
May 5, 2013

Your Neighborhood — Your News®May 5, 2013

BY JAIME LUTZ
Fight for your right to 

party — at a park named af-
ter a Beastie Boy.

Palmetto Playground, at 
the intersection of Willow 
Place and State Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, will offi -
cially be renamed the Adam 
Yauch Playground this week, 
the  Brooklyn Heights Blog  

fi rst reported. 
A city offi cial con-

fi rmed the news to this, but 
wouldn’t say if there would 
be a ceremony to mark the 
name change on Friday, as 
reported by the Brooklyn 
Heights Blog.

Yauch was a founding 
member of the seminal rap 
group The Beastie Boys, 

which helped bring hip-hop 
to the mainstream of Ameri-
can  music. Born in the bor-
ough in 1964, Yauch grew 
up in Brooklyn Heights be-
fore attending Murrow High 
School in Midwood. He died 
last year of cancer at 47 years 
old. The Beastie Boys were 
inducted into the Rock and 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
GOP hizzoner hopeful Joe Lho-

ta’s proposed policies would hit 
Brooklyn’s growing hipster demo-
graphic where it hurts.

The Republican frontrunner 
— a 20-year resi-
dent of Brook-
lyn Heights — 
set himself at 
odds with the 
trendy youth 
of his adopted 
borough by rail-
ing against type-
writers, gourmet 
food trucks, pro-bike initiatives, 
and converting industrial areas 
into housing at an April 30 candi-
dates forum.

Lhota blasted the Bloomberg 
Administration for requesting bids 
from contractors to repair the city’s 
typewriters, calling the machines 
— the preferred writing tool of as-
piring Brooklyn novelists — obso-
lete.

“It’s not about repairing the 
typewriters. It’s about throwing 
them out, replacing them, and 
coming into the 21st Century,” 
Lhota declared.

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
A passionate troop of 

Girl Scouts has taken mat-
ters into their own adorably 
tiny hands. 

Civic-minded youngsters 
from Troop 2657 have  joined 
the fi ght to save Park Slope’s 
beloved Pacifi c library 
branch  from being sold off 
and possibly demolished by 

starting their very own peti-
tion to preserve the borough’s 
fi rst Carnegie branch. 

 Library offi cials plan 
to sell the historic branch,  
built in 1903, and use the 
proceeds to create a more 
modern facility inside a 
skyscraper slated to rise 
nearby, rather than shell 

Continued on page 8
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These punks 
invite you to 

Karaoke night
BY DANIELLE FURFARO

Celine Dion is not welcome at 
this karaoke night. 

A pair of rebellious rockers 
couldn’t fi nd a karaoke machine 
that would imitate any or most 
punk songs — so they recorded 
their own lyric-less instrumen-
tals for a night of singing badly 
called Punk-Rock Karaoke.

Organizers Jay Johnson and 
Patrick Tyrrell say they produced 
200 guitar-and-drum tracks out of 
their 500-song catalogue for the 
event on May 24 in Bushwick.

Judging by the results, the 
hard work seems to have paid off. 

At Punk-Rock Karaoke, people 
swarm singers, freely grab ex-
tra microphones, and even throw 
themselves into the audience for 
a proper stage dive. Johnson says 
that the night of glorying in punk 
favorites like the Dead Kenne-
dys or Descendents is in the true 
spirit of a concert gone wild. 

“At regular karaoke, you hang 
Continued on page 11
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HONORING MCA: A park in 
Brooklyn Heights has been 
rechristened for Adam Yauch, 
right, here with fellow Beastie 
Adam Horowitz. AP

GATES OF THE WEST: Jay Johnson, left, and Patrick Tyrrell record background tracks for punk songs to be sung at their 
Punk Rock Karaoke parties. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Troop: Save library Park named for ‘Beastie’

Lhota’s 
‘un-hip’ 
agenda

BROOKLYN CALLING
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BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s the Zumba invasion!
In his ongoing quest to 

promote Relay for Life, the 
American Cancer Society’s 
annual fundraising walk, 
Joe “Zumba Daddy” Gillette 
organized a Zumba fi tness 
fl ash mob Saturday inside 
the parking lot at the Key 
Foods grocery store on Ave-
nue U near East 66th Street. 

The early morning dance-
fi tness program inspired 

by Latin music didn’t fail to 
raise awareness for the up-
coming charity event, but it 
might have spread a bit of 
bewilderment amongst pass-
ing motorists and nearby 
Mill Basin residents.

“Everything was great, 
except there was one lady 
who heard the Latin music, 
so she called the police,” Gil-
lette said.

 The cops, however, 
never showed. It remains 

unclear whether she was 
just trying to scare off the 
early morning fi tness fanat-
ics, or if she really thought 
the neon-attired group of 
about 30 women, children, 
and a red-faced Joe Gillette, 
was a full-blown Latin riot.

Either way, she wasn’t the 
only one dazed and confused 
by the surprise Zumba class.

“People were stopping 
their cars,” said Gillette. 
“It’s funny when they don’t 

FIGHT BACK WITH FITNESS: Front row from left, Zumba dancers 
Olga Rivera, Debra McCann, Vanessa Romano, Wanda Perez, and, 
back row, from left Debra Torrez, Debbie Gillette, and Kathy Smith 
inside the Avenue U Key Food parking lot where Joe “Zumba Dad-
dy” Gillette organized a Zumba fl ash mob to raise awarness for the 
cancer charity event, Relay for Life. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Zumba ‘riot’ boosts Relay for Life

CELEBR ATE MOTHER’S DAY AT 

We are now accepting reservations for 
MOTHER’S DAY.

Serving our Ala Carte Menu. Reserve early!

OPEN 7 DAYS  LUNCH  DINNER  PRIVATE PARTIES

7902 3rd Ave  718.439.6993  www.giacomospizza.com
Valet Parking  All Major CC  Catering For All Occasions

We’ve Expanded Our 

Restaurant and Added 

A Beautiful NEW  Dining 

Area Accommodating 

Larger Part ies.

Wood Fired Pizza & Trattoria

“Home of the Nutella Calzone”

CINCO DE MAYO
Join us for

this Sunday

MEXICAN MID-WEEK  
DINNER FOR TWO

$4000

MID-WEEK DINNER 
AT-THE-BAR

$1500
pp

Casa Pepe Presents
Authentic Spanish & Mexican Cuisine

Includes: One Appetizer to Share, Two Entrees and One Dessert to Share

Includes: One Entree from Our NEW Bar Menu and One Frozen Margarita

Sunday, May 12th from Noon on

Mother’s Day Special Ala Carte Menu with 
Spanish & Mexican Entrees

Outdoor Dining Available

Authentic Spanish & Mexican Cuisine

Elegance without Extravagance

1464 86th St. between 14th and 15th Ave.

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

This Mother’s Day enjoy our 4 course menu especially prepared by Chef Tommaso...$31pp.  
Ala Carte Menu also available.

know what’s going on, and 
you see the look on their 
faces as they try to fi gure it 
out from a distance.”

Fortunately, nearby 
there were some Relay for 
Life committee members 
ready to connect the dots for 
bewildered motorists unable 
to divine the link between 
Zumba and fi ghting cancer.

“We had the committee 
people standing on the out-
skirts of the class, and they 
would approach the people 
who didn’t look too scared,” 
Gillette explained.

Since January, Gillette 
has been using Zumba to 
advertise the Relay for Life 
events. He earned the moni-
ker “Zumba Daddy” after or-
ganizing a world record at-
tempt for the largest indoor 
Zumba class. While Gillette 
didn’t quite meet his goal, 
recordsetter.com said the 
event at the Aviator Sports 
and Events Center earned 
the record for largest Zumba 
class in New York City.

Zumba may have a loose 
connection to fi ghting can-
cer through the general 

theme of fi tness and healthy 
living, but, more than any-
thing, it’s the irony and 
humor of watching a some-
what rotund Gillette exert-
ing himself to the beat of 
contemporary Latin hits 
that draws the most atten-
tion to the cancer charity.

Relay for Life is an over-
night community fund-rais-
ing walk in which teams take 
turns walking around an in-
door track. 

There are numerous re-
lays in Brooklyn from April 
through June. Gillette is 
boosting the event at the 

John Malone Community 
Center in Bergen Beach 
on June 1 and 2. Sponsors 
Brooklyn Roasting Com-
pany and Brooklyn Burgers 
will be serving hot food and 
coffee on the cheap.

