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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
These snow cones aren’t 

for kids. 
Carroll Gardens’ famed 

Marco Polo Ristorante is 
now serving up classic 
snow cones with a boozy 
Italian twist. 

The legendary Court 
Street restaurant famous 
for its authentic Italian fare 

started offering the house-
made alcohol-infused fro-
zen treats last week after 
owner and chef Marco Chir-
ico thought up the idea for a 
cocktail in a snow cone in a 
moment of whimsy. 

“I was walking by a 
snow cone stand and joking 
around saying that it would 
be nice to have a snow cone 

with liquor in it,” recalled 
Chirico, who recently took 
over the 30-year-old eatery 
from his father longtime 
restaurateur Joe Chirico. 

Chirico brought in a mix-
ologist to help him come up 
with the fl avors for his new 
line of frosted treats dubbed 
“Amaro Snow Cones” that 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Is it a bridge toll too far?
Hizzoner hopefuls Sal Al-

banese, Anthony Weiner, and 
John Liu sparred at an Aug. 22 
Democratic debate over the  con-
troversial idea of charging a 
toll on the bridges over the East 
River .

Albanese argued that levy-
ing a fee of $2 or $3 on motor-
ists using the iconic spans link-
ing Brooklyn and Queens to 
Manhattan —  a proposal Mayor 
Bloomberg failed to sell in 2006 
and 2008  — is necessary to lower 
the $15 toll imposed on the Ver-
razano Bridge, the highest in the 
nation. 

The former Bay Ridge coun-
cilman pointed out that northern 
Brooklynites living near the three 
cross-river bridges enjoy numer-
ous trains and buses. Meanwhile, 
residents in the southern end of 
the borough and in Staten Island 
have only a few.

“You want to have tolls where 
there are more mass transit op-
tions, and lower tolls where there 
are less,” said Albanese. “It’s only 
fair.”

 Weiner  jumped on Albanese’s 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Mayor Bloomberg has 

made good on his threat to 
boot Community Board 18 
from its city-owned digs on 
Bergen Avenue — going so 
far as to change the locks 
on the doors.

Workers with the feder-
ally funded Build it Back 
relief program moved into 

the board’s former meeting 
room on Tuesday and is set 
to occupy the facility for at 
least the next six months, but 
district manager Dorothy 
Turano vows that CB18 will 
hold its meeting there next 
month, anyway — though she 
admits it may be a tight fi t.

“We’ll open up the doors 

Continued on page 7
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State lets go. Now what?
BY JAIME LUTZ

Long Island College Hospital 
is under new management, if it 
can ever find some. 

The search is on for a new 
operator, but the beleaguered 
Cobble Hill medical center will 
remain under the state’s thumb 
until Sept. 3, officials said in a 
court hearing last Thursday.

Doctors from the hospital are 
trying to find someone to take it 
over in the wake of a bombshell 

court ruling that said the State 
University of New York may be 
operating the troubled institu-
tion unethically.

Last week, Judge Carolyn De-
marest  revoked the university’s 
2011 takeover of the hospital , 
saying that there is evidence 
that the state had a possible 
“sinister purpose to seize its as-
sets and dismantle the hospital” 
to sell off the ultra-valuable real 

Continued on page 5

A CNG Publication Vol. 2 No. 35 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

BOOZY SNOW CONES: 
Marco Chirico is now serving 
alcoholic shaved ice at his 
eatery.

Democratic mayoral hopeful Sal Albanese rips a Spaldeen outside of Bor-
ough Hall on Tuesday, coming up short of the longest shot title, when 
political candidates hosted a stickball contest to see who could hit a ball 
the farthest. Steb and swing, boys. Step and swing. Photo by Paul Martinka

CB18 locked out! Grab a cold one on Court

East River 
tolls talked 

at debate
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Make 
your appointment 

today
Ask about our special 
PROMOTIONAL 

DISCOUNT 
now through Sep. 30, 2013

FREE 
Hearing Screening

See how this experience changed Patricia’s life:
“After being fi t with the invisible hearing aids, I’m hearing so much  better and I feel like myself again. 

The experience was fun and exciting.  Thank you!” – Patricia Z, Brooklyn, NY

BAY RIDGE
9015 5th Avenue, Lower Level

Brooklyn, NY 11209

SHEEPSHEAD BAY
2204 Voorhies Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11235

FLATBUSH 
445 Lenox Road, Ste J
Brooklyn, NY 11203

REVOLUTIONARY INVISIBLE HEARING AID
Come Experience The “NEW”
100% Invisible Digital Hearing Aid
at  Liberty Hearing Centers

Be the fi rst to try it.

888-337-5650 - Call Now

LOANS, LOANS, LOANS

Tel: 718-680-2121

* Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments.  Rates are based on 
credit worthiness.  Other rates and terms available.  Higher loan amounts available.  Brooklyn Consumer  
Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  Membership required, $10.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Saints alive!
The Festa di Santa Ro-

salia — also known as the 
18th Avenue Feast — kicked 
off on Aug. 22 with full Ital-
ian tricolor raiment, buck-
etloads of sausages and 
peppers, and block after 
block of games and rides. 
Thousands converged on 
the main neighborhood 
thoroughfare between 67th 
and 75th streets for the fes-
tivities that have capped 
summer in Bensonhurst for 
some seven decades. 

The celebration of the 
patron saint of Palermo, in 
Sicily, came as both relief 
and rapture to the organiz-
ers, after a  paperwork dis-
pute with the city  almost 
took the tradition off the 
calendar for the  second 
time in three years .

“Viva Santa Rosalia!” de-
clared Damiano Carcione, 
president of the Santa Ro-
salia Society, the group that 
puts the event on each year.

