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BY COLIN MIXSON
Before launching his 

fourth attempt to cross the 
Atlantic in a rowboat, a 
quixotic Queens man chose 
a Brooklyn port to bless his 
very small boat for the very 
long journey.

At Marine Park’s Gate-
way Marina on Sunday, Vic-
tor Mooney bid bon voyage 

to the Spirit of Malabo — a 
24-foot, ocean-ready row-
boat which he hopes to row 
across the Atlantic Ocean. 

After the boat was 
blessed, it was shipped 
off to the Canary Islands, 
where Mooney will join it 
in three weeks to set off on 
a 5,000-mile journey home, 
taking advantage of the 

east-to-west currents of the 
Mid-Atlantic.

If he succeeds, he would 
be the fi rst African Ameri-
can to row solo from Africa 
to the Americas, but he’s not 
doing it for his own glory.

Mooney, who lost one 
brother to AIDS and has an-
other living with HIV, has 

BY MEGAN RIESZ
The city snubbed Park Slope’s 

request for traffi c-slowing mea-
sures in 2011, but it might recon-
sider now that pressure is mount-
ing  from neighbors, an offi cial 
said after a meeting to brain-
storm ways to make streets safer 
on Tuesday night.

Hundreds of Slopers gathered 
at the Park Slope United Meth-
odist Church to pool road safety 
ideas a week and a half after ac-
tivists  symbolically lowered the 
speed limit along Prospect Park 
West to 20-miles-per-hour with 
un-sanctioned signs  and two 
months after a 12-year-old was 
killed on that street by a van. A 
Department of Transportation 
offi cial in attendance did not re-
spond to attendees’ demands to 
lower speed limits, but he did ad-
mit to a reporter that the neigh-
borhood might be a good fi t for the 
so-called “Slow Zone” designation 
the department denied two years 
ago.

“It’s something done in other 
neighborhoods that we’re plan-
ning to do — it’s something that 
would be a potential in Park Slope 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The Beep’s seaside am-

phitheater plan has taken 
its fi rst big step forward.

A major public oversight 
board voted unanimously 
on Dec. 4 in favor of out-
going Borough President 
Markowitz’s controversial 
dream of turning the for-
mer Childs Restaurant in 

Coney Island into a venue to 
host his summer concerts 
series.

The City Planning Com-
mission, a 13-member panel 
charged with approving ma-
jor real estate projects, en-
dorsed Borough President 
Markowitz’s pet  project of 
converting the landmarked 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 14Continued on page 10

Civic president steps down, 
invites rival group to step up

BY COLIN MIXSON
The president of one of Man-

hattan Beach’s two battling civic 
groups is about to step down, but 
not before one last attempt 
to end the civil war that 
has torn the neighbor-
hood apart for the past 
fi ve years.

Manhattan Beach 
Community Group 
president Ira Zalcman 
says the last move he 
wants to make as chief ex-
ecutive is to bring the break-
away Manhattan Beach Neigh-
borhood Association back into 
the fold.

He’d do so by amending the 
Manhattan Beach Community 

Group’s bylaws, allowing four 
of the splinter group’s leaders to 
join the original civic’s board of 
directors immediately upon re-

joining the group — bypass-
ing the normally required 

two-year waiting period, 
which was the main fac-
tor preventing the rival 
faction from returning. 

“It’s like playing 
chess, and it’s gonna 

be checkmate soon,” 
Zalcman told this paper. 

“They’ve got no moves left, 
but it’s been fun playing with 
them.”

Zalcman took his current 
leadership role in what was once 

Continued on page 11
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ADVENTURE: Victor Mooney 
will try to row from Africa to 
Brooklyn.

Ariel Dufont, 4, of Bedford-Stuyvesant, visits Kris Kringle at the Atlantic 
Avenue tree lighting party on Dec. 3 in Boerum Hill.  
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Panel OKs Beep’s hall Rower’s 4th trans-Atlantic try

Slopers 
demand 

slow cars
END OF 
AN IRA 

Jolly good fun
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cheers. 
It’s time to decorate 
your windows for 
the holidays.

SEPTEMBER 14 – DECEMBER 17, 2013

Vignette® Modern Roman Shades

4 Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades

(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

2 Pirouette® Window Shadings 

or 2 Silhouette® Window Shadings 

or 2 Vignette® Modern Roman Shades

(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

1 Luminette® Privacy Sheer or Modern Drapery 

or 1 Skyline® Gliding Window Panels

or 1 Vignette® Traversed™ with Vertiglide™ Shade

(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

$100 rebate* 
with any of the following purchases:

Decorative Window Shades
1956 Coney Island Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11223
718.266.4200

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/14/13 – 12/17/13 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. 
Rebate offers may not be combined; for each qualifying purchase, the higher applicable rebate amount will apply. Rebates will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, 
a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details, rebate form and information on qualifying 
purchases. © 2013 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A Coney Island synagogue lit a 

candle this Hanukkah, not only to 
celebrate the festival of lights, but 
to remember one of the darkest 
episodes of Jewish history.

The Warbasse Jewish Heri-
tage Congregation inaugurated 
its enormous new menorah and 
the beginning of the Jewish holi-
day on Nov. 27 with a special cer-
emony by a 96-year-old survivor of 
the Holocaust.

