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BY COLIN MIXSON
Condo owners paying 

top dollar for a magnifi-
cent view of the sea are 
about to swap their ocean 
vista — for a bathroom.

Management and resi-
dents at the Oceana Con-
dominiums in Brighton 
Beach took to the Coney 
Island Boardwalk in pro-

test on Sunday, blasting 
the Park Department’s 
decision to raise the 
beach-side comfort sta-
tion between Coney Island 
Avenue and Brighton 12th 
Street up on 20-foot stilts 
to comply with new federal 
flood standards, saying 
they paid for a view of the 
ocean, not a bathroom.

“Yeah, that’s why 
it’s called Oceana,” said 
Christine Connors, assis-
tant property manager at 
Oceana Condominiums, 
“because there’s a good 
view of the ocean.”

The Oceana Home Own-
ers Association sought a 
temporary restraining 

BY MOSES JEFFERSON
Ice to meet you, Brooklyn!
The borough will have its 

first face-off with big league 
hockey when the Islanders play 
a preseason game at the Bar-
clays Center on Sept. 21, team of-
ficials announced on Tuesday.

The club, which is  slated to 
relocate to the Rust Bowl on At-
lantic Avenue  in 2015, will enjoy 
a Brooklyn debut by taking the 
ice for a 7 pm match against the 
hated New Jersey Devils.

Alas, the game is just a one-
timer until the Islanders for-
mally move to Brooklyn in two 
years — but it’s a chance to win 
fans on the western-most tip of 
Long Island, team officials say.

“I’m excited for our fans to 
bring that energy and have the 
ability to enjoy an Islanders 
game while taking advantage 
of the world class amenities 
at Barclays Center, that stand 
above and beyond what any 
other arena provides,” said the 
aptly named Islanders general 
manager Garth Snow. “This pre-
season game will be their first 
opportunity to do so.”

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
A group of Red Hookers 

have made it crystal clear 
that they don’t want the fed-
eral government to store 
the sludge dredged from 
the toxic Gowanus Canal on 
their waterfront. 

Residents working un-
der the name “ No Toxic 
Red Hook ” are petitioning 

against a plan under con-
sideration by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
that would decontaminate 
some of the muck and use it 
to build a massive landmass 
on concrete tycoon John 
Quadrozzi’s property at the 
foot of Columbia Street as 
part of the agency’s half-

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 9Continued on page 6

Race on at Gowanus Canal
BY NATALIE MUSUMECI

Everyone is a winner at this 
boat race — so long as you don’t 
get wet.

The toxic Gowanus Canal is 
the course for an upcoming non-
motorized watercraft competition 
open to canoes, kayaks, paddle-
boats, and rowboats of all sizes.

Dubbed the “Gowanus Chal-
lenge,” the June jaunt will feature 
2.5 miles of action on the foul-
smelling waterway, which is laden 

with hazardous heavy metals, raw 
sewage, cancer-causing chemicals, 
and  even gonorrhea  — warranting 
a federal cleanup with a price tag 
of a half-billion dollars.

“This is the fi rst race that begins 
and ends on a Superfund site,” said 
Owen Foote, a founding member of 
the Gowanus Dredgers Canoe Club, 
which organized the race. 

Members of the Gowanus 
Dredgers have been racing each 

Continued on page 6
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NOT STILTED: Irving Cohen 
is no fan of a plan to elevate a 
bathroom in Brighton Beach.

ROW, ROW, ROW YOUR BOAT: Gowanus Dredgers Canoe Club co-founder 
Owen Foote is organizing a boat race on the highly contaminated, sludge-
fi lled Gowanus Canal on June 15. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Sludge match Battle of the bathroom

Islanders 
break ice 
in Sept.
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GROCERY DEPT. DAIRY DEPT. FROZEN DEPT. HOME COOKED DINNERS

PRODUCE DEPARTMENT DELI DEPARTMENTFISH DEPT.

3 DAY SALE 4/12-4/13-4/14

2/$1003/$1000

$199

SilverStarsGourmetCatering.com   
Come Join Us While We 
Celebrate Earth Day

FREE SILVER STAR
TOTE BAGS ALL WEEK

With purchase of $25.00 or 
more. Limit 1 per family.

GENERAL MILLS  
CHEERIOS
14 OZ. BOX

WHITE ROSE
SUGAR
4 LB. BAG

NESTLE PURE LIFE
WATER 28-16.9 OZ.
OR $3.99 EACH

BOW TIE PASTA
W/ VIRGIN OLIVE OIL
& BROCCOLI RABE

WHITE ROSE 
VEGETABLE OR CORN
OIL 96 OZ.

WHITE ROSE 

ORANGE JUICE 
64 OZ.

JELLO 

PUDDING 
4 PK.

WHITE ROSE

VEGETABLES
SELECTED VARIETIES - 16 OZ. BAG

BREYERS 

ICE CREAM 
48 OZ.

OREIDA 

FRENCH FRIES 
20-32 OZ.

WHITE ROSE

WHIPPED BUTTER 
8 OZ.

STONEYFIELD ORGANIC

YOGURT 
6 OZ.

AUNT JEMIMA
WAFFLES
12.3 OZ.

ORZO PEAS
& MUSHROOMS
FRESH
LASAGNA

PENNE
VODKA

$499
14 OZ.

$599

$399

$399

$649
$899

$399

2/$300

$2992/$500

$599

2/$500 99¢2/$300

2/$300

2/$400 $499

$299
LB.

LB.

LB.

LB.

ALEX’S BRAND ALEX’S BRAND ALEX’S BRAND ALEX’S BRAND
TOURIST 
SALAMI
POLTAVSKAYA 
SALAMI
KARPATSKAYA 
SALAMI

$449
LB.

$449
LB.

$499
LB.

FRENCH CERVELAT
SALAMI
ESTONSKAYA
SALAMI
PITERSKAYA
SALAMI

$479
LB.

$399
LB.

$399
LB.

CANADIAN STYLE
BACON

BOLOGNA

MORTADELLA

$479
LB.

$249
LB.

$249
LB.

