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BY MEGAN RIESZ
The long-awaited, some-

times-controversial Gow-
anus Whole Foods is fi nally 
opening on Dec. 17. 

The food retailer has 
spent the last year of con-
struction on the gourmet 
grocery store doling out 
tantalizing tidbits about 
what artisanal, organic 

treasures and whiz-bang 
features the outlet will 
hold. Here is a sampling of 
what to expect:

• A rooftop beer bar and 
restaurant  overlooking the 
fetid Gowanus Canal  that 
will serve up a variety of 
brews, including Red Hook 
favorite Sixpoint. The food 
menu is not fi nalized yet, 

but will boast burgers, ribs, 
and vegetarian dishes from 
local vendors including 
pickle company Brooklyn 
Brine.

• A massive, energy-
effi cient roof greenhouse, 
which will supply a few 
sprigs of the store’s pro-
duce.

BY MEGAN RIESZ
The city’s plan to slow down 

cars on Prospect Park West by 
replacing a lane of traffi c with 
a two-way bike lane hasn’t de-
creased the amount of accidents 
in the area, city data shows. 

The number of bicyclists in 
the area has tripled since the pro-
tected lane was installed in 2010, 
according to Department of Trans-
portation data made public as part 
of a lawsuit by a group seeking to 
rip out the pedal-pusher highway,  
but crashes actually increased 
slightly in the two years after the 
lane’s installation. 

There were 126 crashes in 
the immediate area over the two 
years after the controversial path 
was installed — up from 117 in the 
two years before — but the Depart-
ment of Transportation claimed 
the group behind the lawsuit, 
Neighbors for Better Bike Lanes, 
is looking for pot holes where none 
exist.

“The same fl awed interpreta-
tions of data are being used to 
prop up the remnants of the merit-
less lawsuit against this commu-
nity-requested and supported 

BY COLIN MIXSON
The dream of reopening 

a restaurant at Canarsie 
Pier has been bulldozed.

The National Parks Ser-
vice fi nally demolished the 
old Abbracciamento’s res-
taurant building on Canar-
sie Pier at Gateway National 
Recreation Area last month, 
and the park’s managers say 

they have no plans to build 
another food service-ready 
replacement anytime soon.

“We have plans for the 
pier, but it would be some-
thing completely different,” 
said Gateway spokeswoman 
Daphne Yun. “There 
wouldn’t be a restaurant of 
the same type.”

Continued on page 11

Continued on page 14Continued on page 12

Eight-year wait comes to end
BY WILL BREDDERMAN

They played through the pain, 
and now it’s time to feel the burn.

People’s Playground leaders 
cut the ribbon on a long-awaited 
YMCA community center and fi t-
ness facility on Dec. 6 — a build-
ing whose planned construction 
weathered disasters both natural 
and man-made.

“We survived two hurricanes 
and a recession, and we’re fi nally 
here,” said Paul Custer, senior 

vice president of government af-
fairs for the Y.

The new facility features bas-
ketball courts, weight-lifting 
equipment, cardio machines, and 
two swimming pools. The YMCA 
said it plans to host fi tness pro-
grams for Coney Islanders of all 
ages, as well as literacy classes, 
arts programming, and commu-
nity meetings.

The Coney Island Y will open 
Continued on page 14
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FINALLY WHOLE: The Gow-
anus Whole Foods opens on 
Dec. 17.

Brighton Ballet Theater’s multicultural take on “The Nutcracker” fea-
tures dances from all over the world, and ends in the “Land of Freedom” 
rather than the standard “Land of Sweets.” For a roundup of Brooklyn’s 
different takes on the holiday favorite, see page 6. Brighton Ballet Theater

Pier destruction ‘Whole’ comes this week

Crashes 
are up on 
P’Park W.

CONEY 
YMCA 
OPENS

Nuts for ballet
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Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

We call our office State-
of-the-Art Dentistry 
because we keep 

our technology and 
techniques up-to-date 
to provide you the best 
experience possible. We 
accommodate families 
of all ages with strict 

sterilization techniques.

718.339.7878

Your smile is our priority.

PROVIDING QUALITY, AFFORDABLE CARE

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection 
of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 

BY COLIN MIXSON
A reckless coward sped 

through a red light on Utica 
Avenue in Flatlands on Dec. 
6, hurtling headlong into a 
stationary minivan and 
sending six people to the 
hospital, before fl eeing on 
foot to avoid justice, cops 
said.

Police, paramedics, and 
fi refi ghters rushed to the 
scene at Avenue J at 7:45 
pm, where they found a di-

saster zone of wrecked cars 
and severely injured motor-
ists, including one man in a 
life-threatening condition.

The crash occurred when 
the driver of a blue Audi 
blew through a red light and 
collided head on with a mini-
van waiting on Utica Avenue 
for the light to change.

The minivan was 
launched into the car be-
hind it, causing a chain re-
action that damaged four 

vehicles, in addition to the 
Audi driven by the mania-
cal motorist, according to 
police.

Six people were sent to 
Kings County Hospital, in-
cluding four with severe in-
juries, and another man in 
critical condition, accord-
ing to a FDNY spokesman.

The Audi driver, mean-
while, fl ed on foot, leaving 
the busted import behind, 
cops said.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A Dyker Heights man is 

looking at a 32-year prison 
term after police linked his 
saliva to a 2007 molestation 
case.

