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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
If you ever wanted to get 

the real dirt on Hurricane 
Sandy’s impact on Brook-
lyn, here’s your chance. 

A pair of upstate chem-
istry professors are asking 
Brooklyn residents to send 
them dirt that was inun-
dated with fl oodwater dur-
ing the storm so they can 

determine how dirty it re-
ally is.

Experiment leader and 
Vassar educator Alison 
Spodek Keimowitz says the 
goal of the project is sim-
ple: to fi nd out if Sandy’s 
huge storm surge made soil 
harmful for human contact.

“My fi rst hope is to be 
able to reassure people that 

the dirt is not very contam-
inated,” said Keimowitz, 
who is working on the proj-
ect — dubbed Send Us your 
Dirt from Sandy, or SUDS 
— with Marist College pro-
fessor Neil Fitzgerald. “But 
if it is contaminated, we’re 
going to notify agencies like 
the [Environmental Protec-

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
High-tech scientifi c testing 

detected a 20-foot-long metallic 
“anomaly” below Atlantic Av-
enue — adding coal to the fi re of 
an urban legend centered around 
a 19th century steam locomotive 
rumored to be buried inside a 
long-abandoned tunnel.

Engineering consultants de-
tected the odd fi nding under the 

surface of 
the bustling 
street near 
Hicks Street, 
deep inside a 
half-mile tun-
nel that was 
built in 1844 
as part of a 
planned route 
to Boston, ac-
cording to an 
investigative 
study con-

ducted by Brinkerhoff Environ-
mental Group.

The project got shelved in 1861 
and was lost to history until rail-
way afi cionado Bob Diamond dis-
covered an open section of the 
obsolete Long Island Rail Road 
tunnel running from Hicks Street 
to Boerum Place in 1981 when he 

BY COLIN MIXSON
The city will incinerate 

debris left behind by Hurri-
cane Sandy instead of turn-
ing it into mulch because 
burning the lumber is more 
environmentally sound, 
offi cials decided last Tues-
day.

The Department of En-
vironmental Protection 

approved a variance this 
week to install as many as 
four air curtain burners at 
the Floyd Bennett Field that 
can light up toppled trees, 
allowing for the 24-hour, 
high-tech incineration of 
unwanted lumber from now 
until April 17 — despite con-
cerns from neighbors and 

Continued on page 2
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Feds stick city with bill to keep 
sewage out of Gowanus Canal

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
The federal government will 

force the city to prevent millions 
of gallons of raw sewage from pol-
luting the Gowanus Canal in a 
surprising addition to the much-
hyped Superfund cleanup — likely 
through the construction of mas-
sive, $78-million catch basins bur-
ied alongside the banks of the fetid 
waterway.

Two gigantic holding tanks 
would catch storm water and haz-
ardous raw human waste dis-
charged when sewers overfl ow dur-
ing storms at the head of the canal 
near Butler Street and at the middle 
of the waterway near Third Street, 
according to the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s newly revealed 
half-billon-dollar proposal.

Combatting sewage overfl ow 

was not the initial focus of the Su-
perfund plan, which will dredge 10 
feet of highly contaminated muck 
at the canal fl oor and cover it with 
a protective cap of sand, clay and 
gravel to prevent remaining toxins 
from seeping back into the ecosys-
tem.

The feds originally targeted 
the crud at the bottom of the canal 
because it was known to be loaded 
with dozens of dangerous contami-
nants including heavy metals like 
mercury, lead, copper, and other 
chemicals. But when investigators 
found cancer-causing compounds 
laden with gasoline, diesel, and coal 
tar residues in sewage runoff fl ow-
ing into the Gowanus, they ordered 
the city to keep wastewater of the 
Canal as well.

Continued on page 6
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DIRT BAG: Researchers want 
soil samples from areas 
fl ooded by Hurricane  Sandy. 

Fuel for the fi re Scientists: Give us your dirt

Train buff’s 
got a new 

loco notion
SLUDGE 
FUND

OFF THE RAILS: 
Train afi cionado Bob 
Diamond says this is 
buried under Atlan-
tic Avenue.
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Michael Bernstein proposed to Courtney Stein after an icy ocean dip on 
New Year’s Day at the legendary — and legendarily cold — Polar Bear swim in 
Coney Island. She said “yes.” See more Polar Bear photos on page 3. 
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$7.95 Price FIxed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree and a Treat

7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn
718-989-8951

Free Delivery

GREENHOUSE CAFE
LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sun. Nights

7717 3rd GreenhouseCafe.com Valet Parking

Friday, Jan. 4 - The Groove - 10 pm
Saturday, Jan. 5 - Prodigal Child - 10 pm
Sunday, Jan. 6 - David Vann & Co - 6 pm

Thursday, Jan. 10 - Paul De Wolf 
from The Groove - 7 pm917-379 -9388

          Early Bird Special
CHOICE OF BEVERAGE

CHOICE OF ENTREE

Served with potato or rice and fresh vegetables

$1995
Per person

Plus tax 
& gratuity

  APPETIZER

Red Or White

  with 
 COFFEE or TEA

CHOICE OF ONE
OR  

Join us for 
NYC Restaurant Week

One of 2 Brooklyn Restaurants Participating!

was just 19 years old.
Diamond has  long 

claimed there’s a locomo-
tive buried at the end of the 
tunnel , and he says the dis-
covery of a metal object is 
the biggest proof yet.

“It’s one thing to believe 
that something is real for 
more than 30 years and it’s 
another thing to actually 
know it exists,” said Dia-
mond, founder of the Brook-
lyn Historic Railway Asso-
ciation. 

