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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Bay Ridge leaders say 

new police cameras will 
digitally capture crimes 
as they take place — if the 
NYPD would just install 
them. 

Community Board 10 
is calling for at least one 
of the lamppost-mounted 
surveillance tools to go 

up on the  drag of Fifth 
Avenue  between 69th and 
75th streets, and both state 
Sen. Marty Golden (R–Bay 
Ridge) and Councilman 
Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge) have allocated fund-
ing for at least fi ve of the 
video recorders to go up 
in the 68th Precinct, but 
the police department con-

tinues to detain the crime-
busting camcorders — and 
no one knows when they 
will arrive.

CB10 district manager 
Josephine Beckmann said 
that the delayed installation 
is part of a  citywide hold-
up that extends as far as 
the Rockaways , despite the 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Horace Bullard, the Harlem-

born millionaire who bought land 
on Coney Island as if it were 
a Monopoly board with the 
dream of returning the Peo-
ple’s Playground to the glory 
days of his youth, but ended 
up sitting on the properties 
for more than three decades 
as they, too, fell into decay, 
died earlier this month 
of Lou Gehrig’s Dis-
ease at the age of 75.

The would-be sav-
ior of Coney, who 
made his fortune with 
Kansas Fried Chicken 
fast food franchise with 
locations on Surf Avenue 
and on the Boardwalk, bought the 
iconic Shore Theater on Surf and 
Stillwell avenues in the late 1970s, 
which, by that time,  had fallen 
from a Broadway-style venue for 
world-class entertainers to a seedy 
triple-x movie den, and proposed 
converting the structure into an 
Atlantic City-style hotel and casino 
to revive the area. That dream fell 
through when the city refused to 
allow gambling in the area. 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Two new bus lines will 

make it easier to get around 
Williamsburg, according to 
planners — but some neigh-
bors fear the new routes do 
exactly the opposite.

Starting in September, 
the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority launch 
a B32 bus running from 

Broadway at the Williams-
burg Bridge Plaza to Long 
Island City daily, and ex-
tend the B67 bus — which 
currently runs between 
Kensington and Downtown 
— all the way to Division 
Avenue on weekdays.

Offi cials at the MTA 
said the new bus routes will 

Continued on page 12

Continued on page 10Continued on page 6

BY JAIME LUTZ
Any minute now — it’s going to 

happen.
The weather’s going to hit that 

sweet spot between blistering hot 
and unpleasantly chilly. When 
it’s 80 degrees and sunny, there’s 
nothing better than sitting out-
side with a cold beer and a few 
friends without the risk of a ticket 
for consuming alcohol in public. 
Those with backyards can host a 
barbecue, but for those who either 

don’t have the space or simply 
prefer having a restaurant with 
its own backyard do the work for 
us, here are some of our favorite 
places to eat outdoor. With some of 
these spots, tucked behind the res-
taurant and away from the busy 
streets, you’ll forget you’re in the 
largest city in America:

Aurora
The patio of this charming 

Continued on page 6
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EATING OUT: Bartender Edgar Guerrero at Anella, which has a low-key back-
yard with bright colors, shows off a fresh summer meal.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Wheels in motion Ridgites demand eye in sky

Coney’s 
Bullard 

dies at 75

BIG BROTHER: Ridge resi-
dents say their neighbor-
hood needs a police secu-
rity camera to watch over 
sketchy streets. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Our picks for the boro’s 
best outdoor dining spots

FOOD’S 
IN THE 
BACK!
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Four suspects wanted for 

a brutal Marine Park home 
invasion were nabbed by 
police inside a Knapp Street 
parking garage following 
a high-speed pursuit that 
spanned Kings County’s 
southern coast on April 17.

The Belt Parkway chase 
drew dozens of squad cars 
from three precincts, but 
New York’s Finest would 
never have zeroed in on the 
alleged bandits if not for the 
cool-headed actions of a Ma-
rine Park man, who not only 
alerted police, but tailed the 
suspects in his car until cops 
could take up the chase.

“I wanted to keep calm 
and make sure they didn’t 
see me,” said Matt Brown, 
a Marine Park resident and 
hero of the day. 

“So there I was, stopped 
at a red light, when all of sud-
den this woman comes run-
ning into the middle of the 
street, and she’s screaming, 
‘Call the police, they’ve got 
my friends in the house.’ ”

Brown quickly ushered 
the panicked woman into 
his car and was trying to 
calm her down, when he 
noticed three men and a 
woman emerging from a 
nearby home, one of the 
men carrying a pistol, ac-
cording to Brown.

The apparent bandits 
began heading in the other 
direction, so Brown, called 

911, pulled a quick U-turn, 
and began tailing the sus-
pects to their getaway car.

“They didn’t notice me, so 
I followed them,” Brown re-
counted. “Meanwhile, I’m on 
the phone with dispatch and 
I told them where they’re at, 
that the suspects were get-
ting into a green Ford.”

Brown was fi nally able to 
hand off the tail to a passing 
squad car, and the pursuit 
snow-balled down Flatbush 
Avenue and then west along 
the Belt Parkway, as squad 
cars from the 61st, 63rd, and 
69th precincts, as well as 
the highway patrol, joined 
the high-speed chase.

Retired navy photogra-
pher Bernie Schachner was 
near where the chase ended 
inside Knapp Street’s UA 
Theater parking garage.

“They had helicopters 
overhead, circling round 
and round,” said Schachner. 
“When I got up there, there 
were cars coming from ev-
ery direction, all around 
the parking garage.”

The Sheepshead Bay 
navy man even ventured 
inside the parking garage 
where he witnessed the ar-
rest of the four suspects after 
their wheelman crashed.

During the bust, police 
recovered a large sack of 
marijuana inside the purple 
duffl e bag, alongside the vic-
tim’s cash, chain, and a large 
box of Dutch Masters cigars.

BLUNT BUST: Cops collard three men and a woman after a high-
speed pursuit down the Belt Parkway. Photo by Bernie Schachner

Invasion, car 
chase, crash

BY COLIN MIXSON
And the winner is…
The Bay Improvement 

Group honored 10 Brook-
lynites for helping with 
Hurricane Sandy relief ef-
forts at its annual Oscars 
award dinner at Il For-
netto on April 18. 

President Steve Barri-
son said the honorees went 
above and beyond the call 
of duty as he lauded them 
with trophies.

“We usually give out 
three to fi ve awards during 
the Oscars, but this year 
we gave out no less than 
ten,” said a beaming Bar-
rison. “They’re all differ-
ent, everyone did different 
things, but each of them 
gave it everything they had 
to help people after the hur-
ricane.”

Anthony Testaverde 
humbly accepted the fi rst-
ever Bay Improvement 
Group Medal of Honor for 
his efforts in Gerritsen 
Beach and Sheepshead 
Bay, where he got his hands 
dirty picking through the 
debris and working with 
state Sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge) and fi rst re-
sponders to make sure that 
everyone survived the or-
deal.

“I’ll never forget that 

night, the look on people’s 
faces as they were being 
brought out,” said Tes-
taverde. “I accepted it for 
all the people who were out 
there putting their backs to 
it, and especially the people 
who live in those communi-
ties.”