Jack Eisenstein — who endured 
the horrors of the Auschwitz and 
Bergen-Belsen concentration 
camps — kindled the fi rst festival 
lights on the 22-foot-high, 16-foot-
wide candelabrum, displayed 
for the fi rst time this year at the 
corner of Neptune Avenue and 
W. Fifth Street. Eisenstein, the 
senior-most member of the War-
basse Congregation, expressed 
awe and pride at the sight of the 
stately sconce.

“I never saw something like it 
before,” Eisenstein said.

Eisenstein was born in mod-
ern-day Belarus in 1917 and was 
26 when German troops invaded 
his village. The soldiers killed 
his father and three sisters and 
deported Eisenstein, his mother, 
and his older brother to the infa-
mous Auschwitz extermination 
facility in Poland. Eisenstein was 
separated from the two of them 
at the camp and never saw them 
again. 

The young man stayed alive 
until the Germans evacuated the 
installation in Jan. 1945, fl eeing 
from advancing Soviet troops. 
The Nazis sent Eisenstein and 
some 20,000 others to the Bergen-

Belsen camp in Germany. The 
survivor recalled having to sit in 
the cold day and night at the sec-
ond camp, and each morning dis-

covering others had succumbed to 
exposure.

“You woke up and found ev-
erywhere was a dead person, 

a dead person, a dead person, 
every single day,” said Eisen-
stein. “I saw so many other men 
die like flies, like flies. I do not 

know how I pulled through.”
Allied forces liberated Bergen-

Belsen in April of that year, and 
Eisenstein travelled to Sweden 
after the war. He lived there until 
moving to Brooklyn in 1949 at the 
urging of relatives, fi rst settling at 
68th Street and Bay Parkway, and 
then moving into the Warbasse 
Houses when they opened in 1965.

The leaders of the Warbasse 
Congregation said they wanted 
Eisenstein to lead the lighting 
ceremony out of respect for his 
age and experiences, and a desire 
to keep the memory of the Holo-
caust alive.

“It has an added weight be-
cause of what he has endured. He 
is very dear to us,” said Rabbi Da-
vid Okunov. “I want him to be a 
bridge for the next generation.”

Okunov said he commissioned 
the huge outdoor menorah as a 
symbol of the religious liberties 
allowed in the United States — lib-
erties that Jewish people have not 
always enjoyed.

The rabbi noted that Hanuk-
kah celebrates the overthrow of 
pagan tyranny in Judea in the 
second century, B.C. He hopes that 
the new memorial of the holiday 
will serve as a beacon, drawing 
people from across the borough 
and across the world.

“Hanukkah is a celebration of 
Jewish freedom, and we wanted 
something that resonates with 
the residents of Warbasse and 
the greater Coney Island commu-
nity,” said Okunov. “The White 
House has the National Menorah; 
the Brooklyn courthouse has the 
Brooklyn menorah — this will be 
the Coney Island menorah.”

SAREED: (Right) Holocaust survivor Jack Eisen-
stein, 96, lit the candles on the menorah at the 
Warbasse shopping center on Nov. 27. (Top) Meno-
rah-builder Boris Shnayderman hands out the tra-
ditional Hanukkah donuts. (Above) Shnayderman, 
Eisenstein, and friend Yakov Elperin celebrate. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

A light in the darkness! 
Holocaust survivor helps Coney Island celebrate Hanukkah

BY JAIME LUTZ
Two Brooklyn post of-

fi ces will soon need to fi ll out 
change-of-address forms.

The Clinton Hill post of-
fi ce near the Pratt Institute 
and the  notoriously dirty 
and disorganized Boerum 
Hill post offi ce  near the Bar-
clays Center will fi nish out 
their leases in the fi rst half 
of 2014. The private owners 

of both buildings are telling 
the mail houses to scram and 
make way for new tenants, 
a local community board 
leader said. Some neighbors 
who have relied on the post 
offi ces for decades are down 
in the dumps about the im-
pending closures.

“The post offi ce is a major 
part of [older people’s] lives 
and their regular routines,” 

said Robert Perris, district 
manager of Community 
Board 2. “They would really 
miss it.”

The feds plan to relocate 
the post offi ces within their 
respective neighborhoods 
and will likely look to rent 
from private landlords in-
stead of buying buildings, 
as is increasingly common 
for the mail agency, ac-

cording to Perris.
The two post offi ces have 

occupied the buildings at 
542 Atlantic Ave. and 524 
Myrtle Ave. for more than 
30 years, but the landlord 
for at least one of the build-
ings is looking to redevelop 
the space, even though the 
postal service pays market 
rate for commercial space in 

Post offi ces will be on the move

STAMPED OUT: The Atlantic Avenue post offi ce routinely has long 
lines and bad customer service, locals say — and some are glad to 
see it go. Community Newspaper Group / Jaime LutzContinued on page 12
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
It was a night of pure 

holiday bliss in Owl’s Head 
Park on Dec. 2.

The Owl’s Head Park 
Horticulture Group helped 
to make the season bright 
by lighting up the tree in 
front of the greenspace’s 
field house — with some 
help from neighbors, the 
Guild for Exceptional 
Children, the Fire Depart-
ment, and a very special 

Christmas visitor.
Leaders of the organiza-

tion — which helps maintain 
the park and its community 
garden beds — decked the 
evergreen with ornaments 
nearby residents donated, 
while the Guild’s 50-strong 
choir came out to serenade 
the gathered families. Part-
way through the festivities, 
Engine 241 dropped off Kris 
Kringle himself, who lis-
tened to the children’s wish 

lists and gave them bags of 
chips. 

