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BY COLIN MIXSON
The Parks Department 

is sentencing countless in-
nocent saplings to death.

The city is planting 
young trees across South-
ern Brooklyn in  salt-tainted 
soil that is already killing 
off healthy older trees , and 
Parks continues to send the 
blameless plants to their 

doom even as earlier victims 
wither nearby, says a Sheep-
shead Bay woman who wit-
nessed the tree-meditated 
arborcide.

Parks workers earlier 
this month planted a row 
of hapless saplings along 
the northern side of Avenue 
Y between E. 16th and E. 
17th streets, but the trees 

quickly withered, accord-
ing to Alice Coyle, a 48-year 
resident of Sheepshead Bay.

“There’s no question,” 
said Coyle, “they’re dead.”

By the time the city be-
gan planting trees along the 
block’s southern side, the 
trees lining the north side 
were already dead or dying, 

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
The Barclays Center is a hub 

for basketball, entertainment — 
and now, farm-fresh produce. 

A new weekly greenmarket 
hosted by the Barclays Center 
launched last Wednesday on 
the Flatbush Avenue side of the 
18,000-seat arena between Atlan-
tic Avenue and Pacifi c Street. 

“I’m very excited to have some-
thing at the stadium that serves 
the whole community,” said Pros-
pect Heights resident Jessa Zinn 
as she bought a case of blueber-
ries at opening day.

The marketplace’s location 
stands on the spot of the bor-
ough’s fi rst-ever greenmarket, 
which started in 1977.

 “Since that market’s open-
ing, our organization has evolved 
and grown enormously, just as 
Downtown Brooklyn has,” said 
Michael Hurwitz, the director of 
Greenmarket, which is run by 
the GrowNYC organization. 

Vendors said they were hopeful 
for good business considering the 
heavy foot traffi c around the area. 

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
A Cobble Hill grocery 

store that is being forced 
out of its storefront to 
make way for global cloth-
ing retailer J. Crew won’t 
go down without a fight, 
say its owners. 

Managers of the Pacific 
Green Gourmet Food at 
the corner of Pacific and 

Court streets said they 
are gearing up to sue their 
landlord, who they say is 
kicking them out and giv-
ing unjustified favor to the 
clothing retail giant that, 
according  to published re-
ports , is set to open an out-
post there in early 2014. 

“We are going to court 

Continued on page 9
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Southern parks get limited Wi-Fi
 BY WILL BREDDERMAN

Brooklyn’s digital divide is 
closing — but not by much.

A new city plan will extend 
wireless Internet service to four 
parks in Southern Brooklyn, but 
in a far reduced capacity com-
pared to  the program rolled out in 
northern Brooklyn in 2011 . 

The Parks Department fl ipped 
the switch on new Wi-Fi in Gra-
vesend, Manhattan, and Marine 
parks, and in Steeplechase Plaza 
in Coney Island on July 16. But the 
service is not the same unlimited, 

no-pay variety that allows parkgo-
ers in Prospect, McCarren, Fort 
Greene, Herbert Von King, and 
Brooklyn Bridge parks to log on 
for as long as they like. 

Instead, visitors to the South-
ern Brooklyn locations will be able 
to use the Internet free for three 
10-minute sessions every 30 days. 
Southern Brooklynites wanting 
to use the service any longer than 
that will have to cough up 99 cents 
a day — amounting to almost $30 
a month. City agencies defended 

Continued on page 9
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TREEMAGEDON: Southern 
Brooklynites say salt-laced 
soil is killing young trees.

Greenmarket organizers Jessica Douglas and Hanna Rosenberg show off 
bunches of fresh kale and basil during opening day outside of the Bar-
clays Center. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Grocer vs J. Crew Parks dooming saplings 

Green 
sprouts at 
Barclays 

DIGITAL 
DIVIDE 

REMAINS 
Ph

ot
o 

by
 S

te
ve

 S
ol

om
on

so
n



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

JU
LY

 2
8,

 2
01

3
2

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Burglars using strik-

ingly similar methods have 
raided four Bay Ridge res-
taurants in the past month 
and made off with thou-
sands of dollars worth of 
loot. 

Thieves invaded  Mez-
cal’s on Third Avenue be-
tween 75th and 76th streets 
on June 23, Circles Cafe at 
the corner of 69th Street 
and Third Avenue on June 
30 and again on July 20 , 
 Sally & George’s on Third 
Avenue between 78th and 
79th streets on July 12, and 
Hunter’s Steak and Ale 
House on Fourth Avenue be-
tween 94th and 95th streets 
on July 14 . The crooks’ res-
taurant craze has left eat-
ery owners in the normally 
low-crime neighborhood 
hungry for answers.

“I’m here all these years 
and nothing happened. 
Why now?” said George 
Dokmaji, founder of Sally & 
George’s.

In three of the four 
lunchroom raids, the ban-
dits broke open the front 
entrance with a tool — pos-
sibly a screwdriver or crow-
bar. At Dokmaji’s estab-
lishment, cameras showed 
three criminals trying to 
jimmy with the tool one of 
the doors facing Third Av-
enue, before kicking the 
glass in on another. The 
pillagers found just $30 in 
the register — but the furi-
ous Lebanon-born chef said 
the repairs will cost thou-
sands. 

“It’s disgusting and an-
noying,” said Dokmaji, who 
hopes his insurance com-
pany will pay for a rein-
forced door.

Other restaurants also 
hope to be reimbursed for 
expensive damages. At 
Hunter’s, the bandits broke 
open the front door, then 
the door to the basement 
tool room. There they found 
several sledge hammers 
that allowed them to smash 
open several refrigerating 
rooms holding meat and 
seafood. 

In addition to a laptop 
and $8,000 in check re-
ceipts and cash, the glut-
tonous goons grabbed 
pounds of shrimp, several 
aged short loins, and a 

frozen rack of lamb. The 
villains also clipped the 
wires on the security cam-
eras and took the video 
storage device. 

“We’re going to have to 
spend some money,” said 
manager Steve Gannon, 
adding that the tavern will 
likely invest in steel doors 
for its meat lockers. 

Gannon said the sudden 
outbreak of cafe capers left 
him concerned about the 
future.

“I was a little upset 
about it, to say the least,” 
Gannon said. “It makes me 
worried.”

The criminals who broke 
into Mezcal’s used the same 
front door entry tactic — 
but came out with a much 
smaller haul. The crooks 
recovered just $50 from the 
register. 

