows this speaker to 

deliver more of the dialogue, music and sound effects you’ve 

been missing – clearly and naturally. So you won’t have to 

turn up the volume to hear it all. And Bose speaker array 

technology reproduces sound that’s wider than the screen, 

all from a speaker that fi ts neatly under your TV.* 

 Hear it for yourself. 

So call now to take advantage of our 

special, limited-time Audition offer. 

Hear the Bose Solo system in your 

home for 90 days, risk-free. And ask 

about making 12 easy payments, 

with no interest charges from Bose*.* 

Or visit our website to learn more, 

and discover why Bose is the most 

respected name in sound. 

*Th e Bose Solo TV sound system is designed for TVs with bases that are no wider than 20" and no deeper than 10.25." Most TVs up to 32" and many 40"-42" TVs meet these requirements. 

**Bose payment plan available on orders of $299-$1500 paid by major credit card. Separate fi nancing offers may be available for select products. See website for details. Down payment is 1/12 the product price plus applicable tax and shipping charges, 
charged when your order is shipped. Th en, your credit card will be billed for 11 equal monthly installments beginning approximately one month from the date your order is shipped, with 0% APR and no interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and 
interest may apply. U.S. residents only. Limit one active fi nancing program per customer. ©2012 Bose Corporation. Financing and audition offers not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change without 
notice. Offer valid 8/30/12-12/31/12. Risk-free refers to 90-day audition only and requires product purchase. Delivery is subject to product availability.

To order or learn more: Bose.com/solo 
1-800-905-1346, ext. CJ226

One speaker 
with no separate 

bass module needed. 

One connection 
to your TV and 

one plug to the wall. 
Th at’s it. 

One simple solution 
that fits neatly 
under your TV.* 

How can you watch every second of your 
favorite show and still miss so much?

Hear the sound and make up your own mind. 
But please act soon – this offer ends December 31, 2012.

FREE 
shipping to 
your home.

Not delighted?
FREE return 

shipping.

to try it, 
with no 

obligation.
90
DAYS

THE BOSE 90-DAY, RISK-FREE AUDITION.

Bose® Solo
   TV sound system 
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Merry Christmas
 and Happy New Year

from your friends at the

BY ELI ROSENBERG
A Fort Greene grocer is trying 

to shame shoplifters into avoiding 
his store by embarrassing them 
on the internet.

Daniel Lee, the manager of the 
24-hour Fulton Street shop Fresh 
Garden, gathers photos captured 
by his store’s 27 security cameras 
that depict people he claims have 
stolen and posts them on his web-
site’s “ Hall of Shame .”

But don’t worry — he’s not 
judging anyone.

“We’re not doing this to say, 
‘Hey this person is bad,’ ” said Lee. 
“Every business owner’s goal is to 
try and reduce the amount of theft; 
this works as a deterrent.”

Lee uploads images from the 
Fulton Street shop, as well photo-
graphs from grocery stores owned 
by his parents including Green-
Ville Garden on Myrtle Avenue, 
Greene Farm on Greene Avenue, 
and the restaurants One Greene 
and Lean Crust.

Signs in the store warn shop-

pers they’re being watched — and 
may become blog fodder.

“If you are caught on camera 
stealing your picture will be posted 
on our Hall of Shame,” reads the 
small sign at Fresh Garden. “By 
entering Fresh Garden you agree 
not to hold Fresh Garden account-
able in any way for using your pic-
ture if you are caught.”

Lee claims the website — and 
the warning signs — helped cut 
down on theft of produce and 
snacks since he launched the Hall 
of Shame fi ve months ago.

“We were losing about $400 a 
week of stuff from our location on 
Myrtle Avenue — now it’s about 
half that,” said Lee, who some-

times watches store security cam-
eras via his iPhone and has chased 
people down the block to inform 
them that they’re going to have a 
web presence.

Petty theft is so common at the 
store that Lee claims he doesn’t al-
ways report shoplifting to police, 
electing to publish the pictures 
online instead.

He says he leaves the photos up 
even in the event of an arrest, but 
claims that he’s willing to sit down 
with anyone to discuss removing 
a photo — provided the person ad-
mits committing a crime. Cops 
urge business owners to report all 
crimes, no matter the scale.

“If we don’t know about it, the 

issue is not being taken care of,” 
said a police source who noted 
that fi ling a report with photo evi-
dence can make it easier to bust 
crooks the next time they come 
around.

And criminal justice experts 
said even though they had never 
heard of anything quite like the on-
line Hall of Shame, the style of de-
terrence dates back to antiquity.

“The principle is a fairly com-
mon, it’s called shaming,” said 
professor Robert McCrie, an ex-
pert on urban crime and surveil-
lance at John Jay College of Crim-
inal Justice. “It has fallen out of 
favor, but it is very much part of 
our criminal justice system still. 

That’s why we have perp walks.”
Other stores around the bor-

ough tape photos of suspected 
thieves in their windows and of-
fi ce buildings have long kept pic-
tures of banned visitors behind the 
front desk, but McCrie said Lee is 
an innovator in online shaming.

The practice of shaming has 
been around since the stocks of 
the Middle Ages, but the effective-
ness of shaming has never been 
formally studied, McCrie said.

He cautioned that while busi-
nesses can photograph patrons 
as they please, provided they 
don’t use the photos for commer-
cial purposes — Lee could fi nd 
himself liable for defamation.

Grocer posts photos of alleged shoplifters online

CANDID CAMERA: Grocery store manager Daniel Lee has 27 cameras in his 
shop on Fulton Street and S. Elliott Place — and he recently started posting im-
ages of alleged thieves and publishing them on the supermarket’s online “Hall 
of Shame.” Photo by Stefano Giovannini

FACECROOK!
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holiday

Make life a little sweeter.™

Make life a little sweeter.™

Pilo Arts 
Salon

Mr. Vacuum 
Stores

Almac

Hardware

UNIVERSAL
ELECTRONICS

MILL BASIN 
DELI

ROGER’S 
DISCOUNT

BEER & SODA

La Trattoria
Ristorante Italiano
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gued the city’s case in court 
on Oct. 26 . “The Parks De-
partment will continue to 
weigh the local communi-
ties’ needs and concerns.”

Foes of the stone-cold 
plan say they were consid-
ering an appeal — argu-
ing that Hurricane Sandy 
proved that environmen-
tal studies are necessary. 
Wood advocates say that 
when the storm hit, parts of 
the Boardwalk already con-
verted to concrete  suffered 
worse erosion  than wooden 
sections.

“You simply can not 
build a project through 
trial and error without 
knowing the effects it will 
have on the community it is 
built in,” said plaintiff Todd 
Dobrin, who noted that the 
city was in the process of 
redrawing fl ood zones and 
rewriting building codes in 
Sandy’s aftermath.

Other lawsuit signato-
ries said Coney Island will 
never be the same if the 
Boardwalk is given a con-
crete makeover. 

“People will miss the 
wood,” said Brighton Neigh-

borhood Association presi-
dent and Community Board 
13 member Pat Singer. 
“This is our legacy to the 

future. It doesn’t belong to 
you and me, it belongs to fu-
ture children and it belongs 
to history.”

Continued from cover 

Boardwalk

Get a Great Deal, 

While helping Those in Need.

1955 McDonald Ave.

Brooklyn NY 11223

718-376-3914

Sun-Thurs: 

8:45am-6pmThrift Store

Some examples of pricing:

Men’s Suits - $5.00
Ladies and Men’s Coats and Jackets - $5.00
Men’s Shirts - $2.00 each – 3 for $5.00
Ladies Tops - $2.00 each – 3 for $5.00
Men’s Pants and Jeans - $3.00 each – 2 for $5.00
Ladies Pants and Jeans - $3.00 each – 2 for $5.00
All are gently used clothing

STORM SALE
All Clothing $5.00 

or less

$5.00 off any 
$20.00 purchase 

or more
Good from Friday Nov 30 

to Friday Dec 7th

Fri:

8:45am-3pm

Sat: 

CLOSED

“On The Move!”
KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

585 Schenectady Avenue | Brooklyn, NY 11203 | 718-363-6983
www.kingsbrook.org

Making Strides
in Excellence!

Offering 
Treatment for:

(Minimally 
Invasive)

Call 718-604-5700
for more information.

Gynecology Services

CONCRETE CONCERNS: Mira Paladin and Vladlena Zaritskaya 
don’t know what’s better: wood or concrete. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

DE
C. 

20
-2

6,
 2

01
2

24

BR

Text “nycschools” or 
“escuela” to 877-877 

for alerts and info. nycschoolsnycschoolsDennis M. Walcott
Chancellor

Michael R. Bloomberg
Mayor

When you are involved and support the important work going on 
in the classroom, your child is more likely to succeed in school 

and in life. The Expect Success Family Guide can help you participate 
in your child’s education. The Guide has information about school 
reforms, raising academic standards, course requirements and ways to 
help your child become college and career ready. For electronic copies, 
search NYC.gov for Expect Success or call 311.
 
Each month, look for a new insert with more information to help your 
child get the most out of the school year.

NYC Parent Academy Workshops
This fall, the NYC Parent 
Academy was launched to 
help parents become more 
engaged in their child’s 
education. This program 

is dedicated to strengthening parent involvement 
to support student achievement in the City’s 1,700 
schools. 
 
Attend the NYC Parent Academy’s upcoming  
borough-wide workshops:

SAT., JAN. 12
9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

The Eagle Academy  
for Young Men 
4143 Third Avenue
Bronx, NY 10457

SAT., JAN. 26
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

P.S. 24
427 38th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11232

Parents in Schools:
Education Council Information Sessions
Parents are invited to attend the following upcoming 
events to find out how to make the most out of 
educational resources, and how to take part in district 
decisions by serving on an Education Council. 

Who should attend?
Parents who want a voice in district and City policies 
affecting their children’s schools.

Councils serve students:
��in grades 3-8 by district
��with special education needs
��in high school
��receiving special education services through District 75
��receiving English language learner services

THURS., JAN. 24
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Brooklyn Informational Session

Brooklyn Borough Hall 
209 Joralemon Street
Brooklyn, NY 11211

Is today a school holiday or snow day? When are parent-teacher 
conferences? When is the deadline to register for high school entrance 
exams? New York City public school families can now stay informed 
by receiving text messages in English or Spanish throughout the school 
year. Text “nycschools” or “escuela” to 877-877 to receive school-related information, 
including calendar updates, reminders and tips on how to access school resources. 
Standard text messaging rates may apply.

Stay Connected

Apply to the Summer Arts Institute
The Summer Arts Institute is a tuition-free, four-week program for public school 
students entering grades 8 to 12 who want to immerse themselves in dance, 
theater, instrumental music, vocal music, film, photography, or the visual arts. The 
program provides students with a unique opportunity to train with Department 
of Education arts specialists as well as teaching artists from such cultural partners 
as American Ballet Theatre, Roundabout Theatre Company, Theatre for a New 
Audience, Tribeca Film Institute, and Young Audiences.  To be eligible, your child 
must be at an intermediate or advanced level of study. The Institute is held at 
Frank Sinatra School of the Arts High School in Astoria, Queens. Applications for 
the summer 2013 session will be available online in January and are due February 
8, 2013. Students who complete the program in good standing are eligible to 
receive a one-half unit of credit that may be applied towards an elective arts credit 
or a Regents or local diploma. 

For more information and a short film on the program, 
search NYC.gov for Summer Arts.

NYC PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 

CALENDAR: 
MON., DEC. 24 - 

TUES., JAN. 1

Winter Recess
Schools Closed

2013 

MON., JAN. 21
Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day  
Schools closed

MON., JAN. 28
Fall term ends for 

high school students. 
No classes for 

high school students 
(Does not apply to  

District 75 high schools)

TUES., JAN. 29
Spring term begins  

for high school  
students

Are you 
Looking for 
Activities 

for the Winter 
Break?

The holiday break is 
the perfect time to take 

advantage of 
New York City’s many 

free and low-cost 
cultural activities.

 
For a list of family-

friendly events, 

visit NYC.gov and 

search for 

Winter Activities. 

Breakfast is served at 8:30 a.m.Does your school 
make the grade?
The NYC  Progress Report

The New York City 
Progress Report awards 
schools grades based 
on student progress, 
performance, and 
attendance, as well as 
feedback from parents, 
students, and teachers. 
For the first time this year, 
high school reports also include a section on college and 
career readiness. Parents can use the Progress Report to 
evaluate how well their child’s school is preparing its 
students for success in high school, college, and careers.

Stay in touch with 
your child’s school
ARIS Parent Link

Be sure to complete or 
update a blue card for 
every child attending a 
New York City public 
school. Schools rely on 
this important informa-
tion to keep you in-
formed about your child’s 
progress, school closures, 
and to contact you in the 
event of an emergency.  
You may also want to 
keep your child’s student 
identification number 
handy to log into ARIS 
Parent Link.
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HARBOR WATCH
Guardsmen deployed 

in March and came to call 
themselves “The New York 
39,” but the New York sol-
diers put their range of 
skills and experience to 
work in Kuwait, yielding 
lasting results for ongoing 
Army missions in the area. 

“We helped facilitate 
the shift from Operation 
New Dawn to the enduring 
footprint of U.S. forces in 
Kuwait,” said Lt. Col. Rob-
ert J. Bready, the offi cer-in-
charge of the 39 27th Infan-
try Brigade Combat Team 
troops, who returned home 
in late November. This in-
cluded partnering with Ku-
waiti military forces, added 
Bready, a Highland, N.Y., 
resident. 

The soldiers found them-
selves working in a vari-
ety of roles and missions, 
including operations and 
plans, base defense, logis-
tics, personnel, training, 
law enforcement, and intel-
ligence.

“They looked at people’s 
talents and found ways to 
support ASG Kuwait,” said 
Maj. Robert Romano, of 
Freeville, N.Y., who worked 
in Host Nation Affairs. 

Master Sgt. Melissa 
Sanzo, of Niskayuna, N.Y., 
credited commanders and 
leaders with identifying the 
skills and fi nding roles for 
everyone.

“They really pulled us 
in and placed us in areas 
where we could be best uti-
lized,” said Sanzo, the non-
commissioned offi cer in 
charge of the Base Defense 
Liaison Team.

Soldiers like Sgt. 1st 
Class Jeffrey Huard, who 
deployed to Afghanistan 
with the brigade in 2008, 
also picked up some new 
skills in Kuwait. 

“I learned a lot about op-
erations, which I like,” said 
Huard, of Mineola, N.Y.

The main business of 
the team was the security 
of U.S. bases, and any place 
U.S. forces traveled — for 
work or leisure — in Ku-
wait. The team ranged all 
over the country, evaluat-
ing defenses, helping train 
security personnel, and 
arranging for the installa-
tion and movement of force-
protection structures, like 
the bases’ omnipresent con-
crete barriers.

“We’re the ones who 
move those,” said 1st Lt. 
Teofi lo Espinal, the offi cer-
in-charge and a Queens, 
N.Y., resident. 

The threat level is high 
all over Kuwait, and force-
protection needs vary ac-
cording to changes in base 

infrastructure and popu-
lations, Espinal said. Add-
ing, “The team planned and 
executed the movement of 
hundreds of barriers and 
other force protection struc-
tures.” 

Members once provided 
some of these structures for 
a base entry-control point, 
which had no force-protec-
tion assets at all, and rou-
tinely evaluated tourist ar-
eas to ensure they were safe 
for soldiers to visit. 

“It took us a little while 
to learn everything,” he 
said. “We ended up fi xing 
many force-protection is-
sues that had been here for 
years.”

The team faced a steep 
learning curve, but sub-
ject-matter experts in their 
ranks — soldiers trained 
as military police offi cers, 

security specialists, and 
communication special-
ists — stepped up to fi ll the 
knowledge gaps, he added.

“This work is multi-
faceted,” Espinal said. 
“You need to have people 
who know many different 
things.”

On most missions, team 
members acted like con-
struction foremen, direct-
ing contractors where to 
place barriers, said Staff 
Sgt. Miguel Santiago, of 
West Orange, N.J. In one 
memorable mission, they 
replaced an old wooden 
tower with a stronger, air-
conditioned one for the se-
curity personnel, Santiago 
and Sgt. Daniel Ruperd, 
from Watertown, N.Y., re-
called. 

Along with quizzing 

PLANNING MISSION: (Left) Master Sgt. Steve Kirby plans the placement of concrete barriers with 
First Lt. Teofi lo Espinal and Staff Sgt. Miguel Santiago in Kuwait.  
 Photo by Sgt. First Class Raymond Drumsta

NY 39 returns from Kuwait

REMEMBERING THE FALLEN: Members of the Kings County 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, local veterans and State Sen. Marty 
Golden’s representative John Quaglione attend a memorial for 
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7 at the foot of the 69th Street Pier in Bay 
Ridge.  Courtesy of State Sen. Marty Golden’s offi ce

Bklyn remembers 
Pearl Harbor Day

HARBOR WATCH
The sky was overcast 

and a light rain fell, but 
that didn’t deter members 
of the Kings County Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, lo-
cal veterans, and elected 
offi cials from remember-
ing the tragedy that be-
fell this nation on Dec. 7, 
1941.