“It’s like fi nding a gi-
ant hoard of gold,” he said. 
“That locomotive has been 
sitting there since the out-
break of the Civil War — 
it’s like a living piece of his-
tory.” 

The train buff spent 28 
years leading visitors down 
a manhole for popular tours 
of the abandoned passage 
until the Department of 
Transportation  closed the 
tunnel  by the order of Fire 
Department offi cials, who 
deemed it a safety hazard 
in 2010.

 Diamond fi led suit in an 
attempt to reopen the tun-
nel and managed to obtain 
a copy of the “top-secret” 
scientifi c fi ndings — uncov-
ered by a team of experts 
hired by National Geo-
graphic for a proposed tele-
vision special on the urban 
legend — more than a week 
ago as part of his year-long 
case against the city.

The documents detail 
how engineering consul-
tants from the New Jersey-
based fi rm scanned Atlan-
tic Avenue from street-level 
with high-powered, ground-
penetrating electromag-
netic devices in search of 
the cast iron locomotive in 
January of 2011. 

“It is conceivable that 
the suspect locomotive is 
located between the middle 
and south sides of Atlantic 
Ave. and a separate smaller 
anomaly is located on the 
northern side of Atlantic 
Ave.,” wrote Matthew Pow-
ers, director of geophysical 
services for the fi rm, in an 
inside e-mail obtained by 
this newspaper. 

“Based upon Brinker-
hoff’s interpretation of the 
geophysical data, there is no 
question that something(s) 
metallic is buried under At-
lantic Ave., it’s just a matter 
of what and in what orienta-
tion,” wrote Powers. 

Diamond has no doubt 

that the 20-foot-long intact 
metallic structure is a lo-
comotive dating back to the 
1800s and that the smaller 
metal item is a railroad car. 

“The only object that 
was on a railroad back in 
those days that was 20-feet-
long and that would give off 
a strong magnetic signal 
would be a locomotive,” he 
said. “There is nothing that 
a railroad used back then 
that would fi t that descrip-
tion — everything else was 
made out of wood.” 

Diamond, who believes 
the locomotive is buried be-
hind a four-foot-thick stone 
wall and 70 feet of dirt, is 
itching to get back into the 
tunnel and feast his eyes on 
the historic steam-powered 
locomotive. 

“If I could get back down 
into the tunnel I would be 
digging with my teeth and 
fi ngernails trying to get at 
that thing,” said the rail-
way enthusiast. “It will 
make my lifelong mission 
in life fulfi lled.” 

However, excavation 
won’t happen without city 
permission. 

Department of Trans-

portation offi cials would 
not comment because of the 
ongoing litigation, but city 
lawyer Warren Shaw said 
the locomotive hasn’t had 
much power in court so far.

“The issue of a possible 
locomotive was raised in 
previous court proceed-
ings,” he said. “The judge 
dismissed every aspect of 
the complaint related to the 
alleged locomotive.” 

But Diamond is optimis-
tic — and he says the city 
could turn this train into 
an engine for Atlantic Av-
enue. 

“I’m hoping that the city 
is going to realize what a 
great fi nd this is … and use 
this as a world-class tourist 
attraction that has the po-
tential to help revitalize the 
western end of Atlantic Av-
enue,” he said. “This is our 
big chance to make some-
thing out of the tunnel and 
this amazing archaeologi-
cal fi nd.” 

Offi cials at Brinker-
hoff Environmental Group 
declined to comment on 
the matter because of Dia-
mond’s ongoing lawsuit 
with the city. 

Continued from page 1 

Train

TRAIN OF THOUGHT: Railroad history buff Bob Diamond, who dis-
covered an abandoned tunnel under Atlantic Avenue in 1981, thinks 
an old locomotive is buried inside — and now he claims high-tech 
scientifi c testing proves there’s a train waiting to be excavated. 
 File photo by Tom Callan
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Who needs Hawaii in Jan-

uary?
Bold beach buffs from the 

Coney Island Polar Bear Club 
embrrr-aced 2013 by frolick-
ing in the frigid waves off 
the Boardwalk with smiles 
as wide as the sun, while 
thumbing their noses at the 
frosty temps.

Swimmers put their 
nerves on ice for the famed 
group’s 110th annual dare-
devil dip in the Atlantic, 
stripping down to their 
smalls and proudly strutting 
their stuff on the shoreline 
before making a big splash 
on New Year’s Day.

The thrills were non-stop.
Prospect Lefferts Gar-

dens resident Michael Bern-

stein proposed to stunned 
girlfriend Courtney Stein as 
the pair emerged from the 
surf (she accepted!), while 
Brighton Beach teacher 
Jared Rosenblum, 29, rode 
the chutzpah wave to the full-
est, parading his buff bod in 
a teensy-weensy gray bikini.

He picked up the skimpy 
outfi t at the Beach Shop on 
the Boardwalk after he lost a 
bet to a pal— and realized he 
wouldn’t be able to squeeze 
into any of his female friends’ 
swimwear.

“This one stood out be-
cause it matched my outgo-

ing personality, but I had to 
get a 2XL and wear the bot-
tom backwards to make it 
fi t!” said Rosenblum, adding 
proudly that he was repeat-
edly asked to pose for a pho-
tograph.

Rosenblum, who was 
left homeless by Hurricane 
Sandy, said he gladly took his 
very fi rst glacial drenching 
because this year’s proceeds 
will benefi t storm victims, 
as well as a charity for chil-
dren with life-threatening 
illnesses.

“It was for a good cause,” 
he said, vowing to return 
next year.