The group said it found 
the 200-plus crowd — con-
siderably larger than last 
year’s — extremely encour-
aging, and refl ective of its 
own growth.

“We had a lot of new 
faces this year,” said or-
ganizer Dave Matthews. 
“We’re trying to really get 
the ball rolling and get new 
volunteers all the time.”

The club handed out 
candy to the kids, and la-
dled out hot chocolate from 
the Bay Ridge Manor cater-
ing hall on 76th Street. The 
group also presented the or-
ganizers of the Guild choir 
with Christmas wreaths 
and poinsettias as an ex-
pression of gratitude.

“They’ve been so good to 
us, we wanted to show our 
appreciation,” said Mat-
thews.

BRIGHT NIGHT: (Above) The Owl’s Head Park tree glitters in all its 
glory. (Center) Lennon Tomaselli admires the holiday display at the 
Owl’s Head Park Christmas Tree Lighting on 68th Street and Colo-
nial Road on Dec. 2. (Right) Jasmin Bracero gives Santa her wish 
list. Photos by Steve Solomonson

Tree-lighting at Owl’s Head a hoot!

mul t i p l y  t h e  good

A T T E N T I O N  R I D G E W O O D 
C H E C K I N G  C U S T O M E R S :

y o u r  p h o t o g r a p h y  s k i l l s  a r e  n o w 
m o n e y  i n  t h e  b a n k .

Highly rated mobile app.  Debit card rewards program. 

Tap. Snap. Deposit.

mul t i p l y  t h e  goodwww.ridgewoodbank.com
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-234-6206 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
brooklynspinecenter.com

718.234.6206
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT
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Korenblit & Vasserman, PLLC
TWO OFFICE 
LOCATIONS
www.kovalaw.com
info@kovalaw.com

BROOKLYN
1210 Kings Highway
2nd Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11229

STATEN ISLAND
*By Appointment Only

837 Father Capodanno Blvd.
Suite 2C 
Staten Island, NY 10305

FREE CONSULTATIONS:
Business / Corporate Law

All Commercial And Residential Landlord - Tenant Matters
Administrative Hearings - (DOB, DOH, DOS, SLA, ECB, Unemployment, Medicaid, Medicare, SSI, etc.)

Commercial & Real Estate Transactions
Divorce/Family Law

Wills & Estates  
Employment Law

Medical Malpractice / Nursing Home Neglect / Personal Injury

(718) 336-3390

EXPERIENCED 
ATTORNEYS 
WHO WILL 
PROVIDE YOU WITH 
THE DILIGENT AND 
PERSONALIZED 
REPRESENTATION 
YOU DESERVE

BY MEGAN RIESZ
Gowanus has turned 

into a real estate Bermuda 
Triangle thanks to the 
stigma put on it by a feder-
ally mandated clean-up of 
the fi lthy canal that splits 
the neighborhood, a new 
study reports.

Members of Commu-
nity Board 6 found that 
development in the area 
has been stunted by the 
so-called “Superfund,” a 
plan by the federal gov-
ernment that demands the 
fetid canal and the toxic 
land surrounding it be 
cleaned up by those that 
polluted it, leading devel-
opers and potential inves-
tors to avoid the area as if 
it has a disease (which, in 
fact,  it does ). 

The start-ups, restau-
rants, and artist studios 
that have cropped up in the 
area over the past few de-
cades have grabbed atten-
tion but not land, according 
to the report, leaving a ma-

jority of Gowanus’ acreage, 
much of it sitting fallow, in 
the hands of 20 big-name 
owners, including National 
Grid, Con Edison, and the 
Department of Sanitation. 
The slump comes despite 
programs meant to entice 
buyers to fi x up dilapidated 
buildings and build on va-
cant lots. 

The panel wants that to 
change and is trying to woo 

big spenders to 
scoop up polluted 
properties de-
spite the taint.

“There has 
been no incen-
tive for people to 
reinvest in their 
properties,” said 
the board’s Dis-
trict Manager 
Craig Hammer-
man. 

The report 
fi ndings jibe 
with Mayor 
B l o o m b e r g ’ s 
l o n g - s t a n d i n g 

argument that the federal 
Superfund designation for 
the canal would make the 
surrounding area a devel-
opment dead zone,  which he 
claimed was reason enough 
to put the kibosh on the 
clean-up . 

The board and the state 
responded to the data by 
putting together a guide to 
highlight the about-30 pro-
grams that help would-be 

buyers get a leg up for in-
vesting in polluted brown-
fi eld lots and other un-
wanted pieces of property. 

But real estate agents 
and contractors protest that 
the neighborhood is a devel-
oper’s playground despite 
the $506-million clean-up 
— it is just a hard thing to 
measure, they say.

“Nothing is sitting va-
cant other than proper-
ties already designated 
for upcoming projects,” 
said Paul Basile, a con-
tractor and president of 
the merchant group Gow-
anus Alliance, pointing 
to pre-construction work 
on the Lightstone Group’s 
700-unit high rise develop-
ment on the banks of the 
canal as evidence.

The only thing holding 
back further business in-
vestment is uncertainty 
about whether the neigh-
borhood will get rezoned 
for more residential devel-
opment, Basile said.