Tommaso Dilillo was 
sentenced on Dec. 6 to 32 
years in the slammer — 
the maximum allowed by 
law — for abducting and 
molesting a 4-year-old Bor-
ough Park girl in July of 
2007.

Outgoing District Attor-
ney Charles “Joe” Hynes 
successfully charged the 
35-year-old Dilillo with 
snatching the child from 
the front steps of her home 
on 52nd Street between 
19th and 20th avenues and 

shoving her into his car 
on July 16, 2007.  Dilillo 
then drove off with the 
girl, later pulling over and 
sexually abused her. At one 
point, Dilillo stripped off 
the child’s underwear and 
threw it out his car win-
dow. He then drove several 
blocks away, and forced the 
girl out.

A volunteer with the 
Misaskim — an Orthodox 
Jewish crime-victim-sup-
port group — found the 
child’s undergarment and 
turned it over to the police. 
A forensics lab found sa-
liva on the fabric and was 
able to match it to a DNA 
sample taken from Dilillo 
following a 2011 conviction 

for sex traffi cking.  
A source in the district 

attorney’s offi ce said that 
DNA evidence also tied Dil-
illo to the Aug. 2008 kidnap-
ping of a 14-year-old girl at 
the corner of 14th Avenue 
and 51st Street, but the sec-
ond victim’s family refused 
to cooperate with authori-
ties, and the district attor-
ney had to throw out the 
charge.

Dilillo is currently serv-
ing a three-year sentence 
for the sex traffi cking con-
viction, with the latest sen-
tence now added to that. The 
judge also sentenced Dilillo 
to an additional 10 years of 
post-release supervision on 
top of his hard time. 

Reckless driver sent six to hospital, then fl ed on foot

TOTALED: This minivan was completely destroyed after a blue Audi sped through a red light on Utica 
Avenue on Dec. 6, and smashed into it head-on.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Dyker Heights man jailed for 
molestation in Borough Park

Massive crash in Flatlands
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN, 
JAIME LUTZ, COLIN 

MIXSON, AND MEGAN RIESZ

Still looking for 

a Christmas tree? 

Why not try one of 

your neighborhood 

vendors?

Park Slope
This bearded woods-

man may seem like a 
fish out of water, but he 
is more like a tree trans-
planted in the urban for-
est of Brooklyn. Adam 
Parke lives most of the 
year in tiny Barton, Vt., 
but, for the past 23 years, 
he has spent three weeks 
of every winter sitting on 
Brooklyn sidewalks, sell-
ing Christmas trees with 
natural bona fides for the 
green consumer.

The arboreal entre-
preneur grows his Fraser 
firs, balsam firs, white 
pines, and balsam-Fraser 
hybrids without pesti-
cides or chemical spray, 
cuts them in late Novem-
ber, and ships them to an 
outdoor stand at the All 
Saints Church in Park 
Slope in time for the be-
ginning of December.

He stays with a friend 
in Columbia Heights for 
selling season, which 
runs from Thanksgiv-
ing to Christmas. His two 
children are both grown 
up, so it is not as much of 
a burden to come down ev-
ery year, he says. His son 
is even helping him out 
this time around.

“It’s really a family op-
eration,” Parke said.

He got his start in 
the business in 1990 and 
started growing his own 
trees three years later. 
Twenty years on, the ever-
green business has grown 
into a small, piney em-
pire.

Parke’s Christmas tree 
stands, which also offer 
wreaths, garlands, and 
maple syrup, all from Ver-
mont, are also planted in 
Carroll Gardens, Wind-
sor Terrace, Brooklyn 

Heights, and Dumbo. He 
recommends the balsam-
Fraser hybrids for their 
soft foliage and “beautiful 
scent.”

• It’ll cost you $10 per 
foot up to seven feet.

• He offers Fraser fir, 
balsam fir, white pine, 
balsam-Fraser hybrids.

Fresh Vermont Holi-
day Trees at All Saints 
Church (286-88 Seventh 
Ave. at Seventh Street in 
Park Slope).

Bay Ridge
Not all Christmas tree 

vendors travel from dis-
tant climes. Some are sell-
ing practically in their 
own backyard — and im-
porting their decorative 
wood from afar. 

Such is the case with 
the Christmas tree stand 
at the corner of 67th Street 
and Fourth Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, where the manager 
is Carroll Gardens native 
Richard Flagg. A general 
contractor for most of the 
year, Flagg found himself 

out of work in December 
2009, and still needing to 
pay for two kids’ college 
tuition. So he approached 
the stand’s owner — whose 
conifer cartel includes six 
depots in Manhattan — 
about a job.

“I’m off work for a 
month, so I thought, why 
not make money?” Flagg 
said. “It’s a lot more relax-
ing that doing construc-
tion.”

And Flagg — a grand-
son of  Dr. Paluel Flagg, 
founder of the Catholic 
Medical Mission Board , 
an international health-
care charity — has been 
dealing in evergreens an-
nually ever since. The 
corner stand deals in two 
types of timber:

• Balsam firs, originat-
ing in Quebec, with four-
foot trees starting at $45 
and eight-footers begin-
ning at $85.

• Fraser firs, coming 
out of North Carolina, 
with two-foot trees start-
ing as low as $20, and 10-

foot trees going for $165. 
Peruse Flagg’s firs at 

his sidewalk stand (67th 
Street at Fourth Avenue 
in Bay Ridge).