The city initially denied 
the Italian social club’s 
street-closure permits, say-
ing the group had failed 
to include vital tax docu-
ments. The organization 
claimed that a government 
pencil pusher had lost the 
missing papers, and resub-
mitted. An 11th hour deci-
sion from the mayor’s offi ce 
allowed the  event to go for-
ward .

“I’m very happy we sur-
passed those issues and 

Endangered 18th Avenue Festival returns

THEY SCREAM FOR ICE CREAM: 
The annual street fair almost 
did not happen due to paper-
work snafus, but tell that to 
Francescia Esposito (top) en-
grossed in a popsicle  and a 
goldfi sh at the annual fair. Per-
mits were also the last thing on 
the mind of Nicola Lauro (right) 
as he enjoyed an ice cream 
cone at the Feast. 
 Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

Feast, no famine
FESTA: Ariana Inzerillo, Frank Tramboil, Francesco Inzerillo, Oliva Ardizzone, and Gianluca Tromboli 
show off toys they won at the 18th Avenue Feast. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

were able to have a beauti-
ful Feast,” said Carcione.

The street fair will 
continue every day until 
Sept. 1.

Festa di Santa Rosalia 
(18th Avenue between 67th 
and 75th streets in Benson-
hurst) Aug. 22 to Sept. 1, 
4:30 pm.
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BY COLIN MIXSON
The city Parks Department 

has responded to the  sweeping 
zombtree infestations plaguing 
storm-racked sections of Brook-
lyn , and plans to cull the arbo-
real undead horde.

“Parks has surveyed all 
trees within the inundation 
zones,” said Parks spokes-
woman Meghan Lalor. “At this 
time we are planning to remove 
about 2,000 trees.”

Hurricane Sandy killed more 
than 20,000 trees citywide when 
it struck costal areas in October, 
and those it didn’t kill outright 
were subject to  the slow death 
of dehydration, as salt depos-
ited from Sandy’s storm surges 
seeped into Kings County’s soil .

These  stricken trees pose 
a danger to the public as they 
waste away , threatening to drop 
branches on people’s heads 
when their boughs break.

 There has already been one 
zombtree attack, in Coney Is-
land  — although fortunately, in 

that case, the victim was mirac-
ulously spared, and became in-
spired to lead a crusade against 
the borough’s undead foliage.  
After he was struck in the head 
by a falling branch on the Board-
walk, arboreal avenger Martin 
Novitsky lobbied the city to take 
action, prompting Parks to re-
move more than a dozen dead 
trees in the area, and prune nu-
merous dubious branches.

The Parks Department says 
it had been surveying the dam-
age wrought by Sandy all sum-
mer and has targeted at least 
2,000 trees more dead than 
alive to get the chop — a death 
list that could grow as more 
trees fall victim to the salty 
soil. The agency has marked 
an additional 4,500 trees that 
may be poised to turn on hu-
manity.

“We will monitor about 4,500 
others that had low leaf cover-
age this year,” said Lalor. “We 
are also continuing to monitor 
the soil around trees and test for 

levels of salt and other elements 
that may have gotten into the 
soil as a result of the storm.”

The city won’t know the 
full extent of the evils Sandy 
wrought on Brooklyn’s trees 
until later in the fall, but mean-
while, Lalor stressed that tak-
ing an ax to undead arbors isn’t 
the only thing Parks is doing to 
defend the city from the zomb-
tree plague.

“We have been and will con-
tinue to remediate soil, as nec-
essary, with compost and gyp-
sum to encourage the return of 
healthy biological functioning,” 
said Lalor.

And Lalor added that citizens 
can do their own part to hold the 
line against the scourge, by tak-
ing the time to water the more 
raggedy looking plants in their 
neighborhoods.

“We also encourage resi-
dents to water their street trees, 
which helps to fl ush out excess 
salt,” said the Parks spokes-
woman.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Coney Island just got a 

little freakier!
Coney Island USA — 

home of the famed Side-
shows by the Seashore — 
opened a weird new wing of 
its Surf Avenue headquar-
ters on Aug. 23 with a show 
of dark and disturbing car-
nival arts.

Renowned bizarro mae-
stros Todd Robbins and 
Zamora the Torture King 
put their terrifying tal-
ents on display in the new 
performance space — the 
former back room of fro-
zen treat shop Denny’s 
Ice Cream. Robbins extin-
guished matches on his 
tongue, swallowed swords, 
and showed off his shock-
ing “human blockhead” act 
— driving a long nail deep 
into his nasal cavity. 

Zamora went even fur-
ther, with a punishing per-
formance that involved 
fi re-eating, lying on a bed 
of broken glass — with an 
attendee standing on his 
chest — and impaling his 
face and limbs with skew-
ers.

“It’s much more of an ex-
treme, adult show than our 
usual performances,” said 
freakshow founder Dick Zi-
gun.

But the weak of stom-
ach need not fear — Zigun 
said the space will be used 
for more than demonstra-
tions of mutilation. The 
guru of the grotesque envi-
sions his new “Arts Annex” 
also serving as a painting 
gallery, or a music venue 
or even a unicycling show-
case. The idea, Zigun said, 
is to broaden Coney Island 

USA’s repertoire.
“It lets us diversify and 

do a mix of things,” Zigun 
said.

 Zigun bought the build-
ing next to his corner spot 
at W. 12th Street in 2011 , 
with the plan to expand his 
circus sideshow. But he de-
cided instead to continue 
operating the Denny’s Ice 
Cream stand — which had 
opened in 1978 — when he 
realized its revenue would 
help him pay the mort-
gage. 

But superstorm Sandy 
licked the cone shop, de-
stroying $50,000 of soft-serv-
ing machinery —  equip-
ment Zigun couldn’t afford 
to replace . Zigun  opened a 
restored antique shooting 
gallery in the storefront 
space earlier this month , af-
ter some remodeling.

