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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Mayor Bloomberg is illegally 

shoving a controversial men’s 
homeless shelter down the throats 
of Carroll Gardeners before a new 
mayor takes offi ce in January, 
claim angry residents.

Councilman Brad Lander (D–
Park Slope) was one of many at 
a jam-packed meeting on Tues-
day night who said that the city is 
pushing the throttle on a proposal 
to turn a vacant 10-unit W. Ninth 
Street building into a permanent 
170-bed homeless shelter through a 
corrupt scheme in the fl eeting days 
of the Bloomberg Administration.

“There is a concerted effort by 
the Bloomberg Administration to 
rush this [proposal] in, in ways 
that raise many more questions 
than they answer,” Lander said to 
roughly 100 residents who fi lled the 
lobby of a Court Street apartment 
complex, just steps away from the 
planned shelter between Court 
Street and Hamilton Avenue.

“They are trying to get it 
through before they are done to ink 
it for a lot of years,” said Lander, 
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A pop-up fragrance shop 

is aiming to make Brook-
lynites smell less like the 
city and more like a moun-
tain range.

Juniper Ridge, a Cal-
ifornia-based wild fra-
grance company, does not 
so much create scents as it 
picks them up and moves 

them to Brooklyn. The 
company claims its odors 
have the distinctive aro-
mas of the places they are 
named after — so even if 
you have not been to Big 
Sur, the Yuba River, or 
Carruthers Canyon, you 
can still smell like you 
just got back.

“We hike up the moun-

tain and grab plants like 
cedar, spurs, pine and dog-
wood and distill them into 
a scent,” said founder Hall 
Newbegin. “We try to cap-
ture a whole place and put it 
in a bottle.”

From now until Janu-
ary, the company will run 
a pop-up show inside of 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Celebrate this Hallow-

een with the ghosts of old 
Coney Island.

All through October, a 
new play will resurrect the 
original Boardwalk Empire 
— the mobster-dominated 
pre-Prohibition People’s 
Playground, where three 
New York legends cut their 

teeth and, in one case, cut 
much more than that.

“Coney Island Crimi-
nals” — a one-act play writ-
ten by the self-declared 
mayor of Sodom by the Sea, 
Dick Zigun — tells the true 
tale of how Al Capone got 
his famous facial scars, 
back when the future Pub-

Continued on page 10
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Park Slope’s historic district 
could get bigger — and taller

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
The city’s largest historic dis-

trict will get even bigger — and 
substantially taller — if a new 
plan that is backed by a local 
panel gets the city’s okay.

Neighborhood leaders gave the 
thumbs up to a second extension 
of Park Slope’s  already-enormous 
historic district  last Thursday 
night, unanimously approving 
the second phase of the city Land-
mark Preservation Commission’s 
plan to add nearly 287 buildings 
across more than a dozen blocks 
 in the shadow of the Barclays 
Center  — and some 20th-century 
high-rise apartment buildings on 

Plaza Street West. 
“These blocks have a unique 

sense of character that I think de-
fi nes much of Brownstone Brook-
lyn,” said Peter Bray, chairman of 
the Park Slope Civic Council’s His-
toric District Expansion Committee, 
which has led a longstanding effort 
to extend the landmark district. 

The proposed expanded district 
would primarily include blocks 
of row houses dating back to the 
1860s between Fifth and Sixth 
Avenues bounded by Flatbush Av-
enue and Union Street, but it was 
the addition of the newer high-
rises near Grand Army Plaza that 

Continued on page 10
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SMELL YOU LATER: Obie 
Kaufman and his fragrance 
distiller.

Morgan Jarrett of Nightingale 9, a Vietnamese-inspired restaurant on 
Smith Street, dished up Carolina Gold Rice Congee with Duck Confi t for 
this year’s annual Festivale Des Soupes, held on Smith Street on Oct. 19. 
The soup crawl raises money for a Brooklyn culinary program and fea-
tures the best of Carroll Gardens and Cobble Hill establishments. 

Coney’s  creepshow Smell like the great outdoors

Less home! 
Gardners’ 

say shelter 
is illegal
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Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

*Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. Rates are based on credit worthiness.  
Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

BY COLIN MIXSON
The city is breaking the 

highest law in the land by 
forcing a Mill Basin pub-
lic school to share its space 
with a privately run insti-
tution, claim parent and 
politicians who rallied at a 
city hearing on the plan on 
Tuesday night. 

The panel for Education 
Policy voted in favor of  “co-
locating” a Success Acad-
emy elementary charter 
school within Mill Basin’s 
Roy H. Mann middle school 
despite the protests of hun-
dreds of parents, students, 
teachers, and a few elected 
offi cials  — with the pre-
sumptive Public Advocate 
calling the city’s plan un-
constitutional.

“You are setting up a 
system that is separate and 
unequal,” said Council-
woman Letitia James  (D–
Fort Greene), who is run-
ning this year for Public 
Advocate, referring to the 
landmark Supreme Court 
case Brown vs. Board of Ed-
ucation that outlawed seg-
regation.

Echoing the concerns of 
a steady stream of speakers 
opposing the plan, James 
argued that locating the 
charter schools with pub-
lic schools creates separate 
and unequal opportunities 
for students.

