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BY NATHAN TEMPEY
Get it while it’s hot.
Park Slope restaurant 

and family favorite Two 
Boots Brooklyn is closing 
after 24 years to make way 
for a more night-life-ori-
ented venture that will offer 
up Southern-themed cuisine 
minus the Italian infl uence 

and host more music and an 
expanded bar without shut-
ting out kids entirely, own-
ers said on Monday.

“It’s going to be One Boot, 
if you will,” said co-opera-
tor Andy Wandzilak, who, 
along with his wife Piper, 
is taking over the business 
from retiring owner John 

Touhey. “We are losing the 
pizza, the Italian boot,” leav-
ing Louisiana’s geographi-
cal footwear for inspiration, 
he said.

The Second Streeet eat-
ery will close on Sunday, as 
fi rst reported by the blog F’d 
in Park Slope, and should 

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Barclays Center, we hope you’re 

ready for your close-up, because 
more than a dozen police security 
cameras are honing in on the area 
around the 18,000-seat arena at 
Flatbush and Atlantic avenues at 
any given moment, this paper has 
learned. 

Police made the arena view-
able from 
all angles at 
the click of a 
mouse when 
they quietly 
i n s t a l l e d 
the cameras 
high up on 
l a m p p o s t s 
surrounding 
the basket-
ball palace 
about nine 
months ago, 

said Deputy Inspector Michael 
Ameri of the 78th precinct, which 
patrols outside the Barclays Cen-
ter. The station house has around-
the-clock live feeds of crowds 
moving past one of the borough’s 
busiest intersections. 

“It’s a big arena and like any 

BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s really not easy being 

green.
In fact, it costs so much 

green to keep the greens of 
Marine Park Golf Course 
green that the operators are 
looking into some innova-
tive solutions that sound 
surprisingly … well, green.

Golf courses aren’t gen-

erally viewed as paragons 
of environmental virtue, 
but Adam Giordano and his 
father Mike, who took over 
operation of the golf course 
fi ve years ago, are hoping 
to install a water recaptur-
ing scheme that would use 
a drainage system to divert 
storm-water runoff from the 

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 7Continued on page 10

School claims ‘co-location’ 
scheme based on false data

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
School’s in — like it or not!
A city board approved con-

troversial plans to install new 
schools inside the buildings of 
two existing Brooklyn public 
schools, in spite of overwhelming 
public opposition and claims that 
the city is using false data when 
it says the schools can handle the 
additional students.

The Panel for Education Policy 
voted “yea” on the so-called “co-
location” of new schools at Gra-
vesend’s John Dewey High School 
and Bath Beach’s Joseph Caval-
laro Middle School on Oct. 30.

The Department of Education’s 
plans call for a grammar-level 
branch of Coney Island Prep char-
ter school to open inside Caval-

Continued on page 7
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TIMES A-CHANGING: Piper 
and Andy Wandzilak will 
close Two Boots Brooklyn.

The quest for water Two Boots closes today

Sky eyes 
surround  
Barclays

CRAM 
PLAN 

‘SCAM’
TAPE THAT: One 
of the more than a 
dozen NYPD security 
cameras around the 
Barclays Center. 

Pack up your glue gun and mosey over to 61 Local on Bergen Street be-
tween Smith Street and Boerum Place today from 2 to 11 pm for “She’s 
Crafty,” a wine-fueled crafting event hosted by Gowanus Girls, and adult 
group focused on design and creativity. The $35 fee includes your fi rst 
glass of wine and snacks. Call (718) 875–1150 for more.
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

1 (800) 227-4328

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY BKLYN

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from the UA Movies)

ALL OFFERS  
EXP 11/30/13

+ TAX + TAX + TAX

FRESH FILET
BROILED OR FRIED

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER 
GUARANTEED TO AVG. OVER 11/4 LBS.

STEAMED OR BROILED
SINGLE TWIN

FISH & CHIPS SPECIALLOBSTER DINNER

$10$20 $30

1-800-404-CLAW
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R

LOBSTER
SALE

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

SIZES
AVAILABLE

STEAMED
NO LIMIT

MARKET 
ONLY

FREE  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

The one constant in life is change. This is true everywhere, but the 

phenomenon of continuous fl ux is on steroids in Brooklyn. Decades 

of documenting the closures of countless neighborhood institutions 

has made us fi rm believers in the wisdom of legendary truant Fer-

ris Bueller, who fa-

mously said, “Life 

moves pretty fast. If 

you don’t stop and 

look around once in a 

while, you could miss 

it.” In that spirit, 

this paper is proud 

to introduce “Old 

School,” a running 

feature highlighting 

the borough’s best 

joints, dives, hidden 

gems, holes-in-the-

wall, and standbys 

that you should pa-

tronize today be-

cause they could be 

gone tomorrow. 

We do not have a crystal ball, but if a place is so Old Brooklyn 

that stopping in feels like stepping back in time, odds are that you 

should go there now, while you still can. And if your favorite haunt 

stays open another century? Then give yourself a pat on the back, be-

cause you helped make it happen. But do not forget who fi rst reminded 

you to stop and savor the egg creams.

BY NATALIE MUSUMECI
Ferdinando’s Focacce-

ria in Carroll Gardens is 
the focus of this week’s “Old 
School.”

From the food to the de-
cor, this old-fashioned eatery 
on Union Street is a quintes-
sential slice of Sicily.

