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BY JAIME LUTZ
One of DUMBO’s largest 

landowners is moving out 
— and it has sold its prop-
erty for a song.

The Watchtower Bible 
and Tract Society, better 
known as the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, has unloaded 
six factory-style buildings 
in the booming neighbor-

hood for $375 million, a 
discounted price that has 
experts believing the tall, 
fat structures won’t be con-
verted into expensive con-
dos anytime soon. 

“I suspect that these will 
be kept for [offi ce use],” said 
Stevie Palmese, a realtor 
with Massey Knakal who 
claimed the city would not 

change zoning to allow resi-
dential in the massive foot-
print. 

The cluster of six prop-
erties, located at 117 Ad-
ams St. between Sands and 
York streets; 175 Pearl St. 
between Sands and High 
streets; 55 Prospect St. be-
tween Adams and Pearl 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The Astro Tower looks much 

more earthbound now.
Amid fears that the defunct 

rotating observation tower would 
topple over, Luna Park, which 
surrounds the tower, and the city 
tore down the pole — which stood 
270 feet tall — on July 4. 

Longtime Coney Islanders said 
they were heartbroken to see it 
gone. The tower was the last ves-
tige of Astroland, a space-themed 
amusement area that opened in 
1962 and  came down in 2009 to 
make way for Luna Park .

“I’m very sad about it, and I’m 
sure anybody with any history in 
Coney Island is too,” said Carol 
Albert, whose  late husband Jerry 
Albert founded Astroland  and op-
erated it until its demise.

On July 2, an unknown Co-
ney Island visitor reported that 
the Astro Tower was swaying 
in the wind. The witness’s emer-
gency call caused a panic and the 
Fire and Buildings departments 
evacuated Luna Park in order to 
investigate. Much of the People’s 
Playground was shut down for the 
next 48 hours. 

BY COLIN MIXSON
One nursing home’s loss 

is another hospital’s gain.
Councilman Michael 

Nelson (D–Sheepshead Bay) 
says he has revoked $1.1 
million from a Manhattan 
Beach retirement home af-
ter watching it stagnate for 
four years, and reallocated 
it, plus additional funds, 

for a total of $1,816,000 to 
Sandy-wrecked Coney Is-
land Hospital, so that it can 
purchase heavy-duty medi-
cal equipment and make 
other improvements.

“They were supposed to 
fi x up 16 rooms with beds 
and kitchenettes, so that 
families can stay with their 

Continued on page 18

Continued on page 18Continued on page 12

Slobber-free bubblers coming 
BY NATALIE MUSUMECI

Thirsty Prospect Park-goers will 
no longer have to worry about germ-
spreading spigot-suckers or thirsty 
dogs slobbering on the spout with 
new, bottle-friendly bubblers. 

Brooklyn’s backyard plans 
to replace some of its standard 
drinking fountains — the kind 
dogs can easily slobber all over 
— with six new fountains specifi -
cally designed for fi lling bottles to 
the top and carrying them away.

The fi ve-foot-tall fi lling stations 
are designed to let water run verti-

cally into a bottle held beneath it at 
the touch of a button. The new de-
sign allows parched park-goers to 

Continued on page 13
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SOLD!: The Watchtower build-
ing is being sold for $375 mil-
lion. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Cash for Coney Watchtower sells six buildings
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NO DOGS ALLOWED: Runner Nakaia Mair (above) loves to hydrate with the 
new bottle-fi lling fountains in Prospect Park — especially since this dog hasn’t 
slobbered all over the spigot (right).  Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Up to 40% of businesses never recover after experiencing a major disaster. Do you have a plan to keep your business 
running if disaster strikes? For a free online tool that helps you develop an emergency plan, visit Ready.gov/business.

BY MELISSA GOLDIN
New York Liberty play-

ers took a break from bas-
ketball on June 18 to take 
35 underprivileged young-
sters to the Brooklyn Chil-
dren’s Museum in Crown 
Heights.

The visit was part of 
“Show Kids New York,” 
a program that exposes 
children to well-known 
attractions in the city. 
The program is an initia-
tive from the Garden of 
Dreams Foundation, an 
organization that aims to 
give underprivileged chil-
dren unique experiences.  

The participating Liberty 
players were Katie Smith, 
Kelsey Bone, Toni Young, 
Kamiko Williams, and 
Alex Montgomery.

“It was great being able 
to put a smile on the kids’ 
faces,” said Young. “I’m 
happy that I got the chance 
to help make it about 
them.”

The children, who are 
between the ages of 6 and 8, 
went on an interactive tour 
of the museum located on 
Brooklyn Avenue between 
St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place. They inter-
acted with sea creatures, 

such as starfi sh and horse-
shoe crabs, at the “Touch 
Tank,” and saw a 20-foot-
long python named Fanta-
sia, among other exhibits. 
They also got the chance to 
paint pictures of some of the 
creatures they saw, such as 
horseshoe crabs, snakes, 
and snails.

Department of Homeless 
Services Commissioner Mi-
chele Ovesey also attended 
the event to show her sup-
port. Garden of Dreams has 
collaborated with Homeless 
Services since 2006, accord-
ing to a department spokes-
person.

“Garden of Dreams has 
been a fantastic source of 
support, providing one-of-a-
kind opportunities that our 
families will remember for 
years to come,” she said.

Other “Show Kids New 
York” trips have included a 
visit to Chelsea Piers with 
members of the New York 
Rangers, and a holiday 
shopping spree at F.A.O. 
Schwarz with New York 
Knicks players. Garden of 
Dreams collaborates with 
22 partner organizations in 
the tri-state area that work 
with underprivileged chil-
dren.

NEW FRIENDS: (Left) New York Liberty players Katie Smith and 
Kamiko Williams and children from the Garden of Dreams Founda-
tion experience the Brooklyn Children’s Museum’s “Touch Tank” on 
June 18. (Center) Jemmont Smith, Liberty player Kamiko Williams, 
and Nya Gilbert showed off their artistic sides. (Above) Liberty 
player Alex Montgomery helps Alyssa Bryant scale a rock wall. 
 Photos by Bess Adler

NY Liberty takes kids to museum 
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Check your jewelry box for broken, tangled 
or mismatched jewelry - rings, earrings, 
pendants, watches, bracelets - and we will pay 
you top dollar instantly! 

WE PAWN CASH LOANS

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Invite your friends and family to make quick cash.
It’s a fun, safe and convenient way for you and your 

friends to turn your outdated gold jewelry into cash!

(718) 339-GOLD 4653

VISIT US ON THE WEB  www.cashforgoldbk.com

BROOKLYN, NY

Nothing to Lose, 
Everything to Gain!

1623 Ave. U 
Near East 17th St.

DCA# 1361142

4905 Ave. N 
Near Utica Ave. 
DCA# 1373537

2233 65th St. 
Near Bay Parkway 

DCA# 1420833

2619-2 86th St. 
Near West 13th St. 

DCA# 1408714

2486 Coney 
Island Ave. 

Corner of Avenue V
DCA#1383520

STORE HOURS:

216-17 Merrick Blvd. 
Springfi eld Gardens

DCA# 1387619

QUEENS, NY

WE BUY 
PAWN 

TICKETS 

SCHOOL PAYMENTS? 
GRAD PARTIES?

SELL $250-$499
GET EXTRA $2500

SELL $500-$999
GET EXTRA $5000

SELL $1000 PLUS
GET 10% EXTRA

NO OTHER GOLD BUYERS IN NY WILL GIVE YOU A LARGER PAY OUT 

GUARANTEED!