The fi rst invasion of Cir-

cles Cafe was the only one 
that did not fi t the pattern. 
A manager who declined to 
give his name said that he 
left a window open while 
closing up at 2 am. 

When he returned fi ve 
and a half hours later, he 
saw the screen on the por-
tal sliced open. Inside, he 
found the back offi ce raided 
and a pair of lockboxes emp-
tied of $500.

On July 20, the manager 
locked up at 2:30 am and re-
turned to re-open at 7 am — 
and found the glass of the 
front door in shards. Inside, 
he discovered $300 had been 
taken from the cashboxes. 
The manager said he be-
lieved the two occurrences 
were the work of different 
thieves.

“We’re just assuming 
they’re not related right 
now,” the supervisor said.

BY COLIN MIXSON
Sheepshead Bay’s fa-

vorite seaside strip, Em-
mons Avenue, will soon 
celebrate the opening of its 
second new business since 
Hurricane Sandy swamped 
its shops in October.

Yogurt City, which 
opened on July 16, in a sec-
tion of Emmons Avenue 
that was practically oblit-
erated by Sandy’s vicious 
storm surge, will celebrate 
it’s arrival by giving out 
free yogurt Aug. 3. And it’s 
all courtesy of a former lo-
cal who wanted to get back 
by the bay. 

“I left Sheepshead Bay 
10 years ago for Benson-
hurst, but I always wanted 
to come back,” said Mei 
Zheng, owner of Yogurt 
City. “I thought, if I opened 
a business, I could spend 
more time here.”

The dessert spot opened 
on a deserted stretch of the 
avenue, below street level, 
under the Lohemann’s 
clothing store, fl anked by 
ruined businesses. Zheng 
says she’s well aware the 
same fate may visit Yogurt 
City.

“We’re really worried, 
but we still want to give it a 
try,” she said. “Emmons Av-
enue is very special. It’s dif-
ferent than other places.”

In fact, Zheng took the 
lease for her storefront be-
tween E. 21st and Dooley 
streets despite the massive 

damage she found there, 
and which took months to 
repair.

“It was very bad,” she 
said. “The water was al-
most to the ceiling.”

So far, customers aren’t 
exactly lining up out the 
door, but Zheng is deter-
mined to make her young 
business work. She hopes a 
special promotion on Aug. 
3, when everything is free, 
will help get the word out. 
The store serves 14 fl avors 

of yogurt and boasts 42 top-
pings. New fl avors will ar-
rive every week. 

Yogurt City’s open-
ing comes on the heels of 
 Jumpin’ Bean, a Mexican 
restaurant that was the 
fi rst new business to open 
since the storm .

Free yogurt at Yogurt 
City [Emmons Avenue be-
tween E. 21st and Dooley 
streets in Sheepshead Bay, 
(347) 922–7656] Aug. 3, 1 
pm – 1 am. 

Burglaries plague Bay Ridge eateries

OPEN FOR BUSINESS: Yogurt City is the fi rst new business to 
open on Emmons Avenue since it was devastated by Hurricane 
Sandy. Photo by Steve Solomonson

LITTLE HELPER: Lillian Lu, 12, has been helping her mom, Mei Zheng, get her recently opened busi-
ness, Yogurt City, on its feet. Photo by Steve Solomonson

KNOB JOB: Sally & George’s cook Gamman Mateh shows the res-
taurant’s burglar-broken door covered up with a piece of wood.
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Emmons bouncing back 

Restaurant raiders

New businesses opening after Sandy’s devastation
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FEELING RAKED OVER THE COALS?

LET US HELP.
Your tax problems will not go away by themselves.

Find someone who can help you solve them today.

We will represent you before IRS and state tax authorities.

The dedication to our clients has been proven for over 30 years.

Call our offi ces today for a free consultation.

42 West 38th Street, Suite 901 

New York, NY 10018

Tel: 212-302-9400

www.goldburdmccone.com

Teeth Whitening
with Cleaning and ExamFREE

WE ACCEPT

 Dental Care

Dr. Michael Entin

(bet. Kings Hwy & Ave P)   718-758-2301

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
A fl eet of remote-con-

trolled, camera-equipped 
miniature boats got up close 
and personal with the toxic 
— and surprisingly clear 
— Gowanus Canal last Sat-
urday when canal lovers 
celebrated the waterway 
by peering into its murky 
depths.

Attendees launched the 
data-collecting mini-ves-
sels launched into the oil-
slicked waterway, which 
is fi lled with hazardous 
heavy metals, raw sewage, 
cancer-causing chemicals, 
and  even gonorrhea . The 
event was hosted by the 
Newtown Creek Armada, 
a Superfund-centric group 
that wants to let the public 
explore the fetid canal from 
above and below.

 More than 100 people 
got the chance to navigate 
the boats equipped with 
video cameras and water-
quality sensors during the 
day-long event dubbed the 
“Gowanus Voyage.” Behind 

the controls was a team of 
researchers from Polytech-
nic Institute of New York 
University that created an 
aquatic robot to collect data 
from  Brooklyn’s nautical 
purgatory . 

“It’s raising awareness 
about the Gowanus Canal 
and getting people involved 
in understanding the pollu-
tion and the cleanup there,” 
said Sarah Nelson Wright, 
one of the artists behind 
the Newtown Creek Ar-

mada public art project. 
The group created the 

project last year  when it 
launched the same high-
tech boats to record what 
lies below the fi lthy New-
town Creek , another fi lthy 
waterway that the federal 
government has declared a 
“Superfund” site — mean-
ing it is in the process of 
getting cleaned up with 
money from its polluters. 

The radio-controlled ves-
sels’ underwater cameras 
transmitted their recorded 
images to an onshore-moni-
tor for the spectators’ view-
ing pleasure. People were 
also able to see how dirty 
the water is based on the 
data from the water-quality 
sensors. According to ex-
perts, the water was clearer 
than normal. 

“It was a pretty good 
day for the canal,” said Jef-
frey Laut, a grad student 
at Polytechnic Institute of 
New York University. Laut, 
who said the water wasn’t 
murky, has been assessing 

the canal since October 
when his team deployed 
the  aquatic robot named 
Brooklyn Atlantis into the 
waterway .