Chaim Deutsch ac-
cepted an Oscar on behalf 

of the Flatbush Shomrim, 
a neighborhood watch 
group he founded, whose 
members toted groceries 
to elderly tenants trapped 
up 20-fl ights of stairs, and 
cleared fallen trees off 
roadways to allow emer-
gency vehicles easier ac-
cess.

Other honorees in-

cluded Missy Haggerty, 
Bill Goeller, Michael 
Taylor, 61st Precinct Ser-
geants Robert Riviello and 
Sal Carola, Bay Improve-
ment Group executive di-
rector Laura Mckenna, 
and FDNY Lieutenant 
Edward Gonzalez of Lad-
der 161 in Coney Island 
for giving their all to help 
Brooklynites recover from 
the deadly nor’easter.

Borough President 
Markowitz surprised Bar-
rison with a tall honor 
of his own — the coveted 
Brooklyn Bridge Award.

“It is the highest honor I 
can give to a Brooklynite,” 
said Markowitz. “For over 
thirty years, Steven Bar-
rison has been a tireless 
advocate for south Brook-
lyn, he has put his beloved 
community before even 
himself.”

Special guest, John 
Travolta look-alike Phil 
Francavilla — decked out 
in a classic, white leisure 
suit — took guests down 
memory lane with a hom-
age to the 1980s that had 
guests cutting the rug.

“He was pretty good, 
he was very good,” said a 
chuckling Testaverde. “I 
took a picture with him, 
that’s how good he was.”

Sandy volunteers saluted

FLASHBACK DANCE: The Bay Improvement Group enlisted the 
help of John-Travolta-look-a-like Phil Francavilla to inspire some 
Saturday Night Fever in the Thursday night award ceremony. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

police department having received 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
funding intended to bring security 
cameras to crime-affl icted areas. 
Beckmann said that the NYPD’s 
camera shyness made no sense since 
the department has already received 
the necessary fi nancing. 

“If the council member and the 
state senator have allocated money 
for the district, then cameras should 
come to the district,” said Beckmann. 

Members of the board, sick of the 
brazen drug trade on the commercial 
corridor, argued that the security cam-
eras would let cops keep a permanent 
eye on the avenue to pick out offenders.

“We would know who has the drugs 
if we had the cameras,” said June 
Johnson, who recalled seeing several 
young men unabashedly crushing 
and snorting pills in public. “Every-
body knows about it, but what’s being 
done?”

Board member Sandy Vallas — 
whose real estate agency sits just off 

Fifth Avenue, and is a member of the 
local business improvement district 
— said new enforcement measures 
are necessary to preserve the neigh-
borhood as a low-crime haven for the 
middle-class.

“I want to keep Bay Ridge the way 
it is — a good safe neighborhood — 
but what I’m seeing is troubling,” 
said Vallas.Residents of the blocks 
just off Fifth Avenue —  particularly on 
72nd and 73rd streets  — have long com-
plained of fl agrant drug-dealing on 
their streets and of police inaction. The 
area marked for surveillance is home 
to a growing Arabic community, some 
of whom backed efforts to form a civil-
ian patrol to ward off the dealers. 

CB10 voted at its April 15 meet-
ing to put pressure on the NYPD by 
forming a subcommittee to confer-
ence with the 68th Precinct and advo-
cate for cameras on Fifth Avenue and 
other hot spots of seedy activity.

An aide to Gentile confi rmed that 
the pol had given New York’s Finest 
money for the cameras and that he 
is pushing for them to be installed 
along the corridor, but had gotten no 
response from the police. 

Golden spokesman John Quaglione 
didn’t have an offi cial date either, but 
promised that fed-up Ridgites won’t 
have to wait much longer.

“We are very close to an offi cial 
announcement on the security cam-
eras,” said Quaglione.

A police spokeswoman told this 
paper that the department only got 
the necessary permit to install the 
cameras from the mayor’s offi ce on 
April 12, and that it would be look-
ing for a location on Fifth Avenue in 
the coming months. But she pointed 
out that the NYPD would only install 
a surveillance device if it could fi nd 
a fi rm base — like a lamppost — to 
mount one on that also provided an 
uninterrupted view down the thor-
oughfare. And even if it discovers 
such a spot, she said she could not 
give a time frame for when the cam-
corder would go in — despite top cop 
 Ray Kelly’s call for more video over-
sight in the aftermath of the April 15 
Boston Marathon bombings .

“All I can say is we will be work-
ing as quickly impossible to get 
the cameras installed,” the spokes-
woman said.

Continued from cover

Big Brother
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But Bullard’s grand-
est vision — and greatest 
disappointment — was 
his 1985  plan to recre-
ate the legendary Stee-
plechase Park  as a $55 
million, 17-acre, 75 ride 
wonderland. Bullard 
had already acquired 
much of the property 
he would need,  includ-
ing the famed Thunder-
bolt roller coaster and 
the Playland Arcade , 
but the biggest parcel 
belonged to the Parks 
Department and would 
require city permission 
to build.

Then-Mayor Ed Koch 
granted the permits, 
but Bullard’s fi nanciers 
pulled out in the midst 
of the late-’80s economic 
crisis. Bullard struggled 
to secure new backers, 
and claimed that he had 
succeeded, but by that 
time Mayor Rudy Giu-
liani was set on bring 
minor league baseball to 
the plot at W. 16th Street 
and Surf Avenue, and 
Bullard’s dream died for 
good.

To add insult to in-
jury, Giuliani ordered 
the pre-dawn demolition 
of the Thunderbolt, a 
move a federal court later 
declared illegal. A heart-
broken Bullard received 
just $1 in damages.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2013 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
It was a time when a 

baker thought nothing of 
adding a scoop of lard to 
his dough to enhance the 
fl avor. It was a time when 
Sbarro’s was a true pizzeria 
at the corner of 65th Street 
and 17th Avenue that pur-
chased fresh ingredients 
from nearby merchants. 

It was a time when re-
frigerators were unheard 
of, and you waited till the 
ice truck delivered the day’s 
block of ice to put the meat 
on display in the window. It 
was a time when milk came 
in a bottle, and that bottle 
came in a wagon, and that 
wagon was pulled by horse, 
and that horse got shoed in 
a blacksmith’s shop up the 
street, and that street had 
yet to be paved.

It was Gus Cangiano’s 
time.

Back then, the neigh-
borhood pork store was 
the heart of the commu-
nity, where people lined 
up around the block in the 
cool, gray morning waiting 
to buy their groceries.

“It was the biggest kick 
in the world when you woke 
up in the morning and went 
to the store and there was all 
those people trying to get in, 
like it was something spe-
cial,” said Cangiano, who 
turns 80 next week. “I knew 
all the neighbors there.”

Gus — known and loved 
by three generations of 
Brooklynites as the man be-
hind the counter of the orig-
inal Cangiano’s on 14th Av-
enue between 65th and 66th 
streets — recalled the van-
ished Bensonhurst where 
he grew up, where the ave-
nues were yet to be paved.

“I was 10, 11, 12 years 
old by the time they fi nally 
tarred all the streets,” Can-

giano recalled. “It was all 
dirt roads before that.”

