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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Former longtime Brook-

lyn Rep. Major Owens, a 
Democrat who helped pass 
the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act of 1990 during 
his 24 years in congress, 
died on Oct. 21 in Manhat-
tan. He was 77.  

Owens died at NYU Lan-
gone Medical Center of re-

nal failure and heart fail-
ure, his family says. 

Owens served 12 terms 
in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives from 1983 to 2007. 
The anti-poverty activist 
and education advocate 
represented New York’s 
11th District, which en-
compassed Crown Heights, 
Brownsville, Flatbush, 

parts of Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, and Park Slope.

Owens, who made  a clas-
sic appearance during a seg-
ment on the Colbert Report 
in 2005 , was known as “Rap-
pin’ Rep” because he occa-
sionally dropped rhymes 
inspired by his political be-
liefs on the House fl oor.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Bay Ridge’s Community Board 

10 has put up a road block to the 
city’s plan for slowing traffi c on 
Fourth Avenue with an over-
whelming vote against the re-
forms on Monday night.

The neighborhood panel 
slammed the  Department of 
Transportation’s proposals to 
shave the collision-plagued thor-
oughfare  down to one lane in both 
directions between Ovington Av-
enue and 86th Street, and to  shear 
away one of the Sunset Park-
bound lanes between 95th and 
101st streets . It also rejected the 
city’s recommendation for a pe-
destrian island on the Verrazano 
Bridge side of the 86th Street in-
tersection, and  a Herald Square-
style sidewalk fence stretching 
from 86th Street halfway to 87th 
Street on the side nearest Third 
Avenue . 

City traffi c experts say that 
the revamps are necessary to 

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Come for the culture, 

stay for the food! 
The renowned Smith 

Street eatery Saul opened 
inside Brooklyn Museum 
last Friday night after  clos-
ing its 14-year-old Boerum 
Hill location  in July — and 
the owner is calling his new 
digs a work of art.

“We’re now like an in-
stallation in the museum,” 
said top-rated chef Saul 
Bolton at his new name-
sake eatery last Wednesday 
night. “It’s a great marriage 
— I’m excited about it.”

During the restaurant’s 
open-bar premiere, party 
throngs of Saul fans packed 

Continued on page 5
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Kids, parents rip ‘co-location’
BY TANAY WARERKAR

A plan by the city to move a 
kindergarten- through-fourth-
grade charter school into an ex-
celling Bath Beach middle school 
will make it impossible for any of 
the students to learn, claimed an-
gry parents on Monday night.

Moms and dads of students at 
Joseph B. Cavallaro Intermediate 
School packed into its auditorium 

to protest the so-called “co-loca-
tion” — an increasingly pervasive 
policy of the Department of Edu-
cation to share space within the 
building by two separate institu-
tions — demanding that the city 
halt a proposal they say will hurt 
their kids.

“The Department of Education 
is yet again trying to ruin another 

Continued on page 5
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MAJOR LOSS: Congressman 
Major Owens was known as 
the “Rappin’ Rep.”

HANDS OFF MY SCHOOL: Cavallaro Seventh grader Jasmin Almonte raised 
her sign — and her voice — against the city’s plan to cram a charter school into 
her Bath Beach middle school.   Photo by Steve Solomonson

Finally! Food is art Rep. Major Owens dies at 77
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BY JAIME LUTZ
The Brooklyn Public Li-

brary is putting the trick 
in trick-or-treat.

A group of crafty li-
brarians fabricated news 
stories, fi lmed a fake docu-
mentary, and lied to this 
paper, all to make it appear 
that the central library 
at Grand Army Plaza is 
haunted, this paper’s para-
normal investigations unit 
has learned.

The elaborate hoax be-
gan in 2011, when the li-
brary released a 13-minute 
documentary about the 
ghost of six-year-old Ag-
atha Cunningham, who 
went missing at the land-
mark book depository in 
1977 and whose ghost now 
haunts the stacks in the 
building’s sub-basements. 
Or so the story goes.

The online video fea-
tures library patrons, 
workers, a police offi cer, 
and even library President 
Linda Johnson, all testify-
ing about their encounters 
with the lost girl’s ghost. 
Faded photographs show 
Cunningham with her fam-
ily at different stages in her 
life — she disappeared just 
after her birthday and the 
party is memorialized in 
a picture — as her mother 
talks about her disappear-
ance on a fateful fi eld trip 
to the publication palace.

Agatha lives on as a 
poltergeist who whooshes 
around the lower levels, 
making spooky noises and 
occasionally throwing 
tantrums, as she did when 
the library threatened to 
empty her haunt of books. 
The library played off the 
ruckus and the damaged 
books to journalists as an 
instance of raccoons rum-
maging through the aisles, 
chief librarian Richard 
Reyes-Gavilan tells us. 
Cunningham’s classmate 

Howard Berman gives 
an unnerving interview 
about how he took a job at 
the library to be close to 
his missing friend, which 
is the creepiest episode of 
the fi lm — creepier even 
than when two teens have 
a shaky, handheld camera 
run-in with the ghoul and 
are locked downstairs.

