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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Out with the old and a 

battle with J. Crew.
Mastellone Italian Deli, 

a beloved Carroll Gardens 
grocery store, closed on 
Wednesday, making way 
for an embattled Cobble 
Hill grocer to open a second 
location.

Court Street’s Mastel-

lone deli is closing its doors 
after some 80 years of serv-
ing up homemade moz-
zarella and Italian meats. 
When the shutters open 
next, the store on the cor-
ner of Degraw Street will be 
an outpost of Pacifi c Green 
Gourmet Food,  the green 
grocer battling its land-
lord’s bid to replace it with 

national clothing retailer J. 
Crew .

Mastellone’s proprietor, 
Vincent Mastellone, said 
that the move to close had 
nothing to do with market 
pressures, but that he has 
simply had enough.

“I’ve been here for a long 
time and it was just time to 

BY JAIME LUTZ
And he is home safe!
Long Island College Hospi-

tal  has very few patients to keep 
track of these days  — about 10 ac-
cording to a hospital spokesman 
—  but that did not stop 81-year-
old patient Celso Heredia from 
disappearing last month only 
to materialize in Florida a few 
days later.

Heredia left the hospital on 
July 24, at the same time that 
many workers were marching 
across the Brooklyn Bridge to 
protest the Cobble Hill institu-
tion’s impending closure.

Police in Fort Pierce, Fla., 
found Heredia safe in his home 
on Saturday night.

Heredia was admitted to the 
hospital in mid-June after being 
discovered walking down the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway 
in a state of confusion with $300 
in his pockets. When police first 
found Heredia, he was disori-
ented and thought that he was 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Police arrested a man 

they think is responsible 
for a  recent wave of restau-
rant invasions  after he was 
caught on video burglariz-
ing a Fifth Avenue eatery.

Schnitzel Haus man-
ager Richard Urban said he 
drove by the locked-up Ger-
man-style tavern shortly 

before 1 am on July 23 and 
noticed the security gate 
was raised slightly. Shortly 
afterwards, Urban checked 
the restaurant’s security 
cameras remotely from 
home with his father, and 
saw a man fi xing himself a 
drink at the bar and picking 
out a few bottles of wine. 

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 10Continued on page 10

Vandal tags houses of worship
BY WILL BREDDERMAN

A man armed with red spray-
paint vandalized half a dozen re-
ligious buildings in Bay Ridge 
overnight on July 29 — and police 
sources say they have brought the 
likely culprit in for questioning.

The vandal allegedly defaced 
religious images, doorways, fl ag-
poles, and walls at Union Church 
of Bay Ridge at the corner of 79th 
Street and Ridge Boulevard, Holy 
Cross Greek Orthodox Church at 
the corner of 84th Street and Ridge 
Boulevard, Bay Ridge Jewish Cen-
ter at the corner of 80th Street and 
Fourth Avenue, Saint Maensurry’s 

Antiochan Orthodox Church on 
Ridge Boulevard between 80th and 
81st streets, and Saint Anselm’s 
Church on 82nd Street between 
Third and Fourth avenues. He is 
believe to have also tagged a build-
ing at the corner of 81st Street and 
Ridge Boulevard now belonging to 
Bay Ridge Preparatory School — a 
non-denominational private acad-
emy — that had formerly been the 
property of Union Church. Offi cials 
at the houses of worship described 
the crime as the act of a madman.

“I don’t think there is any rea-
son why anyone would harm this 

Continued on page 9
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END OF ERA: Mastellone 
Deli won’t be churning out 
any more dried salami.

Suspect in Ridge raids Beloved deli closes doors

Missing 
patient 
made it 

to Florida

UNHOLY 
MARKS 
IN RIDGE

IN DISBELIEF: Pastor Stephen Saffron of Saint Anselm Church looks down-
cast after viewing the red spray-painted crucifi x in front of the Bay Ridge 
house of worship on Tuesday. Photo by Paul Martinka
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It took a moment for him 
to realize that they were 
watching a crime in prog-
ress.

“I said to him, ‘that’s ac-
tually live right now!’ ” Ur-
ban recalled.

The two dialed 911, then 
rushed to the restaurant. 
When they threw open the 
gate, Urban said the suspect 
fl ed upstairs. The father and 
son pursued the accused up 
to the building’s third fl oor. 
There, the alleged perpetra-
tor turned and ran down a 
side staircase and out onto 
the street — just as the cop 
cars pulled up in front.

“We chased him out 
of the restaurant into the 
hands of the police,” said 
Urban.

Authorities allege that 
the 47-year-old man they 
apprehended was also be-
hind the  June 23 break-in 
at Mezcal’s on Third Ave-
nue between 75th and 76th 
streets , the  July 12 inva-
sion of Sally & George’s on 
Third Avenue between 78th 
and 79th streets, and the 
burglary of Hunter’s Steak 
and Ale House on Fourth 
Avenue between 94th and 
85th streets on July 14 . All 
of the restaurants suffered 
a similar style of break-in, 
with the perpetrator enter-
ing through the front door. 

Authorities did not 
charge the man with two 
recent break-ins of Circles 
Cafe at the corner of 69th 

Street and Third Avenue. 
Thieves looted Circles 

twice in the last month. The 
fi rst pillaging — which did 
not match the pattern at the 
other eateries — occurred 
on June 30. A manager who 
declined to give his name 
said that he left a window 
open while closing up at 2 
am. When he returned fi ve 
and a half hours later, he 
saw the screen was sliced 
open and two lockboxes in 
the back offi ce were emptied 
of $500. Then on July 20, a 
crook broke in through the 
front door like at the other 
restaurants — and  took an-
other $300 from the offi ce . 
The restaurant manager 
said he believed the inci-
dents were the work of two 
different villains.