Williamsburg
Dominick has been 

selling Christmas trees 
for 20 years as a part of 
the Union Trees company. 
The outfit hawks firs in 
Williamsburg’s Macri 
Triangle, a stone’s throw 
from Union Hall and the 
other rowdy bars near the 
Lorimer stop. The seller, 
who asked that his last 
name not be used, chose 
the location based on its 
proximity to the Mount 
Carmel church, which has 
a partnership with the 
operation, but Dominick 
finds the people in Wil-
liamsburg plenty amus-
ing, too.

“It’s just humorous to 
see how couples — one 
person will want one 
thing and one person will 
want another,” he said. 
“Usually the guy gives up 

fast — at least the smart 
ones.”

Work duties are split 
among Dominick’s family 
and friends, who travel to 
North Carolina and occa-
sionally Canada to check 
out trees a few times a 
year. 

Toward the begin-
ning of winter, farmers in 
those areas ship trees to 
Brooklyn, and the Macri 
Triangle business be-
gins — with the okay of 
the Parks Department in 
the form of a $926 permit. 
Dominick generally only 
sells Fraser fir trees, his 
favorite.

“It holds up well, so 
if you get it right after 
Thanksgiving or right 
before, through the New 
Year you won’t have a 
problem with it,” he said. 

• The trees are all 
Fraser firs. 

• The average tree is 
about 5 to 8 feet and costs 
about $100.

Union Trees at Macri 

Sidewalk Christmas tree sellers ply their trade across the borough
POP-UP FORESTS

PINE NUTS: (Left) Former chef Lefty Flanagan sells organic Christ-
mas trees and wreaths from Windswept Farm in Barton, Vt., outside 
All Saints Church on Seventh Avenue near Seventh Street in Park 
Slope. (Above) Ridgite Seth Poit shows off a sample tree outside 
Bay Ridge Baptist Church at the corner of 67th Street and Fourth 
Avenue.
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BAY RIDGE

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Maybe money does 

grow on trees — at 
least in Marine Park.

Christmas trees 
— along with art and 
literature — are the 
only things vendors 
can sell on public 
sidewalks without 
a permit. But if you 
want to swap cash 
for conifers in Brook-
lyn’s parks, you have 
to show the city some 
green.

The Parks Depart-
ment allows hawking 
tannenbaums in just 
three Kings County 
greenspaces — Macri 
and McCarren parks 
in Williamsburg, 
and Marine Park in 
Southern Brooklyn. 
Regulations only al-
low one dealer per 
park, and the rights 
to sell fi rs in each of 
the parks goes up for 
bid every four years. 
The highest offer 
lands the permit — 
with Marine Park be-
ing the hottest spot 
of them all. Superior 
Vending, Llc. con-
trols that location for 
a whopping $17,505 a 
year.

By comparison, 
Greg’s Holiday Cen-
ter rents McCarren 
for just $1,185, while 
Dominick Consolazio 
pays a mere $926 for 
the exclusive rights 
to sell in Macri.

But all three ev-
ergreen dealers must 
obey the same regula-
tions, with price caps 
keeping their trees 
comparable to side-
walk rates. They also 
become responsible 
for keeping their area 
of the park snow- and 
trash-free, and must 
provide their own 
electrical power.

Fir 
trade 
Tree dealers 
pay big to 

sell in parks

Continued on page 12
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MAIN OFFICE: 718.680.2121  

BRANCH: 718.934.6809 

*Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments.
Rates are based on credit worthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher 

loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

NEED 

PERSONAL LOANS AVAILABLE!  
Borrow $10,000 for as little as $300 per month 
APPLY ONLINE, BY PHONE, OR STOP IN

CASH?
HOLIDAY C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY MEGAN RIESZ
Construction on the 

about-to-open Gowanus 
Whole Foods Market 
caused a massive crack in 
the wall of a historic build-
ing that shares the lot with 
the health food giant, claim 
locals who love the building 
and say the city is not doing 
enough to protect it.

The Whole Foods agreed 
to fi x up the long-aban-
doned Coignet building 
on Third Avenue at Third 
Street as part of a deal to 
build a mega-market in the 
lot around it, but with just 
a handful of days left until 
the store’s Dec. 17 opening, 
neighbors say the pounding 
of piledrivers and sloppy 
excavation all but tore the 
place apart and the com-
pany is sidestepping the 
problem. 

“Whole Foods does not 
want to be responsible,” 
said Linda Mariano, presi-
dent of the activist group 

Friends and Residents of 
Greater Gowanus, who no-
ticed the crack last week. 

A spokesman for Whole 
Foods denied the allega-
tions, stressing that the 
food retailer will honor its 
promise to give the build-
ing’s already crack-littered 
façade a fresh face-lift.

“Nothing that occurred 
in relation to building our 
building for the store af-
fected what’s happening 
to that building,” said Mi-
chael Sinatra, spokesman 
for Whole Foods. “I don’t 
think anything caused that 
crack. The building is a bit 
weathered.”

But Mariano is not con-
vinced.

“They are liars; they 
have to be,” she said. “They 
better fess up.”