But, as online commen-
tators  fi rst   pointed out , 
no Agatha Cunningham 
appears in the National 
Center for  Missing and 
Exploited Children ’s regis-
try. Fishier still, the only 
source material shown 
in the phantasmal fl ick is 
a news clipping from the 
Brooklyn Eagle that archi-
vist Ivy Marvel pulls out of 
the back of a deep cabinet. 
But the vaunted Brooklyn 
Eagle stopped publishing 

in 1955 and, except for a 
failed revival in the early 
1960s, remained defunct 
until a  science-teacher-
turned-publisher picked up 
its name in 1996 , ultimately 
winning use of it from for-
mer Brooklyn Paper hon-
cho Ed Weintrob.

When we fi rst asked 
Marvel for a look at the clip-
ping, she said it was lost.

“When I went down to 
double check, the fi les were 
gone,” she said. “I don’t 
know if the documentary 
has gotten more exposure 
and someone took them. 
That’s its own mystery.”

But close inspection re-
vealed the piece to be a doc-
tored version of a New York 
Times about the 1979 dis-
appearance of six-year-old 
Etan Patz from the Soho 

Library made up story of haunted stacks, 
but says it was all in the name of fun

DEBUNKED: (Above) The Brooklyn Public Library produced fake 
articles about a 6-year-old girl who supposedly went missing at its 
central branch. (Below) The real 1979 New York Times articles on 
Etan Patz that the “documentarians” doctored. 

The Brooklyn 
Witch Project
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BY JAIME LUTZ
Philanthropist Jane 

Walentas spent 27 years 
hand-restoring the beloved 
carousel that now bears her 
fi rst name and is a capstone 
of Brooklyn Bridge Park.

But last October, she 
nearly saw her work de-
stroyed in just a few hours 
when the machine was 
surrounded by East River 
fl oodwaters during super-
storm Sandy.

To ensure that her 
work will not be threat-
ened again, Walentas’s 
husband David, a devel-
oper, bought her a special 
anniversary gift this year: 
a $125,000 AquaFence. 

The AquaFence is a re-
movable system of 44 wa-
terproof panels, each four 
feet high, that can be put 
up around the carousel in 
a few hours when a storm 
is approaching in a frac-
tion of the time it would 
take to pile up sandbags 
and with better results, 

proponents of the gear 
say. The panels can be in-
stalled with a household 
drill and are designed to 
become stronger and less 
permeable as water rises.

Merry-go-round enthu-
siasts say the water-repel-
lent barrier will prevent 
rising tides from swamp-
ing their beloved horsey 
ride during the next su-
perstorm.

“The image of Jane’s 
Carousel submerged dur-
ing Hurricane Sandy will 
remain in our memories 
and is a testament to the 
importance of resilient 
design and prepared-
ness in the face of climate 
change,” said Regina 
Meyer, the president of 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, at 
a ceremony unveiling the 
carousel’s new armor.

Jane’s Carousel is a 
vintage ride that was built 
in 1922. It opened as Jane’s 
Carousel in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park in 2011. 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
For all the destruction 

it caused, Sandy mostly 
spared Coney Island’s 
iconic wooden Boardwalk 
— and one group of ac-
tivists is hoping that the 
storm might even have 
saved it.

Coney Island and Brigh-
ton Beach residents claim 
that the wooden stretches 
of the promenade weath-
ered the superstorm better 
than the sections converted 
to concrete and plastic 
imitation decking — and 
they’re hoping to use it as 
proof to halt the city’s plan 
to replace more planks with 
plastic.

The Parks Department 
plans to turn all but the fi ve 
blocks of the walkway be-
tween W. 10th and W. 15th 
streets into  a strip of plastic 
composite and concrete , but 
locals argue that the super-
storm demonstrated the su-
periority of timber. 

The plank proponents 
pointed out that  the beach 
below a stretch of new con-
crete near the end of Ocean 
Parkway suffered far worse 
erosion than the sand un-
derneath older boards 
nearby . 

They claimed that the 
huge dunes that formed on 
the parkway were the result 
of water and sand splashing 
over the new surface — in-
stead of draining through 
the planks.

“The wood sections 
fared rather well, because 
of appropriate drainage — 
because you have drainage 
with boards,” argued Robb 
Burstein, founder of the 
Coney-Brighton Boardwalk 
Alliance.

Burstein’s group fi led a 
 losing lawsuit last year to 
stop the city from going for-
ward with the concrete con-
version without an environ-
mental impact study . 

The  city argued that no 
such study was necessary   
— and Supreme Court Judge 
Martin Solomon agreed. 

“Without expert testi-
mony, petitioners cannot 

establish a sub-
stantial adverse 
change in exist-
ing air quality, 
ground, or sur-
face water quality, 
or a substantial 
increase in poten-
tial for erosion, 
fl ooding, leaching 
or drainage prob-
lems,” Solomon 
said in his ruling 
against requiring 
an environmental 
study.