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

JU
LY

 14
, 2

01
3

12

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A drunk man died early 

Monday morning when he 
jumped onto the tracks of 
the G train to relieve himself 
and ended up electrocuting 
himself on the third rail. 

Matthew Zeno, 30, was 
taken to Woodhull Hospital 
and declared dead on arrival 
from electrocution. A friend 
who tried to pull Zeno away 
from the rail was injured 
by a less-severe shock and 
is currently at Woodhull in 
stable condition. 

Police say the two 
friends were in the Broad-
way station of the G train 
in Williamsburg when they 
decided to jump onto the 
track bed to urinate. 

The men were walking 
north in the southbound 
track bed when a train 
started coming in the other 
direction. The pair pan-
icked and Zeno fell onto the 
third rail, police said. 

Other news outlets er-
roneously reported that the 
Bedford-Stuyvesant man 
died from peeing on the 
third rail, but police said 

there was no indication that 
was the case. 

In fact, the TV show 
 “Mythbusters” proved 
that it is almost impossi-
ble for someone to electro-
cute themselves by peeing 
on the third rail .   

Police said both men 
had been drinking before 
the incident. Zeno’s Face-
book page shows that he 
had checked in at both the 
Gotham City Lounge and 
Bed-Vyne Brew in the hours 
before his death.  

Police say he and friend jumped onto tracks

TRAGEDY: Matthew Zeno electrocuted himself when he stepped 
on the third rail after climbing down onto the tracks at the Broad-
way station of the G train in Williamsburg early on Monday morning 
to relieve himself. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Drunk man dies 
on third rail

loved ones during their last 
days,” said Nelson. “But, I 
had to pull the money, and 
I gave it to Coney.”

The councilman in 2009 
had given that money to 
Manhattan Beach’s Meno-
rah Home and Hospital, a 
nursing home located on 
Oriental Boulevard near 
Kingsborough Community 
College. The facility was 
supposed to outfi t several 
rooms for the families of 
dying patients. This would 
allow the patients to spend 
their last days in the com-
pany of loved ones.

After four years, how-
ever, the nursing home had 
failed to put that money 
towards its intended pur-
pose, a disappointment the 

councilman attributed to 
mismanagement. He called 
the decision to revoke that 
funding diffi cult, especially 
considering he allocated the 
money in the wake of his 
wife’s tragic death in 2008.

“It was really meaningful 
for me, and that’s the frus-
trating part of it,” said Nel-
son. “I allocated the money, 
but I can only wait so long.”

The councilman is con-
fi dent that Coney Island 
Hospital will put the money 
toward things that will ben-
efi t its more than 300,000 
yearly outpatients.

“Hopefully they’ll be get-
ting that heavy equipment 
in the fall,” Nelson said. 
“People are going to die if 
they don’t have the proper 
equipment.”

The councilman ear-
marked $500,000 to keep the 
hospital’s all-important nu-

cleus, its Data Center, safe 
from future fl ood damage. It 
will be relocated to a higher 
fl oor, where it should be re-
main nice and dry, along 
with all the medical fi les it 
contains.

Another $586,000 has 
been set aside for improve-
ments to the facility’s main 
building. 

Finally, a whopping 
$730,000 will be put towards 
the aforementioned equip-
ment, including a thoracic 
laser, which is capable of 
making surgical incisions 
with minimum blood loss 
and trauma.

The councilman con-
cedes that once the hospital 
receives the money in Octo-
ber, it will be out his hands 
how it’s handled.

“In the end, you never 
know what’s going to hap-
pen,” he said.

Hospital
Continued from cover
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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roadway for pedestrians 
in a study last year , be-
cause motorists killed six 
people on the boulevard 
between 2009 and 2011. 

The elderly woman’s 
death prompted neighbors 

and Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Park Slope) to 
 demand that the state De-
partment of Transporta-
tion make long-overdue 
safety improvements to 
the intersection . 

Last year Lander allo-
cated $200,000 for safety 
measures to be imple-
mented at the intersection 

where Ocean Parkway 
meets the Prospect Express-
way. But the state agency 
rejected the plan, saying 
that it would not make the 
intersection safer. 

The state transporta-
tion agency claimed that a 
new safety project for the 
treacherous intersection 
is in the works. 

FATAL CRASH: Police say driver Zahurul Alam slammed into a tree on dangerous Ocean Parkway near 
Avenue J early on Sunday, killing himself and injuring two passengers. Photo by Mark Mellone 

Crash
Continued from page 2

sources into the future.”
But when the city can-

celled the day care and 
senior centers’ contracts, 
it told the center that it 
would end its 10-year lease 
two years early, at the end 
of September 2013, said 
Community Board 1 mem-
ber Janice Peterson.

Now activists are try-
ing to get the landlord to 
extend the lease. Peterson, 
who rallied to get the cen-

ter open in the early 1970s, 
said she has been talking 
to a variety of city and 
state politicians to see if 
they can rescind the can-
cellation.

A source at Christine 
Quinn’s offi ce said it was 
too soon for the speaker to 
have any longer-term plans 
to help out the center.

St. Nick’s Alliance 
has even  offered to pur-
chase the building from 
the private landlord for $6 
million . That bid has in-
creased by $2 million since 
the group put in an initial 

bid in March.
In the meantime, Pe-

terson said they have been 
working hard to restore the 
building. It’s been painted 
and cleaned, and they are 
replacing furniture that 
has been there for more 
than three decades.

If the center’s support-
ers can’t extend the lease 
or buy the building, Peter-
son intends to tell every-
body to just stay put.

“We won’t go,” said Pe-
terson. “Watch them try 
to evict a bunch of seniors 
and little kids.”

Seniors
Continued from page 9

easily fi ll up their bottles 
instead of having to turn on 
an angle, as they are forced 
to do at ordinary fountains 
(the fi lling stations also 
have a standard drinking 
fountain attached, so you 
can still just take a sip).

Avid park-goer Anthony 
Elder said the fountains will 
revolutionize the way people 
drink water in the park. 

“At the regular foun-
tains, you can only fi ll 

your bottle up halfway due 
to how shallow the basin 
is,” he said. “The top-down 
water delivery is much 
more intuitive,” he said.

The fountains are made 
and donated by the com-
pany Smart Tap and in-
stalled by the Prospect 
Park Alliance, which hopes 
to convince park-goers that 
refi lling bottles is cheaper 
— and better for the envi-
ronment — than buying 
and throwing out contain-
ers of store-bought water. 

“The bottle-fi lling sta-
tions encourage park-goers 

to carry reusable bottles 
and reduce the consump-
tion of plastic water bot-
tles,” said Alliance spokes-
man Paul Nelson. 

The fi rst new fountain 
was installed last month 
next to the Nethermead. 
Five new stations — at Sixth 
Street and West Drive, 
near Field One in the Long 
Meadow ball fi elds, along 
the East Drive across from 
the Peristyle, near Field 
Six at the Parade Ground, 
and at the Center Drive and 
East Drive intersection — 
will soon be installed.

Fountains
Continued from cover
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from UA Movies)

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

COOKED SHRIMP 
BAKED CLAMS TOO

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

EXP 7/31/13

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIAL

$20+TAX

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
7/31/13

 

3 $30F
O
R

1 1/4 LB LOBSTER 
 STEAMED OR BROILED  (INCL.)