Cangiano’s parents Anna 
and Pasquale were born 
in Naples, and were true 
American dreamers. Jos-
tling through Ellis Island 
along with countless num-
bers of their countrymen, 
the pair opened the 14th 
Avenue market in 1919 and 
immediately began turning 
out the fi nest meats, breads, 
and cheeses in the borough. 
The couple had fi ve sons and 
two daughters, and opened 
a second store on 11th Av-
enue, then another on Av-
enue U. Everything seemed 
possible — then tragedy hit. 
A brain hemorrhage struck 
Pasquale down at the age of 

44. Gus, the middle child, 
was only four.

But the dream survived. 
The widowed Anna — “the 
greatest woman in the 
world” in Gus’s words — 
reared her children alone, in 
the 14th Avenue store, where 
Gus and his siblings helped 
however they could. When 
he wasn’t behind the coun-
ter, Gus shined shoes on the 
subway for extra money.

The stores thrived — at 
their prime, there were fi ve 
locations bearing the family 
name. Even in the lean years 
of the Great Depression and 
World War II, Cangiano’s 
churned out sausage for 
hungry customers Though 
meat was scarce, Anna Can-

giano got it for her custom-
ers through channels that 
caught the interest of govern-
ment inspectors. But when 
they came around to inves-
tigate, they backed down the 
second they saw the service 
banner with three stars on it 
in the window.

“The inspector would 
say, ‘three of your boys are 
in the army?’ And she would 
say ‘yes,’ and he would say 
‘alright,’ and leave,” Can-
giano remembered.

Gus Cangiano followed 
his older brothers into ser-
vice, and after 18 years he 
returned to work in the 14th 

Avenue store, and raised 
his own family of fi ve chil-
dren, working 16 hours a 
day, seven days a week. 

Time passed. And times 
changed. 

The old neighborhood 
changed too, as his Italian-
American clientele moved 
out replaced by immigrants 
from other nations.

“I didn’t recognize any-
body anymore,” Cangiano 
said. “Every day it was, ‘they 
left, they died, they moved.

“I miss those times,” he 
said. “I still miss getting up 
and going down there, and 
seeing so many friends.”

At 80, iconic prime pork purveyor Gus Cangiano recalls days gone by
MOZZARELLA MEMORIES

HEARTBREAKER: (Above) Gus Cangiano back in the day. The pro-
sciutto patriarch turns 80 this week. (Right) The Bay Ridge outpost 
of a Italian grocery empire that sprawled from Gravesend to Staten 
Island. It closed last year. 
 Top courtesy of Laura Cangiano; Right, Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Continued from cover

Bullard

TORN DOWN: Horace Bul-
lard dreamed of rebuilding 
Steeplechase Park on this 
site in Coney Island, where 
his Thunderbolt Roller 
Coaster was demolished by 
the city in 2000.
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  Call us at   1.800.385.0422
Or donate on line at

MatchingDonors.com

•  We will accept any
    auto - running or not.

•  100% tax deductible.

•   MatchingDonors.com
    is a 501C3 nonprofit 
    organization.
 
•   100% of the proceeds
     will go to help saving 
     the lives of people 
     needing organ
     transplants.

Donate Your Car, Boat, RV or Real Estate
Your don’t have to donate a kidney to save a life.BY NATHAN TEMPEY 

For one Southern 
Brooklyn neighborhood, 
Superstorm Sandy may 
have a silver lining.

After more than fi ve 
years of feuding, and nu-
merous failed attempt at 
peace talks, the devastat-
ing storm could be the 
only force capable of fi -
nally pushing the Hatfi elds 
and McCoys of Manhattan 
Beach civic associations to 
bury the hatchet.

At an historic summit 
on April 17, the president 
of the Manhattan Beach 
Community Group, Ira Zal-
cman, surprised members 
with a proposal to welcome 
the splinter Manhattan 
Beach Neighborhood Asso-
ciation back into the fold.

“In a post-Hurricane 
Sandy world, things are 
different. The water com-
ing down the street didn’t 
discriminate,” Zalcman 
told the crowd at PS 195. 
“We would be much better 
off with one voice.”  

Long-standing grudges 
don’t go away quietly, 
though — it reared its head 
even as Zalcman was mak-
ing his peace offering.

“That’s right, and we 
need to get rid of you,” 
shouted Neighborhood 
Association member Ed 
Eisenberg, interrupting 
Zalcman as he laid out his 
reconciliation plan. “No 
wonder people are leaving 
for the other group!”

Manhattan Beach has 
had the luxury of two civic 
associations ever since Zal-
cman’s victory in the Com-
munity Group’s disputed 
2007 presidential election. 
The spat prompted mem-
bers to leave the group en 
masse and form the rival 
Neighborhood Association 
— which promptly sued 
Zalcman. 

The years since have 
seen the two groups bicker 
constantly as they vied for 
the attention of elected of-
fi cials, and butted heads 
on everything from zoning 
to sprucing up a local dog 
park. A mediation attempt 
by Assemblyman Steven 
Cymbrowitz (D–Manhat-
tan Beach) fi zzled when 
Zalcman’s group refused to 
come to the table.

The Community Group 
even changed its bylaws 
to prevent defecting mem-
bers from rejoining and 
standing for leadership po-
sitions, requiring new join-
ers to pay dues for three 
years before they can be 
elected as directors of the 
group.

Zalcman’s landmark 
peace proposal would 
shorten that wait to a year 
or less — if the bylaws com-
mittee signs off.

“Mr. Zalcman and I both 
agreed that we need to join 
together,” Neighborhood 
Association spokesman 
Edmond Dweck said in a 
statement that would have 
been unthinkable a year 
ago. “We’ve seen our back-
yards literally stomped 
on by Mother Nature and 
we’ve seen it as a sign.”

But according to Dweck, 
it’s going to take more 
than reopening the door to 
bring back members of the 
breakaway organization, 
some of whom held leader-
ship positions in the Com-
munity Group before the 
schism. They want their 
old seats at the table.

“There are other issues 
that need to be addressed,” 
said Dweck explaining 
that the bylaws would still 
keep rejoiners from having 
real power in the group’s 
leadership. “It’s not just 
becoming [director], it’s 
becoming chairman of a 
committee.”

Neighborhood offi cials 
say that, whatever it takes, 
a cease fi re is long overdue.

“I’ve tried to tell both 
groups that one voice 
speaks the loudest,” said 
Community Board 15 chair-
woman and City Council 
candidate Theresa Scavo. 
“Both groups need to sit at 
a table without other peo-
ple in the room.”

Citing bureaucratic 
rules, both sides put the ear-
liest possible start for a peace 
accord in December, making 
the Manhattan Beach fi ght a 
longer-running confl ict than 
World War II.

Sandy leads rival civics to make peace

STORMY RELATIONSHIP: Ira Zalcman, left, and Edmond Dweck are 
leaders of rival Marine Park civic groups that have been fi ghting 
for fi ve years, but Hurricane Sandy made them rethink their feud. 
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How can 155, 886 
households in 

Brooklyn help your 
business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper and Caribbean 
Life, have been an important part of the Brooklyn advertising land-
scape for decades. Our weekly newspapers let you target a specific 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with your advertising 
message. And with the borough’s largest household coverage, that’s a 
lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s Queens, Bronx 
and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional who can help 
you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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The only
thing

missing
from this
picture,
is you.