MOSKOVSKAYA
SALAMI
BERLINSKAYA
SALAMI
MOLDAVSKAYA 
KIELBASY

$329
LB.

$429
LB.

$399
LB.

FRESH 
FLOUNDER
FILLET .......................

$599
 LB.

SCROD
FILLET .......................

$599
 LB.

CATFISH
FILLET .......................

$599
 LB.

We Gladly Accept 
EBT & WIC

99¢
LB.

$299
LB.

$799
LB.

Sale Dates: Friday Apr. 12th –Thursday Apr. 18th, 2013
Open: Monday– Saturday 8am – 7 pm, Sunday 8am – 5 pm

SilverStarQualityMeats.com   FREE DELIVERY ON STORE ORDERS!

FREE PARKING

DEL MONTE 
GOLDEN

PINEAPPLES

SUGAR SWEET 
GREEN SEEDLESS
GRAPES PROVOLONE 

CHEESE
CORNED 

BEEF 

BOILED
HAM
AND
AMERICAN
CHEESE

OVEN GOLD
TURKEY
AND
HONEY
TURKEY

FARM FRESH 
TOMATOES

ON THE VINE

CALIFORNIA 
ICEBERG 

LETTUCE

FRESH
LITTLE NECK 
CLAMS

2 DOZEN FOR

$799

99¢

99¢
LB.

LB.79¢
EA.

EA.

BOAR’S HEAD #1 IN COLD CUTS FRESH COOKED ON 
THE PREMISES

IMPORTED CITTERIO BRAND

STELLA BRAND

SILVER STAR COMBO - 1/2 LB. EACH

$499
LB.LB.

LB.

USDA CHOICE - WHOLE OR HALF

SHELLS OF 
BEEF

FRESH DAILY 
RED SNAPPER

STRIPED BASS

$899
LB.

$799
LB.

USDA CHOICE

BOTTOM 
ROUND 
ROAST

3838 Nostrand Avenue             718-934-8520       FAX # 718-332-4620(Between 
Ave. Y & Z)

DOMESTIC 
PROSCIUTTO

FRESH 
CUT BLUE 
CHEESE

$499 $699
LB.LB.

$189
LB.

GRADE A

CHICKEN 
CUTLETS

USDA CHOICE 

SKIRT 
STEAKS

CUT FROM CORN FED PORKERS

PORK 
SHOULDER

DELI HELP WANTEDNO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
WILL TRAIN
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15 piece Big Band will perform music from The Great 
American Songbook which includes songs by Frank 

Sinatra, Dean Martin, Benny Goodman and Glenn Miller

The Baron DeKalb
Knights of Columbus

3000 Emmons Ave., Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn 11235
Tickets are $25 per person and will include a full dinner.

Tickets must be purchased in advance

M.A.S.
Swing

BY JAIME LUTZ
Call it a game of pass-

the-truck.
Someone apparently 

abandoned a tractor-trailer 
on a section of Flatbush Av-
enue near the Brooklyn Bo-
tanic Garden months ago 
— and no department in the 
city is taking responsibility 
for cleaning it up.

“I have seen this tractor-
trailer abandoned since at 
least November,” said Olgi-
erd Bilanow, a Ditmas Park 
resident who passes the big 
rig frequently while walk-
ing through Prospect Park.

Bilanow called 311 sev-
eral times, only to be di-
rected to the Department 
of Sanitation, which is in 
charge of removing vehicles 
without license plates. But 
even after those calls, the 
truck, which has Tennes-
see plates but no company 
markings, remains — with 
a thick layer of dirt around 
it unreachable by street 
sweepers.

This reporter called the 

Department of Sanitation 
about the truck, only to be 
told by a spokeswoman that 
because the trailer is in 
Prospect Park, it falls un-
der the jurisdiction of the 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation.

This reporter then called 
the Department of Parks 
and Recreation, where a 
spokeswoman said that be-
cause the vehicle is parked 
on Flatbush Avenue it is un-
der the jurisdiction of the 
Department of Transporta-
tion.

This reporter then called 
the Department of Trans-
portation, only to be told by 
a spokeswoman to contact 
the police department.

An NYPD spokesman di-
rected this reporter to con-
tact the precinct closest to 
the vehicle.

A spokesman for the 
71st Precinct said that the 
truck doesn’t sit in his cov-
erage area, and repeated 
calls to the 78th Precinct’s 
community affairs offi ce 

were not answered.
A trucking industry ex-

pert told this newspaper it is 
not unusual for struggling 
independent truckers who 
aren’t part of larger fl eets 
to abandon aging tractors 
— especially if the truck is 
in need of costly repairs — 
because properly disposing 
of such vehicles can be ex-
pensive.

The audacity of some-
one abandoning a truck in 
the most famous of Brook-
lyn’s parks and on the best-
known of borough road-
ways, however, is a bit much 
for Bilanow to take. 

“In and of itself, it’s just 
a magnet for graffi ti. And 
in theory, terrorism-wise, if 
you can abandon a tractor-
trailer in New York City, 
what else can you do?” the 
concerned citizen said. 

But the real problem is 
more simple than that.

“It’s just the idea that 
you can dump a tractor-
trailer and nobody cares,” 
Bilanow said.

Abandoned big rig left to rust on Flatbush

TRUCK STOP: This tractor-trailer has been abandoned on Flatbush Avenue in Prospect Park since at 
least November. Photo by Olgierd Bilanow

THIS TRAILER 
IS TRASHED
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CANDIDATE CLASH: (Above) Mayoral candidate 
Sal Albanese duked it out with fellow candidate 
Bill DeBlasio (below at left, with Brooklyn Demo-
cratic boss Frank Seddio), during a candidates 
forum at St. Francis College in Brooklyn Heights 
on April 3. File photos

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A Democratic mayoral can-

didates forum in Brooklyn be-
came a domestic dispute be-
tween two hizzoner hopefuls 
from the borough.

Public Advocate and Park 
Slope resident Bill DeBlasio 
and former Bay Ridge Coun-
cilman Sal Albanese clashed 
repeatedly at the April 3 de-
bate at St. Francis College in 
Brooklyn Heights, with Al-
banese slamming DeBlasio 
starting with his opening re-
marks.