“We’re just assuming 
they weren’t related,” he 
said.

And a few restaurant 

raiders might still be on 
the loose. Sally & George’s 
owner George Dokmaji 
said his security cameras 
showed three ne’er-do-wells 
breaking and entering his 
front door. And Urban said 
that Schnitzel Haus’s sur-
veillance tapes show the 
burglar working in concert 
with a look-out posted in 
front of the restaurant. The 
scout failed in his job, as 
the video recorders caught 
him turning tail and run-
ning when the Urbans ap-
proached. The accomplices 
remain on the loose.

The suspect in the at-
tempted Schnitzel Haus 
heist faces four charges 
each of burglary, criminal 
mischief, petty larceny, 
trespassing, and possession 
of stolen property. 

The 68th Precinct did 
not respond to repeated 
calls for comment.

Continued from cover

Restaurant

close up,” Mastellone said.
The timing worked 

well for Billy Solmaz, a 
co-owner of Pacifi c Green. 
Mastellone reached out 
to the fellow grocer after 
hearing about the Cobble 
Hill store’s rental woes. 
Solmaz is currently gear-
ing up to sue his landlord, 
who he says is unlawfully 
kicking out Pacifi c Green 
to roll out a welcome mat 
for J. Crew. Mastellone said 
that when he heard news of 
the power play, he immedi-
ately called Solmaz to let 
him know that the store-
front he owns would soon 
be open for a new tenant.

Solmaz jumped at the 
chance, but he plans to 

manage the two stores and 
fi ght his current landlord, 
not cut and run. 

“If something happens 
with [the Cobble Hill store] 
we will make sure we have 
a second store,” Solmaz 
said. “We are not going 
anywhere soon.” 

The Turkey-born gro-
cer said that, when he 
opened Pacific Green in 
2000, he signed a 15-year 
lease. But in May his land-
lord told him that the store 
has until the end of the 
year to move out, accord-
ing to Solmaz. 

The new grocery store 
will be called Big Apple 
Gourmet and is expected 
to open in two months. It 
will carry a variety of pro-
duce but it will not include 
anything like Mastellone’s 
meats or deli counter.

Mastellone fans were up-
set to learn that another trea-
sured Carroll Gardens insti-
tution has bitten the dust. 

“It’s sad to hear another 
one of the neighborhood 
icons is going to close,” 
said Carroll Gardens na-
tive Kristina Esposito, 
who for years has gone to 
the old-fashioned grocery 
to buy homemade chicken 
cutlets. 

Mastellone said that 
he knew loyal customers 
would be devastated by 
the closure, but that his 
27-year-old son’s decision 
not to take over the busi-
ness sealed the deal. 

“It was getting to be too 
much for me,” Mastellone 
said.

Pacifi c Green’s landlord 
could not be reached for 
comment by press time.

Continued from cover

Deli

JUSTICE: Sally & George’s cook Gamman Mateh shows the restau-
rant’s burglar-broken door, which has since been covered up with 
wood. Cops think they have the culprit. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta
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GROCERY DEPT. DAIRY DEPT. FROZEN DEPT. HOME COOKED DINNERS

PRODUCE DEPARTMENT DELI DEPARTMENTFISH DEPT.

SilverStarsGourmetCatering.com   

RONZONI 

PASTA
SELECTED VARIETIES 16 OZ.

ALL ENTENMANN’S

CAKES

CHOBANI
GREEK 
YOGURT 
6 OZ.

WHITE ROSE

WHIPPED 
BUTTER 
8 OZ.

FLORIDA’S NATURAL PREMIUM

ORANGE JUICE 
59 OZ.

BUTTERBALL

TURKEY BACON
6 OZ.

WHITE ROSE
WHIPPED OR SOFT 

CREAM CHEESE 8 OZ.

WHITE ROSE
ICE CREAM
56 OZ.

WHITE ROSE
CORN ON THE COB
8 COBETTES

WHITE ROSE
PIZZA
6.5 OZ.

WHITE ROSE
WAFFLES
12.3 OZ.

PASTA IN PESTO 
BASIL SAUCE
BAKED CHICKEN
CORDON BLEU

BOW TIE PASTA WITH 
VIRGIN OLIVE OIL 
& BROCCOLI RABE

GRILLED 
SALMON

$999

$399

$299

$199

$199

$299

4/$500

2/$300

3/$200

WHITE ROSE

SUGAR
4 LB.

$199

$119

$299

2/$100

2/$300

$749

LB.

LB.

LB.

LB.

ALEX’S BRAND ALEX’S BRAND ALEX’S BRAND ALEX’S BRAND
TOURIST 
SALAMI
POLTAVSKAYA 
SALAMI
KARPATSKAYA 
SALAMI

$449
LB.

$449
LB.

$499
LB.

FRENCH 
CERVELAT SALAMI
ESTONSKAYA
SALAMI
PITERSKAYA
SALAMI

$479
LB.

$399
LB.

$399
LB.

CANADIAN STYLE
BACON

BOLOGNA

MORTADELLA

$479
LB.

$249
LB.

$249
LB.

MOSKOVSKAYA
SALAMI
BERLINSKAYA
SALAMI
MOLDAVSKAYA 
KIELBASY

$329
LB.

$429
LB.

$399
LB.

We Gladly Accept 
EBT & WIC

Sale Dates: Friday August 2nd –Thursday August 8th, 2013
Open: Monday– Saturday 8am – 7 pm, Sunday 8am – 5 pm

SilverStarQualityMeats.com   FREE DELIVERY ON STORE ORDERS!

FREE PARKING

AMERICAN 
CHEESE

HONEY 
HAM

BOLOGNA OR 
LIVERWURST

LITTLE 
NECK 

CLAMS
2 DOZEN FOR

$799

TUNA 
STEAKS

$899
LB.