FREAK SHOW: (Clockwise from top, left) Todd Robbins performs his human blockhead routine, ham-
mering a spike into his nasal cavity. Zamora the Torture King lies down on a bed of broken glass as 
audience member Sarah Rojas stands on him, assisted by Nic Wehmeyer. Zamora is also profi cient at 
eating fi re. Photos by Steve Solomonson

Man stabs self in face to 
celebrate new art space

City wages war on zombtree menace

AREA OF DETAIL

Parks Inspection Team

Sandy’s Salty Assault

Mill 
Basi

n D
anger

 Zone

Zombtree war battle lines
The Parks Department is waging war on deadly trees that were killed by Hur-
ricane Sandy, and now pose a threat to humans thanks to the arbors’ decaying, 
falling wood. Park inspectors have rallied in Mill Basin — and in other areas of 
Brooklyn — marking hazordous trees for the chopping block. City workers should 
begin yelling “Timber!” this fall.  Map by John Napoli

Parks Department forces fanning out across 
the city to track, destroy abominable arbors
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Developer Forest City Rat-

ner is shopping around a ma-
jor chunk of the controversial 
Atlantic Yards development, 
but the company says that 
the project will continue as 
planned no matter what. 

The developer is seeking 
an investor to buy a stake 
in half to four fi fths of the 
un-built portion of the $4.9 
billion development, but the 
company claims that it will 
remain in full control, sale 
or no sale.

“Nothing would change,” 
said Ashley Cotton, Forest 
City Ratner’s vice president 
for external affairs. “Our 
commitment to Atlantic 
Yards is a top priority.” 

The sale could net Forest 
City Ratner up to $800 mil-
lion, according to published 
reports. The transaction 
might make the investor ma-
jority owner of the project, 
but real estate experts say 
that such fi nancing arrange-

ments are common, though 
it is not every day that they 
happen at the intersection 
of Flatbush and Atlantic av-
enues.

“What [potential inves-
tors] get out of it is that they 
get to own a piece of an enor-
mous rental development in 
Brooklyn,” said legendary 
real estate broker Chris Ha-
vens. “Is there anything else 
like this in Brooklyn where 
you could invest that money 
in one shot?” 

The complex that is 
planned to include 16 high-
rise apartment buildings 
with 6,430 units is running 
a decade and a half behind 
schedule, something the de-
veloper says will stay the 
same whether or not an in-
vestor steps up to the plate.

The top-dollar deal is for a 
stake in the 15 un-built build-
ings, not the almost one-year-
old Barclays Center — a key 
part of the Atlantic Yards 
project — or the 32-story 

modular tower called B2 that 
is currently under construc-
tion at the corner of Dean 
Street and Flatbush Avenue. 
The big purchase is likely to 
appeal to managers of pen-
sion funds and sovereign 
wealth funds, according to in-
dustry newsletter Real Estate 
Alert, which fi rst reported 
the possible sale.  The plan 
for a towering, six-square-
block development has faced 
resistance from the jump, 
sparking indignation from 
people whose homes were 
to be demolished, neighbors 
with quality-of-life concerns, 
and housing advocates who 
said that company executive 
chairman Bruce Ratner’s 
promises of 2,250 affordable 
apartments were a ruse to 
enjoy huge tax breaks. 

Project foes and support-
ers alike have  pressed For-
est City Ratner to fi nish the 
second phase of the project  
— 11 residential towers be-
tween Sixth and Vanderbilt 

avenues — in 10 years. Con-
struction has only started on 
the B2 tower. 

Ratner’s company blames 
the snail-like pace of con-
struction on litigious pro-
testers.

“The delays were caused 
primarily by the multiple 
lawsuits that were brought 
against the project,” said 
company spokesman Joe De-
Plasco.

The company said it does 
not have a date for when it 
might next break ground. 

News of the possible sale 
comes shortly after Forest 
City Ratner announced it 
 won a bid to redevelop the 
Nassau Veterans Memorial 
Coliseum in Long Island . 
The company will invest 
$229 million to renovate the 
arena, casting uncertainty 
on the future of  the Islanders  
hockey team that is sched-
uled to move from the Coli-
seum to the Barclays Center 
next season.

Forest City selling stakes in mega-project, but claims it will remain in charge 

SLOW RISE: Modular tower B2 is rising at the corner of 
Dean Street and Flatbush Avenue, but it is the only one so 
far. ShoP Architects

Ratner raises money to raise Yards
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estate on which it sits. 
The university has been 
attempting to close the 
hospital  since February .

Doctors on Thursday 
said that they had been 
contacted by a number of 
potential operators and 
that they hoped to con-
tinue to run the institu-
tion as a full-service hos-
pital, though possibly one 

with fewer beds,  accord-
ing to the New York Times . 
Judge Demarest predicted 
in her ruling that the hos-
pital will be scaled down 
even if it finds a straight-
shooting savior.

This is not the first 
time doctors have looked 
for a replacement opera-
tor —  they first put out 
the call in February  when 
the state started mov-
ing to close the 155-year-
old institution — but the 
search is urgent now that 

the state has been given a 
pink slip.

Demarest had previ-
ously recommended that 
the hospital be returned to 
Continuum Health Part-
ners, its former operator, 
but Continuum released 
a statement on Tuesday 
saying that it did not have 
the resources to run the 
institution that the state 
claims has been losing $15 
million a month, which 
hospital advocates dis-
pute.

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

Jewelry EX
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires August 31, 2013.

Happy Rosh Hashanah

FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT

MAIN OFFICE: 

BRANCH: 

www.brfcu.org

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
It’s “love all” in Benson-

hurst!
The City Parks Founda-

tion — with some help from 
apparel company Lacoste — 
returned tennis to Benson-
hurst Park on Aug. 23, after 
months spent refurbishing 
the greenspace’s eight storm-
slammed courts.

Last year’s hurricane de-
stroyed the protective struc-
ture erected over the sur-
faces for winter, and buried 
them in sand. The storm tore 
up the nets and damaged the 
surrounding fencing.