 
 CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE  (ADD $4.00)

LOBSTER
SALE

WITH THIS COUPON

BY JAIME LUTZ
Fulton Mall is beginning to 

look more like a “mall.”
Last week snazzy European 

retailer H&M became the new-
est addition to this once-blighted 
strip of Downtown near the in-
tersection of Bridge Street. The 
store held an opening day block 
party, which was attended by 
hundreds of people.

“It’s part of the revitaliza-
tion of the area and it’s part of 

our extension plan,” said Ni-
cole Christie, a spokeswoman 
for the budget clothing com-
pany.

Although this is the second 
H&M in the borough, the Fulton 
Mall location is now the com-
pany’s fl agship store in Brook-
lyn. In 2001, it opened a store in 
King’s Plaza.

Over the last decade, Fulton 
Mall has undergone a transfor-
mation. It’s become the home 

of Brooklyn’s fi rst Shake Shack 
restaurant and now houses 
shopping center staples like the 
Gap, Armani Exchange, and 
 Swarovski Crystal .

H&M helped sparked this re-
vitalization by  announcing in 
2008 its intention to open a store 
on the mall . The company had 
planned to open by 2009, but was 
thwarted by nearby infrastruc-
ture construction, said Chris-
tie.

The grand Queen Mary 2 departed from the Brooklyn Cruise Terminal on July 
6 for its 200th transatlantic crossing since its maiden voyage in 2004. The 
world’s largest ocean liner, which has a capacity for more than 3,056 passen-
gers and 1,253 offi cers and crew, has transported 19,367 New Yorkers across 
the Atlantic in its nine years in service. In total, the luxurious ship has served 
22.4 million meals and sailed more than 600,000 nautical miles since it fi rst 
set sail. Dozens of on-lookers waved goodbye as Cunard Line’s fl agship sailed 
off on its momentous voyage. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

H&M opens in Fulton Mall
Bon voyage!

FASHION AT FULTON: (Left) European retailer H&M opened its second Brooklyn location last week at Fulton Mall. 
(Right) The retailer hosted a block party for the June 3 opening, giving the occasion a festival atmosphere. 
 Community Newspaper Group.
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It’s always springtime at 
the beautiful Greenhouse 
Cafe.

Rooms are divided 
into nooks and crannies, 
making dining cozy and 
fun. One room includes 
a garden-like setting, 
where greenery dangles 
from above, and sunlight 
streams through the win-
dows of the ceiling. 

Even if you are not 
seated inside this lovely 
area, a windowed wall to-
wards the back of the res-
taurant allows the beauti-
ful view.   

Tables are adorned with 
bright green table cloths 
and napkins, contributing 
to the spring-like ambi-
ance. 

The Greenhouse Cafe 
has been around for more 
than 30 years, and it has 
long been the restaurant 
to go to for an outstanding 
meal, at a reasonable price. 
It still is.

Incredibly, the Green-
house Cafe offers an Early 
Bird $19.99 menu, Mon-
days through Saturdays, 
from 11:30 am to 6 pm. It in-
cludes a glass of wine, beer, 
or cocktail; a main entree; 
and an appetizer or des-
sert and coffee. Portions 
are generous, so it’s a real 
steal.

Select from appetizers 
that include options such as 
zuppa de mussels in a red or 
white sauce, eggplant rol-
letini, stuffed mushroom, 
Caesar salad, fresh fruit 
plate, garden salad, or an 
incredible seafood salad. 

The latter is a heaping 
plate of mussels, the most 
tender calamari rings, 
huge shrimp, and clams. 
Sprinkle on some hot 
sauce, and the feast begins. 
Even the garden salad is no 
small dish of leaves — it’s 
a generous mix of greens, 
sliced cucumbers, olives, 

and radishes, served with 
your choice of dressing. 

A delicious sliced steak, 
cooked with a bordelaise 
sauce, is one of the entree 
options. The meat is ten-
der and juicy. Select a side 
of mashed or baked pota-
toes, French fries, or rice. 
A mix of fresh vegetables is 
also included. You couldn’t 
prepare a feast like this 
at home for $19.99 — and 
Greenhouse does all the 
shopping, chopping, and 
cooking for you.

Other options tempt, 
too — a roast loin of pork 
with baconkraut, cooked 
in a bass ale gravy; sauteed 
shrimp scampi; and favor-
ites such as chicken parme-
san and francaise. On the 
lighter side, indulge in an 
avocado salad, surrounded 
with slices of mango, to-
mato, and sliced peppers, 
topped with a lavish piece 
of grilled salmon. Or, enjoy 
a broiled tilapia; or perhaps 
a balsamic grilled chicken, 
served with broccoli rabe 
and Yukon gold potatoes.

If you select dessert in-
stead of an appetizer, a 

warm brownie, drizzled 
with chocolate, and sur-
rounded by whipped cream 
awaits — one of many pos-
sibilities. 

Counting calories? No 
problem. A dessert of fresh 
fruit is served on a clear 
dish, so the colors of the 
red strawberries, green 
grapes, oranges, water-
melon, cantaloupe, and 
pineapple, shine.

Should you prefer to dine 
at a later hour, the Green-
house Cafe offers a $26 
menu, Mondays through 
Saturdays, that starts at 4 
pm; and on Sundays, start-
ing at 3 pm. You’ll enjoy 
three courses: appetizer, 
entree, and dessert. A num-
ber of the options from the 
$19.99 menu are on this 
menu as well, along with 
additional choices such as 
vegetable lasagna; seafood 
linguini; veal scaloppini; 

boneless shell steak; and 
fried shrimp. 

When it comes to des-
serts, there’s apple stru-
del, cheesecake, chocolate 
mousse pie, bread pudding, 
ice cream, and sherbets. 
Oh la la. 

The elegant mahogany 
bar remains the central fo-
cus of the main room, an 
inviting place to enjoy a 
drink before or after din-
ner. It’s also a gathering 
spot for those looking for 
some good conversation 
and a nightcap.

There’s live music on the 
weekends. On Wednesdays, 
come for karaoke. 

Sunday brunch is al-
ways a favorite. For $25, 
you’ll get a cocktail, appe-
tizer, entree, dessert, and 
coffee or tea. Crepes, om-
elets, salads, pancakes, and 
steak and eggs are among 
the options. 

Countless celebrations 
have been held at the Green-
house Cafe — birthdays, 
anniversaries, retirement 
parties, bridal showers, 
Communions, and Confir-
mations. Up to 150 people 
can be accommodated for 
lunch, dinner, and cocktail 
parties. Pricing starts at 
$33 per person. 

If it’s been a while since 
you’ve had the pleasure 
of enjoying a meal at the 
Greenhouse Cafe, you may 
have forgotten what you’ve 
been missing. Refresh your 
memory.

Greenhouse Cafe [7717 
Third Ave. between 77th and 
78th streets in Bay Ridge 
(718) 833–8200, www.Green-
houseCafe.com]. Open Mon-
days through Thursdays, 
11:30 am–11 pm; Fridays 
and Saturdays, 11:30 am–
midnight; and Sundays, 10 
am–10 pm.

B U S I N E S S  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  -  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Greenhouse Cafe offers outstanding meals at reasonable prices
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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Hoboken’s loss is Brook-

lyn’s gain. 
A beloved 107-year-old 

ferryboat booted out of its 
Hoboken home on the Hud-
son River last week has 
found refuge in Red Hook. 

The history-rich SS Yan-
kee, after being made home-
less last week, was tugged 
over to its new home at the 
Gowanus Bay Terminal on 
July 2.

