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Courier Life celebrates 
Marty Markowitz’s 

12 years as 
Borough President
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Thank you for your support and friendship.
- Bruce & MaryAnne

Thank you, Marty Markowitz.
In 12 years as Borough President

you’ve left a legacy to last a lifetime.
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‘MR. BROOKLYN’ WRAPS UP 12 EVENTFUL YEARS IN BOROUGH HALL
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MARTY
How sweet it was.

Marty Markowitz and Brook-
lyn fi t hand-in-glove, like bagels 

and cream cheese, Scooby and Shaggy, 
and the Barclays Center and the Nets. 
But term limits — requisites of our de-
mocracy — have ushered in the end of an 
era for the larger-than-life borough presi-
dent, who vacates his post next month af-
ter 12 years of service as chief booster of 
Brooklyn’s economic, social, and cultural 
interests at Borough Hall. 

He leaves behind some impressive 
footprints, including bringing home a 
basketball team after a nine-year battle to 
build a stadium, and four miles worth of 
proclamations that cheered Brooklynites 
— and Brooklyn lovers — of every stripe.

We enjoyed our unpredictable relation-
ship with the irrepressible Beep so much 
that we dedicated this special edition to 
him in gratitude for enlivening our pages 
with his unforgettable campaigns (remem-
ber “Lighten Up Brooklyn?”), his memo-
rable quotes (“There is no doubt that Co-
ney is getting tony”), and his off-the-cuff 
comments (“The next thing he knew, he 
was clobbered,” in defense of a hate-crime 
victim).

These pages document Marty’s yin 
and yang because as borough president, 
he was a contrarian. He touted a healthy 
lifestyle, but opposed bike lanes. He pro-
fessed an affi nity for a homey Brooklyn of 
tight-knit neighborhoods, but worked to 
make it a high-rise capital, backing con-

troversial expansion plans, such as the 
Domino Sugar factory redevelopment, the 
10-tower waterfront Greenpoint Landing 
project, and the massive, publicly-subsi-
dized Atlantic Yards venture.

Marty’s ardor for Kings County was 
apparent from the get-go, and he earned 
every letter of his nickname, “Mr. Brook-
lyn,” posting borough-friendly signs at 
our borders during his fi rst term that 
admonished those heading out of town, 
“Leaving Brooklyn: Fugheddaboudit.”

He was a 100-proof Brooklynite, long 
before assuming offi ce at Borough Hall.

Born in Crown Heights, raised in a 
Sheepshead Bay housing project, and 
a graduate of Wingate High School and 
Brooklyn College, Marty formed the Flat-

bush Tenants Council in 1971 at the age of 
26. Today, it is the state’s largest tenant’s 
advocacy group. He then launched a 23-
year career in the state senate, and cre-
ated his trademark series of oceanfront 
concerts in Coney Island.

He wasn’t without fault though. Mar-
ty’s failed bid for borough president in 
1985 ended with a guilty plea to a mis-
demeanor for not disclosing a campaign 
contribution, resulting in a fi ne and com-
munity service. Yet his work on behalf of 
the borough he touted at every opportu-
nity will matter far more in the long run.

Marty did a swell job as our ambas-
sador. His love for Brooklyn was evident 
along every step of his professional jour-
ney, no matter how contentious the path. 
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THE TIMELINE
LOOKING BACK ON MARTY’S VERY BROOKLYN CAREER

1945
Feb. 14: Mr. Brooklyn born in 

Crown Heights to 
Dorothy and Rob-

ert Markowitz, a 
waiter at Sid’s, 
a kosher delica-
tessen. 

1954
Father dies and 

Marty moves with 
his mother into public housing in 
Sheepshead Bay.

1960
Strikes a blow against height 
discrimination at Wingate High 
School after he was barred from 
joining a public service club 
called the Long Fellows, which 
only accepted boys 5-foot-10 or 
taller. Marty (5-foot-3)  started his 

own group called 
the Middle Men , 
open to those 
shorter than 
5-foot-10. The 
next year school 
administrators 
learned their les-
son and merged 
the two commu-
nity service clubs into a single 
group, called Fellowship, with no 
height requirements.

1971
Founds the Flatbush Tenants 
Council, which grew into Brook-
lyn Housing and Family Services, 
now the largest tenants advocacy 
organization in the state.

1978
Elected to the state Senate in 

1978, beginning more than 
two decades as a state Sena-
tor for central Brooklyn.

1979
Creates his signature Sea-
side Summer Concert Se-
ries, a popular free weekly 
concert series. 

1983
Creates the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Concert Series, the nation’s 
largest free public con-
cert series targeted to 
African-American and 
Caribbean audiences.

1985
Launches his fi rst bid 
for Borough President, 
seeking to unseat long-
time Beep Howard 

Golden, but machine politics 
trumped destiny until term lim-
its opened the race 16 years later.

1999
At 54, Marty fi nally 
fi nds his “Mrs. Brook-
lyn,” wedding the 
lovely Jamie Snow.

2001
Nov. 6: Mr. Brooklyn 
is elected Borough 

President of Brooklyn, fulfi lling 
a destiny set forth when he pulled 
an enchanted stickball bat from a 
Flatbush stoop as a young boy.

2002
July 16: Our newly minted Beep 
 makes a bet with his Staten Is-
land counterpart James Molin-
aro on the outcome of the 12 regu-
lar season meetings between the 
hated Staten Island Yankees and 
his beloved Brooklyn Cyclones . 

THE FORCE IS STRONG IN THIS ONE: At his victory party at Juniors in 2001, 
Markowitz brandished a toy Star Wars light saber and cried, “May the force be 
with you!” File photo by Tom Callan

MARTY MARKOWITZ
THANK YOU FOR ALL OF YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS

AND FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE
BROOKLYN COMMUNITY
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The victorious borough presi-
dent will get to display the newly 
created “Borough Cup” in his 
Borough Hall, and the loser will 
pay for dinner at a restaurant of 
the rival’s choice on the oppos-
ing side of the bridge. The wager 
is sealed with a handshake on a 
boat anchored in the Narrows be-
tween boroughs, due to Marty’s 
refusal to step foot on the Rock.

Aug. 3: ABBA performs at Mar-
ty’s fi rst Seaside Summer Con-
cert Series as Borough President.

Aug. 26:  Marty hosts an “Egg 
Cream Extravaganza” at Bor-
ough Hall Plaza. 

Sept. 9: After the Cyclones 
lose eight of the 12 games in the 
“Borough Cup” series,  Marty 
graciously concedes his bet with 
Molinaro , saying “a bet is a bet, 
and I’m ready to join him at a 
restaurant of his choice, in Staten 
Island, which I will begrudgingly 
pay for because I know the food is 
much better in Brooklyn.”

2003
April: Marty teams up with the 
Central Brooklyn Jazz Consor-
tium to create  “24–7 Jazz Brook-

lyn,”  a non-stop celebration of 
jazz across the borough through-
out the month of April at clubs, 
restaurants, churches and music 
schools.

May 11: The President of the 
Borough of Kings  welcomes the 
royal family of Monaco  — Prin-
cess Caroline, Prince Ernst 
August of Hanover, and His Se-

rene Highness Hereditary 
Prince Albert — to the 
New York premiere of Les 
Ballets de Monte Carlo’s 
“Cinderella” at the Brook-
lyn Academy of Music.