“Depending on what day 
you go, the canal can be dis-
gusting or it can be crystal 
clear,” said Laut, who added 
that the data from the robot 
shows that the 1.8-mile wa-
terway is the fi lthiest right 
after a heavy rain because 
of the raw sewage that gets 
spewed into it. 

Laut said that the ro-
bot has captured images of 
garbage, muck, slime, and 
even wildlife, such as crabs 
and herons, that he says 
sometimes fl ock to the wa-
terway. But he hasn’t made 
any breakthrough on the 
canal’s case of gonorrhea.  

“I don’t know how to test 
for that,” said the engineer. 
“I don’t know if there is a 
gonorrhea sensor.” 

On Saturday people got 
to pilot the robot, which 
Laut said he hopes will be 
collecting data on the canal 

for the long-term. The robot 
is equipped with sensors to 
monitor the water’s pH levels, 
oxygen levels, temperature, 
air quality, and salinity. 

Wright said that the day 
was about “engaging peo-
ple with what’s going on in 

terms of pollution in the ca-
nal” in a fun way. 

The federal government 
is expected to reveal its fi -
nalized half-billion-dollar 
cleanup plan for the canal 
this summer. The cleanup 
is expected to go until 2020. 

Spectators get to see what lives (and dies) in the murky depths below

SHIPS AHOY: Jeffrey Laut, a grad student at NYU Polytechnic who 
worked with a team of engineers to create an aquatic robot to scan 
the Gowanus Canal, helped people navigate remote-controlled 
mini boats equipped with cameras and sensors through the canal 
on July 20.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

HIGH-TECH: This aquatic, 
camera- and sensor-equipped 
robot was created by a team of 
engineers at NYU Polytechnic 
to collect data from the fetid 
Gowanus Canal.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Mini-boats scan the fetid Gowanus
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GROCERY DEPT. DAIRY DEPT. FROZEN DEPT. HOME COOKED DINNERS

PRODUCE DEPARTMENT DELI DEPARTMENTFISH DEPT.

SilverStarsGourmetCatering.com   

WHITE ROSE 

NAPKINS
250 COUNT

ENTENMANN’S

LOAF CAKES

ALL GALLON

MILK

TROPICANA PREMIUM

ORANGE JUICE 
59 OZ.

AXELROD - FAT FREE

YOGURT
6 OZ.

FRIENDSHIP 

COTTAGE CHEESE 
16 OZ.

EDY’S
ICE CREAM
48 OZ.

WHITE ROSE - STEAM IT
VEGETABLES
12 OZ. BAG

AUNT JEMIMA
WAFFLES
12.3 OZ.

LINGUINE WITH
CLAM SAUCE
BONELESS CHICKEN 
CACCIATORE

STUFFED 
SALMON
PENNE
VODKA

$499

$749

$499

$299

$149

3/$100

2/$500

$279

2/$300

2/$500

2/$300

WISHBONE

SALAD DRESSING
16 OZ.

WHITE ROSE

KETCHUP
24 OZ.

$199

2/$500

$299

$599

LB.

LB.

LB.

LB.

SHRIMP SALE
COLOSSAL (13-15) ...............21.99
JUMBO (16-20) .....................18.99
EX LARGE (31-40) .................14.99
COOKED TAIL ON (31-40) ...16.99
ALL PRICES ARE FOR 2 LB. BAGS

We Gladly Accept 
EBT & WIC

FREE!!!
1/2 DOZEN FRESH ROLLS

WITH ANY 1 LB. PURCHASE OF BOAR’S HEAD MEAT OR CHEESE
ONLY GOOD AT TIME OF PURCHASE. 

VALID WITH COUPON ONLY. GOOD 7/26/13 THRU 8/1/13

Sale Dates: Friday July 26th –Thursday August 1st, 2013
Open: Monday– Saturday 8am – 7 pm, Sunday 8am – 5 pm

SilverStarQualityMeats.com   FREE DELIVERY ON STORE ORDERS!

FREE PARKING

MUENSTER
CHEESE

WUNDERBAR 
BOLOGNA

ASSORTED
CHICKEN BREAST

LITTLE 
NECK 

CLAMS
2 DOZEN FOR

$799

FRESH

SALMON 
STEAKS
$699

LB.

59¢
LB.

99¢
EACH 99¢

BOAR’S HEAD #1 IN COLD CUTS BOAR’S HEADRUSSER BRAND

FRESH MADE SALADS SILVER STAR COMBO 1/2 LB. EACH

$249
LB.

$499
LB.

$649

$399
BOILED 
HAM
AND
AMERICAN 
CHEESE

$199
GERMAN 
POTATO SALAD
EGG POTATO 
SALAD
RED SKIN 
POTATO SALAD

CUT FROM CORN 
FED PORKERS
PORK 

SHOULDER

3838 Nostrand Avenue             718-934-8520       FAX # 718-332-4620(Between 
Ave. Y & Z)

$129
LB.

$199
LB.

$199

GRADE A
CHICKEN 
CUTLETS

NEW JERSEY
PEACHES

SNOW WHITE
MUSHROOMS

CALIFORNIA
CANTALOUPES

FRESH EXPRESS
GARDEN 
SALAD
$119

GREAT ON THE GRILL

TURKEY 
BURGERS

USDA CHOICE 
BONELESS

SIRLOIN 
STEAKS

BBQ PLAN $5995
1½ Lbs. Silver Star’s Homemade Ring Sausage, 
Your Choice: (Cheese & Parsley, Spinach & Mozzarella or Broccoli Rabe)
2 Lbs. Hamburgers Your Choice: (Beef, Chicken or Turkey)
1 Pack of Sabrett Beef Franks
4 Lbs. Chicken Parts, Your Choice: (Drums, Thighs or Breasts)
1½ Lbs. London Broil, Your Choice: (Flank Steaks or Marinated Turkey London Broil)
2 Lbs. Pork Spare Ribs
1 Lb. Macaroni and 1 Lb. Potato Salad
1 Package of Hot Dog and Hamburger Rolls
1 Lb. Silver Star’s Provolone Stuffed Pinwheels - Ready for the Grill

$1.00 OFF
HOT BBQ CHICKEN

WITH PURCHASE OF CHICKEN GET A FREE POUND OF SALAD
YOUR CHOICE: POTATO, MACARONI OR COLE SLAW

ONLY GOOD AT TIME OF PURCHASE. VALID WITH COUPON ONLY. GOOD 7/26/13 THRU 8/1/13

LB.