But now the al-
liance is appeal-
ing — and San-
dy’s damage will 
be Exhibit A.

“More than 
ever, an EIS is 
needed, as a result of hav-
ing a storm like Sandy,” 
said Burstein. “Given that 
it happened, it’s important 
that we know what the ef-
fects of the new materials 
will be.”

In March  Community 
Board 13 voted to back 
Burstein’s appeal .

Some of Burstein’s al-
lies even argued that going 
forward with the concrete 
conversion would endan-
ger the population that the 
wooden Boardwalk pres-

ently protects.
“There are people who 

live here who have to be 
kept safe,” said Brighton 
activist Ida Sanoff. “Sandy 
proved the Boardwalk is 
part of our infrastructure, 
and must be maintained.”

But the Parks Depart-
ment said the storm only re-
affi rmed its faith in pave-
ment — though it did not 
give explicit reasons why.

“In general the concrete 
sections of Boardwalk fared 
much better in the storm,” 

said city spokeswoman 
Meghan Lalor.

Most of the post-Sandy 
work on the Boardwalk con-
sisted of removing sand and 
resetting planks popped up 
from underneath. 

But the storm surge 
tore up huge sections of 
wooden boards on Steeple-
chase Pier — leading the 
city to close the dock for 
nearly a year until Oct. 2, 
and replace the damaged 
sections with plastic lum-
ber.

Activists: Storm made argument for old-school B’walk

FENCED IN: New water-repellent fences may keep the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park favorite safe for years to come. Photo by Paul Martinka

ON BOARD: (Top) Sandy ripped up the boards on Steeplechase Pier, which has 
since been repaired, and now can be enjoyed by residents (above) including 
this couple, who were there on Oct. 3.  

‘Wood’ you believe it?

Jane’s Carousel 
now has hooves 
safe from water

GOING UNDER: This iconic photo or Jane’s Carousel in Dumbo be-
came one of the haunting images of Hurricane Sandy. Today, the 
ride has more protection. Photo by Ana Andjelic and Brian Morrissey

SANDY: ONE YEAR AFTER
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Recognized internationally as a pioneer in robotic surgery for prostate 

cancer, Dr. Samadi brings an innovative approach to the treatment of 

prostate cancer, prostate health and men’s health at North Shore-LIJ 

Health System’s Lenox Hill Prostate Cancer Center.

As part of the health system, Dr. Samadi and his patients have access 

to our award-winning resources and facilities.

For an appointment,
call (212) 365-5000.

Learn more about Dr. Samadi and

Lenox Hill Prostate Cancer Center.

Visit lenoxhillhospital.org/roboticoncology.

485 Madison Avenue, 21st Floor, New York, New York 10022

BY JAIME LUTZ
A court-appointed watch-

dog tasked with making 
sure that the state doesn’t 
take any steps to close Long 
Island College Hospital is 
fed up with what he sees as 
state offi cials disobeying 
with impunity — and now 
he’s sounding the alarm.

Jon Berall, one of two 
ombudsmen for the troubled 
Cobble Hill hospital, says 
that the State University of 
New York, which runs the 
hospital, is continuing to 
gut it despite court orders 
mandating that the uni-
versity restore services to 
the levels they were at on 
July 19, when the state fi rst 
moved to close the medical 
facility for good. And state 
offi cials did it knowing full 
well that the closure would 
endanger the lives of the 
60,000 who use its emer-
gency room each year, ac-
cording to Berall, who says 
their continued fl outing of 
the court’s orders gave him 

a moral imperative to break 
his silence.

“It’s evil,” he said. “You 
don’t sacrifi ce people’s lives 
knowingly except in time 
of war and even then only 
with great consideration.”

Also, the state’s move to 
shut down the institution 
was probably motivated by 
a scheme to sell the real 
estate it sits on,  valued at 

more than $500-million , to 
developers, Berall said.

“It shows stunning arro-
gance to try to turn a work-
ing hospital into luxury 
condominiums,” said Be-
rall, a doctor in Brooklyn 
Heights and inventor of the 
video laryngoscope, a medi-
cal device for looking down 
people’s throats.

Berall was appointed by 

Brooklyn Supreme Court 
Judge Johnny Lee Baynes 
in September to keep tabs 
on the condition of the infi r-
mary and report back to the 
court. But one month into 
the process, despite the fact 
that the state allowed ambu-
lances back and is supposed 
to be out of the picture 
sometime soon due to an-
other  bombshell ruling that 
stripped it of authority  over 
the place, Berall is frus-
trated. According to him, 
the state is clearly breaking 
the law by fi ring doctors, 
further cutting services, 
and keeping the surgery 
and obstetric units closed, 
and he could only report 
those facts so long before he 
began to question the very 
premise of his position.

“Reality is, I don’t know 
what my job is about at this 
point,” Berall said. “I have 
been reporting for months 
that judge’s orders are not 
being followed but nothing 
has happened. I don’t actu-

ally know where that infor-
mation goes.”