99¢
LB.

BOAR’S HEAD #1 IN COLD CUTS BOAR’S HEADRUSSER BRAND

FRESH MADE SALADS SILVER STAR COMBO 1/2 LB. EACH

$399
LB.

$479
LB.

$399

$399
HARD 
SALAMI
AND
PROVOLONE 
CHEESE

$179
POTATO 
SALAD
MACARONI 
SALAD
COLE SLAW

FRESH SEASONED
CHICKEN 

PATTIES & 
SAUSAGE

3838 Nostrand Avenue             718-934-8520       FAX # 718-332-4620(Between 
Ave. Y & Z)

$299
LB.

$499
LB.

$249

FRESH LEAN
SHOULDER 

LAMB CHOPS

WASHINGTON STATE
CHERRIES

NEW JERSEY
BLUEBERRIES

FARM FRESH
PLUM TOMATOES

OR EGGPLANT

FRESH - YOUR CHOICE 
SALMON FILLET 

& STEAKS

$699$169

$139

LB.

4/$500

FRESH LEAN

PORK 
SAUSAGE

SWEET OR HOT

USDA CHOICE 
FAMILY PACK
SHELL 

STEAKS

YELLOW 
ONIONS
3 LB. BAG

POMEGRANATE 
JUICE 8 OZ.

99¢
LB.

1 LB. MIN.

LB.

99¢

99¢

LB.

$599
LB.

LB.

PINT

WHITE ROSE
CORN OR 
GREEN BEANS 14.5-15 OZ.

DELI COUNTER PERSON WANTED WITH EXPERIENCE 
Call for Details

GRADE AA MEDIUM

EGGS 89¢
DOZEN

3 LB. PACK

WHILE 
SUPPLIES LAST

EACH
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IRS AUDIT LEFT YOU ON EMPTY?

LET US HELP.
Your tax problems will not go away by themselves.

Find someone who can help you solve them today.

We will represent you before IRS and state tax authorities.

The dedication to our clients has been proven for over 30 years.

Call our offices today for a free consultation.

42 West 38th Street, Suite 901 

New York, NY 10018

Tel: 212-302-9400

www.goldburdmccone.com

Teeth Whitening
with Cleaning and ExamFREE

WE ACCEPT

 Dental Care

Dr. Michael Entin

(bet. Kings Hwy & Ave P)   718-758-2301

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Move over, cronut.
Brooklynites no longer 

have to cross the East River 
to scarf down hybrid pastries 
now that cake pops have come 
to Park Slope. The cake pop, 
also known as the cakesicle, 
is the brainchild of Fabiola 
Scarbrough, who opened Fa-
bipops in the neighborhood 
last Thursday. The dessert 
comes on a stick, but do not 
be fooled by the lollipop looks 
of its exterior. The treat is re-
ally a sugary shell that con-
tains a morsel of moist cake.

According to Scarbrough, 
they’re the next big thing — 
and they are already a hit 
with the little ones.

“Kids just go crazy over 
them,” Scarbrough said. 
“It’s unbelievable.”

The confectioner started 
a baking business out of her 
home after her one-month-
old son died of pneumonia 
in 2011. She said the project 
helped her cope with the 
devastation of losing her 
fi rst-born.

“I went through a trag-
edy,” she said. “Baking 
takes me away.”

Once Scarbrough dis-
covered the strange sweets 
at a birthday party last 
year, she became hooked — 
and so did her family and 
friends. Scarbrough said 
that she never baked before 
delving into her cake-pop 

venture and that she never 
expected that what started 
out as a hobby would turn 
into a full-time business. 

“I started off making 
them for friends and family 
and then I started getting 
hardcore orders,” she said. 

The former accountant 
quit her job to take on the full-
time task of crafting the color-
ful golf ball-sized treats. Last 
week, Scarbrough opened 
Fabipops, a business she says 
is Brooklyn’s fi rst-ever cake-
pop shop, on Fourth Avenue 
between Bergen and Dean 
streets, just blocks from Bar-
clays Center. 

Fabipops carries 17 fl a-
vors and creates custom 
treats. Jay-Z, Justin Tim-

berlake, Beyonce, and 
President Obama are all in 
her stable of celebrity cake 
pops. Nor does Scarbrough’s 
pastry customization end 
there. She is willing to ac-
commodate narcissists, too.

“You send us your pic-
ture; we can create you,” 
Scarbrough said.

Cake pop fl avors include: 
birthday cake, s’mores, 
strawberry shortcake, 
cheesecake, cotton candy, 
and lemon raspberry drop. 

Fabipops [60 Fourth 
Ave. between Bergen and 
Dean streets, (347) 480–
7077, www.fabipops.com]. 
Basic pops go for $2.50 each 
or $30 for a dozen. Custom 
pops are $50 a dozen. 

Inventor of treat-on-a-stick opens on Fourth

A cake-pop shop 
comes to P’Slope 

TASTY TREATS: Fabiola Scarbrough opened Fabipops, a gourmet 
cake-pop store and showroom, on Fourth Avenue on July 25. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
You have to give it to 

him. The guy has heart.
The Brooklyn Bike Pa-

trol is back less than two 
months  after founder Jay 
Ruiz suffered two heart at-
tacks and called it quits . The 
volunteer nighttime safety 
service, which dispatches 
bicycling bodyguards to 
meet women at subway 
stops and walk them home, 
will reboot this week.

Ruiz is already back rid-
ing his bike, he said, and 
will reclaim his role as the 
patrol’s most active mem-
ber. But he is also searching 
for more volunteers to help 
fi ll in the busy schedule. So 
far, he has been surprised 
that more borough bike rid-
ers have not stepped up to 
the task.