“When some children 
have art and others do not, 
that’s separate but unequal. 
When some have music … 
when some have tech … 
when you set up two sepa-
rate exits … when you treat 
special needs children dif-
ferently, discipline and expel 
them … that’s separate but 
unequal,” she told the panel, 
most of who were appointed 
to their seats by the mayor.

Michael Benjamin, a 
representative for Sen. 
John Sampson and presi-
dent of the Bergen Beach 
Civic Association, spoke to 
the high quality of Mill Ba-
sin’s existing elementary 
schools and the negative 
affect that the additional 

elementary charter school 
would create.

“We already have two 
excellent elementary 
schools,” said Benjamin. 
“Anything that under-
mines them undermines 
the community.”

Teacher Alan Abrams 
had a petition with 1,978 
signatures opposing the 
charter school proposal, 
and addressed the mayor’s 
schools chancellor Den-
nis Walcott, saying that 
this was his opportunity 
to build up his resume for 
when he’s looking for a new 
job after the Bloomberg ad-
ministration.

“Chancellor Walcott, we 
know you’re unemployed 
as of Jan. 1, 2014,” Abrams 
said. “We ask that for your 
resume, you include that ‘I 
saved IS 78.’ ”

Testimony was limited to 
two-minutes per person and 
almost unanimously called 
on the panel to vote down the 
proposal — only one woman 
spoke in favor of charter 
school co-location. Amid 
the speakers’ impassioned 
pleas, the assembled crowd 
of parents, teachers, and 

education advocates joined 
in chants of, “you’re going 
to jail,” and “what comes 
around goes around.”

More than two dozen 
police officers were pres-
ent to provide security, 
presumably for the Panel 
for Educational Policy, 
which was not lost on the 
speakers.

“Whenever you speak in 
regards to education policy, 
the NYPD should not be 
present,” said James.

“I know that you’re not 
doing the right thing” said 
Councilman Lew Fidler 
(D–Canarsie). “I plead with 
you, that here in the fi nal 
meetings of this panel you 
show some independence, 
you show some cojones, and 
do the right thing.”

But in the end, there was 
no stopping the Panel for 
Education Policy from ap-
proving the plan. The vote 
passed, despite everything, 
10–3.

The panel also approved 
an  equally controversial plan 
to co-locate another Success 
Academy elementary school 
at Seth Low middle school in 
Besnsonhurst .

Teachers, pols say move is unconstitutional

Parents & kids 
slam school plan

THUMBS DOWN: A student from Roy H Mann gives the Panel for 
Educational Policy a thumbs down for its proposal to co-locate an 
elementary charter school with the Mill Basin middle school at a 
meeting on Oct. 15. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A daughter of Bay 

Ridge is set to become the 
fi rst woman to helm the 
nation’s central bank — 
making her arguably the 
most powerful woman in 
the history of the world.

President Barack 
Obama has nominated 
Janet Yellen, a graduate 
of Fort Hamilton High 
School, to be the next chair 
of the Federal Reserve — 
the institution that regu-
lates the American bank-
ing system, and controls 
the almighty dollar.

Yellen was born in 1946 
and grew up the daughter 
of a doctor on Ridge Bou-
levard, graduating from 
Fort Ham in 1963. 

She went on to gradu-
ate summa cum laude 
from Brown University 
with a bachelor’s degree 
in economics, and got her 
PhD from Yale University. 
She taught at esteemed 
institutions like Harvard 
University, the University 
of California at Berkeley, 
and the London School of 
Economics. She served on 
the Fed’s Board of Gov-
ernors — which oversees 
the central bank — and as 
the president and chief op-
erating offi cer of its West 
Coast branch, based in 
San Francisco. 

She became vice-chair 
of the Federal Reserve 
in 2010 — and, if the Sen-
ate votes to confi rm her 
nomination — she will be 
the fi rst female to join the 
boys’ club of Fed chairmen. 
World markets look to the 

Fed chair for clues on how 
the central bank will man-
age interest rates, which it 
does by regulating the sup-
ply of greenbacks in circu-
lation. If confi rmed, Yel-
len’s every word will move 
trillions of dollars around 
the globe and shape the 
economy of the nation and 
the world.

Ridge fi nance experts 
predicted Yellen would be 
an inspiration to Brook-
lynites and a wise stew-
ard of the American econ-
omy.

“Everybody in the lo-
cal community should 
be proud,” said Mike 
Garthaffner, vice presi-
dent of the Bay Ridge Fed-
eral Credit Union. “I’m 
sure she’ll do a terrifi c job 
creating policy and steer-
ing the economy.”

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Finally! You can walk 

through Prospect Park 
from the comfort of the Tea 
Lounge.

The interior of Brook-
lyn’s backyard, including 
all of its wooded trails and 
winding paths, is now  ap-
pearing in Google Maps’ 
new Street View , the latest 
Google Maps feature that 
provides street-level pan-
oramic views of roads and 
places from all over the 
world. 

In the past, that view 
was limited to streets, 
but now, Google braniacs 

have gotten people out 
from behind the driver’s 
seat and onto their feet — 
and, of course, Prospect 
Park was one of the first 
places they put boots on 
the ground.

A Google spokesman 
told us that interior walks 
and rides through the 
parks were taken with a 
combination of Google’s 
Street View car; its Street 
View Trike, which is a 
three-wheel pedi-cab with 
a camera system on top; 
or the Street View Trek-
ker, which is a 40-pound 
wearable backpack also 

equipped with a camera 
system on top. 