Connie Ranocchia, 
who organized the Pearl 
Harbor Day remembrance 
at the 69th Street pier in 
Bay Ridge, explained the 
event was being held “In 
remembrance of the at-
tack on the United States 
naval base at Pearl Har-

bor, Hawaii on the morn-
ing of Dec. 7, 1941 and the 
lives lost on that day.”

Speakers included John 
Quaglione, representing 
state Sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge), who  men-
tioned his personal expe-
riences of visiting Pearl 
Harbor in Hawaii.

Following a short 
prayer and salute, mem-
bers tossed a memorial 
wreath into New York 
Harbor to commemorate 
the date and to all those 
service men and women 
who lost their lives on 
the day that will live in 
infamy. 

Local guardsmen fi nish Middle East deployment

Continued on page 26
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HARBOR WATCH
Master Chief Petty Officer of the 

Navy Mike D. Stevens completed a 
trip to the Navy’s Command Lead-
ership School and Senior Enlisted 
Academy at Naval Station Newport, 
R.I., on Dec. 4, where he sat down 
with students from the current Com-
mand Master Chief-Chief of the Boat 
and Prospective-Commanding Of-
ficer-Prospective-Executive Officer 
courses. 

The courses are two-week classes 
meant to prepare the Leadership 
Triad and Command Support Team 
(Ombudsmen and spouses) for their 
roles.

Stevens spent an hour discussing 
leadership roles and responsibilities 
with class 105. 

“Genuinely get to know your chief 
petty officers on a one-on-one basis,” 
said Stevens. “You will need to indi-
vidually lead your chiefs while col-
lectively leading them as well.”

Stevens spoke frequently about 
his “Zeroing in on Excellence” ini-
tiative throughout the trip. The 
initiative was released Nov. 6 and 
outlines his three focus areas: devel-

oping leaders, good order and disci-
pline, and controlling what we own.

“Sometimes it is the simple 
things that will affect morale and 
welfare in your commands,” Ste-
vens said to the students. “It’s your 
liberty policy, your training policy, 
your command advancement pro-
cess, and your ability to manage 
your resources.”

The instructors and students dis-
cussed proactive communication.

“We have to have very candid 
conversations with each other,” said 
Stevens. “If we hope to continue 
moving in the right direction, then 
we have to get better at developing 
leaders.”

The trip concluded with a chief 
petty officer call for area chiefs.

“As your Master Chief Petty Of-
ficer of the Navy, I am the Command 
Master Chief for the CPO Mess at 
large,” said Stevens. “I believe we 
need to foster a relationship built on 
trust in one another. If we are going 
to have trust, then we must be close 
to one another, which is why it is im-
portant for me to travel to see you 
and talk with you.”

Master Chief Petty Offi cer Stevens sets forth goals for future commanding offi cers

security personnel about 
things like security proce-
dures, team members cre-
ated and conducted force-
protection exercises to 
train them, Santiago said. 
In some of the exercises he 
played a terrorist, complete 
with a fake beard.  

“You get arrested a lot, 
which is what you want to 
happen,” Santiago said, 
smiling. “You feel rewarded. 
You see that you’re keeping 
the place safe.”

 In the larger scheme of 
things, their evaluations 
helped commanders make 
risk-management decisions 
and prioritize force-protec-
tion assets, Sanzo said.

They worked with mul-
tiple Kuwaiti and United 
States agencies, and helped 
facilitate information-shar-
ing among them, she added.

She had seven years of 
force protection experience 
when she joined the unit, 
but the team was also lucky 
to have soldiers with train-
ing experience and creativ-
ity.

“We have a smart group 
of guys,” Sanzo said.

While some of the sol-
diers fi lled individual po-
sitions at bases in Kuwait, 
others started working for 
operations and plans, moni-
toring all activity within 
the area of responsibility.

 “We’re like a brigade 
operations center,” said 
Operations Sgt. Maj. Timo-
thy Casey, of Harford, N.Y. 
“We’re involved in every as-
pect of this.”

Huard was one of the 
center’s battle non-commis-
sioned offi cers. He gener-
ally worked an eight-hour 
shift, and performed a num-
ber of duties, including pro-
cessing intelligence infor-
mation and tracking unit 
movements.

“It’s not as hard as Af-
ghanistan,” said Huard. 
“You’re more likely to get 
mortared in Afghanistan, 
depending on where you 
are.”

 In Kuwait, Huard 
learned the ins and outs of 
operations, an area he had 
little experience in. The 
key to success in the opera-
tions center is establishing 
a battle rhythm and know-

ing what happens and when 
it happens.

“There’s a lot of moving 
pieces,” Huard explained. 
“Everybody keeps things 
moving smoothly. Every-
body works hard.”

 That was especially true 
at the beginning of the de-
ployment, when troop rota-
tions stretched operations 
thin and they were tasked 
to help fi nish and launch 
the new operations center, 
Huard recalled.

 “There were a lot of 
growing pains, trying to 
fi gure out what we were do-
ing,” he said. But they kept 
up the good communica-
tions with each other, coop-
erating through good and 
bad times, Huard said. 

 As in the base, knowl-
edgeable troops in the New 
York 39 stepped up to help.

 Among other things, 
Sgt. Benjamin Roden and 
Pfc. Richard Altermann, 
who are junior enlisted sol-
diers and “computer whiz-
zes,” helped link tactical 
computers to several large, 
highly visible television 
screens in the operations 
center, Huard explained. 

“They were the main 

driving force, because they 
know that stuff,” he said.

First Lt. Chelsea Gunter 
and other soldiers worked 
behind the scenes as well, 
taking on the task of up-
dating Support Group Ku-
wait’s plans, policies, and 
standard operating proce-
dures. In addition, they cre-
ated the Chemical, Biologi-
cal, Radiological, Nuclear, 
and High Explosive man-
agement plan, Gunter, of 
Brooklyn, N.Y, said.

“There was no manage-
ment plan, now there is. 
Before this, I’d never been 
involved in the planning 
process at this level,” she 
said, adding that Base Ku-
wait is now better prepared 
for emergency situations. “I 
have high hopes for the con-
tinuity.”

 Despite the heat, the de-
ployment was a great expe-
rience, complete with many 
home comforts like ice 
cream and movies, Gunter 
said. Sanzo, Santiago and 
Huard expressed similar 
sentiments.

“I don’t know how any-
body else feels, but I’m re-
ally proud of the work we’ve 
done here,” Huard said.

Continued from page 25 

Kuwait

LISTEN UP!: Master Chief Petty Offi cer of the Navy Michael D. Stevens talks with the Pre-Commanding Offi cer and 
Pre-Executive Offi cer class in Newport, R.I.  Photo by MC2 Thomas L. Rosprim

Leadership training classes get underway
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NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of 885 Union Street, LLC  
Art. of Org filed Sec’y of  
State (SSNY) 11/21/12.   
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY designated  
as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served.  SSNY  
shall mail copy of  
process c/o Barbara  
Mosconi, 885 Union St.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11215.   
Purpose: any lawful  
activities.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

582 SECOND STREET  
REALTY LLC, Arts. of  
Org. filed with the SSNY  
on 10/25/2012. Office  
loc: Kings County. SSNY  
has been designated as  
agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to:  
P.O. Box 310803,  
Brooklyn, NY 11231.  
Purpose: Any Lawful  
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of  
HRMBCATS LLC. Arts. of  
Org. filed with Secy. of 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
AST PERSONAL WEALTH  
SOLUTIONS, LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 11/02/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: THE  
LLC, 6201 15th Avenue,  
Brooklyn, NY 11219.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

State of NY (SSNY) on  
11/13/12. Office  
location: Kings County.   
Princ. office of LLC: 67  
Partrick Rd., Westport,  
CT 06880. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to c/o Ms. Helen M.  
Block at the princ. office  
of the LLC. Purpose: To  
own, manage and lease  
or sell real estate.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
RUSSIAN LANGUAGE  
ACADEMY, LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
10/25/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
Tatyana Pesin-Virovets,  
104 Arbor Way,  
Stroudsburg, PA 18360.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
A U D A C I O U S  
ACCESSORIES LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 10/25/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: Tawa 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
JJ CONSTRUCTION &  
TRADING L.L.C. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
09/19/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: Yong  
Liang Zhou, 17 Margaret  
Court, Brooklyn, NY  
11235. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Bakarey, 23 Rockaway  
Parkway, Suite 2F,  
Brooklyn, NY 11212.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
ABC PAINTING AND  
DESIGN LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
V3 NYC LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
09/27/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
Gregory D. Atkins, 1442  
80th Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11228. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

08/13/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: THE  
LLC, 2910 Fort Hamilton  
Pkwy., Ste. 2R, Brooklyn,  
NY 11218. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name: 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
OF LIMITED LIABILITY  
COMPANY. NAME: AK  
615 LLC. Articles of  
Organization were filed  
with the Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 07/12/12. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY has been  
designated as agent of  
the LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a  
copy of process to the  
LLC, 61-61 70th Street,  
Middle Village, New York  
11379. Purpose: For any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

IRA GROUP LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
10/09/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: Igor  
Beylin, c/o IRA GROUP  
LLC, 241 Bay 34th  
Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11214. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of LIT FILMS LLC. Art. of  
Org. filed w/Secy. of  
State of NY (SSNY) on  
8/16/12. Office location:  
Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent for  
service of process. SSNY  
shall mail process to  
7014 13 Ave. #202,  
Bklyn, NY 11228.  
Purpose: Any lawful  
activity.

Notice of Qualification  
of 95 EVERGREEN  
SOLAR, LLC. Authority  
filed with Secy. of State  
of NY (SSNY) on  
11/15/12. Office  
location: Kings County.  
LLC formed in Delaware  
(DE) on 11/05/12. Princ.  
office of LLC: 1205  
Manhattan Ave., Ste.  
1210, Brooklyn, NY  
11222. SSNY designated  
as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to the  
LLC at the princ. office of  
the LLC. DE addr. of LLC:  
c/o Corporation Service  
Co., 2711 Centerville  
Rd., Ste. 400, 

VESTAL LLC, Arts. of  
Org. filed with the SSNY  
on 08/10/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY has been  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to: U.S. Corp.  
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th  
Ave., Ste. 202, Brooklyn,  
NY 11228. Reg Agent:  
U.S. Corp. Agents, Inc.,  
7014 13th Ave., Ste.  
202, Brooklyn, NY  
11228. Purpose: Any  
Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Wilmington, DE 19808.  
Arts. of Org. filed with DE  
Secy. of State, 401  
Federal St., Dover, DE  
19901.  Purpose: Any  
lawful activity.
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But residents fear more 
of the same old problems. 

“We got a number of 
calls from people living in 
that area,” said Community 
Board 10 district manager 
Josephine Beckmann said 
of he club between 100th 
and 101st streets. “Resi-
dents didn’t know what it 
was, and wanted to know 
why it hadn’t come before 
the community board.”

Sofi a, who also owns So-
fi a Ristorante Italiano on 
Third Avenue and Sofi a’s 
in the Theater District, said 
his Fourth Avenue club 
would no longer have DJs 
and all-night ragers, and 
would instead cater to an 
older crowd with a pan-Eu-
ropean menu and soothing 
background music.

“It’s going to be a sup-
per club instead of a club 
for young kids,” said Sofi a, 
vowing there would be ta-
bles on the dance fl oor and 
a ban on Top 40 pop hits.

But Sofi a made a similar 
promise in March when he 
told the board that  he was 
turning the nightclub into 
a classy Italian eatery , but 

fl iers for Amnesia appeared 
under car windshield wip-
ers in Bay Ridge within six 
months,  showing a pink-in-
fused interior, a twinkling 
disco ball, turntables, and 
dancing revelers.  

The owner says he’s also 
done playing cat and mouse, 
even though his former Bra-
zilian steakhouse-turned-
nightclub has been  skew-
ered by Community Board 
10 for assorted code infrac-
tions , while the state tem-
porarily bolted its doors in 
September for failing to pay 
workers’ compensation.

State records show that 
 Sofi a has cleaned up his act 
 — somewhat.

He has since insured his 

staff and paid his fi nes, but 
the State Liquor Authority 
said he hadn’t changed the 
name on his liquor license.

“They haven’t requested 
approval for that from our 
offi ce,” said spokesman Bill 
Crowley. “We would have to 
look into it.”

Sofi a said his attorneys 
submitted the request, but 
the state hasn’t processed it 
yet. 

“Everything is done ac-
cording to the law,” he said.

Still, neighbors weren’t 
impressed.

“Club Cats? It sounds 
like a strip club,” said one 
resident who requested an-
onymity.

Continued from cover 
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Call 1-888-4MCU-AUTO (1-888-462-8288) 
or visit nymcu.org for more information.

Replacement Auto Loans are subject to evaluation of individual member creditworthiness. 
Interest will accrue from the date of the loan. Program will run from December 5th, 2012 until
January 31st, 2013, and program terms are subject to change without notice. Eligibility: All
new and used vehicles, model years 2013-2006. MCU only finances vehicles purchased from
a franchise dealer: Financing not available for private, individual sales or lease buyouts. Certain 
restrictions may apply. Membership required.
Federally insured by NCUA

MCU’s Member 
Assistance Program 
Replacement Auto Loan

If your car was deemed a total loss during 
Hurricane Sandy, a REPLACEMENT 
AUTO LOAN* from MCU can help  
you get back on the road.  

NEW and USED CARS

NO PAYMENTS for 90 Days

Complimentary GUARANTEED ASSET 
PROTECTION (GAP) insurance, 
protecting you and your auto loan from
the unexpected

Any remaining balance on your existing
car loan, after application of proceeds
from insurance claim, may be included
in your Replacement Auto Loan 

CAT’S OUTTA THE BAG: Neighbors feared the worst when they 
learned that the controversial lounge Amnesia changed its name 
to Club Cats. Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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To the editor,
How many more massacres is it going 

to take in schools, theaters, and elsewhere 
before people stop hiding behind the Sec-
ond Amendment and say there must be 
an end to the sale of guns, and more strict 
laws for gun control? 

The Second Amendment was supposed to 
refer to times of war. But there has not been 
a war fought on U.S. soil since the 1860s. Un-
fortunately, the Supreme Court is blind to 
what’s happening because its judges want to 
have their own collections of guns.

It certainly appears as if we are cur-
rently at war with one another.

Politicians won’t take a stand because 
the National Rifle Association and its lob-
byists are funding their campaigns and 
enabling them to get rich. 

In this gun-crazed society, people 
like to say that they want guns to protect 
themselves from these very people who 
are killing our children. But having guns 
only gives access to those who want to sue 
them to kill.

The Connecticut attack is a perfect 
example — the gun belonged to the gun-
man’s mother. 

Other people have itchy trigger fin-
gers, too. Say one wrong word or one 
wrong move and they will immediately 
shoot. Look at how many people are shot 
by stray bullets. 

I do not feel safe. A stray bullet could 
come through the wall at any moment 
from anywhere, resulting in my injury or 
my death.

You want to have a safe society? Get rid 
of the guns. 

I do not want to die an early death. Our 
children shouldn’t have to worry about 
that, either. Ronald Cohen
 Gravesend

...
I’ve had the radio on all day, although 

it’s quite depressing because practically 
everybody on every station is talking 
about the horrific Connecticut school 
shootings, and then they conclude by say-
ing that we must take a stand and have 
gun control. 

Yes, that is important! I believe that 
just as important is removing all the vi-
olent TV shows that are rampant, along 
with all the fierce video games that are 
constantly advertised on TV and bought 

by gullible parents for their brainwashed, 
spoiled brats!

Today’s world has too many glorified 
examples of crime and murder. There 
are no more TV shows and entertainers 
that make us  laugh, like “I Love Lucy,” 
“Gomer Pyle,” “The Jack Benny Show,”  
Danny Kaye, Bob Hope, Dean Martin, 
Jerry Lewis, etc. 

Instead, today’s TV watchers are sub-
jected to murder and cursing.

We must demand gun control, and stop 
all the shoot-em-up glorified violence that 
is destroying us. Joan Applepie
 Mill Basin

...
To the editor,

I was getting seriously bugged out this 
weekend by all the noise about the Na-
tional Rifle Association and gun control 
legislation, due to the horror of the massa-
cre at the Sandy Hook Elementary School 
in Connecticut.

I do believe that access to these man-
made tools of destruction is an important 
piece of the conversations that are long 
overdue; but it is not the only subject that 
needs be addressed by the populace, and 
by the people elected into positions of 
power to represent and enact the wishes 
and needs of “we the people.”

I heard one newscaster state that 40 pro-
gun U.S. senators were invited to partici-
pate in a recent debate, and that not one ac-
cepted the opportunity. No surprise there.