LB.

79¢

LB.

$599
LB.

8 OZ.

12 OZ. BAG

NATHAN’S
FRENCH FRIES 
OR ONION RINGS 28 OZ.
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Brooklynites in Sandy-ravaged 

neighborhoods are standing on air 
— literally.

Retreating fl oodwaters from the 
superstorm created underground 
air pockets just waiting to become 
sinkholes beneath streets, build-
ings and backyards across South-
ern Brooklyn, and most people 
aren’t aware of the danger under 
their feet, say local architects and 
companies specializing in subter-
ranean scans.

“From Seagate to Manhattan 
Beach, a lot of these buildings’ 
foundations have been scoured,” 
said architect Walter Maffei, “and 
no one knows about it.”

According to Maffei, any struc-
ture that suffered severe fl ooding 
as a result of October’s hurricane 
is liable to have lost some of the 
sediment beneath its foundation 
as the water rapidly withdrew into 
the ocean, taking tons of soil with 
it.

“When you build a sand castle, 
everybody knows the water comes 
in relatively slowly, but when it 

goes out, it moves quickly and 
takes everything with it,” the ar-
chitect explained. “A lot of scour-
ing occurs at the foundation level, 
or below.”

Underground voids, or air 
pockets, can undermine the foun-
dations of buildings and city in-
frastructure such as roadways. 
This means sinkholes and struc-
tural stability is a big concern 
and potential hazard for people 
living in Red Hook and South-
ern Brooklyn, according to Lou 
Neos, a technician at Ameriscan, 
which specializes in ground-pen-
etrating radar.

“It’s all over, wherever there 
was severe damage from Sandy,” 
said Neos, who has found voids un-
derneath buildings in Sheepshead 
Bay and Brighton Beach. “If there’s 
another storm, people might lose 
their whole house because of a 
void.”

There are two methods for de-
tecting subterranean voids. One 
is tearing up the fl oor, and probing 
the soil manually, while the other 
involves the use of ground-pene-

trating radar systems, a nonde-
structive method which uses elec-
tromagnetic radiation to detect the 
refl ected signals from subsurface 
structures.

Either way, Maffei encourages 
anyone with property that sus-
tained severe fl ooding to check 
for scouring before they begin any 
heavy construction or restoration 
work.

If property owners do detect 
voids, they can use a technique 
called super grouting, in which 
grout, or concrete, is injected into 
the void underneath the building’s 
foundation.

If the voids go undetected, 
however, owners may start to 
see their walls crack, porches 
buckle, and homes tilt as the 
sands begin to settle, and the 
building’s foundation weakens.

“The foundations can settle un-
evenly. If that happens, walls can 
crack and houses may eventually 
begin to lean,” said Maffei. “It may 
not happen over night, but it will 
happen over a period of months or 
even years.”

Sandy’s retreating fl oodwaters may have created air pockets under streets, buildings

HOLEY GROUND: This image from ground-penetrating radar data shows an 
air pocket beneath a local residence.  The smooth, gray portion shows solid 
ground of normal consistency, while the black and white stripes show where 
soil has been washed away by fl oodwaters, leaving voids reaching down as far 
as fi ve feet which could turn into sinkholes and undermine building founda-
tions. Ameriscan

Beware the sinkhole apocolypse

THE WOUND HEALING CENTER
of the Vascular Institute of New York 

Established in 1992

Dr. Enrico Ascher is One of the Pioneers in  
Opening the First Wound Care Center in New York

Diabetic Ulcers

Wounds with Swollen Legs

Venous Ulcers

Discoloration in Legs

Vericose Veins

www.VascularNYC.com

Enrico Ascher, M.D. Anil Hingorani, M.D.
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Summer Warehouse Clearance Sale
On Italian and Spanish Imported Ceramic Tile

50-70% off Selected Items

            PEDULLA CERAMIC TILE, Inc.
                      IMPORTED ITALIAN CERAMIC TILES

                   Come and Visit Our Beautiful Showrooms
4906 20th

.99 sq. ft. 

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

We call our office State-
of-the-Art Dentistry 
because we keep 

our technology and 
techniques up-to-date 
to provide you the best 
experience possible. We 
accommodate families 
of all ages with strict 

sterilization techniques.

718.339.7878

Your smile is our priority.

PROVIDING QUALITY, AFFORDABLE CARE

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection 
of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 

Brooklyn’s 
Premier
Entertainment
Guide

YOUR COMPLETE 
DINING LISTINGS & MORE

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
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We are pleased to welcome David B. Samadi, MD
to Lenox Hill Hospital as Chair of  the Department of  Urology  
and Chief  of  Robotic Surgery.

Recognized internationally as a pioneer in robotic surgery for prostate 
cancer, Dr. Samadi brings an innovative approach to the treatment of 
prostate cancer, prostate health and men’s health at North Shore-LIJ 

Health System’s Lenox Hill Prostate Cancer Center.  

As part of the health system, Dr. Samadi and his patients have access 

to our award-winning resources and facilities. 

Dr. Samadi is a Professor of Urology at Hofstra North Shore-LIJ 
School of Medicine, where we are advancing medical education  
for the next generation.

For an appointment, call (212) 365-5000.

485 Madison Avenue, 21st Floor
New York, New York 10022

Learn more about Dr. Samadi and 
Lenox Hill Prostate Cancer Center.

Visit lenoxhillhospital.org/roboticoncology.

 BY COLIN MIXSON
You say “tomato,” I say, “take that!”
The Aviator Sports and Events Center 

played host to the fi rst-ever NYC Tomato 
Battle last Saturday, where dozens of pay-
ing contestants from far and wide gathered 
to pummel each other with ripe, red mis-
siles plucked from a massive stockpile of 
tomatoes. 

“I had tomatoes inside my ears,” said 
Sujeiry Deleon, who drove down from the 
Bronx with four friends. “I had tomatoes 
everywhere.”

The massive tomato war was the climax 
to an afternoon of summer fun at Mill Ba-
sin’s Floyd Bennett Field. The event kicked 
off at noon with food, beer, and music as the 
tomato warriors prepared themselves for 
the evening’s pulpy carnage.

In the moments leading up to the battle, 
the soldiers of fruit lined up beside a heap-
ing armory of thousands upon thousands of 
juicy tomatoes.

At 4 pm a whistle blew and the war be-
gan.