Francesco Buffa, chef 
and owner of Ferdinando’s, 
took over the classic eatery 
from his father-in-law more 
than 40 years ago and fam-
ily photos spanning a cen-
tury share wall space with 
pictures of Italy and statues 
of the Virgin Mary. Buffa 
credits the fact that nothing 
has changed since the res-
taurant opened in 1904 for 
its success.

“It’s the same recipes, the 
same location, and the same 
type of the food — even the 
place still looks the same,” 
said the 64-year-old Palermo 
native in a thick Italian ac-
cent. “If something don’t 
break, we don’t replace it.”

Ferdinando’s offers time-
honored Sicilian favorites 

like the panelle special ($6), a 
sandwich of deep-fried chick-
pea fl our fritters topped with 
a hearty scoop of fresh 
ricotta and shred-
ded pecorino Ro-
mano cheese, all 
served on a soft, 
homemade fo-
caccia bun.

Other classic 
dishes include the 
vastedda ($6), a suc-
culent cow-spleen sandwich 
with ricotta and grated cheese 
on Ferdinando’s trademark 
bun, and the popular pasta 
con sarde ($18), covered with 
sardines, wild fennel, pignoli 
nuts, and raisins. 

Both sandwiches date 
back to the original menu, 
though Buffa admits he 
tweaked it a little, adding 
dishes he learned from his 
chef father like the pasta con 
sarde. The result of genera-
tions of stewardship is, Buffa 
says, an establishment un-
like any in this country.

“This is the only place in 
the United States — not even 

New York — that has this 
type of food,” said Buffa. “It’s 
old school; it’s traditional; it’s 

a landmark.”
Ferdinando’s also 

has the distinction 
of being the only 
Brooklyn restau-
rant with Manhat-
tan Special on tap.

“Nobody does 
this,” said Buffa, who 

started offering fresh 
cups of the classic espresso 
coffee soda about 25 years 
ago. 

And we may be telling 
you to go there now, but Buffa 
says that he has no intention 
of closing any time soon. In 
fact, his 25-year-old son Da-
vid has been working at the 
restaurant for the past two 
years and has plans to take it 
over one day, Buffa says.

Ferndinando’s Focacceria 
[151 Union St. between Colum-
bia and Hicks streets in Car-
roll Gardens, (718) 855–1545, 
www.ferdinandosfocacceria.
com]. Mon–Thurs, 11 am–8 
pm; Fri–Sat, 11 am–10 pm.

Ferdinando’s Focacceria: Carroll Gardens 
mainstay where you must go to eat

BELOVED BUNS: Ferdinando’s Focacceria owner Frank Buffa and 
his son show off their famous panelle and vastedda sandwiches. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovanni

Kick it Old School
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Talk about laying down 

the law!
A challenger trounced 

Brooklyn’s 23-year incum-
bent district attorney by a 
whopping three-to-one mar-
gin — just weeks after defeat-
ing the long-sitting lawman 
in the Democratic primary.

Former federal prosecu-
tor and Dem nominee  Ken 
Thompson beat District 
Attorney Charles “Joe” 
Hynes for the second time 
this year , capturing almost 
three-quarters of the vote. 
Hynes had conceded to 
Thompson the night of the 
Sept. 10 primary — but  de-
cided a month later to carry 
on his campaign on the Re-
publican and Conservative 
party lines  after reports 
appeared alleging that dis-
graced Democratic Party 
boss Clarence Norman had 
helped run Thompson’s 
campaign. Hynes expressed 

shock at the severity of his 
loss to Thompson.

“I was surprised by how 
wide it was,” the outgoing top 
attorney said. “It’s given Ken 
Thompson a clear mandate.”

Hynes said he had been 
unable to reach Thompson, 
and had left a concession 
message with one of the vic-
tor’s aides. Hynes promised 

to set up a transition team 
by the end of the week to 
help ease between admin-
istrations — similar to the 
vow he made after his loss 
in September, and accord-
ing to Thompson, never 
made good on.

Hynes declined to com-
ment on whether he was still 
afraid of Norman — who he 

helped send up the river in 
2005 for accepting illegal 
donations to his Assembly 
campaign — controlling the 
District Attorney’s offi ce. 
The incumbent had repeat-
edly raised that fear during 
the last weeks of the cam-
paign, despite Thompson 
denying he had any rela-
tionship with Norman.

“That’s behind us,” 
Hynes said.

Thompson expressed 
gratitude to the 222,348 vot-
ers who supported him.

“I’m honored and hum-
bled to serve as your next 
district attorney. Thank 
you, Brooklyn,” Thompson 
told supporters after the 
numbers came in.

Thompson makes his-
tory by being the fi rst chal-
lenger to unseat an incum-
bent district attorney in 
Brooklyn since 1911, and 
will be the borough’s fi rst 
black District Attorney.

Big Bill DeBlasio is the fi rst mayor to call Brooklyn home since tiny Abe Beame sat in City Hall for one 
term from 1973 to 1977. The most noticeable difference between the two is clearly height, But how do the 
two otherwise stack up? Find our in this week’s Breadkdown.

FOUGHT THE LAW: Ken Thompson (left) celebrates becoming the 
fi rs challenger to unseat a sitting district attorney in 102 years. 
(Right) Defeated 23-year incumbent Charles “Joe” Hynes holds 
back tears but his wife Patricia cannot. Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

The short and the tall of it

Thompson crushes Hynes

ABE BEAME MAYOR BILL DEBLASIO

At 5-foot-2, he’s three inches shorter than 
our out-going Borough President Markowitz

Height At 6-foot-5, he’s taller than 
three players on the 
Brooklyn Nets roster

Abraham David Birnbaum Also known as Warren Wilhelm

London, England Birthplace New York, New York

Crown Heights Brooklyn ‘hood Park Slope

Gerald Ford Arch nemesis Joe Lhota

First practicing Jewish mayor Big firsts First practicing Red Sox fan 
to be mayor

Lived to the ripe old age of 94 Impressive accomplishments Won election by largest-ever margin by a 
non-incombent  

Keeping New York City from declaring 
bankruptcy

Biggest challenge in office Negotiating contracts with municipal unions

Came in third in 1977 Democratic primary 
for mayor, despite being the incumbent

Biggest political defeat Backed out of 2009 borough president race 
to avoid facing incumbent Marty Markowitz

Stood on briefcase behind podium Fun fact Evicted from apartment in 1983 

BY NATHAN TEMPEY
Meet the new crop. 

They are not the same as 
the old crop, voters hope.

Amid the hoopla of a 
runaway DeBlasio may-
oral victory in Tuesday 
night’s general election, 
it was easy to forget 
that two upstart coun-
cil candidates were also 
busy preparing to shake 
things up at City Hall 
come January, in large 
part because their real 
victory took place at Sep-
tember’s Democratic pri-
mary.

In Sunset Park last 
night, Carlos Menchaca 
fl oated to a shoo-in win 
for the 38th District 
— which includes Red 
Hook, South Slope, Sun-
set Park, Greenwood 
Heights, and parts of Bor-
ough Park and Bay Ridge 
— over Conservative 
Party candidate Henry 
Lallave, garnering 91 
percent of the vote. But 
victory was not so cer-
tain for the former aid to 
Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn and Borough 
President Markowitz go-
ing into September’s pri-
mary against two-term 
incumbent Sara Gonza-
lez. The 32-year-old had 
only moved to the dis-
trict in February after 
helping out in the after-
math of Hurricane Sandy 
and the sitting council-
woman would not let him 
forget it. And even his 
relief work came under 

fi re from Gonzalez, who 
claimed that Menchaca 
misrepresented jobs he 
was doing for Speaker 
Quinn as genuine volun-
teer elbow grease.

But  the primary 
painted a different pic-
ture , one of an elector-
ate hungry for change, 
which voters ensured 
by pinning 58 percent of 
their ballots to the trans-
plant. Menchaca, the 
fi rst Mexican-American 
council-member and the 
fi rst openly gay Brooklyn 
pol, has promised to re-
pay the favor by making 
himself available to con-
stituents in a way that he 
says Gonzalez never was.

“I’m going to be pres-
ent. I’m going to be visible 
and vocal,” he told us in 
September. “I’m going to 
be someone that’s on the 
streets talking directly 
to the people of Sunset 
Park about the needs.”

New kids on 
the block

FALLING FOR ANTONIO: Antonio Reynoso beat Vito Lopez 
in the primary, and won last Tuesday’s election with 96 per-
cent of the vote. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

HE’S IN: Carlos Menchaca 
beat incumbent Sara Gonza-
lez in the primary, and won 
91 percent in the election. 

Continued on page 9
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Zhanna Tsukerman, MD
We are here to give You Personalized Care

T: 718.484.7040 718.484.7119
E-Mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.DoctorTsukerman.com

New Internal Medicine Doctor Now In Your Area

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Elegance without Extravagance

Enjoy our Three course dinner menu $27 
For Reservations 718-236-9883

1464 86th St. between 14th and 15th Ave.

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide

BY COLIN MIXSON
The grieving parents of 

a  12-year-old boy struck and 
killed by a car in Park Slope  
last month spoke tearfully 
before the City Council last 
Thursday morning, in the 
hope that their testimony 
might prevent their tragedy 
from befalling others.

The family of Samuel 
Cohen-Eckstein testifi ed on 
Oct. 31 at a Transportation 
Committee hearing to per-
suade legislators to pass  a 
bill mandating a 20-mile-per-
hour speed limit on most res-
idential streets  throughout 
the city.

“The proposed legisla-
tion before this committee, 
to impose a 20-mile-per-hour 
speed limit in all residential 
neighborhoods in the city, 
cannot bring our beloved 
Sammy back,” said Amy Co-
hen, whose son was killed 
by a van on Prospect Park 
West on Oct. 9. “But it would 
surely ensure that other 
families do not suffer as we 
have, and that more lives are 
not needlessly cut short.”

The Safe Streets Act, 
which David Greenfi eld 
submitted to the Council 
in 2011, would establish 20-
mph speed limits on all resi-
dential streets less than 60-
feet wide. The hearing came 
two days before a driver’s 

Ford Expedition ran onto a 
crowded sidewalk, killing a 
9-year-old boy and injuring 
two, according to published 
reports.

If enacted, New York City 
would join other major inter-
national cities in setting a 

lower speed limit for motor-
ists, including Paris, Tokyo, 
and London, which passed a 
similar measure in Septem-
ber, according to Transpor-
tation Alternatives. The car-
critic group claims that a 
lower speed limit would help 
make New Yorkers safer on 
their neighborhood streets.

“Around the world, it’s 
been proven that lower 
speed limits save lives,” tes-
tifi ed Paul White, executive 
director of the organiza-
tion, who joined Cohen, her 
husband Gary Eckstein, 
and their daughter Tamar 
to speak in support of the 
legislation.

“Studies show that a 
one-mile-per-hour reduc-
tion in average speed on 
pedestrian-dense urban 
streets with low average 
speeds will lead to a six-
percent decrease in traffi c 
crashes,” said White. “And 
New York is home to the 
most dense urban streets in 
the country.”

Last year, more than 
1,200 New Yorkers were in-
jured in traffi c crashes ev-
ery week, 58 people lost a 
limb or suffered other life-
altering injuries, and fi ve 
city residents were killed 
by cars each week, accord-
ing to a Transportation Al-

NEVER AGAIN: (Top) Amy Co-
hen and Gary Eckstein, seen 
here on the right descending 
the steps after the funeral for 
their son Samuel (above), who 
died after being hit by a car 
on Prospect Park West, testi-
fi ed before the City Council in 
favor of the “Safe Streets Act,” 
calling on the council to lower 
speed limits on residential 
roads. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

They want lower limits after death of son

Grieving parents: 
Slow cars down

Continued on page 9
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

Jewelry EX
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

*Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. Rates are based on credit worthiness.  
Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

BY JAIME LUTZ
A court-appointed Long 

Island College Hospital 
watchdog who is a self-ap-
pointed salesman for the 
beleaguered medical cen-
ter says he thinks he has a 
buyer for the facility who is 
a slam dunk.

Brooklyn Heights physi-
cian and hospital ombuds-
man Jon Berall, unsatisfi ed 
with the companies he says 
are currently vying to run 
the Cobble Hill institution, 
has  once again  taken mat-
ters into his own hands, 
penning a letter to Brook-
lyn Nets owner Mikhail 
Prokhorov asking the Rus-
sian billionaire to take over 
and restore the hospital, 
and offering the prospect 
of a new sports medicine fa-
cility bearing his name to 
sweeten the deal. 

“It is my hope, as a mem-
ber of this community and 

a practitioner of sports 
medicine,” Berall wrote in 
the appeal, “that you might 
consider being our White 
Knight.”

The man appointed by 
Brooklyn Supreme Court 
Judge Johnny Lee Baynes 
in September to keep tabs 
on the condition of the be-
leaguered infi rmary has 
grown frustrated with what 
he sees as the state’s contin-
ued dismantling of the hos-
pital despite court orders 
prohibiting such actions. 

For his latest gambit, 
the judicial documentarian 
went so far as to prepare 
mock-ups of the hospital’s 
sign bearing Prokhorov’s 
face and name as “a visual 
inducement.”

“With your leadership 
LICH can again be a top-
notch 250-bed, full-service 
acute care hospital, with a 
full rehabilitation center, on-

premises hotel with ample 
parking for both, and last 
but not least the ‘Mikhail 
Prokhorov Sports Medicine 
Institute,’ ” Berall wrote.

But there are options, he 
explained, should the man 
who Forbes ranks as  the 
world’s 69th richest  turn 
out to be a modest guy.

“The institution could 
instead be named in honor 
of your parents, of course,” 
Berall wrote.

Nurses he bounced the 
idea off of said that the new 
moniker loomed a little too 
large, and Berall agreed but 
remained committed to the 
plan as proposed.

Unfortunately for the 
arbiter-turned-activist, the 
Nets honcho is not inter-
ested, according to a spokes-
man for the Onexim Sports 
and Entertainment holding 
company, which owns the 
team.

“[Onexim] is aware of 
the proposal and has al-
ready answered Dr. Berall 
directly that it is not in-
terested at this time,” said 
Barry Baum, a spokesman 
for the Brooklyn Nets.

Other hospital advocates 
are sticking to closed-door 
negotiations as a way to 
choose a new operator for 
the health care facility that 

was supposed to be stripped 
from state hands by a  bomb-
shell August ruling  from 
Brooklyn Supreme Court 
Judge Carolyn Demarest but 
has remained under  gover-
nor appointee control  while 
the search for a willing man-
ager has dragged on.

Berall has claimed that 
Brooklyn Hospital, Lu-
theran Hospital, and a Chi-
nese group of investors are 
in talks to take over the hos-
pital, but the two hospitals 
and hospital unions would 
not confi rm that. In his let-
ter to Prokhorov, Berall de-
scribes the candidates as 
“less than impressive.”

PROKHOROV ISLAND?: Long Island College Hospital watchdog Jon Berall has drawn up signs to con-
vince the Nets owner to take over. Jon Berall

DR. J: Watchdog Dr. Jon Berall 
came up short when he tried 
to throw Long Island College 
Hospital to Nets owner Mikhail 
Prokhorov. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovanni

Watchdog tries to 
sell LICH to Nets
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BY VINCE DIMICELI
Finally! He’ll really hold 

a concert out in Brooklyn.
Billy Joel, the Long Is-

land singer and songwriter 
whose brand of classic rock 
sells out arenas across the 
globe, will play a one-night-
only show at the Barclays 
Center this New Year’s Eve.

The concert will be the 
fi rst show in Brooklyn for 
the musician — who fa-
mously sang about playing a 
set in 1970s-Brooklyn as the 
city around him collapsed 
in the masterpiece “Miami 
2017 (I’ve Seen the Lights 
Go Out on Broadway)” — 
and his fi rst in New York 
City since he played Shea 
Stadium in 2008 just before 
it was torn down.

“We are thrilled that he 
has chosen Brooklyn fi rst 
in making his return,” 
said Barclays Center chief 
Brett Yormark outside the 
arena last Wednesday. “It’s 
going to be a truly exciting 
night.”

Joel was born in the 
Bronx, but does have some 
Brooklyn roots, accord-
ing to Borough President 

Markowitz, who claimed the 
rocker informed him that 
his grandparents lived in 
Flatbush, and he would go 
to shows at the Loews the-
ater on Flatbush Avenue.

Those roots may have 
led to inspiration for some 
of his lyrics. The balladeer 
mentions the Borough of 
Kings in a few of his songs, 
claiming he was crazy for 
walking “through Bed-
ford-Stuy alone” in “You 
May Be Right,” a chart-
topper from 1980’s “Glass 
Houses.” His last No. 1 hit, 
“We Didn’t Start the Fire” 
off of 1989’s “Storm Front,” 

notes that the Brooklyn 
Dodgers won a champion-
ship in 1955.

Tickets for the show 
went  on sale on Nov. 10 at 10 
am at barclayscenter.com, 
ticketmaster.com, or by 
calling (800) 745–3000.

The show will begin at 9 
pm, with the band Ben Folds 
Five — featuring latter-day 
piano man Ben Folds — 
opening for Joel.

Billy Joel at the Bar-
clays Center [620 Atlantic 
Ave. at Flatbush Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (800) 745–
3000] Dec. 31, 9 pm. Tickets 
go on sale on Nov. 9.

BIG SHOT: Billy Joel is coming to Brooklyn, and Barclays Center 
chief Brett Yormark and Borough President Markowitz couldn’t be 
happier. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Billy Joel to play Barclays
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Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE

Get Your Testosterone 
Level Checked!!!

Martin Slavin, MD
5601 Flatlands Avenue

718-444-7040

 Reduced Muscle Strength
 Anxiety
 Osteoporosis
 Increase Sleepiness

 Erectile Dysfunction
 Decreased Energy
 Increase Body Fat
 Poor Work Performance

 Lost Interest In Sex
 Lack Of Self-Esteem
 Lack Of Motivation
 Poor Self-Confi dence

 Fatigue
 Weight Gain
 Depression
 Poor Memory

  Low level of Testosterone will make you feel like this
  Testosterone replacement will eliminate or improve 

    these problems
  Testosterone has been available by prescription 

    for over fi fty years
  Testosterone replacement is safe and effective 

    in both men and women

Do you feel you are aging prematurely?

Testosterone treatment 
is covered by most insurances

laro’s 24th Avenue location, 
and for an as-yet-unnamed 
public high school to open 
inside of Dewey’s Bay 50th 
Street space. 

The department claims 
that both facilities are 
underutilized, but school 
leaders say that the pro-
posals will create over-
crowding.

“They base this on in-
formation they have totally 
wrong,” said Heather Fior-
ica, head of Community Ed-
ucation Council 21, a group 
elected by school parent-
teacher associations.

The  city plan for Dewey 

claims the school has just 
1,630 students, and proj-
ects that enrollment will 
remain roughly the same. 
But Fiorica argues that 
Dewey in reality has more 
than 1,900 students. Fior-
ica also pointed out that 
the  city’s own projections  
show that adding a charter 
school to Joseph Cavallaro 
could send the school over 
capacity by 2017. Fiorica 
was among those who testi-
fi ed against the plan to the 
panel, to no avail.

“No matter what we 
said, they still voted yes,”  
said Fiorica.

Dozens of students, par-
ents, and teachers  blasted 
the co-location plans at pub-

lic hearings , claiming that 
the proposals would lead to 
a loss of funding and access 
to common facilities like 
gyms and cafeterias for the 
existing schools.

“The Department of 
Education is yet again 
trying to ruin another one 
of our schools,” Angela 
Gueren, a  Cavallaro grad-
uate and parent, testified 
on Oct. 23 . “Our children 
will lose out on precious 
resources.”

A city spokesman ar-
gued that the mayor’s poli-
cies have brought about an 
enormous turnaround in 
public education, pointing 
to increased graduation 
rates and fewer drop-outs.

“Our strategy has 
worked,” said spokesman 
Harry Hartfi eld.

The city gave Caval-
laro an “A” rating last year. 
Dewey received a “B” in 
2012, up from a “C” in the 
two years prior.

The Panel for Educa-
tion Policy’s decision on 
both schools was eight 
members in favor and four 
opposed. 

The panel — which will 
meet twice more this year 
— voted to install Success 
Charter Academies in Mill 
Basin’s Roy H. Mann and 
Bensonhurst’s Seth Low 
schools  over community 
opposition earlier in Octo-
ber .

reopen in January as a 
yet-to-be-named establish-
ment with a renovated din-
ing room, an expanded bar, 
and a tweaked-but-familiar 
vibe that will downplay the 
place’s bright-colored sensi-
bility, Wandzilak said.

“It’s going to grow up 
a little bit away from the 

frolicking kid restaurant 
it has been,” he said. “But 
there will still be a place for 
kids.”

Touhey is bowing out to 
focus full-time on his day 
job as assistant principal at 
Downtown’s St. Joseph High 
School and said that he is 
sad to leave the business 
that has become a commu-
nity cornerstone, but glad 
to get some breathing room 
after all these years.

“I’ll miss it terribly but 
I have to move on,” he said. 
“It’s always been a commu-
nity center. Particularly for 
families.”

And he is not kidding. 
Touhey founded the Two 
Boots with a fellow New Or-
leans lover near his home 
in Manhattan’s East Vil-
lage in 1987, then moved 
to Park Slope and opened 
a second eatery two years 
later because friends de-

manded it, he said. 
He brought on Piper as a 

waitress in 1991 and, by the 
mid-1990s she was helping 
to run the place and hired 
Andy as a cook.

In 1996, she married 
the new guy and the couple 
joined the club of Two Boots 
staffers who wound up wed, 
which has ample member-
ship Touhey said. And all 
the while, his own tribe was 
growing up in the booths.

“We’ve literally raised 
two generations of kids 
there,” Touhey said. “My 
kids are having kids and 
bringing those kids there.”

The outgoing proprietor 
says that he will be a regu-
lar at the restaurant’s next 
iteration, which he thinks 
will attract a cool demo-
graphic that the place has 
long lacked.

“We were known as a 
family place, which gave 

the image that, if you were 
in your 20s or 30s, it wasn’t 
such a hip place because of 
all those screaming kids 
around,” he said. “[The 
Wandzilaks] are going to 
let people know that it is a 
place for young adults and 
music people.”

The announcement of 
the closure spurred an 
outpouring of support on 
the restaurant’s Facebook 
page.

Schools
Continued from page 1

Two Boots
Continued from page 1

SCHOOLYARD FIGHT: Dewey students Kenna Edgehunt and Taisha 
Furde protest the city’s plan to place another school in the high 
school’s building. Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO 
AND NATHAN TEMPEY

It was DeBlasio by a landslide.
The Democratic mayoral con-

tender’s margin of victory on 
Tuesday night was so massive 
that Republican opponent Joe 
Lhota conceded less than half an 
hour after the polls closed, with 
just three percent of the votes tal-
lied. DeBlasio ultimately sailed to 
an historic 49 percent victory — 
the cleanest sweep since Edward 
Koch won a third term in 1985, 
and a record for a non-incumbent 
candidate.

And the history-making did not 
stop there. The 6-foot-5 former Park 
Slope councilman, who defi ned his 
campaign with populist rhetoric, 
will be the fi rst Brooklynite mayor 
since Abe Beame, who left offi ce in 
1977, the fi rst Democrat in two de-
cades, and the tallest city executive 
in living memory.

“We reach the greatest heights 
when we all rise together,” the 
mayor-elect said, towering over a 
jubilant crowd at the Park Slope 
Armory.

His rival Lhota, of Brooklyn 
Heights, conceded quietly, wiping 
back tears, but never backed down 
from his doomsday warning that 
DeBlasio’s policies are an express 
ticket back to the Bad Old Days of 
the 1970s and 1980s.

“We want our city to move 
forward, not backwards,” Lhota 
said in his concession speech. “I 
do hope that our new mayor-elect 
understands that before it’s too 
late.”

At DeBlasio’s victory bash, 
the winner reiterated his pledges 
to combat economic inequality 
by taxing rich people, providing 
universal prekindergarten, end-
ing racial profi ling by police, and 
fi ghting to keep hospitals from be-
ing closed to make way for luxury 
condos, as  activists and judges 
have said the state wants to do 

with Cobble Hill’s Long Island 
College Hospital .

“The feeling of a few doing well 
while the rest slip further behind 
is the defi ning challenge of our 
times,” DeBlasio said to cheers.

Fighting to keep the Cobble 
Hill hospital and Interfaith Medi-
cal Center in Bedford-Stuyvesant 
open in the face of state closure 
plans in his role as public advo-
cate has been a signature effort of 
his campaign — he has gone so far 
as to get arrested protesting the 
shutterings — and a group of hos-
pital staffers came out on Tuesday 
night to show their appreciation.

“Bill DeBlasio is standing for 
the working class, for the people 
who built this country,” said An-
thony Ciampa, a member of the 
New York State Nurse Associa-
tion’s board of directors. “He stood 
side by side with us.”

But DeBlasio now faces the test 
of how far he will take that fi ght, 
as he will have to work hand-in-
hand with Gov. Cuomo, his former 
boss at the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, who  is 
now in control of the state univer-
sity and health department that is 
trying to shut the hospital down .

DeBlasio  demurred on Friday  
when this paper asked him what 
Cuomo was saying about the hos-
pital’s fate, but the governor was 
more than happy to shower the 
hizzoner-to-be with accolades as 
the winning ballots rolled in.

“Tonight New York City voters 
have opened an exciting new chap-
ter in our state’s largest city with 
the election of incoming Mayor 
Bill DeBlasio,” Cuomo said in a 
statement. “On a personal level, 
it is particularly gratifying to see 
Bill, a true friend and former col-
league, win tonight.

The Sloper’s ascent to the city’s 
highest offi ce also signals a chang-
ing of the guard in the Offi ce of the 

Brooklyn politicians win big at the polls again, taking mayor and public advocate
DEBLASTING-OFF!

TRIUMPHANT: (Left) Bill DeBlasio hugs his wife Chirlane McCray at his election party at the Park Slope Armory after he won 
the mayoral race. (Above right) Fort Greene Councilwoman Letitia James won her race for Public Advocate. (Bottom right) 
GOP candidate Joe Lhota gives his concession speech. 
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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ternatives spokesman.
After their son’s death Co-

hen and Eckstein asked that 
donations be made in Samu-
el’s name to Transportation 
Alternatives.

Allen Bortnick, a decade-
long member of Community 
Board 10, who is frequently 
critical of the Department 
of Transportation’s various 

traffi c calming measures, 
said he would be just fi ne 
with Greenfi eld’s bill if it 
only affected roadways that 
were 30-feet-wide or less, 
but bluntly stated that the 
bill, as written, would ef-
fectively grind city traffi c 
to a halt.

“He’s out of his cotton-
picking mind,” said Bortnick 
of Greenfi eld. “If he wants to 
limit this to 27 and 30-foot-
wide streets, I’m in agree-
ment with him. But [lower-

ing speeds on main arteries] 
would create such a slow-
down in traffi c that it would 
become physically impos-
sible to get anywhere in the 
city.”

City street lanes range 
from 9 to 16-feet wide, 
Greenfi eld’s bill could po-
tentially affect all “residen-
tial” roads that have two to 
six lanes.

The Cohen-Ecksteins 
support the bill, but ac-
knowledged that the Safe 

Street Act by itself would 
change little without the 
support of the mayor and the 
police, who they said have a 
poor record for citing Slope 
speedsters.

“To be effective, the re-
duced speed limit would 
require enforcement,” said 
Cohen, pointing out that 
September saw no speeding 
tickets in his neighborhood. 
“That would involve a com-
mitment by the mayor and 
the NYPD.”

Speed
Continued from page 4

Across town in Williams-
burg on Tuesday, Antonio 
Reynoso sealed the deal to 
replace 34th District Coun-
cilwoman Diana Reyna, his 
former boss, by taking 96 
percent of the button-pushes 
to School Choice Party foe 
Glays Santiago’s four. Again, 
the real drama was in Sep-
tember when Reynoso  put 
the fi nal kibosh on disgraced 
former borough Democratic 
boss Vito Lopez’s comeback 
hopes  by a 12 percent mar-
gin.

Reynoso has pledged to 

not bow to special interests 
and to bring his college ac-
tivist background to bear on 
the district that spans Wil-
liamsburg, Bushwick, and a 
section of Queens. 

Both Reynoso and 
Menchaca drew the endorse-
ment of the New Kings Dem-
ocrats and Menchaca was 
the only council contender 
to unseat an incumbent, sig-
nalling a shift from the po-
litical climate that has long 
required fealty to the Kings 
County Democratic machine 
and a new level of sway for 
the young political group.

In Fort Greene, Laurie 
Cumbo had the ballot all to 
herself on Tuesday after a 

late summer primary win 
in a heated fi ve-way race. 
The founder of the Museum 
of Contemporary African 
Diasporan Arts will fi ll out-
going councilwoman Letitia 
James’s 35th District seat, 
serving Clinton Hill, Fort 
Greene, and parts of Crown 
Heights, Prospect Heights, 
and Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
Cumbo has promised to be 
more friendly to developers, 
in contrast to James’s vo-
cal opposition to the Atlan-
tic Yards project, and to de-
crease crime.

Most of the council action 
may have been in the pri-
mary, but the results were 
not entirely a changing of the 

guard. In the 33rd District, 
which includes Greenpoint, 
Dumbo, Brooklyn Heights, 
Boerum Hill, Downtown 
and parts of Williamsburg 
and Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
Steve Levin will retake his 
old seat.

So will incumbent 39th 
District Councilman Brad 
Lander, representing Gow-
anus, Park Slope, and Wind-
sor Terrace, who has had it 
easiest of all, having spent 
primary day opponent-less, 
election day crushing Con-
servative Party adversary 
James Murray, and both 
days cheering on come-from-
behind mayor-elect Bill De-
Blasio. 

New kids
Continued from page 3

Public Advocate, where 
Fort Greene Council-
woman Letitia James will 
take over in January after 
demolishing a packed fi eld 
of third-party contenders, 
becoming the fi rst Afri-
can-American woman to 
hold a citywide position 
and cementing a Demo-
cratic hold on city politics, 
though she said that she 
will not be DeBlasio’s pup-
pet.

“Bill and I are very 
good friends but when we 
disagree I will certainly 
raise my voice,” James 
told WNYC host Brian 
Lehrer.

James threw her party 
at Gowanus’s SRB Brook-
lyn, fi ve blocks from DeBla-
sio’s bash, so that people 
could walk between the 
two, she said.

“We did not want to 
inconvenience New York-
ers,” she explained.

As if you had not 
heard enough milestones 

already, next year will 
mark the fi rst time in the 
20-year history of the ad-
vocate position that the 
in-house agitator will 
belong to the same party 
as the mayor. (Inciden-
tally, as advocate, James 
would replace DeBlasio 
should something hap-
pen to the big man in City 
Hall Park.)

But the fi rsts do not 
stop there. State Sen. Eric 
Adams coasted to victory 
in the Brooklyn borough 
president race over his 
Conservative Party foe 
Elias Weir and will be-
come the fi rst black politi-
cian to occupy the big of-
fi ce at Borough Hall.

And while we are on 
the subject of borough 
presidents, Manhattan 
Beep Scott Stringer, who 
famously returned cam-
paign cash from an in-
dicted developer  when 
our own Marty Markow-
itz would not , is set to 
become the city’s next 
comptroller after bring-
ing home 80 percent of the 
electoral bacon.

DeBlasio
Continued from page 8
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major venue or any bridges 
or tunnels or stadiums 
or schools and colleges, 
they will have cameras for 
safety,” the commanding 
offi cer said.

Behind the front desk of 
the cop shop, monitors show 
images from the eyes in the 
sky as they pan across the 
plaza, sidewalks, and sub-
way entrances that ring the 
sports and music venue.

The New York Civil 
Liberties Union, which 
has  advocated against the 
expanded use of surveil-
lance cameras by police 
and corporations , said 

that it does not have a 
problem with this particu-
lar kind of filming. Chris 
Dunn, a lawyer with the 
group, said that it is the 
widespread installation 
of secret cameras that his 
organization is worried 
about and that the arena’s 
camera boxes, which are 
marked with small po-
lice insignias, are akin to 
having officers standing 
guard in those spots.

It is unclear who owns 
two other rooftop cam-
eras — one atop a building 
at Flatbush Avenue near 
Dean Street and the other 
on a Fort Greene Place Of-
fi ce tower above the Atlan-
tic Terminal Mall — whose 
lenses are trained on the 

arena that is the center-
piece of the controversial 
Atlantic Yards develop-
ment, but affi xing such 
cameras to a building one 
owns is perfectly legal. A 
Barclays Center spokes-
man refused to comment 
on those taping devices, but 
neighbors we spoke to say 
they do not mind having 
their every move recorded, 
though they wish more beat 
cops would actually patrol 
the streets. 

“The cameras are prob-
ably a good thing, but it 
won’t stop the crime from 
happening,” said longtime 
Prospect Heights resident 
Marie Sankoh. “If I saw 
more cops, that would be 
better.” 

Continued from page 1 

Cameras

city’s sewer system into a 
reservoir for later use in ir-
rigation, saving thousands 
of dollars in water bills in 
the process.  

“We’re attempting to 
make the park sustainable,” 
he said. 

The father-son team has 
already started using more 
rugged, drought-resistant 
grasses, including the na-
tive Scottish species Aurora 
Gold, which can get along 
with much less water than 
the thirsty varieties used on 
most American golf courses.

Adam says that these 
water-saving measures are 
pragmatic choices, which 
happen to have environmen-
tally friendly side effects.

“It’s not only green, it’s 
practical,” he said. “Without 
improving the economics, 
and reducing our depen-
dence on grid energy and 
city water, the park is not 
going to continue to grow or 
even exist.”

Keeping 7,000 yards of 
links lush would be an ex-
pensive proposition under 
any circumstances, but the 
Giordanos face additional 
burdens at Marine Park 
Golf Course.

Most of the city’s public 
golf courses draw from on-
site wells for irrigation, so 
their water is essentially 
free except for the cost of 
the electricity to run the 
pumps.  But the vast Ma-
rine Park Golf Course — 
the largest public course 
in the city — currently gets 
its entire water supply from 
city pipes, paying by the 

gallon like any homeowner 
or business.

 Maintaining a golf 
course can demand as 
much as 10 gallons of water 
per square foot annually. 
And with 10 gallons of me-
tered water costing about 45 
cents, watering links that 
stretch the length of 70 foot-
ball fi elds across Marine 
Park can get expensive.

The previous opera-
tors dealt with the problem 
by just turning the sprin-
klers off — which turned 
the course’s greens into 
browns.

“We wanted to make the 
course more attractive, and 
so we started using a lot of 
water,” said Mike.

 The results aren’t lost 
on visitors. During last 
month’s Brooklyn Open, 
hosted at the Marine Park 
Golf Course, Assemblyman 
Alan Maisel was amazed by 
the difference.

“A few years ago, it was a 
dump,” said Maisel. 

City water rates have 
gone up nearly 11 percent 
a year since the Giordanos 

took over the course in 2008, 
making paying the city for 
the golf course’s life blood a 
boogie. Still, the cost of re-
cycling rain water for use 
on the grounds is high, so 
the operators have applied 
for a “green infrastructure 
grant” to help, and rallied 
politicians such as Mai-
sel and Borough President 
Markowitz to plead their 
case.

“They’ve been very 
helpful in lobbying for us, 
and making sure that parks 
and the city are all kind of 
behind this and that every-
one is working together to 
solve this problem,” Adam 
said.

The Giordanos have 
also contracted surveyors 
to scout Marine Park for 
underground reservoirs of 
fresh water — at least, fresh 
enough for grass — in the 
hope of ending its reliance 
on the city water supply en-
tirely.

If they do fi nd usable 
groundwater beneath the 
park, drilling a well would 
be a hole in one.

Continued from page 1 

Water

THE QUEST FOR WATER: The Marine Park Golf Course is attempt-
ing to make itself independent of the city’s expensive water bill, 
and is on the hunt for untapped water wells and strategies to re-
cycle rain water. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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69-40 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  |  StammtischPorkStore.com

HOT ITEMS
ON SALE

Spätzle  $6.99 LB.

Completely Prepared
Stammtisch Saurkraut 

2 lb. Package for $4.99

Red Cabbage  $5.49 2 LBS.

Assorted Oktoberfest Beer
Priced Accordingly

Rouladen  Cut to Order, $9.99 LB.

Pot Roast & Roast Beef
starting at $6.99 LB.

Pork Roast  Cut to Order, $5.99 LB.

Schinkensülze  $6.99 LB.

Wild Boar & Blueberry Sausage  
$12.99 LB.

Venison & Wild Mushroom 
Sausage  $12.99 LB.

100% Chicken Bratburgers
 $5.99 LB.
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