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BY COURIER STAFF
It was a year that Brooklynites 

will never forget.
The past 12 months brought 

dramatic changes to the borough 
— with the excitement of big league 
sports returning to Brooklyn and 
the suffering Hurricane Sandy in-
fl icted on residents and merchants 
from Greenpoint to Gravesend.

There were laughs and there 
were tears in 2012, with hard times 
and moments when it seemed like 
nothing could stand in Brooklyn’s 
way.

Refl ect with us on the year that 
was:

January
Coney rollers: Borough Presi-

dent Markowitz said he wants to 
bring gambling — once popular in 
Coney Island until it was outlawed 
in 1910 —  back to the Boardwalk . 
Just one problem: it’s still illegal, 

Continued on Page 2

Developer courts hip shops
BY WILL BREDDERMAN

The real estate magnate who 
plans to turn Coney Island into a 
glitzy waterfront enclave of hotels 
and condos says he wants to keep 
the People’s Playground’s weird 
vibe alive — by renting space to 
quirky Brownstone Brooklyn-style 
small businesses this summer.

Thor Equities owner Joe Sitt 
says he will lease three of the four 
retail spaces in his building op-
posite the train station to mom-
and-pops, promising unique shop-
ping opportunities days after big 
name chains Johnny Rockets, Ap-
plebee’s, and Red Mango rented 

Continued on Page 10

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

Midwood resident Peter Kokis creates remarkably intricate robot cos-
tumes made from household objects. Read more about his unbeliev-
able creations on page 6.  Photo by Alan Camuto 
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according to state law.
Southpaw KO’d: The 

beloved Park Slope concert 
venue and dance hall South-
paw announced it would 
 close to make room for a tu-
toring center , citing the in-
creasingly family-friendly 
demographics of the kid-
packed neighborhood.

Wee-wee protocol: Co-
ney Island’s PS 90 insti-
tuted a controversial policy 
 limiting student bathroom 
breaks to three per week  — 
a potty rule that left some 
parents unable to contain 
themselves until a story in 
this newspaper helped fl ush 
the ban down the drain.

Mad Max: Maksim Gel-
man was  sentenced to more 
than 200 years in prison  for 
a 2011 killing spree in which 
the 24-year-old murdered 
four people and injured an-
other three in a 28-hour ram-
page beginning in Sheep-
shead Bay.

February
Jedi rights: A bearded 

Sith stole Jedi instructor 
Flynn Michael’s  $400 light 
saber  from a Myrtle Avenue 
bar, sending shock waves 
throughout the borough’s 
Rebel Alliance. 

Who needs milk?: 
Brooklyn moms and dads 
shocked the world yet again, 
this time by offering their 
young ones small decaf ca-
puccinos  dubbed babyccinos . 
The frothy drink bubbled 
over into a true trend, forc-
ing the item onto the menus 
of more than a few hip cafes 
and winning the borough’s 
cafe scene attention from in-
ternational news outlets.

Gun runners: Bay Ridge 
cop and part-time gunrun-
ner William Masso  pleaded 
guilty to bootlegging  more 
than $1 million in stolen 

goods — including ciga-
rettes, slot machines, and 
fi rearms such as M-16 rifl es, 
handguns, and a shotgun.

March
Still on the lam:  Police 

released photos  of men said 
to be using murdered Dit-
mas Park cafe owner Josh 
Rubin’s credit cards at an 
upstate mall — less than 12 
hours after the burned and 
shot body of the 30-year-old 
Kensington resident was 
found in a Pennsylvania ap-
ple fi eld last year. 

God is the question: A 
heated but  heavily symbolic 
scuffl e broke out in Wil-
liamsburg  over an atheist 
billboard after a landlord 
barred the sign from rising 
on his roof, in a largely Or-
thodox Jewish section of the 
neighborhood. The group 
 later erected the billboard  
— which said in Hebrew 
“You know it’s a myth” — in 
Greenpoint.

Grocery-fi cation: The 
gourmet megastore Whole 
Foods  announced it will open 
on Bedford Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg , raising cheers 
from neighborhood residents 
excited about organic kale 
and concerns from hipsters 
who say the massive chain is 
a sign that North Brooklyn 
has lost its cool.

Going up: Developers 
 released renderings of a 
65-story tower  that could 
become Brooklyn’s tallest 
building when it soars above 
the former Albee Square 
Mall as part of the City Point 
development in 2015 or 2016.

April
Where?: The Kensington 

Post Offi ce accidentally  called 
the borough “Frooklny”  on 
thousands of package pick-
up slips in a Dr. Seussian 
gaffe that made even the sav-
viest Brooklynites wonder 

if another made-up 
neighborhood name 
had reached the 
mainstream.

Food fi ght: The 
simmering war be-
tween a food ven-
dor and Bay Ridge’s 
brick-and-mortar 
businesses boiled 
over when mer-
chants  set up tables 
at two prime pieces 
of sidewalk real es-
tat e often used by 
the popular gyro 
seller Sammy Kas-
sen — briefl y forc-
ing the mobile meal 
man to fi nd a new 
spot.

Field house horrors: 

Parks Department offi cials 
revealed  no work had been 
done  on Marine Park’s 
planned Carmine Carro 
Field House for over fi ve 
months after the city de-
faulted on back pay owed to 

contractors on the long-de-
layed fi eld house, which has 
seen its budget soar from $5 
million to $16 million over 
eight years of construction.

Wheels of fortune: Cy-
cling philanthropist Joshua 
Rechnitz shocked the two-
wheeled world when he  do-

nated a whopping $40 mil-
lion to build a velodrome for 
track biking  and an athletic 
center in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park.

May
Fidler’s last tune: A 

recount gave Republican 

SANDY, BARCLAYS,

LANDMARK YEAR: (Clockwise from top left) Rap mogul Jay-Z christened the 
Barclays Center, renegade diners disregarded the “War on Brunch” in Green-
point, lovebirds celebrated the preservation of fi ve at-risk G train stops, tots 
slurped up babyccinos at borough cafes, and the Nets brought big league 
sports back to the county of Kings.

Continued from cover
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rookie David Storobin  a nar-
row lead over  Councilman 
Lew Fidler (D–Marine Park) 
in the remarkably close race 
to replace disgraced ex-state 
Sen. Carl Kruger. It would 
take more than two weeks 
for Fidler to concede vic-
tory to the GOP underdog, 
but Storobin wouldn’t hold 
onto offi ce for long — former 
 Councilman Simcha Felder 
crushed him in a race  for a 
newly drawn “super Jewish 
district” in November.

Rest in peace: Be-
loved rapper and Brooklyn 
Heights native Adam Yauch 
passed away in May — and 
a group of neighborhood hip 
hop afi cionados promised 
no sleep till  Squibb Park is 
renamed to honor the leg-
endary Beastie Boy .

Secret parking ring: 
A doorman at a fancy Park 
Slope building  spilled the 
beans on a parking space-
saving conspiracy  in which 
concierges save spots for 
paying tenants by intention-
ally parking badly — then 
moving rides to fi t more res-
idents of their buildings.

Up in smoke: Mayor 
Bloomberg announced that 
the Tobacco Warehouse in 
DUMBO will become the 

 new home to the neighbor-
hood’s famed St. Ann’s Ware-
house theater .

June
Peace treaty: Politicians 

intervened in  an attempt 
to end the so-called “War 
on Brunch”  — a ticket blitz 
against restaurants that vio-
lated an obscure provision 
barring them from serving 
food to sidewalk diners be-
fore noon on Sundays. It has 
been all quiet on the West-
ern omelet front since then.

Carl marked: A judge 
 sentenced shamed ex-state 
Sen. Carl Kruger to seven 
years  in a New Jersey fed-
eral prison for selling nearly 
$1 million of political favors 
during his time in offi ce — 
but his accomplice and al-
leged lover got shipped to a 
different correctional facil-
ity despite their requests to 
serve in the same big house.

July
Black Widow strikes: 

Competitive eater Sonya 
Thomas shattered the record 
for female gluttony at the Na-
than’s Famous International 
Hot Dog Eating Contest on 
July 4 by cramming down 45 
hot dogs — buns and all — 

for  her second Coney Island 
victory in a row .

Golden’s got class: 
State Sen. Marty Golden (R–

Bay Ridge) made 
national news by 
 advertising a free 
class  where young 
women could learn 
to “sit, stand, and 
walk like a model,” 
improving their 
“posture, deport-
ment, and feminine 
presence.” Golden 
got razzed for the 
etiquette seminar 
on Comedy Central 
and in the Village 
Voice — but it didn’t 

keep him from getting re-
elected in November.

G wiz!: Straphangers 

 won their fi ght to save a cher-
ished fi ve-stop extension of 
the G train  in Park Slope, 
Windsor Terrace, and Kens-
ington — a victory  cheered 
by lovers  of mass transit bor-
ough-wide.

Board to death: Civic 
activists bent on stopping 
the city from converting all 
but four blocks of the Coney 
Island Boardwalk to plastic 
lumber and concrete  sued 
the city in July  for failing 
to conduct a study on the 
potential environmental im-
pact of the proposal — but a 
judge ruled against the lum-
ber-lovers in December. 

August
Power grab: It was the 

end of an era in Brooklyn 
politics as embattled Assem-
blyman Vito Lopez  stepped 
down from his post as Kings 
County Democratic party 
boss  after his colleagues in 
Albany punished him for al-
legedly groping and attempt-
ing to kiss female staffers. 
Former Assemblyman and 
judge Frank Seddio  won the 
boss gig in September .

Thirsty park: A re-
porter for this newspaper 
 snapped photos of Coney Is-
land’s Luna Park siphoning 
water from a johnny pump  
to fi ll its Wild River ride — a 
violation of its lease agree-
ment with the city that offi -
cials said created a potential 
fi re hazard in the People’s 
Playground.

Sinking feeling: Bay 
Ridge residents and poli-
ticians panicked after  a 
20-foot-deep sinkhole swal-
lowed a car on 79th Street  — 
and they started to fear their 
neighborhood was sinking 
into the earth after a 70-foot-
deep chasm emerged on 92nd 
Street and a rash of smaller 

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
The waters have receded, the 

downed trees are gone, the crushed 
cars have been towed, and the power 
is back on for most — but Brook-
lynites across the borough are still 
reeling from the destruction that 
Hurricane Sandy left behind. 

The  Oct. 29 super storm   pummeled 
everything in its path,  claiming the 
lives of seven Brooklynites, leaving 
thousands displaced and homeless, 
and knocking out power for more 
than 162,000 borough residents.

Damage to businesses and homes 
in Brooklyn’s hardest-hit areas, 
including Coney Island, Brighton 
Beach,  Gerritsen Beach ,  Manhattan 
Beach ,  Sheepshead Bay , Red Hook, 
and DUMBO was extensive — and 
 many are still picking up the pieces .

The powerful storm surge  crip-
pled the city’s transit system , cre-
ated  a gas shortage  that reminded 
some of the fi lm “Mad Max” and 
others of the 1973 oil crisis, and left 
the two-mile long Brooklyn Battery 

Tunnel fl ooded from end to end.
As Brooklyn continues to recover 

from the catastrophic storm, there 
are still approximately 270 residents 
without power, many of them in Ger-
ritsen Beach. Storm damage was so 
severe in some cases that electrical 
systems must be rebuilt entirely be-
fore power can be restored, accord-
ing to Con Edison.

The storm crushed Coney Island, 
 damaging the Boardwalk ,  amuse-
ments , and even  Nathan’s Famous  — 

which will reopen next spring. 
The New York Aquarium was un-

derwater, but  its marine life escaped 
largely unharmed . Damage at the 
 Coney Island Hospital  was so severe 
that city health offi cials say the medi-
cal facility won’t be able to take emer-
gency patients for several months.

In Red Hook, Hurricane Sandy 
crushed the massive  Fairway Mar-
ket  at the foot of Van Brunt Street, 
which remains shuttered, and 
 nearly took the life  of the beloved 
barkeep at Sunny’s Bar.

Residents of Red Hook Houses 
went more than  two weeks  without 
electricity, heat, or hot water — but 
 a team of doctors made volunteer 
rounds  inside the housing project to 
get residents the care they needed.

After the storm passed, a pleth-
ora of big-hearted Brooklynites — 
from the  Occupy Wall Street folks  
to  Bay Ridge rock-and-rollers  — got 
involved in  recovery efforts , helping 
storm-ravaged merchants and resi-
dents get back on their feet. 

AND HOT BABYCCINOS

Sandy: A storm like none before it

WASHED UP: This boat wound up at 
the intersection of Beard and Richards 
streets in Red Hook. Photo by Paul Martinka

SURVIVING SANDY: The storm hit Brook-
lyn hard, fl ooding streets, toppling trees in 
Brownstone neighborhoods and Southern 
Brooklyn communities, and forcing motor-
ists to endure lengthy gas lines. 

Continued on Page 4
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pits opened up in the area.
Lane pain: Readers 

of this newspaper  named 
Jay Street in Downtown as 
Brooklyn’s scariest bike 
lane , citing double-parked 
cars, idling police vehicles, 
and jay-walking pedestrians 
as frequent dangers.

September
Opening ceremony: 

 The Barclays Center de-
buted  on Sept. 29 after a 
decade of legal battles and 
fi nancial tremors when rap 
legend, Nets part-owner, 
and Brooklyn native Jay-Z 
took the stage. Big acts in-
cluding  Barbra Streisand , 
 the Rolling Stones ,  Justin 
Bieber , the Who, and Bob 
Dylan have since rocked the 
“Rustbowl” at the corner of 
Atlantic and Flatbush av-
enues.

Wal crumbles down: 

Controversial big box re-
tailer  Walmart announced 
it would not open a location  
in the planned Gateway 
II shopping center in East 
New York after fi ghting a 
year-long media war with 

local business and labor ad-
vocates over the shopping 
giant’s plan to set up shop 
somewhere in Brooklyn.

October
Sad day: A hit-and-run 

driver  took the life of rock 
band drummer Terence 
Connor  as he biked down 
Metropolitan Avenue in 
Bushwick on Oct. 1. The mo-
torist remains on the lam.

Mall bearers: The big-
gest sale at the Kings Plaza 
Mall this year was the mall 
itself. The Macerich Com-
pany  snatched up the retail 
hub for $751 millio n.

The puck drops here: 
The New York Islanders 
 signed a 25-year lease to play 
home games at the Barclay 
Center , bringing hockey to 
Brooklyn beginning in 2015 
despite a  quirky seating con-
fi guration  that may leave 
the area behind one of the 
goals devoid of fans.

Sweet deal: DUMBO de-
velopers Two Trees Manage-
ment Company  purchased 
Williamsburg’s closed 
Domino Sugar factory for 
$185 million  from the ailing 
Community Preservation 
Corporation Resources Inc. 
— breathing new life into 
a plan to bring thousands 

of apartments to the water-
front. 

Hit hard: Hurricane 
Sandy hit Brooklyn on Oct. 
29, changing the borough 
forever. See our breakout on 
page 3 for more coverage.

November
Nothing but Nets: The 

Brooklyn Nets  took the 
court for the fi rst time in 
their new home  on Nov. 3, 
topping the Toronto Raptors 
in an historic 107–100 win 
after Hurricane Sandy  post-
poned a much-hyped cross-

town match-up  against the 
Manhattan Knicks. 

Zoned out: Getting into 
two of Park Slope’s best-
ranked elementary schools 
got harder after  the approval 
of a controversial plan  to 
shrink the zones feeding 
into the popular-but-packed 
PS 321 and PS 107.

Growing Gowanus: The 
Lightstone Group  revived 
an abandoned plan to build 
hundreds of apartments  on 
the banks of the Gowanus 
Canal — and the developers 
say  they won’t let Hurricane 

Sandy’s fl ooding , or the con-
cerns of politicians and ac-
tivists, stand in the way.

December
Kicker: Brooklyn Bridge 

Park  debuted three new soc-
cer fi elds , a picnic peninsula, 
and a playground on Pier 5. 
Fans of the so-called “beau-
tiful game” cheered the play 
fi elds, while neighbors cel-
ebrated the  construction of 
the Squibb Park footbridge .

Kill the music: Ac-
claimed music venue Ze-
bulon shut down — and 

co-owner Joce Soubiran 
 blamed the “squares”  who 
moved in around the Wil-
liamsburg club for caus-
ing its closure by calling in 
noise complaints.

Parked: The city re-
ceived a $29-million grant 
to install  a speedy, bus lane 
along the B44 route  from 
Sheepshead Bay to Wil-
liamsburg, but drivers are 
in an uproar over concerns 
that the bus lane will eat up 
parking spaces along the 
busy commercial thorough-
fare.

Stop by our Sunset Park, 
Bay Ridge, Maspeth or 
Ridgewood location today!

No one makes it easier  
for your money to work harder.

1.00%20-month  
CD APY*

Get a  

FREE GIFT
†   

valued up to $200

For a limited time only.  

Value depends on deposit.

* Annual percentage yields (APYs) quoted are accurate as of 12/10/2012 and are subject to change at any time without notice. $25,000 is the minimum deposit for the promotional CD. $250,000 is the maximum deposit for the promotional CD. Penalties 
may be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. After maturity, if you choose to roll over your CD, you will earn the base rate of interest in effect at that time. All accounts are subject to our normal approval process and must be 
funded with new monies. Offer valid only for personal customers. 

† The value of all CD gifts (including applicable sales tax and delivery costs) will be considered as interest income on your account for income tax purposes in the first year the account is opened and will be included on your 1099-INT statement. 
The account must remain open for a minimum of 12 months or the value of the CD gift (plus applicable tax and delivery costs) may be billed to you or debited from the account at time of closing. We reserve the right to make bonus substitutions of 
comparable value and assume no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to or arising from, the bonus item. The warranty is the sole responsibility of the manufacturer of the bonus item. Bonus items 
will be mailed to the address provided. Allow up to 5 weeks for delivery. 

 ©2012 Amalgamated Bank. All rights reserved.

Continued from Page 3

2012

SANDY’S SAND: Hurricane Sandy deposited tons of sand 
far inland in Southern Brooklyn and fl ooded basements 
and shattered windows across the borough — just ask 
Van Brunt Street resident Frank Morales. 
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BKLYN COMPANY

VOTED 1ST PLACE 
BEST SALON 2012
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Berlin

Colour

Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Pilo Arts Blow Out

Receive 2 FREE CERTIFICATES
total value $62

(Two Creative Stylist Blow Outs $31 each)

 SALE ENDS 12/31/12

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional
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Get a Great Deal, 

While helping Those in Need.

1955 McDonald Ave.

Brooklyn NY 11223

718-376-3914

Sun-Thurs: 

8:45am-6pmThrift Store

Some examples of pricing:

Men’s Suits - $5.00
Ladies and Men’s Coats and Jackets - $5.00
Men’s Shirts - $2.00 each – 3 for $5.00
Ladies Tops - $2.00 each – 3 for $5.00
Men’s Pants and Jeans - $3.00 each – 2 for $5.00
Ladies Pants and Jeans - $3.00 each – 2 for $5.00
All are gently used clothing

STORM SALE
All Clothing $5.00 

or less

$5.00 off any 
$20.00 purchase 

or more
Good from Friday Nov 30 

to Friday Dec 7th

Fri:

8:45am-3pm

Sat: 

CLOSED

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Domo arigato, Peter Ko-

kis — for showing us these 
costumes just when we 
needed you!

The life-long Midwood 
resident has become Brook-
lyn’s very own Mr. Roboto 
by crafting extraordinary 
Transformer costumes out of 
ordinary household objects 
and performing in character 
across the borough.

Kokis found his calling 
as a robot craftsman and 
launched  Brooklyn Robot-
works  after serving as an 
Army pilot and wrapping 
up an 18-year corporate ca-
reer as a security director 
at a Manhattan luxury ho-
tel — and he says building 
armored exoskeletons is his 
true passion.

“I’ve done all the ma-
cho, tough guy grown-up 
stuff and right now in this 
period of my life I’m having 
some fun as an artist,” said 
the buff 50-year-old, sci-fi  
fanatic, who has made his 
living for the past year and 
a half performing in the 
homemade getups.

He builds replicas of 
eminent robots including 
Optimus Prime, Bumble-
bee, and the Terminator 
out of hundreds of everyday 
items, spending as long as 13 
months gathering supplies 
such as toothbrush holders, 
shoehorns, toilet seats, soap 
dishes, juicers, egg slicers, 
contact lens cases, and even 
dog bowls — but you can 
only tell if you get up real 
close and personal.

“I look for the visual 
complexity in every day 
items. I’m able to see the 
potential for something to 

portray something else,” 
said Kokis.

He spends as long as 600 
hours building a single suit, 
but his favorite part is put-
ting on the mask.

“I have the real fun by 
bringing the characters to 
life,” said Kokis.

His artistic awaken-
ing began at Coney Island’s 
famed Mermaid Parade in 
2007, when he strode down 
Surf Avenue dressed as a 
creature he dubbed “squid 
boy” — decked out in red 
sweatpants with foam pool 
noodles for tentacles. The 
next year, after “Transform-
ers” hit the box offi ce, Kokis 
returned to the People’s Play-
ground dressed as a hybrid 
of “squid boy” and robot-in-
disguise Optimus Prime.

In 2010, he made his fi rst 
true Optimus Prime replica 
and in the years since, his 
costumes have only grown 
more intricate, more de-
tailed, and more shocking 
to passersby.

“Where ever I go I be-
come the focus or center of 
attention because I present 

such an unusual thing to 
people,” he said. “People’s 
reactions range from the 
funny to the startling to the 
scary to the down right bi-
zarre at times.”

He dons his fi ve suits — 
each adorned with a novelty 
“Brooklyn” license plate 
— for private parties and 
geeky galas, such as New 
York Comic Con, which 
draws top “cosplayers” 
from around the world.

Kokis takes his craft 
seriously: he trains for 15 
hours every week so he can 
perform in his robot cos-
tumes, which weigh up to a 
staggering 164 pounds.

And once he dons the 
suit, he never breaks char-
acter.

“Every time I perform 
and am in costume it is the 
equivalent of running a 
marathon, while carrying 
someone on my back who 
has their hands over my 
mouth, nose and eyes,” said 
Kokis, who loses between 
two and four pounds in wa-
ter weight from stomping 
around in his mechanical 

manner.
Kokis spends up to 90 

minutes putting on his 
costumes, tightening 
more than 70 Velcro straps 
around his body to hold it 
all in place.

It’s such a pain that he 
stops eating and drinking 
15 to 18 hours before perfor-
mances, lessening the risk 
of nature’s call.

Once he’s in costume, he 

can barely breathe, he can’t 
use the bathroom, he’s on 
the brink of dehydration, 
and he his looks alone make 
people scream. But Kokis 
loves every minute of it.

“Underneath my helmet 
I have the biggest smile of 
all,” said Kokis. “I’m never 
stopping. I’m going to con-
tinue to build characters 
and entertain people. This 
adventure will not end.”