The former New York 
and Long Island Coignet 
Stone Company headquar-
ters may have been the fi rst 
concrete building in the 
city when it went up in 1873. 
Park Slope mega-builder 
Edwin Litchfi eld took the 
operation over when Coig-
net went bankrupt, but the 
two-story building has sat 
abandoned since the 1960s. 
The city designated it a 
landmark in 2006.

A documentarian who 

made the Coignet build-
ing the subject of a short 
fi lm said the crack is one of 
many and, whether or not 
the kale and kim chi vendor 
is responsible for the lat-
est fi ssure, the building is 
hanging on by a thread.

“When I was fi lming, ev-
eryone in every interview 
said they saw it shaking 
[from the work] and said, 
‘You’d better fi lm it now be-
fore it falls down,’ ” said Max 
Kutner, director of “At the 
Corner of 3rd and 3rd” and 

contributor to this paper. 
The auteur stopped 

short of pinning the blame 
on Whole Foods, but said 
city preservationists could 
defi nitely be doing more to 
hold the gourmet grocer to 
its word.

WHOLLY DISAPPOINTED: Activist Linda Mariano loves the dilapidated Coignet headquarters, but says 
work on the massive Whole Foods next door has messed it up. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

CRACK ATTACK: Gowanus 
residents say work on the new 
Whole Foods has damaged the 
historic building. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Whole Foods on building 
crack: We didn’t do it!
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour

Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional

ST PLACE 

A SERIES OF 10
Creative Stylist Blowouts
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BY MEREDITH DELISO

Here are four pro-

ductions of the 

classic ballet being 

performed around 

Brooklyn this hol-

iday season, by 

companies both 

professional and 

pint-sized.

Brighton 
Ballet Theater

Kingsborough Com-
munity College will host 
the Brighton Ballet The-
ater and School of Rus-
sian American Ballet, a 
junior company of more 
than 80 young dancers, as 
it performs an abridged, 
hour-long version of the 
holiday classic, complete 
with lavish costumes 
and scenery and a finale 
that features dances from 
around the world. Thanks 
to its abbreviated run-
time, the production is 
suitable for children ages 
4 and up.

Leon M. Goldstein 
Performing Arts Center 
at Kingsborough Com-
munity College [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Ox-

ford Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 769–9161, 
 w w w . b r i g h t o n b a l l e t .
com ], Dec. 21 at 6:30 pm. 
$20–$50.

American 
Ballet Theatre

The renowned ballet 
company comes to the 
Brooklyn Academy of 

Music for a week-long en-
gagement choreographed 
by Alexei Ratmansky and 
accompanied by a live 
orchestra. In addition to 
the top-notch dancing, 
the sets and costumes, 
designed by Tony winner 
Richard Hudson of “The 
Lion King,” are sure to 
stand out. 

Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100],  www.bam.org ]. 
Dec. 13–22 at various 
times. $15–$150.

Cobble Hill Ballet
The youngsters of the 

Cobble Hill Ballet school 
perform excerpts from 
the original ballet, in-
cluding the dances of the 
Sugar Plum Fairy, Rus-
sian Dolls, and Waltz of 
the Flowers. 

It is perfect for short 
attention spans, and what 
it may lack in polish, it 
is sure to make up for in 
cuteness.

The Kumble Theatre 
at Long Island University 
[One University Plaza 
at Dekalb and Flatbush 
avenues in Fort Greene, 
(718) 488–1624,  www.
kumbletheater.org ], Dec. 
14 and 15 at 1 pm and 4 
pm. $10–$15.

Dance Theatre in 
Westchester

“The Colonial Nut-
cracker” is an annual 
tradition at the Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts, geared specifically 
for children ages 4 to 10. 
The production takes 
some liberties with the 
original ballet, setting 
it in colonial Yorktown 
during the Revolutionary 
War, complete with a red-
coated mouse army.

Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brook-
lyn College [2900 Campus 
Rd. between Amersfort 
Place and Kenilworth 
Place in Flatbush, (718) 
951–4500,  www.brooklyn-
center.com ], Dec. 15 at 2 
pm. $10.

Mixed nuts: The many ‘Nutcrackers’ of Brooklyn

Korenblit & Vasserman, PLLC
TWO OFFICE 
LOCATIONS
www.kovalaw.com
info@kovalaw.com

BROOKLYN
1210 Kings Highway
2nd Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11229

STATEN ISLAND
*By Appointment Only

837 Father Capodanno Blvd.
Suite 2C 
Staten Island, NY 10305

FREE CONSULTATIONS:
Business / Corporate Law

All Commercial And Residential Landlord - Tenant Matters
Administrative Hearings - (DOB, DOH, DOS, SLA, ECB, Unemployment, Medicaid, Medicare, SSI, etc.)

Commercial & Real Estate Transactions
Divorce/Family Law

Wills & Estates  
Employment Law

Medical Malpractice / Nursing Home Neglect / Personal Injury

(718) 336-3390

EXPERIENCED 
ATTORNEYS 
WHO WILL 
PROVIDE YOU WITH 
THE DILIGENT AND 
PERSONALIZED 
REPRESENTATION 
YOU DESERVE

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

Jewelry EX
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

NUTS TO THIS: The Brighton Ballet Theater’s version of “The Nutcracker” features dances from 
around the world. Brighton Ballet Theater
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 
having THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

ADVERTISEMENT

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
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BY SAMANTHA LIM
You can bet dollars to 

donuts that this exhibition 
will make your stomach 
rumble.