“They were basically 
unplayable,” said Jonathan 
Gamberg, spokesman for the 
foundation, which provides 
sports and arts program-
ming in city parks.

Gamberg said Lacoste — 

which sponsors the founda-
tion’s tennis initiative — ex-
pressed interest in repairing 
Sandy-smashed courts in 
Brooklyn, and the two groups 

teamed up to make sure Ben-
sonhurst did not have to 
go all summer without the 
sport. With support from the 
alligator-themed clothier, the 
foundation washed the muck 
off the courts, replaced the 
nets, and fi xed the fencing.

On opening day, dozens of 
kids from the area descended 
on the renovated courts, rac-
quets in hand. 

Gamberg said being able 
to play a match or two is es-
pecially important now, with 
the U.S. Open Championship 
starting this week. 

“Right now, people are ex-
cited about playing tennis,” 
said Gamberg. “It’s a great 
opportunity for them to get 
out there and learn a new 
sport if they haven’t already, 
or practice more if they al-
ready have.” 

City Parks Foundation and Lacoste clean up 
Bensonhurst’s Sandy-scarred tennis courts

Game, set, match! 
MAKING A RACQUET: Lacoste clothing and the City Parks Foundation opened new tennis courts in 
Bensonhurst Park. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

LICH
Continued from page 1

LOTS OF LOVE: MIchelle Gao 
plays on the new surfaces. 
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta
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Up to 40% of businesses never recover after experiencing a major disaster. Do you have a plan to keep your business 
running if disaster strikes? For a free online tool that helps you develop an emergency plan, visit Ready.gov/business.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
James McCullough — the 

great-grandson of legendary 
Steeplechase Park founder 
George Tilyou, and the for-
mer owner of Coney Island 
institutions like the B & B 
Carousell and McCullough’s 
Kiddie Park — passed away 
on Aug. 15.

McCullough, whose roots 
in the People’s Playground 
went back four generations 
on both sides, was born in 
Brooklyn in 1929. After sev-
eral years living on Sixth 
Street, McCullough moved 
with his parents and broth-
ers to Long Island. But he 
built his life in Coney Is-
land. From childhood on, he 
helped his father and grand-
father operate small theme 
parks and shooting galler-
ies.

“It was what the family 
did. It was what the family 
knew, and it was a good liv-
ing,” said Carol McCullough, 
one of his four daughters.

James McCullough ran 

several parks of his own, in 
the current location of New 
York Aquarium and on the 
W. 15th Street and Surf Ave-
nue property that now serves 
as Gargiulo’s parking lot. He 
met his future wife Lois, a 
former high school classmate 
whom he had never actually 
spoken to, on the Boardwalk 
in the 1950s at the Stubbman 
Carousel — pieces of which 
became part of the Flushing 
Meadows-Corona Park Car-
ousel in Queens. The ride had 
belonged to McCullough’s 
mother’s family, and relo-
cated to the promenade near 
Steeplechase Park at George 
Tilyou’s request.

McCullough settled his 
wife and children in Mass-
apequa, but located his busi-
ness on two adjoining W. 12th 
Street lots in 1961 — where 
it operated for 52 years. Mc-
Cullough brought many new 
attractions to Coney Island, 
including the fi rst Skywheel 
Ferris wheel, and  the fi rst 
Zipper .

Carol recalled growing 
up working at the park, just 
as four generations of her 
family had done before her. 
She sold tickets in the sum-
mertime, and in the winter 
she helped her father in the 
machinery shop. The expe-
rience inspired Carol to de-
vote her life to the family’s 
amusements.

“It was always cool to 
work with Dad. It was a very 
cool thing to do. It was hard 
work, very long hours,” the 
younger McCullough said. 
“We learned a good work 
ethic from him. If something 
had to get done, he did it.”

In 1975,  McCullough 
bought the historic B & B 
Carousell with partner Mike 
Saltzstein.  They operated the 
ride on Surf Avenue for 30 
years.  But after his family 
helped defi ne Coney Island 
in the 20th century, the dawn 
of the next one was not kind.

In the early 2000s, real 
estate mogul Joe Sitt bought 
the two lots McCullough’s 

park sat on, and when their 
lease expired on the par-
cel nearer the Boardwalk, 
Sitt kicked them out. Then 
Saltzstein died in 2001, and 
McCullough couldn’t afford 
to keep operating the B & B 
Carousell without his help, 
so the family sold the cen-
tury-old attraction to the city 
in 2005.

Later that year, doc-
tors diagnosed McCullough 
with pulmonary fi brosis. 
They gave him just a year to 
live, but he held on for eight 
more.

“He was a strong, strong 
man,” said Carol. “Strong 
physically, strong mentally.”

In 2012,  Hurricane Sandy 
doused McCullough’s Kiddie 
Park, along with the rest of 
Coney Island . But the Mc-
Culloughs faced an addi-
tional problem — the lease 
on their remaining lot ex-
pired at the end of the year, 
and Sitt refused to grant 
them another contract for 
the space. While others were 

cleaning up after the storm, 
the McCulloughs packed up 
their destroyed equipment. 
The terminally ill patriarch 
made a rare trip back to the 
park, to see his life’s work in 
wreckage.

“He was upset. He worked 
his whole life to build this up 
and now it was just a pile of 
scrap on the ground,” his 
daughter said, lamenting the 
end of her family’s dynasty 

in Coney Island. “I feel like 
we just faded away and no-
body noticed. The family had 
been there so long, and now 
we’re gone.” 

Gone, but not forgotten.  
After years of restoration 
work on the hand-carved 
horses and antique fi nish-
ings, the B & B Carousell 
 reopened on the new Steeple-
chase Plaza earlier this sum-
mer .