Just show up, and enjoy 
the event that’s more fi esta 
than health seminar, accord-
ing to Gillette.

Support the fi ght against 
cancer and check our Relay 
for Life at the John Malone 
Community Center [2335 
Bergen Avenue between av-
enues W and X in Bergen 
Beach] June 1, 4 pm. Free.
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GREENHOUSE CAFE

7717 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge 718-989-8952

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs.-Sat. Nights

—ENTREE—
BROILED COLD WATER SALMON FILET Topped with Citrus Chive Sauce
BONELESS BREAST OF CHICKEN With Wild Mushroom Marsala Sauce

BONELESS SHELL STEAK Topped with Herb Butter ($8.00 extra)
PANKO FRIED SHRIMP Served with Tartar Sauce & Cocktail Sauce

CHICKEN CORDON BLEU Stuffed with Forest Ham & Imported Swiss, breaded & Baked, Topped with Mornay Sauce

All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetable

—APPETIZER—
STUFFED MUSHROOMS  LOBSTER BISQUE  LASAGNA BOLOGNESE FRESH FRUIT PLATE  CAESAR SALAD  GARDEN GREENS

—DESSERT—
CHOCOLATE MOUSSE  SEASONAL FRESH FRUIT  APPLE STRUDEL TIRAMISU  ICE CREAM OR SHERBET  CHEESECAKE

COFFEE OR TEA 
Adults $36.95 Per Person + Tax + Gratuity 12PM-8PM

Mother’s Day

—CHILDREN’S MENU—

Children $16.95 Per Child + Tax + Gratuity

Buckley’s-Kennedy’s 5K Charity Run
 RAIN OR SHINE 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
Beth Strehle, Elizabeth Buckley,

Mary Williams & John Kane

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

$20.00 Registration for Adults 19 & older 

$25.00 Registration on day of the run 

$10.00 Registration for youth 18 & under  

REGISTER ONLINE AT 
www.heartshare.org/run

FAMILY FUN DAY PICNIC 
AT BREEZY BALL FIELD 
11:00 AM TO 3:00PM

  

Picnic is FREE for all registered runners

NON-RUNNER CHARGES ARE:
$10.00 - Food and Drink 

$15.00 - Food, Drink and T-shirt

Children 12 and under are FREE

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Park Slope’s famous 

Gorilla Coffee is expand-
ing its habitat. 

The owners of the Fifth 
Avenue java joint known 
for its intricate foam de-
signs in bright red cups 
will open a second outpost 
in Gowanus this summer. 

The new coffee outlet, 
eight blocks away from the 
original shop, will be the 
proverbial Willy Wonka 
Chocolate Factory of cof-
fee houses, with a coffee 
bar and a roastery inside 
b a sketb a l l - c ou r t- si z e d 
space on President Street 
that was formerly a print-
ing plant. 

“It will be our new 
home,” said co-owner Dar-
leen Scherer, who bought 
the property between 
Nevins Street and Third 
Avenue with her business 
partner Carol McLaughlin 
to grow the Gorilla enter-
prise. “It’s going to take on 
a life of its own.”

Scherer said the new 
Gorilla space will be a 
coffee playground where 
trained staff will conjure 
up new blends, crank out a 
variety of beans, and sling 
lattes, cappuccinos, and 
espressos. 

Java enthusiasts will 
also be invited to tasting 
classes and tours that will 
teach visitors about the 
journey of the coffee bean.  

“There are so many 
steps in coffee from the 
moment it’s a seed to the 
moment we prepare it,” 
she said, adding that the 
same kind of training 
required for employees 
will be open to the pub-
lic through classes. “Our 
hope is to improve the 
dialogue between the cus-
tomer and the staff.”

The dialogue between 
workers and ownership 

is another are Scherer is 
versed in.

That’s because irate 
workers at the Park Slope 
storefront  walked out en 
masse three years  ago af-
ter tensions boiled over 
between staff and owner-
ship, and the cafe closed 
for two weeks. 

Employees cited the 
reason for quitting as “a 
perpetually malicious, 
hostile, and demeaning 

work environment,” that 
was “unhealthy” and “un-
workable” in  a letter that 
workers posted to the front 
door . 

But Scherer said that 
she isn’t worried about 
any Gorilla warfare hap-
pening anytime soon. 

“We have an amazing 
staff now, all really tal-
ented and confident in cof-
fee and in their personal 
endeavors.”

JAVA HUB: Darleen Scherer, the co-owner of Park Slope’s Gorilla 
Coffee, is building a coffee wonderland below Third Avenue.  
 Photo by Tom Callan

‘Gorilla’ on move to Gowanus 

out in a corner and when 
you’re done singing, you go 
back to your corner,” said 
Johnson. “Punk-Rock Kara-
oke is more like a show.”

Johnson and Tyrrell 
fi rst started throwing the 
singing parties as a way 
to raise money for social 
causes when they lived in 

Chicago. When they moved 
to Brooklyn last year, they 
decided to continue the tra-
dition. This upcoming show 
is only their second one in 
Brooklyn and it is raising 
money for the New York 
Abortion Access Fund. 

“We’re fi nally starting to 
get beyond just our friends 
showing up,” said Johnson.

The most popular songs 
at Punk-Rock Karaoke in-
clude Against Me’s senti-

mental crooner “Baby, I’m 
an Anarchist,” the Dead 
Kennedys fascist name 
checker “California Über 
Alles,” and big basslined 
“Waiting Room” by Fugazi. 

Punk-Rock Karaoke 
at Pine Box Rock Shop 
[12 Grattan St. between 
Bogart Street and Mor-
gan Avenue in Bushwick, 
(718) 366–6311, www.pine-
boxrockshop.com]. May 24, 
9 pm, $8.

Continued from cover

Punks
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Two young female fi lm-

makers who became infatu-
ated with an overweight, of-
ten shirtless Williamsburg 
eccentric while fi lming a 
movie about his life, have 
convinced the masses to do-
nate thousands of dollars to 
help them fi nish their mas-
terpiece — while its temper-
amental subject sits in cell 
on Rikers Island convicted 
of menacing his neighbors.

Ashley Benzwie and 
Arielle Tayar have taken in 
more than $18,000 thanks to 
a  video on the crowd-fund-
ing website “Indiegogo”  
previewing their documen-
tary “U R Not Alone.” The 
fl ick follows Joseph Loia-
cono, a quirky Graham 
Avenue shopkeeper, whose 
antics they fi lmed for two 
years — until his shocking 
arrest for rape.

Now, while Loiacono sits 
in the can, the fi lmmak-
ers are trying to get their 
movie, well, in the can.

The motion picture was 
intended to explore Loia-
cono’s life, but after Loia-
cono was accused of sexu-
ally assaulting a sleeping 
house guest and threatening 
to kill his neighbors with a 
baseball bat, it turned into 
an examination of the fi lm-
makers’ confused relation-
ship with a person they grew 
to like so much, they couldn’t 
believe he got arrested. 

“We want so badly to 
think that he’s good,” said 
Benzwie. “At the same time, 
you have to wonder how he 
got himself here.”

In 2011, Loiacono took 
over his family’s Graham 
Avenue house and tried to 
turn the home’s storefront 
into a meeting space for 
the community. Instead, 
he quickly drew the ire of 
many in the neighborhood 

for his obnoxious behavior, 
such as dancing around 
shirtless while blaring op-
era and classic rock, and 
cluttering the storefront 
with detritus.

The two fi lmmakers 
thought he was the strang-
est guy they knew and de-
cided he would make a 
perfect subject for a docu-
mentary. Although Loia-
cono was shy at fi rst, the 
women eventually gained 
his trust. The longer they 
hung out with him, the 
more boisterous and ob-
noxious he became. Still, 
they found him endearing. 
The women saw something 
deeper and more intelligent 
than just the neighborhood 
nut and spent hundreds of 
hours with their subject 
discussing philosophy and 
his unorthodox views on 
dating, religion and govern-
ment rule.  

“He wasn’t just a crazy 
guy. He wanted to be cul-

tured,” said Benzwie, 
though she admitted he 
could be crude, loud and in-
appropriate.

Instead of keeping a 
journalistic objectivity to-
ward their subject, the two 
unexpectedly found them-
selves embroiled in the 
drama of Loiacono’s life. 
They thought that the story 
was about much more than 
a neighborhood eccentric.

“We started to watch 
him deteriorate,” said 
Tayar, who described Loia-
cono as a magnet for neigh-
borhood drunks and drug 
addicts. “He was drinking 
a lot more and the people 
surrounding him were a lot 
sketchier.” 

