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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Whale War One is over.
The startup Brooklyn 

beer company formerly 
known as  Narwhal Brewery  
has lost its epic battle over 
its name with one of the big-
gest fi sh of the sea.  The local 
brewers struck their colors 
and surrendered to Califor-
nia macro-microbrewers 

Sierra Nevada, who will 
continue to make their own 
Narwhal beer.

The brewers behind the 
Brooklyn startup, which 
hopes to open in Bushwick 
later this year, sought to 
avoid a lengthy legal duel 
with the Chico, Calif.-based 
company, instead remem-
bering that there are always 

other fi sh — and whales — 
in the sea.

The company’s name is 
now Finback Brewery, after 
the  whale that washed up on 
a Queens shore  and died in 
late December 2012.

“We fi nally just decided 
to bite the bullet,” said co-
founder Basil Lee of the de-

BY JAIME LUTZ
The State University of New 

York Downstate Medical Center 
has found a possible cure for its 
massive fi nancial headache: shut-
ting Long Island College Hospital 
and selling the property for a cool 
half-billion.

The state bought the 155-year-
old Cobble Hill institution in 2011 
— and in an interview on Monday 
with the New York Daily News, 
university chairman Carl McCall 
said that the purchase “seemed not 
to have been a sound acquisition,” 
adding that university trustees 
could vote in less than a month to 
shutter the hospital.

The hospital’s property valua-
tion comes from a Jan. 17 audit of 
Downstate by the New York State 
Comptroller, which estimated 
that the sale of the institution’s 
property, building and equipment 
could net $200 to $500 million.

That money would come in 
handy for Downstate, which 
could go broke “within a matter 
of months” — perhaps as soon as 
May — the audit said. Downstate 
currently loses $3 million a week, 
with its losses from 2012 likely to 
exceed $200 million, according to 

BY COLIN MIXSON
These smokes are 

smooth, mellow, and totally 
off the books!

Detectives with the 
Brooklyn District Attor-
ney’s Money Launder-
ing and Revenue Crimes 
Bureau seized more than 
30,000 cartons of counter-
feit cigarettes from a Bor-

ough Park warehouse last 
Thursday night — $3.75 
million worth of blissfully 
tax-free tobacco pleasure, 
according to Brooklyn DA 
Charles Hynes.

“Selling this poison… 
is a drain on the state and 
city economy, because 
these cigarettes are en-

Continued on page 4
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She will read it if you pay
BY COLIN MIXSON

What does $5 get you in a 
DUMBO cathouse — a poem job.

A coterie of sultry poets are in-
viting lonely hearts with a sense 
of irony to their Feb. 9 Valentine’s 
Day Massacre, an artsy, counter-
culture bash where scribes will 
don bawdy attire in imitation of 
19th Century women of the night 
in order to provide a poetic ser-
vice. 

“We’re poetry whores,” said 

poet and artistic director Stepha-
nie Berger. “We love it, we’ll do 
anything for poetry.”

To achieve the illicit illusion, 
the poetic prostitutes are trans-
forming DUMBO’s Forgotten 
Works Studio into a brothel, com-
plete with back rooms where, for 
a meagre fee, patrons can take ad-
vantage of the women’s particular 
set of skills — reading poetry, of 
course.

Continued on page 4
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BEER MAN: Brewer Kevin 
Stafford and his handywork.
 Photo by Bess Adler

BOOKISH LOOKS: Poet Stephanie Berger is organizing the Poetry Brothel in 
DUMBO, where literary enthusiasts can enjoy a night of burlesque, music — 
and private readings.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Hynes’ smoke out Brewery loses Big Beer fi ght

LICH could 
net state 
$500 mil

POEMS 
FOR A 
PRICE
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Who does the State Li-

quor Authority answer 
to? Not the people, accord-
ing to Mill Basin residents 
who have been complain-
ing about the same bar and 
lounge for fi ve years.

Community Board 18 
recently voted against the 
Avenue N watering hole 9ja 
Villa’s application to renew 
its liquor license — for the 
second time — but after fi ve 
years of complaining, neigh-
bors and community board 
members are sceptical that 
the state will heed their com-
plaints and revoke the busi-
ness’s right to sling booze.

“We recently sent [the 
State Liquor Authority] the 
letter about 9ja Villa, but 
we never hear anything 
back from them,” said Com-
munity Board 18 district 
manager Dorothy Turano. 
“Why they ask us for a rec-
ommendation when it’s not 
taken into account, I have 
no idea. There’s never any 
criteria.”

Ever since the Nigerian 
bar and lounge moved in to 
replace a beauty salon on 
the corner of E. 51st Street 
about fi ve years ago, neigh-
bors have been complaining 
to 311, 911, the 63rd Precinct, 
Councilman Lew Fidler, and 
of course, this paper, about 
the bar’s loud music and 
rowdy patrons.

“I’ve made numerous 
calls to 311 and 911 about 
the noise, about people yell-
ing and screaming coming 
out of the bar, and noth-
ing gets done,” said Don-
ald Pratt, whose house on 
E. 51st Street is two doors 
down from the bar. “After 

the cops leave, they just con-
tinue to do the same thing.”

Beyond the noise, neigh-
bors say, the bar’s custom-
ers are worse than cocker 
spaniels when it comes to 
peeing in public.

“Then the people who 
come to this place. They’ll 
carry on in front of your 
house. They pee in the 
trees, they pee on your 
house, they throw bottles 
around until the place looks 
like a dump,” said neighbor 
Jaime Lopez. 