“Keep Your Eye Upon 
the Donut,” an exhibition 
celebrating the history of 
the donut in Manhattan and 
Brooklyn, is currently on 
view at the City Reliquary 
in Williamsburg. The show 
profi les famous donut-sling-
ers of yesteryear, as well 
as many of today’s most 
popular purveyors, includ-
ing Bedford–Stuyvesant’s 
Dough, Williamsburg’s 
Dun-Well Doughnuts, Bay 
Ridge’s Mike’s Donuts and 
Coffee, Greenpoint’s Pe-
ter Pan Donut and Pastry 
Shop, and Shaikh’s Place in 
Sheepshead Bay. 

Curator Julie Thom-
son is a self-proclaimed 
“donut ambassador” who 
runs  a blog  entirely dedi-
cated to the dunkable deli-

cacy. Though the former 
Williamsburg resident 
has since moved to Dur-
ham, NC, when Thompson 
decided to put an exhibi-
tion about her favorite 
fried treat together, she 
realized a quirky mu-
seum in her old neighbor-
hood was the perfect place 
to host it.

“I’ve been doing a num-
ber of donut projects over 
the past year including 
some audio documentaries 
and blogging about donut 
shops,” said Thomson. “I 
think the City Reliquary 
itself, with its unique ap-
proach to history and the 
ephemera it collects from 
people’s daily experiences 
in the city, inspired me to 
do an exhibit.”

In addition to photos 
and artifacts from some of 
the city’s top deep-frying 
destinations, the exhibition 
features a variety of donut 

ephemera from Thomson’s 
personal collection, includ-
ing vintage postcards, ad-
vertisements, books, mugs, 
menus, and even a cup and 
plate from the fi rst May-
fl ower Doughnuts shop 
that opened in New York in 
1931.

“A number of the items 
are from the Doughnut 
Corporation of America 
and were made in the 1930s 
to 1940s,” said Thomson. 
“We also have items from 
some of the nine present-
day donut shops that we’re 
highlighting in the ex-
hibit. Those items include 
the bike that Mark Isreal, 
founder of the Doughnut 
Plant, used to deliver do-
nuts when he was fi rst 
starting his business on 
the Lower East Side.”

For Thomson, the ap-
peal of the donut is more 
than just sugar and spice — 
it is the pastry’s ability to 

bring people of all ages and 
backgrounds together.

“I think it’s a sweet that 
has a lot of resonance for 
people across multiple gen-
erations, she said. “I have 
memories of going to donut 
shops as a child. I’m fi nd-

ing that lots of other people 
have specifi c donut memo-
ries too. Donuts are deli-
cious and beautiful, and 
donut shops are a place to 
have conversations with 
people you don’t know.” 

“Keep Your Eye Upon 

the Donut” at the City 
Reliquary [370 Metropoli-
tan Ave. near Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–4842,  www.cit-
yreliquary.org ]. Through 
February 2014. Free, but 
donations accepted.

KEEPING HER EYE ON THE DONUT: “Donut ambassador” Julie Thompson has curated an entire show 
about her favorite fried snack at Williamsburg’s City Reliquary.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Hole lotta love

Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

Onofrio D. Oro

Gold, Platinum, Silver, Diamond Jewelry Collections
ESQ Movado, Offi cina Del Tempo, Nomination, Citizen Watches

Overstocked Merchandise
From The Queen Mary Cruise Line

UP TO 40% OFF 
SELECT WATCHES

USE OUR FREE LAYAWAY PLAN

We Buy Gold For Top Prices!

718.680.5723
CALL FOR HOLIDAY HOURS 

OPEN LATE
ON FIFTH

7407 5th Avenue | Brooklyn, NY
FINE JEWELRY

All original designs & custom made orders

New Selection of Engagement Rings
Free bottle of champagne with purchase!

If we’re good enough for the Queen, we’re good enough for you!

Celebrating New York’s deep-fried delicacies
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY JAIME LUTZ
One Boerum Hill school 

is teaching kids about ero-
sion  — by slimming down 
its science program.

PS 261 lost one of its two 
science teachers, over the 
summer and has not yet 
found a replacement. The 
hole leaves a bunch of kin-
dergartners, fi rst graders 
and fi fth graders without 
a special science program, 
say parents who want the 
slot fi lled as soon as pos-
sible.

“We are all disappointed 
that [the former science 
teacher] has not been re-
placed yet,” said Lucinda 
Rosenfeld, the mother of a 
kindergartner and a second 
grader at the public elemen-
tary school.

The departure of part-
timer Carmelo Piazza, 
known in class as Carmelo 
the Science Fellow, left just 
one full-time instructor, 
who is able to teach the ex-
tra class to only about half 
of the youngsters who had 
been taking it, according to 
Rachel Porter, the vice pres-
ident of the Parent Teacher 
Association. 

Homeroom teachers are 
picking up the slack, but 
only to a point, Porter said. 

“[Students] are getting 
as much science as the core 
curriculum mandates,” 
Porter said, adding that she 
does not know for sure the 
quality has gotten worse.

Porter said that a lack of 
resources are to blame.

Many parents were re-
luctant to speak on the re-
cord about the saga of the 
lost science teacher for fear 
it would hurt their school’s 
reputation. One parent, 

who asked to remain anon-
ymous, said that friends 
from other countries can-
not believe that the spot has 
remain unfi lled for so long.