Suddenly, last October, 
Loiacono disappeared. 

The fi lmmakers found 
out that he was sitting in 
Riker’s Island, accused 
of raping a girlfriend and 
threatening to kill his neigh-
bors. The rape charges were 

dropped, but last month he 
pleaded guilty to menacing, 
harassment, and contempt 
of court. His attorney, Mi-
chael Marley, said Loiacono 
will probably be in jail for 
another six months.

Despite it all, the fi lm-
makers remained fond of 
their subject and are now the 
only people, other than his 
lawyer, who visit him in jail. 

“The last time we were 
there, he freaked us out a 
little. He was saying that 
we’re all he has,” said 
Tayar. 

The two women said 
they raised most of the 
money for the fi lm by bad-
gering friends and family. 

They were, however, sur-
prised at how many people 
were offended and refused 
to donate.

“We’ve had a lot of weird 
responses,” said Tayar. 
“Some friends of mine from 
high school said they don’t 
want to contribute because 
the subject matter is associ-
ated with rape.”

Still, there are many 
people who donated be-
cause they are intrigued by 
the movie. 

“Two young women be-
coming friends with a rap-
ist is something you kind of 
can’t look away from,” said 
Tayar. “It’s like a car acci-
dent.”

Pair seeks to fi nish fl ick after subject arested for rape

AWKWARD SUBJECT: Graham Avenue antique-store owner Jo-
seph Loiacono, known locally for dancing shirtless to obnoxiously 
loud music and threatening to kill his neighbors, is the subject of 
the unfi nished documentary “U R Not Alone.”

SORTING THROUGH THE TRASH: Filmmakers Arielle Tayar and 
Ashley Benwzie got themselves embroiled in high levels of neigh-
borhood drama when they decided to make a fi lm about the junk 
man of Graham Avenue.  Photos by Stefano Giovannini

Movie madness

Roll Hall of Fame just 
weeks before Yauch died. 

Last year, immedi-
ately after Yauch’s death, 
fans in Brooklyn Heights 
clamored to have Squibb 
Park renamed for the mu-
sician. Yet, many locals 
fought the name change, 
saying it dishonored 
Dr. Edward Robinson 
Squibb, an inventor and 
pharmaceutical pioneer 
who opened his fi rst labo-
ratory on the park’s site. 
Squibb founded the com-
pany that is now Bristiol-
Myers Squibb.

Founded in 1981, the 
Beastie Boys was one of 
the fi rst acts to come out 
on Def Jam Recordings, 
one of the earliest and big-
gest producers of hip hop 
albums. Known by the 
stage name MCA, Yauch 
sang and played bass for 
the group. 

In 1986, the band re-
leased their debut album 
“Licensed to Ill,” which 
contained their breakout 
hit, “You Gotta Fight for 
Your Right to Party!” It 
was the fi rst hip-hop al-
bum to top the Billboard 
200 chart. It spent 73 
weeks on the chart with 
seven consecutive weeks 
at No.1, becoming the 
best selling rap album of 
the 1980s. 

Continued from cover

Beastie

NOT FORGOTTEN: Brook-
lyn Heights native and 
Beastie Boys rapper Adam 
Yauch. Associated Press
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Treciokas, a member of 
Friends of Bushwick Inlet 
Park and a board member 
of the Greenpoint Water-
front Association for Parks 
and Planning. “We allowed 
giant towers to go up on the 
waterfront and in exchange, 
we get some parkland.”

And that park should be 
provided by the city with-
out the threat of privatiza-
tion, which some advocates 
claim is a growing trend.

“They’ve done their 
best at trying to distance 
themselves from taking re-
sponsibility for parks,” said 
Geoffrey Croft, president of 
NYC Park Advocates. “Put-
ting condos in is one of the 
ridiculous things they’ve 
resorted to.”

The parks department 
declined to comment on the 
concerns, other than reiter-
ate that the three plots re-
main unfunded. 

But the city hasn’t com-
pletely ignored its commit-
ment to build the park. A 
soccer fi eld opened last year 
and a building housing its 

public rest rooms, commu-
nity room, offi ces, and stor-
age is planned to open in 
June.

The second parcel, on 
Kent at North Tenth Street, 
is still being tested for tox-
ins and used only for sum-
mer concerts hosted by the 
Open Space Alliance.

In recent years, the city 
has had a  series of misses 
in planned parks in North 
Brooklyn .  The 65 Commer-
cial Street park in Green-
point has been hampered 
for years. In late 2012, after 

a struggle of many years, 
the city  fi nally opened the 
long-awaited Transmitter 
Park .

Kuonen added that the 
city’s inability to get the 
park built “the second big-
gest failure of the Bloomberg 
administration,” after the 
lack of planning for Hurri-
cane Sandy.

“This is huge. It was a 
big, huge promise,” said 
Kuonen. “It’s one of the 
most frustrating things and 
by far one of the most vis-
ible.”

the past few weeks, the com-
pany has added security 
and sanitation. 

“We hired a guy to come 
Sunday and Monday morn-
ings to clean up the trash,” 
said Demby. 

“We will continue to 

make adjustments as we 
hear about concerns.”

When asked whether the 
markets are appropriate for 
the park, Demby said that 
is up to the state, which de-
cided they were. 

The state offi ce of parks 
and recreation did not re-
turn repeated calls for 
comment, but when it an-
nounced the deal with the 

Brooklyn Flea, it said it did 
not think the markets would 
interfere with other uses. 

Not everyone in the 
neighborhood thinks the 
markets have ruined the 
park, however. 

“No one’s here unless 
the Flea is here,” said Julie 
Dickinson.  “You can’t re-
ally do anything here. It’s 
not a very chill park.”

how the sediment will be 
disposed. 

The move will allow the 
city to tear down a massive 
concrete sludge tank that 
looms over prime East River 
parkland at DuPont and 
Commercial streets. For 
years, wastewater sludge 
has poured from the plant 
through a pipe under sev-
eral blocks of Greenpoint in 
to the tank.

Once all the work is 
done, the city says it can en-
large the Newtown Barge 

Playground, which sits at 
the site where the boats 
currently come in, but that 
likely will not happen for at 
least a couple more years. 

“It was a commitment 
to take that area for open 
space, so they agreed that 
the sludge vessel had to 
move,” said Holowacz. 

The dredging is ten-
tatively slated for either 
spring or fall of 2013 — 
there is a moratorium on 
dredging in the creek dur-
ing the summer — and the 
sludge tank on the East 
River should be demolished 
sometime in the fi rst part of 
2014.

The dredging work could 
go on 24 hours a day, accord-
ing to the city. 

The creek has not been 
dredged since the 1970s, so 
even without this project, 
the city would have had to 
dredge the creek eventually 
so that boats would be able 
to continue to get through, 
said Holowacz. 

Businesses along the 
creek said they would wait 
and see if the dredging af-
fects them. 

“As long as our building 
doesn’t fall into the creek, 
it’s probably okay,” said 
Jessica Kaplan, manager at 
Sightline Fabrication. 

Continued from page 3

Flea

Continued from page 3

Creek

Continued from page 3

Inlet Park

JUST A LITTLE MORE: The bathroom and community center is 
fi nally set to open at Bushwick Inlet Park, more than fi ve years 
after the master plan was completed. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news,  visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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out $11 million to repair to 
the old structure — but not 
if the Girl Scout troop that 
meets there every week has 
anything to do with it. 

“Me and the Girl Scouts 
are looking to save the li-
brary and make it a land-
mark. That way no one can 
ever knock it down,” said 
eight-year-old Jordan Can-
delario of Staten Island, who 
thought up the idea to start a 
petition after learning of the 
plan. “If they knock down 
the library then we would 
need to look somewhere else 
to hold our meetings.” 

The 17-member troop — 
made up of homeschooled 
fi ve-to-10-year-old girls from 
across Brooklyn, Staten 
Island, and Manhattan — 
gathers at the spacious com-
munity meeting room on the 
second fl oor of the Classical 
Revival-style library ev-
ery Wednesday afternoon, 
where they meet to do badge 
work and partake in activi-
ties like arts and crafts. 

“I love it — it’s a great 
place with a gigantic meet-

ing room,” said nine-year-
old Nini Kauffman-O’Hehir, 
who told her troop about the 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
plan to sell off the un-land-
marked branch after she 
heard about it from her 
mother, Leslie Kauffman. 
“I’ll be very upset if they 
tore down the library.”