After DeBlasio expressed 
his opposition to member 
items — discretionary funds 
the city gives councilmembers 
to dole out to organizations in 
their districts — in the wake 
of the  Smith-Halloran scan-
dal , Albanese attacked his ri-
val as a Johnny-come-lately 
to a cause that he had cham-
pioned in City Hall back in 
1998, and pointed out that the 

Public Advocate had accepted 
and handed out member items 
when he was a city council-
man.

“In the Council, it was noth-
ing but member items for you,” 
Albanese alleged. 

“But now that a political 
opportunity has emerged, 
thanks again, Bill, for step-
ping up.”

DeBlasio protested, accus-
ing Albanese of distorting 
his record and ignoring his 
2010 proposal to create more 
transparent rules for member 
items.

“That’s not accurate,” De-
Blasio retorted. 

DeBlasio in turn blasted Al-
banese’s call for non-partisan 
elections — which would abolish 
Republican and Democratic pri-
maries and replace them with a 
single general primary where 
anyone able to get enough peti-
tion signatures could get their 
name on the ballot — pointing 

out that Mayor Bloomberg had 
long sought such a reform and 
arguing that it would turn city 
politics into a game of pay-to-
play.

“It would f lood the system 
with money. I’m proud to have 
led the fight against non-par-
tisan elections,” DeBlasio 
said.

But Albanese defended the 
idea, noting that many other 
cities have adopted non-parti-
san elections as a way to break 
up machine politics.

“It would weaken these 
old political clubs,” Albanese 
claimed.

Albanese also repeatedly 
called attention to DeBlasio’s 
campaign fi nances, noting that 
the Public Advocate had ac-
cepted hundreds of thousands 
of dollars from real estate in-
terests — in stark contrast to 
Albanese’s pledge not to take 
donations from corporations or 
developers. 

The Dyker Heights resident 
even suggested that DeBlasio 
might have an ulterior motive 
for opposing the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency’s desig-
nation of the Gowanus Canal 
as a Superfund site, and for 
calling for the city and its con-
tractors to do the clean-up in-
stead.

“Bill is pushing for private 
developers to do this,” Albanese 
said. 

“You’ve received an awful 
lot of contributions from devel-
opers to be objective about the 
merit of that.”

DeBlasio — who argued 
that the city and private sector 
would get the job done faster 
than the feds — by then had 
grown weary of Albanese’s con-
stant jabs.

“Sal, you’ve got one note,” 
the exasperated Public Advo-
cate said.

“It’s an important note,” Al-
banese shot back.

Ridge vs. Slope in battle for mayor
Sal Albanese, Bill DeBlasio duke it out at Heights debate

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Brighton Beachers have been 

waiting since Hurricane Sandy for 
Key Food to fi nally reopen — but 
the store’s staff say it will be at least 
another month before the neigh-
borhood will have a local grocery 
again.

Elderly residents of the storm-
slammed seaside community com-
plain that they’ve had to travel great 
distances for food since Sandy shut-
tered the supermarket on Neptune 
Avenue near the corner of W. Fifth 
Street.

Longtime Trump Village resi-
dent Etta Dorf said the Key Food 
was the only local source for kosher 
items since the closure of the MET 
Food on Brighton Beach Avenue 
in September, and she now has to 
schlep all the way to Kosher Palace 
on Avenue U on public transporta-
tion to stock her fridge — or pay the 
steep $45 delivery fee out of her fi xed 
income. 

“There’s no more kosher butch-

ers around here, and I can’t carry 
that much on the bus,” said Dorf. 
“We’re all wondering when we’re 
going to have our grocery store 
back.”

Fellow senior citizen Miriam 
Wurzel has become dependent on 
her daughter delivering her food 
from Scarsdale every two weeks — 
a major inconvenience for both of 
them.

“It’s very diffi cult, and I hate 
to bother her,” said Wurzel. “But 
when you’re old, you live on Social 
Security and it’s hard for you to get 
around.”

Helen Commodore, who uses a 
walker, said she’s been forced to 
choose between expensive and un-
palatable food from nearby Russian 
markets and unhealthy items like 
donuts that she can get at stores like 
CVS and Walgreens.

 “I don’t eat Russian food. I eat 
normal American food,” said Com-
modore. 

“I’m managing, but it’s not 

easy. I’m not eating that healthy 
now.”

Key Food manager Kathleen 
Woods said she felt bad about the 
fi ve-month closure, but explained 
that the store had to buy all new cold 
cases after the storm — on top of bat-
tling mold and gutting and rewiring 
their location.

“I understand their pain. We 
have a lot of senior customers, and 
this has been tough for them, but we 
had to deal with a lot of setbacks,” 
said Woods.

Woods said she is now waiting 
for the building to be reconnected 
with the grid — it is now running 
on generator juice, which can-
not power large refrigerators — 
which she expects to happen by 
the end of May. 

She said that customers can 
look forward to a bigger and bet-
ter Key Food, since the store has 
converted its storage area into re-
tail f loor space and will be adding 
more international items.

Brighton Beachers are 
hungry for Key Food

STARVING FOR ANSWERS: Brighton Beach resident Etta Dorf and her 
neighbors say they are desperate to fi nd out when the only grocery store 
in the area will reopen. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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The only
thing

missing
from this
picture,
is you.

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  Call us at   1.800.385.0422
Or donate on line at

MatchingDonors.com

•  We will accept any
    auto - running or not.

•  100% tax deductible.

•   MatchingDonors.com
    is a 501C3 nonprofit 
    organization.
 
•   100% of the proceeds
     will go to help saving 
     the lives of people 
     needing organ
     transplants.

Donate Your Car, Boat, RV or Real Estate
Your don’t have to donate a kidney to save a life.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Cangiano’s  may be gone , 

but a little Italian fl avor 
will soon return to the leg-
endary salumeria chain’s 
last location at the corner 
of Ovington and Third av-
enues in Bay Ridge.