“My European friends 
and Asian friends are 
laughing at us for this,” the 
parent said. “I don’t know 
how, in this economy, it’s 
hard to fi nd a part-time sci-
ence teacher in New York 
City.”

The Department of Edu-
cation and the principal of 
PS 261 did not return re-
quests for comment. 

Dean Street school loses special class

HALF-LIFE: PS 261 on Dean Street in Boerum Hill lost a science 
teacher this summer and has not replaced him. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Science silenced

BY MEGAN RIESZ
Run, little reindeers, 

run!
Hundreds of kids sport-

ing reindeer antlers and jin-
gle bells sprinted through 
Prospect Park on Dec. 7 for 
the fi rst-ever Reindeer Run, 
a kids-only addition to the 
fourth annual Jingle Bell 
Jog put on by the New York 
Road Runners. The young 
romper-stompers had a 
jingle ball on the half-mile 
course, according to orga-
nizers.

“It’s always a great fes-
tive run, and the mood was 
incredible,” said New York 
Road Runners spokeswoman 
Laura Paulus. “There’s al-
ways going to be different 
runners concerned with 
time who are not going to 

wear anything that weighs 
them down — but so many 
of the kids took this as a fun 
run.”

Some of the kids even ran 
in the four-mile Jingle Bell 

Jog, either alongside their 
parents or by themselves, 
Paulus said.

“It’s such a great experi-
ence,” said 13-year-old Han-
nah Sobel.

Run-deer! Kids prance through 
Prospect Park at ‘Reindeer Run’

AND THEY’RE OFF: The kids-only Reindeer Run gets underway on 
Wellhouse Road. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide
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project,” said Department of 
Transportation spokesman 
Nicholas Mosquera. “Yet there 
is no arguing the fact that the 
litigants have failed in all this 
time to get any court to order 
even a single modifi cation to 
the project, which the commu-
nity continues to enjoy every 
day.”

The dedicated haters may not 
have undone the lane changes, 
but the numbers depict a more 
complicated reality than the 
hunky-dory story touted by the 
city and safe streets advocates. 
In the two years before the road 
re-jiggering, the thoroughfare 
registered 117 crashes, includ-
ing 18 that caused injuries, 
according to the stats. In the 
two years after the installa-
tion, those fi gures ticked up 
slightly, to 126 crashes, also 
causing 18 injuries, the records 
show, though the Department 
of Transportation contends 
that the data say less than they 
could because the department 
does not record the severity of 
wounds.

But the crashes were 
largely car-on-car, with only 
three cyclists struck by driv-
ers in the two years after the 

installation, up one from the 
two years before despite the 
1,150 bikers plying the path 
daily nowadays, according to 
the data. Instances of drivers 
hitting pedestrians dropped to 
four in the same period, from 
six pre-bike path. And no bikes 
hit walkers in the entire four-
year period, at least not hard 
enough to merit a police re-
port, the numbers show.

The data do not record 
crashes in 2013, but in October 
of this year, a van driver killed 
a 12-year-old boy who tripped 
in the road, prompting  his par-
ents and activists  to  demand 
the speed limit be lowered to 
20 miles-per-hour  on Pros-
pect Park West and residential 
streets citywide.

Tragedy and go-slow cam-
paign aside, path proponents 
remain adamant that Prospect 
Park West is now a much less 
stressful place to pedal and 
walk along.

“We could argue about data 
until the cows come home, 
but what purpose would that 
serve?” said Craig Hammer-
man, district manager for Com-
munity Board 6. “Do people feel 
safer on Prospect Park West 
right now, as opposed to prior to 
the installation? Numbers only 
tell half the story — perception 
the other half.”

City statistics compiled in 
the six months after the instal-
lation show that the path has 
done plenty to make the park-
side stretch a haven for pedes-
trians and cyclists, if not an 
absolutely safe one. Speeding 
on the roadway is down from 
three-quarters of all cars to 
one-fi fth and, in addition to the 
tripling of bike traffi c, sidewalk 
riding has all but disappeared, 
according to city fi gures.

When asked to react to 
facts that paint the green 
route as anything other than 
a Xanadu for walkers and bik-
ers, path partisans inevitably 
redirected the conversation to 
their foes.

“The folks suing the De-
partment of Transportation 
over the bike lane have a 
very odd way of interpreting 
data,” said Eric McClure, co-
founder of Park Slope Neigh-
bors, at a town hall meeting 
on Dec. 2. 

“It’s basically that they 
exclude anything that makes 
their point of view look worse 
and only include things that 
make their point of view seem 
like it’s true.”

Two thirds of New Yorkers 
voiced their support for outgo-
ing Mayor Bloomberg’s bike 
lane blitz in an August New 
York Times poll.

Continued from page 1 

Speeding

Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE

Get Your Testosterone 
Level Checked!!!

Martin Slavin, MD
5601 Flatlands Avenue

718-444-7040

 Reduced Muscle Strength
 Anxiety
 Osteoporosis
 Increase Sleepiness

 Erectile Dysfunction
 Decreased Energy
 Increase Body Fat
 Poor Work Performance

 Lost Interest In Sex
 Lack Of Self-Esteem
 Lack Of Motivation
 Poor Self-Confi dence

 Fatigue
 Weight Gain
 Depression
 Poor Memory

  Low level of Testosterone will make you feel like this
  Testosterone replacement will eliminate or improve 

    these problems
  Testosterone has been available by prescription 

    for over fi fty years
  Testosterone replacement is safe and effective 

    in both men and women

Do you feel you are aging prematurely?