James McCullough dies at age 84
Former owner of Coney Island’s B & B Carousell passes

LAST RIDE: James McCullough, who owned the B & B Carousell for 
three decades and McCullough’s Kiddie Park for fi ve, passed away 
on Aug. 19. Charles Denson
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remarks, calling him a 
Bloomberg clone and ac-
cusing him of selling out 
the people of his home bor-
ough.

“I’m against the 
Bloomberg plan for tolls 
on bridges, I’m against the 
Albanese plan for tolls on 
bridges,” said the former 
congressman and  city 
councilman from Sheep-
shead Bay . 

“We should not tax 
people from Brooklyn to 
go to Manhattan.”

Liu used the oppor-
tunity to pitch his own 
plan — placing a toll on 
the bridges exclusively 
for people coming from 
outside the five bor-
oughs.

“Only non-residents of 
New York City would have 
to pay,” the city comptrol-

ler said.
Albanese immediately 

questioned the plan’s plau-
sibility.

“Impossible to enforce,” 
the rival contender shot 
back.

But Liu suggested that 
his plan could use EZ-
Pass stickers like the ones 
Rockaway residents use to 
receive a discount on the 
Cross Bay Bridge — or, pos-
sibly some kind of license 
plate scanner.

“The mechanisms are 
already in place,” Liu said.

Albanese still disputed 
the proposal’s feasibility, 
noting the number of city 
residents with out-of-state 
plates, and pointing out that 
a plan utilizing EZ-Pass or 
license plate registrations 
would have to combine city 
and state computer sys-
tems.

“It sounds good, but it 
doesn’t make sense,” Al-
banese said.

The National Restau-
rant in Brighton Beach 
hosted the debate, and 
Russian-language David-
zon Radio and Assembly-
man Alec Brook-Krasny 
(D–Coney Island) orga-
nized it. Nearly the en-
tire slate of candidates 
present — which included 
Public Advocate Bill De-
Blasio, the Reverend Er-
ick Salgado, and former 
comptroller Bill Thomp-
son — vowed to appoint 
a Russian-American to a 
prominent cabinet post, 
except for Weiner. 

The former congress-
man said that he didn’t be-
lieve in ethnic quotas, but 
noted that his grandfather 
was born in Russia.

“So, you would have 
someone from the Russian-
American community in 
the highest levels of gov-
ernment, if I am elected,” 
Weiner said.

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

Zhanna Tsukerman, MD
We are here to give You Personalized Care

T: 718.484.7040 718.484.7119
E-Mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.DoctorTsukerman.com

New Internal Medicine Doctor Now In Your Area

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Tolls
Continued from page 1

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A spike in violent crime 

and a decreased police 
presence has Greenpoint 
residents breaking out the 
walkie talkies.

Neighbors lined up to 
sign up for a neighbor-
hood patrol group after a 
community meeting orga-
nized by local politicians 
to address the mayhem 
produced few answers but 
plenty of anger among res-
idents who said cops are 
missing in action.

“I sit out in front of my 
house for hours and no 
police cars go down my 
street,” said neighborhood 
resident Alice Wilkowski.

More than 100 people 
showed up for the commu-
nity forum on crime orga-
nized by City Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Williams-
burg) and attended by As-
semblyman Joe Lentol 
(D–Williamsburg), 94th po-
lice precinct Commander 
James Ryan, and district 
attorneys. The block pa-
trol would be the neighbor-
hood’s fi rst in years and 
would consist of volunteers 
taking dedicated shifts to 
keep an eye out for unsa-
vory acts.

Ryan said that crime 
may be up and police num-
bers may be down, but it 

is not as bad as it seems, 
claiming that some of this 
year’s crimes happened 
within a  homeless shelter 
that opened last fall af-
ter much controversy , al-
though he could not cite a 
specifi c number. Ryan also 
said that his precinct has 
shrunk along with the city’s 
police force, which has lost 
3,500 offi cers since 2002.

The meeting followed a 
highly publicized series of 
 home invasions and sexual 
assaults  in Greenpoint, as 
well as  a pistol-whipping 
in broad daylight that left 
a man hospitalized . There 

have been 72 felony assaults 
in the area so far this year, 
compared to 54 this time 
in 2012, according to police 
statistics. There have been 
12 rapes and one murder in 
the same period, up from fi ve 
and zero last year, the stats 
say.

Assemblyman Lentol 
said he plans to get tough 
on crime by re-introducing 
state legislation that would 
classify home invasions, 
in which someone enters a 
home by force and injures 
the occupant, as a separate, 
more serious crime from 
burglary.

CRIME WATCH: Assemblyman Joe Lentol, 94th Precinct Command-
er Captain James Ryan, and Councilman Steven Levin address resi-
dents’ concerns about rising crime in Greenpoint. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

G’pointers to go on patrol
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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
MTV used Brooklyn as 

a backdrop for its blowout 
Video Music Awards last 
Sunday night, drawing hun-
dreds of A-listers to the Bar-
clays Center to perform and 
pose while fans packed the 
streets outside.

The show had its mo-
ments: Katy Perry rocked 
Brooklyn Bridge Park like 
a boxer in a children’s fan-
tasy book. ’N Sync reunited, 
if only for a minute. Li’l Kim 
came back from the career 
dead. Lady Gaga wore a sea-
shell bra.

Meanwhile, this paper 
was on the red carpet, in the 
arena, and in the streets, sur-
veying the chaos and asking 
the hard questions of other, 
less fashionable celebrities 
— like exercise guru Richard 
Simmons, who we pressed 
for his take on the CitiBike 
bike share program.

Simmons: “CitiBike is a 
great idea but people need to 
be more careful.”

Quick to clarify that he 
was not anti-cyclist, Sim-
mons continued, “They 
have to wear helmets and 
watch out because people 
are crazy drivers.”

We also prodded Bush-
wick-based indie rockers 
New Politics to defi ne the 
word “hipster.”

