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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
You don’t have to stand 

on Jay Street to watch bicy-
clists get into accidents.

Thousands of specta-
tors gathered in the Brook-
lyn Navy Yard on June 8 to 
watch the second heat of 
the Red Hook Criterium — 
a four-part cycling series 
that started on the streets 

of Red Hook — and saw just 
fi ve of the 100 Lycra-clad cy-
clists on brakeless, single-
speed bikes complete the 
26-lap race that featured a 
dozen crashes. 

And the race’s pro-
moter was not shocked by 
the many pile-ups.

“It was a combination of 
the chicane having a very 

diffi cult transition from 
right to left and riders push-
ing their bikes beyond the 
limits of traction,” said Da-
vid Trimble, who added 
that one rider got seriously 
injured during the qualify-
ing round. “As a race orga-
nizer it was diffi cult to see so 
many crashes.”

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A Greenpoint furniture out-

let is hoping to lure not-wannabe 
adults by reminding them of their 
childhoods with tables that look 
like Lite-Brites and end tables 
shaped like Rubik’s Cubes.

Jellio, a company that makes 
furniture based on vintage toys 
and snacks that it has been selling 
on the internet since 2004, is open-
ing a showroom on Java Street 
between McGuinness Boulevard 
and Provost Street that will fea-
ture the company’s custom made, 
man-child friendly wares such as 
seats shaped like Valentine’s Day 
heart candies and lamps featur-
ing Gummy Bears.

“It plays on nostalgia and all 
the things you always dreamed 
to do,” said company co-owner 
Kevin Champeny. 

The company’s fi rst big inven-
tion was the Gummy light, and 
has since expanded with cupcake 
chairs, and ice cream sandwich 
benches.

“Everything has a childhood 
tie-in and shows your sense of hu-
mor,” said co-owner Mario Marsi-
cano, who goes by the nickname 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Members of Commu-

nity Board 10’s Traffi c and 
Transportation commit-
tee voted Monday night to 
approve a city proposal to 
slow down traffi c on Fourth 
Avenue. 

The vote came shortly 
after  last week’s conten-
tious hearing , where doz-

ens of victims of crashes on 
the avenue came out back-
ing the city’s plan, claiming 
it would save lives.

The committee’s only is-
sue with the plan was an el-
evated concrete island and 
Manhattan-style pedestrian 
barrier at the 86th Street in-
tersection.

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 4Continued on page 4

Neighbors say Coney park’s 
bandshell is falling apart

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The music died — and neigh-

bors fear the venue will, too.
Brighton Beach and Coney 

Island residents say the center-
piece bandshell in Asser Levy 
Park is falling apart — and 
blame its disrepair on the cam-
paign that booted Borough Pres-
ident Markowitz’s summer con-
cert series from the space. 

The Parks Department said 
Hurricane Sandy pounded the 
performance space, and the 
agency has already removed 
its shredded canopy and stabi-
lized the structure — but says it 

doesn’t have the money to reno-
vate the crumbling stage.

“We are making isolated re-
pairs to ensure that the area is 
safe, but we do not have funding 
for a full reconstruction,” said 
agency spokeswoman Meghan 
Lalor.

Neighbors predict the band-
shell will continue to sit derelict 
until it falls down, since it can 
no longer host music thanks to 
the 2010 ruling that stifl ed the 
Beep’s Seaside Concert Series. 
The judge in the case decided 
that the three-decade-old string 

Continued on page 14
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THE VICTOR!: Four-time Red 
Hook Criterium winner Neil 
Bezdek won yet again.

LOGJAMMED: Mario Marsicano, co-owner of Jellio, sits on his cabin chair, which 
was inspired by the childhood toy Lincoln Logs.  Photo by Gabriela Arp

4th Av slowdown Many start, few fi nish race

Kids toys 
turned to 
furniture
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Happiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:

I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 
like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 

Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 
hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 

keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

AVAILABLE IN BROOKLYN: Downtown Natural Market 1707 Church Ave. Nostrand Health 

Foods 1432 Nostrand Ave. Greenfield Pharmacy 1526 Cortelyou Rd Fine Care Pharmacy 981 Fulton St. 
Supreme Health Food Center 264 Lee Ave. New Ronson Drugs 237 Utica Ave. 3P Drugs 799 Flushing 
Ave. Lincoln Place Pharmacy 1135 Eastern Parkway Unity Drugs 772 Grand St. Boreum Drugs Corp 194 
Union Ave Boro-Park Health Foods 5203 13th Ave Clarkson Pharmacy 524 Clarkson Ave Danny & Veer 

Health Foods 1827 A Flatbush Ave Downtown Natural Market 51 Willougby Street Elm Pharmacy 1651 
Coney Island Ave Established Drugs 1743 Nostrand Ave The Essence of Life 451 6th Ave Eve Pharmacy 
2836 Coney Island Ave. Eve Pharmacy 170 Avenue U Everything Natural 1661 Ralph Ave Expidite Care 

Pharmacy 2283 Norstrand Ave. Family Pharmacy & Surgical 1757 Bath Ave Farmacon Pharmacy 8007 
5th Ave Fresh Health Food Emporium 1276 Fulton St. Heights Apothecary 79 Atlantic Ave Fresh Health 

Food Emporium 594 Nostrand Ave Hebron Health Food 9408 Church Ave Iqra Pharmacy 1090 Flatbush 
Ave Krimko Pharmacy 954 Nostrand Ave Lawrence Pharmacy 740 New Lots Ave Ludwig’s Drug Store 
805 Washington Ave Manipal Drugs 280 Nostrand Ave Nannie Health Food Store 5218 Church Ave. Natural 

Vitamins 671 Manhattan Ave Palma Chemists 159 7th Ave Parkway Pharmacy 531 Church Ave Powell’s 

Pharmacy 7517 3rd Ave Rabinowitz Pharmacy 602 Brighton Beach Ave Ralph Prescriptions 300 Wyckoff 
Ave Rockway Pharmacy 1214 Flatbush Ave Rubinson Pharmacy 4223 Church Ave Saldo Drugs 384 Graham 
Ave Silver Rod Pharmacy 5105 Church Ave Silver Rod Pharmacy 6404 18th Ave Sims Pharmacy 1711 
Pitkin Ave Stella’s Pharmacy 8722 Glenwood Rd Sunset RX Pharmacy 5808 4th Ave. SVRH Pharmacy 161 
Smith St Tony’s Health Food Supermarket 1316 Fulton St. Tony’s Health Food 2923 Glenwood Rd. Unzer 

Pharmacy 572 Bedford Ave. Vitamin Depot Nutrition Center 7721 5th Ave VLS Pharmacy 4402 5th Ave. 
Wyckoff Drugs 1236 Broadway Well SaSa 779 60th St. Shea Beauty 1356 E 48th St. Zoya Pharmacy 1527 
Pitkin Ave. Rite Choice Pharmacy 1484 Fulton St. STATEN ISLAND: Tastebuds Natural Foods 1807 
Hylan Blvd Millers Pharmacy 173 Broad St Hyland Medicine Cabinet 1988 Hyland Blvd. Tripharm Drug Inc 

200 Richmond Ave Tompkinsville Pharmacy 45 Victory Blvd Family Health Center 1789 Victory Blvd. St. 
George Pharmacy 100 Stuyvesant Place.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.