“Maybe people are afraid 
to ride outside alone,” Ruiz 
said. “It takes a very special 
kind of person.”

The patrol has a stable 
of eight cycling escorts on 
call, but Ruiz is hoping he 
can recruit seven more to 
don the group’s trademark 
neon green duds. 

“I have seven more 
brand-new jackets to give 
out,” Ruiz said.

Ruiz started the ser-
vice in 2011 in response to 

a spate of sexual attacks in 
South Park Slope, Windsor 
Terrace, and Kensington. 
The patrol gained traction 
last year following  another 
string of rapes and attacks 
in Williamsburg and Bush-
wick . Volunteers say the 
ongoing problem of violence 
against women is reason 
enough to spend their nights 
pushing pedals and walking 
strangers to their stoops.

“The idea that other 
women feel unsafe walk-
ing the streets bothers me,” 
said Milisa Burke, a volun-
teer who lives in Bedford-
Stuyvesant and who is 
willing to trek across Wil-
liamsburg, Greenpoint, and 
brownstone Brooklyn to 
usher women from the sub-
way.

For its fi rst month back 
in action, the bike patrol 

will only operate on Thurs-
day, Friday, and Saturday 
nights. In September, it will 
return to its earlier seven-
day-a-week schedule. 

The service requires 
women to call 45 minutes 
before they expect to be at 
their subway stop so that es-
corts have time to bike over 
and meet them.

Call the Brooklyn Bike 
Patrol at (718) 744–7592. 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Come on in! The water 

is … a little bit warmer 
than it should be!

Some Coney beach-
goers say the city may 
have wasted  $5 million 
on yet-to-open Boardwalk 
bathrooms for the Peo-
ple’s Playground   since no 
amount of toilets will ever 
be as convenient as the At-
lantic Ocean. 

“When you gotta go, 
you gotta go,” said Albert 
Navarro, who said he re-
membered fi rst relieving 
himself in the water as a 
youth growing up in So-
dom by the Sea. 

“If you’re all the way 
out there swimming, and 
you start feeling like you 
have to do it, you’re not go-
ing to make it all the way 
back here and then have to 
stand on line. And, I mean, 
it’s all nature, right?”

Other visitors to the 
People’s Playground’s 
shore agreed that resi-
dents are more likely to 
cut out the middleman 
when transferring their 
liquid waste from body to 
body of water.

“I think people who 
are going to do that are 
going to do it regard-
less of whether there are 
bathrooms around or 
not,” said Leonard Glass-
man, who admitted to 
warming the water a few 
times himself over the 
years. 

Even those who would 
not confess to releasing 
their own stream into the 
deep argued that the huge 
crowds thronging the 
beach make swimming in 
other people’s urine inevi-
table.

“All these people, you 
have to think, maybe one 
in 20, one in 30 of them pee 
in the sea,” said Grigoriy 
Abramov, who refused to 
confi rm if he was among 
that number. “How many 
people is that? Maybe 
three, four hundred alto-
gether?”

And others said it was 
impossible to control the 
bladders of youth filled 
with excitement — and 
liters of soda and lemon-
ade from Nathan’s. 

“I mean kids, they’ll 
go right in a swimming 
pool. You aren’t going to 
get them to come out of 
the water to do their busi-
ness,” said Donna James, 
who declined to comment 
on her own excretion hab-
its.

The city continues to 
forge ahead with its  plans 
to install high-rise pre-
fabricated bathrooms on 
the Boardwalk,  despite 
protests from Brighton 
Beach residents who fear 
the elevated toilets will 
be an eyesore. The Parks 
Department would not 
provide an offi cial open-
ing date for the futuristic 
loos. 

W’Burg ‘Bike Patrol’ founder returns after heart scare

HIGH LINE: Angela Guzman is apparently one of the few Coney 
visitors who bothers waiting for the bathroom.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

SAFE AND SOUND: Jay Ruiz is getting Brooklyn Bike Patrol up and running again less than two months 
after he suffered a pair of heart attacks.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Coney’s new johns 
no match for ocean

He’s back on the bike

Swimmers: We go when we have to 

BY MELISSA GOLDIN
The Army awarded 

World War II veteran and 
Brooklyn native Eugene Ga-
gliardi a Bronze Star Medal 
last month for putting his 
life on the line nearly 70 
years ago during the infa-
mous Battle of the Bulge.

“I feel like I don’t de-
serve all this attention be-
cause I left so many people 
behind,” said Gagliardi, 87, 
choking up, after receiving 
the award at Fort Hamilton 
on July 25. 

As a young member of 
the Eighth Armored Divi-
sion, Pfc. Gagliardi was sent 
to Alsace-Lorriane, France, 
to fi ght in what would later 
be called the Battle of the 
Bulge. The battle was one 
of Germany’s last offen-

sives and the biggest, blood-
iest battle fought by the 

United States in World War 
II. Some 19,000 Americans 
died stopping Germany’s 
last attempt to push back 
the Allied Forces.

Gagliardi’s company 
was pinned down for 15 days 
during the battle, not by en-
emy fi re but by the worst 
blizzard of the century, ac-
cording to the Army. Ga-
gliardi’s poorly equipped 
outfi t unit was completely 
surrounded, outmanned 
by three-to-one, and out-
gunned by German fi re-
power and Panzer tanks. 

Gagliardi was dis-
patched to fi nd supplies and 
he crawled around  a vil-
lage for hours, unable to en-
ter due to massive shelling. 
Gagliardi said the Germans 
got to the supplies fi rst — 

when he fi nally reached 
the village, he found ev-
erything blown to bits. The 
blizzard ended just in time 
to allow the U.S. Air Force 
to attack, saving Gagliano’s 
nearly starved unit, and de-
feating the Germans.    