“A hipster is someone 
searching for something,” 
lead singer David Boyd said. 
“He doesn’t know exactly 
what his position is, and it’s 
sort of a mix of a rebel try-
ing to be different but at the 
same time trying to fi t in.” 

The description rang a 
bell.

“That sounds a lot like 
me,” guitarist Soren Han-
sen said. 

The red carpet spanned 
the width of Sixth Avenue 
and MTV executives placed 

model Brooklyn Bridge 
arches at the entrance and 
lined the carpeted block 
with fake brick walls and 
street lights, just in case at-
tendees forgot where they 
were. Brooklynites gone 
show-biz were happy to re-
turn for the occasion.

“I love that the show 
is in Brooklyn,” said Ben-
sonhurst native and “Mob 
Wives” star Renee Gra-
ziano.

Some neighbors of the 
Barclays Center shared her 
enthusiasm. 

“It’s awesome,” said 

Nilsa Grin, a 40-year resi-
dent of Bergen Street be-
tween Sixth and Carlton av-
enues. Part of Grin’s block 
was barricaded by police, 
who required identifi cation 
to enter, but the excitement 
mattered more to her than 
the inconvenience.

“Who would have 
thought this would happen 
in our part of Brooklyn?” 
Grin asked.

Others complained that 
the crowds were too much, 
taking particular issue with 
those among the thousands 
gathered around the arena 

who took to the nearby resi-
dential area to party.

“Heard loud noise in front 
of the house,” May Taliafer-
row tweeted. “Found VMA 
guest inside my neighbor’s 
gate smoking weed.”

The crowd thinned as 
the awards show got under 
way and, despite big hype 
about this being the fi rst 
time it fi lmed in Brooklyn, 
the banter was light on bor-
ough references. 

What it lacked in Brook-
lyn homilies, the awards 
show made up for with con-
stant visual and musical 

nods, including spins of the 
Beastie Boys’ “No Sleep Till 
Brooklyn” and Notorious 
BIG’s “Where Brooklyn At.” 
Commercial breaks were 
punctuated with video tran-
sitions that looked like slick, 
updated versions of  the intro 
to “Welcome Back, Kotter .”

The grand fi nale was 
Katy Perry’s massive pro-
duction at the foot of the 
Brooklyn Bridge.

On Saturday, hype for the 
awards show struck a Bush-
wick block where several 
media outlets said Jay-Z, Be-
yonce, and Justin Timber-

lake were going to perform 
a secret show. Hundreds 
waited on Troutman Street 
between Wyckoff and Saint 
Nicholas avenues, hope-
ful for a glimpse of the pop 
trinity. The big three never 
came, but the rumors were a 
boon for neighborhood bars 
and beer stores.

“Spent all afternoon in 
Bushwick waiting for Be-
yonce, Jay-Z, and JT,” Ash-
ley Glynn tweeted. “But 
they never showed up, so 
now I’m getting drunk.”
 — with Nathan Tempey 
 and Will Bredderman

At MTV Awards, Brooklyn is the house
IT’S VMA-ZING!

SHOWTIME: (Clockwise from top left) Star-struck fans Jeruschka White and Megan Zehren had a VIP pass to watch the celebs hit the red carpet, which was set up in back of 
the Barclays Center on Sixth Avenue. Lady Gaga performed at the awards show in a seashell bra. ‘N Sync reunited for the occasion. Associated Press and Stefano Giovannini
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MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY BKLYN

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from the UA Movies)

FISH &  
CHIPS 

SPECIALGENUINE STATE O’MAINE  
LOBSTER GUARANTEED TO AVG. 

OVER 11/4 EA
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FRESH FILET

LOBSTER  
DINNER

ALL 
DINNERS

+ 
TAX
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STEAMED
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BY JAIME LUTZ
It’s offi cial: Brook-

lynites’ every movement, 
every phone call, and prac-
tically every step is being 
tracked by some govern-
ment agency, and most of us 
don’t give a damn about it.

The companies that we 
trust with our personal in-
formation while we browse 
the internet  are piping our 
online activity to the feds . 
The sidewalks that we walk 
on have more  cameras fo-
cusing on them  than a 
soundstage at the Barclays 
Center. The numbers we 
dial on our cellphones are 
being  logged in giant gov-
ernment databases . And 
when we drive our cars, the 
EZ-Pass tags that make it 
so easy to pay tolls are also 
 tracking our movements 
around the city .

Face it — New York has 
all of the tools in place for 
our next mayor to make it 
an oppressive place to live, 
and civil libertarians say 
that has to change. 

“There are lots more 
government cameras out 
there and there are no 
protections,” said Chris 
Dunn, a lawyer at the New 
York Civil Liberties Union. 
“That’s something that the 
next mayor will have to 
think about.” 

The civil liberties orga-
nization has warned New 
York government offi cials 
about the city’s massive 
security infrastructure 
before. In a 2006 study, the 
group found 4,176 security 

cameras in Lower Manhat-
tan alone. Now, Dunn said, 
the number of security 
cameras is so high that it is 
uncountable.

“Since 2006, there are 
many, many more cameras 
and there are no more pro-
tections,” Dunn said.

And yet, no civil liberties 
issue besides stop-and-frisk 
is taking center stage in the 
2013 election season and, ac-
cording to a recent survey, 
an overwhelming majority 
of Brooklynites could care 
less about surveillance. In 
fact,    81 percent of borough 
residents want more security 
cameras in public places, ac-
cording to  the Quinnipiac 
University poll .

“Maybe they like that, 
walking on the street, some-
one is watching over them,” 
said Pat Smith, a spokes-
man for the pollsters.

