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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
If you ever wanted to get the 

real dirt on Hurricane Sandy’s 
impact on Brooklyn, here’s your 
chance. 

A pair of upstate chemistry 
professors are asking Brooklyn 
residents to send them dirt that 
was inundated with fl oodwater 
during the storm so they can de-
termine how dirty it really is.

Experiment leader and Vassar 
educator Alison Spodek Keimow-
itz says the goal of the project is 
simple: to fi nd out if Sandy’s huge 
storm surge made soil harmful for 
human contact.

“My fi rst hope is to be able 
to reassure people that the dirt 
is not very contaminated,” said 
Keimowitz, who is working on the 
project — dubbed Send Us your 
Dirt from Sandy, or SUDS — with 
Marist College professor Neil 
Fitzgerald. “But if it is contami-
nated, we’re going to notify agen-
cies like the [Environmental Pro-
tection Agency].”

The researchers are urging 
Brooklynites to gather a sand-
wich bag worth of soil, label it 
with cross streets and the name 
of the nearest body of water, and 
mail it upstate.

So far, the pair have received 
about 70 samples, not only from 
the Brooklyn neighborhoods in-
cluding Gowanus, Red Hook, and 

Continued on Page 10

Trolley buff: I 
have proof of 
buried train

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
High-tech scientifi c testing 

detected a 20-foot-long metallic 
“anomaly” below Atlantic Av-
enue — adding coal to the fi re 
of an urban legend centered 
around a 19th century steam 
locomotive rumored to be bur-
ied inside a long-abandoned 
tunnel.

Engineering consultants 
detected the odd fi nding un-
der the surface of the bustling 
street near Hicks Street, deep 
inside a half-mile tunnel that 
was built in 1844 as part of a 
planned route to Boston, ac-
cording to an investigative 
study conducted by Brinker-
hoff Environmental Group.

The project got shelved in 
1861 and was lost to history 
until railway afi cionado Bob 
Diamond discovered an open 
section of the obsolete Long Is-
land Rail Road tunnel running 
from Hicks Street to Boerum 
Place in 1981 when he was just 
19 years old.

Diamond has  long claimed 
there’s a locomotive buried at 

Continued on page 12
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Brooklyn First Lady Jamie Markowitz and state Sen. Eric Adams have a blast at the New Year’s Eve Party at Grand 
Army Plaza. See why 2013 could a big year for Adams on page 2. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

LOCO-NOTION

Dem partiers!

Scientists: 
Bring out 
your dirt

The Boro’s
ultimate
classified
section

Home
on the 
stage
See 24/Seven

INSIDE
LEARN TO EARN
Education and
career training 



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

JA
N. 

4-
10

, 2
01

3
2

DT

2

#1State Sen. 
Eric Adams

It’s hard to believe it, but 
Borough President Markow-
itz won’t be borough presi-
dent forever. This year will 
be his last year in offi ce — 
and someone will need to 
fi ll his shoes.

The current frontrun-
ner in the beep race is Pros-
pect Heights state Sen. Eric 
Adams, a former cop who 
made a name for himself 
by trying to stop the sale of 
assault weapons, battling 
stop-and-frisk, and attempt-
ing to “Stop the Sag” — an 
effort to keep the borough’s 
youth from wearing pants 
below their waistlines.

“I’ve always wanted to be 
borough president,”  Adams 
told us in 2012 . Watch to see 
if 2013 is the year when his 
dream comes true.

#2 Joshua 
Rechnitz

Reticent Manhattan phi-
lanthropist Joshua Rech-
nitz came out of nowhere in 
2012 when he announced his 
 whopping $40-million dona-
tion  toward the construc-
tion of a  velodrome and 
athletic facility  at Brook-
lyn Bridge Park. Then he 
stunned Brooklynites for a 
second time by  buying up 
a derelict Gowanus ware-
house dubbed the “Bat 
Cave”  in a bid to turn it into 
an art space.

What’s next for the bor-
ough’s tight-lipped, bike-
riding benefactor? We’ll 
keep an eye out! Let us know 
if you hear anything.

#3 Mitik the 
baby walrus

Times are bound to get 
easier for Brooklyn’s big-

gest baby in 2013.
Mitik, the new walrus in 

Coney Island, had a tough 
fi rst year. The infant  nearly 
lost his life  when he was 
separated from his pack 
and left stranded in the 
ocean off Alaska. Human 
rescuers nursed him back 
to health and brought him 
to the New York Aquarium, 
where he was scheduled to 
rest in quarantine before 
meeting his new walrus 
buddies and legions of ador-
ing fans — but Hurricane 
Sandy promptly slammed 
the People’s Playground 
and  put the tourist attrac-
tion under water .

Mitik escaped the storm 
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HOME ON THE STAGE
Artist collective Silent Barn invites performers to stay

Trading spaces: Artist Katie MvVeay 
designed the Canned Ham “home,” 
a place for performers to stay the 
night at the music and art space 
Silent Barn. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

By Hannah Palmer Egan

There’s plenty of space in the barn for everyone.
The brand new Bushwick artist collective Silent 

Barn is making its Brooklyn debut renting workspaces 
to a theater company, a recording studio, a record exchange, 
and a handbag manufacturer. In a vacant lot next door, its 
members are planning a community garden and in a 1972 
camper called “Canned Ham,” which will provide overnight 
accommodations to performers from out of town. 

Since pulling the plug on a Queens space with a storied 
history and sad demise — it closed in September 2011 after 
building-code violations and a major robbery — Silent Barn 
members have been meeting weekly to map out a long-term 
future for the collective, according to Kristen Barry, a Barn 
member, musician, and artist from White Plains, NY. 

“Trying to have a legal [art] space in the City that is finan-
cially sustainable is very rare; that’s something we’re trying to 

offer to artists,” Barry said. “[It’s] a very community-oriented 
space where ideas will be exchanged.”

Upstairs are several apartments for artists in residence 
such as Kate Levitt, a drummer from Baltimore who moved 
in just before New Year’s.

The Silent Barn isn’t a quiet place to call home, but Levitt 
— who signed on for an upcoming Asia tour with electro-
fantasy musician Grimes — says it’s inspiring to live and 
work around so many artists. 

“So many cool things are going on right now — this [apart-
ment] is the coolest thing, and [the Grimes tour] is super cool,” 
she said as she moved boxes into her fourth-floor walk-up 
apartment, visibly excited about her new home. 

“It’s all happening.”  
On Jan. 5, the venue will present an evening of sound-

scapes in the recently renovated storefront performance space, 
featuring Alien Whale, a raucous, three-man jam ensemble 

whose smashing-drums-and-screaming-guitar sets feel like 
straight catharsis. 

Also on the bill is Cloud Becomes Your Hand, whose hard-
scrabble yet listenable audio environments sound like they 
were made to accompany a videogame wherein a Calcutta 
kitchenmaid battles a swarm of robotized locusts, the Indian 
street-scene still audible in the background. It’s not dance 
music but it makes for an aural feast.

Fox-Crane-Bear, with longtime Silent Barn resident G. 
Lucas Crane, and Heat Identity will be perform, as well. 

The show marks Silent Barn’s fourth evening of program-
ming in less than a week, a sign the collective plans to con-
tinue its tradition of hosting near-nightly performances. 

Alien Whale, Cloud Becomes Your Hand, Fox-Crane-
Bear, and Lucas Crane at the Silent Barn (603 Bushwick Ave. 
between Melrose and Jefferson streets, www.silentbarn.org) 
Jan. 5, 8 pm–midnight, $7.
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HERE THEY ARE: THE 
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No one knows what the future holds — but that doesn’t mean we can’t 

make educated guesses. These movers, leaders, shakers, and makers 

will likely have a profound impact on Brooklyn in 2013, our panel of 

experts concluded.
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without injury, but the dam-
aged aquarium  isn’t expect-
ing to reopen until May  at 
the earliest. Lovers of un-
dersea life will have to wait 
until then before they fi nally 
have their chance to meet 
the borough’s handsomest 
mustached mammal.

#4 Frank 
Seddio

He’s the new boss — and 
only time will tell if he’s the 
same as the old boss.

Ex-judge and former As-
semblyman Frank Seddio 
took control of a fractured 
Brooklyn Democratic Party 
after Assemblyman Vito Lo-
pez stepped down from the 
infl uential post amid allega-
tions of sexual harassment.

Seddio, a longtime Lo-
pez ally and member of the 
old-guard Thomas Jeffer-
son Democratic Club, will 
spend 2013 leading a party 
split between former back-
ers of the Lopez-machine 
and those who fought to 
overthrow it.

Politicos will watch to 
see if he can keep the union 
together — and he told us 
last year that times have 
changed since Lopez left.

#5 Silent Barn
Queens’s loss 

could be Brooklyn’s gain.
The quirky, experimental 

art space  Silent Barn (whose 
members are pictured at left) 
is making the move from 
Ridgewood to Bushwick  — 
and 2013 will determine the 
future of the acclaimed do-it-
yourself venue.

Will Silent Barn con-
tinue to book the kinds of 
wacky, buzzed-about, of-
the-moment arts events 
that made it a must-hit des-
tination for gallery-hoppers 
now that it’s in the county 
of Kings? Or will it become 
just one more drop in the 
paint bucket that is the 
Bushwick art scene?

Stop by in 2013 and fi nd 
out.

#6 Sir Patrick 
Stewart

Plenty of stars have 
settled in Brooklyn — but 
none has traveled as far to 
get here as legendary Star 
Trek captain Sir Patrick 
Stewart.

The man who made his 

name playing Jean-Luc 
Picard relocated to Park 
Slope in the summer of 2012 
and immediately won the re-
spect of his neighbors when 
 he turned to Twitter to rant  
about how tedious it was 
to get his cable hooked up, 
earning him  an honorary 
column in this newspaper .

Tech-connected Brook-
lynites should be sure to 
 keep an eye on his tweets  in 
the coming year.

#7 State Sen. 
Diane Savino

Puff, puff, and pass that 
bill!

That’s what state Sen. 
Diane Savino hopes to do in 
Albany this session, where 
the Bay Ridge politician is 
leading the way in the push 
to legalize medical mari-
juana in New York state.

Savino told an upstate 
paper that she is counting 
heads before introducing a 
piece of pot legislation early 
in 2013.

“I believe there is suf-
fi cient support in both par-
ties in all three conferences 
in the Senate,”  she said .

Keep watch to see if she 
can make it happen.

#8 The Alliance 
for Coney 

Island
If Coney Island ever be-

comes a glitzy, year-round 
entertainment destination, 
these are the folks who will 

make it happen.
The Alliance for Coney 

Island united the biggest 
names in People’s Play-
ground amusements in 
2012, forming an advocacy 
group that could help shape 
the future of the borough’s 
seaside escape.

The organization got 
to work helping Coney re-
cover following Hurricane 
Sandy — expect its mem-
bers to keep at it in 2013, and 
pay close attention to the 
other initiative launched 
by the group, which boasts 
big names including Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel Park (pic-
tured above), the Brooklyn 
Cyclones, Luna Park, and 
Gargiulo’s Restaurant.

#9 Rep. Hakeem 
Jeffries

Mr. Jeffries is going to 
Washington.

The former Prospect 
Heights assemblyman has re-
placed retired Rep. Ed Towns 
in the House — and the bor-
ough is watching closely to 
see what the fi rst-term con-
gressman will do once he hits 
the nation’s capital.

He already snagged a 
spot on the House Judiciary 
Committee, and if his  recent 
tweets  are any indication, 
gun control is one of his big 
targets.

#10 New coach 
of the Nets

Nets owner Mikhail 

Prokhorov has high expec-
tations of Brooklyn’s new 
home team.

“Only championship, no 
more, we’re only human,” 
 he told the press  last week.

That win-or-get-fi red atti-
tude means the coach of the 
Nets has the hardest job in 
the borough, and, potentially, 
the hardest job in sports.

As of press time, P.J. 
Carlesimo was leading the 
squad as an interim coach 
after November “ Coach of 
the Month ” Avery Johnson 
got canned for a poor De-
cember and a .500 record.

No one can be sure ex-
actly who will be drawing 
the Xs and Os for the Nets 
at the end of this season, but 
one thing is certain: that 
person will have to win the 
approval of star guard Deron 
Williams (pictured above), 
who’s disenchantment with 
Johnson’s strategy may have 
led to his fi ring. 

#11 Chris 
Olechowski

This year, Williams-
burgers will be following 
the leader.

North Brooklyn is pay-

ing close attention to  new 
Democratic district leader 
Chris Olechowski  after he 
defeated incumbent Lincoln 
Restler (a member of our  “11 
to watch in 2011” ) for the ob-
scure party position.

During the 2012 
race, both Restler and 
Olechowski, who is the 
chairman of Community 
Board 1, framed the wonky 
party post as a position that 
would allow them to have a 
real impact on the lives of 
Brooklynites — not just on 
internal Dem business.

Keep an eye on 
Olechowski in 2013 to see 
how he treats the new gig.

#12 Third 
Avenue’s 

restaurant row
Move over Fifth Avenue 

— Brownstone Brooklyn 
has a new dining strip!

Third Avenue emerged 
as a culinary destination 
in 2012, with the Littleneck 
drawing crowds, the Pines 
garnering praise from high 
up in food media, relatively 
recent additions such as Four 
& 20 Blackbirds and Bar 
Tano (pictured above) dem-

onstrating staying power, 
and the legendary Two Toms 
continuing to do what it does 
best (yes, pork chop).

In 2013, look for Runner 
and Stone — a new bak-
ery and all-day restaurant 
opened by alums of Blue 
Ribbon and Per Se in late 
December — to continue 
the culinary push, rein-
venting Third Avenue one 
meticulously crafted sand-
wich at time.

#13 The 
waterfront

Hurricane Sandy devas-
tated the borough when it 
hit Brooklyn’s shores, with 
waterfront communities 
suffering the worst damage.

Families  lost their 
homes ,  entrepreneurs 
lost their livelihoods , and 
 Brooklyn lost some of its 
landmarks .

The borough banded to-
gether in recovery efforts in 
late 2012, but so much work 
must still be done. Restor-
ing, repairing, and redevel-
oping the waterfront will 
be the story of 2013 — and 
likely of many more years 
to come.

13 TO WATCH IN 2013
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CITY OF NEW YORK 
PUBLIC LEASE AUCTION

January 23, 2013 

Retail Space at 8501 & 8509 Fifth Avenue 

Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 

Unimproved Land Available including

M Zoned Queens Sites (102,732 sf & 15,838 sf) 

For information on these and other sites 

Call (212) 386-0335 

ask for Lease Auction or visit the DCAS Website 

at: nyc.gov/auctions 

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
The federal government will force the 

city to prevent millions of gallons of raw 
sewage from polluting the Gowanus Canal 
in a surprising addition to the much-hyped 
Superfund cleanup — likely through the 
construction of massive, $78-million catch 
basins buried alongside the banks of the 
fetid waterway.

Two gigantic holding tanks would catch 
storm water and hazardous raw human 
waste discharged when sewers overfl ow 
during storms at the head of the canal near 
Butler Street and at the middle of the wa-
terway near Third Street, according to the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s newly 
revealed half-billon-dollar proposal.

Combatting sewage overfl ow was not the 
initial focus of the Superfund plan, which 
will dredge 10 feet of highly contaminated 
muck at the canal fl oor and cover it with 
a protective cap of sand, clay and gravel 
to prevent remaining toxins from seeping 
back into the ecosystem.

The feds originally targeted the crud at 
the bottom of the canal because it was known 

to be loaded with dozens of dangerous con-
taminants including heavy metals like mer-
cury, lead, copper, and other chemicals. But 
when investigators found cancer-causing 
compounds laden with gasoline, diesel, and 
coal tar residues in sewage runoff fl owing 
into the Gowanus, they ordered the city to 
keep wastewater of the Canal as well.

“When we were doing the investigation 
three or four years ago we did not know 
whether or not the [combined sewage over-
fl ows] were an ongoing source of chemical 
pollution — now we know,” said EPA re-
gional administrator Walter Mugdan.

Superfund rules require the city to 
take some form of action — and building 
and maintaining the underground ba-
sins on city-owned land near the canal is 
far cheaper than reworking the neighbor-
hood’s sewers to keep overfl ow out of the ca-
nal when rains fl ood the system.

The feds suggest catch basins at the 
two outfall sites that currently spew most 
of the harmful runoff into the waterway. 
The proposed tanks will hold up to eight 
million gallons of runoff until storms pass, 

then push the slop back through sewers to 
the Red Hook and Owl’s Head wastewater 
treatment plants — reducing raw sewage 
discharges into the canal by an estimated 
58 to 74 percent.

Offi cials say sewage isn’t the primary 
form of pollution in the canal — but dredg-
ing the foul crud from the bottom of the wa-
terway will serve little use if runoff recon-
taminates it every time it rains.

“The [combined sewage overfl ows] are 
not the dominant source of toxic pollution at 
this point, but they are an important source 
of it and the importance of that source will 
increase when the other sources are cut 
off,” Mugdan said. “[It] needs to be con-
trolled in order to get the full cleanup.”

Neighborhood activists expected the 
Superfund cleanup to focus exclusively on 
the toxic canal-bed, and they are thrilled 

the feds will target the discharge, and the 
nasty stench that comes with it.

“We have been trying to get the city to 
do something about the [sewer] pollution 
forever,” said Linda Mariano, co-founder of 
Friends and Residents of the Greater Gow-
anus. “It’s a very good thing that they are 
going to make the effort. That’s what we 
have been advocating for, for all of these 
years — I’m happy.”

The details of the plan are not yet set in 
stone — the feds will fi nalize the proposal 
within the next year after a 90-day public 
commentary period including two eagerly 
anticipated community meetings on Jan. 23 
and Jan. 24.