Historians, even those with severe 
long-term memory issues who can only 
remember the recent past, will have no 
problem recognizing the alarming depth 
and breadth, and volume of incidents like 
we are again experiencing. 

The news may be coming from afar, but 
it has struck a nerve with so many of us.

I think that most everyone with a fully 
functioning heart and mind — and with 
good thoughts and intention toward oth-
ers about society and culture at large — 
has to be experiencing a numbing disbe-
lief and sadness because of this horrific 
event and all that it represents.

We know deep in our core that there 
is great dysfunction in this country. We 
should also know that the sadness and 
concerns we feel won’t dissipate until 
important societal, cultural, spiritual, 
and legal changes are addressed, and the 
seeds to instigate and perpetuate the posi-
tive change are in place.

Lots of folks are yakking about gun 
control legislation and such — great! But 
the underlying causes and resolutions 
will not come from such a simple and lim-
ited conversation. The problems are much 
broader and deeper, and they must be ad-

dressed while we are feeling the loss.
Let’s include talk about our culture of 

violence, our misunderstanding and mis-
treatment of mental illness, our societal 
stigma about this subject, and our every-
day socio-economic stresses delivered by 
the media.

Some recent media reports included 
references to various forms and aspects of 
autism, as if this was an important cause 
of the illness and violence.

The resolutions are far broader and 
deeper than most of the din I’m hearing.
 Barry Brothers
 Homecrest

To the editor,
Jerome Frank writes about the lies of 

Republicans, yet he mentions that Obam-
aCare has helped millions of people get 
health insurance (“Shav’s wrong,” Let-
ters to the Editor, Dec. 7).

ObamaCare doesn’t go into effect until 
January of 2014! 

He also praised President Obama for his 
trillion-dollar stimulus package that was 
supposed to create thousands of jobs to fix 
our infrastructure. All I seem to remember 
is President Obama laughing with Gen-
eral Electric C.E.O. Jeffrey Immelt while 
stating, “I guess those shovel-ready jobs 
weren’t as shovel-ready as we thought.”

President Obama can thank Mitt 
Romney and his entourage of Republican 
wimps for neglecting to combat the con-
stant barrage of sleazy and false accusa-
tions hurled by the Obama administra-
tion. Romney was commonly referred to 
as a murderer, tax cheat, and a racist dur-
ing the presidential campaign. The bogus 
Republican “war on black people” and 
“war on women” were disgusting lies, but 
the Republicans never took a pro-active 
approach to effectively condemn them.

Meanwhile, President Obama sat com-
fortably in Rev. Wright’s church for 20 years 
listening to such rants as “Not U.S. of A, 
but K.K.K. of A.” and “God D--- America.” 
If Governor Romney had set foot in a white 
supremacist church for 20 seconds his politi-
cal career would have been toast. 

President Obama penned “where white 
folks’ greed runs a world in need” in his 
book “Dreams From My Father.”  

The president also recently cam-
paigned with rapper Jay-Z who screamed, 
“No more white lies, my president is 
black” while performing during Obama’s 
2009 inauguration.  

It’s shocking that the mainstream me-
dia never reported that, yet Romney alleg-
edly bullying a classmate when he was 11 
years old was apparently more newswor-

thy to the left-wing loons.
It’s frightening that the gutless Repub-

licans were eerily silent when Vice-Pres-
ident Joe Biden yelled, “They want y’all 
back in chains” in front of a predomi-
nately black audience. 

Then we were given the privilege of 
Sen. Harry Reid stating in front of Con-
gress that he heard from two reliable 
sources (which he never revealed) that 
Romney didn’t pay his taxes. Were the 
sissy Republicans outraged by these bla-
tantly false allegations? Of course not.

Thanks to Mitt Romney going soft on 
President Obama’s obvious cover-up re-
garding Benghazi, we are stuck with Ba-
rack the bigot for another four years. That’s 
right folks, I just called the President of the 
United States a racist — taboo to the spine-
less Republicans, despite the enormous 
mountain of evidence against Obama! 

The man is a pathetic president, but a 
truly outstanding phony politician who is 
nothing more than a charismatic version 
of notorious race-baiter Al “all Greeks are 
homos” Sharpton. Rick Lundberg
 Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
The students and parents of Boy’s and 

Girl’s High School in Bedford Stuyvesant 
ought to be ashamed of themselves. 

Thirty percent don’t bother to show up, 
less than 40 percent graduate, and only 20 
percent go onto college. And this school is 
called the “Pride of Bedford Stuyvesant?”

Don’t blame the principal, the school, 
or the teachers. There isn’t anyone to 
blame but students and parents. This is a 
place where future moochers come from. 

It should be called “Future Moocher 
High of Bedford Stuyvesant.” 

 Nufigity Sanzone
 Coney Island

To the editor,
Is this possible? Millions of Americans 

are out of work, millions more are on food 
stamps, two wars are going on, our men 
and woman in uniform are being killed, 
so many Americans are really hurting, 
no answers yet on why four Americans 
were murdered in Benghazi, people are 
still suffering and homeless because of 
Hurricane Sandy, our country is about 
to fall off the fiscal cliff, our taxes will be 
going up, we are trillions in debt — yet 
President Obama’s Hawaiian vacation is 
costing taxpayers $4 million.

Can’t be! Nobody can be that bold.
 Emma Stellabotte
 Park Slope

LET US HEAR FROM YOU

Sandy Hook school massacre hits home
SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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Chanukah is behind 
us. Christmas and 
Kwanza are on the 

way. STOP! There’s one more 
special day of the season you 
forgot about. Festivus! 

Yes. It’s a Festivus for the 
rest of us. On Sunday, Dec. 
23rd, there are families and 
friends who will really ob-
serve this very special day. 
I won’t bore you with the 
rules and particulars of the 
annual event. You already 
know them. I am certain that 
every one of you has seen the 
“Seinfeld” rerun and are well 
aware of George Costanza 
and his Human Fund. 

But here are a few bits of 
information that you may 
not know. 

Three years ago, songs 
were written to be sung when 
observing the day. Please 
note — I said “observing” the 
day. Not “celebrating.” If you 
are familiar with the rules, 
you will understand why.

My favorites Festivus 
carols are “I’m Dreaming of 
a Happy Festivus” and “The 
Twelve Days of Festivus.” 
The lyrics of the last verse on 
that one are – “On the 12th 
day of Festivus, my Seinfeld 
gave to me, 12 years on strike; 
11 Human Fund donations; 10 
bucks on Captain Nemo; nine 
day-old bagels; eight blows 
rained; seven face changes; 
six shvitz hours; five griev-
ances aired; four unexpected 
newcomers; three fake phone 
numbers; two Festivus mira-
cles; and a pole that’s tinsel-
free!”

There are a few more for 
your group to sing at your 
next Festivus gathering. Go 
to Festivusweb.com.

There is also a company, 
R & B Wagner, that manufac-
tures Festivus poles. I com-
municated with a principle 
of the company, Tony Leto, 
and he was kind enough to 
respond promptly. 

“While there are those 
who do buy and gift Festivus 
poles as a gag gift (especially 
for their friends who are 
“Seinfeld” fans), there are a 
great many who buy them for 
their own use and put them 
up either at home or in their 
office. Most people do enjoy 
it, as it makes them laugh.”

He went on to inform me 
that his company is a man-
ufacturer and supplier of 

handrail systems and com-
ponents. As such, he has a 
supply of aluminum pipe in 
his warehouse, but manufac-
turing Festivus poles is far 
from his primary business. 
His company has a lot of fun 
every December as they have 
produced and sold about 
6,000 Festivus poles of vari-
ous sizes which translates to 
about 15 tons of aluminum.

Are any of you interested 
in buying one? E-mail him 
at tleto@mailwagnewr.com 
and please send him my best 
regards. He really is a very 
nice man.

Now here’s something I 
really didn’t know. There 
are Festivus greeting cards 
available. You may choose the 
printed kind that is sent via 
snail mail or the no-charge e-
mail cards. Have fun. 

Tempus Fugit: It was 24 
years ago this week that I sat 
down at an old typewriter 
and created my first column 
for this newspaper. On that 
very same day, my colleague 
and great friend, Shavana 
Abruzzo, became employed 
here. Many others have come 
and gone, but in spite of some 
of you who strongly disagree 
with our commentaries, 
we’re still here. We must be 
doing something right. I am 
raising my glass high to wish 
my dear friend a Happy An-
niversary. Here’s to you, Sha-
vana. 

I am StanGershbein@
Bellsouth.net, wishing the 
rest of you a Fantastic Festi-
vus Festival Filled with Fab-
ulous Fun.

Writing this week’s column 
was a challenge. Here it is 
Dec. 20 just one day before 

the Mayan end of the world dead-
line of Dec. 21 and five days before 
Christmas.

Do I comment on the world’s af-
fairs as I usually do? Do I say “So 
long and thanks for all the fish,” just 
in case the Mayans are right? Or do 
I share my rhyming skills and write 
my annual homage to Clement Clarke 
Moore’s “A Visit from St. Nicholas?” 

After much soul searching, and 
with way too much terrible news to 
go around, I decided to go with the 
Homage to Moore. Hold on to your 
sleigh bells, here it is:

 It’s days before Christmas and all 
through the house

We’re fretting the Mayan end, 
daughter Bri, me, and the spouse. 

Should I shop for the gifts, if no one 
is here?

And what about eggnog and 
spreading good cheer?

Now the Mayans may err in the 
date for the end,

Just in case I’ve written my cards, 
with ho-ho and ta-ta, did I send.

My window is bedecked with lights 
and the holly all hung with such care, 

With hopes that St. Nick will come 
down the chimney with his usual flair.

Harold Camping was off in his pre-
diction so dire.

As I ponder the end, with hot cocoa 
and being warmed by the fire.

’Tis the end of the world, or maybe 
it ain’t.

None know for sure, not Camping, 
not Mayan’s, not even the saints

It’s right before Christmas and the 
ending it’s true,

And I’ve not bought one gift, not a 
one, neigh not two.

I’ll run to the stores and shop 
till I drop, hoping to finish before 

the world stops.
I’m running up bills and loading 

up plastic.
If it’s the end I don’t pay, isn’t that 

fantastic?
But what if they’re wrong? I’ll be 

left with some tab.
I guess I’ll be cautious keeping my 

selections cheap and so drab.
Some scent for my daughter, a pair 

of socks for my Bob
And hope if it’s not over, I’ll still 

have this job.
As I close out this column I hear 

such a clamor;
I look out my window but it’s only 

a hammer.
My neighbor is hanging decora-

tions for all of us to see.
So I guess that’s my cue to start dec-

orating this big old Christmas tree.
Not for Nuthin’ not’s ending, on 

that you can depend, 
I offer this wish - Merry Christmas 

to all and to all a good end. 
Not for Nuthin,™ but my colleague 

and good friend Thomas Tracy is leav-
ing for a new adventure at another 
paper, so I’d like to take this opportu-
nity to wish him good luck and offer 
a toast: May the road rise up to meet 
you; May all your troubles be behind 
you; And may all your brews be cold. 
You’re a genius my boy, a genius.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

Joanna DelBuono

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION
Stanley P. Gershbein

Joanna’s got a poem for our Mayan readers

Stan reminds us 
about Festivus! Americans haven’t been 

this jittery about their 
free speech rights since 

Benjamin Franklin announced 
in 1759, “They that can give up 
essential liberty to purchase a 
little temporary safety, deserve 
neither liberty nor safety.”

Both essentials — without which 
the U.S. would cease to exist as we 
know it — are being sucked dry by the 
double standard that is the new norm 
as we grapples with our Constitutional 
liberties.

Consider a pair of recent cases.
Korean-American pop star Psy re-

ceived a glowing welcome at a White 
House charity concert earlier this 
month, when President Obama sang 
his praises as gaily as the American-
bashing singer roared, “Kill those f--
---- Yankees who have been torturing 
Iraqi captives, kill those f---ing Yan-
kees who ordered them to torture, 
kill their daughters, mothers, daugh-
ters-in-law and fathers, kill them all 
slowly and painfully” in his 2004 song 
“Dear American” protesting the U.S. 
military presence in South Korea — 
a nation that shows its citizens little 
mercy, say human rights watchdogs.

Meanwhile, in Los Angeles, Egyp-
tian-American Coptic-Christian Na-
koula Basseley Nakoula — who like 
Psy presumably fled his tortured 

homeland to seek freedom here — is 
holed up in jail on unrelated proba-
tion violations, after his anti-Islam 
movie generated Muslim rage and 
another apology tour from President 
Obama who blamed the 14-minute 
flick for the terror attacks on the U.S. 
embassy in Benghazi, Libya.

The raid on Sept. 11 killed four 
Americans, including the U.S. am-
bassador. The murderers remain at 
large. 

Yet that’s of little consequence to 
the Oval Office, and one reason why 
opportunists like Psy know what side 
their bbang (bread) is buttered —  or 
the crooner wouldn’t have waited un-
til his pop song “Gangnam Style” ex-
ploded on YouTube to finally cough up 
a long-overdue apology about why he 
slandered a grand country which fat-
tens his bank account and allows him 
to call it a killer without penalty.

Psy, a husband and father, may not 
have lived to croak another lyric had 
he waged a parallel protest in South 
Korea — which curbs the right to free-
dom of expression and association, 

and doles out lengthy prison 
sentences or the death penalty 
for vaguely defined activities 
against the state, reports Am-
nesty International.

South Korea’s salvation has 
been the U.S., according to Ko-
rean U.N. Secretary-General 

Ban Ki-moon who stated, “If it wasn’t 
for America, I would have become a 
faceless bureaucrat serving North Ko-
rea.”

Nakoula, by comparison, was 
exercising the Constitutional free-
doms this nation fought a bloody war 
with its British oppressors to secure, 
when he unflatteringly portrayed 
the Prophet Mohammed in his film, 
“Innocence of Muslims.”

The American Civil Liberties 
Union has avoided Nakoula like the 
plague, yet it didn’t hesitate to gave a 
thumbs up to Andres Serrano’s 1989 
“Piss Christ” photograph of the cruci-
fix submerged in the artist’s urine — 
artwork that earned Serrano a $15,000 
grant from the taxpayer-funded Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts.

Self-expression is a human birth-
right, and the most critical element 
of any democracy. What use is a na-
tion run by the people, for the people, 
if some of the people are muffled?

A Britisher’s View wishes all read-
ers a happy and healthy holiday.

Shav askes: Who’s Psy-ed are you on?
A BRITISHER’S

VIEW
Shavana Abruzzo
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The GENESIS Program
Xaverian’s Middle School

for the Academically Talented

ENTRANCE EXAM

Limited preview days available
 in January by appointment only.

The Genesis Program, Xaverian’s middle school, is designed to 
develop and nurture high-level critical thinking skills and is com-
mitted to the development of the middle school student through 
academic excellence, extracurricular involvement, and Christian 
service to neighbor and community.

Smart classrooms and an iPad for each student
Enriched Theological studies including the Bible, Christology, 
and Catholic Social Justice
Full-time guidance counselors

www.xaverian.org/genesis

I’m madder than Gummy 
Joe when the plant con-
sidered cancelling the 

dental plan over that fact 
that as we get older, a lot of 
things fall out — especially 
our teeth!

Look, you all know that 
I’m well into my quote, 
golden years, close quote, 
and you also know that 
for many of us seniors, 
the golden years aren’t so 
golden.

I had to have a bridge 
put in about 20 years ago 
to solve a problem in my 
mouth caused by years and 
years of quality chewing. 
Apparently, my choppers 
where worn down like an 
old beaver’s, and the den-
tist determined it was time 
to replace them with some 
new ones so I could con-
tinue to eat, which is kind 
of the only thing I do.

Well, 20 years have 
passed and the quote, new, 
close quote choppers are 
just as worn down as those 
old real teeth were. So the 
other day, when I was hap-
pily snacking on some po-

tato chips, the bridge came 
apart like old Galloping 
Girdie herself.

And you better believe 
that there wasn’t a lifelong 
guarantee on my bridge!

So, for two months now, 
I’ve been gumming my 
way through breakfasts, 

lunches, dinners, and lots 
and lots of in-between 
snacks. 

And I’ll tell you this: 
when you’re use to have a 
mouth full of false teeth, 
it’s difficult to talk. In fact, 
you sound pretty strange. 
So I did what I knew would 
be best: I went to Santa 
Clause and told him that all 
I wanted for Christmas was 
my two front teeth!

Loyal readers of this col-
umn (that’s right, they’re 
out there!) know that I’ve 
played St. Nick for years for 
the kids in School District 
21. The kids labeled me as 
“The Real Santa,” so I know 
the power of Santa.

My lovely wife Sharon 
and I headed over to the 
Staten Island Mall to visit 
Santa so I could tell him 
what I needed, and get a pic-
ture with him, me, and my 
trusty steed, Tornado.