That is certainly how 
the current city adminis-
tration likes to present it. 
Mayor Bloomberg and po-
lice chief Ray Kelly have 

often pointed to 14 terror-
ist plots that they say have 
been thwarted thanks to 
aggressive New York po-
lice surveillance. The truth 
is much more complicated 
and only two or three of 
the plots represented clear 
threats,  according to a Pro 
Publica analysis . Of those 
plots, agencies besides the 
New York Police Depart-
ment stopped two and the 
third, a car-bombing of 
Time Square in 2010, failed 
only due to the poor bomb-
making skills of the man 
behind it. 

But Brooklynites seem 
to think that more cameras 
do not necessarily mean 
less freedom of movement 
or assembly. Nearly three 
quarters of polled residents 
said that the risk of terror-
ism should not be used to 
violate their civil liberties. 
Apparently all the cameras, 
the federal interception of 
phone and internet data, 
and new technologies the 
New York police are looking 

into like  drones  and  porta-
ble body scanners  have not 
raised red fl ags.

That is an oversight, 
Dunn said, because surveil-
lance infrastructure allows 
the people behind the con-
trols to invade privacy with 
impunity. The civil libertar-
ian gave as an example the 
time police  used a camera-

mounted helicopter to fi lm 
people having sex . 

Not all police surveil-
lance sounds like dystopian 
science fi ction, though. The 
New York Police Depart-
ment has spied on  Muslim 
neighborhoods  and  liberal 
political groups  for years 
the old-fashioned way: us-
ing undercover cops.

Poll: 81 percent favor spy devices, they and civil liberties are not exclusive

GREEN MEANS GO: The city has installed E-ZPass throughout 
Brooklyn, tracking cars — and possibly their drivers. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovanni

ALL-SEEING EYE: A police 
camera watches over Myrtle 
Avenue at Washington Park in 
Fort Greene. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovanni

Let’s hear it for gov’t surveillance



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

SE
PT

. 1
, 2

01
3

10

and use the lobby if we have 
to,” said Turano.

The board was forced to 
cede its meeting room to 
people working for Build it 
Back on Tuesday, Aug. 20, 
when city workers came to 
prepare the board’s meet-
ing space for the Build it 
Back staffers, who are mov-
ing over to Mill Basin to as-
sist locals receiving federal 
post-Sandy assistance as its 
Coney Island location shut-
ters this week.

Turano had previously 
declared she would block 
what she and board chair-
man Saul Needle viewed 
as a trespass on property 
promised to CB18 by the city 
in the late 1980s through a 
Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure compromise.  In 
exchange for a board vote 
giving the Department of 
Environmental Protec-
tion its blessing to install 
a 20-million-gallon water 
retention tank underneath 
Bergen Avenue, the agency 

granted CB18 space inside 
another city-owned build-
ing there, both of which 
were part of a Combined 
Sewage Overfl ow project.

But when Turano called 
the NYPD complaining of 
the city’s home invasion, 
New York’s Finest ultimately 
sided with the mayor.

“That day, it was a hor-
ror,” Turano recalled. “I 
called the cops, I called 911 
— they were trespassing 
as far as I was concerned. 
The police were told they 
didn’t have any authority 
to remove them.”

The board is still consid-
ering seeking a temporary 
restraining order to reverse 
the ouster, which might al-
low the board to wait out the 
Bloomberg administration 
and force the city to fi nd al-
ternate accommodations for 
the federally funded storm-
relief program.

“We’re still exploring 
legal options, but no deci-
sions have been made yet,” 
said Needle.

Meanwhile, the board 
has no less than fi ve pub-
lic hearings scheduled for 

its Sept. 17 meeting, most 
of which involve business 
owners and local groups 
that have waited patiently 
for the conclusion of the 
board’s summer recess 
to begin presenting their 
plans to the community 
board, which votes to ad-
vise other city agencies.

Since the board has opted 
not to look into any of the al-
ternate meeting venues the 
city has suggested, Turano, 
Needle, and the board’s 
other offi cers will have to 
improvise with the space re-
maining for them at the Ber-
gen Avenue building. Board 
members may be in for a 
long and awkward meeting 
amidst the cubicles, comput-
ers, and snaking phone lines 
that were hastily installed 
in the erstwhile conference 
room to accommodate Build 
it Back staff.

“One of the workers, not 
anybody from the mayor’s 
offi ce, told me we can meet 
in the middle, surrounded 
by their offi ce equipment,” 
said Turano. “They’ve obvi-
ously never been to one of our 
meetings.” 

are blended with authen-
tic Italian liqueurs and 
mixed with fresh fruits 
and herbs. 

Flavors for the spiked 
freshly shaved ice that is 
packed into a traditional 
paper cone cup include 
Campari Strega, made 
with the two liqueurs and 
mixed with fresh squeezed 
lemon juice, syrup, and or-
ange bitters; Bourbon Tea, 

made with bourbon, basil, 
lemon juice, honey, and un-
sweetened iced tea; Aperol 
Lemon, mixed with Aperol 
and lemon juice; Amaretto 
Maraschino, made with 
Amaretto, maraschino li-
queur and heavy cream; 
and Zucca Liquor made 
with straight Zucca poured 
over the shaved ice. 

“When you put the fl a-
vors in it, it stays super 
cold and the ice doesn’t melt 
right away,” said Chirico, 
who makes snow cones 
with four-and-a-half ounces 

of alcohol. “You get to enjoy 
the actual fl avors of the li-
quor.” 

Chirico said he will be 
serving the all-natural snow 
cones priced at $5 daily 
from 4 pm to 7 pm through 
October from a cart outside 
the restaurant near Union 
Street. 

Alcohol-infused snow 
cones at Marco Polo Ris-
torante [345 Court St. at 
Union Street in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 852–5015]. 
Served daily now until 
Oct., 4 to 7 pm. $5. 