HE’LL BE BACK: Self-taught robot builder Peter Kokis designs ro-
bot costumes using everyday objects. This “Brooklyn Terminator” 
suit used materials from a toilet — including a potty-training seat 
for the pelvic girdle. Photo by Alan Camuto 

LATEST CREATION: Peter Kokis 
designs and builds robot cos-
tumes out of household objects.
 CNG / Natalie Musumeci

Midwood man does the robot
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See our entire collection of top 
quality area rugs... & wood, laminates

718-677-3300
Call or stop in for details. Hours: Mon-Thurs: 9am-7pm,  

FRI: 9am-6pm, SAT: 9am-5pm, Sun: 11am-5pm

Sq ft. installed

CLASSIC CARPET
& FLOORS

WOOD FLOORING  CARPETING   AREA RUGS LAMINATE & VINYL

“Roger 
Guarantees 
the lowest 

prices”

RESIDENTIAL  
& COMMERCIAL

q

WOOD FLOORING CARPETING

We have carpeting in stock 
& available for immediate 

installation

BLOWOUT!
LAMINATE

SALE

79¢

    Yes! We do it again!
  UNBEATABLE

3-ROOMS
$39599

INCLUDES PADDING & INSTALLATION

Choose from a special selection. up to 288sq. ft. does not 
include sales tax. Come in or call for details.

SO HURRY IN NOW! OFFER IS FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY!

FREE
SHOP AT 

HOME

BUY TODAY  INSTALL  TOMORROWTHOUSANDS OF  YARDS IN STOCK!

 We specialize in all window treatments such as 
    blinds, pleated shades, wood blinds and verticals
 We have a wide selection of color and material

    to choose from

CLASSIC VERTICALS

Open Monday-Friday 9am-6pm  Saturday 9am-5pm

Formerly of Flatbush Verticals
has moved across the street to Classic Carpet

Call us at: 

(718) 253-5454

For all your flooring needs

We are 
now located 

at 

2118 Flatbush Ave.
Brooklyn

In Business Over 20 Years!

FREE
Estimate 
With Samples. 

WE COME 
RIGHT TO YOU!

FOR 
ONLY

Mohawk

Stainmaster

Stanton

Masland

Milliken
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

What a spectacle
Cops arrested a suspect who they say 

stole a woman’s wallet inside a Third Av-
enue eyeglass retailer back on Oct. 2.

The victim told police that she works in-
side the spectacles shop between Bay Ridge 
Parkway and 76th Street, where she left 
her wallet at 1:45 pm that day.

When the victim returned later, she 
told authorities that her wallet and the 
$3,500 it contained had vanished into thin 
air. 

Police arrested the suspect after review-
ing surveillance footage at the establish-
ment, which they say shows a thief stroll-
ing into the victim’s offi ce and nabbing her 
cash.

Sneaker thief
Police arrested a suspect for allegedly 

breaking into a man’s 66th Street home 
and stealing the victim’s fancy sneakers 
on Dec. 20.

The victim told police that he has secu-
rity cameras installed on the front facade 
of his home between 11th and 12th avenues, 
which recorded an individual prying open 
his front door at 2:50 pm and disappearing 
into the house for a short time, before reap-
pearing with a new pair of sneakers — the 
victim’s.

Police offi cers reviewed the surveil-
lance footage and took a suspect into cus-
tody. 

70TH PRECINCT
FLATBUSH—MIDWOOD

Bad Santa
A thief stole a woman’s credit card at an 

Avenue M dental offi ce on Dec. 12 — to buy 
gifts for her kid, law enforcement offi cials 
claim.

The victim told investigators that she 
left her credit card inside a procedure 
room at the business between E. 18th and 
E. 19th streets at 3 pm, and that the only 
two people inside were the suspect and her 
child. 

When police interrogated the suspect, 
she admitted to taking the victim’s card so 
she could purchase presents, according to 
documents from the District Attorney’s of-
fi ce.

69TH PRECINCT
CANARSIE

Screwed
Police arrested a woman who they say 

screwed shut the front door of her ten-
ant’s E. 80th Street apartment on Dec. 18, 
and then bit the victim’s hand after he at-
tempted to call 911.

The victim told police that he attempted 
to enter his apartment between Glen-
wood Road and Flatlands Avenue at 6:30 
pm when he found that his front door was 

nailed shut.
When he asked his landlord to open the 

door, the woman allegedly brandished a 
knife in an attempt to ward off her bewil-
dered tenant. 

After the victim took out his cellphone 
in an attempt to call 911, the suspect bit his 
hand and fl ed with the cellphone, accord-
ing to documents from the District Attor-
ney’s offi ce.

Hot smokes
A man with a real tobacco craving was 

arrested for stealing 11 cartons of ciga-
rettes from a Flatlands Avenue store on 
Dec. 22, according to cops.

The neighborhood merchant told police 
that he was working in the establishment 
between E. 102nd and E. 103rd streets at 
7:58 am when a thief stuffed $1,275 worth 
of smokes into a black bag and attempted 
to fl ee. 

The store owner grabbed the suspect be-
fore he could abscond with his ill-begotten 
tobacco, according to documents from the 
District Attorney’s offi ce.

A scuffl e ensued and as the two men 
struggled, a .357 caliber pistol allegedly 
fell from the suspect’s jacket, investigators 
say. 

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—SEAGATE

Brutal assault
Cops arrested a man for stabbing an-

other gentleman — in the forehead — 
with gardening shears inside the Brigh-
ton Beach Avenue subway station on Dec. 
22.

The victim told investigators that he 
was inside the train station near Brighton 
Sixth Street at 10:10 am when the suspect 
pierced him with the gardening instru-
ment.

Hardware hound
A man was arrested for allegedly steal-

ing hardware supplies from a Cropsey 
Avenue home improvement store on Dec. 
22.

An employee at the hardware store 
near Bay 53rd Street told police that he was 
working at the business at noon when he 
noticed a man grab several carbon mon-
oxide alarms, a shower head, and various 
tools, before attempting to fl ee with the loot 
without paying.

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Quick return
Two men were arrested for robbing a 

man on Avenue T on Dec. 19 and taking his 
iPhone.

The victim told police that he was inside 
a retail outlet near Bedford Avenue at 2:05 
pm when the suspects shoved him, snagged 
his smartphone, and fl ed.

The victim gave chase, however, and 
managed to grab one of the suspect’s 
jacket.

The suspect slipped out of the garment, 
however, but left the victim’s iPhone be-
hind inside his coat pocket, investigators 
say.

Apple picking
Police offi cers arrested a man for steal-

ing another man’s iPhone inside a Kings 
Highway subway station on Dec. 19.

The victim told police he was inside the 
transit station between E. 15th and E. 16th 
streets at 2:05 pm when the suspect slugged 
him in the face and nabbed his smart-
phone.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Razor rivalry
Police arrested a suspect who they say 

beat another gentleman on Kings Highway 
— then taunted him with a box-cutter — on 
Dec. 21.

The victim told investigators working 
that case that he was between W. Seventh 
and W. Eighth streets at 3:15 am when the 
suspect approached and slugged him in 
the face.

The suspect then drew a box-cutter 
and threatened the victim, according to 
documents from the District Attorney’s 
offi ce.

Running tackle
A suspect was arrested for his part in 

a brutal robbery on Bay Parkway on Dec. 
4.

The victim told police that he was near 
66th Street at 1:30 pm when the suspect 
sent him sprawling to the ground with a 
running tackle.

Once the victim was on the ground, the 
thief grabbed the man’s iPhone away from 
his grasp.

An accomplice then ambushed the vic-

tim while he was struggling with the sus-
pect, punching him in the face several 
times, police said. 

Clocked on the Bay
Police offi cers arrested two suspects 

who they say beat a man and threatened 
him at knifepoint during a botched at-
tempted robbery on Bay Parkway on Dec. 
23.

The victim told investigators that he 
was near 85th Street at 9:37 pm when the 
suspects threatened to stab him if he didn’t 
hand over his cellphone.

The victim refused, leading one of the 
suspects to slug him in the face before fl ee-
ing, according to reports fi led with the Dis-
trict Attorney’s offi ce.

63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—BER-

GEN BEACH

Shish kebab
A suspect was arrested for beating a 

man and then stabbing him with a two-
pronged fork on Kimball Street on Dec. 
19.

The victim told police that he was be-
tween Quentin Road and Avenue R at 2:45 
pm when the suspect allegedly punched 
him in the face several times, slashed at 
him with a small knife, and then jabbed 
him with the cooking instrument, fi lings 
from the District Attorney’s offi ce indi-
cate.

Mauled at the mall
Cops arrested a woman who they say 

punched a man inside a shopping mall on 
Dec. 23.

The victim told police that he was in-
side the Avenue U shopping center at 4:50 
pm when the suspect slugged him in the 
head. — Colin Mixson

78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE 

Cash swipe
Police officers arrested a furniture 

store delivery man accused of stealing 
more than $3,000 in cash from the De-
graw Street store where he works on Dec. 
17. 

The manager of the store between Third 
and Fourth avenues told investigators that 
the suspect was supposed to make his de-
liveries and collect the payments from the 
customers at around 4:30 pm. 

The suspect told the manager that he 
got into a fi ght with his wife and that the 
cash suddenly went missing.

But the suspect later told police he 
went to a nearby fast-food restaurant — 
and that he did not get into a fi ght with 
his wife. 

The suspect said that when he re-
turned home from the eatery all of the 
money was missing, but he did not file a 
police report for the vanishing dough. 

Nor did he inform his boss of the mis-
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FOR NETS TICKETS CALL 
(718) NETS-TIX 

OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Jaylan Fisch, 4
Fisch, from Manhattan, shows he’s a Nets fan and says  

Deron Williams is his favorite player.
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hap, according to documents from the 
District Attorney’s office.

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–BOERUM HILL–

DOWNTOWN

Head bashing 
Police arrested a female suspect who 

they say struck a woman on the head with 
a closed fi st on Fulton Street on Dec. 22.

The victim told police she was near 
Bond Street at 12:10 am when the suspect 
grabbed her by her shirt, slammed her 
into a parked car, and bashed her on the 
back of the head, causing substantial pain 
to the victim, according to documents 
from the District Attorney’s offi ce. 

The suspect faces charges of attempted 
assault, harassment, and menacing. 

— Natalie Musumeci

94TH PRECINCT
GREENPOINT–NORTHSIDE

Triple threat
Police offi cers arrested a suspect who 

they say stole from a bodega on Bedford 
Avenue with two accomplices on Dec. 23 
— using the old distract-and-plunder tech-
nique. 

Police said the trio went into the store 
between N. Eighth and N. Ninth streets 
at 11:28 am and one of them stole goods, 
including the tip jar, while the other two 
distracted the clerk.

The three left the store, but one of them 
started cursing at a witness and they were 
stopped by cops outside, according to in-
vestigators.

No kicking
A suspect was arrested after he al-

legedly kicked an acquaintance several 
times during an argument on Greenpoint 
Avenue back on Oct. 5. 

Police said the two men were between 
West Street and Transmitter Park at 12:45 
pm when they started arguing.

One of them suddenly became violent 
and kicked the other man, fracturing his 
rib and causing him great pain, according 
to law enforcement offi cials. 

The suspect was charged with two 
counts of assault, menacing, and harass-
ment. 

90TH PRECINCT
SOUTHSIDE–BUSHWICK

At gunpoint
Police offi cers arrested a suspect who 

they say pointed a gun at a passerby and 
stole his wallet on S. Second Street on 
Dec. 17. 

The victim told investigators that he 
was between Union Avenue and Hooper 
Street at 7:22 am when the ruffi an ap-
proached  himwith the gun and told him 
to turn around and empty his pockets.

The perp then put his hand into the 

guy’s pocket and took his wallet, law en-
forcement offi cials said. 

The man in custody has been charged 
with robbery, grand larceny, menacing, 
and criminal possession of a weapon. 

Flip out
Cops cuffed an alleged intruder ac-

cused of attacking a homeowner after the 
resident caught him in her bedroom and 
found her jewelry missing on Broadway 
on Dec. 20. 

The victim said she was at her house be-
tween Bartlett and Whipple street at 12:10 
am when a creep entered her room. When 
she spotted the intruder rifl ing through 
her jewelry box, the crook punched her in 
the face several times and choked her, in-
vestigators say. 

Police arrested a suspect on charges 
including robbery, burglary, assault, pos-
session of stolen property, and possession 
of drugs.  — Danielle Furfaro

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

A clean break
Police arrested a resident of a Tillary 

Street women’s shelter who they say beat 
another dweller with a cane on Dec. 23, 
breaking the victim’s arm.

Police said the victim and the sus-
pect were in an elevator of the building 
between Prince and Gold streets at 7 pm 
when the suspect attacked.

The woman was charged with two 
counts of assault, menacing, and criminal 
possession of a weapon. 

Stabbing
A man faces charges for a grizzly at-

tempted murder on Fulton Street on Dec 
19. 

The victim was near St. Felix Street at 
11:10 pm when an assailant lunged at him 
and stabbed him in the chest, according 
to documents from the District Attorney’s 
offi ce. 

Law enforcement offi cials cuffed a 
suspect and charged him with attempted 
murder, assault, menacing, and criminal 
possession of a weapon.

The victim was taken to the intensive 
care unit of a Brooklyn hospital. 
 — Danielle Furfaro
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By Will Bredderman
A former Bay Ridge coun-

cilman known as a maverick 
long before that was consid-
ered politically cool is run-
ning for mayor — for the third 
time.

Sal Alabanese, who lost his 
bid for the city’s top seat to 
Rudolph Giuliani in 1997 and 
dropped out of the 2001 race 
when he failed to raise enough 
money, says New Yorkers are 
now ready for his style of lead-
ership, which he claims is not 
beholden to anyone but the vot-
ers.

“I have 15 years of indepen-
dent experience on the Council. 
I don’t owe anybody anything,” 
said Albanese.

Albanese was known for 
his trailblazing support of 
gay rights and strident back-
ing of Mayor David Dinkins 
during his time in the Coun-
cil between 1982 and 1997. But 
his inability to get along with 
party leadership — the Brook-
lyn Democrats, then headed 

by disgraced Assemblyman 
Clarence Norman, took its 
time before finally endorsing 
Albanese over Ruth Messen-
ger late in the 1997 election — 
hurt his chances during big 
races.

And political insiders say 
his reputation as a renegade 
will leave Albanese standing 
all alone in the election sea-
son.

“He’s always been an out-
sider, never been popular with 
the leadership,” said veteran 
political consultant Hank 
Sheinkopf, who is working on 
the campaign of challenger 
Bill Thompson. “It’s not likely 
he’ll raise significant money, 
and it’s not likely he will do 
very well.”

But Albanese, who was a 
teacher for 15 years before 
getting into politics and, for 
the last 15 years has worked 
as a financial consultant, has 
shocked the system in the 
past.

In 1989, Albanese was 
kicked off the primary ballot 
by a judge who ruled his peti-
tions where invalid. Albanese 
went on to win the primary as 
a write-in candidate.

It’s that kind of moxie that 
makes Albanese think his 
candidacy is more than quix-
otic.

“I plan on winning,” he said. 
“If I didn’t think I could win, I 
wouldn’t be in the race.”

Hizzoner?: Sal Albanese posed 
for this shot with his family when 
he ran for mayor in 1996 — and now 
he’s at it again.� File photo

In the running, again

The GENESIS Program
Xaverian’s Middle School

for the Academically Talented

EntrancE Exam
Saturday, January 5, 2013 • 8:30 AM

Limited preview days available
 in January by appointment only.

The Genesis Program, Xaverian’s middle school, is designed to 
develop and nurture high-level critical thinking skills and is com-
mitted to the development of the middle school student through 
academic excellence, extracurricular involvement, and Christian 
service to neighbor and community.

A Genesis education encompasses and surpasses the standard 
middle school curriculum by offering:

A cutting edge, one-to-one learning environment complete with • 
Smart classrooms and an iPad for each student
Enriched Theological studies including the Bible, Christology, • 
and Catholic Social Justice
Full-time guidance counselors• 
Strong focus on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and • 
Math) course content

For more information, please contact:
For more info, please contact: Mrs. Patricia McEvoy, Dean

(718) 836-7100 x188 or pmcevoy@xaverian.org
7100 Shore Road, Brooklyn, NY 11209

www.xaverian.org/genesis

spaces owned by a different landlord 
just steps away.

Sitt says the fourth space in his 
building on Surf Avenue between Still-
well Avenue and W. 12th Street will go 
to an undisclosed national tenant, but 
he says it’s crucial to offer space to in-
dependent business owners.

“Coney Island’s popularity has 
reached record proportions, but we 
can never forget what got us here — 
local, ahead-of-their-time business 
owners who brought flair, hip-ness 
and edge to the People’s Playground,” 
Sitt said. “While it is wonderful that 
national chains are now coming to 
Coney, we must always remember the 
history of this iconic neighborhood.”

Sitt spokesman Stefan Friedman 
said Thor would lease the spaces at 
reduced rent for the 2013 season — 
though he would not name a figure 

— and added that the controversial 
property giant was open to a longer-
term arrangement.

Friedman raised the possibility 
of harboring a Sandy-damaged Co-
ney business or bringing in an arti-
san shop from the northern sections 
of the borough. 

“Things have really skyrocketed 
in Brooklyn, in Williamsburg, Bush-
wick, Cobble Hill, why shouldn’t we 
get a little of that local flair in Coney 
Island?” Friedman said. “Coney Is-
land has always been an eclectic place, 
and we’re wide open right now.”

Sitt hasn’t won much support 
for his previous efforts to keep the 
kitsch in Coney Island — his attempt 
to open a flea market got panned in 
an era when it seemed like every-
body and their bearded cousin was 
opening one.

But if Sitt’s plan works, it won’t 
be the first time that businesses 
from trendier parts of Brooklyn set 
up shop in Coney Island.

Last summer, Prospect Heights 
eatery Tom’s Restaurant and DUM-
BO’s Grimaldi’s Pizzeria opened out-
posts in Coney Island. A plan to bring 
Park Slope’s Zito’s Sandwich Shoppe 
to the People’s Playground wound up 
in a holding pattern, according to 
the blog Amusing the Zillions.

Friedman said the move to dis-
count rent at the long-empty build-
ing was not due to a difficulty snag-
ging bigger tenants — or because of 
the fallout from Hurricane Sandy.

Ridge’s politico hopes third time will be the charm

Sitt-ing pretty: Developer Joe Sitt is 
courting trendy retailers� File photo

Continued from cover

Coney
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GROCERY DEPT. DAIRY DEPT. FROZEN DEPT. HOME COOKED DINNERS

SWISS 
CHEESE

OR
MUENSTER 

CHEESE

YOUR CHOICE
FRESH

SALMON FILLET
OR STEAKS

$199

2/$3005/$100

SilverS Gourmet atering.com   

3838 Nostrand Avenue             718-934-8520       FAX # 718-332-4620(Between 
Ave. Y & Z)

WHITE ROSE
SHERBET
QUART

CAVENDISH
FRENCH FRIES
32 OZ.

WHITE ROSE
VEGETABLES
SELECTED VARIETIES 10 OZ. BOX

ALL
GALLON MILK  
WHITE ROSE
CREAM CHEESE
8 OZ. BAR

MUSSELS 
MARINARA

BAGEL BITES

PIZZA BITES
7 OZ.

TROPICANA PREMIUM
ORANGE JUICE
59 OZ.

JACK FROST
SUGAR 
4 LBS.

COKE 
2 LT.

BOUNTY BASIC
PAPER TOWELS 
8 PK.

MUIR GLEN
ORGANIC  
TOMATOES

BAKED CHICKEN 
CUTLETS

LINGUINE 
W/CLAM SAUCE
STUFFED 
SALMON

$499

$749

3/$500

2/$300

2/$300

2/$500

4/$500

$199$499

99¢ 99¢

$199

$299

$299

$649

$499
LB.

LB.

LB.

LB.

#2 Hot Buffet Special
Pasta Choices:

Homemade Stuffed Shells
Baked Ziti
Lasagna
Linguini with Garlic & Oil
Penne with Broccoli
Pasta Primavera

Entree Choices:
Sausage & Peppers
Pork & Mushrooms
Pork Rollatini
Pork Cutlet Parmigiana
Pepper Steak
Beef & Broccoli
Meatballs in Sauce
Beef Rollatini
Chicken Francaise

$1095
Per 
person

Our Hot Buffet Consists of:
2 Pasta Choices & 3 Entrees

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Cutlet
Grilled Lemon Garlic Chicken
Chicken Rollatini
Chicken Oreganato
Sweet & Sour Chicken
Chicken Cacciatore
Eggplant Parmigiana
Eggplant Rollatini
Eggplant Florentine
Swedish Meatballs

#3 Cold Catering
Finest in Boar’s Head Cold Cuts 
Deluxe Cold Cut Buffet
All of Our Cold Cuts & Salads are    
Trayed & Artistically Decorated.
Potato & Cole Slaw Salads Plus Macaroni Salad or 
A Choice of Pasta Salad, Broccoli & Rigatoni Salad, 
Plus Rolls, Mayonnaise, Mustard & Paper Goods

#1
Roast Beef
Turkey Breast
Baked Ham
Genoa Salami
American Cheese
Swiss Cheese

Kosher & Italian
Slightly Higher

$695
Per 
person

10 Person Min.

SHRIMP SALE
COLOSSAL (13-15) ........19.99
JUMBO (16-20) ..............16.99
EX LARGE (31-40) ..........12.99
COOKED TAIL ON (31-40)..14.99
ALL PRICES ARE FOR 2 LB. BAGS

USDA CHOI E WHOLE 

EYE ROUND
ROAST

SHADY BROOK FARMS

TURKEY BREAST

$299
LB.

$199
LB.

$149
LB.

Sale Dates: Friday Dec. 28th –Thursday Jan. 3rd, 2013
Open: Monday– Saturday 8am – 7 pm, Sunday 8am – 5 pm

SilverStarQualityMeats.com   

CUT FROM CORN FED PORKERS 
CENTER 

PORK CHOPS

CUT FROM CORN FED PORKERS 

PORK 
SPARE RIBS

FREE DELIVERY ON STORE ORDERS!

FREE PARKING

FLORIDA
PINK 

GRAPEFRUITS
BABY SHRIMP

SALAD 
OR 

CRABMEAT SALAD

CHICKEN
BREAST

WESTERN 
BOSC
PEARS

FRESH EXPRESS 

SALAD 
BLENDS

IDAHO

POTATOES

89¢
EA.

28 OZ.

BOAR’S HEAD #1 IN COLD CUTS

BOAR’S HEAD
COMBO 1/2 LB. EA.

SILVER STAR
COMBO 1/2 LB. EACH

ALPINE LACE

FRESH MADE SALADS

$599

$599 $499 $349

$649

$699

LB.

LB.

LB.

LB.

SABRA
HUMMUS
10 OZ.

We Gladly Accept 
EBT & WIC

(4-7 LB. AVG)

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS!

HOLIDAY COCKTAIL PLATTERS

  Plain or w/ sundried tomatoes

OR

2013

PRODUCE DEPARTMENT DELI DEPARTMENTFISH DEPT.

GENOA SALAMI
AND

PROVOLONE
CHEESE

SMOKED HAM
AND

AMERICAN 
CHEESE

5 LB. BAG

4.5-10 OZ.

OOOOOOAAAASSSTTTTTOAAASTTTTTOAAAAASSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTOOAAASSASSSSSSTTTTTT

LLLLLBB.