For now, the city says it will do what it 
has to do to clean up the canal.

“We look forward to carefully reviewing 

Superfund shocker calls for $78M waste tanks

PIPE CLEANERS: The city must stop raw sewage from fl owing into the Gowanus Canal after storms 
— presumably through the construction of two gigantic holding tanks priced at $78 million, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency decided. Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Feds force city to keep 
sewage out of Gowanus

Continued on page 10
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Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, 
UNITED, OXFORD, HORIZON, 
HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 
BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, 
AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, 
Restylane, Juvederm, Radiesse, 
Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, Laser 
Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, 
Torn Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, 
No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West 
Park Slope

136 West 17th Street 
NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Transportation-starved 

Red Hook commuters must 
wait several more months 
before the long-shuttered 
Smith–Ninth Street subway 
station fi nally reopens.

The closed transit hub on 
the border of Red Hook and 
Carroll Gardens was  most 
recently slated to reopen on 
Dec. 31  after 19 months of 
renovations — but that date 
has been pushed back until 
late March of next year, ac-
cording to the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority.

“The contractor is be-
hind schedule on this proj-
ect due to problems with 
sub-contractors and the 
challenges associated with 
the unique design of the sta-
tion,” MTA spokeswoman 
Deirdre Parker said in a 
statement. 

The contractor’s “poor 
management” of the sta-
tion’s rehabilitation is one of 
the causes of the prolonged 
delay, according to a recent 
report by the MTA’s Capital 
Program Oversight Com-
mittee, which says the sta-
tion repairs will not be com-

pleted in full until April. 
“Insuffi cient manpower 

and quality control, and 
other design issues” con-
tributed to the postpone-
ment, the report said. 

Red Hook commuters, 
who are strapped for public 
transportation options even 
when the elevated station 
servicing the F and G lines 
is operable, are outraged by 
the news.  

“I’m very upset,” said 
Desmond Hill, a Red Hook 
resident. “We have been 
making due for the past year 
and a half by either walking 
or taking the bus to the next 
station. The MTA needs to 
speed up construction — 

it’s outrageous.” 
Hill, who lives on Hicks 

Street near Lorraine Street, 
said that his commute to 
work in Coney Island has 
more than doubled since the 
closure of the Smith–Ninth 
Street station — forcing him 
to trek an extra 20 minutes 
to the Carroll Street station 
or hop on an “overcrowded” 
B61 bus to the Fourth Av-
enue–Ninth Street stop to 
catch the F train.  

“The closure and reno-
vation of the Smith–Ninth 
Street station has been the 
worst experience of my 
life,” he said. 

Renovation on the plat-
form level of the station is 
complete — the stop now 
boasts a new platform sur-
face, new rubbing boards, 
new lighting, and a new 
public address system, the 
MTA spokeswoman said.

Now the project is mov-
ing indoors.

“Work continues on the 
new, more spacious control 
house and the reshaping of 
the enclosure of the escala-
tor and stairs to improve cus-
tomer service,” said Parker.

LONG WAIT: It will be several 
more months before strap-
hangers see this at the Smith–
Ninth Street station. File photo

Still waiting for the train



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

JA
N. 

4-
10

, 2
01

3
6

DT

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
You can bank on these Montague Street 

condos becoming hot commodities.
The owners of an ornate, landmarked 

bank building that’s currently home to 
a Chase branch plan to convert the upper 
fl oors of the six-story Brooklyn Heights 
structure into luxury condos.

The Stahl Organization, which owns 
the neo-Italian Renaissance-style building 
between Remsen and Pierrepont streets, 
wants to add 13 residential units to the top 
three fl oors, while keeping the bank intact 
below.

Tenants will enter the 1916 building — 
designed by renowned architects Edward 
York and Philip Sawyer — through a new 
lobby in the rear that will mimic the grand 
looks of the bank.

“The new lobby portion of the build-
ing will be designed in a classic manner 
in keeping with the classical references 
in the main banking hall, which were 
based on a palazzo style,” said Barry Rice 
of Barry Rice Architects, the fi rm on the 
project.

The building — originally the headquar-
ters of the Brooklyn Trust Company — was 
modeled after the Palazzo della Gran Guar-
dia in the Italian city of Verona. 

The interior of the grandiose banking 
hall — which like the facade is protected 
by the city’s Landmarks Preservation 
Commission — will remain as is, complete 
with its prominent bronze chandeliers 
dangling from high coffered ceilings, co-
lossal arched windows, and mosaic mar-
ble fl ooring. 

“The banking hall is an historic interior 
space that will not be touched,” said Rice. 

Plans call for restoring the bank’s win-
dows to their original fi nishes, repairing 
deteriorating metal grills, reconstructing 
wood-insulated windows, and freshening 
up the facade.

That pleases Brooklyn Heights Associa-
tion president Judy Stanton.

“This condo plan comes with some res-
toration,” said Stanton, who is thrilled 
the renovation isn’t just being done un-
der the oversight of the city’s Landmark’s 
Preservation Commission, but also with 
guidance from the non-profi t New York 
Landmark’s Conservancy. “The building 
is going to be better maintained.” 

Rice says that the public will barely no-
tice the  alterations on the structure, which 
earned a spot on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

“Our intention is to make the fewest pos-
sible changes to the building,” said Rice, 
who added that the most prominent visible 
change will be the addition of a canopy that 
will go above a new glass door at the resi-
dential entrance, which will only be on the 
Pierrepont side of the edifi ce. 

Construction will start in a few months 
— and Rice likely won’t have to look far for 
buyers.

“Who wouldn’t want to live here?” said 
Crown Heights resident Melissa Dobles. 
“It’s a beautiful building from the out-
side and this neighborhood is so quiet and 
peaceful.” 

Condos to top Heights bank

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838 718-646-4659

NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.    
     That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT: The owners of the 
landmarked bank building at 177 Montague St. 
plan to top the Chase branch with 13 luxury con-
dos. Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
He was born to be a star!
Adorable East New York 

baby boy Orane Clarke al-
most stole the spotlight 
from the ball drop at Times 
Square on Jan. 1 when he 
arrived just minutes later 
to cheers at SUNY Down-
state Medical Center, where 
he created quite a buzz as 
Brooklyn’s fi rst baby of 
2013.

The doe-eyed darling ar-
rived at the stroke of 12:12 
am to cheers at the East 
Flatbush hospital, where 
he gently tipped the scales 
at 6-pounds 14-ounces and 
embraced his new stardom 
by snoozing peacefully in 
the arms of jubilant mom 
Nickesha, while doting dad 
Odane hovered close by.

Orane is the second 
child for the couple — al-
ready parents to 2-year-old 
Odane, Jr. — and his awe-
some addition is to rave for, 
says the family.

“I’m just overwhelmed, 
proud, and happy that 
we have another child!” 
beamed the happy mommy.

At New York Method-
ist Hospital in Park Slope, 
Jungmin Oh and Benjamin 
Brown also had reason to 
pop the cork! They rang in 
the New Year by welcoming 
their bundle of cuteness — 
baby girl Gena, weighing 
7-pounds 2-ounces and mea-
suring 19.5 inches in length 
— as the clock struck 12:54 
am. 

Jungmin, who hails 
from the Gangnam district 
of Seoul, South Korea made 
popular by pop star Psy, and 
hubby Benjamin say they’re 
just happy it’s all over — or 
just beginning, depending 
upon your perspective!

“We didn’t care whether 
she was the fi rst baby of the 
year, or anything like that,” 
said the delighted dad. “We 
just were hoping that she 
would be happy and healthy 
— we can’t think of a better 
way to start 2013.”

Precisely 22 minutes 
later, the festivities contin-
ued in full swing at Mai-
monides Medical Center 
in Borough Park, where 
Kensington mom Shamima 

Hossein had staffers cel-
ebrating at 1:16 am when 
she gave birth to the hos-
pital’s fi rst newborn of the 
year — a beautiful, bounc-
ing girl, weighing 5-pound 
10-ounces, but as yet with-
out a name in keeping with 
cultural rites. 

We’re told baby, and 
mom and dad Anwar, who 
already have four children, 
are doing just fi ne.

Father Time didn’t forget 
Brookdale University Hos-

pital and Medical Center 
at Brookdale Plaza, where 
lil’ Yomil Vallejo made his 
dazzling, 7-pounds 2-ounce 
debut at 4:35 am, becoming 
the year’s fi rst baby there, 
while delivering glad tid-
ings to thrilled parents 
mom Lorenza Rojas and dad 
Clarito Vallejo.

Courier Life and Commu-
nity Newspaper Group ex-
tend hearty congratulations 
to all of Brooklyn’s 2013 ba-
bies and their families.

HAPPY NEW YEAR: Brookdale University Hospital and Medical 
Center’s fi rst baby of 2013 was Yomil Vallejo — who brought New 
Year’s cheer to his parents Lorenza Rojas and Clarito Vallejo.

Boro’s new babies ring in 2013

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICSSOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

RIGHT ON TIME: (Top) Orane Clarke was born at 12:12 am at SUNY 
Downstate in East Flatbush to East New York couple Nickesha and 
Odane Clarke. (Below) Baby Gena was born to proud Park Slope 
parents Jungmin Oh and Benjamin Brown at 12:54 am at New York 
Methodist Hospital on Seventh Avenue.
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76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS–COBBLE HILL–RED HOOK 

Bicycle jacked 
Police arrested a suspect who they say 

stole a bicycle from a food deliveryman on 
Second Place while he was on the job on 
Dec. 27. 

The victim told police he was between 
Court and Clinton streets at 10:25 pm when 
the suspect, along with accomplices who 
were also apprehended, surrounded him 
and snatched the two-wheeler. 

Cash swiped
A woman was arrested for stealing 

a wad of money from a relative’s Court 
Street home on Dec. 8, police said. 

The victim told cops that prior to the 
robbery, she forbade the suspect from re-
turning to her abode between Third Place 
and Fourth Place ever again. 

At about 3:30 am the victim saw the sus-
pect climb out of the kitchen window and 
onto the street. Shortly after, the victim 
noticed that a lump sum of cash was miss-
ing from her purse, which she had left in 
the dining room, according to cops. 

The suspect faces charges of burglary, 
criminal trespass, petit larceny, and crim-
inal possession of stolen property, accord-
ing to documents from the District Attor-
ney’s offi ce.

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–BOERUM HILL–

DOWNTOWN

Bad break
Police arrested a trio of female sus-

pects who they say stole wares from a Ful-
ton Street clothing store — and then beat 
up the store employee who tried stop them 
— on Dec. 30.

The employee told police she was in the 
store between Hoyt and Smith streets at 
about 7 pm when the trio entered, snagged 
coats off the racks and grabbed pants and 
shirts, put the items on, and attempted to 
leave without paying. 

When the worker attempted to detain 
the girls they beat her up and punched her 
in the face and body, causing her to be hos-
pitalized with immense bruises and a bro-
ken fi ngernail, according to cops. 

Taxi driver attacked
Police arrested a suspect accused of 

bashing a taxi driver on the head on Ad-
ams Street while riding as a passenger in-
side the victim’s cab on Dec. 30. 

The cabbie told cops that he was inside 
the taxi with the suspect at 3:50 am near 
Tillary Street when the accused forcefully 
banged on the partition inside the cab so 
hard that it broke. 

The suspect — who faces charges of as-
sault, criminal mischief, menacing, and 
harassment — then struck the driver on 
the head with a closed fi st, which caused 
the victim substantial pain and left him 
unable to operate the vehicle, according 

to documents from the District Attorney’s 
offi ce.

Police say the suspect jumped out of the 
cab and kicked it twice, leaving a dent on 
the side of the cab.  — Natalie Musumeci 

94TH PRECINCT
GREENPOINT–NORTHSIDE

Scary threat
Police arrested a man who they say 

climbed over a 10-foot-high, barbed-wire 
fence and kicked through a window to as-
sault a rival and threaten to kill him on N. 
Ninth Street on Jan. 1. 

The victim who lives at the apartment 
between Berry Street and Wythe Avenue 
told police that he heard yelling outside at 
3 am and opened his window to see a bel-
ligerent man trying to call him out. The 
victim closed the window and the suspect 
kicked in between the bars to kick open 
the window, police said. 

“She told me to kill you,” the suspect al-
legedly told the resident. “It’s all going to 
end for you.”

Luckily, he didn’t get his hands on the 
victim, and police arrested him, charging 
him with burglary, trespassing, attempted 
assault, menacing, and harassment. 

Umbrella trap
A DNA swab from an umbrella led po-

lice to a burglar who broke into a house 
and stole a Calyer Street woman’s a cam-
era, an Apple MacBook, and bicycles back 
on Aug. 14. 

The victim told police that she returned 
to her apartment between Guernsey Street 
and Clifford Place at 4 pm to fi nd the door 
wide open. Once inside, she found her stuff 
gone, but found an umbrella that was not 
hers. 

Police ran a swab on the umbrella, 
which led them to the suspect. The man 
was arrested and charged with burglary, 
grand larceny, criminal possession of sto-
len property, and petit larceny. 

Attempted theft
Police arrested a suspect who they say 

tried to grab a cellphone out of a woman’s 
hand on Bedford Avenue on Jan. 1. 

The woman told police that she was 
near N. Sixth Street at 9 am when the sus-
pect asked to see her phone. When she said 
no, he tried to grab it out of her hands, but 
failed. Police showed up to arrest the sus-
pect and also found a bag of marijuana on 
him. 

The man was charged with attempted 
robbery, attempted grand larceny, menac-
ing, harassing, and drug possession. 

Hit on Huron
A man was arrested and charged with 

assault after he beat his friend over the 
head on Huron Street on Jan. 1, police re-
ported. 

Police said the attack happened be-
tween Franklin Street and Manhattan Av-
enue at 4:10 am. The suspect beat the vic-
tim with an unknown object, causing him 
to have a cut and bloody head. 

The victim went to the hospital and the 
suspect was charged with two counts of as-
sault, menacing, and criminal possession 
of a weapon. 

90TH PRECINCT
SOUTHSIDE–BUSHWICK

Bad aim
Police arrested a man who they say at-

tacked a woman with a knife in her Moore 
Street apartment on Dec. 26, but luckily 
didn’t hit his mark. 

The woman told police that she was in 
her apartment between Manhattan and 
Graham avenues at 6:25 pm when the sus-
pect swung the knife at her several times 
while yelling at her. 

Police charged the man with attempted 
assault, menacing, criminal possession of 
a weapon, and resisting arrest. 

Burglar on the roof
Police arrested an alleged thief who 

they say stole a couple of outfi ts from a 
Broadway store on Dec. 29. 

The custodian of the building between 
Graham Avenue and Thornton Street 
told police that at 1 pm he went onto the 
roof because he saw the latch undone and 
found the would-be thief with a backpack 
full of sneakers, cargo pants, shirts, and 
a hat. 

Police charged the suspect with bur-
glary, criminal mischief, petit larceny and 
criminal possession of stolen property. 

— Danielle Furfaro

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Indecent exposer
Police arrested a suspect who they say 

exposed himself on the G train and pro-
ceeded to masturbate in front of a female 
straphanger on Nov. 25. 

The victim told cops that she was on the 
train at about 6 am near the Lafayette Av-
enue and Fulton Street stop when the sus-
pect exposed his groin and began to touch 
himself, according to documents from the 

District Attorney’s offi ce. 
The suspect faces charges of public 

lewdness and exposure of a person. 

Broomstick basher 
Cops arrested a suspect who allegedly 

struck a man over the head with a broom-
stick inside a Navy Walk residence on 
Dec. 15. 

The victim told police that he was in-
side the abode near Myrtle Avenue at 10:30 
am when the accused bashed him over the 
head and lunged at him with a sharp bar-
becue fork.

The victim suffered bumps to the head 
and immense pain, according to docu-
ments from the District Attorney’s offi ce.

The suspect faces charges of assault, 
menacing, criminal possession of a 
weapon, and harassment. 

 — Natalie Musumeci

70TH PRECINCT
FLATBUSH—MIDWOOD

Sprayed down
A suspect was arrested for assaulting an-

other man with a stinging liquid from a pres-
surized can on Parade Place on Dec. 29.

According to cops, the accused con-
fronted the victim between Woodruff and 
Crooke avenues at 11:10 pm and began 
squeezing the nozzle on the canister. 

The victim said the burning fl uid got 
on his face and arm, and in his mouth and 
eyes, causing him to experience severe 
pain and irritation, according to docu-
ments from the District Attorney’s offi ce.

 — Will Bredderman

Blood on the tracks
Cops arrested a man who they claim 

swiped cash and jewelry from a Rugby 
Road home on July 12 — and left incrimi-
nating DNA behind. 

Police say that the accused smashed 
a window of the house at the corner of 
Dorchester Road around 10:30 am and pil-
laged the premises of $600, a pair of gold 
earrings, a gold wristwatch, and three 
gold necklaces. 

And authorities allege they found 
bodily fl uids on the broken glass, and 
traced them to the suspect.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Wheel goes round
Cops arrested a man who they say 

broke into a Bay Parkway apartment on 
Jan. 1 and threw the resident out of his 
wheelchair.

Police allege that at 4:10 am the sus-
pect pried open the window of the victim’s 
home at the corner of 66th Street and en-
tered without permission.

When the accused encountered the ten-
ant, he fl ipped him out of his wheelchair 
— causing the victim to suffer an injury 
to his fi nger, according to documents from 
the District Attorney’s offi ce.

— Will Bredderman
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-559-6992 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
www.kellerchirony.com

718.234.6206
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT
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Gerritsen Beach, but also 
other parts of the city such 
as the Far Rockaways and 
Manhattan.

“We weren’t asking them 
to go into Superfund sites,” 
said Fitzgerald. “Just to col-
lect what they would come 
in contact with anyway.”