Berall said that judges 
are still working to fi nd an 

operator for the hospital, 
and may have a taker by the 
end of the month.

— with Nathan Tempey

Ombudsman says government is still breaking the law

LICH MOB: Advocates trying to save Long Island College Hospital 
say the state is trying to close it in order to sell the land to condo 
developers. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Watchdog: State is ‘evil’ to LICH 

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING: Watchdog Dr. Jon Berall is saying some-
thing about how wrongly the state has acted in handling Long Is-
land College Hospital. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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into the low-lit, 87-seat es-
tablishment that sits on the 
fi rst fl oor adjacent to the 
museum’s recently reno-
vated cafe, for which Bolton 
also created the menu. 

Wait staff in black at-
tire passed out glasses of 
sweet red and white wines 
and small bites inspired 
by the restaurant’s dinner 
menu including a Parme-
san cheese puff, baby beets 
and strawberries, an oxtail 
croquet, and scallop tartare 
with tomato jam on toast 
(which this reporter found 
particularly tasty). 

“The food is absolutely 
amazing,” said Saul-lover 
Barbara Campbell of Crown 
Heights, adding that she 
could not be happier that the 
high-end eatery, which was 
merited a coveted Michelin 
star for seven consecutive 
years, has made its new 
home in such a central loca-
tion. 

“I hope all people will get 
an opportunity to explore 
the wonderful food that is 
now here in the museum,” 
she said. 

Bolton opened his pop-
ular restaurant with his 
wife, Lisa, inside a small 
space on Smith Street in 
1999,  when the thorough-
fare was on its way to be-
coming one of Brooklyn’s 
famed restaurant rows, 
and the Prospect Heights 
chef admits that it was 
emotional for him to leave 

Brownstone Brooklyn. 
“It is bittersweet — we’ve 

been there for 14 years and it 
was very personal,” he said. 
“So coming to the Brooklyn 
Museum was very exciting, 
but it’s also a leap of faith 
and couldn’t be more differ-
ent.” 

Bolton said that he defi -
nitely brought the “Saul 
spirit” to the new — and 
much larger — eatery by 
bringing over most of his 
waitstaff and the beloved 
maitre d’ who he said has 
been with him since the be-
ginning. 

The new restaurant has 
fl oor-to-ceiling glass win-
dows that allow diners to 

peer out into the museum’s 
Great Hall and view perma-
nent art installations while 
wining and dining. It also 
comes complete with a full 
bar, large steel wine racks 
that anchor the eatery’s en-
trance, and a large commu-
nal table that sits beneath 
hand-blown glass light fi x-
tures at the center of the din-
ing room. 

Saul’s interior designers 
said that they had to work 
around two large-scale ab-
stract murals that adorn the 
walls inside the eatery while 
designing the space. 

“The warmth of the cen-
ter table works with the 
tones of the paintings,” said 

Jason Horvath, co-founder 
Red Hook-based design com-
pany Uhuru. 

 Bolton, who also owns 
the Vanderbilt in Prospect 
Heights and Red Gravy in 
Brooklyn Heights, revamped 
the Saul menu for the new 
eatery, but still kept a num-
ber of old favorites includ-
ing the Dry Aged Squab with 
roasted carrots, almonds, 
and spiced yogurt, and his fa-
mous Baked Alaska dessert.

The Smith Street restau-
rant only served dinner, but 
the new Saul will also serve 
lunch and brunch, and offer 
patio seating on the muse-
um’s outdoor terrace in the 
warmer months. 

put the brakes on leadfooted motorists 
and increase pedestrian safety on the 
thoroughfare — which  a federal study 
declared the third most dangerous in 
Brooklyn . But CB10 members argued 
that the changes would do nothing but 
create traffi c congestion.

“There is no consideration for cars,” 
said the board’s leading automobile advo-
cate Allen Bortnick. “If you cut this down 
to one lane, you’re going to have more 
problems than you can shake a stick at.”

Other board members claimed 
changes along the Sunset Park stretch 
of the Avenue similar to the ones pro-
posed for Bay Ridge have caused mas-
sive traffi c snarls.

“I’ve seen all these lane reductions 
all over the city and all over Fourth 
Avenue. And all they do is clog things 
up,” said board member Greg Ahl. He 
added that his personal commute from 

69th Street to Atlantic Avenue has gone 
from 11 minutes to half an hour as a re-
sult of recent reforms.

And some on the panel suggested that 
it would be selfi sh for Bay Ridge to im-
prove safety for residents at the expense 
of those travelling through the area.

“I think Fourth Avenue must re-
main a thoroughfare, even to the detri-
ment of locality use,” said board mem-
ber Judy Grimaldi.

Bortnick has even put forward his 
own counter-proposal for improving 
safety at the 86th Street and Fourth 
Avenue junction — a plan that involves 
 erecting an observation tower in the 
middle of the intersection, where a po-
lice offi cer can bark reprimands at jay-
walkers via a loudspeaker . 