CCHHHHHHHHOOOPPCC OOOOOOOPPOOPHHHHHHHHHHOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOP YY BBBBBRRRRRRRRRRRRREEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAASY BBRRRREEEAEASAS

B AVLB )G))$199
LB.
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICSSOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Borough President Markowitz 

is dreaming of a black-and-white 
Christmas — at least according to 
this year’s Brooklyn Nets-centric 
holiday card.

Markowitz’s 2012 holiday dis-
patch riffs on Brooklyn’s new 
home team, its home court at the 
Barclays Center, the growing 
number of celebrities who per-
formed there, and, of course, the 
Beep’s diminutive stature.

His cards of years past ad-
dressed more pressing social is-
sues such as  gay marriage  and 
 the controversial Prospect Park 
West bike lane , but this edition is 
a pure celebration of Brooklyn’s 
new-found status as an entertain-
ment hub — perhaps a necessary 
diversion in a borough still recov-
ering from Hurricane Sandy.

The super storm is not depicted 
in the drawing itself, unlike Hur-
ricane Irene’s appearance on last 
year’s mailing, but the lyrics of a 
ditty printed inside reference the 
natural disaster (“Sandy stormed 
in upon us, we took a big hit, but 

we’ll never quit”).
Our analysts spent hours por-

ing over the card, which sources 
from Markowitz’s offi ce said took 
more than two months to create 
and was drawn by Portland-based 
cartoonist Dennis Adler, a long-
time Borough Hall collaborator.

Experts say the work shows a 
diverse range of domestic infl u-
ences, pulling from the Hudson 
River School, “Where’s Waldo” 
books, and the subversive under-
ground comic book scene in San 
Francisco in the early 1970s. Here 
some things that jumped out to us:

• The slumping Nets rely on the 
vertically challenged Markowitz, 
two friendly Santa Clauses, and the 
Beep’s parakeet, Beep, for some ex-
tra offense — perhaps a reference 
to Nets guard  Deron Williams’s 
struggles shooting the ball .

• Other Barclays Center attrac-
tions are front and center: An Is-
landers hockey player hints at his 
team’s  planned move to Brooklyn  
by skating across the hardwood 
using a candy cane as a stick, 
while Mickey and Minnie Mouse, 

of “ Disney on Ice, ” 
share the fl oor with 
the elephants from 
Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum and Bailey 
circus.

• There’s plenty 
of star power: try to 
fi nd the likenesses 
of Rihanna,  Barbra 
Streisand , Bob Dy-
lan, and  the Rolling 
Stones . Our crack 
team of art experts 
struggled to fi nd 
Justin Bieber,  whose 
fans terrorized Pros-
pect Heights in No-
vember , and Lady 
Gaga, who is hard to 
spot because she’s not depicted in 
any of her most famous getups.

“We didn’t want to put a hat 
on her because it would block 
the face above her, but she often 
comes out to perform with silver 
hair,” Markowitz explained. 

• Markowitz, a big-time Barclays 
Center booster, didn’t pass up an 
opportunity to give a shout-out to 

the insiders who brought the arena 
to Brooklyn. Rap mogul Jay-Z, who 
owns a tiny portion of the team, is 
easy to spot. But can you identify 
Nets owner Mikhail Prokorov, At-
lantic Yards mega-developer Bruce 
Ratner, Forest City Ratner execu-
tive MaryAnne Gilmartin, or Nets 
CEO Brett Yormark?

• A notable omission from the 
card includes the  much-panned  

Nets mascot and spelling curios-
ity BrooklyKnight.

Markowitz says the holiday 
card has been a tradition cher-
ished since he took offi ce — and 
that he has been sitting on the 
Nets theme for some time.

“They’re all humorous and 
positive,” he said. “We waited for 
the arena to open before we de-
cided to use it as a theme.”

Markowitz cheers the Nets in holiday card

WHERE’S MARTY?: A team of experts concluded that Borough President Markowitz chose the 
Barclays Center as the focus for his latest holiday card because the Beep likely suffered a child-
hood trauma related to the exodus of the Brooklyn Dodgers. Community Newspaper Group

SKETCH WISHES
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Now Carrying 
Ernest Hemingway 

Vintage Inspired Eyewear

Polycarbonate
Lens with Frame
$45 Complete

NOW AVAILABLE
High Defi nition

Digital Progressives
Call For Pricing & Info

Great Value 
for your fl ex 
spending $$$$

NOW
ACCEPTING:
All Medical Savings and 
Flex Spending Credit Cards

USE IT 
OR

LOSE IT!

Boggie Doggie 2
Open 7 Days

Everything for your pet 
except the pet

ALL MAJOR BRANDS OF PET FOOD 
For Dogs, Cats, Birds, Hamsters

2 Great Locations
7401 3 Ave

Open Late Til 9pm
718.491.1399

7616 5 Ave Open 
Late Til 7pm
718.745.1177 

W e  A c c e p t  A L L  M A J O R  C R E D I T  C A R D S

GRAND OPENING

We 
Deliver

ALL DOG 
COATS

ANY PURCHASE 
OF $50 OR MORE

$500
OFF

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

We call our office State-
of-the-Art Dentistry 
because we keep 

our technology and 
techniques up-to-date 
to provide you the best 
experience possible. We 
accommodate families 
of all ages with strict 

sterilization techniques.

718.339.7878

Your smile is our priority.

PROVIDING QUALITY, AFFORDABLE CARE

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection 
of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
An eviction-bound Coney Is-

land charity received a Yuletide 
reprieve from its landlord, who 
postponed the bounce until after 
the New Year.

The 26-year-old Salt and Sea 
Mission was set to pack its bags 
and leave its longtime home at the 
corner of Mermaid Avenue and 
W. 16th Street by Thanksgiving, 
after Nino Russo — who also co-
owns Sandy-shattered Gargiulo’s 
Restaurant a few blocks away — 
needed the space to make up for 
damaged sections of his historic 
dining establishment.

But Russo had a big change 
of heart just in time for the holi-
days.

“We understand they need 
a little more time, and we don’t 
want to put them out for Christ-
mas,” he said.

Mission founder Pastor Debbe 
Santiago, who runs programs for 
the homeless, at-risk youth, and 
battered women, was overcome by 
the gesture of goodwill.

“I’m so fi lled with joy,” she 
said. “To be able to breathe and 
to be there for the holidays, and 
do our work where we’ve always 
done it.”

Santiago said she is still try-
ing to fi nd a fi nd a new spot for 
her organization which has 
struggled to stay open as dona-
tions have fallen in the fl agging 

economy. 
She added that Salt and Sea is 

also ineligible for further govern-
ment aid without a permanent lo-
cation.

“I pray to God every day that 
we fi nd something,” said San-
tiago, herself a former homeless 
drug addict.

Councilman Domenic Recchia 
(D–Coney Island) said his offi ce 
was trying to help the mission 

fi nd a new space.
“We’re looking and trying to 

fi nd something for Pastor Debbe, 
but nothing’s come up yet,” he 
said. 

Russo said he felt bad having to 
turn out the group.

“I don’t want to do it, I try 
to do the best I can for the com-
munity, but I just lost my entire 
business,”  he told the Courier in 
November. 

Coney shelter gets holiday reprieve from eviction

SALT OF THE EARTH: Salt and Sea Mission founder Debbie Santiago was set to 
be evicted from her shelter’s home in Coney Island, but the landlord offered her 
organization a last-minute reprieve until after the New Year.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

IT’S A MIRACLE

JOHN J. HEALEY FUNERAL HOME
“Serving Brooklyn Since 1904”

2005 West 6th Street
718-743-1388

Visit us at: www.JohnJHealey.com
Manager: John LaGreca

John J. Healey Funeral Home is owned by Service Corporation International   1929 Allen Parkway, Houston Tx. 77019  713-522-5141

Santa Claus rode through a Hurricane Sandy-devastated Gerritsen Beach 
on a red carriage pulled by Sophia, a white percheron, on a mission to 
bring a smile to kids’ faces. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Who needs reindeer?
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*Offer valid at participating locations. Valid on arrangements and dipped fruit boxes. Offer expires 03/31/2013. Cannot be combined with any other offers. 
Offer code must be used when placing order. Containers may vary. Arrangements available in a variety of sizes. Delivery not available in all areas. EDIBLE 
ARRANGEMENTS® & Design and all other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. ©2012 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved. 

Make life a little sweeter.™

Bring In The New Year With A 

SAVE $4 *

718-535-7909
1736 Sheepshead Bay Road

Brooklyn, New York

347-587-7500
5114 Avenue N

Brooklyn, New York

718-837-3784
1446 86th Street

Brooklyn, New York

718-522-6300
224 Livingston Street
Brooklyn, New York

I t’s finally happened. We’ve outgrown our offices 
and found a shiny new space in Brooklyn.

WE’RE MOVING!

Effective January 7, 2013, Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union
will be in our new location.

Come in and apply for a loan, open a new account or just say hello!
Our new location will allow us to serve you better, with convenient 
access and attractive new surroundings for all our financial needs.

Thank you for your loyalty and support!

www.brfcu.org

BAY RIDGE
F E D E R A L

Come see us in our NEW “HOME.”
OUR NEW ADDRESS:

1750 86th Street    Brooklyn, NY 11214
OUR PHONE NUMBER REMAINS THE SAME:

Phone (718) 680-2121    Fax (718) 680-9888

BY COLIN MIXSON
The R train doesn’t 

have a reputation for being 
speedy, but ecstatic Brook-
lyn straphangers say last 
Friday’s restoration of in-
terborough service on the 
hurricane-damaged line 
saves them tons of time.

Whether heading to 
work — or skipping it on 
account of the alleged Ma-
yan end date — commuters 
celebrated the transit link 
between Brooklyn Heights 
and lower Manhattan, say-
ing it cut as much as 30 min-
utes off of journeys on the 
fi rst day of cross-river ser-
vice since Hurricane Sandy 
struck in October.

“Going back to Brook-
lyn, you would have to take 
the N down to the Barclays 
Center, but who wants to 
go all the way down there 
when you’re heading Down-
town?” asked Brooklyn res-
ident Ron Adams, who blew 
off work on what he thought 
would be the last day of the 
world and instead spent a 
part of the day on the newly 
restored R train.

Interrupted service 

caused by damage inside 
the inundated Montague 
Street Tunnel didn’t just 
cause riders to backtrack 
during their commutes — it 
also forced them to rely on 
unpredictable connections. 

“It’s a lot easier having 
the R train back, now I can 
just get off at Court Street,” 
said Prospect Heights com-
muter Liz Joseph, who 
found herself riding the C 
and F trains to get between 
Brooklyn and Manhattan.

The restoration of cross-
river R service is the last 
piece of Brooklyn’s subway 

puzzle to return fol-
lowing the storm, 
which crippled the 
transit system and 
briefl y forced Manhat-
tan-bound commuters 
to wait on long lines 
for a “ bus bridge ,” 
 drive and wait in even 
longer gas lines , hop 
on their bikes, or sim-
ply walk.

But there is one 
thing riders from Bay 
Ridge to Brooklyn 
Heights might miss 
now that the R train 

is running its full route: 
all that exercise they got 
schlepping to distant sta-
tions or making extra trans-
fers as an alternative.

“I had to take the F to 
Jay Street and then I would 
have to walk to Borough 
Hall,” said Prospect Heights 
student Tarek Hassan. 

And in another transit 
high note, the return of full 
R train service came hours 
before the fi rst weekend in 
ages in which  no Brooklyn 
subway lines had to face 
service changes  — a true 
holiday miracle.

SUBWAY SAVINGS: Liz Joseph said 
newly restored R train service be-
tween Brooklyn and Manhattan saves 
her 30 minutes each way. 
 CNG / Colin Mixson

R riders rejoice line’s return
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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Hundreds of union work-

ers rallied at the under-con-
struction  City Point devel-
opment in Downtown  last 
Tuesday and accused devel-
oper Acadia Realty Trust 
of short-changing the non-
union laborers building the 
massive housing and retail 
complex — which received 
a  $20-million federal bail-
out in 2009 .

A coalition of unions in-
cluding sheet metal workers 
and carpenters argued they 
should have been tapped for 
the job and claimed project 
offi cials had no excuse for 
not paying higher wages 
to the non-union construc-
tion crew employed at the 
Dekalb Avenue site because 
the development received 
the tax-exempt stimulus 
funds.

Rally-goers — includ-

ing politicians and mem-
bers of the Brooklyn-based 
community group Families 
United for Racial and Eco-
nomic Equality — chanted, 
blew whistles, and carried 
signs that read: “Acadia 
got bailed out; Brooklyn got 
sold out!” 

“The only reason they’re 
not using union workers is 
because they don’t want to 
pay a fair wage,” said Terry 
Moore, the business man-
ager of the Metallic Lathers 
and Reinforcing Ironwork-
ers for Local 46.

A City Point spokes-
man would not disclose the 
wages of the 180 workers 
who built the fi rst part of 
the project — a four-story 
retail structure that cur-
rently includes an Armani 
Exchange shop and is slated 
to host a Century 21 depart-
ment store — but did say 

that more than 80 percent of 
the employees were minori-
ties or Brooklyn residents.

Union members claim 
City Point workers received 
as little as $18 per hour with 
no benefi ts. The standard 
wage for a union carpen-
ter is $46.15 per hour, plus 
$38.88 in benefi ts, according 
to the “prevailing wage” set 
by the comptroller.

City Point spokesman 
Tom Montvel-Cohen claims 
union protesters are wrong 
when they say the federal 
stimulus money is a tax-
payer handout — it’s actu-
ally a bond that the devel-
opers will pay back in full, 
with interest. 

“They have been saying 
this all along and it is not 
so,” said Montvel-Cohen, 
whose project could wind 
up being the tallest build-
ing in the borough.

“It’s borrowed money … 
it is still a loan.”

And he claims the only 
city subsidy going toward 
the project will be used to 
create 120 units of below 
market-rate housing in 
the development’s second 
phase, which is slated to be-
gin soon.

Union offi cials offered a 
contrary perspective.

“We have to raise the 
issue with the city of New 
York and say why our tax 

dollars are being given to 
a developer who’s building 
without us — that’s wrong!” 
shouted Gary LaBarbera, 
president of the Building 
and Construction Trades 
Council of Greater New 
York. 

A handful of city offi -
cials who spoke at the pro-
test backed the union labor-
ers. 

“If you’re going to go 
through a public process, 
if you’re going to come be-

fore the city or the state 
and ask for a rezoning, if 
you’re going to accept tax-
breaks, subsidies, or any 
kind of public benefi t, then 
there is no question at all 
that your jobs are union, 
the project includes afford-
able housing, and the pro-
cess is democratic with the 
communities involved — 
end of story,” said Council-
man Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope), eliciting cheers from 
the demonstrators. 

UNITED: A coalition of union members and elected offi cials rallied against the Acadia Realty Trust, the 
developers of the City Point project. Community Newspaper Group / Natalie Musumeci

Labor pains at 
City Point project
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HAIR DREAMS
WITH HAIR EXTENSIONS
All about hair extensions

Body and volume 
through hair thickening

Trendy styles with effect strands

BENSIMON HAIR BEAUTY
468 Avenue P, 
Brooklyn, NY 11223
Open Sunday - Friday

718-998-3099
Email: bensimondayspa@yahoo.com

www.hairdreams.com
www.bensimonspa.com

Wow! Only

$100
Wow! Only

$100
Wow! Only

$100
KERATIN BRAZILIAN 
SMOOTHING THERAPY 

by Coco’s
 Reduces frizz and curl
 Blocks effects of humidity
 Makes hair smoother
 Leaves hair shinier
 Cuts down on blow-dry time

Large variety of keratin treatments available

THE MOST TALENTED 
Artists & Staff 

 Color - roots, single process by 
Koleston Perfect Wella Products

 Scalp & hair treatment
 Hair cut & blow dry
with select hairdressers

 Happy feet mani/pedi

FULL HEAD
of Highlights

Formulated 
& Made 

in the USA

Every 
Wednesday 

Only!

Soft
Smooth

Shiny

With Bensimon 
YOU GET 

THE BEST
Experience 

The Professional  

EDGE

INCLUDES
 Gloss  Blow dry
 Haircut  Style

*With Selected Hair Dressers *Mandatory $25 Gratuity

FREE Consultation, 
Call Bensimon Salon & Spa
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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Opponents of the Pros-

pect Park West bike lane 
won a last-chance appeal 
last Wednesday in their 
fi ght to remove the contro-
versial cycling route.

 A judge erroneously used 
a technicality to dismiss an 
August 2011 lawsuit  fi led by 
the bike lane foes,  a state su-
preme court appellate panel 
ruled  in a decision that will 
leave the fate of the path to 
be decided by the courts.

The panel rejected three 
of four claims seeking to un-
dermine the divided cycling 
route by the anti-bike lane 
group Neighbors for Better 
Bike Lanes, but found that 
Brooklyn Supreme Court 
Justice Bert Bunyan made 
a mistake when he booted 
the case for missing the 
statute of limitations with-
out fi rst determining if 
the lane was installed as a 
“trial” street fi xture, or as 
a “permanent” piece of in-
frastructure.

The lane foes missed the 
deadline to sue the city over 
a permanent street change, 
but not a temporary one.

The jurists ordered a 
new hearing to determine 
whether the city built the 
Prospect Park West bike 
lane as an experiment, or 
as a enduring roadway re-
design.

Opponents of  the popu-
lar path  — which removed 
one lane of automotive traf-
fi c to make space for two-
wheelers — called the deci-
sion a triumph.

“It’s an enormous vic-
tory,” said Neighbors for 

Better Bike Lanes lawyer 
Jim Walden, who contests 
city data indicating  the lane 
has reduced speeding  and 
 made the roadway safer.  
“We will fi nally get our day 
in court and we will get to 
develop the evidence that 
will show the Department 
of Transportation has been 
lying about and manipulat-
ing the safety data from the 
beginning.” 

City offi cials promised 
bike riders that they have 
nothing to worry about.

“We’re confi dent that 
the Prospect Park West bike 
lane is here to stay,” said 
Department of Transporta-
tion spokesman Seth Solo-
monow in a statement.

“We are fully confi dent 
that the trial court will de-
cide that there is absolutely 
no merit to what is left of 
this case. In the meantime, 
local residents will continue 
to enjoy the safety that this 
community-requested and 
supported lane has pro-
vided every day for the last 
two and a half years,” he 
said.

The city has  spent more 
than $140,000 defending the 
buffered bike lane in court  
— and cycling boosters say 
the case against the path is 
frivolous. 

“It’s really quite irratio-
nal,” said Park Slope resi-
dent and cycling advocate 
Eric McClure. “They have 
this obsession with trying to 
get rid of something that the 
vast majority of the neigh-
borhood has embraced … 
it’s a bit perplexing what’s 
motivating them.”

Prospect Park West bike lane foes win last-second appeal

Keep seeing the forest 
as well as the trees.

An invasive pest called the Asian longhorned beetle is threatening to change 

the landscape you love. Once trees are infested, there is no cure. But there is 

something you can do to help. Look for the beetle and the damage it causes 

in your area, and report your fi ndings via the website or phone number below. 

Be a tree hero. Look for and report the Asian longhorned beetle.

BeetleBusters.info
 1-866-702-9938
 U.S. Department of Agriculture

ROAD RAGE: Opponents of the Prospect Park West bike lane, such 
as the man pictured above, won an appeal that will let them have 
their day in court — sparking outrage among supporters of the cy-
cling path, such as the woman pictured below, who say the legal 
challenge goes against the will of the neighborhood. File photos

Path of most resistance

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Attn:

LANDLORDS

OVER 35
YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE
718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates
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Check your jewelry box for broken, tangled 
or mismatched jewelry - rings, earrings, 
pendants, watches, bracelets - and we will pay 
you top dollar instantly! 

Call us today for an appointment, and we’ll 
appraise and buy your items on the spot.

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Invite your friends and family to make quick cash.
It’s a fun, safe and convenient way for you and your 

friends to turn your outdated gold jewelry into cash!
30%
EXTRA CA$H
YOU WILL RECEIVE AN EXTRA 

30% IN CASH WHEN WE 
PURCHASE YOUR GOLD *

Present this coupon upon your price quote and you 
will receive an extra 30% cash bonus. Bonus cannot 
exceed $100. This coupon may not be combine with 

any other promotion or special price offer. Limit 
1 coupon per customer. Offer expires 1/3/2013.

(718) 339-GOLD 4653

VISIT US ON THE WEB  www.cashforgoldbk.com

BROOKLYN, NY

Nothing to Lose,  
Everything to Gain!

1623 Ave. U  
Near East 17th St.

DCA# 1361142

4905 Ave. N  
Near Utica Ave. 
DCA# 1373537

2233 65th St.  
Near Bay Parkway 

DCA# 1420833

2619-2 86th St.  
Near West 13th St. 

DCA# 1408714

252 Flatbush Ave.  
Near St. Marks Ave.

DCA# 1383520

WE BUY  
PAWN 

TICKETS 

STORE HOURS:

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR, LIMITED 1 PROMOTION PER PERSON. 
*GET ONE ENTRY BLANK FOR EACH $200 WE BUY FROM YOU. IF YOU SELL US $1000 OR MORE WE WILL DOUBLE YOUR ENTRIES! 

3

BRAND NEW MINI iPAD RAFFLE

216-17 Merrick Blvd.  

Springfield Gardens
DCA# 1387619

QUEENS, NY
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wedding directory
Bridal Gowns
Sposabella Couture
69A 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11217

World Mall Bridal Dreams
7905 5th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

Bridal Headpieces
Bridal Style Boutique
905 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

-

Catering Halls/Venues
Bay Ridge Manor

Il Fornetto

The Garden City Hotel

Grand Oaks Country Club

-

Grand Prospect Hall

New York City Events

-

Paradise Catering Hall
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

Rebar

 

Sirico’s 

The Vanderbilt at South Beach

-

-

Yacht Owners Association

Cleaners
Bridgestone Dry Cleaners & Laundry

Cosmetic Dentistry
Omni Dental Care

Entertainment
The Amazing Bottle Dancers

 

Beat by Beat Entertainment

-
  

E-Squared Productions

-

Florists/ Centerpieces
Edible Arrangements

-
 

Floral Fantasy 

Henry’s Florist

-

Marine Florist and Decorators

Jewelry
Tivoli Jewelers

-

Limousine Services
A-Class Limousine

-

Cosmopolitan Coach

Luxor Limousine
502 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

 

M & V Limousine Ltd.

Mila Limousine Corporation

-
 

RJ’s Limousines

Photography  & Video
Fantasy Photography

-

Glamour Me Photo & Video

HiLite Studios

 

Wedding Photo Connection

Tuxedos
Tuxedo World

Salons
Joli Salon
8124 5th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

-

Pilo Arts Salon

-

Services
Genesis Fertility & Reproductive Medicine

-

Wedding Cakes
Aunt Butchie’s Desserts

Wedding Expos
Bosco’s Wedding Expo
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

Bridal Affair

To be included in this directory 
call 718-260-2500
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• Health insurance coverage for children
and adults in New York State who qualify   

• Checkups with your own doctor
• X-rays and lab tests
• Hospital and emergency care
• Dental and vision care
• Speech and hearing services
• Behavioral health services
• More than 49,000 quality providers

Medicaid Managed Care is a New York State-sponsored
health insurance program offered by Fidelis Care. 