This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 

power of nature to 

help put life back 

into your lifestyle
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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Park Slope boomed 

with pride on Saturday 
as rainbow-clad march-
ers celebrating the les-
bian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender communi-
ties stepped off for the 
borough’s famous parade 
along the neighborhood’s 
Fifth Avenue. 

The 17th annual night-
time Brooklyn Pride Pa-
rade, which organizers 
say was bigger than ever 
before with nearly 50 or-
ganizations participat-
ing, kicked off from its 
new starting point at Sterling Place 
and headed in a new direction until 
it ended at Ninth Street. 

Members of the 
LGBT community said 
that the extravaganza 
served as a jubilant day 
to come out and be who 
they are without hav-
ing to worry about any 
backlash. 

“It’s so cliche to say 
‘come out of the clos-
est,’ but it’s nice to have 
a moment to come out 
of the closest in front 
of our neighbors,” said 
Nick Taranto of Wind-
sor Terrace, who has 
gone to Brooklyn Pride 
for the past 10 years and 

attended this year’s extravaganza 
with his boyfriend Lee Garr. 

Looping coaster to rise on the site of demolished ‘Bolt’BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Thunder will soon roll again in 

Coney Island, but it’s not a storm 
that’s approaching — it’s competi-
tion for the Cyclone.

Luna Park owner Zamperla 
announced plans to build a new 
Thunderbolt roller coaster — 
named for the famed attraction 
the city razed in 2000 — on pub-
lic property at W. 15th Street and 
Surf Avenue, next to where its pre-
decessor once stood.

The new ride, due to be com-
pleted next year, will differ from 
its namesake in a number of ways 
— and not just because it  won’t 
have a house beneath it .

Luna’s Thunderbolt will be a 
steel, rather than wooden, coaster. 
It will be built around an 11-story 
straight drop and a vertical loop 
— making it the fi rst ride to send 
Coney-goers upside-down since 
the Loop-the-Loop, which closed 
shortly after World War I.

Politicians applauded the 
roller coaster’s rebirth as another 
sign of Coney Island’s recovery 
from both Hurricane Sandy and 
 decades of decline .

“Thanks to the Thunderbolt’s 
return, all of the other exciting 
new additions to Coney Island, 
and of course its trademark atti-
tude, Coney Island truly is ‘Amer-
ica’s playground,’ ” said Borough 
President Markowitz.

The coaster’s second coming 
also represents another expan-
sion of the Luna Park amusement 
area. The park — built in 2010 — 
sits on Surf Avenue between W. 
10th and W. 12th streets. It began 
operating the B & B Carousell on 
the Boardwalk near Kensington 
Walk earlier this year. Luna will 
start operating a new,  high-tech 

THROWN FOR A LOOP: Our arrow points to something not seen in Coney island in nearly a century — a loop, which is a key feature of the new Thunderbolt. New York City Economic Development Corporation

PRIDE ON: Thousands attended the 17th annual, rainbow-fi lled Brook-
lyn Pride Parade celebrating the borough’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender communities held in Park Slope on June 8.

THUNDER BACK IN CONEY

Gay pride fi lls Slope 

light system on the Parachute 
Jump  later this month.

Zamperla Chief Executive Of-
fi cer Valerio Ferrari framed the 
theme park’s growth as integral 
to the revitalization of the area. 

“Thunderbolt will put Coney 
Island back on the Olympus of the 
amusement area destinations in 
the world,” the Italian-born busi-
nessman said.

The original Thunderbolt was 
built in 1925 atop the Kensington 
Hotel — which served as home to 
many of the coaster’s caretakers, 

 including the late Andy Badala-
menti  and Alvy Singer, the fi c-
tional protagonist of Woody Al-
len’s “Annie Hall.” The ride closed 
in 1982 after suffering severe dam-
age in an arson attack. The Giu-
liani Administration destroyed 
the derelict attraction in a con-
troversial pre-dawn demolition 
in 2000 — a move a federal judge 
later declared illegal. The owner, 
the late Horace Bullard,  received 
just $1 in compensation .

Zamperla also operates the 
city-owned Cyclone.

WEINER’S HERE: May-
oral candidate Anthony 
Weiner was on hand don-
ning bright red slacks. 
 Photos by Paul Martinka

Continued on page 10

GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN: The original Thunderbolt belonged to the late Hor-
ace Bullard, and was demolished by the city in 2000. Associated Press / Robert Mecea
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VVVVTHE VERY BEST OF VISITATION ACADEMY
ARE GOING TO THE BEST.

HIGH SCHOOL HONORS / SCHOLARSHIPS
Convent of the Sacred 
Heart Academy, NYC
Isabel Gaspard                           
*Gabriella Orsi Annual Merit Scholarship
Marymount High 
School, NYC
*Isabel Gaspard Butler Scholarship                                                                                    
Gabriella Orsi Butler  Scholarship (wait list)
Dominican Academy, NYC
Subarna Barua
Isabel Gaspard
Gabriella Mass
Gabriella Orsi Friedsam Scholarship (annually)                                                                                    
*Uriel Rufen-Blanchette                                                                                   
Loyola  School, NYC
Gabriella Orsi
St. Vincent Ferrer High School, NYC
Subarna Barua
Cathedral High School
Brianna Curulli
Fontbonne Hall Academy
Marisa Albano
Subarna Barua
*Brianna Curulli
Olivia Mason

HIGH SCHOOL HONORS / SCHOLARSHIPS
Fontbonne Hall Academy (continued)
*Gabriella Mass English & Global Studies Honors                                                                                    
*Alexandra McGuire   English & Global Studies Honors                                                               
Gabriella Orsi AP Honors Program                                                                
Desiree Parke                                         
Samantha Sblendorio
St. Edmunds High School
Olivia Mason
Bishop Kearney High School
Emily Anderson
Subarna Barua                           
Isabel Gaspard Honors Program                                                                                                 
Alexandra McGuire                                                                     
Krista Moreau
St. Joseph Hill Academy, Staten Island
*Emily Anderson
*Desiree Parke
*Samantha Sblendorio
*Carolyn Smith
St. Francis Prep High School
*Nora Bauso
Archbishop Molloy High School
Nora Bauso
Mary Louis Academy
Alexandra McGuire

HIGH SCHOOL HONORS / SCHOLARSHIPS
Bay Ridge Preparatory High School
*Olivia Mason
Poly Prep Country Day School 
Gabriella Orsi
Fort Hamilton High School
*Subarna Baru
LaGuardia High School
*Krista Moreau
Leon Goldstein High School
*Marisa Albano
Emily Anderson
Olivia Mason
Notre Dame Academy, Staten Island
Marisa Albano
Staten Island Academy                           
Subarna Barua
Gabriella Orsi One Year Grant
Samantha Sblendorio

“Be Who You Are And Be That Well.”  St. Francis de Sales

VISITATION ACADEMY
718 680 9452

*Student attending High School listed

In the end, Manhattan 
cyclist Neil Bezdek success-
fully defended the crown he 
earned in the  fi rst leg of the 
event , at the Brooklyn Cru-
sie Terminal in Red Hook, 
beating second-place fi n-
isher Kyle Murphy by just 
two-tenths of a second.

Bezdek savored the vic-
tory, and said that going into 
the race, he understood re-
maining on two wheels was 
going to be diffi cult.

“I knew that bike han-

dling would be even more 
important than fi tness,” 
said Bezdek, a four-time Red 
Hook Crit winner. “I also 
knew that it would be really 
tough to pass other riders 
and avoid crashes, so I sac-
rifi ced a lot of energy to stay 
ahead of the chaos.” 

The next leg of the race 
will be on Aug. 24 in Bar-
celona, Spain, and then it’s 
off to the fi nale in Milan, 
Italy in early October where 
the fi rst-ever Red Hook Crit 
world champion will be 
crowned.

But those interested in 
heading across the pond 

to see the race in person 
shouldn’t anticipate so many 
crashes on a course designed 
to see which rider is in the 
best physical shape.

“It will feature a dif-
fi cult course with easier 
corners,” said Trimble. 
“But signifi cant elevation 
changes will really test 
each rider’s fi tness.”

As an aside that will ex-
plain our lead to this story, 
Brooklyn Paper voters last 
year  named Jay Street the 
borough’s most dangerous 
street with a dedicated bi-
cycle lane on which to ride a 
two-wheeler .

Continued from cover

Bike race

WHIZZING: The second leg of the Red Hook Criterium bike race held at the Brooklyn Navy Yard on 
June 8 boasted riders from all around the country and various parts of the world.
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Board members argued 
that the fence — which 
would stretch from the cor-
ner nearest Third Avenue 
and the Verrazano-Nar-
rows Bridge to half the way 
to 87th Street to discourage 
people from jaywalking or 
leaving idling cars nearby 
— could potentially be-
come an obstacle for people 
disembarking from the 
bus that stops nearby. Oth-
ers felt that the area isn’t 
densely populated enough 
to need the barriers, which 
the city uses to control foot 
traffi c in places like Herald 
Square and Jay Street near 
the Manhattan Bridge off-
ramp.

“This just doesn’t be-
long,” said committee 
member Lawrence Stelter.

On the concrete island, 
which would also sit on the 
side of the 86th Street inter-

section nearest 87th Street, 
the vote ended in a stale-
mate. Opponents feared the 
island would leave too little 
space for wide-turning ve-
hicles.

“I’m really not feeling 
the island,” said CB10er 
Jon Yedin. 

But the committee 
voted to support stripping 
away a lane between 95th 
and 101st streets on the 
Sunset Park-bound side to 
slow down drivers coming 
off the Belt Parkway. It also 
voted for relocating eight 
parking spots from Fourth 
Avenue between 65th and 
66th streets to Shore Road 
Drive in order to form a 
new lane and reduce con-
gestion. They also backed 
shaving the thoroughfare 
down to a single lane in 
each direction for 13 blocks 
between Ovington Avenue 
and 86th Street, widening 
parking lanes, and creat-
ing a left turn bay at 75th 
Street.

The Bay Ridge stretch of 
Fourth Avenue was named 
the  third-most dangerous 
block in the borough by pe-
destrian safety watchdogs , 
who say four people have 
been killed on it between 
2008 and 2010. This year, 
two more people were killed 
there.

Victims of Fourth Av-
enue’s raceway-like atmo-
sphere came out in force for 
the June 5 hearing to urge 
board members to approve 
the plan, but a car-friendly 
crowd also showed up to 
blast the proposals.

Even after the June 10 
vote, some board members 
still argued that Fourth 
Avenue is a vital lifeline 
that should not be con-
stricted.

“I don’t see why you 
would take a thoroughfare 
like Fourth Avenue and 
choke it to death,” said Greg 
Ahl.

The full board will vote 
on the measure on June 17.

Continued from cover

4th Ave.

 COURIER LIFE CLASSIFIEDS 
call (718) 260—2555
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FREE SEMINAR
AVOIDING PROBATE, TAXES & NURSING HOME BILLS

If unable to attend a Seminar, you may 
schedule a FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

with an attorney at

Connors & Sullivan
Attorneys-At-Law, PLLC,
Bay Ridge, Bayside, Manhattan,  

Middle Village, and Staten Island!

on Facebook
Ask the Lawyer with Mike Connors

On the radio Saturday evenings 6-7 PM

For a Seminar Reservation or Free Office Consultation
Call (718) 238-6500

Tuesday, June 18, 2013
BROOKLYN – PROSPECT PARK

11:00am & 3:00pm
Tutta Pasta Restaurant

160 Seventh Avenue
Brooklyn, New York

(Between First Street & Garfield Place)

Wednesday, June 19, 2013
BROOKLYN – SHEEPSHEAD BAY

11:00am & 3:00pm & 7:00pm
Il Fornetto Restaurant

2902 Emmons Avenue
Brooklyn, New York

(Bet. East 29th Street & Nostrand Avenue)

Friday, June 21, 2013
BROOKLYN – BAY RIDGE

11:00am & 3:00pm
The Greenhouse Cafe

7717 Third Avenue
Brooklyn, New York

(Between 77th & 78th Streets)

MEDICAID LAWS HAVE CHANGED DON’T LOSE YOUR HOME TO NURSING HOME BILLS

Michael N. Connors
As Seen in

New York Magazine
December 17–24, 2012

Offices Located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Manhattan, Middle Village & Staten Island
AT TORNEY ADVERTISEMENT – Connors and Sullivan At torneys-At-Law, PLLC, 7408 Fif th Avenue – Suite 2 , Brooklyn, New York 11209
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Casual Dress - Large Dance Floor
Tickets are $25.00 per person 

and will include luncheon buffet. 
You may bring your own wine or beer.

For reservations contact: 
Marie Stack 917-841-1617

M.A.S.Swing

15 piece Big Band will perform music from 
The Great American Songbook which 
includes songs by Frank Sinatra, Dean 

Martin, Benny Goodman and Glenn Miller

Sunday, June 30, 2013
2PM - 5PM

St Columba Church
2245 Kimball St., Marine Park, 

Brooklyn, NY 11234

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
For serious players, com-

peting in the Red Bull Slaps 
handball tournament in Co-
ney Island was like a tennis 
player taking part in Wim-
bledon or the U.S. Open. 

“You know how in ten-
nis they have grand slams? 
These are our grand slams,” 
said Crown Heights na-
tive Tywan Cook. “You see 
the best of the best battle it 
out.”

Cook was one of the 96 
male and female players 
from across the five bor-
oughs invited to play in 
the third annual event on 
June 8 at the legendary 
courts at W. Fifth Street 
and Surf Avenue. The one-
day event runs from 10 am 
to 6 pm. The fields were 
broken into small ball, big 
ball, and pump ball male 
singles tournaments and 
a female double bracket. 
The top three finishers 
earned cash prizes and 
bragging rights through-
out the city. 

The event grew a huge 
crowd. Some lined the court 

sides with chairs. Many oth-
ers watched from behind 
the fence near the walkway 
leading to the Boardwalk, 
and others viewed from the 
Boardwalk itself. Cars were 

double-parked on Surf Av-
enue as people converged to 
take in the action.   

“New York has the best 
players, and for Red Bull to 
sponsor handball, it’s a big 
event,” said Bushwick na-
tive Tim “Timbo” Gonzalez, 
who won the tournament’s 
fi rst big ball title. 

The event was the 
brainchild of New York 
City handball legend John 
“Rookie” Wright, who grew 
up on the Lower East Side. 
Wright is the top-ranked, 
one-wall handball player in 
New York City and a former 
World Champion. His goal 
is to grow the game both lo-
cally and internationally. 
Since 2011, one-wall hand-
ball has been pushed inter-
nationally to be part of the 
2016 Olympics in Rio de Ja-
neiro. 

“I’m very passionate 
about this game,” Wright 
said. “It’s something I love.”  

The event gives people 
especially young people, 
a chance to see handball 
played at a championship 
level. Gonzalez won the big 
ball crown by beating 2011 
champion Gio Vasquez. For-
mer Midwood high school 
star Tyree Bastidas took 
home the small ball title 
and David Rojas of Man-
hattan won the pump ball 
championship. 

For Wright, the day isn’t 
all about crowning cham-
pions. It’s really about pro-
moting the game he loves 
on one of its biggest stages. 

“Anyone who wants to 
get into a game that’s fun 
and promotes health and 
fi tness, this is the game,” 
Wright said. 

SLAP HAPPY: Tim “Timbo” Gonzalez won the Red Bull Slaps Hand-
ball Tournament fi rst big ball title in Coney Island last Saturday. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

Coney’s grand slam of handball

ON THE BALL: Melissa Sky runs 
for the ball. 

The source for news in your neighborhood:

BROOKLYN DAILY.COM
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 10am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

Jewelry EX
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires June 30, 2013.

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014
BY MELISSA GOLDIN

Marine Park was abuzz 
with dancing and singing 
on June 4 at Councilman 
Lew Fidler’s 11th annual 
Concert in the Marine Park, 
which featured Brooklyn-
based ragtime jazz band the 
Dixie Rascals. 

“It was a huge success 
and the weather couldn’t 
have been more perfect,” 
said Reeves Eisen, Fidler’s 
chief of staff.

The free concert, spon-
sored by the Brooklyn Arts 
Council and part of the 
year-round programming 
run by Fidler’s offi ce, has 
been held each year to pro-
vide a day of music for the 
senior citizens of District 46.  
While geared toward senior 
citizens, the event is open to 
everyone. This year’s event 
brought more than 700 se-
nior citizens and more than 
900 total attendees.

The event was emceed 
by Fidler and Paul Curiale, 
executive director at Mil-
lennium Development, a 
non-profi t organization that 
runs many of the senior, ac-
tive adult, and youth pro-
grams in District 46. This is 
Fidler’s last term because of 
term limits, and as his term 
ends later this year, it’s also 
his last concert. 

Seniors swing to 
Dixieland jazz

SMOOTH JAZZ: The Dixie Rascals, a Brooklyn-based jazz band, entertained more than 900 attendees 
at Councilman Lew Fidler’s 11th annual Concert in Marine Park. Photos by Steve Solomonson

SHALL WE DANCE?: (Above) Maddi Bracco and Vito Stancanelli, of 
the Midwood Senior Center, boogie down at the concert in Marine 
Park. (Below) Manny Haimowitz and Marilyn Kostroff also share a 
dance at the event geared toward seniors in District 46. 
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from UA Movies)

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

SIZES
AVAILABLE

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

EXP 6/30/13

FATHER’S DAY DINNER SPECIAL

$20+TAX

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
6/30/13

FREE 

3 $30F
O
R

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER 
 STEAMED OR BROILED  (INCL.)
FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB  (INCL.)

 
 CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE  (ADD $4.00)

LOBSTER
SALE

BY JAIME LUTZ
Should Brooklyn resi-

dents be allowed to rent 
their apartments to vaca-
tioners on a daily or weekly 
basis to help make ends 
meet, or will that turn the 
borough into a place where 
apartments are so expen-
sive, few will be able to af-
ford to live here?

That’s the question at the 
center of a recent lawsuit 
in which a judge ordered 
a landlord to pay a $2,400 
fi ne for illegally renting an 
apartment to vacationers 
through the website Airbnb 
for three days.

In the case, inspectors 
with the Mayor’s Offi ce 
of Special Enforcement 
proved the landlord broke 
a 2010 law that makes it il-
legal to rent space in multi-
family buildings or apart-
ment houses for fewer than 
30 days without the host 
present. 

Proponents of the law 

said that the renting of 
apartments for short peri-
ods of time decreases the 
number of vacant spaces 
in the city’s already tight 
housing market.

But the managers of the 
website that helps vaca-
tioners  book apartments in 
Brooklyn instead of expen-
sive hotels  say the judge’s 
ruling is bunk, and that it 
will assist in appealing it.

“This decision could not 
have more clearly shown 
that the New York law needs 
to be clarifi ed and should 
be made more fair for regu-
lar New Yorkers who occa-
sionally rent out their own 
homes to help make ends 
meet,” wrote spokesman 
David Hantman of Airbnb’s 
in a blog post on  Airbnb’s 
site . 

Airbnb works much 
like a booking site for ho-
tels, offering reviews and 
a searchable guide to more 
than 300,000 apartment list-

ings in more than 34,000 cit-
ies in 192 countries. It also 
claims it ensures that the 
rooms for rent — and the 
renters themselves — are 
reputable, through a vari-
ety of background-check 
mechanisms and ratings of 

the hosts by users. It stays 
out of the renting business 
itself, and makes its money 
by charging a booking fee.

But lawyers say they 
doubted the company’s ap-
peal will be victorious.

“My guess is that the ap-

peal will be unsuccessful,” 
said Janet Ray Kalson, a 
housing lawyer with Him-
melstein McConnell Grib-
ben Donohue & Joseph in 
Manhattan. “A tenant who 
rents it out on Airbnb is vio-
lating the law.”

Advocates of the law fear 
that landlords will com-
pletely eliminate long-term 
tenants in favor of clients 
who pay a nightly rate — in 
effect, turning a residential 
apartment building into a 
hotel without the hassle of 
all the red tape that operat-
ing a legal hotel requires. 

But proponents of sites 
such as Airbnb claim that 
individuals renting out an 
apartment for a short time 
won’t actually decrease the 
number of vacant apart-
ments, because ultimately, 
those people will continue 
to live in the space. 

That doesn’t matter in 
the eyes of the law, however, 
as any situation in which an 

apartment is sublet for less 
than 30 days while the sub-
leaser is out of town runs 
afoul of the statute.

The ruling didn’t make 
using Airbnb illegal, and 
more than a thousand list-
ings in Brooklyn remain 
on the site. A search of the 
site to fi nd rooms for one 
person during the Fourth 
of July weekend  returned 
more than 1,000 results , in-
cluding a room inside a  1968 
camper in Crown Heights .

And experts say those 
that want to list their place 
on the site aren’t taking 
much of a risk, as it is dif-
fi cult for the city to enforce 
the law.

“The only instance in 
which someone would get 
fi ned would be if an inspec-
tor went to the actual apart-
ment and spoke to the actual 
renters — which is what 
happened in [the recent] 
case,” said Janay Farmer, a 
civil rights lawyer.

But website that leases apartments for vacationers claims it will fi ght judge’s ruling 

SUB-LESSON: Renting your space for less than 30 days while you 
are not staying there is illegal in Brooklyn. Courtesy Airbnb

Book’em: Renting your rental still illegal 

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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3D Virtual Dental Implant Surgery means 

Implant Center 
 of Brooklyn & Long Island

FREE consultation including 

Cutting edge Dental Implant 3D Cone Beam 

CT technology.  

Call & schedule this week to qualify 
for limited time promotion.

1636 E 14 Street Suite 123

Brooklyn, NY 11229

76 Spruce Street 

Cedarhurst, NY 11516

P: 347.535.5098

Implants 
starting at 
$120/mo
for one 

year

Robert J. Mikhli, DDS

Zhanna Tsukerman, MD
We are here to give You Personalized Care

T: 718.484.7040 718.484.7119
E-Mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.DoctorTsukerman.com

New Internal Medicine Doctor Now In Your Area

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
It was all bite and no 

bark.
A tiny dog out for a fi rst-

birthday stroll with its 
owner in Greenpoint was 
mauled to death by a much 
bigger canine that the vic-
tim’s owner says was also 
leashed — but being held by 
owners who didn’t care that 
their pet had just chewed 
up and spit out another ani-
mal.

Lauren Schneider says 
she was taking her tiny 
Pomeranian Arlo out to do 
its business last Wednes-
day night at about 10:15 pm 
on Manhattan Avenue be-
tween Freeman and Green 
streets when a large, white 
dog that looked like a Ger-
man Shepherd strolled up 
alongside two women and 
a man. Even though the 
dog was tethered to one of 
the three humans, the bi-

peds did nothing to stop 
the larger dog from coming 
up to Schneider’s pocket-
sized pup and biting it in its 
jaws of death, shocking the 
birthday boy’s owner.

“It happened so quick, I 
couldn’t process anything. 
I didn’t have time to pick 
Arlo up,” said Schneider. 
“I was in such a state of 
panic.”

The four bullies then 
walked away, leaving Arlo 
dying on the sidewalk.

“They didn’t say ‘sorry.’ 
They didn’t yell at the dog, 
nothing,” said Schneider. 
“It’s disgusting.”

Schneider’s sister 
then drove the distraught 
woman and her trauma-
tized, screaming dog to the 
emergency animal hospi-
tal, but the pup died on the 
way there.

Schneider’s sister went 
to the 94th Precinct to re-

port the attack, but police 
told her it was not a crimi-
nal matter.

Police we spoke to 
claimed there was nothing 
they could do about the at-
tack, but said if the cul-
prits were ever identifi ed, a 
case could be made in civil 
court.

“The dog has a value,” 
said Sgt. Ernesto Nieves. 
“You can’t get the dog back 
to life, but you can get mon-
etary compensation.”

To that end Schneider 
has plastered the neighbor-
hood with fl iers in the hope 
that someone will recognize 
the irresponsible dog own-
ers and be willing to testify 
against them in court.

“I’ve seen them around 
here before and the dog was 
aggressive that time too,” 
said Schneider. “Someone 
has to know who these peo-
ple are.”

Canine carnage

SHOULDN’T HAPPEN TO A DOG: (Above) 
Poor little Arlo was killed by a large dog 
while out for a walk in Greenpoint on his 
fi rst birthday. (Left) Lauren Schneider 
and the Pomeranian snuggle during hap-
pier times. Lauren Schneider

Dog attacks puppy, owners ‘do nothing’

Jellio.
The company grew out 

of Marsicano’s hobby of 
collecting vintage toys 
from the 1960s, 1970s and 
1980s. He would arrange 
his favorites, including 
Evil Knievel Stunt Cycles 
and Rock’Em Sock’Em Ro-
bots in elaborate displays 
around his house. When 
several guests asked if he 
could make toy displays for 

them, he realized he could 
turn his hobby into a viable 
company. 

“I decided to make 
unique home furnishings 
inspired by childhood mem-
ories,” said Marsicano. 

For Marsicano, running 
the company is a lot like 
living a childhood life of 
whim. 

“Since 2004, our to-do 
list has grown to 20 pages of 
things that we would love to 
make,” said Marsicano. “If 
they get good feedback, they 
go into the production loop.”

Jellio has several high-
profi le corporate custom-
ers, including Google, the 
U.S. Army, Marmot and Red 
Robin restaurants.

But the prices aren’t 
child’s play. The Rubik’s 
Cube table sells for $600 and 
the cupcake chair is $900. 

Continued from cover

Furniture

 Courier Life 
Classifieds call
(718) 260—2555
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BY ANNA WENDT
They’ve got the hook!
A trio of swans living in 

Prospect Park Lake were 
saved by humans after get-
ting stuck by barbed fi sh-
ing hooks carelessly tossed 
into the water by anglers 
who aren’t supposed to be 
using them, park watch-
dogs say.

Two of the birds were 
saved by park workers, but 
a third was spotted with 
a hook through its beak, 
then captured and treated 
by  Anne-Katrin Titze and 
her trusty sidekick Ed 
Bahlman, in the  latest wa-
terfowl rescues by the dy-
namic duo .

For years, Titze, a wild-
life rehabilitator licensed 
by the New York Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Conservation, and Bahl-
man have been looking 
out for the waterfowl at 
Prospect Park, and sav-
ing them when they get 
hooked. 

It’s illegal to use barbed 
hooks while fi shing at the 
lake, yet all the swans res-
cued in the past week were 
found with barbed hooks in 
their beaks or feet, accord-
ing to Titze. Signs posted 
by the Prospect Park Al-
liance warn fi sherman to 
this rule and others, but 
these swans are the latest 
victims in a long series of 
waterfowl-related hookings 
dating back to 2009.

Fishing in the lake is le-

gal with a license, and the 
park has bins for anglers to 
discard hooks and line, but 
Titze says too often fi sher-
man are careless with their 
tackle, and non-fi sh end up 
suffering.

And only one thing 
is going to save the air-
breathing creatures from 
getting hurt. 

“Serious enforcement 
of fi shing regulations is 
the answer,” said Titze. “If 
fi shing is allowed to con-
tinue in the park, it has to 
be done responsibly and 
the common sense rules 

need to be enforced.”
She said park rangers 

need to check anglers 16 
or older to see if they have 
fi shing licenses and that 
they aren’t using those 
barbed hooks and lures.

The Prospect Park Al-
liance, which oversees 
the park’s day-to-day op-
erations, said it hasn’t re-
ceived any reports of swans 
being hooked recently. Ac-
cording to Alliance spokes-
man Paul Nelson, the group 
works hard to keep Pros-
pect Park Lake a safe place, 
even though it doesn’t have 

the authority to enforce 
fi shing regulations. The Al-
liance offers activities and 
programs all year round to 
teach kids and adults about 
the nature and wildlife in 
Prospect Park, including 
about fi shing.

“We have a long commit-
ment to educating future 
fi shermen,” said Nelson.

Parks Department offi -
cials said anyone who sees 
illegal fi shing taking place 
should immediately call 
311 and report it.