Polar Bear veteran Me-
gan Walsh said the icy swim 
is all about community.

“Everyone is happy and 
excited — it brings 
together groups of 
people who normally 
wouldn’t interact,” 
said the 26-year-old 
executive assistant 
from Bay Ridge, who 
has taken part since 
she was 7.

The event’s 
mounting popularity 
was evidenced at Ru-
by’s Bar and Grill — a 
semi-offi cial launch-
ing pad and go-to spot 
for hot chocolate and 
chili — which had 
an elaborate system 
in place to accom-
modate the swarm of 
swimmers, accord-
ing to Walsh.

“Years ago, every-
one who went could 
fi t in there, but you 

had to wait on line this year, 
you got a wrist band, and ev-
ery 15 minutes a new wave 
would jump in,” she said.

And as the New Year’s 
Day party continues to grow, 
the freezing fi esta remains 
a Brooklyn tradition worth 
keeping, according to its big-
gest dipper.

“It’s a way of leaving 
the old behind and welcom-
ing the new with a shock to 
the system!” said Dennis 
Thomas, president of the 
group, which claims to be the 
nation’s original winter bath-
ing club.

Polar Bears take annual 
dive into waters off Coney

COLD, PLAY: (Clockwise from top) Crowds of brave beach-
goers celebrated New Year’s by taking a chilly swim in the 
ocean with the Coney Island Polar Bear Club. Bay Ridge resi-
dents Megan Walsh and Mary O’Regan made a splash. Jared 
Rosenblum found a novel way to keep his upper body warm. 
Some participants wore only swimsuits. Others kept their 
jackets on. Michael Bernstein and Courtney Stein took one 
plunge after another by getting engaged following their 
freezing dip. Photos by Paul Martinka

SWIMMING INTO NEW YEAR

DANGER ZONE: Emergency medical 
teams were on hand to help swimmers 
maintain their body heat. Some, like this 
woman, required treatment.
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Sheepshead Bay resi-

dents who remain with-
out heat and hot water got 
what they really wanted for 
Christmas — a disaster re-
covery center.

The Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
opened a relief hub at the 
Sheepshead Bay Yacht Club 
on Emmons Avenue last 
Wednesday, pleasing storm-
slammed neighbors who 
have long complained about 
a lack of government aid fol-
lowing Hurricane Sandy.

Civic activist Laura 
McKenna of the Bay Im-
provement Group cheered 
the federal agency’s de-
cision to open up shop 
between Brown and 
Batchelder streets, saying 
the site is nearest to the 
people who need it most — 
including some residents 
who are still living without 
basic utilities.

“This location is closest 
to the impacted part of the 
community and will have 
high visibility,” said McK-
enna.

“We hope it will bring an 
increase to services to the 

area as we move from relief 
to recovery,” she said.

The disaster recovery 
center will operate from 9 
am to 6 pm, Monday to Sat-
urday through Jan. 28, pro-
viding Brooklynites with 
information on government 
aid programs and allowing 
people to register for help.

Neighborhood civic 
leaders told this newspaper 
they wish the disaster re-
covery center had opened 
sooner — but it’s better late 
than never.

“We really feel like it’s 
overdue, but we’re happy to 
have it,” said McKenna.

The news comes as a re-
lief to residents in Sheep-
shead Bay and nearby Plumb 
Beach, many of whom lost 
vehicles in the storm’s 14-
foot tidal surge — making it 
hard for them to access sim-
ilar federal response hubs 
in other Southern Brooklyn 
neighborhoods.

“That will really help peo-
ple out,” said Stanton Road 
resident Mike Rodriguez, 
who remains without heat 
and hot water more than two 
months after the storm. 

“It’ll be much easier to 

HELP US OUT: Mike Rodriguez said the Sheepshead Bay disaster 
recovery center will help residents still without heat and hot water  
get information on government aid. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Finally! Sandy relief center 
opens in Sheepshead Bay

866.342.5358    lease@bushterminal.com    882 Third Avenue, Brooklyn        

Industrial, Offi ce, Creative, 

Warehouse/Distribution, Manufacturing, 

Retail, and Technology.

W H E R E  I N N O VAT I O N  L I V E S

Convenient access to major 

business hubs. 

Subways & Highways just 

blocks away.

www.bushterminal.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS 
WITH FLEXIBLE SPACE.  

PREBUILT/BUILT TO SUIT

take a walk around the corner 
instead of having to go down 
to Gerritsen Beach or Coney 
Island to talk to people.”

The response hub aims 
to help residents and mer-

chants alike by opening 
its doors to the U.S. Small 
Business Administration.

Organizers are seeking 
additional relief groups in-
terested in helping out.

New federal facility will save residents 45-minute trips

The source for news in your neighborhood:
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activists who fear the fi re will damage 
air quality and hurt their lungs.

Environmental activists including 
the New York Public Interest Research 
Group, the Sierra Club, and the Ameri-
can Lung Association argued the fallen 
hardwoods would be better off sold as 
mulch, but authorities said turning 
the trees into ash creates less pollution 
than turning them into compost.

The reason why? Bugs.
To keep the ravenous Asian Long-

horned Beetle — an invasive hard-shell 
pest known to attack maple, elm, wil-
low, birch, poplar, and ash trees — from 
potentially compromising roughly half 
of the city’s fi ve million trees, the lum-
ber must be chipped or incinerated.

But in order to shred the wood in 
a way sure to eradicate any pesky in-
sects, the city must feed wood through 
its chippers twice — each time creat-
ing harmful emissions from the ma-
chines themselves, the “fugitive dust 
created by the shredding process,” and 
the trucks that will haul the mulch to 
its fi nal destination, according to a 
variance memorandum sent from De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion commissioner Carter Strickland 
to a contractor.