A Staten Island entrepre-
neur will open a combined 
bakery, deli, and grocery 
store in the spot where the 
 92-year-old salami dynasty 
fi nally came to an end in 
2011  — and while Cangia-
no’s famous sausage and 
mozzarella are a thing of 
the past, the businessman 
says he’ll be serving up clas-
sic cold cuts and homemade 
Italian-style salads and 
entrees along with fresh-
baked bread and bagels. 

Zee Enj — who owns 
Hylan Deli and Bagel and 
Get It and Go Bagels on the 
Rock — said by mid-May 
the shuttered salumeria 
will re-open as Freshco Ba-
gels and Supermarket and 

will start slicing up Genoa 
salami and Boar’s Head 
meats, dishing out lasa-
gna, antipastas, and maca-
roni salad, and turning hot 
loaves and bagels out of its 

ovens every hour. The store 
will also sell fresh produce 
and small household items. 

“It will be mostly Italian 
stuff, but we’re going to give 
it our own touch,” said Enj. 
“It’ll be a one-stop shop.”

Enj said that the heavy 
foot traffi c on Third Avenue 

and the  impending opening 
of the Green Church school  
at Ovington and Fourth 

avenues convinced him he 
could do good business on 
the corner.

“I’m counting on the 
neighborhood. I see a lot 
of people walking by, and 
when the school opens there 
should be a lot more, so we 
hope to capture a lot of cus-
tomers,” said Enj.

Pasquale Cangiano, a 
butcher from Naples, opened 
the fi rst of his eponymous 
markets on 14th Avenue be-
tween 65th and 66th streets 
in 1919. His wife Anna turned 
the store into a success after 
Pasquale’s death, and opened 
locations in Gravesend, 
Dyker Heights, Bensonhurst 
and Staten Island. 

The Bay Ridge location 
opened in the early 1990s, 
but Pasquale’s son Gus said 
that interest in keeping the 
family business alive had 
died out in the younger gen-
eration. 

“My sons didn’t want it. 
It was too many hours,” he 

said. “My nephew went to 
college and it was too much 
work for him.”

Enj is the second Staten 
Islander to take over a mor-
ibund Bay Ridge institu-

tion this year. Mike Mou-
datsos, owner of fi ve Greek 
diners on the Rock,  bought 
the struggling 65-year-old 
luncheonette Hinsch’s  in 
March.

Italian-style deli and bakery to take over Cangiano’s location

FED A GENERATION: Cangiano’s before it closed.  File Photo

Neighborhood flavor

CANGIANO’S TO CREAM CHEESE: New shop owner Zee Enj says 
he’ll bring deli meat back to the corner of Ovington and Third av-
enues — plus bagels! Photo by Ken Yapelli
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MONDAY - SATURDAY 10-6 • THURSDAY 10-7 • SUNDAY 12-6

BROOKLYN  1 1 1 1  AV E  U   7 1 8 . 6 4 5 . 4 5 0 1

Christie Helene

Joan Calabrese  
for Mon Cheri

Us Angels

Accessories  
by Adriana

(BROOKLYN ONLY)

NOW THRU MAY 15

SELECTED

COMMUNION

DRESSES 

& ACCESSORIES
50%

OFF

UP

TO

SINCE
1948

C L O T H I N G  •  S H O E S  •  A C C E S S O R I E S

PULMONARY & SLEEP DISORDERS 
OF NEW YORK, P.C.

Accredited by American Academy Of Sleep Medicine
Our CPAP CLINIC is

One stop shop for all your sleep apnea needs
Your CPAP machine is your lifeline

Our Team Of Sleep Board Certifi ed 
Doctors, Registered Polysomnography 
Technicians, Nurses And Respiratory 

Therapists Are Here To Help

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT TODAY 
718-891-7800

We accept all types of medical insurance

2625 E 14th

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY JAIME LUTZ
She’s under pressure.
Alexandra Bowie — a 

freelance grant writer, fi c-
tion writer, blogger, mother, 
and wife — is now the new 
president of the neighbor-
hood watchdog group the 
Brooklyn Heights Associa-
tion.

The newly elected neigh-
borhood activist will re-
place Jane McGroarty as 
the association rallies to 
oppose the likely shutdown 
of Long Island College Hos-
pital, prepares to host a 
mayoral forum, and tries 
to infl uence the direction 
of the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary’s  new planned Brook-
lyn Heights branch  and the 
development of Brooklyn 
Bridge Park.

In other words, she has 
gotten rather busy lately.

If all of that wasn’t 
enough, Bowie is also try-
ing to garner neighborhood 
support to make Brooklyn 
Heights a “slow zone” — re-
ducing the speed limit from 
30 to 20 miles per hour.

It is this last initiative 
that may be closest to Bow-
ie’s heart — she was friends 
with fellow Heights As-
sociation executive board 
member Martha Atwater, 
who was killed by  a truck 
that jumped the curb  at the 
intersection of Clinton and 
Atlantic avenues in Febru-
ary.

But to get the city to 
make the community a slow 
zone, Bowie needs to prove 
that there is neighborhood 
support for such a move, 
which might be the hardest 
part of her new job.

“I’d like to improve our 
communications,” said 
Bowie, who joined the orga-
nization’s board in 2004.

“I’d like to see our mem-
bership increase.”

To that end, Bowie is de-
centralizing the association’s 
communication efforts, fo-
cusing on social media like 
Facebook and Twitter to “get 
the short word out and what 
we’re doing.”

She used those tools to 
organize community meet-
ups at hangouts like Vine-
apple Cafe.

No one showed up to the 
fi rst meeting at the end of 
March, but she is hoping 
that changes.

“I know some people 
think we’re about the build-
ings, but Brooklyn Heights 
Association is about the 
people,” she said.

“We try to look at what 
the city is doing and nudge 
or push them toward what 

is better,” she added.
The Bloomington, Ind., 

native has lived in Brook-
lyn since 1986 and Brooklyn 
Heights since 1988.

She got involved with the 
Brooklyn Heights Associa-
tion until 15 years ago when 
she became annoyed by a 
Home Depot shopping cart 
chained nearby her home. 
After calling police, the 
fi re department, and sanita-
tion — these were the days 
before 311 — Bowie fi nally 
phoned Brooklyn Heights 
Association executive di-
rector extraordinaire Judy 
Stanton.

Stanton didn’t remove 
the cart (it disappeared a 
while later), but her dry 
sense of humor and verve 
made an impression on 
Bowie.

“She’s such an asset,” 
Bowie said about Stanton. 
“She knows everyone and 
everything.”

Bowie is new president of Heights Association

SUCH GREAT HEIGHTS: New Brooklyn Heights Association presi-
dent Alexandra Bowie scopes out Brooklyn Bridge Park — a likely 
priority for the new public fi gure during her tenure as head of the 
venerable community organization. Photo by Jaime Lutz

Ch-ch-ch-changes
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other on the canal for years, 
but this is the fi rst time the 
pro-watersports group has 
challenged other boating 
organizations to test their 
speed. The course will start 
at the Dredgers’s dock on 
Second Street, go all the 
way to the mouth of the ca-
nal near the Gowanus Bay, 
and loop back to the dock for 
the big fi nish, said Foote. 

Boathouses across inter-
national waters have even 
expressed interest in the 

race, which will serve as a 
fund-raiser to support the 
group’s work bringing free 
waterborne recreational ac-
tivities to the city. 

As such, each team must 
raise $500 from pledgers and 
sponsors to compete, but 
squads can consist of how-
ever many people fi t into the 
crew’s vessel of choice. 

Individuals brave 
enough to take on the Gow-
anus Canal who are not af-
fi liated with boathouses or 
other aquatic groups are 
welcome to participate in 
the race, if they can come up 
with a canal-worthy craft.

The winner will likely 
receive a grand prize of a 
gift certifi cate to a local res-
taurant.

Foote hopes holding the 
race will help raise aware-
ness of the fact that every 
time it rains, millions of gal-
lons of raw sewage fl ood the 
waterway — which is why 
the feds will likely force the 
city to install  massive $78 
million holding tanks  to 
catch the runoff as part of 
the Superfund cleanup. 

But organizers aren’t 
worried about any health 
risks from racing on the 
waterway. 

“We don’t have a lot 
of concerns,” said Foote. 
“We’ve been exposing our 
hands and paddles and hav-
ing casual contact with the 
water for 14 years.” 

Federal advisories for 
kayakers or canoers on the 
Gowanus Canal recommend 
boaters to “minimize direct 
contact with the water” and 
to wash your body and cloth-
ing “soon after paddling,” 
 according to an advisory by 
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency . 

The Gowanus Challenge 
[Second Street dock near 
Bond Street in Gowanus, 
(718) 243–0849, www.gow-
anuscanal.org] June 15, 11 
am, $500 entry fee.

The Islanders and 
team owner Charles 
Wang are happy to make 
a breakaway from the 
asbestos-riddled Nas-
sau Veterans Memorial 
Coliseum, and enthu-
siastic about their new 
digs at the Barclays 
Center, which will be 
the smallest arena in 
the National Hockey 
League, accommodat-
ing just 14,500 fans in 
 a horseshoe-style con-
figuration  without seats 
behind one goal.

And Barclays Center 

brass is thrilled to find 
a new roommate for the 
Nets, a basketball team 
that debuted at the arena 
this season.

“There’s a lot of ex-
citement about profes-
sional hockey bound for 
Brooklyn, where the Is-
landers have a terrific 
opportunity to grow 
their fan base and build 
their brand,” said arena 
chief executive officer 
Brett Yormark.

A preseason game 
 planned for the arena  
last fall was cancelled 
due to an NHL lock-out.

Tickets for the exhibi-
tion go on sale on April 
17 at 10 am.

Continued from cover
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billion dollar Superfund 
cleanup of the fetid water-
way.

The feds claim it would 
be safe to construct a “con-
fi ned disposal facility” 
that would turn the sludge 
into concrete and use it 
to permanently build out 
the waterfront at the Gow-
anus Bay Terminal and 
Gownaus Industrial Park, 
but neighbors are worried 
about their health, the risk 
of fl ooding, and the effects 
the operation would have 
on Red Hook’s bustling ball 
fi elds and pool.

“The community does 
not want to create more 
land from this contami-
nated sludge adjacent to one 
of the most heavily used rec-
reation areas in New York 
City,” activists wrote on 
the online petition posted 
in March in a last push be-
fore the feds close the public 
commentary period later 
this month.

The Red Hook activists 
say they don’t oppose the 
polluter-funded cleanup of 
the waterway — just the 
proposal to process sludge 
in their community.

“This is almost the worst 
thing I can imagine for this 
neighborhood,” said Red 
Hook mom Carly Yates, a 
founder of No Toxic Red 
Hook who is worried about 
air pollution and fears that 
the site could become a per-
manent plant for treating 
toxic waste. “It’s disturbing 
— I don’t think that I can 
raise my daughter here if it 
were to be built.”

The sludge used to con-

struct the landmass would 
be dredged from the least 
contaminated section of the 
canal-bed, which is south of 
Hamilton Avenue, moved by 
barge, and treated to remove 
hazardous toxins that may 
include coal tar and heavy 
metals, eliminating any 
health risks, feds claim. 

“The materials would 
be rendered non-toxic and 
there would be a protec-
tive wall around the area 
where the materials would 
be placed,” said Superfund 
project manager Christos 
Tsiamis, who credits him-
self with coming up with 
on-site disposal option that 
he claims will shave $37 
million from the project and 
create between 30 and 60 
jobs over six years. 

Workers would de-water 
the grime on Quadrozzi’s 
property, mix it with ce-
ment-like materials, and 
store it as stabilized con-
crete inside a bathtub-like 
fi xture made of reinforced 
steel that would be buried 
in the Gowanus Bay and 
connected to his industrial 
complex.

Once the project is over, 
Quadrozzi can do what he 
wants with the land as long 
as he complies with certain 
federal guidelines.

Neighbors have blasted 
the plan due to reports the 
concrete titan owes hefty 
fees for  illegally dumping 
into the Gowanus Bay  — 
but Quadrozzi claims he 
does not face any fi nes and 
has paid off a settlement of 
$60,000 to the state several 
years ago after a dock col-
lapsed and released sand, or 
what the state calls “plum-
age,” into the bay. 

Quadrozzi alleges com-

munity activists are trying 
to undermine a safe and 
cost-effective clean-up pro-
posal by pushing a petition 
that is laden with lies and 
wrongly refers to the “con-
fi ned disposal facility” as a 
“contaminated disposal fa-
cility.”

“It’s intentionally mis-
leading to scare the com-
munity into thinking that 
there would be no logical or 
benefi cial reason to support 
this other than to create 
some land for some guy to 
do what he wants,” he said. 
“Anybody would read it and 
say of course I’m against 
this.” 

The feds still have the 
option of shipping all of the 
sludge off-site to a licensed 
treatment facility if there 
is large community opposi-
tion to the construction of 
the concrete landfi ll by the 
end of the public commen-
tary period, Tsiamis said at 
numerous public meetings. 
The state also has a say in 
the matter, according to 
agency offi cials. 

The fi nalized plan for the 
cleanup of the canal will be 
released by the summer. 

As of press time, the peti-
tion has 336 signatures. 

The agency will accept 
written and public com-
ments on the proposal until 
April 27. E-mail gowanus-
canalcomments.region2@
epa.gov or write to:

Christos Tsiamis, proj-
ect manager

Central New York Reme-
diation Section

US Environmental Pro-
tection Agency

290 Broadway, 20th 
fl oor

New York, NY 10007-
1866

Continued from cover
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Enjoy 1/2 Off the Mexican side of our Menu
and Relax with 

$350 Drink Specials
Frozen Margaritas, Daiquiris, Piña Coladas, 

Sangria & Mexican Beers at the Bar
Brunch Saturday & Sunday $12.50 p.p. includes Mimosa or Bloody Mary

114 Bay Ridge Ave.  718-833-8865  www.casapepe.com

Are Back 4-7PM
at the Bar

Authentic 
Spanish & 
Mexican 
Cuisine

4-7pm
STAY THIRSTY
MY FRIEND

1/2 OFF1/2 OFF

(Off Colonial Rd.)
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GREENHOUSE CAFE

ENTREE
ROAST LOIN OF PORK With Baconkraut And Bass Ale Gravy - Fresh Vegetable, Potato Or Rice

SAUTEED SHRIMP SCAMPI Sautéed With White Wine, Lemon, Garlic, Butter - Fresh Vegetable & Potato Or Rice
CHICKEN PARMAGIANA Served With Linguini Or Penne Marinara

CHICKEN FRANCAISE Served With Fresh Vegetable & Potato Or Rice
BROILED TILAPIA OREGANATA STYLE Lemon, Garlic, Butter, Seasoned Bread Crumbs - Fresh Vegetable & Potato Or Rice

VEAL MILANESE Breaded Cutlets Topped With Chopped Greens Salad  
PENNE ALA VODKA With Grilled Chicken Or Shrimp

AVOCADO SALAD TOPPED WITH GRILLED SALMON Mixed Greens & Crisp Spinach With Avocado, Tomato, 
Red Onion, Sliced Pepper, Cucumber, Grilled Salmon, Raspberry Vinaigrette

CAFÉ MARGARITA Grilled Chicken Fresh Mozzarella, Roasted Peppers With Oregano, Olive Oil, Balsamic 
Vinegar On Toasted French Bread Served With Fresh Cut French Fries

STEAK SANDWICH Marinated Sliced Steak, Caramelized Onions, Choice Of Cheese On A Toasted Garlic Loaf 
Served With Fresh Cut French Fries

7717 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge 718-989-8952

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sun. Nights

FRESH FRUIT PLATE  SOUP DU JOUR  HOUSE SALAD
                            GRAND CAESAR SALAD  EGGPLANT ROLLETINI  SEAFOOD SALAD

DESSERT BROWNIE, FRESH FRUIT, CHOCOLATE MOUSSE, CHEESECAKE, LEMON SHERBET,  
                     VANILLA ICE CREAM, APPLE STRUDEL, RAINBOW SHERBET, CHOCOLATE ICE CREAM

COFFEE OR TEA

BY COLIN MIXSON
Access denied!
Parkgoers needing to re-

lieve themselves in Marine 
Park’s fancy new $16.5-mil-
lion parkhouse during the 
Spring’s fi rst nice weekend 
had to hold it in — or wait 
on long lines at hated port-
o-potties — because the city 
couldn’t fi gure out how to 
get the building’s locks on 
straight.

Bathrooms at the Car-
mine Carro Fieldhouse 
have been shuttered by the 
city since Saturday because 
they allowed access to the 
off-limits community cen-
ter portion of the building 
through doors where work-
man put locks on the wrong 
way.

The screw-up resulted 
in long lines at the park’s 
hated bathroom trailers, 
which served as an alterna-
tive to the fi eld house while 

it was under construction 
— and, apparently, when 
it’s not working.

“The lines were outside 
the men’s room, because 
they only had one commode 
available for over 2,000 pa-

trons,” said park advocate 
John Manzola. “There were 
at least 20 men waiting to 
use the bathroom.”

The community center’s 
bathrooms have two doors, 
one leading outside and an-
other leading inside to the 
rest of the building — the lat-
ter of which is typically kept 
locked to keep park patrons 
out of the community center 
proper, where closed func-
tions are frequently held.

However, the lock on the 
inside door was installed 
backwards, according to 
Manzola, with the keyhole 
side facing into the commu-
nity center, and the manual 
latch on the bathroom-side 
knob. Thus, anyone inside 
the bathroom can unlock the 
inner door and gain unau-
thorized access to the center.

“If they just want the 
bathrooms open to the pub-
lic, but they don’t want the 

public in the building, they 
keep the outside door un-
locked and they lock the in-
side doors from the inside of 
the building,” he said. “But 
the city’s locksmith screwed 
up, so you can come in 
through the outside.” 

The Parks Department 
confi rmed to this paper 
that there was an issue with 
the locks and that the bath-
rooms will remain closed 
until the problem is fi xed, 
probably later this week.

Marine Park fi eld house 
is considered by some to be 
Southern Brooklyn’s big-
gest boondoggle — espe-
cially compared to much 
bigger projects, including 
the Freedom Tower.

The Marine Park build-
ing cost taxpayers about 
$5,000 a square foot, while 
Manhattan’s 104-story sky-
scraper will cost a mere 
$1,456 per square foot.

HOLD IT!: The bathrooms inside Marine Park $16.5 million Carmine 
Carro Community Center have been closed since last weekend be-
cause the city bungled the installation of locks inside the facility’s 
precious toilets (below). Photos by Steve Solomonson

WE’RE CLOSED!
Residents locked out of Marine Park’s million-dollar loo

NOT PRIVY: John Manzola can’t 
believe the city bungled the 
bathrooms at the long-awaited 
community center. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Marijuana may hurt short-

term memory, but a keen aware-
ness of recent history could help 
a Brooklyn lawmaker fi nally get 
a medical marijuana law passed 
in Albany.

Even though three previous at-
tempts to bring patients prescrip-
tion pot have gone up in smoke, 
state Sen. Diane Savino (D–Co-
ney Island) is confi dent her more 
tightly written new bill will blunt 
the opposition that burned earlier 

proposals in the Senate.
“The original bills that were 

introduced and passed in the as-
sembly originally talked about al-
lowing patients, caregivers, and 
hospitals to grow small amounts 
of marijuana on site,” said Savino, 
who is sponsoring her fi rst medical 
marijuana bill. “That’s not a realis-
tic way to deal with medical mari-
juana, and one of the things that’s 
benefi cial to New York is we have 
the experience of several other 
states that have their own pro-
grams. So, we’ve been able to reject 
some of the worst practices and em-
brace some of the best ones, so we 
have the tightest bill possible.”

Cannabis is currently avail-
able to patients in 18 states and the 
District of Columbia, and just this 
week Maryland lawmakers en-
dorsed Mary Jane for medical use. 
Colorado and Washington states re-
cently legalized the euphoria-induc-
ing herb completely.

Savino and her co-sponsor As-
semblyman Richard Gottfried (D–
Manhattan), however, want to as-
sure their colleagues that unlike 
the earlier, half-baked proposals, 
this bill would not turn New York 
into California, where the prolif-
eration of prescription pot provid-
ers has drawn local complaints as 
well as raids by the feds. In fact, 
many of the stipulations in Savi-
no’s bill were specifi cally written 
to mellow out the fears that have 
kept Albany lawmakers from ap-
proving medical marijuana in the 
past.

“We’re not going to be Califor-
nia,” said Savino. “What you don’t 
want is a very loose program, be-
cause that’s what invites the feds 
to come in. The U.S. Attorneys are 
very ambitious, they see opportu-
nities and they’ll go after that. The 
way to avoid that is to have a very 
tight model.”

For one thing, patients will 
have to complain about more than 
chronic back pain to get a prescrip-
tion for pot. To weed out fakers, 

the bill stipulates that doctors will 
only be able to dole out cannabis to 
those suffering “severe, debilitat-
ing, or life-threatening conditions,” 
said Gottfried spokesman Mischa 
Sogut.

“The fi rst concern we’ve heard 
is the defi nition of what marijuana 
can be used to treat, and in this bill 
it’s written that pot can only be pre-
scribed to treat severe, debilitating, 
or life-threatening conditions,” 
said Sogut. “That includes con-
ditions like cancer, Parkinson’s, 
AIDS — and the commissioner of 
health would have discretion to 
determine what is and is not appro-
priate.”

Furthermore, the new bill man-
dates that every plant must be 
tracked and tagged from the time it 
is planted to the point of sale, mak-
ing sure that the state’s legal pot 
won’t worm its way into the black 
market.

“This bill is based on the seed 
to sale model,” Savino explained. 

“Every client has a bar code, we 
will know every plant that exists, 
every patient, and every leaf that 
gets sold.”

Another saving grace of the 
bill is that half of the proceeds 
generated in towns where the 
marijuana is produced or distrib-
uted will go back to the local gov-
ernment, meaning that the bud-
ding weed industry will subsidize 
the extra cost of law enforcement 
that lawmakers predict will occur 
in such localities.

“There were concerns that 
legalizing this would increase 
needs for law enforcement, which 
would fall on the localities,” said 
Sogut. “So, half the revenue gen-
erated would be shared with the 
locality where it was made and 
dispensed.”

Savino and Gottfried can 
rightfully expect their bill to pass 
the Assembly, which has already 
passed three, more loosely writ-
ten medical marijuana bills in the 
past.

More importantly, Savino is 
convinced she has enough sup-
port to get the necessary 32 votes 
in the Senate, where medical 
marijuana has never even made 
it to the fl oor.

“By my calculus, I believe we 
have 38 solid votes,” said Savino. 
“Plus, we probably have another 
six more that are leaning yes. 
We’re going to be in a comfortable 
position going into the Senate.”

Now, the big challenge seems to 
be getting the bill past Gov. Cuomo, 
who — despite pushing for the de-
criminalization of small amounts 
of marijuana — has opposed setting 
up a legal marijuana industry in 
the state.

“We’re going to get our ducks in 
a row and we’re going to reach out 
to the governor’s offi ce to work on 
this,” said Savino. 

“It doesn’t help us to get the bill 
past the assembly and the senate, 
only for it to be killed on the gover-
nor’s desk.”

Sen. Diane Savino: My joint medical pot bill is designed to be passed

PUFF, PUFF, PASS THE BILL: State 
Sen. Diane Savino is pushing a new bill 
that would legalize medical marijuana 
in New York state. Photo by Bess Adler

POL’S NEW HERBAL REMEDY

Signs of spring
Brooklynites took advantage of the great weather on Tuesday and visited 
the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, where cherry blossoms are beginning to 
bloom. Photo by Paul Martinka 
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Call (866) 811-5515 or visit one of our local branches!

Welcome Home.
There has never been a better time to buy.1

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
These Ridge residents want state Sen. 

Marty Golden to smile for the cameras.
More than 20 Bay Ridge residents ral-

lied outside Golden’s Fifth Avenue offi ce 
on April 5 to protest the  pol’s opposition 
to a pilot program that would install 40 
speed cameras  — which photograph the 
license plates of speeders and automati-
cally send them tickets — at select inter-
sections around the city.

The protestors were members of a pro-
traffi c-control group called Bay Ridge 
Advocates for Keeping Everybody Safe, 
and argued that the cameras would cure 
the  epidemic of car-pedestrian collisions  
 plaguing the neighborhood  — which has 
killed one woman and hospitalized an-
other in the past month.

“We are not only tired of dodging reck-
less drivers — we are angry that our qual-
ity of life is impacted by the bad behavior 
of others,” said Barbara Cassidy, one of the 
speakers at the demonstration. “Reckless 
driving is a crime and it must be treated 
as such.”

But Golden’s offi ce argued that speed 
cameras can’t be trusted. Aide Ray Riley 
pointed to a recent incident in Baltimore, 
Md. where  one of the devices fi ned a sta-

tionary vehicle , and a case in Ohio where 
a judge banned them in a small town af-
ter they  issued thousands of frivolous 
tickets   — though he said he knew of no 
scientifi c study of the cameras’ accuracy. 
Golden said he wouldn’t even think about 
supporting the devices in New York City 
unless he saw conclusive evidence of their 
effectiveness and precision.

“If we can prove that the technology is 
sound, and document unequivocally that 
it will reduce speeding and fatalities, that 
would provide reason to consider the pos-
sibility of speed camera legislation,” said 
Golden. 

But the pol said he agreed traffi c safety 
is a problem, and repeated his call for the 
city to hire more cops to combat traffi c 
violations.

He also promised to propose a new 
law that would reduce the speed limit to 
20 miles an hour and install new traffi c 
lights, speed bumps, and stop signs near 
New York City schools.

Cassidy rejected Golden’s argument for 
more police, saying that new cops cost too 
much money and don’t put a high priority 
on stopping speeder.

“We would welcome law enforcement 
to curb speeding. It doesn’t exist now,” 

Cassidy said. “But where does he plan to 
get money for more offi cers?”

Golden is a former police offi cer, and 
has long received endorsements and cam-
paign contributions from the Patrolmen’s 
Benevolent Association — the union rep-
resenting uniformed offi cers — which has 
come out against speed cameras.

But the pilot program Golden has op-
posed in the State Senate would only 
bring cameras to a handful of areas near 
schools.

None of the recent accidents in Bay 
Ridge occurred in school zones, and police 
said there was no evidence of speeding in 
the collision that killed a woman crossing 
mid-block near the corner of 86th Street 
and Fourth Avenue on April 2. 

“It looks like it was just an accident,” 
the spokeswoman said.

Bay Ridge Advocates for Keeping Ev-
erybody Safe also supports  another con-
troversial anti-speeding plan  — the city’s 
“re-envisioning” of Fourth Avenue, which 
would pare the thoroughfare down to one 
lane in each direction between 84th Street 
and Ovington Avenue, and raise a con-
crete pedestrian island on the south side 
of the 86th Street and Fourth Avenue in-
tersection.

Activists blast Golden for blocking traffi c light camera plan

ROAD RAGE: Community Board 10 traffi c and transpor-
tation committee member Bob HuDock rallied at state 
Sen. Marty Golden’s offi ce to protest the pol’s opposi-
tion to speed cameras. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Street fi ght in Bay Ridge

order on April 5 to halt 
construction of the tow-
ering toilets that would 
replace the comfort sta-
tion destroyed by Sandy. 
But work was allowed to 
continue after the courts 
denied the condo-owners’ 
request.

“We are very pleased 
the court is allowing this 
vital construction project 
to proceed,” said a Parks 
spokesman.

City contractors have 
been working through the 
night on the project, and 
residents say the Parks 
Department has been hus-
tling to lift the loo before 
the folks at Oceana real-
ized they’d lost their view.

“They’re building at 
night when everyone’s 
asleep,” said Connors. “I 
though it was sneaky, and 
everyone here is talking 
about it.”

Assemblyman Steven 
Cymbrowitz (D–Sheep-
shead Bay) says that the 
nighttime labor has a less 
dubious motive than the 

condo owners suspect, 
citing Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s bathroom-
building deadline.

“The mayor has said 
that he wants all the bath-
rooms redone by May 24, 
and in order to meet that 
deadline the contractors 
are working around the 
clock,” said the Assembly-
man.

Cymbrowitz does con-
cede that the city should 
have done a better job of 
letting the folks at Oceana 
know about the bathroom 
business.

“Yes, there should have 
been greater notification 
that not only were they 
going to be rebuilding the 
bathrooms, but that they 
were going to be so much 
higher than the Board-
walk,” said Cymbrowitz.

Sunday’s protest 
was much smaller than 
planned, due to what 
Oceana resident Boris 
Natkovitch saw as an un-
derhanded ruse by city 
lawyers. At an April 5 
court appearance, city 
lawyers told representa-
tives of Oceana that they 
would be willing to ne-

gotiate on Monday, and 
would postpone work for 
the comfort station until 
later this week — as long 
as board members called 
off Sunday’s rally, which 
they agreed to do.

But then Oceana resi-
dents woke up on Sunday 
morning to see a cluster 
of brand new, 20-foot-tall 
concrete columns stick-
ing out of the construction 
site, prompting a sponta-
neous protest.

“They lied to us,” said 
Natkovitch, whose second 
floor abode in Condo Two 
puts him squat in front 
of the new bathrooms. 
“When everybody woke up 
and saw this column 20-
feet above the ground, they 
spilled into the streets and 
there were some protests.”

But the protest was a 
drop in the bucket com-
pared to Oceana’s full ar-
senal of disgruntled resi-
dents.

The city refuted Natko-
vitch’s version of events, 
however, saying their law-
yers merely told Oceana’s 
representatives that they 
didn’t expect work to prog-
ress until later this week.
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