The unconventional, 
open-sourced approach to 
scientifi c inquiry forces 
the researchers to sacrifi ce 
some control of the experi-
ment — but it helps them 
take in a large quantity of 
samples with little time in 
the fi eld.

“I teach classes, so I 
can’t run all over getting 
samples,” said Keimowitz. 

“Right now, we don’t have 
the time.”

The researchers have al-
ready been inundated with 
samples from scientists — 
both amateur and profes-
sional — as well as from 
concerned locavores. 

“We got samples from 
a lot of people involved in 
community gardening who 
wanted to know what was 
in the food they were grow-
ing,” said Fitzgerald.

Gowanus resident Ey-
mund Deigel said mailing 
soil to the upstate scientists 
will help all Brooklynites 
gain real understanding 
about the storm of the cen-
tury.

“More data means bet-
ter information and better 
discussion,” said Deigel. 
“There’s a lot of paranoia 
and a lot of people saying 
nothing happened. The 
more we know, the more 
we can actually get things 
done.”

Would-be scientists can 
send samples to:

Alison Keimowitz
Chemistry Department
Vassar College
124 Raymond Avenue
Poughkeepsie, NY 12604

 

NOTICE OF DISTRICTING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARINGS 
FROM JANUARY 7, 2013 TO JANUARY 15, 2013 

 
The NYC Districting Commission will hold five public hearings from 
January 7, 2013 to January 15, 2013. These hearings are open to the 
public. Individuals wishing to pre-register for speaking time or to submit 
written testimony in advance may do so by signing up online at 
http://www.nyc.gov/districting. Individuals wishing to speak at any hearing 
will be provided up to three minutes of speaking time. 
 

MANHATTAN  
Monday, January 7th   

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

Hunter College - Auditorium 
(Entrance on E. 69th Street)  

695 Park Avenue  
New York NY 10065 

BRONX  
Wednesday, January 9th   

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

Hostos Community College  
Repertory Theater, Building C  

500 Grand Concourse  
Bronx, NY 10451 

BROOKLYN  
Thursday, January 10th   

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

Saint Francis College  
Founders Hall Auditorium  

180 Remsen Street  
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

QUEENS  
Monday, January 14th   

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

LaGuardia Community College  
Little Theater 

31-10 Thomson Avenue 
Long Island City, NY 11101 

STATEN ISLAND 
Tuesday, January 15th  

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

Staten Island Borough Hall  
10 Richmond Terrace  

Staten Island, NY 10301 
 
Prior to the hearings, you may also submit written testimony to the NYC 
Districting Commission by mail to: NYC Districting Commission, Attn: 
Jonathan Ettricks, 253 Broadway, 7th Fl., NY, NY 10007, or by email to: 
hearings@districting.nyc.gov on or before 5:00 P.M. on the date of the 
hearing. Please indicate in your correspondence the date of the hearing 
for which you are submitting your comments. 
 

NOTE: The hearing locations are accessible to those with physical 
disabilities. Individuals requesting an interpreter for sign language or any 
other language at any hearing should contact the NYC Districting 
Commission at hearings@districting.nyc.gov or by calling 212-442-0256 
five days in advance of the hearing, and reasonable efforts will be made to 
accommodate such requests. 

the details of the EPA’s pro-
posal and working with our 
state and federal partners to 
improve water quality and 
support the cleanup of the 
canal,” said the city’s De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection in a statement.

Along with the city, the 
feds have tapped three-
dozen polluters to foot the 
bill for the cleanup, which 
is expected to cost between 
$467 million to $504-mil-
lion, including the energy 
giant National Grid, for-
merly the Brooklyn Union 
Gas company, Con Edison, 
and Verizon.

The worst contamina-
tion of the 150-year-old Gow-
anus Canal comes from its 
past as a major industrial 
transportation route for 
manufactured gas plants, 
paper mills, tanneries, and 
other chemical plants that 
operated along its banks, 
agency offi cials said.

From the 1860s to the late 
1950s, the waterway fueled the 
nation’s growth into an indus-
trial power — but in the pro-
cess, generated a byproduct 
called coal tar that contains 

an array of hazardous com-
pounds and has seeped 150 
feet down below the canal.

The state’s Department 
of Environmental Con-
versation will oversee the 
cleanup of polluted plots of 
land where three gas plants 
once stood along the canal 
and will hold responsible 
National Grid, the company 
that inherited legal liability.

The Superfund cleanup 
proposal also calls for:

• Blocking of any illegal 
hookup into the city’s sewer 
system that pollutes that ca-
nal.

• Seven options for dredg-
ing the waterway.

• Seven options for treat-
ing and disposing of the 
foul gunk scraped up from 
the canal-bed, either on-site 
or out of Brooklyn, where it 
will be burned, turned into 
fuel, or used as landfi ll.

• Supplementary tech-
niques to keep sewer wa-
ter out of the canal includ-
ing street-level plantings 
and water-retaining green 
spaces, funded by federal 
and city grants.

Federal offi cials say 
that the three-dozen po-

Continued from page 4 

Gowanus

DRIP DRY: If the federal government has its way, this will never 
happen again.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham

tentially responsible par-
ties will have the option 
to choose how exactly to 
dispose of the toxic waste 
under the oversight of the 
EPA — but no matter what 
they choose they will cover 
the costs.

After the plan is fi nalized, 
there will be an estimated 
two-year design phase and 
the actual cleanup will go on 
until about 2020, agency offi -
cials said.

Environmental Protec-
tion Agency public meet-
ings on Superfund cleanup 
proposal at PS 58 (330 Smith 
St. near Carroll St. in Car-
roll Gardens) on Jan. 23 at 
7 pm and at Joseph Miccio 
Community Center (110 W. 
Ninth St. near Henry St.) 
on Jan. 24 at 7 pm. The 
agency will accept writ-
ten and public comments 
on the proposal until Mar. 
28, 2013. E-mail gowanus-
canalcomments.region2@
epa.gov or write to:

Christos Tsiamis, proj-
ect manager

Central New York Re-
mediation Section

US Environmental Pro-
tection Agency

290 Broadway, 20th 
fl oor

New York, NY 10007-1866

Give Your
Home a
Fresh Look

Big or Small,
We Paint It All!

Neat, Prompt & Professional
Free Written Estimates

References Gladly Provided

Stroke of Style Painting

917.771.6701

Continued from cover 

Sandy dirt

Keep seeing the forest 
as well as the trees.

An invasive pest called the Asian longhorned beetle is threatening to change 

the landscape you love. Once trees are infested, there is no cure. But there is 

something you can do to help. Look for the beetle and the damage it causes 

in your area, and report your fi ndings via the website or phone number below. 

Be a tree hero. Look for and report the Asian longhorned beetle.

BeetleBusters.info
 1-866-702-9938
 U.S. Department of Agriculture
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Metal fans, friends, 

family, and neighbors 
are mourning Brooklyn 
drummer and singer Rick 
Cimato after the Wil-
liamsburg resident died 
in a head-on car crash last 
Wednesday. 

The 37-year-old hardcore 
and metal stalwart — who 
fronted Gods Green Earth 
and played drums for Thin-
ning The Herd — was driv-
ing through Connecticut 
with his brother and girl-
friend after visiting family 
in Maine when a vehicle go-
ing the wrong way on the 
highway collided with his 
car.

The other driver  per-
ished in the wreck , while 
Cimato’s girlfriend and 
brother suffered serious in-
juries, but are expected to 
survive.

Bandmate Gavin Spiel-
man, Thinning The Herd’s 
lead singer, said he was 

heartbroken and that the 
group would probably call 
it quits.

“Rick was the best 
friend a guy could have,” 
said Spielman, who met Ci-
mato in 2007 when he was 
still manning the sticks for 
Nassau Chainsaw. “He was 
trustworthy and person-
able, and an amazing musi-
cian. Everyone who knew 
Rick loved him, he had an 
easy and calm way — and a 
great smile.”

Thinning The Herd fi n-
ished a new album “Free-
dom From the Known” last 
month and was planning to 
release the record — which 
was made with help from 
Nirvana producer Steve Al-
bini — in early 2013. 

Cimato’s bands fre-
quently played venues such 
as St. Vitus in Greenpoint 
and Trash Bar in Williams-
burg, where he took the stage 
for the last time in early De-
cember with Thinning The 

Herd in a tribute show for 
deceased Pantera guitarist 
Dimebag Darrell and the 
Hurricane Sandy victims. 

“Rick always stood out for 
his various musical talents 
and thanks to his commit-
ment to the New York metal 
and hardcore scenes, he will 
never be forgotten,” said Jo 
Schuftan, who runs  Horns 
Up Rocks , a New York-based 
heavy music blog and pro-
motion website. “I fi rst saw 
him on stage with Nassau 

Chainsaw, but it was when 
I saw him fronting Gods 
Green Earth that his energy 
and humor captured my at-
tention.”

Cimato’s fans weren’t 
just metalheads — he had 
plenty of followers on the 
nights he bar-tended at 
Brooklyn watering holes 
including Grand Victory in 
Williamsburg. 

Spielman is working on 
organizing a Brooklyn me-
morial for the musician.

THE BEATS: Rick Cimato was a staple of the New York City heavy 
metal scene, and spent years playing with local bands as both a 
drummer and a frontman.  Courtesy of Thinning The Herd

Williamsburg metal musician killed in car crash
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the end of the tunnel , and 
he says the discovery of a 
metal object is the biggest 
proof yet.

“It’s one thing to believe 
that something is real for 
more than 30 years and it’s 
another thing to actually 
know it exists,” said Dia-
mond, founder of the Brook-
lyn Historic Railway Asso-
ciation. 

“It’s like fi nding a giant 
hoard of gold,” he said. “That 
locomotive has been sitting 
there since the outbreak of 
the Civil War — it’s like a 
living piece of history.” 

The train buff spent 28 
years leading visitors down 
a manhole for popular tours 
of the abandoned passage 
until the Department of Transportation 
 closed the tunnel  by the order of Fire De-
partment offi cials, who deemed it a safety 
hazard in 2010.

 Diamond fi led suit in an attempt to re-
open the tunnel and managed to obtain a 
copy of the “top-secret” scientifi c fi ndings 
— uncovered by a team of experts hired by 
National Geographic for a proposed televi-
sion special on the urban legend — more 
than a week ago as part of his year-long 
case against the city.

The documents detail how engineering 
consultants from the New Jersey-based 
fi rm scanned Atlantic Avenue from street-
level with high-powered, ground-penetrat-
ing electromagnetic devices in search of the 
cast iron locomotive in January of 2011. 

“It is conceivable that the suspect loco-
motive is located between the middle and 
south sides of Atlantic Ave. and a separate 
smaller anomaly is located on the northern 
side of Atlantic Ave.,” wrote Matthew Pow-
ers, director of geophysical services for the 
fi rm, in an inside e-mail obtained by this 
newspaper. 

“Based upon Brinkerhoff’s interpreta-
tion of the geophysical data, there is no 
question that something(s) metallic is bur-
ied under Atlantic Ave., it’s just a matter of 
what and in what orientation,” wrote Pow-
ers. 

Diamond has no doubt that the 20-foot-
long intact metallic structure is a locomo-
tive dating back to the 1800s and that the 
smaller metal item is a railroad car. 

“The only object that was on a railroad 
back in those days that was 20-feet-long and 
that would give off a strong magnetic signal 
would be a locomotive,” he said. “There is 
nothing that a railroad used back then that 
would fi t that description — everything else 
was made out of wood.” 

Diamond, who believes the locomotive is 
buried behind a four-foot-thick stone wall 
and 70 feet of dirt, is itching to get back into 
the tunnel and feast his eyes on the historic 
steam-powered locomotive. 

“If I could get back down into the tunnel 
I would be digging with my teeth and fi n-
gernails trying to get at that thing,” said 
the railway enthusiast. “It will make my 
lifelong mission in life fulfi lled.” 

However, excavation won’t happen with-
out city permission. 

Department of Transportation offi cials 
would not comment because of the ongo-
ing litigation, but city lawyer Warren Shaw 
said the locomotive hasn’t had much power 
in court so far.

“The issue of a possible locomotive was 
raised in previous court proceedings,” he 
said. “The judge dismissed every aspect of 
the complaint related to the alleged locomo-
tive.” 

But Diamond is optimistic — and he 
says the city could turn this train into an 
engine for Atlantic Avenue. 

“I’m hoping that the city is going to real-
ize what a great fi nd this is … and use this 
as a world-class tourist attraction that has 
the potential to help revitalize the western 
end of Atlantic Avenue,” he said. “This is 
our big chance to make something out of 
the tunnel and this amazing archaeologi-
cal fi nd.” 

Offi cials at Brinkerhoff Environmental 
Group declined to comment on the matter 
because of Diamond’s ongoing lawsuit with 
the city. 

Continued from cover

Train

TRAIN OF THOUGHT: Railway afi cionado Bob Diamond (below) 
says a 20-foot-long metallic object detected underneath Atlantic 
Avenue is a 19-century locomotive, like the one pictured in this 
sketch. He wants the city to permit the excavation of the street. 
 Courtesy Bob Diamond
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announces the opening of a comment period on the Proposed Plan 
and preferred cleanup alternative to address contamination at the Gowanus Canal Superfund site in Brooklyn, Kings 
County, New York. EPA will accept public comments on this proposed plan until March 28, 2013. As part of the 
public comment period, EPA will hold two public meetings on the Proposed Plan for the Gowanus Canal Superfund 
site. The first meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 23 at 7:00 PM at the Carroll School (P.S. 58) located 
at 330 Smith Street, Carroll Gardens, Brooklyn. The second meeting will be held on Thursday, January 24, 
2013 at the Joseph Miccio Community Center, 110 West 9th Street, Red Hook, Brooklyn. To learn more about 
the meetings you can contact Natalie Loney, EPA’s Community Involvement Coordinator, at 212-637-3639 or 1-800-
346-5009 or visit our website at www.epa.gov/region2/superfund/npl/gowanus.
 
EPA recently concluded a remedial investigation/feasibility study (RI/FS) for the site to assess the nature and extent 
of contamination and to evaluate cleanup alternatives for the site. Based upon the results of this RI/FS, EPA has 
prepared a Proposed Plan which describes the findings of the remedial investigation and also provides the rationale 
for recommending the preferred cleanup alternative. The preferred cleanup alternatives to address contamination at 
the Gowanus Canal Superfund site consist of: 

the Canal and stabilizing the remaining contaminated native sediments with concrete or similar materials 

placing two layer cap over the dredged areas.

The Proposed Plan and other site-related documents are available for public review at the following locations:
Joseph Miccio Community Center: 110 West 9th Street, Brooklyn, New York; 718-243-1528; Hours: 9am – 9pm
Carroll Gardens Library: 396 Clinton Street, Brooklyn, NY 11231;
USEPA Region 2: Superfund Records Center, 290 Broadway, 18th Floor, New York, NY 10007-1866, 212- 637-4308; 
Hours: Mon. – Fri., 9am – 5pm

www.epa.gov/region02/superfund/npl/gowanus/

EPA relies on public input to ensure that the selected remedy for each Superfund site meets the needs and concerns 
of the local community. It is important to note that although EPA has identified a preferred cleanup alternative for the 
site, no final decision will be made until EPA has considered all public comments received during the public comment 
period. EPA will summarize these comments along with EPA=s responses in a Responsiveness Summary, which will 

Written comments and questions 
regarding the Gowanus Canal Superfund site, postmarked no later than March 28, 2013 may be sent to:

Christos Tsiamis, Remedial Project Manager, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
290 Broadway, 20th Floor, New York, New York 10007-1866

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
INVITES PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE PROPOSED PLAN 

FOR THE GOWANUS CANAL SUPERFUND SITE
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
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Alzheimer’s disease affects 
millions of people across 
the globe. In the United 

States alone, the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation estimates one in eight 
seniors has the disease.

Research into the disease is 
ongoing, and it’s already yielded 
valuable information that may 
help reduce the prevalence. 

One discovery is that it may 
be possible to prevent or delay the 

symptoms through a combination 
of healthy lifestyle choices. The 
following are a few healthy habits 
that may help reduce the risk. 

• Exercise regularly. A study 
conducted by Scottish research-
ers and published in the journal 
Neurology in 2012 touted exer-
cise as the most effective way for 
adults to protect their brains. 

• Eat healthy. What you put 
into your body may also reduce 

your risk. 
• Stimulate yourself mentally. 

Mental stimulation can help the 
brain stay sharp, and people who 
fi nd ways to stay mentally stimu-
lated can reduce their risk. 

Alzheimer’s disease remains 
an enigma in many ways. But on-
going research continues to show 
that people can take measures to 
actively prevent or delay the on-
set of Alzheimer’s disease. 

How to reduce your risk for 
Alzheimer’s disease

“I was afraid my heart disease
was going to slow me down.”
The specialists at the New York Methodist-Cornell Heart Center provide a full range
of heart care services in the newest, most modern cardiac center in Brooklyn. The
center’s services range from diagnostic procedures and medical and interventional
cardiology to minimally invasive and conventional cardiac surgery – performed by a
team of outstanding physicians, including surgeons from the renowned Weill Cornell
Medical Center at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital.

New York Methodist – Cornell Heart Center

We fixed that.

506 Sixth Street, Brooklyn • 866-84-HEART • www.nym.org
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By Joanna R. Leefer

My mother-in-law 
Lillian has the 
best living ar-

rangement in New York 
City. She lives in a spacious 
one-bedroom apartment in 
a 12-story brick building in 
the fashionable section of 
the Upper West Side of Man-
hattan. And she pays only 
$350 a month rent. 