Medicaid Managed Care with Fidelis Care

Proof of age, income, and address necessary to enroll.

Quality Health Coverage

To find out if you are eligible for one of our government-sponsored health insurance programs, contact Fidelis Care at:

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
(TTY: 1-800-421-1220) • fideliscare.org 1-866-435-9521

It’s Our Mission.

Health

Firefighters from Lad-
der Company 122, Engine 
Company 220, and Lad-
der Company 105 joined 
Santa Claus to bring toys 
and a little holiday cheer 
to New York Methodist 
Hospital’s pediatrics pa-
tients on Dec. 21. 

The firefighters vis-
ited children in the hos-
pital’s inpatient pediatric 
unit, pediatric intensive 
care unit, pediatric emer-
gency room, and pedi-
atric outpatient clinic. 
“Fireman Santa” is a 
long-time yearly tradi-
tion at the medical cen-
ter. Between Santa, his 
“helpers,” hospital staff, 

parents and, most impor-
tantly, the children, there 
were plenty of smiles to 
go around. 

New York Method-
ist Hospital, a voluntary, 
acute-care teaching facil-
ity located in Brooklyn’s 
Park Slope, houses 651 
inpatient beds (includ-
ing bassinets) and pro-
vides services to more 
than 36,000 inpatients 
each year.  An additional 
300,000 outpatient visits 
and services are logged 
annually.  The hospital, 
founded in 1881, has un-
dergone extensive reno-
vation and modernization 
over the years. It offers 

Institutes in the follow-
ing areas: Advanced and 
Minimally Invasive Sur-
gery, Asthma and Lung 
Disease, Cancer Care, 
Cardiology and Cardiac 
Surgery, Digestive and 
Liver Disorders, Diabe-
tes and Other Endocrine 
Disorders, Vascular Med-
icine and Surgery, Fam-
ily Care, Neurosciences, 
Orthopedic Medicine and 
Surgery, and Women’s 
Health. New York Meth-
odist Hospital is affiliated 
with the Weill Cornell 
Medical College and is a 
member of the NewYork-
Presbyterian Healthcare 
System.

Holiday cheer comes to New 
York Methodist Hospital

Nurses 
awarded 

for services

www.brooklyndaily.com

What would we do without nurses? 
Five nurses from Downstate Long 

Island College Hospital were hon-
ored with the 2012 Butson Award for 
Clinical Excellence and Compassion-
ate Nursing Practice: Sadie Jackson, 
RN (Renal Unit); Aurelia Gomez, RN 
(Oncology Unit); Andrew Abrams, RN 
(Emergency Department); Marilyn 
Reynolds, PCA (Oncology Unit); and 
Diane Simpson, RN (Emergency De-
partment). Andrew Abrams, RN, re-
ceived top honors. 

The Thomas and Elizabeth But-
son Awards were established 13 years 
ago by local resident, Elizabeth, in 
memory of her husband, Thomas, who 
received medical care at Long Island 
College Hospital.
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THE NEW AORTIC ANEURYSM CENTER
OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK

SETTING THE STANDARD FOR MEDICAL EXCELLENCE

718-438-3800

Enrico Ascher, M.D. 
Professor of Surgery 

The Most Modern 
Minimal Invasive Techniques

To Repair Dangerous Aneurysms
(Ballooning Of The Arteries)

In The Abdomen & The Chest
Internationally Recognized Vascular Surgeon, 

Dr. Enrico Ascher 
Is Leading The New Aortic Aneurysm Center 

And Offers His 25 Years Of Experience Dealing With 
Complex Aortic Aneurysmswww.vascularnyc.com

Health

Calvary Hospital announced 
that its 20th annual bereavement 
course will be available in Brook-
lyn for the first time. Classes 
will take place at St. Joseph’s 
High School in Downtown every 
Wednesday from Jan. 9 to March 
13, 2013. 

The course is designed for 
those who work in the helping pro-
fessions (social workers, nurses, 
funeral directors, etc.) who may 
need to address bereavement and 
grief-related issues in their profes-
sional lives. (The course is not for 
bereaved family members.) 

The Hospital’s 10-week course 
is taught by various specialists 
from Calvary Hospital and from 
Calvary@Home (Home Care and 
Hospice). 

Upon completion, each partici-
pant will receive a Certificate of 
Attendance. Continuing Educa-
tion Credits for funeral directors 
is pending approval from the New 

York State Department of Health: 
Bureau of Funeral Directors and 
from the ANCC for Nurses. Fees 
are $225 per person to attend all 
10 sessions; $200 each for two to 
four people registering from the 
same institution; and $175 for five 
or more people. People may also 
choose individual sessions for $50. 
Graduate students, who may take 
the entire 10-week course for $50, 
must provide a copy of their stu-
dent ID. 

To register for the entire course, 
or individual sessions, go to www.
calvaryhospital.org to download 
a copy of the registration form. 
Completed forms must be received 
at Calvary by Thursday, Jan. 3. 
Please complete one form for each 
participant. Individuals can also 
register at the door. 

Calvary Hospital is the nation’s 
only fully accredited acute care 
specialty hospital devoted exclu-
sively to providing palliative care 

to adult advanced cancer patients. 
Schedule:

-
mal” Grief and Disenfranchised 
Grief: Intuitive vs. Instrumental 
Grievers, Sherry R. Schachter 
PhD, FT.

the End of Life Christopher Com-
fort, MD Delirium and Depression 
in the Dying Patient, Robert Bres-
cia, MD.

-

and pastoral care staff.
-

tive, Anthony Susi, LMSW, ACHP-
SW Theories and Grief Counsel-
ing, Kristen Finneran, LMHC.

and Death of a Sibling, Kristen 
Finneran, LMHC.

Partner, Yonna Lovell, MS.

Sherry R. Schachter PhD, FT.

-
ment Support Groups, Sherry R. 
Schachter PhD, FT.

Walesca Marmolejos, LMSW.

and Compassion Fatigue, Sherry 
R. Schachter PhD, FT. 

Pending CE approval from NYS 
Department of Health; Bureau of 
Funeral Directors. 

Bereavement courses at St. Jo-
seph’s High School (80 Willoughby 
St.). Wednesdays, Jan. 9 to March 
13, from 6 to 8 pm.

Checks should be made payable 
to Calvary Hospital. Please send 
all registrations and payment to: 
Dr. Sherry R. Schachter, Director 
Bereavement Services, Calvary 
Hospital, 1740 Eastchester Rd., 
Bronx, New York 10461.

Calvary Hospital bereavement 
course January through March
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Health

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
affects thousands of people each and every 
year. The condition is largely caused by 
smoking or prolonged inhalation of lung 
irritants. There currently is no cure, but 
there are treatments available that can 
slow the progression of the disease.

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
is a term used to categorize many different 
ailments of the lungs, most especially em-
physema and chronic bronchitis. It occurs 
when there is airway obstruction or simply 
when a person has trouble breathing.

There are certain contributors to the 
disease. These may include:

-

compromise breathing.

-
pany Merck, about 12 million people in the 
United States suffer from the disease. It is 
second only to heart disease as a cause of 
disability that forces people to stop work-
ing. It is the fourth most common cause 
of death, accounting for more than 120,000 
deaths per year in the United States, and 

those death rates are on the rise, with 60 
percent more deaths now attributed to 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
than there were 20 years ago. Men and 
women have equal death rates, though men 
are at a heightened risk for the disease.

In terms of treating the disease, options 
generally hope to lessen the severity of the 
symptoms. Quitting smoking is the single-
most effective way to reduce the progres-
sion of the disease. Since chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease is a progressive 
disorder, it will only get worse over time 
and could lead to death.

individuals with trouble breathing. Bron-

airways, helping to open them up and make 
breathing easier. Inhaled glucocorticoster-
oids also may be prescribed. These reduce 

-

There are a number of programs and 

medications available that can help smok-
ers quit. Talking to a doctor or support 
group could be the first step needed to quit 
smoking and reduce the risk or progression 
of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. 

Learning about chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease

If you are one of the millions of Ameri-
cans with a long-term health condition like 
asthma, this important information about 
fl u applies to you. When combined with your 
existing health condition, the fl u increases 
your risk of becoming seriously sick, which 
could result in an unexpected and expen-
sive trip to the hospital — or even death.

“We have known for years that fl u is a 
serious disease, especially for people with 
certain chronic health conditions,” said Dr. 
Anne Schuchat, Assistant Surgeon General 
of the U.S. Public Health Service and Direc-
tor of the National Center for Immunization 

and Respiratory Diseases.
The burden of fl u on people with asthma 

was demonstrated in the 2009 fl u season, 
as the world faced its fi rst fl u pandemic in 
more than 40 years. Most of the deaths from 
2009 H1N1 were in people who had at least 
one health condition, like asthma. People 
with long-term health conditions also were 
more likely to be hospitalized. The Center 
for Disease Control estimates that nearly 60 
percent of children and more than 85 per-
cent of adults hospitalized with 2009 H1N1 
had one or more long-term health condi-
tions or were pregnant.

Of those admitted to the hospital with 
2009 H1N1 illness, asthma was the most 
common long-term health condition, fol-
lowed by diabetes, chronic cardiovascular 
disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease, pregnancy, neurological disor-
ders (including stroke or seizure disorders 
in adults), and neuromuscular disorders. 
People who were morbidly obese (extremely 
overweight) also appeared to be at higher 
risk for severe 2009 H1N1 in some studies.

The message is clear: people with long-
term health conditions should take action 
to protect themselves against the fl u by get-
ting a fl u vaccine. Safe, reliable fl u vaccines 
have been made for decades, and you can-
not get the fl u from the fl u vaccine.

Millions of Americans are impacted by 
these conditions, although many people 
don’t know that they have a long-term health 
condition. For example, diabetes impacts 
an estimated 23.6 million Americans, but 
5.7 million people (24 percent of those who 
have the disease in the United States) don’t 
even know they have it. Heart disease af-
fects an estimated 26.6 million Americans. 
And asthma affects 23.4 million Americans. 
Ask your doctor whether you have a health 
condition that makes you more vulnerable 
to fl u. If you do, be sure you get a fl u vac-
cine.

Symptoms of fl u include fever (though 
not everyone with fl u will have a fever), 
cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, 

body aches, headache, chills, and some-
times diarrhea and vomiting.

Flu viruses are thought to spread mainly 
from person to person through someone 
with the fl u coughing, sneezing, or talking. 
Flu viruses may also spread when people 
touch something with the fl u virus on it and 
then touch their mouth, eyes, or nose. Many 
other viruses spread these ways, too.

For more information, visit www.fl u.
gov, www.cdc.gov/fl u, or call (800) CDC-
INFO.

Live Holistic 
 

Includes: Complete History, Consultation, 
Thermal Image Study & X-Rays (if necessary)

Dr. Vincent Adamo
718-921-5483

446 Bay Ridge Pkwy., Brooklyn, NY 11209

Asthma brings greater fl u risks

The 23.4 million Americans who are affected by 
asthma are at greater risk for serious complica-
tions from the fl u — which is why anyone with 
asthma should get a fl u vaccine.
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Brooklyn, New York 11235

 Comfortable
 Close to Shopping, 

    Entertainment and Restaurants
 24 Hour Front Desk Service
 Jacuzzis with Mirrored Ceiling
 Non-Smoking Rooms
 Laundry Service
 Wake Up Calls
 Wireless Internet
 Flat Screen TVs

Ocean View
FREE Parking
FREE Premium Cable

Affordable Room RatesCALL 718-891-6600
FAMILY OWNED/ NEW OWNERSHIP

AFFORDABLE LODGING IN SHEEPSHEAD BAY BROOKLYN 15 MINUTES FROM JFK

WE 
ARE NOW 

OPEN! 

Rooms 
Renovated!

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Borough President Markowitz 

wants to bring professional soccer 
to Brooklyn — but making his plan 
a reality will be more diffi cult than 
scoring a goal over a wall of Ger-
man national team defenders, soc-
cer insiders say.

The neighboring borough of 
Queens has the inside track on lur-
ing a Major League Soccer team, 
and backers who have already laid 
down $3 million to  bring a stadium 
to Flushing Meadows Corona Park  
claim they aren’t even considering 
a Brooklyn franchise at the mo-
ment.

“We’re 100 percent committed to 
Major League Soccer in Queens,” 
said MLS soccer spokeswoman 
Risa Heller, who claims the league 
scoured many sites around the city 
before settling on the county to the 
north, which it calls “unquestion-
ably one of the most vibrant soccer 
communities in the country.”

But that hasn’t stopped Markow-
itz from pushing Brooklyn as a 
counter proposal if the Queens 
plan — which calls for turning 10–

13 acres of parkland into a 25,000-
seat stadium — hits the post.

And even if the proposed 
$300-million Flushing Meadows 
stadium becomes home to a  re-
launched New York Cosmos club , 
the Beep claims Brooklyn would be 
the perfect home for a third metro 
area squad (the New York Red 
Bulls claim to represent the city, 
though they play in a neighboring 
state called New Jersey).

“As much as we like football or 
baseball or hockey, the way Amer-
ica is going with our ethnic diver-
sity, soccer will be potentially as 
large as football,” said Markowitz, 
noting there are great locations for 
a stadium in Bushwick, Browns-
ville, East New York, or Canar-
sie. “Why shouldn’t Brooklyn be 
at the forefront of that effort and 
have truly a world-class soccer sta-
dium?”

And unlike  the Queens sta-
dium , which could face opposition 
due to its proposed location inside 
a park, Markowitz says a Brooklyn 
soccer facility could be built on pri-
vate property, though he declined 

to name specifi c locations.
“Parcels would have to be as-

sembled, no question about it,” 
Markowitz said. “But there are 
spaces available — none of which 
involve parkland.”

Even Brooklyn soccer boosters 
say Queens makes more sense — 
but claim Brooklyn could court a 
lesser-tier domestic soccer league 
than the MLS.

“There’s more of every level of 
soccer being played in Queens at 
this moment,” said Zac Rubin, the 
manager of the Upper 90 soccer 
store in Boerum Hill, who works 
with pro teams in the U.S. and 
abroad. “Queens is the right place 
for a team to be at this point.”

But Markowitz is undeterred, 
saying that though he will leave of-
fi ce soon, perhaps he can plant the 
seeds of a long-term project.

“I have a philosophy with a 
restaurant, if you cook great they 
will come, no matter where it is,” 
he said. “If we could build a world-
class stadium, I’m convinced that a 
major team will an be easier part 
to resolve.”

Markowitz wants professional ‘futbol’ in Brooklyn

Beep’s new goal: Soccer

KICK IT AROUND: (Above) 
Soccer legend Pele won’t take 
the fi eld when the New York 
Cosmos club relaunches — 
but (left) Borough President 
Markowitz still wants to bring 
the team or another profes-
sional franchise to the county 
of Kings. AP / Richard Drew
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LETTERS

To the editor,
I read with interest that Borough Pres-

ident Markowitz has one thing left on his 
agenda before leaving office next year 
(“Marty: Brooklyn will have an amphi-
theater,” online Dec. 18).

Is the construction of the amphithe-
ater the major thing that he should be 
concerned with? 

How about concerning himself with 
the high rents that people in the borough 
and throughout the city have to pay? 

How about exerting influence on es-
tablishing rent controls on commercial 
establishments?

I remember years ago when he was at 
the forefront of tenant issues. He founded 
a tenant organization, much to his credit. 
Then, he became borough president and 
started hanging around Bruce Ratner 
and other real estate honchos. Boy, did his 
views change! 

Some years ago, I read that when he 
bought his house, he stated that rents in 
the city are just too high. So? How about 
using his authority to try to change that?

Speaking of amphitheaters, it shall be 
music to my ears when Mr. Markowitz 
leaves office. Ed Greenspan

Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
I was in Bay Ridge yesterday and 

picked up a copy of your newspaper.
I was pleasantly surprised to see Stan-

ley Gershbein’s column, “It’s Only My 
Opinion.”

I live in Park Slope and his column 
stopped appearing in your downtown edi-
tion several years ago.  

Apparently his common sense and 
wisdom were too much for the Park Slope 
liberals.  The so-called “tolerant” people 
could not tolerate an opinion other than 
their own.

Best wishes for a happy and healthy 
New Year. Mark S. Deutchman

Park Slope

To the editor,
My misgivings about MetroCards as a 

replacement for tokens, as well as coins in 
turnstiles and bus slots, have proved well-
founded.

When I took a bus to Avenue X and Co-
ney Island Avenue, it responded twice, 
“try again.”

The driver told me to have a seat and 
get a new MetroCard when mine didn’t ex-
pire until Sept. 30, 2014.

By comparison, I have had almost no 
problems paying by token or cash. I be-
lieve the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority should check its own bus slots, 
as there is an occasional margin of error.
 Elliott Abosh

Brighton Beach

To the editor,
Everyone wants to evaluate teachers. 

Can we ever evaluate the teachers who 
gave up their lives for their students in 
Connecticut? When are we going to evalu-
ate students? We have ticking time bombs 
sitting in our classrooms.

Sandy Hook mass murderer Adam 
Lanza was such a person.

Will someone explain to me why his 
mother kept such a cache of weapons in 
her home? She knew she had a problem 
child at home. 

Some of these gun enthusiasts are to-
tally off their minds and something must 
be done about it. Where are our elected 
leaders? They’re too busy advocating 
gay marriage, teacher evaluations, and 
other things. At the same time, they con-
veniently ignore a major problem in this 
society — guns.

Nearly two years ago, when ex-Rep. 
Gabby Giffords was shot and a young 
child died during that situation, President 
Obama gave a similar speech. We don’t 
need his tears, we need action — now. 

A good leader must show leadership. 
The president all but ignored gun control 
during his first term.

Where are our educational leaders and 
their union counterparts in demanding 
that something be done to decrease the 
violence in schools? 

I didn’t need to see Randi Weingarten 
ringing doorbells for Obama last July, or 
serving nutritious lunches to pupils at a 
Colorado school. We have far too many 
pressing problems in our schools to be 
concerned with what she emphasizes, so 
as to divert our minds from the real prob-
lems. Name withheld

Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
There are good reasons why Manhat-

tan Borough President Scott Stringer 
dropped out of the 2013 race for mayor. 

Consider the city has a municipal bud-
get approaching $70 billion dollars with 
more than 220,000 employees. This is 
greater than many states and nations. 

Stringer, who also previously served 
as a legislative assistant to Rep. Jerrold 
Nadler (D–N.Y.), along with serving as 
a member of the State Assembly, has no 
private sector experience. He has never 
built a business, balanced a budget, cre-
ated jobs, met a payroll, or managed any 
significant agencies with large numbers 
of employees.

He has been running around town 
campaigning since November 2009, unof-
ficially running for mayor as term limits 
prevent him for running Manhattan Bor-
ough President in 2013. 

His dreams of running for mayor 
never got off the ground. Stringer has 
been consistently polling at no greater 
than five percent among potential Dem-
ocratic Party primary voters over the 
past three years, coming in last among 
the four leading candidates. Now, he de-
cides instead to run for comptroller. This 
hardly makes him a credible candidate. 
Stringer is just another career politician 
looking for his next meal ticket.

Former city comptroller and 2009 los-
ing Democratic Party mayoral candidate 
William Thompson is a profile in courage 
for resigning as chairman of the Battery 
Park City Authority many months ago. 
He is free to run full-time for mayor with 
no conflicts of interest. 

Contrast his courage with the other 
cowardly lions — City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn, Comptroller John Liu, 
and Public Advocate Bill de Blasio run-
ning for mayor, and Stringer and Coun-
cilman Dominic Recchia (D–Coney Is-
land) who are running for comptroller. 

Councilman Dan Garodnick (D–Man-
hattan), who was previously an active 
candidate for comptroller, mysteriously 
dropped out of the race within days of 
Stringer’s announcement. You have to 
wonder if some other political leaders 
made Garodnick an offer he couldn’t re-
fuse. After all, you don’t want two can-
didates running for any citywide office 
who share the same Manhattan political 
base. 

All of these candidates lack the moral 
courage of Thompson and continue to 
hold one public office while openly cam-
paigning for the 2013 Democratic Party 
Mayoral Primary. 

The lines are clearly blurred between 
their day job and the new job they each 
seek. All have been actively working the 
pay-for-play fundraising circuit, along 

with visiting every local and county Dem-
ocratic Party clubhouse on day one, after 
lameduck Mayor Bloomberg took his last 
oath of office in January 2010.

Quinn, Liu, de Blasio, Stringer, and 
Recchia start out with many advantages 
not available to ordinary challengers. 
During their respective terms of public 
office, each incumbent has daily televi-
sion, radio, and newspaper exposure, 
press conferences, newsletters, guest col-
umns in newspapers, letters to the editor, 
and speaking engagements, on a regular 
basis. 

Don’t forget the perks of public office, 
including announcements of member 
items (many of which taxpayers consider 
local pork-barrel projects), which are 
used to raise name recognition and assist 
in greasing the wheels of re-election, or 
attempts at a higher new office.

If Quinn, Liu, and de Blasio are seri-
ous about running for mayor, along with 
Stringer and Recchia for comptroller, 
they should resign their current public 
office today. End the charade by being 
honest enough to run full time on their 
own time and dime. Allow citizens a spe-
cial election to elect a replacement who 
can represent their constituents without 
compromise.

It is time we elected someone who is 
not using one public office as a stepping 
stone to another.

Hard-working municipal civil ser-
vants who work full time can’t campaign 
part time during the day, as Quinn, Liu, 
de Blasio, Stringer, and Recchia do. 

They would have to either take a leave 
of absence or quit their day job. 

 Larry Penner

Great Neck, N.Y.

         

To the editor,
I did not vote for President Obama, but 

I do wish him luck because he has a tough 
road ahead. 

As senator, he stated that he never 
voted for any Republican proposal. Now 
he needs the Republicans to promote his 
agenda. 

In 1945, after World War II, President 
Truman was faced with a bloated federal 
bureaucracy. He embraced the leader of 
the opposition party, former Republican 
President Herbert Hoover, to lead a bi-par-
tisan commission that actually reformed 
the government.

Maybe President Obama should re-
view the history books.

 Ugo M.Rosiello

 Mill Basin

LET US HEAR FROM YOU

Marty’s amphitheater din to readers’ ears
SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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This certainly has been 
a year of polls. Let me 
introduce you to one 

more that has nothing to do 
with politics. 

The Nielsen people asked 
3,000 youngsters what they 
wanted for Christmas, Cha-
nukah, and Kwanza. Forty-
eight percent of those under 
the age of 12 are wishing for 
an iPad. In the 13 and over 
group that number was only 
21 percent. 

After observing the many 
teenagers around me, I’ve 
got a feeling that the number 
is so low because so many in 
the older set already have 
one. 

Here’s a different poll 
taken a few years ago that 
I showed to Nicholas, the 
chubby, cheery Santa with a 
white beard who is working 
at a local mall.

Seventy-four percent of 
the several hundred Santas 
that participated in the poll 
tell us that little guys cry in 
their laps. 

“What would you expect 
when a very young child is 
tossed into the lap of a huge 
stranger with a large beard 
just to pose for a photo? I’d be 
a bit frightened also if that 
was my first encounter with 
Old St. Nick.”  