The troop  hand delivered 
its paper petition to Comp-
troller John Liu at a recent 
rally at City Hall  where little 
Candelario read out loud the 
petition that she wrote in her 
own words directed towards 
elected offi cials includ-
ing Liu, Mayor Bloomberg, 
Councilman Steve Levin (D–
Boerum Hill), and Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn. 

The petition signed by 
all the scouts and their par-
ents asks that the library on 
Fourth Avenue be kept open 
for the following reasons:

• “Libraries change the 
world.” 

• “Our Girl Scouts meet-
ings are held there. The girl 
scouts need this space.”

• “The world depends on li-
braries for kids’ education.”

• “Offi ce space does not 
help make the world a bet-
ter place. Libraries and Girl 

Scouts does.”
• “This library is part 

of the neighborhood. It has 
been around since 1903 and 
our kids love it.” 

Troop leader Virginia 
McAllister, who started the 
troop a year ago, said that, 
when looking for a space free 
of charge to hold the weekly 
meetings, she thought of 
the Pacifi c branch because 
of its central location that 
is accessible by 11 different 
subway lines. 

“I feel really lucky to 
have been able to secure 
that location, but I don’t 
know that I’d be able to fi nd 
another one,” said the Fort 
Greene resident, whose 
daughter Paige is one of 
the Girl Scouts.

“It’s a terrible plan, but 
it’s been an experience to 
see these girls grow into 
people,” said McAllister. “I 
can’t wait to see them grow 
up and become leaders, be-
cause that’s what the Girl 
Scouts is all about.”

The public meeting 
rooms in the Pacifi c branch 
are not only used by the Girl 
Scouts, but also by dozens of 
other community and civic 
groups. 

Library offi cials say that 
they plan — replacing a 
branch that they cannot af-
ford to repair on its annual 
maintenance budget of $15 
million, with a brand new, 
slightly bigger branch in-
side a planned 32-story tower 
two blocks away across Flat-
bush Avenue — would be a 
benefi t to the troop. 

“The library is pursu-
ing this plan with girls like 
them in mind,” said Brook-
lyn Public Library vice 
president for government 
and community relations 
Josh Nachowitz, who added 
that the library wants to 
provide users with “the 
best possible community 
space we can, and we think 
the best way to do that is 
by building a new branch 
that will have more fl exible 
meeting spaces and better 
meeting spaces.” 

The Girl Scout troop 
plans to deliver its petition 
to Councilman Steve Levin 
on Wednesday at the Pacifi c 
branch. Levin recently sent a 
letter to the Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission asking 
that the Pacifi c branch be 
given landmark status so it 
cannot be torn down. 

Continued from cover

Library

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The Republican contend-

ers for mayor say they are 
fed up with food carts — a 
declaration that drew ap-
plause from Bay Ridge busi-
ness leaders who battled 
controversial halal wagons, 
and boos from mobile ven-
dor advocates.

Republicans John Catsi-
matidis, Joe Lhota, and 
George McDonald and Dem-
ocrat-turned-Independent 
Adolfo Carrion took turns 
roasting street sellers at 
an April 30 forum at Saint 
Francis College in Brook-
lyn Heights in response to 
a question about how they 
would seek to regulate the 
vendors.

Catsimatidis, who 
founded the Gristedes and 
Red Apple supermarket 
chains, complained that 
sidewalk merchants eat 
into the profi t margins of 
grocery stores and other 
brick-and-mortar busi-

nesses — and claimed that 
the cheap eats sellers get 
away without paying taxes, 
rent, and insurance.

“I suffer from this pre-
dicament,” said Catsi-
matidis. “We have a cart 
parked right in front of our 
doorstep that only has to 
pay a little permit fee. Mean-
while, I’m paying hundreds 
of thousands of dollars.”

The billionaire Greek 
immigrant grocer vowed 
to change street vendor 
permit laws to only allow 
the merchants to park in 
certain specialized areas, 
blocks away from stores 
selling similar products.

The other hizzoner hope-
fuls echoed Catsimatidis’s 
complaints and solutions.

“They shouldn’t be al-
lowed on the streets sell-
ing the same products as 
stores,” argued frontrun-
ner Joe Lhota, pointing out 
that in the past, regulations 
allowed only military veter-

ans and people selling liter-
ature to do business on the 
sidewalk.

Carrion claimed that 
pavement peddlers discour-
age people from setting up 
traditional shops.

“It makes no sense put-
ting your life savings into 

building a good store and 
have a street cart outside 
selling the same product at 
a signifi cant discount,” the 
former Bronx Beep said.

Homeless advocate 
George McDonald alleged 
that cops let mobile vendors 
park their vehicles near 

their carts and illegally 
feed the meter all day.

“There’s no enforcement 
of any regulations,” said 
McDonald.

It was music to the ears 
of Pat Condren, head of Bay 
Ridge’s 86th Street Busi-
ness Improvement District, 

a merchants’ group that 
 battled a pair of halal carts  
parked at the corners of 
86th Street and Fourth Av-
enue last year.

“This just shows this is 
a citywide issue, and we’re 
all on the same page,” said 
Condren. 

But the Street Vendor 
Project, a pro-sidewalk-cart 
group, pointed to studies 
showing that street carts 
actually help storefront 
shops by drawing greater 
foot traffi c.

“I know there’s this 
feeling and negative opin-
ion brick-and-mortar 
businesses have toward 
vendors, but that’s what 
the research has shown,” 
said Street Vendor Proj-
ect attorney Archana Dit-
takavi. 

Democratic mayoral 
candidate  Bill DeBlasio also 
called for new laws  limiting 
where street vendors could 
set up last year.

Business leaders cheer as Republican hopefuls vow to clamp down on chow wagons

THEY HAVE A BEEF: All four candidates at the April 30 Republican forum said they wanted to see 
stricter regulations on street and sidewalk vendors. Photo by Paul Martinka

Mr. Mayor, tear down those food carts

TAKING A STAND: Eight-year-old Jordan Candelario of Girl Scout 
Troop 2657 started a petition to fi ght the sale and possible demoli-
tion of Park Slope’s Pacifi c library branch.
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GROCERY DEPT. DAIRY DEPT. FROZEN DEPT. HOME COOKED DINNERS

PRODUCE DEPARTMENT DELI DEPARTMENTFISH DEPT.

BABY SHRIMP
SALAD
OR
CRABMEAT
SALAD

$199

SilverStarsGourmetCatering.com   

RONZONI  
PASTA
SELECTED VARIETIES - 16 OZ.

LANGERS 
CRANBERRY JUICE
64 OZ.

WHITE ROSE 
SUGAR
4 LB. BAG

QUAKER
CAP’N CRUNCH OR 
CRUNCH BERRIES 13-14 OZ.

CAVATELLI
& SUNDRIED TOMATOES 
IN TRUFFOLIO OIL

WHITE ROSE 

SLICED BACON 
1 LB.

TROPICANA PREMIUM 

ORANGE JUICE 
59 OZ.

CHOBANI

GREEK YOGURT 
6 OZ.

WHITE ROSE

AMERICAN CHEESE 
16 OZ. SINGLES

WHITE ROSE
VEGETABLES
SELECTED VARIETIES - 16 OZ. BAG

WHITE ROSE
WAFFLES
12.3 OZ.

MCCAIN
FRENCH FRIES
20-32 OZ.

WHITE ROSE
ICE CREAM
56 OZ.

LINGUINE WITH 
CLAM SAUCE
FETTUCINI
ALFREDO
POTATO PIE 
WITH HAM

$449

$449

$399$649

$649

2/$300

$199

2/$500$199

2/$500

99¢ 99¢99¢

$299

$199

$299 $499

$499
LB.

LB.

LB.

LB.

#3 Cold Catering
Finest in Boar’s Head Cold Cuts 
Deluxe Cold Cut Buffet
All of Our Cold Cuts & Salads are    
Trayed & Artistically Decorated.
Potato & Cole Slaw Salads Plus Macaroni Salad or 
A Choice of Pasta Salad, Broccoli & Rigatoni Salad, 
Plus Rolls, Mayonnaise, Mustard & Paper Goods

#1
Roast Beef
Turkey Breast
Baked Ham
Genoa Salami
American Cheese
Swiss Cheese

Kosher & Italian
Slightly Higher

$695
Per 
person

10 Person Min.

#2 Hot Buffet Special
Pasta Choices:

Homemade Stuffed Shells
Baked Ziti
Lasagna
Linguini with Garlic & Oil
Penne with Broccoli
Pasta Primavera

Entree Choices:
Sausage & Peppers
Pork & Mushrooms
Pork Rollatini
Pork Cutlet Parmigiana
Pepper Steak
Beef & Broccoli
Meatballs in Sauce
Beef Rollatini
Chicken Francaise

$1095
Per 
person

Our Hot Buffet Consists of:
2 Pasta Choices & 3 Entrees

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Cutlet
Grilled Lemon Garlic Chicken
Chicken Rollatini
Chicken Oreganato
Sweet & Sour Chicken
Chicken Cacciatore
Eggplant Parmigiana
Eggplant Rollatini
Eggplant Florentine
Swedish Meatballs 20 Person Min.