“At fi rst I thought it wasn’t safe, because 

I saw a girl with a bloody eye and another 
guy had a black eye,” said Deleon. “So, I 
stayed on the outskirts for a little while.”

Many of the tomato fi ghters came with 
groups of friends, who formed small squads 
and tried to cover each other from the 
sloppy crossfi re, according to Deleon. After 
the last tomato was fl ung in anger, the fog 
of war cleared to expose a surreal, tomato 
landscape fi lled with warriors slathered in 
a luke-warm fi lm of soupy plasma.

When the battle was over, the survivors 
celebrated.

“You know how people make snow an-
gels?” Deleon asked. “They were making 
tomato angels, and with that heat, it was 
warm.”

Actually, the number of casualties was 
surprisingly low considering the dozens of 
fruit fi ghters participating in the battle. De-
leon said she had a great time.

“For the amount of people that were 
there, it was safe,” she said. “You have to 
watch out for yourself, but it was a lot of 
fun. I was just laughing and laughing the 
whole time. It’s so silly, you have to laugh.”

THE RED WAR: Aviator Sports and Events Center amassed a vast pile of tomatoes (above) for the 
frivolous fi ght. Hundreds of combatants (center) hurled thousands of ripe fruits at each other in 
the sloppy slaughter. After a gruesome battle, the participants ended up covered in pulverized 
pulp and slimy sauce (right). Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Floyd Bennett Field gets saucy with tomato battle
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“We love it! It’s an ex-
citing opportunity for us,” 
said market manager Jason 
Durham of Rick’s Picks. He 
added that the farmers mar-
ket gives new daytime pur-
pose to the Barclays Center, 
where events are typically 
held at night. 

“During the day it’s like 
a big building that’s just sit-
ting here, so it’s nice to give 
it a human touch during 

the day,” he said. 
The nine-vendor mar-

ketplace includes fish from 
American Seafood; honey 
from Apple State Hilltop 
Family Farm; breads and 
baked goods from Arti-
san Oven; vegan goodies 
from Body and Soul Bak-
ery; vegetables and dairy 
products from Goodale 
Farm; veggies, fruit, and 
herbs from Jersey Farm 
Produce; produce from 
John D. Madura Farm; ar-
tisanal pickles from Rick’s 
Picks; and orchard fruit 

from Terhune Orchard. 
The greenmarket will 

be open every Wednesday 
from 8 am to 4 pm through 
Nov. 27. 

“It’s another great thing 
that’s piggybacking on the 
Barclays Center,” said Sam 
Forman of Bedford-Stuyve-
sant. “I’m excited it’s here.” 

There will be another 
opportunity in the near fu-
ture for foodies to get tasty 
eats outside the arena. A 
food truck event will be 
held on Sept. 7 from 11 am 
to 5 pm.

Continued from cover

Market

the inequality, pointing 
out that AT&T volunteered 
to set up the Wi-Fi in select 
downtown greenspaces. 
But the Southern Brooklyn 
hotspots are being provided 
by Cablevision as part of a 
deal with the city that al-
lowed the company to lay 
cable under public streets. 
Cablevision also agreed to 
meet other city objectives, 
such as extending fi ber-op-
tic service to underserved 
sections of the borough.

“If anybody wanted to 
come in and wire these 
parks for free, we would 
welcome them with open 
arms,” said city spokesman 
Nicholas Sbordone.

Sbordone pointed out 
that this year’s deal will 
ensure wireless service 
through 2020 — as opposed 
to the fi ve-year time limit 
on the AT&T arrangement. 
The spokesman also noted 
that users with Cablevision 
accounts will be able to log 
in indefi nitely.

Southern Brooklyn 
leaders have long sought to 

bring free wireless Inter-
net to their neighborhood 
greenspaces, arguing that 
only granting such a service 
to residents of the northern 
parts of the borough was a 
form of snobbery.

“This will help reduce 
the difference between those 
who are more wealthy and 
those who have less,” Assem-
blyman Bill Colton (D–Ben-

sonhurst) wrote 
in  a letter to for-
mer Parks Com-
missioner Adrian 
Benepe last year . 
“These residents 
are tax payers and 
feel entitled to a 
share of the city’s 
services.”

Colton pointed 
to studies show-
ing that individu-
als without high-
speed Internet 
services are at a 
disadvantage for 
developing skills 
that would enable 
them to partici-
pate in the coun-
try’s increasingly 
digital economy.

“If people could 
use the Internet 

in a park it would be such a 
value in terms of their edu-
cation,” the pol said. 

No greenspaces in Col-
ton’s district have received 
Wi-Fi yet, nor have any of 
the parks that are in Bay 
Ridge. But Sbordone said 
that the plan will eventu-
ally bring Wi-Fi to even 
more, as-yet-unannounced 
parks.

Continued from cover 

Wi-Fi

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 

selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 10am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

Jewelry EX
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires June 30, 2013.

MAIN OFFICE:
1750 86th Street • Brooklyn, NY 11214
Phone: 718-680-2121 • www.brfcu.org

BRANCH:
1609 Avenue Z • Brooklyn, NY 11235

Phone: 718-934-6809

Zhanna Tsukerman, MD
We are here to give You Personalized Care

T: 718.484.7040 718.484.7119
E-Mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.DoctorTsukerman.com

New Internal Medicine Doctor Now In Your Area

WHY FI?: The red dots show the parks 
where Cablevision is providing “limited 
free” Wi-Fi service. The blue dots show 
parks where AT&T offers unlimited free Wi-
Fi service. Map by Leah Mitch
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Tiny mockingbirds are 

attacking walkers and jog-
gers in Greenpoint’s Trans-
mitter Park during aerial 
displays that are  eerily 
reminiscent of scenes from 
Alfred Hitchcock’s horror 
fi lm “The Birds.”  

The attacks, which 
started about a week ago, 
are probably the result of 
the birds trying to protect 
their newly hatched eggs 
from threats such as joggers, 
walkers, and other natural 
predators, who now say they 
are afraid to use the park. 

“It was very traumatic,” 
said Maya Brenner, who 
says a bird came at her 
beak-and-talon-fi rst on 
three occasions. “I have not 
been running since.”

Brenner suffered some 
scratches, but luckily, had 
no open wounds. 

Mockingbirds, who are 
known to be fi erce protec-
tors of their nests and, be-

cause this is  Transmitter 
Park’s fi rst summer , the 
birds are probably not used 
to seeing so many people 
walking so close to their 
nests.