All the swans are recov-
ering nicely.

BY COLIN MIXSON 
They’ve got to get the 

lead out.
A sick swan rescued 

near E. 19th Street in 
Sheepshead Bay was di-
agnosed with lead poi-
soning by wildlife re-
habilitation experts in 
Manhattan, and the bird 
doctors say the hapless 
waterfowl likely picked 
up the noxious metal 
while swimming in 
Sheepshead Bay.

Bird doctors in Man-
hattan who have studied 
the creature say it may 
have become poisoned 
by eating lead sinkers 
carelessly tossed into 
the bay by area anglers.

“If there are fi sher-
men there, if they have 
tossed away their fi shing 
gear, that could be the 
cause,” said  Rita McMa-
hon, a bird rehabilitator 
at the Wild Bird Fund in 
Manhattan, where the 
animal was taken.

The swan, which this 
paper has affectionately 
named Leady, was spot-
ted by Sharon Messer, 
Assemblyman Steve 
Cymbrowitz’s offi ce 
manager, between Shore 
Parkway and Emmons 
Avenue on May 30. She 
said she found the crea-
ture unusually docile, 
unable to move, and, as 
it turns out, literally suf-
fering from lead feet.

“With lead poison-
ing, paralysis typically 
extends from the bot-
tom up,” said McMahon. 
“First it hits the legs, 
then the wings, and if it 
progresses, it can make 
it impossible for the bird 
to swallow as the head 
swells and eyes bulge.”

Cymbrowitz’s offi ce 
called the 61st Precinct, 
which arranged for 
Leady to be taken to the 
the city’s only wildlife 

rehabilitation center for 
birds. Vets there deter-
mined that Leady was 
suffering from lead poi-
soning, which they say 
80 percent of the swans 
treated at the facility 
have.

They don’t all make 
it, but our girl Leady 
is expected to recover. 
Leady’s treatment began 
with a quick charcoal 
fl ush, to quickly remove 
as much of the toxins in 
her system as possible. 
This will be followed by a 
chelation therapy, which 
will introduce chemi-
cals that bond with the 
lead in the swan’s blood, 
allowing her to pass the 
metal.

Home girl’s not up to 
walking quite yet, but 
she’s swimming twice 
a day, and sometimes 
stands to stretch her 
wings.

“That’s a good sign,” 
said McMahon, adding 
that Leady should be 
walking by next week. 

Unlike people, bird 
experts can have trou-
ble determining the 
gender of certain fowl. 
Swans, in particular, 
are notoriously diffi cult 
to distinguish by gen-
der. However, they be-
lieve that Leady is girl, 
because she’s so fond of 
the fellas.

“She doesn’t mind the 
guys,” said McMahon.

Birds hooked in Prospect Park Lake rescued from fi shermen’s illegal tackle

SAVED SWAN: An injured 
swan was rescued by As-
semblyman Steven Cym-
browitz in front of his dis-
trict offi ce.  

LIVE TO FLY AGAIN: Just a few days after getting an illegal barbed hook removed from its beak, this 
Prospect Park swan showed off for the camera. Photo by Anne-Katrin Titze

Water foul! Swans caught and released

And this one has 
lead poisoning

“It’s nice to see all of us 
beautiful, wonderful, fabu-
lous gay people celebrating 
together,” said Garr. 

Brooklyn Pride’s Jerry 
Allred said that because 
the day-long gay pride fes-
tival, which always pre-
cedes the glitter-centric 
parade,  was moved to 
trendy Fifth Avenue  af-
ter years of being held on 
Prospect Park West, more 
revelers were attracted to 
the extravaganza, which 
this year drew well-over 
20,000 people — and nearly 

as many dogs sporting 
rainbow bandanas. 

“It gave more hype to 
it,” Allred said, adding 
that when the six-block-
long festival from Third 
to Ninth streets came to 
a close, folks who fl ocked 
into the bustling thorough-
fare’s bars and restaurants 
to continue the celebration 
later took to the streets for 
the jaunty spectacle.

“During the parade 
people came out and stood 
there and cheered,” said 
Allred, who rode atop a 
fl oat with Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz, the grand 
marshal of the parade. 
“The hype was there — it 

was very moving.”
Rainbow fl ag-bearing 

city offi cials, including 
City Council Speaker and 
mayoral hopeful Christine 
Quinn — an outspoken 
lesbian — and Council-
man Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope), paraded along the 
route, greeting onlook-
ers. Other candidates for 
mayor, including former 
congressman Anthony 
Weiner, public advocate 
Bill De Blasio, city comp-
troller John Liu, and 
former comptroller Bill 
Thompson, were also on 
hand.

Cheerleaders from the 
volunteer squad Cheer 

New York even performed 
mounts and executed 
stunts during the caval-
cade. 

Youngsters from the 
gay-friendly, co-ed scout-
ing troop dubbed 5th 
Brooklyn Scouts, which 
was  formed last year by a 
Windsor Terrace dad , also 
joined the parade.

The parade kicked off 
just two hours after the 
close of the Brooklyn Pride 
Festival, which featured 
food, shopping, a play area 
for kids and families in 
Washington Park, and two 
stages for live music, com-
edy, dance, and other per-
formances. 

Continued from page 3

Pride
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 
having THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

ADVERTISEMENT

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

JU
NE

 16
, 2

01
3

12

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2013 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Call it “Saving Gerritsen 

Beach.”
The storm-battered, 

working-class neighborhood 
was invaded on June 6 by an 
army of more than 500 vol-
unteers, who swept in to re-
place fallen fences, repaint 
battered walls, and retile the 
fl ooded fl oors of homes and 
civic structures that were 
devastated by Hurricane 
Sandy, exactly 69 years after 
D-Day, when the U.S. swept 
into France in World War II 
and sent the Nazis hightail-
ing it to Berlin.

“I’ll always remember 
June 6,” said veteran and 
retired postal worker Den-
nis Karnbach, whose Noel 
Avenue home fl ooded dur-
ing Sandy. “Once, because 
of D-Day, and twice, because 
of Rebuilding Together.”

Rebuilding Together, 
a non-profi t organization 
that works to improve the 
accommodations of low-
income people, the elderly, 
and the disabled, and Rac-
e2Repair, a group that holds 
a charity race, entered into 
a joint venture with media 
conglomerate Meredith Cor-
poration and Lowe’s hard-
ware to lead the repair ini-
tiative, which arranged for 
material, appliances, and 
droves of volunteer build-
ers to storm the neighbor-
hood and right the wrongs 
of Herr Hurricane.

Much like in Steven 
Spielberg’s “Saving Private 
Ryan,” a detachment of 25 
volunteers from Lowe’s, 
called Lowe’s Heroes, 
stormed Karnbach’s house 
to repair the damaged fence 
around his home, replace 
tiles in his kitchen, and 
paint the inside walls of 

his fi rst fl oor. Rebuilding 
Together arranged for con-
tractors to install two doors, 
a refrigerator, washer and 
drier, as well as an IOU for 
a new microwave.

The Noel Avenue home 
is now, fi nally, nearing 100 
percent, thanks to Rebuild-
ing Together, and other 
organizations that visited 
Karnbach’s residence prior 
to the June 6 blitz. The other 
groups include Gerritsen 
Beach Cares and HEART 
9-11, which Karnback lik-
ened to “Marines.”

“They go in fi rst and do 
the heavy work,” he said. 

Rebuilding Together, 
through its sponsors and 
fund-raising efforts, had 
enough money and mate-
rial to assist at least seven 

homes. In addition, land-
scaping volunteers helped 
repair the Vollie Memorial 
Training Hall and the com-
munity library. Much of 
the work was completed on 
June 6, but volunteers will 
be back to fi nish the job, ac-
cording to Rebuilding To-
gether spokeswoman Jan-
ice Walker.

“We’re there for the long-
term recovery,” she said.

The organization’s capac-
ity to assist Gerritsen Beach 
is, needless to say, limited by 
the amount of funds it has to 
put towards materials. Still, 
it gave the hard-hit neigh-
borhood a much-needed mo-
rale boost. Both the people 
who were helped, and many 
who weren’t, were all smiles 
on D-Day.

“Everybody was smil-
ing around here,” said 
Karnbach. “Now I can get 
my life back to normal, 
and that’s what you strive 
for — normalcy. I even got 
the mail coming back to 
the house!”

Gerritsen Beach invaded by 500 volunteer builders on anniversary of D-Day

GRATEFUL GERRITSEN: (Above) 
Home owners Dennis and Judy 
Karnbach can’t wait to move 
back into their newly repaired 
house. (Above right, right) Inga 
Fairclough and other Rebuild-
ing Together voluteers painted 
the exterior of Vollies Memo-
rial Training Hall in Gerritsen 
Beach. Hundreds of volunteers 
stormed the hard-hit neighbor-
hood to help repair what Sandy 
destroyed. 
 Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

VOLS HELPING REBUILD 
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* Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. 
Rates are based on credit worthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available.

Bay RIdge Consumer Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union. Membership required, $10.

No. of
PaymentsPayment

Amount
Financed

Higher Loan Amounts Available

$150*

$100*

$50*

41*

29*

23*

$5,000

$2,500

$1,000

$300*

$400*

$10,000

$15,000

41*

48*

BRANCH:
1609 Avenue Z, Brooklyn, NY 11235

Phone: 718-934-6809

MAIN OFFICE:
1750 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11214

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

We call our office State-
of-the-Art Dentistry 
because we keep 

our technology and 
techniques up-to-date 
to provide you the best 
experience possible. We 
accommodate families 
of all ages with strict 

sterilization techniques.

718.339.7878

Your smile is our priority.

PROVIDING QUALITY, AFFORDABLE CARE

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection 
of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Coney Island could get 

a new kind of water ride if 
a business group gets its 
way.

The group, which calls 
itself the Small Business 
Coalition, wants the city 
to create a ferry service to 
bring cityfolk and tourists 
from Lower Manhattan to 
the People’s Playground on 
a regular basis in hopes of 
making a shore-front ex-
cursion more palatable to 
the masses.

“It’s a sensible govern-
ment investment that would 
increase the amount of peo-
ple in Coney Island,” said 
coalition founder Louis 
Jerome. “And it would be 
a huge boost to local busi-
nesses.” 

Jerome pointed out that 
the poor souls living in 
Manhattan have to endure 
as much as an hour and 40 
minutes on the train to visit 
Coney. For just eight dollars 
a trip, a ferry would slash 
travel time in half and pro-
vide riders with the thrill 
of the open air, sun, and sea 
— a tantalizing foretaste of 
what they would experience 
upon docking in Brooklyn’s 
ocean-side retreat.

“A ferry would be more 
enjoyable, and would be 

part of the experience of Co-
ney Island,” said Jerome.

He also claimed that the 
service could shuttle more 
than 3 million additional 
revelers to Sodom by the 
Sea, doubling the amount 
that visit each year.

The New York City Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration did a study in April 
2012 that identifi ed Stee-
plechase Pier as the ideal 
mooring location for such a 
ferry — and since the pier is 
still undergoing construc-
tion in the wake of Hurri-
can Sandy, Jerome said the 
city should seize the chance 
to outfi t the structure with 
a gangway in order to re-
ceive the ferry. 

“Hurricane Sandy cre-
ated an opportunity to in-
vest here,” said Jerome. 
“This would drop you right 
at the doorstep of Coney Is-
land.”

The proposal comes 
with just two hitches — 
the city’s study said a ferry 
would need a $20-million 
bulkhead wall in the water 
off the pier to control wave 
action, and found that the 
operation would undoubt-
edly lose money.

“Ferry service between 
Lower Manhattan and Co-
ney Island would not be fi -

nancially self-sustaining,” 
the report reads.

But Jerome warned 
against sticker shock, argu-
ing that the boat would be 
a net gain for Coney Island 
— and beats out any alter-
natives.

“Even if it loses some 
money, I think that cost is 
outweighed by the benefi t 
to the small businesses,” 
said Jerome. “It’s cheaper 
than building a new sub-
way line.”

Community Board 13 
chairman Chuck Reichen-
thal said he has been hop-
ing to see a ferry come to 
Coney Island for years. 

“It’s something that’s 
wanted,” Reichenthal said. 
“It’s something the people 
are eagerly awaiting.”

If Jerome’s vision 
comes to fruition, it 
wouldn’t be the first ferry 
catering to Coney, or even 
using Steeplechase Pier, 
in recent years.  The Staten 
Island Ferry used a f loat-
ing dock to usher baseball 
fans to the People’s Play-
ground from the Rock 
and back, and vice-versa  
when the Brooklyn Cy-
clones played their hated 
cross-Narrows rivals, the 
Staten Island Yankees, in 
2001 and 2002. 

Biz group wants a new ferry service 
from Manhattan to Steeplechase Pier 

FERRIED AWAY: Businessman Louis Jerome wants to see boats like this one bringing visitors from 
Manhattan to Coney Island. Photo by Christina Santucci

Anchors aweigh! 
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Most of the borough’s 

kids dream of one day put-
ting on a Brooklyn Nets jer-
sey. 

For many, that dream 
came true on Saturday, sort 
of. 

More than 120 kids in the 
Sunset Hoops youth basket-
ball league hit the courts in 
Leif Ericson Park on June 
8, opening up the summer 
season with an assist from 
the borough’s professional 
team.

A grant from the Bar-
clays Center hoopsters pro-
vided the kids with new 
shirts adorned with the 
team logo — and gave them 
a new enthusiasm for the 
game, said league founder 
and director Joe Cucco.

“Just using that name 
is great for us,” said Cucco. 
“It’s a real big thing for the 
kids, and it gets a lot more 
of them interested in play-
ing.”

The Sunset Park native 
founded the 17-team league 
a decade ago with friend 
Gerard Bell — co-owner of 
Skinfl ints restaurant on 
Fifth Avenue — to help 13- 
to 19-year-old youths dur-
ing their diffi cult adoles-
cent years.

“They’re either coming 
from a one-parent house-
hold, or they’re having 
trouble at school, or they 
don’t have a place in their 
society of teenagers,” said 
Cucco. “They come to us 
and we teach them to play 
ball, but we also give them 
a little bit of advice.”

Cucco said that the pro-

gram kept the kids away 
from drugs and alcohol 
during the listless summer 
months.

“You can’t do that stuff 
while you’re playing ball. 

You have to stay on the 
straight and narrow,” said 
Cucco. “It keeps them fo-
cused on living right, in-
stead of going the other 
way.”

Brooklyn’s team supports youth league
Nets fund kids’ fun

KINGS OF THE COURT: The Sunset Hoops youth basketball pro-
gram kicked off for the 10th year on June 8. (Below) The kids in the 
program look to defend their trophy. Photos by Steve Solomonson

of live music shows violated 
city law by  using amplifi ca-
tion within 500 feet of two 
synagogues . Markowitz 
was forced to relocate his 
concerts to a v acant lot near 
the corner of W. 21st Street .

“Why would they spend 
a dime fi xing it, when they 
made it so you can’t play 
any music there?” said 
longtime Brighton Beach 
resident Joe Armel.

Neighborhood leaders 

agreed, lamenting the loss 
of the concerts and the dete-
rioration of the park stage.

“They were a great thing 
we had here, and we never 
had much,” said Brighton 
Beach Neighborhood Asso-
ciation founder Pat Singer. 
“Asser Levy was a great 
place to go during the sum-
mertime.”

The lawsuit also de-
stroyed Markowitz’s con-
troversial plans to  replace 
the bandshell with a $65 
million, 5,000 seat amphi-
theater  — a vision he has 
since  relocated to the Childs 

Building on the Boardwalk  
near W. 21st Street. 

Longtime amphithe-
ater advocates say that the 
community should have 
accepted the original plan 
— which would have refur-
bished the greenspace — in-
stead of fi ghting it.

“Those people had an 
opportunity to have some-
thing new, and they didn’t 
want it,” said Coney busi-
nessman Dick Zigun, self-
declared mayor of Coney 
Island. “Now nobody’s try-
ing to do concerts there any 
more.” 

Continued from cover

Bandshell
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GROCERY DEPT. DAIRY DEPT. FROZEN DEPT. HOME COOKED DINNERS

PRODUCE DEPARTMENT DELI DEPARTMENTFISH DEPT.

SilverStarsGourmetCatering.com   

WHITE ROSE

SUGAR
4 LB.

FOLGERS 
COFFEE
10.3-11.3 OZ.

SNAPPLE  
TEAS
64 OZ.

ALL ENTENMANN’S 

CAKES
NATHAN’S
FRENCH FRIES OR
ONION RINGS 16-28 OZ.

BONELESS
CHICKEN
CACCIATORE

DANNON 

YOGURT 
6 OZ.

SABRETT 

BEEF FRANKS 
14 OZ.

TROPICANA PREMIUM 

ORANGE JUICE 
59 OZ.

JELL-O

PUDDING 
4 PACK

TURKEY HILL
ICE CREAM
48 OZ.

WHITE ROSE
VEGETABLES
SELECTED VARIETIES - 16 OZ. BAG

AUNT JEMIMA
WAFFLES
12.3OZ.

TORTELLINI
CARBONARA

FISH CAKES
WITH PASTA

SPARE
RIBSEA.

$599

$499

$399

$349
$229

$649

2/$300

2/$300

2/$500

$299$299

2/$400

2/$100$299

$199

$299

$299

$199 $499

LB.

LB

EA.

EA.

#3 Cold Catering
Finest in Boar’s Head Cold Cuts 
Deluxe Cold Cut Buffet
All of Our Cold Cuts & Salads are    
Trayed & Artistically Decorated.
Potato & Cole Slaw Salads Plus Macaroni Salad or 
A Choice of Pasta Salad, Broccoli & Rigatoni Salad, 
Plus Rolls, Mayonnaise, Mustard & Paper Goods

#1
Roast Beef
Turkey Breast
Baked Ham
Genoa Salami
American Cheese
Swiss Cheese

Kosher & Italian
Slightly Higher

$695
Per 
person

10 Person Min.

#2 Hot Buffet Special
Pasta Choices:

Homemade Stuffed Shells
Baked Ziti
Lasagna
Linguini with Garlic & Oil
Penne with Broccoli
Pasta Primavera

Entree Choices:
Sausage & Peppers
Pork & Mushrooms
Pork Rollatini
Pork Cutlet Parmigiana
Pepper Steak
Beef & Broccoli
Meatballs in Sauce
Beef Rollatini
Chicken Francaise

$1095
Per 
person

Our Hot Buffet Consists of:
2 Pasta Choices & 3 Entrees

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Cutlet
Grilled Lemon Garlic Chicken
Chicken Rollatini
Chicken Oreganato
Sweet & Sour Chicken
Chicken Cacciatore
Eggplant Parmigiana
Eggplant Rollatini
Eggplant Florentine
Swedish Meatballs 20 Person Min.

SHRIMP SALE
COLOSSAL (13-15) ...............21.99
JUMBO (16-20) .....................18.99
EX LARGE (31-40) .................14.99
COOKED TAIL ON (31-40) ...16.99
ALL PRICES ARE FOR 2 LB. BAGS

We Gladly Accept 
EBT & WIC

$399
LB.

Sale Dates: Friday June 14th –Thursday June 20th, 2013
Open: Monday– Saturday 8am – 7 pm, Sunday 8am – 5 pm

SilverStarQualityMeats.com   FREE DELIVERY ON STORE ORDERS!

FREE PARKING

FARM FRESH 
GREEN 

SQUASH

FARM FRESH 
PLUM 

TOMATOES

SMOKED 
TURKEY

AMERICAN 
CHEESE

WUNDERBAR 
BOLOGNA
AND
AMERICAN 
CHEESE

BOILED HAM OR 
PEPPER TURKEY

LITTLE 
NECK 

CLAMS
2 DOZEN FOR

$799

69¢

99¢

SWEET
RED SEEDLESS
GRAPES

99¢
LB.

LB.

LB.

FRESH
SEA 

SCALLOPS

$999
LB.

BOAR’S HEAD #1 IN COLD CUTS

FRESH MADE SALADS

PERDUE BRANDBOAR’S HEAD

SILVER STAR COMBO - 1/2 LB. EACH

$379
LB.

$499
LB.LB.

LB.

PASTA WITH 
BROCCOLI
PASTA WITH 
SPINACH
PASTA WITH 
VEGETABLES

GREAT ON THE GRILL 
MARINATED

TURKEY 
LONDON BROIL

3838 Nostrand Avenue             718-934-8520       FAX # 718-332-4620(Between 
Ave. Y & Z)

$699
LB.

$129
LB.

$299
LB.

USDA CHOICE 
SEMI-BONELESS

RIB 
STEAKS

USDA CHOICE FRESH LEAN

GROUND 
CHUCK

3 LBS. OR MORE

GRADE “AA” 
EXTRA LARGE

EGGS

CUT FROM CORN FED PORKERS

PORK CHOP 
COMBO

EA.

SUGAR SWEET 
GOLDEN 
PINEAPPLES

POMEGRANATE 
JUICE 8 OZ.

4/$500

$199

99¢
DOZEN

HAPPY 
FATHER’S 

DAY 
from all of us at 

Silver Star
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