But dissenters argued that studies 
have shown that lane reductions do not 
lead to traffi c jams — and that the city 
plan would protect the most vulnerable 
Ridgites from becoming roadkill. 

“Who are the pedestrians being 
struck? It is disproportionately affect-

ing the elderly and school-age children,” 
said board member Bob Hudock.

Other supporters of the city’s plan 
said that motorists should be willing 
to make sacrifi ces in order to end the 
 spate of crashes  along the  roadway .

“I am willing to put my convenience 
as a driver behind the safety of the com-
munity,” said member Rita Meade.

But the board overwhelmingly dis-
agreed with Hudock and Meade, and 
voted down nearly all of the city’s pro-
posals — though it did support repaint-
ing several crosswalks and extending 
the curb at a handful of intersections.

CB10’s decision makes Bay Ridge the 
lone hold-out against the city’s traffi c re-
forms.  Park Slope’s Community Board 6 
voted down a similar lane-trimming plan 
in June  — but decided in favor of a  tweaked 
version of the proposal a week later .

The city is free to roll right over 
CB10’s vote, since the board’s decision 
is only advisory.  But the Department 
of Transportation has deferred to the 
panel in the past . 

one of our schools,” said 
Angela Gueren, a gradu-
ate of the middle school, 
who currently has a 
12-year-old daughter 
attending it. “Our chil-
dren will lose out on 
precious resources.”

Raucous chants of 
“no co-location,” rang 
throughout the audi-
torium at a meeting 
organized by the local 
Community Education 
Council to hear what 
parents think about the 
plan to shoehorn the Co-
ney Island Prep Charter 
School into the build-
ing. 

Parents protesting 
the co-location held up 
black-and-white signs 
reading, “Cavallaro is 
the heart of our com-
munity, don’t break out 
hearts.” 

Among the concerns 
raised at the meeting 
included overcrowding 
of the building, which, 
according to the presi-
dent of the education 
council, was already at 
80 percent of its capac-
ity, and sharing of re-
sources such the divvy-
ing up time for the use 
of computer labs, dance 
studios, the cafeteria, 
and the gym.

“What everybody 
said here about the over-
crowding and lack of 
resources is absolutely 
true,” said Virginia Ch-
eung, a health and phys-
ical education teacher 
at Cavallaro. “It is clear 
that this community is 
very divided over this 
issue, so why doesn’t the 
charter school use other 
available space?”

Current students 
and teachers claimed 
the new school would 
be a burden on the stu-
dents already there, 
and would destroy the 
sense of community the 
school has continually 
nurtured.

“Everyone knows 
each other’s names at 
this school, and we al-
ready have our own iden-
tity and space, and we 
deserve it,” said sixth-
grader Genesis Ford. 
“The bottom line is we 
should not have another 
school bothering us like 
this. This is torture.”

If the city has its way, 

the charter school’s kin-
dergarteners and fi rst 
graders move in next 
September, an addition 
of just over 100 students. 
It will subsequently 
continue to add a grade 
each year until it tops 
out with 275 to 350 kin-
dergarten through 
fourth grade students 
in 2017. 

Heather Fioricka, 
president of the local 
community education 
council, said the coun-
cil vehemently opposed 
the charter school co-lo-
cation — one of several 
being pushed across the 
borough by the outgo-
ing administration of 
Mayor Bloomberg, an 
enthusiastic advocate 
of privately run charter 
schools funded by tax-
payers. Fioricka argued 
that the neighborhood 
didn’t need any more el-
ementary schools.

“We don’t need so 
many K-4 schools,” she 
said. “It’s not like they 
are bursting at the 
seams in any way. It is 
clear that this is a way 
for the Bloomberg ad-
ministration to push its 
agenda before the new 
mayor takes over.”

Fioricka said the co-
location is just a way 
for the charter school 
to avoid paying rent on 
a new building.

Supporters of the 
charter school showed 
up as well, decked out 
in matching red jer-
seys, arguing that Co-
ney Island Prep was 
particularly good for 
special-needs students.

“I’m so glad I enrolled 
my son at this school,” 
said Joe Herrera, whose 
son Joey entered the 
charter school’s middle 
school division with 
learning disabilities. 

“Now my son has 
been declassifi ed and is 
doing exceedingly well 
in the ninth grade. I re-
ally took a shot with this 
school and I couldn’t be 
happier. We are just par-
ents like everyone else 
who want the best pos-
sible education for our 
children.”

The fate of the Cav-
allaro co-location plan 
will be decided at a 
meeting of the Panel for 
Education Policy on Oct. 
30, where parents will 
again have a chance to 
voice their concerns.

Continued from cover
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ART AND FINE DINING: Chef Saul Bolton (in white) said that he was “psyched” to open his relocated 
namesake eatery inside the Brooklyn Museum. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Make cash at your com-

puter for Prospect Park 
by throwing the computer 
away.