A November test run led the city 
to conclude that burning unchipped 

wood in the shipping-container-sized 
furnaces for 24 hours per day, seven 
days per week “would not have a sig-
nifi cant impact on air quality in sur-
rounding communities at ground 
level,” according to the report.

A diagram included in the city’s 
memorandum showed low levels of 
pollutants reaching the Marine Park 
Golf Course, Mill Basin, and the 
Toys ‘R’ Us on Flatbush Avenue, and 
slightly higher levels at the Aviator 

Sports and Recre-
ation complex.

But New York 
Public Interest Re-
search Group se-
nior environmen-
tal associate Laura 
Haight says the city 
is grossly underesti-
mating the amount 
of emissions cre-
ated by burning the 
wood — and claims 
the practical appli-
cations of chipped 
wood more than 
make up for the 
added cost of eradi-
cating the Asian 
Longhorned Beetle.

“Much like burn-
ing coal, this vari-
ance is going to al-
low for increased air 
pollution, which can 

make people sick and send them to the 
hospital,” said Haight, who fears the 
incineration may bring  an affl iction 
called “Rockaway cough”  to some of 
Brooklyn’s Hurricane Sandy-battered 
neighborhoods. “We’re talking about 
concentrating more pollutants in areas 
that are already suffering from mold 
and dust.”

And she says the city wouldn’t 
struggle to fi nd buyers for the double-
chopped wood.

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
He was born to be a star!
Adorable East New York 

baby boy Orane Clarke al-
most stole the spotlight 
from the ball drop at Times 
Square on Jan. 1 when he 
arrived just minutes later 
to cheers at SUNY Down-
state Medical Center, where 
he created quite a buzz as 
Brooklyn’s fi rst baby of 
2013.

The doe-eyed darling ar-
rived at the stroke of 12:12 
am to cheers at the East 
Flatbush hospital, where 
he gently tipped the scales 
at 6-pounds 14-ounces and 
embraced his new stardom 
by snoozing peacefully in 
the arms of jubilant mom 
Nickesha, while doting dad 
Odane hovered close by.

Orane is the second 
child for the couple — al-
ready parents to 2-year-old 
Odane, Jr. — and his awe-
some addition is to rave for, 
says the family.

“I’m just overwhelmed, 
proud, and happy that 
we have another child!” 
beamed the happy mommy.

At New York Method-
ist Hospital in Park Slope, 
Jungmin Oh and Benjamin 
Brown also had reason to 
pop the cork! They rang in 
the New Year by welcoming 
their bundle of cuteness — 
baby girl Gena, weighing 
7-pounds 2-ounces and mea-
suring 19.5 inches in length 
— as the clock struck 12:54 
am. 

Jungmin, who hails 
from the Gangnam district 
of Seoul, South Korea made 
popular by pop star Psy, and 
hubby Benjamin say they’re 
just happy it’s all over — or 
just beginning, depending 
upon your perspective!

“We didn’t care whether 
she was the fi rst baby of the 
year, or anything like that,” 
said the delighted dad. “We 
just were hoping that she 
would be happy and healthy 
— we can’t think of a better 
way to start 2013.”

Precisely 22 minutes 
later, the festivities contin-
ued in full swing at Mai-
monides Medical Center 
in Borough Park, where 
Kensington mom Shamima 

Hossein had staffers cel-
ebrating at 1:16 am when 
she gave birth to the hos-
pital’s fi rst newborn of the 
year — a beautiful, bounc-
ing girl, weighing 5-pound 
10-ounces, but as yet with-
out a name in keeping with 
cultural rites. 

We’re told baby, and 
mom and dad Anwar, who 
already have four children, 
are doing just fi ne.

Father Time didn’t forget 
Brookdale University Hos-

pital and Medical Center 
at Brookdale Plaza, where 
lil’ Yomil Vallejo made his 
dazzling, 7-pounds 2-ounce 
debut at 4:35 am, becoming 
the year’s fi rst baby there, 
while delivering glad tid-
ings to thrilled parents 
mom Lorenza Rojas and dad 
Clarito Vallejo.

Courier Life and Commu-
nity Newspaper Group ex-
tend hearty congratulations 
to all of Brooklyn’s 2013 ba-
bies and their families.

HAPPY NEW YEAR: Brookdale University Hospital and Medical 
Center’s fi rst baby of 2013 was Yomil Vallejo — who brought New 
Year’s cheer to his parents Lorenza Rojas and Clarito Vallejo.

Boro’s new babies ring in 2013

RIGHT ON TIME: (Top) Orane Clarke was born at 12:12 am at SUNY 
Downstate in East Flatbush to East New York couple Nickesha and 
Odane Clarke. (Below) Baby Gena was born to proud Park Slope 
parents Jungmin Oh and Benjamin Brown at 12:54 am at New York 
Methodist Hospital on Seventh Avenue.
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tion Agency].”
The researchers are 

urging Brooklynites to 
gather a sandwich bag 
worth of soil, label it with 
cross streets and the name 
of the nearest body of wa-
ter, and mail it upstate.

So far, the pair have re-
ceived about 70 samples, 
not only from the Brook-
lyn neighborhoods includ-
ing Gowanus, Red Hook, 
and Gerritsen Beach, but 
also other parts of the 
city such as the Far Rock-
aways and Manhattan.

“We weren’t asking them 
to go into Superfund sites,” 
said Fitzgerald. “Just to col-
lect what they would come 
in contact with anyway.”