Lillian moved into her 
apartment back in the 1980s, 
when the neighborhood was 
considered a little too edgy 
for many people. I remem-
ber looking out her bedroom 
window and seeing trash and 
drug paraphernalia strewn 
around the back courtyard. 
Over the years the area has 
changed signifi cantly. Now, 
the Upper West Side is con-
sidered a tony place to live. 
Lillian’s building fl aunts an 
elegant green canopy over 

the front entrance and a 
doorman announces all visi-
tors and takes deliveries. The 
lobby is fi lled with beautiful 
period-piece furniture and 
the elevator is brass trimmed 
and carpeted. Most residents 
buy their apartments for one 
million dollars and more.  

Lillian moved into her 
rent-stabilized apartment 
when she was 65 years old. 
Her $350 a month rent was 
considered market rate. At 
the time, she was working 
as a sales woman at a lo-
cal women’s store, but she 
was preparing to retire. A 
neighbor told her about the 
New York’s Senior Citizens 
Rent Increase Exemption 
program and she made in-
quires. When she retired, 
she applied and was accepted 
into the program. Every two 
years when she signs a new 
lease, she submits a copy to 

the program, continues to 
pay the same monthly rent, 
and the program pays the 
difference between the rent 
increase and her original 
rent. Now, 30 years later, at 
the age of 95, she still pays 
the same rent she paid when 
she fi rst moved in. So when 
Lillian’s rent increased to 
$450, she still paid the origi-
nal rent of  $350 and the pro-
gram paid the remaining 
$100 to the landlord.  

New York’s Senior Citi-
zens Rent Increase Exemp-
tion program offers eligible 
tenants a freeze on rent in-
creases. The program per-
mits tenants who are 62 
years and older and have an 
income of $29,000 per year 
or less to continue to live 
in their rent-controlled or 
stabilized apartments with-
out paying rent increases. 
They must also prove that 

they pay at least one-third 
of their disposable income 
for rent. The program offi ce 
makes up the difference. 
So no matter how much the 
rent increases, the tenant’s 
rent remains the same. 

The program was cre-
ated in 1970 to protect low-
income seniors from rent 
increases in rent-controlled 
and rent-stabilized apart-
ments. In 1976 it was ex-
tended to eligible tenants in 
certain rental and coopera-
tive apartments in build-
ings that are now referred 
to collectively as “Mitchell-
Lama” apartments.

To apply for the program, 
an applicant must fi ll out an 
application and submits it 
along with required docu-
ments, which include proof 
of income and a copy of the 
prior and current lease. The 
form is available through the 

New York City Department 
of Finance offi ce, on line 
at the NY ACCESS website 
(https://a858-ihss.nyc.gov), 
or at many senior citizen 
centers. When completed, 
the application is then sent to 
the Department of Finance, 
where it is processed. A par-
ticipant must reapply every 
two years or yearly if a new 
lease is signed annually.

Not everyone can be lucky 
enough to pay only $350 a 
month for a desirable apart-
ment in New York, but if you 
know of some one who might 
be eligible for the program, 

she might continue to live in 
the same place without rent 
increases going forward.

Joanna Leefer is an El-
dercare Advisor with 10 
years experience. She was 
the primary caregiver for 
her parents for more than 
seven years and worked 
for Friends and Relatives 
of Institutionalized Aged, 
an advocacy organization 
for the elderly. For more in-
formation on her services, 
visit www.joannaleefer.
com. Her book Eldercare 
Basics will be available 
spring, 2013. 

Government program shelters 
seniors from rent increases

ELDERCARE TODAY

In New York City, seniors on a fi xed income can be pro-
tected from higher living costs when their lease is up.

By New York Methodist Hospital
Parkinson’s disease (PD) is one of the 

most common neurological disorders—each 
year, over 50,000 Americans are diagnosed 
with the condition. Over 90 percent of PD 
cases occur in those aged 50 and over, mak-
ing the disease a major threat to the quality 
“golden years” a senior deserves. 

PD is a disorder of the central nervous 
system involving the degeneration and loss 
of nerve cells in a key area of the brain. The 
most characteristic feature of Parkinson’s is 
a slow and rhythmic tremor when the body 
is at rest. Parkinson’s usually progresses 
slowly, but the rate of progression varies 
from one individual to another. 

New York Methodist Hospital’s (NYM’s) 
Parkinson’s Disease Program offers the only 
comprehensive diagnostic and treatment 
program in Brooklyn for Parkinson’s and 
other movement disorders. The Program 
utilizes a team approach, engaging the skills 
of neurologists, neurosurgeons, speech 
pathologists, mental health professionals, 

nurses and rehabilitation therapists. “With 
each patient, we create a unique treatment 
regimen that addresses symptoms,” says 
Miran Salgado, M.D., chairman of neu-
rosciences and director of the Parkinson’s 
Disease Program at NYM. “We fine-tune 
medicine regimens and use rehabilitation 
therapies including physical therapy, dietary 
modification and exercise to help fight the 
progression of PD.”

The most effective medicine used to treat 
PD is levodopa, which converts to dopamine 
in the brain. Increased dopamine helps 
reduce many PD symptoms. Levodopa is 
often taken in conjunction with other medi-
cations that increase its efficacy while limit-
ing side effects. In many cases, however, 
medications will have a stronger impact at 
the beginning of the treatment.

“Sometimes, PD medications have lim-
ited effects on the symptoms of the disease, 
and in fact, the medications may result in 
significant side-effects,” says Martin Zonen-
shayn, M.D., chief of neurosurgery at NYM. 

“When this happens, surgeons can perform 
an advanced, minimally invasive procedure 
in which a pair of electrodes is inserted 
through a small opening in the skull. The 
electrodes are placed within key areas of 
the brain affected by PD, and then con-
nected by implanted wires to a device called 
an implanted pulse generator (IPD). Once 
activated, an IPD sends continuous electrical 
pulses to the target areas in the brain, block-
ing the impulses that cause tremors and 
other PD symptoms. This form of treatment 
is called Deep Brain Stimulation (DBS), 
and the activation is controlled entirely by 
the patient and physician using a hand-held 
remote control device. The true advantage 
of this surgery is that the stimulation is 
adjustable and reversible for years after the 
original surgery, thereby allowing the physi-
cian to make the necessary adjustments as 
the disease evolves.”

For more information about the Par-
kinson’s Disease Program at NYM, call 
718.264.8820. 

New York Methodist Hospital’s Parkinson’s 
Disease Program: a Team Approach

Martin Zonenshayn, M.D., chief of 
neurosurgery at NYM.
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As men and women en-
ter their golden years, 
many decide they can 

no longer maintain their 
homes, and choose to down-
grade to something smaller, 
be it an apartment or a condo-
minium. For millions of oth-
ers, health plays a signifi cant 
role when deciding where to 
move when it’s time to sell 
their homes.

According to the AARP, 
slightly more than fi ve per-
cent of people 65 years and 
older reside in nursing 
homes, congregate care, as-
sisted living, and board-and-
care homes. Though no one 
plans to live in a nursing 
home, seniors and their fami-
lies should at least know what 
to look for just in case. 

Determine the 
individual needs

Seniors researching po-
tential living facilities might 
fi nd it diffi cult to determine 
their specifi c needs. Un-
foreseen health conditions, 
for instance, might dictate 
which option is the best fi t. 
Those who have a medical 
condition that requires rou-
tine monitoring will almost 
certainly want a skilled 
nursing facility. But those 
without medical conditions 
who need help with simpler 
tasks of everyday life are 
likely to have those needs 
met by an intermediate facil-
ity. Some facilities provide 
both types of care, which 
can make transitioning from 

one to another much easier 
if or when that need arises. 
Facilities typically have in-
take planners on staff who 
evaluate each individual and 
determine which level of care 
is the best fi t.

Research policies 
and procedures

Each facility should be 
ready and willing to share 
and discuss its policies and 
procedures with regards to 
residents. What is the proce-
dure when a resident has a 
medical emergency? What if 
a resident fi nds a living situa-
tion unpleasant? What is the 
facility’s philosophy regard-
ing staff and resident interac-
tion? What are the facility’s 
hiring practices, including 
certifi cation requirements, 
for its  personnel? What is 
the ratio of staff to residents? 
Each facility should be able 
to answer these questions 
promptly and adequately. 
Those who can’t should be 
checked off the list of resi-
dences to consider.

Facility ratings
According to the AARP, 

recent research has shown 
that nonprofi t nursing homes 
offer higher-quality care, bet-
ter staff-resident ratios, and 
have fewer health violations 
than facilities managed by 
for-profi t companies. People 
researching facilities for ag-
ing relatives can visit Car-
ing.com. The website enables 
adults to compare nursing 

homes in their areas, includ-
ing if a home is for profi t or 
nonprofi t, and the home’s ca-
pacity. You can even learn 
each facility’s Medicare 
ratings, which are deter-
mined by examining the 
safety of the facility and its 
overall quality of care and 
a host of other factors.
Tour the facility

Before choosing a facility 
for themselves or an elderly 
relative, individuals should 
spend some time at the fa-
cilities they’re considering 
to get a fi rsthand account 
of what life at that facility 
is like. Observe the staff in-
teractions with residents, 
including if they address 
residents with respect and 
patience. How do the current 
residents look? Are they un-
kempt and left to their own 
devices, or do they appear 
well groomed and are they 
encouraged to interact with 
other residents? Does the 
facility seem warm and wel-
coming, or is it antiseptic? 
The move to an elderly care 
facility is often diffi cult and 
sometimes depressing, so 
each of the above conditions 
can carry signifi cant weight 
when choosing a facility.

Finding a nursing home 
or a similar facility for your-
self or an aging relative is 
not necessarily easy. 

Those facing such a dif-
fi cult decision should begin 
the process as early as pos-
sible to ensure they fi nd the 
facility that is the best fi t.  

What to look for in an 
elder care facility

A host of factors, including staff interaction with residents, should be considered 
when choosing an elder care facility.

The cold weather brings 
with it a season of 
smiles, the fi rst snow-

falls and, unfortunately, cold 
and fl u outbreaks. While 
everyone else is suffering, 
there are ways you can 
make it through the season 
unscathed.

It is estimated that a bil-
lion people across North 
America will succumb to 
the cold virus this year, says 
Medline. Considering there 
is no cure for cold and fl u vi-
ruses, prevention remains a 
person’s best option at fend-
ing off cold and fl u, espe-
cially for seniors. 

There are different pre-
cautions to take that can help 
protect you against getting 
sick or at least reduce the 
frequency and severity with 
which cold and fl u strikes.

Although there is no 
magic pill to take that will 

prevent you from catching a 
cold or the fl u, there are ways 
to improve your odds.

• Wash your hands the 
right way. Washing your 
hands frequently remains 
the single-best way to keep 
viruses and bacteria that 
can make you sick from in-
fi ltrating the body. 

Washing your hands for 
at least 20 seconds can effec-
tively remove any dirt, grime 
and invisible invaders.

Skip antibacterials
Because colds and the 

fl u are the result of viruses, 
which are different in behav-
ior and structure from bacte-
ria, they will not be killed off 
with the use of antibacterial 
products. 

What you may succeed in 
doing is killing off any bene-
fi cial bacteria on your hands 
as well as creating resistant 

bacteria that form with over-
use of antibiotics and anti-
bacterial products.

Get the flu shot 
There is no vaccination 

to prevent the common cold, 
but there are immunizations 
that can help reduce your 
risk of getting the fl u or help 
minimize its severity. 

Doctors’ offi ces, clinics, 
and even pharmacies all of-
fer annual fl u shots.

Use sanitizer 
Surfaces that are fre-

quently touched should be 
wiped down with a disinfec-
tant product. 

A bleach-and-water solu-
tion is an effective sanitizer. 
Surfaces to sanitize include 
phones, doorknobs, light 
switches, remote controls, 
computer keyboards, fau-
cets, toys, and countertops.

Stay healthy when the 
season of sniffles starts

ELDERCARE TODAY

Celebrating over 25 years 
of servicing the community!

Evening & Weekend Hours Available

PT owned
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

718-258-6699

Dedicated To Your Recovery!

Home Care
Therapy
Available
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DT Of course Mom wants to stay 
home; that’s where her memories 
are. The family photos on the walls 
and shelves are more than just mo-
ments in time. They’re reminders 
of who she is and what she’s ac-
complished in her life. Staying in 
her home allows her to live her life 
in familiar surroundings, amidst 
her cherished memories.

So when Mom begins to struggle 
with basics like dressing, feeding 
or bathing – and you can no longer 
manage her weakened condition 
alone – it’s understandable that 
you might think your only option 
is a nursing home. Thankfully, 
that’s no longer true. Healthfirst’s 
managed long term care options 
offer the support services needed 
to care for Mom and keep her in 
the home she loves.

For almost 20 years Healthfirst 
has been a community partner 
helping some of the neediest pa-
tients on Medicare and Medicaid 
get the same kind of quality health-
care we would want for our own 
families. 

And now, Healthfirst’s managed 

long term care options offer the 
special in-home services that Mom 
(and Dad, too) may now need. Ser-
vices such as:

Team – including a registered 
nurse, a social worker and a sup-
port coordinator – that oversees 
every aspect of your parent’s care

-
fessional home attendants, nurses 
and other caregivers

This combination of professional 
support services ensures that Mom 
gets at-home assistance with basics 
needs such as dressing, feeding 
and bathing, as well as ensuring 
that she’s receiving her medica-
tion and is getting to appointments 
on time. 

When you contact Healthfirst, 
a representative will walk you 
through the process and collect the 
details surrounding your request. 

contact you within 24-48 hours of 
your call. 

Next, we come to you. An En-
rollment Specialist will visit your 
parent at home, confirm his or her 
eligibility, and help you with the 
sign-up process. It’s just that sim-
ple. Within a few weeks (depending 
on approval) your parent can be 
enrolled with Healthfirst’s man-

aged long term care plan.

As proud members of New York’s 
richly diverse communities, we at 
Healthfirst understand your cul-
ture is important to you. That’s 
why we pride ourselves on our net-
work of thousands of doctors, many 
of whom speak your language. So 
when you need answers or have 
a home situation you would like 
to discuss with us, we’re in your 
neighborhood with support options 
that are right for you.

To find out more about Health-
first’s managed long term care op-
tions or to begin the enrollment 
process for Mom or Dad, call 1- 855-
551-4369,  TTY:1-888-542-3821 

 7 days a week, 8am – 8pm or visit 
HFLongtermcare.org.   Healthfirst 
managed long term care options: 
Getting Mom the care she needs to 
remain at-home and live indepen-
dently, longer.

Healthfirst Medicare Plan is a co-
ordinated care plan with a Medi-
care contract and a contract with 
the New York State Medicaid pro-
gram. 

H3359_MKT13_26 Accepted 
10142012

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

The Care Mom Needs - at Home  
Healthfirst’s Long Term Care Options
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Bronx, NY   
circa 1957

Home is where her heart is.
Your loved one can live at home and stay independent with  
Healthfirst’s managed long term care options.

Healthfirst Medicare Plan is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the 
New York Medicaid program.

©2012 HF Management Services, LLC H3359_MKT12_134 Accepted 09302012

HFLongTermCare.org1-855-551-4369
TDD/TTY: 1-888-542-3821 
7 days a week, 8am - 8pm
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DOWNTOWN

Need a hand writing essays for those 
standardized tests? Not to worry, folks, 
Professor Rob Ostrom and Professor 

Caroline Hellman, educators du jour, 
have prepared a handbook that prepares 
City University of New York students for the 
writing test that qualifi es them for college 
composition and future writing courses. 
The handy, dandy handbook, “CATskills: 
Mastering the CATW and College Writing,” 
is the GPA of navigating the College Assess-
ment Tests in writing. 

The 62-page bible includes an expla-
nation of the test’s directions (which, in 
Standing O’s opinion, is harder to under-

stand than the actual test-taking), exam-
ples of past successful essays, and practice 
exam passages. The handbook outlines it 
all, including paragraph construction and 
development and the use of evidence.

The wordsmiths both teach development 
writing, literature, and creative writing at 
City Tech. 

“The approaches in the book have 
proven successful for our students on the 
CATW and in subsequent English courses,” 
said Ostrom. “We wanted to share with 
other CUNY faculty the methods we’ve de-
veloped that have helped our students,” 
added Hellman

New York City Technical College [300 
Jay St. and Myrtle Avenue in Downtown, 
(718) 260–5500].

BENSONHURST

Speed racers
This year’s Bishop Kearney HS fresh-

men are on the fast track to another cham-
pionship season. The newbie runners cap-
tured the 2012 Brooklyn and Queens 

Country Diocesan Championship at Van 
Cortland Park in the Bronx, on Nov. 10. 

The team not only won the overall cham-
pionship, but speedy Tessie Gallagher 
also took fi rst place in the individual race 
and sister Jackie Gallagher fi nished just 
seconds behind her in second place. 

Not to be outrun by the Gallagher sibs, 
Kailey O’Grady crossed the fi nish line 
in sixth place, and the team’s victory was 

sealed. Kaitlin Mohnohan and Analise 

Tucci also fi nished in the top 20, which 
meant that Kearney placed fi ve runners in 
the top 20 for all of Brooklyn and Queens — 
an incredible accomplishment. 

Track coach John Lovett was prouder 
than a peacock with a new set of feathers. 

Bishop Kearney HS [2202 60th St. at Bay 
Parkway in Bensonhurst, (718) 236–6363].

PROSPECT LEFFERTS GARDENS

Filling some pretty big shoes
Medgar Evers College is expanding 

its staff and has welcomed the cream of the 
crop through its hallowed halls. 