Some who are aware of 
the attacks have taken up a 
new form of bird watching 
— one in which they watch 
as unsuspecting park-goers 
get attacked from the air. 

“[The bird] goes to a 

high perch and 
picks its victims,” 
said John Clements, 
who works at nearby 
River Styx and saw 
the bird attack three 
people in a row last 
week. “It’s usually 
women and people 
on cellphones.”

News of the at-
tacks was  fi rst re-
ported  by the web-
site Greenpointers.
com

This reporter was 
assigned to a day in 

the park last Wednesday and 
was not attacked, but did par-
ticipate in a few serious star-
ing contests with the vicious 
birds. 

Still, some said the at-
tacks weren’t a big deal, as 
they simply showed nature 
taking its course. 

“They are birds,” said 
Linda Orbourne. “Who are 
you going to fi le a complaint 
with?”

On the bright side, none 
of the attacks have been rem-
iniscent of the Mel Brooks 
classic, “ High Anxiety .”

ARE YOU MOCKING ME!: Mock-
ingbirds have been attacking 
parkgoers this past week in 
Transmitter Park. 
 CNG / Danielle Furfaro

HIGH ANXIETY: Birds attacked Mel 
Brooks in his 1977 Hitchcock parody, but 
in a different, more disguting way. 
 Associated Press

Air raid! Mockingbirds 
on attack in Greenpoint

Stray bullet injures 
owner, kills club

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A stray bullet se-

verely injured the owner 
of a popular under-
ground Bushwick music 
hall while he stood in 
front of the venue last 
week — and although he 
survived, his business 
hasn’t. 

The bullet shattered 
the left arm and lodged 
in the abdomen of Yoni 
David, the owner of Big 
Snow Buffalo Lodge at 
about 9:30 pm on July 17. 
At the time, the bands 
Courtship Ritual, Lost 
Gloves, Esparza and FA-
SANO were playing a 
show inside David’s club 
at 89 Varet St., between 
Graham Avenue and 
Humboldt Street. 

David had gone out-
side to check on a distur-
bance, then heard sev-
eral shots, according to a 
police report. A moment 
later, he realized that he 

had been hit. 
Now, the still-hos-

pitalized entrepreneur 
says he is closing for 
good — and tweeted 
that fact on Sunday 
morning to make sure 
acts he had booked do 
not show up.

“If you had a show 
booked here, it’s can-
celed,” he wrote. “We’re 
closed.” 

The shooter, who he 
believed was standing 
in front of the Lindsay 
Park housing projects, 
ran off and has not been 
found.

The promoter added 
in a Facebook post that 
he will be in the hospi-
tal for a while, and that 
he was humbled by the 
outpouring of support 
he had received in social 
media. 

“I’ll love you all for-
ever,” he wrote to his 
supporters.



J
ULY 28, 2013, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

11

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY JAIME LUTZ
Long Island College Hos-

pital is dead.
The state Department 

of Health last Friday ap-
proved the plan to close the 
155-year-old Cobble Hill 
institution — concluding 
a  long battle  by the state 
to close the institution for 
good — and hospital offi -
cials say a judge’s tempo-
rary restraining order de-
manding the hospital stay 
open will be ignored. That 
state agency, which is con-
trolled by Gov. Cuomo, has 
the fi nal say on whether 
a New York hospital can 
close.

The hospital’s doctors 
will be fi red in about 30 
days, according to an e-
mail sent out last Friday 
morning from a hospital 
administrator, and the De-
partment of Health, which 
has the power to keep the 
hospital open or allow it to 
close, authorized the state 
to stop admitting patients 
from its emergency depart-
ment starting at noon to-
day, and to close the depart-
ment altogether on July 
29. All patients should be 
transferred out by July 28, 
according to a statement 
the Department of Health 
sent to the administrators, 
and elective surgeries were 
canceled and rescheduled 
by Monday.

Last Friday, hospital offi -
cials were letting employees 
know they may get fi red.

“When the date is set 
sometime next week or so, 
physicians will be given 
a 30-day notice of termi-
nation,” according to an 
e-mail from a hospital de-
partment head sent Friday 
morning.

The State University of 
New York, which owns and 
runs the hospital, has been 
 trying to shutter it for the 
past six months .

Friday’s order, issued by 
Brooklyn Supreme Court 
Justice Johnny Lee Baynes, 
barred the state from di-
verting ambulances from 
the hospital or taking any 
other action that hampers 
the ability of Long Island 
College Hospital to provide 
medical services. 

But the move is by no 
means bulletproof. The 
state has already broken 
restraining orders barring 
them from touching the 
hospital, and administra-
tors said that they weren’t 
sure the restraining order 
was valid.

“When we get the pa-
pers, we’ll do a full review, 
including whether this suit 
is even legal,” said Robert 
Bellafi ore, a spokesman 
for the state university, on 
Friday. “In the meantime, 
we’re moving forward as 
planned.”

By Saturday, the State 
University notifi ed hospital 
workers that it was appeal-
ing the restraining order 
— meaning that it could re-

sume transferring patients 
from the hospital and di-
verting ambulances legally, 
Bellafi ore said today.

This was contested by 
hospital advocates, who 
said that the hospital was 
acting illegally.

“SUNY must stop pre-
tending that they are above 
the law,” said Linda O’Neil, 
a registered nurse at the 
hospital. 

As of Monday, there are 
only 12 patients left at the 
hospital, according to Bel-
lafi ore.

Bellafi ore said that the 
termination e-mail was 
only preparing people for 
the possibility of getting 
fi red. It was not an actual 
mass layoff, he said, which 
could be a violation of state 
laws governing hospital clo-
sures.

“Organizations have 
meetings all the time to dis-
cuss things that may hap-
pen in the future. It’s called 
planning,” he said.

Last Thursday, hospital 
workers said that they had 
heard the plug was  fi nally 
getting pulled on Long Is-
land College Hospital . At 
the time, Bellafi ore said 
they were lying.

“I think there is inten-
tional misinformation be-
ing put out there in an ef-
fort to make a scene,” he 
said, adding that the hospi-
tal was only removing pa-
tients who consented to be 
transferred.