Testosterone treatment 
is covered by most insurances

IN MEMORY: Pedestrians pass a makeshift memorial for Sammy Cohen Eckstein, a 12-year-
old boy who was hit and killed by a driver on Prospect Park West (inset) on Oct. 8. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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HOLIDAY GREENS: (Above) Brady Beal shows off a tree at Union 
Trees on Macri Square in Williamsburg. (Left) Arthur Khotinskiy 
pokes his head out from behind one of the Fraser fi rs he sells out 
of the parking lot of the Coney Island Avenue Carvel in Sheepshead 
Bay.
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SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Triangle (Union Avenue 
at Metropolitan Avenue 
in Williamsburg).

Sheepshead Bay
Arthur Khotinskiy 

spends most of the year 
selling flowers out of the 
parking lot attached to 

the Coney Island Avenue 
Carvel in Sheepshead 
Bay. But during the holi-
day season, he deals in 
premium-grade Fraser 
firs. 

If you do not mind 
spending a little extra to 
get a tree that will not 
start shedding needles af-
ter a week, Khotinskiy’s 
trees are the ones for you, 
he says.

Khotinskiy stocks 
only Fraser firs because 
they’re sought out by his 
Russian clients, who want 
their trees to last until 
the Old Russian New Year 
on Jan. 13, he said.

The Sheepshead Bay 
resident started selling 
flowers out of the Coney 
Island Avenue Carvel 
parking lot about 10 years 
ago when he was still 

in high school, after be-
friending the Aceto fam-
ily, which owns the ice 
cream shop.

Khotinskiy prides 
himself in running a full-
service operation. 

He is happy to strap 
a tree on top of your car 
for you and, if you cannot 
make it to his tree stand, 
he delivers.

• Khotinskiy’s trees 

are all Fraser firs from 
North Carolina and start 
at $75 for a five- or six-
footer. 

• Every extra foot be-
yond six will cost you an 
additional $10.

Khotinskiy’s trees at 
the Carvel parking lot 
(2744 Coney Island Ave. 
between Dunne Court 
and Avenue Y in Sheep-
shead Bay).

Continued from page 3

Trees

The demolition of the 
long-vacant and dilapidated 
building that once housed 
the beloved eatery comes 
after repeated attempts by 
the Parks Service to fi ll the 
vacant restaurant with an-
other vendor.

A request for propos-
als from prospective res-
taurateurs for the former 
Abbracciamento’s location 
was issued by Gateway a 
few years after the origi-
nal restaurant closed in the 
late 1990s, but it met with 
little interest and didn’t 
yield any candidates, ac-
cording to Yun.

A more recent request 
for interest was circulated 
in 2010, but only one poten-
tial vendor applied, who 
failed to meet Gateway’s re-
quirements, Yun said.

“Most places realized 
that they wouldn’t make 
any money,” she said.

One of the biggest obsta-
cles to fi nding a new occu-
pant for the old building was 
its dilapidated condition, 
since the burden of renovat-
ing it would have fallen on 
the new vendor, not the fed-
eral government.

The fi nal nail in the 
building’s coffi n came from 
Hurricane Sandy, which 
damaged the already ailing 
structure — although not 
the pier itself — beyond sal-
vation.

“Basically, it’s quite 
costly to repair that build-
ing,” said Yun.

As for what’s next for the 
pier, Gateway will publish 
its “General Management 
Plan” later this month, 
which outlines improve-
ments park managers hope 
to make over the next 20 
years. In a draft of the plan 
released earlier this year, 
Gateway wrote that the pier 
and “its outlying spaces 
would be improved to better 
accommodate community 
events such as concerts, 
markets, and festivals,” 
among other things.

Continued from page 1 

Pier
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ALL OFFERS  
EXP 12/22/133 $33F

O
R

LOBSTER
SALE

 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

SIZES
AVAILABLE

MARKET 

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY BKLYN
GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (Across from the UA Movies)

1-800-404-CLAW FREE  
 

Holiday Catering

We will be open Tuesday, Christmas Eve & 
New Year’s Eve, and also New Year’s Day.

—Call For Reservations—

718.252.3030
4220 Quentin Road, Marine Park

Call on us for all of your holiday catering needs, 
from small, intimate gatherings to large-scale corporate events, 

we create a night your guests will be talking about all year!
On/Off Premises Catering.

Our Friday Lobster Special includes:

/2

$2895

EVERY 
FRIDAY 
ENJOY 

LOBSTER!

From all of us at Salvi:
A Happy Holiday & A Happy New Year.