New on board is Dr. Byron Price, dean 
of the business school; Brian Lym, MLIS, 
acting chief librarian and professor; Ken 

Hoyte, PhD, associate professor of educa-
tion; Tabora Johnson, Ed D, assistant pro-
fessor in education; Edward Hernandez, 
PhD, assistant professor in social and be-
havioral sciences; William Carr, PhD, as-

sistant professor biology; Chiyedza Small, 
PhD, assistant professor biology; Najja 

Shakir Al-Islam, PhD, assistant professor 
mathematics; Gelonia Dent, PhD, assis-
tant professor mathematics; Joshua Sus-

san, PhD, assistant professor mathematics; 
Cesar Valverde, PhD, assistant professor 
mathematics; Janice Bloomfi led-Alves, 
Ed D, assistant professor nursing; David 

Emig, MSN, assistant professor nursing; 
Cynthia Hughes, PhD, assistant professor 
nursing; Christopher Boxe, PhD, assis-
tant professor computer science; Lawrence 

Pratt, PhD, associate professor chemistry; 
and Rosa Zavala, PhD, assistant professor, 
computer science. 

What a crew.
“Medgar Evers College is very proud 

to welcome its new faculty members,” said 
Dr. William L. Pollard, president. “We 
are fortunate to have a group of educators 
who are committed to their fi elds, and work 
hard to provide our students with intellec-
tually stimulating academic programs.”

Medgar Evers College [1650 Bedford 
Ave. at Montgomery Street in Prospect Lef-
ferts Gardens, (718) 270–4900].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

COBBLE HILL

Elizabeth Butson was so impressed 
with the nursing care her late husband 
Thomas received at the hands of the 
angels of mercy at Long Island College 
Hospital, that after his passing she es-
tablished the Thomas and Elizabeth But-
son awards for Clinical Excellence and 
Compassionate Nursing Practice. This 
year, as in the last 13 years, the award 
honored the cream of the crop nurses at 
the hospital. 

Without further ado, the Butson hon-
orees are Sadie Jackson, RN, in the 

renal unit; Aurelia Gomez, RN, in the 
oncology unit; Andrew Abrams, RN, 
in the emergency department; Marilyn 

Reynolds, PCA, in the oncology depart-
ment, and Diane Simpson, RN, in the 
emergency department. 

Standing O pal Andrew received top 
honors for his dedication and devotion 
to his craft and his patients. 

Bravo one and all.
SUNY Downstate Medical Center, 

University Hospital of Brooklyn at Long 
Island College Hospital, [339 Hicks St. 
at Atlantic Avenue in Cobble Hill, (718) 
780–1000]. 

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Fa la la holiday show
Who needs the bright lights of 

Broadway when you have the tal-
ented students at PS 255? The staff 
and multi-faceted, entertaining stu-
dents put on a holiday show that ri-
valed any Broadway revue. The ju-
nior chorus, led by music specialist 
Margo Wallasch,  entertained the 
audience with a soulful rendition of 
“Have Yourself a Merry Little Christ-
mas” as well other carols and Kwan-
zaa and Chanukah favorites. What’s 
the holidays without a little “Dreidel, 
Dreidel, Dreidel?” 

Parents even enjoyed a virtuoso 
performance when fi fth graders 
Adrian Caiazzo and Eva Catapano 
plucked their violins to the merry 
holiday tunes. 

The chorus was accompanied 
by recorders, pianos, clarinets, and 
fl utes, which all added to the talented 
voices. 

Staff volunteers made the show 
experience even more Broadway-
complete with snacks and refresh-
ments served during intermission. 

PS 255 [1866 E. 17th St. between 
Avenues S and R in Sheepshead Bay,  
(718) 968–6116].

BUTSON HONOREES: (From left) Sadie Jackson, RN; Aurelia Gomez, RN; Andrew Abrams, RN; 
Marilyn Reynolds, PCA; and Diane Simpson, RN, were awarded for their excellence in care and 
compassion. Courtesy of Long Island College Hospital

Nurses receive award of excellence

Chillin’ and skillin’ those tests! 
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Enrico Ascher, M.D. 
and Anil Hingorani, M.D. 
two names you can trust in Vascular Care.
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www.VascularNYC.com
Call 718-630-RxRx (7979)        9) 

www
Call 7
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Futbol fanatics can bend it 

like Beckham right here in 

Brooklyn if Borough President 

Markowitz, whose term expires 

in 2013, makes good on his goal 

to make the County of Kings the 

home of Major League Soccer 

— complete with a world-class 

stadium in Bushwick, Browns-

ville, East New York, or Ca-

narsie (“Marty’s new goal: Pro 

soccer in Brooklyn,” online 

Dec. 26). 

Neighboring Queens narrowed 

the angle by courting a pro-

team of its own with backers 

kicking in $3 million for a new 

soccer stadium at Flushing 

Meadows Corona Park. 

But consider that a tossed 

gauntlet for “Mr. Brooklyn,” 

who returned the pass by jock-

eying, “Why shouldn’t Brook-

lyn be at the forefront of that 

effort and have truly a world 

class soccer stadium?”

Why not indeed, agreed most 

of our web hooli-fans.

Marty is the best! All in for Brooklyn.
 Barry from Flatbush

Go Marty! Go Brooklyn!
 Judahspechal from Bedstuy

Brooklyn Ballers has a nice ring to it. 
They may be able to get the land for the 
project but I don’t think they will be able 
to get land where there are also several 
train lines converging, so people can come 
from around the area and get in and out. 
I guess Canarsie might work, but being 
able to get there on the F train will hurt 
us. It will be far for everyone in Canar-
sie which could affect attendance. They 

could also build another airport there 
if they wanted to, or dig an extension to 
the Gowanus Canal, or even a huge bike 
track, but I don’t think anyone is suggest-
ing any of those things, and I really don’t 
see this going anywhere at this time. The 
MLS is growing, and it is a much better 
league than it was 15 years ago, but it’s 
hard to see a late, half-baked proposal 
by Markowitz beating a fairly advanced 
and well-thought-out project proposal to 
bring a team to Queens. And even looking 
beyond that, it’s hard to see three MLS 
teams in the NYC area at this point.  
 Jay from NYC

Let’s call them the Metros!
 Or from Yellow Hook

They could just build a soccer stadium 
on the other part of Atlantic Yards. 
 Ty from PP

What’s Soccer? LOL!
 Susan from Sunset Park

The Metropolitan Transporta-

tion Authority rang in 2013 with 

a glum warning for Downtown 

riders — the long-idle Smith–

Ninth Street subway station 

won’t be up and running any 

time soon, despite a 19-month 

makeover that’s now expected 

to cost $41.3 million as part of 

the city’s $257.5 million Culver 

Viaduct rehabilitation project 

(“Smith–Ninth rehab running 

late, station won’t reopen for 

months,” online Dec. 27, 2012).

The agency delayed the New 

Year’s Eve grand re-opening 

of the vital transit corridor 

between Red Hook and Carroll 

Gardens due to the “poor man-

agement” and other foul-ups of 

its contractor, said an agency 

spokeswoman, adding that the 

MTA was now looking at late 

March to be back on track.

Our cyber readers railed against 

the bloops and blunders.

Platform level renovation is not com-
plete. On both in and outbound platforms, 

it appears that window art or glass is 
still in the works. And the original green 
“Smith–9th Street” mosaic tile plaques 
have not been re-installed. Let’s hope 
they were not destroyed.
 MJ from Kensington

I want to be Desmond Hill. I wish I 
could say that the temporary (but drawn 
out) closure of the subway station nearest 
my home “has been the worst experience 
of my life.”
 Three points from many possible

After 19 months they have hardly 
done anything, basically they put in a 
new roof and painted the walls and added 
some crappy art-deco metal things on the 
edge of the platform. They did not do any-
thing major like replace the steel support 
trusses, or add an elevator to make it bet-
ter for handicapped people. Everything 
that has been done should have been done 
in a month at most. The MTA workers on 
this project at one point built a room out 
of plywood which they would go and hang 
out in, and do nothing all day. A worker 
at a different station involved in this proj-
ect cursed me out and called me all sorts 
of four-letter words because I would not 
open the emergency exit for him, which 
I am pretty sure is not legal for me to 
even do. Of course, like the coward he is, 
he ran away when I turned around and 
walked back to him, and asked him his 
name, and pulled out my iPhone to fi lm 
him. I can’t even begin to count how 
many times I go though the station and 
the tracks on the F train, and see all the 
workers standing around smoking and 
doing nothing. Everyone involved in this 
project needs to be fi red and investigated 
for fraud. It is “projects” like that are the 
reason for the upcoming fare hike. 
 JAY from NYC

Take photos of slacking workers. 
Send them to the [media]. Enough pho-
tos and they send a reporter. They love a 
city scandal and slacking workers. Get a 
single sleeping “worker” and this system 
will be running in a week.
 SwampYankee from ruined Brooklyn

Oh for the good old days of the 1860s, 
when things got done on time and every-
one knew his proper place. By the way, 
the work is contracted out and then sub-
contracted. This work is being done by 
private-sector companies. 
 Jake from Carroll Gardens

Doggone leashes!
To the editor,

Hey all you dog walkers out there — 
those extra-long, retractable leashes you 
use aren’t for walking your dog down city 
streets.

You have no control of your pet with 
them. 

They are made for a park setting.
Millie Gotts

 Kensington

Solar storm danger
To the editor,

Hurricane Sandy was bad. A super so-
lar storm could be far worse.

We are hit by one, every 100 years or so. 
Lucky for us, such storms have never done 
damage, but that’s because we didn’t have 
advanced electrical power 100 years ago.

When we were hit by a super solar 
storm in 1859, all it did was knock out 
telegraph lines. When one occurred in 
1920, there were a number of fi res at elec-
trical plants, causing blackouts.

However, if we were to be hit by such 
a storm today, it would make Hurricane 
Sandy seem like a walk in the park on a 
spring day!

Just try living without electrical 
power, not for days but for weeks — even 
months. This means no running wa-
ter, and worse, all the nuclear reactors 
across America would have a nuclear 
meltdown.

The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration knows this, and has 
alerted Congress. 

There is a bill afl oat — H.R. 668, the 
Shield Act — that would amend the Fed-
eral Power Act to protect the bulk-power 
system and electric infrastructure criti-
cal to the defense and well-being of the 
U.S. against natural and man-made elec-
tromagnetic pulse threats and vulner-
abilities.

It could help in preventing the worst 
from happening — if put into action. It 
could save millions of lives, and trillions 
of dollars, but funding has been held up 
because of a few thoughtless congress-
members.

There is a new Congress coming. 
Maybe it can do what the outgoing Con-
gress was just too stupid to do.

The “big one” is coming around 2013, 
give or take a few years. But coming it 
is. We would be ready if Congress didn’t 
waste time. David Raisman

Bay Ridge

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
telephone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve the 
right to edit all correspondence, which 
becomes the property of Courier Life 
Publications. To read more comments, 
visit www.BrooklynDaily.com.

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Readers kick off 2013 talking soccer, trains
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HOME ON THE STAGE
Artist collective Silent Barn invites performers to stay

Trading spaces: Artist Katie MvVeay 
designed the Canned Ham “home,” 
a place for performers to stay the 
night at the music and art space 
Silent Barn. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

By Hannah Palmer Egan

There’s plenty of space in the barn for everyone.
The brand new Bushwick artist collective Silent 

Barn is making its Brooklyn debut renting workspaces 
to a theater company, a recording studio, a record exchange, 
and a handbag manufacturer. In a vacant lot next door, its 
members are planning a community garden and in a 1972 
camper called “Canned Ham,” which will provide overnight 
accommodations to performers from out of town. 

Since pulling the plug on a Queens space with a storied 
history and sad demise — it closed in September 2011 after 
building-code violations and a major robbery — Silent Barn 
members have been meeting weekly to map out a long-term 
future for the collective, according to Kristen Barry, a Barn 
member, musician, and artist from White Plains, NY. 

“Trying to have a legal [art] space in the City that is finan-
cially sustainable is very rare; that’s something we’re trying to 

offer to artists,” Barry said. “[It’s] a very community-oriented 
space where ideas will be exchanged.”

Upstairs are several apartments for artists in residence 
such as Kate Levitt, a drummer from Baltimore who moved 
in just before New Year’s.

The Silent Barn isn’t a quiet place to call home, but Levitt 
— who signed on for an upcoming Asia tour with electro-
fantasy musician Grimes — says it’s inspiring to live and 
work around so many artists. 

“So many cool things are going on right now — this [apart-
ment] is the coolest thing, and [the Grimes tour] is super cool,” 
she said as she moved boxes into her fourth-floor walk-up 
apartment, visibly excited about her new home. 

“It’s all happening.”  
On Jan. 5, the venue will present an evening of sound-

scapes in the recently renovated storefront performance space, 
featuring Alien Whale, a raucous, three-man jam ensemble 

whose smashing-drums-and-screaming-guitar sets feel like 
straight catharsis. 

Also on the bill is Cloud Becomes Your Hand, whose hard-
scrabble yet listenable audio environments sound like they 
were made to accompany a videogame wherein a Calcutta 
kitchenmaid battles a swarm of robotized locusts, the Indian 
street-scene still audible in the background. It’s not dance 
music but it makes for an aural feast.

Fox-Crane-Bear, with longtime Silent Barn resident G. 
Lucas Crane, and Heat Identity will be perform, as well. 

The show marks Silent Barn’s fourth evening of program-
ming in less than a week, a sign the collective plans to con-
tinue its tradition of hosting near-nightly performances. 

Alien Whale, Cloud Becomes Your Hand, Fox-Crane-
Bear, and Lucas Crane at the Silent Barn (603 Bushwick Ave. 
between Melrose and Jefferson streets, www.silentbarn.org) 
Jan. 5, 8 pm–midnight, $7.

WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  
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By Natalie Musumeci

Saying I do has never been so 
ironic.

An unconventional wed-
ding expo for the hipster couples 
who want to get hitched — but 
without the traditional baggage — is 
coming to one of Brooklyn’s hippest 
neighborhoods this January. 

The producers of the regional 
anti-bridal show “Lovesick: A 
Wedding Expo for the Cool at 
Heart” will unite soon-to-be-mar-
ried couples looking to shy away 
from the mainstream cliched, fairy-
tale wedding, with an array of more 
than 40 alternative wedding vendors 
at the Music Hall of Williamsburg. 

“When we search for vendors 
we look for creativity and ideas that 
go against the grain of what wed-
ding magazines and TV shows force 
on couples,” said co-producer Tom 
Wright of Hi-Society Productions, 
a Philadelphia-based wedding DJ 
and cinematography company that 
has hosted the Lovesick Expo in 
northeastern cities since January 
2011 and previously brought it to 
Williamsburg. 

“Weddings don’t have to be 
stuffy pomp and circumstance, so we put 
together a room of creative professionals 
who want to collaborate with couples to 
bring all of their crazy or nontraditional 
ideas to reality.” 

According to Wright, the Lovesick Expo 
is guy-friendly and even caters to same-sex 

and environmentally conscious couples, 
unlike traditional wedding shows that only 
focus on the bride-to-be. 

At the expo rows of eclectic vendors 
including event planners, caterers, event 
stylists, dress designers, florists, jewelers, 
invitation makers, grooms-ware designers, 
photo booth rental service providers, magi-

cians, vintage prop rental service 
providers, photographers, DJs, 
cinematographers, and more will 
show off their wares in a venue 
that will boom with live music 
and a booze-filled cash bar. 

“The whole event is about help-
ing people find individuality in the 
wedding world,” said Wright.

Among the many wedding 
vendors including Love ‘n Fresh 
Flowers, Birchtree Catering and 
Bettie Page clothing, there will 
be no shortage of handcrafted 
goods, organic and locally grown 
flowers, eco-friendly items, and 
caterers who specialize in vegan 
and vegetarian fare.

For the first time ever the 
Lovesick Expo will feature a “fash-
ion bar,” or a lounge area where 
attendees can try on bridal, groom, 
and cocktail attire and booze-up at 
the same time, said Wright. 

The expo will even showcase 
spicy burlesque performances and 
up to $10,000 worth of wedding-
related goods will be raffled off. 
All of the proceeds from the raf-
fle will benefit the Philadelphia-
based non-profit Children Can 

Shape the Future. 

Lovesick: A Wedding Expo for the Cool 
at Heart at the Music Hall of Williamsburg 
[66 N. 6th St. between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, www.lovesick-
expo.com]. Jan. 12, 11 am–3 pm, $6.50 
online, $10 door.

Wedding expo offers hip alternatives to tradition
SAYING ‘I DON’T’

By Danielle Furfaro

The end of the world is coming — and it will be 
animated.

For years, anime art expert J.R. Pepper has been 
analyzing the Japanese obsession with the apocalypse — 
and are they ever obsessed. Much of anime, whether it be 
in film, television, or in books, takes place in some sort of 
post-apocalyptic world. 

“A lot of it has to do with the fact that the Japanese have 
been through so many devastations, like nuclear warfare 
and climate change and earthquakes,” said Pepper, who 
will discuss her critiques of end of the world anime at a 
lecture called “Bright Eyes at the Apocalypse: Exploring 
the End of the World in Japanese Animation.” 

“They embrace it as a way to deal with it.”
Pepper claims the Japanese started using the trope 

heavily soon after the U.S. bombed the cities of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. From kids’ shows including “Sailor Moon” 
to more graphic and adult works such as “Genesis Survivor 
Gaiarth” and “Viper’s Creed,” there has always been a 
quest to survive in a suddenly harsh and unforgiving 
landscape. 

“In one of the films, they say that the nuke that woke up 
Godzilla was American,” she said. “A lot of science fiction 
is like that. It tends to focus on what people fear most.”

Pepper has the cred to back up her analysis. Even 
before she went to art school, she was doing the comic 
convention circuit. In the past few years, the 30-year-old 
has appeared on anime panels at Comicon, SalonCon and 
the Toyko in Tulsa convention. She also regularly writes 
for PinkRaygun.com, a site focusing on women’s love for 
science fiction, fantasy, and horror.  