Neighborhood properties are fl oundering but shouldn’t be, a study says

PUTTING ON THE RITZ: The neighborhood has seen high-end 
apartment buildings rise in recent years, such as this futuristic 
one on Bond Street near Third Street. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

TROUBLED WATERS: A Gowanus panel does 
not want the neighborhood real estate mar-
ket to end up like this dolphin, which swam 
into the neighborhood’s toxic canal in Feb-
ruary and died. File photo

Report: Gowanus real estate mired

Animators show artsy side at gallery
BY MEGAN RIESZ

Even the people who 
work on “SpongeBob 
SquarePants” need a cre-
ative outlet.

The annual “Too Art 
for TV” group exhibition, 
which opened at Bunny-
cutlet Gallery in Williams-
burg on Dec. 6, featured the 
works of 30 artists with day 
jobs in television, fi lm, and 
commercial animation who 
want to fl ex their fi ne-art 
muscles off-screen.

“These artists have 
their own vision as artists 
separate from animation, 
but because their jobs are 
so demanding they don’t 
necessarily have a place to 
showcase them,” said Liz Ar-
tinian, Bunnycutlet’s owner. 
“Sometimes they leave be-
hind their personal works 
because there isn’t really a 
place to showcase them.”

Artinian held the fi rst 
“Too Art for TV” exhibition 
in 2006, when she was work-
ing on “Sesame Street” and 
having diffi culty breaking 
into fi ne art galleries in the 

city. Her focus slowly mor-
phed from becoming a fi ne 
art painter to working as a 
fi ne art curator, and with 
that, the Bunnycutlet Gal-
lery was born in 2012. Since 
then, the gallery has served 
as a haven for animation 
artists who paint, design, or 
otherwise create on the side 
of their demanding day jobs. 

Though many of the 
works on display at “Too 
Art for TV” are a long way 
from Nickelodeon or Car-
toon Network fare — pieces 
at this year’s show included 
hand-stitched embroidery 
and oil paintings  — Artin-
ian said the artists’ fellow 
animators are still big fans 
of their colleagues’ alterna-
tive work.

“The animation indus-
try is so good about sticking 
together and coming out in 
droves for any animation 
event,” she said.

For Brooklyn-based ani-
mation artist Ian Clyde, 
the exhibition offered the 
chance to showcase his col-
lection of animal portrai-
ture — a far cry from the an-
imated advertisements he 
has created for movies and 
TV shows such as “Pitch 
Perfect” and “The Voice.” 

“I do mostly commercial 
stuff, so I paint on the side to 
make up for it,” said Clyde. 
“I’m less of an animator — 
even though I do animation 
work for a job.”

ANIMAL ANIMATOR: Ian Clyde, 
a motion graphics artist who 
has worked on “The Voice,” will 
be showing his animal portrai-
ture at Bunnycutlet’s “Too Art 
for TV” group show.
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

MAIN OFFICE: 718.680.2121  

BRANCH: 718.934.6809 

*Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments.
Rates are based on credit worthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher 

loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

NEED 

PERSONAL LOANS AVAILABLE!  
Borrow $10,000 for as little as $300 per month 
APPLY ONLINE, BY PHONE, OR STOP IN

CASH?
HOLIDAY BY COLIN MIXSON

Most of Green-Wood 
Cemetery’s permanent resi-
dents do not have much to 
say — some never did.

The Greenwood Heights 
cemetery is celebrating 
the careers of once-famous 
silent fi lm actors and ac-
tresses currently buried 
on its grounds in an event 
called “Silent Night” on Dec. 
10, when Brooklyn’s biggest 
necropolis plans on reintro-
ducing Brooklynites to the 
blockbusters of yesterday, 
while their dead stars slum-
ber six-feet below.

“It’s a great event for 
learning about New York 
City’s celluloid past,” said 
Chelsea Dowell, manager of 
programs and membership 
at Green-Wood. 

There are a lot of inter-
esting people taking the 
long nap in Green-Wood, but 
only three of the cemetery’s 
permanent residents, Wil-
liam Hart, Charles Inslee, 
and Florence Labadie, ever 
achieved silent fi lm star-
dom. Of those three, one — 
the late Labadie — rests, 
mysteriously and ignomini-
ously, without headstone or 
markings.

And it is that fact that 
incited one man to action, 
in a series of unlikely 
events that led to this 
screening.

Edwin “Ned” 
Thanhouser had a grand-
father of the same name, 
who owned the  Thanhouser 
Company , one of the coun-
try’s fi rst fi lm studios. It 
was with the Thanhouser 
Company that Labadie 
made most of her 185 fi lms 

and became one of the big-
gest silent fi lm stars of her 
time.

But that all ended in Oc-
tober 1917, when Labadie, 
who was known as “Fear-
less Flo” for her daring and 
penchant for riding her mo-
torcycle to work, was killed 
driving near Ossining, New 
York, after the brakes on 
her car failed.

Labadie was thrown 
from the vehicle during 
the violent crash, and con-
tracted blood poisoning as 

a result of hip injury, from 
which she died a few weeks 
later.

“I get letters all the time 
from people who have fallen 
in love with this sensual, 
vibrant woman about how 
tragic it is that Florence, 
who would be as popular 
then as any modern day ac-
tress, has no tombstone,” 
said Thanhouser.