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Menu

CASA PEPE & TIO PEPE

Appetizer
Pulpo a la Gallega (sautéed octopus with garlic, olive oil & sea salt)

Almejas Tío Pepe (littleneck clams with olive oil, white wine & parsley)
Chorizo a la Parrilla (charcoal grilled Spanish chorizo)

Soup or Salad
Ensalada Pepe (mesclun, cucumbers, tomatoes & Manzanilla olives)

Sopa de Mariscos (seafood soup with lobster, shrimp, clams, mussels & brandy

Entree
Pargo Molinera (red snapper fi llet sautéed with shrimp & mushrooms)

Pollo Mar y Monte (breast of chicken stuffed with Gulf shrimp & cheese)
Tournedos Pepe (fi let mignon medallions sautéed with shallots & 

mushrooms & fl ambéed with brandy)

Dessert
Brazo Gitano (vanilla sponge roll cake with pine nuts)

Crema Catalana (the original crème brulee)

Beverage
Café o Té (Coffee or Tea) served with Turrón Español - (Spanish Christmas Nougat)

$45.00
à la carte menu also available

New Years Eve Party $65 p.p.

Call for Reservations Today

www.pepesrestaurants.com

OPEN Christmas Day OPEN Christmas Day 

Elegance without Extravagance

For Reservations 718-236-9883
1464 86th St. between 14th and 15th Ave.

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

NOW ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide
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to the public on Dec. 16. 
Rates will be $48 a month 
for an adult, $38 a month 
for a senior, $125 a year for 
a child below the age of 11, 
$150 a year for teens aged 
12–17. There are also pack-
age deals for families, and 
the YMCA vowed that it 
would offer scholarships to 
make membership afford-
able to familes of all income 
levels.

“Nobody is ever turned 
away due to an inability to 
pay,” said spokeswoman El-
len Murphy.

Borough President 
Markowitz was on the 
scene, and praised the 
YMCA for offering health 
and leadership program-
ming for youth in troubled 
and impoverished commu-
nities like Coney Island.

“Facilities like this are 
so important,” the Beep 
said. “They provide thou-
sands of young Brook-
lynites with a safe, nurtur-
ing place to play and learn 
after school, and the guid-
ance and sense of commu-
nity they need to succeed in 
today’s world.” 

One wall of the new 
building holds a time cap-
sule containing — among 
other things —  copies of the 
Brooklyn Courier and Bay 
News, preserving our bril-
liant prose and illuminat-
ing articles for generations 
yet to come .

The Coney Island estab-
lishment marks the sev-
enth Y in Brooklyn, and the 
third to open in the last 10 

years. The most recent one 
opened in the Park Slope 
Armory in 2010 — which 
did not struggle from the 
same setbacks as the Co-
ney Y because it went into 
a pre-existing building. The 
People’s Playground center 
sits inside a new affordable-
housing complex, the Co-
ney Island Commons, at the 
corner of W. 29th Street and 
Surf Avenue. 

Continued from page 1 

YMCA

• Monthly “drink and 
draw” sessions at the roof-
top bar, where doodlers 
from Arts Gowanus will 
run sessions including still 
life and collage, according 
to media reports. The events 
are not to be confused with 
those of the same name at 
the now-shuttered Third 
Ward art space.

• A Yuji Ramen stand 

owned by chef Yuji Hara-
guchi, whose eatery is al-
ready serving up steam-
ing bowls of noodles at the 
Bowery Whole Foods in 
Manhattan. 

• Products by borough 
companies made exclu-
sively for the store, includ-
ing a line of frozen pizzas 
from fancy Bushwick pie 
palace Roberta’s and the 
sweet kind of circular 
pastry from Whole Foods’ 
bakery neighbor  Four and 
Twenty Blackbirds . Also, 

beer-infused chocolate 
truffl es.

The Gowanus Whole 
Foods will not be the 
fancy food chain’s only 
location in the borough 
for long. A Williamsburg 
outlet is slated to  open in 
late 2014 

Brooklyn’s fi rst Whole 
Foods opens at (214 Third 
St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, www.whole-
foodsmarket.com/stores/
brooklyn). Tues, Dec. 17, 
8:30 am.

Continued from page 1 

Whole Foods EN GARDE: The lifeguard stands ready to save at the opening day 
of the Coney Island YMCA on Dec. 6. Photo by Lori Birnbaum

AISLE TAKE IT: Brooklyn’s fi rst Whole Foods opens on Dec. 17 in Gowanus. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS

 Saturday, Dec. 21st from 1:00pm to 5:00pm

Sunday, Dec. 22nd from 1:00pm to 5:00pm

Monday, Dec. 23rd from 1:00pm to 5:00pm

Free to everyone, stopping at all B-63 bus stops on 5th Ave. between 38th 
Street and 64th St.  First stop will be at 52nd St. and 5th Ave.

Take the trolley to your next shopping destination. Get on and off as often as 
you like. Have fun and sing holiday songs with Santa and his helpers.

RIDE THE SUNSET PARK 5TH AVENUE TROLLEY

Brought to you by: Sunset Park Business Improvement District
5116a 5th Avenue, Suite 200, Brooklyn 11220

Tel: 718-439-7767 | Email: info@sunsetparkbid.org

Log onto: !Sunset Park Free WiFi
Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter 

Last Sidewalk Sales Days of 2013
December 21st, 22nd, 23rd & 24th 
Do your fi nal holiday shopping on 5th Avenue in Sunset Park.                                               

Holiday Music from Sunset Park Children along 5th Avenue
November 29th through January 6th, 2013 (Three Kings’ Day)

Every day from 1pm to 6pm 

Holiday Security from Sunset Park Security
November 29th to December 24th – 3pm to 8pm

Look for Santas giving out candy canes 

If you spot one of our Santas on 5th Avenue, feel free to take a picture with him and post it to our fan page or 
email it to us and we will post it for you
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