May 24: Marty hosts the 
 Brooklyn Bridge to the 
World Celebration , honor-
ing the 120th birthday of 
our most famous icon.

Aug. 14: Stands on the 
Brooklyn Bridge with a 
megaphone during the 
Great Northeast Blackout 

of 2003, cheering to thunder-
ous applause “Welcome home 
to Brooklyn!” to the throngs of 
Brooklynites trudging home from 
Manhattan. 

2004
Jan. 23: Atlantic Yards devel-
oper  Bruce Ratner agrees to 
purchase the New Jersey Nets 
for $300 million , vowing to bring 
them to Brooklyn.

Feb.: Marty opens the Brooklyn 
tourism center in Borough Hall.

July 16:  Marty calls for the city’s 2002

Aug
Broo
meg
Grea

2003

Continued on page 6

CREAM OF THE CROP: (Left) Marty 
shows off his egg cream-making tech-
nique 2002. (Above) Welcoming com-
muters on the Brooklyn Bridge after 
the 2003 blackout. File photos

New York Methodist Hospital
thanks Marty Markowitz
for his support of Brooklyn’s 
hospitals and healthcare and

dedicated service
to our borough.
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fi rst Ikea store to open in Red 
Hook. 

Oct. 8:  Marty bravely faces a 
hostile crowd at the Park Slope 
Food Co-op  to defend his support 
of the unpopular Atlantic Yards 
project. “I’m a big boy,” he said 
later. “Whenever I do anything I 
really believe in, it’s for the good 
of Brooklyn.”

2005
Jan. 20:  The Brooklyn Mar-
riott breaks ground on a project 
to nearly double the number of 
rooms  at the borough’s premier 
hotel.

July 12: Marty advances his plan 
for Brooklyn’s world domination, 
 lobbying the United Nations to 
move offi ce space to the borough .

Sept. 19:  Marty downsizes his 
support for the massive, multi-
tower Atlantic Yards develop-
ment , declaring “We do have to 
scale down this project.”
Oct. 8:  Cruise ships begin dock-

ing in Red Hook. 

Nov. 8: Our bumptious Beep is 
re-elected with 79 percent of the 
vote.

Dec. 20: Marty again greets 
constituents slogging home over 
the Brooklyn Bridge during 
the transit strike, even invit-
ing them into Borough Hall for 

warm drinks and a chance to 
call loved ones.

2006
Feb. 1: After turning 60, Marty 
joins the Senior Citizens League 
of Flatbush, which he founded in 
1973, at age 28.

June 3: Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Development Corporation for-

mally takes control of four Brook-
lyn Heights piers, beginning the 
creation of Brooklyn Bridge Park.

June 17:  Despite his many public 
health initiatives, Marty has a 
heart attack. 

Aug. 17:  Professional volleyball 
comes to Coney Island for its 
fi rst-ever tournament stop in 

New York City. 

October:  Marty calls for the 
restoration of the historic Loew’s 
Kings Theater movie palace. 

Nov. 1:  Marty fl ies to Jolly Olde 
England to promote the Brook-
lyn brand at the World Travel 
Market trade show.  Marty later 
 complained , “All they knew about 
Brooklyn was that it is some-
where in New York, it has the 
Brooklyn Bridge and that that 
Beckham guy has a daughter 
named ‘Brooklyn.’ ”

Nov. 18:  Marty takes aim at 
poachers targeting Brooklyn’s 
beloved wild monk parrots.  The 
bird-booster Beep has a gray par-
rot of his own, whose vocabulary 
includes “fugheddaboudit.”

2007
February: Marty uses his State of 
the Borough address — assumed 
to be his last before term limits 
were extended —  to announce his 
run for mayor, via fortune cookie .

June 20:  Bloomberg hosts a 
fund-raiser for mayoral hopeful 
Marty in his swank Upper East 
Side townhouse. 

FA R E W E L L  T O  B O R O U G H  P R E S I D E N T  M A R KO W I T Z

TIMELINE...
Continued from page 5 

UNITED FRONTS: (Above) Marty met with Kofi  Annan with a plan to woo the United 
Nations to Brooklyn. (Right) Marty was there when the Port Authority gave away 
the four piers that would become Brooklyn Bridge Park. File photos

2005

bird
rot 
inc

2006
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July:  City Hall moves to Brook-
lyn!  But just for two weeks, dur-
ing renovations of its Manhattan 
digs.

Aug. 5:  The Brooklyn Cyclones 
immortalize Mr. Brooklyn in 
bobble head form as part of its 
“Legends of Brooklyn” series. 

January: Just one year after 
Marty’s junket to the World 
Travel Market trade show in 
London, the world’s largest 
travel-guide publisher, Lonely 
Planet,  includes Brooklyn on its 
list of the 30 hottest destinations 
for 2007 .

2008
Feb. 7: Marty uses his annual 
State of the Borough address 
to make his (ultimately unsuc-
cessful)  bid to take over the New 
York Aquarium in Coney Island 
from the Wildlife Conservation 
Society . 
 Unsatisfi ed by the results 
of the $1.45 million he spent to 
light up Coney Island’s iconic 
Parachute Jump in 2006,  Marty 
announces that the city will kick 
in $2 million toward a new light-
ing scheme for the long-defunct 
amusement .

March:  Marty leads the Marist-
WNBC mayoral poll  with 18 per-
cent to once-and-future mayoral 
hopeful Anthony Weiner’s 13 
percent, leaving Bill Thompson 
and Speaker Christine Quinn in 
the dust.

May:  MTV’s hit reality show 
“The Real World” comes to 
Brooklyn! 

June 18:  Ikea opens in Red Hook! 

July 9:  Marty gets bikes for his 
Borough Hall staff. 

Sept. 26:  Marty greets shop-
pers lining up for Brooklyn’s fi rst 
Trader Joe’s  inside the land-
mark former Independence Bank 
Building decorated with iconic 
Brooklyn imagery of Ebbets 

Field and Coney Island.

2009
March 18:  Mr. Brooklyn trav-
els to the Neatherlands to pay a 
visit to his and our borough’s Old 
Country namesake — Breukelen. 

April 8:  Marty unveils his de-
sign for a $64-million outdoor 
amphitheater in Coney Island’s 

Asser Levy Park  to become the 
permanent home of his Seaside 
Summer Concert Series. Critics 
immediately ridicule it as a giant 
“potato chip.”

September:  Marty puts the 
breaks on the Prospect Park 
West bike lane  with a strongly 
worded letter to the city that de-

MANY LOOKS OF MARTY: (Left) The Brooklyn Cyclones immortalized Marty in bobblehead form. (Center) Marty tests one 
of the bikes he bought for his staff. (Right) Checking out the original Breukelen during a visit to Holland.
MAN
of th2007 MARTY (L ft) Th B kl

2008 2009

Continued on page 8
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lays the project for nearly a year.

December: Tired of renting, 
 Marty fi nally puts down roots by 
purchasing a $1.45-million manse 
in beautiful Windsor Terrace .