To right this wrong, 
Thanhouser has cam-
paigned to raise the funds 

Cemetery celebrates fi lm-star residents

Back on the big screen

FEARLESS FLO: Florence “Fearless Flo” Labadie made 185 silent 
fi lms before her untimely death at the age of 29. The Green-Wood 
Cemetery, where she is buried, will be showing her fi lms and those 
of other silent fi lm stars interred there. 
 Thanhouser Company Film Preservation Inc.

Continued on page 10
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Teachers from School 

District 22 received a les-
son of their own on Mon-
day — in Zumba!

A local health activ-
ist has danced his way 
into Mill Basin and Ma-
rine Park schools in or-
der to promote fitness 
through Zumba, but his 
new extra-curricular ac-
tivities aren’t just for the 
kids. The man known as 
the “Zumba Daddy” was 
joined by School District 
22 superintendent Rhonda 
Farkas, along with her 
staff, teachers, and mem-

bers of the Parent Teacher 
Association for an evening 
of salsa-inspired exercises 
on Dec. 2. 

“Let me tell you some-
thing,” said Gillette. “Dr. 
Farkas can Zumba. She 
did a great job.”

Bergen Beach attor-
ney Joe “Zumba Daddy” 
Gillette has been using 
Zumba for the last two 
years to promote the lo-
cal Relay For Life cancer 
fund-raising event held 
annually in Mill Basin, 
and he  even set a record 
for New York City’s larg-
est indoor Zumba class 

earlier this year . 
To reach a wider audi-

ence, however, Gillette 
worked out a deal with 
Farkas, where he and his 
volunteer Zumba instruc-
tors would teach fitness 
classes in the 35 schools of 
District 22.

The Zumba Daddy 
hopes that by offering 
healthy living and Zumba 
fun, he can get the kids to 
pay him back by getting 
their teachers and par-
ents to form Relay for Life 
teams. So far, he says that 
29 schools have expressed 
interest in joining the pro-

gram, making for tens of 
thousands of potential Re-
lay-for-Lifers.

“We’re going to try 
and bring these fitness 
programs to each of these 
schools,” he said. “In the 
last month, we’ve gone 
from this little relay, and 
we’ve exploded. If you run 
the numbers, we’ve got ac-
cess to 20,000–25,000 kids 
and their parents.”

But Monday’s event at 
the Quentin Road Casale 
Karate and Fitness Center 
wasn’t all fun and frater-
nization, with a strenuous, 

LET’S ZUMBA!: (Above) Maria Newsom-Fahey, a member of the 
parents association of PS 217, participates in a Zumba class that 
(center) Maxine Garcia-Davis led on Monday at the Casale Karate 
and Fitness Center on Quentin Road in Marine Park. (Right) Instruc-
tors and students strike a pose. Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Teachers are students in Zumba class

Continued on page 10
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needed to provide a head-
stone for the deceased 
starlet who has featured 
so prominently in his fam-
ily’s history.

Thanhouser has al-
ready raised $3,000, and 
has now made a deal 
with Green-Wood, which 
has promised to match 
his fund-raising efforts 
dollar for dollar.

It was this deal that 
led Green-Wood to ar-
range this screening 
films starring Inslee, 
Hart, and, of course, 

Fearless Flo — includ-
ing the early feminist 
film, “Petticoat Camp.”

“It’s really funny ac-
tually,” said Dowell. “It 
chronicles this group 
of people who do camp-
ing, and the women get 
fed up with the men not 
helping at all and they 
stage a little rebel-
lion.”

“Silent Night” at 
Green-Wood Cemetery 
[500 25th St. near Fifth 
Avenue in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–7300, 
 www.green-wood.com ]. 
Dec. 10 at 7:30 pm, $25 for 
Green-Wood members, 
$30 for non-members.

Cemetery
Continued from page 8

and derelict Childs build-
ing into a restaurant and 
arena complex  — to the cha-
grin of residents who fear 
the Beep’s baby is bound to 
be unruly. 

Markowitz was over-
joyed at the decision — and 
reiterated  his argument 
that the project will benefi t 
the neighborhood’s impov-
erished residential area  
by supplying jobs and nec-
essary infrastructure im-
provements. 

“I’m thrilled about it 
— thrilled,” the Beep said. 
“And I’m confi dent that 
they did not vote for it for 
any reason other than the 
good it will do to that part 
of Coney Island and its resi-
dents.”

But critics have long 
complained that sinking 
$50 million of taxpayers’ 
money into transforming 
the 90-year-old building 
into a for-profi t, upscale 
eatery and music venue is 
a severe misallocation of 
funds. They have pointed 
out that the neighborhood 
still suffers from sporadic 
heat and power outages, 
and is home to shuttered 
storefronts a year after 
Hurricane Sandy, plus the 
issue of  sewers that fl ood 
during heavy rains .

Others have raised fears 
that  the 40 planned yearly 
concerts will affl ict nearby 
residential blocks with ear-
splitting noise and night-
marish traffi c congestion . 
Some have said that they 
would accept the new venue 
only with a community ben-
efi ts agreement — a legal 
contract guaranteeing that 

the development would hire 
exclusively Coney Islanders 
at a living wage. 

“The residents of Co-
ney Island want to benefi t 
from all the monstrosities 
they’re bringing in here,” 
said Sheila Smalls, a found-
ing member of the People’s 
Coalition of Coney Island, 
a neighborhood group criti-
cal of the city’s amusement-
centric hurricane-recovery 
policies.

Smalls pointed out that 
Commissioner Angela 
Battaglia stated outright 
that she was supporting the 
project during the panel’s 
hearing in October, when 
more than a dozen from 
the coalition showed up to 
speak out against it.