Park lovers have a new 
way to donate to Brooklyn’s 
backyard — and it will not 
cost them a dime. Today 
and Monday, residents can 
unload their old, broken, or 
unused computers, televi-
sions, and other electronic 
gadgets at the park during 
the fi rst so-called “upcycly-
ing fest” that will turn the 
gadgets into cold, hard cash 
to keep the green space 
beautiful.

“Upcycling in Prospect 
Park allows New Yorkers 
an opportunity to recycle 
their old electronics sus-
tainably, while at the same 
time raising funds that help 
the Alliance maintain ball 
fi elds and playgrounds, re-
store historical structures 
and landscapes, and pro-
tect wildlife habitats,” said 

Alliance president Emily 
Lloyd. 

Organizers of the Oct. 27 
and 28 event promise that 
the tossed gadgets will not 
end up in landfi lls and will 
ultimately benefi t the City 
Parks Foundation and the 
Prospect Park Alliance, 
which manages the park. 

Causes International, 
the company running the 
Upcycle Fest, will collect 
participants’ unwanted 
electronics including cell-
phones, computers, laptops, 
fax machines, video games, 
scanners, iPods, televi-
sions, video cameras, and 
video game consoles. 

The gadgets will be 
wiped clean of all data, then 
shipped to processing facili-
ties where they will either 
be safely disposed of or re-
purposed and resold, the 
Massachusetts-based com-
pany said. The money made 
from reselling the products 
collected at the event will 

be donated to the Prospect 
Park Alliance and the City 
Parks Foundation, accord-
ing to organizers.

“You can double the envi-
ronmental impact by keep-
ing toxins from poisoning 
our world; you can create 
charitable giving without 
writing a check; and every-
thing you donate is tax-de-
ductible,” said Julie Shane, 
founder of the Causes Inter-
national. 

Shane said that, depend-
ing on how many residents 
and businesses toss their 
old electronics at the event, 
the event could net the 
parks organizations a haul 
in the hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars. 

Upcycle at Prospect Park 
(Third Street entrance near 
Prospect Park West; Will-
ink entrance; Grand Army 
Plaza entrance, www.
prospectpark.org). Oct. 27, 
9 am–2 pm. Oct. 28, 8 am–2 
pm. 

This weekend, company will turn your e-waste into money for Brooklyn’s backyard

E-CYCLE: Be like Richard Lau of Bensonhurst and turn your old, broken-down electronics into cash for 
Prospect Park at the Up-Cycle Festival this weekend in Brooklyn’s backyard. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Just this once, dump trash in P’Park
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Zhanna Tsukerman, MD
We are here to give You Personalized Care

T: 718.484.7040 718.484.7119
E-Mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.DoctorTsukerman.com

New Internal Medicine Doctor Now In Your Area

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
They’ve got the keys to 

Brooklyn’s heart!
Believers — from around 

Brooklyn and across the 
globe — fl ocked to a Flat-
bush church on Oct. 18 to 
hear the king of instru-
ments ring triumphant in 
the County of Kings.

The majestic pipe or-
gan at Our Lady of Refuge 
Church on Foster Avenue 
came back to life — after 
decades of disrepair — at 
the fi ngertips of world-re-
nowned musician Olivier 
Latry, who traveled from 
his post as offi cial organist 
for Notre Dame cathedral 
in Paris to perform.

The recital alternated 
between classical music 
pieces from Latry, expla-
nations from public radio 
host Michael Barone, and 
prayers and blessings from 
borough Catholic offi cials.

“Sacred instrument, you 
will sustain the prayer of 
believers!” intoned the Rev-
erend Michael Perry, pastor 
at Our Lady of Refuge.

The dedication cer-
emony was the culmina-
tion of a seven-year effort 
to restore the organ’s voice, 
which was  led by Midwood 

native Joe Vi-
tacco . 

Vitacco at-
tended mass 
at Our Lady 
of Refuge as a 
boy, and fell in 
love with the 
instrument’s 
m a g i s t e r i a l 
tones. Its pow-
erful sound in-
spired Vitacco 
to travel the 
world record-
ing pipe organ 
music — but 
when he re-
turned home 
in 2006, he 
found his fi rst 
love all but 
mute. Water 
had seeped 
in through 
the church’s 
t i m e - w o r n 
mortar and 

infi ltrated the organ loft, 
damaging the pipes and 
wood, along with the leather 
ligaments that held much of 
the instrument together. 

The church could not af-
ford the $250,000 necessary 
to set the tubes singing 
again — so Vitacco helped 
create an online campaign 
to raise the funds. Dona-
tions poured in from as far 
away as Europe, until the 
church could afford to send 
the organ to a pair of repair 
specialists in Missouri and 
Ohio. Vitacco said he was 
overwhelmed with the re-
sults.

“I joke with them that 
they sent me back a differ-
ent organ,” Vitacco said.

Brooklyn Bishop Nich-
olas DiMarzio dedicated 
plaques honoring Vitacco 
and the Midwestern repair-
men Robert Schopp and Mi-
chael Quimby, which will 
be placed inside the organ.

“It’s restoring the glory 
that was in Brooklyn,” 
Bishop DiMarzio said.