Well the magic of Santa 
worked and I received my 
teeth on Friday, a week later. 
So if you want your kids to 
see this great Santa, just go 
outside J.C. Pennies over 

there and have a photo taken 
like I did. Santa will be there 
until Christmas Eve.

I gotta thank World 
Wide Photography’s man-
ager Sandy and assistant 
manager, Christina for 
all their help and, thanks 
again to Santa for my new 

choppers. They’ll be well 
used.

This is a Christmas col-
umn, so let me tell you about 
one of Santa’s unheralded 
helpers, Marine Vet Patrick 
Jabbour, whom Assembly-
man Bill Colton recently cited 
last week with club president 

Mark Treyger at the United 
Progressive Democratic Club. 
This huge-hearted Marine is 
a club member and has been 
involved in Toys For Tots, 
and other Veteran matters, 
for 10 years. He helps chil-
dren at the hospital by bring-
ing them toys and games, and 
then goes to nursing homes 
where he makes the elderly 
and sick feel alive again. He 
and fellow members makes 
them feel they are not forgot-
ten at all. 

On Dec. 7, Patrick and 
the Marine League went to 
the 69th St. Pier to perform 
a Pearl Harbor Memorial 
Service. This is typical of 
Patrick, who devotes a lot of 
his time to show that some-
one does care when every-
one forgets about the kids, 
the sick, and the seniors. 

We should have more 
people like him, people who 
care!

I wish all of you a Merry 
Christmas, and hope this 
holiday season allows ev-
eryone of every faith and 
creed to enjoy peace and 
brotherhood.

Dreams come true: Carmine visits Santa!

BIG
SCREECHER
Carmine Santa Maria
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Forget silver bells — it’s all about Golden lights!
State Sen. Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge) illuminated a 

tree in Gravesend’s Lady Moody Square on Dec. 13, and 

invited the neighborhood to join him.
Golden aide John Quaglione said roughly 100 people 

came out to the triangle at the corner of Van Sicklen 
Street and Avenue U to see the evergreen go bright — and 
to watch the pep squad from David A. Boody Junior High 
School do a special Christmas cheer.

“It is important that Sen. Golden has these events to 
bring out the Christmas and holiday spirit in our com-
munity,” said Quaglione. “The tree lightings are good for 
our schools, our businesses, and our families.”

Golden’s team passed around sheets with lyrics to 
popular holiday carols, and everyone sang and drank 
hot chocolate. Event planner Chip Cafi ero’s close friend 
Santa Claus also paid a visit, and gave candy canes to the 
kids in attendance. 

There was also a collection for the Marine Corps’ Toys 
for Tots Foundation, which gives playthings to less fortu-
nate kids. Golden urged people to remember that the hol-
iday spirit includes thinking of those who do without.

“During the Christmas season, and all year, residents 
of our community should join together in the Christmas 
spirit and exhibit good will to serve the most needy,” the 
recently re-elected offi cial said. “These Christmas tree 
lightings will serve as occasions where all can come to 
embrace those values together and enjoy the warmth 
that this holiday brings as winter comes upon us.”

BY COLIN MIXSON
Call it the little tree that 

could.
Hurricane Sandy toppled 

most of the trees outside the John 
Malone Community Center, so 
the pickings were slim for Mil-
lennium Development’s annual 
Christmas tree lighting ceremony 
on Saturday — but the sturdy non-
profi t did its best with a tree too 
threadbare to catch the wind.

“It was a little scraggly look-
ing,” said Millennium Develop-
ment worker Caitlin Dasaro, 
speaking about the scrappy pine, 
“but we made it work.”

Audience members said the 
pine was the spitting image of the 
showcased spruce in “A Charlie 
Brown’s Christmas” — right down 
to the hardwood’s iconic tilt.

“It looked exactly like the 
Charlie Brown Christmas tree, it 
was on a tilt, just like the movie,” 
said Gina Young, a Bergen Beach 
resident who brought her daugh-
ter Daniella to the lighting cer-
emony. 

Yet the gawky pine was made 
brilliant after Millennium fl ipped 
the light switch and Santa Claus 
ditched his one-horse open sleigh 
for a big, red fi re truck so he could 
entertain area kids with color-
fully wrapped presents and his 
boisterous, trademark “Ho, ho, 
ho.”

“The kids had a lot of fun,” 
said young. “We would do it next 
year, it was perfect.”

ONE-HORSE OPEN FIRE TRUCK: Santa Claus ditched his sleigh in favor of a 
fi re truck during this year’s Millennium Development tree lighting ceremony.

ALL AGLOW: Erin Gateretse, age 10, shows off the candy cane 
she got from Santa Claus.  Photos  by Steve Solomonson

WHO WOULDN’T GO?: Six-year-old Nicholas Costagliola was just 
one of the kids who got to sit with Santa Claus. 

A CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS: The tree used during this year’s annual 
Millennium Development tree lighting was a bit scraggly thanks to Hurricane 
Sandy, but the non-profi t brightened the threadbare hardwood with lively 
decorations.  Photos by Steve Solomonson

GRAVESEND LIGHTS UP THE HOLIDAYS AT LADY MOODY SQ.

MAKING THE MOST OF A SMALL TREE IN BERGEN BEACH
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DOWNTOWN

Huzzah, huzza! Rocco “Roy” Vanasco 
is offi cially the longest-serving member of 
Community Board 2. Our pal Roy has 
been a part of the board for 45 years. As 
one of the founding fathers, Roy has gone 
through many incarnations of the board 
and our borough, as well as four borough 
presidents, from the late Abe Stark, who 
fi rst appointed Roy to the planning board 
in 1968, all the way up to Standing O’s big-
gest boosting helper, Borough President 

Markowitz, who told Standing O, “All of 
Brooklyn salutes and commends Roy Va-
nasco, a true son of Brooklyn and Fort 
Greene.” Yowza. “We thank him for all he 
has done.” Standing O does, too. 

Along with serving his community for 
forever in various positions in Community 
Board 2, Roy has also served as president 
of the 88th Precinct Community Council 
for eight years, is co-owner of an appliance 
store in Clinton Hill with his brother for 
the last 60 years, the founder of the Rock-
efeller Republican Club, an advocate for 
the removal of the Myrtle Avenue el tracks 
and improved bus service to the downtown 
area, and was instrumental in having the 
Parks Department return the bronze eagle 
statues to their perch atop the Prison Ship 
Martyrs Monument. Oy vey, Standing O is 
running out of space!

This mensch of all mensches is also the 
proud pop of two sons, Mark and Joel, two 
grandchildren, 18 and 16, and the husband 
of  wife Rhoda Hellerman for 40 years. 

MARINE PARK 

It’s a big opening
Hooray — Casual Male is coming to 

a new location. The leading place for big 
guys looking to get fashionable is opening 
a Destination XL store. The new super-
store will offer more than 100 brands from 
its existing catalogue of fashions, featur-
ing private labels, hottest designers, and 
so much more. So if you want a great pair 

of pants that fi t just right, come on down, 
and don’t worry if those hems don’t crease 
just right at the shoe, there’s a tailor on 
board to make sure that those pants will 
fi t like a pair of gloves quicker than you 
can say “Armani.” 

The best part is that the elegant empo-
rium is open just in time for all those fash-
ion-minded stylin’ gents to pick up a holly, 
jolly outfi t for the holidays. 

Standing O says, “Welcome to the neigh-
borhood.”

Destination XL (2472 Flatbush Ave. and 
Avenue U in Marine Park).

BAY RIDGE

Ka’ching 
TD Bank, the most convenient bank 

around, has given Gabriella Nortesano 
a nice Christmas gift: it’s promoted the 
Staten Island resident (Standing O is an 
equal opportunity booster), to store man-
ager of its Bay Ridge branch. Our pal Ga-
briella will be responsible for new business 
development, consumer and business lend-
ing, managing personnel, and overseeing 
the day-to-day operations of the bank. 

Gabriella has been with the bank since 

2006, when she started as a teller in its 
Staten Island location. 
But, hey, she’s now 
moving to the big time 
and Standing O is re-
ally glad she’s jumped 
the bridge. Along with 
everything banking, 
she is also a member 
of the Soroptimist In-

ternational of Staten 

Island, a world-wide 
organization for women in management 
and professions. Who knew?

Standing O says, welcome, bienvenue 
and willkommen. 

TD Bank [9904 Fourth Ave. at 99th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 630–9965].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Raise the mast — Business owner 

Peter Doody, the sailing son of the 
Doody Home Center clan, is on an epic 
adventure: he’ll be sailing and slooshing 
over the bounding main aboard the Pic-
ton Castle, a 170-foot tall training ship, 
which has sailed the ocean blue circum-
navigating the globe more than a few 
times over.

Pete, who comes from a sailing fam-
ily, trained for the trek aboard the 
mighty vessel in September, and then 
departed from Nova Scotia to the Ca-
ribbean and beyond this past Novem-
ber. 

“We’ve always had a passion for sail-
ing,” said sister Nina Alcott, co-owner 
of the family business. “Peter has boats, 
my dad, and my other brother, too.” 

Even though Pete is no stranger to 

boat stuff, he still needed to train to be 
aboard. 

“It’s a very fulfi lling experience,” 
said Pete, via e-mail, which he sent 
when he slipped into one of those exotic 
ports of call. 

The journey will take our pal through 
the Panama Canal, to the Cook Islands, 
Pacifi c islands and other exotic places. 

“Climbing aloft on a sweet trade-
wind evening to stow sails, steering at 
the big teak wheel, exploring Pacifi c is-
lands and tropical beaches — how could 
I pass up an opportunity like that?” he 
wrote.

 Hey, is there room for Standing O?
Bon voyage, Pete. Standing O will 

save you a copy for your scrapbook when 
you return in the spring.

Doody Home Center [2461 E. 17th St. 
and Avenue Y in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
648–6000].

PARK SLOPE

How sweet an award is!
Five packets go to owner Ron Del 

Gaudio, pharmacist-supreme, for 
winning the Health Mart® Diabetes 
Care Excellence Award. Standing O 
pal Ron is only one of fi ve pharma-
cists across the country to have re-
ceived this prestigious award, which 
was presented on Sept. 13. 

Pharmacist Ron has spent the last 
25 years implementing his vision of 
what a pharmacy should be. From an 
innovative one-year post-graduate 
training program for future apoth-
ecarists — the only one in all of the 
metropolitan area, we might add — 
to meticulously building a new kind 
of pharmacy, staffed by trained spe-
cialists with offi ces for one-on-one 
counseling and an American Diabe-
tes Assocation-recognized program, 
every last detail is centered around 
improved care. 

“I’m very honored to get the 
award and to help people with diabe-
tes,” said Ron.

Which is the main reason that 
Health Mart bestowed this award on 
our pal? 

“Pharmacists are often the fi rst 
point of care for those diagnosed 
with diabetes,” said Chuck Wilson 
veep at Health Mart. “We recognize 
that diabetes is a serious disease and 
Ron has proven himself as a go-to re-
source in his community for those 
managing the disease.” 

Kings Pharmacy [357 Flatbush 
Ave. at Sterling Place in Park Slope, 
(718) 230–3535].

AHOY, MATEY: Buccaneer Peter Doody of Doody Home Center is sailing to Panama City aboard 
the Picton Castle. 

A tall ship and a star to steer her by

Congrats to CB2’s longest-serving member
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CLAUS FOR A CAUSE
By Will Bredderman

Many have borrowed Santa Claus’s beard — from a 
farcical Tim Allen to the timeless Edmund Gwen 
— but John Duvall Gluck actually responded to the 

call of “Dear Santa.” 
This holiday season, a museum exhibit at Williamsburg’s 

City Reliquary tells the story of a young Bedford-Stuyvesant-
born man who in 1913 played Santa and answered the hopeful 
letters of needy children — succeeding miraculously in found-
ing the Santa Claus Association, only to fail in the end.

For decades, messages addressed to the North Pole mold-
ered unopened in dead letter offices. But a law passed in 1912 
permitted the postal service to turn children’s wish lists over to 
private interests — and John Gluck decided to fill the boots and 
red suit and buy them the gifts they wanted most. 

“It’s a heartwarming story of an organization founded on 
altruism, but there’s a bit of a twist to it as well,” said Reliquary 
founder Dave Herman, who had Gluck’s great-grandnephew 
Alex Palmer approach him with the idea for the exhibit, which 
includes photos, scrapbooks, and nearly century-old hand-
scrawled letters to Saint Nick. 

After tracking down a long-lost relative in Florida, who kept 
a huge amount of newspaper clippings from the association, 
Palmer learned the whole story of Gluck and his amazing charity. 
The young man-about-town used his connections to get media 

each year of its existence. “Gluck had the idea that charities 
could be run more efficiently, that you could do it without a lot 
of overhead bureaucracy, and it would be a more satisfying for 
the donor.”

But by the late 1920s, the novelty of the Santa Claus 
Association had died off, and public interest waned. To hang 
onto the spotlight, Gluck had the group take on dozens of 
public figures as “vice-presidents,” even though they had little 
involvement in the project. The move attracted the attention of 
New York’s Public Welfare commissioner Bird Coller, who had 
made a name for himself by busting sham charities. 

Coller’s 1928 investigation revealed that, despite appear-
ances, the Association was a one-man operation under Gluck’s 
control — and that chunks of its funding couldn’t be accounted 
for. The city never filed any charges or accusations against the 
would-be Kris Kringle, but Coller’s revelations were enough to 
deny Gluck access to the Post Office’s Santa letters — effec-
tively killing the foundation. 

The soiled Saint Nick moved to Florida and the association 
faded into history — until Palmer brought its story to the City 
Reliquary.

The Santa Claus Association at the City Reliquary [370 
Metropolitan Ave., between Marcy Avenue and Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 782–4842, www.cityreliquary.
org]. Thurs.–Sun., noon–6 pm, through Feb. 10, $5.

attention and set up a primitive version of crowd-sourcing, con-
vincing major names from the stage and screen to take on hun-
dreds of letters — which asked for everything from toy soldiers 
and dolls to medicine, rent money, and artificial limbs.

“The real heartbreaking ones are the ones where they’re 
asking for bare necessities,” said Palmer, noting that the Santa 
Claus Association responded to tens of thousands of letters 

Museum shares story of real-life Santa

Santa Claus & Associates: City 
Reliquary founder Dave Herman and 
curator Alex Palmer join the big 
man himself for the new exhibit 
about a real-life Santa who made 
kids’ dreams come true at the 
Williamsburg museum.

Wishlist: The Santa Claus Association received tens of thousands of letters 
from needy children every Christmas during its 15-year existence — and its 
founder found a way to grant their gift wishes. Photos by Stefano Giovannini
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(between Avenues X & Y)

718.648.3794
Open 24 Hours, 7 Days

BREAKFAST
SERVED
ALL DAY

CATERING

EVERY Wed. & Sun.
1 Dozen Bagels  $699

Bagel Wheel
$5499
Feeds 12-15

Buy 4 Bagels

Get 2 Bagels

FREE
Not Valid On Wed. & Sun.

With Coupon

Available 
starting at

EVERYDAY 
SANDWICH
SPECIAL

Any Boar’s Head 
Cold Cut 

Buy 8 Bagels

Get 4 Bagels

FREE
With Coupon

BOAR’S 
HEAD 

TURKEY

BOAR’S 
HEAD 
HAM

BOAR’S HEAD 
AMERICAN 

CHEESE

FREE
BAGELS

3 TO 6 
FOOT 

HEROS

FREE
BAGELS

$649$1399 $599 $499
1/2 LB. Min. 1/2 LB. Min. 1/2 LB. Min.

10% 
OFF

Any Catering 
Order

With Coupon
Not Valid On Wed. & Sun.

Hero 
$499

+Tax

Rolls 
$399

+Tax

LB.
Per 
Foot

LB. LB.
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Jazz isn’t dead, and that’s thanks in part to 
Gerry Eastman’s efforts to keep it alive in 
Williamsburg.

The musician and his trio, quartet, or quin-
tet, depending on the week, regularly light up 
Bedford Avenue’s Williamsburg Music Center 
with the acoustic electricity of saxophones, trum-
pets, and standing basses.

“Our main push is to get people used to 
hearing live music again,” said Eastman. “You 
wouldn’t believe how many people come in here 
and point to that [upright bass] and say, ‘What’s 
that?’ ”

Eastman founded the Music Center in 1981, 
and since then it has become one of a small hand-
ful of jazz spaces in Brooklyn. 

By his estimates, 30 years ago there were 
between 40 and 50 jazz clubs in New York. Today 
he struggles to name 10. 
Jazz has fallen from the 
popular conscious, and its 
vibrant culture is threat-
ened by the cultural shift, 
he said. But at the small 
but welcoming space at S. Fifth Street, jazz is 
alive and kicking.