The unconventional, 
open-sourced approach to 
scientifi c inquiry forces 
the researchers to sacri-
fi ce some control of the 
experiment — but it helps 
them take in a large quan-
tity of samples with little 
time in the fi eld.

“I teach classes, so I 
can’t run all over getting 

samples,” said Keimowitz. 
“Right now, we don’t have 
the time.”

The researchers have 
already been inundated 
with samples from scien-
tists — both amateur and 
professional — as well as 
from concerned locavores. 

“We got samples from 
a lot of people involved 
in community gardening 
who wanted to know what 
was in the food they were 
growing,” said Fitzgerald.

Gowanus resident Ey-
mund Deigel said mailing 
soil to the upstate scien-
tists will help all Brook-
lynites gain real under-
standing about the storm 
of the century.

“More data means bet-
ter information and better 
discussion,” said Deigel. 
“There’s a lot of paranoia 
and a lot of people saying 
nothing happened. The 
more we know, the more 
we can actually get things 
done.”

Brooklynites can send 
samples to:

Alison Keimowitz
Vassar College
124 Raymond Avenue
Poughkeepsie, NY 12604

Continued from page 1 

Dirt
Continued from page 1 

Field fi re

BURN, BENNETT, BURN: The city will burn trees knocked down 
by Hurricane Sandy, and this map indicates smoke will barely 
reach residential areas. Department of Environmental Protection
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

  

  

WE HAVE MOVED!

Come see us in our NEW “HOME.”

We are excited to be in our new location, 
and we’d love to have you stop by

Effective January 7, 2013, Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union
will be in our new location.

Come in and apply for a loan, open a new account or just say hello! 
Our new location will allow us to serve you better, with convenient access and 

attractive new surroundings for all our fi nancial needs. 
Thank you for your loyalty and support!

www.brfcu.org

BAY RIDGE
F E D E R A L

OUR NEW ADDRESS:
1750 86th Street    Brooklyn, NY 11214

OUR PHONE NUMBER REMAINS THE SAME: 
Phone (718) 680-2121    Fax (718) 680-9888

OUR SHEEPSHEAD BAY OFFICE REMAINS OPEN: 
1609 Avenue Z   (718) 934-6809

“When we were doing the 
investigation three or four 
years ago we did not know 
whether or not the [combined 
sewage overfl ows] were an 
ongoing source of chemical 
pollution — now we know,” 
said EPA regional adminis-
trator Walter Mugdan.

Superfund rules require 
the city to take some form 
of action — and building 
and maintaining the under-
ground basins on city-owned 
land near the canal is far 
cheaper than reworking the 
neighborhood’s sewers to 
keep overfl ow out of the ca-
nal when rains fl ood the sys-
tem.

The feds suggest catch ba-
sins at the two outfall sites 
that currently spew most 
of the harmful runoff into 
the waterway. The proposed 
tanks will hold up to eight 
million gallons of runoff un-
til storms pass, then push the 
slop back through sewers to 
the Red Hook and Owl’s Head 
wastewater treatment plants 
— reducing raw sewage dis-
charges into the canal by an 
estimated 58 to 74 percent.

Offi cials say sewage isn’t 

the primary form of pollution 
in the canal — but dredging 
the foul crud from the bottom 
of the waterway will serve 
little use if runoff recontami-
nates it every time it rains.

“The [combined sewage 
overfl ows] are not the domi-
nant source of toxic pollu-
tion at this point, but they 
are an important source of 
it and the importance of that 
source will increase when 
the other sources are cut off,” 
Mugdan said. “[It] needs to be 
controlled in order to get the 
full cleanup.”

Neighborhood activists ex-
pected the Superfund cleanup 
to focus exclusively on the 
toxic canal-bed, and they are 
thrilled the feds will target 
the discharge, and the nasty 
stench that comes with it.

“We have been trying to 
get the city to do something 
about the [sewer] pollution 
forever,” said Linda Mari-
ano, co-founder of Friends 
and Residents of the Greater 
Gowanus. “It’s a very good 
thing that they are going to 
make the effort. That’s what 
we have been advocating for, 
for all of these years — I’m 
happy.”

The details of the plan 
are not yet set in stone — the 
feds will fi nalize the proposal 

within the next year after a 
90-day public commentary 
period including two eagerly 
anticipated community meet-
ings on Jan. 23 and Jan. 24.

For now, the city says it 
will do what it has to do to 
clean up the canal.

“We look forward to care-
fully reviewing the details of 
the EPA’s proposal and work-
ing with our state and fed-
eral partners to improve wa-
ter quality and support the 
cleanup of the canal,” said 
the city’s Department of En-

Continued from page 1 
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vironmental Protection in a 
statement.

Along with the city, the 
feds have tapped three-dozen 
polluters to foot the bill for the 
cleanup, which is expected to 
cost between $467 million to 
$504-million, including the 
energy giant National Grid, 
formerly the Brooklyn Union 
Gas company, Con Edison, 
and Verizon.

The worst contamination 
of the 150-year-old Gowanus 
Canal comes from its past 
as a major industrial trans-

portation route for manu-
factured gas plants, paper 
mills, tanneries, and other 
chemical plants that oper-
ated along its banks, agency 
offi cials said.

From the 1860s to the late 
1950s, the waterway fueled 
the nation’s growth into an 
industrial power — but in 
the process, generated a by-
product called coal tar that 
contains an array of haz-
ardous compounds and has 
seeped 150 feet down below 
the canal.

The state’s Department 
of Environmental Conversa-
tion will oversee the cleanup 
of polluted plots of land where 
three gas plants once stood 
along the canal and will hold 
responsible National Grid, 
the company that inherited 
legal liability.

The Superfund cleanup 
proposal also calls for:

• Blocking of any ille-
gal hookup into the city’s 
sewer system that pollutes 
that canal.

PIPE CLEANERS: The city must stop raw sewage from fl owing into the Gowanus Canal after storms — presumably through the construc-
tion of two gigantic holding tanks priced at $78 million, the Environmental Protection Agency decided. Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Continued on page 8
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Metal fans, friends, 

family, and neighbors 
are mourning Brooklyn 
drummer and singer Rick 
Cimato after the Wil-
liamsburg resident died 
in a head-on car crash last 
Wednesday. 

The 37-year-old hard-
core and metal stalwart — 
who fronted Gods Green 
Earth and played drums 
for Thinning The Herd — 
was driving through Con-
necticut with his brother 
and girlfriend after visit-
ing family in Maine when 
a vehicle going the wrong 
way on the highway col-
lided with his car.

The other driver per-
ished in the wreck, while 
Cimato’s girlfriend and 
brother suffered serious 
injuries, but are expected 
to survive.

Bandmate Gavin Spiel-
man, Thinning The Herd’s 
lead singer, said he was 
heartbroken and that the 
group would probably call 
it quits.

“Rick was the best 
friend a guy could have,” 
said Spielman, who met 
Cimato in 2007 when he 
was still manning the 
sticks for Nassau Chain-
saw. “He was trustworthy 
and personable, and an 
amazing musician. Every-
one who knew Rick loved 
him, he had an easy and 
calm way — and a great 
smile.”

Thinning The Herd fi n-
ished a new album “Free-

dom From the Known” 
last month and was plan-
ning to release the record 
— which was made with 
help from Nirvana pro-
ducer Steve Albini — in 
early 2013. 

Cimato’s bands fre-
quently played venues 
such as St. Vitus in Green-
point and Trash Bar in 
Williamsburg, where he 
took the stage for the last 
time in early December 
with Thinning The Herd 
in a tribute show for de-
ceased Pantera guitarist 
Dimebag Darrell and the 
Hurricane Sandy vic-
tims. 

“Rick always stood out 
for his various musical 
talents and thanks to his 
commitment to the New 
York metal and hardcore 
scenes, he will never be 
forgotten,” said Jo Schuf-
tan, who runs Horns Up 
Rocks, a New York-based 
heavy music blog and pro-
motion website. “I fi rst 
saw him on stage with 
Nassau Chainsaw, but it 
was when I saw him front-
ing Gods Green Earth that 
his energy and humor cap-
tured my attention.”

Cimato’s fans weren’t 
just metalheads — he had 
plenty of followers on the 
nights he bartended at 
Brooklyn watering holes 
including Grand Victory 
in Williamsburg. 

Spielman is working 
on organizing a Brooklyn 
memorial for the musi-
cian.

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Now you can tee off for a 

cause. 
The owners of  Brook-

lyn Crab  in Red Hook will 
host a miniature golf tour-
nament on the 1950s-style 
putt-putt course in the 
seafood eatery’s backyard 
benefi tting the Hurricane 
Sandy-battered businesses 
of the waterfront commu-
nity. 

Co-owner Jamie Vipond 
of the rustic Reed Street 
crab shack, which braved 
the October super storm 
with no serious damage 
thanks to its beach-y but  du-
rable design , said that he’s 
putting on the kid-friendly 
match to “contribute to the 
fund-raising effort that has 
been made by many busi-
nesses and individuals in 
Red Hook.” 

“Most businesses are 
still not open in Red Hook, 
and are facing the reality of 
re-opening in mid-winter, 
which for most is the slow-
est time of the year,” he 
said. 

All entrance fees of the 
Jan. 5 tournament will go 
directly to Restore Red 
Hook, a non-profi t organiza-
tion created in the wake of 
Hurricane Sandy that aims 
to help the small businesses 
of the tight-knit neighbor-
hood get back on track af-
ter the super storm’s fl ood-
waters inundated them, 
ruined inventory, and crip-
pled livelihoods. 

 Dozens of neighborhood 
favorites  such as Bait and 
Tackle, Dry Dock, the Good 
Fork, Red Hook Lobster 
Pound, and Sunny’s Bar, 
just around the corner from 
the seafood joint, fell victim 
to Sandy’s wrath. 

There will be a $10 fee 
for teams of two to play 
on the 18-hole course and 
each attendee will get a 
complimentary beer or 
soda courtesy of Union 
Beer Distributors, Troegs 
Brewery, Blue Point Brew-
ery and Greenport Harbor 
Brewery — the beer retail-
ers sponsoring the compe-
tition.

There will also be $5 
draft beer specials all day 

long for those who want to 
booze it up. 

Competing teams will 
tally their scores based on 
the honor system and the 
squad with the best overall 
score on the entire course 
wins. 

The winning team will 
receive a $50 gift certifi cate 
for food and drinks at the 
Brooklyn Crab and all par-

ticipants will take home a 
“fun free gift” as well. 

The fun will continue 
after the four-hour tourna-
ment for football fans with 
the screening of the NFL 
playoffs in the crab shack’s 
main bar with happy hour 
food and drink specials run-
ning through the duration 
of the game. 

Restore Red Hook has 

raised more than $217,000 
out of its $2-million goal as 
of press time. 

Mini-golf tournament 
for Red Hook’s Hurricane 
Sandy relief at the Brook-
lyn Crab [24 Reed St. near 
Van Brunt Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 643–2722, www.
RestoreRedHook.org]. Jan. 
5, noon–4 pm. $5 per person 
for every team of two. 

Putting it all on the line to help Red Hook businesses 

FORE!: Jamie Vipond of Brooklyn Crab in Red Hook is hosting an 18-hole mini-golf tournament in the 
seafood eatery’s backyard on Jan. 5 to raise money for neighborhood businesses that suffered during 
Hurricane Sandy. File photo by Melanie Fidler

MUSIC MAN: Rick Cimato drummed in a handful of Brooklyn 
heavy metal bands.  Courtesy of Thinning The Herd

Mini-golf, big cause 

Williamsburg 
metal musician 
killed in crash
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#1State Sen. 
Eric Adams

It’s hard to believe it, but 
Borough President Markow-
itz won’t be borough presi-
dent forever. This year will 
be his last year in offi ce — 
and someone will need to 
fi ll his shoes.

The current frontrun-
ner in the beep race is Pros-
pect Heights state Sen. Eric 
Adams, a former cop who 
made a name for himself 
by trying to stop the sale of 
assault weapons, battling 
stop-and-frisk, and attempt-
ing to “Stop the Sag” — an 
effort to keep the borough’s 
youth from wearing pants 
below their waistlines.

“I’ve always wanted to be 
borough president,”  Adams 
told us in 2012 . Watch to see 
if 2013 is the year when his 
dream comes true.

#2 Joshua 
Rechnitz

Reticent Manhattan phi-
lanthropist Joshua Rech-
nitz came out of nowhere in 
2012 when he announced his 
 whopping $40-million dona-
tion  toward the construc-
tion of a  velodrome and 
athletic facility  at Brook-
lyn Bridge Park. Then he 
stunned Brooklynites for a 
second time by  buying up 
a derelict Gowanus ware-
house dubbed the “Bat 
Cave”  in a bid to turn it into 
an art space.

What’s next for the bor-
ough’s tight-lipped, bike-
riding benefactor? We’ll 
keep an eye out! Let us know 
if you hear anything.

#3 Mitik the 
baby walrus

Times are bound to get 
easier for Brooklyn’s big-

gest baby in 2013.
Mitik, the new walrus in 

Coney Island, had a tough 
fi rst year. The infant  nearly 
lost his life  when he was 
separated from his pack 
and left stranded in the 
ocean off Alaska. Human 
rescuers nursed him back 
to health and brought him 
to the New York Aquarium, 
where he was scheduled to 
rest in quarantine before 
meeting his new walrus 
buddies and legions of ador-
ing fans — but Hurricane 
Sandy promptly slammed 
the People’s Playground 
and  put the tourist attrac-
tion under water .

Mitik escaped the storm 

HERE THEY ARE: THE 

#
5

#
2

No one knows what the future holds — but that doesn’t mean we can’t 

make educated guesses. These movers, leaders, shakers, and makers 

will likely have a profound impact on Brooklyn in 2013, our panel of 

experts concluded.
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• Seven options for 
dredging the waterway.

• Seven options for 
treating and disposing of 
the foul gunk scraped up 
from the canal-bed, either 
on-site or out of Brooklyn, 
where it will be burned, 
turned into fuel, or used 
as landfi ll.

• Supplementary tech-
niques to keep sewer 
water out of the canal in-
cluding street-level plant-
ings and water-retaining 
green spaces, funded by 
federal and city grants.

Federal offi cials say 
that the three-dozen po-
tentially responsible par-
ties will have the option 
to choose how exactly to 
dispose of the toxic waste 
under the oversight of 
the EPA — but no matter 
what they choose they 
will cover the costs.

After the plan is fi -
nalized, there will be an 
estimated two-year de-
sign phase and the actual 
cleanup will go on until 
about 2020, agency offi -
cials said.

Environmental Pro-
tection Agency public 
meetings on Superfund 
cleanup proposal at PS 
58 (330 Smith St. near 
Carroll St. in Carroll 
Gardens) on Jan. 23 at 7 
pm and at Joseph Miccio 
Community Center (110 
W. Ninth St. near Henry 
St.) on Jan. 24 at 7 pm. 
The agency will accept 
written and public com-
ments on the proposal 
until Mar. 28, 2013. E-
mail gowanuscanalcom-
ments.region2@epa.gov 
or write to:

Christos Tsiamis, 
project manager

Central New York Re-
mediation Section

US Environmental 
Protection Agency

290 Broadway, 20th 
fl oor

New York, NY 10007-
1866

Continued from page 6 

Gowanus
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without injury, but the dam-
aged aquarium  isn’t expect-
ing to reopen until May  at 
the earliest. Lovers of un-
dersea life will have to wait 
until then before they fi nally 
have their chance to meet 
the borough’s handsomest 
mustached mammal.

#4 Frank 
Seddio

He’s the new boss — and 
only time will tell if he’s the 
same as the old boss.

Ex-judge and former As-
semblyman Frank Seddio 
took control of a fractured 
Brooklyn Democratic Party 
after Assemblyman Vito Lo-
pez stepped down from the 
infl uential post amid allega-
tions of sexual harassment.

Seddio, a longtime Lo-
pez ally and member of the 
old-guard Thomas Jeffer-
son Democratic Club, will 
spend 2013 leading a party 
split between former back-
ers of the Lopez-machine 
and those who fought to 
overthrow it.

Politicos will watch to 
see if he can keep the union 
together — and he told us 
last year that times have 
changed since Lopez left.

#5 Silent Barn
Queens’s loss 

could be Brooklyn’s gain.
The quirky, experimental 

art space  Silent Barn (whose 
members are pictured at left) 
is making the move from 
Ridgewood to Bushwick  — 
and 2013 will determine the 
future of the acclaimed do-it-
yourself venue.

Will Silent Barn con-
tinue to book the kinds of 
wacky, buzzed-about, of-
the-moment arts events 
that made it a must-hit des-
tination for gallery-hoppers 
now that it’s in the county 
of Kings? Or will it become 
just one more drop in the 
paint bucket that is the 
Bushwick art scene?

Stop by in 2013 and fi nd 
out.

#6 Sir Patrick 
Stewart

Plenty of stars have 
settled in Brooklyn — but 
none has traveled as far to 
get here as legendary Star 
Trek captain Sir Patrick 
Stewart.

The man who made his 

name playing Jean-Luc 
Picard relocated to Park 
Slope in the summer of 2012 
and immediately won the re-
spect of his neighbors when 
 he turned to Twitter to rant  
about how tedious it was 
to get his cable hooked up, 
earning him  an honorary 
column in this newspaper .

Tech-connected Brook-
lynites should be sure to 
 keep an eye on his tweets  in 
the coming year.

#7 State Sen. 
Diane Savino

Puff, puff, and pass that 
bill!

That’s what state Sen. 
Diane Savino hopes to do in 
Albany this session, where 
the Bay Ridge politician is 
leading the way in the push 
to legalize medical mari-
juana in New York state.

Savino told an upstate 
paper that she is counting 
heads before introducing a 
piece of pot legislation early 
in 2013.

“I believe there is suf-
fi cient support in both par-
ties in all three conferences 
in the Senate,”  she said .

Keep watch to see if she 
can make it happen.

#8 The Alliance 
for Coney 

Island
If Coney Island ever be-

comes a glitzy, year-round 
entertainment destination, 
these are the folks who will 

make it happen.
The Alliance for Coney 

Island united the biggest 
names in People’s Play-
ground amusements in 
2012, forming an advocacy 
group that could help shape 
the future of the borough’s 
seaside escape.

The organization got 
to work helping Coney re-
cover following Hurricane 
Sandy — expect its mem-
bers to keep at it in 2013, and 
pay close attention to the 
other initiative launched 
by the group, which boasts 
big names including Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel Park (pic-
tured above), the Brooklyn 
Cyclones, Luna Park, and 
Gargiulo’s Restaurant.

#9 Rep. Hakeem 
Jeffries

Mr. Jeffries is going to 
Washington.

The former Prospect 
Heights assemblyman has re-
placed retired Rep. Ed Towns 
in the House — and the bor-
ough is watching closely to 
see what the fi rst-term con-
gressman will do once he hits 
the nation’s capital.

He already snagged a 
spot on the House Judiciary 
Committee, and if his  recent 
tweets  are any indication, 
gun control is one of his big 
targets.

#10 New coach 
of the Nets

Nets owner Mikhail 

Prokhorov has high expec-
tations of Brooklyn’s new 
home team.

“Only championship, no 
more, we’re only human,” 
 he told the press  last week.

That win-or-get-fi red atti-
tude means the coach of the 
Nets has the hardest job in 
the borough, and, potentially, 
the hardest job in sports.

As of press time, P.J. 
Carlesimo was leading the 
squad as an interim coach 
after November “ Coach of 
the Month ” Avery Johnson 
got canned for a poor De-
cember and a .500 record.

No one can be sure ex-
actly who will be drawing 
the Xs and Os for the Nets 
at the end of this season, but 
one thing is certain: that 
person will have to win the 
approval of star guard Deron 
Williams (pictured above), 
who’s disenchantment with 
Johnson’s strategy may have 
led to his fi ring. 

#11 Chris 
Olechowski

This year, Williams-
burgers will be following 
the leader.

North Brooklyn is pay-

ing close attention to  new 
Democratic district leader 
Chris Olechowski  after he 
defeated incumbent Lincoln 
Restler (a member of our  “11 
to watch in 2011” ) for the ob-
scure party position.

During the 2012 
race, both Restler and 
Olechowski, who is the 
chairman of Community 
Board 1, framed the wonky 
party post as a position that 
would allow them to have a 
real impact on the lives of 
Brooklynites — not just on 
internal Dem business.

Keep an eye on 
Olechowski in 2013 to see 
how he treats the new gig.

#12 Third 
Avenue’s 

restaurant row
Move over Fifth Avenue 

— Brownstone Brooklyn 
has a new dining strip!

Third Avenue emerged 
as a culinary destination 
in 2012, with the Littleneck 
drawing crowds, the Pines 
garnering praise from high 
up in food media, relatively 
recent additions such as Four 
& 20 Blackbirds and Bar 
Tano (pictured above) dem-

onstrating staying power, 
and the legendary Two Toms 
continuing to do what it does 
best (yes, pork chop).

In 2013, look for Runner 
and Stone — a new bak-
ery and all-day restaurant 
opened by alums of Blue 
Ribbon and Per Se in late 
December — to continue 
the culinary push, rein-
venting Third Avenue one 
meticulously crafted sand-
wich at time.

#13 The 
waterfront

Hurricane Sandy devas-
tated the borough when it 
hit Brooklyn’s shores, with 
waterfront communities 
suffering the worst damage.

Families  lost their 
homes ,  entrepreneurs 
lost their livelihoods , and 
 Brooklyn lost some of its 
landmarks .

The borough banded to-
gether in recovery efforts in 
late 2012, but so much work 
must still be done. Restor-
ing, repairing, and redevel-
oping the waterfront will 
be the story of 2013 — and 
likely of many more years 
to come.

13 TO WATCH IN 2013
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