“She disrespected all the 
people who came out that 
day,” Smalls said.

Both Markowitz and 
many on the City Planning 
Commission are leaving of-
fi ce next year and they are 
trying to jam the amphithe-
ater plan through before 
January, Smalls argued.

“It’s a desperate last at-
tempt to rape and rob Coney 

Island,” she said.
Markowitz said he would 

encourage iStar Financial, 
the company that will reno-
vate and operate the build-
ing, to hire residents. But 
he refused to commit to 
supporting a community 
benefi ts agreement — and 
claimed that such an agree-
ment could only come after 
the Council has voted in fa-
vor of the amphitheater.

“There’s no community 
benefi ts agreement until 
the project is approved,” 
said Markowitz, compar-
ing the project’s opponents 
to the foes of the Atlantic 
Yards development. “No 
project has ever met with 
everyone cheering. Atlantic 
Yards has benefi tted Brook-
lyn, and this will benefi t Co-
ney Island.”

The mayor appointed 
seven of the commission’s 
members, including the 
chairwoman, while the fi ve 
borough presidents and the 
public advocate each ap-
pointed one. The Council 
will vote on whether to ap-
prove the project on Dec. 
16.

Continued from page 1 

Beep

And Guests 
LIVE

HOLIDAY SHOW
Saturday, December 14th 

at 8:00 pm

All Ages Show (21 to drink)

BOARDWALK DRAW: The building’s exterior terracotta decor will 
be restored under the city plan. Photo by Steve Solomonson

one-hour workout cour-
tesy of Zumba instructor 
Maxine Garcia-Davis.

“Oh my god, it was amaz-
ing,” Said Gracia-Davis. “It 
was a really great experi-
ence. They said they loved 
the music, the exercises, 
and they all walked out 
dripping wet and sweaty, 
so, my job was done.”

So far, Gillette has only 
held one Zumba class for 
kids as a part of the School 
District 22 program, but 
it’s already started paying 
off.

Zumba
Continued from page 9
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Manhattan Beach’s only 
civic association after the 
bitter presidential election 
of 2008, when he defeated 
the incumbent Ronald 
Biondo — winning both 
the election and the sub-
sequent lawsuit alleging 
election fraud, which was 
eventually dropped.

Barely two months af-
ter Zalcman assumed the 
presidency of the commu-
nity group, Biondo, along 
with his allies Edmond 
Dweck and Alan Ditchek, 
broke off to start the rival 
Manhattan Beach Neigh-
borhood Association.

The two groups have 
been at odds ever since 
and, while elected offi cials 
and community leaders 
have asked for peace, the 
rival organizations have 
indulged in a feud to rival 
the Hatfi elds and McCoys.

The biggest problem 
with having two oppos-
ing civics, according to 
Zalcman, is in communi-
cating with city agencies 
including the Parks De-
partment or the Depart-
ment of Transportation — 

with one group saying one 
thing, the rival group say-
ing something else, and 
nothing ever getting done.

“DOT loved it,” said 
Zalcman, “because it 
meant they didn’t have to 
do anything in Manhattan 
Beach.”

In fact, the downside of 
having two feuding neigh-
borhood groups is just 
about the only thing the ri-
val civics agree on.

“I’m not going to say 
having two civics is not a 
good thing, but it’s not the 
best thing,” said Dweck, a 
member of the Manhattan 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion’s board of directors. 
“Especially with every-
thing the city has been 
through since Sandy, the 
best effort we can make is 
to bring the two groups to-
gether.”

Zalcman says he’s deter-
mined to leave the groups 
in a position where they’d 
want to merge.

To that end, he’s 
crafted an amendment to 
his group’s bylaws, allow-
ing four of the Manhat-
tan Beach Neighborhood 
Association’s leaders, 
namely Biondo, Dweck, 
Ditchek and Al Smaldone, 
to join the community 
group’s board of directors 
immediately. After a year 
as directors, the rejoin-
ing members would be 
eligible to run for offi cer 
positions within the civic 
association, according to 
Zalcman.

The proposed amend-
ments are not a sure thing, 
but Zalcman was confi dent 
that his civic association 
would follow his lead when 

they voted on Wednesday 
during the group’s fi nal 
meeting of the year — de-
spite some folks who would 
rather keep the splinter 
group at arm’s length.

“Some people aren’t 
happy about this,” said 
Zalcman. “But they’re go-
ing along with me.”

If and when the vote 
goes through, Zalcman 
feels he’ll have left the ri-
val faction with only two 
options — either merge 
with the community 
group, or appear petty and 
selfi sh.

“They don’t know how 
to deal with us, and we’ve 
got them boxed in,” said 
Zalcman. “They have no 
excuse not to come back, 
aside from ego and just not 
wanting to.”

But Dweck says that Zal-
cman’s deal, while sweet, 
isn’t quite sweet enough.

The neighborhood asso-
ciation director says that 
his group’s board of direc-
tors would be unlikely to 
accept anything less than 
instant offi cer positions 
in the reunifi ed group, lest 
they lose the high-level 
contacts they’ve cultivated 
as well as their current 
leadership posts.

Zalcman
Continued from page 1

EVERYBODY OUT: Twenty-four people were evacuated 
from this building on S. Eighth Street in Williamsburg on 
Monday afternoon. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

W’burg gas scare
BY JAIME LUTZ

A build-up of the 
deadly gas carbon monox-
ide cleared out a Williams-
burg building on Monday, 
fi re offi cials said.