Even if the subject matter is grim, Pepper believes that 
anime is the right way for the Japanese to explore such 
fears and horrors. 

“In Japan, they tend to treat animation as a serious 
medium,” said Pepper. “It isn’t just a tool for children and 
entertainment.”

“Bright Eyes at the Apocalypse: Exploring the End of 
the World in Japanese Animation” at the Observatory (543 
Union St. at Nevins in Gowanus, observatoryroom.org). 
Jan. 21, 8 pm, $5. 

Japanese anime 

expert talks on

the apocalypse

A sense of an ending: J.R. Pepper, self-proclaimed professional geek, is a 
fan of big-eyed Japanese drawings that feature the end of the world as 
we know it.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham

By Elyse Wanshel

Throw some gefilte fish on the bar-
bie! 

Kane Street Synagogue in Cobble 
Hill will screen the film “My Australia,” the 
tale of Tadek, a 10-year-old who grows up 
fatherless in 1960s Poland and is obsessed 
with all things Australian — and unaware 
of his Jewish heritage — during the ninth 
annual Brooklyn Israel Film Festival. 

In the movie, the boy’s mother, a secret 
Holocaust survivor, raises Tadek and his 
14-year-old brother, Andrzej, Catholic in 
an attempt to protect her children from the 
social persecution she so brutally experi-
enced. 

Yet, when the confused and misin-
formed Andrzej joins an anti-Semitic gang 
and gets himself and young Tadek arrested 
for beating up Jews, the mother decides to 
move the family to Israel. 

To vegemite-coat the truth, she tells 
Tadek that they are going to Australia 

and tasks Andrzej with the responsibil-
ity of telling his little brother about their 
Jewish heritage. Now that’s what we call a 
didgeridoo-it-girl!

 “Very few Israeli films deal with 
what happens to the generation after the 
Holocaust,” said Roberta Kahn, a long-
time publicist for the festival. “And this is 
a very hopeful story. There’s a lot of love 
between the mother and the kids.”

The touching film, which won the audi-
ence choice award at the 2011 Jerusalem 
Film Festival, is told from Tadek’s prepu-
bescent and platypus-loving perspective.

It plays at Kane Street Synagogue on 
Jan. 26 at 8 pm, and is so good it’ll boomer-
ang you back to the Brooklyn Israel Film 
Festival for years to come, mate.

Kane Street Synagogue [236 Kane 
St. between Court and Clinton Streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 875–1550, www.
kanestreet.org/iff]. Jan. 26, 8 pm, $12, $30 
for festival.

Movie tells of post-Holocaust family’s journey “down under”
MOM’S AUSSIE LIE LEADS HIM TO ISRAEL

Earth-friendly wedding: At the Lovesick Expo there will be no shortage of 
eco-friendly, handcrafted, and organic wares. There will also be caterers 
who specialize in vegan and vegetarian fare.   Photos by Tom Wright

Behind closed doors: 10-year old Tadek in the film 
“My Australia” has no idea he’s the son of a 
Holocaust survivor so his mother tells him the family 
is moving to Australia — when they’re really moving 
to Israel.  Courtesy of Israel Film Festival
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$7.95 Price FIxed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree and a Treat

7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn
718-989-8951

Free Delivery

GREENHOUSE CAFE
LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sun. Nights

7717 3rd GreenhouseCafe.com Valet Parking

Friday, Jan. 4 - The Groove - 10 pm
Saturday, Jan. 5 - Prodigal Child - 10 pm
Sunday, Jan. 6 - David Vann & Co - 6 pm

Thursday, Jan. 10 - Paul De Wolf 
from The Groove - 7 pm917-379 -9388

          Early Bird Special
CHOICE OF BEVERAGE

CHOICE OF ENTREE

Served with potato or rice and fresh vegetables

$1995
Per person

Plus tax 
& gratuity

  APPETIZER

Red Or White

  with 
 COFFEE or TEA

CHOICE OF ONE
OR  

Join us for 
NYC Restaurant Week

One of 2 Brooklyn Restaurants Participating!

718-745-3700
WWW. .

– –

Do you tweet?
Stay current

through 
Facebook?

To get the
latest in

Brooklyn news, 
check us

out online at
our Twitter

and Facebook 
pages.

Just search for
Brooklyn Daily.
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FRI, JAN. 4
TOYS FOR TOTS DRIVE: The Park 

Slope Civic Council is again host-
ing the annual holiday collection. 
Books and toys are needed for 
families with children 2 to 12. 
Various locations throughout 
Park Slope. Visit website for list 
of drop-off locations. Free. www.
parkslopeciviccounil.org/toys-
for-tots. 

GLOBAL SHOES: The exhibit, which 
incorporates cultural artifacts 
from the museum’s collec-
tion and a variety of hands-on, 
feet-on activities, encourages 
children and their families to 
explore global cultures within 
the context of fantasy shoe store 
and factory. Suitable for children 
5 to 12 years old. $7.50 (Free for 
members and children under1). 
10 am–5 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. 
Marks Avenue in Crown Heights 
(718) 735-4400] www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

BLOOMING BABIES: Baby its cold 
outside is suitable for children 
18 months to 2 and 1/2 years 
and teaches the little ones about 
the animals around the world 
and how they keep warm dur-
ing the winter months. Free with 
museum admission. 11:30 am to 
12:30 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. 
Marks Avenue in Crown Heights 
(718) 735-4400] www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

ENTERTAINMENT, LETTERS TO 
SANTA: A museum exhibit at 
Williamsburg’s City Rliquary tells 
the story of a young Bedford-
Stuyvesant-born man who in 
1913 played Santa and answered 
the hopeful letters of needy chil-
dren — succeeding miraculously 
in founding the Santa Claus As-
sociation, only to fail in the end. 
$5. noon–6 pm. City Reliquary 
[370 Metropolitan Ave., between 
Marcy Avenue and Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg (718) 782–
4842] www.cityreliquary.org. 

THREE KINGS DAY: Children 5 
years old and younger make a 
jeweled crown to take home 
and discover the origins of the 
holiday. Free with museum ad-
mission. 2:30–3:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 Brook-
lyn Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in 
Crown Heights (718) 735-4400] 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

ENTERTAINMENT, STORIES AND 
SPOKES: Biko Center in Bush-
wich Brooklyn will host its series 
First Fridays Live. This series 
brings the performing Arts to the 
community of Bushwick Brook-
lyn. On Jan 4th the program will 
feature “Stories and Rhythms of 
Polynesia and South India.” $20. 
7 pm. Biko Center [1474 Bushwick 
Ave. in Bushwick, (917) 517-8558], 
www.bikocenter.org. 

ART, ART OPENING RECEP-
TION: NURTUREart is pleased 
to present The Order of Things, 
curated by Jamillah James and 
featuring artists: Lisha Bai, Leah 
Beeferman, Ethan Greenbaum, 
Elisa Lendvay, Demetrius Oliver, 
Allyson Vieira, and Joe Winter. 
The Order of Things considers 
the shift in our relationship to the 
universe in light of recent apoca-
lyptic predictions. Free. 7–9 pm. 
NURTUREart [56 Bogart St. in 
Bushwick (718) 782-7755] www.
nurtureart.org. 

SAT, JAN. 5
QUILT SHOW: The 21st annual show 

features theme of Cool-whether 
it’s a cold wintery science, and 
cool colors. $3. Noon–4 pm. Lef-

ferts Historic Homestead [452 
Flatbush Ave. between Empire 
Boulevard and Eastern Parkway 
in Park Slope (718) 789-2822] 
www.prospectpark.org. 

TRAIN WORKSHOP: Children of 
all ages create a grand central 
city in honor of the 100 birthday 
of Grand Central Terminal. Free 
with museum admission. 1:30 
pm. New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Downtown, (718) 
694-1600], www.mta.info/mta/
museum. 

THREE KINGS DAY: 2:30–3:30 pm. 
See Friday, Jan. 4. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKETBALL: 
The Brooklyn Nets take on the 
Sacramento Kings. Starting at 
$15. 7:30 pm. Barclays Center 
[620 Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Downtown, (212) 359–
6387] www.BarclaysCenter.com. 

SUN, JAN. 6
WORKSHOP, INTRODUCTION 

TO PODCASTING: A podcast-
ing class in Bushwick will teach 
Brooklynites the ins and outs of 
crafting an online radio hour for 
the world to listen to — or just 
their friends. $282. 3rd Ward 
[195 Morgan Ave. at Stagg Street 
in Bushwick (718) 715-4961] 
www.3rdward.com.

MUSIC, ELECTRONIC AND 
DANCE: Joey Anderson, Jor-
dan Rothlein, and Momo Araki. 
$8-$10. 8:00 p.m. Cameo (93 
North Sixth Street in Williams-
burg), www.cameony.net. 

MUSIC, UKRAINIAN VILLAGE 
TUNES: Zozulka will bring the 
tunes that are little-known be-
yond Ukraine to life with rich 
harmonies and powerful lyrics. 
$10 donation. 6 pm. Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-9177], www.
barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, VIOLIN TUNES: Violinist 
Sarah Goldfeather, who has per-
formed in a range of indie and 
bluegrass bands and is a member 
of the New York-based Great 
Dog Almighty, will serenade 
the crowd. $10 donation. 7 pm. 
Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 965-
9177], www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, GYPSY SWING: Stephane 
Wrembel is a French virtuoso gui-
tarist who scored the theme song 
to Woody Allen’s “Midnight in 
Paris,” which he also performed 
live during the 2012 Academy 
Awards. $10 donation. 9 pm. 
Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope (718) 965-
9177] www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

SUNDAYS@SENESH: For newborns 
to preschoolers, includes open 
play in gym, guided play in music 
and movement, led by a early 
childhood instructor. $15. 9 
am–noon. Hannah Senesh Com-
munity Day School [342 Smith 
St. between First and Second 
place in Carroll Gardens (718) 
858–8663]. 

WINTER WORKSHOPS: New se-
ries of discovery programs for 
children. Hands-on discovery for 
children of all ages. Activities are 
indoors. Free with garden ad-
mission. 10 am–noon. Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden [1000 Washing-
ton Ave., at Eastern Parkway in 
Crown Heights (718) 623-7220] 
www.bbg.org. 

ZUMBA FOR LIFE: Join the 2013 
Bergen Beach, Mill Basin & Ma-
rine Park Relay for Life Team as 
we try to break the record for the 
World’s Largest Indoor Zumba 
Class. $10. 11 am. Aviator Sports 
[Hangar 5 at Floyd Bennett Field, 

Brooklyn in Mill Basin (718) 758-
7550] www.aviatorsports.com/
camps. 

“HOW I BECAME A PIRATE”: A 
new musical based on the chil-
dren’s book about Jeremy, who 
has a talent for building sand cas-
tles and digging moats. He winds 
up on Braid Beard’s ship and has 
a great adventure. For children 
6 and older. $7. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 Campus 
Rd., between Amersfort Place 
and Kenilworth Place in Midwood 
(718) 951-4500] www.brooklyn-
centeronline.org. 

GROUP, SINGLE WOMEN: Group 
forming 45 to 65 years old for 
movies, shows, lunch, dinner and 
trips. No walk-ins. RSVP required. 
Free. 2 pm. El Greco Restaurant 
[1821 Emmons Ave. at Sheep-
shead Bay Road in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 336-7908]. 

MON, JAN. 7
MUSIC, INDIE ROCK: Run For The 

Skylines and Archway. $7. 8:00 
p.m. Cameo (93 North Sixth 
Street in Williamsburg), www.
cameony.net. 

WORKSHOP, PARENT WORK-
SHOP: A page-by-page explana-
tion of the information supplied 
in the document and how it is 
used as an educational guideline 
for teachers, parents and pro-
fessionals for a student with a 
disability. Seats limited. Free. 9 
am. I,S, 228 David A. Boody [228 
Avenue S in Gravesend, (718) 
333-3885], mailto:mailto:cec21@
schools.nyc.gov. 

MUSIC, WESTERN SWING: The 
Brain Cloud’s brand of west-
ern swing draws from a New 
Orleans-meets-Texas, strings-
meet-horns, and jazz-meets-
country sound. $10 donation. 7 
pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope (718) 965-
9177] www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, PSYCHEDELIC POP: 
Brooklyn-based Chicha Libre 
plays a mixture of latin rhythms, 
surf music and psychedelic pop 
inspired by 1970’s Peruvian music 
from the Amazon. $10 donation. 
9:30 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope (718) 
965-9177] www.barbesbrook-
lyn.com. 

TUES, JAN. 8
MUSIC, INDIE ROCK: Lazy Talkers, 

Ace Reporter, Shit Show, Bears 
in a Temple For Midgets. $7. 
8:00 p.m. Cameo (93 North Sixth 
Street in Williamsburg), www.
cameony.net. 

SINGALONG: Come clap, dance, 
sing or just watch! $2.50. 11:00. 
The Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hicks and Henry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 923-
9710], themoxiespot.com. 

TEEN GAME TIME: Children 13-18 
years old play video games. 

Free. 3–4 pm. Paerdegat Branch 
Library [850 E. 59th St. at Flat-
lands Avenue in Canarsie (718) 
241-3994] www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

COSTUME PARTY: Teen Diviner’s 
fans will be happy to dress up 
and and put on the Ritz for a 
reading of The Deiviners by the 
author herself Libba Bray. Free. 
6 pm. Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush Ave. 
at Eastern Parkway in Grand 
Army Plaza in Park Slope (718) 
230-2100] www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org/branch_library_detail.
jsp?branchpageid=265. 

READING, READING: Award-win-
ning journalist Jonathan Katz, 
the only full-time American cor-
respondent in Haiti during the 
devastating 2012 earthquake, 
launches his investigation of how 
ordinary Haitians fared in the di-
saster’s aftermath. Drinks will be 
served. Free. 7 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO (718) 666-3049] 
www.powerhousearena.com. 

MUSIC, BALKAN-INSPIRED 
TUNES: Nine musicians make 
up the Slavic Soul Party that will 
take the stage and dole out a mix 
of fi ery gypsy brass, soulful Bal-
kan anthems, and hip-grinding 
American funk. $10 donation. 9 
pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 965-
9177], www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

WED, JAN. 9
EDUCATION, COMPUTER SKILLS: 

Presented by the Brooklyn Cen-
ter for Independence of the 
Disabled, Inc., the class is led 
by Aleta Fenty, who is deaf and 
teaches the course in American 
Sign Language. No previous 
computer experience required. 
Free. 1–4 pm. BCID [27 Smith St. 
between Livingston and Fulton 
streets in Downtown (718) 998-
3000 X301]. 

DANCE, DANCE CLASS: The 
Federation of Italian American 
Organizations of Brooklyn (FIAO) 
is again sponsoring its popular 
free ballroom dance instruc-
tion for teens and seniors alike 
in its ballroom dance classes 
on Wednesday nights. Special 
bonus: the instructor will be 
Carmine “Big Screecher” Santa 
Maria. Free. 6 pm. I.S. 96 [99 Av-
enue P, between W. 11th and W. 
12th streets in Gravesend, (718) 
232—2266]. 

READING, POETRY READING: 
Biographer Dr. Langdon Ham-
mer will speak about Brooklyn 
poet Hart Crane. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library [280 
Cadman Plaza West at Tillary St. 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 623-
7100], www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org/branch_library_detail.
jsp?branchpageid=117. 

READING, READING: Local favorite 
Grant Ginder (author of This is 
How it Starts) launches his latest. 

Join us for a reading from Driv-
er’s Education, a novel Booklist 
called “lively, funny, gritty, and 
achingly real” in a starred review. 
Rolling Stone contributing edi-
tor David Lipsky joins the author 
in conversation. Free. 7 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO (718) 
666-3049] www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

MUSIC, DRUM BEATS: Drummer 
and composer Jeff Davis will take 
the stage and play tunes from 
his new album , “Leaf House.” 
$10 donation. 8 pm. Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-9177], www.
barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, AFRO-BEATS: The Mand-
ingo Ambassadors stay true to 
the tunes found in Guinea. $10 
donation. 10 pm. Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-9177], www.
barbesbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, JAN. 10
MUSIC, INDIE ROCK: Honey wild, 

Companion, Sam Buck Rosen 
and Adios Ghost. $7. 8:00 p.m. 
Cameo (93 North Sixth Street 
in Williamsburg), www.came-
ony.net. 

TODDLER TIME: Barnyard bud-
dies is suitable for 2 and 3 year 
olds. Children enjoy nature play, 
counting and sing-a-longs. Reg-
istration required. $150 ($125 
members) for whole series. 10–11 
am. Prospect Park Zoo [450 Flat-
bush Ave. at Ocean Avenue in 
Prospect Park (718) 399-7339] 
www.prospectparkzoo.com. 

ENTERTAINMENT, LETTERS TO 
SANTA: noon–6 pm. See Friday, 
Jan. 4. 

WINTER CONCERT: Presented 
by the students at Edward R. 
Murrow High School. $7. 7 pm. 
Edward R. Murrow HS [1600 Ave. 
L in Midwood, (711) 258-9283], 
www.ermurrowhs.org. 

FRI, JAN. 11
MUSIC, INDIE ROCK: Wishes & 

Thieves, These Animals, The 
Ugly Club and Mitten. $7-$10. 
7:30 p.m. Cameo (93 North Sixth 
Street in Williamsburg) www.
cameony.net. 

TODDLER TIME: Barnyard bud-
dies is suitable for 2 and 3 year 
olds. Children enjoy nature play, 
counting and sing-a-longs. Reg-
istration required. (Session A and 
Session B). $150 ($125 members) 
for whole series. 10–11 am and 
11:30 am–12:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Zoo [450 Flatbush Ave. at 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect Park 
(718) 399-7339] www.prospect-
parkzoo.com. 