Continued from page 1

Snow cones

Continued from page 1

CB18

CHEERS: Marco Chirico and his father — legendary restauranteur Joe Chirico of Marco Polo Ristorante 
— are now selling Italian liqueur-infused snow cones at the famed Court Street eatery.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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GROCERY DEPT. DAIRY DEPT. FROZEN DEPT. HOME COOKED DINNERS

PRODUCE DEPARTMENT DELI DEPARTMENTFISH DEPT.

3/$100 $199

IT’S GRILLING TIME!

SCLAFANI CRUSHED

TOMATOES
28 OZ.

ALL
ENTENMANN’S 
CAKES

SMUCKERS

GRAPE JELLY 
32 OZ.

KRAFT

SALAD DRESSING 
16 OZ.

CRACKER BARREL

CHEESE 
7-8 OZ.

GRADE AA

JUMBO EGGS 
DOZEN

FLORIDA’S NATURAL PREMIUM

ORANGE JUICE 
59 OZ.

CELESTE
PIZZA

FRIENDLY’S
ICE CREAM
48 OZ. 

FISH CAKES 
WITH PASTA

GLUTEN FREE 
MEDITERRANEAN 
QUINOA
GLUTEN FREE
CRANBERRY & CILANTRO 
QUINOA SALAD
GLUTEN FREE 
PASTA WITH SUN 
DRIED TOMATOES

EA.

$599

$899

$799

$199

$199

2/$300

$299

$299

2/$300

4/$500

2/$500 $299 $399

LB.

LB.

LB.

LB.

#3 Cold Catering
Finest in Boar’s Head Cold Cuts 
Deluxe Cold Cut Buffet
All of Our Cold Cuts & Salads are    
Trayed & Artistically Decorated.
Potato & Cole Slaw Salads Plus Macaroni Salad 
or A Choice of Pasta Salad, Broccoli & Rigatoni Salad, 
Plus Rolls, Mayonnaise, Mustard & Paper Goods

#1
Roast Beef
Turkey Breast
Baked Ham
Genoa Salami
American Cheese
Swiss Cheese

Kosher & Italian
Slightly Higher

$695
Per 
person

10 Person Min.

#2 Hot Buffet Special
Pasta Choices:

Homemade Stuffed Shells
Baked Ziti
Lasagna
Linguini with Garlic & Oil
Penne with Broccoli
Pasta Primavera

Entree Choices:
Sausage & Peppers
Pork & Mushrooms
Pork Rollatini
Pork Cutlet Parmigiana
Pepper Steak
Beef & Broccoli
Meatballs in Sauce
Beef Rollatini
Chicken Francaise

$1095
Per 
person

Our Hot Buffet Consists of:
2 Pasta Choices & 3 Entrees

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Cutlet
Grilled Lemon Garlic Chicken
Chicken Rollatini
Chicken Oreganato
Sweet & Sour Chicken
Chicken Cacciatore
Eggplant Parmigiana
Eggplant Rollatini
Eggplant Florentine
Swedish Meatballs 20 Person Min.

MUENSTER 
CHEESE

CORNED 
BEEF

USDA CHOICE

SKIRT 
STEAKS

FRESH LEAN 
QUARTERED

CHICKEN 
LEGS

CUT FROM CORN 
FED PORKERS

PORK 
SPARE RIBS

BEEF 
BOLOGNA

AMERICAN 
CHEESE

POTATO 
MACARONI 
COLE SLAW

BOLOGNA OR 
LIVERWURST

LITTLE 
NECK 

CLAMS
2 DOZEN FOR

$799

FRESH 
FLOUNDER 

FILLET

$599
LB.EACH

79¢
LB.69¢

LB.

BOAR’S HEAD #1 IN COLD CUTS BOAR’S HEAD

HEBREW NATIONAL

GREAT LAKES

SALLY SHERMAN SILVER STAR COMBO 
1/2 LB. EACH

FRESH COOKED 
ON THE PREMISES

$599
LB.

$699
LB.

$549
LB.

$349
LB.

$179
LB.

$379

$449

SMOKED 
HONEY HAM & 
SWISS CHEESE

3838 Nostrand Avenue             718-934-8520       FAX # 718-332-4620(Between 
Ave. Y & Z)

A HAPPY 
& HEALTHY 

ROSH 
HASHANAH 
To All Our Patrons 

& Friends!

USDA CHOICE
WHOLE 

BRISKET 
OF BEEF

$279
LB.

$499
LB.

MILK FED NATURE
FAMILY PACK

SHELL STEAKS

CALIFORNIA
GREEN 

PEPPERS

FARM FRESH
CORN

UNITED STATES 
EXTRA FANCY

GINGER GOLD 
APPLES

SUGAR SWEET 
GOLDEN

PINEAPPLES

FRESH - YOUR CHOICE 
SALMON FILLET 

OR STEAKS

$699
LB.

MILK FED NATURE
SHOULDER 

VEAL CHOPS

1/2 LB. MINIMUMLB.

99¢

99¢
BREAKSTONE
SOUR 
CREAM 
16 OZ.

MCCAIN
FRENCH 
FRIES 
20-32 OZ.

FAGE
GREEK 
YOGURT 
5.3-7 OZ.

GOLDEN
POTATO 
PANCAKES 
10.6OZ.

$169

2/$500 2/$500

$399
LB.

HOT POCKETS OR 
LEAH POCKETS 
9 OZ.

SilverStarsGourmetCatering.com   FREE DELIVERY ON 
STORE ORDERS!

Sale Dates: Friday Aug. 30th –Thursday Sept. 5th, 2013
Open: Monday– Saturday 8am – 7pm, Sunday 8am – 5pm

SilverStarQualityMeats.com   
FREE PARKINGWe Gladly Accept 

EBT & WIC

$149

SHADY BROOK FARMS

TURKEY 
BREAST

LB. 4-7 LB. AVG.

OPEN 
ROSH HASHANAH EVE 79¢$699

LB.
$199

LB. LB.