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

Air & Land PackagesMotorcoach Tours & Charters

Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 250 tours to choose from

 Cape May, Philadelphia & Newport

 Penn Dutch Amish Tour

 Maine, New Hampshire & Vermont

 Montreal, Quebec, Niagara Falls,

   1000 Islands, Ottawa & Toronto

 Finger Lakes, Cooperstown

 Cape Cod & Martha’s Vineyard

 Lobster & Crab Feasts

 Lake George, West Point, Buffalo

 Baltimore, Chicago, Cleveland

 Casinos, Theatres & Shopping

 Sight & Sound Theatres

 Gettysburg, Montauk, Boston

L & M Tours
6812 3rd Ave Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
www.lmtours.net
info@lmtours.net

Need A Getaway?

CALL FOR
FREE
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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
A rooftop collection of 

tin cans and buckets above a 
run-down Park Slope home 
is a hazard to passersby on 
the ground, worried neigh-
bors claim. 

The landmarked First 
Street rowhouse has been 
a trash-ridden eyesore for 
years, but only recently did 
neighbors get wind of the 
peculiar open-air stash af-
ter cans and other debris 
blew into their backyards. 

“This is dangerous,” 
said next-door neighbor 
Rosemary Spano, who re-
cently found her backyard 
and patio between Seventh 
and Eighth avenues littered 
with canisters. “I’m con-
cerned that I’ll be walking 
by or my children will be 
walking by and we’ll get hit 
on the head.” 

A reporter for this news-
paper got access to a neigh-
boring roof and saw a clut-
tered expanse completely 
covered with more than 100 
large, rusted cans, empty 
planters, pails, crates, a 
laundry basket, a pet car-
rier, and other loose scraps, 
and a skylight with a miss-
ing a windowpane.

Neighbors say the owner 
of the more-than-century-
old building — who did 

not respond to multiple at-
tempted door-knockings — 
uses a long string and a bag 
dangling between the roof 
and the trash-strewn stoop 
as a crude pulley system to 
haul cans upward.

But it’s cans coming 
down that neighbors are 
worried about — especially 
with students from PS 321 
running up and down the 
street each day.

“This is school block,” 
said Marla Kessler, who 
lives across the street. “Ev-
ery kid walks up this block 
and anything that would 
potentially hurt someone is 
worrisome.”

Residents not only fear 
for their safety, but also the 
safety of the resident who 
has rightfully owned the 
vine-covered building since 
1992, according to the De-
partment of Finance. 

“I have no idea what she 
uses (the cans) for,” said 
Spano, who worries the 
cluttered roof could make it 
hard for fi refi ghters in the 
event of a blaze, and fears 
for the resident’s well-be-
ing. “If we understood why 
she has the cans up there 
then maybe that problem 
could be addressed.”

The resident, who lives 
in the building alone ac-

cording to neighbors, has 
an open case with Adult 
Protective Services, which 
is a “state-mandated case 
management program that 
arranges for services and 
support for physically and/
or mentally impaired adults 
who are at risk or harm.” 

The dweller’s caseworker 
could not be reached for 
comment as of press time. 

The house has no build-
ing violations, according 
to the Department of Build-
ings website, and the De-
partment of Health and 
Mental Hygiene has not 
received any complaints 
about the residence, said an 
agency spokeswoman. 

The house, in its current 
condition, is something 
even the Landmark’s Pres-
ervation Commission has 
no control over. 

“Improving the condi-
tion of the building wouldn’t 
fall under our jurisdiction 
because it doesn’t appear to 
be in danger of falling down 
or appear to be structurally 
damaged in any way,” said 
Landmarks spokeswoman 
Lisi De Bourbon. “We would 
only get involved when the 
structural integrity and 
architectural integrity is 
comprised or potentially 
threatened by neglect.”

HOUSE OF CANS: This Park Slope home on First Street between Seventh and Eighth avenues is full of 
more than 100 loose cans, bins, and pales holding standing water that neighbors say is a danger to 
people if a gust of wind rolls through.  Community Newspaper Group / Natalie Musumeci

NO ‘CAN’ DO!
Slopers worried about container-covered roof
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Council Speaker Chris-

tine Quinn has won Bor-
ough President Markowitz’s 
support with her experi-
ence, her assistance during 
Sandy — and her womanly 
charms.

“It’s about time we had 
a woman for mayor!” the 
term-limited Markowitz 
said, standing beside Quinn 
on the steps of Borough Hall 
on April 18.

Markowitz also praised 
the speaker — currently the 
front-runner in the crop of 
Democratic contenders — 
for her years of experience 
in city government and her 
assistance to Brooklyn in 
the aftermath of Hurricane 
Sandy.

“Even though you were 
born in Long Island and you 
sleep in Manhattan, it’s clear 
you have the true Brooklyn 
attitude,” said Markowitz. 
“It’s Quinn it to win it!”

But when pressed, 
Markowitz admitted he 
thought Gracie Mansion 
could use a woman’s touch.

“Women bring a cer-
tain sensitivity to politics, 
especially where families 
are concerned,” the Beep 
said, noting that he repre-
sents many members of the 
fairer sex. 

“Over half of Brooklyn 
is women, so why not?”

But Marty did have one 
misgiving: his own depar-

ture from offi ce.
“My only regret is that 

when you’re mayor, I won’t 
be borough president,” 
said Markowitz, who was 
able to run for a third term 
because of a controver-
sial bill Quinn and Mayor 
Bloomberg pushed through 
City Hall. 

Quinn, for her part, 
hinted there might be a 

place for Marty in her ad-
ministration.

“Don’t think you’re go-
ing to have much time in 
retirement, because the 
mayor is going to need a 
Brooklyn volunteer,” said 
Quinn. 

The candidate also 
promised to pay close at-
tention to the borough’s 
issues once elected — espe-

cially the revitalization of 
the Sunset Park dockyards 
and the potential medical 
crisis that could follow the 
state’s decision to  close of 
Long Island College Hos-
pital .

“Whether we can save 
that hospital or not, we need 
a plan for how to provide 
healthcare to Brooklyn,” 
the speaker said. 

BY JAIME LUTZ
Republican John Catsi-

matidis wants to become 
New York City’s next bil-
lionaire mayor, and he 
laid out his plans for the 
city — and Brooklyn — 
during a meet-and-greet 
last week at a $95-million 
apartment in Manhat-
tan overlooking Central 
Park.

Catsimatidis, who 
earned his fortune as the 
owner of the Gristedes su-
permarket chain, said he 
would be tough on crime 
and even tougher on bike 
lanes.

“I hate those bike 
lanes!” he answered when 
asked how soon after he 
took offi ce the lines in the 
street would be removed. 
“They’d be gone as soon 
as possible.”

He moved to crime 
from there, claiming the 
Catsimatidis Administra-
tion would never let the 
city fall back to the bad 
old days of the 1970s and 
1980s, when New York 
was known more for its 
dangerous subways, mug-
gings in parks, and the 
crack epidemic than its 

world-class restaurants, 
hotels, and tourist attrac-
tions.

“We never, ever, ever 
want to give the streets 
back to the hoodlums,” he 
said.

Another person asked 
him about the growing 
homeless population in 
the city — including  an 
uptick in Brooklyn .