MUSIC, PECULIAR TUNES BASED 
ON SOUNDS OF ODD ANI-
MALS: Songs for Unusual Crea-
tures boast tunes that celebrate 
a range of odd creatures that 
roam the planet from the Aus-
trailian Bilby to the deep-sea 
Magnapinna Squid, the songs are 
brought to life by a mix of pecu-
liar sounding instruments includ-
ing the theremin, claviola, and 
the stylophone. $10 donation. 7 
pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 965-
9177], www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

ART, VIDEO AND PHOTOGRAPHY: 
Studio10 is pleased to present 
Per Future, an exhibition of work 
by New York based artist Phyl-
lis Baldino. Per Future traverses 
Baldino’s interest in scientifi c 
phenomenon. This exhibition in-
cludes fi ve single-channel videos 
and two series of photographs. 
Free. 7 pm. Studio10 [56 Bogart 
St. in Bushwick (718) 852–4396] 
www.studio10bogart.com. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKETBALL: 
The Brooklyn Nets take on the 
Phoenix Suns. Starting at $15. 
7:30 pm. Barclays Center [620 
Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush Avenue 
in Downtown, (212) 359–6387] 
www.BarclaysCenter.com. 

MUSIC, FUSION OF MONGOLIAN 
TUNES AND MODERN ROCK: 
Namgar grew up in the small 

village of Kunkur, in the Russian 
republic of Buryat, by the Mon-
golian border. Her musical blend 
is mixed with traditional and 
modern instruments. $10 dona-
tion. 8 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. 
at Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 965-9177], www.barbes-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, AFRO-BEATS MIXED WITH 
ROCK AND FUNK: Super Hi Fi, 
led by bassist and composer Ezra 
Gale, mixes the rhythmic land-
scapes of dub with afro-beat and 
raw rock and funk. $10 donation. 
9:30 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
965-9177], www.barbesbrook-
lyn.com. 

MUSIC, SPANISH TUNES: Pistol-
era’s danceable music is sung in 
Spanish and echoes songs about 
immigrants’ rights, war, racism 
and feminism. $10 donation. 11 
pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope (718) 965-
9177] www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

SAT, JAN. 12
MUSIC, DISCO, ELECTRONICA: 

Rory Phillips and JDH and Dave 
P. $8-$10. 11:59 p.m. Cameo (93 
North Sixth Street in Williams-
burg), www.cameony.net. 

MUSIC, CELLIST TUNES: Helen 
Gillet is a New Orleans-based 
cellist, singer, composer and im-
proviser that will take the stage. 
$10 donation. 8 pm. Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-9177], www.
barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, GUITARIST: The tunes of 
Howard Fishman, a composer, 
guitarist and bandleader, are 
jazz-inspired. $10 donation. 9 
pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 965-
9177], www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, COLOMBIAN-INSPIRED: 
The music of Chia’s Dance Party 
is fun, driven and adventurous. 
Their new project is based on the 
sounds of traditional Colombian 
marching bands. $10 donation. 
10 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope (718) 
965-9177] www.barbesbrook-
lyn.com.

TREE MULCHING: Bring your 
Christmas tree for mulching and 
enjoy the day with hot cocoa 
while you wait for your mulch to 
take home for your garden. You 
can even become a member of 
the Park Slope Civic Council and 
get a no plastic bags tote for 
free. Free. 10 am–2 pm. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center (Third St. 
and Park Circle in Prospect Park) 
http;//www.parkslopeciviccoun-
cil.org. 

MOVIE TIME: Children 5 and under 
enjoy an animated fi lm. Free with 
museum admission. 11:30 am. 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks Av-
enue in Crown Heights (718) 735-
4400] www.brooklynkids.org. 

WORKSHOP, SELF DEFENSE FOR 
PRE-TEENS: This new course 
includes activities geared to-
wards this age group of 10 to 
12 years. Discussions on safety, 
violence prevention techniques, 
and verbal/physical self-defense 
strategies in a non-competitive 
atmosphere. Free. 12:30–2:30 
pm. Center for Anti-Violence 
Education [327 Seventh St. in 
Prospect Park (718) 788-1775] 
www.caeny.org. 

JUNIOR ENGINEERS: Children 4 
and up learn that the power to 
fuel the subway comes from the 
East River. Free with museum 
admission. 1:30 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street in Down-
town, (718) 694-1600], www.mta.
info/mta/museum. 

SOUTH AFRICA DAY: Children 4 
years old and up learn all about 
Nelson Mandela, master a few 
words in Zulu and make their own 
inspired craft to take home. Free 
with museum admission. 2:30 
pm. Brooklyn Children’s Museum 
[145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights (718) 
735-4400] www.brooklynkids.
org.

Cast away: Zack Dinerstein, a producer at WNYC and the host of a 
DIY podcast the Feedback, wants to teach you how to put on a podcast 
from the comfort of your home on Jan. 6, bedroom and microphone not 
included. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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By Natalie Musumeci

Now you can tee off for a cause. 
The owners of Red Hook’s  Brooklyn Crab  will host an 

upcoming miniature golf tournament on the 1950s-style 
putt-putt course in the seafood eatery’s backyard benefitting the 
Hurricane Sandy-battered businesses of the waterfront commu-
nity. 

Co-owner Jamie Vipond of the rustic Reed Street crab shack, 
which braved the October super storm with no serious damage 
thanks to its beach-y, but  durable design , said that he’s putting 
on the kid-friendly match to “contribute to the fund raising effort 
that has been made by many businesses and individuals in Red 
Hook.” 

“Most businesses are still not open in Red Hook, and are facing 
the reality of re-opening in mid-winter, which for most is the slow-
est time of the year,” he said. 

All entrance fees for the Jan. 5 tournament will go directly to 
Restore Red Hook, a non-profit organization created in the wake of 
Hurricane Sandy that aims to help the small businesses of the tight-
knit neighborhood get back on track after the storm’s floodwater 
inundated them, ruined inventory, and crippled livelihoods. 

 Dozens of neighborhood favorites  like Bait and Tackle, Dry 
Dock, the Good Fork, Red Hook Lobster Pound, and Sunny’s 
Bar, just around the corner from the seafood joint, fell victim to 
Sandy’s wrath. 

There will be a $10 fee for teams of two to play on the 18-hole 
course and a complimentary beer or soda will be given to each 
attendee courtesy of Union Beer Distributors, Troegs Brewery, 
Blue Point Brewery and Greenport Harbor Brewery — the beer 
retailers sponsoring the competition. There will also be $5 draft 
beer specials all day long for those who want to booze it up. 

Competing teams will tally their scores based on the honor 
system and the team with the best overall score on the entire course 
wins. 

The winning team will be awarded a $50 gift certificate for 
food and drinks at the Brooklyn Crab and all participants will 
receive a “fun free gift” as well. 

The fun will continue after the four-hour tournament for foot-
ball fans with the screening of the NFL playoff game in the crab 
shack’s main bar with happy hour food and drink specials running 
through the duration of the game. 

Restore Red Hook has raised more than $217,000 out of its 

$2-million goal as of Wednesday. 
Mini-golf tournament for Red Hook’s Hurricane Sandy relief at 

the Brooklyn Crab [24 Reed St. near Van Brunt Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 643–2722, www.RestoreRedHook.org]. Jan. 5, noon–4 pm. 
$5 per person for every team of two. 

Putt it all on the line for Sandy-battered Red Hook businesses

MINI-GOLF, BIG CAUSE 

By Danielle Furfaro

Exploring the dark corners of 
the abandoned Domino Sugar 
factory and then canoeing 

down the East River in search of hid-
den, decaying spots on the shore is a 
typical weekend for Nathan Austin. 

Austin is an urban explorer. The 
31-year-old intrepidly enters aban-
doned buildings and cordoned off 
nooks and crannies around Brooklyn, 
hoping to find places to get a little-
seen perspective on the city.

Austin has been exploring like 
this since he was a boy. 

“When I was a little kid, I was 
always climbing on top of buildings 
to see what was on the roof or see-
ing what kind of strange machinery 
was buried in the basement,” he said. 
“Every kid has that curiosity. I never 
lost it as I grew up.”

Now, Austin is sharing his exper-
tise and insights on urban exploration 
in Brooklyn. 

“It’s about the use of space. Who’s 
space is this? How is it being used? 
It’s about the channel we flow in,” 
said Austin. “I want to encourage 
people to see the city in a way that’s 
different from how they are told to 
see it.”

Austin’s explorations are not 
always planned. Sometimes he’ll just 
come across an interesting place to 
check out while walking down the 
street. Maybe he’ll notice an open-
ing into an abandoned building or an 
unused opening to a subway station. 
Once he determines that it’s safe, it’s 
hard to keep him out.

In his upcoming lecture on urban 
exploring, Austin plans to discuss 
the logistics and ethics of sneaking 

into spaces one is not supposed to 
be. Some of the logistics are common 
sense: wear practical shoes, bring 
gloves, don’t explore while drunk, 
don’t break into people’s homes. 

But there are also more delicate 
issues. For example, if Austin is 
exploring and runs into homeless 
people, he will back off and go find 
another spot to check out. 

“They’ve made a home there 
and that’s worthy of respect,” said 
Austin. “I want to encourage people 
to explore, but I want them to do it 
respectfully.”

Nathan Austin’s “How To Trespass: 
An Illustrated Lecture on the 
Logistics and Ethics of Trespassing” 
at the Observatory (543 Union St. at 
Nevins Street in Gowanus, obser-
vatoryroom.org). Jan. 8, 8 pm, $10 
includes a cocktail.

Urban explorer talks on exploring hidden city
BROOKLYN’S LOST WORLD

Happy Gilmore: Owner Jamie Vipond of Red Hook’s Brooklyn Crab is hosting an 18-hole mini-golf tournament in the seafood eatery’s backyard on Jan. 5 and all of the 
proceeds will benefit the neighborhood businesses that fell victim to Hurricane Sandy.  Photos by Tom Wright

The soft-white underbelly: Nathan Austin’s urban explorations take him to places most 
people never get to see.  Photo by Tod Seelie
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11 DECATUR, LLC  
Articles of Org. filed NY  
Sec. of State (SSNY)  
12/5/12. Office in Kings  
Co. SSNY desig. agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
may be served.  SSNY  
shall mail copy of  
process to 688 Sackett  
St., Brooklyn, NY 11217.  
Purpose: Any lawful  
purpose.

125 ST. JAMES PLACE  
LLC, a domestic LLC,  
Arts. of Org. filed with the  
SSNY on 4/5/07. Office  
location: Kings County.   
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served.  SSNY  
shall mail process to: The  
LLC, 54 Cumberland St.,  
Ste. LL, Brooklyn, NY  
11205. General  
Purposes.

23 Adelphi St. LLC.  
Arts. of Org. filed with  
Secy. of State of NY  
(SSNY) on 10/29/12.  
Office in Kings County.  
SSNY designated agent  
of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to 47-14 32nd  
Pl., LIC, NY 11101.  
Purpose: General.

62 BTM Realty LLC.  
Arts. of Org. filed with  
Secy. of State of NY  
(SSNY) on 12/13/12.  
Office in Kings County.  
SSNY designated agent  
of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to 62 Brooklyn  
Terminal Mkt., Brooklyn,  
NY 11236. Purpose:  
General.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

1136 BUSHWICK LLC, a  
domestic LLC, Arts. of  
Org. filed with the SSNY  
on 8/7/12. Office  
location: Kings County.   
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served.  SSNY  
shall mail process to:  
Jack M. Sasson, 1947 E.  
1st St., Brooklyn, NY  
11223. General  
Purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

8777 19 AVE, LLC , a  
domestic LLC, Arts. of  
Org. filed with the SSNY 

BANG STUDIO LLC Art.  
Of Org. Filed Sec. of  
State of NY 05/16/2012.  
Off. Loc.:Kings Co. SSNY  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY to mail copy of  
process to The LLC C/O,  
273 Van Brunt Street,  
Brooklyn, NY 11231.  
Purpose: Any lawful act  
or activity.

CHER-RICKY TAN LLC,  
a domestic LLC, Arts. of  
Org. filed with the SSNY  
on 9/17/12. Office  
location: Kings County.   
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served.  SSNY  
shall mail process to: Tan  
Cher Lynn, 43 4th Pl.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11231.  
General Purposes.

CHOE’S HAPKIDO, LLC  
Art. Of Org. Filed Sec. of  
State of NY 08/09/2012.  
Off. Loc.:Kings Co.  
Corporation Service  
Company designated as  
agent upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY to mail  
copy of process to The  
LLC C/O CSC, 80 State  
Street, Albany, NY  
12207. Purpose: Any  
lawful act or activity.

Name of LLC: 479 Hicks  
Street, LLC.  Arts. of Org.  
filed with NY Dept. of  
State: 11/19/12.  Office  
location: Kings County.    
Sec. of State designated  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served and shall mail  
process to: 3006 Quentin  
Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11229.   
Purpose: any lawful  
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

on 10/24/12. Office  
location: Kings County.   
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served.  SSNY  
shall mail process to: The  
LLC, 1260 73rd St.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11228.  
General Purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Name of LLC: Allied  
Realty Associates LLC.   
Arts. of Org. filed with NY  
Dept. of State: 10/11/12.   
Office location: Kings 

Notice of Formation of  
Chip & Block, LLC.  Arts.  
of Org. filed with NY  
Dept. of State on  
12/4/12.  Office location:  
Kings County.  Princ.  
bus. addr.: 190 Bedford  
Ave., #200, Brooklyn, NY  
11249.  Sec. of State  
designated agent of LLC  
upon whom process  
against it may be served  
and shall mail process to:  
c/o CT Corporation  
System, 111 8th Ave.,  
NY, NY 10011, regd.  
agent upon whom  
process may be served.   
Purpose: all lawful  
purposes.

Notice of formation of  
EDO REALTY LLC. Art. Of  
Org. filed with the Sect’y  
of State of NY (SSNY) on  
11/14/12. Office in  
KINGS County. SSNY has  
been designated as  
agent of the LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to the  
LLC, 105 Freeman St.,  
Brooklyn, NY, 11222.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

Notice of Formation of  
FC 8 Spruce Street  
Residential, LLC.  Arts. of  
Org. filed with NY Dept.  
of State on 10/18/2012.   
Office location: Kings  
County.  Sec. of State  
designated agent of LLC  
upon whom process  
against it may be served  
and shall mail process to  
the principal business  
address: FCRC Statutory  
Agent, LLC, 1 Metrotech  
Ctr., Brooklyn, NY  
11201, Attn: David L.  
Berliner.  Registered  
agent upon whom  
process may be served:  
FCRC Statutory Agent,  
LLC, 1 Metrotech Ctr.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11201,  
Attn: General Counsel.   
Term: until 10/18/2062.   
Purpose: any lawful  
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

County.   Sec. of State  
designated agent of LLC  
upon whom process  
against it may be served  
and shall mail process to:  
PO Box 220-036,  
Brooklyn, NY 11222.   
Purpose: any lawful  
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
CHASS PROPERTIES,  
LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
11/21/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: Scadi  
Etienne, 1710 Carroll St.,  
Apt. F17, Brooklyn, NY  
11213. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
SAY BUSINESS AND TAX  
SERVICES LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
11/13/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
Joseph Shortte, 939  
Thomas S Boyland  
Street, Apt. B1, Brooklyn,  
NY 11212. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of  
FCRC Modular, LLC.   
Arts. of Org. filed with NY  
Dept. of State on  
5/14/2012.  Office  
location: Kings County.   
Sec. of State designated  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served and shall mail  
process to the principal  
business address: FCRC  
Statutory Agent, LLC, 1  
Metrotech Ctr., Brooklyn,  
NY 11201, Attn: David L.  
Berliner.  Registered  
agent upon whom  
process may be served:  
FCRC Statutory Agent,  
LLC, 1 Metrotech Ctr.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11201,  
Attn: General Counsel.   
Term: until 5/11/2062.   
Purpose: any lawful  
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
OF LIMITED LIABILITY  
COMPANY. NAME:  
PANARCHION GROUP  
LLC. Articles of  
Organization were filed  
with the Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 11/14/12. Office 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
OF LIMITED LIABILITY  
COMPANY. NAME: 1055  
BBA LLC. Articles of  
Organization were filed  
with the Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 12/10/12. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY has been  
designated as agent of  
the LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a  
copy of process to the  
LLC, c/o John Palumbo,  
2034 West 11th Street,  
Brooklyn, New York  
11234. Purpose: For any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
COMPLEX SYSTEMS AND  
REPRESENTATION LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 11/13/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: THE  
LLC, 465 Warren Street,  
Apt. 2, Brooklyn, NY  
11217. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
537 GREENE AVENUE,  
LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
11/29/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
Marcia Fokas, 370  
Lexington Ave., 24 Fl.,  
New York, NY 10017.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

location: Kings County.  
SSNY has been  
designated as agent of  
the LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a  
copy of process to the  
LLC, 316 101st Street,  
Suite 41E, Brooklyn, New
York 11209. Purpose:  
For any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of Orion Property Holding  
LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of NY  
on 10/12/12.  Office  
location: Kings County.   
SSNY has been  
designated as an agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served.  The address to  
which SSNY shall mail a  
copy of any process  
against the LLC is to: The  
LLC, 849 57th St.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11220.   
Purpose: To engage in  
any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of  
TUNG FAMILY  
ASSOCIATES, LLC. Arts.  
of Org. filed with Secy. of  
State of NY (SSNY) on  
12/03/12. Office  
location: Kings County.   
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to the LLC, 96  
Sixth Ave., Brooklyn, NY  
11217. Purpose: Any  
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
CRYSTAL CLEAR  
DESIGNS, LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
09/28/2012. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: Jason  
Crystal, 257 Gold Street,  
#9Q, Brooklyn, NY  
11201. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Qualification  
of Southwest Brooklyn  
Health Home LLC.   
Authority filed with NY  
Dept. of State on  
11/8/12.  Office location:  
Kings County.  LLC  
formed in DE on  
8/14/12.  NY Sec. of  
State designated agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served  
and shall mail process to:  
Maimonides Medical  
Center, Attn: General  
Counsel, 4802 Tenth  
Ave., Brooklyn, NY  
11219, principal  
business address.  DE 

Notice of Qualification  
of SUSE LLC.  Authority  
filed with NY Dept. of  
State on 12/11/12.   
Office location: Kings  
County.  Princ. bus.  
addr.: 1500 Dexter Ave.  
North, Seattle, WA  
98109.  LLC formed in  
MA on 2/28/12.  NY Sec.  
of State designated agent  
of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served and shall mail  
process to: c/o CT  
Corporation System, 111  
8th Ave., NY, NY 10011,  
regd. agent upon whom  
process may be served.   
MA addr. of LLC: 404  
Wyman St., Ste. 500,  
Waltham, MA 02451.   
Cert. of Org. filed with  
MA Sec. of  
Commonwealth, One  
Ashburton Pl., Boston,  
MA 02108.  Purpose: all  
lawful purposes.