We Gladly Accept 
EBT & WIC

$699
LB. 69¢

LB.

Sale Dates: Friday May 3rd –Thursday May 9th, 2013
Open: Monday– Saturday 8am – 7 pm, Sunday 8am – 5 pm

SilverStarQualityMeats.com   FREE DELIVERY ON STORE ORDERS!

FREE PARKING

GEORGIA 
VIDALIA 

ONIONS

CALIFORNIA 
ICEBERG 

LETTUCE
GENOA 
SALAMI

PROVOLONE 
CHEESE OR 
AMERICAN 

CHEESE

HORMEL
BOILED HAM
AND
GREAT LAKES 
AMERICAN
CHEESE

MESQUITE 
SMOKED TURKEY OR 

PEPPER MILL 
TURKEY

WASHINGTON STATE EXTRA 
FANCY GOLDEN DELICIOUS

APPLES

SUGAR SWEET 
GREEN SEEDLESS 
GRAPES

FRESH
LITTLE NECK 
CLAMS

2 DOZEN FOR

$799

79¢99¢

89¢ 79¢

EA.LB.

LB. LB.

FRESH
TILAPIA 
FILLET
$399

LB.

BOAR’S HEAD #1 IN COLD CUTS

FRESH MADE SALADS

BOAR’S HEAD HORMEL BRAND

SILVER STAR COMBO - 1/2 LB. EACH

$599
LB.

$499
LB.LB.

LB.

MILK FED NATURE

LOIN VEAL 
CHOPS

3838 Nostrand Avenue             718-934-8520       FAX # 718-332-4620(Between 
Ave. Y & Z)

$599
LB.

$199
LB.

USDA CHOICE
FAMILY PACK 

SHELL STEAK

YOUR CHOICE
SALMON FILLET 

OR STEAKS

$799

Fresh

LB.

CUT FROM CORN FED PORKERS

PORK 
SPARE RIBS

FRESH LEAN 
QUARTERED 

CHICKEN LEGS

BBQ PLAN $5995
1½ Lbs. Silver Star’s Homemade Ring Sausage, 
Your Choice: (Cheese & Parsley, Spinach & Mozzarella or Broccoli Rabe)
2 Lbs. Hamburgers Your Choice: (Beef, Chicken or Turkey)
1 Lb. Sabrett Beef Franks
4 Lbs. Chicken Parts, Your Choice: (Drums, Thighs or Breasts)
1½ Lbs. London Broil, Your Choice: (Flank Steaks or Marinated Turkey London Broil)
2 Lbs. Pork Spare Ribs
1 Lb. Macaroni and 1 Lb. Potato Salad
1 Package of Hot Dog and Hamburger Rolls
1 Lb. Silver Star’s Provolone Stuffed Pinwheels - Ready for the Grill
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Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

We call our office State-
of-the-Art Dentistry 
because we keep 

our technology and 
techniques up-to-date 
to provide you the best 
experience possible. We 
accommodate families 
of all ages with strict 

sterilization techniques.

718.339.7878

Your smile is our priority.

PROVIDING QUALITY, AFFORDABLE CARE

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection 
of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 

www.pregnancyforlifenyc.org

you can
change a

child’s future.

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Welcome to the Sludge 

Hook pier!
A band of Red Hookers 

say the federal government 
should approve a plan to 
turn sludge dredged from 
the toxic Gowanus Canal 
into a concrete landmass 
off the community’s shore. 

Members of the Red 
Hook Houses Community 
Action Coalition say they’re 
all-in on the  controversial 
plan  that would turn the 
treated muck into a massive 
landmass jutting off con-
crete titan John Quadrozzi 
Jr.’s property at the foot of 
Columbia Street because its 
construction would bring 
much-needed jobs to the 
neighborhood.

“This is something to 
look forward to,” said co-
alition member Ray Hall. 
“People can change their 
lives tremendously by hav-
ing a job.”

The feds say that the con-
struction of the landmass, 
which is called a “confi ned 
disposal facility,” will build 
out the waterfront at the 
Gowanus Bay Terminal and 
Gowanus Industrial Park. 
They also claim it would 
create up to 60 jobs over the 
course of six years.

Workers would drain the 
grime on Quadrozzi’s prop-
erty, mix it with cement-

like materials, then store 
it as stabilized concrete in-
side a bathtub-like fi xture 
made of reinforced steel. 
The fi xture would be bur-
ied in the Gowanus Bay and 
connected to Quadrozzi’s 
property. 

Once the project is done, 
Quadrozzi can do whatever 
he wants with the land as 
long as he complies with 
federal guidelines, said 
Environmental Protection 
Agency offi cials.

The concrete tycoon 
said that he would use the 
new land to grow his ship-
ping terminal, expand 
maritime development in 
Red Hook, and create a 
public park.

“This is an opportunity 
for (Quadrozzi) to build up 
the waterfront and be con-
sistent with everything else 
going on in Red Hook,” said 
Hall. 

Not surprisingly, the 
plan to bring the muck sit-
ting at the bottom of  Brook-
lyn’s nautical purgatory  to 
a different neighborhood 
has been attacked by some. 
Anti-sludgecrete activists 
have blasted the proposal 
on their website “ No Toxic 
Red Hook ,” claiming they 
fear for their health, say the 
terra forming would create 
a fl ood risk, and worry the 
plan would have an adverse 

affect on the Hook’s nearby 
pool ball fi elds. 

But government offi -
cials say the sludge used 
to construct the landmass 
would be dredged from the 
least-contaminated section 
of the canal bed — which 
is south of Hamilton Ave-
nue — moved by barge, and 
treated to remove toxins 
such as coal tar and heavy 
metals. This would elimi-
nate any health risks, they 
claim.

And some Red Hook 
Housing residents are tak-
ing the feds on their word. 

“The EPA has never 
done anything to harm us,” 
said Lille Marshall, Coali-
tion member and head of 
the tenants association for 
Red Hook Houses West. 
“This is for the betterment 
of the community.”

Superfund project man-
ager Christos Tsiamis has 
said at numerous public 
meetings that if there is 
large community opposi-
tion to the on-site disposal 
facility then the agency 
will ship all of the sludge 
to a licensed treatment fa-
cility. 

The 90-day public com-
ment period on the pro-
posed plan ended April 27, 
and the governments fi nal 
plan will be released by the 
summer.

Red Hookers: Bring on Gowanus sludge pier

LAND HO!: The feds may turn this body of water at the foot of Columbia Street in Red Hook into a 
monolithic concrete slab of land made from some of the treated sludge dredged from the fi lthy Gow-
anus Canal. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Toxic avengers
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Williamsburg park lov-

ers are worried that the city 
will let apartments rise up 
in the planned Bushwick 
Inlet Park because of the 
glacial pace it is taking to 
fund the greenspace.

Property values have 
skyrocketed in the area 
during the eight years since 
the city approved a contro-
versial rezoning of the Wil-
liamsburg waterfront, and 
six riverside properties 
along Kent Avenue north 
of East River State Park 
that the city planned to pur-
chase for $12 million and 
turn into parks are worth 
at least eight times that 
price. The city now says  it 
does not have the money to 
pay for the land , and that 
has park advocates fear-
ful that a Brooklyn Bridge 
Park-style public-private 
partnership, which could 
include housing on the site, 
is in the works.

“I’ll be shocked if we 
get this park without a 
big tower sitting in the 
middle of it,” said Commu-
nity Board 1 member Ryan 
Kuonen. “That’s the only 
model the city seems to rec-
ognize as a viable way to 
build park space.” 

The park advocates point 

to Brooklyn Bridge Park, a 
waterfront development be-
low Brooklyn Heights that 
 for years was promised to 
be a self-sustaining oasis 
funded by in-park activities, 
restaurants, and a hotel. 
But at the last minute, the 
government okayed condos , 
whose maintenance fees 
would go toward upkeep.

So far, the city only 
owns two of the six parcels 

it planned for Bushwick In-
let Park. The parks depart-
ment plans to purchase the 
third plot, the Bayside Fuel 
site just north of the cur-
rent park, in 2015. However, 
the city does not have the 
money to buy the three re-
maining plots — CitiStor-
age, Monitor, and Motiva, 
which are all along Kent 
Avenue just north of North 
Tenth Street. 

“Thus far there is no 
schedule to begin these 
acquisitions,” said Parks 
spokeswoman Meghan La-
lor. 

But advocates say the 
city owes them the park, be-
cause it was part of the zon-
ing deal that allowed condo 
buildings nearby.

“They rezoned and made 
commitments,” said Laura 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The city wants to tear 

down a giant sludge transfer 
station at the mouth of New-
town Creek so it can free-up 
space for a park there, but 
fi rst is has to dredge a large 
portion of the fi lthy water-
way so tankers can head 
into Greenpoint to pick up 
their load.

The plan is to dredge as 
deep as nine feet in some 
spots of the creek between 
the East River and New-
town Creek Wastewater 
Treatment Plant at Provost 
Street near Greenpoint Ave-
nue, and as deep as 13 feet in 
Whale Creek, an inlet just 
past the Pulaski Bridge that 
will give boats direct access 

to the plant. There, the city 
will build a new loading 
dock and two new vessels to 
hold the nasty fl uid. Those 
depths will allow the boats 
to travel beneath draw-
bridge during low tide with-
out having to raise it.

And even though the 
Newtown Creek is a federal 
 Superfund site  that needs 
a serious clean-up, the city 
claims that the sediment is 
scoops from its banks is not 
toxic according to  sediment 
sampling the city ordered 
in 2009 . 

Some Creek advocates 
agreed that work is neces-
sary, but are still worried 
about what will happen 
with the polluted silt that is 

brought up.
“Any kind of dredging is 

a concern,” said Kate Zidar, 

executive director of the 
Newtown Creek Alliance. 
“If the sediment has high 
levels of contamination, we 
need to dispose of them ap-
propriately.”

But city offi cials said 
the dredging would not 
adversely affect the envi-
ronment because shovels 
wouldn’t go too deep.

“Everyone is concerned, 
because this is a Super-
fund site,” said Christine 
Holowacz, the liaison to 
the Newtown Creek Moni-
toring Committee. “But 
they’re not going to go very 
far down.”

Holowacz said more test-
ing is needed to determine 

Advocates fear Bushwick Inlet Park will go private

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Some Williamsburg 

residents are up in arms 
over the Brooklyn Flea 
and Smorgasburg, claim-
ing the borough’s celebra-
tions of tchotchke shop-
ping and locavore meals 
have turned East River 
State Park into a circus. 

The  Brooklyn Flea and 
its Smorgasburg food ba-
zaar , which run every Sat-
urday and Sunday, draw 
thousands of visitors to 
the park each day. Neigh-
bors complain that the 
vendors and customers 
have taken over the whole 
park, despite the fact that 
the commercial ventures 
together rent only a por-
tion. 

“Basically, we no lon-
ger have a park on the 
weekends,” said Peter 
Kos, who now has to look 
for somewhere else to 
entertain his four-year-
old son. “I’m not going 
to bring my son some-
where where there are 
300 25-year-olds hanging 
out.”

Some of the specifi c 
complaints about the mar-
kets are trash left in the 
park, broken glass in the 
grass and vendors who 
noisily unload their wares 
at daybreak. 

But the critics’ biggest 
complaint is not the trash 
or the noise, but the very 
existence of the markets 
in the public park. 

“I try to avoid North 
Seventh on the week-
ends,” said neighborhood 
resident Samantha Tan-
nehill. “The infl ux of peo-
ple is crazy.”

The markets relocated 
from a lot between N. Sixth 
and N. Seventh streets to 

the  parkland between N. 
Seventh and N. Eighth 
streets at the beginning of 
April  because their home 
of the past two seasons, a 
development site owned 
by Edge-builders Douglas-
ton Development, is on the 
market. 

For $1,500 a day, the 
Brooklyn Flea rents the 
smaller of the two slabs 
of concrete in the park. 
This past weekend, doz-
ens of vendors were 
tightly packed onto the 
slab, with little room for 
people to move between 
the vendors. That meant 
that those perusing the 
fl ea spilled over to the 
picnic tables and grass at 
the other end, giving the 
whole park a county fair 
atmosphere. 

That is unacceptable in 
any public park, say crit-
ics, let alone in a park in 
Williamsburg, which is so 
starved for open space.

“Clearly, this is not a 
park purpose,” said Geof-
frey Croft, president of 
New York City Park Advo-
cates. “The public has ev-
ery right to enjoy respite. 
It’s absurd that the pub-
lic has to compete with a 
commercial endeavor.”

New York City Park 
Advocates has success-
fully sued the city for 
attempting to privatize 
parks in the past, and 
Croft says it will launch 
a lawsuit against Brook-
lyn Flea if that is what the 
neighborhood wants. 

Eric Demby, one of the 
owners of Brooklyn Flea, 
said he has been working 
with neighbors to make 
sure that all complaints 
are addressed and that, in 

THE CORNERSTONE: The fi rst portion of Bushwick Inlet Park opened last year. Four parcels are still 
not yet opened and the city has not yet purchased the land.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

POOP WAREHOUSE: The sludge 
from the wastewater treatment 
plan now runs through a pipe 
into this storage tank on the 
East River, but after the creek 
is dredged, boats will be able 
to come right up to the plant. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

LIKE FLEAS: Vendors are tightly packed onto one concrete 
slab at East River State Park, making it tight for customers, 
who spill out into the rest of the park. 
 Community Newspaper Group / Danielle Furfaro

Scratching ‘Flea’

Waterfront green$pace

City to dredge Newtown Creek
Continued on page 13

Continued on page 13 Continued on page 13
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* Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. 
Rates are based on credit worthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available.

Bay RIdge Consumer Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union. Membership required, $10.

No. of
PaymentsPayment

Amount
Financed

Higher Loan Amounts Available

$150*

$100*

$50*

41*

29*

23*

$5,000

$2,500

$1,000

$300*

$400*

$10,000

$15,000

41*

48*

BRANCH:
1609 Avenue Z, Brooklyn, NY 11235

Phone: 718-934-6809

MAIN OFFICE:
1750 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11214

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

BY COLIN MIXSON
Emmons Avenue cele-

brated the grand opening of 
its fi rst fl oating restaurant 
on Sunday, the Amberjack 
V. And if the locals have any-
thing to say about it, the new 
seafood eatery won’t raise 
anchor anytime soon.

“It’s perfect,” said 
Sheepshead Bay resident 
Monica Ciaramella. “I’m 
giving it a 10.”

The Amberjack V isn’t 
a new sight on the seaside 
strip — the 120-foot-long 
vessel has been part of the 
Plumb Beach fi shing fl eet 
for years.

During the chaos of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, Captain 
Vincent Ardolino used the 
charter fi shing boat as an im-
promptu evacuation ship. He 
made dozens of trips ferrying 
hundreds of scared, trapped 
New Yorkers out of Lower 
Manhattan to the outer bor-
oughs and New Jersey.

Now the Amberjack V 

has been refi tted as a dock-
side café serving Mediter-
ranean cuisine. The  locals 
rave about everything from 
the view to the food.

“I love the seafood,” said 
Ciaramella. “I think it was 
a great idea to turn the boat 
into a restaurant. The view 
of the channel is stupen-
dous, and it’s all very com-

fortable.”
Best of all, the luxury 

venue comes at economy 
prices.

“You think, ‘Oh, it’s a 
boat. It will be really expen-
sive,’ but it’s not,” said Cia-
ramella, who enjoyed a meal 
with her husband and son for 
a total of $61. “The prices are 
like a regular restaurant.”

The restaurant is partly 
owned by Metin Turan, 
who’s been operating Ana-
tolian Gyro, a Sheepshead 
Bay Road staple, for 19 years. 
Turan said he won’t be tak-
ing his new boat on many joy 
rides — for the most part it 
will stay docked in its berth 
at Pier 10. However, he will 
be offering party cruises 
at $70 a head, which cov-
ers a salad, appetizer, main 
course, and desert while the 
ship heads out to sea.