Gagliardi enlisted in the 
New York National Guard 
at the age of 15, right after 
the 1941 Pearl Harbor at-
tack. The Guard discharged 
him upon discovering that 
he was underage, but he re-
enlisted in the Army when 
he turned 17. The Battle of 
the Bulge was his fi rst (and 
only) combat mission.

“This gentleman’s com-
mitment to our nation goes 
beyond a lot of people’s 
comprehension,” said Col. 

Brooklyn native awarded Bronze Star at age 87

A BIG THANK YOU: State Sena-
tor Marty Golden presents a 
certifi cate to bronze star-med-
al recipient Private First Class 
Eugene Gagliardi — a World War 
II veteran who fought in the 
Battle of the Bulge — at Fort 
Hamilton Army Base on July 25.
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Continued on page 9
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MAIN OFFICE:
1750 86th Street • Brooklyn, NY 11214
Phone: 718-680-2121 • www.brfcu.org

BRANCH:
1609 Avenue Z • Brooklyn, NY 11235

Phone: 718-934-6809

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The B37 is back in bus-iness!
The Metropolitan Transpor-

tation Authority voted unani-
mously on July 24 to bring back 
the axed B37 bus line — which 
will run down Third Avenue 
from Shore Road to the Barclays 
Center starting midway through 
next year.

An MTA spokesperson said 
that the board members de-
cided to bring back the bus to 
accommodate a surging econ-
omy along the route, which 
runs through Bay Ridge, Sunset 
Park, and Park Slope. The board 
eliminated the line as part of a 
larger package of money-saving 
service cuts in 2010.

“The B37 was restored to 
serve a growing commercial 
corridor on Third Avenue and 
nearby Second Avenue,” said 
spokeswoman Deirdre Parker.

Before the cut, the Down-
town-bound B37 would turn left 
at Livingston Street and end at 
Court Street. Parker said her 
agency decided to leave that last 
leg of the route off to avoid traf-
fi c congestion.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Call it Bay Ridge’s ferry 

godmother.
It’s a wish come true for 

 R train riders facing the 
14-month loss of their link 
to Manhattan  — for a few 
weeks, at least.

The New York City Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration — the semi-public 
agency that serves as the 
city’s liaison to business — 
has arranged to have the 
Seastreak ferry that runs 
from Rockaway to the Fi-
nancial District make a 
stop at 58th Street in Brook-
lyn to pick up Manhattan-
bound commuters. 

The boat will offer a 
15-minute trip to Wall Street 
for R riders facing a painful 
switch to the 4 or 5 trains 
at Court Street during the 
year-plus-long planned con-
struction on the tunnel link-
ing the two boroughs, which 
 suffered electrical damage 
during Hurricane Sandy . 

Politicians from Bay 
Ridge — where the R train 
is the only subway link 

to other boroughs — ap-
plauded the move. 

“It is a victory for Bay 
Ridge and most impor-
tantly, for the commute of 
so many,” said state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R–Bay 
Ridge).

But the convenience may 
be short-lived. The ferry 
service will begin Aug. 5 
— three days after the tun-
nel closes — and last until 
Labor Day. The city will 
then assess if ridership is 

high enough to justify con-
tinuing the service — and, 
if not, it will end. Electeds 
urged commuters to use 
the ferry to keep the service 
from sinking.

One-way fares will be 
$2. The fi rst ferry will stop 
at 58th Street at 6:20 am, 
and run every hour until 10 
am. The boat will stop fi rst 
at Wall Street, then at East 
34th Street. Returning boats 
will launch from Manhat-
tan from 4 pm until 8 pm. 

Restored line to run from Bay Ridge to Barclays

BUS BUZZ: Stanley Mroz, Assemblywoman Janele Hyer-
Spencer, Irene Berkson, Peter Killen and Estelle Biziewski got 
their way when the MTA agreed to restore B37 bus service.
 Photo by Bob Hacken

Ferry service in Sunset Park 

B37 bus back in Ridge

INTO THE SUNSET: The Rockaway–Manhattan ferry operated 
by Seastreak will stop at 58th Street in Sunset Park for the next 
month to give a lift to Brooklynites stranded by repairs to the 
Sandy-saturated R-train tunnel. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 

selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 10am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

Jewelry EX
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires June 30, 2013.

Live Holistic 

Includes: Complete History, Consultation, 
Thermal Image Study & X-Rays (if necessary)

Dr. Vincent Adamo
718-921-5483

446 Bay Ridge Pkwy., Brooklyn, NY 11209
www.liveholistic.net

AFFORDABLE 

RATES FOR ALL 

MILITARY

Zhanna Tsukerman, MD
We are here to give You Personalized Care

T: 718.484.7040 718.484.7119
E-Mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.DoctorTsukerman.com

New Internal Medicine Doctor Now In Your Area

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Hundreds of young 

fashion-forward do-gooders 
fl ocked to Prospect Park’s 
historic boathouse on July 
24 for the annual gala ben-
efi tting Brooklyn’s back-
yard. 

The Prospect Park Alli-
ance’s 11th annual Summer 
Soiree drew more than 500 
attendees and raised up-

wards of $90,000 to restore 
and maintain the 585-acre 
greenspace. The shindig 
featured cocktails, hors 
d’oeuvres, live music, and 
a silent auction with nearly 
130 high-end wares. 

“It was a beautiful eve-
ning fi lled with great mu-
sic, fantastic food and lots of 
fun for all for a great cause,” 
said Prospect Park Alliance 

spokesman Paul Nelson. 
Fashion icon Diane von 

Furstenberg’s fashion com-
pany was the title sponsor 
of the event, which drew 
many fi gures from the fash-
ion industry, including 
Sally Singer of Vogue. 