Twenty-four people 
were forced to evacuate 
the two-story building 
on S. Eighth Street at 
1:08 pm, after an alarm 
alerted the fire depart-
ment that there was a 
dangerous level of the 
odorless gas present, 

said fire department 
spokesman Michael 
Parrella.

No one in the build-
ing between Roebling 
Street and Driggs Ave-
nue passed out from the 
fumes, but many were 
transported by the Hat-
zolah ambulance ser-
vice, a volunteer para-
medic group working 
in the Orthodox Jewish 
community, to nearby 
hospitals, Parrella said.

STEPPING DOWN: Ira Zalcman, 
president of the Manhattan 
Beach Community Group, plans 
to step down, but only after 
changing the group’s bylaws in 
the hope of enticing members 
of a breakaway faction to rejoin 
the group. 
 File photo by Bob Hacken
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LIGHTS AND REPTILES: Kids got a chance to meet this handsome iguana at the party, compliments of 
Partypets.com. Meanwhile, Councilman-elect Chaim Deutsch (inset) lit the fi rst Hanukkah candle on the 
Beach Haven Jewish Center’s menorah on Nov. 27.  Photos by Steve Solomonson

BY COLIN MIXSON
The Beach Haven 

Jewish Center let loose 
on Nov. 27 for a very wild 
Hanukkah party thanks 
to Partypets.com, which 
brought animals for a 
show-and-tell with the 
kids and their folks, in-
cluding an iguana and 
an adorable fennec fox.

“There was a nice 
variety of about 15 ani-
mals,” said Rabbi Silver 
of the Beach Haven Jew-
ish Center. “They really 
had the crowd going.”

This was perhaps 
Beach Haven’s biggest 
holiday party ever, with 
more than 70 kids and 50 
adults coming for food, 
the animal demonstra-

tions, and the evening’s 
menorah lighting.

“The Jewish center 
has had a Hanukkah 
party and menorah light-
ing for many years,” said 
Rabbi Silver. “But this is 
the fi rst time we’ve done 
it on this scale.”

After Partypets.com 
was fi nished dazzling its 
audience with adorable 
critters, everybody gath-
ered outside for the cer-
emonial menorah light-
ing.

This year, the honor 
of lighting the fi rst can-
dle fell to councilman-
elect Chaim Deutsch, 
who’s also a friend of the 
Jewish Center and of the 
Rabbi.

Wild time in 
Beach Haven
Party animals add fun 

to festival of lights

BY COLIN MIXSON
How did Sandy make 

you feel?
The American Red Cross 

has awarded the Children’s 
Health Fund $100,000 to help 
families and children in 
Sandy-wrecked Gerritsen 
Beach build “coping skills” to 
deal with the mental anguish 
caused by Hurricane Sandy.

“The trauma of Hurri-
cane Sandy is still palpable 
in Gerritsen Beach,” said 
Dr. Delaney Gracy, chief 
medical offi cer at the Chil-
dren’s Health Fund. “Many 
of the community’s children 
are processing the memory 

of their own frightening ex-
periences while trying to 
cope with the dislocation of 
their family and friends, the 
loss of once-valued posses-
sions, and the exhausting 
demands of rebuilding.”

The grant should allow 
some 530 families access to 
therapeutic services pro-
vided by the Children’s 
Health Fund, and allow 
people who have lost every-
thing move on with their 

lives, according to state 
Sen. Marty Golden.

“I urge all of my constit-
uents who are still trying 
to get back on their feet to 
reach out to organizations 
like these for assistance.”

To help kids in Ger-
ritsen Beach cope, psychol-
ogist Paula Madrid, who 
leads the Children’s Health 
Funds mental health re-
sponse, has built a team 
that operates out of a mobile 
mental health clinic.

The health clinic of-
fers individual, family, 
and group counseling, case 
management, mental health 
education, coping kits of 
therapeutic toys, and com-
munity outreach events.

Contact the children’s 
health fund at (212) 535–
9400, or at healthed@
chfund.org.

Red Cross chips in for Sandy-trauma therapy

TRAUMATIC DAY: The American Red Cross is helping children deal with the mental anguish caused by 
Hurricane Sandy.  Photo by Paul Martinka

the neighborhood, Perris 
said.

Some locals are dread-
ing the day the Clinton 
Hill post offi ce disap-
pears.

“Will we have to go to 
Cadman Plaza?” asked 
David Robinson, a former 
postman and a neighbor 
of the Clinton Hill par-
cel plex. “You can’t park 
around there.”

“It’s going to be a much 
longer walk for me,” said 
Fedelia Edwin, who works 
at a nearby supermarket 
and fetches its mail mul-
tiple times a week.

But some Boerum Hill 
locals are happy to see the 
Atlantic Avenue offi ce go.

“It is the postal station 
that I see the most com-
plaints about and some 
people have considered 
that a new building will 
be the solution to its ser-
vice problems,” he said. 

One Boerum Hill 
thinks that idea is wrong-
headed and says only 
more hands on deck will 
solve the post offi ce’s 
long-line woes.

“Of course there is 
bad customer service – 
it’s understaffed,” said 
Bruce Anwar. “But I’d be 
sorry to see it go.”

The leases for the 
Clinton Hill and Boerum 
Hill sites will expire in 
May and February, re-
spectively.