State approves 
LICH closure plan THINK OF IT 

AS A 5-YEAR

At Ridgewood Savings Bank, making the most of your 
money is easy. Just put $500 or more into a 5-year CD 
and watch it grow. Visit a branch or open your account 
online today.

 www.ridgewoodbank.com

* Minimum deposit of $500 is required to open a certificate. Stated Annual Percentage Yield (APY) 

is effective as of July 15, 2013. Offer may be withdrawn at anytime. There is a maximum deposit 

amount of $250,000 per CD. Early withdrawal penalties may apply. Fees may reduce earnings. Other 

fees and restrictions may apply. 

5-Year CD

 1.75% APY*
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Cats aren’t the only pets 

that get stuck in trees.
A hapless owner’s vain 

attempts to coo down his 
3-month-old tropical bird 
from a tree for 18 hours last 
Saturday evening ended 
with a call to New York’s 
Bravest, who valiantly re-
trieved the wayward fowl 
the next day.

“He’s really like my baby, 
so it was terrible thinking 
of him not coming back,” 
said Mill Basin resident 
Matthew Treppiedi, 18.

The trouble started 
Saturday evening while 
Treppiedi was training his 
young, blue-and-gold ma-
caw, Albus, in the yard be-
hind his home on Basset 
Avenue near E. 66th Street. 
Suddenly, the bird fl ew to 
the top of a 50-foot-tall tree.

“That tree was holy God 
big,” said Treppiedi. “It was 
insanely tall.”

In typical bird fashion, 
Treppiedi said the macaw 
bonded to him upon sight. 
He said that Albus wasn’t 
trying to escape, but that 
he was probably spooked by 
something, which scared 
him up into the tree.

The tropical bird is a 
strong fl ier, but inexperi-
enced, and his owner thinks 
the fowl bit off more than it 
could chew when it fl ew into 
such a high tree.

“We’ve only been fl ight 
training at eye level, so at a 
height that large, he might 
have been scared that he 
couldn’t perch on the way 
down,” said Treppiedi.

Whatever the case, Al-
bus decided to spend the 
rest of the night in the tree 
on Gaylord Drive South, as 
Treppiedi, his parents, his 
two sisters, and their fi an-
ces tried in vain to persuade 
the bird to come down.

Treppiedi said they 
wheeled the bird’s cage, 

along with his food, the two 
blocks between his house 
and Albus’s perch to lure him 
down. When that didn’t work, 
his sister’s fi ance bought a 
60-foot-long poll in order to 
provide Treppiedi’s pet with 
a man-powered elevator.

Despite their best ef-
forts, Albus stayed put. As 
Saturday’s thunder clouds 
rolled in, Treppiedi knew 
he was in for a long night.

“That was one of the 
worst nights ever,” he said. 
“My whole family took 
turns waiting in the rain 
with an umbrella. I was up 
the whole time.”

The next morning, Al-
bus decided he was tired of 
the tree he was in. He fl ew 
off to fi nd another, smaller 
tree further down Gaylord 
Drive.

Realizing their efforts 
were failing, Treppiedi de-

cided to call in the profes-
sionals.

“After a point, we 
thought someone would 
have to get into the tree,” 
he said. “We couldn’t get up 
there so we called the fi re 
department.” 

Heeding the call, Ladder 
Engine 159 raced to the bird’s 
rescue. Soon, fi refi ghters 
Jomo Thomas and Vincent 
Sammarco were lowered 
down out of the tree with Al-
bus triumphantly in hand.

“I shook everyone of 
their hands, I was so thank-
ful,” said Treppiedi. “They 
didn’t even have to do that.” 

The young Mill Basin 
man says Albus is doing 
well after his ordeal, and 
Treppiedi looks forward to 
their long lives together.

“I’m just happy he’s safe 
and eating watermelon,” he 
said.

SAVE MY BIRD!: Matthew Treppiedi looks on anxiously as fi refi ght-
ers try to recover his tropical bird, Albus, who caused quite a scene 
after he fl ew into a tree on Sunday.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Parrot stuck in tree is saved

HERE, BIRDY: (Top) Firefi ghter Vincent Sammarco slowly inches Towerladder 159 towards Treppiedi’s 
golden blue macaw, Albus, in a tree on Gaylord Drive near E. 66th Street on Sunday. (Center) Sammar-
co stands victorious after rescuing the bird. (Bottom)Firefi ghters Jomo Thomas, left, and Sammarco, 
right, celebrate with Matthew Treppiedi, after recapturing his pet bird. Photos by Steve Solomonson
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MEXICAN MID-WEEK 
DINNER FOR TWO $40

MID-WEEK DINNER 
AT-THE-BAR

Fiesta 
Fridays

Authentic Spanish & Mexican Cuisine

presents

$15
per person 

Mon.-Thurs. Only

OUR 
OUTDOOR 
GARDEN IS

OPEN 

Mon.-Thurs. Only

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from UA Movies)

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S RESTAURANT

EXP 8/15/13

FISH N CHIPS SPECIAL

$10 +TAX

1-800-404-CLAWEXP
8/15/13

ZAGAT  
RATED  

EXCELLENT

3 $30F
O
R

FRESH FILET 
FRIED OR BROILED (INCL.)
FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB  (INCL.)
CUP OF ANY CHOWDER OR BISQUE  (ADD $4.00)
STEVE’S AUTHENTIC KEY LIME PIE,  
CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE  (ADD $4.00)

LOBSTER
SALE

WITH THIS COUPON ONLY

TO AVERAGE OVER  
1 1/4 LBS EACH

SIZES
AVAILABLE

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Turns out, you can be too 

clean!
A Fire Department haz-

ardous materials crew 
had to gear up and remove 
spilled cleaning products 
from a 69th Street basement 

on July 23.
FDNY said that fumes 

from mixed ammonia and 
other agents seeped into 
businesses and apartments 
above the cellar near the 
corner of Third Avenue, set-
ting off alarms. Smoke-eat-

ers arrived at 12:15 pm and 
evacuated tenants. A clean-
up crew, clad in head-to-toe 
hazmat suits and gas masks, 
removed the chemicals from 
the basement by 12:45 pm.

No one was taken to the 
hospital.

IN THE BAG: The FDNY hazmat team sealed up materials contaminated with spilled cleaning products 
at a 69th Street basement on July 23. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Chemical hazard in Ridge 
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BY JAIME LUTZ
Long Island College Hospital is dead.
The state Department of Health last 

Friday approved the plan to close the 
155-year-old Cobble Hill institution — con-
cluding a  long battle  by the state to close 
the institution for good — and hospital of-
fi cials say a judge’s temporary restraining 
order demanding the hospital stay open 
will be ignored. That state agency, which 
is controlled by Gov. Cuomo, has the fi nal 
say on whether a New York hospital can 
close.

The hospital’s doctors will be fi red in 
about 30 days, according to an e-mail sent 
out last Friday morning from a hospital 
administrator, and the Department of 
Health, which has the power to keep the 
hospital open or allow it to close, autho-
rized the state to stop admitting patients 
from its emergency department starting 
at noon today, and to close the department 
altogether on July 29. All patients should 
be transferred out by July 28, according 
to a statement the Department of Health 
sent to the administrators, and elective 
surgeries were canceled and rescheduled 

and we will try to do our 
best. We are fighting,” 
said co-owner Billy Sol-
maz, whose shop has been 
open for 13 years on the 
ground floor of the two-
story building. 

The grocer said that he 
was blindsided when he 
found out from customers 
— and not his landlord — 
that J. Crew is expected to 
move into the storefront. 
The clothing retailer 
signed a 10-year lease for 
the building,  the Real Deal 
reported , and will take 
over 2,439-square-feet each 
on the ground floor, lower 
level, and second floor. 

Solmaz said in 2000 that 
he signed a 15-year lease 
for the storefront. In May, 
the building’s landlord 
told Solmaz that the gour-
met store has until the end 
of the year to move out. 

“He said he doesn’t want 
us to stay anymore,” said 
Solmaz, who added that he 
even offered to pay a higher 
rent so Pacifi c Green could 
remain. “He said that he’s 
not negotiating. He wants 
to give the place to a big 
corporation.” 

Solmaz said that even if 
he can’t stay in his present 
location, he is on the hunt 
for another storefront 
nearby so that the grocery 
store can still serve the 
neighborhood. 

“We love this neighbor-
hood. We know that people 
want us to stay,” said the-
owner, a native of Turkey.

Neighbors have banded 
together in support of the 
grocery store, setting up 
an  online petition to stop 
J. Crew from coming to 
the location.  

“Pacific Green is such 
a big part of the neighbor-
hood and the community,” 
said Carl Foner, a Cobble 
Hill resident. Foner started 

a Change.org petition last 
month, after he got wind of 
the news. The petition cur-
rently has more than 4,000 
signatures. 

“It’s a neighborhood 
institution,” said Foner, 
who has been shopping at 
Pacific Green for 10 years. 
“It’s a place where every-
one comes to get great pro-
duce and really good ser-
vice from the people who 
work there.” 

Residents are con-
cerned about big corpo-
rations taking over the 
dwindling mom-and-pop 
shops in their neighbor-
hood, which will ulti-
mately cause it to lose its 
appeal, Foner said. 

J. Crew representatives 
and CPEX Real Estate, the 
brokerage firm handling 
the sale, did not return re-
quests for comment.

The landlord of the 
Court Street building 
could not be be reached. 

J. Crew
Continued from cover

J-SUE: Pacifi c Green owner Billy Solmaz says he is suing his landlord, claiming the owner of his build-
ing wants to break a lease to bring in clothing retailer J. Crew. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

said Coyle.
“They were still plant-

ing, when they could look 
across the street and see 
the trees on the other side 
were dead,” she said. “It 
didn’t make any sense to 
me.”

Carl Cahill of Ever-
green Tree Experts blamed 
the deadly tree epidemic 
sweeping Kings County on 
foliage-killing salt that was 
swept in by Hurricane San-
dy’s massive tidal surge. 
The salt draws water from 
of the plant’s root system, 
choking off the leaves from 
essential moisture.

“The root systems are 
full of salt, and now that it’s 

hot they’re all just drying 
out in the sun,” he said.

Despite reports of trees 
dying in droves throughout 
the borough, the Parks De-
partment said it wouldn’t 
be able to draw any con-
clusions regarding its sup-
posed “dooming” of the 
trees until later this year.

“We will not be able to 
get a true picture of the tree 
and plant mortality caused 
by Hurricane Sandy until 
late summer or early fall, 
when we can observe their 
behavior throughout the 
growing season,” said a 
Parks spokeswoman.

The agency is, however, 
aware of the salty menace 
and attempting to cure the 
soil through the use of gar-
deners’ tricks.

“We have been and will 

continue to remediate soil, 
as necessary, with com-
post and gypsum — both 
mitigate salt damage — to 
encourage the return of 
healthy biological func-
tioning,” said the spokes-
woman.

Despite the salty men-
ace, the Parks Department 
plans to continue planting 
trees during the second 
planting season in Octo-
ber, although the agency 
wouldn’t say how many 
trees it expects to plant.

Coyle can’t see the sense 
in planting trees if they’re 
just going to die.

“The amount of trees 
that aren’t making it 
through, it doesn’t make 
sense to keep planting them 
until they fi gure out if they 
keep dying,” she said.

Saplings
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Check your jewelry box for broken, tangled 
or mismatched jewelry - rings, earrings, 
pendants, watches, bracelets - and we will pay 
you top dollar instantly! 

WE PAWN CASH LOANS

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Invite your friends and family to make quick cash.
It’s a fun, safe and convenient way for you and your 

friends to turn your outdated gold jewelry into cash!

(718) 339-GOLD 4653

VISIT US ON THE WEB  www.cashforgoldbk.com

BROOKLYN, NY

Nothing to Lose, 
Everything to Gain!

1623 Ave. U 
Near East 17th St.

DCA# 1361142

4905 Ave. N 
Near Utica Ave. 
DCA# 1373537

2233 65th St. 
Near Bay Parkway 

DCA# 1420833

2619-2 86th St. 
Near West 13th St. 

DCA# 1408714

2486 Coney 
Island Ave. 

Corner of Avenue V
DCA#1383520

STORE HOURS:

216-17 Merrick Blvd. 
Springfi eld Gardens

DCA# 1387619

QUEENS, NY

WE BUY 
PAWN 

TICKETS 

SCHOOL PAYMENTS? 
GRAD PARTIES?

SELL $250-$499
GET EXTRA $2500

SELL $500-$999
GET EXTRA $5000

SELL $1000 PLUS
GET 10% EXTRA

NO OTHER GOLD BUYERS IN NY WILL GIVE YOU A LARGER PAY OUT 

GUARANTEED!