Alliance president Em-
ily Lloyd and attendees 
mixed and mingled at the 
picturesque 1905 beaux-arts 

structure. Beats spun by DJ 
Kilo Kish kept partygoers 
on their feet. There were 
also performances by The 
Drums and Tamaryn. 

The Alliance manages 
the entire greenspace on a 
$9 million budget, so fund-
raisers like the Summer 
Soiree help the Alliance 
generate much-needed cash 
to help maintain the park. 

SWINGING SOIREE: (Above) Tamaryn rocked the boathouse when 
she took the stage at the annual Summer Soiree. (Center) Attend-
ees had a ball at the fundraising gala benefi tting Brooklyn’s back-
yard. (Right) DJ Kilo Kush entertains the crowd. 
 Photos by Paul Martinka

P’Park hosts its Summer Soiree
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Call it a towering shame.
Homecrest residents and local 

leaders are crying foul over a de-
cision by an obscure city board 
allowing construction to move 
forward on an absurd tower on E. 
12th Street — a ruling many see 
as proof that the agency is more 
concerned with politics than jus-
tice.

“This is one of the biggest 
injustices I’ve ever seen,” said 
Community Board 15 chair-
woman Theresa Scavo. “I mean, 
have you seen this thing?”

The bizarre building — which 
observers have described as “gro-
tesque,” “hideous,” a “blemish,” 
and a “monstrosity” — looms 43 
feet over nearby homes that av-
erage merely 21–30 feet tall.  The 
structure is supported on steel 
beams over the crumbling ruins 
of the one-family bungalow it’s 
supposedly altering, and worse, 
the mammoth addition over-
hangs halfway across a shared 
driveway.

Neighbors sued the owner of 
the unfi nished building, Joseph 
Durzieh, claiming that the build-
ing permits were fraudulent and 
the towering structure violates 
local zoning laws. But the city’s 
Board of Standards and Appeals 
ruled last week that the permits 
were valid and Durzieh could go 
ahead with the project — despite 
acknowledging that if not for an 
“administrative error,” the per-
mits would probably never have 
been issued in the fi rst place.

The controversy began in De-
cember 2005, when architect Sh-
lomo Wygoda fi led an application 
to alter Durzieh’s building on E. 
12th Street between Avenues R 
and S.

Under normal circumstances, 
Wygoda’s applications would 
have been examined by an engi-
neer or an architect working for 
the Department of Buildings, a 
routine review that would have 
raised several red fl ags. Unfor-
tunately for the residents of E. 
12th Street, that review never 
took place, because Durzieh’s ar-
chitect, Shlomo Wygoda, enjoyed 
“professional certifi cation” priv-
iledges — sometimes called “self- 
certifi cation” at the time he fi led 
those alteration permits. Wy-
goda’s professional certifi cation 
rights have since been revoked, 
because of similar, but unrelated 
abuses.

The professional certifi cation 
system was instituted in the mid 

’90s with the intent of stream-
lining and reducing the costs of 
reviewing building plans by al-
lowing prolifi c architects to sign 
off on their own plans, declaring 
them up to code without review.

As a result, Wygoda’s applica-
tion wasn’t reviewed by an archi-
tect or an engineer, but simply 
a clerk with a rubber stamp, ac-
cording to attorney Stuart Klein.

“When you self certify, the 
DOB never looks at it, a clerk 
does,” said Klein. “Not an en-
gineer, not an architect, but a 
clerk.”

The fact that Durzieh’s plans 
called for the demolition of more 
than half the building he in-
tended to “alter,” Wygoda should 
have fi led an application for a 
whole new building, according to 
architect Walter Maffei.

“Very simply, when the ar-
chitect Shlomo Wygoda fi led his 
application under professional 
certifi cation, his plans called for 
the complete demolition of the 
building, except for a few founda-
tion walls,” said Maffei. “When 
you fi le for a demolition or are re-
moving more than 50 percent … 
essentially it’s a new building.”

Opponents of the E. 12th 
Street tower allege that Wygoda 
knowingly fi led inappropriate 
permits, because alteration per-
mits can be ramrodded through 
the system more quickly than 
new building permits — and Wy-
goda’s client had a deadline.

In February 2006, the zoning 
on E. 12th Street was reduced 
from an R6 to an R4-1 — which 
would prevent Durzieh from 
building so high — so he needed 
to get enough construction done 
before that time in order to re-
ceive “vested rights,” which 
means the owner had invested 
enough work into the structure 
that the building falls under the 
previous zoning, according to 
Maffei.

“Time was of the essence,” he 
said. “He knew his plans were not 
going to be reviewed, and so he 
took extreme advantage of this 
program to satisfy his client and 
meet the vesting deadline set by 
the city planning commission.”

After neighbors Betty Tra-
vitsky and Bella Center fi led 
suit against Durzieh, Brooklyn 
Supreme Court judge Yvonne 
Lewis reprimanded the Board of 

Standards and Appeals — which 
is supposed to provide indepen-
dent oversight of the Department 
of Buildings— and ordered the 
agency to reconsider whether 
Durzieh’s building permits were 
validly issued.

“The [Board of Standards 
and Appeals] abandoned its ob-
ligation to review and, if neces-
sary, correct the mistakes of the 
DOB,” Lewis wrote in her deci-
sion. She also said this time the 
city agency ought to look at the 
permits before rubber stamping 
them.

However, in a resolution pub-
lished on July 26, the Board of 
Standards and Appeals declared 
that Durzieh does have vested 
rights and, while admitting that 
Wygoda should have fi led for a 
new building permit, the agency 
called the error “administrative” 
and ruled the permits valid.

Tony Avella, a state sena-
tor from Queens who crusades 
against unscrupulous develop-
ers, visited the tower on E. 12th 
Street earlier this year and cited 
the agency’s decision as further 
evidence of why the mayor should 
get rid of it.

“This is one more example of 
why the Board of Standards and 
Appeals should be abolished,” 
said Avella. “It’s just incompre-
hensible that this developer got 
away with this huge building. 
It’s a monstrosity, and not only 
that, but it’s a dangerous acci-
dent waiting to happen.”

In fact, the board appears to 
have performed no additional 
investigation or review beyond 
the consulting the buildings de-
partment, and based its decision 
largely on the testimony of the 
department it is supposed to po-
lice.

“The DOB testifi ed during the 
most recent public hearings and 
submitted evidence on the valid-
ity of the permit, and the BSA 
reaffi rmed its decision to grant 
vested rights,” said Jeff Mul-
ligan, executive director of the 
Board of Standards and Appeals.

Klein called the decision proof 
that the Board of Standards and 
Appeals exists only to overrule 
common sense in favor of the De-
partment of Building’s whims.

“This decision says that the 
BSA is going to rubber stamp 
anything the DOB does,” he said.

Controversial ruling allows alteration residents say has no place in neighborhood

DOUBLE TAKE: The Board of Standards and Appeals signed off on the dubious 
permits for this building (left) for a second time, even after a judge ordered it to 
reconsider. The towering structure is technically considered an “alteration” of 
this pile of rubble (above). Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

City approves bizarre Homecrest building 
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www.divorcefast.com
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FAST DIVORCE
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community 
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WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
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CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Summer 
Warehouse Clearance Sale

On Italian and Spanish Imported Ceramic Tile

50-70% Off Selected Items

            PEDULLA CERAMIC TILE, Inc.
                      IMPORTED ITALIAN CERAMIC TILES
                   Come and Visit Our Beautiful Showrooms
4906 20th
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BY COLIN MIXSON
A Coney Island man is on 

a mission from god, and he 
just might be the only thing 
standing between mankind 
and the zombie treepoca-
lypse.

Martin Novitsky, 
was struck in the head 
by a massive falling 
tree branch on the 
Boardwalk on July 
6, becoming the fi rst 
documented human 
casualty at the bows of 
the hundreds of trees 
killed by Hurricane 
Sandy. But the nephew 
of the late Rabbi Abra-
ham Abraham No-
vitsky says god spared 
his life, so that he can 
serve as our champion 
in the battle against the 
onslaught of dead trees.

“I was given the 
gift of life,” said Novitsky, 
“and I’m on a mission.”

Novitsky, a member of 
the Ice Breakers Winter 
Swim Club, was passing 
Ocean Parkway on his way 
across the Boardwalk, when 
he heard a crack and sud-
denly found himself laid out 
on the ground, dizzy, and 
with a splitting headache.

“A huge branch from the 
top of a tree hit me on the 
head, directly in the skull,” 
Novitsky recalled. 

The self-proclaimed “ma-
cho ice breaker” then tried 
to walk off his injuries, and 
might have forgone any 
medical assistance if para-
medics hadn’t convinced 

him he might still die from 
the blow due to bleeding in-
side his skull.

“I was like, ‘ok I’ll deal 
with this,’ ” he said. “I didn’t 
want to go to the hospital, 

but the paramedics told me 
my brain might be bleeding, 
‘you gotta go.’ ”

At Lutheran Medical 
Center, doctors echoed the 
concerns of the paramed-
ics and warned Novitsky he 
would likely have to endure 
multiple surgeries to cur-
tail the suspected internal 
bleeding and brain damage.

“I thought my life was 
over,” he said.

But then, perhaps mirac-
ulously, scans of Novitsky’s 
brain showed no signs of in-
ternal bleeding, and while the 
burly man suffered a nasty 
concussion and a wicked black 
eye, he was, for all intents and 
purposes, unharmed.

Even the doctors couldn’t 
believe it, he said.

“A doctor told me there’s 
no medical explanation why 
I didn’t die,” said Novitsky. 
“This is not a coincidence, 

this is scientifi c proof 
that there is some-
thing else.”

Novitsky’s mission 
began immediately af-
ter he left the doctor, 
when, still dizzy and 
reeling from his con-
cussion, he headed to 
the local precinct and 
began pleading for as-
sistance with the haz-
ardous foliage.

“I went straight 
from the hospital to the 
60th Precinct,” he said. 
“I had to let them know 
they have to put tape 
around the tree area, 
but they said ‘we’re not 

tree people, call 311.’ ”
And for the next week, 

Novitsky would get that a 
lot, as agencies and politi-
cians kept passing the buck, 
or making empty promises, 
or simply ignoring his pleas.

Meanwhile, the leafy 
menace persisted — loom-
ing over the fabled Board-
walk where families and 
seniors unsuspectingly en-
joyed the sinister shade.

“There are about 25 trees 
that were at right angles, 
with the roots half in and 
half out ready to fall right 
in that section of the Board-
walk,” said the arboreal 
avenger. “Somebody was go-
ing to get killed.”

But help did come even-
tually, according to No-
vitsky. Later that week, he 
returned to the Boardwalk 
at Ocean Parkway, and dis-
covered that 20 of the dead-
but-dangerous trees had 
been felled.

“I went to sleep that 
night, and I woke up at 10 
at night, and the trees were 
gone,” he said.

The city Parks Depart-

ment said it was alerted 
to the threat when Assem-
blyman Steve Cymbrowitz 
(D–Brighton Beach) passed 
along Novitsky’s compliant.

The agency dispatched 
tree surgeons to the site to 
prune threatening branches 
and remove dead trees in 
the area.

The concussed crusader 
said there are still teeter-
ing trees out there poised to 

strike, and that his mission 
won’t be over until all of 
Southern Brooklyn is safe 
from the zombtree menace.