The Trike is ridden 
and the Trekker is walked 
through pedestrian walk-
ways or trails and con-
stantly gathering images of 
the scenery as they go. 

Computer users with 
an internet connection can 
now double-click through 
the massive green space’s 
many paths click-by-click, 
but some Prospect Park-go-
ers aren’t so thrilled about 
the new high-tech way to 
travel through Frederick 
Law Olmsted and Calvert 
Vaux’s grassy man-made 

masterpiece. 
“The park is beautiful — 

why look at it through a com-
puter screen?” asked Jena 
Battaglia of Park Slope. “Go 
outside and walk around 
and see it for yourself.”

The park isn’t the only 
place in Brooklyn that has 
been fi lmed for posterity. 
Some Brooklyn storefronts 
and restaurants including 
 Cobble Hill’s Pane e Vino 
(this reporter’s favorite 
eatery)  and the popular 
Middle Eastern market  Sa-
hadi’s on Atlantic Avenue  
are now also featured on 
Google Street View.

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
A woman was killed af-

ter she jumped in front of 
an oncoming B train at the 
Atlantic Avenue-Barclays 
Center subway station last 
Thursday afternoon, au-
thorities said. 

The woman, who police 
described as in her 60s, 
was fatally struck by a 
Manhattan-bound B train 
at about 12:27 pm, officials 
said. Another person, 
whose identity has not 

been released, was taken 
to Brooklyn Hospital Cen-
ter for non-life-threaten-
ing injuries, according to 
a fire department spokes-
man. 

It is unclear how the 
hospitalized person was 
injured. 

B and Q trains were de-
layed in both directions 
for about 90 minutes after 
the incident, a Metropoli-
tan Transportation Au-
thority spokesman said. 

Brooklyn’s Backyard trails now found on digital maps

ALL-AMERICAN RIDGITE: 
President Obama picked Bay 
Ridge born-and-raised econ-
omist Janet Yellen to become 
the new chairwoman of the 
Federal Reserve. 
 AP / Charles Dharapak

TRAGEDY: A woman was killed after she jumped in front of a B 
train at the Atlantic Avenue-Barclays Center subway station on 
Thursday, authorities said.  Photo by Paul Martinka

PLAY BALL: Panoramic sights of Prospect Park’s ballfi elds are now available on Google Street View.  Google 

Cops: Woman jumps in front of train

Prospect Park Googled!

Ridgite to chair 
central bank

PRESIDENT’S PICK: Yellen shakes hands with the Commander-
in-Chief after receiving the nomination. AP / Charles Dharapak
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B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

By Camille Sperrazza
Brooklyn’s fi rst spe-

cialist in vascular medi-
cine is joining the Vascu-
lar Institute of New York, 
says Dr. Enrico Ascher, 
the institute’s founder.

She is Dr. Natalie 
Marks, and, “She will 
bring a new dimension in 
the care of patients with 
vascular diseases,” he 
says. “She will highlight 
the importance of medical 
management to avoid sur-
gery whenever possible.”

Dr. Marks is skilled in 
all the latest techniques 
in dealing with stroke 
prevention, aneurysms, 
and in caring for patients 
with conditions that cause 
leg pain, swelling, and 
wounds that do not heal, 
he says. She has lectured 
extensively about these 
topics, and is expected to 
join the practice Aug. 1, 
says Dr. Ascher. 

Dr. Ascher has earned 
a few acclaims himself. 
He is the only vascular 

surgeon who has been fea-
tured on New York Maga-
zine’s list of “Best Doctors 
in New York City” for 10 
consecutive years.

He is chief of vascular 
surgery at Lutheran Medi-
cal Center; an attending 
physician at Maimonides 
Medical Center; and a pro-
fessor of surgery at Mount 
Sinai Medical School. 

The doctor is a pioneer 
when it comes to creating 
new, noninvasive medical 
techniques, and he has in-
troduced these methods to 
medical organizations all 
over the globe. 

Dr. Ascher has pub-
lished more than 250 sci-
entifi c articles in medical 
journals, and has authored 
more than 65 textbook 
chapters. He has written a 
book, and it is “one of two 
best sellers on vascular 
surgery,” he says.

His innovative develop-
ments include creating a 
new, less invasive balloon 
angioplasty that reduces 

side effects, and exposes 
patients to no radiation at 
all, he says. In addition, the 
procedure does not inject 
patients with “contrast-
ing material, which can 
cause allergic reactions 
and harm the kidneys,” he 
says. “We have done close 
to 1,400 procedures, and 
have a success rate of 99.9 
percent.” 

He has also developed a 
less invasive technique for 
operations that involve the 
carotid arteries. 

“We make a one-inch 
incision, and put a Band-
Aid on it,” he says. “The 
patient goes home without 
a big cut.” 

This groundbreaking 
procedure has been adapt-
ed in France, England, 
and throughout the United 
States, he says. 

“People learn from us, 
and we are visited by sur-
geons from more than 30 
countries.” 

Limb salvage is yet an-
other fi eld in which Dr. As-

cher has earned acclaim. 
“We have developed an 

operation that saves the 
legs of patients deemed 
unsalvageable,” he says. 
It’s possible because of a 
technique appropriately 
named the “Ascher Tech-
nique,” in which the arter-
ies are saved.

Research, studying, 
and learning are Dr. As-
cher’s passions. He has 
published extensively on 
the subject of varicose 
veins. 

“We are trying to un-
derstand why they de-
velop,” he says. “We are 
investigating.”

The doctor has ob-
served that, in Brooklyn, 
“A lot of people have leg 
swelling. It’s a big prob-
lem.” Why is this the case? 
“Swelling means there’s 
water in the legs, and that 
the veins are not working 
properly.” 

People who have these 
issues should visit the cen-
ter to get treatment that 

can help.
The Vascular Institute 

of New York opened its 
state-of-the-art facility in 
Sunset Park more than a 
year ago. 

“It is the most attrac-
tive offi ce in New York 
City,” says Dr. Ascher. The 
highlights include marble 
fl oors, an operating room, 
and a state-of-the-art 
wound care center. 

“I take a lot of interest 
in the care of wounds,” 
says Dr. Ascher. “Wounds 
can heal when they are 
taken care of. You have to 
fi nd the conditions that 
cause ulcers, and they can 
be treated.” 

Of course, this, in turn, 
leads to saving limbs. 

“One of the problems 
is that people do not take 
care of their wounds as 
well as they should,” says 
the doctor, and this center 
addresses that need. 

Dr. Anil Hingoorani, 
associate professor at 
Mount Sinai, and attend-

ing surgeon at Lutheran, 
is Dr. Ascher’s partner at 
the Vascular Institute of 
New York.

Vascular Institute of 
New York [960 50th St. be-
tween Ninth and 10th av-
enues in Borough Park, 
(718) 438 –3800]. Open Mon-
days through Fridays, 8 
am – 6 pm; Saturdays and 
Sundays, 8 am – 1 pm. Most 
major insurance plans are 
accepted.

Innovative treatment in vascular medicine 
at Vascular Institute of New York

BY JAIME LUTZ
A Brooklyn Heights institution’s 

battle to slow down cars in the neigh-
borhood — which it kicked into high-
gear after one of its own was struck by 
a vehicle and killed earlier this year 
— is starting to pay off.

The city announced this week that 
the Heights will be one of 15 neighbor-
hoods where speed limits will be cut 
to 20 miles per hour in certain areas. 
The so-called “slow zones” come after 
months of lobbying by the Brooklyn 
Heights Association, which made the 
zones a priority after one of its mem-
bers,  Martha Atwater, was killed by a 
driver who jumped the curb on Clin-
ton Street in February . 

In most areas of Brooklyn, the 
lower speed limits take up just a few 
blocks, but in the Heights, nearly the 
entire neighborhood will have the 
speed limits reduced to 20 miles per 
hour by 2016. 

And Heights Association members 
say it can’t happen soon enough.

“We are saying thank you, but we 
would like this to be done sooner,” 
said Patrick Killackey, the head of the 

association’s transportation commit-
tee.

The association also wants the 
borders extended — currently, the re-
duced speed limit does not include a 
small area north of Middagh Street, 
which is close to PS 8.

The Heights Association predicts 
the slow-down will save lives.

“Anyone walking around the 
streets can speak to the benefi t of 
slowing it down to 20 miles per hour,” 
said Killackey. “The data shows that 
it makes an extraordinary difference. 
And, obviously, it’s a lot less likely 
that an accident would happen to be-
gin with.”

The change is part of the citywide 
Neighborhood Slow Zones program, 
in which select communities will 
have speed limits reduced. Fifteen 
neighborhoods joined the program 
last week, including fi ve in Brooklyn.

“Speeding played a role in 81 traf-
fic deaths in New York City just last 
year and more and more communi-
ties across the five boroughs are de-
manding that traffic along neighbor-
hood streets return to the speed of 

life,” said Department of Transpor-
tation Commissioner Janette Sadik-
Khan, in a statement. “Dropping 
the speed limit by even 10 mph dra-
matically increases the safety odds 
and drives home the message that 
the city’s residential streets aren’t 
shortcuts.”

The city considered about 75 neigh-
borhoods for the program, Killackey 
said, but only these 15 areas were cho-
sen. So it’s a real victory for the as-
sociation, whose newly elected Presi-
dent, Alexandra Bowie,  was a close 
friend of Atwater , a 48-year-old Emmy 
Award-winning television writer and 
mother of two who was  killed near At-
lantic Avenue after buying cookies for 
her family .

Slow Zones are partially chosen 
based on crash data and the proxim-
ity of schools and senior centers, but 
they’re also chosen based on commu-
nity support. Because of this, com-
munity organizations including the 
Brooklyn Heights Association  spent 
months collecting signs of commu-
nity support through petitions and 
polls . 

Speed limit to dip to 20 miles per hour in most of Heights

SLOW DOWN: This map shows the new Brooklyn Heights “slow 
zone,” in which the speed limit will be lowered from 30 miles per 
hour to 20 miles per hour starting in 2016. The red markers show 
where schools are within the zone.

IT’S A SLOW RIDE
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

Jewelry EX
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

Zhanna Tsukerman, MD
We are here to give You Personalized Care

T: 718.484.7040 718.484.7119
E-Mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.DoctorTsukerman.com

New Internal Medicine Doctor Now In Your Area

BY COLIN MIXSON
Residents of Avenue Z 

in Sheepshead Bay have 
been complaining for a 
year about a dozen traf-
fi c barrels that have been 
cluttering their block since 
before Hurricane Sandy — 
and nobody seems to know 
who is responsible for the 
blaze-orange obstacles.

The barrels are not just 
an eyesore for locals liv-
ing on Avenue Z between 
E. 28th and E. 29th streets, 
they look like they’ve been 
strategically placed to dis-
rupt quality of life as much 
as possible.

Seven of the barrels sit 
in the middle of a bus stop, 
and worse, the remainder 
are crowded directly on 
top of a storm drain, and 
locals complain that as a 
result, their basements 
frequently fl ood during 
storms.

Nobody on the block 
can even remember what 
work was being done last 
year to justify the barrels’ 
original placement — or 
who was doing it — and the 
city doesn’t seem to know 
either. Multiple called to 
311 asking for some agency 
to take responsibility for 
the barrels and haul them 
away have come to naught.

“I’ve called them many, 
many times, more than 
seven times. I’m not the 
only one, my neighbors 
have called too,” said Ya-
fai. “Unfortunately, the 
barrels are still here.”

To make matters worse, 
only a few of the barrels 
are labeled at all, and 

those that do have mark-
ings only have “Triumph” 
stencilled on their sides, 
with no information on 
how to contact the barrels’ 
owner.

Council candidate 
Chaim Deutsch has tried 

to track down whoever 
abandoned the barrels, 
contacting multiple agen-
cies directly — including 
the Department of Trans-
portation, the Department 
of Health, the Department 

Abandoned traffi c barrels blight block

SEWAGE BACKUP: Chaim Deutsch points to traffi c barrels that 
have been left on the corner of E. 28th Street and Avenue Z for a 
year, and prevent water from draining into the sewers.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Grate and barrel

Continued on page 6



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

OC
T. 

20
, 2

01
3

6

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

We call our office State-
of-the-Art Dentistry 
because we keep 

our technology and 
techniques up-to-date 
to provide you the best 
experience possible. We 
accommodate families 
of all ages with strict 

sterilization techniques.

718.339.7878

Your smile is our priority.

PROVIDING QUALITY, AFFORDABLE CARE

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection 
of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 

of Sanitation, and the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority — but he 
said that all of the agen-
cies denied responsibility. 
Deutsch also reached out 
to a New York-based con-
struction company called 
Triumph, but his messages 

were not returned.
“There’s no reason 

for this negligence,” said 
Deutsch. “People shouldn’t 
have to suffer and have 
their quality of life de-
stroyed because of some 
contractor leaving his bar-
rels at a site.”

Deutsch says the city 
needs to start requiring 
clear labeling on all traf-
fi c barrels and other gear 

set up for construction or 
repair projects, so that lo-
cals can easily track down 
the owners if necessary.

“I propose that all 
loose construction objects 
should clearly state the 
name and number of the 
agency or company they 
belong to,” said Deutsch. 
“It shouldn’t take more 
than one phone call to get a 
mess like this cleaned up.”

Barrels
Continued from page 5

lic Enemy Number One was 
just a teenager working at 
a waterside watering hole, 
where vaudeville legend 
Jimmy Durante played 
piano and silent fi lm star 
Clara Bow waited tables.

“I just thought, ‘what 
wonderful characters, es-
pecially to have such a 
signifi cant event in Al Ca-
pone’s life happen in Coney 
Island,’ ” said Zigun. “It’s 
full of violence and Coney 
Island entertainment and 
sex, and it’s the kind of 
zany weird entertainment I 
like to do.”

The Harvard Inn once 
sat near the Boardwalk on 
the  old Thunderbolt roller-
coaster lot between W. 15th 
and W. 16th streets , and it 
belonged to famed Brook-
lyn gangster Frankie Yale. 
Zigun’s production trans-
forms the back room of his 
 new Surf Avenue Arts An-
nex  into the seedy speak-
easy, where viewers sit and 
drink at tables among wan-
nabe wiseguys and danger-
ous dames. And, like any 
good mob story, Zigun’s 
play is full of squirting 
blood and fl ying spaghetti 
— some of which gets on 
the audience. “It’s a fully 

immersive, fully interac-
tive experience,” the freaky 
bard said.

The Harvard was where 
Capone worked as a bar-
tender and bouncer, and 
where he killed a man for 
the fi rst time. It’s also where 
made the mistake of com-
plimenting the posterior of 
a lovely patron named Lena 
Galluccio — not realizing 
her thuggish, knife-wield-
ing brother Frank was 
within earshot. Galluccio 
carved up Capone’s face so 
badly it needed 30 stitches 
to hold it in one piece. The 
result gave the gangster 
his infamous nickname — 
Scarface.

Ultimately, the play is a 

tale of initiation — into the 
world of entertainment for 
Durante and Bow, and into 
a new universe of violence 
and crime for Capone.

“This is a story about 
teenagers, who get their 
fi rst taste of life in Coney 
Island,” said Zigun. 

“Coney Island Crimi-
nals” at the Coney Island 
USA Shooting Gallery and 
Arts Annex (1214 Surf Ave. 
between Stillwell Avenue 
and W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island.) Oct 18, 19, 25, 26, 7 
pm and 9 pm. Oct. 20 and 
27, 8 pm. Oct 28–30, 8 pm. 
Oct. 31, 7 pm, 9 pm, and 11 
pm. $15. For tickets, go to 
http://shop.coneyisland.
com.

Show
Continued from page 1

ROGUES GALLERY: People’s Playground legends come back to life 
in Dick Zigun’s new play, “Coney Island Criminals.” 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE

Get Your Testosterone 
Level Checked!!!

Martin Slavin, MD
5601 Flatlands Avenue

718-444-7040

 Reduced Muscle Strength
 Anxiety
 Osteoporosis
 Increase Sleepiness

 Erectile Dysfunction
 Decreased Energy
 Increase Body Fat
 Poor Work Performance

 Lost Interest In Sex
 Lack Of Self-Esteem
 Lack Of Motivation
 Poor Self-Confi dence

 Fatigue
 Weight Gain
 Depression
 Poor Memory

  Low level of Testosterone will make you feel like this
  Testosterone replacement will eliminate or improve 

    these problems
  Testosterone has been available by prescription 

    for over fi fty years
  Testosterone replacement is safe and effective 

    in both men and women

Do you feel you are aging prematurely?

Testosterone treatment 
is covered by most insurances

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
They don’t call it Cris-

toforo Colombo Boulevard 
for nothing!

More than a thousand 
marchers — and twice as 
many spectators — con-
verged on 18th Avenue in 
Bensonhurst on Oct. 12 to 
commemorate one of the 
most influential Italians 
in world history.

The 32nd Annual Co-
lumbus Day Parade strut-
ted from 60th to 84th 

streets, and featured 
a dazzling array of lo-
cal schools, social clubs, 
dance troupes, and even 
bands visiting from Italy 
— all decked out in red, 
white, and green.

“It was a great celebra-
tion. I though it was just 
fantastic,” said Father Mi-
chael Gelfant of Saint Fin-
bar’s Church on Bath Av-
enue, one of the parade’s 
grand marshalls.

Helping Gelfant head 

up the procession were 
Principal Josephine Spor-
tella-Giusto of the Acad-
emy of Talented Scholars 
on Avenue P, attorney Lu-
igi Rosabianca, and Lenny 
Tillman of Lenco Diagnos-
tic on 86th Street. Acting 
as master of ceremonies 
from the reviewing stand 
was Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce president Carlo 
Scissura. 

Scissura argued that 
the robust demonstration 

of pride in the Genoa-born 
explorer flew in the face 
of the notion that Italian-
Americans are abandon-
ing Brooklyn. 

“When people say the 
Italian community is leav-
ing Brooklyn, you come 
out to this parade, you see 
a lot of people, and you see 
a community that’s very 
vibrant and very proud of 
their heritage and of being 
in Brooklyn,” the Benson-
hurst native said.

ITALIAN-AMERICAN PRIDE: (Above) Greg Arianaos shows his ap-
preciation for the contributions Italians have made to this country 
during the annual Columbus Day Parade, which made its way down 
Cristoforo Colombo Boulevard on Oct. 12. (Center) The girls from 
the Saint Finbar’s dance school salute the discovery of America. 
(Right) Joan De Blasso waves Old Glory. Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

Viva Columbus! Parade takes 18th Ave.
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BY LISA ZUMAR
When Laura and Jo-

seph were younger, re-
spectively 6 and 12, my 
husband and I would of-
ten take them to Coney 
Island. I learned that Co-
ney Island was a strip of 
beach, a Boardwalk, and a 
few blocks of rides, games, 
and food stands along Surf 
Avenue in Brooklyn. Sum-
mer would not be sum-
mer without an excursion 
there.

The anticipation was 
electric as we headed for 
the kiddy 
park and 
the whirl-
ing tea-
cup ride. 
I wanted 
the day to 
go on for-
ever. Sometimes I allowed 
the day to merge into eve-
ning. It is magical at night 
with the twinkle and spar-
kle of lights. I rode the Won-
der Wheel high above the 
Boardwalk with the chil-
dren, around and around, 
turning so fast that the 
wind whipped my hair in 
strands across my eyes. 

One hand held tightly 
to the safety bar, the other 
clutched pink, sticky spun 
sugar. You need to have 
cotton candy in a paper 
cone in Coney Island. 
Someone always rocked 
the car when we reached 
the top, and we shrieked 
with happy fear.

The carousel with its 
golden mirrors seemed 
to go faster and faster. I 
rode a painted horse with 
a wild, carved mane. 
The music played on and 
I pretended my horse 
sprang to life. I held the 
reins tightly in my hands 

to keep him from bolting 
off the platform and gal-
loping off into the night.

The hot dogs with sau-
erkraut, mustard, and 
French fries were the best 
in New York. Hot dogs, 
greasy and dripping with 
golden mustard and ridged 
fries, succulent under a 
blanket of red ketchup, 
were so delicious!

And the potato kin-
ishes! They were fl aky, 
savory squares of dough 
fi lled with mashed pota-
toes, seasoned in their 

wrapper with 
salt and pep-
per, then 
deep fried to 
a light golden 
brown. One 
knish at a 
time was fi ll-

ing enough for a meal, 
comfort food to be washed 
down with orangeade or a 
bottle of cold root beer.

I did believe that our 
growing kids could still 
have fun with us at the 
beach. The ocean is still 
the same. It is as full as 
ever of the scent of sea-
weed, damp sand and 
brine, and still full of large 
white jellyfi sh.

The jellyfi sh looked 
like large chunks of ice 
in the sun. Whatever pro-
tection they had against 
predators in the sea did 
not affect the kids picking 
them up out of the surf. I 
loved watching my kids 
scoop jellyfi sh out of the 
water.

Their voices were fi lled 
with the excitement of dis-
covery and they giggled 
hysterically. I watched 
them race with the quiver-
ing jellies in their hands.

Sharp little voices com-

peted with the sound of 
sea gulls overhead, then 
they dropped the jellyfi sh 
into shallow holes dug 
with tin shovels. Grains of 
sand fell in a pattern like 
coarse lace on the beach.

The waves crashed be-
hind us, sea foam hiss-
ing at our feet dancing 
in and out of the surf. We 
looked like speckled sand-
pipers in the sun. Almost 
as quickly, the sea en-
croached to claim its own 
and the jelly fi sh were 
washed out to sea again.

Over all was the hot 
smell of suntan oil, salt 
water, and sizzling fries, 

and the mouth-watering 
sweetness of frozen cus-
tard. The sounds of the 
Boardwalk arcade min-
gled with laughter.

We sat on the sand and 
licked moon-shaped ice 
cream cones in silent con-
centration — it was the 
most important thing in 
the world not to lose one 
drop of ice cream as it slid 
over the rim of the cone.

Afterwards, we rode on 
the old-fashioned board-
walk rolling chairs, then 
left the beach and walked 
down weed-fringed side-
walks to the car. 

I had worn a pale-blue 

tank top and khaki shorts 
and thong sandals. We all 
wore them to the beach. 
My shoulders were sun-
burned and sensitive to 
the touch. Even my toes 
caught the sun’s heat. I 
would have to rub Nox-
ema on them after a cool 
shower. Good thing my 
hair was short, because it 
stood up in a spiky tangle 
from all the salt water I 
splashed myself with to 
stay cool.

At Coney Island, in 
the ’80s, my life was a ka-
leidoscope of color, taste 
and sound, and I wouldn’t 
change a thing.

A reader recalls a day of family fun at the People’s Playground

WONDERFUL WHEEL: The 275-foot tall Astrotower, left, fl anked the 150-foot-tall Wonder Wheel at 
the Astroland amusement park, with the Cyclone roller coaster rising the foreground. AP

Coney Island memories

SUNDAY
READ

the Fellows Barbershop on 
N. Eighth Street between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street.

Newbegin came up with 
the idea for the company 15 
years ago while on a hike 
through the Cascade Moun-
tains.

“I crushed fresh cedar 
under my nose and won-
dered ‘Why isn’t anyone 
doing this?’ ” said Newbe-
gin. “I just wanted to make 
something that smelled as 
good as the outdoors.”

He started selling his 
scents at a farmers’ market 
in San Francisco and even-
tually began moving them 
in small retail shops.

Newbegin says he hates 
what he calls modern chem-
icals-in-a-bottle perfumes 
and instead subscribes to 
the ancient methods of dis-
tilling plants into oils.

“All the perfumes in 
stores come from the same 
four factories,” said New-
begin. “I’m not from that 
world.”

Most of the company’s 
customers share that aes-
thetic.

“I’m very much into nat-
ural scents,” said longtime 
customer Victoria Kray. “I 
literally can’t stand fake 
perfume. I can’t walk into a 
department store because it 
makes me sick.”

A two-ounce bottle of 
Juniper Ridge scents re-
tail from between $100 for 
the regular collection to 
$150 for special collection 
scents.

Newbegin said he is 
considering opening a per-
manent store in Brooklyn 
at some time in the future, 
but that he has no plans to 
offer fragrances such as 
Gowanus Canal or New-
town Creek. 

Juniper Ridge (101 N. 
Eighth St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue, 
Williamsburg, juniper-
ridge.com) Open daily from 
noon to 7 pm. 

Scents
Continued from page 1
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Recognized internationally as a pioneer in robotic surgery for prostate 

cancer, Dr. Samadi brings an innovative approach to the treatment of 

prostate cancer, prostate health and men’s health at North Shore-LIJ 

Health System’s Lenox Hill Prostate Cancer Center.

As part of the health system, Dr. Samadi and his patients have access 

to our award-winning resources and facilities.

For an appointment,
call (212) 365-5000.

Learn more about Dr. Samadi and

Lenox Hill Prostate Cancer Center.

Visit lenoxhillhospital.org/roboticoncology.

485 Madison Avenue, 21st Floor, New York, New York 10022
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who along with other local 
pols,  called for an investiga-
tion of the shelter plan ear-
lier this month  after the city 
cleared numerous violations 
on the W. Ninth Street site, 
according to offi cials.

A May 2013 audit by the 
Department of Buildings 
found “several objections” 
to zoning, building codes, 
and multiple dwellings law 
and threatened to revoke all 
permits from the site that 
leaseholder Housing Solu-
tions USA and Augila Incor-
porated have been trying to 
turn into an all men’s adult 
homeless shelter since the 
operator fi led with the De-
partment of Homeless Ser-
vices last year, according to 
Lander’s offi ce.The Depart-
ment of Buildings then dis-
missed all violations on the 
property expect for one, ac-

cording to the city agency’s 
website. Lander, along with 
state Sen. Velmanette Mont-
gomery (D–Fort Greene) and 
Assemblywoman Joan Mill-
man (D–Carroll Gardens), 
also fi led a Freedom of In-
formation Law request for 
all documents detailing the 
building’s agency’s audit.