Councilman Lew Fidler, 
who says his offi ce has been 
peppered by complaints 
about the noisy lounge, 
says he has been working 
with local law enforcement 
to curb the complaints, but 
has been upset with the 
state’s track record regard-
ing the establishment.

“It is disappointing that 
the [State Liquor Authority] 
pays so little heed to a com-

munity’s recommendation, 
particularly when it is such 
a persistent complaint,” 
said Fidler. “We will con-
tinue to press the issue un-
til neighbors can get some 
peace and quiet.”

The bar’s owner, Carol 
Emerenini, refutes any 
claims that her business is 
extraordinarily loud, say-
ing the two tenants who 
live above the lounge don’t 
complain.

“The people that live ex-
actly next to me, they don’t 
complain. The people up-
stairs don’t complain. The 
people across the street 
don’t complain,” said Eme-
renini. “I do a very good job 
keeping the noise down.”

The State Liquor Au-
thority was unable to pro-
vide a comment by press 
time, but technically the 
authority answers to the 
governor, who appoints its 
members.

Say state ignores complaints about tavern

IN THE CROSSHAIRS: Residents say 9ja Villa has been a nuisance 
since it opened fi ve years ago, and the state Liquor Authority won’t 
revoke its license. File photo

Neighbors blast loud 
bar, lame authorities

  

  

WE HAVE MOVED!

Come see us in our NEW “HOME.”

We are excited to be in our new location, 
and we’d love to have you stop by

Effective January 7, 2013, Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union
will be in our new location.

Come in and apply for a loan, open a new account or just say hello! 
Our new location will allow us to serve you better, with convenient access and 

attractive new surroundings for all our fi nancial needs. 
Thank you for your loyalty and support!

www.brfcu.org

BAY RIDGE
F E D E R A L

OUR NEW ADDRESS:
1750 86th Street    Brooklyn, NY 11214

OUR PHONE NUMBER REMAINS THE SAME: 
Phone (718) 680-2121    Fax (718) 680-9888

OUR SHEEPSHEAD BAY OFFICE REMAINS OPEN: 
1609 Avenue Z   (718) 934-6809

*Valid as of 11/01/11. Premium rate is for the $1,000 –$ 100,000 tier. APY, Annual Percentage Yield. Balances of $0 - $999 do not earn interest. Certain restrictions and fees may apply. Fees 
may reduce earnings on accounts. For new customers & new money only, or customers who maintain only a Certificate of Deposit with the Bank; limited to one account per household. Minimum 
opening deposit of $500 required. Minimum daily balance requirement of $1,500 avoids a $10 monthly maintenance fee. Interest rate is the annual simple interest rate the account will earn 
without regard to compounding, shown as an annual figure. Accounts of $100,001 & above will earn the current regular NOW Rate in effect when you open your account as stated on the Rate 
Sheet which accompanies our Agreement, and is effective until the next interest rate change. To obtain the Super Power NOW Checking Account, you must have a monthly direct deposit of $500 
or more of salary or pension. See terms & conditions for your account & NOW Checking Account in the Bank Account Agreement & Disclosures & Schedule of Fees & Service Charges provided to 
you. Rates & offers are subject to change without notice.

Visit www.berkbank.com for additional branch locations

1.20 %
APY*

www.berkbank.com

Brooklyn: 1119 Avenue J, (718) 434-3479

Brooklyn: 1421 Kings Highway, (718) 336-2776

Brooklyn: 5010 13th Ave, (718) 437-5678

Brooklyn: 4917 16th Ave, (718) 435-1284

CHECKING ACCOUNT
Premium Rate

Guaranteed through 

7/31/13

The source for news in your neighborhood:



FEB. 3, 2013, B
ROOKLYN W

EEKLY
3

BY JAIME LUTZ
The National Rifl e As-

sociation has a tough new 
opponent: the Mom lobby.

As part of a “Million 
Mom March,” hundreds 
of mothers (and fathers, 
and children, as well 
as Borough President 
Markowitz) braved a blus-
tery morning on Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day last 
week to march across the 
Brooklyn Bridge in sup-
port of gun control.

The family-friendly 
protest began at Brook-
lyn’s Cadman Plaza at 
9:15 am and ended on the 
steps of City Hall in Man-
hattan, where Shannon 
Watts — a former com-
munications executive 
and the founder of One 
Million Moms for Gun 
Control — gave a speech 
praising New York’s re-
cently passed gun legisla-
tion and calling on Con-
gress to pass President 
Obama’s proposed gun-
control laws.

Watts, a mother of fi ve 
from Indiana, started the 
One Million Moms move-
ment as a Facebook group 
the day after the mass 
shooting at Sandy Hook 
Elementary in Newtown, 
Conn.

“I think we all felt help-
less on that day,” Watts told 
the crowd. “But 24 hours 
later the shock turned into 
anger, and, as a mother, I 
knew something had to be 
done.”

Since the group’s mod-
est inception, Watts said, 
One Million Moms for 
Gun Control has nearly 
50,000 supporters and 
more than 75 chapters na-
tionally.

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Bruce Ratner, who 

fought tooth and nail 
for a decade to realize 
his dream of planting 
a giant, rust-covered 
arena in Prospect 
Heights, is stepping 
down as head of For-
est City Ratner. 

Ratner, 68, will 
step down from his 
chief executive offi cer 
role in a few weeks, 
sources say. Execu-
tive vice president 
MaryAnne Gilmartin 
will take his place. 
He will remain as the 
company’s chairman. 

Forest City Ratner 
is the New York City 
division of Cleveland-based 
Forest City Enterprises. Dur-
ing Ratner’s tenure, the com-
pany became the biggest de-

veloper in Brooklyn. 
Forest City Ratner declined 

to comment on Ratner’s depar-
ture. 