Even Latry said he was 
impressed with what he 
called the organ’s “person-
ality,” which he says is as 
distinctive as an individual 
human being’s.

KEYED UP: (Above) The audience was able to watch world-re-
nowned organist Olivier Latry play in the organ nest on numerous 
screens. (Below) People came from across the country and across 
the world listen to the refurbished organ at Our Lady of Refuge 
Church in Flatbush. Photos by Elizabeth Graham

It’s a pipe dream come true! 

TAKING NOTES: Latry, left, stands beside Joe 
Vitacco, who organized the effort to rebuild the 
church’s pipe organ. Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Just because summer’s over 

doesn’t mean fun is done in Coney 
Island!

The People’s Playground’s biggest 
amusement park hosted a fall festi-
val on Oct. 19. 

Some 25 dogs dressed up in their 
best costumes and paraded through 
Luna Park, while kids and parents 
got pumpkins and face-paintings — 
all part of the funzone’s Halloween 
Harvest.

Judges gave out wristbands for 
rides and concert tickets to the own-
ers of the cutest, funniest, and best-
behaved canines, and all the pups re-
ceived a doggy bag full of treats.

Luna leaders said they were 
happy to let hound-lovers bring their 
hairy companions to the park.

“This past weekend, Luna Park 
was proud to have hosted not only 
our human visitors, but their furry 
friends as well for the Halloween 
Dog Day,” said Valerio Ferrari, 
president of Central Amusement 
International, which owns Luna 
Park.  “The dogs seemed to have a 
wonderful day in the park and re-
ally brought out their personalities 
throughout the day with the cos-
tume contest and parade.”

BATMEN: (Left) Crystal Gonzalez picks her pumpkin at Luna Park’s Halloween Harvest. (Right) Hayen Palaguachi and Justin Calli show off their matching face-paintings. 
 Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

It’s a happy Luna-ween! 
Coney Island park rings in the season with fall fest and pumpkin give-away

RIPE FOR CARVING: Paul Terstenyha chooses his festive orange gourd. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

neighborhood of Man-
hattan.

When this reporter 
confronted a librar-
ian responsible for the 
documentary with evi-
dence of the hoax, she 
readily fessed up.

“There are no actual 
facts that are involved 
in it, but we wanted to 
create the illusion that 
it could be true,” said 
Leigh Fox, the Central 
Youth Services librar-
ian, who screens the 
movie as part of an 
event for teens.

So why would the 
institution’s entire ad-
ministration help cook 
up such a creepy tale?

The whole thing was 
done in the name of fun, 
Fox said — and foster-
ing healthy skepticism 
in her kids.

“There’s kind of a 
side lesson,” she said. 
That you can’t always 
believe everything and 
you have to do your own 
research.”

We commend the 
book-minders’ atten-
tion-getting efforts (can 
we really be mad at a 
bunch of librarians?) 
but we question whether 
making up a story about 
a dead child haunting 
bookshelves is the best 
way to promote literacy.

You can weigh the ev-
idence yourself on Tues-
day, when the tricksters 
will screen the docu-
mentary and answer 
Agatha questions at the 
central branch.
“Agatha Cunningham 
(The True Story)” at 
the Central Library [10 
Grand Army Plaza at 
Flatbush Avenue and 
Eastern Parkway in 
Crown Heights, Informa-
tion Commons, Meeting 
Room 1, (718) 230–2100, 
w w w . b k l y n p u b l i c l i -
brary.org]. Oct. 29, 4–5 
pm, ages 10 and up.

Continued from page 2 

Ghost 
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Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE

Get Your Testosterone 
Level Checked!!!

Martin Slavin, MD
5601 Flatlands Avenue

718-444-7040

 Reduced Muscle Strength
 Anxiety
 Osteoporosis
 Increase Sleepiness

 Erectile Dysfunction
 Decreased Energy
 Increase Body Fat
 Poor Work Performance

 Lost Interest In Sex
 Lack Of Self-Esteem
 Lack Of Motivation
 Poor Self-Confi dence

 Fatigue
 Weight Gain
 Depression
 Poor Memory

  Low level of Testosterone will make you feel like this
  Testosterone replacement will eliminate or improve 

    these problems
  Testosterone has been available by prescription 

    for over fi fty years
  Testosterone replacement is safe and effective 

    in both men and women

Do you feel you are aging prematurely?

Testosterone treatment 
is covered by most insurances

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

Jewelry EX
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

BY COLIN MIXSON
Folks came from near and 

far to Ditmas Park on Oct. 
10, where they had the op-
portunity to see what some 
of the neighborhood’s best 
restaurants and bars had to 
offer during an event called 
Courtelyou at Twilight.

Some long-time residents 
even discovered places they 
had overlooked for decades.

“I’ve been living her 23 
years, and I hadn’t been to a 
lot of these places,” said Har-
lean Postley. “So, I checked 
them out and now I’ll prob-
ably be going back.”