“We had nowhere to go,” 
said owner Victoria MacK-
enzie-Childs. “This was a 
way for Yankee to exist.”

MacKenzie-Childs and 
her husband, Richard, 
are both artists and have 
owned the boat for the past 
12 years. Said to be the old-
est known ferryboat in the 
country, the U.S. Navy com-
missioned it during World 
War I and II to be a patrol 
boat. During the 1920s, it 
shuttled thousands of newly 
arrived immigrants from 
Ellis Island to New York 
City. 

After spending eight 
years docked at a private 
pier in Hoboken, in the 
wake of Hurricane Sandy, 
the steel-hulled passenger 
vessel was forced to relocate 
to a pier owned by the New 
Jersey city. In March, the 
city of Hoboken hit the ship 
with an eviction notice, said 
MacKenzie-Childs. 

Desperate, the couple 
tried to negotiate with the 
mayor’s offi ce to allow the 
boat to stay in Hoboken. 
But, in late June, they were 
told that the old ship had to 
leave for reasons that in-
cluded electrical violations 
and other complaints.

With just days to fi nd a 
new port big enough to hold 
the 150-foot-long vessel with 

three decks, the boat own-
ers went to the Metropolitan 
Waterfront Alliance. The 
Alliance was able to link up 
the owners with concrete 
titan John Quadrozzi Jr. of 
the Gowanus Bay Termi-
nal. He allowed the crew to 
dock the boat on the Henry 

Street pier.
Even before an agree-

ment was fi nalized, the ves-
sel was tugged over to Red 
Hook last week because it 
was in such a dire situation, 
said MacKenzie-Childs. 

After meeting Quadrozzi 
and viewing the neighbor-

hood’s industrial water-
front, MacKenzie-Childs 
said that having Quadrozzi 
as a boat landlord was a 
perfect match. 

“After we got here, we 
knew it was meant to be,” 
she said. “I want Red Hook 
to be as grateful to Yankee 

as Yankee is to Red Hook.”
Yankee will likely be-

come a permanent fi xture 
at the Gowanus Bay Ter-
minal, said both Quadrozzi 
and MacKenzie-Childs. 

The ferryboat has been 
revamped over the years 
and has even been used as a 
“boatel” for people to rent out 
rooms for overnight stays. 

MacKenzie-Childs said 
that she hopes to create a 
public museum in the boat. 
She wants to have exhibits 
showing the history of the 

waterfront and the Yankee. 
The ship will offer free tours 
and MacKenzie-Childs said 
she plans to rent out the up-
per deck as a community 
and professional meeting 
space. 

“Yankee could be a busi-
ness think tank,” she said, 
“a place where people can 
leave the corporate board 
room.” 

Quadrozzi said he ex-
pects to have the boat per-
manently docked at the Co-
lumbia Street pier so that 
the public can easily board 
it from the street. 

“It’s going to be a pub-
lic attraction vessel,” said 
Quadrozzi, adding that his 
vision for the waterfront 
matched that of MacKenzie-
Childs. 

Quadrozzi is also in 
talks with PortSide NewY-
ork, the owner of the  Mary 
A. Whalen, a Depression-
era oil tanker , to have that 
boat moved permanently to 
the Columbia Street pier. 

“My hope is that the pub-
lic can become educated by 
having these vessels along 
Columbia Street,” he said. 

Booted from Hoboken, historic ship invited to Gowanus Bay Terminal

NEW REFUGE: (Clockwise from 
lower left) Victoria MacKenzie-
Childs, owner of the historic SS 
Yankee ferryboat, could not be 
happier that the beloved vessel 
has found a potentially perma-
nent home in Red Hook. The 
107-year-old ferryboat docked 
at Gowanus Bay Terminal. From 
left, MacKenzie-Childs and her 
boat crew — Terin Izil, Aaron 
Maier, Pierre Travis, Josh Rasp, 
and Noel Leon — ferried their 
way over to Red Hook from 
Hoboken. 
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Ferry fi nds home in Red Hook 
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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streets; 81 Prospect St. be-
tween Pearl and Jay streets; 
77 Sands St. between Pearl 
and York streets, and 90 
Sands St. between Pearl 
and Jay streets, which are 
zoned for manufacturing 
and commercial use, could 
become a major player in 
the so-called Brooklyn Tech 
Triangle, which Downtown 
policy-makers are touting 
as the next Silicon Valley.

“These properties fea-
ture large, creative offi ce 
space right in the heart of 
the growing Brooklyn Tech 
Triangle,” said Jared Kush-
ner, chief executive offi cer 
of Kushner Companies, 
which purchased the build-
ings. “We look forward to 
playing a key role in the 
continued improvement of 
the neighborhood and ad-
vancement of the market.”

The fact that the proper-
ties won’t become a mixed-
used of housing and com-
mercial spaces scared off 
some potential buyers — 
including Two Trees Man-
agement, which famously 
converted manufacturing 

space to residences during 
the 1990s, reviving a neigh-
borhood as it shed its indus-
trial past.

Two Trees head Jed 
Walentas said his company 
did put in a bid for the land 
— but it was even lower than 
the one fi nally accepted by 
the Witnesses.

The Watchtower, which 
did not return calls for com-
ments by press time, has 
been working for the last 
decade to sell more than 30 
of its properties in Brook-
lyn Heights and DUMBO as 
it moves its operations up-
state. Its property in Brook-
lyn has been used to house 
sect members and run a 
printing press — and it has 
been  selling them off since 
2004 for massive profi ts .

One of the first to go, 
360 Furman St. — now 
One Brooklyn Bridge 
Park — went for $205 mil-
lion back in 2004. Late 
last year, the Bossert Ho-
tel on Montague Street at 
Hicks Street — where the 
Brooklyn Dodgers cele-
brated their World Series 
championship in 1955 — 
sold for $81 million. It will 
be turned back into a ho-
tel after spending years 

as a dorm for Watchtower 
members.

The most recent sale in-
volves buildings that have 
been owned by the Watch-
tower Bible and Tract Soci-
ety for about a century. All 
the buildings have M1-6 zon-
ing, meaning that they are 
limited to manufacturing or 
commercial use. They will 
be redeveloped in partner-
ship with Livwrk Holdings, 
according to a statement 
from the companies.

Kushner and RFR, 
which jointly purchased the 
property, did not respond to 
requests for additional com-
ment. 

The sale, which will re-
turn the buildings to the 
tax roll once a non-religious 
organization takes control, 
could even have an effect on 
the amount of condomini-
ums that are constructed 
inside Brooklyn Bridge 
Park.

Park backers have for 
years  hoped that the city 
would consider building 
less housing in the park if 
new property tax dollars 
raised once the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses moved out of the 
area could offset the costs 
of running the greenspace .

Sale
Continued from cover

A Luna Park spokes-
man downplayed the dan-
ger that afternoon, argu-
ing the tower was designed 
to bend in the breeze. The 
spokesman suggested that 
the person who reported 
the leaning tower had been 
overzealous.

“Not sure why there 
is a problem here,” the 

spokesman said.
But the next day, the 

city began talking with 
the fun zone’s manage-
ment about dismantling 
the structure.

The leaning tower also 
forced the closure of Won-
der Wheel Park on W. 12th 
Street on July 3. However, 
Wonder Wheel’s owner Den-
nis Vourderis said he did 
not think the Astro Tower’s 
swaying had been espe-
cially severe.