The Friday night show features Eastman’s 
ever-evolving quintet, with some of the regulars 
including bassist Brian Vinson, drummer Ronnie 
Burrage, and percussionist Abdus Sabor. Staying 
in the tradition of the scene they open up the 

stage to guest musicians, making for a loose, 
unpredictable night of music. 

Last Friday, horn player Nick Vayenas jumped 
in for a few songs and brought some New 
Orleans energy to the music. Saxophonist Julian 
Drake Taylor and bassist Paul Duston-Munoz 
also hopped on stage for a few songs. And to add 
some crooning to the night, vocalist Mavis Swan 
performed with the band, singing a wonderful 
rendition of “Bye Bye Blackbird.”

Gerry Eastman at the Wililamsburg Music 
Center [367 Bedford Ave. at S. Fifth Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384–1654, www.wmcjazz.org]. 
Fridays, 10 pm.  – Dennis Lynch

There’s nothing stopping you from watch-
ing “A Christmas Story” for 24 straight 
hours on your living-room TV — that 

is, if you’re trying to burn your eyes out.
Fortunately, Williamsburg’s Nitehawk 

Cinema has revived the masterful tale of holi-
day yearning, adolescent bewilderment, and 
1950s strangeness — complete with an “inde-
scribably beautiful” leg lamp — to its former 
big-screen splendor for two glorious days.

Since the film’s 1983 premier, the futility of 
child-protagonist Ralphie’s quixotic mission to 
become the recipient of the ultimate yuletide 
gift, the Red Ryder BB gun, has endeared him 
to cross-generational audiences united in the 
understanding of one simple axiom: childhood 
is frustrating.

In the movie, the 
forces of adulthood are 
lined up against little 
Ralphie — his teacher, 
the obnoxious neighbors, 
and even Santa Claus seem to be out to get 
him, while crummy commercial interests of 
Ovaltine destroy his faith in the Lone Ranger. 
Even his parents, who are too busy quibbling 
over an erotic lamp, fail to acknowledge his 
Christmas crisis.

But all’s well that ends well, as the chaos 
and anxiety of the holiday season coalesces 
into that perfect Christmas moment, when 
dearest dad comes through with a secret gift, 
hidden behind his favorite chair, after all the 
other presents have been exhausted.

Gleefully, Ralphie unwraps the lever-action, 

spring-piston air rifle, only to — spoiler alert! 
— shoot his eye out.

“A Christmas Story” at Nitehawk Cinema 
[136 Metropolitan Ave. between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Williamsburg, (718) 384–
3980, www.nitehawkcinema.com]. Dec. 22 and 
Dec. 23 at 12 pm. $11, $9 for children and 
seniors. – Colin Mixson

It’s time for a “Story”

If you can’t film them, join them.
Filmmaker Eddie Rosenstein wanted to 

learn about the people doing the danger-
ous job of digging the tunnels that bring fresh 
water into New York City — so he went and got 
a their job.

And with the two old pipes that kept the city 
hydrated for 150 years rusting away, it was a job 
of supreme importance, Rosenstein said.

“The fate of NYC, 
and in a lot of ways, the 
world, was dependant 
on the completion of the 
third water tunnel,” said 
Rosenstein, a Brooklyn documentary filmmak-
er whose recent project, “Sandhogs,” chronicled 
the construction of an additional tunnel chan-
neling potable water into the city from upstate. 

But requests for access to the tunnels and the 
diggers, known as “sandhogs,” were denied. 

“The city wasn’t eager to have this story 

told, there was almost this black-out about it.” 
Rosenstein could only enter the tunnel as a 

worker. After months of showing up to the job-
site asking for work, he said he finally took the 
place of a worker who got hurt on the job.

He worked for weeks before bringing a cam-
era down to begin filming. 

“That’s the joy of being a documentary film-
maker — you not only get to share these stories, 
you get to live them,” he said. 

On Dec. 28, Rosenstein will team up with 
Noah Rosenberg, a multimedia journalist 
whose work has appeared in the New York 
Times, the Wall Street Journal, and CBS News, 
and founded Narratively, a multimedia website 
sharing New York’s untold stories. The two men 
will present clips from their works and discuss 
their craft.

The presentation is the first in a new series 
of meet-ups and conversations bringing profes-
sional storytellers together to tell tales and open 
a conversation about non-fiction storytelling.

DUMBO Film Salon at reRun Theater [147 
Front St. between Jay and Pearl streets in DUMBO, 
(718) 766–9110, www.reruntheater.com]. Dec. 28, 
6:45 PM, free. – Hannah Palmer Egan

The nightmare before Christmas is here.
Krampus, the mythological anti-Santa 

Claus and brutal punisher of naughty chil-
dren found in European folklore, will be honored 
at a premiere holiday celebration this Saturday at 
Gowanus’ Observatory. 

The local TV performance group Ghoul A 
Go-Go and exhibit space Morbid Anatomy have 
joined forces to put on a Christmas extravaganza 

with a gruesome twist, chock full of dancing, 
booze, and the horned demon known for swatting 
disobedient boys and girls with rusty chains and 
dragging them straight to the pits of hell. 

“It’s definitely somewhat of a piss-take on 
Christmas,” said Joanna Ebenstein, founder of 
Morbid Anatomy. 

Tthe unusual holiday 
party for adults is not meant 
to be anti-Christmas, she 
said, but a celebration of 
every facet of the gift-giving season — giving 
attendees a more balanced perspective of good 
and evil.

“Krampus is a bizarre part of the Christmas 
tradition in other places of the world and I like to 
emphasize that,” she said. “There can’t be a Santa 
without a Krampus in Europe. Krampus reminds 
us of the complexity of things and it’s truer to the 
reality of our world that there is a dark side and a 
light side.” 

At the extravaganza partygoers — who are 
encouraged to come dressed as the cloven hoofed 
beast-like creature — will have the opportunity to 
take part in a burlesque show, including a domina-
trix administrating beatings, but only if to those 
who have been “especially naughty,” said Kevin 
Rice of Ghoul A Go-Go. The long-running local 
television show will also premiere its “Devils” 
episode at the party. 

There will also be a screening of Rene 
Cardona’s 1959 Mexican film “Santa Claus” — 
featuring Jose Elias Moreno as the man in the 
big red suit — about a devil that tries to ruin 
Christmas. 

Ghoul A Go-Go and Morbid Anatomy’s holi-
day Krampus party at the Observatory (543 Union 
St. between Bond and Nevins streets in Gowanus, 
www.morbidanatomy.blogspot.com). Dec. 22, 8 
pm. $13.  – Natalie Musumeci

Sat.Sat.
12/2212/22

Gone hog wild Krampus is 
coming to town 

All that jazz in Williamsburg

Fri.Fri.
12/28 12/28 

Sat. & Sun.Sat. & Sun.
12/22-2312/22-23

Holiday horror: Kevin Rice (left) and Vladimir Tsepis (cen-
ter) of TV show “Ghoul A Go-Go” will be dressed as their 
classic eerie characters for the Krampus-themed holiday 
Christmas party.  Photo courtesy of Ghoul A Go-Go

Going down under: Filmmaker Eddie Rosenstein got his 
chance to capture sandhogs at work — but only after he 
became one of them.  Photo by Larry Bercow

Fri.Fri.
WeeklyWeekly

Fra-gee-lay: This eye-catching lamp plays a big role in 
the classic holiday film, “The Christmas Story.”
 Photo by Amy Sancetta

Jamming: Musician Gerry Eastman is the owner of the jazz 
club Williamsburg Music Center.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Brooklyn Borough President 
Marty Markowitz being thanked 

by Bill Jordan, Alex Spivak, 
and John Manzola of Jordan’s 
Lobster Dock for his invaluable 
help during Hurricane Sandy.

Thanks to Brooklyn Borough 
President Marty Markowitz 

and a great team from ConEd 
Jordan’s is up and running  

for the holidays!

To show our appreciation we 
have inducted BP Markowitz 

into the exclusive club of 
“Official State O’ Maine 

Lobstertricians.”

MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 

& HAPPY 

NEW YEAR!

– S T E A K H O U S E –

SINCE 1985

Celebrate the holidays with us!

WWW.EMBERSBAYRIDGE.COM

9519 3RD AVENUE
FOR RESERVATIONS

718-745-3700

PRIVATE PARTIES WELCOME We are open 7 days

Italian Cuisine • Seafood
Call for reservations

718.833.0800
7201 8th Ave.

Bay Ridge

www.NewCornerRestaurant.com
Play N.Y.S. Lottery & Quick Draw

OPEN 7 DAYS
CATERING
FOR ALL

OCCASIONS

Cocktail Lounge
Take Out Orders

Major Credit Cards

Engagements
Bridal Showers

Christenings
Complimentary Glass of Wine or Soda

FOUNDED OVER
75 YEARS AGO BY

Vicenzo Colandrea
NEW CORNER RESTAURANT

IS NOW CONCIDERED
A LANDMARK TO VISIT

$19.75 $26.95LUNCH 
SPECIAL

Monday - Saturday 12:00 to 3:00
MAXIMUM 8 PEOPLE (EXCEPT HOLIDAYS)

4 Course 
Lobster Dinners

DINNER SPECIAL
Monday - Thursday

3:00 to 11:30
MAXIMUM 8 PEOPLE
(EXCEPT HOLIDAYS)

$24.95
$29.95

Join Us For FISH FRIDAYS$14.75
LITE

LUNCH
4 Course 
Fish Dinners

Elegance without Extravagance

Price Fixed Menu $ 27.00 - 7 Days
1464 86th St. between 14th and 15th Ave.

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

Have you made your holiday party plans yet? 
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RESTAURANT & BAR

(Corner of E. 46th St.)

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY

EXCITING 
ANNOUNCEMENT
WEEKDAYS’ 

FOUR COURSE MENU 
served Sunday to Thursday 

(except Holidays) 

$16.95 pp 
(including a complimentary 

glass of white wine or 
homemade ice tea)

HAPPY HOUR 
ALL DAY… 

BAR ONLY Sunday to Thursday 
(except Holidays)

Besides...we’re very happy and proud to announce that we’ve had Mr. Ming Au, who formerly 
owned a few restaurants for over 20 years, as our Head Chef. And...he’s very happy to take opinions 

& accommodate any dish you can’t find on the menu!

PARKING ON PREMISES

New Year’s Eve Party 2012
     $98.00pp      (tax & gratuity included) 

Deposit is required for reservations!!!

* Seafood 
* Steaks
* Chops

Will be Closed CHRISTMAS EVE and Open CHRISTMAS DAY!

Live Entertainment by 

THE BAND, THE ORIGINALS
Menu includes Four Hours Open Bar 

(9 p.m.–1 a.m.)
Plus... Midnight Champagne Toast 

& Four Course Dinner Including
Soup      Appetizer      Entree      Dessert

All entrees are served with
Brown, White, Pork or Vegetables Fried Rice

                 A

FINE CHINESE  CUISINE OPEN 6 DAYS for Lunch & Dinner, Closed Tuesday

RESTAURANT & BA

FINE CHINESE  C     UISINEINFINFIN OPEN 6 DAYS for Lunch & Dinner

OFFERING THREE OPTIONS 

1. Full dinner and open bar throughout $100.00 per person 
2. Dinner excluding open bar $75.00 per person
3. Party in the bar area or VIP Room (no food) $50.00 per person

Tax & Gratuity Included With All Packages

Deluxe New Year’s Eve Four Course Dinner Party Menu

All packages includes Hats, Noisemakers, 

Streamers and Champagne Toast at Midnight

Appetizer choices 
Deep Fried Calamari 

Shrimp Cocktail 
Fresh Mozzarella & Tomato

Baked Clams Oreganata

Salad 
Classic Caesar Salad OR

Salad of Mixed Greens with 
Balsamic Vinaigrette

Entree choices
Chicken Francese

Filet Mignon 
T-Bone Steak 

Grilled Salmon
(Entrees served with potato and vegetable) 

Coffee & Dessert 
Cheesecake OR

Tiramisu

 

Schnitzel Haus

LUNCH
DINNER

PRIVATE PARTIES

Our Party Plans! 
RING IN 2013

WITH THE URBAN FAMILY

New Years Eve
Special

                 2 Hour Dinner & Open Bar-$40 pp

                  3 Hour Dinner & Open Bar-$60 pp
Seatings start at 10pm

OPEN BAR INCLUDES DRAFT BEER, WINE AND RACK LIQUOR

RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED
Ala Carte dinner available all night till midnight

Brooklyns 
Only 

Authentic 
German 
Cuisine

With Over 40 German & Belgian Beers
Come join us along with RADIO DAZE & The FDNY -

Saturday, December 22 @ 10pm
For Sandy’s Children - Toys for Tots - Fundraiser

Please bring a toy to the event

Champagne
Toast

For All
At

Midnight
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Tasty Tavern, 4523 Avenue N at E. 46th Street in Mill Basin, (718) 692–1020, (718) 692–1033 www.TastyTavern.com. 
Open Mondays through Thursdays, noon–10 pm; Fridays, noon–11 pm; Saturdays 12:30–11 pm; and Sundays, 12:30–9:30 pm.

Ring in the New Year at Tasty Tavern.
The gourmet Chinese restaurant is 

hosting a celebration to remember. There will 
be a four-course dinner of soup, appetizer, 
entree, and dessert. The fun starts at 9 pm, 
and includes a four-hour open bar, midnight 
champagne toast, and live music. The $98 
per person price includes tax and tip.

It’s all wonderfully convenient to be so 
close to home on this busy night. There’s no 
need to endure traffic, long drives, or pay 
expensive tolls. Tasty Tavern has its own 
parking lot, right on the premises. Having 
no hassles is one way to start the year off 
right.

Patrons will have a great time because 
when it comes to fun — and fine food — it’s 
difficult to beat Tasty Tavern any day of the 
year. The restaurant’s owner, Alice Lin, is 
an energizing presence who greets patrons 
by first name, seeing that they feel welcome, 
and that everything meets their satisfaction. 
Her lively personality is contagious, assuring 
that the place thrives.

The atmosphere is always upbeat. Dine on 
Fridays and Saturdays, and enjoy live entertainment. Singers 

perform, requests are taken, 
and there’s even room to dance. 
Sundays through Thursdays, 
it’s happy hour all day long. 
Drinks are half price, and you 
can socialize at the bar. Stay for 
dinner because there’s a new 
four-course weekday menu, 
Sundays through Thursdays, 
for $16.95 per person, including 
a complimentary glass of 
white wine. If you prefer, 
order from the extensive 
gourmet menu. There are 
dishes such as Grand Marnier 
shrimp, featuring artfully 
arranged crispy prawns, 
topped with big walnuts. Fun 
finger food includes boneless 
spare ribs — rectangular 
in shape, but without the 

bones. Vegetable spring 
rolls are crisp. Served 

in stark white dishes, they are presented cut, to reveal vibrant 
colors and interesting textures. Yes, there’s fried rice, but there’s 
also Hawaiian fried rice — chopped ham, pineapple, golden 
raisins, and cashews. Even the noodles that come to the table are 
extraordinary. They are huge, more the size of chips. Presented to 

the table in a woven basket, they are an irresistible snack to enjoy 
before the start of the meal. Tables are adorned with classic white 
cloths, and each contains a fresh flower. Cloth, deep blue napkins, 
folded in intriguing designs, 
stand at attention. Kettles of hot 
tea are replenished as needed.  

The restaurant was voted one 
of the top 100 Chinese restaurants 
in America by The Chinese News 
Magazine in 2007, says Lin, an 
award that’s well-deserved. But 
it’s much more than a Chinese 
restaurant. You’ll find steaks, 
chops, and even cappuccino 
on the menu, assuring that all 

who dine here enjoy the 
experience.

Tasty Tavern is available 
for private parties, 
catering, takeout, and make 
deliveries.
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Unique Waterfront Dining

 Authentic Italian Cuisine Inspired By The Sea

 Upscale, Casual Atmosphere On The Bay 

 Wood-Fired, Brick Oven Specialties

2902 Emmons Ave.  Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

On-Premises Parking

www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

Celebrate The Holidays With Il Fornetto

Serving a three course 
prix fi xe menu

$3695
 per person

(Kids $1495)
A La Carte menu also available

Reservations recommended

Pre Ball Drop Dinner
Three course prix fi xe menu

$3695
 per person

A La Carte menu also available

Complimentary Midnight Toast for all Diners 
Ringing in the New Year at il Fornetto

Reservations recommended

New Year’s Eve Extravaganza
Includes Full Open Bar, Party Favors, 
Live DJ and Dancing, Midnight Toast,
Four Course Menu (Rack of Lamb, 
Grilled Swordfi sh, Fillet Mignon)

$100 per person 

Book early as seating is limited

New Year’s EveChristmas Eve New Year’s Day
Serving a three course 

prix fi xe menu

$2695
 per person

A La Carte menu also available

Open at 1 pm
Reservations recommended

Call now to reserve

718.332.8494

JORDAN’S LOBSTER DOCK
• HOLIDAY HOURS •

THURS 12/20 5 AM –  7 PM

FRI 12/21 5 AM –  7 PM

SAT 12/22 5 AM –  7 PM

SUN 12/23 5 AM –  7 PM

MON 12/24 5 AM –  7 PM

TUES 12/25 CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

CHRISTMAS / RETAIL MARKET

NEW YEAR’S / RETAIL MARKET

FRI 12/28 5 AM – 7 PM

SAT 12/29 5 AM – 7 PM

SUN 12/30 5 AM – 7 PM

MON 12/31 5 AM – 7 PM

TUES 1/1/13 10 AM – 6 PM

(* CLAM BAR OPEN DAILY 11 AM)
1-800-404-CLAW

TELEPHONE ORDERS TAKEN

• LOBSTERS ALL SIZES
1 TO 4 LBS EACH

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO CHARGE FOR STEAMING

• SHRIMP • SHELL-ON
• CLEANED OR COOKED

• CALAMARI FRESH USA #1
• CLAMS • OYSTERS

• MUSSELS • PULPO BACCALA
• KING CRAB LEGS • SNOW LEGS
• LUMP CRAB CAKES • BAKED CLAMS

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) 
SHEEPSHEAD BAY • BROOKLYN

FREE
PARKING
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By Danielle Furfaro

Party like an animal — but don’t eat any.
Meat-eater’s rarely think of the animal 

product content in alcoholic beverages, but 
booze can contain dairy, fish, insects, and even 
booze — putting vegan drinkers in a tight spot.

Thankfully for them, the Pine Box Rock Shop 
helps vegans get lit without compromising their 
lifestyle.

“It’s an ethical choice on our part. I like the 
idea that vegan food is normal food,” said Heather 
Rush, who co-owns the Grattan Street bar with her 
husband, Jeff. 

The duo keep animal products off the menu and 
out of their drinks, avoiding all alcoholic beverages 
that contain a “binder” such as bone meal or egg 
whites, often used to keep sediment at the bottom 
of bottles. They also write off any drinks made 
with carmine, a beetle extract used to color cheap 
schnapps and sloe gin.

And when Rush can’t find vegan version of a 
spirit, she makes her own. 

The bar carries a number of fancy drinks in its 
own vegan variations. 

The bartenders make their own Bailey’s-type 
cream out of vanilla vodka, Kahlua, Frangelico 
and vanilla soy milk, which goes in the Sam in a 
Sweater, a mix of the vegan cream with root beer, 
Cointreau, vodka and brandy cherries. And since 
most Worcestershire sauces — used in bloody 
Marys — include anchovies, they use their own 

version that instead has a vegetable protein. 
Vegan customers say they appreciate that there’s 

somewhere to go. 
“It’s refreshing to be able to go to a bar and 

order anything from a stout to a pina colada and 
not have to worry about the ingredients,” said Erin 
McSorley. “And everything’s really good too. Sam 
in a Sweater is my favorite.” 

Many of the bar’s omnivorous patrons don’t 
realize that the bar is vegan, and come instead for 
the atmosphere, good beer, and karaoke and trivia 
nights — and, of course, the naked lady pictures in 
the bathrooms. 

“I didn’t know that it was a vegan bar, but I 
guess that’s good,” said Jon Lehman, who lives in 
Greenpoint. “People need to have options. I just 
come here because I like the bar.”  

The bar also offers vegan empanada and occa-
sionally invites vegan food trucks to park on the 
street in front of the bar. 

Rush, who is a vegan herself, said she decided to 
make the bar animal-product-free to offer an option 
to vegans around the city.

“I don’t want to be one of these people who put 
their politics out there as a business owner,” said 
Rush, whose bar contains only one vieo game, a 
big-game shoot-’em-up. “But it’s so easy, I figured, 
why not?”

Pine Box Rock Shop [12 Grattan St., between 
Morgan Avenue and Bogart Street in Bushwick, 
(718) 366–6311, www.pineboxrockshop.com]. 

Bushwick bar mixes vegan cocktails

CRUELTY-FREE 
BLOODY MARYS

By Eli Rosenberg

The hills are alive with the sound 
of podcasts.

A podcasting class in 
Bushwick will teach Brooklynites the 
ins and outs of crafting an online radio 
hour for the world to listen to — or just 
their friends. 

But don’t worry, even though get-
ting a big audience is as tough as rais-
ing one’s Klout on Twitter, the class’s 
teacher assures, recording a podcast is a 
skill that everyone can learn. 

“This is stuff that anybody can be 
taught, but you have to have that drive,” 
said Zack Dinerstein, a producer for 
WNYC morning news show “The 
Takeaway” as well as a host of a self-
made music podcast called “Feedback.” 

Dinerstein will teach the class on the 
first three Sundays of January, showing 
new radio hosts the ropes.

“If you want to make something 
creative and in-depth it takes know-
ing audio editing,” said Dinerstein, who 

finding a quiet room.”
Introduction to Podcasting at the 

3rd Ward [195 Morgan Ave. between 
Meadow and Stagg streets in Bushwick, 
(718) 715–4961, www.3rdward.com]. 
Sundays starting Jan. 6, $282.

is a decent computer and a microphone, 
though the nicer the microphone you get, 
the more professional it will sound. 

“A podcast is like the online equiva-
lent to having your own radio station,” 
said Dinerstein. “The hardest part is 

Greene his home.
And then there are amateurs, like 

Lou Fernandez, a Brooklyn Heights resi-
dent who makes a podcast called “ Lou 
Reads ” that involves him reading the 
strange and often disgusting material 
from various internet forums.

“I enjoy performing and being out 
there,” said Fernandez, who has epi-
sodes on crystal meth drug forums or 
dragon-themed sex stores, as well as 
one where he reads from Yelp reviews 
about the  United Artists Court Street . 
“It’s a way for me to perform and be in 
the public eye.”

Fernandez, who gets a couple thou-
sand listeners every show, says it is not 
a big money maker, but said that hosting 
it was way for him to get comfortable 
with the skills associated with voice-
over work, something he has parlayed 
into gigs.

And most importantly, podcasts are 
productions that take little in the way of 
technological overhead — all one needs 

will instruct wannabe podcasters in the 
ways of editing software, the whims of 
recording devices, and the subtleties of 
conducting an interview. 

“It’s like furniture building; anybody 
can make a cruddy chair out of three 
pieces of plywood, but if you want to 
make something really good, then it 
takes knowing more about what you’re 
actually doing.”

Dinerstein also says the best podcasts 
are the ones that are scripted — written 
in advance, and after many drafts.

Podcasts are big in the borough, from 
the thousands of plugged in listeners on 
their morning commutes to radio shows 
like NPR’s “ Ask Me Another, ” a seg-
ment of brain teasers and trivia taped at 
the Bell House, or “ Airbone Event ,” a 
popular radio show and podcast hosted 
by WFMU 91.1 FM that broadcasts 
about once a month from a Ditmas Park 
wine bar. 

Podcast legend  Jad Abumrad,  of 
WNYC’s Radiolab podcast, calls Fort 

Radiolabs! Brooklynites take to 

their closets to get on the airwaves

No blood lost: Pine Box Rock Shop bartender Colin Peer serves a vegan drink called “About Last Night” — one of 
six meatless Bloody Marys made with a homemade, sardine-free Worcestershire sauce. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Cast away: Zack Dinerstein, a producer at WNYC and the host of a DIY podcast “Feedback,” 
wants to teach you how to put on a podcast from the comfort of your home — bedroom and 
microphone not included. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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New Year’s Eve & Day at The Pearl Room

First Course - Choice Of:
Portobello Mushroom Mozzarella Napoleon

Coconut Shrimp
Eggplant Goat Cheese Asparagus

Vegetable Spring Rolls

Second Course - Choice Of:
Butternut Squash Soup

Pear Salad

Entrees - Choice Of:
Dover Sole

Hummus Crusted Wild Salmon
Sliced Pepper Crusted Shell Steak

Pan Seared Tilapia
Bacon Wrapped Chicken

Proscuitto Wrapped Pork Tenderloin
Braised Boneless Beef Short Rib Wellington

Penne Ala Vodka
Jumbo Panama Shrimp

Dessert - Choice Of:
Banana Strudel

Tiramisu
Cheese Cake or Crème Brule

Vanilla or Chocolate Ice Cream

Open 7 Days 
Lunch & Dinner

8201 3rd Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-833-6666
www.thepearlroom.com

For Christmas Eve & Day,
New Years Eve & Day

NEW YEAR’S EVE NEW YEAR’S DAY
First Seating btwn. 6:30pm & 8:30pm Second Seating btwn. 9:30pm & 10:15pm

$138$59per person.
$59per person.per person. Beverages, tax 

and gratuity are not included.
Includes a delicious 3 course dinner, open 

bar, champagne toast & music by DJ.

VALET PARKING.  ALL MAJOR CC.

OPEN 
CHRISTMAS 

DAY!

Beverages, tax and gratuity 
are not included.

Beverages, tax and 
gratuity are not included.

A Truly Unique Dining Experience

Holiday Catering

718.252.3030
4220 Quentin Road, Marine Park

Our Friday Lobster Special includes:

/2

$2895

Every Friday Enjoy Lobster!!

Open Christmas Eve, New Years Eve and New Years Day  

Call on us for all of your holiday catering needs, from small, intimate 
gatherings to large-scale corporate events, we create a night your guests 

will be talking about all year! On/Off Premises Catering.

Golden Productions Presents

A Gala New Year’s Even Party

AT THE

BAY RIDGE MANOR

9pm to 2am

Complete Dinner

Open Bar: Unlimited Champagne, 

Premium Liquors, Wine and Beer

Includes: Noisemakers, Hats, Balloons

And for your Listening & Dancing Pleasure...

Continuous Music: Top 40’s; Motown; 

Contemporary; Sounds of Today.

$85 per person

+tax +Grat.

BAY RIDGE MANOR

First come, fi rst served.
Maker your reservations early.
Call 9am – 10pm, Mon. – Sun.
Non-refundable payment due by 12/27

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

(Across from UA Movies)

*Other Sizes Available from 1 1/2 to 4 lbs ea. @ 8.99 lb.

LOBSTERS
JORDAN’S

3 $30F
O
R

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH*

STEAMED MARKET 
ONLY

 
CLAMS TOO

JORDAN’S CLAM BAR

EXP 
1/2/13

$2000
+TAX

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
1/2/13

SPECIAL THANKS TO JOHN MANZOLA FOR
HELPING US RE-OPEN AFTER THE STORM
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FRI, DEC. 21
TOYS FOR TOTS DRIVE: The Park 

Slope Civic Council is again 
hosting the annual holiday col-
lection. Books and toys are 
needed for families with chil-
dren 2 to 12. Various locations 
throughout Park Slope. Visit 
website for list of drop-off loca-
tions. Free. www.parkslopeciv-
iccounil.org/toys-for-tots. 

MOVIE NIGHT: Shorts and a 
full length family appropriate 
movie. Free! 6:15. The Moxie 
Spot [81 Atlantic Ave. between 
Hicks and Henry streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 923–
9710], themoxiespot.com. 

WINTER SOLSTICE: Mama Donna 
is hosting the event again, in 
this very special year. Advance 
registration required. 5:45 am. 
Grand Army Plaza [Union Street 
between Flatbush Avenue and 
Prospect Park West in Park 
Slope, (718) 857–1343], www.
donnahenes.net. 

GLOBAL SHOES: The exhibit, 
which incorporates cultural arti-
facts from the museum’s collec-
tion and a variety of hands-on, 
feet-on activities, encourages 
children and their families to 
explore global cultures within 
the context of fantasy shoe 
store and factory. Suitable for 
children 5 to 12 years old. $7.50 
(Free for members and children 
under1). 10 am–5 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 Brook-
lyn Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in 
Crown Heights (718) 735–4400] 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

“BIG ANNIE”: The production 
with story and music by Sandra 
Robbins is an American Tall 
Tale, about Annie, a Creole 
fl atboat captain who pulls a 
boatload of toys through a ter-
rible storm on Christmas Eve. 
Suitable for children in grades 
Pre-k through second, (3 to 7 
years old). $10 ($15 at the door). 
10:30 am. PS 3 The Bedford Vil-
lage School [50 Jefferson Ave. 
at Franklin Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant (212) 724–0677] 
shadowboxtheatre.org. 

ICE SKATING: Bring your own 
skates or rent a pair. $9 ($7 chil-
dren) plus $5 skate rental fee. 
11 am–4:20 pm and 7 TO 11 
pm. Aviator Sports and Events 
Center [3159 Flatbush Ave. (718) 
758–7500]. 

ROCK CLIMBING: Challenge and 
adventure just one rock wall 
at a time. The wall is the tall-
est indoor wall in the borough 
standing at 35 feet. Test your 
endurance if you dare. Suitable 
for children 5 years and older. 
$10 for two climbs. 11 am–4:20 
pm and 7 TO 11 pm. Aviator 
Sports and Events Center [3159 
Flatbush Ave. (718) 758–7500]. 

SKY-JUMP: A twelve foot bungee 
trampoline located on the main 
street level. Must weight be-
tween 40 and 150 pounds. $6 
for a 3 minute jump. 11 am–4:20 
pm and 7 TO 11 pm. Aviator 
Sports and Events Center [3159 
Flatbush Ave. (718) 758–7500]. 

STORY TIME WITH JORDAN: 
Pre-schoolers listen to stories 
from favorite books. Free. 11:30 
am– noon. PowerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO (718) 666–3049] www.
powerhousearena.com. 

WINTER SOLSTICE: Children 
5 years old and younger cel-
ebrate the fi rst day of winter 
and make a special craft. Free 
with museum admission. 11:30 
am–12:30 pm and 2:30–3:30 
pm. Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. 

Marks Avenue in Crown Heights 
(718) 735–4400] www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

ART, BRIC-A-BRAC: Exhibition 
continues BRIC’s rich history 
of documenting Brooklyn as 
an innovative hub for design 
and sustainability by selecting 
designers, architects and art-
ists who focus on the environ-
mental side of contemporary 
urban living. 12–6pm. BRIC 
Rotunda Gallery [33 Clinton 
Street Brooklyn, NY 11201 (718) 
683–5604]. 

ART, KENNETH B. DINKEL: Fea-
tured “Abstract and Inspira-
tion.” Free. 1–3 pm. Berkeley 
Gallery at Berkeley College [255 
Duffi eld St. at Fulton Mall in 
Downtown (914) 273–3543]. 

COMEDY, JOHN HODGMAN AT 
THE BELL HOUSE: The Bell 
House hosts famed comedian 
John Hodgman. $15. 6:30 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

ART, ART SHOW: Gallery show 
featuring artists Matt Freedman 
and Mike Ballou. Free. 7 pm. 
Studio10 [56 Bogart St. in Bush-
wick, (718) 852–4396], www.
studio10bogart.com. 

HOLIDAY CIRCUS: Hosted by 
the Jolly old elf himself, the 
production features illusionist 
Brad Ross, canine trainer Irina 
Markova, the Castle Perform-
ing Bears and the clowns Alex 
Barney and Bill Murray. $35-
$55. 7 pm. Millennium Theatre 
[1029 Brighton Beach Ave. at 
Brighton 11th Street in Brighton 
Beach, (718) 615–1500] www.
holidaycircus.com. 

THEATER, STUNTS ON STAGE: 
The Williamsburg-based dare-
devil dance company Streb is 
back  and have created a new 
theatrical piece of wild con-
traptions and intense physical 
stunts in “FORCES! The Movi-
cal!”. $15. 7:30 pm. Streb Labo-
ratory for Action Mechanics 
[51 N. First St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg (718) 384–6491] 
www.streb.org. 

MUSIC, LIVE SCORING OF FILMS: 
Industries of the Blind, a 9 piece 
ensemble who compose and 
perform emotionally-potent 
rock symphonies, will be per-
forming live scores for four fi lms 
in Williamsburg. $15. 7:30 pm. 
Knitting Factory [361 Metropoli-
tan Ave. at Havemeyer Street in 
Williamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 
ny.knittingfactory.com. 

FILMS, CARTOON CARNIVAL: 
To celebrate the holiday, Tom 
Stathes digs out some rare, 
vintage Christmas cartoons 
for your enjoyment. We’ll be 
screening more than an hour’s 
worth of cool animation from 
the 1920s through 1940s on 
actual 16mm fi lm with a pro-
jector. $10. 8 pm. LaunchPad 
[721 Franklin Ave. in Prospect 
Heights (646) 494–7211] www.
brooklynlaunchpad.org. 

MUSIC, END OF THE WORLD 
PARTY: Come celebrate arma-
geddon with Klezmer Kristmass 
music provided by Avi Fox-
Rosen and hunker down with a 
cocktail. 9 pm. The Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and Prospect 
Place in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627–4949], www.waystationbk.
com. 

MUSIC, END OF THE WORLD: 
Mayan end of the world part 
with AstroPop Recording artists 
Bop Monroe and Pocket Mon-
ster. 11:58 pm. Freddy’s Bar 

[627 Fifth Ave. between 17th 
and 18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights (718) 768–0131] www.
freddysbar.com. 

SAT, DEC. 22
MUSIC, HIP-HOP LEGEND TALIB 

KWELI: To commemorate its 
100th year of music education 
and performance in the com-
munity, the Brooklyn Music 
School (BMS) will celebrate with 
Talib Kweli and local Brooklyn 
artists, performers, students 
and BMS alumni. $100. 4 pm. 
BAM Cultural District (126 St. 
Felix St. between Lafayette Av-
enue and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene), www.brooklynmusic-
school.org. 

MUSIC, “THE SNOW MAIDEN”: 
The Russian classic where a 
young girl is transformed by 
Grandfather Frost into the 
beautiful Snow Maiden. Per-
formed in Russian with English 
subtitles. Recommended for 
children 6 years old and up. 
$35-$50. 6 pm. Brooklyn Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 Cam-
pus Rd., between Amersfort 
Place and Kenilworth Place in 
Midwood (718) 951–4500] www.
brooklyncenteronline.org. 

MUSIC, COMMUNITY CAROL-
ING: Join in on the singing of 
the beloved sacred and popular 
music of the Christmas season. 
Free. 7 pm. St. Stephen’s Lu-
theran Church [Newkirk Avenue 
and East 28th Street in Flatbush 
(718) 462–3225]. 

THEATER, STUNTS ON STAGE: 
7:30 pm. See Friday, Dec. 21. 

MUSIC, SULTRY POP: New indie 
pop starlet Darnaa, has been 
able to create a new sexy 
danceable sound. Check her 
out. 8 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights (718) 768–0131] www.
freddysbar.com. 

MUSIC, CHRISTMAS ROCK EX-
TRAVAGANZA: The Bell House 
hosts the Slackers Christmas 
Celebration, with the Fright-
nrs, Sammy K, Caz & the Day 
Laborers, and more! $17. 8 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 

at Third Avenue in Gowanus 
(718) 643–6510] www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

PARK SLOPE FLEA MARKET: 
Peruse antiques, collectibles, 
vintage, crafts, and furniture. 8 
am–6 pm. PS 321 [180 Seventh 
Ave. between First and Sec-
ond streets in Park Slope (917) 
991–7807] www.parkslopefl ea-
market.com. 

FAIR: 10 am–4 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 21. 

HOLIDAY MARKET: Brooklyn 
Craft Central is having it’s an-
nual holiday market that will 
feature a host of New York ven-
dors offering handmade goods. 
11 am – 5 pm. Littlefi eld [622 
Degraw St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus (718) 
855–3388] www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

QUILT SHOW: The 21st annual 
show features theme of Cool-
whether it’s a cold wintery 
science, and cool colors. $3. 
Noon–4 pm. Lefferts Historic 
Homestead [452 Flatbush Ave. 
between Empire Boulevard and 
Eastern Parkway in Park Slope 
(718) 789–2822] www.prospect-
park.org. 

COLONIAL GAMES: Children 
learn about life before electric-
ity. Free. 1 pm. Fort Greene 
Park Visitor Center [Enter park 
at Myrtle Avenue and Washing-
ton Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
722–3218]. 

GEORGE BALANCHINE’S THE 
NUTCRACKER: 1, 2 and 8 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 21. 

DINING, MADE IN BENSON-
HURST: Visit “Old School “ 
Brooklyn and taste pizza, ravi-
oli, pastries and other Italian-
American favorites. $40. 1:30 
pm. New Utrecht Reformed 
Church [1828 83rd Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11214 in Benson-
hurst, (800) 838–3006], www.
madeinbensonhurst.brownpap-
ertickets.com. 

NATURE’S HELPERS: help keep 
the park and the waterways 
clean and enjoy the day. Free. 
2–3 pm. Prospect Park Audu-
bon Center [Enter park at Lin-
coln Road and Ocean Avenue in 
Prospect Park (718) 287–3400] 
www.prospectpark.org/audu-
bon. 

TASKS AND CRAFTS FROM THE 
PAST: Try your hand at needle-
point, play old fashioned games 
and more. Free. 2:30–3:30 pm. 
Lefferts Historic Homestead 
[452 Flatbush Ave. between 
Empire Boulevard and Eastern 
Parkway in Park Slope (718) 
789–2822] www.prospectpark.
org. 

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS: Chil-
dren 5 years old and younger 
learn about the traditions of the 
holiday and how different peo-
ple celebrate, then they make 
an ornament to take home. Free 
with museum admission. 2:30–
3:30 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. 
at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights (718) 735–4400] www.
brooklynkids.org. 

BARCLAYS CENTER, COLLEGE 
BASKETBALL: LIU vs. Seton 
Hall, and Manhattan vs. South 
Carolina, as a part of the Brook-
lyn Hoops Holiday Invitational. 
TBA. 6:30 pm. Barclays Center 
[620 Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (212) 
359–6387] www.barclayscen-
ter.com. 

GROUP, SENSATIONAL SINGLES: 
Group meets at various venues 
each week for single men and 
women 40 to 60 years old. Live 
entertainment with DJ. $20 din-
ner minimum. 7–11 pm. Call for 
location (718) 983—6292. 

COMEDY, COMEDY PERFOR-
MANCE: Comedic Tales of 
Tragic Heartbreak. 10 pm. The 
Way Station [683 Washington 
Ave. between St. Marks Avenue 
and Prospect Place in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 627–4949], www.
waystationbk.com.

SUN, DEC. 23
THEATER, STUNTS ON STAGE: 3 

pm. See Friday, Dec. 21. 
TOYS FOR TOTS DRIVE: See Fri-

day, Dec. 21. 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAG-

EANT: This Christmas come 
home to Bethlehem! Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church in Bay Ridge 
has a full schedule of Christmas 
activities and services. Free. 
10:30 am. Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church [Fourt and Ovington 
Avenues in Bay Ridge (718) 
748–9502] www.bethlehembay-
ridge.org. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKETBALL: 
The Brooklyn Nets take on the 
Philadelphia 76ers. Starting at 
$15. 3 pm. Barclays Center [620 
Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush Av-
enue in Downtown, (212) 359–
6387] www.BarclaysCenter.com. 

NEIGHBORHOOD CAROLING: 
Song sheets, Santa hats, jingle 
bells and fun. Go from house 
to house sharing the ho, ho, ho 
with carols and cheer. Free. 7 
pm. Hopkins center [155 Dean 
St. at Hoyt Street in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 237–0145].

MON, DEC. 24
TOYS FOR TOTS DRIVE: See Fri-

day, Dec. 21. 

TUES, DEC. 25
SINGALONG: Come clap, dance, 

sing or just watch! $2.50. 11:00. 
The Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 923–9710], themoxies-
pot.com. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKETBALL: 
The Brooklyn Nets take on the 
Boston Celtics. Starting at $15. 
12 pm. Barclays Center [620 At-
lantic Ave. at Flatbush Avenue 
in Downtown, (212) 359–6387] 
www.BarclaysCenter.com. 

WED, DEC. 26
CELEBRATE KWANZAA: Children 

5 years old and younger learn 
about this African inspired 
holiday and its traditions, then 
make a craft. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am–12:30 pm 

and 2:30–3:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 Brook-
lyn Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in 
Crown Heights (718) 735–4400] 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

NEEDLECRAFTING: Before 
video games, movies and TV 
there were indoor projects 
that helped pass the long win-
ter nights. Try your hand at 
needlepoint. Free. 1–3 pm. Lef-
ferts Historic Homestead [452 
Flatbush Ave. between Empire 
Boulevard and Eastern Parkway 
in Park Slope (718) 789–2822] 
www.prospectpark.org. 

DANCE, DANCE CLASS: The Fed-
eration of Italian American Or-
ganizations of Brooklyn (FIAO) 
is again sponsoring its popular 
free ballroom dance instruc-
tion for teens and seniors alike 
in its ballroom dance classes 
on Wednesday nights. Special 
bonus: the instructor will be 
Carmine “Big Screecher” Santa 
Maria. Free. 6 pm. I.S. 96 [99 
Avenue P, between W. 11th and 
W. 12th streets in Gravesend, 
(718) 232–2266]. 

THURS, DEC. 27
DANCE-AROUND: For children. 

$2.50. 11. The Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923–9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

MUSIC, BOWLTRAIN: Roots’ 
drummer and noted vinyl-phile 
Questlove has a weekly resi-
dency DJing this party - one of 
the best in town. $5. 11 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg (718) 
963–3369] www.brooklynbowl.
com. 

FRI, DEC. 28
BARCLAYS, NBA BASKETBALL: 

The Brooklyn Nets take on the 
Charlotte Bobcats. Starting at 
$15. 7:30 pm. Barclays Center 
[620 Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Downtown, (212) 
359–6387] www.BarclaysCen-
ter.com. 

MUSIC, BEAT GOES ON: Come 
through for a 90s hip-hop 
revival to benefi t families of 
storm-hit PS 41 in Staten Island. 
$15. 9 pm. Public Assembly [70 
N. Sixth St. at Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–5188], 
www.publicassemblynyc.com. 

MUSIC, ELECTRONIC ROCK: 
Brothers David and Robert and 
Perlick-Molinari, originally from 
Milwaukee, make up the elec-
tro-rock duo that is the French 
Horn Rebellion. They will play a 
melodic mix that will get music-
lovers on their feet. $8-$12. 
11:59pm. Cameo Gallery [93 
North 6th St. in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302–1180] www.came-
ony.net. 

SAT, DEC. 29
MUSIC, JUMBO SHRIMP: Prawn 

plays with Gifts From Enola, 
Gates, Caravela. $8. 7 pm. Pub-
lic Assembly [70 N. Sixth St. at 
Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–5188], www.publicas-
semblynyc.com. 

MUSIC, TECHNO: Juan Atkins, 
widely known as “The Godfa-
ther of Techno” and one of the 
founders of the genre, will blow 
the roof off the Cameo Gal-
lery. $15-$20. 11:59 pm. Cameo 
Gallery [93 North 6th St. in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302–1180] 
www.cameony.net. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKETBALL: 
The Brooklyn Nets take on the 
Cleveland Cavaliers. Starting at 
$15. 7:30 pm. Barclays Center 
[620 Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Downtown, (212) 
359–6387] www.BarclaysCen-
ter.com.

Brooklyn star: The Brooklyn Music School will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary with Talib Kweli and local Brooklyn artists, performers, 
students, and alumni on Dec. 22 in Fort Greene. File photo
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La Trattoria
Ristorante Italiano

HOLIDAY MENU

Appetizers
Hot Antipasto (For Two)

Baked Clams
Zuppa di Mussels

Mozzarella in Carrozza
Shrimp Cocktail
Cold Antipasto

Frutta di Mare (For Two)
Caesar Salad

Combination Salad
Stuffed Mushrooms

Pasta Choices
Penne Filetto

Penne Siciliana
Rigatoni alla Vodka

Linguini White or Red 
Clam Sauce

Side Dishes
Fried Zucchini
Side Spaghetti, 
Linguini or Ziti

Broccoli di Rabe

Desserts
Cheese Cake

Mocha Ice Cream Pie
Tortoni

Spumoni
Tartufo
Canolli

Tiramisu
Chocolate Mousse Cake

Sorbet

 Entrees
Veal Parmigiana

Veal Rollatini
Veal Marsala
La Carozzella

Chicken Francese
Chicken Trattoria

Romeo    Julieta
Shrimp Oreganato
Shrimp Marinara
Stuffed Calamari

Fried Calamari
Broiled Filet of Lemon Sole

Maine Atlantic Salmon
Broiled Bone in 
Rib-Eye Steak
Surf and Turf

Lobster
Above Dishes served with 

Potato and Vegetable

Coffee
Cappuccino

Espresso
Coffee

Tea
Decaf

Make your 
Christmas 

Eve and New 
Years Eve 

Reservations 
Now

WE ARE BACK 
AND READY TO 

SERVE YOU!!

The Finest Greek Cuisine in an Elegant Setting

Ask About 

Our  Holiday 

Specials

2003 Emmons Avenue
Brooklyn, NY

718.332.6064
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7308 - 3rd Ave.  Bay Ridge
718-833-8818/718-833-8878

H A
R  U

Sushi & Asian Cuisine
Hibachi

FREE Rainbow Roll or 
Dragon Roll 

- with purchase of $40

Ask about our

“SUSHI PARTY” to go Menu!

www.haruginger.com      Specializing in Hibachi, Sushi, Shashimi

FREE Delivery (min. order $8)

LUNCH DINNER Open 7 Days

    Fall
Special15% OFF DINNER

DINE IN ONLY WITH THIS AD

DINER & RESTAURANT
1619 718-331-2221

 

RATED #1 DINER IN BROOKLYN
BY THE DAILY NEWS

FREE PARKING
ON PREMISES

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Enjoy a FREE 
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)

from the

Happy Hanukkah 
and 

Merry Christmas
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GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge

GreenhouseCafe.com
Valet Parking

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sun. Nights

Thurs., Dec. 20 - Greg Canizio - 7 pm
Fri., Dec. 21 - High Tides - 10 pm

Sat., Dec. 22 - Head Over Heels - 10 pm
Sun., Dec. 23 - Tommy and Mary Ellen - 6 pm

New Years Eve Dinner
$35+ Tax & Tip  (Dinner Only)

Choice of Appetizer
Lasagna Bolognese

Stuffed Mushrooms 

Soup Du Jour 

Fried Calamari 

Grand House Salad 

Caesar Salad

Choice of Entrée
Roast Loin Of Pork

Served with Baconkraut, & Dark Beer Gravy
Broiled Salmon

With Champagne Dill Sauce
Chicken Francaise

Egg Battered Sautéed with White Wine Lemon Butter Sauce
Grilled Boneless Shell Steak ($8 Extra)

Topped With Herb Butter or Au Poivre Sauce 
Chicken Kiev

Stuffed with Fresh Mozzarella, Garlic & Herb Butter, Breaded,
Baked and Topped with Wild Mushroom, Sherry Sauce

Shrimp Scampi
Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter

All Entrees Served with Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetables

 

 
               

 

Choice of Desserts
Chocolate Mousse

Assorted Ice Cream 

Cheesecake 

Tiramisu 

Brownie Overload 

Apple Strudel 

COFFEE  TEA

SEATING: 4 pm  5 pm  6 pm  7 pm
9 pm & 11 pm (Seating in Cappuccino Cafe)

Christmas Eve Dinner
$35+ Tax & Tip

Choice of Appetizer
Caesar Salad

Dinner Salad 

Fried Calamari 

Seafood Salad 

Lasagna Bolognese 

Soup du Jour 

Choice of Entrée
Shrimp Scampi, Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter 

Chicken Parmigiana or Francaise Style

Seafood Fra Diavlo Over Angel Hair Pasta (Mild or Spicy) 

Penne Vodka with Grilled Chicken

Cold Water Salmon with Citrus Chive Sauce

Grilled Boneless Shell Steak ($8 Extra)
with Herb Butter or Au Poivre Sauce 

Broiled Filet of Sole ($8 Extra) 

Roast Loin of Pork Served with Baconkraut & Bass Ale Gravy

Tilapia Filet Oreganata 

All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Vegetable Garni 

Choice of Desserts
Ice Cream or Sherbet 

Chocolate Mousse 

Tiramisu 

Cheesecake 

Fresh Fruit Plate 

Apple Strudel 

COFFEE  TEA

SEATING: 4 pm  5 pm  6 pm  7 pm  8 pm

KIDS MENU
Chicken Parmigiana or Chicken Nuggets 

with French Fries

$1495 
Per Child+Tax & Tip 

$25p.p. + Tax & Tip

Choice of Appetizer
Fresh Fruit Plate

Garden Greens Salad 

Soup Du Jour 

Choice of Entrée
French Toast with Ham, Bacon, and Sausage

Eggs Benedict, English Muffi n with Canadian Bacon, Poached Eggs 

And Hollandaise Sauce Served with French or Home Fries

Eggs Benedict Arnold, English Muffi n with Grilled Salmon, Poached Eggs 

And Hollandaise Sauce Served with French Fries or Home Fries 

Quiche: Broccoli, Spinach or Lorraine, Served with House Garden Greens 

Grilled Chicken with Caesar Salad and French Fries

Fluffy Scrambled Eggs with Ham, Bacon and Sausage 

Served With French Fries or Home Fries 

Choice of Desserts
Brownie  Cheesecake 

Apple Strudel 

Assorted Ice Cream

TWO-HOUR SEATING: 11 am / 12 pm  1 pm / 2 pm

New Years Day Dinner 3 pm - 8 pm
COMPLETE $26 DINNER MENU

Ala Carte Dinner Menu Also Available

New Years Day Brunch

Beverages
COFFEE TEA  MILK

Reservations Suggested

“UNLIMITED 
MIMOSA’S”

New Years Eve Celebration
Choice of Appetizer

Lasagna Bolognese  Stuffed Mushrooms  Soup Du Jour 

Fried Calamari   Grand House Salad  Caesar Salad

Choice of Entrée
Roast Loin Of Pork

Served with Baconkraut, & Dark Beer Gravy
Broiled Salmon

With Champagne Dill Sauce
Chicken Francaise

Egg Battered Sautéed with White Wine Lemon Butter Sauce
Grilled Boneless Shell Steak

Topped With Herb Butter or Au Poivre Sauce 
Chicken Kiev

Stuffed with Fresh Mozzarella, Garlic & Herb Butter, Breaded,
Baked and Topped with Wild Mushroom, Sherry Sauce

Shrimp Scampi
Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter

All Entrees Served with Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetables

Choice of Desserts
Chocolate Mousse  Assorted Ice Cream  Cheesecake 

Tiramisu  Brownie Overload  Apple Strudel 

COFFEE  TEA

MIDNIGHT PARTY
10.00 pm till 1am
OPEN BAR

Ring in the New Year
w/ DJ DAVE

Dancing
Hats and Noisemakers

Champagne Toast 

$85.00 + Tax & Tip

NEW YEARS DAY
JANUARY 1ST, 2013
Brunch, 11 am - 2 pm

Unlimited Mimosas

Appetizer/Entrée/Dessert

Coffee/Tea 
$25.00 + Tax & Tip

“DINNER” 3 pm - 8 pm

917-379 -9388
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
St. Francis College 

senior forward Akeem 
Johnson scored 13 points, 
grabbed 11 rebounds, and 
had his  fi rst double-double 
of the season, but the Ter-
riers still couldn’t stem the 
Red Storm’s path to victory 
during its 77–60 loss to St. 
John’s University at the 
Barclays Center on Satur-
day.

Yet the loss didn’t stifl e 
the charge Johnson felt as 
he showed up at the new 
home of the Brooklyn Nets 
for the Brooklyn Hoops 
Winter Festival. Playing on 
the Barclays Center’s hard-
wood was a special moment 
in Johnson’s life — and los-
ing to the Red Storm didn’t 
change that.

“It was a great feeling 
having friends and family 
come fi ve minutes away to 
the Barclays Center,” the 
Brooklyn native said. “It 
was a great experience, but 
I wanted to win tonight.”

The Terriers, which 
play in the North East Con-
ference, led 19–18 midway 
through the fi rst half, but 
St. John’s methodically 
built a 45–35 half time lead. 
St. Francis got within 11 
points after the break, but 
the Storm kept on crashing 
down on the hoop.

St. John’s guard 
D’Angelo Harrison scored 
a game-high 25 points and 
connected on four 3-point-
ers, and JaKarr Samp-
son added 21 points and 12 
boards — a matchup that 
was tough to beat, St. Fran-
cis coach Glenn Braica ad-
mitted.

“The problem with Har-
rison is he’s very good at 

putting it on the fl oor as 
well and very good at get-
ting to the basket,” the 
coach said. 

The Terriers had three 
players in double fi gures. 

Besides Johnson’s stellar 
showing, Jalen Cannon had 
14 points and 12 rebounds 
and Kevin Douglas added 10 
points and six boards. 

The Red Storm kept its 

lead throughout the sec-
ond half, but the St. John’s 
squad wasn’t impregnable: 
Johnson was able to fi nd 
plenty of gaps in the team’s 
zone defense.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Falcon’s senior Josh 

Blagrove scored seven-
straight points in the fi nal 
moments of Bishop Ford’s 
nail-biting 55–52 overtime 
win over the visiting St. 
Francis Prep Terriers in 
non-league boys basket-
ball on Friday night. 

Blagrove started his 
stellar run with a layup in 
traffi c. After a Terriers’ 
hoop, the 6-foot-5 center 
buried a 3-pointer from the 
top of the key, then made 
an elbow jumper that put 
Ford up 52–47 with 41 sec-
onds left in the game. 

“It’s my senior year,” 
said Blagrove, who scored 
a game-high 22 points. “I’m 
trying to go all the way. We 
are 5–0 and we are trying 
to keep it that way.”

Friday’s victory was 
a bit of a statement game 
for Blagrove, who is hop-
ing that future wins will 
inspire the Catholic High 
School Athletic Associa-
tion to elevate Bishop Ford 
from its single-A status to 
an AA division.

“We feel we should be 
AA so we are going to play 
like it,” Blagrove said. 

Yet the Falcons may not 
be ready for AA ball just 

yet: Bishop Ford nearly 
gave the game to the un-
der-sized Terriers twice. 
St. Francis Prep used a 
6–0 fourth-quarter run 
to pull even at 41–41 with 
2:53 left in regulation. A 
Shane Herrity baseline 
layup with 4.6 seconds left 
sent the game to overtime 
tied at 45–45, and Bishop 
Ford’s missed free throws 
opened the door to the ex-
tra session.

Still, Falcons coach 
Denis Nolan said the 
team’s experience has 
made all the difference 
this season. Ford starts 
three seniors in Blagrove, 
Ishmail Knight, and De-
quan Youngblood and 
has six returning players 
from last season, when 
the Falcons fi nished 9–15. 
Sophomore guards Devin 
Dingle and Dior Dixon — 
who each scored 10 points 
against the Terriers — are 
also on the team, Nolan 
said, explaining that the 
skilled roster has given 
Ford what it needs to pull 
out a winning year. 

“We have that mental 
toughness that we didn’t 
have last year to say the 
game’s not over,” Nolan 
said.  

• ‘We needed to get the first 
game out of our system. Now 
we just play basketball.’

• ‘It’s my senior year. 
Im trying to go all 
the way.’

— New Bishop Loughlin coach Chez Williams — Bishop Ford Falcon Josh Blagrove

St. Francis falls in 
Barclays Center debut

Falcons crest over 
Terriers in OT

KEEPING WATCH: Bishop Ford’s Marc Jones prepares to block 
a St. Francis advance. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

BARCLAYS BOUNCE: St. Francis’s Dre Calloway leaps to the basket during the Brooklyn Hoops Winter 
Festival game against St. John’s University at the Barclays Center on Saturday night. Photo by Robert Cole
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Senior guard Brandon 

Thompson’s sharpshooting 
more than made up for the 
absence of Long Island Uni-
versity Blackbirds star Ju-
lian Boyd. 

The San Antonio recruit 
scored a career-high 23 
points and connected a ca-
reer-best seven 3-pointers 
on the day it was announced 
Boyd would miss the rest 
of the season because of a 
knee injury.

Thompson propelled the 
Blackbirds to a 75–48 rout of 
local rival Manhattan at the 
Wellness Center on Sunday. 
It was Thompson’s third 
straight game with double 
digit points on a night his 
team needed a lift.  

“I don’t know who took it 
harder, me, Jamal [Olasew-
ere] or Julian,” Thompson 
said. “This morning was 
the worst just seeing him 
break down.”  

The hoopster, who shot 

7-of-10 from three, would 
end up taking apart the 
Manhattan defense. His fi -
nal three treys showed just 
how hot he was. He con-
nected on one right in front 
of the Blackbirds bench, 
and then called for the ball 
and buried a 3-pointer be-
yond NBA-range near the 
top of the key.

Thompson capped his 
performance by draining 
a fall away trey from the 
right corner with a hand 
in his face. It was the fi nal 
points of a devastating 23–1 
second quarter run to put 
Long Island University up 
66–34 with 7:29 left in the 
game. 

“I just realized I had to 
step up because Julian was 
out,” Thompson said. “I 
just felt like my teammates 
counted on me. I was just 
able to make shots.”

Blackbirds coach Jack 
Perri saw this stretch com-
ing for the hardworking 

Thompson, despite his poor 
shooting early in the sea-
son. He kept telling him 

all the misses would come 
back to him as makes at 
some point. 

“I said, ‘I’ll only take you 
out if you stop shooting,’ ” 
Perri said.  

Long Island University, 
the two-time defending 
Northeast Conference cham-
pion, shot 54.5 percent from 
3-point range and out re-
bounded Manhattan 50–25. 

Booker Hucks tallied 
12 points, and Olasewere 
added 11 points and nine 
rebounds for Long Island 
University (5–4). Emmy 
Adujar led Manhattan with 
12 points. The Blackbirds 
have won fi ve straight at 
the Wellness Center.    

They will need to con-
tinue both those streaks 
without Boyd, who hurt 
himself in a win over Rice 
on Dec. 12. The reigning 
Northeast Conference 
Player of the Year was av-
eraging 18.5 points and 6.1 
rebounds per game. The 
school will try to medical 
redshirt him for the sec-
ond time in his career. He 
missed the 2009–2010 season 
with a heart ailment and be-
lieves this was easier. 

Thompson fi lls in top spot as knee injury sidelines Long Island University star Julian Boyd

Blackbirds soar over Manhattan

HOOPING IT UP: Long Island University’s Jamal Olasewere takes the ball past Manhattan College’s 
Donovan Kates during the Blackbirds’ 75—48 win on Sunday. Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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including a layup with 48 
seconds to put Christ the 
King, the defending dioc-
esan champ, up 50–47.

Nazareth is still wait-
ing for pieces to fall into 
place. Forward Sofia Roma 
is out until the end of the 
month following knee sur-
gery Her absence leaves 
Nazareth thin up front. 
Nazareth is also waiting 
for Shiclasia Brown and 
Jen Fey to find their form.

Fey, who finished with 
seven points, missed last 
year because of injury and 
is still working herself 
into shape. Brown, who 

scored six points against 
the Royals played for Naz-
areth two years ago as 
a freshman, but left the 
team after she was kicked 
out over an altercation 
with another girl. She was 
allowed back after a year 
at August Martin.

“She can score and she 
takes some of the pressure 
off of me,” Cuevas said.

Nazareth, which saw 
former head coach Apache 
Paschall die of a heart at-
tack in January, saw Kel-
ley return after he was suc-
cessfully treated for neck 
cancer during the offsea-

son. His co-coach Lauren 
Best is due any day, and 
has largely stepped away 
from coaching for now. 

It’s all part of the early 
season adjustments the 
team is working through, 
and Cuevas knows things 
will only get better.

“It’s different, but not 
really that different,” she 
said. “You are not going 
to win every game. It’s not 
like we aren’t going to play 
[Christ the King] again. 
We’ll play them three more 
times and we’re just go-
ing to be better next time 
around.”

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Ida, a soft sea breeze blowing her hair, was about to tuck into a plate of cama-

rones al ajillo when she got the call.
“Eee-da?” said the nervous voice on the other end.
“Yes.” Ida said, placing the prawn back on her plate. She was used to the mispro-

nunciation by now.
“It’s about HOTROD. The book is gone.”
A less cool customer than our pigskin princess might have dropped the phone or 

emoted in some other visible way, but our Ida was taking her annual seaside siesta 
in the Canaries, and she remained as calm as the morning tide.

“Well, fi nd another one,” she replied. 
The book had been hard to fi nd, and Ida knew that her source on the island would 

be unlikely to fi nd  another copy of “A Settler’s Garden. ” 
“Okay, Senora,” the man replied, sensing that he was approaching a boundary.  

“One thing: how then, shall we receive your communications, Senora?” he asked.
Our pigskin princess paused. She glanced at the sweeping bay. She took another 

bit of the prawn, chewing slowly, audibly, making sure the man heard her.
“To hell with them,” she said.
The other line clicked. 
Ida knew revolution and the scholarly pursuit of knowledge was never easy. But 

sometimes a man or a woman must do some things for themselves. It’s enough to 
remind our Sunday Senorita of one of her favorite lines, from a beautiful song she 
has long forgotten the title of: “A gardener of love sows the seed of a fl ower and leaves 
it. Another comes and grows it. Which of those 
will it be?”

Ida’s picks: Jets (−3), Packers (−11.5), Colts 
(−6), Saints (3), Vikings (7.5), Raiders (8.5), Dol-
phins (−4.5), Rams (3), Patriots (−14), Broncos 
(−13.5), Bears (−5.5), Giants (even)

Breakouts: 

Bengals (4) over Steelers
“Steelers are too old and too late.”
Falcons (−3) over Lions
“The birds are hot.”
Redskins (−4) over Eagles
“Best football story of the year.”
Kryptonite:

Seahawks (−1) over 49ers
“Wishful thinking? We’ll see.”

Ida’s record: 98–118–7 
Last week: 6–9
Kryptonite: 5–10

Coach: Nazareth girls fail to capitalize on Cuevas’s talents

se

ts 
ol-
os 

Ida Eisenstein:

Ida’s got the NFL picks

Kingsmen fall to Royals

Lions loss just 
jitters, coach says

The Audi Certified pre-owned  
vehicle you’ve been looking for 
is just a click away.

AnchorAudiofLynbrook.com

Anchor Audi of Lynbrook

843 Sunrise Highway (10 minutes east of JFK)

See what we’ve got and shop anytime.

BY ROB ABRUZZESE
Junior guard Bianca 

Cuevas scored 19 points in 
Nazareth’s match against 
Christ the King on Satur-
day, but it wasn’t enough 
to send the Lady Kings-
men past the rival Royals. 

The highly-recruited 
player had little scoring 
help around her as visit-
ing Nazareth fell 53–48 to 
Christ the King in Brook-
lyn-Queens girls basket-
ball. 

Lady Kingsmen coach 
Ron Kelley understands 
how special Cuevas is, but 
knows she can’t do it alone 
with the loss of talented 
players to graduation.   

“When you have a kid 
like Bianca Cuevas on the 
team you always expect to 
compete for a champion-
ship,” Kelley said. “We are 
going to work toward that, 
but it is going to take some 
effort on our part.”

Cuevas scored 12 points 
before the break to give 
Nazareth, the defending 
Catholic Class AA champi-
ons, a 31–30 at halftime. 

Christ the King made 
defensive adjustments that 
left the Lady Kingsmen 
(1–1) without answers. 

Cuevas scored just four 
points after that and the 
team only managed five 
field goals in the second 
half. 

Brooklyn native Sierra 
Calhoun paced the Roy-
als (2–2) with 26 points, 13 
rebounds. Deja Johnson 
scored five of her seven 
points in the final minute, 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
If Bishop Loughlin’s 

72–64 loss to the Arch-
bishop Molloy Stanners 
last Wednesday was fi rst 
game jitters, then new Li-
ons coach Chez Williams 
hopes those jitters are be-
hind them.

The Fort Greene’s girls 
basketball squad dragged 
its feet through most of the 
home match, but managed 
to cut a 14-point fourth-
quarter defi cit to three be-
fore falling to Archbishop 
Molloy. Yet Williams, who 
took over this year for 
fi red Lions coach Kasim 
Alston, says it should be 
smooth sailing from here. 

“We needed to get the 
fi rst game out of our sys-
tem,” said Williams, who 
claimed his squad fi nally 
played the way he had 
hoped after Molloy took a 
56–42 lead with 5:20 left in 
the game. “The team has a 
new coach and a different 
style of play. Now we just 

play basketball.”
Loughlin, which won 

the state Federation Class 
A title last season, ripped 
off a 14–2 run behind La-
Salle-bound Jasmine Al-
ston and Albany-bound 
Imani Tate, who scored 
a game-high 24 points. 
Tate’s layup after a 3-point 
play from Alston pulled 
Loughlin within 65–62 
with 1:25 remaining. The 
style reminded Alston of 
last year’s squad. 

“It felt like old times. 
We were playing a fast-
pace type of game,” she 
said.

But two missed free 
throws and a turnover 
spoiled any chance of the 
Lions completing the stel-
lar comeback. Molloy, 
which opened the door 
with missed free throws of 
it own, was led by Colum-
bia-bound senior Carolyn 
Gallagher, who missed 
most of the fi rst half with 
foul trouble. 

RULING THE ROOST: New Bishop Loughlin Coach Chez Williams 
tries to calm a players fi rst game jitters. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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The speed of AT&T 
covers New York City.
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Offer expires 12/31/12 or while promotional supplies last. Buy a Samsung Galaxy smartphone, get $200 off an eligible Samsung tablet offer: Requires new 2-yr wireless agreement with qualifying voice (min $39.99/mo.) and data plans (min $20/mo.) or Mobile Share plan on 
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svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. Screen images simulated. All marks used herein are the property of their respective owners. 
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$19999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

SAMSUNG GALAXY S® III
One-touch Wi-Fi sharing

Buy any Samsung 
Galaxy smartphone 

and save up 
to $200 on any 

Samsung tablet.
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required on each.

SAMSUNG GALAXY TAB™ 2  10.1
HD tablet with 10.1” widescreen display
Android™ OS

$49999 

$29999
After $200 off with purchase of 

Samsung Galaxy smartphone with 
new 2-year agreement and qualifying 

voice and data plans on each.