“There’s such a great 
deal for the homeless 
here,” Catsimatidis said. 
“The homeless get on 
buses to come here for all 
the food they can eat.” He 
suggested making a re-
striction that the home-
less need to live in New 
York for three months be-
fore they can get care.

The supermarket mag-
nate’s plans also include 
bringing a World’s Fair 
back to the city in 2015 
or 2016, creating a tech 
hub in Manhattan from 
the World Trade Center 
to Madison Square Gar-
den, and bringing down 
housing prices by allow-
ing developers to increase 
the number of apartments 
they can build near sub-
ways stops.

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Protesters slammed Assemblyman 

Vito Lopez at a fund-raiser for his pos-
sible council run, claiming the fact 
Albany legislators have  punished the 
powerful pol for sexual harassment  is 
reason enough to keep him out of city 
politics.

The longtime Lopez critics at the 
New Kings Democrats and the politi-
cian’s new foes at the National Organi-
zation for Women chanted slogans in-
cluding “Vito: scum, Lopez: bum” and 
“put him in jail, not the city council” 
outside of Giando on the Water, where 
former Brooklyn party boss held his 
fi rst gathering for potential donors for 
his rumored run. 

Activists booed guests as they walked 
down the long driveway to the banquet 
hall until police put up barricades to 
separate protesters from patrons.

Lopez is eying the council seat af-
ter a state ethics panel stripped him 
of all of the perks of Albany seniority 
for breaking state harassment rules by 
groping, attempting to kiss, and engag-
ing in sexually charged discussions 
with employees. The Staten Island Dis-
trict Attorney is investigating the pol’s 
behavior to determine whether or not 
he violated criminal laws. 

The Assemblyman did not con-
front the demonstrators, but released 
a written statement that stresses the 
fact he has not yet decided whether or 

not he will run for council, and paints 
the protest — which was led by long-
time Lopez foe and former Williams-
burg Democratic district leader Lin-
coln Restler — as driven by politics, 
not morals.

“One must wonder why all this ef-
fort, energy and resources is being 
utilized to stop an election challenge 
and not allow a discussion on impor-
tant issues vital to the 34th council 
district,” Lopez said.

If he runs, the former Dem boss’s 
biggest rival will be  council hopeful 
Antonio Reynoso , a protege of Coun-
cilwoman Diana Reyna (D–Williams-
burg) —  who is no ally to Lopez her-
self . 

Markowitz backs Christine for mayor at Borough Hall

YOU GOTTA LOVE THIS TOWN: Mayoral candidate John Catsi-
matidis holds a meet-and-greet at a $95-million apartment in 
Manhattan’s Sherry-Netherland Hotel. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

GIRL POWER: Borough President Markowitz says Brooklynites should give the keys to Gracie Mansion 
to City Council Speaker Christine Quinn. Community Newspaper Group / Will Bredderman

Protesters blast Vito fund-raiser

Beep toots Quinn’s horn

‘Cats’ makes 
his pitch for a 

better New York
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Virtual Surgery means 

 of Brooklyn & Long Island
FREE consultation including 

Cutting edge 3D Cone Beam 

CT technology.  

Call & schedule this week to qualify 
for limited time promotion.

1636 E 14 Street Suite 123

Brooklyn, NY 11229

76 Spruce Street 

Cedarhurst, NY 11516

P: 718.376.9600 F: 718.376.4204

Implants 
starting at 
$120/mo

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Are you ready to rrrrru-

uumble?
The crowd at Our Lady of 

Guadalupe sure was on April 
20, when the crew from East 
Coast Professional Wres-
tling roared into town for a 
sweaty, testosterone-soaked, 
no-holds barred smackdown 
at the 72nd Street school.

Kids and their parents 
screamed extra loudly for 
Tony “Brooklyn Bulldog” 

Biella, a Bensonhurst boy 
turned ring pro, who shook 
hands with kids and let them 
hold his Five Boros champi-
onship belt.

“It’s great, he’s a neigh-
borhood guy, and he’s a local 
champion, and people love” 
said event organizer Gary 
Cassiliano, president of the 
school’s youth program.

Kids also got to to go into 
the ring to meet the other 
wrestlers and pull tickets 

from the night’s 50/50 raffl e 
— the best thing about the 
event, according to Cassil-
iano.

“The kids really get to be 
part of the show. That’s why 
we have it. It’s not something 
that’s behind barricades. It’s 
completely interactive,” the 
parent and parish member 
said.

Proceeds from the 400 
ticket sales went to a great 
cause — repairing and 

maintaining the 105-year-
old church, an architectural 
marvel.

Cassiliano said he can-
not wait for the next wres-
tling event in October, when 
Biella will take on his men-
tor and trainer — and fellow 
Bensonhurst native — Gino 
Caruso.

“It’s going to be really 
exciting, two neighborhood 
guys going at it,” said Cassil-
iano. 

FANBOY: Brooklyn-born wrestler Tony Biella autographs a photo 
for Greg Gallo after matches that featured (center) out-of-ring ex-
citement and (right) sledgehammers. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Wrestlers’ bash in Bensonhurst
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GROCERY DEPT. DAIRY DEPT. FROZEN DEPT. HOME COOKED DINNERS

PRODUCE DEPARTMENT DELI DEPARTMENTFISH DEPT.

$199

2/$300

5/$100

2/$300

SilverStarsGourmetCatering.com   

APPLE & EVE  
CRANBERRY JUICE
64 OZ.

WISHBONE 
SALAD DRESSING
16 OZ.

POLAND SPRING

WATER

KELLOGG’S
RICE KRISPIES 
RAISIN BRAN 13.7 OZ.

GRILLED 
SALMON

SWISS MISS 

PUDDING 
6 PACK

ORANGE JUICE 

ALEXIA
FRENCH FRIES, BITES 
& POTATOES 8-28 OZ.

FAGE

GREEK YOGURT 
5.3-7 OZ.

WHIPPED BUTTER 

VEGETABLES
EGGO
WAFFLES
FRIENDLY’S
ICE CREAM
48 OZ.

PASTA AND
MEAT SAUCE
ORZO PEAS
& MUSHROOMS
BAKED
ZITI

$349

$499

$449

$379

$299

3/$200

$299

$199

2/$500

2/$900

2/$500
99¢

$199

2/$300

2/$500 $999

$499
LB.

LB.

LB.

LB.

ALEX’S BRAND ALEX’S BRAND ALEX’S BRAND ALEX’S BRAND
TOURIST 
SALAMI
POLTAVSKAYA 
SALAMI
KARPATSKAYA 
SALAMI

$449
LB.

$449
LB.

$499
LB.

FRENCH CERVELAT
SALAMI
ESTONSKAYA
SALAMI
PITERSKAYA
SALAMI

$479
LB.

$399
LB.

$399
LB.

CANADIAN STYLE
BACON

BOLOGNA

MORTADELLA

$479
LB.

$249
LB.

$249
LB.

MOSKOVSKAYA
SALAMI
BERLINSKAYA
SALAMI
MOLDAVSKAYA 
KIELBASY

$329
LB.

$429
LB.

$399
LB.

SHRIMP SALE
COLOSSAL (13-15) ...............21.99
JUMBO (16-20) .....................18.99
EX LARGE (31-40) .................14.99
COOKED TAIL ON (31-40) ...16.99
ALL PRICES ARE FOR 2 LB. BAGS

We Gladly Accept 
EBT & WIC

$299
LB.

$129
LB.

Sale Dates: Friday Apr. 26th –Thursday May 2nd, 2013
Open: Monday– Saturday 8am – 7 pm, Sunday 8am – 5 pm

SilverStarQualityMeats.com   FREE DELIVERY ON STORE ORDERS!

FREE PARKING

IDAHO
POTATOES

5 LB. BAG

FARM FRESH 
RED PEPPERS SWISS 

CHEESE

JARLSBERG 
CHEESE

PROVOLONE 
CHEESE

CORNED 
BEEF OR 

PASTRAMI

HARD
SALAMI
AND

CHEESE

BOLOGNA OR 
LIVERWURST

GOLDEN
PINEAPPLES

CALIFORNIA 
NAVEL 

ORANGES

FRESH
LITTLE NECK 
CLAMS

2 DOZEN FOR

$799

FRESH
BAY 

SCALLOPS

$499

99¢
LB.

LB.

BOAR’S HEAD #1 IN COLD CUTS

HEBREW NATIONAL FRESH CUT

BOAR’S HEAD

SILVER STAR COMBO - 1/2 LB. EACH

$599
LB.

$599
LB.

$549
LB.

$349
1/4 LB.

LB.

WHOLE BONELESS
PORK LOIN

FRESH LEAN - WHOLE

LEGS OF 
LAMB

3838 Nostrand Avenue             718-934-8520       FAX # 718-332-4620(Between 
Ave. Y & Z)

$299
LB.

$199
LB.

LONDON 
BROIL

CORNISH 
HENS

$189
EA.

PORK CHOP 
COMBO
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BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s a dog eat dog world
A pit bull belonging to a 

81-year-old man broke away from 
his elderly owner and attacked an-
other dog in Marine Park, severely 
injuring the hapless canine.

The victim’s owner told police 
that she was on Fillmore Avenue 
near E. 31st Street at 12:52 pm, 
when the wayward pit bull tore 

into her German shepherd, caus-
ing severe injuries, according to 
police.

At one point, a police offi cer 
fi red on the renegade hound, al-
though no human or animal was 
struck by the round.

Both animals were removed to 
area animal clinics for treatment, 
and no charges have been fi led at 
this time, according to police.

CAN’T TEACH AN OLD DOG NEW TRICKS: A pit bull broke away from his 81-year-
old master, pictured here talking to police, when it attacked a german shepherd 
in Marine Park. Photo by Paul Martinka

Dog bites … dog

BY COLIN MIXSON
Count your blessings, and 

then check your wallet.
A nasty band of scam artists 

called the Blessing Gang is pray-
ing upon the superstitions par-
ticular to elderly Chinese immi-
grants with a crafty con straight 
out of Hong Kong. 

“They’re the Blessing Gang, 
they’re from China and Hong 
Kong, and they’re well trained,” 
said Dr. Tim Law, a member of 
both the Community Education 
Council and a Chinese immi-
grant. “They prey on the people 
they see as weak and who can be 
easily taken advantage of.”

The scam typically involves 
three female con artists who 
prey on elderly, Cantonese or 
Mandarin-speaking women.

The fi rst crook will strike up 
a conversation with the trio’s 
mark and make inquiries re-
garding the victim’s family — 
all the while, the con artist has 
a cellphone tucked in her pocket 
that’s dialed into schemer num-
ber two.

Shortly afterwards, the 
second scam artist will show 
up out of the blue, warning the 
mark about some impending 
tragedy that’s about to strike a 
particular member of her fam-
ily — whose name she knows, 
thanks to that cellphone in 
her partner’s pocket — and 
that the only way to avoid this 
terrible calamity, she’ll say, is 
through a singular blessing, 
cast over all the victim’s valu-
ables.

“She’ll come up and say 
things about her family and [the 
victim] will say, ‘Oh you have 
super powers, I believe you, 
so, I’ll go home and take all my 
money,’ ” explained Law.

The second scammer will 
lead the victim — who has gone 
home and collected her jewelry 
and cash in a special bag — to the 
third con who will “bless” the 
bag of valuables. The supposed 
priest then warns the mark not 
to open the bag for a week, lest 
the evil spirits fi nd an opening 
and return.

Little does the victim know, 
her bag of valuables has been 
switched with a bag fi lled with 
old newspaper.

Now, Law is trying to warn 
people in his community to 
beware of these shameless 
crooks, and he’s enlisted the 
help of Assemblyman Wil-
liam Colton (D–Bensonhurst) 
and 48th district City Council 
candidate Chaim Deutsch to 
spread the word.

Unfortunately, some hapless 
Brooklynites have already been 
ruined by these conniving con-
women, according to Colton.

“I’ve been told of people los-
ing $16,000 this way,” the as-
semblyman explained. “Jewelry 
with sentimental value, cash, 
and very often they don’t open 
the bag until it’s too late.”

Deutsch co-hosted a seminar 
with District Attorney Charles 
Hynes on April 18, where they 
warned community members 
about the scam and provided 
some tips on how to avoid the 
Blessing Gang.

‘Swap’ scammers prey on elderly Chinese

Bag blessing a curse

Italian spot is covered with 
vines and plants in summer 
— perfect for a sunny brunch 
or a romantic dinner. On a 
warm spring day, the fettuc-
cine with gaeta olives, ricotta 
salata, and lamb meatballs 
sounds divine.

[70 Grand St., between 
Wythe and Kent avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 388–5100, 
www.auroraristorante.com]

Anella
If you can look up from 

Anella’s incredible French 
toast — it’s the stuff a break-
fast lover’s dreams are made 
of — diners will notice a 
sunny patio. Bordered by a 
garden containing some of the 
produce, it’s a dreamy brunch 
spot — especially with a spicy 
Bloody Mary or two. 

[222 Franklin St., between 
Freeman and Green streets 
in Greenpoint, (718) 389–8102, 
www.anellabrooklyn.com]

Frankies 457
There’s a reason for call-

ing outdoor eating “al fresco.” 
Frankie’s is another Italian 

restaurant with a great back-
yard. The food is the star here, 
from creatively stuffed ravi-
oli to the best meatballs in the 
entire world. The backyard 
is fl ush with produce, rustic 
and incredibly romantic, es-
pecially by candlelight.

[457 Court St., between 
Fourth Place and Luquer 
Street in Carroll Gar-
dens, (718) 402–0033, www.
frankiesspuntino.com]

Sea Witch

This nautical take on the 
gastropub comes alive in the 
back garden, where real fi sh 
swim in a pebbled pond under 
a footbridge. That the serv-
ers are unpretentious and the 
food is delicious — and cheap 
— is icing on the cake.

[705 Fifth Ave., between 
21st and 22nd streets in South 
Slope, (347) 923–9322]

Pok Pok
The trendiest restaurant 

on this list has a truly atmo-
spheric backyard — a casual 
street-food-in-Thailand feel to 
match the food. Get the sticky 
rice for dessert and pretend 
you’re far, far away from 
Brooklyn for a little bit.

[127 Columbia St., between 
Kane and Irving streets in the 

Columbia Street Waterfront 
District, (718) 923–9322, pok-
pokny.com]

Do or Dine
This backyard, con-

versely, never lets you forget 
where you’re eating. The re-
sult maybe the most idiosyn-
cratic backyard on this list, 
decorated with street art and 
eclectic old furniture (not to 
be outdone, the bathrooms 
ask diners to add graffi ti). 
They have foie gras dough-
nuts, also. Just saying.

[1108 Bedford Ave., be-
tween Gates and Lexington 
avenues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 623–7200, pok-
pokny.com]

The Farm on 
Adderley

Ditmas Park is getting re-
ally hip all of a sudden — ex-
hibit A, The Farm on Adder-
ley’s Fava Bean Crostini. The 
best evening here, however, 
involves a simple burger and 
a spot in the restaurant’s bu-
colic backyard.

[1108 Cortelyou Rd., be-
tween Stratford and West-
minster roads in Ditmas 
Park, (718) 287–3101, thefar-
monadderley.com]

Continued from cover

Backyard
lessen the load on the booming neigh-
borhood’s overburdened transit lines, 
which are crammed with new resi-
dents as well as straphangers who lost 
bus service after budget cuts in 2010.

“We had this opportunity to pro-
vide service to areas in Brooklyn that 
have grown a great deal,” said Sarah 
Wyss, director of short-range bus ser-
vice planning at the MTA. 

But that growth has caused traf-
fi c, and big buses will only cause more 
blockage to the neighborhood’s jam-
packed roadways, said Williamsburg 
activist Stephanie Eisenberg.

“Wythe Avenue is already bumper-
to-bumper,” Eisenberg said at a meet-
ing with the agency last week, before 
asking MTA offi cials to move the 
planned B32 line to a different street.

The agency declined. 
“We believe that by offering people 

reliable transportation, that will re-
lieve the need for people to drive cars,” 
said Wyss.

Others worried that the planned 
lines might bring older, less environ-

mentally friendly bus models to North 
Brooklyn, but MTA spokeswoman Dei-
dre Parker insists that all of the buses 
currently on the road are natural gas 
hybrids with low emission rates.

She also said the agency care-
ful considers where it routes its new 
lines. 

“It’s not really something that 
the community should be concerned 
about,” she said.

Under the MTA’s current plan, 
the B32 will round-trip from the Wil-
liamsburg Bridge Plaza near the 
Marcy Avenue J and M train station, 
along Broadway to Kent Avenue, then 
onto Franklin Street and McGuiness 
Boulevard over the Pulaski Bridge to 
Court Square in Long Island City. 

The B67 extension will start on Jay 
Street Downtown, run to Front Street 
in DUMBO, and then onto York Street, 
Gold Street, and Sands Street, before 
skirting the Brooklyn Navy Yard and 
taking Kent Avenue up to Division Av-
enue.

The MTA planned to extend the B67 
service only as far as Vinegar Hill, but 
by nixing proposed Saturday and Sun-
day service it freed up enough cash to 
run the line to Williamsburg.

Continued from cover

New busses

 COURIER–LIFE CLASSIFIEDS 
call (718) 260–2555
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PULMONARY & SLEEP DISORDERS 
OF NEW YORK, P.C.

Accredited by American Academy Of Sleep Medicine
Our CPAP CLINIC is

One stop shop for all your sleep apnea needs
Your CPAP machine is your lifeline

Our Team Of Sleep Board Certifi ed 
Doctors, Registered Polysomnography 
Technicians, Nurses And Respiratory 

Therapists Are Here To Help

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT TODAY 
718-891-7800

We accept all types of medical insurance

2625 E 14th

Buckley’s-Kennedy’s 5K Charity Run
 RAIN OR SHINE 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
Beth Strehle, Elizbeth Buckley,

Mary Williams & John Kane

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

$20.00 Registration for Adults 19 & older 

$25.00 Registration on day of the run 

$10.00 Registration for youth 18 & under  

REGISTER ONLINE AT 
www.heartshare.org/run

FAMILY FUN DAY PICNIC 
AT BREEZY BALL FIELD 
11:00 AM TO 3:00PM

  

Picnic is FREE for all registered runners

NON-RUNNER CHARGES ARE:
$10.00 - Food and Drink 

$15.00 - Food, Drink and T-shirt

Children 12 and under are FREE

BY COLIN MIXSON
The trees in Marine 

Park are getting plenty 
of fertilizer, and you can 
thank the city for that since 
the Parks Department rou-
tinely locks up the fi eld-
house bathrooms before the 
park closes, forcing parkgo-
ers to fi nd alternative loca-
tions to do their business, 
neighbors claim.

Community Board 18 
has heard the complaints of 
full-bladdered Marine Park 
patrons and has vowed to 
take action by sending a let-
ter to the Parks Department 
demanding that the rest-
rooms in Brooklyn’s largest 
natural recreation area be 
kept open at least until the 
park is offi cially closed.

“There’s a bunch of trees 
over by the bocci courts and 
we were over there when, 
all of a sudden, we turn 

around and a guy pulls his 
pants down and poops right 
in front of us,” said Marine 
Park bocci player John Bour-
bakis. “He wasn’t he only guy 
either, there’s other people, 
and they just can’t hold it.”

The bathrooms in Brook-
lyn’s largest park are of-
fi cially open from 8 am to 
6 pm, but the park itself is 
open until 10 pm, so the park 
is fi lled with visitors long 
after the toilets are locked, 
according to the park’s om-
nipresent bocci players.

“There’s people playing 
basketball, tennis, and hand-
ball, and you’ll have hun-
dreds of people in the park 
right up to closing, and yet 
the bathrooms aren’t open 
after six o’clock” said Bour-
bakis. “It’s ridiculous.”

Not only do the bathrooms 
offi cially close long before 
the park does, but Bourba-

kis says that negligent park 
workers will frequently take 
off from work well before 6 
pm, locking up and leaving 
the park without any rest-

room facilities from even the 
early afternoon.

“Sometimes they leave 
at 2 o’clock, they lock the 
bathrooms up and that’s it,” 

he said. “After that you still 
have hundreds of people in 
the park for hours. What 
are they supposed to do?”

And when parkgoers do 
what they have to do, the cops 
do what they have to do.

“We see them going be-
hind the walls and behind 
the trees, and if the cops 
see you, they’ll give you 
a ticket,” said Bourbakis. 
“We’ve seen so much over 
by the bocci courts.”

Now that baseball sea-
son has started, the bocci 
players — who see all and 
know all that’s going on 
in Marine Park — say its 
only going to get worse, ac-
cording to long-time bocci 
player Mike Camporeale.

“It’s a problem, them clos-
ing the bathrooms at 6 pm, es-
pecially during summertime 
when kids are playing ball un-
til seven, eight, nine o’clock,” 

he said. “I understand that 
they’re short handed, but 
that’s no excuse.”

Sometimes the bath-
room situation in Marine 
Park is so bad the bocci 
courts themselves have be-
come impromptu loos.

“It’s grossly unfair that, 
should somebody have the 
need, they have nowhere to 
go,” said CB18 chairman Sol 
Needle, before adding: “Ex-
cept the bocci courts, accord-
ing to some people, which I 
certainly don’t recommend.”