“It didn’t seem any 
worse than usual, and I’ve 
only been here 43 years,” 
the amusement owner said 
at the time. Vourderis’s fa-
ther bought the park’s epon-
ymous ferris wheel in 1983, 
after owning a nearby con-
cession stand for more than 
a decade. 

Both Luna Park and 
Wonder Wheel Park re-
opened on Independence 
Day, but Luna had to tear 
the tower down.

Tower
Continued from cover

LOWER TOWER: (Left) The iconic Astro Tower was dismantled on July 4, after swaying in the wind 
before the holiday (right).
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Visit SummerStrollOn3rd.com

EVENT DATES & ROUTES
07/19 and 07/26 | 80th St.–90th St. | 6:00-10:00 PM

08/09 and 08/16 | 69th St.–80th St. | 6:00-10:00 PM

SUMMER STROLL is a custom project that closes streets for everyone to play, walk, dine  
and enjoy avenue wide cultural activities. This event is not only an annual celebration of   

Bay Ridge’s 3rd Avenue—it encourages Brooklynites from near and far to come and  
experience enriched cultural exhibitions, theater performances, book signings, different  

types of music, local vintage shops, foodie haven and good old laughter.

FUN FOR 
THE WHOLE 
FAMILY IN 

BAY RIDGE, 
BROOKLYN!

ThirdAvenueBayRidge @3rdavemerchants 
#summerstrollon3rd

MAIN OFFICE:
1750 86th Street • Brooklyn, NY 11214
Phone: 718-680-2121 • www.brfcu.org

BRANCH:
1609 Avenue Z • Brooklyn, NY 11235

Phone: 718-934-6809

BY COLIN MIXSON
Councilman Lew Fidler 

has decided it’s about time 
that the city puts some real 
money into fi xing up the 
Plumb Beach bike path.

 He’s giving the Parks 
Department $450,000 to 
reinforce and repave the 
route that’s slowly sliding 
into the water.

“I made a promise to 
get this done and I take my 
promises very seriously,” 
said a very serious Fidler.

Nestled between the Belt 
Parkway and Plumb Beach, 
the bike path has been fl irt-
ing with ruin for as long as 
anyone can remember.

According to life-long lo-
cal Cliff Brukenstein, the 
sand on which the bike path 
was built is in a constant 
state of erosion. While the 
erosion wasn’t caused by re-
cent nor’easters, hurricanes, 
and super storms, the storms 
have caused it to accelerate.

“It really wasn’t the 
storm damage,” said 
Brukenstein, also a mem-
ber of the Sheepshead Bay–
Plumb Beach Civic Asso-
ciation. “Plumb Beach has 
been eroding since forever, 
since they built the Belt.”

As the path’s sandy foun-
dation slips into Jamaica 
Bay, the asphalt path is 
crumbling. Although the 
city has made modest at-
tempts to reinforce the bike 
path and prevent erosion 

by laying down sand bags, 
those efforts have only 
managed to stem the bleed-
ing, not close the wound.

The Army Corps of En-
gineers is currently work-
ing on a project to protect 
Plumb Beach and the valu-
able Belt Parkway behind 
it. However, Fidler decided 
there needs to be a more 
permanent and comprehen-
sive solution.

“There is [a] consensus 
that the work should not be 
done until the Army Corps’ 
project is complete and the 

stability of the beach is en-
sured,” he said.

Fidler said he high-
balled the funding to ensure 
a speedy completion to the 
bike path’s rehabilitation 
project. He said some of that 
$450,000 may be left over 
and returned to the city for 
use in other projects.

The path’s rehabilitation 
is expected to commence 
next spring, following the 
completion of the Army’s 
anti-erosion project. That 
project is slated to end in 
December.

Parks gets $450,000 to reinforce byway

HELPING HAND: Councilman Lew Fidler is giving the Parks Depart-
ment $450,000 to reinforce and repave the Plumb Beach bike path.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Fidler fi nds funds 
to fi x bike path

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
A 20-year-old driver 

was killed and his two 
passengers were injured 
after his car slammed into 
a tree on Ocean Parkway 
early on Sunday, authori-
ties said. 

Zahurul Alam was 
driving north on the thor-
oughfare near Avenue J 
in around 2:45 am when 
he lost control of his 2001 

silver Lexus and crashed, 
police said.

Alam, of Beverly Road, 
died in the wreckage. It’s 
unclear if the young driver 
was speeding.  Police are 
still investigating.

The two survivors are 
men aged 20 and 23. They 
were rushed to Lutheran 
Medical Center where 
they were listed in stable 
condition, cops said. 

The fatal crash is the 
latest in a series of deadly 
incidents on the roadway. 

Last month, an elderly 
Kensington resident was 
struck and killed by a trac-
tor trailer at Ocean Park-
way and Church Avenue. 

Tri-State Transporta-
tion Campaign  designated 
Ocean Parkway as the bor-
ough’s most dangerous 

Driver killed in car crash

Continued on page 13
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SHEDS

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

CELLAR DOORS

BASEMENT LOCKERS

$1099 Most Sizes

FREE Delivery • FREE Installation

  NO PROFIT SHARING!
              Own Outright
FREE ON SITE EVALUATION
  Includes a FREE Floor Plan

                                                           

  5' x 7' x 6'10".........$665  
  5' x 10' x 6'10"......$899 
  10' x 7' x 6'10"......$1260 
  10' x 15' x 6'10"....$2250  

SIDE WALL HEIGHTS:

8'........$22.50 sf.. $19.50 sq.ft.
10½'...$25.50 sf...$22.50 sq.ft.
13½'...$29.00 sf...$26.50 sq.ft.

Condos • Co-Ops • Apartments

steelsheds.com

Includes:

As Seen At The 'Cooperator' and 'Buildings NY' Trade Shows

FREE Floor
*Optional:

     6' & 8'
Double Doors

Windows• More Sizes On Our Web Site •

Custom Made to Fit Your Entrance

STEEL BUILT 

NY, NJ, CT, Tri-State Metro Area

178 New Highway, Amityville, N.Y. 11701  631-789-6500

Made in U.S.A.
Since 1950

STRONGEST STEEL PRODUCTS ON THE MARKET
Commercial Grade • All Welded  Construction • Can Not be Dented by Hand

Buy Direct  From the Manufacturer and $ave

$1400

One & a Half Car GARAGE  $6995

NOW!
$665 F

Includes:NONONONONOW!W!W!W!W!

10' x 10' x 6'10"...$1900...$1500 *

5' x 5' x 6'10"

SIDE WALL HEIGHTS

Fuel Surcharge may apply

NO PROFIT SHARING!

gs NY'YY Trade Shows

C sto Made to Fit Yo E t a ce

NONONONOW!W!W!W!

$111999000000 .$$$11199900000....$

HIC License # 4014-H1

as shown

Includes: Delivery, Installation, and take away of old metal door

Made of

to Last
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BY MELISSA GOLDIN
Coney Island was the 

place to be on the Fourth of 
July this year as thousands 
of people from the borough 
and beyond came out in 
droves to celebrate Indepen-
dence Day Brooklyn-style. 

Holiday revelers didn’t 
let Thursday’s 90-degree 
heat stop them from relax-
ing on the beach (if they 
could fi nd an empty spot) 
and going for a spin on the 
rides at Luna Park (which 
was open despite concerns 

that it might be closed for 
the Fourth due to reports 
that the Astro Tower was 
 swaying in the wind ). 