2010
March 11: Construction of the 
Barclays Center arena begins.

April 9: Marty backs the contro-
versial Domino Sugar redevelop-
ment,  proclaiming “Domi-YES!”  
to the $2-billion condo plan for the 
abandoned waterfront refi nery.

June 21: Critics of Marty’s 
$64-million “potato chip”  sue to 
block his annual concert series at 
Asser Levy Park  because it vio-
lates a law prohibiting amplifi ed 
music within 500 feet of a house 
of worship.
 Less than a week later,  the 
Council comes to the Beep’s 
rescue by passing a law that tem-
porarily allows amplifi ed music 
within 500 feet of a house of wor-
ship. 

Oct. 7:  Marty fi nds and restores 
the iconic “Welcome to Brooklyn” 
sign  from the opening montage of 
the ’70s sitcom “Welcome Back, 
Kotter.”

Oct. 19:  Rendered briefl y silent 
by throat surgery,  Brooklyn’s 
boisterous Beep uses the opportu-
nity to take a breath for the fi rst 
time since taking offi ce.

Nov. 17:  ExxonMobil agrees to 
pay a $25-million settlement and 
clean up the state’s largest oil 
spill under Greenpoint. 

  The St. Ann’s Warehouse the-
ater company agrees to take over 
and renovate the vacant Tobacco 
Warehouse in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park. 

Dec. 8:  Marty sings his contempt 
for bike lanes at a Council hear-
ing  on a bill to require commu-
nity input before creating new 

bike lanes, tweaking the song, 
“My Favorite Things” from “The 
Sound of Music.” 
 “Strollers and schleppers and 
skaters and joggers, holiday lanes 
just for egg-noggers, but let’s not 
forget cars — it’s getting insane,” 
Marty crooned. “These are a few 
of my favorite lanes.”
 Park offi cials break ground on 

the $70-million project to reha-
bilitate the Prospect Park skating 
rink “Lakeside Center”

Dec. 28: After the city fails to 
clear the streets after the massive 
blizzard,  Marty compares Brook-
lyn in 2010 to Queens in 1969 .

2011
Feb. 4: Marty ends his State 
of the Borough address with a 
performance by a pole dancer — 
 leaving some constituents hot, 
but others bothered .

Feb. 23:  Marty shows support 
for the Arab Spring by fl ying the 
Egyptian fl ag over Borough Hall. 

March 25:  Marty takes issue 
with the number crunchers of 
the U.S. Census , who assert that 
Brooklyn’s population grew by 
only 40,000 — a scant 1.6 percent 
in the previous decade.

June 24:  Theatre for a New 
Audience breaks ground on its 
new $48-million playhouse  in 
the heart of the BAM Cultural 
District.

July 24: Marty  opens Borough 

TIMELINE...
Continued from page 7 

Continued on page 10

PROJECTS: (Above) Marty’s amphi-
theater plan for Asser Levy park was 
controversial right from the start. (At 
right) Welcoming gay couples to get 
married at Borough Hall in 2011.

Thank you, Marty Markowitz, for 
your many years of dedicated service 
to the Brooklyn community.

855-iBank4U 
myinvestorsbank.com
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Hall for weddings on the day 
same-sex marriage becomes legal 
in New York .

Nov. 16:  Marty eulogizes the 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum’s 
beloved iguana, Elizabeth , who 
dies at age 19. 
 “Elizabeth lived a full life … 
Whether she was rubbing scales 
with politicians or hanging in the 
greenhouse with [fellow iguana] 
Iggy — Elizabeth did it with a 
real Brooklyn attitude.”

2012
Jan. 10:  The Borough President 
calls on the state to legalize table 
gambling and allow casinos in 
Coney Island. 

April 16:  Marty is inducted into 
the Wu-Tang Clan — as “Marty 
Wu” — by Brooklyn native GZA  
in a solemn ceremony at Borough 
Hall.

May 1: Markowitz  denounces the 
War on Brunch  — proving he’s no 
Eggs Benedict Arnold.

Sept. 28: Barclays Center hosts 
its fi rst event — concert by then-
Nets-co-owner Jay-Z.

Oct. 31:  Marty calls out the 
National Guard  in the wake of 
Superstorm Sandy. The Borough 
President doesn’t actually have 
that authority —  but they came 
anyway! 

Nov. 3:  Brooklyn Nets triumph 
in borough’s fi rst major-league-

sports home game since 1957! 

2013 
June 22: Marty throws the 
switch on the new,  $2-million 
lights for the Coney Island Para-
chute Jump .

Jan. 23:  The long-awaited resto-
ration of the Loew’s Kings The-
ater fi nally gets underway. 

June 4:  Marty unveils his plan 

to turn the landmarked Childs 
building in to an amphitheater to 
host his summer concerts. 

June 11:  Luna Park owner 
Zamperla announced plans to 
build a new Thunderbolt roller 
coaster for Coney Island. 

Aug. 25:  The MTV Video Music 
Awards come to Brooklyn. 

Sept. 16: Mr. Brooklyn says he’ll 
have a permanent resting place in 
his beloved borough, as, when the 
time comes, he’ll be  interned in 
Green-Wood Cemetery .

TIMELINE...
Continued from page 8 

MARTY’S CEREMONIES: (Above) Marty and Wu Tang Clan member GZA an-
nounced the lineup for the Northside Festival in 2012. (At right) throwing the 
switch on the new Parachute Jump lights in Coney Island this past summer.

2013

2012
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Martin D. Payson, Chair, Board of Trustees

Pamela Brier, President & CEO

Official Hospital and Team
Physicians of the Brooklyn Nets

The right care. Right here.

           888.mmc.docs (888.662.3627)
     www. maimonidesmed.org

Marty Markowitz
   
Words cannot adequately express our deep appreciation for the relationship 

we have had with Marty during his years as Brooklyn Borough President. 

He has been an ardent advocate and supporter of Maimonides     

Medical Center. His belief in our mission to provide the highest 

quality, compassionate medical care for the people of Brooklyn 

has been unwavering. It was a great compliment and a 

measure of the depth of his belief in us, when he chose 

Maimonides for his own medical care.

As everyone knows, Marty also presided over a 

renaissance in our borough, due in no small 

part to his outstanding leadership and 

irrepressible enthusiasm for all things 

Brooklyn. Our very best wishes 

Marty, with all future endeavors.
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Borough President Markowitz 

may love pastrami sandwiches 
more than bike lanes, and joked 
about his waistline before and af-
ter facing a near-tragic punch line, 
but during his tenure he did what 
he could to improve the health of 
his fellow Brooklynites.

Markowitz launched his 
signature health initiative, 
“Lighten Up Brooklyn,” in 2002 
with an exercise class led by ec-
centric fi tness guru Richard Sim-
mons. The eight-week program 
resulted in nearly 6,000 Brook-
lynites shedding a combined 41 
tons. Sheepshead Bay took off the 
most weight, and was featured on 
NBC’s Today Show.

The program may even have 
saved the life of Gerald Davis, a 
morbidly obese Bedford-Stuyve-
sant resident who at one point 

weighed 718 pounds. When he 
saw Markowitz’s “Lighten Up” 
campaign on TV in 2002, he called 
the borough president’s offi ce. 
They set him up with an in-pa-
tient weight-loss program, and he 
ended up losing 372 pounds.

“That number saved my life,” 
said a tearfully grateful Davis in 
2008.

Markowitz may have talked 
about weight-loss, but he sang his 
opposition to the Prospect Park 
West bike lane in 2010, voicing his 
disapproval in song at a Council 
hearing. He said the bike lane 
posed a safety risk for pedestri-
ans and ruined the view. The next 
year, when he rode a bicycle to 
his State of the Borough address, 
he couldn’t resist making a few 
quips. 

“As you can see, I’ve taken 
advantage of the Department of 

Transportation’s newest bike 
lane,” he said. “Of course, I can 
tell it’s still under construction, 
because the DOT hasn’t yet re-
moved all the seats in the audito-
rium to make room for it!”

The Beep often poked fun at 
his own portly stature. He once 
threatened to appear with his 
shirt off in protest of the city 
closing “Double-D” pool in Gow-
anus. And during his 2011 State of 
the Borough address, he showed 
photos of himself with Beyonce, 
Brooklyn Decker, and Christy 
Turlington before telling the 
crowd “tall women have a thing 
for short, chubby guys.” 

But Markowitz had a serious 
health scare in 2006, suffering 
a heart attack that required two 
stents to be implanted at Maimo-
nides Medical Center. 

“It was like nothing I’d ever 

felt before,” said Markowitz. “It 
was a dull pain. But once I got 
to the hospital, I knew I’d be all 
right.”

Markowitz credited his wife 
Jamie for making him go to the 
hospital after he experienced the 
chest pains.

The near-tragedy bore a strik-
ing resemblance to one of the 
Beep’s other public health initia-
tive, “Take your man to the doc-
tor,” which he started in 2003. 
The program asks women to en-
courage the men in their lives to 
have regular check ups, and of-
fers free fl u shots, HIV testing, 
exercise demonstrations, and 
health screenings around the 
borough.

Obesity remains a problem 
for Brooklynites — 27 percent 
of whom were obese in 2012, ac-
cording to the city’s Department 

of Health and Mental Hygiene. 
Markowitz acknowledged that it 
is still a serious issue. 

“There’s no question that the 
obesity epidemic is one of the 
greatest problems facing Brook-
lyn and America.”

But as the budget for the Bor-
ough President’s offi ce dwindled 
— it is now a quarter of what it 
was in 2002 — so has the scope of 
his health initiatives. This year’s 
“Lighten Up Brooklyn” kick-off 
saw just 350 participants, with no 
weigh-in and no data to track the 
results. 

Nonetheless, the Beep has 
tried to set an example for his fel-
low broad-bellied Brooklynites 
— pledging to cut down on his be-
loved pastrami sandwiches in the 
wake of his heart attack — and us-
ing his trademark wit to make his 
point.

“You know the old saying 
‘An apple a day keeps the doctor 
away?’ ” Markowitz said at his last 
“Lighten Up” rally as Borough 
President. “Well here in Brooklyn 
we’ve got a new one: ‘Exercise and 
fewer pies keeps weight off those 
thighs.’ ”

Weighing in for public health
Beep’s campaigns made sure this heart-attack survivor’s constituents stayed fi t

HEALTHY BEEP: (Left) Marty was 
joined by Richard Simmons for a 
workout session in 2002. (Above) Two 
months later, he weighed in for his 
Lighten Up Brooklyn health campaign.
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Find more about our stores, catering, recipes, gift ideas, and more at the newly redesigned FAIRWAYMARKET.COM

At Fairway Market , 
we are proud to 

be Br ooklynites! 

THANK YOU to Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz, 

and to our neighbors, for working to make Brooklyn a better 

place to live now, and for future generations.

RED HOOK STORE 480-500 Van Brunt Street, Brooklyn, NY 11231, (718) 254-0923



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

NO
VE

M
BE

R 1
5–

21
, 2

01
3

A14 FA R E W E L L  T O  B O R O U G H  P R E S I D E N T  M A R KO W I T Z

MR. PHOTO OP
Where there is a camera  — and a funny hat — Marty was there

COLD FEET: When Markowitz took offi ce in 2002, he fi rst joined the Coney Island Polar Bears for a New Year’s Day swim. 

TRY CYCLING: Borough President Markowitz didn’t pass up an op-
portunity to promote his anti-bike lane stance when he rode into 
his own State of the Borough address in 2011.

LOVE IS IN THE AIR: (Above) Borough President Markowitz showed his support for “Brooklyn Pride” 
weekend festivities by hosting Appolonia Cruz, left, and Ron B. as Tina Turner at Borough Hall in 
2008. (At left) Jamie Markowitz feeds her husband some cake moments after Brooklyn’s fi rst couple 
renewed their wedding vows at the Beep’s annual Brooklyn Sweethearts celebration the day before 
Valentine’s Day in 2012.Ph
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LOOKING BACK: (1) Borough 
President Markowitz celebrates 
Disney on Ice coming to Brook-
lyn in 2013. (2) Dressed in 
Revolutionary War gear for the 
grand opening of J.J. Byrne 
Playground in 2012. (3) At the 
Ebbets Field Houses to mark 
the 50th anniversary of the 
last game at Ebbets Field in 
2007. (4) In a tai chi session in 
Prospect Park in 2008 to mark 
“World Tai Chi Day.”(5) At open-
ing day for the Cyclone in 2009. 
(6) With an earlier version of 
the Nets dancers in 2011. (7) 
Teeing off to celebrate the new 
driving range at Marine Park 
Golf Course in 2012. (8) At Dia-
mond on Eight’s Chinese New 
Year celebration in 2006. (9) 
At the 2011 St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade in Park Slope.
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Borough President Markow-

itz’s most enduing legacy may well 
be the Barclays Center arena, the 
basketball team it hosts — and his 
nine-year fi ght to make it happen.  

Luring a pro-basketball team 
to Kings County was at the top of 
Marty’s agenda from the start, as 
he made clear in his fi rst State of 
the Borough address in Feb. 2003 
— arguing it would be the only 
way to fi ll the Dodger-shaped hole 
in Brooklyn’s heart.

“Major league sports owes 
Brooklyn for the great theft of 
1957 when the devil — his name is 
O’Malley — stole the Dodgers out 
of Brooklyn in the middle of the 
night,” Markowitz said. “That’s 
why, until the door is fi nally 
slammed in my face, I will con-
tinue to fi ght for an NBA team for 
Brooklyn.”

A few months later, rumors 
swirled that developer Bruce Rat-
ner was looking to buy the New 
Jersey Nets and build a home for 
the team on a Prospect Heights 
property owned by the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority — 
near the spot where the Dodgers 
hoped to build a new stadium in 
the 1950s — as part of his much-
larger Atlantic Yards project. 

Markowitz was emotional in 
his response, noting Brooklyn’s 
love of the game.

“I have no doubt that an NBA 
team in Brooklyn would be the 
league’s most successful fran-
chise, because basketball is the 
sport of choice throughout Brook-
lyn,” the Beep said. “I can’t wait to 
cry tears of joy.”

By December 2003, Markowitz 
stood alongside Ratner, Mayor 
Bloomberg, and rapper-cum-
Nets-co-owner Jay-Z to unveil 
of the arena project’s original 
designs — a glassy, modernistic 
concept with a park on the roof, 
and surrounded by four offi ce 
towers and 4,500 apartments — 
courtesy of renowned architect 
Frank Gehry. 

Even then, however, there were 
rumblings of discontent over the 
68 buildings to be razed to make 
way for the new skyscrapers, and 
the tax abatements subsidizing 
the $2.5-billion price tag. By May 
2004, then-Governor George Pa-
taki and the MTA had backed the 
plan, but a growing number of 

Brooklynites began to oppose it. 
Despite the controversy, 

Markowitz remained a stead-
fast supporter of the plan — or 

at least its centerpiece arena — 
which he knew was the key to 
righting the wrong of 1957 and 
delivering a professional sports 

team back to Brooklyn.
Marty set out to make the case 

for the project personally, even 
facing the slings and arrows of 
the famously populist Park Slope 
Food Co-op, which blasted him 
as a “cheerleader” for Ratner. 
Markowitz shrugged off the at-
tacks, maintaining that he had 
the best interests of the borough 
at heart. 

“I’m a big boy, I understand,” 
the Beep told the foodies. “When-
ever I do anything I really believe 
in, it’s for the good of Brooklyn.”

Still, the opposition was as 
persistent as the project’s big-
gest booster. Nay-sayers booed at 
the mention of the project during 
Markowitz’s 2005 State of the Bor-
ough address. And by fall of that 

year, residents facing eviction 
sued to block the plan. Even prom-
ises that the residential towers 
would be 50 percent below-mar-
ket-rate housing failed to quell 
growing criticism. 

In the face of such opposition to 
the 22-acre offi ce-and-condo com-
plex, Markowitz said he would fa-
vor downsizing the Atlantic Yards 
development somewhat, if that’s 
what it would take to broaden sup-
port for the arena project.

“There is no question, in 
terms of the project, in terms of 
the housing, and in terms of the 
buildings, it is time for all of us 
to join together to work coopera-
tively and downscale the project 
and to make it more refl ective of 
the needs and aspirations of those 

Markowitz’s hoop dream
Marty vowed to bring an NBA team to Brooklyn, then snared the Nets from New Jersey

SLAM DUNK: (Above) Markowitz joined NBA-great Connie Hawkins and developer 
Bruce Ratner at Juniors in 2003 for a press conference to promote Ratner’s bid 
for the Nets. (Left) In 2010, he joined then-Governor David Patterson and Jay-Z 
for the groundbreaking on the Barclays Center.
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of the environment it’s in,” 
Markowitz said in Septem-
ber 2005, to overwhelming 
applause. 

But by 2008, the Nets 
seemed as likely to come 
to Brooklyn as to win the 
playoffs. The project was 
contending with multiple 
lawsuits, spiraling costs, 
and the fallout from the fi -
nancial crisis.

Even longtime sup-
porters such as Mayor 
Bloomberg and Bill De-
Blasio criticized the ever-
growing public subsidies 
to the development. But the 
Borough President’s sup-
port remained steadfast — 
in fact, he argued that the 
economic downturn only 
strengthened the case for 
the project.

“Atlantic Yards can be 
the kind of economic en-
gine that will power our borough 
through lean times,” Markowitz 
said that September.

 The darkest hour for Marty’s 
hoop dreams seemed to come 
when even his own staff seemed 
to have lost their faith.

“I don’t know if we’re going to 
get the Nets,” Jon Benguiat, his 

Director of Planning and Develop-
ment, said a month later.

In January 2009, the Beep de-
clared Gehry’s grandiose designs 
unfeasible and, in a bid to save his 
sought-after stadium, demanded 
that Ratner go back to the draw-
ing board.

“Effi ciencies and cost savings 

need to be found,” he declared.
Ratner duly sacked Gehry and 

his pricey designs, and rolled out 
a stripped-down vision — cut-
ting out the ambitious architect’s 
“Miss Brooklyn” tower and the 
rooftop park on the stadium, and 
substituting the industrial-chic 
design now familiar to fans of the 

Barclays Center.  
The project got a much-needed 

infusion of new money in Sept. 
2009, when Russian billionaire 
Mikhail Prokhorov bought Rat-
ner’s share of the Nets and agreed 
to sink more than $200 million 
into the Atlantic Yards project.  

When the project fi nally broke 

ground in March 2010 — almost 
seven years after its announce-
ment — Markowitz was there 
with a shovel. The Beep wryly 
dismissed the 100 protestors who 
showed up as “disgruntled Knicks 
fans.”

Markowitz was on hand once 
again in Sept. 2012 for the ribbon-
cutting on the completed arena, 
declaring that it marked a new 
era for Brooklyn’s brand — and 
an opportunity for performers the 
world over.

“For every entertainer who 
comes, it will be a crowning 
achievement — because they get 
to say they made it to Brooklyn, 
USA,” Marty said.

Jay-Z played the stadium’s 
fi rst show, and the Nets beat the 
Washington Wizards on the court 
in October. The arena quickly at-
tracted numerous big-name acts, 
including Barbra Streisand and 
Bob Dylan. 

Markowitz celebrated the re-
alization of his dream in his 2012 
Christmas card.

“Barclays here, Streisand’s 
belting, Fans will cheer, Hearts 
are melting, The Nets and Jay-Z, 
what a team they will be, Brook-
lyn is a Winter Wonderland,” read 
a carol inscribed inside.

STAR POWER: In the Nets’ fi rst season, 
Brook Lopez energized fans at the Bar-
clays Center, while Jay-Z and Beyonce 
provided some court-side glamour.
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Dear Marty,

  Thank you for
 bringing

twelve years of
 sunshine

to Brooklyn. You will be

greatly missed!

   - Gene Brody and sta
ff

MAIN OFFICE
1750 86th Street • Brooklyn, NY 11214

(718) 680–2121 • www.brfcu.org
BRANCH

1609 Avenue Z • Brooklyn, NY 11235 • (718) 934–6809

Our sincere thanks to Marty Markowitz for his years of caring 
and giving to our great Borough of Brooklyn. — Bill Jordan

Brooklyn Borough President

MARTY MARKOWITZ 
being thanked by Bill Jordan, Alex Spivak, and 
John Manzola of Jordan's Lobster Dock for his 

invaluable help during Hurricane Sandy. 
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BY JAIME LUTZ
The Beep kept the music 

alive in Coney Island, some-
times whether neighbors 
liked it or not.

The 35-year-old Seaside 
Summer Concert series has 
entertaind tens of thousands 
of Brooklynites despite law-
suits, complaints from neigh-
bors, and several sudden 
changes of location to fulfi ll 
Borough President Markow-
itz’s dream of bringing rock 
and roll to the People’s Play-
ground. And many residents 
are happy to have it.

“It’s just great to have this 
kind of music, this entertain-
ment in our backyard,” said 
Pat Singer, the founder of the 
Brighton Beach Neighbor-
hood Association and a fan 
of the shows, which have at-
tracted big names such as 
 Joan Jett , Debbie Harry, and 
 Hall & Oates . 

The musical legacy, 
which Markowitz fi rst be-
gan pursuing when he was 
still a state senator, could 
be cemented if plans for 
a new $50 million, city-
funded amphitheater pass a 
few remaining hurdles and 
give the series a permanent 
home. Currently, the plans 

call for tearing down a wall 
of the land-marked former 
Childs Building restaurant 
on W. 21st Street and Surf 
Avenue and placing a stage 
inside and 5,100-capacity 
seating under a tent in-
stalled in an adjoining lot. 

But the venue is not a cer-
tainty, yet. Coney’s Commu-
nity Board 13 voted against 

the plan in September after 
loud objections from com-
munity members over con-
cerns that it would bring 
noise, traffi c congestion, 
and low-paying jobs to the 
area. The city’s planning 
commission can ignore the 
no-vote when they decide on 
the theater’s fate in Decem-
ber, but activists are vow-
ing to fi ght the project until 
the last note is played.

Previously, Markowitz 
hoped to build the amphi-
theater in Asser Levy Park, 
where the Seaside Summer 
Concert series was held for 
20 years, but that proposal 
fl oundered when the Beep 
ended the festivities to settle 

 a lawsuit by res-
idents who said 
the productions 
violated city 
noise codes  and 
caused a crowd 
crunch in an 
otherwise calm 
part of town.

“On concert 
nights and the 
day before and after the con-
cert, the neighborhood was 
bedlam because there were 
all these vehicles around,” 
said Linda Sanoff, a long-
time concert opponent who 
lives near Asser Levy Park. 
“There was just no way for 
this neighborhood to handle 
that sort of a venue and still 

remain a viable residential 
neighborhood.”

But Markowitz says that 
revenue from the venue 
could  help Coney Island’s 
public housing recover 
from Hurricane Sandy  by 
making the seaside section 
even more of a summertime 
attraction and supporters 

say those opposed are miss-
ing the point.

“I think that people are 
not looking at the big pic-
ture,” Singer argued. “It’s 
not going to take away from 
the community, it’s going to 
give to the community.” 

Current plans call for 
the amphitheater’s tent to 
be open for part of the year 
only and to be removed 
when summer’s over, re-
storing the parkland for 
eight months of the year, 
Singer points out.

And whatever becomes 
of the amphitheater, the con-
cert series may still continue. 
A spokesman for incoming 
Borough President Adams 
said that the wants to keep 
the concert series running.

But that is not enough 
to console some area resi-
dents grieving the loss of a 
12-year fi xture.

“We’re going to miss 
Marty,” Singer said. “He was 
Mr. Brooklyn.”

FA R E W E L L  T O  B O R O U G H  P R E S I D E N T  M A R KO W I T Z

Nobody does better than you… 
You will be missed.

718-451-3344
718-622-3344
718-848-3344

Rockin’ by the sea
Marty’s Seaside Concerts make waves in Coney

ROCK AND RIDE: (Above) Marty in his state senator days gets a lift to one of his famous 
concerts in Coney Island.  (Right) Joan Jett rocks for the crowd in 2011. 
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BRAVO TO THE MAN WHO
PUT BROOKLYN ON THE MAP!

THANK YOU, MARTY

888.412.7753
6338 Avenue N, Brooklyn, NY 11234
www.millbergenpools.com
mlmsales@millbergenpools.com

SERVICING 
ALL YOUR 
POOL AND 
SPA NEEDS!
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Thank you Marty 
for all you have done for our city.

You are Brooklyn’s Leading Man.

golfmarinepark.com

Brooklyn’s golfers wish you all the best.

718-252-4625
info@golfmarinepark.com
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Oh, what could have been…
Imagine an alternate reality 

where term limits were never ex-
tended — a world where Marty 
Markowitz was mayor, and Bill 
DeBlasio took over at Borough 
Hall.

Strange as this bizarro vision 
might seem now, it looked likely 
enough in 2007, two years before 
the Council passed its one-off ex-
tension of the two-term rule. 

It should be noted that Markow-
itz was adamantly opposed to term 
limits of any sort, and had the vot-
ers not demanded them, he would 
be happy to remain borough pres-
ident indefi nitely. But faced in 
2007 with the then-two-term limit 
on his tenure, Mr. Brooklyn was 
forced to contemplate life beyond 
the role of his lifetime.

Marty planted the idea in his 

usual idiosyncratic fashion dur-
ing his  State of the Borough ad-
dress on Feb. 1 of that year, asking 
a specially-made fortune cookie to 
predict his political destiny .

“I don’t need a fortune cookie 
to tell me Brooklyn’s future looks 
good,” Markowitz said, holding 
up the sugary augury. “But with 
term limits looming — what about 
my future?”

The fateful paper read: “If it’s 
good for Brooklyn, it’s good for 
New York City!”

Marty had more than $1 mil-
lion in the bank for a campaign, 
and term limits prevented him 
from seeking another four years 
as our beep. By the next month, 
 Markowitz had dropped $200,000 
on national polling fi rms, cam-
paign consultants, and on an un-
disclosed Brooklyn offi ce space . 

In June 2007,  Mayor Bloomberg 

even threw a fund-raiser for 
Markowitz at his Upper East Side 
townhouse . 

Five months later,  a certain 
tall, bearded Park Slope council-
man announced he would seek to 
pick up Marty’s pom-poms and fol-
low him into the role of borough 
cheerleader .

“Brooklyn is obviously the 
center of the most important stuff 
going on in the city right now — 
culturally, politically with our 
progressive values and progres-
sive ideas, and development-wise. 
The next borough president will 
get to shape a lot of that,” said 
now-Mayor-elect Bill DeBlasio at 
the time.

In March 2008,  polls showed 
Markowitz beating out an array 
of other hizzoner hopefuls , includ-
ing then-Congressman Anthony 
Weiner, Council Speaker Chris-

tine Quinn, and then-Comptroller 
Bill Thompson — even though 
Marty had yet to declare his can-
didacy.

But that October,  the Council 
backed Bloomberg’s proposal to 
extend term limits  — allowing 
the mayor, and Marty, to seek a 
third go-round in offi ce. And seek 
a third term as our borough presi-
dent is exactly what Marty did.

 DeBlasio — one of the 22 dis-

senters in the term-limits vote  
— maintained his campaign to 
replace Markowitz for a few more 
weeks. 

But when the opportunity 
arose to pursue another largely 
powerless, ceremonial position — 
after Public Advocate Betsy Got-
baum decided not to seek re-elec-
tion —  DeBlasio jumped on it. 

And the rest, as they say, is his-
tory. 

A near-run for mayor
Remembering how a term-limits vote changed 
the course of history — and our Beep’s career

TRADING PLACES: Two years before Borough President Markowitz endorsed 
Mike Bloomberg for mayor in 2009, the Beep was considering a run for the city’s 
top job — and Bloomberg threw a fund-raiser in his name. Photo by Ben Muessig

121 DeKalb Avenue • Brooklyn • 877.824.2362

Thank you, 
Marty Markowitz 

for joining our efforts to keep the people
of Brooklyn healthy and well. We will always 

remember your service to the community.

tbh.org

Find a Physician by name or specialty
CALL 877.TBHC.DOC
           (877.824.2362)

Join the conversation:
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1 New account with new money only. A new business checking account is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank business checking account(s). An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently 

has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open a business checking account. You will receive $50 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. And $50 for the 

completion of 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal. Each debit card purchase and each online bill-payment must be $25 or more and must be completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days 

after the account is opened. The offer is subject to change and early termination without prior notice at any time. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a branch representative for more information. 2 New account with new money only. For 

purposes of the promotion, a new business checking customer is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank checking account(s). You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open this account. No minimum balance is 

required to avoid a monthly maintenance fee. New Free Business Checking account customers will receive a Google Nexus 7 32GB wifi tablet for an opening balance of $15,000 or more. Valid business documentation must be provided at the time of account opening. The cost of the promotional item of $285 (including 

sales tax and delivery charge) will be reported as interest income in the form of a 1099. The new account must remain open, active and in good standing for six months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional item will be deducted from the balance. Flushing Bank reserves the right to 

make promotional item substitutions of comparable value and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to promotional items. The warranty is the sole responsibility of the manufacturer. Google, Android, and Nexus are trademarks of Google Inc. Google is not affiliated with, or 

sponsor of, this promotion. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information about minimum balance requirements and certain fees that may apply to the business checking account. The promotion and offers are subject to change and termination 

without prior notice at any time. From Forbes.com March 18, 2013. © 2013 Forbes.com LLC. All rights reserved. Used by permission and protected by the Copyright Laws of the United States. The printing, copying, redistribution, or retransmission of this Content without express written permission 

is prohibited. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Visit one of our convenient 
Brooklyn locations today.

1402 Avenue J
Brooklyn, NY 11230

718.951.6105

217 Havemeyer Street
Brooklyn, NY 11211

347.382.7740

7102 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209

718.836.8088

186 Montague Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201

718.855.3555

4616 13th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11219

347.410.8068

Open a Flushing Bank Free Business Checking account today and receive a Nexus 7 32GB tablet with an opening deposit of $15,000 or more.2  
Visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889, or go to www.FlushingBank.com for details.
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The rise of Brooklyn
BY DANIELLE FURFARO

During Borough President 
Markowitz’s 12-year tenure, 
Brooklyn has gone from being 
a homey borough of tight-knit 
neighborhoods to a playground 
for the rich populated by an 
ever-growing roster of luxury 
towers. 

At least that is what you would 
think listening to affordable hous-
ing activists, many of whom feel 
Markowitz let the borough down 
by rarely challenging a develop-
ment proposal. 

“He advocated for giant devel-
opment and he vilifi ed anyone who 
criticized it,” said Schellie Hagan, 
who was a dedicated opponent of 
the Atlantic Yards project. 

Markowitz has championed 
some of the most contentious de-
velopment plans in the borough, 
including ones still underway 
such as the Domino Sugar fac-
tory redevelopment at the foot 
of the Williamsburg Bridge, the 

10-tower waterfront Greenpoint 
Landing project, and the massive, 
publicly subsidized Atlantic Yards 
development, which includes 16 
un-built residential towers in ad-
dition to the completed Barclays 
Center.

Many Beep-backed high-rise 
projects have already been built, 
such as the four-building  Edge 
complex on the Williamsburg wa-
terfront , which tops out at 30 sto-
ries tall. A penthouse duplex there 
recently sold for $3-million. 

“North Brooklyn is a very dif-
ferent community than it was 10 
years ago,” said Neil Sheehan, 
who was on the affordable housing 
committee of a group of churches 
that banded together to oppose 
the 2005 rezoning of the North 
Brooklyn waterfront that allowed 
such developments. “Greenpoint 
and Williamsburg are fi lled with 
bikes and bars and the working 
class people have lost out.” 

Sheehan did applaud Markowitz 

for fi ghting to get more affordable 
housing into large developments 
and said he believes that many low-
income people who have been dis-
placed by rising rents will be able 
to return once more of the luxury 
buildings when below-market-rate 
apartments are completed. 

Markowitz did not support ev-
ery project that came across his 
desk. In 2010,  he voted against 
the Rose Plaza on the River in 
South Williamsburg,  demanding 
that developers promise more af-
fordable housing and more fam-
ily-sized apartments in writing. 
That East River-side complex ul-
timately fell through after years 
of designs failed to gain the fi nan-
cial and political traction needed 
to push it through. But because 
the site has already gone through 
the city’s Uniform Land Use Re-
view Procedure, a buyer could put 
the rights to build as many as 754 
apartments in fi ve buildings with 
accompanying retail space.

Nor is everyone so sour on 
Markowitz’s time in offi ce. 

“I think he has been a very ef-
fective borough president,” said 
Brooklyn Brewery owner Steve 
Hindy. “Borough presidents 
don’t have the power that they 
used to, but he has taken what he 
has been given and he has done 
a tremendous job of promoting 
Brooklyn.”

And some supporters say that 
the outgoing Beep’s cheer-leading 

of big development projects is an 
inevitable part of being a politi-
cian in Brooklyn. 

“It’s unfortunate that anyone 
would get priced out of their neigh-
borhood, but that’s been the story 
of New York City for 200 years,” 
said Jonathan Burkan, who moved 
to a condo in Williamsburg six 
years ago after rising rents drove 
him from Manhattan.  “That’s the 
way it’s always been and it’s the 
way it will always be.”

Borough’s skyline grew tall under Marty’s watch

SKY HIGH: The Williamsburgh Savings Bank tower (center) used to be the sky-
line’s most recognizable feature. But while Marty Markowitz was borough presi-
dent, other towers began sharing its air space. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Contact us for snow removal or other services call 718-788-4050 
or email Phoenixjms@gmail.com or view our web site www.phoenixmaintenancenyc.com

— Opened since 1998 —

Brooklyn’s One Source
For Leaf and Snow Removal

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE: WHY CHOOSE PHOENIX JMS?

Testimonial Statement
“The staff arrived at the exact time scheduled and handled the job quickly and promptly, 

completing their task on time and leaving our home in the finest condition. The Phoenix JMS 
staff is friendly and very courteous, treating the customer with great respect. We are very satis-
fied with their work, and we really enjoyed having them in our home.” – W.S.
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Marty Markowitz
Gone and forgotten?

FUHGEDDABOUDIT!
You will always be our Borough President.

Ernest Logan, PRESIDENT

Mark Cannizzaro, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

Randi Herman, FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

Council of School Supervisors 
and Administrators
40 Rector Street, NY, NY 10006 | 212 823-2020
www.csa-nyc.org

CSA pays 
tribute to

Marty
Markowitz 
for his 30 

plus years of 
outstanding

public 
service.
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Apply today, call 1-888-4MCU-AUTO or visit nymcu.org 

*   These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers when payroll deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Some applicants will qualify 
at higher rates as determined by creditworthiness. For model years 2014–2012, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.29 on each $1,000 
borrowed at 1.45% APR. For model year 2011, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.38 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.65% APR.  
APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after closing if you stop paying your loan by automatic payroll deduction or direct 
deposit. Rates subject to change without notice. Competitive rates available for older models and refinances. Membership required. Special low rate promotion  
ends November 17th, 2013.

  Federally insured by NCUA

...because it’s time to dump this clunker.

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…

Checking

Money Market 

CDs 

IRAs

Online Banking

▲
▲

▲
▲

▲

▲
▲

▲
▲

▲

Auto Loans
Credit Cards

Mortgages

Personal Loans

Convenient ATMs

97

  FIXED RATES 
  AS LOW AS

1.45%
APR*

Special Low Rate!
Limited time offer
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BY BILL EGBERT
The holidays are al-

ways a joyous time of 
year, but since 2002 yule-
tide has brought an added 
treat — Borough President 
Markowitz’s annual greet-
ing cards summing up the 
past year in Brooklyn.

The busily illustrated 
cards always included the 
old standards — snow, 
reindeer, Santa with a sack 
of toys, rabbis holding me-
norahs, and always Mr. 
Brooklyn himself, often 
buried “Where’s Waldo” 
style in a detailed scene de-
picting one or more issues 
or events that defi ned the 
year for him.

The themes of the cards 
changed as Markowitz’s 
tenure unfolded. His fi rst 
as borough president, in 
2002, was a simple affair, 
showing a portly, shirtless 
Beep at a weigh-in with 
a couple of Santas and a 
rabbi, commemorating the 
launch of his “Lighten up 
Brooklyn” antiobesity ini-
tiative. The card from 2006 
shows Mr. Brooklyn spike 
the ball in a wintertime 
beach volleyball game, re-
calling his great success of 
that year — bringing a pro-
fessional volleyball tour-
nament to Coney Island.

In 2007, events over-
took the policy — in the 
form of an unprecedented 
tornado that struck the 

borough that year. The 
twister did little dam-
age, but it definitely 
marked the public’s con-

sciousness, so Marty’s 
card showed the fun-
nel cloud looming in the 
background as the wind 

tossed around the Beep, 
his wife Jamie, Santa 
and his reindeer — not 
to mention Dorothy, the 

Scarecrow and the rest of 
pals for good measure.

His 2009 card featured 
Santa tossing presents 
from the crows nest of an 
old sailing ship. 

The card commemorated 
explorer Henry Hudson’s ar-
rival in Gravesend Bay 400 
years earlier, and gave an 
Old Country nod to Markow-
itz’s trip that year to our 
borough’s namesake — the 
Dutch city of Breukelen. 

The nautical theme con-
tinued in the background 
with a cruise ship arriv-
ing at Brooklyn’s new ter-
minal, marking another of 
Marty’s successes.

Markowitz’s clash with 
the city over the prolifera-
tion of bike lanes across the 
borough provided fodder for 
his 2010 holiday card, which 
showed a road chopped into 
a car lane, bike lane, walk-
ing lane, sitting lane and a 
holiday-only lane.

He 2011 card featured 
gay marriages and Hurri-
cane Irene, but Markow-
itz didn’t mention the 
weather in his post-Sandy 
2012 card. 

That greeting was a cele-
bration of the Brooklyn Nets.

We can’t wait for the 
holidays, to see what his 
farewell card will hold.

Martys cards fi lled with cheer
FA R E W E L L  T O  B O R O U G H  P R E S I D E N T  M A R KO W I T Z

BY COLIN MIXSON
Oh, what Marty could 

have done with another year.
During his tenure, Bor-

ough President Markowitz 
has achieved many of his 
visions for the Borough of 
Kings — not least bringing 
the Nets, Ikea, and a suc-
cession of cruise ships to 
Brooklyn. But the Beep’s 
ambitions for the borough 
were as big as his person-
ality, so inevitably some 
dreams must be deferred.

Many of the projects he 
championed have been com-
pleted during his term, but 
others — such as the Loews 
Kings Theater renovation 
that got under way this year 

— will not be fi nished until 
Markowitz’s successor has 
taken the throne.

“While I am proud of 
what I have accomplished 
as Borough President, there 
are several projects that I 
will not get to see completed 
under my tenure,” said 
Markowitz. “I will be the 
Borough President Emeritus 
when this ‘wonder theater’ 
reopens its doors for the fi rst 
time in this millennia.”

Other developments that 
Markowitz endorsed re-
main on the drawing board, 
such as his vision for a Co-
ney Island amphitheater 
in the Childs building, but 
Markowitz remains optimis-

tic that he will one day see 
their completion.

However, or all his tire-
less cheerleading, Markow-
itz will admit that even his 
best efforts could not always 
yield the desired results. 

“There are several proj-
ects that were simply be-
yond my control,” he said.

Markowitz has long 
dreamed of returning 
Brooklyn to its industrial 
roots, and hoped to lure 
high-tech electronic manu-
facturers to the working-
class neighborhoods of 
Brownsville and East New 
York. But alas, that task will 
be left to his successors.

“We cannot give up on 

bringing manufacturing 
back,” said Markowitz. “Our 
communities want to work, 
and we must provide them 
with good-paying jobs. I am 
disappointed that I was un-
able to accomplish this, but 
I have high hopes that the 
next administration will.”

Markowitz’s other pie-
in-the-sky dreams include a 
casino in Coney Island and 
bringing the world’s sport 
for the world’s borough — 
professional soccer.

 “What better place than 
Brooklyn for a soccer sta-
dium and a team to call it 
home?” Markowitz said.

Ultimately, Markowitz 
knows that no matter what 

he has achieved, Brook-
lyn is the greatest city in 
the world, and if its citi-
zens were smart enough to 
elect him borough presi-
dent three times in a row, 
they’re smart enough to 

achieve anything.
“The future of Brooklyn 

is boundless potential. We 
have the greatest dream-
ers anywhere, and I’m sure 
there is plenty of excitement 
to come,” he said. 

BOARDWALK DRAW: The Beep has been working to restore the 
Childs Building as his new amphitheater and restaurant space. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

HAPPY HOLIDAYS: (Clockwise from top left) Same-sex nuptials were front and center the year they were legalized. Marty’s fi rst card 
highlighted his weight-loss initiatives. In 2006 he celebrated pro volleyball coming to Coney Island, but 2012 was all about the Nets.
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He’s got so much left to do!
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Marty Markowitz

Brooklyn’s Heart

Berkeley College would like to congratulate 
Marty Markowitz on his achievements 
as Brooklyn Borough President. 

In his 11 years as Borough President, Marty has been at the helm of Brooklyn’s 
Renaissance, making big things happen and looking out for the 2.6 million 
residents who call Brooklyn home.

Throughout his more than 40 years of public service, Marty has been 
steadfast in his commitment to Brooklyn, its people, and its neighborhoods, 
advocating for jobs, education, affordable housing, healthcare, economic 
development, entrepreneurship, and business growth. 

Marty’s legacy is synonymous with Brooklyn’s past, present, and future: he is 
Brooklyn-born, Brooklyn-bred, Brooklyn-educated, and simply put, Brooklyn’s 
heart. At Berkeley College, we are proud to call Brooklyn home!

Thank you, Marty, for your boundless enthusiasm and tireless efforts on behalf 
of Brooklyn. Your passion is unsurpassed and will surely be missed. 

We wish you the very best. 

BerkeleyCollege.edu
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