After Hurricane Sandy, 
the park, along with its 
bathrooms, were “offi cially 
closed” for a few weeks, but 
no signs were put out to 
ward off parkgoers, leaving 
visitors with only one op-
tion in the time of need — 
 the bocci courts . 

“It’s kind of stenchy,” said 
Camporeale at the time.

Community Board 18 demands city keeps Marine Park bathrooms open past 6 pm

ELDORADO: Even after a 10-year wait and $16 million, the bath-
rooms  at the Carmine Carro Community Center are still inacces-
sible to Marine Park goers during some hours when the park is 
open. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Panel’s plea: Let our people go
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Rosalie Hall Maternity Services provides vital, practical resources to pregnant 
and parenting women and their families, including free parenting classes, access 
to pre- and post-natal care, safe new cribs with mattresses, training in good 
nutrition, layettes, baby diapers and formula, parenting options counseling, 
and peer-to-peer support groups. All of our services are expressly designed to  
offer compassionate care and support to pregnant and parenting women.

ROSALIE HALL
M A T E R N I T Y  S E R V I C E S

BY JAIME LUTZ
Drama is returning to 

Water Street.
St. Ann’s Warehouse is 

once again trying to convert 
the historic Tobacco Ware-
house in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park into a playhouse— 
nearly two years after its 
original attempt was  booed 
off stage by the U.S. District 
Court .

But planners, who must 
gain city and state approval 
fi rst, say the latest incarna-
tion of the proposal to turn 
the roofl ess open space into 
a state-of-the-art theater 
should get a standing ova-
tion.

“This design for the To-
bacco Warehouse opens up 
so many possibilities for 
people to enjoy the building 
and the park all year long 
— as artists, audience mem-
bers, and visitors,” said Su-
san Feldman, the theater’s 
artistic director. “We’re 
very hopeful and extremely 
thankful.”

The stage’s new plans de-
buted this week in front of 
Community Board 2 — the 
civic panel that St. Ann’s 
is eagerly trying to court, 
knowing that a good recom-
mendation from the board 
can go far when it presents 
its plan to the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission, 
according to Irene Janner, 
the board’s fi rst vice chair-

person and a member of its 
Land Use Committee.

“If the conversions go 
through, this is a lovely 
design for it,” Janner said. 
“Doesn’t mean they should 
be there, but it’s a lovely de-
sign.”

Critics have long com-
plained that handing over 
the Tobacco Warehouse 
to a private theater com-

pany would encroach upon 
public space, alleging in a 
2010 lawsuit that the city 
illegally rezoned the Water 
Street site and awarded it to 
the world-renowned theater 
with the state’s backing.

Since then, a new plan 
that swapped the lost park-
land at the Tobacco Ware-
house with more than an 
acre of city-owned asphalt 
under the Manhattan 
Bridge enabled the avant-
guard group the right to use 
the landmark.

Architect Jonathan Mar-
vel doesn’t plan to raze the 
warehouse, but make a few 
slight adjustments to the 
exterior in creating a play-
house for the 153-year-old 
building tucked between 
the Manhattan and Brook-
lyn bridges. 

The design will give the 
Tobacco Warehouse a par-
tial roof, housing a theater 
and a room for community 
meetings, with the original 
brick walls left exposed. The 

unroofed section will turn 
into a triangular birch tree 
grove that will be open to the 
public during park hours.

The new venue will be 
the fourth home to St. Ann’s, 
which began its life at St. 

Ann’s Church in Brooklyn 
Heights, moved to a ware-
house on Water Street near 
Dock Street in DUMBO, and 
is now in a temporary home 
on Jay Street between John 
and Plymouth streets.

Park planners release latest plans to make Tobacco warehouse a theater

SMOKE-FREE ZONE: Turning the historic Tobacco Warehouse into 
a theater means putting a roof on top of the building shell, as this 
rendering resented to Community Board 2 shows. 
 Rogers Marvel Architects PLLC

ALL THE WORLD’S A STAGE: In the far left of this rendering of the 
exterior of the proposed playhouse it is clear that the theater area 
will take up a small portion of the building .
 Rogers Marvel Architects PLLC

Smoke ’em if you got ’em
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9GREENHOUSE CAFE

7717 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge 718-989-8952

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sun. Nights

—ENTREE—
BROILED COLD WATER SALMON FILET Topped with Citrus Chive Sauce
BONELESS BREAST OF CHICKEN With Wild Mushroom Marsala Sauce

BONELESS SHELL STEAK Topped with Herb Butter ($8.00 extra)
PANKO FRIED SHRIMP Served with Tartar Sauce & Cocktail Sauce

CHICKEN CORDON BLEU Stuffed with Forest Ham & Imported Swiss, breaded & Baked, Topped with Mornay Sauce

All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetable

—APPETIZER—
STUFFED MUSHROOMS  LOBSTER BISQUE  LASAGNA BOLOGNESE FRESH FRUIT PLATE  CAESAR SALAD  GARDEN GREENS

—DESSERT—
CHOCOLATE MOUSSE  SEASONAL FRESH FRUIT  APPLE STRUDEL TIRAMISU  ICE CREAM OR SHERBET  CHEESECAKE

COFFEE OR TEA 

—CHILDREN’S MENU—

Children $16.95 Per Child + Tax + Gratuity

Adults $36.95 Per Person + Tax + Gratuity 12PM-8PM

Mother’s Day

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY COLIN MIXSON
It was a sight for sore 

eyes.
After all the trouble 

that blew into the neigh-
borhood along with Hurri-
cane Sandy last fall, nobody 
living in Gerritsen Beach 
could have imagined that 
fi ve months later their little 
leaguers would be playing 
ball again.

Relief accompanied the 
sight of kids marching with 
big grins down Gerritsen 
Avenue — in full uniform 
— inaugurating the open-
ing day of baseball season.

But it wasn’t a surprise 
to some in the resilient 
neighborhood.

“Gerritsen Beach got hit 
pretty bad in the storm, so, 
afterwards there were wor-
ries that we wouldn’t be able 
to fi eld a team this year,” 
said Anthony Tasso, whose 
son Dylan, 5, will play his 
fi rst game of little league 
this weekend. “Everybody 
was just happy to see things 
coming back to normal for 
the kids, and getting them 
back into sports.”

Kids 5 through 14 kicked 
off the morning march, 
the boys in their Gerritsen 
Beach blues and the girls 
in Resurrection jerseys, 
with both teams swirling 
the Stars and Stripes all 
the way down Gerritsen Av-
enue.

Folks from the commu-

nity were happy to poke 
their heads out of shop win-
dows and cheer on the kids 
as they passed by.

“It’s a very tight-knit 
community, people were 

coming out of their stores, 
coming out of their houses 
to support the kids as they 
were coming down,” said 
Tasso, adding that the 
charity group Pitch In For 
Baseball deserved special 
thanks for chipping in to 
make Saturday happen and 
donating baseball gear and 
other equipment for the 
kids to use. 

“They donated bats, 
balls, helmets, it was really 
great of them to do that,” he 
said.

Jubilant street jaunt kicks off this year’s season

EYE OF THE TIGERS: (Above)
The Gerritsen Beach Tigers,  
line up for the April 20 parade 
(Left) Charlotte Donegan, 4, 
marched in her fi rst parade.
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham 

 Little League on 
parade in G’Beach

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.
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Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.
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