“The doctor told me ‘there 
is no explanation in science 
why you didn’t bleed,’ ” No-
vitsky said. “God saved me, 
because how many people 
you know would have fought 
these people for weeks with 
a severe concussion to save 
somebody’s life?”

VICTORIOUS: Zombtree attack survivor Martin Novitsky stands triumphantly over the remains of a 
tree near the that nearly killed him when its bows broke and a branch fell on his head Coney Island 
Boardwalk, leaving him with a black eye and a nasty concussion (inset).

Gives man a concussion — and a mission

ZOMBTREES 
ATTACK!

BY COLIN MIXSON
If the city doesn’t take 

care of its dead-tree prob-
lem, then the dead trees are 
going to take care of us.

A salty plague that su-
perstorm Sandy wrought 
upon Brooklyn’s trees has 
some Bay Ridge residents 
worried that once-healthy, 
now-dead trees are threat-

ening the lives of pedestri-
ans and drivers from across 
the borough — and the city 
isn’t doing anything about 
the looming zombie-tree 
scourge.

“I’ve called 311 several 
times,” said Cynthia Ston-
bely, whose Shore Road ter-
race overlooks the Belt Park-

Continued on page 13

Revenge of the trees!

FLASHBACK
This front-page story in the July 21 edition of 
the Brooklyn Weekly warned readers of the 
dangers dead trees posed to walkers — and 
Martin Novitsky says he is the fi rst victim. 
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church, I see this as the 
work of someone who is 
unwell,” said Father An-
thony Alimnonu of Saint 
Anselm’s, where the dese-
crator drenched a crucifi x in 
red paint.  Several statues in 
the garden at Saint Anselm’s 
suffered vandalism in June .

Alimnonu said he be-
lieves there is no connection 
between the two incidents, 
and — given the number of 
other institutions hit with 
graffi ti — does not think 
Saint Anselm’s is a target. 

“This is a very quiet com-
munity, this is a very loving 
community,” the priest said. 
“We do not feel like we are 
under siege.” 

A spokesperson for the 
Bay Ridge Jewish Center 
echoed Alimnonu’s senti-
ments.

“It wasn’t really threaten-
ing. It just seemed like some-
body who wasn’t right in the 
head,” said an administrator 
at the synagogue and com-
munity center, who declined 
to give her name.

Still, the desecration was 
cause for anger. 

“It’s a shame, it’s frustrat-

ing. It looks terrible,” said 
the administrator. “People 
were upset. It’s our build-
ing, it’s our property, and it’s 
been defaced.”

The 68th Precinct 
brought a man in for ques-
tioning in connection to the 
vandalism around noon on 
Tuesday, though police had 
not arrested him or charged 
him with any crime. But a 
source at the precinct said 
he was confi dent that the 
man was the culprit.

“I’m really proud we got 
him,” the insider said.

Cops said they are treat-
ing the vandalism spree as a 
hate crime.

State Sen. Marty Golden 

(R–Bay Ridge), a member 
of the congregation at Saint 
Anselm’s, is offering a $2,000 
reward for information lead-
ing to the arrest and convic-
tion of the criminal. Golden’s 
aide and fellow parishioner 
John Quaglione — who is 
 challenging Councilman 
Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge) for his seat  — is offer-
ing an additional $500. 

Vandals have struck 
houses of worship in Bay 
Ridge a number of times over 
the years. In 2012,  heathens 
knocked over a statue of the 
Virgin Mary and beheaded 
the likeness of a lamb at Vis-
itation Monastery on Ridge 
Boulevard .

Continued from page 1 

Vandal
in California and that 
the year was 2005. Police 
brought him to Long Is-
land College Hospital and 
a week passed without 
anyone coming to look 
for him.

“He was ready to walk 
out the door,” a police ser-
geant told the New York 
Times.

The State Univer-
sity of New York, which 
runs Long Island Col-
lege Hospital and is try-
ing to shut it down, is 
directing ambulances 
away from the hospital’s 

emergency room because 
of what administrators 
describe as an “exodus” 

of skilled doctors. But a 
spokesman for the uni-
versity said that there 
are still enough doctors 
and nurses at the hospi-
tal to take care of the few 
remaining patients.

“There is certainly no 
shortage of staff at Long 
Island College Hospital,” 
said Robert Bellafiore, 
a state spokesman, who 
would only speak about 
a hypothetical version of 
Heredia’s case because of 
patient privacy laws.

Because there only a 
few patients are left, Bel-
lafiore said, doctors and 
nurses are “tripping over 
each” other to treat those 
who remain.

Continued from page 1 

Patient

Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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NO RELIGION: The vandal spray-painted the word “No” on the 
doors and walls of several Bay Ridge religious institutions, includ-
ing Union Church. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

SAFE: Celso Heredia was 
allowed to wander off from 
the facility on July 24.  Po-
lice released this photo in 
an effort to locate Heredia.
 NYPD

Eluyn Gines, the garrison 
commander at Fort Ham-
ilton.

Gagliardi said the bat-
tle that left nearly three 
quarters of his company 
dead stays with him every 
day and that it took many 
years to readjust. In addi-
tion to emotional scars, 

his feet were nearly am-
putated in due to frostbite, 
and both of his legs and 
feet suffered nerve dam-
age. After the war, Gagli-
ardi worked as a reporter 
at The New York Times, 
the New York Daily News, 
and the New York Post 
over a period of 40 years.

The Bronze Star Medal 
is awarded for heroic or 
meritorious acts while fac-
ing an opposing army. It is 

among the highest hon-
ors a soldier can receive. 
Anyone who served in the 
Army after Dec. 6, 1941 
is eligible for the award, 
which was fi rst estab-
lished by President Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt in 
1944. 

Neither Gagliardi nor 
the Army could say why it 
took nearly seven decades 
for the medal ceremony to 
occur.

Star
Continued from page 3