Post 
Continued from page 3

STAMPED OUT: The hated 
Boerum Hill post offi ce will 
move in February. 
 CNG / Jaime Lutz
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in the future,” said Chris-
topher Hrones, the depart-
ment’s Downtown Brooklyn 
transportation coordina-
tor, about the program that 
would bring 20-mile-per-
hour speed limits, speed 
humps, and other traffi c 
calming measures.

Three Park Slope civic 
groups and two commu-
nity boards submitted the 
2011 application to make 
the whole neighborhood 
a car chill-out sector, but 
street planners passed it 
over because the neighbor-
hood logged relatively few 
auto-crash deaths and inju-
ries, according to Eric Mc-
Clure, co-founder of Park 
Slope Neighbors, one of the 
groups behind the failed 
bid. The coalition did not 
reapply in 2012 because of 
a huge waiting list, he said, 
and this October the city 
announced 15 new Slow 
Zones to be set up over the 
next three years, meaning 
that the earliest Park Slope 
could be considered again 
would be 2016.

“We’re a bit disheart-
ened,” McClure said. “I’m 

not sure how the next pro-
cess will work, but we will 
work very closely with our 
elected offi cials, the Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
and other stakeholders to 
try to make that happen for 
this neighborhood.”

The Tuesday meeting 
drew impassioned testi-
mony about why the city 
cannot wait to slow down 
car traffi c, including words 
from the parents of Sammy 
Cohen Eckstein, the boy 
 killed when   he ventured 
onto Prospect Park West to 
retrieve a soccer ball  and 
tripped in front of a van, 
according to his mother.

“Clearly, more needs 
to be done now,” said Amy 
Cohen, Cohen Eckstein’s 
mother, in a tearful speech, 
calling for lower speed 
limits and citing data that 
shows reduced velocities 
save lives. 

Police do not suspect 
speeding to have been a fac-
tor in the crash that took 
Cohen-Eckstein’s life, the 
New York Post reported, 
and the investigation is 
closed and no criminal 
charges have been fi led, ac-
cording to Cohen.

Public advocate-elect 
Letitia James pledged to 
stay on Sloper and Mayor-

elect Bill DeBlasio’s case 
about the importance of 
traffi c calming in the com-
ing year.

“To Samuel’s parents 
and Sammy, may his death 
not go in vain,” James 
said.

Others called on police 
to increase the number 
of cops watching for driv-
ers speeding and failing 
to yield to pedestrians. 
Park Slope’s 78th Precinct 
 logged no speeding tickets 
in September  and just 16 in 
October, according to po-
lice statistics.

The precinct’s com-
manding offi cer, Deputy 
Inspector Michael Ameri, 
took to the podium to 
pledge to work with the 
community to make roads 
safer, but later told attend-
ees that targeting speeders 
would take more cops spe-
cifi cally dedicated to the 
task.

“The average police of-
fi cer driving around the 
neighborhood cannot just 
issue a speeding sum-
mons,” Ameri said, ex-
plaining that such a post 
would require taking the 
cop off the beat and giving 
him or her special training 
and a radar gun. 

Continued from page 1 

Slope
dedicated life to the chal-
lenge of crossing the Atlan-
tic by the strength of his own 
two arms as a way of raising 
money and awareness to 
combat the deadly illness.

“This battle is not mine,” 
Mooney told this paper  in 
2007, ahead of his second at-
tempt . “This battle is God’s.”

And what a battle it has 
been.

Mooney’s fi rst try, in 
2006, ended a mere three-
hours after it began, when 
his fi rst craft, John Paul the 
Great, sprung a leak off the 
coast of Senegal.

His next shot the follow-
ing year did not fare much 
better, despite shoving off 
in a “virtually unsink-
able” boat. Mooney became 
stranded 15 days into his 
journey after his water de-
salination system malfunc-
tioned, and he had to call 
for rescue.

By 2011, Mooney had 
been saddled with the mon-
iker “Looney Mooney” by 
bemused bloggers following 
his (lack of) progress, but 
the maligned mariner tried 
yet again — this time with 

a new desalination system, 
and a new, somewhat less 
“unsinkable” boat.

After just a day at sea on 
his third attempt, Mooney 
was forced to abandon ship 
for an infl atable raft when 
the vessel sprung a leak, 
and the resilient rower en-
dured for 14 days eating 
ginseng root powder and 
ginger candies while await-
ing rescue.

But true to the name of 
his third boat — which he 
christened the Never Give 
Up — Mooney has resolved 
to set out to seas again in 
his quest for his own per-
sonal white whale — in this 
case, the coast of Brooklyn.

Hopefully, between the 
Gateway Marina blessing 
and an inspection by the 
Brazilian Navy — which 
certifi ed the Spirit of Ma-
labo for the trans-Atlantic 
voyage — Mooney will be 
able to beat his record of 15 
days at sea and, perhaps, 
make it home under his 
own strength.

During the blessing, 
Mooney sprinkled iron ore 
on his faithful craft, and 
ended the program with a 
prayer for those suffering 
AIDS and the fi ght against 
the illness. 

Continued from page 1 

Rower

REMEMBER SAMMY: The family of Samuel Cohen-Eckstein calls 
for an immediate lowering of the speed limit on residential 
streets. From left, his sister Tamar, his mother Amy Cohen, and 
his father Gary Eckstein. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour

Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial
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