Ninety percent reported 
having their beards pulled 
on by some of the bigger little 
guys who don’t believe the 
beards are real. 

“It’s very painful to those 
of us who have genuine facial 
hair.”

Sixty percent are coughed 
and sneezed on up to 10 times 
a day. Here’s the convincer 
— 34 percent of the Santas 
are peed on regularly. Who’d 
ever think that little children 
could cause so much abuse?

“With all the excitement 
of seeing me, I really can’t 
blame those children.” Ol’ 
Nick added. “What bothers 
me almost as much as the pee-
pee bath is the reaction from 
the mommies. Most of them 
think it’s funny. They laugh 
and laugh. They now have a 
cute story to tell at their mah-
jong game. I’m smelly wet and 
they don’t give me a two dol-
lar tip or even an apology.” 

The English Christmas 
carol, the “Twelve Days of 
Christmas,” was first pub-
lished in the late 18th cen-

tury. Choruses refer to it as 
a holiday “cumulative” song 
because each verse is built 
on a new line added to the one 
before. 

They sing about the 78 
different gifts such as two 
turtle doves, seven swans a 
swimming, and eight maids a 
milking. However, because of 
the repetition in each verse, 
there are actually 364 gifts 
over the 12 days.

Nobody knows if way back 
then anyone put an actual 
value on the different gifts 
“my true love gave to me.” 

Today, the average gift-
giver would have to signifi-
cantly raise the limit on his 
MasterCard because, accord-
ing to a reliable source, the 
cost to him can be as much 
as $107,000. That’s a lot of 
money. 

There are several ways 
one could actually reduce his 
total. For example, the drum-
mers can go. Do you really 
think she would appreciate 
12 drummers drumming in 
her head while she’s trying 
to sleep late? Oy! Such a head-
ache! 

Add them to the 11 piper’s 
piping, 10 lords a leaping, and 
nine ladies dancing. That’s 42 
more noisy people jumping 
around your living room on 
day number 12. Such commo-
tion! 

And this business about 
French hens? Go to Wald-
baums and buy her a chicken 
instead or you can scratch 
the whole thing and take her 
on a cruise. 

I am StanGershbein@

Bellsouth.net wishing you 
all happy, healthy and safe 
holidays.

Step right up to the 
greatest show in 
town. The politi-

cians have again rallied 
around the “gun control” 
flagpole. 

Leading the charge 
is nanny Mayor Mike 
Bloomberg, who pretty 
much wants to ban every-
thing he sees.

Each and every time a 
tragedy occurs we hear, 
“Ban guns, stricter laws, 
more control.”

Understand that I 
grieve along with the rest 
of the country over the 
senseless crime in New-
town, Ct. It should never 
have occurred. But banning 
guns isn’t the only solution. There 
are many more factors involved. Ones 
that our elected officials don’t seem 
to care about, much less discuss.

It’s easier to take the gun away 
than to teach respect of life or deal 
with mental illness. Why should our 
youth be taught such arcane notions 
or properly treated? 

When I was a child, my mom 
displayed all her glass tchatchkes 
around the room. I was taught not 
to touch them. She didn’t take them 

away, she just made 
sure I learned to re-
spect her things. This 
taught me respect and 
self-control. My teach-
ers and parents taught 
me the golden rules: 
no killing, no stealing, 
and no disrespecting. 
So I learned not to kill, 
not to steal, and to re-
spect others.

The most crucial as-
pect of preventing trag-
edies like the shooting 
in Newtown is start at 
the bottom and fix the 
people.

Make no mistake 
about it — our educa-

tors have failed, too. These 
lessons need to be taught in every 
classroom in every school, as well as 
in the home, every day. Whether paro-
chial, private or city, these basic tenets 
should be part of every curriculum. 

For starters, how about teachers 
paste their rooms with posters that 
read, “Thou shall not kill,” “Thou 
shall not steal,” “Thou shall respect 
the teacher in this room.” 

I know it all sounds rather bib-
lical, however, I really believe that 
“Thou shall not kill” is more of a uni-

versal rule than a religious one. But I 
could be wrong. 

After all, the liberals who set in 
place today’s policies would know 
much better. Take a look at their 
choices — rainbows, life style, pro-
phylactics, how to be politically cor-
rect, and finally (the most important 
aspect of education), how to ace a 
citywide exam. 

Yet, all we can come up with is 
“ban guns.” 

Don’t ban songs that eschew vio-
lence just as readily as it eschews amo-
rality and crimes against women.

Don’t ban all those extremely vio-
lent video games that are targeted at 
young audiences.

Not for Nuthin™, but respect and 
self-control, albeit easy lessons to 
learn, are not taught to our youth. 
Maybe if these simple command-
ments were promulgated, instead of 
the tripe that passes for modern edu-
cation, and more funds directed to the 
treatment of mental illness, instead 
of birth control for middle schoolers, 
there would be less of the tragedies 
that beset us, and our schools would 
again be safe for our children.

Wishing you all a safe and healthy 
new year.

Follow me on Twitter @JDel-
Buono.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

Joanna DelBuono

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION
Stanley P. Gershbein

Instead of bans, let’s teach respect

Stan has the 
Christmas numbers The Sandy Hook massacre 

makes the heart weep, 
and demonstrates far too 

grimly how psychopaths live 
to vent their demons — by any 
means, and at whatever cost.

Adam Lanza’s mass mur-
der of 26 children and staff in 
a Connecticut elementary school, be-
fore turning the gun on himself, res-
urrects the debate about gun control. 

That hackneyed albatross shows 
little sign of extinction in a self-ab-
sorbed culture that glorifies graphic 
violence, demands immediate grati-
fication, fixes its ills with pills, and 
enfeebles good citizenship.

It’s a deadly recipe that’s cooked 
up disasters, including the Aurora, 
Colo., movie theater bloodbath that 
killed 12 people last summer, the 
2011 attack of Rep. Gabby Giffords 
and five others in Arizona, the Bing-
hamton immigration center carnage 
in 2009 that killed 14 people, the 2007 
Virginia Tech slaughter which extin-
guished 32 lives, the Wendy’s massa-
cre in Queens of 2000 that annihilated 
five workers, and the 1999 Columbine 
High murders that wiped out 12 stu-
dents and a teacher.

Stricter gun laws are only one 
piece of the disturbing jigsaw.

A ban on assault weapons seems 
the logical solution because Lanza 

couldn’t have wrought his evil without 
access to his mother’s legal, industrial-
strength weapons of mass destruction, 
according to popular thought. 

But the demented don’t need guns 
to murder the masses.

Michigan school caretaker An-
drew Kehoe used a bomb to kill 45 
people in the Bath School in 1927 — 
38 of them children. 

Unemployed Cuban refugee Julio 
Gonzalez set fire to a Bronx social 
club called “Happy Land” in 1990, 
decimating 87 people.

And the 9-11 terrorists used box 
cutters and hijacked commercial 
planes to obliterate nearly 3,000 peo-
ple on America’s worst day.

Even so-called progressive lands 
have their violent lot to bear.

Japan doesn’t even keep statis-
tics on its low gun crime rate, but 
that didn’t stop disgruntled Japanese 
cultists in 1995 from carrying out a 
nerve gas attack in Tokyo’s subways, 
killing 12 people and injuring thou-
sands more.

Switzerland employs a reverse 

strategy.
The law requires Swiss 

males to own a gun, and a 
popular saying is that folk are 
their own cops. Yet such blind 
trust didn’t stop Swiss schiz-
oid Friedrich Leibacher from 
blowing away 14 people with a 

combat rifle, pistol, and revolvers in 
a parliament building in 2001. 

A ban on assault weapons and sec-
ondary gun markets is definitely a 
step in the right direction, but there 
needs to be a parallel course of action 
against the triggers of our bloodlust, 
including our dependency on the In-
ternet — a virtual abyss distorting 
our reality.

Lanza was apparently a gamer, 
and while not all gamers are maniacs, 
our tech addictions have certainly 
helped to erode the contact skills that 
form the bedrock of humanity.

South Korea — one of the world’s 
most wired nations, with more than 
25,000 cyber cafes open 24 hours a 
day — set a precedent for the new 
phenomenon in 2002, when 24-year-
old Kim Kyung-jae collapsed and died 
after gaming non-stop at an Internet 
cafe for 86 hours.

Guns cannot be blamed for our 
culture of violence when we, our-
selves, are the deadly culprits — lock, 
stock, and barrel.

Gun control can’t curb violence
A BRITISHER’S

VIEW
Shavana Abruzzo
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CARMINE

11. Dr. Conchita Mendoza
12. Dr. Eileen Rassi
13. Dr. Benjamin A. Rosenberg
14. Dr. Joshua Rosenberg
15. Dr. Thazin Saw
16. Dr. Alla Akivis
17. Dr. Richard Crummer
18. Dr. Margaret Donat
19. Dr. Eve Faber
20. Dr. Richard Sadovsky

With 20 of the Brooklyn area’s most recognized doctors, hospitals 
and healthcare providers in our network, CareMore gives you 
access to healthcare experts you already know and trust. Don’t  
wait until it’s too late—make CareMore part of your life today.

 �

Church Care Center 
2412 Church Ave. 
Brooklyn

 �

Ralph Care Center 
2265 Ralph Ave. 
Brooklyn

Learn more about your options!!
The CareMore health delivery system is available exclusively through 
Empire BlueCross BlueShield. Visit a Care Center near you for 
more information, or call to speak with one of our knowledgeable 
representatives and schedule a convenient appointment in your 
home. Explore your options. You may still be eligible to enroll!!

Customer Service 1-888-326-4431, TTY Line 711, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week (except Thanksgiving and Christmas) from October 1 through February 
14, and Monday through Friday (except holidays) from February 15 through September 30. Empire BlueCross BlueShield is a Health plan with a Medicare contract. 
CareMore Care Centers are available exclusively to Medicare beneficiaries who enroll in select Empire BlueCross BlueShield Medicare Advantage plans. A sales person 
will be present with information and applications. For accommodations of persons with special needs at sales meetings call 1-855-407-3391, TTY Line 711.  
 Y0071_13_16391_U_002 CMS Accepted 12/09/2012

Visit us online at: www.getcaremore.com
Or call toll free: 1-855-407-3391  

(TTY users should call: 711) to RSVP 
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., seven days a week.

1. Dr. Teofila Malanum
2. Dr. Herold Simon
3. Dr. Regina Sotnik
4. Dr. Enayatollah Hariri
5. Dr. Chenna Reddy
6. Dr. Shavon Dillon
7. Dr. Christine Kimble
8. Dr. Matthew Lane
9. Dr. Nyo Lwin

10. Dr. Lidiya Markova

Reasons Why CareMore 
is Right for You.20
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I’m madder than the 2,000-year-
old man when he realized that 
his jokes wouldn’t fly with to-

day’s jet-set over the fact that an-
other year has passed and all I’ve 
gotten is an extra candle on my 
birthday cake.

Look, you all know the 
ol’Screecher is no spring chicken, 
and sometimes, while I’m riding 
my trusty steed Tornado down 
86th Street instead of walking, 
you’ll hear me complain to my-
self about the so-called Golden 
Years aren’t so “golden.” In fact, 
they may be the opposite (but I 
don’t know exactly what that is).

Thankfully, whenever I’m 
feeling sorry for myself, I’ve got 
old pals that cheer me up faster 
than my lovely wife Sharon can 
say “Carmine, your old pal Ed 
from Seattle is on the phone.”

Now, I don’t need to tell you 
that me and Ed were on the same 
swim team back when we were 
strapping young men going to 
Brooklyn Tech High School. So 

it’s no surprise he knows how to 
pull on ol’Carmy’s heart strings.

So you wouldn’t be surprised 

to learn that when I read his 
latest dispatch from Seattle, it 
brought a tear to my eye.

It’s about getting older, and 
how we should worry less about 
our age, and just be happy we’re 
able to complain about the price 
of milk. 

Now’s the point in the column 
where I cut and paste from an 
e-mail to make word count, but 
this time I think it’s worth it: 

“As I’ve aged, I’ve become 
kinder to myself, and less critical 
of myself. I have seen too many 
dear friends leave this world too 
soon; before they understood the 
great freedom that comes with 
aging.

“Whose business is it if I 
choose to read or play on the 
computer until 4 am or sleep un-
til noon? I will dance with myself 
to those wonderful tunes of the 
60s and 70s, and if I, at the same 
time, wish to weep over a lost 
love, I will. 

“I will walk the beach in a 

swimsuit that is stretched over 
a bulging body, and will dive 
into the waves with abandon if 
I choose to, despite the pitying 
glances from the jet-set. 

“They, too, will get old. 
“I know I am sometimes for-

getful. But there again, some of 
life is just as well forgotten. And I 
eventually remember the impor-
tant things.

“Sure, over the years my 
heart has been broken. How can 
your heart not break when you 
lose a loved one, or when a child 
suffers, or even when somebody’s 
beloved pet gets hit by a car?

“But broken hearts are what 
give us strength and understand-
ing and compassion. A heart 
never broken is pristine and ster-
ile and will never know the joy of 
being imperfect.

“I am so blessed to have lived 
long enough to have my hair turn-
ing gray, and to have my youth-
ful laughs be forever etched into 
deep grooves on my face. 

“As you get older, it is easier 
to be positive. You care less about 
what other people think. You 
don’t question yourself anymore.

“I’ve even earned the right to 
be wrong. I like being old. It has 
set me free. I like the person I 
have become. 

I understand I am not going to 
live forever, but while I am still 
here, I will not waste time la-
menting what could have been, 
or worrying about what will be. 
And I shall eat dessert every sin-
gle day (if I feel like it). 

“May our friendship never 
come apart especially when it’s 
straight from the heart and trav-
els across the country to remind 
me!”  

Thanks Ed, in these turbulent 
and unbelievable times, I really 
needed these words of comfort-
ing wisdom. 

To and yours, dear reader, I 
wish you a healthy, prosperous 
and a peaceful new year.

Screech at you next year!

Carmine speaks from his pal Ed’s heart!

BIG
SCREECHER
Carmine Santa Maria

Courier-Life CLASSIFIEDS Call 718-260-2555
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BOROBEAT

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
It’s the premiere of the big-

gest blockbuster of the holiday 
fi lm season: Williamsburg’s 
 brand new multiplex .

The much-anticipated Wil-
liamsburg Cinemas made 
its debut on Dec. 19 after 
 prolonged delays in produc-
tion , giving North Brook-
lyn fi lm-goers the ability to 
see Hollywood’s biggest hits 
without hopping on a Man-
hattan-bound L train.

The seven-screen, 1,000-
seat movie hub on the corner 
of Grand Street and Driggs 
Avenue opened its doors and 
screened “The Hobbit” and 
“Life of Pi” in 3D, as well as 
“Lincoln,” beginning at 1 
pm.

The masterminds be-
hind the Williamsburg Cin-
emas couldn’t wait to dim the 
lights. 

“We are pretty excited,” 
said owner Andrew Elgart, 
whose father, Harvey Elgart, 

owns the long-running Cobble 
Hill Cinemas on Court Street 
and Kew Gardens Cinemas in 
Queens. “We’re looking for-
ward to seeing how the neigh-
borhood responds.”

Elgart is expecting good 
reviews.

“I can’t imagine people 
not loving the place,” he 
said. “It’s spacious, there are 
amazing screens, and the 
sound and picture are fantas-
tic.” 

Elgart said the three-story 
theatre, which will screen an 
array of major studio fi lms as 
well as a mix of indie and art 
fl icks, is equipped with a 7.1 
Dolby Digital surround sound 
system, stadium-like plush 
seating, and all the standard 
movie-theatre concession fa-
vorites. 

“It will be a great place to 
watch a movie,” said the fi lm 
man, who added that the sole 
reason he decided to build a 
new cineplex in the neighbor-

hood is because the artsy area 
lacks suffi cient silver screen 
access. 

Williamsburg is home to 
the smaller dinner-and-a-
movie joint the Nitehawk Cin-
ema on Metropolitan Avenue, 
which shows some big hits 
alongside indies and popular 
one-off showings of classics, 

as well as IndieScreen, which 
lives up to its name by show-
ing unique independent fi lms.

Neighborhood movie buffs 
are itching to get into the the-
ater, where adult tickets go for 
$11, matinee tickets cost $8, 
and 3D fl icks carry a $2 sur-
charge.

And they hope the Wil-
liamsburg Cinemas fi ll the 
void left in the community 
when the Commodore The-
atre closed in 2002 and was 
subsequently torn down.

“I’m super excited! I can’t 
wait,” said life-long Williams-
burg resident Luis Alberto, 
who lives on N. Fifth and Roe-
bling streets, just three blocks 
away from the multiplex. “It’s 
nice to have a cinema that’s 
going to play mainstream box-
offi ce fi lms.”

Williamsburg Cinemas 
[217 Grand St. near Driggs 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302–3422, www.wil-
liamsburgcinemas.com].

BLOCKBUSTER DEBUT: Cinema owner Andrew Elgart 
couldn’t wait to open Williamsburg’s new multiplex on 
Dec. 19.  

GRAB A SEAT: Williamsburg Cin-
emas is already attracting movie 
buffs to Grand Street. 
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini

Lights, camera, action!
New movie theater celebrates its debut in Williamsburg

Attention Brooklynites!
There’s a new source for 
news in your neighborhoods:

 
Courier Life Publications — the most powerful name in news from Canarsie 
to Greenpoint — is proud to launch its new website, BrooklynDaily.com, 
featuring fresh news, arts and features from all the neighborhoods that 
matter to you.

Click on BrooklynDaily.com every day for coverage of Brooklyn that is 
faster, better and deeper than any other online publication. Every day, 
you’ll get all the top-notch coverage you’ve come to expect from the Bay 
News, Brooklyn Graphic, Kings Courier, Mill-Marine Courier, Bay Ridge 
Courier and Brooklyn Courier — and more!

BrooklynDaily.com — your one-stop shopping for Brooklyn news.

ONLINE NOW!
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Brooklyn Heights

Bienvenue and willkomen to Investors 
Bank. It just completed its renovation and 
remodel and snipped the ribbon on the new 
space. Members of the Banks’ executive 
team got the chance to have a sneak pre-
view of the sleek new digs. Investors Bank 
offers a full-range of banking products, of-
fering customers loads of support when 
it comes to reaching their financial goals. 
Which, of course, Standing O needs a lot of 
help with. 

So, welcome, we’re glad you are in the 
neighborhood.

Investors Bank [81 Court St. at Livings-
ton Street in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 855–
8500]

Brooklyn Heights

Give a yuk or two
The Brooklyn Autism Center is host-

ing its annual fund-raiser, “Stand-Ups Give 
BAC.” This fifth annual event raises the 
gelt to help support the center’s students. 
And this year the top stand-up comics in 
the country will be on stage making your 
sides split. The laughs begin at Caroline’s 
at 1626 Broadway between 50th and 51st 
streets in Manhattan. Hey, you get to give 
to a great cause and it’s tax deductible, too. 

What a way to start off the new year. Get 
yourself to Caroline’s on Feb. 5. One ticket 
gets you two drinks, too. 

The Brooklyn Autism Center [111 Rem-
sen St. at Court Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 554–1027]

Bay Ridge

Thanks for the wheels
State Sen. 

Marty Golden, 
(R–Bay Ridge) 
has done it 
again. Yup, 
that’s right, 
Standing O 
fans, he’s se-
cured the funds 
to help replace 
the van belong-
ing to the Bay 
Ridge Center 

for Older Adults (that’s BRCOA to you and 
me, but the big Standing O in the sky — my 
editor — hates acronyms!) that was totaled 
in an accident last spring. 

The senator explained why he did the 
mitzvah: “The moment I heard of the ac-
cident, my first thought was to make sure 
that everyone was okay. But then once I 
knew there were no major injuries, my next 
thought turned to how can I help replace 
this.”

So the spending senator secured the 
$65,000 bucks to do it. 

Our pal Marty did have ulterior motives 

though, “This van is for you to go on trips 
and more, but I look forward to being aboard 
for at least the first ride,” he shared. 

Bay Ridge Center for Older Adults [411 
Ovington Ave. at Fourth Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 748–0873] 

Midwood

Art in the making 
Three cheers to these budding artists 

at Edward R. Murrow High School. The 
enterprising and artistic students were rec-

ognized for their outstanding work and ac-
complishments in one of nine disciplines 
across visual, literary, and performing art 
fields. 

The National Young Arts Foundation 
named Vladislav Smolyanskyy, Dylan 
Matthew Moseley, and Alice Kirichenko 
as the YoungArts Merit Award Winner in 
Visual Arts. Their works will be on display 
in the “How Much Do I Owe You?” exhibit 
in the Clock Tower Building at Queens Bor-
ough Plaza in Long Island City. 

The works will be on display through 
March 2013, Thursdays through Mondays 
from 1 to 7 pm. What are you waiting for, 
take the trip.

Edward R. Murrow HS [1600 Avenue L 
and E. 17th Street in Midwood, (718) 258–
9283].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

Park Slope	

Each year, as it has since 1925, New 
York Methodist Hospital holds it 
fund-raiser Red Stocking Soiree, which 
brings in big bucks for worthy causes. 
This year the event had a special pur-
pose — to raise money to aid hospital 
employees who were most severely im-
pacted by Hurricane Sandy.

Some employees still remain dis-
placed, more than a month since Sandy 
hit. 

So, more than 150 guests attended 
the gala and enjoyed the culinary cre-
ations provided by some of the best 
eateries in Park Slope including An-
thony’s on Fourth, Backyard, Bal-
uchi’s, Benchmark, Caramello, Casa 
Ventura, Faros, La Bagel Delight, 
Okeanos, Pinkberry, Piramide, Zi-
to’s Sandwich Shoppe and executive 
chef Jack Wolfe, who routinely pre-

pares delicious delights for hospital 
staffers. 

Even Standing O’s boosting buddy 
Borough President Markowitz was 
on hand. Hey, where there is food, you 
know there is Marty. And you know 
his speechifying was one of the night’s 
high-points. 

While the praise, food, prizes, and 
Marty’s speech were wonderful, what 
really made the night special is that this 
hospital has been a part of this commu-
nity for more than 130 years and “we all 
work to help our patients and their fami-
lies through some very difficult hours,” 
said Mark Mundy president and CEO 
of Methodist.

Then our pal Mark thanked borough 
booster Markowitz for not only attend-
ing, but for sharing his spirit, too. 

New York Methodist Hospital [506 
Sixth St. between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 780–3000].

Downtown

Little virus, big discovery
It takes a tough man to beat a vi-

rus, and Bay Ridge resident Vasily 
Kolchenko, associate professor of 
biological sciences at New York City 
Tech Downtown is a key player in 
beating the little buggers into sub-
mission. His team has made a fantas-
tic breakthrough with enormous po-
tential significance for the treatment 
of serious diseases. 

This is the biggest discovery ever 
(well, except for electricity, which 
keeps Standing O typing), but now, 
thanks to our pal Vasily, it is pos-
sible, for the first time ever, to detect 
the smallest virus particle. 

Until Vasily and his team made 
this discovery, scientists were only 
able to detect objects as small as bac-
teria, and viruses are way smaller 
that that!

When the good doctor uses a 
nano-antenna, really small viruses 
magically appear.

“The idea that light can ‘sense’ 
the presence of nanoparticles and 
respond to their arrival was ground-
breaking,” Vasily explained to Stand-
ing O. “And since all the deadliest vi-
ruses belong to the nano-world, our 
research proved truly innovative and 
its promise is almost unlimited.”

We send out a macro Standing O 
to the nano-busting team.

New York City College of Technol-
ogy [300 Jay St. at Myrtle Avenue in 
Downtown, (718) 260–3000].

In the red: (From left) Philip Lerner, Esq Gabriella Avellino, and Naeem Holms at the Red 
Stocking Soiree hosted by New York Methodist Hospital.�

Swinging soiree for Sandy victims

There’s a remodeled bank in town
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HARBOR WATCH
Nothing in life comes 

easy. For some, it’s getting 
promoted to staff sergeant 
and for others; it’s getting a 
full scholarship to one of the 
most prestigious Ivy League 
schools in the world. 

Luckily for Staff Sgt. 
Katherine Lamb, she was 
able to achieve both.

Lamb, knowledge opera-
tions manager at the Naval 
Consolidated Brig at JB 
Charleston, will be pursu-
ing a doctorate in chemistry 
from Harvard in the fall of 
2013 after completing a suc-
cessful six-year enlistment.

Fellow Airmen say Lamb 
is revered throughout the 
Brig for her intelligence, yet 
she remains modest. Insist-
ing on not bringing atten-
tion to herself, she spends 
most of her time learning 
about others, while encour-
aging and helping them pur-
sue their education. 

“Sergeant Lamb’s vi-
brant and friendly person-
ality can light up an entire 
room,” said Master Sgt. Ed-
ward Phillips, Naval Con-
solidated Brig-Charleston 
Air Force superintendent. 
“She is just a very positive 
and outgoing person.”

Lamb said she learned 
the importance of education 
in Puerto Rico, where she 
was born. Her parents are 
an example of the American 
dream. Born into poverty, 
they moved to America 
seeking a better life when 
Lamb was 9. Her mother 
went on to become a college 
professor, while her father 
works for NASA. 

“My parents used to tell 
me, it doesn’t matter if you 
have money,” said Lamb. 
“You could lose money; you 
can never lose an educa-
tion.”

It was a message she took 
to heart.

Lamb is already famil-
iar with the New England 
area. Years ago, she took 
her parents’ advice and re-
ceived her master’s degree 
from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in 
Cambridge. 

After graduating from 
MIT, she felt a sense of pride 
and patriotism toward the 
country that offered her so 
many opportunities. She 
surprised her friends and 
family by enlisting into the 
U.S. Air Force, not as an of-
fi cer, but as an enlisted Air-
man.

“Everyone wonders, 
‘why didn’t you become an 
offi cer?’ ” said Lamb. “Well, 
life isn’t about money. I was 
aware of offi cer programs, 
but for me, serving my coun-
try was enough reason to 
join. That’s why I did, and it 
was one of the best decisions 

I’ve ever made. The enlisted 
men and women I’ve served 
with continue to do amaz-
ing things every day. “

For Lamb, being able to 
serve her country and build 
relationships in the Air 
Force has been as benefi cial 
as any college classroom. 

“The Air Force is one 
team,” said Lamb. “College 
lifestyle (especially an Ivy 
League caliber institution), 
is very competitive — peo-
ple are constantly thinking 
about what’s best for them-
selves. It’s just the nature of 
how challenging those pro-
grams can be. But in the Air 
Force, although still chal-
lenging, I’ve learned how 
valuable teamwork is and 
I’ll always carry those les-
sons with me.”

Lamb gives back to the 
military every day by tutor-
ing, mentoring, and educat-
ing people throughout her 
squadron. 

“She’s constantly mak-
ing sure I’m taking college 
classes,” said Marine Chief 
Warrant Offi cer John No-
lan, Naval Consolidated 
Brig-Charleston security 
offi cer. “She inspires every-
one to better themselves.”

According to Lamb, it 
doesn’t matter if she is test-
ing for staff sergeant or ap-
plying to Harvard, hard 
work is the key to success. 
Every test she successfully 
passed, although to others 
seemed easy for her, came 
from hours of studying.

“Enlisted Airmen are vi-
tal to the success of the Air 
Force mission,” said Lamb. 
“Education is an essential 
tool for that success. So, 
when I see so many people 
bettering themselves by go-
ing to school, I think their 
stories are as compelling as 
mine. I’m just lucky to have 
such amazing and support-
ive people in my life.”

HARBOR WATCH
Country music star 

Kellie Pickler and other 
celebrity entertainers 
brought a little Christ-
mas Cheer to servicmen 
deployed in Afghanistan 
as part of the USO Holiday 
Show tour on Dec. 15. 

The USO troupe also 
has entertained service 
members aboard the air-
craft carrier USS John C. 
Stennis and at the Transit 
Center at Manas, Kyrgyz-
stan.

Pickler — an Albe-
marle, N.C., native — is 
traveling on her sixth 
USO tour and she’s keenly 
aware of the diffi culties 
troops and their families 
endure during the holiday 
season.

“It’s always different 
coming here this time 
of the year,” she said. 
“[During] the holidays — 
Thanksgiving has already 
passed — everyone wants 
to be home with their fam-
ilies and loved ones.

“Then, Christmas is 
right around the corner,” 
Pickler continued. “It’s a 
hard time for all of you.”

The country music 

singer and former “Amer-
ican Idol” contestant said 
she enjoys touring with 
the USO and has done so 
for quite some time.

“I love it,” Pickler said. 
“My very fi rst trip was in 
[2007] … and it’s by far the 
most life-changing thing 
I’ve ever been a part of.”

Pickler performed with 
her husband, Kyle Jacobs, 
and with David Michael 
Baker, who provided the 
musical backdrop for her 
vocal performances.

“We look forward to 
doing shows, but I think 
that the small intimate 
moments — just having 
breakfast together, lunch 
together, dinner together 
… [are] where we can just 
sit, talk, and listen to one 
another,” Pickler said.

The singer, who said 
she comes from a military 
family, “gets” how hard it 
is for troops being away 
from their loved ones.

“I know it’s just as hard 
for your families back 
home, so they’re making a 
sacrifi ce as well,” Pickler 
said.

Pickler said she always 

Scholarship awarded for sailor to study chemistry at Harvard

Continued on Page 32

PEACE OUT: Country singing sensation Kellie Pickler dons 
combat gear during a USO holiday tour in Kyrgyzstan on Dec. 
15. Photo by Army Sgt. Tyrone Marshall

SMILE: Staff Sgt. Katherine Lamb is Harvard bound to pursue her doctorate degree in chemistry. 
 Photo by Airman fi rst Class Tom Brading

‘American Idol’ 
delivers cheer

Staff Sgt. is Ivy bound
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HARBOR WATCH
Thousands of wreaths 

were placed at grave mark-
ers in Arlington National 
Cemetery on Dec. 15 by 
thousands of volunteers  
as part of the  “Wreaths 
Across America” tribute. 
One of the  volunteers, 
Sheila Patton, who lost her 
son, Army Staff Sgt. James 
Patton, traveled from as far 
away as Fort Cambpell, Ky., 
to participate.

Patton came with 
her daughter and sta-
tioned they themselves 
at the grave of  her son, 
23-year-old Jimmy, who 
lost his life in Iraq in 2010.
 Patton felt a special call-
ing, she said, to participate 
in the largest single venue 
of the nationwide “Wreaths 
Across America” tribute.

“This was something 
very important to me,” she 
said. “I really wanted to 
be here, to be a part of all 
this, and to be able to honor 
Jimmy and all the others 
who are buried here.”

The more than 25,000 
volunteers converged in the 
early hours and laid an es-
timated 110,000 balsam fi r 
wreaths, each adorned with 
a festive red bow.

“It’s amazing to see all 
this,” Patton said. “It’s re-

ally inspiring to see all 
these volunteers come out 
and [to] realize how much 
they care.”

This year’s turnout 
was the largest since the 
annual “Wreaths Across 
America” tradition started 
in 1992. Morrill Worcester, 
president of the Worcester 
Wreath Company from Har-
rington, Maine, began do-
nating holiday wreaths to 
decorate veterans’ graves. 
The gesture caught on like 
wildfi re, expanding every 
year to more military cem-
eteries nationwide.

At Arlington, the larg-
est venue, a convoy of 34 
trucks traveled from Maine 
to transport the donated 
wreaths.

Worcester and his wife, 
Karen, recognized a mile-
stone in the “Wreaths 
Across America” effort as 
he presented the 1 millionth 
wreath since the program’s 
inception to a Gold Star 
family and wounded war-
rior.

Mary Byers and her hus-
band, Lloyd, who lost their 
son, Army Capt. Joshua 
Byers, in Iraq in 2003, and 
Army Sgt. Justin Lansford, 
wounded in Afghanistan 
this past spring, placed the 
wreath at the grave of Wil- bur Trevant, a Vietnam vet-

eran who died in April.
Looking out over the sea 

of volunteers as they gath-
ered for opening ceremo-
nies at Arlington National 
Cemetery’s Amphitheater, 
Karen Worcester chal-
lenged them to live up to the 
spirit refl ected in Byers’s 
last words as he told his fel-
low soldiers to “keep mov-

ing forward.”
Worcester spoke about 

the deadly shooting in Con-
necticut the previous day 
and called on the group to 
take inspiration from By-
ers and the others buried at 
Arlington as they deal with 
life’s challenges.

“We need to take some 
advice from Josh and ‘keep 
moving forward’ with what 

they’ve taught us,” she said. 
“And we need to teach our 
kids about the character of 
America, which is to take 
care of each other. By tak-
ing care of each other we 
take care of our country 
and share the lesson that 
our heroes have taught us.”

Among the hundreds 
of school, church, commu-
nity and veterans groups 

participating in this year’s 
“Wreaths Across America” 
were men and women in 
uniform, many of whom 
placed wreaths at the graves 
of friends killed in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

Marine Gunnery Sgt. 
Brian Evans, assigned to 
the Combat Service Sup-
port Company at The Ba-
sic School at Marine Corps 
Base Quantico, Va., said he 
felt moved to see so many 
people take time out of their 
busy holiday schedules to 
honor the fallen.

“This is a chance to rec-
ognize and show others we 
remember those that went 
before,” he said. “And it re-
ally does show that the ma-
jority of the public still re-
members and appreciates 
what we do.”

“You know the public 
appreciates what you do 
and when you see all this, 
it proves that they really do 
care,” echoed Navy Petty 
Offi cer 2nd Class Andrew 
Boehmer from the Wounded 
Warrior Regiment at Ma-
rine Corps Base Quantico, 
Va.

Air Force Staff Sgt. Do-
minique Purvis, among 
about 50 members of the 
579th Medical Group based 
at Joint Base Anacostia-
Bolling, Washington, who 
journeyed to Arlington to 
participate in the tribute, 
struggled for words to de-
scribe her emotions.

“It’s a beautiful, beauti-
ful thing,” she said. “You 
just can’t really understand 
this kind of outpouring un-
til you see it for yourself. 
It’s overwhelming.”

Wreaths Across America again pays tribute to service men and women at Arlington

RIP: Sheila Patton, mother of Army Staff Sgt. James Patton, who was killed in Iraq, participated in a 
wreath-laying ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery on Dec. 15.  Photo by William Miles

Volunteers remember fallen veterans

WE WANT YOU TO SMILE!

Bensonhurst  
General Dentistry

Dr. Mark Herzog & Associates
8421 Bay Parkway Brooklyn, N.Y. 11214

(718) 259-1110
Participant with United Concordia 

Tricare ADDP and MetLife TDP  
Treating both Dependants and Active Duty Personnel

Day, Evening & Saturday Hours

Family Dentistry
By Appointment

www.drmarkherzog.com
 MC/VISA AMEX DISCOVER

looks forward to USO trips.
“I always take a little 

something from each place 
when we go to each base,” 
she said. “I always have a 
little special memory that 
I cherish and I never forget 
about it.”

She said the USO tour’s 
visit to a hospital was one 
example of those special 
moments.

“We were able to go to the 
hospital and try to take a lit-
tle piece of home in there,” 
she said. “[And] that’s our 
goal coming out here. We 
just want to bring a little 
piece of home to you all.”

Pickler was accompa-
nied on the tour by Wash-
ington Nationals Major 
League Baseball players 
Ross Detwiler and Craig 
Stammen; Matt Hendricks 
from the National Hockey 
League’s Washington Capi-
tals; comedian Iliza Schle-

singer, winner of NBC’s 
Last Comic Standing.

Sloan D. Gibson, presi-
dent of the USO, and Shane 
Hudella, of “Defending the 
Blue Line,” an organization 
that donates hockey equip-
ment to military families, 
also joined the celebrities.

Pickler praised U.S. 
troops and their families 
for their sacrifi ces, and 
wished them all happy holi-
days as she joined Dempsey 
in serenading the troops 
with Bing Crosby’s “A 

White Christmas.”
“I just want to say 

thanks so much for all that 
you do,” she said. “Thank 
you to your families — we 
know that they make a huge 
sacrifi ce.”

“This time of the year is 
really hard so I hope that 
you know that we love you,” 
Picker said. “The USO, all 
of us, we are praying for a 
safe return home for you 
all. We wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.”

Continued from page 31

USO
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How can 155, 886 
households in 

Brooklyn help your 
business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper and Caribbean 
Life, have been an important part of the Brooklyn advertising land-
scape for decades. Our weekly newspapers let you target a specific 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with your advertising 
message. And with the borough’s largest household coverage, that’s a 
lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s Queens, Bronx 
and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional who can help 
you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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END THE YEAR WITH A BOOM
The definitive guide to watching fireworks

Grand display: Celebrate the end 
of the year with a night sky full of 
light, with plenty of spots to see 
fireworks from Brooklyn Heights to 
Prospect Park to Red Hook. 
 File photo.

By Hannah Palmer Egan

Start the new year off with a public display of explosions! 
If you’re turning to us for New Year’s Eve fireworks 

tips, you probably already know not to join the huddled 
masses in Times Square. Here are the best places in Brooklyn 
for rocket-fueled delights — and best of all, they’re free! 

Grand Army Plaza Fireworks: Get cozy in the cold at 
Brooklyn’s historic plaza around 11 pm for an explosive display 
sponsored by Borough President Markowitz. In addition to fire-
works, enjoy the snacks, warm drinks, and live music.

For a quieter spot, you can enjoy Grand Army Plaza’s 
show from within Prospect Park on the West Drive, and along 
Prospect Park West between Grand Army Plaza and Ninth 
Street. Bring lots of blankets and a thermos of hot chocolate. 

(Plaza Street West and Flatbush Avenue).

Statue of Liberty Fireworks: Despite continued closure 
of Liberty Island post-Sandy, mean-green Lady Liberty will 
put her best foot forward to kick off 2013 with one of the city’s 
largest pyrotechnic displays. Watch the celebration from any of 
the panoramic perches below: 

The Brooklyn Promenade: Cozy up on a bench and take in 
the Manhattan view as you wait for the fireworks to start from 
this iconic pedestrian path in Brooklyn Heights.

(Columbia Heights at Middagh Street).
Brooklyn Bridge Park: Anywhere along the waterfront 

southwest of Brooklyn Bridge will allow a solid view the Statue 
of Liberty fireworks show. The park closes at 1 am. 

(Water and Furman streets, in DUMBO). 
Squib Park Footbridge: The  new foot bridge  connecting 

Brooklyn Heights to Brooklyn Bridge Park is slated to open 

by New Year’s, offering uninterrupted views of the Statue of 
Liberty and New York Harbor. 

(Middagh Street between Columbia Heights & Furman 
Street).

The Brooklyn Bridge: The crest of the bridge offers a great 
view of the New York Harbor and since there is sure to be 
a crowd, it’s an excellent place to ring in the new year with 
friends and strangers alike. 

(Entrance on Tillary Street and Boerum Place).
Erie Basin Park: This waterfront locale beside IKEA will 

give you a front-row seat to New Year’s Eve firework action and 
is perhaps the closest place to catch the Liberty Island Firework 
display without departing Brooklyn. 

(Beard and Dwight streets., in Red Hook. Park is on the 
waterfront behind the IKEA store).

WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  
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By Hannah Palmer Egan

Whether you’re looking to lube 
up with some liquid love at a 
local watering hole, catch some 

live entertainment, dance your pants off 
or eat your heart out on Brooklyn’s finest 
cuisine, this borough’s ready to dish up a 
good time on the year’s most important 
party evening. 

Here’s the best of what the county of 
Kings has to offer on New Year’s Eve: 

Party and a show
Black & White & Masked All Over: 

Drawing inspiration from Truman Capote’s 
1966 Black and White Ball, Gemini & 
Scorpio invite you to kick off the new 
year incognito at Fort Greene’s Irondale 
Center. Sneak a kiss with a mysterious 
masked stranger as you enjoy live enter-
tainment by aerialists Seanna Sharpe and 
Sara Zepezauer, as well as burlesque acts 
and impossibly sensuous acrobatics from 
Kinetic Architecture. Dance to a 13-piece 
circus orchestra and enjoy hand-crafted 
absinthe, a photo booth and psychic tales 
from the future. Attractions aside, Gemini 
& Scorpio offer quite possibly, the best 
people-watching in Brooklyn. 

Black & White Masked Ball at Irondale 
Center (85 S. Oxford St. between Lafayette 
Avenue and Fulton Street in Fort Greene, 
www.geminiandscorpio.com). 9 pm–5 am, 
$50–$60.

Oui, merci: Drink a Hemingway and 
chat with the ghost of Gertrude Stein at 
Galapagos’s 1920s Paris-themed cabaret. 
Enjoy bewitching burlesque, tantalizing 
trapeze, and aerial acts, then dance the 
night away after performances. Top-shelf 
open bar until 1 am. 

Paris 1920s Floating Kabarette at 
Galapagos Art Space [16 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO (718) 222–8500, www.
galapagosartspace.com]. 10 pm, $150.

Post-apocalyptic: With performances 
by Floasis crew, Doc Adventcha and Giant 
Squid, Swimming Cities and Gowanus 
Ballroom’s “First Party Ever” celebrates 
the re-setting of the cosmic clock. Get 
brassy with Stumblebum Brass Band and 
dance to DJ sets throughout. Proceeds ben-
efit Sandy recovery at Serret Metal Works 
and the Boatel, that floating overnight 
masterpiece in Far Rockaway. 

The First Party Ever at Gowanus 
Ballroom [55 Ninth St. near Smith Street 
in Gowanus, (347) 460–2687, firstpartyev-
er.brownpapertickets.com]. 9 pm–6 am, 
$15–20.

Delirious dance parties
A bangin’ good time: Yeasayer head-

lines BangOn!NYC’s Brooklyn fete with a 
DJ set amid a packed lineup of spinners. 

New Year’s Eve 2013–Rebirth in 
Bushwick, near Montrose L station (exact 
address revealed upon ticket purchase, 
bangon-nyc.com). 9 pm–6 am, $50.

The future is now: Headlined by 
London-based Amirali, Evolve is a bionic 
bash in a former trolley-repair shop fea-
tures sets from over 15 DJs — and surface-
mapped, 3D projections, and cosmic art-
environments.

Evolve: The Future in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, near Kingston-Throop C 
station (exact address to be announced, 
www.experienceevolve.com). 9 pm–6 am, 
$75-165. 

Otherworldly creatures: With Moby 
spinning a rare DJ set, Unicorn Meat’s 
night of funky festivities promises circus 
performances and large-scale, participa-
tory art installations. 

Unicorn Meat’s the Wander: A 
Cosmopolitan Experience in Williamsburg 
near Bedford L station (exact address to be 
announced, www.unicornmeatnyc.com); 9 
pm–6 am, $90-$150.

Wine and dine
Open ReBar: Catch the annual New 

Year’s Eve party that offers a six-hour, 
fully open bar (yes, the good stuff), dinner 
and dessert buffets, live music, and an in-
house screening of the Times Square Ball 
Drop at reRun. Brave the cold for a walk to 
nearby Brooklyn Bridge Park to catch mid-
night fireworks over New York Harbor. 

ReBar [147 Front St., near Jay Street, in 
DUMBO, (718) 766–9110, rebarnyc.com]. 
9 pm–3 am, $119-150. 

Turn up the romance: Impress your 
beloved with an intimate dinner at one of 
Brooklyn’s best date restaurants. Vinegar 
Hill House’s four-course prix fixe menu 
offers a classic French feast with optional 
wine pairings. Early seating is 6:30-8:15 
pm at $80–$120, and late seating is 8:45–
10:30 pm at $100–$140 and includes a 
midnight champagne toast. 

Vinegar Hill House [72 Hudson Ave. 
near Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 522-
1018, www.vinegarhillhouse.com). 

Group hang-out: Hotspot Roman’s is 
offering parties of six or more a rare 
chance to reserve a table. Although the 
menu will retain its regular, a la carte for-
mat, New Year’s Eve will bring especially 
elegant fare (including oysters) and family-
style options for sharing. 

Roman’s [243 Dekalb Ave. near 
Clermont Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
622–5300, romansnyc.com]. 

Finally, the holidays are here and you have time to read 
a good book — without taking the subway.

Settle in at home — or on the plane, the traveling 
never ends — and crack open some fantastic fiction, some 
meaty non-fiction, a beautiful graphic novel, or a spunky 
story for your little one. 

Beloved Brooklyn bookstores Greenlight in Fort Greene 
and WORD bookstore in Greenpoint gave us their favorite 
reads this year. 

Big Mean Mike, Michelle Knudsen: If 
you’re looking for a book for the little one 
in your life, this story of a big burly dog 
and some cute fuzzy bunnies is a sure 
bet. (Word) 

Building Stories, Chris 
Ware: Within this colorful keepsake box 
the purchaser will find a fully-apportioned 
variety of reading material ready to address 
the crushing sense of life wasted — presented 
beautifully. (Greenlight)

Far From the Tree, Andrew Solomon: 
Elegantly reported by a spectacularly original 
thinker, this book about raising exceptional 
children explores themes of generosity, accep-
tance, and tolerance. (Greenlight)

Laura Lamont’s Life in Pictures, Emma 
Straub: This tale of Hollywood captured is 
a staff and customer favorite. It’s a beautiful 
story of a full life, pitfalls and triumphs and 
all. (Word)

NW, Zadie Smith: Brooklynites love Smith, 
and her new novel is a brilliant take on both 
city life and on the ways we form our identi-
ties. (Word and Greenlight)

Quiet, Susan Cain: Passionately 
argued, impressively researched, and filled 
with indelible stories of real people, “Quiet” 
shows how dramatically we undervalue intro-
verts, and how much we lose in doing so.
(Greenlight)

 
This Is How You Lose Her, Junot Diaz: It 
was no surprise that Diaz’s new short story 
collection was an instant success — his writ-
ing is engaging, funny, and incredibly moving. 
(Word and Greenlight)

Wonder, RJ Palacio: Both adults and kids 
have been crazy for Palacio’s debut, and crit-
ics of children’s book call it the break-out 
book of the year. (Word)

Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St., 
at South Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–
0200, greenlightbookstore.com] and Word Bookstore [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
www.wordbrooklyn.com]. 