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
A time capsule was dis-

covered in the historic Green-
Wood Cemetery, but the con-
tents were only slightly more 
interesting than what  Al Ca-
pone’s vault revealed . 

The time capsule,  found 
stashed inside a wall  of the 
cemetery’s crematorium by 
a construction worker last 
week, revealed no astounding 
blast from the past, but only 
six waterlogged 19th-century 
books about the cemetery’s 

densation to collect inside the 
plastic wrap for years, ulti-
mately destroying the books, 
said Richman.

Green-Wood offi cials called 
in retired Brooklyn College 
professor Anthony Cucchi-
ara, an expert in the preserva-
tion of water-soaked artifacts, 
who advised cemetery staff to 
freeze the sodden books in or-
der to halt further deteriora-
tion.

“They were unsalvage-
able,” said Richman, but “we 
have copies of them all in ex-
cellent condition,” he added.

The cache included a copy 
of “A Handbook for Green-
Wood,” published in 1867 by 
the cemetery’s fi rst historian, 
Nehemiah Cleaveland, and a 
copy of the 1847 publication 
“Green-Wood Illustrated,” by 
the same author.

The dilapidated books will 
be trashed, said Richman, but 
the metal box they were found 
in will have a spot in the ar-
chives.

sule buried among the 487-acre 
graveyard’s 560,000 perma-
nent residents, which range 
from abolitionist Horace Gree-
ley to the infamous William 
“Boss” Tweed. A photo of the 
time capsule being placed was 
found nearly 20 years ago in 
the cemetery’s archives, ac-
cording to Richman.

“It’s a great thing they felt 
the most important thing to 
put in these time capsules 
were histories of the ceme-
tery,” said Richman, who ad-
mitted he was hoping to dis-
cover a more intriguing cache 
of artifacts.

“You open up a time cap-
sule and you’re always hoping 
that there is something fasci-
nating in there that you have 
never seen before, and that 
turned out not to be the case,” 
he said.

Green-Wood offi cials had 
stuffed the tomes inside the 
rainproof box nearly six de-
cades ago, but wrapped them 
in plastic, which caused con-

history — all of which were al-
ready a part of Green-Wood’s 
library.

The weather-beaten metal 
box with “Green-Wood Cem-
etery 1838-1954” etched on its 
lid was likely stowed inside 
the wall by Green-Wood of-
fi cials in 1954, the year the 
crematory’s cornerstone was 
laid, said Jeff Richman, the of-
fi cial historian of the 175-year-
old graveyard.

Cemetery brass long sus-
pected there was a time cap-

EXPERT OPINION: Anthony Cucchiara, an expert in wa-
terlogged artifacts, holds a badly damaged book that was 
unsuccessfully encapsulated.  Courtesy Green-Wood Cemetery 

Many moms march against guns

Green-Wood time capsule 
yeilds soggy stash

Ratner cedes top post 
at Forest City Ratner

MOMS VS. GUNS: Hundreds 
of men, women, and children 
marched over the Brooklyn 
Bridge on Jan. 21 with one 
goal — ending gun violence. 

Family-friendly protest over the Brooklyn Bridge

BRUUUUUCE: Bruce Ratner will step down 
as head of the company in the next few 
weeks.  File photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY COLIN MIXSON
There was a clean spot on 

Plumb Beach — now it’s gone.
Retired lawyer, presidential 

candidate, anti-outsourcing cru-
sader and Sheepshead Bay resi-
dent Barry Deutsch — a.k.a. Dr. 
Sherlock Litter — died suddenly 
of a heart attack on Dec. 29 at age 
66, leaving behind three older 
siblings, his cat, and a clean 
stretch of sand on the otherwise 
rubbish-strewn Plumb Beach, 
which he affectionately called 
his “tax-free, summer beach, 
jungle hide-a-way paradise.”

Deutsch grew up in Liberty, 
New York, before earning his 
law degree at the New York Uni-
versity Law School.  After four 
years at the city’s Department 
of Consumer Affairs, Deutsch 
published a handbook entitled, 
“How to Avoid TV Repair Ri-
poffs,” and moved to Brooklyn 

in 1981 to open his own law prac-
tice.

For the last 23 years of his 
life, Deutsch focused on combat-
ing the outsourcing of American 
jobs, and even ran for president 
of the United States in the 1992 
New Hampshire primaries on an 
anti-globalization platform. Per-
haps a man ahead of his time, he 
received just 26 votes — 55,637 
shy of the winner, former sena-
tor Paul Tsongas.

“I entered the primary to 
register my fierce opposition to 
job outsourcing and the North 
American Free Trade Agree-
ment,” Deutsch said, speaking 
of his presidential bid.  One of 
his better-funded primary oppo-
nents, Bill Clinton, eventually 
signed the trade pact in 1993.

Following his brief career in 
politics, Deutsch created a bi-
zarre  online video  in which he 

railed against globalization in 
the guise of his alter-ego, Dr. 
Sherlock Litter, and appeared 
complete with a deerstalker hat 
and curved pipe. 

Courier reporters  first met 
Deutsch in Plumb Beach  while 
looking for a “tent city” of home-
less people discussed at a Plumb 
Beach Civic Association meet-
ing last year.

No homeless enclave was 
found, but Deutsch was discov-
ered lounging in a tidy glade he 
had cleaned up, nestled between 
the Belt Parkway and Plumb 
Beach —  the only clean section 
of the otherwise rubbish-strewn 
sand of the Gateway National 
Parks and Recreation territory. 

Deutsch was a lover of the out-
doors, according to his brother, 
Dale, and spent his summer 
days riding his bike across the 
Gil Hodges Bridge from Fort Til-

den Park to Plumb Beach, where 
he was somehow able to look be-
yond the trash-strewn shores 
and see the beauty.

“He enjoyed nature, and he 

made the best of his life there,” 
said Dale, speaking of his late 
brother. “He looked at the colors 
of the water and the sky, and he 
looked away from the junk.”

Barry Deutsch was a lawyer and presidential candidate

TAX-FREE JUNGLE PARADISE: Barry Deutsch found a paradise nestled between 
the junk-strewn shore of Plumb Beach and the Belt Parkway, and spent much of 
his free time tidying up his favorite shorefront spot. CNG / Colin Mixson

Eccentric Plumb Beach, 
Sheepshead Bay man dies 

“We’re basically creating a turn-of-the-
century-esque brothel environment,” said 
Berger. 

“In the back of the house, instead of hav-
ing prostitutes who have sex with you, they’ll 
read you poetry one-on-one for money.”

The licentious laureates conceived of the 
novel, red-light bordello setting after sitting 
through more than one dry, academic night 
of balladry, and decided this would be way 
more fun, sexy, and profi table.

“Me and some poet friends of mine 
thought that the poetery scene was divi-
sive,” said Berger. 

“There were these really fun poetry read-
ings that were slammy, but academic poetry 
readings were boring, so why not put it in a 
sexy environment that’s more intimate.” 

Also, poets need to get paid, too, she 
said.

Intimate poetry sessions aside, the 
Valentine’s Day Massacre will entertain 
with “bloody” burlesque and aerial perfor-
mances, live music courtesy of the darkly 
poetic Shayfer James, and, naturally, mul-
tifarious liquors and beers.

“It’s an art party. It’s a combination of 
poetry and burlesque,” said Berger. “It shall 
be brutal.”

The Poetry Brothel’s St. Valentine’s Day 
Massacre at Forgotten Works Studio [46 
Bridge St. between Plymouth and Water 
streets in Dumbo, (646) 298–8008, www.for-
gottenworksstudio.com]. Feb. 9, 8 pm. $10.

Continued from cover

Poems
the report. 

The state’s purchase of the 
Cobble Hill hospital — which 
had $170 million in debt at the 
time — was a key factor in 
Downstate’s fi nancial troubles, 
the report found. 

But the hospital’s possible 
closure is prompting a back-
lash. Last Friday, hundreds of 
nurses, doctors, community 
members, and elected offi cials 
rallied in front of the medical 
center chanting “Save LICH! 
Save LICH!” 

“This is the only hospital 
that really serves at least this 
side of Brownstone Brooklyn,” 
said John Heyer II, a lifelong 
Carroll Gardens resident and 
member of the Carroll Gardens 
Neighborhood Association. “It’s 
a real loss should we lose our 
emergency room and our other 
facilities.”

And would-be luxury condo 
developers are bound to be dis-
appointed in any sale of the 
property, said Judy Stanton, 
the executive director of the 
Brooklyn Heights Association, 
pointing out that apart from 
the main hospital building, the 
remaining real estate is in a 

limited-height zoning district.  
 “From a cold, crass, real 

estate point of view, someone 
might fi nd it more valuable, but 
there is not a housing shortage 
[in Cobble Hill],” Stanton said. 
“There’s a health-care short-
age there.”

The hospital’s merger with 
Downstate was fi rst seen as a 

boon to the long-suffering insti-
tution, which accrued its $170 
million debt under previous 
owners Continuum Health Part-
ners. But current hospital em-
ployees blamed both Continuum 
and Downstate for its woes.

“For the last 17 years we 
had no management. No lead-
ership, nobody to check on our 

fi nances,” said Dr. Mike Atal-
lah, the president of the medi-
cal staff of both hospitals. 

“Where are our patients go-
ing to go?” asked Atallah who 
has worked at the Cobble Hill 
hospital for 40 years. “We need 
to keep this place going. It’s not 
fair to take from this neighbor-
hood a hospital that provides 

Continued from cover

LICH

ILL WILL: Protestors gather outside of Cobble Hill’s Long Island College Hospital in protest of the medical facil-
ity possibly closing. Community Newspaper Group / Natalie Musumeci
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The biggest names in the 

borough paid tribute to the 
growing Bay Ridge Com-
munity Council at the civic 
association’s annual lun-
cheon on Jan. 26.

Sen. Chuck Schumer 
(D–New York), District At-
torney Charles Hynes, state 
Sen. and borough president 
candidate Eric Adams (D-
Flatbush), and comptrol-
ler and mayoral candidate 
John Liu joined the usual 
cast of neighborhood pols 
in singing the praises of the 
62-year-old confederation of 
community organizations, 
which recently added three 
new member groups.

The Sheepshead Bay-
born Schumer applauded 
the Council for its dedica-
tion to neighborhood im-
provement, which he said 
was essential to a strong de-
mocracy.

“You are the backbone 
of America,” Schumer told 
the dozens of neighbor-
hood leaders assembled 
at the Bay Ridge Manor 
on 76th Street between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues.

Liu used his time at the 
podium to commend Bay 
Ridge for its sense of neigh-
borhood cooperation and 
camaraderie.

“This is one of the great 

communities for involvement 
and activism,” Liu said.

Ridge electeds assembly-
woman Nicole Malliotakis 
(R–Bay Ridge) and assem-
blyman Alec Brook-Krasny 
(D–Bay Ridge) — who also 
represent storm-wounded 
areas of Staten Island and 
Coney Island, respectively 
— both thanked Council 
members who had volun-
teered in the wake of Hur-
ricane Sandy.

“I will never forget those 
of you who reached out and 
asked about my district. I 
will never forget my true 
friends in this room,” said 
Malliotakis, choking up.

Council president Re-
nee Dorsa took time to wel-
come the Minerva Lodge of 
Freemasons, the Knights of 
Columbus, and Saint Sav-
iour’s Lutheran Preschool, 
all of  which recently joined 
the Council. 

Dorsa also called on the 
neighborhood alliance to 
take advantage of emerging 
communication technolo-
gies while staying true to 
the group’s longtime prac-
tices of grassroots commu-
nity involvement.

“We must move into the 
future while continuing to 
respect the traditions and 
history of our Council,” 
said Dorsa.

Bigwigs 
converge on
Bay Ridge

866.342.5358    lease@bushterminal.com    882 Third Avenue, Brooklyn        

Industrial, Offi ce, Creative, 

Warehouse/Distribution, Manufacturing, 

Retail, and Technology.

W H E R E  I N N O VAT I O N  L I V E S

Convenient access to major 

business hubs. 

Subways & Highways just 

blocks away.

www.bushterminal.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS 
WITH FLEXIBLE SPACE.  

PREBUILT/BUILT TO SUIT

MEET THE CANDIDATE: Brooklyn beep-wannabe state Sen. Eric Adams (second from right) took time to talk with (from left) Assembly-
man Peter Abbate and leading Ridgites Larry Morrish and Greg Ahl. Photos by Steve Solomonson

OUR NEXT MAYOR?: Mayoral candidate Comptroller John Liu 
spoke highly of Bay Ridge activists like Council executive secretary 
Arlene Keating and president Renee Dorsa.
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
Forget storks, this is 

where techies come from.
DUMBO’s future tech ti-

tans are working together in 
a handful of incubators — co-
working spaces for new start-
up companies — which have 
become nurturing nests of 
innovation in Brooklyn’s 
lauded Tech Triangle.

The  NYU-Poly incuba-
tor , one of the newest in the 
area, just hatched its fi rst 
company:  TENDIGI , an app 
developer now with six em-
ployees, which grew too 
large to stay in the small 
space.  NYU-Poly’s DUMBO 
incubator, a space at 20 Jay 
St. hosting 15 small com-
panies on about twice that 
many desks, encourages 
companies to take wing once 
they get to be about fi ve em-
ployees, or have stayed for a 
maximum of two years.

“The incubator scene is 
representative of how the 
nature of business is chang-
ing,” said Andrew Zarick, 
the co-founder and CEO of 
 Digital DUMBO , which or-
ganizes tech gatherings to 

Tanya Menendez, who with 
Matthew Burnett and Scott 
Weiner co-founded  Maker’s 
Row , a website headquar-
tered at the NYU-Poly in-
cubator that provides a 
database of local factories 
and manufacturing plants 
all over the country for re-
tailers that want to source 
goods domestically.

Others laud the incuba-
tor for providing the knowl-
edge, resources and connec-
tions that would be diffi cult 
to access alone.

“Coming from the arts 
and non-profi t world, we’d 
never heard the word 
‘monetization,’” said Dana 
Karwas, of  BLDG BLOK , 
a soon-to-be launched app 
that will use commentary 
and video to bring historic 
urban landscapes to life in 
a sort of on-demand multi-
media walking tour.  

“We were pitching to 
VCs [venture capitalists] 
from the second day,” said 
Liz McEnaney, who founded 
the company with Karwas 
after they met working at 
the Maya Lin Studio.

connect entrepreneurs, in-
novators, and creators, and 
is also a tenant at the NYU-
Poly incubator. “Businesses 
need to keep up with the 
pace of change. Most larger 
companies have pretty bu-
reaucratic structures, but 
if you look at start-ups and 
the model of co-working, it 
shows that they are spaces 

to bring an idea to life.”
A number of incubators 

have sprouted up in DUMBO 
since it began its reign as 
the tech capital of Brooklyn 
— three on as many blocks 
of Jay St. alone.

 Studiomates  set up shop 
at 10 Jay St. at John Street 
in 2010, while  DUMBO Start-
up Lab   , at 68 Jay St. between 

Water and Front streets, 
expanded to a new loft last 
spring.

NYU-Poly’s incubator, a 
public-private partnership 
between NYU-Poly and the 
New York City Economic 
Development Corporation, 
is right between them.

The young entrepreneurs 
honing ideas, mobile apps, 

programs, and websites say 
sharing a space is all part of 
a culture of creative collabo-
ration that helps their start-
ups grow and innovate.

“The number one thing 
is being able to be around 
our peers, and being able to 
bounce ideas off each other, 
pitching to people and get-
ting honest feedback,” said 

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Here’s a breakdown of a few of the companies 

that are trying to become the next Instagram:

WHERE COMPANIES ARE BORN: NYU-Poly’s tech incubator gives 
small startups discounted rent for two years. Photo by Bess Adler

These technology babies call Brooklyn home

Tech mate! DUMBO’s incubator hatches fi rst business

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

tirely untaxed,” said Hynes at 
press conference last Friday af-
ternoon, surrounded by mounds 
of impounded bogies falsely 
labled as Marlboros, Newports 
and Camels.

The seizure, which was the 
result of six months of gruel-
ing undercover work, coincided 
with the arrest of Yin Haun 
Zhao, so far the only suspect in 
custody for the multi-million 

dollar counterfeit operation.
These counterfeit smokes, 

aside from depriving the city of 
$1.8 million in tax revenue, also 
carry additional health risks 
beyond the increased risk of em-
physema and various forms of 
cancer typically associated with 
tobacco smoking.

In China, where the bogus 
butts originated, unregulated 
tobacco is sometimes dried by 
trucks rolling over the nico-
tine-fi lled leaves laid out on the 
ground, lacing it with leaded gas 
fumes in the process, according 

to Michael Vecchione, Chief of the 
Brooklyn DA’s Racket Division.

“As unhealthy as smoking is, 
smoking counterfeit and bootleg 
cigarettes is even worse, because 
there is no way of knowing what 
chemicals they contain,” said 
Hynes.

The Brooklyn DA’s offi ce is 
certainly high on the recent bust, 
though some smokers in the bor-
ough may have preferred sucking 
on contaminated cigarettes over 
paying New York City’s smoking 
tax, which at $5.85 is the highest 
in the country.

Continued from cover

Hynes

SMOKE ‘EM IF YOU GOT ‘EM: (From left) Greg Mitchell, bureau chief in the money 
laundering and revenue crime bureau Michael Vecchione, chief of the rackets Di-
vision and District Attorney Charles Hynes are surrounded by heaping piles of 
bootleg smokes. Community Newspaper Group / Colin Mixson

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide

•  BLDG BLOK,  app designer. 

 • Impact Simulations,  game designer.

• Lifedots, feed for organizing social media sites.

•  Maker’s Row,  database for small businesses

•  Pipture,  video app creator.

•  Roomscaper,  furniture website.

 • Stereogrid,  music distribution network.
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Will Bredderman: So, 
congratulations on the fi lm 
fi nally opening — but why 
not in Brooklyn?

Amy Nicholson: I wanted 
it to open at the Brooklyn 
Film Festival, but we fi n-
ished on fi lm and it really 
took a long time to develop 
and I missed the deadline. 

WB: So why did you de-
cide to make a movie about 
the Zipper?

AN: I rode a Zipper as 
a kid. I’m originally from 
Maryland, and I grew up 
spending my summers in 
Ocean City, which had a Zip-
per. There’s a few of them out 
there.  In 2006, I just read in 
the Daily News one day that 
the Zipper was leaving Coney 
Island, and I thought “That’s 
so sad, I love the zipper.” So I 
decided I wanted to go there 
and talk to the people who 
ran it and it ended up becom-
ing a much more complicated 
story than I expected.

WB: Who was running 
it? And what made it all so 
darn complicated?

AN: Eddie Miranda, he 
was the man running it, 
and he said he was fi ghting 
for one more summer when 
I went to speak to him in 
Feb. 2007. He basically told 

me he couldn’t talk about it, 
and I assumed there was a 
gag order going on, since I’d 
read Joe Sitt had bought the 
property he was on. Later 
on after he had to leave, he 
opened up to us. We went to 
the local city councilman, 
Domenic Recchia. After his 
interview, I had 10,000 more 
questions so I decided to keep 
going. I interviewed over the 
next four years Seth Pinsky, 
Lynn Kelly, and Joe Sitt.

WB: So you think there 
was collusion between Sitt 
and the city?

AN: No. I always felt, just 
my gut feeling, is that Sitt 
beat them to the punch. The 
city should’ve known the sec-
ond they announced they had 
a plan to encourage private 
developers to build amuse-
ments in Coney Island, some-
body like Joe Sitt was going 
to swoop in and buy up all 
the property and try to sell 
it at a profi t. The real crux 
of the story is the parkland 
swap, and the rezoning. Af-
ter Joe Sitt came in, with all 
his pretty drawings, every-
body freaked out — “condo-
miniums in the amusement 
district!” And their answer 
was to put the amusements 
on public parkland. Which 
sounded great, except the 

amusements were on private 
property, and they couldn’t 
just make that parkland. So 
they had to swap it for prop-
erty they owned on the other 
side of MCU Park, where the 
parking lot is. So they got to 
say “We saved the amuse-
ment district,” but what they 
left out is that the amusement 
district was already pro-
tected because it was zoned 
so that nothing could be built 
there but amusements. So 
their plan wasn’t much dif-
ferent than Joe Sitt’s. 

WB: So whatever hap-
pened to Miranda and the 
Zipper?

AN: The Zipper got sold 
to a resort in Honduras. Ed-
die’s now living in Florida 
and doing a different job — 
he hasn’t given me the okay 
to say where or what.

WB: Okay then. So let 
me ask: the boardwalk — 
wood or concrete?

AN: Of course I hate the 
concrete. Everybody hates 
the concrete. There’s too 
much concrete in the world.

“Zipper, Coney Island’s 
Last Wild Ride” at the IFC 
Center [323 Sixth Ave. be-
tween Cornelia and Car-
mine streets in Manhattan. 
(212) 924–7771] Feb. 5, 8 pm.

Filmmaker documents remaking of Coney
Five years ago, documentary fi lmmaker Amy Nicholson turned her 

lens on an old-school Coney Island carny and his crazy revolving 

attraction on the W. 12th Street shoreline. The result was “Zipper: 

Coney’s Island’s Last Wild Ride,” a fascinating look at politics, 

profi t, and power in the People’s Playground. 

UNZIPPED: A documentary fi lmmaker takes a look at the renovation of Coney Island through the lens 
of one of its former attractions in her latest fi lm “Zipper: Coney Island’s Last Wild Ride.” 
 Courtesy of Amy Nicholson

One for the Zipper

GREENHOUSE CAFE LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sun. Nights

Valet Parking

718 -989 - 8952 Call For Music SchedulePrivate Party Rooms 
Available

SUPER BOWL SUNDAYFREE Half-Time Buffet With A Cash Bar

SUPER BOWL SUNDAYFREE Half-Time Buffet With A Cash Bar

CELEBRATES

Valentine’s Day
featuring Live Music with Carmelo

PER PERSON +
TAX & GRATUITY

CHOICE OF
APPETIZER

Pasta Of Day

Fried Calamari

Caesar Salad

Cupid Salad

Soup Du Jour

Shrimp 
Cocktail

CHOICE OF
DESSERT
Cheesecake

Mousse/Cheesecake
Tiramisu

Chocolate Mousse
Apple Strudel

Ice Cream or Sherbet
Chocolate 

Mousse Pie

Coffee or Tea

$39

CHOICE OF ENTREE
Chicken Francaise

Boneless Stuffed Chicken Breast
Stuffed Chicken Rolletini

Filet Mignon
Served with Bearnaise and Bordelaise Sauce

(Add $5.00)
Twin Lobster Tails (Add $5.00)

Surf & Turf, Lobster Tail & 
Filet Mignon (Add $5.00)

Salmon with Champagne Dill Sauce

Shrimp Scampi Style
ALL ENTREES SERVED 

WITH FRESH VEGETABLES AND POTATO OR RICE

Join us for 

New York City 

Restaurant Week 

- Now thru 

Feb. 8th

Join us for 

New York City 

Restaurant Week 

- Now thru 

Feb. 8th

Elegance without Extravagance

Four Course Valentine’s Day Menu $28 p.p.

1464 86th St. between 14th and 15th Ave.

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

All Major Credit Cards  Reservations Suggested
8620 Third Ave.  Bay Ridge

718.921.5633
View our menu on whosfood.com

Michelin Guide
SELECTION

‘10 ‘11 ‘12
ZAGATSURVEY
FOOD  DECOR  SERVICE

24 19   20

Open 7 Days For Dinner & Private Parties

TUSCAN COUNTRY CUISINE

Homestyle Tuscan Country Cuisine Complemented  
By Fine Wine and Old World Ambiance

Happy 
Valentine’s Day!

We are now 
taking  reservations
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ALE-MATE: Some of the 
new Finback ales. 
 Photo by Bess Adler

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
A dolphin that was 

trapped in the  notoriously 
fi lthy and toxic Gowanus 
Canal  is sleeping with the 
fi shes. 

The male cetacean, 
which was spotted in the 
canal at 9:30 am last Fri-
day and appeared to have a 
bleeding dorsal fi n, began 
bobbing up and down near 
the Union Street Bridge 
between Bond and Nevins 
streets in the early after-
noon after spending nine 
sludge-covered hours in the 
disgusting waterway. 

The mammal was com-
ing up for air every few sec-
onds before he passed away 
at about 6 pm, breaking the 
hearts of the dozens of con-
cerned onlookers who gath-
ered in the freezing cold to 
catch a glimpse of the doomed 
creature from the banks of 
the canal, and cheered when-
ever he would show his snout, 
letting him know he wasn’t 
alone at his time of death.

“I think he knew he was 
surrounded by people who 
wanted to help him,” said 
Aida Rodriguez of Carroll 
Gardens. “It gave him a bit 
of energy.”

Rodriguez, who claimed 
she wanted to jump into the 
frigid waterway to save the 
creature, could not hold back 
tears as she came to terms 
with what had happened. 

“This is just terrible,” 
she said as she broke down. 
“It’s heartbreaking.”

The dolphin died of 
natural causes — not from 
swimming in the feculent 
waterway — according to 
an autopsy. 

The dolphin sighting 
 made international head-
lines  on Friday, and Brook-
lynites headed down to the 
 federal Superfund site  to 
see the six- to seven-foot 

long creature that weighed 
between 200 to 250 pounds 
swimming in a soupy, wa-
ter-esque substance that  
 contains the germs that 
cause gonorrhea .

“It’s an incredible sight,” 
said Tiffany Collings, who 
left her Park Slope clothing 
store job to check out the 
dolphin. “You don’t usually 
see a lot of wildlife in the 
Gowanus Canal.”

Rescue workers had 
hoped that their fi nned 
friend would somehow 
make his way back out to 
sea once high tide came in, 
fearing that any human as-
sistance before then would 

only make matters worse.
“An intervention on our 

part can be detrimental to 
the animal,” said Julika 
Wocial, a marine biologist 
from the Riverhead Foun-
dation, the rescue organi-
zation that received a call 
from a citizen who spotted 
the dolphin at the entrance 
of a waterway near Ham-
ilton Avenue. “It’s a very 
normal and standard proce-
dure that we wait through 
more tide cycles before we 
attempt to do anything.”

The dolphin isn’t the fi rst 
sea mammal to get caught 
— and die — in the canal.

In 2007, a baby minke 

whale, affectionately called 
“Sludgie,” was swimming 
in the canal after it was 
separated from its mother 
during a Nor’Easter. It  died 
after apparently hitting 
some submerged rocks near 
an oil facility at the end of 
Clinton Street . 

The Gowanus’s sis-
ter-fi lthy-inlet, Newtown 
Creek,  also attracted a dol-
phin, nicknamed “Slimey,” 
in 2010 . That dolphin is be-
lieved to have miraculously 
survived.

Friday’s dolphin did not 
have a nickname, although 
a Twitter account, @gow-
anusdolphin, had been cre-

ated on his behalf.
That account died along 

with the dolphin.
The dolphin sighting 

and death came a day af-
ter the federal government 
held two public meetings 
in Carroll Gardens and Red 
Hook to discuss  its half-
billion-dollar plan to clean 
up the grotesque waterway  
that is, now more than ever, 
clearly no place for marine 
mammals. 

The cleanup will com-
mence after a two-year de-
sign phase, and will take at 
least until 2022 to complete, 
Environmental Protection 
Agency offi cials said. 

Sick cetacean chooses Brooklyn’s nautical purgatory as place of death

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2013 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

SEE WORLD: (Top left) A dolphin swam into the fi lthy Gowanus Ca-
nal last Friday, and residents couldn’t get enough of him. (Above) 
Onlookers snap pictures and call friends to let them know what 
they are seeing. (Left) Dozens of people gathered on the Union 
Street Bridge to catch a glimpse of the dolphin. It later died of 
natural causes, according to the Riverhead Foundation, which per-
formed an autopsy on the animal. Photo by Paul Martinka

DOLPHIN DIES IN GOWANUS 

cision to toss their origi-
nal name overboard. 
“We came to the conclu-
sion that if we changed 
our name, we could put 
this behind us and get 
back to trying to open 
our brewery.”

Narwhal Brewery had 
registered in the state as a 
limited liability corpora-
tion in 2011 — but Sierra 
Nevada created a beer 
called Narwhal Imperial 
Stout a year later, and 
fi led for the federal trade-
mark that the Brooklyn 
brewers had forgotten to 
secure, thus leading to 
 the dispute . 

Lee said that after 
a series of contacts be-
tween the two compa-
nies, Sierra Nevada 
fi nally agreed to chat 
with them, brewer to 
brewer.  But the conver-
sations with Sierra Ne-
vada head of operations 
Brian Grossman, son of 
company founder and 
micro-brewing pioneer 
Ken Grossman, failed to 
resolve the situation.

The two-person com-
pany has lost some capi-
tal that it sunk into mer-
chandise and marketing 
under the Narwhal 
name.

Lee said there was no 
doubt in his mind that 
their libation had to be a 
leviathan.

“We defi nitely wanted 
to stick with a whale,” 
said Lee.

Continued from cover

Brewery
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BY ELI ROSENBERG
At long last, Brooklyn will 

once again have a theater fi t 
for Kings.

The restoration of the his-
toric Loew’s Kings Theatre 
in Flatbush fi nally kicked 
off on Jan. 23 when Mayor 
Bloomberg and Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz broke ground 
on a $94-million rehabilita-
tion to return the breathtak-
ing movie palace to its former 
glory.

“The new Kings Theatre 
will preserve much of the 
character and history of this 
iconic building and expand on 
that rich legacy as well,” said 
Bloomberg.

The 68,000-square-foot the-
ater, built to regale  pre-Depres-
sion audiences of 3,200, will 
expand by 25,000 square feet, 
enabling the venue to host live 
performances of music, theater, 
and other stage productions.

The project will provide 
an economic boost to the Flat-

bush neighborhood, which has 
largely missed out on  the boom  
enjoyed by many of its north-
ern neighbors, said the mayor, 
who claimed the redevelopment 
would create 500 construction 
jobs and 50 permanent posi-
tions, in addition to many other 
temporary jobs staffi ng 200-250 
events a year when the theater 
re-opens in early 2015.

“Plays, concerts and other 
[events] that this new venue 
will host, and the audience 
they will attract, will help, we 
think, spur additional invest-
ment along Flatbush Avenue 
and throughout Central Brook-
lyn,” said the Mayor, promising 
that the venue “will be great 
for Brooklyn’s artists and com-
munity organizations, because 
local groups will have more af-
fordable performance space.”

This latest push to restore 
the once-glamorous theater 
 dates back  to before the fi nan-
cial crisis.  Previous efforts 
fl opped due to lack of funding.

The expansive rehab job, 
managed by the ACE Theat-
rical Group, LLC, will be fi -
nanced with $50 million in city 
money, in a private-public part-
nership with Goldman Sachs 
and United Fund Advisors, who 
put up the other $44 million. 

The ornate theater — the 
city’s third largest after Ra-
dio City and the Theater at 
Madison Square Garden — 
was inspired by the Palace of 
Versailles and the Paris Op-
era House and built with pink 
marble with a lofty domed ceil-
ing. It was an early place of 
employment for famous Brook-
lynites like Sylvester Stallone 
and Henry Winkler and others 
like Paul Lepelletier, a former 
usher who showed up for the 
ground breaking.

“If need be, Marty [Markow-
itz] and I can be the ushers,” 
said Lepelletier, who noted he 
was one of the last ushers at the 
theater before it closed in 1977.

It was also the place that 

anyone over a certain age 
in Brooklyn probably had 
their high-school graduation, 
Markowitz said.

Developers said that the de-
caying theater hall, which fi rst-
timers gawk at as if uncovering 
the remnants of a lost civiliza-
tion, would be easier to rehabili-
tate than it might seem to the 
naked eye.

“The basic structure is 
actually quite sound,” said 
Gary Martinez, the president 
and CEO of Martinez + John-
son, the architectural fi rm in 
charge of the project. 

“They really did know how 
to build them back then.”

And for some Brooklynites, 
the opening of the theater might 
present a bit of a second chance. 

As a coterie of city big-wigs 
strode through the beauti-
ful ruins of the movie palace, 
Markowitz pointed up to the 
grand balcony, stage-left.

“My fi rst date was up there,” 
he said. “Didn’t work out.”

City to fi nally break ground on restoration of Flatbush’s iconic theater

ON THE MEND: The opulent theater was inspired by 
the Palace of Versailles and the Paris Opera House. 
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini

LONG LIVE LONG LIVE 
THE KINGS THE KINGS 
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