Joey “Jaws” Chestnut 
broke his  own record  at 
Nathan’s Fourth of July 
Hot Dog Eating Contest by 

chowing down on 69 franks 
and buns in 10 minutes, the 
 Cyclones  faced off against 
the Aberdeen IronBirds, 
and the day came to an end 
as the crowds enjoyed a 
fi reworks display from the 
Boardwalk.

BY SCOTT HANSEN
Four thousand one hundred and ninety-

two hits. One hundred points in one bas-
ketball game. A 56-game hitting streak.

Forget all those numbers, as they have 
been rendered meaningless. 

The new standard is 69 — the amount 
of hot dogs and buns Joey “Jaws” Chestnut 
ate in 10 minutes during sport’s most gru-
eling event. 

Chestnut stuffed the 69th in his mouth 
just as time expired to shatter his previ-
ous record of 68 franks that the now-seven-
time winner of Nathan’s Fourth of July 
Hot Dog Eating contest had reached twice 
before. 

Three words explain the feat best: 
amazing, incredible, and, most appropri-
ately, disgusting.

Matt “Megatoad” Stoney was the only 
other eater who challenged Chestnut in 
the contest. Stoney started with an early 
lead, but couldn’t keep up with the met-
ronome pace set by Jaws. Stoney finished 
in second place with 51 hot dogs, setting 
his own personal record, but well short 
of champion.

Sonya “The Black Widow” Thomas 
won her fourth-straight title on the wom-
en’s side, albeit by more nail-biting means. 
Thomas fell behind to Juliet Lee by fi ve 
whole franks, but stormed back in the fi -
nal minutes to beat her by three-quarters 
of a hot dog. Thomas fi nished with 36 and 
three-quarters hot dogs and buns com-
pared to Lee’s 36.

THE STOMACH: Joey “Jaws” Chestnut devours another hot dog and bun en route to a 
world-record 69 in 10 minutes — a gatronomical feat unmatched in human history. 
 Photo by Paul Martinka

PEOPLE’S PLAYGROUND: (Clockwise from above) Luna Park re-
opened for the Fourth of July despite concerns about the Astro 
Tower being unstable. The beach was packed as thousands came 
to Coney. The water was the only way to beat the heat. 
 Photos by Paul Martinka

The Parachute Jump lights up on the Fourth of July to cel-
ebrate the birth of the greatest nation on Earth. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

‘Jaws’ Chestnut shatters own record

Brooklyn, USA!

Thousands celebrate the Fourth of July in Coney Island
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Let us help.
Your tax problems will not go away by themselves.

Find someone who can help you solve them today. 

We will represent you before IRS and state tax authorities. 

The dedication to our clients has been proven for over 30 years.  

Call our offi ces today for a free consultation.

42 West 38th Street, Suite 901 
New York, NY 10018 

Tel: 212-302-9400 
www.goldburdmccone.com

TIRED OF GETTING
KICKED AROUND?

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

We call our office State-
of-the-Art Dentistry 
because we keep 

our technology and 
techniques up-to-date 
to provide you the best 
experience possible. We 
accommodate families 
of all ages with strict 

sterilization techniques.

718.339.7878

Your smile is our priority.

PROVIDING QUALITY, AFFORDABLE CARE

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection 
of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Nobody celebrates In-

dependence Day like Bay 
Ridge!

Brooklyn’s most patri-
otic neighborhood rang 
in the 237th anniversary 
of America’s birth with 
its sixth-annual Fourth of 
July picnic in Shore Road 
Park.

Some 2,000 people poured 
into the greenspace’s 82nd 
Street Field even as the 

heat index fl irted with 100 
degrees. As a line-up of six 
local bands rocked out on-
stage, adults guzzled liq-
uids and children danced 
in the sprinklers.

“It was hot, but we had 
enough water and kept ev-
erybody hydrated,” said 
organizer Chip “Festival 
Guy” Cafi ero. 

Cafi ero handed out to 
attendees more than $1,000 
worth of gift certifi cates to 

be redeemed at Bay Ridge 
businesses. And hundreds 
of raffl e tickets were sold 
with proceeds going to the 
68th Precinct Community 
Council and the South-
west Brooklyn Parks Task 
Force.

The highlight of the 10-
hour event, according to 
Cafi ero, was a performance 
by tenor Daniel Rodriguez, 
a New York City police of-
fi cer who was two blocks 

away from the World Trade 
Center on 9-11, and became 
famous as a singer in the 
days and weeks afterward. 
Rodriguez enthralled the 
crowd with performances 
of “The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” and “God Bless the 
U.S.A.”

“The whole crowd, ev-
erybody had goosebumps,” 
said Cafi ero. “I had people 
crying, falling over with 
the emotion.” 

FOURTH FUN: (Above) Five-year-old Alec O’Brien of Windsor Ter-
race shows off his patriotism in balloon form at the Fourth of July 
picnic in Bay Ridge. (Center) Ava DeAngelis, 15 months, lives it up 
at the party in Shore Road Park. (Right) Elsie Willumsen and Julie 
Bergland of Bay Ridge came out in full patriotic garb. 
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Families have a ball in Bay Ridge
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GROCERY DEPT. DAIRY DEPT. FROZEN DEPT. HOME COOKED DINNERS

PRODUCE DEPARTMENT DELI DEPARTMENTFISH DEPT.

SilverStarsGourmetCatering.com   

WHITE ROSE

SUGAR
4 LB.

BUMBLE BEE SOLID WHITE 
TUNA
5 OZ.

WE NOW SELL 
ORGANO GOLD COFFEE,

TEAS & HOT CHOCOLATE

MINUTE MAID PREMIUM

ORANGE JUICE 
59 OZ.

WHITE ROSE WHIPPED

BUTTER 
8 OZ.

YOCRUNCH 

YOGURT 
6 OZ.

WHITE ROSE

AMERICAN CHEESE 
12 OZ. SINGLES

TURKEY HILL
ICE CREAM
48 OZ.

CELESTE
PIZZA
5-6.15 OZ.

WHITE ROSE
VEGETABLES
SELECTED VARIETIES - 9-10 OZ. BOX

BANQUET
BREAKFAST SAUSAGE
6.4 OZ.

PENNE
VODKA

SALMON FILLET 
DINNER 6 OZ.

FRESH FLOUNDER 
FILLET DINNER
ORZO PEAS & 
MUSHROOMS

$299

$649

$799

$29999¢

2/$300

2/$100

2/$300

2/$500

$199

2/$300

$499

LB.

LB

EA.

LB.

We Gladly Accept 
EBT & WIC

Sale Dates: Friday July 12th –Thursday July 18th, 2013
Open: Monday– Saturday 8am – 7 pm, Sunday 8am – 5 pm

SilverStarQualityMeats.com   FREE DELIVERY ON STORE ORDERS!

FREE PARKING

WASHINGTON STATE
CHERRIES

NEW JERSEY 
BLUEBERRIES

GENOA 
SALAMI

AMERICAN 
CHEESE

LITTLE 
NECK 

CLAMS
2 DOZEN FOR

$799

TUNA 
STEAKS

$899
LB.

79¢
LB.

BOAR’S HEAD #1 IN COLD CUTS HORMEL BRANDBOAR’S HEAD

FRESH MADE SALADS SILVER STAR COMBO 1/2 LB. EACH

$599
LB.

$479
LB.