Courtelyou at Twilight 
was something like a pub 
crawl — featuring bars, res-
taurants, and wineries all 
located on the eponymous 
road between E. 17th street 
and Coney Island Avenue.

The cost of admission 
—$20 — bought participants 
samples from each of the par-
ticipating businesses, and 
the event has turned more 
than few people on to some 
Ditmas Park’s fi ner wares.

Kasey Windle came in 
from Manhattan with some 

friends for the event, and 
was taken by the smoked 
Gouda cheese she found at 
TB Ackerson Wine House. 

“It was really good,” she 
said.

Postely, on the other 
hand, may have discovered 
some new places in her 
neighborhood, but her fa-
vorite remains the Castello 
Plan restaurant, which she’s 
been going to for years.

“The Castello Plan, 
that was my favorite,” said 
Postely. “I’d eaten there be-
fore, but the appetizer they 

served was great. Mush-
room crostini, it was deli-
cious.”

The Courtelyou at Twi-
light patrons discovered 
more than new, great places 
to eat and drink in Ditmas 
Park — they made some 
new friends too.

“I liked just seeing my 
neighbors and people we 
hadn’t met before, and just 
chatting,” said Postely. “Peo-
ple were saying, ‘did you 
try this?’ and, ‘you have to 
got here next.’ It was a great 
time.”

A DRINK WITH FRIENDS: From left, Harlean Postley, Michelle Post-
ley, Victoria Lucas, and Jacqueline Lucas share a drink at the Syca-
more Bar during the Courtelyou at Twilight event on Oct. 10. 
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Courtelyou at twilight
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He was a state Senator from Brooklyn 
from 1975 until 1982 — the year he took the 
seat of legendary Brooklyn Rep. Shirley 
Chisholm, who retired.

“Congressman Major Owens was an in-
tellectual giant in public service and a true 
believer that government exists to advance 
the quality of life for its residents,” said 
Borough President Markowitz. “He will 
be dearly missed by all Brooklynites, espe-
cially those who were fortunate enough to 
benefi t from his leadership. Jamie and I ex-
tend our condolences to the entire Owens 
family.”   

“New York lost a legend,” said Council-
woman Tish James (D–Fort Greene) in a 

statement. “Congressman Owens’ com-
mitment to working people in our city was 
remarkable, as were his accomplishments 
on behalf of his diverse district in Brook-
lyn.”

The Tennessee-native, who once worked 
as a librarian at the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary’s Brownsville branch, retired at the 
end of his term in 2007 and was succeeded 
by Yvette Clarke (D–Prospect Heights), 
who still holds the seat.

Near the end of his tenure in the House, 
Owens was a vociferous opponent of de-
veloper Bruce Ratner’s massive Atlantic 
Yards mega-project. 

After leaving congress, Owens taught 
as a professor at Medgar Evers College in 
Crown Heights.

He is survived by his wife, Maria Ow-
ens, and fi ve children.

Continued from cover

Major Owens

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Two cars collided on Oct. 

16 at a Ridge intersection 
that neighbors say they’ve 
been begging the city to fi x 
for years.

Authorities say the ve-
hicles slammed into each 
other at the corner of 67th 
Street and Ridge Boulevard 
at 9:42 am. There were no fa-
talities, but two people were 
taken to Lutheran Medical 
Center for treatment.

Residents said that 
crashes are a common oc-
currence at the junction, 
and blamed the mayhem on 
the abrupt bend in Ridge 
Boulevard as it heads to-
ward Sunset Park — a prob-
lem aggravated when cars 
park near the corner. Ridg-
ites repeatedly petitioned 
the Department of Trans-
portation — without suc-
cess — to replace the stop 
sign at the intersection with 
a traffi c signal, and warned 
of more serious and deadly 
accidents yet to come.

“It’s a time bomb wait-

ing to go off,” said Steve 
Schnibbe, who lives nearby 
and snapped photos of the 
scene. 

Community Board 10 
leaders said that they have 
received numerous com-
plaints about the intersec-
tion, and had asked the city 

for a stoplight — only to be 
rejected.

“It is our judgment that 
additional controls are un-
warranted at this time,” 
reads a 2009 letter to the 
board from Brooklyn 
Transportation Commis-
sioner Joseph Palmieri.

OVER THE RIDGE: Two vehicles collided at the corner of 67th 
Street and Ridge Boulevard on Oct. 16. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Ridge crash causes outcry

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY BKLYN

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from the UA Movies)

ALL OFFERS  
EXP 11/4/13

+ TAX + TAX + TAX

FRESH FILET
BROILED OR FRIED

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER 
GUARANTEED TO AVG. OVER 11/4 LBS.

STEAMED OR BROILED
SINGLE TWIN

FISH & CHIPS SPECIALLOBSTER DINNER

$10$20 $30

1-800-404-CLAW

3 $30F
O
R

LOBSTER
SALE

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

SIZES
AVAILABLE

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

FREE  
RATED  
EXCELLENT
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Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-234-6206 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
brooklynspinecenter.com

718.234.6206
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT


