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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
The borough’s famous 

gay pride celebration has 
changed course this year 
to go straight down Park 
Slope’s booming Fifth Av-
enue.

After years of holding it 
along Prospect Park West, 
Brooklyn Pride is moving its 
17th annual rainbow-fi lled 

extravaganza celebrating 
the borough’s lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender 
communities to the trendy 
thoroughfare this June. 

Brooklyn Pride’s Jerry 
Allred said that the  contro-
versial Prospect Park West 
two-way bike lane  was one of 
the reasons for moving over 
four avenues to Fifth Avenue, 

claiming that since its instal-
lation, vendors were having a 
diffi cult time setting up shop 
from Ninth Street to 15th 
Street. In addition, he said, 
the Fifth Avenue Business 
Improvement District has 
been wanting the festival to 
move to the busy thorough-
fare for years.

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The Geraldo tree lives again. 
Six months after a tree planted 

by television’s Geraldo Rivera 
was ripped from the ground by 
Hurricane Sandy, the Fox news 
star returned to his boyhood 

neighborhood 
to plant a new 
spruce.

Rivera do-
nated $1,800 
to the city’s 
Million Trees 
NYC program 
to cover the 
cost of plant-
ing a replace-
ment tree in 
the same spot, 
near the dog 
run at McCa-
rren Park. 

“When I 
heard this tree 
in my home-
boy park had 
fallen and that 

the kids were devastated by its 
demise, I couldn’t wait to get it 
back up and get it growing,” said 
Rivera, before he shoveled soil of 

BY JAIME LUTZ
Finally! An app about 

the Brooklyn Bridge built 
by a descendant of the 
builders of the Brooklyn 
Bridge!

The great-great grand-
son of the husband-and-
wife team that led the con-
struction of the Brooklyn 
Bridge has joined with his 

wife to build a smartphone 
app that tells the story of 
Brooklyn’s most iconic 
structure from the time it 
was conceived until today.

Kristian Roebling has 
teamed with his wife to 
design “Roebling’s Brook-
lyn Bridge Tour,” which 
is available for $1.99 in 

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 12Continued on page 13

Demand ‘affordable’ units 
in new mega-condo towers

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The city has broken its prom-

ise to bring affordable housing 
to Greenpoint and Williamsburg 
and is letting developers run 
roughshod over the neighbor-
hoods, pushing out the working 
class in the process, claimed more 
than 150 protesters rallying out-
side East River State Park last 
Wednesday night.

The group, which gathered 
along now upscale Kent Avenue, 
said thousands of poorer residents 

have been priced out of the rapidly 
gentrifying neighborhoods dur-
ing the past decade in the wake 
of a rezoning of the waterfront 
that allowed condominium tow-
ers to rise up, but also promised 
more parks and guaranteed so-
called “affordable housing” — two 
things residents now say the city 
lied about.

“It’s a shame that we’re out 
here trying to get the city to give 
us what they promised,” said pro-

Continued on page 9
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COURSE CHANGE: The 
Brooklyn Pride festival  is 
moving to Fifth Avenue.

Hot dog! Coney’s back
Little Veronica Thomas enjoys her fi rst hot dog of the summer during 
Coney Island’s opening weekend. For more, see page 12. 
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Apping the Bridge

Geraldo’s 
tree lives 

again CITY LIED 
ABOUT 

HOUSING

Pride fest moves to Fifth

GREENPOINTERS CRY:

NEW LIFE: Geraldo 
with his shovel.
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718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

Air & Land PackagesMotorcoach Tours & Charters

Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 250 tours to choose from

 Cape May, Philadelphia & Newport
 Penn Dutch Amish Tour
 Maine, New Hampshire & Vermont
 Montreal, Quebec, Niagara Falls,

   1000 Islands, Ottawa & Toronto
 Finger Lakes, Cooperstown
 Cape Cod & Martha’s Vineyard
 Lobster & Crab Feasts
 Lake George, West Point, Buffalo
 Baltimore, Chicago, Cleveland
 Casinos, Theatres & Shopping
 Sight & Sound Theatres
 Gettysburg, Montauk, Boston

L & M Tours
6812 3rd Ave Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
www.lmtours.net
info@lmtours.net

Need A Getaway?

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
The controversial Great 

GoogaMooga music festival 
left a horrible GoogaMark 
on Brooklyn’s backyard for 
the second year in a row, 
say Prospect Park watch-
dogs who claim that May 
17 and 18’s party severely 
damaged the greenspace’s 
Nethermead.

The fi eld is now home 
to muddied ruts, bare 
swatches of dirt, tire-track 
depressions brought in 
from tractor-trailers to 
load and unload equipment, 
and large, yellowed rectan-
gular impressions on the 
grass caused by the heavy 
hardware that sat atop it 
for nearly two weeks dur-
ing the time that the huge 
meadow was closed to the 
public. 

“What I saw was old 
damage, new damage and 
an accumulation of both,” 
said Prospect-Lefferts 
Gardens resident Seth 
Kaplan, who had  feared 
that the second coming of 
the music and foodie fest 
would leave the park in 
ruins . “I have lived next 
to the park for almost 15 
years and this is the worst 
shape I have ever seen the 
Nethermead.” 

The destruction came 
despite the fact that the 
“rain-or-shine” event was 
shortened by one day due 
to inclement weather, say 
activists who said just two 
days was enough to get the 

damage done.
“It’s only going to get 

worse because of the rain,” 
said Geoffrey Croft, presi-
dent of the New York City 
Park Advocates, who 
claimed that the wreckage 
offsets the $75,000 rental 
fee that goes to the Prospect 
Park Alliance, which man-
ages the park. “It’s just not 
worth it.” 

Organizers recently fi n-
ished packing up after the 
festival that boasted food 
stands from 85 New York 
restaurants and musical 
performances from an ar-
ray of big-time bands even 
though, as of last Thursday, 
some trucks were still left 
on the park’s drive. 

The Alliance, which 
brought in GoogaMooga 
to generate funds for the 
park’s upkeep and pro-

grams, said that it is in the 
process of photographing 
and documenting the dam-
ages caused by the extrava-
ganza, which was sponsored 
by the promoter Superfl y 
Presents. 

“Now that Superfl y has 
almost completed their 
event load-out, we have be-
gun our initial landscape 
assessment,” said a spokes-
man for the Alliance. 
“Working closely with Su-
perfl y over the next week, 
we will develop a plan to ad-
dress the damage.” 

Superfl y organizers 
said that they will pay to 
fi x whatever damage was 
done.  

“It’s a top priority of Su-
perfl y’s to restore the park 
from any damage caused by 
the festival,” said a Superfl y 
representative. 

POST-GOOGA: The Great GoogaMooga, a massive music and food 
fest held in Prospect Park, wrecked some of the land when it came 
to the greenspace on May 17 and 18. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Activists: ‘Mooga’ 
destroyed park

PACKING UP: As workers started to pick up the pieces from the Great GoogaMooga the damages 
became noticeable. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY JAIME LUTZ
The bikes hit the streets 

on May 27, and already 
Brooklyn Heights condo 
owners have declared the so-
called “CitiBike” program a 
disaster.

The plan to bring rental 
bicycles to city streets and 
sidewalks in Brownstone 
Brooklyn is being met with 
a collective scream from 
residents who are fi ling law-
suits, crying injustice, and, 
in some cases, vandaliz-
ing the Citibank-sponsored 
parking bays that some say 
are a danger to the public.

“The whole thing is 
just ridiculous,” said Keith 
Klein, a resident of 140 Cad-
man Plaza West, which had 
racks placed outside its front 
entrance. “In this particular 
part of Brooklyn Heights, 
there are so many parts 
that would have made more 
sense.”

Klein wondered why the 
bikes couldn’t have been 
placed in Cadman Plaza 
Park, away from the resi-
dence. In mid-May, the build-
ing met with a representative 
of Councilman Steve Levin 
to complain about the issue, 
asking why they hadn’t been 
consulted about the rack 
placement, even though he 
claimed residents had been 
promised they would be kept 
in the loop.

“We were told that there 
was extensive community 
outreach prior to placement 
of each CitiBike station,” 
he said in an e-mail. “Fact 
is, not one person on our 
Board of Directors or any 
staff member of our building 
or building’s management 
company knew anything 
about this until the day the 
racks appeared.”

That seems to have been 
the city’s mode of operation. 
Our sister publication, the 
New York Post,  reported this 
week  that the city told com-
munity boards not to hold a 
vote on the CitiBike instal-
lations.

To keep the insults roll-
ing, Klein said that the in-
stallation wasn’t just un-

sightly — it was dangerous.
“Our argument about 

the placement of this instal-
lation is that it blocks ac-
cess to the main door of the 
building, not just from a cab 
when you have luggage, or 
your car when you are un-
loading shopping bags, but it 
also blocks access for emer-
gency vehicles,” he said. 
“This is a critical situation 
and rather shocking that no 
one thought it through. It is 

now necessary to walk all 
the way to the corner to get 
through.”

Those who live in Cad-
man Plaza West aren’t the 
only Brooklyn Heights resi-
dents upset with where the 
city put the racks.

Residents of 150 Jora-
lemon St. have  sued the city  
over the racks’ placement 
there, claiming they get in 
the way during garbage col-
lection.

CITIBIKES HIT THE STREETS

BY COLIN MIXSON
Many car-loving South-

ern Brooklyn residents are 
breathing a collective sigh 
of relief because they’re 
being spared the wrath of 
the so-called “CitiBike” 
bike-rental program that 
is driving many Downtown 
Brooklynites nuts.

None of the controver-
sial CitiBank-sponsored 
docking bays for the man-
powered vehicles that were 
fi lled on May 27 across 
Downtown are coming to 
the less bike-friendly streets 
of Marine Park, Mill Basin, 
Sheepshead Bay, Benson-
hurst, and Bay Ridge. In 
fact, according to the bike 
station map on CitiBike’s 
website, Atlantic Avenue 
will be the rental bikes’ 
proverbial  38th Parallel,  
with no stations scheduled 
to cross beneath it.

And that’s just the way 
some Southern Brook-
lynites like it.

“I always say, Lance 
Armstrong does not live in 

Coney Island,” said Chuck 
Reichenthal, the district 
manager of Community 
Board 13 in Coney Island. 
“As a means of alternative 
transportation, I don’t see 
people from Brighton or 
Coney hopping on a bike 
and going over the Brook-
lyn Bridge to get to work in 
Manhattan.”

Car advocates in the 
Community Board 18 area, 
which covers Marine Park, 

Mill Basin, Canarsie, and 
Flatbush, have long grum-
bled about the effect bikes 
have on road safety, claim-
ing that many two-wheel-
ers don’t know the rules of 
the road.

“If you drive and use a 
car, you know the bicyclists 
have no code,” said Commu-
nity Board 18 district man-
ager Dorothy Turano. “They 
don’t stop at lights or signs.”

And if the laws of supply 

and demand are any indica-
tion, it’s clear that the peo-
ple living in the area are 
not interested in riding or 
buying bikes, according to 
Turano.

“There aren’t even bike 
places around here,” she 
said. “If the neighborhood 
doesn’t call for bike shops, 
that’s an indication that it 
doesn’t need bikes.”

But not every person liv-
ing in Southern Brooklyn 

is against bikes. 
Bay Ridge resident Bob 

Cassara, who  claims he was 
booted from Community 
Board 10 for supporting a 
bike lane on 75th Street , 
says he’d love to see bike 
rentals come to his neck 
of the woods — but thinks 
many of his neighbors don’t 
agree with him.

“I absolutely would love 
to see it in Bay Ridge, but 
I don’t think it’s realistic 
to think it’s going to be in 
Bay Ridge anytime soon,” 
he said. “They’re going to 
put it in places of high den-
sity and need, not in places 
where you’re going to run 
into opposition, like Bay 
Ridge.”

Not surprisingly, Ridge 
resident Allen Brotnick, 
who once  lobbied the city 
for his own personal park-
ing space on a city street , 
thinks more bikes on the 
street is a bad idea.

“They have f----- traffi c 
up so bad it’s unbelievable,” 
he said.

ON THE ROAD: A rider takes advantage of a CitiBike rental (above), but some Brooklyn Heights condo 
owners weren’t thrilled with parking bays outside their residences (left). 

Southern Brooklyn dodges the CitiBike bullet

DIFFERING OPINIONS: (Left) Bay Ridge car advocate Allen Bortnick is breathing a sigh of relief that 
there are no plans to bring CitiBike rentals to his neighborhood — yet. (Right) Ridge bike advocate Bob 
Cassara, however, would like to see CitiBike rentals come to town. File photos

Brooklyn Heights declares program 
a disaster before it even starts
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Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

We call our office State-
of-the-Art Dentistry 
because we keep 

our technology and 
techniques up-to-date 
to provide you the best 
experience possible. We 
accommodate families 
of all ages with strict 

sterilization techniques.

718.339.7878

Your smile is our priority.

PROVIDING QUALITY, AFFORDABLE CARE

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection 
of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 

www.pregnancyforlifenyc.org

you can
change a

child’s future.
BY COLIN MIXSON

The Plumb Beach bike 
path will close this week 
for up to seven months so 
that the Army Corps of En-
gineers can fi nish its criti-
cal project to shore up the 
beach against erosion and 
prevent the Belt Parkway 
from slipping into the At-
lantic Ocean.

“We had originally 
hoped that we would be 
able to maintain a detour 
for the bikers, while carry-
ing out this coastal storm 
risk reduction work,” said 
a spokesman for the Army 
Corps of Engineers. “But 
it’s become clear, that in or-
der to maintain safety, we 
had to close the bike path.”

The Army is currently 
overseeing contractors 
that are erecting sand 
dunes, walls, and coastal 
jetties to protect the beach 
and Belt Parkway against 
erosion in the event of fu-
ture storms.

The bike path suf-
fered damage from Hur-
ricane Sandy and previ-
ous nor’easters. It was 
originally planned to re-
main open with a detour 
through the Plumb Beach 
parking lot, which is lo-
cated off the Belt Parkway 
between exits 9 and 10.

“Work on site has got-
ten closer to the detour we 
created in the parking lot,” 
said the spokesman. 

“There’s now an inad-
equate amount of room in 

a small area to keep pedes-
trians and bikers a safe dis-
tance from construction.”

The Army wouldn’t 
specify when the path will 
close this week. It said the 
closure depended on when 
contractors begin the fi nal 
phase of the project, which 
involves pumping sand 

from the ocean fl oor and 
dumping it onto the berm, 
or the land-ward edge of the 
beach.

Once closed, the bike 
path will remain off lim-
its to civilian traffi c until 
sometime in December, 
when the project is sched-
uled for completion.

Army Corps’s erosion project too close to detour

Plumb Beach 
bike path to close 

CLOSING FOR NOW: The Plumb Beach bike path will close for up 
to seven months so that the Army Corps of Engineers can fi nish its 
critical anti-erosion project. Photo by Stefano Giovannini



J
UNE 2, 2013, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

5

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
There’s no question 

which borough best remem-
bers its soldiers — just look 
for which one has the lon-
gest-running Memorial Day 
Parade.

The nation’s oldest cav-
alcade honoring fallen ser-
vicemen marched for the 
146th time on May 27, just 
blocks away from where the 
British invaded the Nar-

rows in 1776 and started the 
fi rst major battle of the Rev-
olutionary War.

Onlookers thronged the 
sidewalks along the parade 
route, which began at the 
corner of 87th Street and 
Third Avenue, and ended 
in Cannonball Park at 101st 
Street and Fourth Avenue. 
Many in the crowd were 
veterans, who said they 
found the patriotism in the 

audience inspiring, but the 
procession brought back 
painful memories of lost 
brothers-in-arms.

“I’m happy to see the 
people out, and to share 
their appreciation for those 
who have given their lives 
for freedom,” said Carlton 
Garrett, a Marine Corps 
veteran of the Vietnam 
War, who traveled to Bay 
Ridge from his home in 

Crown Heights to watch the 
parade.

The stars of the show 
were the veterans — rang-
ing from World War II 
through Afghanistan — 
who marched or rode in 
cars. The retired warriors 
said they felt honored to 
take part in the parade, but 
argued that the true heroes 
were those who died in ser-
vice to their country.

SALUTE TO ALL VETERANS: (Above) World War II veteran Vladimir 
Edelman, 91, was one of many former servicemen who came to the 
Memorial Day Parade in Bay Ridge on May 27. (Center) Representa-
tives from every branch of the armed forces marched in the pa-
rade. (Right) Singers from the United Service Organization rode in 
the parade, then showed off their vocal talents in Cannonball Park.
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

Parade salutes Bklyn’s war heroes
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* Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. 
Rates are based on credit worthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available.

Bay RIdge Consumer Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union. Membership required, $10.

No. of
PaymentsPayment

Amount
Financed

Higher Loan Amounts Available

$150*

$100*

$50*

41*

29*

23*

$5,000

$2,500

$1,000

$300*

$400*

$10,000

$15,000

41*

48*

BRANCH:
1609 Avenue Z, Brooklyn, NY 11235

Phone: 718-934-6809

MAIN OFFICE:
1750 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11214

Virtual Surgery means 

 of Brooklyn & Long Island

FREE consultation including 
Cutting edge 3D Cone Beam 

CT technology.  
Call & schedule this week to qualify 

for limited time promotion.

1636 E 14 Street Suite 123
Brooklyn, NY 11229

76 Spruce Street 
Cedarhurst, NY 11516

P: 347.535.5098

Implants 
starting at 
$120/mo

Robert J. Mikhli, DDS

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
A beloved Depression-

era tanker that is used as 
an arts space celebrated 
its 75th birthday last week, 
when those that have loved 
her from afar fi nally got a 
chance to get inside.

The Mary A. Whalen, a 
613-ton, 172-foot-long vessel 
was opened to the public 
for the fi rst time in nearly 
three years for a special 
party on May 21, the same 
day that it was launched in 
1938. 

“We’re really thrilled 
that the ship was able to be 
accessible,” said Carolina 

Salguero, the director of 
PortSide NewYork, a mari-
time education group that 
has been headquartered 
on the tanker since 2007. 
Salguero is responsible 
for turning the vessel into 
an education and cultural 
center. PortSide sponsored 
the celebration. 

The ship, which spent 
most of its career deliver-
ing fuel to other boats up 
and down the East Coast, 
was taken out service in 
1993. It’s usually docked at 
the Red Hook container ter-
minal, but because the ter-
minal is an active shipping 

port, federal security regu-
lations limit the amount of 
people who can visit it. 

For the tanker’s im-
promptu birthday bash, 
the ship was able to secure 
a position at Pier 11 on the 
Atlantic Basin, before be-
ing towed back to the con-
tainer port. 

Dozens of boat lovers, 
neighbors, former crew 
members, parrots, and, 
of course, shirtless male 
dancers, boarded the ves-
sel to commemorate one of 
the few remaining symbols 
of Red Hook’s once-thriv-
ing maritime past.  

Visitors received birth-
day cake and were able to 
roam the historic tanker. 
Its big, semi-circular gal-
ley is equipped with a cast 
iron, diesel-burning stove, 
patented in 1918, and a 
wood-paneled freezer and 
refrigerator. 

“There’s a lot of antique 
stuff,” said Salguero, who 
bought the ship in 2006 for 
$16,500. “She’s an old noble 
boat — there’s something 
special about her.” 

The Whalen is listed on 
the National Register of 
Historic Places and consid-

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, TANKER: (Left) Carolina Salguero hosted a 
party for the oil tanker dubbed the Mary A. Whalen, which celebrat-
ed its 75th birthday on May 21. (Center) Maya Degnemark, Amelia 
Walsh, Leo Walsh, and Millen Degnemark came out to celebrate. 
(Above) The deck of the Mary A. Whalen.  Photos by Gabriela Arp

Boat’s b-day bash lets admirers inside

Continued on page 11
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Dig out your sombrero 
from the back of the closet.           

It’s “Fiesta Friday” at 
Casa Pepe Mexican and 
Spanish Restaurant — and 
you’re invited to the party.

Every Friday, from 4 to 
7 pm, enjoy half price appe-
tizers such as guacamole, 
nachos, chicken wings, and 
mussels.

Watch as the guacamole 
is prepared before your eyes: 
the soft avocado is scooped 
from its skin and placed in-
side the traditional, Mexi-
can footed-bowl called a mo-
cajete. Chopped tomato is 
sprinkled into the bowl, as 
is fresh cilantro, tomatoes, 
onions, jalapenos, and fresh-
squeezed lime, the server 
adding or subtracting ingre-
dients as you desire. Scoop 
up the dip with Casa Pepe’s 
colorful green, black, yellow, 
and red tortilla chips. Order 
a margarita from the bar, 
and you’re off to the start of 
a great weekend.

Try one of the organic 
margaritas — fresh-squeezed 
limes and oranges are added 
to tequila and triple sec, just 
as is in Mexico. Casa Pepe 
knows how to make a mar-
garita that’s muy bien, as it 
has been doing so since 1980. 
Likewise, you can enjoy a tall 
glass of sensational sangria, 
swimming with bite-sized 
bits of oranges and apples.

Opt to dine in the main 
area, where stucco walls are 
decorated with Spanish ar-
tifacts and paintings, remi-
niscent of Spain itself. Here, 
lighting is subtle, providing 
for a more intimate dining 
experience. Towards the 
back of the restaurant, in the 
garden room, it’s brighter. A 
glass wall overlooks an out-
door garden, and guests can 
dine in this natural setting 
when the weather is warm. 

Casa Pepe’s menu is com-
prised of Spanish and Mexi-
can favorites, so bring all of 
your amigos because there’s 
something everyone can 
enjoy. Start with tapas like 
gambas al ajillo — shrimp 
sauteed with garlic, virgin 
olive oil and white wine, 
served still sizzling. 

Nibble on chorizo Espanol 
— tasty, grilled Spanish sau-
sage. Also enjoy mejillones 
veracruzanos — Prince Is-

land mussels, cooked with 
parsley, garlic, tomatoes, ol-
ives, and capers.  

One of the outstanding 
main courses is zarzuella 
de mariscos. With this dish, 

you get to feast on all of the 
treasures of the sea — Maine 
lobster, little neck clams, 
mussels, shrimp, calamari, 
and salmon, cooked in a 
tasty broth. It’s a generous 

portion, presented on a fes-
tive orange plate, and served 
with a side of yellow rice 
that’s sprinkled with green 
peas and red peppers.

Another favorite is the 

pollo mar y monte — a ten-
der breast of rolled chicken 
that has been stuffed with 
Chihuahua cheese and gulf 
shrimp. It’s brought to the 
table inside a small black 

pan, steaming with juices, a 
wonderful blend of flavors. 
This, too, is served with a 
side of rice.

Perhaps paella is the 
most classic of all Spanish 
meals. It’s a rice dish, whose 
origins are traced to Valen-
cia, Spain. Traditionally, 
paella was cooked outdoors, 
over an open flame, and 
whatever was on hand — 
seafood, chicken, rabbit, and 
vegetables — would be added 
to the rice, simmering it over 
a low heat, creating a one-pot 
meal. At Casa Pepe, paella 
Valenciana is prepared with 
little neck clams, shrimp, 
mussels, chicken and Span-
ish chorizo, simmered with 
saffron rice. There’s also 
paella marinera, which con-
tains seafood only. 

For dessert, enjoy flan 
al caramelo, a Spanish cus-
tard, chocolate mousse, or 
Spanish creme brulee. A cus-
tomer favorite is helado frito 
Casa Pepe — tri-flavored ice 
cream, stuffed with almonds 
and cherries, then flash-fried 
with caramel. It’s the Span-
ish version of the tartufo.  

Mexican coffee, cap-
puccino, and special cof-
fee drinks with liquor, are 
wonderful ways to cap a fine 
meal.

The bar area is a great 
place to linger. Join the fun 
on Saturdays, from 10 pm to 
midnight when Happy Hour 
means toasting the weekend 
with $4 beer and $5 margari-
tas, sangrias, and daiquiris. 

A Sunday brunch is 
served from noon to 4 pm, 
and starts with a cocktail. 
It’s all a very reasonable 
$12.50. 

Should wish you to have 
your own private fiesta, 
Casa Pepe welcomes bridal 
showers, intimate weddings, 
rehearsal dinners, chris-
tenings, and corporate func-
tions. Up to 125 guests can be 
accommodated. 

Casa Pepe Spanish and 
Mexican Cuisine [114 Bay 
Ridge Ave. between Colonial 
Road and Narrows Avenue 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 833–8865, 
www.CasaPepe.com]. Open 
Mondays through Thursdays; 
4–11 pm; Fridays, 4–mid-
night; Saturdays, noon–mid-
night; and Sundays, noon–11 
pm.

B R O O K LY N  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Get a taste of Spain at Casa Pepe in Bay Ridge
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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testor Debra Medina. “There 
are more and more buildings 
and there’s no communica-
tion with the people.” 

Only 19 of the 1,345 “af-
fordable” apartments the 
city promised in 2005 when 
it rezoned the North Brook-
lyn waterfront to residential 
from manufacturing have 
been built, according to Jan 
Petersen, a member of Com-
munity Board 1, and that 
has forced lower-income res-
idents to move away.

“This community has lost 
10,000 Latino residents in the 
past 10 years,” claimed Anto-
nio Reynoso, who is running 
against Vito Lopez for the 
34th district council seat. 
“That is unacceptable.”

Calls to the Department 
of Housing Preservation 
and Development to confi rm 
those numbers were not an-
swered by press time.

Some Greenpoint resi-
dents have been roiling in 
recent weeks since two de-
velopers unveiled plans for 
more  luxury condo towers 
on the north end of the wa-
terfront .

The developer Park 
Tower Group wants to build 
“Greenpoint Landing,” a 
10-tower development with 
up to 5,500 units on New-
town Creek. Meanwhile, the 
Chetrit Group is planning a 
30-story tower at 77 Commer-
cial St. between Manhattan 
and Franklin avenues, that 
would rise next to the site 
of a proposed city park that 
has been stalled for years, 
and some worry may never 
be built.

Residents added that de-
velopers should consider 
footing the bill for the park 
if they wanted to get back 
into the community’s good 

graces.
“If Park Towers were 

really good people, they’d 
say ‘We’ll give you afford-
able housing and the open 
space,’ ” said Community 
Board 1 chairman Chris 
Olechowski. “They’d do 
something for the commu-
nity for a change and make 
themselves a good name.”

Residents see the explo-
sive development along the 
Greenpoint waterfront — 
combined with  Two Trees 
Management’s plan for 
2,284 apartments proposed 
for and around the Domino 
Sugar factory in Williams-
burg  — as further proof that 
the city cares more about 
turning the neighborhoods 
into high-end urban wonder-
lands than taking care of the 
people who have lived there 
for years. 

Some of those residents 
say that all the new devel-
opment is forcing old-school 
landlords to reevaluate how 
much they can get for their 
old-school apartments.

“[My landlord] has tried 
for a long time to get me out,” 
said Maria Ramos, 71, who 
has lived in a rent-stabilized 
apartment on Green Street 
for 30 years. “She wants 
someone with more money.”

Continued from cover

Housing

the evergreen. 
The blue spruce fell 

during Hurricane Sandy, 
and tree afi cionados la-
mented the death of what 
was known to a few as the 
“Geraldo tree.” But no one 
could  prove for sure that 
Rivera was truly involved 
in the planting of that 
tree . 

It turns out that he 
was. 

Rivera said that he 
donated the money and 
planted the fi rst tree some-
time in the early 1990s, 
just as the city was re-
viving the park — one he 

said was a place you didn’t 
want to visit when he was 
a kid.

“Williamsburg has 
changed so much for the 
better,” said Rivera, 69. 
“McCarren Park was such 
a wasteland for much of 
my young adulthood. You 
wouldn’t dare walk in 
here.”

That was before the 
Parks Department started 
its arboreal program. 
Since 2007, the city claims 
it has planted more than 
700,000 trees, includ-
ing more than 144,000 in 
Brooklyn.

Born in Manhattan 
in 1943, Rivera and his 
parents moved to Marcy 
Avenue a year later. He 

attended PS 19 before mov-
ing to Long Island when 
he was in the fourth grade. 
He moved back to the bor-
ough to attend Brooklyn 
Law School. Currently, he 
hosts “Geraldo At Large,” 
a newsmagazine show on 
Fox, and a radio talk show 
on WABC-AM. He once 
held the collective atten-
tion of the American pub-
lic for several hours as 
he opened a vault that al-
legedly belonged to Al Ca-
pone. It turned out nothing 
was in it, and he  famously 
sang “Chicago” to end the 
show .

Open Space Alliance 
head Ed Janoff said he 
was happy that Rivera 
stepped forward to replace 

the tree in an area of the 
park where lots of people 
congregate. 

“Between the dog run 
and the farmer’s market, 
this is a very special spot 
and families like to come 
here,” said Janoff. “This 
tree is the focal point of 
this family destination.”

The 5-year-old spruce, 
which is in a courtyard 
near the dog run, will 
likely have a long life 
ahead of it. 

“This tree will grow up 
to a foot a year, and could 
be up to 40 feet tall,” said 
James Kaechele, devel-
opment manager at NY 
Tree Trust. “Even at the 
fi ve-year mark, it will be 
pretty impressive.”

Continued from cover

Geraldo

Zhanna Tsukerman, MD
We are here to give You Personalized Care

T: 718.484.7040 718.484.7119
E-Mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.DoctorTsukerman.com

New Internal Medicine Doctor Now In Your Area
THE PROCESS 

IS QUICK, 
EASY, 

LEGAL AND 
AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

This ambulette fl ipped after colliding with a Honda Civic on Albermarle Road on May 24, trapping a woman inside for 20 
minutes before fi refi ghters were able to pry her free. Photo by Paul Martinka

Flipped out

LOOKING FOR ANSWERS: Da-
nuta Dobranowska supports 
seniors at a rally to protest the 
city’s failure to create affordable 
housing units in North Brooklyn.
 Photo by Gabriela Arp
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from UA Movies)

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

COOKED SHRIMP 
BAKED CLAMS TOO

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

EXP 6/18/13

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIAL

$20+TAX

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
6/18/13

 

3 $30F
O
R

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER 
 STEAMED OR BROILED  (INCL.)

 
 CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE  (ADD $4.00)

LOBSTER
SPECIAL

WITH THIS COUPON

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A State Supreme Court 

justice scrapped Assembly-
man Bill Colton’s hopes of 
keeping a city trash trans-
fer terminal off of Gra-
vesend Bay.

Justice Bert Bunyan dis-
missed the pol’s claims that 
the facility proposed for 
the foot of Bay 41st Street 
— which will collect  South-
ern Brooklyn’s household 
garbage and ship it to an 
undecided landfi ll loca-
tion  — would lay waste to 
the surrounding neighbor-
hood. He signaled for the 
city to go ahead with its 
plans.

Colton (D–Bensonhurst) 
and his supporters argued 
that construction of the wa-
terfront processing station 
would  release long-dormant 
toxins such as arsenic and 
pesticides left behind by a 
city trash incinerator that 
occupied this spot decades 
ago . The assemblyman also 
warned that the plan would 

clog nearby streets with 
garbage trucks delivering 
trash to the facility, and 
could lead to the a ccidental 
detonation of anti-aircraft 
shells dumped in the bay 50 
years ago  when a military 
transport ship fl ipped over 
in the water. 

“This is a dangerous 
plan,” the pol said last year 
when he fi led a lawsuit to 
get an injunction against 
the plant. 

“The city has not taken 
the proper precaution and 
this is not the place to build 
it.” 

Bunyan tossed Colton’s 
concerns, arguing that the 
city would take precautions 
to protect the neighborhood 
when building the facility, 
and that the years when 
the incinerator was in op-
eration proved that traffi c 
would not be a problem.

“The petitioner’s posi-
tion is untenable,” Bunyan 
said in his decision.

But the justice did de-

clare that the city has not 
been completely up front 
with the public during the 
planning process, and or-
dered the Department of 
Sanitation to post all up-
dates about the construc-
tion and maintenance of the 
station on its website going 
forward. In his decision, 
the justice said this would 
prevent future lawsuits.

“Transparency through 
timely and adequate disclo-
sure is necessary as a pro-
phylactic measure designed 
to ward off any future liti-
gation about this project,” 
Bunyan wrote.

Colton said he found Bu-

nyan’s demand for greater 
clarity and candidness 
from the Department of 
Sanitation encouraging. He 
was unsure if he would ap-
peal the ruling — though 
he vowed to continue the 
battle in some form. 

“We’re going to continue 
to fi ght the garbage station,” 
said Colton. “But we might 
fi ght it by accepting the 
judge’s decision and fi ght-
ing Sanitation, using the in-
formation on the website.”

The city is accepting 
proposals from contractors 
to build the terminal. There 
is no time frame yet for the 
construction.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The city’s controver-

sial plan to install a waste 
transfer station at the 
foot of Bay 41st Street in 
Bath Beach has left one 
question on Brooklynites’ 
minds — what the heck is 
a waste transfer station?

Some  residents  and 
 candidates for offi ce  have 
been enraged by the pro-
posal to put a trash ship-
ping terminal on Gra-
vesend Bay, arguing that 
the station’s construction 
will stir up dangerous 
chemicals left in the wa-
ter by the incinerator that 
formerly occupied the lo-
cation, but the proposal 
also provokes some curi-
osity. 

And that is what we 
are here for.

The Department of 
Sanitation’s plan would 
bring garbage-carrying, 
“low-smoke diesel fuel” 
trucks down Bay Parkway 
to a nine-story, 200-feet-
long, 200-feet-wide build-
ing (about half the size of 

a city block in midtown 
Manhattan) that will be 
depressurized to help keep 
smells from escaping.

Each day up to 2,106 
tons of household garbage 
from the surrounding 
area — the weight of about 
525 full-grown elephants 
— will be brought into the 
building, where trucks 
will ride up to an elevated 
“tipping fl oor.” The vehi-
cles will then pour their 
burdens onto a slightly 
lower “loading fl oor,” 
where a plow will push 
the trash into shipping 
containers atop wheeled 
cars at ground level. 

A tamping device will 
compact the trash and an-
other machine will press 
airtight lids onto the bins. 
The containers will be 
wheeled outdoors, where 
a crane will load them 
onto barges on the bay. 
The barges will carry the 
trash to an as-yet unde-
cided landfi ll, which the 
Department of Sanitation 
will only say is not in the 

IT’S COMING: Waste transfer station opponent Mel Gagliano points 
to the terminal’s proposed location.  Photo by Derrick Lytle

Here’s how the city plans 
to take out your trash

Court rules Hurst 
garbage depot is ok
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Elegance without Extravagance

1464 86th St. between 14th and 15th Ave.
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TRASH TRANSFER: A waste transfer station like this one under 
construction on Hamilton Avenue got court approval to go up in 
Gravesend Bay. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

traditional garbage burial 
grounds of Staten Island or 
New Jersey.

“The department is still in 
negotiations to select a waste 
hauling vendor for a fi nal dis-
posal site,” said city spokes-
woman Kathy Dawkins.

But that’s not all. 
To protect the Marine 

Basin Marina, which will 
sit right next to the station 
site, and to prevent tug boats 
from straying too far from 
the facility, the city will 
install a wall-in-the-water 
that it says will resemble a 
picket fence — only it will 
be the length of a football 
fi eld, and made of steel pil-
ings and rubber bumpers. 

To accommodate the 
barges, the city will have to 
scoop the silt from the water 
fl oor 20 feet deep and 300 feet 
out — which plan opponents 

argue will release buried tox-
ins that the old trash inciner-
ator left behind. Some have 
even suggested the dredging 
could set off old  unexploded 
anti-aircraft shells left after 
a military transport ship 
capsized there in 1954 . But 
the state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation 
dismissed such concerns be-
cause of the lack of evidence, 
and approved the city’s plan 
last year.

“No substantive and 
signifi cant issue has been 
raised,” state commissioner 
Joseph Martens said.

The garbage depot won’t 
be the only one in Brooklyn. 
The city is nearing comple-
tion of a similar facility  on 
Hamilton Avenue near the 
Gowanus Canal , which will 
handle the Downtown ar-
ea’s trash.

ered the only oil tanker cul-
tural space in the world.

The boat has been used 
as a swaying stage for op-
era, historic tours, and 
other cultural activities 
over the years. However, 
the ship’s offerings are 
limited when it’s docked in 
the container terminal be-
cause only fi ve visitors are 
allowed on the vessel at a 
time. And, they have to be 
escorted by Salguero, she 
said.

Salguero has big plans 
to make the tanker an ac-
cessible educational ex-
hibit. She is currently in 

negotiations with concrete 
titan John Quadrozzi Jr. of 
Gowanus Bay Terminal in 
Red Hook for a new home 
for the tanker. 

“We would be publicly 
accessible and we could do 
everything we intend to do 
with the boat,” she said, 
adding that if the tanker 
made the move to Gowanus 
Bay Terminal visitors 
could easily board directly 
from Columbia Street.  

Salguero also said that 
moving to Quadrozzi’s 
property would help Port-
Side draw in school fi eld 
trips and kick start other 
educational programming. 

“We hope to be there for 
summer,” she said. “We’re 
very excited.” 

Continued from page 6 

Boat b-day
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Summer has offi cially 

arrived in Brooklyn, be-
cause the People’s Play-
ground is back in business!

June 21 may be weeks 
away, but the season started 
for the borough when Co-
ney Island came back for 
Memorial Day weekend — 
bringing with it the eternal 
beach and attractions new 
and old.

Sports and frankfurter 
lovers got a treat on May 
23, when Nathan’s Famous 
fl agship location fi nally re-
opened, seven months after 
Hurricane Sandy — while 
the new Nets store began 
selling Brooklyn team gear 
right across the street.

Brooklyn’s favorite hot 
dog  closed for the fi rst time 
in its 96-year history  be-
cause of the severe dam-
age it suffered during last 
year’s superstorm. But Na-
than’s spokesman, beloved 
hot dog-eating contest host, 

and presumptive candi-
date for Brooklyn Borough 
President George Shea said 
it was worth it, because the 
restaurant is sharper-look-
ing and more spacious than 
ever.

“They restored the Co-
ney Island Nathan’s Fa-
mous experience, but they 
were also able to make it 
better,” said Shea, adding 
it was great to be back in 
the People’s Playground. 
“Summer is the best season 
by far of the year, and there 
is no place better to be than 
the Boardwalk and the 
beach, and Coney Island is 
the best beach destination 
in the world.”

At Stillwell Avenue and 
Bowery Street, inside the 
new corner building con-
structed by Thor Equities, 
the Nets opened its fi rst out-
post beyond the Barclays 
Center. Brett Yormark, the 
team’s chief executive offi -
cer, was on hand to sing the 

praises of Sodom by the Sea 
— and to express his desire 
to help the storm-shattered 
neighborhood.

“Coney Island is syn-
onymous with summers 
in Brooklyn and we’re ex-
cited to be part of such an 
iconic neighborhood,” said 
Yormark. “We also know 
that the Coney Island com-
munity is working hard to 
recover from Hurricane 
Sandy. We want to provide 
another economic engine 
that can further spark com-
merce by encouraging peo-
ple to visit this wonderful 
area.”

And the fun didn’t stop 
there. May 24 marked the 
re-opening of the beach, 
the New York Aquarium, 
and the long-awaited debut 
of the antique B & B Carou-
sell.

The New York Aquar-
ium celebrated its emer-
gence from Sandy’s ocean 
surge —  which left the 

50-year-old facility tread-
ing water  — with a special 
sea lion show at its restored 
Aquatheater. 

A good part of the ma-
rine menagerie at W. 
Eighth Street and Surf Av-
enue remains shuttered 
from Sandy damage, but its 
leaders said they wanted 
to have some of Brooklyn’s 
fi shbowl open to be part of 
the borough’s 2013 summer 
experience.

“We have worked non-
stop to ensure that the ma-
rine life in the aquarium 
was safe and secure. We 
want to share this progress 
with New Yorkers and be 
a part of the Coney Island 
comeback following Hurri-
cane Sandy,” said Cristian 
Samper, president of the 
Wildlife Conservation Soci-
ety, which runs the aquatic 
exhibit.

Just blocks away on the 
Boardwalk, at the foot of 
the Parachute Jump, Coney 

Island faithful cheered the 
rebirth of a piece of People’s 
Playground history — the 
94-year-old B & B Carou-
sell. The hand-carved horse 
ride revolved again after 
an eight-year rehab pro-
cess, which returned the 
wooden chariots and steeds 
— which had deteriorated 
during the decades the at-
traction sat on Surf Avenue 
— to their former glittering 
glory. Mayor Bloomberg 
even sojourned from Man-
hattan to welcome the mus-
tang merry-go-round home.

“Today marks the re-
vival of the Coney Island 
amusement district that 
suffered during Hurricane 
Sandy,” the mayor said. 
“New Yorkers and tourists 
alike now have even more 
reasons to visit Coney Is-
land.”

Hizzoner also applauded 
the recovery of the beach 
from the onslaught of the 
storm.

Nathan’s, aquarium, B & B Carousell, and Nets store open for summer

Coney’s Island is back, baby!
CHEERLEADER: (Left) Gina Mercatili shows off some of the gear available at the new Brooklyn Nets Boutique at Stillwell Avenue and Bowery Street on Thursday. (Right) 
Adriana Ramos was just one of the crew from PS 90 who got to take a ride on the fully restored handcarved horses of the carousel. Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

“They added the bike 
lane and they built these 
pillar things, so the ven-
dors couldn’t set up around 
them. It became very hard 
to do that,” he said, add-
ing that cyclists have com-
plained that the festival 
blocked the bike lane. 

“Last year a few people 
were upset with us.” 

Featuring food, shop-
ping, and two stages for 
live music and other per-
formances, the festival 
will now be held along 
Fifth Avenue from Third 
to Ninth streets. There 
will even be fun-fi lled 
family activities in Fifth 
Avenue’s J.J. Byrne Play-
ground, said Allred. 

The location isn’t the 
only thing changing at 
the June 8 event, which is 
expected to attract more 
than 25,000 revelers. 

The annual nighttime 
Brooklyn Pride Parade, 
which is always held on 
Fifth Avenue, will have a 
new starting point — Ster-
ling Place — and head in a 
different direction, ending 
at Ninth Street. 

Borough President 
Markowitz will serve as 
the grand marshal of the 
glitter-centric parade. 
The Beep, who was the pa-
rade’s grand marshal in 
2001, the fi rst year he took 
offi ce, will ride atop his 
own decked out fl oat. 

“He’s leaving offi ce and 
we think he’s done a great 
job for Brooklyn as well as 
for the LGBT community,” 
said Allred. “He has been 
a very good supporter of 
the pride group.” 

Brooklyn Pride in Park 
Slope. 5K run in Prospect 
Park, Saturday, June 8 
at 10 am; Pride festival 
on Fifth Avenue between 
Third and Ninth streets, 
11 am–5pm; Pride parade 
on Fifth Avenue, starts on 
Sterling Place at 7:30 pm 
and ends on Ninth Street. 
www.brooklynpride.org. 

Continued from cover

Pride
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the Apple AppStore and 
Google Play. It includes 
a map of interesting fea-
tures of the Bridge, a gal-
lery of historical archives, 
and a video-and-audio 
tour of the New York City 
landmark, which opened 
in 1883 — filling a gap that 
has left many iPhone us-
ers without a tool to easily 
learn about the Bridge.

“I was disappointed to 
find that my ancestor’s 
bridge wasn’t very effec-
tively represented in the 
app world,” he wrote in 
an e-mail. “As a result, my 
wife and I set out to create a 
truly comprehensive, flex-
ible and multi-functional 
Brooklyn Bridge tour app 
for people who want to ex-
plore and learn about the 
Bridge using their phones 
rather than tour books or 
live guides.”

The tour is narrated 
by Roebling, a Brooklyn 
Bridge historian, docu-
mentary filmmaker, and 
trustee of the Roebling 

Museum, which includes 
some family history mixed 
in with the architectural 
details.

Like the construction 
of the Brooklyn Bridge, 
the app was made by a hus-
band and wife team. Roe-
bling’s spouse, Meg Pullis, 
provided the app design — 
something, Roebling said, 
that would have “thrilled 
‘Washy’ and Emily.”

Washington Roebling 
took over as chief engi-
neer of the Bridge after 
his father, John Roebling, 
died from lock-jaw after 
his foot was crushed while 
standing on a piling dur-
ing the early stages of con-
struction. As chief engi-
neer, Washington suffered 
from numerous cases of 
the bends — called cais-
son disease back then 
— which left him mostly 
home bound. During that 
time, his wife played a 
major role in the Bridge’s 
completion. 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Call it a bin-vasion!
Dozens of clothing col-

lection bins have cropped 
up on Bay Ridge’s com-
mercial corridors in recent 
weeks, provoking protests 
from residents and commu-
nity leaders who say that 
the containers are illegal, 
unsightly, and unsafe — and 
that the companies behind 
them convert the donated 
threads into quick cash. 

Pam Pazarecki, owner of 
PC’s Bar and Grill on Fifth 
Avenue, said the chunky 
metal boxes that have ap-
peared near her busi-
ness and on Third Avenue 
quickly fi ll up with clothes 
and overfl ow onto the side-
walk — creating festering 
eyesores and ample breed-
ing grounds for bedbugs. 
But the bar owner’s biggest 
gripe is that the boxes vio-
late city laws banning ob-
struction of the sidewalk.

“They’re popping up all 
over the place, and the stuff 
ends up piling up outside 
of them,” said Pazarecki. 

“They’re a huge problem 
for the avenue aestheti-
cally, and most impor-
tantly, they’re illegal.”

Pazarecki also pointed 
out that — in the aftermath 
of the Boston Marathon 
tragedy, where terrorists 
dropped bombs in garbage 
cans — the containers 
could pose a danger to the 
community.

“It’s a huge security sit-
uation,” Pazarecki warned. 
“It’s an opportunity for a 
lot of scenarios to happen, 
and they’re not good sce-
narios.” 

Community Board 10 
member Kathy Khatari 
agreed that the bins, which 
quickly become targets for 
graffi ti, are a terrible eye-
sore.

“It makes the place look 
ghetto-fi ed,” Khatari com-
plained.

Khatari also said that 
several shopkeepers have 
told her that the companies 
that own the boxes are pay-
ing them to allow the re-
ceptacles near their stores. 

Essentially, they are rent-
ing the public sidewalk. 
She said they also told her 
that the collectors resell 
the clothing that people do-
nate. 

“People are giving out 
of the kindness of their 

hearts, and these guys are 
making money off of it,” 
Khatari said.

Community Board 10 
district manager Josephine 
Beckmann said her offi ce 
has received countless calls 
from Ridgites angry about 

the sudden appearance of 
the boxes. Beckmann said 
she passed the concerns 
to the Department of Sani-
tation, which responded 
by plastering stickers on 
the bins saying they must 
be hauled away within 30 
days, or the city will do 
the job itself. Despite this, 
the district manager said 
new boxes keep popping up, 
most recently across the 
street from her offi ce. 

“They continue to be a 
major concern for us,” said 
Beckmann. 

The three corporations 
that installed the boxes, 
Spingreen, Green Tree, 
and USAgain, admitted 
that they pay landlords and 
shopkeepers to let them 
place the boxes near their 
doors, and that they are 
turning a profi t on the dona-
tions. Elliot Broman, owner 
of Spingreen — which oper-
ates out of Sheepshead Bay 
— said his business gives 
away almost a quarter of 
the collected clothing to 
charities. The rest it turns 

over to recyclers to convert 
into insulation for homes 
and cars. Serge Lazarev, 
founder of the New Jersey-
based Green Tree, said his 
company gives away about 
three percent of the clothes, 
and sells the rest for repro-
cessing. USAgain spokes-
man Scott Burnham said 
the Chicago-based corpora-
tion sells nearly all of its do-
nations to thrift shops, and 
either recycles or throws 
out the remainder. 

All three claimed that 
they always maintain their 
bins’ appearances, and ar-
gued that they provide a 
valuable service by keeping 
tons of unwearable cloth-
ing from clogging garbage 
dumps. 

“We take the old, the 
torn, the badly worn, and 
we keep it out of city land-
fi lls,” said Broman. 

Broman and Lazarev 
said they intend to fi nd new 
locations for their stickered 
boxes. Burnham said he 
was unaware of any prob-
lems with USAgain’s bins.

CLOTHING BINS IRKING RIDGITES

NOT WELCOME: Dozens of clothing collection bins have cropped 
up on Bay Ridge’s commercial corridors, provoking protests from 
residents — including Community Board District Manager Jose-
phine Beckmann — who say they are illegal, unsightly, and unsafe. 
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Continued from cover

Bridge
Then you need a criminal defense 
attorney who will aggressively defend 
your rights. 

   on any and all legal matters

RUSS KOFMAN, ESQ.
118-35 Queens Blvd. 14th Fl.

Forest Hills, NY 11375

Toll Free
24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week 

ARRESTED?

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

clients arrested for any and all crimes.

855 NY NOT GUILTY
855 696-6848

THE APP FOR THAT: The Roe-
bling’s Brooklyn Bridge Tour 
app, an immersive tour of the 
famous suspension bridge con-
necting Manhattan to Brooklyn, 
is available for iPhones and 
Droids. 

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, 
or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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How can 155, 886 
households in 

Brooklyn help your 
business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper and Caribbean 
Life, have been an important part of the Brooklyn advertising land-
scape for decades. Our weekly newspapers let you target a specific 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with your advertising 
message. And with the borough’s largest household coverage, that’s a 
lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s Queens, Bronx 
and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional who can help 
you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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GROCERY DEPT. DAIRY DEPT. FROZEN DEPT. HOME COOKED DINNERS

PRODUCE DEPARTMENT DELI DEPARTMENTFISH DEPT.

4/$500

SilverStarsGourmetCatering.com   

FRANCISCO RINALDI 
SPAGHETTI SAUCE
24 OZ.

BUMBLE BEE 
SOLID WHITE TUNA
5 OZ.

ENTENMANN’S
LOAF CAKES

RONZONI
PASTA
SELECTED VARIETIES - 16   OZ.

CORNISH HEN
WITH RICE 
& MUSHROOMS

BOW TIE PASTA
WITH VIRGIN OLIVE OIL
& BROCCOLI RABE

FRIENDSHIP 
SOUR CREAM 
16 OZ.

TROPICANA PREMIUM 
ORANGE JUICE 
59 OZ.

OIKOS
GREEK YOGURT 
5.3 OZ.

JELL-O
GELATIN 
4 PACK

WHITE ROSE
VEGETABLES
SELECTED VARIETIES - 16 OZ. BAG

WHITE ROSE
WAFFLES
12.3 OZ.

CAVENDISH
FRENCH FRIES
24-32 OZ.

EDY’S
ICE CREAM
48 OZ.

GRILLED 
CHICKEN

SPARE
RIBS

$599

$499

$399

$399

$379

$199

$299

2/$3002/$300

2/$500

99¢

99¢ 99¢

$299

2/$300

$199 $699

LB.

24 OZ.

LB.

LB.

ALEX’S BRAND ALEX’S BRAND ALEX’S BRAND ALEX’S BRAND
TOURIST 
SALAMI
POLTAVSKAYA 
SALAMI
KARPATSKAYA 
SALAMI

$449
LB.

$449
LB.

$499
LB.

FRENCH CERVELAT
SALAMI
ESTONSKAYA
SALAMI
PITERSKAYA
SALAMI

$479
LB.

$399
LB.

$399
LB.

CANADIAN STYLE
BACON

BOLOGNA

MORTADELLA

$479
LB.

$249
LB.

$249
LB.

MOSKOVSKAYA
SALAMI
BERLINSKAYA
SALAMI
MOLDAVSKAYA 
SALAMI

$329
LB.

$429
LB.

$399
LB.

TUNA FISH 
SALAD .......................

$549
 LB.

CHICKEN SALAD .... $649
 LB.

CRABMEAT
SALAD .......................

$649
 LB.

We Gladly Accept 
EBT & WIC

$249
LB.

Sale Dates: Friday May 31st –Thursday June 6th, 2013
Open: Monday– Saturday 8am – 7 pm, Sunday 8am – 5 pm

SilverStarQualityMeats.com   FREE DELIVERY ON STORE ORDERS!

FREE PARKING

CALIFORNIA 
APRICOTS SWISS 

CHEESE
GENOA 
SALAMI

BOILED 
HAM
AND
AMERICAN 
CHEESE

BOLOGNA OR 
LIVERWURST

FARM FRESH 
EXTRA LARGE

TOMATOES

FARM FRESH 
KIRBY

CUCUMBERS

LITTLE 
NECK 

CLAMS
2 DOZEN FOR

$799

69¢ 99¢

89¢

LB. LB.

LB.

FARM RAISED 
BLACK TIGER
EX-LARGE 
SHRIMP

$599
LB.

BOAR’S HEAD #1 IN COLD CUTS HORMEL BRAND GREAT LAKES

FRESH MADE SALADS SILVER STAR COMBO - 1/2 LB. EACH

$499
LB.

$599
LB.LB.

FRESH LEAN

PORK 
SAUSAGE

3 LB. PACK

3838 Nostrand Avenue             718-934-8520       FAX # 718-332-4620(Between 
Ave. Y & Z)

$299
LB.

$199
LB.

$199
LB.

USDA CHOICE

TOP SIRLOIN 
LONDON BROIL

YOUR CHOICE
TILAPIA OR 

BASA FILLET

$399
LB.

GREAT ON THE GRILL

TURKEY 
BURGERS

CUT FROM CORN FED PORKERS 

CENTER CUT 
PORK CHOPS

BBQ PLAN $5995
1½ Lbs. Silver Star’s Homemade Ring Sausage, 
Your Choice: (Cheese & Parsley, Spinach & Mozzarella or Broccoli Rabe)
2 Lbs. Hamburgers Your Choice: (Beef, Chicken or Turkey)
1 Lb. Sabrett Beef Franks
4 Lbs. Chicken Parts, Your Choice: (Drums, Thighs or Breasts)
1½ Lbs. London Broil, Your Choice: (Flank Steaks or Marinated Turkey London Broil)
2 Lbs. Pork Spare Ribs
1 Lb. Macaroni and 1 Lb. Potato Salad
1 Package of Hot Dog and Hamburger Rolls
1 Lb. Silver Star’s Provolone Stuffed Pinwheels - Ready for the Grill

SUGAR 
SWEET 

GOLDEN 
PINEAPPLES

POMEGRANATE 
JUICE

4/$500$249
EA. 8 OZ.