Where to dance and drink during the countdown

SAY HELLO TO
THE YEAR’S END

Brooklyn’s 
never-ending 

stories

Going all out: This year’s festivities include a Truman Capote themed costume party, a Paris-themed cabaret, 
and a post-apocalyptic brass band!  Photos by Jena Cumbo
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Acclaimed chef 
Russell Tittland proudly presents

NEW YEAR’S EVE  at

RESTAURANT – BAR

THREE COURSE COMPLETE
$60 per person includes glass of Champagne

Two hour seatings from 4:30pm until 8:30pm

CHOICE OF STARTER

CHOICE OF MAIN COURSE

CHOICE OF DESSERT

Call for reservations: 347-497-5152

Kitchen open January 7: College Football ChampionshipPLUS

NEW 
LOCATION

Ring in the New Year at

Open Christmas Day
168 W 4th St. 

New York, NY 10014
212.242.6480

Closed Christmas Day 
114 Bay Ridge Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11220
718.833.8865 www.pepesrestaurants.com

Reserve
Today
For
Christmas 
Eve
Dinner
4 Course Menu
& Beverage

$45 p.p.

Call 
For 

Reservations

 

Schnitzel Haus

LUNCH
DINNER

PRIVATE PARTIES

Our Party Plans! 
RING IN 2013

WITH THE URBAN FAMILY

New Years Eve
Special

                 2 Hour Dinner & Open Bar-$40 pp

                  3 Hour Dinner & Open Bar-$60 pp
Seatings start at 10pm

OPEN BAR INCLUDES DRAFT BEER, WINE AND RACK LIQUOR

RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED
Ala Carte dinner available all night till midnight

Brooklyns 
Only 

Authentic 
German 
Cuisine

With Over 40 German & Belgian Beers
Come join us along with RADIO DAZE & The FDNY -

Saturday, December 22 @ 10pm
For Sandy’s Children - Toys for Tots - Fundraiser

Please bring a toy to the event

Champagne
Toast

For All
At

Midnight
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Here are the most delicious dishes made in Brooklyn
BEST BITES OF 2012

By Eric Dryden
1. Ava Luna

These art rockers cram 
their tunes with buckets of 
disco and soul. Think Dirty 
Projectors meets Otis Redding 
and Donna Sommers. Singer 
Carlos Hernandez bravely 
leads the band on guitar, synth, 
and vocals. He’s supported by the lovely voices of Becca 
Kaufman, who also plays guitar, and Felicia Douglass, who 
also plays synthesizer. Their live performances showcase the 
group’s fantastic chemistry and musicianship.  Look for them  
to blow up after their tour in the beginning of 2013. 

2. Lily and the Parlour Tricks
A sauntering trio of 

female vocalists fronts  Lily 
and the Parlour Tricks , lead 
by the intoxicating Lily 
Claire. The band’s perfor-
mance often suggests a 
night in a New Orleans gin 
joint, but with some fierce, 
distorted guitar work, which makes their sound so dynamic. 
They demonstrate that range in an incredible live mashup of 
Black Sabbath’s “War Pigs,” Missy Elliot’s “The Rain,” and 
Nine Inch Nails “Closer” that is not to be missed. 

3. Bear Hands
This band filled the 

Williamsburg venue Glasslands 
recently and blew the place 
out. Lead vocalist and guitar-
ist Dylan Rau has a distinct, 
lashing vocal delivery, which 
compliments the band’s fierce, 
yet danceable, music. It’s always fun to watch a band that’s 
been working for a few years and is really hitting their stride. 
They play Brooklyn shows frequently so be sure to  find them  
before those ticket prices go up. 

4. Little Green Cars
All the way from Ireland, the 

group recently signed a record 
deal with Glassnote records, 
which also represents Mumford 
and Sons. While there are defi-
nitely shared qualities between 
the bands in terms of vocal har-
monizing and constructing anthemic songs,  Little Green 
Cars ’ sound is more electric and modern. Their single “The 
John Wayne” is one of the best songs of 2012 and will have 
people singing along in offices and car rides for years to 
come. 

5. Dent May 
Dent May is a funky, synth 

rock band that wowed music 
fans in an unbelievably loud 
show in the basement of the 
Cake Shop. They are an unas-
suming group, letting their 
talent do the talking. Strong, 
mobilizing bass rhythms and 
drums allow the guitarist and namesake,  Dent May , do the 
work he can do with cooing vocals and wandering guitar work. 
Hopefully they come back to Brooklyn soon — noted music 
writers are already offering up their couches.

Watch them go! 
Don’t miss these 
bands next year

By Will Levitt

Whether standing, sitting, or eating on the go, after a year 
of living in Brooklyn, most borough residents can boast 
that they’ve eaten everything under the sun. 

In case the blur of food has left you in a daze, here’s the most 
delectable dishes of 2012:

1. The Scuttlebutt Sandwich at 
Saltie, Williamsburg 

You start smil-
ing as soon as 
you order this 
sandwich. “I’ll 
have a Scuttlebutt 
for here, please” 
— it’s fun to say. 
You’ll keep smil-
ing as you wait for 
your sandwich in 
the adorable bite-
sized shop, outfit-
ted with nautical 
gear and staffed by a friendly, eager-to-please staff. But you’ll have 
to smile and chew at the same time once your Scuttlebutt arrives 
and you take a bite. Sandwiched between two homemade slices of 
meaty Italian focaccia, the Scuttlebutt carries olives, capers, herbs, 
pickles, feta, hard-boiled egg and a slathering of fabulous aioli. 
Bright, balanced and briny, it’s one happy sandwich. 

[378 Metropolitan Ave. at Havemeyer Street, in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–4777, www.saltieny.com].

2. The Finocchio Flower Power 
Pizza at Krescendo, Boerum Hill

Though she 
rose to fame as 
a pastry chef, 
Elizabeth Falkner 
has made a name 
for herself and 
her restaurant 
Krescendo with 
the Finocchio Flower Power. Falkner, who won the 2012 Naples 
World Pizza Cup, is bound to gain a legion of adoring fans thanks 
to the pie, which is topped with panna, provolone, braised fennel, 
fennel fronds, fennel sausage, fennel pollan, and fiori di finnochio. 
It’s a celebration of fennel in all its forms, but with a light, flavorful 
dough charred just right in their wood-burning oven, it’s really a 
celebration of pizza in its highest form. 

[364 Atlantic Ave. between Hoyt and Bond streets in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 330–0888, www.krescendobrooklyn.com].

 

3. The Miso Ramen at Naruto 
Ramen, Park Slope 

It’s well known that 
not all ramen is creat-
ed equal. Park Slope’s 
crowded ramen joint 
Naruto Ramen serves 
big bowls of the good 
stuff that wont break the 
bank like Momofuku 
Noodle Bar or some of 
the other trendier spots 
in town. 

My favorite at Naruto is the miso variety, which adds depth to 
an already flavorful soup stock. Atop the soup and chewy ramen 
noodles sits a fish cake, roast pork, boiled egg, radish, and scallions 
and nori. For $9 (they have great deals Tuesday–Thursday as well), 
this might be some of the best ramen in town. 

[276 Fifth Ave. between Garfield Place and Second Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 832–1111, www.narutoterakawa.com].

4. The Onion Quiche at Ovenly, 
Greenpoint

It has been said that 
if eggs were as rare as 
truffles, they would be 
even more valuable. 
The lovely Ovenly in 
Greenpoint, an oasis 
of baked goods quietly 
placed along the indus-
trial Greenpoint water-
front, proves this saying 
true. While the tiny out-
post is better known for 
some of the city’s best 
oven-made sweets, the 
savory items stack up 
too. The onion quiche 
sitting on the counter 
always catches my eye, 
and proves itself a per-
fect treatment of the 
delicate egg. It has rich, 
creamy eggs baked into 
a light, flavorful quiche. 
No easy feat, but Ovenly bakes magic every time.

[31 Greenpoint Ave. at West Street, in Greenpoint, (347) 
689–3608, www.oven.ly].

5. The Agnolotti, Hunter’s, Smith 
Street 

Agnolotti, the folded ravioli hailing from the Piedmont region 
of Italy, are not easy to come by in the States. Particularly hard to 
come by are the agnolotti that stand up to their Italian-made cous-
ins. But at Hunter’s Brooklyn in Cobble Hill, the tiny morsels are 
prepared with winter squash, sage, pumpkin seeds and Brussels 
sprouts — and they recall Northern Italy in every bite. Warm, 
buttery, and comforting, this dish is an escape to Italy right on 
Smith Street. 

[213 Smith St. between Baltic and Butler streets in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 246–2221, www.huntersbrooklyn.com].
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

(Across from UA Movies)

*Other Sizes Available from 1 1/2 to 4 lbs ea. @ 8.99 lb.

LOBSTERS
JORDAN’S

3 $30F
O
R

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH*

STEAMED MARKET 
ONLY

 
CLAMS TOO

JORDAN’S CLAM BAR

EXP 
1/2/13

$2000
+TAX

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
1/2/13

SPECIAL THANKS TO JOHN MANZOLA FOR
HELPING US RE-OPEN AFTER THE STORM

7308 - 3rd Ave.  Bay Ridge
718-833-8818/718-833-8878

H A
R  U

Sushi & Asian Cuisine
Hibachi

FREE Rainbow Roll or 
Dragon Roll 

- with purchase of $40

Ask about our

“SUSHI PARTY” to go Menu!

www.haruginger.com      Specializing in Hibachi, Sushi, Shashimi

FREE Delivery (min. order $8)

LUNCH DINNER Open 7 Days

   Winter

Special15% OFF DINNER
DINE IN ONLY WITH THIS AD GREENHOUSE CAFE

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sun. Nights

New Years Eve Celebration
Choice of Appetizer

Lasagna Bolognese  Stuffed Mushrooms  Soup Du Jour 

Fried Calamari   Grand House Salad  Caesar Salad

Choice of Entrée
Roast Loin Of Pork

Served with Baconkraut, & Dark Beer Gravy
Broiled Salmon

With Champagne Dill Sauce
Chicken Francaise

Egg Battered Sautéed with White Wine Lemon Butter Sauce
Grilled Boneless Shell Steak

Topped With Herb Butter or Au Poivre Sauce 
Chicken Kiev

Stuffed with Fresh Mozzarella, Garlic & Herb Butter, Breaded,
Baked and Topped with Wild Mushroom, Sherry Sauce

Shrimp Scampi
Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter

All Entrees Served with Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetables

Choice of Desserts
Chocolate Mousse  Assorted Ice Cream  Cheesecake 

Tiramisu  Brownie Overload  Apple Strudel 

COFFEE  TEA

MIDNIGHT PARTY
10.00 pm till 1am
OPEN BAR

Ring in the New Year
w/ DJ DAVE

Dancing
Hats and Noisemakers

Champagne Toast 

$85.00 + Tax & Tip

NEW YEARS DAY
JANUARY 1ST, 2013
Brunch, 11 am - 2 pm

Unlimited Mimosas

Appetizer/Entrée/Dessert

Coffee/Tea 
$25.00 + Tax & Tip

“DINNER” 3 pm - 8 pm

$25p.p. + Tax & Tip

Choice of Appetizer
Fresh Fruit Plate

Garden Greens Salad 

Soup Du Jour 

Choice of Entrée
French Toast with Ham, Bacon, and Sausage

Eggs Benedict, English Muffin with Canadian Bacon, Poached Eggs 

And Hollandaise Sauce Served with French or Home Fries

Eggs Benedict Arnold, English Muffin with Grilled Salmon, Poached Eggs 

And Hollandaise Sauce Served with French Fries or Home Fries 

Quiche: Broccoli, Spinach or Lorraine, Served with House Garden Greens 

Grilled Chicken with Caesar Salad and French Fries

Fluffy Scrambled Eggs with Ham, Bacon and Sausage 

Served With French Fries or Home Fries 

Choice of Desserts
Brownie  Cheesecake 

Apple Strudel 

Assorted Ice Cream

TWO-HOUR SEATING: 11 am / 12 pm  1 pm / 2 pm

New Years Day Dinner 3 pm - 8 pm
COMPLETE $26 DINNER MENU

Ala Carte Dinner Menu Also Available

New Years Day Brunch

Beverages
COFFEE TEA  MILK

Reservations Suggested

“UNLIMITED 
MIMOSA’S”

917-379 -9388 Thursday 12/27-MAX from out of the blue@7pm
Friday 12/28—Windsor Terrors@10pm
Saturday 12/29-Heading South@10pm

Sunday 12/30-LePore, Cassone, Matt D’Emic

7717 3rd  Valet Parking

LUNCH  DINNER  BRUNCH
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WE ARE BACK 
AND READY TO 

SERVE YOU!!

The Finest Greek Cuisine in an Elegant Setting

Ask About 

Our  Holiday 

Specials

2003 Emmons Avenue
Brooklyn, NY

718.332.6064

La Trattoria
Ristorante Italiano

Appetizers

Pasta Choices

 

Side Dishes

 

Desserts

 Entrees

 

Above Dishes served with  
Potato and Vegetable

Coffee

TeaTeaeaaaaT

Make your 

New Years Eve 

Reservations 

Now

AppetizersA pApAppepA ppAppe sse rsrs Entreeseesessssreeeeseeeseretrtr sesere sEnnt

NEW YEARS EVE MENU
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Unique Waterfront Dining

 Authentic Italian Cuisine Inspired By The Sea

 Upscale, Casual Atmosphere On The Bay 

 Wood-Fired, Brick Oven Specialties

2902 Emmons Ave.  Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn
On-Premises Parking

www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

Celebrate The Holidays With Il Fornetto

Pre Ball Drop Dinner
Three course prix fi xe menu

$3695
 per person

A La Carte menu also available

Complimentary Midnight Toast for all Diners 
Ringing in the New Year at il Fornetto 

Reservations recommended

New Year’s Eve Extravaganza
Includes Full Open Bar, Party Favors, 
Live DJ and Dancing, Midnight Toast,
Four Course Menu (Rack of Lamb, 
Grilled Swordfi sh, Fillet Mignon)

$100 per person 

Book early as seating is limited

New Year’s Eve New Year’s Day
Serving a three course 

prix fi xe menu

$2695
 per person

A La Carte menu also available

Open at 1 pm
Reservations recommended

Call now to reserve

718.332.8494

JORDAN’S LOBSTER DOCK
• HOLIDAY HOURS •

THURS 12/20 5 AM –  7 PM

FRI 12/21 5 AM –  7 PM

SAT 12/22 5 AM –  7 PM

SUN 12/23 5 AM –  7 PM

MON 12/24 5 AM –  7 PM

TUES 12/25 CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

CHRISTMAS / RETAIL MARKET

NEW YEAR’S / RETAIL MARKET

FRI 12/28 5 AM – 7 PM

SAT 12/29 5 AM – 7 PM

SUN 12/30 5 AM – 7 PM

MON 12/31 5 AM – 7 PM

TUES 1/1/13 10 AM – 6 PM

(* CLAM BAR OPEN DAILY 11 AM)
1-800-404-CLAW

TELEPHONE ORDERS TAKEN

• LOBSTERS ALL SIZES
1 TO 4 LBS EACH

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO CHARGE FOR STEAMING

• SHRIMP • SHELL-ON
• CLEANED OR COOKED

• CALAMARI FRESH USA #1
• CLAMS • OYSTERS

• MUSSELS • PULPO BACCALA
• KING CRAB LEGS • SNOW LEGS
• LUMP CRAB CAKES • BAKED CLAMS

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) 
SHEEPSHEAD BAY • BROOKLYN

FREE
PARKING
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FRI, DEC. 28
TOYS FOR TOTS DRIVE: The Park 

Slope Civic Council is again host-
ing the annual holiday collection. 
Books and toys are needed for 
families with children 2 to 12. 
Various locations throughout 
Park Slope. Visit website for 
list of drop-off locations. Free. 
www.parkslopeciviccounil.org/
toys-for-tots. 

FREE LIVE MUSIC: Freddy’s Bar in 
Brooklyn is proud to present the 
acclaimed Folk Rock group Ray 
G Ward & the Light, along with 
special guest Cancion Franklin, 
in concert on Friday, December 
28 at 9 PM. The show is Free to 
the public. Free. 9 pm. Freddy’s 
Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 17th 
and 18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights (718) 768–0131] www.
freddysbar.com.

MOVIE NIGHT: Shorts and a full 
length family appropriate movie. 
Free! 6:15. The Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923–9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

GLOBAL SHOES: The exhibit, which 
incorporates cultural artifacts 
from the museum’s collec-
tion and a variety of hands-on, 
feet-on activities, encourages 
children and their families to 
explore global cultures within 
the context of fantasy shoe store 
and factory. Suitable for children 
5 to 12 years old. $7.50 (Free for 
members and children under1). 
10 am–5 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 

Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. 
at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights (718) 735–4400] www.
brooklynkids.org. 

ICE SKATING: Bring your own 
skates or rent a pair. $9 ($7 chil-
dren) plus $5 skate rental fee. 
11 am–4:20 pm and 7 TO 11 
pm. Aviator Sports and Events 
Center [3159 Flatbush Ave. (718) 
758–7500]. 

CELEBRATE KWANZAA: Children 
5 years old and younger learn 
about this African inspired 
holiday and its traditions, then 
make a craft. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am–12:30 pm 
and 2:30–3:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 Brook-
lyn Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in 
Crown Heights (718) 735–4400] 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

NEEDLECRAFTING: Before video 
games, movies and TV there 
were indoor projects that helped 
pass the long winter nights. 
Try your hand at needlepoint. 
Free. 1–3 pm. Lefferts Historic 
Homestead [452 Flatbush Ave. 
between Empire Boulevard and 
Eastern Parkway in Park Slope 
(718) 789–2822] www.prospect-
park.org. 

HOLIDAY CIRCUS: Hosted by the 
Jolly old elf himself, the produc-
tion features illusionist Brad 
Ross, canine trainer Irina Mark-
ova, the Castle Performing Bears 
and the clowns Alex Barney and 
Bill Murray. $35-$55. 3 and 7 
pm. Millennium Theatre [1029 
Brighton Beach Ave. at Brighton 
11th Street in Brighton Beach, 
(718) 615–1500] www.holidaycir-
cus.com. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKETBALL: 
The Brooklyn Nets take on the 
Charlotte Bobcats. Starting at 
$15. 7:30 pm. Barclays Center 
[620 Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Downtown, (212) 359–
6387] www.BarclaysCenter.com. 

MUSIC, BEAT GOES ON: Come 
through for a 90s hip-hop revival 
to benefi t families of storm-hit 
PS 41 in Staten Island. $15. 9 pm. 
Public Assembly [70 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 782–5188], www.pub-
licassemblynyc.com. 

MUSIC, ELECTRONIC ROCK: 
Brothers David and Robert 
and Perlick-Molinari, originally 
from Milwaukee, make up the 
electro-rock duo that is the 
French Horn Rebellion. They will 
play a melodic mix that will get 
music-lovers on their feet. $8-
$12. 11:59pm. Cameo Gallery [93 
North 6th St. in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302–1180] www.cameony.
net. 

SAT, DEC. 29
MUSIC, JUMBO SHRIMP: Prawn 

plays with Gifts From Enola, 
Gates, Caravela. $8. 7 pm. Pub-
lic Assembly [70 N. Sixth St. at 
Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–5188], www.publicas-
semblynyc.com. 

MUSIC, TECHNO: Juan Atkins, 
widely known as “The Godfather 
of Techno” and one of the found-
ers of the genre, will blow the 
roof off the Cameo Gallery. $15-
$20. 11:59 pm. Cameo Gallery 
[93 North 6th St. in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302–1180] www.cameony.
net. 

PARK SLOPE FLEA MARKET: 
Peruse antiques, collectibles, 
vintage, crafts, and furniture. 8 
am–6 pm. PS 321 [180 Seventh 
Ave. between First and Second 
streets in Park Slope (917) 991-
7807] www.parkslopefl eamar-
ket.com. 

CELEBRATE KWANZAA: 11:30 
am–12:30 pm and 2:30–3:30 pm. 

See Friday, Dec. 28. 
ICE SKATING: Noon–5:30 pm and 

6–11 pm. See Friday, Dec. 28. 
QUILT SHOW: The 21st annual 

show features theme of Cool-
whether it’s a cold wintery 
science, and cool colors. $3. 
Noon–4 pm. Lefferts Historic 
Homestead [452 Flatbush Ave. 
between Empire Boulevard and 
Eastern Parkway in Park Slope 
(718) 789–2822] www.prospect-
park.org. 

NEEDLECRAFTING: 1–3 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 28. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKETBALL: 
The Brooklyn Nets take on the 
Cleveland Cavaliers. Starting at 
$15. 7:30 pm. Barclays Center 
[620 Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Downtown, (212) 359–
6387] www.BarclaysCenter.com. 

SUN, DEC. 30
TOYS FOR TOTS DRIVE: See Fri-

day, Dec. 28. 
MUSIC, GOD LIVES IN JAZZ: Join 

us on December 30, 2012 to 
experience worship like never 
before with our special Holiday 
installment of our Jazz Vespers 
series, featuring the Jimmy 
Heath Quintet. Free. 3–4:30 pm. 
Emmanuel Baptist Church [279 
Lafayette Ave. in Fort Greene 
(718) 622-1107] ebcholidayjazz-
vespers.eventbrite.com.

SUNDAYS@SENESH: For newborns 
to preschoolers, includes open 
play in gym, guided play in music 
and movement, led by a early 
childhood instructor. $15. 9 
am–noon. Hannah Senesh Com-
munity Day School [342 Smith 
St. between First and Second 
place in Carroll Gardens (718) 
858–8663]. 

3,2,1 HAPPY NEW YEAR: Children 
5 years old and younger add a 
wish to the museum’s New Year’s 
Wish Mural, decorate a party hat 
and noisemaker. Free with mu-
seum admission. 11:30 am–12:30 
pm and 2:30–3:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 Brook-
lyn Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in 
Crown Heights (718) 735–4400] 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

GROUP, SINGLE WOMEN: Group 
forming 45 to 65 years old for 
movies, shows, lunch, dinner 
and trips. No walk-ins. RSVP re-
quired. Free. 2 pm. El Greco Res-
taurant [1821 Emmons Ave. at 
Sheepshead Bay Road in Sheep-
shead Bay, (718) 336–7908]. 

MON, DEC. 31
NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATION: 

Calling all tweens and younger 
to come on down and celebrate 
the new year with balloons, 
noise-kmakers and a glass of gin-
ger all to toast the countdown. 
Free. 7 pm. UNO Chicago Grill 
[9201 Fourth Ave. at 92nd Street 
in Bay Ridge (718) 748–8667] 
www.unos.com. 

FIREWORKS: Come on down to the 
star-studded, annual celebra-
tion of New Year’s eve with great 
entertainment, hot refresh-
ments and fantastic fi rework 
display. Free. 11 pm –12:30 am. 
Grand Army Plaza (Union Street 
between Flatbush Avenue and 
Prospect Park West in Park 
Slope). 

TUES, JAN. 1
SINGALONG: Come clap, dance, 

sing or just watch! $2.50. 11:00. 
The Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hicks and Henry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 923–
9710], themoxiespot.com. 