BOILED 
HAM
OR
LOW SODIUM BOILED 
HAM

$649

$399
SMOKED 
HAM
AND
PROVOLONE 
CHEESE

$199
PASTA W/ 
BROCCOLI
PASTA W/ 
SPINACH
PASTA W/ 
VEGETABLE

CUT FROM CORN 
FED PORKERS
PORK 

SPARE RIBS

3838 Nostrand Avenue             718-934-8520       FAX # 718-332-4620(Between 
Ave. Y & Z)

$119
LB.

$229
LB.

$269
LB. LB.

$399

GRADE A - WHOLE
BROILING 
& FRYING 

CHICKENS
2 IN A BAG

FARM FRESH 
EXTRA LARGE

TOMATOES

$149

$199

FRESH - YOUR CHOICE 
TILAPIA OR 

BASA FILLET

$299
LB.

LB.

GREAT ON THE GRILL
MARINATED 

TURKEY 
LONDON BROIL

USDA CHOICE 
ALL CUTS

CHUCK 
STEAKS

BBQ PLAN $5995
1½ Lbs. Silver Star’s Homemade Ring Sausage, 
Your Choice: (Cheese & Parsley, Spinach & Mozzarella or Broccoli Rabe)
2 Lbs. Hamburgers Your Choice: (Beef, Chicken or Turkey)
1 Lb. Sabrett Beef Franks
4 Lbs. Chicken Parts, Your Choice: (Drums, Thighs or Breasts)
1½ Lbs. London Broil, Your Choice: (Flank Steaks or Marinated Turkey London Broil)
2 Lbs. Pork Spare Ribs
1 Lb. Macaroni and 1 Lb. Potato Salad
1 Package of Hot Dog and Hamburger Rolls
1 Lb. Silver Star’s Provolone Stuffed Pinwheels - Ready for the Grill

COUPON COUPON

$1.00 OFF
ANY BBQ OR FRIED 

CHICKEN DINNER
(INCLUDES: MASHED POTATOES, GRAVY & ROLLS)

ONLY GOOD AT TIME OF PURCHASE. VALID WITH COUPON ONLY. GOOD 7/12/13 THRU 7/18/13

$2.00 OFF
ON SILVER STAR’S FRESH HOMEMADE 

TUNA FISH SALAD
ONLY GOOD AT TIME OF PURCHASE. VALID WITH COUPON ONLY. GOOD 7/12/13 THRU 7/18/13

PER LB.
1 LB. MIN.

SWEET 
GEORGIA 
ONIONS

POMEGRANATE 
JUICE 8 OZ.

99¢

49¢

PINT

LB.

ALL 
ENTENMANN’S
CAKES 

MOUNTAIN DEW
SIERRA MIST
MUG OR 
LIPTON TEAS 
2 LT.

$299

LB.

LB.

99¢

99¢

99¢

EACH
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We are pleased to welcome David B. Samadi, MD
to Lenox Hill Hospital as Chair of  the Department of  Urology  
and Chief  of  Robotic Surgery.

Recognized internationally as a pioneer in robotic surgery for prostate 
cancer, Dr. Samadi brings an innovative approach to the treatment of 
prostate cancer, prostate health and men’s health at North Shore-LIJ 

Health System’s Lenox Hill Prostate Cancer Center.  

As part of the health system, Dr. Samadi and his patients have access 

to our award-winning resources and facilities. 

Dr. Samadi is a Professor of Urology at Hofstra North Shore-LIJ 
School of Medicine, where we are advancing medical education  
for the next generation.

For an appointment, call (212) 365-5000.

485 Madison Avenue, 21st Floor
New York, New York 10022

Learn more about Dr. Samadi and 
Lenox Hill Prostate Cancer Center.

Visit lenoxhillhospital.org/roboticoncology.

BY COLIN MIXSON
The case against 

Thomas Dunikowski, the 
“Stuart Street Sniper,” hit a 
roadblock last month when 
the jury deadlocked over an 
assault charge against the 
Marine Park father and the 
judge called a mistrial. 

Feeling that justice 
hasn’t been served, District 
Attorney Charles Hynes 
wants to do the whole thing 
all over again. Dunikowski 
must now face a new trial 
on all charges, including 
the most serious charge, at-
tempted murder. Pre-trial 
hearings begin on July 12.

The move has Dunikows-
ki’s attorney, Jay Schwitz-
man, crying foul. Schwitz-
man claims that before the 
jurors deadlocked on the 
assault charge, they had al-
ready voted unanimously 
to acquit his client of the 
attempted murder charge, 
based on his claim of self-
defense.

“Actually, they had 
reached a verdict on at-
tempted murder, and they 
found him not guilty on 
grounds of justifi cation,” 

said Schwitzman, claim-
ing that he discussed the 
matter with jurors after 
the mistrial declaration on 
June 21.

The trial stems from a 
June 2011 incident in which 
Dunikowski confronted a 
group of teens who he said 
were ripping open garbage 

bags, throwing trash onto 
his property, vandalizing 
cars, and generally causing 
a royal ruckus in his neigh-
borhood one night. After 
a verbal altercation, the 
homeowner went into his 
house and emerged from a 
window with a Bushmas-
ter semi-automatic assault 
rifl e. He fi red 27 shots, in-
juring three people, in-
cluding a then-17-year-old 
boy who was shot through 
the neck.

Dunikowski claimed 
he feared for his life and 
was justifi ed in shooting 
the teen. Schwitzman cited 
panicked calls to police dis-
patchers from Dunikowski 
and his neighbors as evi-
dence during the trial.

“The people of Stuart 
Street were scared for their 
lives,” Schwitzman ex-
plained. “These teens were 
not just kicking cars and 
turning over trash cans — 
they were trashing every-

thing they could fi nd and 
would not stop, even when 
the police were being sum-
moned. The teens were out 
there to harm Mr. Dun-
ikowski and the 911 calls that 
were made back that up.” 

Schwitzman claims the 
jurors told him that before 
they deadlocked on the as-
sault charge they had voted 
12–0 to acquit Dunikowski 
of attempted murder on 
the grounds of self-defense. 
However, because the judge 
declared a mistrial before 
the jury could deliver that 
verdict in open court, the 
attempted murder charge 
still stands.

The District Attorney’s 
offi ce declined to comment 
on Schwitzman’s claims, 
which could not be indepen-
dently verifi ed. 

Still, Schwitzman be-
lieves the unoffi cial deci-
sion bodes well for his cli-
ent’s prospects in the new 
trial.

Panel deadlocked on assault charge, Dunikowski now faces new trial on all counts

ASSAULT: Thomas Dunikowski used a Bushmaster semi-automatic rifl e — much like the one pictured 
here — when he opened fi re on a crowd of rowdy teens, police said. AP / Chris Gardner

Hung jury for ‘Marine Park Sniper’
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: 5005 VETERANS MEMORIAL HWY, HOLBROOK NY OR ONLINE: FOURSEASONSSUNROOMS.COM

4 Reasons To Choose Four Seasons
For Kitchens, Windows & Bathrooms

SPECTACULAR SUMMER SALE BONUSES - $1000 CASH BACK PLUS A FREE VACATION*!

FOR ALL THE RIGHT REASONS

M A D E  I N  T H E  U S A  F O R  4 0  Y E A R S

TM

(800)-FOUR SEASONS

FREE
IN-HOME 

DESIGN SERVICE!

WINDOWS
BUY 2

GET 1 WINDOW
FREE*! FACTORY DIRECT TO YOU!INTEREST 

FOR 12 MONTHS*!

NO
MONEY DOWN!

NO

The RIGHT Quality
No other manufacturer offers 

a higher quality range of 
home products.

Period.

1

The RIGHT Price
Factory direct pricing to you. 

No middleman mark-ups.
Plus save $1000’s more 
during our Spectacular 

Summer Sale.

2

The RIGHT Installation
For almost 40 years we’ve 

been installing our products 
with our factory trained 

technicians. We do it right 
the fi rst time.

3

The RIGHT Warranty
Our lifetime warranty is 

absolutely the best in the 
business. We simply cut out 

the fi ne print. 

4

KITCHENS WINDOWS & DOORS BATHROOMS

#1 in Quality & Warranty #1 in Design & Installation#1 Brand in USA

Take an additional $500 off 
*

 
during our Spectacular Summer Sale!
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You’re invited to join us at a 

GILENYA® 
Go Program™ Event

An opportunity to meet Marijean Buhse, NP, 
PhD, RN, learn about prescription GILENYA, 
and connect with people in your community.

7/17/13 at 7:00PM
The Pearl Room
8201 3rd Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11209

Tell or bring a friend!
Accessible to people with disabilities.

Light meal served.
Parking will be validated.

Space is limited.

Please RSVP by calling
1-866-682-7491

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to 
the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

GILENYA is a registered trademark of Novartis AG.
GO PROGRAM is a trademark of Novartis AG.

Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation, East Hanover, New Jersey 07936
©2013 Novartis     1/13     T-GYA-1234305

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY COLIN MIXSON
If he doesn’t win the City 

Council race, at least he’s 
got a future in fi refi ghting.

Anthony Testaverde was 
driving through Gerritsen 
Beach on Monday after-
noon, collecting signatures 
for his upcoming campaign 
to replace Councilman Lew 
Fidler, when he got an early 
lesson in constituent ser-
vices.

“We were petitioning, 
driving down Gerritsen 
Avenue and we saw some 
smoke,” said the Indepen-
dence Party candidate. “It 
smelled like an electrical 
fi re.”

Testaverde’s nose wasn’t 
lying. 

As the candidate’s car 
passed Allen Avenue, a lo-

cal man fl agged him down 
and ushered him to the 
backyard of Jose Gonzalez’s 
Aster Court home. There he 
found a hanging electrical 
cable spitting sparks.

After verifying that 911 
had been notifi ed and the 
fi re department was on 
route, Testaverde decided 
to stick around in case the 
fi refi ghters needed a hand. 

Suddenly, matters took a 
turn for the worse.

The smoldering wire 
dropped, and Gonzalez’s 
lawn chairs and his kids’ 
see-saw were soon engulfed 
in fl ames. Testaverde 
sprung into action and cou-
rageously grabbed a nearby 
garden hose.

“I was just spraying,” 
said the valiant council 

candidate. “I didn’t want 
the fi re getting out of con-
trol.”

The candidate said he 
wasn’t unaware of the dan-
ger in using water to com-
bat an electrical fi re, but 
decided to take his chances 
lest the fi re claim more 
property — or worse.

“You gotta do what you 
gotta do,” he said.

Testaverde quenched the 
burning lawn chairs before 
the fi refi ghters arrived and 
left and before Gonzalez 
could return home to thank 
him.

“Thank god for that 
dude,” the grateful home-
owner said later.

As for Testaverde, the 
neighbors never did help him 
out with those signatures.

CANDIDATE FOR FIRE SAFETY: Left, council candidate Anthony Testaverde lept into action and 
quenched a blaze in Aster Court resident Jose Gonzalez’s backyard on Monday, while he was canvas-
ing Gerritsen Beach for signatures to run on the Independence Party line. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Golden aide fi ghts fi re
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 

selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 10am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

Jewelry EX
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires June 30, 2013.

Live Holistic 

Includes: Complete History, Consultation, 
Thermal Image Study & X-Rays (if necessary)

Dr. Vincent Adamo
718-921-5483

446 Bay Ridge Pkwy., Brooklyn, NY 11209
www.liveholistic.net

AFFORDABLE 

RATES FOR ALL 

MILITARY

Zhanna Tsukerman, MD
We are here to give You Personalized Care

T: 718.484.7040 718.484.7119
E-Mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.DoctorTsukerman.com

New Internal Medicine Doctor Now In Your Area

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Williamsburg’s Swing-

ing Sixties Senior Cen-
ter may have caught a 
reprieve thanks to fund-
ing provided by the City 
Council — but that stay 
of execution might end in 
September, because the 
city canceled the center’s 
lease.

At the end of the recent 
city budget session, the 
Council allocated $570,000 
to the Swinging Sixties 
Senior Center and $1.2 
million to the Small World 
Day Care Center hosted 
upstairs. 

That money will re-
place funding that the  city 
cut last year for both the 
senior and day-care cen-
ters based in the  building 
at the corner of Ainslie 
Street and Manhattan Av-
enue. 

“We’re thrilled that 
the centers were funded 
for this coming year,” said 
Greg Hanlon, spokesman 
for St. Nick’s Alliance, a 

housing and community 
advocate organization. 
“We’re working hard to 
ensure that they will re-
main as community re-

BY JAIME LUTZ
Facing unemployment, 

the medical staff of Long Is-
land College Hospital is tak-
ing a deep breath and say-
ing “ooom.”

The New York State 
Nurses Association is 
asking yoga instructors, 
zumba teachers, and oth-
ers to share skills or their 
area of expertise in order to 
boost the morale of the hos-
pital’s caregivers.

Several weeks ago, the 
State University of New 
York defi ed a court order 
and  amputated the trouble 
institution by cutting off 
ambulance service to its 
emergency room .

“In an effort to keep 
spirits up, we are planning 
classes at the hospital for 
the dedicated NYSNA and 
1199 [union] members [who] 
continue to staff the hos-
pital and are reporting for 
duty day and night,” said 
Michelle Green, a member 

of the Nurse’s Association, 
in an e-mail to involved 
community members. 

Eliza Bates, a spokes-
woman for the New York 
State Nurses Association, 
said that the union was also 
going to be giving continu-
ing-education classes for 
nurses at the hospital. Now 
that the state is diverting 
patients from the hospital, 
she said, nurses have some 
downtime, making these 
classes possible.

But why the exercise 
classes? It’s simply because 
the hospital staff could use 
some endorphins right now, 
she said.

“This is a very stressful 
time for the community, for 
the nurses, for the caregiv-
ers, so this is a time to work 
together to do something 
positive while still keeping 
up the fi ght to keep the hos-
pital open,” Bates said.

A Brooklyn Supreme 
Court judge said that the 

State University was likely 
in contempt of court, which 
temporarily forbade the 
school from taking any ac-
tion to close down the hos-
pital. The state university, 
however, said that it needed 
to shut down emergency 
room service because there 

weren’t enough doctors at 
Long Island College Hos-
pital to provide adequate 
care.

The State University of 
New York will have to prove 
that it is not breaking a 
court order at its next hear-
ing, scheduled for July 15.

OM!: Long Island College Hospital staff is turning to stress relief 
exercises such as yoga. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

STILL SWINGING: News that 
the Swinging Sixties Senior 
Center might stay open has 
96-year-old Filomena Scelta, 
shown here with dance instruc-
tor Herb Alicea, dancing for joy. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

LICH nurses turn 
to yoga, zumba

Swinging Sixties 
center gets funding

Continued on page 13