PASQUA MANAGEMENT  
LLC, a domestic LLC,  
Arts. of Org. filed with the  
SSNY on 10/19/12.  
Office location: Kings  
County.  SSNY is  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served.  SSNY shall mail  
process to: The LLC,  
2058 Mill Ave., Brooklyn,  
NY 11234. General  
Purposes.

PORTFOLIO TV LLC, a  
domestic LLC, Arts. of  
Org. filed with the SSNY  
on 10/16/12. Office  
location: Kings County.   
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served.  SSNY  
shall mail process to: The  
LLC, 396 Hancock St.,  
#3, Brooklyn, NY 11216.  
General Purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

address of LLC: 615 S.  
DuPont Hwy., Dover, DE  
19901.  Cert. of Form.  
filed with DE Sec. of  
State, 401 Federal St.,  
Dover, DE 19901.   
Purpose: any lawful  
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

RCL Sales LLC. Arts. of  
Org. filed with SSNY on  
10/09/12. Off. Loc.: New  
York Co. SSNY desig. as  
agt. upon whom process  
may be served. SSNY 

ROBERT WHITEFORD,  
LLC, a domestic LLC,  
Arts. of Org. filed with the  
SSNY on 10/30/12.  
Office location: Kings  
County.  SSNY is  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served.  SSNY shall mail  
process to: The LLC, 255  
Hicks St., Brooklyn, NY  
11201. General  
Purposes.

Ryan Boran Productions  
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed  
with SSNY on 10/29/12.  
Off. Loc.: Kings Co. SSNY  
desig. as agt. upon  
whom process may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to: The LLC, 109  
Luquer St., 2A, Brooklyn,  
NY 11231. General  
Purposes.

TJS & KS, LLC, Arts. of  
Org. filed with the SSNY  
on 10/04/2012. Office  
loc: Kings County. SSNY  
has been designated as  
agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to:  
1010 Hancock St,  
Brooklyn, NY 11221.  
Purpose: Any Lawful  
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

shall mail process to: The  
LLC, 8843 18th Ave.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11214.  
General Purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
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BY RAUL DOMINGUEZ
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — 

The Brooklyn Nets ended 
2012 a few hours earlier 
than most.

Tony Parker had 20 
points and the San Anto-
nio Spurs held the Nets 
to only fi ve points in the 
third quarter en route to 
a 104–73 win on Monday 
night.

MarShon Brooks had 
a season-high 16 points 
to lead Brooklyn (16–15), 
which suffered its fi rst 
loss under interim head 
coach P.J. Carlesimo. Joe 
Johnson added 12 points 
and Brook Lopez had 11, 
but Deron Williams was 

held to eight points and 
one assist.

San Antonio set a 
franchise low for fewest 
points by an opponent in 
the third quarter when it 
held the Nets to 10-percent 
shooting (2 for 20).

“I’m actually sur-
prised it wasn’t worse,” 
Carlesimo said.

Tim Duncan added 15 
points and Nando DeColo 
had 11, while Kawhi Leon-
ard, Tiago Splitter and 
Matt Bonner chipped in 
10 apiece for San Antonio 
(25–8), which won its sixth 
straight.

The Spurs had seven 

• ‘They [Stony Brook University] 
came in as the underdogs … 
it inspired me.’

• ‘We are learning to 
be a tough, 
resilient team.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Josh Palacios likes what he sees 

when he looks at his future college 
— mostly because it reminds him of 
his high school.

The switch-hitter senior cen-
ter fielder spent last spring run-
ning home to catch every second of 
Stony Brook baseball team’s Cin-
derella run to the College World 
Series during the same time his 
Yellow Jackets club reached its 
first-ever Public School Athletic 
League Class A semifinal. 

Stony Brook, which is coming 
off a program-best 52 wins, re-
minded him of Telecom.

“They came in as the underdogs 
and kind of shocked everybody,” 
said Palacios, who also catches. “It 
gripped me and inspired me. I could 
relate to it.”

As fate would have it, Stony 
Brook surprised him when it in-
vited Palacios to come visit, and 
shocked him with a scholarship of-
fer during the fall. 

The Suffolk County school got 
serious about the Park Slope native 
when it saw him hit for the cycle 
with his Greys travel team in Au-
gust. 

Palacios also had interest from 
St. John’s, Long Island University, 
and Miami, but felt like he belonged 
at Stony Brook.

“They are very inspiring, very 
down-to-earth coaches,” Palacios 
said. “They want more of a family 
relationship.”

He had a strong season at Tele-
com last year, batting .409, with 20 
runs scored, and 12 RBI after being 
cut his sophomore year at Xaverian 
before transferring. 

However, Telecom coach Ed 
D’Alessio sees Palacios as a very 
raw talent, still learning his way 
around the outfield and becoming 
more disciplined at the plate.

That inexperience, however, be-
lies the player’s tremendous physi-
cal abilities. 

Palacios has an above average 
arm, speed, and possesses a big-
time, power-hitting lefty.  

It’s those tools that could get 
Palacios selected by a Major League 
club in next year’s draft. 

Scouts have already begun call-
ing D’Alessio, who believes Palacios 
has pro potential and feels Stony 
Brook will help him meet it.  

“I think he has a good chance of 
getting drafted,” the high school 
coach said. “I don’t know why he 
wouldn’t have a good opportunity 

in [Stony Brook].”
All of the attention and the schol-

arship have only heightened Pala-
cios’s work ethic. 

Telecom should once again be 
a title contender this season and 
Palacios plans on making sure he 
does everything thing he can to reel 
in the trophy.

“It’s a thrill to see what’s going 
on,” Palacios said. “At the same 
time it doesn’t change what I’m do-
ing. It just makes me what to work 
harder.”  

— Telecom senior Josh Palacios on college choice — Nazareth coach Todd Jamison

Continued on Page 29

FIELD OF DREAMS: Telecommunications senior Josh Palacios has committed to play base-
ball at his dream school, Stony Brook University.  Courtesy of Josh Palacios 

Parker spurs 
San Antonio 

over Brooklyn

Telecom catcher is 
headed to Stony Brook

HUH?: MarShon Brooks gestures during the second half of the 
New Year’s Eve game against the San Antonio Spurs, in Texas. 
 Associated Press / Darren Abate



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

JA
N. 

4-
10

, 2
01

3
28

DT

SPORTS PAGE SPONSORED BY UNIFIED  WINDOW SYSTEMS, INC.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Nazareth’s Samson Usilo 

was faced with an ugly look-
ing stat sheet at half time — 
he only had two points and 
his team trailed by 10 — for-
tunately, he was able to fi x it.

The super-athletic junior 
forward scored 14 of his 16 
points in the second half, in-
cluding three, thunderous al-
ley-oop slams. His redoubled 
play propelled the Kingsmen 
to a 47–39 win over the Sa-
cred Heart Irish and a fi rst 
place trophy in the Slam 
Dunk tournament fi nal at 
the Westchester County Cen-
ter last Thursday. 

Sometimes Usilo, a ster-
ling athlete and prospective 
collegiate baller, requires 
“magic words” to succeed, 
Nazareth coach Todd Jami-
son said.

“He saw the stat sheet 
and he got [ticked] off,” Ja-
mison said.  

Nazareth, which trailed by 
as many as 15 points in the sec-

ond quarter, turned up the in-
tensity of its press and turned 
Sacred Heart (3–5) turnovers 
into points. The club went on 
an 11–2 run to end the frame 
that included a 3-point play 
from Ammad Alkhulaidi (11 
points, eight rebounds) and 
an Usilo slam. Naquan Chan-
dler’s fl oater with a second to 
go in the third quarter gave 
Nazareth (4–1) it fi rst lead of 
the game at 32–30, one it never 
relinquished. 

Usilo refuses to hold his 
teammates responsible for 
a loss, he said — just him-
self. 

“I was like, ‘if my team 
loses it’s going to be on 
me,’ ” he said. “I needed to 
be awake for my team, be-
cause my coach told me I 
was not playing [well] and I 
need to wake up.”  

The 6-foot-4 Samson, who 
has interest from Fordham, 
St. Bonaventure, St. Peter’s, 
Rutgers, Niagara and Quin-
nipiac among others, said 

his team underestimated 
Sacred Heart early on. The 
Kingsmen, who moved up 
from Class B to A this sea-

son after winning the Cath-
olic city title, beat Sacred 
Heart handedly last year. 
This time they found them-

selves down 22–7 midway 
through the second quarter 
to an Irish team that got 14 
points from John Gause.

“In the fi rst half we 
weren’t intense,” Alkhu-
laidi said. “It was like, ‘We 
got these guys.’ ”

The Kings County club 
learned a lesson in bas-
ketball during the tourna-
ment, according to Jami-
son and players. Nazareth, 
which immediately headed 
further upstate to play Al-
bany Academy the next day, 
squandered a halftime lead 
and needed a late Tisean 
Emmanuel 3-pointer to 
force overtime in a semi-
fi nal win. In the fi nal, the 
Kingsmen were the ones 
who needed to rally.

Fortunately, rally they 
did, and Jamison sees it as 
a sign of good character as 
league play looms beyond 
the holiday.

“We are learning to be 
a tough, resilient team, 
which is going to help us 
in league plays,” Jamison 
said. “This is why we play 
these games.”

Naz’ rebounds after lame fi rst half

TAKING HOME THE TROPHY: (From left) Nazareth’s Ammad Alkhulaidi and Samson Usilo celbrate 
Nazareth’s tournament title. Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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SHE’S SET: Poly Prep’s Jacquie Chirdo is the All-Brooklyn Girls Vol-
leyball Player of the Year. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Brooklyn’s 2012 hot shots
Our picks for the best high school volleyball players

players score in the third, with Dun-
can scoring seven and Parker adding 
fi ve points and three assists.

The Nets missed six 3-point at-
tempts in the third and also had 
seven turnovers.

“It was bad all the way around 
— offensively and defensively,” Wil-
liams said. “We just couldn’t put the 
ball in the basket. We couldn’t get 
stops. We turned the ball over in the 
quarter.”

The Spurs went on a 10–0 run to 
start the second half as the Nets were 
held scoreless in the opening four 
minutes. 

Williams’s fadeaway jumper with 
7:52 left in the third was Brooklyn’s 
lone basket in the fi rst 10 minutes of 
the period. Williams was the Nets’ 
only scorer in the third, making a 
free throw to complete a 3-point play 
following a layup with 1:38 left in the 
quarter.

The Nets missed 12 shots between 
Williams’s baskets, including four at-
tempts within six feet.

“We played great defense in the 
third quarter,” Parker said. “We 
tried to make an effort defensively 
and coach (Gregg) Popovich has 
been talking a lot about that and it 
has been a huge improvement for 
us the last two games. Defense has 
been great and we are on the right 
track.”

While Brooklyn was struggling, 
San Antonio had 11 assists in the 
quarter while going 13 of 19 from the 
fi eld.

Parker sparked the run by feeding 
Duncan for a 6-foot jumper and Split-
ter for a reverse layup on the Spurs’ 
opening possessions of the third.

“I thought Tony set the tone for 
us,” Popovich said. “I thought he was 
a monster tonight. Offensively ag-

gressive; defensively, really focused, 
really committed. I thought he was 
fantastic and everybody followed 
suit.”

San Antonio is 18–1 this season 
when it has led after the third period 
and went 9–0 at home in December.

The Spurs went on a 12–4 run late 
in the fi rst behind the speed of their 
backcourt. Parker fed Splitter for a 

dunk and Boris Diaw for an uncon-
tested layup after drawing the de-
fense on consecutive drives. Ginobili 
scored a pair of layups, including one 
after he stepped in front of a pass.

Coupled with its 111–86 victory 
over the Dallas Mavericks on Sun-
day, San Antonio has now swept six 
back-to-back games this season and 
is 11-5 in those contests.

Continued from page 27 

 Nets lose

OVER THE TOP: San Antonio’s Tim Duncan, right, shoots over Brooklyn Nets’ Brook 
Lopez during the fi rst half of the Nets loss. Associated Press / Darren Abate

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Brooklyn’s volleyball 

girls fought to the bitter end 
during the 2012 season, and 
these are the girls who set 
the pace.

Poly Prep battled 
through early injuries in 
order to reach the New York 
State Association of Inde-
pendent Schools fi nal, the 
Hornets reached the Pub-
lic School Athletic League 
Class A fi nal, and Fort Ham-
ilton erased last year’s dis-
appointment and brought 

home the school’s fi rst Class 
B crown.

All-Brooklyn Player 

of the Year: Jacqueline 
Chirdo, Poly Prep

The senior setter was 
a rock for the Blue Devils 
this season. She held things 
together when Jacquie Ken-
nedy and Kerri Saputo 
missed time with injuries 
and provided inspiration 
in the post season after her 
home was ravaged by Sandy. 

Chirdo is one of the city’s 
best at her position and nat-

ural leader, whose skill and 
heart make those around 
her play better. 

All-Brooklyn Coach 

of the Year: Thomasina 
Lenzi, Midwood

Lenzi has been one of 
the top coaches around for 
a long time, but this season 
put Midwood back among 
the city’s top squads. The 
Hornets were a young team 
and under Lenzi’s guidance 
they matured and reached 
the Class A semifi nals. 
There, they even took a set 
off eventual champion Su-
san Wagner.  

All-Brooklyn Girls 

Volleyball First Team

Middle hitter: Iryna 

Anufriyeva, Brooklyn 

Tech

The senior was one of 
the league leaders in kills 
with 117. Anufriyeva also 
posted 28 aces, while help-
ing the Engineers win its 
division title and reach the 
second round.  

Right side hitter: Veron-

ica Ceselka, Midwood

Ceselka fi nished her ca-
reer on a strong note. The 
senior did a little bit of ev-
erything for the Hornets 
both around the net and 
serving to help her club 
reach the semifi nals. 

Setter: Elizabet Genis, 
Midwood

The junior is the Hor-
nets ace, who makes sure 
all the pieces work in uni-
son. She dished out 162 as-
sists and had 51 aces to 
build of a strong sophomore 
campaign.  

Outside hitter: Alexan-

dra Gordon, Midwood

Gordon formed quite a 
duo on the other side of Ce-
selka, making Midwood a 
tough team to defend. The 
junior had 61 kills and 23 
aces during league play. 

Outside hitter: Jacquie 

Kennedy, Poly Prep

The seniors missed some 
time with an ankle injury, 
but her return made the 
difference between victory 
and defeat. 

Poly rode the hard-hit-
ting Kennedy all the way to 
the title game. 

Libero: Siobhan Sam-

mon, Fontbonne Hall 
Sammon was one of the 

consummate leaders of a 

Bonnies team that dealt 
heavily with the effects of 
Sandy. 

The senior was a rally 
starter with both her excel-
lent passing and serving. 

Libero: Kerry Saputo, 

Poly Prep

Saputo missed some 
time early, but was a uni-
fying force when she re-
turned. The senior wasn’t 
afraid to do the dirty work 
in the back and keep rallies 
alive for Poly. 

Outside hitter: Kristen 

Sullivan, Fontbonne Hall

Sullivan was a muscle 
behind the Fontbonne at-
tack. The junior could put 
a kill down from almost 
anywhere and sometimes 
willed her team to points 
with her all-out effort. 

Outside hitter: Sarina 

Rozek, Fort Hamilton

She was a do-it-all player 
for the Tigers. The junior 
had 95 kills and 33 digs in 
league play. Rozek ended 
her career with a fi tting 
championship-winning kill 
in the city title match. 

Setter: Katherine 

Vaskevich, Brooklyn Tech

The sophomore was an 
assist machine and a big 
reason for Brooklyn Tech’s 
success. She dished out 222 
helpers, 36 digs, and 36 as-
sists. Her future is bright.

Setter: Cansu Ilay Zor, 

Fort Hamilton

The senior played a ma-
jor part in the development 
of Fort Hamilton’s inexpe-
rienced hitter. Her great 
touch helped her dish out 
184 assists and lead the Ti-
gers to a city crown.

Honorable mention

Middle hitter Marlena 
Budna, Fort Hamilton 

Outside hitter Monique 
Chambers, Harry Van Ar-
sdale

Middle hitter Gillian 
Chan, Poly Prep

Middle hitter Rodesha 
Diamond, Bishop Loughlin

Setter Verdhiqi Duni, 
New Utrecht

Outside hitter Chelsea 
Filippi, Leon Goldstein

Middle hitter Emily 
Greenstein, Fontbonne Hall 

Setter Morgan Hender-
son, Goldstein 

Libero Alexandra Ki-
osse, Brooklyn Tech
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