Now the only thing the 
restaurateur has to worry 
about is a rogue wave, and 
the chiding sceptics who say, 

since Hurricane Sandy a 
boat isn’t the safest of invest-
ments. Still, Turan thinks 
the risk will pay off.

“Nothing happened to the 
boat during the hurricane,” 

he said. “Anyway, there are 
no guarantees in life, but 
God willing, we’re going to 
do okay.”

Check out the AmberJack 
V at Pier 10 [2100 Emmons 

Ave. between Ocean Avenue 
and E. 21st Street in Sheep-
shead Bay, (718) 332-3200] 
Monday–Friday and Sun-
day, 11 am–11 pm, Saturday, 
11 am–midnight.

9–11 rescue boat is reborn as restaurant

COMING UP HOT: Waitress Alisa serves up some sizzling fi sh dishes on board the AmberJack V during 
its grand opening on Sunday. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Entrees on the sea

SUCCULENT SQUID: Monica 
Ciaramella enjoys some fried 
calamari and an octopus salad 
on Sunday, at Emmons Avenue’s 
newest fl oating restaurant. 
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta
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PULMONARY & SLEEP DISORDERS 

OF NEW YORK, P.C.

Accredited by American Academy Of Sleep Medicine
Our CPAP CLINIC is

One stop shop for all your sleep apnea needs
Your CPAP machine is your lifeline

Our Team Of Sleep Board Certifi ed 
Doctors, Registered Polysomnography 
Technicians, Nurses And Respiratory 

Therapists Are Here To Help

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT TODAY 
718-891-7800

We accept all types of medical insurance

2625 E 14th

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Bay Ridge’s Fourth Av-

enue once again became a 
scene of roadway carnage 
April 30 when a driver 
struck and killed an elderly 
woman crossing the thor-
oughfare.

At 10:39 am, a white 
Cadillac Escalade headed 
down 82nd Street, turned 
onto the corridor in the 
direction of Sunset Park 
— and rammed into an 
80-plus-year-old woman in 
the crosswalk.

The Fire Department 
said one of its ambulances 
brought the woman to Lu-
theran Medical Center, 
where she later died.

The driver remained 
at the scene and a police 
spokeswoman said an in-
vestigation is ongoing. But, 
she said they had no evi-
dence that the motorist was 
speeding or breaking any 
other traffi c laws.

Witnesses pointed out 
that the woman was already 
in the crosswalk when 
struck, and state law grants 
right of way to pedestrians 
over drivers when both 

have the light.
Liz Lauricella, who 

lives nearby did not wit-
ness the accident, said she 
recognized the Escalade 
and alleged that she fre-
quently sees it speeding 
down the block to catch 
the light.

“I’ve had that car stop 
just short of hitting me in 
the past,” Lauricella said

 Fourth Avenue has seen 
a rash of pedestrian acci-
dents this year . A federal 
study declared the thor-
oughfare the third most 

dangerous in Brooklyn.

The April 30 collision oc-
curred on the corridor that 
the city has targeted for a 
controversial makeover. The 
plan would strip away a driv-
ing lane in each direction be-
tween Ovington Avenue and 
84th Street, and create an el-
evated concrete island on the 
south side of the intersection 
with 86th Street.

The plan — which will go 
before Community Board 10 
in the next few months — hit 
opposition when unveiled at 
a March 21 forum.

UNSAFE CROSSING: The driver of this Cadillac Escalade killed an 
elderly woman crossing Fourth Avenue on April 30, sending her to 
Lutheran Hospital in critical condition. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Senior struck on 4th Avenue
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Start Here. Go Anywhere. 

877-NOW-BMCC www.bmcc.cuny.eduBO ROUGH  O F  M ANHAT TAN  C O MMUNIT Y  C O LLEGE 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Put ’em in coach — 

they’re ready to play!
More than 350 kids and 

parents marched in a pa-
rade Saturday to celebrate 
the opening day of little 
league baseball in Gra-
vesend. The parade — a 54-
year tradition for the ath-
letic program at Our Lady 
of Grace Church — goes 
from the church on Ave-
nue W between E. Second 
and E. Third Streets to the 

baseball fi eld at the corner 
of W. First Street and Gra-
vesend Neck Road.

The annual march was 
a rousing success thanks 
the bright, clear day and 
the the hard work of new 
organizer James Paolicelli, 
said Joe Leston, the ath-
letic program’s president. 

“We got great weather, 
and great new blood in the 
ranks,” he said.

Still, the program faces 
challenges going forward, 

both old — such as getting 
enough volunteers to coach 
the four leagues affi liated 
with the church — and 
new, fi xing the league’s 
baseball fi elds and equip-
ment at Shore Parkway 
and Shell Road, which suf-
fered more than $180,000 
worth of damage during 
Hurricane Sandy.

As he starts his fourth 
year running the program, 
Leston said nothing would 
stop the kids from playing 

ball so long as parents are 
willing to pitch in time or 
money. He knows what he’s 
talking about. Leston has 
been involved in Our Lady 
of Grace athletics since his 
own, now-grown, children 
started playing more than 
20 years ago. 

“You give back a little 
bit more than you got, and 
hopefully, if everybody 
follows that, you’ll end 
up with something better 
than before,” he said. 

THE WIND-UP: (Above) Anthony Gueli and Sienna Bocchino get 
ready to throw out the fi rst pitch. (Center) Some angels relax in 
the outfi eld. (Right) The pee-wees are on the march!  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Gravesend kids set to play ball
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MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE $100 OFF  
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT OF LASER SERVICES

LET’S GET READY FOR SUMMER!

WE OFFER THE TOP OF THE LINE  
HEALTHY WAYS TO LOSE INCHES & FAT
Lipo Laser Special - 50% OFF
Non-surgical Painless (9 Treatments Recommended)
Lose 3-5 inches off your waist & other areas

Special Weight Loss Program - 20% OFF
Doctor Supervised
Designed for your individual body
Lose up to 2 lbs a Day

SPRING SPECIALS
Laser Hair Removal - Underarm, Brazilian Bikini, Full Leg
$400 per treatment

3D Skin Rejunvination of the Face
$2,500 (A Savings of $1,500)
3 Titan Skin Tightening Treatments
3 IPL Sun Spot Removal Treatments
5 Laser Genesis Treatments

FREE CONSULTATION WITH DR. DiGIUSEPPI
Dr. James A. DiGiuseppi
Skin Beauty Laser Center

START 
NOW!

LASER HAIR REMOVAL
Upper Lip ................................. $50
Chin .......................................... $60
Under Arm ............................... $95
Brazilian Bikini .......................$175
Full Back ................................ $250
Full Legs ................................. $250
Full Face ................................. $160

LASER SERVICES
Full Face Titan ....................... $750
IPL-Full Face .......................... $250
Laser Genesis Full Face ......... $200
Vein Removal ........................ $200
Full Neck Skin Titan .............. $500
All prices are per session.

PROCEDURES
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Virtual Surgery means 

 of Brooklyn & Long Island
FREE consultation including 

Cutting edge 3D Cone Beam 

CT technology.  

Call & schedule this week to qualify 
for limited time promotion.

1636 E 14 Street Suite 123

Brooklyn, NY 11229

76 Spruce Street 

Cedarhurst, NY 11516

P: 718.376.9600 F: 718.376.4204

Implants 
starting at 
$120/mo

Live Holistic 

Includes: Complete History, Consultation, 
Thermal Image Study & X-Rays (if necessary)

Dr. Vincent Adamo
718-921-5483

446 Bay Ridge Pkwy., Brooklyn, NY 11209
www.liveholistic.net

AFFORDABLE 

RATES FOR ALL 

MILITARY
AFFORDABLE 

RATES FOR ALL 

MILITARY
AFFORDABLE 

RATES FOR ALL 

MILITARY

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A man was shot on 

Fifth Avenue last Wednes-
day along the corridor 
where  politicians are de-
manding police surveil-
lance cameras  to combat 
drug dealing.

Police say that the 
34-year-old victim and his 
shooter got into a dispute 
near the corner of 69th 
Street around 7:40 pm. 
The victim began to walk 
off, but the shooter called 
after him, and told the 
other man to come back 
and follow him. The two 
were heading toward 68th 
Street when the shooter 
punched the victim in the 
face. The victim punched 
back, and the assailant 
pulled a gun.

Security cameras from 
nearby Fifth Avenue Wire-
less and Travel Agency 
show the victim jumping 
behind a nearby car, but 
the trigger-happy attacker 
squeezed off a shot that hit 

the victim in the leg. The 
gun-toting thug fl ed the 
scene.

Ali Abdul, an employee 
at Fifth Avenue Wireless 
and Travel Agency, said 
he heard the shot and ran 
out of his store to see the 
victim bleeding on the 
street.

“We all heard it, but no-
body saw it happen. We all 
went outside and saw him 
on the ground,” said Abdul.

Abdul said he didn’t rec-
ognize the man, but over-
heard him say that he lived 
around the corner on 69th 
Street.

Residents of the blocks 
just off Fifth Avenue 
between 69th and 75th 
streets have long com-
plained of  thuggish drug-
dealers plying their trade 
on the corners , and some 
 neighbors are attempting 
to organize a civilian pa-
trol  to break up the illicit 
trafficking. 

Community Board 10, 

Councilman Vincent Gen-
tile (D–Bay Ridge), and 
state Sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge) are push-
ing to have the NYPD 
put at least one surveil-
lance camera on the thor-
oughfare to help identify 
and eliminate dealers, 
though the police depart-
ment could not give a time 
frame for when the video 
recorder will arrive.

Abdul said he approved 
of the plan to bring the cor-
ridor under the watchful 
eye of the police.

“I think that would be a 
good idea, so this won’t hap-
pen again,” said Abdul.

WATCHFUL EYE: Bay Ridge 
residents want the NYPD to in-
stall a surveillance camera to 
keep watch over Fifth Avenue, 
where a shooting took place 
this week. 

Shooting on 
Fifth Avenue
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Lhota also attacked 
zoning initiatives that re-
designated many of New 
York’s former manufactur-
ing zones as residential ar-
eas — and created housing 
for thousands of hipsters in 
neighborhoods such as Wil-
liamsburg and Bushwick. 
He argued that the new 
building rules discourage 
factories from opening in 
the city.

“There was a vision that 
manufacturing was never 
coming back, and we now 
see that view was incor-
rect,” said Lhota, singling 
out the Greenpoint water-
front as one location that 
should be at least partially 
turned back into an indus-
trial area.

The former Giuliani 
Administration deputy 
mayor slammed the inva-
sion of high-end food trucks 
that he claimed clog major 
thoroughfares while ap-
pealing to social media-
savvy young people with 
epicurean tastes. He said he 
would support regulations 

limiting where the vehicles 
can park.

“They send you a Tweet 
and let you know what cor-
ner they’ll be at. It’s part of 
their business model,” said 
Lhota. “They’re parked all 
over the streets, on every 
corner of the city, and they 
cause congestion.”

Lhota also criticized 
the way the Department of 
Transportation has painted 
bike lanes without regard for 
the needs of police cars, fi re 
trucks, and ambulances.

“The coordination with 
the different agencies has 
been horrifi c,” said Lhota.

He then complained 
about the thoughtless place-
ment of the new BikeShare 
racks, noting that one of the 
two-wheeler depots now sits 
directly in front of the en-
trance to the Clark Street 
subway stop.

“Those bikes are going 
to be in the way. God forbid 
the Fire Department has to 
get into that station,” said 
Lhota.

The candidate’s com-
ments drew criticism from 
hip Brooklyn merchants.

Donna Brady, who for-
merly repaired and sold 

classic typewriters at the 
famous Brooklyn Flea, 
claimed the old-school 
writing devices are still 
useful for filling out 
forms.

“There are some things 
that a typewriter can do 
more effi ciently than a com-
puter,” said Brady.

And Ben Van Leeuwen, 
co-founder of Van Leeu-
wen’s Artisanal Ice Cream 
— whose truck is a main-
stay on Bedford Avenue 
during the summer — dis-
missed Lhota’s claim that 
wheeled vendors create 
traffi c jams.

“I just don’t think the 
less than 1,000 trucks in 
a city this big cause that 
much congestion,” argued 
Van Leeuwen. ““New York 
is one of the world’s most 
bustling cities, there’s go-
ing to be congestion.”

Lhota did concede that 
bike lanes — like the people 
who support them — aren’t 
going anywhere.

“I agree that bike lanes 
are here to stay,” said Lhota. 
“If you look at the young 
people in this city, who are 
going to continue to grow, 
they like bicycles.”

Continued from cover

Lhota
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THE WOUND HEALING CENTER
of the Vascular Institute of New York 

Established in 1992

Dr. Enrico Ascher is One of the Pioneers in  
Opening the First Wound Care Center in New York

Diabetic Ulcers

Wounds with Swollen Legs

Venous Ulcers

Discoloration in Legs

Vericose Veins

www.VascularNYC.com

Enrico Ascher, M.D. Anil Hingorani, M.D.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
This is one educational 

fast track you don’t want 
your kids to be on!

Offi cials at schools 
near 65th Street in Dyker 
Heights say speed-demon 
motorists burning up the 
thoroughfare leave them 
trembling every morning 
and dismissal — even dur-
ing fi re drills.

“We’re scared,” said As-
sistant Principal Bill Nicoll 
of Christa McCauliffe In-
termediate School on 65th 
Street between 10th and 
11th avenues. “You’ve got 
trucks fl ying by, you’ve got 
people making U-turns, and 
you’ve got people running 
the light.”

Nicoll said cars have 
struck two Christa McCau-
liffe students in the past 
year and a half, though 
neither was  a fatality. The 
aggressive driving doesn’t 
even let up on the rare oc-
casions when students must 
exit through the front of the 
building during a fi re drill. 

“You’ll have people who 
can tell we’re having a fi re 

drill, and they’re beeping 
the horn at us, yelling, ‘Hey, 
get out of the way’,” Nicoll 
said. 

Jayne Marie Capatena-
kis, Principal of Vincent D. 
Grippo Elementary School 
at the corner of 64th Street 

and Ninth Avenue and a 
member of Community 
Board 10, says her students 
have to contend with wild 
drivers turning from 65th 
Street during practice evac-
uations.

“Fire drills are insane,” 

said Capatena-
kis. “Some-
times people 
swing around to 
give themselves 
a shortcut, and 
we’re having a 
fi re drill.”

Despite the 
crossing guard 
at Ninth Av-
enue, Capat-
enakis shares 
Nicoll’s fears 
for students on 
their way to and 
from school. 
Although no 
Grippo stu-
dents have 
been struck, 
C a p a t e n a k i s 
said a former 
pupil lost a foot 
in a collision 
with a vehicle 

at 65th Street and Fort 
Hamilton Parkway several 
years ago. 

Because it’s a middle 
school, McCauliffe is  not 
eligible for crossing guards, 
but, Nicoll has asked the 
Department of Transporta-

tion to install “No U-turn” 
signs, speed bumps, fl ash-
ing lights, and a four-way 
stop near his school to deter 
dangerous habits. 

So far, he has gotten no 
results.

“What we get is they’re 
‘doing studies.’ A study does 
me no good,” Nicoll said. “I 
know we don’t want to dis-
rupt the fl ow of traffi c, but 
I think that’s a small price 
to pay for saving a kid’s life 
someday.”

Susan Thomas, mother 
of a Christa McCauliffe stu-
dent, agreed.

“On a daily basis, you 
are on that corner and you 
hold your breath,” Thomas 
said. “This shouldn’t be 
such a diffi cult issue.”

CB10 district manager 
Josephine Beckmann said 
she has received numerous 
complaints from parents, 
teachers, and residents 
about speeding along 65th 
Street. The board has asked 
the city to consider intro-
ducing safety measures.

“That continues to be 
a very busy, very diffi cult 

street to cross,” said Beck-
mann.

A Department of Trans-
portation spokesman said 
the agency was looking at 
the roadway between Ninth 
and 13th avenues, and 
weighing treatments like 
repainting the lanes and 
creating left turn bays to 
improve safety.

State Sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Dyker Heights) has been  
slammed in recent months 
for opposing a pilot pro-
gram that would bring as 
many as 40 speed cameras   
to  school zones around the 
city . 

These cameras snap pho-
tos of the license plates of 
scoffl aws driving over the 
speed limit and automati-
cally mail the tickets to the 
vehicle owners. 

Golden has, instead, pro-
posed putting the brakes 
on speed freaks by reduc-
ing the speed limit near the 
schools to 20 miles an hour, 
hiring more police offi cers, 
and installing new traffi c 
lights, speed bumps, and 
stop signs.

GUARDED CROSSING: I.S. 187 Principal Justin Berman cautions students trying 
to cross 65th Street. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

School calls for car slow-down on 65th Street