NEEDLECRAFTING: 1–3 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 28. 

TEEN GAME TIME: Children 13-18 
years old play video games. 
Free. 3–4 pm. Paerdegat Branch 
Library [850 E. 59th St. at Flat-
lands Avenue in Canarsie (718) 
241–3994] www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

WED, JAN. 2
DANCE, DANCE CLASS: The 

Federation of Italian American 
Organizations of Brooklyn (FIAO) 
is again sponsoring its popular 
free ballroom dance instruc-
tion for teens and seniors alike 
in its ballroom dance classes 
on Wednesday nights. Special 
bonus: the instructor will be 
Carmine “Big Screecher” Santa 
Maria. Free. 6 pm. I.S. 96 [99 Av-
enue P, between W. 11th and W. 
12th streets in Gravesend, (718) 
232—2266]. 

THURS, JAN. 3
TOYS FOR TOTS DRIVE: See Fri-

day, Dec. 28. 

FRI, JAN. 4
ENTERTAINMENT, STORIES AND 

SPOKES: Biko Center in Bush-
wich Brooklyn will host its series 
First Fridays Live. This series 
brings the performing Arts to 
the community of Bushwick 
Brooklyn. On Jan 4th the pro-
gram will feature “Stories and 
Rhythms of Polynesia and South 
India.” $20. 7 pm. Biko Center 
[1474 Bushwick Ave. in Bushwick, 
(917) 517–8558], www.bikocen-
ter.org.

ART OPENING RECEPTION: NUR-
TUREart is pleased to present 
The Order of Things, curated 
by Jamillah James and featuring 
artists: Lisha Bai, Leah Beefer-
man, Ethan Greenbaum, Elisa 
Lendvay, Demetrius Oliver, Ally-
son Vieira, and Joe Winter. The 
Order of Things considers the 
shift in our relationship to the 
universe in light of recent apoca-
lyptic predictions. Free. 7–9 pm. 
NURTUREart [56 Bogart St. in 
Bushwick (718) 782–7755] www.
nurtureart.org.

BLOOMING BABIES: Baby its cold 
outside is suitable for children 
18 months to 2 and 1/2 years 
and teaches the little ones about 
the animals around the world 
and how they keep warm dur-
ing the winter months. Free with 
museum admission. 11:30 am to 
12:30 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. 
at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights (718) 735–4400] www.
brooklynkids.org. 

THREE KINGS DAY: Children 5 
years old and younger make a 
jeweled crown to take home 
and discover the origins of the 
holiday. Free with museum ad-
mission. 2:30–3:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 Brook-
lyn Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in 
Crown Heights (718) 735–4400] 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

SAT, JAN. 5
TOYS FOR TOTS DRIVE: See Fri-

day, Dec. 28. 
GLOBAL SHOES: 10 am–5 pm. See 

Friday, Dec. 28. 
QUILT SHOW: Noon–4 pm. See 

Saturday, Dec. 29. 
TRAIN WORKSHOP: Children of 

all ages create a grand central 
city in honor of the 100 birthday 
of Grand Central Terminal. Free 
with museum admission. 1:30 
pm. New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Downtown, (718) 
694–1600], www.mta.info/mta/
museum. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKETBALL: 
The Brooklyn Nets take on the 
Sacramento Kings. Starting at 
$15. 7:30 pm. Barclays Center 
[620 Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Downtown, (212) 359–
6387] www.BarclaysCenter.com.

HAPPY 
NEW
YEAR!

– S T E A K H O U S E –

SINCE 1985

Celebrate New Year’s Eve with us!

WWW.EMBERSBAYRIDGE.COM

9519 3RD AVENUE
FOR RESERVATIONS

718-745-3700

PRIVATE PARTIES WELCOME We are open 7 days
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BAYSIDE VOLKSWAGEN

ALL OFFERS: ALL FEES PAID FOR BY CONSUMER. SUBJECT TO VEHICLE AVAILABILITY. PLUS TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND DEALER FEES. LESSEES RESPONSIBLE FOR FEES ASSOCIATED WITH EXCESS MILEAGE/WEAR/TEAR AT LEASE END. SPECIAL 
OFFERS MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER/DISCOUNT AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE/TERMINATION WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. SEE DEALER FOR FULL DETAILS. EXPIRES 12/31/12.

(866) 483-8441208-12 NORTHERN BLVD. 
BAYSIDE,  NY  11361  
BAYSIDEVW.COM

2013 CC Sport

2013 CC Sport
2013 Passat S

2013 Beetle 2.5L2013 Jetta S

MSRP: $33,000 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

10k miles/year, Stk # 106469 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $13,079, Residual: $16,617.

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

$319*

2012 VW CC 2.0L TURBO: 
STK# U9631T. Auto, power seats, windows, locks, ABS,
cruise, remote keyless entry, 13K miles. $1,999 down. $23,983*

$29,1662012 EOS KOMFORT: Stk# U9451P. 
Auto w/ manual shift, power seats, windows, locks, 
cruise, remote keyless entry, ABS, 4K miles. $1,999 down.

$19,7822010 VW GTI: 
STK# U9605L. Manual, power seats, windows, locks, 
remote keyless entry, ABS, 30K miles.  $1,999 down.

*

*

$14,999
2010 VW JETTA: Stk# U9638T. 
Auto, leather seats, power sunroof, power seats, 
locks, window, ABS, 7K miles. $1,999 down.

*

MSRP: $17,740 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

10k miles/year, Stk # 106467 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $7,749, Residual: $9,609. 

2013 Jetta S

$189
PER  MONTH

LEASE FOR

Requires dealer contribution of $1,016.80, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

*

2013 Beetle 2.5L

MSRP: $21,665 
42 month lease term. Automatic. 

10k miles/year, Stk # 106470 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $11,439, Residual: $11,262. 

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

*$279

Requires dealer contribution of $316.80, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction. 

*

2013 Passat S

MSRP: $21,640 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

10k miles/year, Stk # 106468 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $8,979, Residual: $12,932. 

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

*$219* *

Requires dealer contribution of $2,712.87, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

Requires dealer contribution of $3,520, 
 which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

PLUS CHECKOUT OUR CERTIFIED USED CARS!

A Volkswagen is practically yours.
EventSignthendrive

VIEW OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY ONLINE: 
B A Y S I D E V W . C O M
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• ‘In order to win against tough 
teams we have to play 
consistent throughout.’

• ‘I didn’t want to 
disappoint him as a 
player.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The Bonnies were down 

at the half, so Cindy Hen-
derson stepped up.

Fontbonne Hall coach 
Steve Oliver pulled his se-
nior guard aside during the 
midway break and put it to 
her plain and simple — the 
Bonnies were struggling 
to score and he was count-
ing on her to lead them to 
victory. Henderson, who 
scored eight points, went 
to work on both ends of the 
hardwood and earned her 
team a hard-fought 30–26 
win over the visiting St. 
John’s Prep Red Storm in 
Brooklyn–Queens Divi-
sion II girls basketball last 
Wednesday.

Henderson said she was 
happy to help when Oliver 
asked.

“He doesn’t disappoint 
me as a coach, so, I didn’t 
want to disappoint him as a 
player,” she said.

She turned three steals 
into lay-ups in the second 
half and drew her third 
charge of the game on Red 
Storm star Carla Marfe to 
foul her out with 1:46 left 
in the contest. Meanwhile, 
the Bonnies grasped a tenu-
ous 26–24 lead. Marfe led 
St. John’s Prep with eight 
points.

“Cindy’s toughness was 
a big part of us winning 
this game,” said Oliver.

The Bonnies needed one 
last-gasp effort to seal the 
win. Siobhan Sammon hus-
tled back on defense to block 
Nicole Shweit from behind 
on what could have been 
the tying lay-up. Kate Oli-

ver — who put in 10 points 
on the night — would score 
in transition to provide the 
fi nal margin.

“I just knew I had to step 
on her and try not to foul,” 
said Sammon, who added 
two late jumpers.

Coach Oliver was happy 
with the win, but wants 
to see his team get more 
production in the paint. 
Hurricane Sandy limited 
practice time early on and 
left four players living out 
of suit cases, their homes 
wrecked. Fontbonne, the 
defending diocesan cham-
pion, is still trying to catch 
its stride.

“The intensity is just 
not quite there yet,” Oliver 
said. 

He hopes the Bonnies’ 
trip to San Diego for three 

games in the Surf and Slam 
tournament during Christ-
mas week will raise their 
spirits. There was a time 
following Sandy when the 
tournament trip seemed 
unlikely to happen, but that 
doubt has passed thanks to 
the support of parents and 
players. The team managed 
to raise $5,000 through a 
raffl e sale and the winner, 
Breezy Point resident Tom 
Wipf, gave $1,000 back to 
the team so they’d be well 
fed on the journey.

With all the chaos and 
hardship, the Bonnies are 
looking forward to a little 
fun in the sun.

“It’s just to get away 
from everything, relieve 
your stress, play basketball 
with my team, and have 
fun,” Henderson said.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The Xaverian Clippers 

learned a hard lesson last 
Thursday — nice guys fi n-
ish last.

Clippers coach Jack 
Alesi didn’t realize his 
team had committed too 
few second-half fouls 
against Mount. St. Mi-
chael until it was too late.

Xaverian didn’t ramp 
up its defensive intensity 
until the fi nal 4.2 sec-
onds, when Alesi’s players 
fouled three times in an 
attempt to force their host 
to the free-throw line.

Mount St. Michael man-
aged to run out the clock 
and hold on for a 52–51 win 
in Catholic High School 
League Class AA boys bas-
ketball — and Alesi said 
he couldn’t fi nd an easy 
way to tell his team to get 
more physical.

“I didn’t want to call 
a time out,” Alesi said. “I 
couldn’t just yell out to 
change our defense … and 
be a little more aggres-
sive.”

His club still had a 
chance to win a back-and-
forth. Joseph Dello Russo 
(nine points) hit his third 

three pointer of the game 
to pull Xaverian (4–1, 2–1) 
within a point.

The Clippers then got 
a defensive stop with 12.9 
seconds left, but failed to 
pull off a shot. 

Mount, which had just 
one team foul at the time, 
hacked Robert Rossiter 
(seven points). On the 
ensuing inbound, point 
guard Lamel Fasion (13 
points) tried to slip past 
KJ Riley, but lost the ball 
in the attempt. 

“He was trying to get 
too cute,” Alesi said. “He 
knew the guy was going to 
foul.”

The coach knows his 
young team is up against 
a steep learning curve 
and was pleased with 
the way they competed 
overall. They did let the 
Mountaineers (4–3, 2–2) 
— especially center Ste-
fan Chong — push them 
around in the second half, 
but refused to back down 
all the same. Despite some 
miscues, Alesi doesn’t 
want to take his foot off 
the pedal.

“We made a lot of mis-

— Bishop Ford’s Jill Conroy — Fontbonne’s Cindy Henderson

Continued on Page 51

DEFENSE: Xaverian’s George Lambert defends Mount St. Mi-
chael’s Andrew Utate. Photo by Priyanka Katumuluwa

FALL WHERE IT MAY: Players from both St. John’s Prep and Fontbonne Hall wait for the ball to drop in their Dec. 19 match. The Bonnies 
ended up on top with a 30–26 win. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Xaverian falls 
over fouls

Senior guard leads 
Fontbonne to victory
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Jill Conroy expects more than the 

lackluster performance her veteran 
Bishop Ford Falcons girls basketball 
team turned in during a 57–50 loss 
to the host Archbishop Molloy Stan-
ners on Saturday afternoon.  

The senior guard watched her 
team shoot poorly and get beaten 
to loose balls and rebounds. Molloy 
used a 13–1 run to build a 16-point 
third quarter lead and went back up 
52–40 midway through the fourth. 
Ultimately, Ford will remember Sat-
urday’s loss as its chance to move 
into first place in Brooklyn–Queens 
Division I. 

“We can’t play in streaks,” said 
the Holy Family-bound Conroy, 
who had 12 points. “In order to win 
against tough teams we have to play 
consistent throughout.”

That was coach Mike Toro’s mes-
sage after the contest. He felt Mol-
loy (7–1, 3–0) played like it wanted 
the game more, remembering Ford’s 
(4–2, 3–1) previous victory in last 
year’s diocesan semifinals. If his 
club is going win a championship 
this season, Toro knows his oppo-
nents can’t outwork them.

“We’ve got to find our heart,” Toro 
said. “Are we going to be a team that 

actually is one of the favorites or are 
we going to be one of those typical 
teams that can win one [big] game 

and then can’t do it the next?”
Ford attempted a rally late in the 

game. A 6–0 run brought the score to 
56–50 with 1:03 left, but it appeared 
the Falcons would have a chance to 
get closer when Tanasia “Sweets” 
Blake grabbed a rebound and went 
dribbling up the right sideline.

She was trapped and turned the 
ball over after Toro chose not to call 
time out. He later admitted the call, 
or lack-thereof, was a mistake. St. 
John’s-bound guard Aaliyah Lewis 
would come up with a steal, but 
missed from close range down the 
other end. 

“That’s the point in the game they 
have to mature and know nobody is 
a hero,” Toro said.

Lewis and Aaliyah Jones each 
scored nine points for Ford. James 
Madison-bound guard Amani Tatum 
led all scorers with 21 points, includ-
ing nine during the 13–1 run. Caro-
lyn Gallagher had 12 for Molloy.

Ford shot poorly from the free 
throw line and the field, including 
0–10 from three-point range.

Conroy knows her team must per-
form better down the stretch.

“That’s where you have to pick up 
the intensity,” Conroy said. “Molloy 
was just a step ahead of us.”

ON THE WAY: Bishop Ford’s Jill Conroy 
leaps at the basket as Archbishop Molloy 
opponents nip at her heels. Ford would 
eventually lose Saturday’s match. 
 Photo by Yinghao Luo

Archbishop takes Bishop

Nets forward Gerald Wallace commits a soaring foul against 
Boston Celtics forward Jared Sullinger during the fi rst half 
of Brooklyn’s bitter 93–76 holiday defeat. 
 Associated Press / John Minchillo

Holiday foul
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
One thing is for sure: 

Brooklynites were ready for 
some football this year.

The borough’s high 
school programs put to-
gether another great sea-
son on the gridiron, with 
Erasmus Hall taking home 
its fi rst-ever Public School 
Athletic League Champion-
ship division title and Lin-
coln returning to the semi-
fi nals.

South Shore won the 
public school bowl champi-
onship and squads such as 
Jefferson and Boys & Girls 
had strong years.

It wasn’t just team play 
where Brooklyn excelled: 
the county of Kings pro-
duced some of the city’s top 
recruits including Poly Prep 
lineman Jay Hayes, who is 
headed to Notre Dame, and 
Jefferson’s Ebenezer Ogun-
deko.

All-Brooklyn player 

of the year: Curtis Samuel, 
Erasmus Hall

Samuel was the bor-
ough’s most explosive player 
with big runs on offense and 
special teams. The highly 
recruited junior’s two-
point conversion run was 
the difference in Erasmus’s 
15–14 victory over Totten-
ville at Yankee Stadium for 
the school’s fi rst-ever city 
championship. Samuel — 
who missed last year’s title 
game because of injury — 
scored 18 touchdowns and 
recorded 1,488 all-purpose 
yards as the Dutchman 
went a perfect 12–0. Coach 
Danny Landberg called 
him the best player he ever 
coached.

All-Brooklyn coach of 

the year: Danny Landberg, 
Erasmus Hall

It took Landberg 11 long 
years to bring the once-de-
funct program all the way 
to the top, stressing after 
each win during an unde-
feated campaign that the 
mission wasn’t complete 
until the Dutchmen hoisted 
the trophy. It came in bit-
tersweet circumstances as 
weeks early Landberg had 
to evacuate his Belle Har-
bor home because of Hurri-
cane Sandy.

All-Brooklyn 
football fi rst team

Running back: Najee 
Champagne, Boys & Girls

The senior was a dual 
threat and one of the big-
gest reasons the Kangaroos 
went 8–2 and reached the 
quarterfi nals. He scored 
16 touchdowns, 13 on the 
ground, and posted 1,090 
all-purpose yards — not to 
mention pulling in three in-
terceptions.

Defensive lineman 

and offensive lineman: 
Jay Hayes, Poly Prep

The Notre Dame-bound 
junior was the anchor of 
both Poly Prep lines. He 
provided plenty of running 
room for quarterback Chris 
Parker. Opposing teams ran 
plays away from Hayes, but 
he still was a dynamic force 
during Poly’s 5–3 season.

Running back: James 
Gales, Brooklyn Tech

Gales had a monster 
season for the Engineers. 
The senior rushed for an 
astounding 1,345 yards and 
18 touchdowns, carrying 

Brooklyn Tech to a 7–3 re-
cord and spot in the quar-
terfi nals.

Running back: Antoine 
Holloman, Lincoln

The Railsplitters were a 
bit of a ground and pound 
attack and Holloman was 
usually the one leading the 
charge. The junior was one 
of the league’s top rushers 
with 1,281 yards and nine 
touchdowns to help Lincoln 
reach the semifi nals. 

Quarterback and de-

fensive back: Zach Kear-
ney, Xaverian

Xaverian didn’t have 
a great season, but that 
doesn’t diminish what the 
two-way star Kearney did. 
The senior nearly single-
handedly carried the team 
with Laray Smith hurt 
early. He compiled 1,360 
total yards and 15 touch-
downs. 

Quarterback: Javon 
Moore, Lincoln 

Moore took over under 
center for Jessel Jones and 
brought all the pieces of the 
Lincoln offense together. 
The junior beat opposing 
players with his legs and 
his arm, throwing for 1,158 
yards and 11 touchdowns 
and running for seven more 
scores.

Defensive lineman: 
Ebenezer Ogundeko, 
Thomas Jefferson

The senior has his pick 
of big-time colleges and 
didn’t disappoint in his fi -
nal season with Jefferson. 
The game-changing Ogun-
deko led the league in sacks 
with 15 and wracked up 71 
tackles. He was unblockable 
at times.

Quarterback and de-

fensive back: Chris Parker, 
Poly Prep

The dynamic sophomore 
is one of the city’s most 
underrated players. His 
four-touchdown and two-
interception performance 
against Niagara Academy 
shows just how dangerous 
he is.

Defensive Lineman: 
Thomas Plonski, Brooklyn 
Tech

The Villanova-bound 
Plonski was a rock on the 
Engineers’ defensive line. 
He could affect the game in 
so many ways, racking up 
53 tackles and fi ve sacks to 
go along with an intercep-
tion and a fumble recovery.

Defensive back and 

quarterback: Jonathan 
Samerson, Erasmus Hall

There aren’t many things 
the senior can’t do on the 

fi eld, as evident in his three-
touchdown performance 
in the semifi nal. Samerson 
was also one of the Dutch-
man’s top defenders, record-
ing six interceptions.  

Wide receiver and 

defensive back: Kendall 
Thomas, Thomas Jefferson

His nickname is 
“Speedy” for a reason. The 
senior was a big play wait-
ing to happen on both sides 
of the ball. Thomas had 16 
total touchdowns, three in-
terceptions and 904 yards of 
total offense, including an 
81-yard reception. 

All-Brooklyn honor-

able mentions

Running back: Dante 
Aiken, Bishop Ford

Running back and de-

fensive back: Jhamel Co-
hen, South Shore

Running back and de-

fensive back: Davin Col-

lins, New Utrecht
Defensive lineman: 

Rashaad Coward, Sheep-
shead Bay

Line backer: Malik Dar-
ling, Abraham Lincoln

Wide receiver: Jamiek 
Davis, Abraham Lincoln

Wide receiver: Rodney 
Gonzalez, Bishop Ford

Offensive lineman: 
Chris Jones, Xaverian

Line backer: Tristan 
Laurore, Boys & Girls

Running back: Kahlil 
Lewin, Erasmus Hall

Line backer: Loumell 
Petion, Erasmus Hall

Defensive back: Khen-
dell Puryear, Abraham Lin-
coln

Running back: Laray 
Smith, Xaverian

Wide receiver: Cam-
eron Stapleton, Poly Prep

Running Back: Diequan 
Underwood, Canarsie

The Audi Certified pre-owned  
vehicle you’ve been looking for 
is just a click away.

AnchorAudiofLynbrook.com

Anchor Audi of Lynbrook

843 Sunrise Highway (10 minutes east of JFK)

See what we’ve got and shop anytime.
takes,” he said, “I don’t 
want to turn these guys 
into [Jets quarterback] 
Mark Sanchez. I don’t want 
these guys thinking the 
way out of this is to go con-

servative.”
Alesi hasn’t made things 

easy in the early season. 
The loss to Mount was the 
fi rst of three games in three 
days. 

Following Christmas the 
Clippers travel to Alaska 
for the Doc Larson Round-
ball Classic at Wasilla High 

School in Alaska, which 
produced such famous al-
ums as former Alaska gov-
ernor Sarah Palin. Alesi 
believes it will be an educa-
tional experience.

“I always thought it 
would be cool to go there,” 
Alesi said. “[The players] 
think I’m nuts.”

Continued from page 49 

Xaverian

CREAM OF THE CROP: Erasmus Hall’s Curtis Samuel was named the All-Brooklyn Player of the Year 
for his 18 touchdowns and recorded 1,488 all-purpose yards as the Dutchman went a perfect 12–0. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Brooklyn is the 
gridiron King
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1.866.MOBILITY  |  ATT.COM/NETWORK  |  VISIT A STOREC

The speed of AT&T  
 covers New York City.

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 
voice and data plans required.

NOKIA LUMIA 920
With FREE wireless charging plate

Buy any  Windows Phone and save 
up to $200 on an  ASUS VivoTab™ RT.

Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. 4G speeds not available everywhere. LTE is a trademark of ETSI.

Offer expires 1/10/13 or while promotional supplies last. Buy any Windows Phone, get $200 off an ASUS VivoTab RT offer: Nokia Lumia 920 requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.) or Mobile Share plan on Windows Phone. Tablet requires new 2-yr 
agreement with data (min $14.99/mo.) or Mobile Share plan. Prepaid not eligible. Limit 2 tablets purchased under this offer. Discount is off of the tablet and will not exceed price of tablet. If one device is returned within 14 days of bundled purchase, you will be charged the difference between the discounted price and nondiscounted 
price for the device not returned. Free Charging Plate Offer: Nokia Lumia 920 purchase required with 2-yr wireless agreement. $50 credit amount is based on pretax price of charging plate accessory and will be applied to handset price. If you return the smartphone, you will be charged the full price for the charging plate if not 
returned. Only available for a limited time. Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other terms, conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans):
If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 14 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35 for smartphones and 10% of sales price for tablets. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a 
Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges.  Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. Screen images 
simulated. Microsoft Windows Phone and the Windows logo are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies. All marks used herein are the property of their respective owners. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.

$69999 

$49999
ASUS VIVOTAB™ RT

Requires new 2-yr wireless agreement with qualifying voice 
and data plans or Mobile Share plan on eligible smartphone 

and monthly data or Mobile Share plan on tablet.

Offer includes a free keyboard 
with VivoTab purchase (a $169 value).

Offer requires new 2-year commitment on the phone and active 
Mobile Share or postpaid Mobile Share data plan on the tablet.
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