The Coalition for Car-
roll Gardens, a group that 
has been fi ghting the shel-
ter plan and held Tuesday 
night’s meeting, urged fret-
ful residents to sign petitions 
and testify at a city hearing 
on Thursday on the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services’ 
 proposal to grant a renew-
able fi ve-year contract to the 
shelter operator of the W. 
Ninth Street building .

“This is a very narrow 
window of opportunity we 
have to take action as a com-
munity,” said Paige Bellen-
baum, a leader of the group.

Lander siad that the home-
less shelter,  which residents 

have been fi ghting since its 
inception , would have been 
up and running long ago 
without the road blocks put 
up by the Coalition.

Many residents have 
contended that the proposal 
to cram 170 adult men into a 
10-condominum building is 
abusive and illegal.

“You’re squeezing 170 
people into a building that 
doesn’t have the room for 
it,” said longtime W. Ninth 
Street resident Steven Glad-
stone, who claimed that his 
block was  swarming with 
loiterers  when 120 homeless 
veterans temporarily moved 
into the proposed homeless 
shelter in November. 

The seven-story building, 
which was constructed more 
than 10 years ago, was origi-
nally slated for luxury con-
dos, but was never occupied 
until the vets moved in after 
Hurricane Sandy ravaged 
their Queens shelter. They 
were out within 10 days.

had one neighbor raising 
his eyebrows. 

“It is a mistake,” said 
Plaza Street West resident 
Robert Minsky, who spoke 
at the committee’s hearing. 
“You’re adding a new build-
ing type in to the district and 
now are saying that high-
rise apartment buildings 
are an appropriate building 
type within the Park Slope 
historic district.” 

But Minsky’s remarks 
did not at all sway the deci-
sion of Community Board 
6’s Landmarks and Land 
Use committee, which over-
whelmingly praised adding 
on to an historic district 
that already boasts 2,575 
protected edifi ces. 

“Those buildings are 
worthy of some protection 
because they are part of 
the fabric that Park Slope is 
now,” said committee mem-
ber Jerry Armer referring 
to the high-rises. 

In addition to row 
houses and apartment 
buildings, the proposed dis-
trict also includes a number 
of garages, carriage houses, 
and three churches, one of 
which houses a school. 

The  proposed district  
would force owners of newly 
landmarked properties to 
seek special permits from 
the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission before al-

tering the facades of their 
buildings or demolishing 
their homes. Members of 
the Park Slope civic group 
say that all of Park Slope 
should be landmarked. 

“It’s a 19th century 
neighborhood that retains 
much of its character and 
once that’s gone it’s never 
coming back,” said Bray, 
adding that new develop-
ments in the area are all 
too often of “abysmal qual-
ity” made with modern ma-
terials like stucco and too 
much glass.  

The landmarks commit-
tee approved the proposal 
with a motion to add both 
sides of Park Place and the 

rest of Sterling Place, 
both between Fifth 
and Sixth Avenues to 
the historic district. 

Park Place was ex-
cluded from the com-
mission’s proposed 
extension because 
“many of the build-
ings were altered and 
were inconsistent 
with the others in the 
proposed district ex-
tension,” said Land-
marks Preservation 
Commission spokes-
woman Lisi De Bour-
bon. 

The landmarks 
committee also 
stressed in a motion 
that the Landmarks 
Preservation Com-
mission should des-
ignate the district 
in an expeditious 

manner considering that 
it took the city  nearly two 
years to designate a similar 
proposal to expand a land-
marked district in South 
Park Slope . 

The Landmarks Preser-
vation is holding a public 
hearing on the proposed ex-
tension on Oct. 29. 

The Park Slope Civic 
Council, which initially 
called for preserving every 
building in the neighbor-
hood, said it has plans to 
push for about 1,500 more 
buildings in the neighbor-
hood to be included in the 
historic district over sev-
eral phases.

Continued from page 1 
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Slope

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY BKLYN

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from the UA Movies)

ALL OFFERS  
EXP 10/31/13

+ TAX + TAX + TAX

FRESH FILET
BROILED OR FRIED

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER 
GUARANTEED TO AVG. OVER 11/4 LBS.

STEAMED OR BROILED
SINGLE TWIN

FISH & CHIPS SPECIALLOBSTER DINNER

$10$20 $30

1-800-404-CLAW

3 $30F
O
R

LOBSTER
SALE

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

SIZES
AVAILABLE

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

FREE  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

GROWING: This map shows the existing 
Park Slope historic district and where 
the Landmark Commission wants to 
expand it.
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WE CAN HELP!
Our mission is to help patients 
realize the dream of parenthood.

GENESIS Fertility & Reproductive 
Medicine is a nationally 
recognized center of excellence 
for the treatment of infertility, 
long-recognized for our 
comprehensive fertility services 
and excellent success rates. The 
countless notes from patients  
that decorate our halls are 
testimony to the quality of the 
GENESIS program.

Most Major Insurances Accepted
Donor Egg Program

Trying to have a baby?

Building Families for 25 Years!
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